A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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£Jivine  authority  was  given  to 
Joseph  Smith,  through  the 
ministration  of  angels,  by  which 
he  was  authorized  to  organize 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  I  know  with¬ 
out  equivocation  or  mental  res¬ 
ervation  that  this  is  the  true 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  and 
that  membership  in  it  is  very 
precious. 
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£arly  in  our  experience  the 
Lord  gave  two  very  im¬ 
portant  laws  to  His  Church. 
One  might  be  properly  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  Law  of  Finance, 
and  the  other  as  the  Law  of 
Health.  One  law  upholds  the 
Church,  and  the  other  is  given 
for  the  temporal  salvation  of 
the  individual  members  of  the 
Church. 
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HAVE  BEEN  on  the  anxious  seat  since  Sunday  morning,  and  now  that 
I  am  standing  on  my  feet  I  do  not  seem  to  get  very  much  relief.  I  think 
we  have  had  a  marvelous  Conference — one  of  the  best  in  all  that  have  gone 
before.  The  attendance  has  been  very  great.  We  could  have  used  two  tab¬ 
ernacles  the  size  of  this  to  accommodate  the  people,  but  of  course  we  have 
to  do  the  best  we  can  under  the  circumstances. 

My  thoughts  during  the  last  day  or  two  have  been  running  along  the  line  of 
President  Grant's  opening  remarks,  Brother  Merrill's  talk  yesterday  and  the  address 
given  by  Brother  Smoot  today. 

In  the  early  rise  of  the  Church  divine  authority  was  given  to  Joseph  Smith,  a 
young  man,  through  the  ministration  of  angels,  by  which  he  was  authorized  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  this  was  done  in  con- 
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formity,  apparently,  with  the’  great  pre¬ 
diction  made  by  Daniel  the  prophet  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  that  in  the  latter  days  the  God 
of  heaven  would  set  up  a  kingdom  which 
would  never  be  thrown  down  or  given 
to  other  people,  but  should  stand  forever. 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  was  a  very 
remarkable  prediction.  That  kingdom 
did  not  have  its  commencement  upon  the 
earth:  it  came  down  from  above,  from 
the  God  of  heaven. 

Laws  of  Finance  and  Health 

Early  in  our  experience  the  Lord  gave 
two  very  important  laws  to  his  Church. 
One  might  be  designated,  properly,  as  the 
law  of  finance,  and  the  other  the  law  of 
health.  And  following  this  many  precious 
and  great  revelations  were  given  to  the 
Church  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
for  its  consolation  and  instruction,  but  I 
am  prompted  right  now  to  go  back  and 
dwell  for  a  few  moments  on  those  two 
great  laws. 

One  law —  the  law  of  finance  — is- 
known  to  the  Church  as  the  law  of  tith¬ 
ing,  but  it  means  the  same  thing.  No 
church  can  prosper,  or  survive,  without 
some  such  law  as  we  have. 

The  other  law,  designated  as  the  law 
of  health,  is  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and 
this  law  applies  particularly  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  members  of  the  Church.  One 
law  upholds  the  Church  and  the  other 
law  is  given  for  the  temporal  salvation 
of  the  individual  members  thereof. 

When  the  Eighteenth  Amendment  was 
repealed,  the  States  of  the  Union  spent 
very  freely  of  their  revenue  for  hard 
liquors  and  for  beer,  and,  as  we  heard  from 
Brother  Smoot  here  today,  vast  quantities 
of  tobacco  were  consumed  at  an  enormous 
expense.  .  .  . 

The  Lord  perceived  from  the  beginning 
that  there  was  danger  in  the  articles  that 
are  listed  here,  and  so  he  gave  a  charge  to 
his  people;  he  warned  them  and  fore¬ 
warned  them  of  the  danger.  He  knew 
what  the  danger  was,  but  he  did  not 
point  it  out.  It  appeared  to  him  sufficient 
that  he  should  tell  his  people  that  strong 
drink  is  not  good  for  the  body,  that  it  is 
not  good  to  be  used  internally  nor  ex¬ 
ternally.  It  might  be  used  in  some  cases 
for  the  washing  of  the  body,  but  should 
not  be  used  internally;  and  the  Lord, 
pointing  to  tobacco,  said  it  was  not  good 
for  the  use  of  man  in  any  way,  but  could 


be  used  for  sick  cattle  and  otherwise  if 
great  care  were  taken. 

How  merciful  and  gracious  is  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father  to  give  this  word  of  caution 
and  advice  and  counsel  to  his  people  at  a 
time  when  the  real  danger  in  these  articles 
was  not  widely  known.  But  science  has 
confirmed  the  Word  of  Wisdom  to  this 
people.  We  know  now  where  the  danger 
is.  We  know  that  in  tobacco  there  is  a 
deadly  poison.  The  Lord  did  not  men¬ 
tion  that,  but  learned  men  of  our  day, 
great  practitioners,  make  this  statement, 
that  nicotine  in  tobacco  is  a  dangerous 
poison,  and  that  a  very  little  of  it  in  con¬ 
centrated  form  would  actually  destroy  the 
life  of  a  man  or  a  woman. 

The  Lord  not  only  points  out  the  evils 
connected  with  our  living,  but  also  points 
out  things  that  would  be  good  for  us, 
and  altogether  this  short  revelation  covers 
a  wide  range.  It  is  truly  a  law  of  health 
and  those  who  observe  to  keep  this  Word 
of  Wisdom  will  realize  a  blessing  from  it. 

The  law  is  not  only  of  a  temporal 
character  but  is  also  spiritual  in  its  op¬ 
eration. 

And  now  in  respect  to  the  law  of  tith¬ 
ing  let  me  say  it  is  about  the  shortest 
revelation  in  the  book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants — just  a  few  words  only.  But 
in  those  few  words  is  expressed  the  mind 
and  will  of  the  Lord  concerning  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  finance  as  affecting  his  Church.  I 
am  safe  in  saying,  my  brethren  and  sis¬ 
ters,  that  if  the  Latter-day  Saints  as  a 
Church  and  as  a  people  would  observe  this 
law  strictly  and  pay  an  honest  tithing, 
there  would  be  sufficient  means  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustee-in- trust  of  the 
Church  for  every  purpose  and  would  cover 
all  our  expenses.  The  only  danger,  I 
think,  would  then  be  that  this  people 
would  rapidly  become  wealthy  in  the 
things  of  the  earth,  and  in  that  case  we 
would  do  well  to  remember  the  solemn 
warning  given  the  Nephites  when  they 
had  all  things  in  common.  They  in¬ 
creased  in  riches  and  in  the  fine  things 
of  the  earth  until  it  affected  their  lives 
and  they  became  proud  and  high  minded 
and  separated  themselves  one  from  an¬ 
other  into  classes,  and  finally  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  spirit  of  rebellion  and 
wickedness. 

Let  me  call  your  attention  to  this  fact 
in  closing,  brethren  and  sisters:  When 
we  pay  to  the  Lord  his  part  of  our  rev¬ 
enue,  which  is  10%,  he  does  not  take  it 
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up  into  heaven.  The  tithing  is  turned 
over  to  his  servants  on  earth  and  goes  into 
the  treasury  or  storehouse  of  the  Lord 
and  later  it  is  dispensed  again  and  comes 
back  to  the  people  of  his  Church.  Thus 
we  get  it  all  anyhow  and  the  Church  has 
the  benefit  of  the  full  amount,  but  10% 
the  Lord  claims  and  that  should  go  into 
his  storehouse.  This  is  certainly  an  in¬ 
teresting  phase  of  the  payment  of  tithes. 

I  wish  to  bear  my  testimony.  I  know 
without  equivocation  or  mental  reserva¬ 
tion  that  this  is  the  true  Church  of  the 
Redeemer,  the  Church  of  Christ,  the  First¬ 
born,  and  that  membership  in  this  Church 
is  very  precious.  We  who  have  it  must 
guard  it  very  carefully,  make  every  need¬ 
ful  sacrifice  and  pay  to  the  Lord  what  be¬ 
longs  to  him,  and  in  return  his  blessing 
will  be  given  to  us.  God  bless  you,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


TOBACCO  AND  ALCOHOL  CHIEF  CAUSE 
OF  BAD  EYES 

Tobacco  and  alcohol  are  two  of  the 
chief  causes  of  eye  trouble  among  young 
people  today,  declared  Dr.  William  L. 
Benedict,  in  a  recent  address  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  “Society  For  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness,"  Rockefeller  Center. 

“Excessive  use  of  either  of  these  sub¬ 
stances  is  reflected  in  a  reduction  of  vision 
and  in  conjunctival  congestion.  These 
substances  may  act  directly  on  the  eyes  or 
indirectly  by  dulling  the  sensibilities  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  eyes  will  not  func¬ 
tion  properly.  While  normal  eyes  may 
survive  repeated  insults  from  these  toxic 
sources,  eyes  that  have  previously  been  in¬ 
jured  by  disease  may  suffer  permanent 
deleterious  effects  from  comparatively 
small  amounts  of  tobacco  and  alcohol." 

The  final  development  of  the  eye,  said 
Dr.  Benedict,  is  not  completed  until  the 
individual  is  approximately  twenty-five 
years  of  age. 

— The  Centre  Democrat ,  Belief onte,  Pa. 


“Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store¬ 
house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 
house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you 
out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it." — Malachi 
3:10 . 


REPENTANCE  UNTO  LIFE 

By  PRESIDENT  SAMUEL  O.  BENNION 
Of  fhe  Firs!  Council  of  Seveniy 


Radio  Address  Broadcast  From  Station  KSL, 
Sunday,  May  15,  1938 


Before  Jesus  began  his  public  ministry, 
he  was  led  by  the  spirit, 

into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil.  And 
when  he  had  fasted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  he  was 
afterward  an  hungered.  And  when  the  tempter  came 


President  Samuel  O.  Bennion 


to  him  he  said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command 
that  these  stones  be  made  bread.  But  he  answered  and 
said,  It  is  written,  Man.  shalt  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God. 

Satan  tempted  Him  variously,  and  at 
last  showed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  and  the  glory  thereof,  and  said, 

All  these  things  will  I  give  thee  if  thou  wilt  fall 
down  and  worship  me.  Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him, 
Get  thee  hence,  Satan,  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou 
serve.  Then  the  devil  leaveth  him,  and  behold,  angels 
came  and  ministered  unto  him.  .  .  .  From  that  time, 
Jesus  began  to  preach  and  to  say,  Repent:  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  (Matt.  4.) 

Having  been  tempted  Himself,  Jesus 
fully  understood  the  power  which  draws 
men  to  sin.  Having  resisted  temptation, 
he  was  prepared  to  teach  men  how  to  live 
the  good  ’life,  and  avoid  the  snares  and 
the  pitfalls  which  the  author  of  sin  places 
in  our  way. 

Knowing  the  emptiness  of  Satan’s  prom¬ 
ises  and  the  fallacy  of  following  him,  the 
Lord  went  forth  to  persuade  men  to  re¬ 
pent,  turn  from  their  evil  ways,  and  grow. 

Browning  tells  us  that  progress  is  the 
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up  into  heaven.  The  tithing  is  turned 
over  to  his  servants  on  earth  and  goes  into 
the  treasury  or  storehouse  of  the  Lord 
and  later  it  is  dispensed  again  and  comes 
back  to  the  people  of  his  Church.  Thus 
we  get  it  all  anyhow  and  the  Church  has 
the  benefit  of  the  full  amount,  but  10% 
the  Lord  claims  and  that  should  go  into 
his  storehouse.  This  is  certainly  an  in¬ 
teresting  phase  of  the  payment  of  tithes. 

I  wish  to  bear  my  testimony.  I  know 
without  equivocation  or  mental  reserva¬ 
tion  that  this  is  the  true  Church  of  the 
Redeemer,  the  Church  of  Christ,  the  First¬ 
born,  and  that  membership  in  this  Church 
is  very  precious.  We  who  have  it  must 
guard  it  very  carefully,  make  every  need¬ 
ful  sacrifice  and  pay  to  the  Lord  what  be¬ 
longs  to  him,  and  in  return  his  blessing 
will  be  given  to  us.  God  bless  you,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


TOBACCO  AND  ALCOHOL  CHIEF  CAUSE 
OF  BAD  EYES 

Tobacco  and  alcohol  are  two  of  the 
chief  causes  of  eye  trouble  among  young 
people  today,  declared  Dr.  William  L. 
Benedict,  in  a  recent  address  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  ’‘Society  For  the  Prevention 
of  Blindness,"  Rockefeller  Center. 

"Excessive  use  of  either  of  these  sub¬ 
stances  is  reflected  in  a  reduction  of  vision 
and  in  conjunctival  congestion.  These 
substances  may  act  directly  on  the  eyes  or 
indirectly  by  dulling  the  sensibilities  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  eyes  will  not  func¬ 
tion  properly.  While  normal  eyes  may 
survive  repeated  insults  from  these  toxic 
sources,  eyes  that  have  previously  been  in¬ 
jured  by  disease  may  suffer  permanent 
deleterious  effects  from  comparatively 
small  amounts  of  tobacco  and  alcohol." 

The  final  development  of  the  eye,  said 
Dr.  Benedict,  is  not  completed  until  the 
individual  is  approximately  twenty-five 
years  of  age. 

— The  Centre  Democrat,  Belief onte,  Pa. 


"Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store¬ 
house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 
house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you 
out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it." — Malachi 
3:10. 


REPENTANCE  UNTO  LIFE 

By  PRESIDENT  SAMUEL  O.  BENNION 
Of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy 

Radio  Address  Broadcast  From  Station  KSL, 
Sunday,  May  15,  1938 


Before  Jesus  began  his  public  ministry, 
he  was  led  by  the  spirit, 

into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil.  And 
when  he  had  fasted  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  he  was 
afterward  an  hungered.  And  when  the  tempter  came 
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to  him  he  said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command 
that  these  stones  be  made  bread.  But  he  answered  and 
said,  It  is  written,  Man  shalt  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God. 

Satan  tempted  Him  variously,  and  at 
last  showed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  and  the  glory  thereof,  and  said, 

All  these  things  will  I  give  thee  if  thou  wilt  fall 
down  and  worship  me.  Then  saith  Jesus  unto  him, 
Get  thee  hence,  Satan,  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou 
serve.  Then  the  devil  leaveth  him,  and  behold,  angels 
came  and  ministered  unto  him.  .  .  .  From  that  time, 
Jesus  began  to  preach  and  to  say,  Repent:  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  (Matt.  4.) 

Having  been  tempted  Himself,  Jesus 
fully  understood  the  power  which  draws 
men  to  sin.  Having  resisted  temptation, 
he  was  prepared  to  teach  men  how  to  live 
the  good  ‘life,  and  avoid  the  snares  and 
the  pitfalls  which  the  author  of  sin  places 
in  our  way. 

Knowing  the  emptiness  of  Satan’s  prom¬ 
ises  and  the  fallacy  of  following  him,  the 
Lord  went  forth  to  persuade  men  to  re¬ 
pent,  turn  from  their  evil  ways,  and  grow. 

Browning  tells  us  that  progress  is  the 
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law  of  life,  and  we  might  add  that  repent¬ 
ance  is  the  basis  of  progress.  Each  time 
we  overcome  some  fault  which  weakens 
us  or  holds  us  back,  we  free  ourselves  of 
its  fetters,  and  move  forward  the  faster. 

Longfellow  echoed  this  thought  as  he 
wrote: 

Well  hast  thou  said 
That  of  our  vices  we  can  frame 
A  ladder,  if  we  will  but  tread 
Beneath  our  feet  each  deed  of  shame. 

It  has  ever  been  the  desire  of  God  to 
lift  man  to  a  higher  plane,  to  guide  him 
in  his  progress,  to  help  him  grow  “unto 
a  perfect  man,"  as  Paul  taught  the  Ephe¬ 
sians,  "unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christ."  (Eph.  4:12.) 
This  is  amply  borne  out  in  the  scriptures, 
and  was  taught  by  Jesus  Himself  who 
commanded  us, 

Be  Ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven  is  perfect.  (Matt.  5:48.) 

Our  Lord's  entire  mission  was  one  of 
lifting  men  to  a  higher  level,  of  deliver¬ 
ing  them  from  their  afflictions,  and  assist¬ 
ing  them  to  live  more  abundantly.  "The 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,"  he  said, 

because  he  hath  annointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  poor,  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  'broken  hearted, 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering 
of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord. 
(Luke  4:18.) 

As  He  ministered  among  the  people  He 
found  them  oppressed,  politically  and  spir¬ 
itually.  They  suffered  form  the  dom¬ 
ination  of  wicked  kings  and  harsh  Roman 
governors.  They  felt  keenly  the  hand  of 
Pharisaical,  self-righteous  religionists  who 
spurned  the  poor  and  congratulated  them¬ 
selves  that  they  were  not  as  other  men. 
But  the  hardest  task-master  of  the  people 
was  temptation,  their  heaviest  bonds  were 
their  sins. 

Surveying  the  condition,  our  Lord  re¬ 
marked  with  significant  truthfulness, 
"Whosoever  committeth  sin  is  the  servant 
of  sin." 

With  this  thought  in  mind,  Paul  also 
taught: 

Know  ye  nol  that  to  whom  ye  yield  yourselves  as 
servants  to  obey,  his  servants  ye  are,  whether  of  sin 
unto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto  righteousness?  *  * 
The  wages  of  sin  is  death. 

Therefore,  says  Paul, 

Let  not  sin  reign  in  your  mortal  body  that  ye  should 
obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof.  (Romans  6.) 

Sin  is  a  hard  task-master.  It  robs  us 


of  our  freedom,  it  loads  upon  us  a  burden 
grievous  to  be  borne,  and  exacts  its  toll 
to  the  uttermost  farthing,  frequently  ex¬ 
tending  its  punishments  to  the  third  and 
fourth  generation.  Let  no  one  suppose, 
therefore,  that  he  may  break  the  laws  of 
cleanliness  and  right  with  impunity.  Each 
act  of  sin  has  its  price. 

Of  this  Lowell  truly  spoke,  when  he 
said: 

At  the  devil's  booth  are  all  things  sold, 

Each  ounce  of  dross  costs  its  ounce  of  gold, 

For  a  cap  and  bells  our  lives  we  pay, 

Bubbles  we  buy  with  a  whole  soul's  tasking. 

'Tis  heaven  alone  that  is  given  away, 

'Tis  only  God  may  be  had  for  the  asking. 

Freedom  from  the  fetters  of  sin  is  one 
of  the  greatest  blessings  that  may  come  to 
man,  and  Christ  came  to  set  us  free.  To 
those  Jews  who  believed  on  him  he  said: 

If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples 
indeed,  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free.  (John  8:31.) 

The  truth  as  Jesus  taught  it,  laid  down 
first  a  foundation  of  faith  in  God  and  in 
Jesus  our  Savior:  secondly,  repentance 
from  sin,  and  third,  baptism  for  the  re¬ 
mission  of  sins. 

It  has  ever  been  the  history  of  true  con¬ 
version  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  that  when 
men  gain  faith  in  the  Lord,  and  accept 
him  as  their  pattern  and  guide,  they  be¬ 
come  conscious  of  their  own  sins — of  their 
own  guilt  before  him.  An  immediate  de¬ 
sire  to  be  free  from  sins  enters  their  hearts. 
Bearing  fruit,  this  desire  brings  about  a 
reformation  in  the  life  of  the  convert:  not 
a  temporary  change,  not  a  resolution  to 
"turn  over  a  new  leaf"  for  a  time  and 
then  revert  to  sinful  practices.  A  Godly 
sorrow  for  sin,  as  expressed  by  the  Apostle 
Paul,  can  only  mean  a  transformation  in 
the  life  of  the  individual,  a  true  reforma¬ 
tion,  a  departure  from  the  paths  of  sin 
with  a  determination  never  to  return;  a 
resolution  to  work  righteousness  and  fol¬ 
low  Jesus  Christ  as  the  great  exemplar. 

Repentance,  however,  is  not  for  the  new 
convert  alone.  We  all  have  need  of  it. 
Each  one  of  us  possesses  the  right  of  choice. 
We  may  elect  to  live  righteously,  or  if  we 
are  so  disposed,  we  may  sin  and  pay  the 
price.  The  pity  is  that  when  we  sin,  so 
often  our  wrong  doings  affect  greviously 
the  lives  of  others.  How  many  families 
of  little  dependent  children  are  today  pay¬ 
ing  the  price  of  wrong  doing  on  the  part 
of  their  parents?  How  many  wives  suf¬ 
fer  today  from  the  intemperance  of  their 
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husbands?  Free  agency  is  a  heavenly  gift 
if  propery  controlled,  but  when  improp¬ 
erly  used  it  becomes  the  agency  of  suffer¬ 
ing  and  death.  Let  us  ask  ourselves  the 
question:  Are  we  wisely  directing  our 

lives?  Are  we  making  the  most  of  our 
opportunities?  Are  we  electing  to  do  those 
things  which  will  bring  us  happiness,  or 
which  will  bring  us  remorse?  As  a  man 
soweth.  so  shall  he  also  reap.  If  we  sow 
the  seeds  of  peace  and  joy,  we  shall  reap  a 
joyous  harvest,  but  if  we  sow  the  seeds 
of  destruction,  such  shall  be  our  reward. 
It  is  within  the  power  of  each  one  of  us 
to  direct  our  own  course,  as  a  pilot  on  a 
ship.  In  this  sense  we  are  the  masters  of 
our  fate,  the  captains  of  our  souls. 

Looking  at  it  differently,  let  us  consider 
ourselves  builders.  What  kind  of  struc¬ 
ture  are  we  making  of  our  lives?  Will  it 
be  a  house  of  joy,  a  mansion  of  beauty, 
one  that  will  reflect  honor  'upon  us  and 
our  family?  Or  is  it  a  place  of  darkness, 
of  hollow  pleasure,  a  place  of  despair? 
Each  deed  we  do,  each  companion  we  seek, 
contributes  to  that  structure. 

We  should  plan  our  liyes  for  happinss, 
for  progress  and  development.  We  should 
plan  to  take  from  our  lives  those  things 
which  retard  advancement,  and  adopt  a 
mode  of  living  which  will  bring  us  to  that 
perfection  which  Jesus  spoke  of.  This 
leads  us  definitely  to  a  reformation  in  our 
lives.  Such  a  reformation  has  always  been 
advised  by  Christian  leaders.  Brigham 
Young  at  one  time  said: 

All  I  have  ever  asked  or  contended  for  is  a  reforma¬ 
tion  in  the  life  of  this  people;  that  the  thief  should  stop 
his  stealing,  the  swearer  his  swearing,  the  liar  his  lying, 
the  deceiver  his  deceiving,  and  the  man  who  loves 
the  world  more  than  his  God  and  his  religion,  wean 
his  affections  from  those  objects  and  place  them  where 
they  of  right  belong.  ...  If  you  have  stolen  your 
neighbor's  cattle,  confess  it,  and  restore  the  property 
with  fourfold  if  it  is  requested.  If  you  have  taken 
your  neighbor's  spade,  confess  it,  and  return  it,  with 
fourfold  if  he  requires  it. 

Such  teachings  but  echo  the  remarks  of 
St.  Paul  who  wrote  to  the  Ephesians  as 
follows: 

Put  away  lying,  speak  every  man  truth  with  his 
neighbor,  ...  be  ye  angry  and  sin  not;  let  not  the  sun 
go  down  upon  your  wrath,  neither  give  place  to  the 
devil.  Let  him  that  stole,  steal  no  more,  but  rather 
let  him  labor,  working  with  his  hands  the  thing  which 
is  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth. 
Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  your 
mouth,  but  that  which  is  good  to  the  use  of  edifying, 
that  it  may  minister  grace  unto  the  hearers  .  .  .  Let  all 
bitterness  and  wrath  and  anger  and  clamour  and  evil 
speaking  be  put  away  from  you,  with  all  malice, 
and  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving 
one  another,  even  as  God,  for  Christ's  sake  hath  for¬ 
given  you.  (Eph.  4:25-32.) 


In  this  scripture  Paul  touches  several 
important  features  of  the  process  of  re¬ 
pentance,  in  which  everyone  should  be 
interested. 

For  one  thing,  he  urges  his  readers  to 
be  forgiving  to  all,  as  God  forgives  them. 
This  reminds  us  of  the  prayer  which  Jesus 
gave  as  a  pattern  after  which  we  should 
pray.  While  delivering  his  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  he  said  in  part: 

After  this  manner  therefore  pray  ye:  Our  Father 
which  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy? 
kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive 
us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 

Let  us  pause  here  to  consider  these 
words:  “Forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  for¬ 
give  our  debtors.” 

We  are  dependant  upon  the  Lord  for 
forgiveness  of  our  sins,  and  we  pray  that 
he  will  grant  it.  But  a  limitation  is  here 
placed  upon  it.  Wc  are  taught  to  pray 
for  forgiveness  only  insofar  as  we  forgive 
those  who  trespass  against  us.  In  other 
words,  “with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it 
shall  be  measured  to  you  again.”  (Matt. 
7:2.)  Are  we  willing  to  forgive  those 
who  wrong  us?  Are  we  willing  to  for¬ 
get  an  injury  that  may  have  been  done 
us  even  in  malice?  Which  one  of  you, 
having  feelings  against  a  neighbor,  prays 
for  forgiveness  of  your  own  sins  without 
first  forgiving  your  neighbor  his  trespasses? 
Paul’s  words  come  to  mind  once  more: 
“Let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon  your 
wrath.” 

That  great  being  who  taught  us  to 
love  even  our  enemies,  gave  us  an  example 
of  this  type  of  forgiveness.  While  he  was 
yet  upon  the  cross,  reviled,  even  spat  upon 
by  those  who  had  urged  his  crucifixion, 
in  the  humility  of  his  great  soul,  he  called 
out  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  saying,  “For¬ 
give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do.”  Though  he  was  put  to  death  at 
their  hands,  yet  he  held  nothing  against 
them  and  invoked  mercy  upon  them. 

At  one  time,  while  the  Lord  was  teach¬ 
ing  forgiveness,  he  was  asked  how  often 
man  is  required  to  forgive  his  brother, 
seven  times?  His  answer  was,  “I  say  not 
unto  thee  until  seven  times,  but  until 
seventy  times  seven.”  (Matt.  18:22.) 

To  illustrate  his  point  the  Lord  told 
this  story: 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  un!o  a  certain 
king,  which  would  take  account  of  his  servants.  And 
when  he  had  begun  to  reckon,  one  was  brought  unto 
him  which  owed  him  ten  thousand  talents.  But  foras- 
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much  as  he  had  not  to  pay,  his  lord  commanded  him 
to  be  sold,  and  his  wife  and  children,  and  all  that  he 
had,  and  payment  to  be  made. 

The  servant  therefore  fell  down  and  worshipped  him, 
saying,  Lord  have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay 
thee  all.  Then  the  lord  of  that  servant  was  moved 
with  compassion,  and  loosed  him,  and  forgave  him  the 
debt.  But  the  same  servant  went  out,  and  found  one 
of  his  fellow  servants  which  owed  him  an  hundred 
pence,  and  he  laid  his  hands  on  him,  and  took  him  by 
the  throat,  saying,  Pay  me  that  thou  owest.  And  his 
fellow  servant  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  besought  him, 
saying,  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  all. 
And  he  would  not,  but  went  and  cast  him  into  prison, 
till  he  should  pay  the  debt. 

So  when  his  fellow  servants  saw  what  was  done, 
they  were  very  sorry,  and  came  and  told  their  lord 
all  that  was  done.  Then  his  lord,  after  he  had  called 
him,  said  unto  him,  O  thou  wicked  servant.  I  for¬ 
gave  thee  all  that  debt,  because  thou  desiredst  me; 
shouldsi  not  thou  also  have  had  compassion  on  thy 
fellow  servant,  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee?  And  his 
lord  was  wroth  and  delivered  him  to  the  tormentors 
till  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him.  (Matt. 
18:23-34.) 

One  of  the  true  elements  of  repentance 
is  that  we  acknowledge  our  gilt  to  those 
whom  we  have  injured,  and  as  already 
quoted,  repay,  even  fourfold  if  necessary. 

There  is  a  most  important  aspect  to  this 
subject  which  requires  serious  considera¬ 
tion,  and  that  is  the  relationship  between 
repentance  on  our  part  and  the  atonement 
wrought  out  by  Christ  on  Mount  Calvary. 

We  may  live  upright  lives,  and  turn 
from  evil  practices,  but  if  we  lack  the 
spiritual  qualities  of  true  religion,  we  may 
yet  be  without  that  which  the  ancient 
apostles  were  pleased  to  call  “repentance 
unto  life.”  This  type  of  repentance  is 
that  which  God  would  have  us  seek,  for 
it  and  it  alone  will  bring  us  into  harmony 
with  Him  through  obedience  to  His  laws 
and  commandments. 

Repentance  unto  life  includes  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  our  personal  sins,  conciliation 
with  our  neighbors,  and  the  adoption  of 
a  kindly  attitude  toward  all  men.  But 
in  addition,  it  lays  the  ground  work  for 
a  spiritual  rejuvenation,  a  rebirth  from  a 
condition  of  spiritual  exile  from  God  to 
one  of  complete  harmony  with  him.  Re¬ 
pentance  unto  life  brings  us  into  that  great 
experience  which  Jesus  told  Nicodemus 
must  come  to  all  who  enter  the  kingdom 
of  heaven — the  experience  in  which  we  are 
“born  again.”  In  this  re-birth  we  are 
changed  from  being  servants  of  sin  to  free 
men  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.  We 
merge  into  a  new  way  of  living,  leaving 
our  former  unwise  habits,  and  beginning 
a  career  of  religious  devotion.  Our  very 
souls  undergo  a  change.  They  expand 
through  an  appreciation  of  higher  values. 
Our  desires  are  for  the  better  things  of  life, 


and  there  is  awakened  within  us  a  spiritual 
consciousness  which  puts  us  in  tune  with 
the  infinite,  and  opens  our  souls  to  the 
free  flow  of  the  holy  spirit  of  God. 

In  it  also  we  receive  remission  of  sins 
and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  “guide 
us  into  all  truth  and  show  us  things  to 
come.”  Remission  of  sins  comes  through 
baptism  and  means  that  the  cleansing 
power  of  the  blood  of  Christ  is  applied  to 
us.  But  it  is  only  applied  to  such  as  lit¬ 
erally  and  freely  come  unto  Him,  take  His 
name  upon  them,  serve  Him  and  re-adapt 
their  lives  to  His  standards. 

How  is  this  remission  of  sins  brought 
about?  And  what  is  its  relationship  to 
repentance? 

Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law,  we 
are  told  in  the  epistle  of  John.  For  the 
trangression  of  the  law,  a  punishment  is 
affixed.  We  are  individually  responsible 
for  the  sins  we  commit,  and  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events  would  be  similarly  liable 
to  the  punishment  attached  to  those  broken 
laws.  However,  Christ  died  on  the  cross 
to  save  us  from  this  punishment.  He  took 
upon  himself  the  punishment  for  the  sins 
of  all  the  world,  with  the  understanding 
that  all  who  repent  and  come  unto  Him, 
will  be  forgiven  of  their  sins,  and  freed  of 
the  punishment.  Others  will  be  required 
to  suffer  for  their  own  sins,  for  if  they 
do  not  accept  Christ,  they  cannot  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  exemption  from  the  punish¬ 
ment  as  proffered  by  the  Lord.  Repentance 
and  baptism  are  the  means  of  obtaining 
this  forgiveness  of  sin  and  exemption  from 
punishment  therefor. 

Speaking  on  this  subject  to  Joseph 
Smith,  Prophet  and  first  President  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  Lord  said: 

Behold,  I  God,  have  suffered  these  things  for  all,  that 
they  might  not  suffer  if  they  would  repent/  but  if  they 
would  not  repent  they  must  suffer  even  as  I,  which 
suffering  caused  myself,  even  God,  the  greatest  of  all, 
to  tremble  because  of  pain,  and  to  bleed  at  every  pore, 
and  to  suffer  both  body  and  spirit  — and  would  that  I 
might  not  drink  the  bitter  cup,  and  shrink -nevertheless, 
glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  I  partook  and  finished  my 
preparations  unto  the  children  of  men.  Wherefore,  I 
command  you  again  to  repent,  lest  I  humble  you  with 
my  almighty  power/  and  that  you  confess  your  sins, 
lest  you  suffer  these  punishments  of  which  I  have 
spoken."  (D.  C.  19.) 

Repentance  unto  life  is  open  to  all  men. 
As  the  call  resounded  through  the  valleys 
of  Judea  centuries  ago,  it  comes  forth 
again  today — “Repent  for  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand — repent  and  believe 
the  gospel.” 
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The  message  of  Peter  comes  to  each  of 
us  with  appropriate  significance  in  this 
regard.  He  said  in  his  notable  epistle: 

Add  lo  y°ur  faith,  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge, 
and  to  knowledge  temperance,  and  to  temperance  pa¬ 
tience,  and  lo  patience  godliness,  and  to  godliness 
brotherly  kindness,  and  to  brotherly  kindness  charity, 
for  if  these  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  they  make 
you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  (II  Peter 
1 : 5-8 . ) 


THE  ANNUAL  HILL  CUMORAH 
CONFERENCE  AND  PAGEANT 


Palmyra  and  its  immediate  vicinity, 
revered  in  Mormon  history  as  the  birth¬ 
place  of  a  great  religion,  is  fast  becoming 
a  modern  mecca  for  tourists  and  members 
of  the  Church  from  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

Plans  are  well  under  way  to  make  the 
traditional  conference  and  pageant  to  be 
held  July  22,  23  and  24  an  event  that 
will  be  an  inspiration  to  all  who  attend. 

Judging  from  past  experience  there  will 
be  bus  loads  of  people  from  the  west  who 
make  this  one  of  their  main  stops  on  a 
trip  to  visit  Mormon  shrines.  Tourists, 
friends,  investigators  and  Church  mem¬ 
bers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  will 
find  this  an  opportune  time  to  join  in 
the  great  annual  pilgrimage. 

Here  can  be  seen  the  sacred  grove  where 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  received  his  first 
revelation;  the  old  homestead  where  he 
lived  as  a  boy;  the  Hill  Cumorah  where, 
at  the  hands  of  the  Angel  Moroni,  he 
received  the  records  from  which  he  trans¬ 
lated  the  sacred  history  of  the  ancient  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  continent.  There  is 
now,  also,  the  forty-foot  bronze  and 
granite  Angel  Moroni  Monument  which 
is  illuminated  by  powerful  flood  lights 
every  night  from  dark  to  dawn.  At  the 
base  of  the  Hill  Cumorah  is  the  Bureau 
of  Information  building  designed  to  re¬ 
semble  the  architecture  of  ancient  America. 

Public  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Grove  each  day  at  which  testimonies 
of  the  missionaries  and  important  messages 
from  prominent  Church  leaders  will  be 
heard.  Special  musical  programs  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  which  a  large  number  of  the 
Singing  Mothers  of  the  Eastern  States 
Mission  will  participate. 

On  each  of  the  three  evenings,  the  stir¬ 
ring  pageant,  “America's  Witness  for 
Christ,”  will  be  presented  in  the  open  air 


theatre.  This  pageant,  which  attracted 
audiences  of  over  10,000  people  last  year, 
is  expected  to  surpass  the  performance  of 
last  season  in  beauty  and  efectiveness.  It 
is  planned  to  use  a  larger  cast  with  special 
costumes  and,  with  technical  improvements 
that  are  possible,  it  should  be  an  inspir¬ 
ing  performance. 

President  Frank  Evans  of  the  Eastern 
States  Mission  extends  a  hearty  invitation 
to  all  to  join  in  the  annual  Hill  Cumorah 
Pilgrimage  this  year. — Ira  J.  Markham. 


THE  TRUE  AND  LIVING  GOD 


What  is  meant  by  that?  Who  is  “the 
true  and  living  God?”  He  is  the  God  of 
the  Bible,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  the  God  of  Adam,  of  Enoch,  of 
Noah,  of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  and 
apostles  of  old — the  God  described  by 
Moses  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis, 
where  it  is  written:  “God  created  man 
in  his  own  image,  in  the*  image  of  God 
created  he  him,  male  and  female,  created 
he  them.”  This  is  equivalent  to  saying 
that  God  is  in  the  form  of  man,  and'  that 
we  have  a  Mother  as  well  as  a  Father  in 
Heaven,  in  whose  image  or  likeness  we 
are.  male  and  female. 

Of  the  divine  Three  who  hold  supreme 
power  and  preside  over  the  universe — three 
distinct  personalities,  yet  one  God  or  God¬ 
head,  one  in  will,  wisdom,  power  and 
authority — of  these,  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  according  to  Joseph  Smith,’  are  per¬ 
sonages  of  tabernacle.  They  have  bodies 
“as  tangible  as  man's;”  while  the  Holy 
Ghost  “is  a  personage  of  spirit.” 

Proceeding  forth  from  them,  is  that  all- 
pervading  essence  or  influence'  which  is 
immanent  in  all  things — the  light  of  the 
sun,  moon  and  stars,  the  light  also  of  the 
human  understanding,  quickening  and 
illumining,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  “ev¬ 
ery  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.” 
In  it  we  live,  and  move  and  have  our 
being;  for  it  is  the  principle  of  life 
throughout  creation.  This  is  what  the 
poet  was  describing,  when  he  portrayed 
Deity  as  a  “Soul”  that  “warms  in  the  sun, 
refreshes  in  the  breeze,”  etc.  And  this  is 
what  the  Christian  sects  were  worshipping 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Not  God,  but  a  spirit  sent  forth  from 
God;  not  Divinity,  but  an  emanation  from 
Divinity. — Elder  Orson  F .  Whitney . 
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held  July  22,  23  and  24  an  event  that 
will  be  an  inspiration  to  all  who  attend. 

Judging  from  past  experience  there  will 
be  bus  loads  of  people  from  the  west  who 
make  this  one  of  their  main  stops  on  a 
trip  to  visit  Mormon  shrines.  Tourists, 
friends,  investigators  and  Church  mem¬ 
bers  from  all  parts  of  the  country  will 
find  this  an  opportune  time  to  join  in 
the  great  annual  pilgrimage. 

Here  can  be  seen  the  sacred  grove  where 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  received  his  first 
revelation;  the  old  homestead  where  he 
lived  as  a  boy;  the  Hill  Cumorah  where, 
at  the  hands  of  the  Angel  Moroni,  he 
received  the  records  from  which  he  trans¬ 
lated  the  sacred  history  of  the  ancient  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  continent.  There  is 
now,  also,  the  forty-foot  bronze  and 
granite  Angel  Moroni  Monument  which 
is  illuminated  by  powerful  flood  lights 
every  night  from  dark  to  dawn.  At  the 
base  of  the  Hill  Cumorah  is  the  Bureau 
of  Information  building  designed  to  re¬ 
semble  the  architecture  of  ancient  America. 

Public  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Grove  each  day  at  which  testimonies 
of  the  missionaries  and  important  messages 
from  prominent  Church  leaders  will  be 
heard.  Special  musical  programs  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  which  a  large  number  of  the 
Singing  Mothers  of  the  Eastern  States 
Mission  will  participate. 

On  each  of  the  three  evenings,  the  stir¬ 
ring  pageant,  “America’s  Witness  for 
Christ,"  will  be  presented  in  the  open  air 


theatre.  This  pageant,  which  attracted 
audiences  of  over  10,000  people  last  year, 
is  expected  to  surpass  the  performance  of 
last  season  in  beauty  and  efectiveness.  It 
is  planned  to  use  a  larger  cast  with  special 
costumes  and,  with  technical  improvements 
that  are  possible,  it  should  be  an  inspir¬ 
ing  performance. 

President  Frank  Evans  of  the  Eastern 
States  Mission  extends  a  hearty  invitation 
to  all  to  join  in  the  annual  Hill  Cumorah 
Pilgrimage  this  year. — Ira  J.  Markham. 


THE  TRUE  AND  LIVING  GOD 


What  is  meant  by  that?  Who  is  “the 
true  and  living  God?"  He  is  the  God  of 
the  Bible,  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  the  God  of  Adam,  of  Enoch,  of 
Noah,  of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets  and 
apostles  of  old — the  God  described  by 
Moses  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis, 
where  it  is  written:  “God  created  man 
in  his  own  image,  in  the1  image  of  God 
created  he  him,  male  and  female,  created 
he  them."  This  is  equivalent  to  saying 
that  God  is  in  the  form  of  man,  and<  that 
we  have  a  Mother  as  well  as  a  Father  in 
Heaven,  in  whose  image  or  likeness  we 
are,  male  and  female. 

Of  the  divine  Three  who  hold  supreme 
power  and  preside  over  the  universe — three 
distinct  personalities,  yet  one  God  or  God¬ 
head,  one  in  will,  wisdom,  power  and 
authority — of  these,  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  according  to  Joseph  Smith,  are  per¬ 
sonages  of  tabernacle.  They  have  bodies 
“as  tangible  as  man’s;"  while  the  Holy 
Ghost  “is  a  personage  of  spirit." 

Proceeding  forth  from  them,  is  that  all- 
pervading  essence  or  influence  which  is 
immanent  in  all  things — the  light  of  the 
sun,  moon  and  stars,  the  light  also  of  the 
human  understanding,  quickening  and 
illumining,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  “ev¬ 
ery  man  that  cometh  into  the  world." 
In  it  we  live,  and  move  and  have  our 
being;  for  it  is  the  principle  of  life 
throughout  creation.  This  is  what  the 
poet  was  describing,  when  he  portrayed 
Deity  as  a  “Soul"  that  “warms  in  the  sun, 
refreshes  in  the  breeze,"  etc.  And  this  is 
what  the  Christian  sects  were  worshipping 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Not  God,  but  a  spirit  sent  forth  from 
God;  not  Divinity,  but  an  emanation  from 
Divinity. — Elder  Orson  F.  Whitney . 
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GRACE  AND  WORKS 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah. 

"'By  grace  ye  are  saved  through  faith/' 
This  text  has  been  a  veritable  battle 
ground  for  centuries.  Two  divergent 
schools  of  theological  thought  have  taken 
part  in  the  interminable  war  of  words. 


Elder  Nephi  Jensen 


In  one  group  are  the  extreme  cere- 
monialists,  who  believe  that  punctilious 
observances  of  ordinances  will  save,  even 
though  they  are  not  inspired  by  heart 
transforming  faith.  In  the  other  group  are 
found  those  who  hold  that  a  mere  momen¬ 
tary  gesture  of  faith,  unaccompanied  by 
any  acts  of  obedience,  will  make  one 
justifiable  before  God. 

Obviously,  both  of  these  extremists  are 
in  error.  Ceremonial  acts,  uninspired  by 
a  vital,  uplifting  faith,  are  worse  than 
useless.  They  may  even  be  sacrilegious. 
For  instance,  one  who  is  baptized  into  a 
church  with  the  mere  thought  of  at¬ 
taining  social  promotion,  or  professional 
advantage,  is  as  bad  as  a  blasphemer.  It 
is  against  this  kind  of  dead  works  that 
Paul  inveighs  when  he  tells  the  Ephesians 
that  salvation  is  ‘"not  of  works.”  Works 
without  faith  is  deader  than  faith  without 
works. 

But  those  who  unduly  stress  the  mo¬ 
mentary  act  of  faith,  as  a  saving  agency, 
also  go  to  unwarranted  extremes.  In  a 
recent  book  bearing  the  title,  “What  Is 
Salvation?”  appears  the  following  terse 
paragraph: 

“What  is  the  faith  that  saves?  It  is 
the  simplest  thing  in  the  world.  Faith 


does  nothing.  It  just  admits  that  Jesus 
saves  us.” 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
strenuous,  energetic,  self-sacrificing  and 
heroic  missionary,  St.  Paul,  held  in  his 
robust  thinking,  nothing  in  common  with 
the  wholly  irrational  idea  that  “faith  does 
nothing.” 

But  that  there  is  a  part  of  salvation 
that  comes  through  God-given  power,  is 
an  unassailable  truth.  “That  the  source 
of  all  goodness  is  a  Power  not  of  ourselves 
is  a  fact  which  great  and  good  men  have 
recognized  in  some  way  in  every  age.” 
Paul  was  one  of  these  “great  and  good 
men.”  In  his  Ephesian  letter,  he  posi¬ 
tively  affirms  that  “we  are  created  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  good  works.”  And  Amulek, 
who  gives  us  the  clearest  explanation  of 
the  saving  mission  of  Christ,  tells  us  that 
the  Savior  brought  “about  means  unto 
men  that  they  may  have  faith  unto  re¬ 
pentance.”  * 

The  last  of  these  texts  holds  the  real 
key  to  the  problem  involved  in  Paul’s 
philosophy  of  salvation.  It  is  through 
Jesus  Christ  that  we  have  faith.  Faith  is 
the  great  eternal  saving  principle.  Faith 
“purifies”  the  heart  (Acts  15:9),  “shields” 
against  evil  (Ep.  6:J6),  and  gives  the  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  world  (1  John  5:4).  With¬ 
out  faith,  ordinances,  ceremonies  and  per¬ 
formances  are  worse  than  useless. 

A  simple  story  will  help  us  to  under¬ 
stand  Paul's  idea  of  salvation  through 
God-given  power.  A  traveler  on  the 
Sahara  Desert  became  completely  envel¬ 
oped  in  a  blinding  sand  storm.  He  lost 
his  way.  In  his  aimless  wandering  he 
became  exhausted.  He  fell  to  the  ground 
through  sheer  exhaustion  and  was  about 
to  expire.  A  kind-hearted  traveler  dis¬ 
covered  the  expiring  man.  He  took  from 
his  side  a  canteen  containing  cool  refresh¬ 
ing  water  and  placed  it  to  the  lips  of  the 
dying  man.  A  deep  draught  of  the  life- 
giving  water  revived  the  sinking  man.  By 
his  newly-gained  strength,  he  got  up  and 
walked  home. 

Was  this  man  saved  by  his  own  efforts 
alone?  Hardly.  Essentially,  he  was  saved 
by  the  grace- and  goodness  of  the  man  who 
gave  him  the  life-giving  water.  What  the 
refreshing  water  was  to  that  dying  man, 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  is  to  the  human 
soul.  This  faith  literally  quickens  the 
heartbeat,  revives  the  soul,  nerves  the  will 
and  gives  us  the  life  and  power  to  rise 
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and  struggle  upward  to  the  eternal  home 
of  holiness. 

It  was  through  the  goodness  or  grace 
of  God  that  Jesus  Christ  brought  to  the 
world  the  quickening  power  of  the  faith 
that  nerves  us  with  strength  to  conquer  the 
foes  of  our  souls.  In  His  divine  ministry 
He  taught  the  truth  of  God;  in  His  person 
He  was  the  very  likeness  of  the  Father;  in 
His  suffering  for  us  He  manifested  the 
love  of  God;  and  in  His  victory  over  the 
grave  He  revealed  to  the  world  the  death- 
•conquering  power  of  God.  By  this  in¬ 
spiring  revelation  the  Savior  makes  us  ab¬ 
solutely  certain  of  God’s  goodness  and 
power,  and  of  the  reality  of  the  future  life. 
These  assurances  awaken  within  us  the 
faith  and  hope  that  gives  us  the  courage 
and  power  to  rise  above  the  follies  and 
evils  of  life.  And  so  as  Paul  says,  “We 
are  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
works.”  (Ephesians  2:10.) 

It  was  this  beautiful  idea  of  God-given 
power  to  conquer  that  led  the  apostle  to 
say,  “the  Gospel  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  Salvation.”  It  is  in  this  respect  that 
the  Gospel  differs  from  the  philosophers' 
fine  theories  of  the  good  life.  The  Gospel 
really  gives  us  the  power  to  become  good. 

But  the  emotional  revivalists  have  fallen 
into  three  egregious  errors  in  their  interpre¬ 
tation  of  Paul's  philosophy.  In  the  first 
place,  they  have  inverted  Paul’s  text  and 
made  it  read;  “By  faith  ye  are  saved 
through  grace.”  Or,  in  other  words,  they 
make  “grace”  the  active  saving  principle, 
whereas  Paul  makes  “faith”  the  real  sav¬ 
ing  principle  and  “grace”  the  source  of  the 
faith.  In  effect,  these  evangelists  say; 
“The  moment  you  say  you  believe  Christ 
has  saved  you,  something  called  Grace  in¬ 
stantly  and  completely  saves  you.”  But 
in  substance,  Paul  and  Amulek,  say: 
“Through  the  grace  of  Christ  we  have  the 
faith  that  saves;  but  this  saving  faith  is 
not  a  mere  momentary  gesture,  but  a  con¬ 
tinuing  active  principle,  that  leads  to  strict 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
God  and  ceaseless  righteousness. 

The  wholly  irrational  and  unscrip- 
tural  notion  that  salvation — the  highest 
attainment  of  man — is  instantaneous,  is 
the  second  of  the  errors.  It  is  true  that 
through  faith  in  Christ,  we  are  “created 
unto  good  works” — disposed  to  righteous¬ 
ness.  But  being  turned  to  righteousness 
is  only  the  beginning  of  salvation.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  salvation  is  eternal  emanci¬ 


pation,  development,  and  progress.  This 
endless  glorification  of  the  soul  requires 
eternal  aspiration,  struggle,  obedience,  and 
righteousness. 

The  shallow  notion  that  there  can  be 
real  saving  faith  without  works,  is  the 
last  of  the  errors  regarding  Paul’s  phil¬ 
osophy.  Even  the  great  Luther  fell  into 
this  strange  fallacy.  He  and  his  school 
seem  to  hold  that  saving  faith  consists  of 
merely  falling  limp  into  the  arms  of  the 
Savior  and  saying,  “Jesus  has  saved  me; 
therefore,  I  am  instanty  and  completely 
saved.” 

This  grotesque  conception  of  easy  sal¬ 
vation,  is  not  far  removed  from  the  crude 
notions  of  savages,  who  believe  that  the 
frantic  shouting  of  a  few  magical  words, 
unassociated  with  the  purification  of  the 
heart,  will  instantly  win  complete  favor 
with  God.  It  cannot  be  said  with  too 
much  emphasis  that  faith  that  “does 
nothing  at  all”  is  not  faith  at  all.  For 
faith  is  essentially  the  moral  and  spiritual 
driving  energy  of  the  world.  There  is 
absolutely  no  warrant  in  the  teachings  of 
St.  Paul,  the  supposed  author  of  the  do- 
nothing  idea  of  faith,  for  this  unfortunate 
error.  In  his  letter  to  the  Romans,  he 
speaks  of  the  “righteousness  of  faith;”  and 
again  in  the  same  letter  he  admonished 
the  Romans  to  the  “obedience  of  faith.” 
To  the  Galatians  he  wrote  of  the  “faith 
that  worketh  by  love”;  and  he  encouraged 
Timothy  to  “fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith.”  These  are  strong  vigorous  words. 
They  fairly  throb  with  the  spirit  of  en¬ 
ergy  and  action.  Paul  himself  was  a  man 
of  heroic,  ceaseless  action.  With  a  zeal 
seldom  equalled  in  the  annals  of  mission¬ 
ary  service,  he  traveled  over  land  and  sea 
to  carry  to  the  then  known  world  the  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy.  It  is  a  definite  de¬ 
traction  from  the  sanctified  luster  of  his 
energetic  career  to  impute  to  him  the  au¬ 
thorship  of  the  “do-nothing”  idea  of 
faith. 

The  preeminence  of  Mormonism,  as  a 
saving  and  ennobling  force  in  the  world, 
consists  basically  of  the  fact  that  there  stirs 
and  throbs  at  the  core  of  it,  the  vitalizing 
faith  that  made  primitive  Christianity  such 
a  tremendous  force  for  righteousness. 
Through  the  grace  of  Christ,  that  faith 
has  been  restored  to  the  world  in  our  day; 
and  it  is  the  exalting  heritage  of  the  true 
saints  of  God.  (D.  C.  1:21.) 

A  Mormon  missionary  in  a  conversa- 
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tion  with  a  Church  of  England  Sunday 
School  superintendent  asked  the  Anglican 
if  he  knew  why  modern  Christian  minis¬ 
ters  had  so  little  power.  The  Anglican 
responded  in  the  negative  and  added  with 
fervor,  “I  would  like  to  know.” 

“The  ministers  are  trying  to  save  the 
world  without  faith,”  responded  the  mis¬ 
sionary. 

“You  are  right,”  admitted  the  Anglican. 

And  the  missionary's  conclusion  is  pro¬ 
foundly  true.  Catholicism,  with  its  an¬ 
cient  gorgeous  ritual  appeals  to  the  imag¬ 
ination.  Protestantism,  destitute  of  ritual 
appeals  to  the  emotions.  Mormonism  with 
its  faith-inspiring  new  witnesses  for  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  Pearl 
of  Great  Price ,  appeals  to  rational  faith. 
And  its  appeal  is  marvelously  effective.  It 
actually  awakens  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  can  comprehend  its  splendid  cre¬ 
dentials  that  soul-stirring  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  in  His  perfect  way  of  life  that 
impels  them  to  obey  Him,  and  work  for 
Him  with  that  self-sacrificing  love  that 
purifies  the  heart,  refines  the  spirit,  en¬ 
nobles  the  mind,  glorifies  the  character, 
and  gives  that  complete  victory  over  the 
foes  of  the  soul  which  is  the  highest 
achievement  and  perfect  salvation. 


The  man  who  is  perpetually  hesitating 
which  of  two  things  he  will  do  first  will 
do  neither.  The  man  who  resolves,  but 
suffers  his  resolution  to  be  changed  by  the 
first  counter-suggestion  of  a  friend — who 
fluctuates  from  opinion  to  opinion,  from 
plan  to>  plan,  and  veers  like  a  weathercock 
to  every  point  of  the  compass,  with  every 
breath  of  caprice  that  blows — can  never 
acomplish  anything  real  or  useful. — Wirt. 


A  Prayer 

May  the  light  of  Thy  Countenance,  Lord 
Shine  through  mine; 

And  the  glory  of  Thy  Word — 

Line  upon  line, 

Illuminate  this  mind  of  mine 
Until  it  is  just  like  Thine. 

Touch  Thou  my  lips 
With  Living  Flame, 

That  when  I  speak 
I  show  forth  Thy  Power 
And  glorify  Thy  Name. 

Amen. — Aubrey  J.  Parker. 


A  SIGNIFICANT  PROPHECY 


“ Leaves  from  My  Journal ” 


By  PRESIDENT  WILFORD  WOODRUFF 

I  spent  the  first  years  of  my  life  under 
the  influence  of  what  history  has  called 
the  “Blue  Laws”  of  Connecticut. 

No  man,  boy,  or  child  of  any  age  was 
permitted  to  play  or  do  any  work  from 
sunset  Saturday  night  until  Sunday  night. 
After  sunset  on  Sunday  evening,  men 
might  work,  and  boys  might  jump,  shout, 
and  play  as  much  as  they  pleased. 

There  was  an  aged  man  in  Connecticut 
by  the  name  of  Robert  Mason,  who  did 
not  believe  like  the  rest  of  the  people.  He 
believed  it  was  necessary  to  have  prophets, 
apostles,  dreams,  visions  and  revelations  in 
the  Church  of  Christ,  the  same  as  they 
had  who  lived  in  ancient  days;  and  he 
believed  the  Lord  would  raise  up  a  peo¬ 
ple  and  a  church,  in  the  last  days,  with 
prophets,  apostles,  and  all  the  gifts,  powers 
and  blessings  which  it  ever  contained  in 
any  age  of  the  world. 

I  will  here  relate  one  vision,  which  he 
related  to  me.  The  last  time  I  ever  saw 
him,  he  said:  “I  was  laboring  in  my 
field  at  mid-day  when  I  was  enwrapped 
in  a  vision.  I  was  placed  in  the  midst 
of  a  vast  forest  of  fruit  trees;  I  was  very 
hungry,  and  walked  a  long  way  through 
the  orchard,  searching  for  fruit  to  eat; 
but  I  could  not  find  any  in  the  whole  or¬ 
chard,  and  I  wept  because  I  could  find 
no  fruit.  While  I  stood  gazing  at  the 
orchard,  and  wondering  why  there  was 
no  fruit,  the  trees  began  to  fall  to  the 
ground  upon  every  side  of  me,  until  there 
was  not  one  tree  standing  in  the  whole 
orchard;  and  while  I  was  marvelling  at 
the  scene,  I  saw  young  sprouts  start  up 
from  the  roots  of  the  trees  which  had 
fallen,  and  they  opened  into  young,  thrif¬ 
ty  trees  before  my  eyes.  They  budded, 
blossomed,  and  bore  fruit  until  the  trees 
were  loaded  with  the  finest  fruit  I  ever 
beheld,  and  I  rejoiced  to  see  so  much  fine 
fruit.  I  stepped  up  to  a  tree  and  picked 
my  hands  full  of  fruit,  and  marvelled  at 
its  beauty,  and  as  I  was  about  to  taste  of 
it  the  vision  closed,  and  I  found  myself 
in  the  field  in  the  same  place  I  was  at  the 
commencement  of  the  vision. 

“I  then  knelt  upon  the  ground  and 
prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  asked  Him,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  show  me  the 


10 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36.  No.  1 


tion  with  a  Church  of  England  Sunday 
School  superintendent  asked  the  Anglican 
if  he  knew  why  modern  Christian  minis¬ 
ters  had  so  little  power.  The  Anglican 
responded  in  the  negative  and  added  with 
fervor,  “I  would  like  to  know." 

"The  ministers  are  trying  to  save  the 
world  without  faith,"  responded  the  mis¬ 
sionary. 

"You  are  right,"  admitted  the  Anglican. 

And  the  missionary’s  conclusion  is  pro¬ 
foundly  true.  Catholicism,  with  its  an¬ 
cient  gorgeous  ritual  appeals  to  the  imag¬ 
ination.  Protestantism,  destitute  of  ritual 
appeals  to  the  emotions.  Mormonism  with 
its  faith-inspiring  new  witnesses  for  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the  Pearl 
of  Great  Price,  appeals  to  rational  faith. 
And  its  appeal  is  marvelously  effective.  It 
actually  awakens  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  can  comprehend  its  splendid  cre¬ 
dentials  that  soul-stirring  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  in  His  perfect  way  of  life  that 
impels  them  to  obey  Him,  and  work  for 
Him  with  that  self-sacrificing  love  that 
purifies  the  heart,  refines  the  spirit,  en¬ 
nobles  the  mind,  glorifies  the  character, 
and  gives  that  complete  victory  over  the 
foes  of  the  soul  which  is  the  highest 
achievement  and  perfect  salvation. 


The  man  who  is  perpetually  hesitating 
which  of  two  things  he  will  do  first  will 
do  neither.  The  man  who  resolves,  but 
suffers  his  resolution  to  be  changed  by  the 
first  counter-suggestion  of  a  friend — who 
fluctuates  from  opinion  to  opinion,  from 
plan  to’  plan,  and  veers  like  a  weathercock 
to  every  point  of  the  compass,  with  every 
breath  of  caprice  that  blows — can  never 
acomplish  anything  real  or  useful. — Wirt. 


A  Prayer 

May  the  light  of  Thy  Countenance,  Lord 
Shine  through  mine; 

And  the  glory  of  Thy  Word — 

Line  upon  line, 

Illuminate  this  mind  of  mine 
Until  it  is  just  like  Thine. 

Touch  Thou  my  lips 
With  Living  Flame, 

That  when  I  speak 
I  show  forth  Thy  Power 
And  glorify  Thy  Name. 

Amen. — Aubrey  J.  Parker. 


A  SIGNIFICANT  PROPHECY 


" Leaves  from  My  Journal " 


By  PRESIDENT  WILFORD  WOODRUFF 

I  spent  the  first  years  of  my  life  under 
the  influence  of  what  history  has  called 
the  "Blue  Laws"  of  Connecticut. 

No  man,  boy,  or  child  of  any  age  was 
permitted  to  play  or  do  any  work  from 
sunset  Saturday  night  until  Sunday  night. 
After  sunset  on  Sunday  evening,  men 
might  work,  and  boys  might  jump,  shout, 
and  play  as  much  as  they  pleased. 

There  was  an  aged  man  in  Connecticut 
by  the  name  of  Robert  Mason,  who  did 
not  believe  like  the  rest  of  the  people.  He 
believed  it  was  necessary  to  have  prophets, 
apostles,  dreams,  visions  and  revelations  in 
the  Church  of  Christ,  the  same  as  they 
had  who  lived  in  ancient  days;  and  he 
believed  the  Lord  would  raise  up  a  peo¬ 
ple  and  a  church,  in  the  last  days,  with 
prophets,  apostles,  and  all  the  gifts,  powers 
and  blessings  which  it  ever  contained  in 
any  age  of  the  world. 

I  will  here  relate  one  vision,  which  he 
related  to  me.  The  last  time  I  ever  saw 
him,  he  said:  "I  was  laboring  in  my 
field  at  mid-day  when  I  was  enwrapped 
in  a  vision.  I  was  placed  in  the  midst 
of  a  vast  forest  of  fruit  trees;  I  was  very 
hungry,  and  walked  a  long  way  through 
the  orchard,  searching  for  fruit  to  eat; 
but  I  could  not  find  any  in  the  whole  or¬ 
chard,  and  I  wept  because  I  could  find 
no  fruit.  While  I  stood  gazing  at  the 
orchard,  and  wondering  why  there  was 
no  fruit,  the  trees  began  to  fall  to  the 
ground  upon  every  side  of  me,  until  there 
was  not  one  tree  standing  in  the  whole 
orchard;  and  while  I  was  marvelling  at 
the  scene,  I  saw  young  sprouts  start  up 
from  the  roots  of  the  trees  which  had 
fallen,  and  they  opened  into  young,  thrif¬ 
ty  trees  before  my  eyes.  They  budded, 
blossomed,  and  bore  fruit  until  the  trees 
were  loaded  with  the  finest  fruit  I  ever 
beheld,  and  I  rejoiced  to  see  so  much  fine 
fruit.  I  stepped  up  to  a  tree  and  picked 
my  hands  full  of  fruit,  and  marvelled  at 
its  beauty,  and  as  I  was  about  to  taste  of 
it  the  vision  closed,  and  I  found  myself 
in  the  field  in  the  same  place  I  was  at  the 
commencement  of  the  vision. 

"I  then  knelt  upon  the  ground  and 
prayed  unto  the  Lord,  and  asked  Him,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  show  me  the 
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meaning  of  the  vision.  The  Lord  said 
unto  me:  ‘This  is  the  interpretation  of 
the  vision:  The  great  trees  of  the  forest 
represented  the  generation  of  men  in  which 
you  live.  There  is  no  Church  of  Christ, 
or  kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth  in 
your  generation.  There  is  no  fruit  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  upon  the  earth.  There 
is  no  man  ordained  of  God  to  administer 
in  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel 
of  salvation  upon  the  earth  in  this  day 
and  generation.  But,  in  the  next  genera¬ 
tion,  I  the  Lord  will  set  up  My  kingdom 
and  My  Church  upon  the  earth,  and  the 
fruits  of  the  kingdom  and  Church  of 
Christ,  such  as  have  followed  the  proph¬ 
ets,  apostles  and  saints  in  every  dispensa¬ 
tion,  shall  again  be  found  in  all  their 
fullness  upon  the  earth.  You  will  live 
to  see  the  day,  and  handle  the  fruit:  but 
will  never  partake  of  it  in  the  flesh.'  " 

When  the  old  prophet  had  finished  re¬ 
lating  the  vision  and  interpretation,  he 
said  to  me,  calling  me  by  my  Christian 
name:  “I  shall  never  partake  of  this  fruit 
in  the  flesh:  but  you  will,  and  you  will 
become  a  conspicuous  actor  in  that  king¬ 
dom."  He  then  turned  and  left  me. 
These  were  the  last  words  he  ever  spoke 
to  me  upon  the  earth. 

He  had  the  vision  about  the  year  1800, 
and  he  related  it  to  me  in  1830 — the  same 
spring  that  the  Church  was  organized. 

In  the  winter  of  1833  I  saw,  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life,  an  Elder  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  He  preached  in  a  school-house 
near  where  I  lived.  I  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bore  rec¬ 
ord  to  me  that  what  I  heard  was  true. 
I  invited  the  Elder  to  my  house,  and  next 
day  I,  with  my  eldest  brother,  went  down 
into  the  water  and  was  baptized.  We 
were  the  first  two  baptized  in  Oswego 
County,  New  York. 

When  I  was  baptized  I  thought  of  what 
the  old  prophet  had  said  to  me. 

I  took  the  first  opportunity  and  wrote 
a  long  letter  to  Father  Mason,  and  told 
him  I  had  found  the  Church  of  Christ 
that  he  had  told  me  about.  I  told  him 
about  its  organization  and  the  coming 
forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon;  that  the 
Church  had  Prophets,  Apostles,  and  all 
the  gifts  and  blessings  in  it,  and  that  the 
true  fruit  of  the  Kingdom  and  Church  of 
Christ  were  manifest  among  the  Saints  as 
the  Lord  had  shown  him  in  the  vision. 


He  received  my  letter  and  read  it  over 
many  times,  and  handled  it  as  he  had 
handled  the  fruit  in  the  vision;  but  he 
was  very  aged  and  soon  died.  He  did 
not  live  to  see  any  Elder  to  administer 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  to  him. 

The  first  opportunity  I  had,  after  the 
doctrine  of  baptism  for  the  dead  was  re¬ 
vealed,  I  went  forth  and  was  baptized 
for  him.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a  true 
prophet,  for  his  prophecies  have  been  ful¬ 
filled. — The  Austral  Star. 


JUST  FOOLISHNESS 

(London,  England,  "Sphere”) 

The  United  States  contains  6  per  cent 
of  the  world's  area  and  7  per  cent  of  its 
population.  It  normally  consumes  48 
per  cent  of  the  world’s  coffee,  53  per  cent 
of  its  tin,  56  per  cent  of  its  rubber,  21 
per  cent  of  its  sugar,  72  per  cent  of  its 
silk,  36  per  cent  of  its  coal,  42  per  cent 
of  its  pig  iron,  47  per  cent  of  its  copper 
and  69  per  cent  of  its  crude  petroleum. 

The  United  States  operates  60  per  cent 
of  the  world’s  telephone  and  telegraph 
facilities,  owns  80  per  cent  of  the  motor 
cars  in  use,  operates  33  per  cent  of  the 
railroads.  It  produces  70  per  cent  of  the 
oil,  60  per  cent  of  the  wheat  and  cotton, 
50  per  cent  of  the  copper  and  pig  iron 
and  40  per  cent  of  the  lead  and  coal  out¬ 
put  of  the  globe. 

The  United  States  possesses  almost 
$11,000,000,000  in  gold,  or  nearly  half 
of  the  world’s  monetary  metal.  It  has 
two-thirds  of  civilization’s  banking  re¬ 
sources.  The  purchasing  power  of  the 
population  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
500,000,000  people  in  Europe  and  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  more  than  a  bil¬ 
lion  Asiatics. 

Responsible  leadership  which  cannot 
translate  such  a  bulging  economy  into  as¬ 
sured  prosperity  is  destitute  of  capacity. 
But  pompous  statesmen,  looking  over  the 
estate,  solemnly  declare  that  the  methods 
by  which  it  was  created  are  all  wrong, 
ought  to  be  abandoned,  must  be  discarded, 
that  the  time  has  come  to  substitute  po¬ 
litical  management  for  individual  initia¬ 
tive  and  supervision. 

There's  only  one  way  to  characterize 
that  proposal — it  is  just  foolishness. 

— From  Deseret  News 
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meaning  of  the  vision.  The  Lord  said 
unto  me:  ‘This  is  the  interpretation  of 
the  vision:  The  great  trees  of  the  forest 
represented  the  generation  of  men  in  which 
you  live.  There  is  no  Church  of  Christ, 
or  kingdom  of  God  upon  the  earth  in 
your  generation.  There  is  no  fruit  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  upon  the  earth.  There 
is  no  man  ordained  of  God  to  administer 
in  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel 
of  salvation  upon  the  earth  in  this  day 
and  generation.  But,  in  the  next  genera¬ 
tion,  I  the  Lord  will  set  up  My  kingdom 
and  My  Church  upon  the  earth,  and  the 
fruits  of  the  kingdom  and  Church  of 
Christ,  such  as  have  followed  the  proph¬ 
ets,  apostles  and  saints  in  every  dispensa¬ 
tion,  shall  again  be  found  in  all  their 
fullness  upon  the  earth.  You  will  live 
to  see  the  day,  and  handle  the  fruit;  but 
will  never  partake  of  it  in  the  flesh/  ” 

When  the  old  prophet  had  finished  re¬ 
lating  the  vision  and  interpretation,  he 
said  to  me,  calling  me  by  my  Christian 
name:  “I  shall  never  partake  of  this  fruit 
in  the  flesh;  but  you  will,  and  you  will 
become  a  conspicuous  actor  in  that  king¬ 
dom/'  He  then  turned  and  left  me. 
These  were  the  last  words  he  ever  spoke 
to  me  upon  the  earth. 

He  had  the  vision  about  the  year  1800, 
and  he  related  it  to  me  in  1830 — the  same 
spring  that  the  Church  was  organized. 

In  the  winter  of  1833  I  saw,  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life,  an  Elder  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  He  preached  in  a  school-house 
near  where  I  lived.  I  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bore  rec¬ 
ord  to  me  that  what  I  heard  was  true. 
I  invited  the  Elder  to  my  house,  and  next 
day  I,  with  my  eldest  brother,  went  down 
into  the  water  and  was  baptized.  We 
were  the  first  two  baptized  in  Oswego 
County,  New  York. 

When  I  was  baptized  I  thought  of  what 
the  old  prophet  had  said  to  me. 

I  took  the  first  opportunity  and  wrote 
a  long  letter  to  Father  Mason,  and  told 
him  I  had  found  the  Church  of  Christ 
that  he  had  told  me  about.  I  told  him 
about  its  organization  and  the  coming 
forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon;  that  the 
Church  had  Prophets,  Apostles,  and  all 
the  gifts  and  blessings  in  it,  and  that  the 
true  fruit  of  the  Kingdom  and  Church  of 
Christ  were  manifest  among  the  Saints  as 
the  Lord  had  shown  him  in  the  vision. 


He  received  my  letter  and  read  it  over 
many  times,  and  handled  it  as  he  had 
handled  the  fruit  in  the  vision;  but  he 
was  very  aged  and  soon  died.  He  did 
not  live  to  see  any  Elder  to  administer 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  to  him. 

The  first  opportunity  I  had,  after  the 
doctrine  of  baptism  for  the  dead  was  re¬ 
vealed,  I  went  forth  and  was  baptized 
for  him.  He  was  a  good  man  and  a  true 
prophet,  for  his  prophecies  have  been  ful¬ 
filled. — The  Austral  Star. 


JUST  FOOLISHNESS 

(London,  England,  ''Sphere'') 

The  United  States  contains  6  per  cent 
of  the  world's  area  and  7  per  cent  of  its 
population.  It  normally  consumes  48 
per  cent  of  the  world’s  coffee,  53  per  cent 
of  its  tin,  56  per  cent  of  its  rubber,  21 
per  cent  of  its  sugar,  72  per  cent  of  its 
silk,  36  per  cent  of  its  coal,  42  per  cent 
of  its  pig  iron,  47  per  cent  of  its  copper 
and  69  per  cent  of  its  crude  petroleum. 

The  United  States  operates  60  per  cent 
of  the  world’s  telephone  and  telegraph 
facilities,  owns  80  per  cent  of  the  motor 
cars  in  use,  operates  33  per  cent  of  the 
railroads.  It  produces  70  per  cent  of  the 
oil,  60  per  cent  of  the  wheat  and  cotton, 
50  per  cent  of  the  copper  and  pig  iron 
and  40  per  cent  of  the  lead  and  coal  out¬ 
put  of  the  globe. 

The  United  States  possesses  almost 
$11,000,000,000  in  gold,  or  nearly  half 
of  the  world’s  monetary  metal.  It  has 
two-thirds  of  civilization’s  banking  re¬ 
sources.  The  purchasing  power  of  the 
population  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
500,000,000  people  in  Europe  and  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  more  than  a  bil¬ 
lion  Asiatics. 

Responsible  leadership  which  cannot 
translate  such  a  bulging  economy  into  as¬ 
sured  prosperity  is  destitute  of  capacity. 
But  pompous  statesmen,  looking  over  the 
estate,  solemnly  declare  that  the  methods 
by  which  it  was  created  are  all  wrong, 
ought  to  be  abandoned,  must  be  discarded, 
that  the  time  has  come  to  substitute  po¬ 
litical  management  for  individual  initia¬ 
tive  and  supervision. 

There’s  only  one  way  to  characterize 
that  proposal — it  is  just  foolishness. 

— From  Deseret  News 
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Cooperation 


ONCE  WE  LISTENED  to  a  song 
rendered  by  a  talented  person  with 
a  good  singing  voice  but  who  had 
had  neither  voice  culture  nor  musical  train¬ 
ing.  Then  we  heard  a  rendition  by  one 
who  had  devoted  years  to  arduous  study 
and  practice  under  the  direction  of  a  mas¬ 
ter  of  music  and  voice. 

In  the  first  case  there  was  pretty  cadence 
with  a  natural  swing  of  rhythm  which, 
coupled  with  the  happy  spirit  of  the  singer 
made  pleasing  passtime.  But  from  the 
throat  of  the  other  singer  came  a  volume 
of  music  that  thrilled  the  soul  and  carried 
the  listener  into  the  realm  of  ecstasy.  The 
tones  were  deep,  resonant,  and  melodious. 
They  were  perfectly  sustained  and  sounded 
with  a  confidence  and  assurance  that  de¬ 
noted  mastery. 

Again  we  say  we  were  pleased  with  the 
one  voice,  but  we  were  lifted  and  thrilled 
by  the  other.  The  admirable  accomplish¬ 
ment  in  the  second  case  is  the  result  of 
cooperation.  The  Lord  of  Heaven  has 
condescended  to  enter  into  a  partnership 
with  men  on  the  earth.  Each  of  us,  the 
weakest  and  poorest  of  the  lot  of  human¬ 
ity,  is  a  partner  with  the  Almighty.  With 
conscientious  effort  on  both  sides  of  such 
a  partnership  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
heights  that  may  be  reached.  The  first 
endowment  of  talent  comes  from  the  divine 
side  of  the  partnership.  Our  role  is  to 
exercise,  develop  and  apply  the  talent 
given  us.  Every  effort  exerted  by  us  will 
be  matched  by  added  heavenly  grace.  If 
we  but  show  good  faith  and  due  diligence, 
our  original  endowment  will  be  increased, 
for  the  Lord  said  to  one  such  servant, 
“Thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things.” 

If  we  will  but  look  about  us  we  shall 
see  that  our  Heavenly  Parent  is  happy  to 


help  His  children  in  every  worthy  effort; 
but  never  does  He  place  a  premium  upon 
idleness  by  doing  for  us  that  which  we 
should  do  for  ourselves.  He  demands 
cooperation.  In  the  explanation  of  the 
Lord  to  Oliver  Cowdery  as  to  why  he 
could  not  translate,  there  is  a  lesson  for 
all: 

“Behold,  you  have  not  understood; 
you  have  supposed  that  I  would  give  it 
unto  you,  when  you  took  no  thought  save 
it  was  to  ask  me.  But,  behold,  I  say 
unto  you,  you  must  study  it  out  in  your 
mind.” 

The  Lord  has  given  us  bodies  of  per¬ 
fect  form,  so  wondrous  in  organization 
and  adaptation  to  purpose  as  to  astound 
the  thinking  mind.  It  is  our  duty  in  the 
partnership  to  properly  feed  and  exercise 
the  body  and  keep  it  clean,  inside  and 
out.  If  we  will  so  cooperate,  health  and 
power  to  do  will  come  as  a  natural  con¬ 
sequence.  Without  such  cooperation  on 
our  part,  comes  disease  and  weakness. 

The  mind  of  man  is  an  endowment  be¬ 
yond  all  human  comprehension,  but  men¬ 
tal  accomplishment  awaits  the  cooperating 
effort  of  man  added  to  the  divine  gift  from 
heaven.  The  Lord  points  the  way.  “Seek 
ye  diligently  and  teach  one  another  words 
of  wisdom;  yea  seek  ye  out  of  the  best 
books  words  of  wisdom;  seek  learning 
even  by  study  and  also  by  faith.”  Those 
who  obey  this  injunction  and  work  in 
harmony  with  the  Divine  Source  of  Light, 
serving  the  Lord  “in  righteousness  and 
truth  to  the  end.  .  .  .  shall  be  great,  and 
their  understanding  reach  to  heaven;  and 
before  them  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  shall 
perish,  and  the  understanding  of  the  pru¬ 
dent  shall  come  to  naught.” 

No  farmer  can  succeed  as  such  without 
the  cooperation  of  divine  power.  Man 
alone  can  not  make  one  single  blade  of 
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grass  to  grow.  Neither  will  God  alone 
bring  a  harvest  to  the  granary.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  best  who  puts  most  into  the  partner¬ 
ship  with  God. 

The  home  wherein  is  harmony  and  the 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  the  happy  and 
successful  home.  Only  when  each  one  does 
his  part,  do  the  wheels  of  home  machinery 
run  smoothly.  Some  there  are  who  choose 
to  throw  sand  rather  than  apply  the  oil 
lubrication. 

Sincere  and  active  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  officers  and  members  of  a  branch 
or  district,  a  ward  or  stake,  will  bring 
progress  and  accomplishment.  About  the 
easiest  thing  we  can  do  is  to  find  fault; 
complain  of  others,  and  make  excuses  for 
ourselves.  These  tendencies  are  the  tools 
of  the  devil  given  to  men  for  the  purpose 
of  tearing  down  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
4 ’An  inventor  may  file  away  for  decades 
at  a  revolutionary  device,  but  the  same 
rasp,  in  the  grasp  of  a  fool,  can  mangle 
the  model  in  a  dozen  strokes.”  A  malicious 
word  of  destructive  criticism  may  destroy 
months  of  constructive  *  effort.  Let  not 
that  word  be  spoken. 

The  spirit  of  cooperation  in  Colonial 
days  laid  the  foundation  for  America’s 
freedom  and  achievement.  It  was  the  very 
genius  of  accomplishment  and  the  seed  of 
success  in  the  pioneer  days  of  our  Church. 
We  have  never  outgrown  its  need;  and  we 
never  shall.  E.  L.  M. 


IDAHO  FALLS  TEMPLE  DESIGNED 


The  design  for  the  Temple  soon  to  be 
erected  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  has  been 
completed  by  the  Church  Board  of  Temple 
Architects  and  approved  by  the  First  Presi¬ 
dency  and  Presiding  Bishopric.  The  build¬ 
ing  will  be  ultra-modern  in  design  and  of 
reinforced  concrete  construction.  It  will 
occupy  a  plat  of  ground  500x750  feet 
immediately  north  of  the  L.  D.  S.  Hos¬ 
pital;  will  have  a  floor  space  of  50,000 
square  feet  and  a  central  tower  reaching 
a  height  of  165  feet.  It  will  have  a  main 
east  fronting  but  is  so  planned  as  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  beautiful  face  on  the  four  sides. 

Construction  is  to  commence  soon  and 
the  architects  are  instructed  to  proceed  with 
plans  for  the  Los  Angeles  Temple. 


Hope  is  the  bread  of  the  soul. — Eva 
Arrington. 


PRESIDENT  CLARK  GOES  TO  EUROPE 


President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  has 
sailed  for  Europe  where  he  will  represent 
America  in  two  important  international 
meetings.  The  first  is  a  meeting  of  the 
League  of  Nations  Committee  on  Inter¬ 
national  Loan  Contracts  at  Geneva  ex¬ 
tending  through  the  week  of  June  20-27. 
Following  that  he  will  go  to  Paris  to 
attend  the  conference  of  European  Bond¬ 
holders  Association.  At  this  conference 
President  Clark  will  represent  the  American 
Foreign  Bondholders  Protective  Council, 
Inc.,  of  which  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee.  He  was  made  a  di¬ 
rector  of  this  council  in  1934  and  soon 
became  its  president. 


LIFE  SPAN  OF  HEART  DISEASE  VICTIMS 
PREDICTED  BY  STUDY 


Scientists  can  now  tell  you  whether  or 
not  groups  of  men  are  marked  for  early 
death.  They  can  do  this  while  men  are 
still  in  good  health,  years  before  the  first 
appearance  of  any  signs  of  the  disease  that 
will  eventually  kill  them. 

The  studies  which  make  this  possible 
were  reported  publicly  for  the  first  time 
by  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  professor  of  bi¬ 
ology  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  at 
a  meeting  at  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

Almost  as  startling  was  Dr.  Pearl’s  an¬ 
nouncement  for  the  first  time  of  new 
studies  showing  that  tobacco  smokers  do 
not  live  as  long  as  non-smokers.  This 
conclusion  was  based  on  life  tables  for  the 
number,  out  of  groups  of  100,000  non¬ 
smoking  men,  100,000  moderate  smokers 
(men)  and  1 00,000  heavy  smokers  (men) 
who  were  still  alive  at  each  age  level  after 
30  years.  At  age  60,  for  example,  66,564 
of  the  100,000  non-smokers  were  still 
living;  61,911  of  100,000  moderate 
smokers  were  living;  and  46.226  of  100,- 
000  heavy  smokers  were  still  living. 

The  studies  show,  Dr.  Pearl  said,  “that 
smoking  is  associated  with  a  definite  im¬ 
pairment  of  longevity.” 


Were  half  the  power  that  fills  the  world 
with  terror,  were  half  the  wealth  bestowed 
on  camps  and  courts,  given  to  redeem  the 
human  mind  from  error,  there  were  no 
need  for  arsenals  and  forts. — Anonymous. 
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grass  to  grow.  Neither  will  God  alone 
bring  a  harvest  to  the  granary.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  best  who  puts  most  into  the  partner¬ 
ship  with  God. 

The  home  wherein  is  harmony  and  the 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  the  happy  and 
successful  home.  Only  when  each  one  does 
his  part,  do  the  wheels  of  home  machinery 
run  smoothly.  Some  there  are  who  choose 
to  throw  sand  rather  than  apply  the  oil 
lubrication. 

Sincere  and  active  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  officers  and  members  of  a  branch 
or  district,  a  ward  or  stake,  will  bring 
progress  and  accomplishment.  About  the 
easiest  thing  we  can  do  is  to  find  fault; 
complain  of  others,  and  make  excuses  for 
ourselves.  These  tendencies  are  the  tools 
of  the  devil  given  to  men  for  the  purpose 
of  tearing  down  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

An  inventor  may  file  away  for  decades 
at  a  revolutionary  device,  but  the  same 
rasp,  in  the  grasp  of  a  fool,  can  mangle 
the  model  in  a  dozen  strokes.”  A  malicious 
word  of  destructive  criticism  may  destroy 
months  of  constructive  '  effort.  Let  not 
that  word  be  spoken. 

The  spirit  of  cooperation  in  Colonial 
days  laid  the  foundation  for  America's 
freedom  and  achievement.  It  was  the  very 
genius  of  accomplishment  and  the  seed  of 
success  in  the  pioneer  days  of  our  Church. 
We  have  never  outgrown  its  need;  and  we 
never  shall.  E.  L.  M. 


IDAHO  FALLS  TEMPLE  DESIGNED 


The  design  for  the  Temple  soon  to  be 
erected  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  has  been 
completed  by  the  Church  Board  of  Temple 
Architects  and  approved  by  the  First  Presi¬ 
dency  and  Presiding  Bishopric.  The  build¬ 
ing  will  be  ultra-modern  in  design  and  of 
reinforced  concrete  construction.  It  will 
occupy  a  plat  of  ground  500x750  feet 
immediately  north  of  the  L.  D.  S.  Hos¬ 
pital;  will  have  a  floor  space  of  50,000 
square  feet  and  a  central  tower  reaching 
a  height  of  165  feet.  It  will  have  a  main 
east  fronting  but  is  so  planned  as  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  beautiful  face  on  the  four  sides. 

Construction  is  to  commence  soon  and 
the  architects  are  instructed  to  proceed  with 
plans  for  the  Los  Angeles  Temple. 


Hope  is  the  bread  of  the  soul. — Eva 
Arrington . 


PRESIDENT  CLARK  GOES  TO  EUROPE 


President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  has 
sailed  for  Europe  where  he  will  represent 
America  in  two  important  international 
meetings.  The  first  is  a  meeting  of  the 
League  of  Nations  Committee  on  Inter¬ 
national  Loan  Contracts  at  Geneva  ex¬ 
tending  through  the  week  of  June  20-27. 
Following  that  he  will  go  to  Paris  to 
attend  the  conference  of  European  Bond¬ 
holders  Association.  At  this  conference 
President  Clark  will  represent  the  American 
Foreign  Bondholders  Protective  Council, 
Inc.,  of  which  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee.  He  was  made  a  di¬ 
rector  of  this  council  in  1934  and  soon 
became  its  president. 


LIFE  SPAN  OF  HEART  DISEASE  VICTIMS 
PREDICTED  BY  STUDY 

Scientists  can  now  tell  you  whether  or 
not  groups  of  men  are  marked  for  early 
death.  They  can  do  this  while  men  are 
still  in  good  health,  years  before  the  first 
appearance  of  any  signs  of  the  disease  that 
will  eventually  kill  them. 

The  studies  which  make  this  possible 
were  reported  publicly  for  the  first  time 
by  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl,  professor  of  bi¬ 
ology  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  at 
a  meeting  at  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

Almost  as  startling  was  Dr.  Pearl’s  an¬ 
nouncement  for  the  first  time  of  new 
studies  showing  that  tobacco  smokers  do 
not  live  as  long  as  non-smokers.  This 
conclusion  was  based  on  life  tables  for  the 
number,  out  of  groups  of  100,000  non¬ 
smoking  men,  100,000  moderate  smokers 
(men)  and  1 00,000  heavy  smokers  (men) 
who  were  still  alive  at  each  age  level  after 
30  years.  At  age  60,  for  example,  66,564 
of  the  100,000  non-smokers  were  still 
living;  61,911  of  100,000  moderate 
smokers  were  living;  and  46.226  of  100,- 
000  heavy  smokers  were  still  living. 

The  studies  show.  Dr.  Pearl  said,  “that 
smoking  is  associated  with  a  definite  im¬ 
pairment  of  longevity.” 


Were  half  the  power  that  fills  the  world 
with  terror,  were  half  the  wealth  bestowed 
on  camps  and  courts,  given  to  redeem  the 
human  mind  from  error,  there  were  no 
need  for  arsenals  and  forts. — Anonymous. 
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SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION — Orlando  C.  Williams.  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  538  East  Seventh  Avenue.  Denver,  Colo. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  Presideni 

OFFICE: -Nina  Belle  Tenney,  Stenographer. 

On  May  15  ihe  missionaries  of  the  office  attended 
the  Chicago  stake  conference.  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee, 
managing  director  of  ihe  Church  Security  Program,  and 
Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
addressed  the  conference,  giving  instruction  relative 
to  Church  welfare  work,  the  responsibility  of  men  hold¬ 
ing  ihe  Priesthood  and  the  problems  of  youth.  All  who 
attended  the  sessions  of  the  conference  were  stimulated 
in  their  desire  to  live  the  Gospel. 

The  great  desire  that  enters  the  hearts  of  individuals 
who  find  the  "Way  of  Truth"  through  the  Gospel 
is  to  pass  on  to  others  that  which  they  have  received. 
Sister  Anna  L.  Hook,  who  very  recently  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church,  has  made  several  valuable  contacts 


“JOY  BOYS”  MUSICAL  TRIO  OF  NORTHERN 
STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right:  Alfred  Trauffer,  Richard  A. 

Parry,  Frank  A.  Nieoll. 

through  her  work/  as  a  result,  the  missionaries  of  the 
office  have  been  permitted  to  visit  these  people  and 
converse  with  them  about  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT: -Dwight  W.  Loosli,  Presideni. 

For  the  first  time  in  twenty  years  the  Fond  du  Lac 
Branch  had  the  pleasure  of  preparing  for  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  District  conference  which  was  held  May  8  in  their 
city.  President  and  Sister  Hinckley,  twelve  missionaries 
and  over  125  members  and  friends  were  in  attendance. 
A  delicious  luncheon  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the 
branch. 

The  "Joy  Boys"  have  been  touring  the  district  and 
holding  the  M.  I.  A.  Spring  Festivals  which  have 
proven  very  successful. 

In  response  to  a  request  by  letter,  the  Elders  of  the 
district  traveled  into  the  country  and  met  with  a 
family.  There  was  an  interesting  discussion,  a  Book 
of  Mormon  left  in  ihe  home,  and  an  invitation  to 
return  and  hold  meetings  there. 

The  lady  missionaries  in  Fond  du  Lac  have  started 


a  Primary.  A  Relief  Society  is  to  be  organized  in  the 
near  future. 

We  bid  farewell  to  Sister  Thelma  Hirschi  and  John  A. 
Merrill.  We  wish  them  continued  success  in  their  new 
fields  of  labor. 

The  Wisconsin  missionaries  send  greetings  to  all  of 
our  fellow  laborers. 

EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT :- Hyrum  C.  DeLoney, 
Presideni. 

An  account  of  Mrs.  Lindsey's  healing,  January  13, 
1935,  at  her  home  on  2018  Howard  Street,  Flint,  Mich¬ 
igan,  as  reported  by  Elder  Ruel  L.  Jensen: 

"Early  in  the  morning  of  January  13,  1935,  Sister  Lina 
Peterson  and  myself  were  called  to  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Minnie  Lindsey,  a  non-member  of  the  Church.  She  was 
critically  ill  with  plural  pneumonia.  So  ill  was  she  that 
the  doctor  had  used  strong  stimulants  to  keep  her  heart 
beating,  and  had  applied  the  oxygen  tank  in  order 
iO  aid  her  breathing.  He  told  the  family  that  Mrs. 
Lindsey’s  life  could  not  last  long,  and  that  he  had  done 
all  he  could.  We  knew  from  his  attitude  that  he  had 
given  up  hopes  of  her  recovery.  Upon  leaving,  the 
doctor  said  he  would  call  later  in  the  day  to  see  how 
she  was. 

"As  I  stood  at  the  foot  of  her  bed,  I  realized  that 
Mrs.  Lindsey  was  dying.  Being  in  the  presence  of  death 
was  new  to  me,  but  seemingly  something  that  could 
not  now  be  avoided.  Yet  as  I  stood  there,  an  as¬ 
surance  came  to  me  that  if  the  Elders'  hands  were  laid 
upon  her  head  for  a  blessing,  she  would  recover.  Her 
breathing  was  steadily  getting  worse,  her  pain  was  in¬ 
creasing  and  she  labored  for  each  breath  as  though  it 
were  her  last. 

"The  family  had  been  notified  that  their  mother  was 
not  expected  to  live.  Sister  Peterson  explained  to  the 
family,  that  since  their  mother  was  an  earnest  investi¬ 
gator  of  the  Gospel,  we  felt  that  the  ordinance  of  ad¬ 
ministration  would  relieve  her  intense  pain.  After  se¬ 
curing  their  permission,  preparations  were  made  for  the 
administration. 

"I  administered  to  Mrs.  Lindsey  giving  to  her  and 
her  family  the  assurance  that  through  their  faith  and 
prayers  she  would  be  healed. 

"She  had  been  raised  in  an  upright  position  to  aid 
her  breathing.  Immediately  after  the  administration, 
she  was  lowered  to  the  pillow  in  a  natural  sleeping 
position.  The  medicine  ordered  by  the  doctor  was  no 
longer  needed.  She  made  some  improvement  during 
the  day,  and  when  the  doctor  called  at  nine  o'clock 
that  evening  he  was  astonished  at  her  much  improved 
condition.  He  said  that  he  thought  a  superior  power 
to  his,  had  been  the  cause  of  recovery  in  such  a  short 
time. 

"Although  Mrs.  Lindsey  is  65  years  old,  she  is  doing 
her  own  house  work.  She  is  healthy  and  looks  happy. 
She  is  convinced  that  it  was  through  the  powers  of 
the  Priesthood  that  she  recovered.  She  is  now  a  good 
Latter-day  Saint." 

EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT :- Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

"But  I  have  commanded  you  to  bring  up  your 
children  in  light  and  truth." 

The  East  Iowa  District  is  proud  of  its  nine  organized 
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Primaries,  all  growing  rapidly  and  with  new  interest. 

Sister  Rose  Bernards  and  Mary  Furr  laboring  in  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  report:  "We  find  it  necesasry  to  turn 
one  of  our  Primaries  over  to  Sister  Fred  Kildow  of 
Cordova,  Illinois,  that  we  might  be  able  to  organize 
another  one  here  in  Rock  Island.  Sister  Kildow  was 
baptized  last  September  and  is  to  be  complimented 
for  her  exceptionally  fine  work.  Non-member  children 
perform  frequently  at  our  'two  and  a  half  minute  talk' 
periods  in  Sunday  School.  Our  Easter  and  Mothers' 
Day  programs  were  outstanding  events  because  of  the 
children's  colorful  exercises.  We  have  found  abundant 
talent  and  possibilities  in  these  children.  Through  Pri¬ 
mary  work  we  have  reached  the  hearts  of  many  parents 
and  “have  now  a  number  of  friends  and  investigators 
among  them.'' 

Blanche  Mary  Geddes  and  Roberta  Lee  Vickers  of 
Rock  Island  were  baptized  May  8  by  Brother  Walter 
Langtimm.  We  pray  that  they  will  enjoy  continued 
happiness  in  their  constant  search  for  truth. 

We  deeply  regret  the  passing  of  Brother  Charles 
Cushion  of  Eddyville,  Iowa.  To  his  family  we  extend 
our  deepest  sympathies  and  pray  our  Heavenly  Father 
will  send  His  comforting  influence  in  their  hours  of 
sorrow. 

Our  District  conference  held  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
May  22,  was  well  attended  and  thoroughly  enjoyed. 
President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley  and  Elders  Bartlett  C. 
Mitchell  and  Ferra  M.  Young  of  the  office  force  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  in  their  short  visit  with  us.  We  re¬ 
joiced  in  their  words  of  inspiration  and  encouragement, 
and  were  happy  to  have  them  with  us. 

Our  summer  work  in  the  country  is  proving  both 
pleasant  and  faith  promoting.  The  power  of  prayer  and 
humility  has  been  made  manifest  many  times.  The  as¬ 
surance  that  God  does  and  will  provide  for  his  faithful 
servants  is  indeed  a  source  of  joy  and  satisfaction. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT: -Richard  A.  Parry,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  month  of  May  marked  two  outstanding  events 
in  the  South  Indiana  District.  On  May  7  the  District 
M.  I.  A.  Spring  Festival  was  held  in  Indianapolis.  All 
of  the  branches  in  the  district  were  represented  and 
this  event  marked  a  fitting  climax  to  the  Mutual  Im¬ 
provement  activities  for  the  past  season. 

On  May  29th  the  district  conference  was  held  in 
Indianapolis  with  President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley,  presid¬ 
ing.  Sister  May  G.  Hinckley  represented  the  Mission 
Relief  Society.  All  of  the  sessions  were  well  attended 
and  the  visitors  from  afar  returned  to  their  branches 
with  renewed  enthusiasm  to  live  and  teach  the  Gospel. 

The  "Joy  Boys"  completed  their  tour  of  the  mission 
at  the  district  conference  where  they  sang  their  "Swan 
Song."  For  the  past  five  months  these  missionaries, 
Elders  Trauffer,  Nicoll  and  Parry  have  been  traveling 
the  mission  in  the  interest  of  the  M.  I.  A.  They  cov¬ 
ered  12,000  miles  and  visited  every  branch,  at  their 
own  expense.  Due  to  the  combined  efforts  of  these 
M.  I.  A.  representatives  and  perfect  cooperation  of 
each  branch  and  M.  I.  A.  organizaiton  in  the  mission, 
the  Northern  States  reports  100%  in  the  holding  of  the 
Spring  Festivals  for  the  past  season.  Every  Spring 
Festival  was  highly  entertaining  and  artistically  pre¬ 
sented.  Many  investigators  attended  and  performed  in 
a  Mormon  function  for  the  first  time,  due  to  the 
Mutual  activities  and  were  greatly  impressed  with  the 
high  type  of  entertainment. 

As  summer  work  begins  the  missionaries  aim  to  hold 
a  testimony  meeting  with  each  isolated  family  in  the 
district. 

Elder  Owen  Probst  will  be  in  charge  of  the  district 
following  the  release  of  Elder  Richard  Parry. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Joel  Alma  Parrish  — From  Farmington,  Utah,  to  Wisconsin. 
Don  Charles  Bloomfield -From  Kirtland,  N.  M.,  to  S.  Ill. 
Anthon  O.  Montgomery-From  Clearfield,  U.,  to  S.  Ill. 
Thelma  Dora  Herschi  — From  Rexburg,  Ida.,  to  Wisconsin. 
Margarita  E.  Foerster-From  New  York  City  to  Wis. 
Nola  Mae  Kerby  — From  Douglas,  Ariz.,  to  Wisconsin. 


Afton  Dee  Alger  — From  Elmo,  U.,  to  North  Indiana. 
Hazel  Glover  — From  Midvale,  Utah. 

TRANSFERS 

Nina  Belle  Tenney -From  Wisconsin  to  Mission  Office. 
Myrtle  Winger -From  South  Ohio  to  Mission  Office. 
Ferrell  E.  Carter  — From  S.  Indiana  to  East  Iowa  District. 
Owen  Probst -From  East  Iowa  to  S.  Indiana  District. 
Clair  Moore  Stevens -From  N.  Indiana  to  S.  Illinois. 
Clare  Brown -From  South  Illinois  to  North  Indiana  Dist. 
Thelma  Herschi  — From  Wisconsin  to  West  Iowa  District. 
Oscar  Boyer -From  North  Indiana  to  West  Michigan. 
Marva  Cram -From  West  Michigan  to  Mission  Office. 
Frank  A.  Nicoll  — From  South  Indiana  to  Wisconsin. 
Alfred  Trauffer -From  South  Indiana  to  East  Iowa  Dist. 
Kenneth  Turner -From  Wis.,  to  Western  States  Mission. 
RELEASES 

Charles  S.  Weber  of  S.  Illinois  — Home,  Freedom,  Wyo. 
Orvil  Murdock  of  E.  Iowa  — Home,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 
Blanch  Abegglen  of  S.  Illinois —  Home,  St.  Anthony,  Ida. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ferrell  E.  Carter —  President  of  East  Iowa  District. 

Owen  Probst -President  of  South  Indiana  District. 

Marva  Cram  — Mission  Stenographer. 

BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

HARMONY  PILGRIMAGE 


Saturday,  May  14,  Saints,  investigators  and  friends 
enjoyed  a  pilgrimage  to  Harmony,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Susquehanna  where,  one  hundred  and  nine 
years  previous,  lacking  a  day,  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
was  restored  to  the  earth. 

The  New  York  Slake  joined  with  the  Eastern  Stales 


ERECTING  A  SIGN  AT  THE  SITE  OF  TIIE 
I'RO CHET’S  HOME  IN  HARMONY.  PENN. 


Mission  in  erecting  a  sign,  constructed  by  Moroni 
Schindler,  a  member  of  the  Manhattan  Ward,  with  the 
inscription,  "Near  this  spot  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet 
translated  the  Book  of  Mormon,  1829,"  replacing  an  old 
unsightly  board  containing  the  words,  "Joseph  Smith 
wrote  the  Book  of  Mormon  here."  Those  in  charge  of 
erecting  the  sign  endeavored  to  place  it  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  spot  where  the  home  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  was  located.  The  claim  which  seemed  to  be 
the  most  reasonable  was  the  one  that  placed  the  Joseph 
Smith  home  just  west  of  the  cemetery  on  the  south  side 
of  the  highway.  Here  the  sign  was  erected.  An  elderly 
resident  of  Harmony  states  that  he  recalls  the  home 
as  being  located  at  the  spot,  the  house  having  been 
moved  from  a  point  several  hundred  yards  north  and 
west  of  its  final  location.  His  testimony  seems  to  bo 
quite  reliable  and  is  corroborated  by  other  satisfactory 
evidence. 
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A  thorough  investigation  is  being  launched  by  the 
Eastern  States  Mission  to  determine  for  a  certainty,  if 
possible,  the  excat  spot  where  the  Prophet's  home  was 
located,  as  well  as  to  establish  the  site  of  the  Isaac 
Hale  home  which  apparently  stood  east  of  the  cemetery 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  however,  some  persons 
claim  that  the  Isaac  Hale  home  rested  on  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  dweling  which  stands  farther  to  the  west, 
north  of  the  highway. 

A  number  of  the  group  climbed  to  the  "silver  mine" 
where,  more  than  112  years  ago,  the  boy  prophet 
worked  for  Josiah  Stoal.  There  still  remains  quite  a 
hole  in  the  hill  where  the  search  was  pursued  by  Mr. 
Stoal  and  his  associates.  It  was  Joseph  who  convinced 
Josiah  Stoal  of  the  futility  of  searching  for  silver  and 
so,  after  a  month's  work,  the  search  for  the  treasure, 
which  the  Spaniards  had  led  Mr.  Stoal  to  believe  could 
be  found  in  the  hill,  was  discontinued. 

Talks  fitting  to  the  occasion  were  given,  a  pageant, 
"The  Priesthood  of  Aaron,"  was  presented,  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  exercises  two  baptisms  were  performed 
in  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  brought  vividly  to  mind 
the  visit  to  earth  of  a  heavenly  messenger,  John  the 
Baptist,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron. 
All  present  were  filled  with  the  spirit  of  reverence  and 
thankfulness  for  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

ABEL  S.  RICH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT  :-S.  LeVan  Kimball,  President, 
21  Ontario  Si.  S.f  Si.  Catharines,  Oni. 

Nothing  is  of  more  worth  in  this  world  than  a  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  divinity  of  the  mission  of  Joseph  Smith 
and  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel.  At  a  report 
meeting  in  St.  Catharines  May  14,  of  the  ten  mission¬ 
aries  in  the  district,  with  ten  visiting  missionaries  and 
the  mission  office,  testimonies  were  voiced  by  all,*  also 
expressions  of  contentment  and  happiness.  The  day 
was  climaxed  with  the  annual  banquet  of  the  St.  Cath¬ 
arines  Branch. 

Some  very  interesting  contacts  have  been  made  re¬ 
cently.  Elder  Gardner  in  Niagara  Falls,  playing  with 
that  city's  baseball  squad,  met  a  young  man  who  knew 
the  Mormon  basketball  team  in  England  and  expressed 
his  admiration  for  them.  Through  baseball  Elder  Gard¬ 
ner  has  made  some  very  fine  contacts  with  numerous 
business  men  of  the  town. 

Pres.  Kimball  and  Elder  Henninger  are  finding  country 
work  around  St.  Catharines  most  profitable  and  inter¬ 
esting.  The  Church  Security  Plan  is  now  under  opera¬ 
tion.  The  Church  Welfare  Plan  is  also  operating  in 
Hamilton,  through  Elders  Wilde  and  Olsen.  Good  suc¬ 
cess  and  cooperation  is  reported  there.  The  hand  of 
the  Lord  was  with  the  program  in  the  West,  and  we 
feel  confident  that  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
people,  success  will  abound  here. 

At  a  beautiful  play  presented  in  Hamilton,  April  24, 
the  missionaries  of  the  district  presented  a  Gospel 
message  in  a  different  manner.  The  play  written  for 
the  occasion  by  two  of  the  Hamilton  lady  missionaries, 
Viola  Stock  and  Virginia  Saunders,  depicted  the  suc¬ 
cession  of  Presidency  of  the  Church  from  Joseph  Smith 
to  Brigham  Young.  A  large  crowd  was  in  attendance 
and  many  expressed  the  thought  that  the  play  brought 
to  them  a  clearer  picture  and  better  understanding  of 
the  memorable  event  than  could  a  sermon. 

The  meetings  of  the  district  are  progressing  nicely. 
The  Primaries  have  grown  to  overflowing  in  Hamilton, 
and  now  a  problem  of  suitable  meeting  places  con¬ 
fronts  the  missionaries.  We  feel  grateful  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  success  and  joy  in  our  work. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT:  -  Marvin  S.  Taylor,  President, 
222  King  St.  S.f  Waterloo,  Ont. 

"What  I  the  Lord  have  spoken,  I  have  spoken,  and 
L  excuse  not  myself;  and  though  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not  pass  away,  but 
shall  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mine  own  voice  or  by  the 


voice  of  my  servants,  it  is  the  same."  Doc.  &  Cav. 
1:38. 

With  revelation  as  its  foundation  and  Christ  its  l;v- 
ing  head  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  day 
Saints  stands  paramount  in  its  ability  to  quench  the 
spiri.ual  thirst  of  mankind.  It  is  a  comforting  thought 
to  the  missionaries  that  the  truths  we  bear  witness  of 
have  flown  through  the  channels  of  revelation  from 
the  source  of  all  truth. 

Sisters  Clara  Isaksen  and  Irene  Cox  have  teen  aid¬ 
ing  in  the  work  of  Elijah  in  "turning  the  hearts 
of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  hearts  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers,"  through  extensive  efforts  in 


DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS’  CONFERENCE, 
TORONTO,  ONT.,  APRIL  26  AND  27 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Newel  K.  Brown. 
London  District;  Abel  S.  Rich,  Mission  President; 
Marvin  S.  Taylor,  Kitchener  District. 

Middle  Row:  Harold  W.  Blackmore,  Ottawa 
District;  S.  Arvid  Dodge,  Montreal  District. 

Hack  Row:  s.  LeVan  Kimball,  Hamilton  Dis¬ 
trict;  LaVor  B.  Reed,  Mission  Secretary;  Lorin  H. 
Johnson,  Toronto  District. 

•fracing  genealogy  for  several  Utah  families.  WiJh  this 
method  of  approach  our  "missionary  girls"  have  been 
able  to  fulfill  a  two-fold  purpose -that  of  gathering 
needed  genealogy  and  expounding  vital  truths  of  the 
revealed  word  of  God. 

The  "Mormon  Empire"  left  it's  impression  upon  a 
great  educator  and  man  of  no:e,  Mr.  A.  Pentiin,  public 
school  inspector,  who,  after  a  world's  tour,  gave  ex¬ 
pression  to  his  thoughts  at  a  Kinsman  Club  dinner  a! 
Hanover,  Ont.  In  discussing  interesting  phases  of  hV 
journey,  his  greatest  tribute  was  paid  to  Utah  end  the 
Mormons.  Among  many  things  he  said:  "Utah  is  a 
state  that  has  become  a  virtual  garden;  a  place  of 
beautiful  farms  and  communities.  It  is  the  work  of 
the  Mormons,  trustworthy  and  honest  in  all  their  busi¬ 
ness  dealings,  a  people  for  whom  I  have  the  greatest 
respect,  and  who  have  made  wonderful  progress  in  the 
West."  In  his  opinion  Brigham  Young  was  one  of  llv: 
world's  greatest  pioneers.  He  commended  the  Mor¬ 
mons  for  having  conquered  the  barren  west  and  in¬ 
stituted  of  late  the  Church  Security  Program  removin'? 
many  of  the  Mormons  who  were  on  government  relief. 

LONDON  DISTRICT: -Newel  K.  Brown,  President,  67 
Patterson  Ave.,  Chatham,  Oni. 

A  trading  friend  after  hearing  the  philosophy  of  lifa 
and  the  ideals  of  the  Mormon  people  as  expressed  by 
one  of  the  missionaries  made  the  following  statement 
"I  have  never  before  known  there  was  a  religion  that 
could  do  for  one  what  your  religion  does  for  its  people. 
If  I  could  have  only  had  that  kind  of  outlook  on  life,. 
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whal  a  different  path  of  life  I  could  now  look  back 
upon.  Your  religion  truly  does  answer  the  questions 
of  life.  It  is  beautiful.  What  peace  of  mind,  what 
satisfaction,  what  hope  must  come  from  such  a  phil¬ 
osophy." 

It  is  meeting  people  like  that,  together  with  the 
lestimony  of  the  truth  we  bear  that  makes  us  mission¬ 
aries  happy  in  our  work.  We  feel  that  through  our 
persistent  efforts,  the  truths  of  the  restored  Gospel  are 
being  carried  into  the  homes  and  hearts  of  new  friends 
each  day. 

In  the  city  of  London  Sisters  Edith  Jamison  and  Dor¬ 
othy  Andrews  have  recently  contacted  a  family  who 
are  really  anxious  to  learn  more  of  the  true  principles 
of  life.  It  seems  that  for  years  these  people  have 
been  looking  for  something  that  seemed  not  to  exist 
until  these  two  servants  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
met  them. 

The  Primary  work  in  London  is  growing.  Elders 
Newel  Dickson  and  Merlin  Yates  have  started  a  Pri¬ 
mary  class  for  the  neighborhood  children.  We  give 
credit  to  the  Elders  who  are  willing  to  devote  some  of 
their  time  to  Primary  activity.  Miss  Doreen  Greaves, 
an  investigator  friend,  assisted  the  lady  missionaries  in 
sponsoring  a  special  Easter  outing  for  the  Primary 
children  of  London.  The  parents  of  the  children  ex¬ 
press  their  appreciation  of  the  splendid  development 
the  Primary  activity  affords  their  children. 

We  have  an  addition  to  our  Windsor  personnel.  Sis¬ 
ter  Ellen  Rich  recently  came  to  us  from  the  Ottawa 
District  and  is  now  working  with  Sister  Laurel  Hill.  We 
extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Sister  Rich  and  wish  for 
her  much  happiness  in  her  work  here. 

In  the  branches  at  Windsor  and  Chatham  successful 
Easter  programs  were  presented.  A  closing  M.  I.  A. 
social  under  the  leadership  of  Elder  Wayne  Tippetts  was 
an  event  of  interest  in  Chatham  this  month.  A  special 
Mothers'  Day  program  was  given  in  conjunction  with 
fhe  Sacrament  service  in  Chatham  May  8th. 

President  Brown  and  Elder  Tippetts  recently  made  a 
trip  to  the  city  of  Leamington  where  they  contacted  the 
executives  of  the  service  clubs  and  made  arrangements 
to  have  President  Rich  and  a  musical  group  present  a 
program  before  their  clubs  prior  to  our  opening  the 
regular  missionary  work  there.  It  is  our  desire  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  people  there  somewhat  with  the  Mormon 
people  and  the  land  of  Utah  previous  to  Elders  going 
there  to  tract. 

We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  steady  recovery  of 
Sister  Dorothy  Andrews  who  has  been  ill.  We  wish 
her  increased  health  and  every  blessing  for  her  hap¬ 
piness. 

We  are  happy  in  our  work  and  grateful  for  the 
many  blessings  we  receive  each  day. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Harold  W.  Blackmore,  Presi¬ 
dent,  224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Onl. 

The  missionaries  are  all  doing  a  very  fine  work. 
Much  has  been  accomplished  through  radio  work  under 
Elder  Barton's  able  direction.  We  find  that  there  are 
many  consistent  and  satisfied  listeners  to  the  programs 
that  are  presented. 

A  very  impressive  baptismal  service  was  held  at  the 
Plant  Bath  in  Ottawa  on  May  15.  Elder  William  J. 
Smith  baptized  Floyd  Stoodley,  Feme  Dorthy  Nicholas, 
Teresa  Isabelle  Thelma  Eileen  Woods,  and  Mary  Easter 
Louisa  Woods.  Immediately  following  the  baptismal 
service  a  very  inspirational  confirmation  service  was 

held  at  the  Albion  Hall. 

Sisters  Rigby  and  Anderson  who  have  made  very 
many  friends  in  the  city  of  Renfrew  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  back  to  Ottawa  for  the  summer  months,  but 

they  hope  to  continue  their  work  again  in  the  near 
future  in  Renfrew. 

Sisters  Stitt  and  Ashby  are  having  very  fine  success 
in  their  work  in  Ottawa.  They  have  made  some  very 
fine  friends  with  the  Young  People's  organizations  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  and  they  will  continue  to  contact  them 

for  the  summer  months.  The  attitude  of  these  people 

is  one  of  friendliness  toward  the  Gospel. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT Lorin  H.  Johnson,  President, 
410  Christie  St.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

"Nature  is  God’s  handiwork,"  and  what  beautiful 


handiwork  when  one  has  the  privilege  of  seeing  On¬ 
tario,  Canada,  in  the  spring  1  It  has  been  the  privilege 
of  Pres.  Johnson  and  Elder  Peterson  to  tour  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  district.  They  visited  with  Collins  in 
Uxbridge,  with  McQuedes  and  Dalgleushes  in  Oshawa, 
with  Wanamakers  in  Trenton,  with  Scotts  in  Picton,  with 
Tomlinsons  in  Port  Hope,  with  Hargraves  in  Lindsey, 
with  Sholers  in  Peterborough  as  well  as  with  many 
other  friends.  They  found  all  were  well  and  rejoicing 
in  living  the  Gospel. 

Elder  Reed  and  Pres.  Johnson  are  now  in  the  gold 
mining  territory  of  Northern  Ontario.  They  report  the 
Saints  very  happy  to  see  them  after  a  long  winter. 
At  Cobalt  they  found  Sisters  Belsham  and  Appleby  well 
and  with  strong  testimonies  of  the  Gospel.  They  en¬ 
joyed  visits  at  Charlton  with  Brother  Gray  and  at  Kirk¬ 
land  Lake  with  Sister  Collins.  At  Timmins  they  have 
had  the  privilege  of  visiting  several  friends  and  have 
found  Sisters  Everett,  Williams,  Collins  and  Rogers  all 
well  and  happy.  They  have  been  particularly  blessed 
in  obtaining  rides  and  lodgings. 

On  Sunday,  April  24,  a  very  inspiralional  baptismal 
service  was  held.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  Church  we  were  able  to  use  their  font  for 
the  baptismal  service.  The  confirmation  service  was 
held  in  our  own  hall.  At  this  time  five  converts  and 
four  children  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  Sister 
Alma  Patricia  Smith  was  baptized  by  Pres.  Johnson  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Peterson/  Sister  Dorothy  Valerie 
Traynor  was  baptized  by  Pres.  Johnson  and  oenfirmed 
by  Brother  Wm.  Mark;  Sister  Edith  Mae  Harris  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Dodge  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Gibb; 
Brother  Douglas  Glenn  Kennedy  was  baptized  by  Pres. 
Johnson  and  confirmed  by  Wm.  Mark;  Brother  Francis 
Sidney  Mount  was  baptized  by  Elder  Dodge  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  Brother  Sidney  Mount;  Sister  Mary  Mount  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Redd  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Peter¬ 
son;  Sister  Denelda  Reid  Elliot  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Redd  and  confirmed  by  Brother  Purvis;  Sister  Ruth 
Zuber  was  baptized  by  Elder  Dodge  and  confirmed  by 
Brother  Zuber.  We  sincerely  pray  that  they  will  find 
joy  and  happiness  in  the  Gospel  which  we  so'  enjoy. 

We  are  happy  to  see  the  progress  being  made  in  all 
departments  of  our  work.  Our  Books  of  Mormon  dis¬ 
tributed  have  shown  a  marked  increase.  Elder  Hancock 
should  be  congratulated  on  leading  the  mission.  The 
lady  missionaries  are  having  much  success  with  their 
Primaries.  Elders  Smith  and  Redd  have  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  showing  the  picture  slides  several  times.  Elders 
Gibb  and  Harper  are  winning  friends  through  their 
music. 

A  beautiful  and  impressive  funeral  service  was  held 
for  Sister  Harrison.  Pres.  Abel  S.  Rich  gave  some  com¬ 
forting  thoughts,  and  Elders  Harper  and  Gibb  and  Sis¬ 
ter  Carlston  furnished  beautiful  music.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  to  those  bereaved. 

TRANSFER 

S.  Arvid  Dodge -From  Mission  Office  to  Montreal  Disi. 
APPOINTMENTS 

S.  Arvid  Dodge —  President  Montreal  District. 

Arvel  E.  Stratford  — Supervisor  Sunday  Schools  and 

Assistant  Mission  Secretary. 

LaVor  B.  Reed -Mission  Secretary,  Apr.  28. 

LaVor  B  Reed -President  Toronto  District,  May  23. 
RELEASE 

Lorin  H.  Johnson  of  Toronto —  Home,,  Preston,  Idaho. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


It  is  a  great  mistake  when  we  get  the 
idea  that  the  things  that  make  life  worth 
living  belong  to  our  neighbors.  If  we 
cannot  be  happy  with  enough  to  make 
us  comfortable,  we  would  not  be  con¬ 
tented  with  the  wealth  of  nations. — 
Selected. 
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NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT:  -  Chester  A.  Becraft, 
President,  4 Vi  Beacon  St.,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 

The  month  of  May  has  seen  several  new  develop¬ 
ments  in  missionary  work  in  the  New  Hampshire  Dis¬ 
trict.  During  the  winter,  work  has  been  centered  mainly* 
about  the  object  of  making  numerous  friends  and  thus 
reducing  the  prejudice  so  prevalent  throughout  this 
district.  Now  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries  this, 
prejudice  has  been  greatly  reduced,  and  our  trading 
results  are  becoming  more  satisfactory. 

Sisters  Higbee  and  Weston  are  still  carrying  on  their 
work  in  Nashua,  and  their  labors  are  worthy  of  com¬ 
mendation.  Through  their  efforts  they  have  organized 
a  Bee-hive  group  which  consists  mainly  of  children  not 
of  our  faith.  In  addition  to  this  class  they  also  have 
several  investigators  who  attend  meetings  regularly. 

Well  might  we  all  heed  the  admonition,  "If  at  first 
you  don’t  succeed,  try,  try  again."  This  has  been  one 
of  our  slogans  in  this  district  and  is  helpful  to  all  fol¬ 
lowing  it. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT: -Dari  Andersen,  President,  Box 
303,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 

"Go  in  all  meekness,  in  sobriety,  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  Him  crucified;  not  to  contend  with  others 
on  account  of  their  faith,  or  systems  of  religion,  but 
pursue  a  steady  course.  This  I  delivered  by  way  of 
commandment,  and  all  who  observe  it  not,  will  pull 
down  persecution  upon  their  heads,  while  those  who 
do,  shall  always  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost;  this  I 
pronounced  as  a  prophecy." —  Joseph  Smith. 

This  gem  of  prophecy  is  applicable  to  all  mission¬ 
aries,  for  it  is  bearing  our  testimony  of  Christ,  and 

not  contending  with  other  religions,  which  brings  joy 

and  success. 

Many  new  ways  have  been  opened  for  the  Vermont 
missionaries  to  bear  their  testimonies  of  Christ,  and 

that  he  has  spoken  again  to  mankind.  Elders  Berrett 
and  Richards  have  enjoyed  great  success  in  showing  the 
illustrated  lectures  to  different  organizations  in  Rutland 
and  surrounding  towns.  Out  of  their  many  new  con¬ 
tacts,  one  is  a  minister  who  contacted  missionaries 
while  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  says  he  thought  they 
were  fine  fellows  and  he  now  frequently  mentions  the 
Book  of  Mormon  in  his  services,  and  tells  the  congre¬ 
gation  it  was  inspired  of  God. 

Elders  Wise  and  Andersen  in  Morrisville  have  had 
success  in  obtaining  a  regular  weekly  broadcast  over 
WDEV  in  Waterbury,  Vermont.  The  station  managers 
were  favorably  impressed  with  the  program.  Truly, 
we  of  this  district  feel  the  aid  of  God  in  our  work. 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT :- Henry  J.  Skid¬ 
more,  President,  99  Elliot  Si.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

"And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing;  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." 

In  the  month  of  December,  1937,  two  missionaries  took 
up  their  residence  in  the  city  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  It 
was  a  new  field,  and  progress  was  of  necessity  slow, 
not  only  because  of  the  complete  absence  of  friends, 
but  because  of  inclement  weather.  A  good  deal  of 
time  was  spent  in  preparation  and  study.  At  last 
Spring  came  and  with  it  increased  activity.  There 
being  no  Church  organization,  tracting  became  the 
foremost  activity.  The  majority  of  the  people  con¬ 
tacted  were  courteous  enough,  but  not  interested.  It 
was  discouraging,  but  the  Elders  stayed,  and  now 
fruits  of  their  labors  are  to  be  seen.  The  entire  town 
has  been  completely  traded  twice,  visits  have  been 
made  to  the  various  churches  and  to  city  officials,  and 
two  street  meetings  have  been  held,  with  plans  for  more 
in  the  near  future.  There  are  now  ten  or  twelve  earnest 
investigators  besides  numerous  friends.  The  missionar¬ 
ies  are  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  seeds  of  truth  have  been  sown.  May  the 
Lord  bless  the  harvest. 

In  Springfield  the  lady  missionaries  have  organized 
two  new  Primary  classes.  A  Blue  Bird  class  consisting 
of  six  girls,  and  a  boys'  Trail  Builder  class.  The  chil¬ 


dren  and  their  parents,  all  of  whom  are  non-members, 
are  enthusiastic  in  their  support. 

Several  illustrated  lectures  have  been  given,  aug¬ 
menting  the  routine  activities  of  tracting,  cottage  meet¬ 
ings,  and  a  weekly  radio  program. 

On  Sunday,  May  22,  we  were  honored  in  having 
President  Eyring  speak  to  us  in  conference.  It  was  thei 
second  conference  in  the  Springfield  Branch,  since  the 
organization  of  the  West  Massachusetts  District.  His 
encouraging  remarks  stimulated  a  desire  to  serve  God 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  truth. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
La  Val  Clayton  — From  San  Diego,  Calif.,  to  Mission  Off. 
TRANSFERS 

J.  Norris  Larsen -From  Maine  ot  Rhode  Island  District. 
Ned  M.  Morgan -From  Rhode  Island  to  Maine  District. 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Publicity  Director. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

NORTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT: -B.  Harry  Goodman, 
President,  644  Marshall  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

"Be  strong! 

We  are  not  here  to  play,  to  dream,  to  drift; 

We  have  hard  work  to  do,  and  loads  to  lift; 

Shun  not  the  struggle  — face  it;  'tis  God's  gift." 

This  thought  should  be  the  theme  of  every  mission¬ 
ary  who  enters  the  mission  field.  We  should  keep 
uppermost  in  our  minds  the  fact  that  in  one  revelation 
is  outlined  the  work  that  is  upon  the  head  of  every 
missionary  in  the  field  today.  It  was  given  through 
the  Prophet  Joseph  to  his  father,  saying,  "O  ye  that 
embark  in  the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve  him 
with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and  strength,  that  ye 
may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last  day." 

Last  month  we  again  had  the  pleasure  of  President 
David  A.  Broadbent's  being  with  us  in  district  con¬ 
ference-held  in  the  Dalbo  chapel.  Three  services  were 
planned,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  member  of  tHe 
Church  in  that  township  had  passed  away,  the  afternoon 
session  was  omitted  and  funeral  services  were  held  in¬ 
stead.  The  departed  one  was  Miss  Mavis  Hehschel, 
a  girl  of  14  years.  Knowing  that  our  chapel  would 
not  be  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  audience 
we  engaged  the  Methodist  chapel.  President  Broadbent 
.spoke  inspiringly  at  the  services  to  which  were  gath¬ 
ered  over  800  friends.  The  hopes  and  promises  and  the 
comforting  assurances  of  the  Gospel  were  clearly  ex¬ 
plained  and  much  favorable  comment  was  made  con¬ 
cerning  the  services.  We  never  know  just  how  much 
good  will  come  of  such  an  occasion,  but  feel  sure  that 
many  new  friends  are  added  to  the  Church. 

"The  ends  of  the  earth  shall  inquire  after  thy  name," 
spoke  the  Lord  to  Joseph  Smith.  Then  to  the  Mission 
Office  comes  this  note  from  the  Professor  in  charge  cf 
a  study  group  at  Hamline  University,  St.  Paul:  "I 
have  a  class  of  ten  students  studying  modern  religious 
groups.  They  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  but  find  it  difficult  to  discover  un¬ 
biased  information  about  them.  Could  you  send  me 
literature,  or  do  you  have  a  missionary  who  would 
like  to  speak  to  this  group?"  As  a  response  Elder  S. 
George  Ellsworth,  our  Mission  Secretary,  and  Elder  J. 
Nevin  Richards,  Mission  Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools 
and  M.  I.  A.'s,  met  them  on  Wednesday  and  spoke 
so  enlighteningly  to  them  on  the  history  of  "Mormon- 
ism,"  its  principles  and  aims,  that  they  were  invited 
back  for  the  next  class  period.  Elder  B.  Harry  Good¬ 
man  accompanied  Elder  Ellsworth  on  the  second  visit 
and  there  showed  the  film  strip,  "Landmarks  of  Church 
History,"  elaborating  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Church. 
After  each  class  presentation,  time  was  given  for  ques¬ 
tions  to  which  the  students  responded  with  keen  inter¬ 
est.  Some  were  so  impressed  by  the  teachings  of  "Mor- 
monism"  that  they  used  their  lunch  period  to  learn 
more  concernig  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  the  Church, 
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"firing"  one  question  after  another  until  they  were 
forced  by  time  to  leave. 

Several  park  meetings  are  being  held  by  the  Elders 
and  lady  missionaries  in  St.  Paul.  As  one  lady  passed 
through  the  park  she  made  this  remark  to  one  of  the 
Elders:  "You  are  the  only  people  that  are  teaching 

the  truth." 

Elders  Stoker  and  Nelson  and  Sisters  Chadwick  and 
Wagslaff  are  laboring  in  Brainerd,  and  are  at  present 
endeavoring  to  organize  a  Relief  Society,  and  attempt¬ 
ing  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  the 
necessity  of  living  the  Gospel.  Elders  Hintze  and  Fos¬ 
ter  in  Crosby  have  recently  organized  another  Sunday 
School  and  have  plans  for  a  Relief  Society  and  Primary. 
Elders  Schofield  and  Benson  are  in  Stillwater  and  are 
doing  a  fine  piece  of  work  in  that  community,  making 
many  new  friends  and  investigators  of  the  Church. 
Sister*  Despain  and  Thornton  are  in  St.  Paul  holding 
Primaries  and  cottage  meetings  each  week.  Elders  Good¬ 
man  and  Ogzewalla  are  spending  their  time  between  St. 
Paul  and  Dalbo  attempting  to  keep  the  work  going  as 
well  as  possible. 

MANITOBA  DISTRICT: -Raymond  H.  Goodwin,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Fort  Frances,  Ontario. 

"If  we  would  only  let  the  Lord  help  us!"  This  very 
appropriate  sentence  was  the  keynote  of  President  Broad- 
bent's  message  in  our  recent  district  conference.  As 
human  beings  we  are  very  weak  in  teaching  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  but  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  we  are  mighty  in 
reaping'  the  harvest  of  souls.  The  Manitoba  District 
has  taken  a  new  step  forward  for  progress,  we  have  di¬ 
vorced  ourselves  entirely  from  branch  work,  and  have 
moved  into  a  new  field  in  the  extreme  eastern  section 
of  this  large  district,  and  there,  systematically,  we  are 
developing  a  project  which  as  it  grows,  will  grow  west¬ 
ward  and  northward,  until  ultimately  the  whole  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  district  will  be  covered  — every  soul  reached 
with  the  Gospel  message.  In  moving  from  Manitoba  to 
Ontario,  we  leave  many  friends  and  fine  contacts  be¬ 
hind,  but  by  correspondence  and  otherwise  we  are 
trying  to  keep  those  fine  people  alive  in  the  truth. 
There  are  some  who  are  earnestly  studying  the  Gospel 
and  have  applied  for  baptism. 

Just  prior  to  leaving  Winipeg,  Sister  Black  received 
a  letter  from  a  woman  living  in  her  ward,  saying  that 
she  had  a  brother  in  Winnipeg,  whom  she  had  not  seen 
nor  heard  from  for  27  years,  at  which  time  she  joined 
the  Church  and  was  disinherited,  and  disowned,  be¬ 
cause  of  prejudice.  One  attempt  had  been  made  be¬ 
fore  by  the  missionaries  to  contact  him,  but  with  no 
avail.  Sisters  Wood  and  Black  called  on  him,  however, 
and  were  well  received.  As  a  result  of  that  visit  he 
wrote  to  his  sister  and  the  lady  missionaries  have  a 
standing  invitation  to  visit  this  home. 

The  results  in  our  new  projects  are  indeed  gratifying. 
This  is  the  first  time  Elders  have  set  to  work  in  this 
field.  Elders  Dowdle  and  Smith  working  in  Rainy 
River  are  getting  into  about  one-fourth  of  the  homes 
and  already  have  places  to  hold  cottage  meetings  and 
use  the  film  slides.  Elders  Goodwin  and  Hatch  and 
Sisters  Wood  and  Black  in  Fort  Frances  (also  a  virgin 
missinoary  field)  are  all  having  exceptional  success  in 
tracting.  Through  their  presence  and  activity  the  en¬ 
tire  city  is  aroused  to  the  message  of  "Mormonism." 
This  interest  has  stimulated  many  to  an  analysis  of  their 
own  position.  Holding  several  meetings,  we  look 
forward  with  optimism  to  the  work  ahead  in  these  fine 
communities.  The  people  here  are  mostly  Catholic. 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT: -Karl  Martin,  President, 
Box  201,  Lewisiown,  Montana. 

We  are  happy  to  report  our  various  projects  here 
in  the  Yellowstone  District  to  be  making  considerable 
growth.  Recently  in  Baker,  Montana,  Elders  Smith  and 
Jepson  held  a  very  impressive  baptismal  service  and 
at  that  time  eighteen  converts  were  brought  into  the 
fold.  Many  of  the  friends  and  investigators  who  at¬ 
tended  these  services  were  so  impressed  that  they  are 
preparing  to  take  the  same  step  in  the  near  future. 

Our  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Iva  Don  Shumway  and 
Maurine  Abbott,  in  Livingston,  Montana,  have  organized 


several  fine  Primaries  and  are  helping  the  branch  carry 
on  their  Relief  Societies  and  Sunday  School  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  at  regular  intervals  are  going  over  to  Boze¬ 
man  to  help  the  branch  Primaries. 

A  new  project  is  being  opened  up  in  Hardin,  Mon¬ 
tana,  by  Elders  Clarence  Stanger  and  Ralph  B.  Heward 
who  are  finding  the  people  to  be  very  receptive  to  their 
message.  The  Indians  especially  are  showing  a  marked 
interest. 

Recently  a  Sunday  School  was  started  in  the  Lewis¬ 
iown  project  by  Elders  Karl  Martin  and  Alfred  Zeyer. 
Recently  upon  a  visit  ot  one  of  the  prominent  ministers, 
and  after  a  very  interesting  discussion,  he  asked  for  a 
Book  of  Mormon  and  is  making  a  thorough  study  of 
the  Gospel. 

Elders  Newell  Tingey  and  David  Smith  in  Glendive 
are  carrying  on  a  Sunday  School.  They  are  devot¬ 
ing  the  majority  of  their  time  to  tracting  and  are  gain¬ 
ing  many  fine  investigators  from  this  intensive  con¬ 
tact  work. 

In  Harlowton,  Elders  Elwood  Wilkins  and  George 
Thatcher  have  been  receiving  considerable  opposition, 
but  now  the  project  is  opening  up  some  and  there 
are  several  people  who  are  beginning  to  investigate  the 
Gospel.  Sunday  School  is  being  held  each  Sunday  and 
several  fine  cottage  meetings  have  been  held. 

With  our  present  missionary  force  we  feel  that  we 
will  reap  a  bounteous  harvest  as  the  completion  of  our 
summer's  work. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  DISTRICT:  -  Wendell  E.  Owens, 
President,  Box  82,  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota. 

Assured  that  the  city  of  Grand  Forks  has  been  fully 
worked,  the  headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  moved 
to  New  Rockford,  N.  D.;  which,  to  this  time  we  have 
no  record  of  ever  having  been  worked.  President 
Owens  and  Elder  Hatch  will  labor  there. 

Again  we  have  missionaries  (Elders  Orrin  S.  Ferrin 
and  Chester  Miller)  laboring  on  the  Red  Lake  (Minne¬ 
sota)  Indian  Reservation  among  our  Lamanite  brethren. 
We  can  see  results  of  previous  labor  there,  as  appli¬ 
cations  for  baptism  have  recently  been  made. 

Elders  Dahlquist  and  Cobbley  report  their  radio  pro¬ 
gram  is  doing  fine  and  has  opened  many  homes  for 
them  in  the  rural  section  near  Valley  City,  N.  D. 

Elders  Freeman  and  Jenks  report  a  growing  interest 
among  their  contacts  and  increased  friendly  attitude  on 
the  part  of  the  people. 

Sisters  Paulson  and  Hope  have  had  many  openings 
to  preach  the  true  Gospel  to  friends  they  have  made. 
They  have  some  splendid  Primaries  and  are  enjoying 
their  labors  in  Williston,  N.  D. 

Elders  Gardner  and  Kendell  are  covering  their  sum¬ 
mer  project  and  enjoy  the  following  up  of  previous 
contacts.  With  a  series  of  meetings  they  are  reaching 
many  people  and  interest  in  the  message  borne  by  the 
Elders  is  growing. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Jennie  Clara  Hope -From  Rexburg,  Ida.,  to  N.  Dakota. 
Eulalia  Crane -From  Mink  Creek,  Ida.,  to  Yellowstone. 
Loa  Allred -From  Spring  City,  U.,  to  South  Minnesota. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Avard  B.  Hall -Succeeds  Joseph  M.  Bitter  as  President 

of  Lake  District. 

Mont  G.  Kenney  — Succeeds  Lawrence  N.  Hollings  as 

President  of  South  Minnesota. 

Karl  Marlin  — Succeeds  Ray  D.  Smith  as  President  of 

Yellowstone  District. 

Joel  Nevin  Richards  — Succeeds  S.  George  Ellsworth  as 

Mission  Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools  and  Mutual 

Improvement  Associations. 

TRANSFERS 

Orrin  S.  Ferrin  — From  Lake  to  North  Dakota  District. 
Chester  Miller -From  Lake  to  North  Dakota  District. 
George  E.  Andrus  — From  North  Minnesota  to  S.  Minn. 
Ruby  Anderson —  From  South  Dakota  to  S.  Minnesota. 
Jeneve  Creer  — From  South  Minnesota  to  South  Dakota. 
J.  Frank  Houston  — From  N.  Minnesota  to  Yellowstone. 

-S.  GEORGE  ELLSWORTH,  Mission  Secretary. 
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CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 


MISSION  WIDE  M.  I.  A.  CONVENTION  AND  DISTRICT 
PRESIDENTS'  CONFERENCE 

May  28th  and  29th  will  be  long  remembered  by  those 
who  attended  the  Annual  M.  I.  A.  Convention  in  In¬ 
dependence  and  Kansas  City.  There  were  approxi¬ 
mately  500  people  in  attendance,  some  of  them  hav¬ 
ing  driven  as  far  as  800  miles.  They  were  from  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Missouri.  Saturday,  the 
28th,  the  old  adage,  "when  the  Saints  meet,  the 
heavens  weep"  was  reversed,  for  the  sun  shone  with 
all  its  radiance  for  the  first  time  in  days.  The  after¬ 
noon  was  given  over  to  the  athletic  events  of  field 
day.  Saturday  evening  the  Green  and  Gold  Ball  was 
held  in  the  Scottish  Rite  Temple  in  Kansas  City.  The 
hall  was  beautifully  decorated  and  the  dance  demon¬ 
strations  were  impressive. 

Three  sessions  of  convention  were  held  on  Sunday 
the  29th.  President  John  H.  Taylor  of  the  First  Council 
of  Seventy  and  member  of  the  M.  I.  A.  General  Board 
was  the  Mutual  representative  from  Salt  Lake  City. 
His  soul-stirring  and  faith-promoting  messages  along 
with  those  of  of  our  beloved  President  Woodruff  were 
an  inspiration  to  all.  The  convention  was  climaxed 
by  a  musical  festival  with  a  chorus  of  35  voices. 

Immediately  following  the  convention,  beginning  on 
Monday,  a  district  presidents'  conference  was  held. 
President  Taylor  stayed  over  and  instructed  us  the 
first  day  then  departed  for  Salt  Lake  City  that  evening 

The  last  day  of  the  conference  was  spent  in  discuss¬ 
ing  problems  that  had  arisen  throughout  the  mission. 

Each  missionary  returned  to  his  field  of  labor  strength¬ 
ened  and  spiritually  uplifted. 


AARONIC  PRIESTHOOD  OUTING 

On  May  14,  in  commemoration  of  the  restoration  of 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  109  years  ago,  the  boys  of 
the  Independence  and  Kansas  City  branches  holding 
the  Priesthood  went  for  an  outing.  The  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  local  District  Presidency  included  a  tour 
of  nearby  points  of  interest  in  early  Church  history. 

At  Lexington,  Mo.,  the  boys  were  shown  the  battle 
ground  of  Civil  War  days.  Also  the  bend  in  the 
Missouri  river  where,  April  13,  1852,  the  river  boat 
Saluda  was  destroyed  by  explosion  resulting  in  the 
death  of  approximately  100  people,  including  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Latter-day  Saints  on  their  way  to  find  new  homes 
in  Utah. 

At  Richmond  the  monument  of  Oliver  Cowdery  and 
David  Whitmer  were  visited  and  salient  points  in  their 
lives  reviewed.  Also  the  visitors  paused  at  the  majestic 
monument  of  Colonel  Alexander  William  Doniphan 
standing  on  the  court  house  square.  Attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  this  man  had  repeatedly  de¬ 
fended  the  Prophet  and  the  Saints  and  at  Far  West 
positively  refused  to  carry  out  the  order  of  his  su¬ 
perior  officer  to  take  the  Prophet  and  his  associates  to 
the  public  square  and  shoot  them.  This  man  is  held 
in  honored  remembrance  while  the  general  who  gave 
the  command  and  the  governor  who  issued  the  brutal 
exterminating  order  are  all  but  forgotten. 

At  Excelsior  Springs  there  was  lunch  in  the  park 
and  a  service  consisting  of  songs,  prayers,  testimonies 
and  expressions  regarding  Priesthood  by  all  present. 

On  to  Liberty  were  the  boys  viewed  the  old  stone 
floor  of  the  Liberty  Jail  in  which  the  Prophet  was  in¬ 
carcerated  during  the  winter  of  1838-39. 

The  day  was  a  pleasant  and  impressive  one. 


WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Stanford  J.  Taylor,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"I  am  in  earnest!  I  will  not  equivocate!  I  will  not 
excuse!  I  will  not  retreat  a  single  inch,  and  I  will 
be  heard!" 

"A  resolute  determination,  says  Napoleon,  is  the 
truest  wisdom." 

This  is  a  slogan  accepted  by  the  missionaries  of  this 


district.  They  are  trying  to  follow  it  in  presenting  the 
restored  Gospel,  and  the  people  are  hearing  the  re- 
veald  truth. 

During  the  past  two  months  the  following  have  re¬ 
joiced  as  they  have  entered  into  the  gates  of  the 
sheepfold.  At  Wichita,  April  3,  following  testimony 
meeting,  the  infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
Brown  was  blessed  and  a  baptismal  service  was  held 
wherein  Sisters  Helen  Eaton  and  Lillian  Inkelaar  weref 
baptized  by  President  Stanford  Taylor  and  Elder  La- 
Yerl  Turnbow.  April  11,  Edith  Helen  Goldsmith/  April 
17,  at  Junction  City,  Delsa  Marie  Shanks/  and  at 
Wichita,  May  8,  Margreta  Backrus  were  all  baptized 
by  President  Taylor. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  were  honored  in  having 
our  Mission  President  who  was  enroute  to  Salt  Lake 
City  for  general  conference,  stop  long  enough  in 
Hutchinson  to  join  in  two  sessions  of  a  branch  confer¬ 
ence,  March  27,  in  the  newly  procured  home  which, 
in  part,  has  been  made  into  a  chapel.  The  capacity  of 
the  building  was  taxed  by  the  attendance  at  the  con¬ 
cluding  session  to  enjoy  the  inspired  counsel  and  ad¬ 
monition  given  by  President  Woodruff  and  the  others 
who  participated  in  the  service. 

The  radio  programs  conducted  by  the  missionaries  and 
local  members  in  Hutchinson,  broadcast  each  Sunday 
morning  at  8:45  over  KWBG,  have  been  helpful  in 
opening  the  doors  to  the  missionaries  and  the  people 
are  lending  an  ear  to  the  restored  Gospel. 

On  April  25,  a  funeral  service  was  conducted  by 
Elders  Paul  E.  Felt  and  Herbert  Johnson  for  Brother 
Donald  E.  Fletcher  of  Hutchinson,  who  was  accidentally 
killed  by  a  falling  tree.  There  were  more  people  than 
could  gel  inside  the  funeral  home,  so  loud  speakers 
were  set  up  outside  that  all  might  hear  the  beauties 
of  the  Gospel  set  forth  by  Brother  Lemuel  Thompson 
and  Elder  Felt. 

The  spring  conference  of  the  district  was  held  at 
Wichita,  May  8,  in  conjunction  with  a  specially  ar¬ 
ranged  Mother's  Day  program.  The  program  included 
special  musical  numbers,  readings,  and  the  presentation 
of  a  beautiful  rose  to  every  mother.  We  were  happy 
to  have  President  Woodruff  with  us  on  this  •  occasion. 
He  gave  a  report  on  the  April  conference  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  stressed  the  fact  that  the  Saints  should  live 
up  to  their  obligations  to  the  Church  by  paying  their 
tithes  and  fast  offerings. 

During  a  country  trip,  Elders  Taylor  and  Turnbow 
report  an  impressive  cottage  meeting  with  about  15 
non-members  present.  After  the  meeting,  many  ques¬ 
tions  were  asked  about  the  antemortal  life  and  life  after 
death.  With  the  help  of  the  Lord,  we  were  able  to 
answer  these  questions  and  one  man  asserted  that  to 
be  his  belief,  though  he  had  never  before  heard  if 
preached  from  the  scriptures.  The  Elders  received 
many  invitations  into  the  homes  of  the  people. 

The  lady  missionaries  in  Arkansas  City  report  a  most 
successful  Church  school  which  they  have  conducted 
during  the  past  school  year. 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT: -Dorse  M.  Oman,  President. 

The  power  of  testimony  is  the  impelling  force  that 
ever  drives  the  missionary  forward  in  his  labors.  Con¬ 
stant  effort  in  a  noble  endeavor  will  inevitably  bear 
fruit  of  rich  value.  Such  efforts  have  brought  into  the 
fold  through  the  waters  of  baptism  Brother  Leonard 
Jeninson,  his  son  William,  and  Sister  Mildred  Love- 
lady,  all  of  Pine  Bluff,  who  were  baptized  by  Elder 
Calmull  in  an  impressive  ceremony  at  Atkins  Lake 
May  15;  also  Grady  Shelby  Spradlin  who  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  Elder  Herman  Fielding  near  England,  Arkansas. 
Because  we  recognize  this  move  as  all-important,  we  re¬ 
joice  greatly  in  the  action  taken  by  these  good  people 
and  pray  the  Lord's  blessings  upon  them  throughout  a 
long  life  of  activity. 

The  passing  of  Brother  William  Barton  Bailey  of 
Helena,  Arkansas,  April  25,  is  cause  for  much  sorrow 
in  the  district.  To  those  bereaved  we  extend  our  most 
sincere  sympathy  and  pray  that  they  might  be  com¬ 
forted. 

Elders  Erwin  Bigelow  and  Herman  Fielding,  together 
with  Sisters  Inez  Martineau  and  Mildred  Murphy  re- 
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port  splendid  reception  to  their  messages  in  cottage 
meetings  and  Primary  work  in  Fort  Smith. 

Genealogical  classes  have  been  organized  at  both 
Fort  Smith  and  Little  Rock  and  much  is  being  accomp* 
lished  to  strengthen  the  Saints  in  their  testimonies  of 
this  very  important  work.  We  are  very  hopeful  for 
good  results  in  our  work  in  the  future. 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT: -Alma  H.  Engberson,  President. 

"And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labor  all  your  days 
in  crying  repentance  unto  this  people,  and  bring  save 
it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great  shall  be  your  joy 
with  him  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father!" 

With  this  promise  in  mind,  the  missionaries  of  this 
district  have  great  cause  to  rejoice,  because  of  the 
baptisms  of  Mrs.  Ella  Wilson  and  Hatlie  Juanita  Beck- 
enmeyer,  both  baptized  by  Elder  William  Grimshaw. 
Mrs.  Elsie  May  Hamilman,  Mr.  Albert  Ellegood  and 
Mrs.  Ella  Mae  Ellegood  were  baptized  by  Elder  Luzell 
D.  Wilde.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Price  and  Naomi  Ruth  Smith 
were  baptized  by  Elder  Dee  L.  Andreasen.  We  are  all 
happy  to  see  these  good  people  accept  the  Gospel,  and 
trust  that  the  Lord  will  ever  bless  them,  that  they 
will  receive  continued  joy  in  the  truth,  which  they  have 
embraced. 

Four  branch  conferences  have  been  held  at  Jefferson 
City,  Hannibal,  Belleville  and  Winona.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members  and  investigators  at  each 
conference.  At  Winona  there  were  over  a  hundred 
non-members  attended  the  evening  session. 

May  14  and  15  President  Woodruff  was  with  us  for 
our  district  conference  which  was  held  at  Belleville 
and  the  North  and  South  Side  Branches  in  St.  Louis. 
The  conference  was  well  attended  by  members  and  in¬ 
vestigators.  Those  that  were  present  were  greatly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  words  of  inspiration  that  were  spoken, 
and  all  left  with  a  greater  determination  to  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Gospel  plan. 

Monday,  May  16,  the  missionaries  and  some  of  the 
members  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  Elder  Melvin  J. 
Ballard  tell  of  the  beginning  of  missionary  work  in 
St.  Louis  42  years  ago.  Brother  Ballard  was  passing 
through  and  stopped  over  for  a  short  time.  All  were 
inspired  by  reason  of  his  remarks  and  rejoice  in  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  here.  The  missionaries 
returned  to  their  fields  of  labor  with  determination  to 
better  discharge  their  responsibilities  as  expounders  of 
the  Gospel. 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT Curtis  R.  Hawkins, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  the  West  Oklahoma  District  are 
enjoying  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  their  work  and  are 
putting  forth  effort  to  fill  their  present  office  and  call¬ 
ing  faithfully. 

A  branch  conference  was  held  in  Oklahoma  City 
on  March  20.  This  branch  has  shown  remarkable  im¬ 
provement  in  the  past  year/  particularly  in  the  Sunday 
School  organization.  President  Hugo  Patterson  has 
served  in  that  capacity  faithfully.  James  A.  Cullimore 
and  his  assistants,  Homer  W.  McCarty  and  Lee  Cham¬ 
bers  have  accomplished  much  and  are  largely  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  fine  improvement  in  the  Sunday  School. 
Elder  Smith's  father  and  mother  from  Safford,  Arizona, 
and  Brother  James  A.  Cullimore's  relatives  from  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah,  were  in  attendance  at  the  conference.  Be¬ 
tween  sessions  of  conference,  President  Blake  received 
notice  of  the  death  of  John  Rackley.  Elders  Wm.  Jex 
and  Ersel  Fagan  left  immediately  to  conduct  the  fu¬ 
neral  services  the  next  day.  Just  as  they  were  leaving 
another  death  occurred  and  they  were  asked  to  remain. 
Little  five-year-old  Virginia  Williams,  who  had  been 
ailing  for  some  time,  passed  away.  The  Elders  were 
greatly  blessed  by  the  Lord  during  these  services. 
West  Oklahoma  District  extends  a  sincere  word  of 
sympathy  to  the  bereaved. 

On  April  10  we  held  our  first  conference  in  Enid. 
This  was  well  attended  and  greatly  apprecaited  by  the 
investigators  as  well  as  the  members  of  that  vicinity. 
Elders  Hawkins  and  Foutz  had  labored  diligently  to 
organize  a  Sunday  School  and  an  evening  service  there. 

April  22,  the  missionaries  of  the  West  Oklahoma  Dis¬ 
trict  gathered  in  Oklahoma  City  for  a  district  confer¬ 


ence.  Saturday,  President  Woodruff  arrived  and  a 
priesthood  meeting  was  held.  After  the  interesting  re 
ports  given  by  the  missionaries,  President  Woodruff 
gave  fine  council  and  advice  to  all.  The  next  day, 
a  record  crowd  attended  three  sessions  of  conference 
at  the  Shrine  Auditorium.  Several  of  our  Lamanite 
brothers  and  members  from  the  south  part  of  the  state 
and  near  the  Texas  line  were  in  attendance.  Many 
investigators  and  visitors  were  also  present. 

We  are  glad  lo  welcome  into  the  fold  Jo  Ann  Brown, 
who  was  baptized  by  Elder  Ray  F.  Blake.  Sisters  Lione 
Paul  and  Ruby  Carrell  closed  their  activities  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City  and  began  their  labors  in  Enid,  Oklahoma. 
A  wide  field  of  opportunity  awaits  these  two  lady 
missionaries  now  they  have  arrived  in  Enid. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Jesse  A.  Hurd -From  Auburn,  Wyo.,  to  S.W.  Missouri. 
TRANSFERS 

Ross  Cook  — From  Southwest  Missouri  to  Arkansas  Dist. 
Thomas  Butterfield  —  From  Independence  to  West  Kansas. 
J.  Garth  Zundel  — From  Southwest  Missouri  to  Arkansas. 
John  Samuelson  — From  Arkansas  to  Independence. 

J.  H.  Wheeler  — From  Arkansas  to  East  Kansas. 

Jesse  Drury  — From  East  Kansas  to  Arkansas. 

Melville  Trimble  — From  Southwest  Missouri  to  E.  Okla. 
Leonard  Hardy -From  East  Oklahoma  to  Southwest  Mo. 
Max  Fairbanks  — From  West  Kansas,  assigned  as  repre¬ 
sentative  of  M.  I.  A.  Board,  Sunday  School  Board, 
Genealogical  Board  and  Radio. 

RELEASES 

Marvin  Hymas  — Home,  Ovid,  Idaho. 

William  James  Borrowman-Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 
Henry  Hollingsworth  — Home,  Preston,  Idaho. 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Kenneth  C.  Mailer,  Presi¬ 
dent,  416  Labor,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

-  and  - 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Reubin  Wilkins,  President, 
806  Houston,  Laredo,  Texas. 

Missionaries  scattered  over  a  thousand  square  miles 
of  territory  were  called  together  by  President  Orlando 
C.  Williams  last  May  11-14,  in  the  first  joint  district 
conference  to  be  held  in  this  mission.  All  missionaries 
from  both  the  North  and  South  Texas  Districts  met 
first  in  Laredo,  headquarters  of  South  Texas,  for  two 
days  of  conference  sessions,  after  which  the  entire 
group  journeyed  160  miles  to  San  Antonio  "cabesera  de" 
North  Texas  where  the  concluding  sessions  of  con¬ 
ference  were  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

To  high-light  the  Laredo  conference,  a  missionary 
banquet  had  been  arranged  in  the  Hamilton,  most  ex¬ 
clusive  hotel  in  this  Pan  American  Gateway  city.  Im¬ 
promptu  toasts  of  rivalry  between  the  two  districts 
were  bandied  back  and  forth  as  the  dinner  progressed 
Our  mission  president,  who  has  recently  displayed 
surprising  talents  as  poet  laureate,  tossed  off  a  dedica¬ 
tory  poem  in  our  honor.  As  the  last  course  was  re¬ 
gretfully  tucked  away,  each  state  represented  was 
called  upon  to  render  an  extemporaneous  musical  num¬ 
ber  before  the  group.  It  was  generally  conceded  that 
Idaho  walked  off  with  the  honors.  Naturally  enough, 
Utah  and  Arizona  were  not  thoroughly  convinced  that 
they  had  been  bested.  Cameras  were  focused  and 
candid  shots  were  taken  at  the  group  from  the  Spanish 
Patio. 

After  exceptionally  inspirational  conferences  in  Sur 
Texas,  the  entire  group,  by  hitch-or-hike  and  many 
by  train,  traveled  up  the  Pan-American  highway  to 
San  Antonio.  Here,  in  the  Alamo  city,  a  missionary 
meeting  was  held  Saturday  afternoon  in  the  newly  a-* 
quired  hall  and  new  fields  of  labor  v/ere  assigned. 
Quite  a  thorough  shake-up  of  the  two  distircts  was 
effected.  The  above  mentioned  picture  of  the  group 
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was  taken  and  ice  cream  was  served  to  bolster  our 
spirits  until  conference  time. 

Due  to  the  expansion  of  the  work  here,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  open  a  new  branch  on  the  east 
side  of  town.  Many  of  the  investigators  with  whom 
the  missionaries,  are  working,  found  it  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  attend  services  which  are  regularly  held  on  the 
west  side.  Quite  providentially,  a  large,  cleanly,  spa¬ 
cious  hall  of  excellent  construction  was  found  avail¬ 
able  in  the  exact  center  of  the  missionaries'  trading 
district,  just  a  half  block  distant  from  the  homes  of  five 
families  of  investigators,  several  of  whom  have  asked 
for  baptism. 

The  new  hall  was  formally  opened  in  the  Saturday 
evening  session  of  the  joint  district  conference,  and- 
was  crowded  almost  to  capacity,  more  than  forty  of 
those  present  being  interested  investigators.  The  thirty 
missionary  voices  swelled  magnificently  with  the  others 
through  the  hall,  making  us  all  feel  deeply  the  joy 
of  our  calling. 

The  following  day,  Sunday  sessions  were  held  at 
10:00,  3:00,  and  8:00  in  the  west  side  hall.  In  these 


unto  these  modern  "sons  of  Lehi."  May  it  come  in 
our  time. 

CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT :-G.  Myrl  TibbUts,  Presi¬ 
dent,  461  North  Rowan  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

With  the  coming  of  the  month  of  May,  there  is  always 
a  big  day  to  which  the  Primary  children  look  forward  — 
the  May  Festival.  This  year,  in  the  Los  Angeles  Branch, 
the  festival  was  held  on  May  20,  and  the  best  of  suc¬ 
cess  was  enjoyed.  Thirty  children,  all  in  costumes,  per¬ 
formed  with  songs,  dances  and  recitations.  The  program 
also  consisted  of  a  short  talk  by  the  president  of  the 
branch,  Juan  Gonzales.  Of  the  300  people  in  attend¬ 
ance,  90%  were  adults,  and  a  good  number  of  these 
were  investigators.  This  day  was  a  happy  one  for 
Sisters  Adams  and  Mickelsen  under  whose  direction 
the  program  was  given. 

May  30  was  an  eventful  day  for  both  the  San  Diego 
and  the  Los  Angeles  Branches.  At  a  centrally  located 
point  between  the  above  two  cities,  some  200  members 
and  investigators  from  both  branches  met  on  the  beach 
for  a  day  of  fun.  A  variety  of  games  was  enjoyed, 
including  that  of  swimming. 


MISSIONARIES  OF  TIIK  NORTH  TEXAS  AND  SOI  Til  TEXAS  DISTRICTS, 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 


MiKHion  President  Orlando  C.  Williams  in  front,  center. 


meetings,  through  previous  assignment,  a  complete  and 
well  developed  picture  of  the  Gospel,  from  our  pre¬ 
existent  past  to  our  after  mortal  future,  was  presented 
to  the  many  investigators  attending  our  services.  An 
outstanding  feature  of  all  conferences  in  the  Spanish- 
American  Mission  is  the  large  percentage  of  investi¬ 
gators,  frequently  amounting  to  more  than  half  of  those 
present. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  a  complete  branch  reorganiza¬ 
tion  was  effected  by  President  Williams,  in  order  to 
permit  Brother  Gustavo  Guerrero,  president  of  the  old 
branch  of  the  west  side,  to  take  over  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  the  new  East  Side  Branch.  Brother  Manuel 
Martinez  was  sustained  in  his  place.  To  complement 
the  work  in  the  two  branches,  six  part-time  mission¬ 
aries  were  set  apart  from  among  the  local  members. 

The  work  is  truly  growing,  for  the  Lord  is  making 
ready  this  people  for  the  wonderful  blessings  that  have 
been  promised  them  since  long  before  this  present 
civilization  was.  Many  of  our  investigators  throughout 
the  mission  are  thinking  seriously  of  baptism;  forty- 
four  have  already  been  baptized.  Thirty  others  in  these 
two  districts  alone  have  expressed  the  desire  for  bap¬ 
tism  in  the  near  future.  We  sincerely  feel,  as  mission¬ 
aries  to  a  portion  of  God's  chosen  people,  that  there 
soon  will  be  seen  a  "marvelous  work  and  a  wonder" 


RELEASES 

Kenneth  Reid  Whilwood  —  From  Douglas,  Ariz.-Home, 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah. 

Samuel  Alvin  Orme-From  San  Bernardino,  Calif.— 
Home,  Squirrel,  Idaho. 

Ezra  Grant  Parrish  — From  Superior,  Ariz.  — Home,  Farm¬ 
ington,  Utah. 

G.  Myrl  Tibbitts  —  From  Los  Angeles,  Calif. —  Home, 
Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 

Philip  Kent  Gardner  — From  Corpus  Christi,  Texas -Home, 
Woodruff,  Arizona. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Louis  C.  Duncan  — To  make  a  trip  to  Mexico  City  and 
back  on  West  Coast;  upon  return,  will  continue  la¬ 
bors  in  field. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Conrad  LaMar  Bosshardt  — To  District  Presidency  of  Ari¬ 
zona  District  to  labor  in  Nogales,  Ariz. 

Lynn  Raymond  Hanson -As  President  of  the  California 
District  to  labor  in  Los  Angeles. 

Parley  V.  Oleson-As  President  of  the  North  Texas 
District  to  labor  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  upon  release 
of  Elder  Kenneth  C.  Marler. 
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TRANSFERS 

Harold  LeRoy  Rowberry-To  Eagle  Pass,  Texas. 
Chester  Cheney  — To  Uvalde,  Texas. 

Glen  Wilcox -To  Del  Rio,  Texas. 

Agnes  Branch  — To  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
Alfred  Maynes  — To  Brownsville,  Texas. 

Dolores  Trujillo -To  Laredo,  Texas. 

Claytor  Chanfrill-To  Mercedes,  Texas. 

Louis  Roundy-To  Mercedes,  Texas. 

Clara  Marlinez  — To  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Gilbert  McDougal  — To  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


George  Kelley  — To  Austin,  Texas. 

Christian  Schuenman  — To  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Della  Wilson— To  East  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Vonza  Whitmore -To  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Arthur  H.  Strong -To  San  Diego,  California. 

Floyd  Fowler  — To  Douglas,  Arizona. 

Carlos  Culler  — To  San  Bernardino,  California. 

Florence  Pratt  — To  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

Chellis  Hall -To  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Pauline  Mickelsen  —  To  South  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Daniel  Smith -To  Tucson,  Arizona. 

VAUGHN  GREEN,  Mission  Secretary. 


RELIGION 

Religion  is  telling  the  truth  in  a  trade, 

Without  even  counting  the  cost, 

And  having  the  courage  to  stand  by  the  right, 
Though  fortune  and  friends  may  be  lost. 

Religion  is  thirty-six  inches  per  yard. 

And  sixteen  full  ounces  per  pound, 

And  sixty  whole  minutes  of  other  men’s  time — 
Not  watching  those  minutes  roll  round. 

Religion  is  meeting  the  world  with  a  smile 
Then  bringing  a  bright  smile  back  home — 

A  joy  to  the  loved  ones  who  wait  for  your  step 
No  matter  how  far  you  may  roam. 

Religion  is  turning  your  back  on  the  wrong, 

With  a  prayer  in  your  heart  to  do  right, 

Then  stepping  forth  boldly  to  conquer  yourself 
With  your  face  ever  facing  the  light. 

Religion  is  giving  a  bright  word  or  two, 

To  those  whose  dark  clouds  hide  their  sun, 

If  you’ve  got  the  kind  of  religion  I  mean 

You  will  hear  the  Great  Master's — "Well  done.” 

— Arthur  Merrill. 

CROSSING  THE  BAR 

Sunset  and  evening  star, 

And  one  clear  call  for  me! 

And  may  there  be  no  moaning  at  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea. 

But  such  a  tide  as  moving  seems  asleep, 

Too  full  for  sound  or  foam, 

When  that  which  drew  from  out  the  boundless  deep, 
Turns  again  home. 

Twilight  and  evening  bells — 

And  after  that  the  dark! 

And  may  there  be  no  sadness  of  farewells 
When  I  embark. 

For  though  from  out  crur  bourne  of  Time  and  Place 
The  floods  may  bear  me  far, 

I  hope  to  see  my  Pilot  face  to  face, 

When  I  have  crossed  the  bar. — A.  Tennyson. 
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Harold  LeRoy  Rowberry-To  Eagle  Pass,  Texas. 
Chester  Cheney  — To  Uvalde,  Texas. 

Glen  Wilcox  — To  Del  Rio,  Texas. 

Agnes  Branch  — To  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
Alfred  Maynes  — To  Brownsville,  Texas. 

Dolores  Trujillo -To  Laredo,  Texas. 

Clay  tor  Chantrill  — To  Mercedes,  Texas. 

Louis  Roundy-To  Mercedes,  Texas. 

Clara  Martinez  — To  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Gilbert  McDougal-To  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


TRANSFERS 


George  Kelley  — To  Austin,  Texas. 

Christian  Schuenman  — To  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 
Della  Wilson  — To  East  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Vonza  Whitmore  — To  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Arthur  H.  Strong  — To  San  Diego,  California. 
Floyd  Fowler  — To  Douglas,  Arizona. 

Carlos  Cutler  — To  San  Bernardino,  California. 
Florence  Pratt -To  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
Chellis  Hall -To  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Pauline  Mickelsen-To  South  El  Paso,  Texas. 
Daniel  Smith  — To  Tucson,  Arizona. 


VAUGHN  GREEN,  Mission  Secretary. 


RELIGION 


Religion  is  telling  the  truth  in  a  trade, 

Without  even  counting  the  cost, 

And  having  the  courage  to  stand  by  the  -right, 
Though  fortune  and  friends  may  be  lost. 

Religion  is  thirty-six  inches  per  yard. 

And  sixteen  full  ounces  per  pound, 

And  sixty  whole  minutes  of  other  men’s  time — 
Not  watching  those  minutes  roll  round. 

Religion  is  meeting  the  world  with  a  smile 
Then  bringing  a  bright  smile  back  home — 

A  joy  to  the  loved  ones  who  wait  for  your  step 
No  matter  how  far  you  may  roam. 

Religion  is  turning  your  back  on  the  wrong, 

With  a  prayer  in  your  heart  to  do  right, 

Then  stepping  forth  boldly  to  conquer  yourself 
With  your  face  ever  facing  the  light. 

Religion  is  giving  a  bright  word  or  two, 

To  those  whose  dark  clouds  hide  their  sun, 

If  you’ve  got  the  kind  of  religion  I  mean 

You  will  hear  the  Great  Master’s — “Well  done." 


— Arthur  Merrill. 


CROSSING  THE  BAR 


Sunset  and  evening  star, 

And  one  clear  call  for  me! 

And  may  there  be  no  moaning  at  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea. 

But  such  a  tide  as  moving  seems  asleep, 

Too  full  for  sound  or  foam, 

When  that  which  drew  from  out  the  boundless  deep, 
Turns  again  home. 

Twilight  and  evening  bells — 

And  after  that  the  dark! 

And  may  there  be  no  sadness  of  farewells 
When  I  embark. 

For  though  from  out  our  bourne  of  Time  and  Place 
The  floods  may  bear  me  far, 

I  hope  to  see  my  Pilot  face  to  face, 

When  I  have  crossed  the  bar. — A.  Tennyson . 


More  About  the  Vision  of  the  Brotheroj  J ared 

AS  RELATED  IN  A  PREVIOUS  ISSUE  the  exceeding  faith  of  the  Brother  of 
Jared  was  rewarded  by  a  visitation  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  although  it  was  yet 
more  than  2,000  years  before  His  birth  in  Bethlehem. 

That  such  was  possible  need  be  no  surprise  to  any  student  of  the  scripture.  It 
is  in  strict  harmony  with  the  truths  expressed  in  the  opening  statements  of  the  Gospel 
according  to  St.  John.  There  we  learn  that:  “In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The  same  was  in  the  beginning 
with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without  him  was  not  anything  made 
that  was  made.  In  him  is  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.  .  .  .  And  the  Word 
was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us.” 

Jesus  said  to  the  Brother  of  Jared:  “Behold,  I  am  he  who  was  prepared  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world  to  redeem  my  people.  Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ.  .  .  . 
In  me  shall  all  mankind  have  light,  and  that  eternally.” 

With  this  agrees  also  the  declaration  of  the  Savior  when  He  appeared  to  the 
Nephites  after  His  resurrection.  Note  the  plainness  and  positiveness  of  his  asser¬ 
tion:  “Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ  the  son  of  God.  I  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  all  things  that  in  them  are.  I  was  with  the  Father  from  the  beginning. 
I  am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me;  and  in  me  hath  the  Father  glorified  his 

name . Behold  I  say  unto  you  that  the  law  is  fulfilled  that  was  given  unto  Moses. 

Behold,  I  am  he  that  gave  the  law,  and  I  am  he  who  covenanted  with  my  people 
Israel;  therefore,  the  law  in  me  is  fulfilled.” 

Thus  is  the  Godship  of  Jesus  unequivocally  proclaimed  by  Himself,  and  thus 
does  the  Book  of  Mormon  become  “Another  Witness  for  Christ.”  It  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  this  was  one  of  the  primary  reasons  for  the  writing  of  this  American  Volume 
of  Scripture:  “Which  is  to  show  unto  the  remnant  of  the  House  of  Israel  what  great 
things  the  Lord  hath  done  fou  their  fathers;  .  .  .  And  also  to  the  convincing  of  the 
Jew  and  Gentile  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God,  manifesting  himself  unto 
all  nations.” 

Following  the  revelation  of  Jesus  to  the  Brother  of  Jared,  there  was  opened  to 
his  view  a  vision  of  the  future  down  to  the  end  of  time.  Quoting  the  account: 

“And  he  ministered  unto  him  even  as  he  ministered  unto  the  Nephites;  and  all 
this,  that  this  man  might  know  that  he  was  God,  because  of  the  many  great  works 
which  the  Lord  had  showed  unto  him.  .  .  .  And  when  the  Lord  had  said  these  words, 
he  showed  unto  the  brother  of  Jared  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  which  had  been, 
and  also  all  that  would  be;  and  he  withheld  them  not  from  his  sight,  even  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth.” 

The  marvelous  things  that  the  Brother  of  Jared  saw,  he  was  commanded  to 
write.  The  writing  was  to  be  in  the  original  language  which  had  been  confounded 
at  BabePs  tower.  This  wonderous  vision  of  future  events  was  not  to  be  revealed  to 
the  world  until  after  the  coming  of  the  Lord  in  the  flesh,  but  that  it  might  then  be 
read  in  the  language  of  other  peoples,  two  stones  or  interpreters  were  provided  and 
“sealed  up”  with  the  written  account  for  use  of  a  future  translator. 

When  the  Nephite  colony  came  to  this  land  some  1600  years  later,  the  records 
were  found  and  the  interpreters  with  them.  These  records  and  the  interpreters  in 
the  hands  of  Mosiah  the  seer  and  subsequently  of  Joseph  Smith,  a  prophet  and  seer, 
have  given  to  us  in  briefest  outline  some  of  the  salient  features  of  the  great  vision 
shown  to  the  Brother  of  Jared.  Of  this  matter  Moroni  in  his  abridgement  of  the 
records  of  the  Jaredite  nation  has  this  to  say: 

“Behold,  I  have  written  upon  these  plates  the  very  things  which  the  brother  of 
Jared  saw;  and  there  never  were  greater  things  made  manifest  than  those  which  were 
made  manifest  unto  the  brother  of  Jared.  .  .  .  Wherefore  the  Lord  hath  commanded  me 
to  write  them;  and  I  have  written  them.  And  he  commanded  me  that  I  should  seal 
them  up;  and  he  also  hath  commanded  that  I  should  seal  up  the  interpretation  thereof; 
wherefore  I  have  sealed  up  the  interpretex*s,  according  to  the  commandments  of  the 
Loi'd.  .  .  .  For  the  Lord  said  unto  me:  They  shall  not  go  foi'th  unto  the  Gentiles  until 
the  day  that  they  shall  repent  of  their  iniquity,  and  become  clean  before  the  Lord.  .  .  . 
And  in  that  day  that  they  shall  exei’cise  faith  in  me,  saith  the  Loi*d,  even  as  the  brother 
of  Jared  did,  that  they  may  become  sanctified  in  me,  then  will  I  manifest  unto  them 
the  things  which  the  brother  of  Jared  saw,  even  to  the  unfolding  unto  them  all  my 
l'evelations,  saith  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Father  of  the  heavens  and  of  the 
earth,  and  all  things  that  in  them  are.” 

Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a  Better  Acquaintance  with  Jesus 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  Joseph  F.  Merrill 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

108th  Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  April  3,  1938 


★ 


Joseph  Smilh  in  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  gave  many  facts  to  the 
world  that  even  men  of  science 
at  the  time  knew  but  little  or 
nothing  about.  How  could  he 
do  this?  Because  the  Lord  re¬ 
vealed  these  things  to  him.  He 
was  in  very  deed  a  prophet  of 
the  living  God. 


★ 


★ 


To  live  the  Gospel  requires 
positive  action.  Restful  repose 
is  a  temptation  of  the  Evil  One. 
There  is  no  excellence  with¬ 
out  labor,  no  reward  without 
achievement,  no  blessing  with¬ 
out  fulfilling  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  blessing  is 
predicated. 


★ 


EARLY  A  YEAR  AGO  the  First  Presidency  authorized  the  Council  of  Twelve 
to  organize  a  campaign  throughout  the  Church  against  the  use  of  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  and  tobacco.  This  was  to  be  a  project  for  all  Priesthood  quorums, 
both  Melchizedek  and  Aaronic,  which  should  be  charged  with  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  keeping  their  own  members  free  from  using  alcoholic  beverages  and 
tobacco  and  of  assisting  all  others  to  do  likewise.  Further,  the  Presidency 
called  upon  the  auxiliary  oragnizations  of  the  Church  to  cooperate  with  the 
Priesthood  quorums  in  giving  help  to  the  campaign. 

When  the  revised  Priesthood  plan  went  into  operation  last  January,  every  quorum 
was  advised  to  begin  working  on  the  liquor-tobacco  project.  From  then  until  now  the 
campaign  has  been  in  process  of  developing  and  continues  so. 

Everyone  recognizes  that  this  is  a  work  that  cannot  be  finished  in  a  season  or  a 
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year.  For  it  is  expected  to  reach  every 
home  in  every  ward  of  the  Church  and  se¬ 
cure  a  favorable  response  to  the  objective 
of  the  campaign — win  our  people  away 
from  the  use  of  liquor  and  tobacco. 

This  of  course  will  be  a  campaign  of 
education,  a  conversion  of  the  intellect,  a 
winning  of  the  heart  and  securing  action 
by  the  will.  Of  necessity  time  will  be 
required  to  do  these  things.  Another 
reason  why  the  campaign  must  continue 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  single  year  is  that 
boys  and  girls  are  growing  up  and  while 
at  the  moment  they  are  innocent  and  clean, 
efforts  must  continually  be  made  to  keep 
them  so.  Hence  it  is  believed  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  should  go  forward  on  all  feasible 
fronts  and  utilize  every  available  means 
of  reaching  all  the  members  of  the  Church, 
especially  those  living  within  reach  of 
Priesthood  quorums. 

Methods  of  doing  this  work  most  cer¬ 
tainly  require  careful  consideration.  The 
objective  desired  is  clear  and  easily  under¬ 
stood.  But  no  two  persons  are  exactly 
alike;  their  circumstances  and  environments 
differ  and  the  ways  of  effectively  reaching 
their  hearts  and  wills  must  be  determined 
by  their  individual  condition  and  char¬ 
acteristics.  Hence  tact,  resourcefulness, 
persistence,  wisdom  and  good  will  must 
be  factors  of  any  and  all  successful 
methods. 

It  is  highly  important,  of  course,  that 
workers  avoid  giving  any  offense  to  those 
with  whom  they  labor.  Love  and  good 
will  must  characterize  our  efforts.  Pre¬ 
sumably  all  members  of  the  Church  would 
like  to  be  free  from  the  habits  of  liquor 
and  tobacco,  free  from  any  desire  to  use 
these  narcotics.  An  eminent  scientist,  in¬ 
ternationally  known,  once  remarked  to 
your  speaker  as  they  sat  at  the  banquet 
table  that  he  would  give  $10,000  if  he 
could  stop  smoking.  “I  have  tried,"  he 
said,  but  tobacco  has  got  me  and  I  know 
it  is  killing  me."  Undoubtedly  there  are 
many  habitual  users  in  the  Church  who 
could  quit  only  by  making  the  most  de¬ 
termined  efforts.  Aside  from  these  there 
are  many  dabblers,  persons  who  partake 
more  or  less  for  one  or  more  of  a  great 
many  reasons.  But  be  they  habituates  or 
dabblers,  if  they  are  Church  members,  is 
it  not  well  to  assume  that  they  would 
rather  be  non-users  than  users?  Must  not 
our  campaign  be  based  upon  this  assump¬ 
tion? 


Certainly  many  of  the  addicts  are  fine 
people,  good  neighbors,  good  citizens  and 
worthy  of  the  friendship  of  their  fellow 
religionists.  But  they  have  a  weakness 
that  some  of  us,  thank  the  Lord,  do  not 
have.  (I  say  this  humbly,  not  boast¬ 
fully.)  Hence  they  need  help,  not  con¬ 
demnation.  But  help  will  not  be  accept¬ 
ed  by  them  if  it  is  given  offensively.  And 
so  I  repeat,  tact,  good  judgment  and 
abundant  love  must  characterise  successful 
efforts  to  win  our  people  away  from  the 
use  of  liquor  and  tobacco,  and  to  keep 
them  away. 

Why  do  I  say  that  presumably  all 
Church  members  would  like  to  be  free  of 
liquor  and  tobacco  desires?  Because  they 
have  a  feeling  or  a  faith  of  the  divinity 
of  this  work.  Every  grown-up  member 
knows  about  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  a 
revelation  from  God.  No  reasonable  per¬ 
son  wishes  to  go  deliberately  contrary  to 
the  "will  of  God."  Certainly  he  would 
prefer  not  to  do  so.  But  the  cravings  and 
the  weaknesses  of  the  flesh  and  the  tempta¬ 
tions  of  Satan  are  responsible  for  many 
slips  that  the  individual  in  his  better  mo¬ 
ments  is  sorry  for  making.  Herein  lies 
an  opening,  a  justification,  for  helpful 
efforts  of  his  brethren  and  sisters.  These 
efforts,  be  it  remembered,  are  motivated 
wholly  by  a  desire  to  render  a  needed 
service,  to  give  encouragement  and  strength 
to  him  willing  to  receive  them. 

The  objective  sought  and  the  nature 
of  the  problem  indicate  in  a  general  way 
the  method  of  work  that  should  be  em¬ 
ployed.  In  the  last  analysis  the  individual 
is  our  concern.  It  is  he  that  we  wish  to 
be  free  from  the  use  of  liquor  and  tobacco. 
Hence  we  wish  to  secure  a  favorable  reac¬ 
tion  from  him.  This  means  that  we  must 
reach  him  personally  rather  than  in  mass. 
When  every  individual  is  free  and  clean  the 
mass  will  be  free  and  clean.  Our  method 
of  work  must  be  based  upon  this  fact. 

To  win  our  people  away  from  the  use 
of  liquor  and  tobacco  is  certainly  a  praise¬ 
worthy  objective,  but  can  it  be  reached? 
Yes,  in  time.  But  we  are  not  so  optimis¬ 
tic  as  to  believe  the  goal  can  be  reached 
in  a  few  months  or  a  year.  But  we  are 
sure  that  rapid  progress  can  be  made  by 
wise,  persistent,  united  and  Church-wide 
efforts.  Our  faith  is  based  upon  the 
worthiness  and  the  righteousness  of  our 
cause.  The  good  of  human  souls  and  the 
happiness  of  human  lives  are  the  stakes 
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for  which  we  strive.  God  being  our 
helper  we  shall  win  the  fight  of  all  those 
who  have  a  living  faith  in  the  divinity  of 
this  great  latter-day  work.  And  so  far 
as  they  are  concerned  and  in  respect  to 
these  narcotics  Satan  will  be  bound. 

If  our  people  in  the  stakes  and  wards 
of  the  Church  were  now  entirely  non¬ 
users  of  the  things  proscribed  in  the  Word 
of  Wisdom — tea,  coffee,  liquor  and  to¬ 
bacco — their  economic  condition  would  be 
vastly  more  favorable  than  it  is,  just  as 
President  Grant  from  this  pulpit  has  many 
times  pointed  out.  .  .  . 

But  even  so,  would  economic  inde¬ 
pendence  be  our  greatest  gain,  big  as  this 
would  be?  Listen.  Experience  teaches 
the  practical  truth  of  the  declaration  of 
Satan  as  recorded  in  Job,  “All  that  a 
man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life."  Is 
not  health  more  to  be  prized  than  money? 
The  great  promise  the  Lord  has  given  the 
Saints  for  keeping  the  Word  of  Wisdom  is 
stated  in  these  words: 

And  all  Sainls  who  remember  to  keep  and  do  these 
sayings,  walking  in  obedience  to  the  commandments, 
shall  receive  health  in  their  navel  and  marrow  to  their 
bones,-  and  shall  find  wisdom  and  great  treasures  of 
knowledge,  even  hidden  treasures.  .  .  .And  I,  the 
Lord,  give  unto  them  a  promise,  that  the  destroying 
angel  shall  pass  by  them,  as  the  children  of  Israel, 
and  not  slay  them. 

Health,  wisdom,  knowledge,  freedom 
from  the  destroyer!  Are  not  these  of  far 
greater  value  than  money?  But  a  beauti¬ 
ful  thing  is  that  when  these  come  by 
reason  of  observing  the  commandments, 
we  also  keep  our  money. 

But  these  values  are  not  all.  Still  other 
wonderful  blessings  would  follow  observ¬ 
ance.  What  could  they  be,  do  you  ask? 
The  answer  is  simple.  In  fact  and  very 
deed  Zion  would  be  as  a  light  set  upon  a 
hill;  and  all  the  world  would  see  its 
glorious  gleam.  Has  the  Church  Security 
Program  set  the  Church  upon  a  hill?  Yes, 
but  the  light  of  this  program  has  not  shone 
and  cannot  shine  with  the  effulgent  bril¬ 
liance  that  would  flow  from  Zion  if  all 
her  people  were  strict  observers  of  the 
Word  of  Wisdom.  God  would  then  ful¬ 
fill  his  wonderful  promises  and  the  re¬ 
sults  would  make  the  people  stand  out  so 
prominently  and  so  favorably  that  the  sin¬ 
ful  world  would  be  forced  to  respect  and 
admire  them.  By  this  means  the  Church 
would  preach  its  doctrines  with  a  speed 
and  a  success  not  yet  dreamed  of  in  its  his¬ 
tory.  And  who  is  there  that  can  doubt  it? 


Even  bad  and  corrupt  people  admire 
virtue,  honor,  integrity  and  all  the  other 
qualities  that  lift  men  up  on  high  planes 
of  moral  excellence.  Suppose  that  all  the 
world  could  see  that  here  are  a  people  that 
sincerely  practice  all  the  God-like  virtues 
they  preach.  What  would  the  wondrous 
result  be?  Certainly  the  redemption  of 
Zion  would  not  long  be  delayed. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  have  we  yet  really 
come  to  know  that  there  is  everything  to 
gain  by  keeping  God’s  commandments? 
Why  do  we  not  keep  them?  Do  not 
correct  observation,  reason  and  experience 
all  teach  us  the  value  of  keeping  them? 
Why  certainly,  answers  every  member  of 
the  Church  qualified  to  speak. 

But  in  this  connection  let  us  remember 
that  it  takes  a  continual,  determined  ef¬ 
fort  to  live  the  Gospel.  Wherever  the 
Saints  are  Satan  is  likely  to  be  also.  It  is 
his  purpose  to  handicap  and,  if  possible, 
overcome  the  Saints.  He  and  his  helpers 
are  not  asleep  on  their  jobs.  They  do 
not  get  weary  as  many  of  us  appear  to  do. 
And  so  we  are  tempted  all  the  time  and, 
obviously,  tempted  in  our  most  vulnerable 
spots,  in  our  weakest  places.  We  all  know 
this.  Further,  we  have  short  memories, 
sometimes  very  short,  and  frequently  slip 
before  we  are  aware  that  we  are  in  danger 
of  slipping.  These  are  facts.  I  recall  them 
to  our  memories  not  by  way  of  excusing 
us  for  our  slips  and  failures,  but  to  remind 
us  of  the  need  of  being  ever  on  our  guard. 

To  live  the  Gospel  requires  positive  ac¬ 
tion.  Restful  respose  is  a  temptation  of 
the  Evil  One.  There  is  no  excellence  with¬ 
out  labor,  no  reward  without  achievement, 
no  blessing  without  fulfilling  the  condi¬ 
tions  upon  which  the  blessing  is  predi¬ 
cated.  Granted,  you  say.  Yes,  and  my 
urge  is  that  we  remember  these  sayings  and 
continually  apply  them  in  our  efforts  to 
live  the  Gospel. 

And  may  I  remind  ourselves  that  it  is 
not  easy  fully  to  observe  the  Word  of 
Wisdom?  Our  lack  of  courage  to  stand 
against  social  customs,  our  vitiated  and 
pampered  appetities,  our  ignorance  of  all 
that  the  Word  of  Wisdom  teaches  and  our 
lack  of  faith  in  the  true  word  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God  are  one  or  more  of  the  reasons 
why  but  few,  if  any,  of  us  fully  observe 
this  divinely-given  law  of  health. 

May  I  say  this  document  contains 
“thou  shalt"  as  well  as  “thou  shalt  not." 
Have  many  of  us  overlooked  this  import- 
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ant  fact?  To  bring  these  things  vividly 
to  our  attention  was  one  reason  why 
Brother  and  Sister  Widtsoe  wrote  the  val¬ 
uable  little  book  entitled,  The  Word 
of  Wisdom — A  Modern  Interpretation . 
To  become  acquainted  with  the  “shalts" 
I  urge  a  careful  study  of  the  second  half 
of  this  book.  There  is  now  a  general 
recognition  of  the  fact  by  the  experts  on 
the  subject  that  food  is  the  chief  factor 
in  the  maintenance  of  health.  But  the 
Lord  has  known  this  all  the  time.  So 
early  in  the  history  of  the  Church  he  gave 
us  his  great  law  of  health — the  Word  of 
Wisdom.  In  recent  years  scientific  meth¬ 
ods  in  the  hands  of  able  experts  have 
confirmed  in  great  detail  the  truth  of  the 
teachings  of  this  divine  law. 

Since  it  is  our  unquestioned  duty  to 
maintain  our  health,  using  the  means  the 
Lord  has  placed  in  our  hands  to  this  end, 
we  should  be  greatly  interested  and  prof¬ 
ited  by  making  careful  study  of  the  posi¬ 
tive  aspects  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as  they 
are  set  forth  in  this  new  book  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Widtsoe.  The  negative  aspects 
have  very  properly  heretofore  claimed 
most  of  our  attention.  Let  us  now  study 
the  positive  also.  If  we  practice  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  this  book — the  shalls  as  well  as  the 
shall  nots — the  general  health  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  greatly  improved  and,  as  in¬ 
dicated  above,  the  fame  of  our  people  will 
become  world-wide.  The  values  involved 
are  therefore  so  great  that,  as  reasonable, 
responsible  beings,  is  not  our  duty  as 
clear  as  transparent  crystal?  When  we  fail, 
due  to  unavoidable  ignorance,  we  may  in 
a  sense  be  in  the  position  of  those  who 
have  no  law  and  therefore  may  not  be 
judged  by  the  law.  But  in  this  day  and 
time  no  normal  adult  person  need  be  with¬ 
out  at  least  a  fair  knowledeg  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  facts  of  nutrition  and  of  what  to 
eat  and  what  not  to  eat.  These  facts  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  little  book  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  These  facts  are  also  briefly 
indicated  in  the  positive  aspects  of  the 
Word  of  Wisdom,  but  they  largely  escaped 
our  attention,  at  least  we  did  not  seem 
to  appreciate  their  values  until  modern 
science  emphasized  them  to  us. 

And  as  matters  now  stand  Latter-day 
Saints  see  clearly  that  Joseph  Smith  in  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  gave  many  facts  to  the 
world  that  even  men  of  science  at  the 
time  knew  but  little  or  nothing  about. 
How  could  he  do  this?  Because  the  Lord 


revealed  these  things  to  him.  He  was  in 
very  deed  a  prophet  of  the  living  God. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  sincerely 
turn  unto  the  Lord  and  strive  continually 
to  live  in  harmony  with  his  will  in  so  far 
as  we  can  learn  what  it  is.  In  no  other 
way  can  we  fulfill  the  conditions  neces¬ 
sary  to  insure  his  blessings  upon  this  peo¬ 
ple  and  upon  this  land.  The  Lord  him¬ 
self  has  thus  plainly  spoken  to  us. 

Let  us  seek  him  for .  a  desire  and  for 
strength  to  keep  our  ears  open  to  hear  and 
our  hearts  ready  to  respond  to  his  teach¬ 
ings.  Amen. 

- - 

WHENCE  CAME  THE  INDIANS? 

By  OSCAR  P.  TENNEY,  East  Central  Slates  Mission 

Scarcely  four  and  a  half  centuries  ago 
the  spirit  of  God  wrought  upon  Colum¬ 
bus,  who,  putting  off  the  fear  of  ages, 
came  forth  upon  the  water  and  crossed 
over  the  great  “wall"  to  this  land  of 
America.  Here  he  found  a  copper-colored 
people  he  called  Indians.  Where  had  these 
redmen  come  from?  Archeologists  are  to¬ 
day  proving,  by  excavating  ruins  in  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Central  America,  that  at  one  time 
there  was  an  intelligent  civilization  on  this 
land. 

To  deviate  for  a  moment,  what  kind 
of  God  do  we  Christians  worship?  Is 
Jesus  Christ  a  selfish,  unjust  God  who 
came  to  save  a  favored  few?  Or  is  He  a 
loving,  merciful  One  who  was  here  to  save 
black  and  white,  bond  and  free,  every  na¬ 
tion,  kindred,  tongue  and  people?  If  the 
latter,  why  should  He  not  extend  His  sav¬ 
ing  power  (that  is,  the  Gospel),  to  the 
millions  who  died  over  here  before  Colum¬ 
bus'  time?  And  if  they  did  have  His  law 
during  the  time  of  their  civilization,  why 
would  they  not  keep  a  sacred  history  of 
their  origin  and  God's  dealings  with  them 
like  the  people  of  the  Bible  days  did  on 
the  eastern  continent? 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  affirms  this  to  be  true,  and 
declares  the  existence  of  just  such  a  record 
which  is  known  as  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
This  book  is  a  translation  from  ancient 
records  and  tells  when,  why  and  from 
where  the  American  Indians  came.  Would 
it  not  be  worth  reading? 


Smiles  are  the  greatest  health  tonics  in 
existence. — Eva  Arrington . 
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ant  fact?  To  bring  these  things  vividly 
to  our  attention  was  one  reason  why 
Brother  and  Sister  Widtsoe  wrote  the  val¬ 
uable  little  book  entitled,  The  Word 
of  Wisdom — A  Modern  Interpretation. 
To  become  acquainted  with  the  “shalts" 
I  urge  a  careful  study  of  the  second  half 
of  this  book.  There  is  now  a  general 
recognition  of  the  fact  by  the  experts  on 
the  subject  that  food  is  the  chief  factor 
in  the  maintenance  of  health.  But  the 
Lord  has  known  this  all  the  time.  So 
early  in  the  history  of  the  Church  he  gave 
us  his  great  law  of  health — the  Word  of 
Wisdom.  In  recent  years  scientific  meth¬ 
ods  in  the  hands  of  able  experts  have 
confirmed  in  great  detail  the  truth  of  the 
teachings  of  this  divine  law. 

Since  it  is  our  unquestioned  duty  to 
maintain  our  health,  using  the  means  the 
Lord  has  placed  in  our  hands  to  this  end, 
we  should  be  greatly  interested  and  prof¬ 
ited  by  making  careful  study  of  the  posi¬ 
tive  aspects  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as  they 
are  set  forth  in  this  new  book  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Widtsoe.  The  negative  aspects 
have  very  properly  heretofore  claimed 
most  of  our  attention.  Let  us  now  study 
the  positive  also.  If  we  practice  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  this  book — the  shalls  as  well  as  the 
shall  nots — the  general  health  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  greatly  improved  and,  as  in¬ 
dicated  above,  the  fame  of  our  people  will 
become  world-wide.  The  values  involved 
are  therefore  so  great  that,  as  reasonable, 
responsible  beings,  is  not  our  duty  as 
clear  as  transparent  crystal?  When  we  fail, 
due  to  unavoidable  ignorance,  we  may  in 
a  sense  be  in  the  position  of  those  who 
have  no  law  and  therefore  may  not  be 
judged  by  the  law.  But  in  this  day  and 
time  no  normal  adult  person  need  be  with¬ 
out  at  least  a  fair  knowledeg  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  facts  of  nutrition  and  of  what  to 
eat  and  what  not  to  eat.  These  facts  are 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  little  book  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  These  facts  are  also  briefly 
indicated  in  the  positive  aspects  of  the 
Word  of  Wisdom,  but  they  largely  escaped 
our  attention,  at  least  we  did  not  seem 
to  appreciate  their  values  until  modern 
science  emphasized  them  to  us. 

And  as  matters  now  stand  Latter-day 
Saints  see  clearly  that  Joseph  Smith  in  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  gave  many  facts  to  the 
world  that  even  men  of  science  at  the 
time  knew  but  little  or  nothing  about. 
How  could  he  do  this?  Because  the  Lord 


revealed  these  things  to  him.  He  was  in 
very  deed  a  prophet  of  the  living  God. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  sincerely 
turn  unto  the  Lord  and  strive  continually 
to  live  in  harmony  with  his  will  in  so  far 
as  we  can  learn  what  it  is.  In  no  other 
way  can  we  fulfill  the  conditions  neces¬ 
sary  to  insure  his  blessings  upon  this  peo¬ 
ple  and  upon  this  land.  The  Lord  him¬ 
self  has  thus  plainly  spoken  to  us. 

Let  us  seek  him  for .  a  desire  and  for 
strength  to  keep  our  ears  open  to  hear  and 
our  hearts  ready  to  respond  to  his  teach¬ 
ings.  Amen. 

WHENCE  CAME  THE  INDIANS? 

By  OSCAR  P.  TENNEY,  East  Central  Stales  Mission 

Scarcely  four  and  a  half  centuries  ago 
the  spirit  of  God  wrought  upon  Colum¬ 
bus,  who,  putting  off  the  fear  of  ages, 
came  forth  upon  the  water  and  crossed 
over  the  great  “wall"  to  this  land  of 
America.  Here  he  found  a  copper-colored 
people  he  called  Indians.  Where  had  these 
redmen  come  from?  Archeologists  are  to¬ 
day  proving,  by  excavating  ruins  in  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Central  America,  that  at  one  time 
there  was  an  intelligent  civilization  on  this 
land. 

To  deviate  for  a  moment,  what  kind 
of  God  do  we  Christians  worship?  Is 
Jesus  Christ  a  selfish,  unjust  God  who 
came  to  save  a  favored  few?  Or  is  He  a 
loving,  merciful  One  who  was  here  to  save 
black  and  white,  bond  and  free,  every  na¬ 
tion,  kindred,  tongue  and  people?  If  the 
latter,  why  should  He  not  extend  His  sav¬ 
ing  power  (that  is,  the  Gospel),  to  the 
millions  who  died  over  here  before  Colum¬ 
bus'  time?  And  if  they  did  have  His  law 
during  the  time  of  their  civilization,  why 
would  they  not  keep  a  sacred  history  of 
their  origin  and  God’s  dealings  with  them 
like  the  people  of  the  Bible  days  did  on 
the  eastern  continent? 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  affirms  this  to  be  true,  and 
declares  the  existence  of  just  such  a  record 
which  is  known  as  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
This  book  is  a  translation  from  ancient 
records  and  tells  when,  why  and  from 
where  the  American  Indians  came.  Would 
it  not  be  worth  reading? 


Smiles  are  the  greatest  health  tonics  in 
existence. — Eva  Arrington. 
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ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS  LATER 

By  WILLIAM  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President  East  Central 
States  Mission. 

We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God  as  far  as 
it  is  translated  correctly.  We  also  believe  the  Book 
of  Mormon  to  be  the  word  of  God. 

Long  before  the  publication  of  the 
Articles  of  Faith  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  as  an  official  pronouncement  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  restored  Church,  he 
had  given  to  the  world  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon,  wherein  the  Lord  had  revealed,  in 
words  of  plainness,  some  things,  the  lack 
of  which,  had  made  the  sacred  scriptures 
incomplete  and  misleading  as  a  guide  to 
the  spiritual  and  religious  lives  of  men. 

In  I  Nephi  13:25-29  is  revealed  the 
fact  that  down  through  the  ages,  the  Old 


President  William  T.  Tew,  Jr. 


and  New  Testament  scriptures  have  suf¬ 
fered  violence  at  the  hands  of  unscrupulous 
men,  wherein 

"they  have  taken  away  from  the  Gospel  of  the  Lamb 
many  parts  which  are  plain  and  most  precious;  and 
also  many  covenants  of  the  Lord  have  they  taken  away. 
And  all  this  have  they  done  that  they  might  pervert 
the  right  ways  of  the  Lord,  that  they  might  blind  the 
eyes  and  harden  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men. 
*  *  *  And  after  these  plain  and  precious  things  were 
taken  away  it  (the  Bible)  goeth  forth  unto  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  Gentiles;  and  after  it  goeth  forth  unto  all 
the  nations  of  the  Gentiles,  yea,  even  across  the  many 
waters  which  thou  hast  seen  with  the  Gentiles  which 
have  gone  forth  out  of  captivity,  thou  seest  —  because 
of  the  many  plain  and  precious  things  which  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  book,  which  were  plain  unto 
the  understanding  of  the  children  of  men,  according 
to  the  plainness  which  is  in  the  Lamb  of  God -because 
of  these  things  which  are  taken  away  out  of  the  Gospel 
of  the  Lamb,  an  exceeding  great  many  do  stumble, 
yea,  insomuch  that  Satan  hath  great  power  over  them. 

The  result  of  this  “stumbling”  in  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  the  teachings  of  our 


Redeemer,  the  result  of  this  power  that 
the  enemy  of  all  righteousness  has  had 
over  the  minds  of  the  teachers  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  is  that  men  have  blundered;  they  have 
been  led  astray;  “they  have  heaped  to 
themselves  teachers,  having  itching  ears,” 
that  is  they  have  refused  to  stand  by  and 
“endure  sound  doctrine.”  Their  ears  have 
itched  to  hear  sentimental  platitudes;  they 
have  indulged  in  the  thrill  of  emotional 
experiences;  they  have  yielded  themselves 
to  the  wily,  yet  powerful  persuasions  of 
a  professional  group  of  teachers  who  have 
made  the  way  of  salvation  easy  and  in¬ 
viting,  releasing  the  adherent  from  any 
need  to  conform  to  the  ordinances  of  the 
Gospel  or  to  yield  obedience  to  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Priesthood  of  God.  To  a 
great  degree  the  confusion  that  prevails 
and  has  prevailed  for  centuries  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  world  is  traceable  to  the  fact  that 
many  “plain  and  precious  things”  have 
been  taken  from  .the  Bible; 

For  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  that  day  that  the 
Churches  which  are  built  up,  and  not  unto  the  Lord, 
when  the  one  shall  say  unto  the  other:  Behold,  I, 
I  am  the  Lord's;  and  the  other  shall  say:  I,  I  am 
the  Lord's;  and  thus  shall  every  one  say  that 
hath  built  up  churches,  and  not  unto  the  Lord -and 
they  shall  contend  one  with  another;  and  they  shall 
teach  with  their  learning,  and  deny  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  giveth  utterance.  -  II  Nephi  28:3,  4. 

In  giving  his  account  of  the  confusion 
that  prevailed  in  Western  New  York 
among  religious  sects,  the  Prophet  says: 

It  commenced  with  the  Methodists,  but  soon  became 
general  among  all  the  sects  in  that  region  of  the 
country.  *  ♦  *  and  great  multitudes  united  themselves 
to  the  different  religious  parties,  which  created  no  small 
stir  and  division  amongst  the  people,  some  crying, 
''Lo,  here!"  and  others,  "Lo,  there!"  Some  were  con¬ 
tending  for  the  Methodist  faith,  some  for  the  Presby¬ 
terian,  and  some  for  the  Baptist. 

And  now  after  more  than  a  century  the 
churches  are  still  contending  within  as 
well  as  among  themselves.  They  are  not 
able  to  come  to  a  unity  of  the  faith.  Some 
are  fundamentalists,  some  modernists,  and 
some  leaning  both  ways,  accepting  what 
they  care  to  of  each  extreme.  Some  hold 
to  the  infallability  of  the  Bible  and  some 
even  deny  any  divine  inspiration  to  the 
original  writers,  and  still  others  accept 
the  theory  that  there  are  both  the  divine 
and  human  elements  in  the  sacred  scrip¬ 
tures.  Some  go  so  far  as  to  assert  and 
defend  the  position  that,  “The  Bible  has 
God  for  its  author,  salvation  for  its  end, 
and  truth  without  any  mixture  of  error, 
for  its  matter.”  Smyth,  in  his  book, 
How  God  Inspired  the  Bible,  says:  “The 
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scriptures  are  given  and  guaranteed  by 
God,  even  in  their  very  language.” 
Others  contend  that,  “The  Bible  is  the 
very  utterance  of  the  Eternal.”  Yet, 
down  through  the  long  centuries  from  St. 
Jerome  to  Goodspeed  and  Smith,  and  even 
to  a  current  movement  designed  to  give  us 
a  new  translation,  we  have  had  many, 
many  versions  and  revisions  of  the  sacred 
scriptures,  all  bearing  silent  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  Mormon  Prophet  did 
not  err  in  giving  Mr.  John  Wentworth, 
editor  of  the  Chicago  Democrat,  in  1842, 
the  Articles  of  Faith  for  publication  to 
the  world  for  the  first  time. 

From  across  the  sea,  from  London  on 
April  22,  1938,  we  have  coming  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  another  “Church  Fight 
is  Brewing.”  “The  Anglo-Catholic  group 
raps  doctrine  report.”  It  appears  that  in 
1922  the  Church  of  England  appointed  a 
commission  on  Christian  Doctrine.  The 
commission,  headed  by  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  made  its  report  on  January  13, 
1938,  after  spending  sixteen  years  in  try¬ 
ing  to  resolve  doctrinal  differences.  Their 
report,  described  as  the  most  important 
Anglican  document  in  almost  400  years, 
has  drawn  the  fire  of  the  Catholic  Ad¬ 
visory  Council. 

So  revolutionary  are  some  phases  of  the 
report  that  the  council,  “representing  an 
Anglo-Catholic  group  of  2,000  clerics 
and  50,000  laymen  within  the  Church,” 
declared  its  purpose  to  resist  to  the  ut¬ 
most  the  threatened  disintegration  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Among  other  vital 
conclusions  of  the  commission  are  the 
following:  It  declares  that  the  “Bible 

is  not  infallible,”  and  “that  historical 
evidence  for  Christ's  birth  from  a  virgin 
mother  is  inconclusive,  and  that  God  could 
perform  miracles  if  He  would;  although 
the  commission  was  divided  on  whether 
miracles  have  occurred.” 

It  is  quite  consoling  to  learn  at  this 
late  date  that  the  great  Church  of  England 
is  finally  approaching  the  point  where 
they  can  say  with  us  that  they  “believe 
the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God  as  far 
as  it  is  translated  correctly,”  but  that, 
without  detracting  in  the  least  from  its 
great  value  as  a  sacred  scripture,  it  “is  not 
infallible-.” 

It  is  also  refreshing  to  note  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  a  Book  of  Mormon  implication 
that  the  time  would  come  “when  men 
would  not  endure  sound  doctrine,”  but 


would  actually  deny  the  Divine  God- 
hood”  of  Jesus,  our  Redeemer  and  make 
of  Him  just  a  great  teacher,  “the  greatest, 
noblest  Rabbi  of  them  all,”  and  thus  rob 
Him  of  His  Sonship  and  Authorship  of 
the  Gospel,  which  is  the  power  of  God 
to  save  men  from  their  besetting  weakness¬ 
es  and  failings,  by  making  them  masters 
of  their  own  destiny  and  by  helping  them 
gain  freedom  from  all  their  enemies. 

To  meet  such  a  condition  and  to  offer 
a  solution  for  the  weakness  or  fallability 
of  the  Bible,  the  Lord  in  His  mercy, 
knowing  the  end  from  the  beginning,  has 
prepared  another  witness  for  His  Son, 
Jesus  the  Christ,  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
One  of  the  purposes  the  Lord  had  in  mind 
in  bringing  forth  this  American  scripture 
is  to  combat  the  doubts  and  negative  teach¬ 
ings  of  religious  leaders  regarding  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  such  as  the  assertion  made  by 
the  commission  headed  by  the  Archbishop 
of  York,  above  referred  to.  The  Book  of 
Mormon  is  a  New  Witness  for  the  Divine 
heritage  and  mission  of  our  Savior.  In 
it  are  recorded  these  words  as  to  its  pur¬ 
pose,  “And  also  to  the  convincing  of  the 
Jew  and  Gentile  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
the  Eternal  God,  manifesting  Himself  un¬ 
to  all  nations.” 

While  the  religious  world  is  driven  by 
the  winds  and  waves  of  uncertainty,  the 
Latter-day  Saints  may  be  calm  and  se¬ 
cure  in  their  knowledge  and  testimony  of 
the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus,  the  Christ. 
How  thankful  we  should  be  as  members 
of  the  “Living  church”  of  God,  which  is 
so  big  and  all  inclusive,  that  we  can  be 
safe  in  asserting  that,  “We  believe  all 
that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  does 
now  reveal  and  we  believe  that  He  will 
yet  reveal  many  great  and  important 
things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 
And  these  are  guarantees  that  the  Church 
and  its  doctrine  will  never  become  stag¬ 
nant  or  antiquated. 

Human  wisdom  has  failed,  but  God 
has  a  plan  that  He  has  tried  in  every 
generation  to  place  in  operation  among  His 
earthly  children  to  make  them  happy 
through  their  knowing  and  living  the 
Truth. 


If  aught  obstruct  thy  cause,  yet  stand 
not  still 

But  wind  about  till  thou  hast  topp’d  the 
hill. — Denham. 


The  Declaration  of  Independence 

Issued  by  the  Continental  Congress,  July  4,  1776 


ooo 

WHEN,  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  HUMAN  EVENTS,  it  becomes  neces¬ 
sary  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  con¬ 
nected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  powers  of  the 
earth,  the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of 
nature’s  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  re¬ 
quires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — that  all  men  are  created  equal; 
that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  That  to  secure 
these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government 
becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such 
principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most 
likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Prudence  indeed,  will  dictate  that 
governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient 
causes;  and,  accordingly,  all  experience  hath  shown,  that  mankind  are  more 
disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by 
abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train 
of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  de¬ 
sign  to  reduce  them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future 
security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies,  and  such  is 
now  the  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former  systems  of 
government.  .  .  . 

•  We,  therefore,  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
general  congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  supreme  judge  of  the  world  for 
the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  these  colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare:  That  these 
United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  states; 
that  they  are  absoved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all 
political  connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  totally  dissolved;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  states,  they  have 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce, 
and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  independent  states  may  of  right  do. 
And,  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other,  our  lives,  our 
fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 

The  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  were  inspired  from  on  high  to  do  that  work.  .  .  .  They  laid  the 
foundation,  and  it  was  for  after  generations  to  rear  the  superstructure  upon 
it.  .  .  .  We  will  cling  to  the  Constitution  of  our  country,  and  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  reveres  that  sacred  charter  of  freeman’s  rights. — Brigham  Young. 
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LIVING  YOUR  RELIGION 

By  KEITH  H.  FACER,  Northwestern  Stales  Mission 

“Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and 
glorify  your  father  which  is  in  heaven." 

In  this  day  and  age  when  religion  has, 
in  a  measure,  been  placed  "on  the  shelf," 
how  important  it  is  for  us  to  be  an  ex¬ 
ample  before  the  world  in  living  our  re¬ 
ligion!  As  Latter-day  Saints  we  have  a 
wonderful  heritage  left  to  us  by  our  pi¬ 
oneer  forefathers.  If  we  are  to  merit  the 
blessings  of  life  eternal,  we  must  hold  to 
the  doctrines  that  they  cherished  so  much. 

Have  we  stopped  to  think  how  im¬ 
portant  religion  is  in  our  living?  It  has 
been  said  that  we  should  develop  ourselves 
physically,  mentally,  and  spiritually.  I 
fear  the  trend  today  is  toward  the  physi¬ 
cal  and  mental  sides  of  life,  leaving  the 
spiritual  dormant.  Yet  surely  the  most 
important  side  of  life  is  the  spiritual. 

Because  the  standards  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  are  so  high,  we  have  an  obligation 
to  the  world  to  live  our  religion.  By 
doing  this  we  will  better  our  own  lives, 
as  well  as  convince  men  that  we  have  the 
truth.  No  way  has  ever  been  found  so 
effective  for  teaching  a  principle  as  by 
living  it. 

Have  we  not  noticed  the  stand  that  the 
Church  authorities  have  taken  upon  this 
matter  of  living  our  religion?  If  so, 
let  us  so  order  our  lives  that  we  may  be 
in  harmony  with  them,  as  well  as  being 
a  light  to  the  world. 


ETERNAL  IDEALS 

By  JOHN  ROBERT  BUSWELL,  East  Central  Stales  Mission 

To  have  a  beautiful  old  age,  you  must  live  a  beauti¬ 
ful  youth,  for  we  ourselves  are  our  own  posterity,  and 
every  man  is  his  own  ancestor.  I  am  today  what  I  am 
because  I  was  yesterday  what  I  was.  — Elbert  Hubbard. 

Too  long  have  we  been  casting  our  nets 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  boat;  too  long 
have  we  neglected  our  young  people. 

Surely  the  plastic,  unprejudiced  minds 
of  the  clean  youth  in  and  out  of  our 
Church  ought  to  be  susceptible  to  the  vital 
truths  contained  in  "Mormonism."  Youth 
wants  to  put  its  trust  in  something.  It  is 
natural  for  youth  to  idealize.  If  it  can 
early  get  fixed  ideals,  based  upon  eternal 
principles,  how  much  surer  and  greater 
will  be  the  joy  when  the  goal  is  reached. 
Youth  is  a  time  of  frequent  disillusion¬ 
ment.  Those  ideals  formed  in  tender 


years  may  turn  false.  When  the  ideal 
isn’t  high  enough,  there  is  always  the 
danger  of  tapping  our  potentialities  so 
lightly  that  we  limit  our  own  selves,  and 
live  in  a  cramped  sphere,  not  conducive  to 
progress,  and  the  upward  and  outward 
look. 

Man-made  ideals  are  cramping  to  the 
true  development  of  our  souls.  Acquire¬ 
ment  of  wealth,  power,  social  prestige — all 
ideals  for  some,  stand  so  small,  so  futile, 
in  comparison  to  the  God-given  ideals  of 
eternal  life  with  Jesus  Christ  —  eternal 
marriage,  eternal  increase,  power  for  good 
forever,  ability  to  use  eternal  laws  in  the 
work  of  a  universe,  faculty  to  appreciate 
the  truth  in  God’s  creations.  A  pure 
heart,  a  clear  head,  and  clean  hands  to 
stand  before  our  beloved  Father  on  that 
great  day,  and  with  clear  eyes  give  an 
account  of  the  activities  of  our  earth  life 
— these  ideals  can  always  be  held  aloft. 
We  will  not  outgrow  them;  we  cannot 
outlive  them.  They  will  never  let  us 
down  but  keep  us  ever  looking  up. 

The  Church  offers  the  youth  of  this 
day  ideals  that  will  support  them  and 
beckon  them  on  throughout  all  eternity. 


AS  YOU  SOW 

By  CORA  MAY  EVANS,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

There’s  something  awaiting  a  not  distant  clay, 
It’s  a  reward  to  you,  or  a  debt  you  must  pay. 

If  you’ve  fed  and  clothed  the  needy  and  poor, 
When  they  came  entreating  at  your  door; 

If  you’ve  been  honest,  upright  and  just 
To  those  who  placed  in  you  their  trust; 

If,  at  the  close  of  each  passing  day, 

You  can  truly  say  as  you  kneel  to  pray, 

“Dear  Father,  I  have  tried  to  do  my  best 
Bless  me  now  and  give  me  rest,” 

That  “something”  will  be  a  peace  so  rare 
That  worldly  pleasures  cannot  compare — 

A  soul’s  satisfaction  in  things  well  done — 

A  warm  approval  of  the  Holy  One. 

But  oh,  dear  erring,  selfish  friend 
Sorrow  awaits  you  in  the  end; 

Your  bed  will  give  you  little  rest, 

If  you  have  failed  to  do  your  best. 

You’ll  see  as  saw  a  king  in  sin 
“Mene,  Mene,  Tekel,  Upharsin.” 

“Weighed  in  the  balance”  were  the  words  on 
the  wall; 

He  was  slain  in  the  night — forgotten  by  all. 
Your  money’s  not  yours,  God  only  did  lend 
To  you  for  a  purpose,  this  money  you  spend. 
If  you  squander  it  all  on  your  own  selfish  lust, 
’Twill  canker  your  soul — turn  life’s  jewels  to 
dust; 

If  you  refuse  to  succor  the  poor  and  downcast, 
A  cup  full  of  sorrow  awaits  you  at  last. 
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100  Years  of  Tithing 


WITH  THE  EIGHTH  OF  JULY, 
1938,  comes  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  revelation  to 
the  Pr'ophet  Joseph  Smith  on  tithing.  As 
with  many  of  the  revelations  of  modern 
time,  this  one  came  as  answer  to  prayer. 
The  Prophet's  appeal,  “O  Lord,  show 
unto  thy  servants  how  much  thou  re- 
quirest  of  the  properties  of  the  people  for 
a  tithing,”  was  answered  by  receipt  of 
the  revelation  which  has  since  constituted 
the  law  of  revenue  of  the  Church.  Under 
the  provisions  of  this  law  the  Church  has 
maintained  a  position  of  material  inde¬ 
pendence  and  achieved  commendable  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  work  with  which  it  is  charged. 

It  will  be  noted  from  above  that  the 
Prophet  asked  of  the  Lord  “how  much 
thou  requirest  of  the  properties  of  the 
people.”  The  answer  came  back  in  the 
same  positive  language,  “Verily,  thus  saith 
the  Lord,  I  require,”  etc. 

Two  unwarranted  attitudes  have  been 
assumed  by  different  classes  of  people  re¬ 
garding  this  law  of  tithing.  Some,  un¬ 
friendly  to  the  Church,  have  spoken  of 
its  members  as  being  priest-ridden  and 
compelled  to  pay  into  the  stores  of  the 
church  hierarchy  the  tenth  part  of  all  they 
have  and  receive,  and  that  failure  so  to  do 
brings  dire  punishment.  Those  who  know 
the  truth  smile  at  such  ridiculous  report. 

The  other  extreme  view  is  taken  by 
some  members  of  the  Church  who  look 
upon  tithing  as  merely  a  free-will  offer¬ 
ing,  wherein  they  are  permitted  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  own  discretion  and,  from  lack  of 
faith  and  spiritual  interest,  choose  to  pay 
no  tithing,  or  pay  in  part  only. 

Neither  of  these  interpretations  is  cor¬ 
rect.  In  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  there  is  no  compulsion. 
The  Gospel  is  a  perfect  law  of  liberty  and 
love.  It  is  founded  upon  the  principle  of 


free  agency.  In  fact,  free  agency  char¬ 
acterized  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Christ 
as  distinguished  from  the  plan  of  compul¬ 
sion  which  was  rejected. 

But  with  free  agency  comes  responsi¬ 
bility.  One  who  chooses,  must  assume 
the  consequence  of  his  choice.  The  God 
we  worship  is  a  God  of  order,  and  in  the 
realm  where  He  presides,  law  and  order 
prevail.  Every  cause  has  its  effect.  Op¬ 
position  to  eternal  law  is  the  cause  of 
failure,  loss,  sorrow  and  defeat  as  phases 
of  the  effect  following  the  cause.  Success 
and  accomplishment  are  the  effects  of  fol¬ 
lowing  the  cause  of  obedience. 

To  Adam  was  given  the  command, 
“of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil  thou  shalt  not  eat.”  The  law 
was  issued  but  privilege  given  to  obey 
or  disobey.  “Nevertheless  thou  mayest 
choose  for  thyself,  for  it  is  given  unto 
thee;  but  remember  I  forbid  it.”  The 
law  was  broken  and  the  result  was  in¬ 
evitable.  The  wise  husbandman  who 
obeys  the  laws  of  nature,  reaps  the  reward 
of  obedience  at  harvest  time.  He  who 
elects  to  not  obey,  meets  no  compulsion, 
but  the  winds  of  winter  find  him  desti¬ 
tute  and  hungry.  Lucifer  the  “son  of 
the  morning”  chose  his  own  way.  It 
was  the  way  of  disobedience  and  he  became 
a  devil. 

It  would  seem  that  human  experience 
and  Christian*  teaching  would  ere  now 
have  impressed  upon  man  the  advisability 
of  obeying  the  laws  of  the  Lord  and 
living  in  harmony  with  the  Divine  will. 
It  would  seem  also  that  one  hundred  years 
should  be  time  enough  for  Latter-day 
Saints  to  test  the  advisability  of  subscrib¬ 
ing  to  the  “requirements”  of  an  all-wise 
and  loving  Father.  Ever  and  always  obe¬ 
dience  to  such  requirements  brings  bless¬ 
ings  and  disobedience  results  in  loss. 
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To  ancient  Israel  the  Lord  spoke 
through  the  Prophet  Malachi  and  rebuked 
their  dishonesty  with  Him.  After  be¬ 
rating  their  lack  of  faith  and  obedience, 
He  threw  this  challenge  to  them: 

Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  here¬ 
with,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that 
there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.— Malachi 
3:10. 

The  challenge  has  never  been  with¬ 
drawn.  Later-day  Saints  who  have  met 
this  “requirement"  of  the  Lord  bear  con¬ 
vincing  testimony  of  receipt  of  the  prom¬ 
ised  blessings.  In  the  time  of  financial 
adversity  through  which  we  have  been 
passing  for  near  a  decade,  comparatively 
very  few  consistent  and  honest  tithe  pay¬ 
ers  have  been  in  want.  Let  the  members 
of  the  Church  look  about  them  and  com¬ 
pare  the  number  of  full  tithe  payers  with 
the  non-tithe  payers  who  are  in  need  of 
help. 

Will  nine  dollars  buy  more  food  or 
clothing  than  ten  dollars?  Perhaps  not, 
but  nine  dollars  and  Divine  blessing  is 
better  than  any  ten  dollars  without  it. 
It's  an  impotent,  helpless  god  whose  bless¬ 
ing  and  benefaction  cannot  equal  one- 
tenth  the  earning  power  of  puny  man. 
All  the  physical  power  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  we  possess  by  which  we  earn  our 
substance  and  bargain  its  disposition  comes 
from  God,  the  giver  of  all  good.  Is  it  not 
possible  for  Him  to  increase  or  diminish 
the  light  and  power  by  which  we  achieve 
as  our  faith  and  worthiness  may  warrant? 

The  law  of  the  tithe  has  made  possible 
the  financial  strength  and  solidarity  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Church  today.  Following 
years  of  economic  decadence,  precipitating 
bankruptcy  and  the  crumbling  of  great’ 
fortunes,  does  not  the  heart  of  every  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saint  thrill  with  pride  at  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  Church  to  which  he 
belongs  is  entirely  free  from  debt — that 
none  of  its  properties  are  mortgaged  and 
none  of  its  securities  pledged?  Its  seven 
beautiful  temples,  with  two  more  in  pros¬ 
pect;  its  spacious  tabernacles,  educational 
seminaries,  and  numerous  splendid  chap¬ 
els;  its  unprecedented  and  unequaled  mis¬ 
sionary  system  all  stand  as  monuments  to 
the  wisdom  and  efficacy  of  the  Divine  law 
of  tithing.  Reader,  how  much  have  you 
contributed  to  it?  How  much  more  could 
be  accomplished  if  all  Saints  were  honest 
with  God  and  had  faith  in  His  promise! 


But  the  blessings  to  the  tithe  payer  are 
not  financial  only.  In  fact  there  may  be 
instances  wherein  the  financial  blessing 
following  the  payment  of  tithes  is  not 
apparent.  Far  greater  are  those  values 
which  shall  endure  when  finance  is  no 
more.  We  love  that  for  which  we  sac¬ 
rifice.  Service  begets  love.  Giving  of  our 
substance  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  kin¬ 
dles  within  us  an  interest  in  and  a  love  for 
that  work.  It  puts  us  in  closer  harmony 
with  the  Divine,  and  as  we  come  into  such 
closer  harmony  we  are  more  and  more 
susceptible  to  Divine  communication  and 
its  interpretation.  If  Latter-day  Saints 
will  “always  remember  Him  and  keep  His 
commandments  which  He  has  given  them" 
“they  may  always  have  His  Spirit  to  be 
with  them"  and  this  is  a  gift  far  beyond 
any  value  measured  by  money.  “Behold, 
he  that  hath  eternal  life  is  rich"  and  only 
by  keeping  the  “requirements"  of  God  can 
eternal  life  be  attained.  E.  L.  M. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  FOR  BRAZILIAN  MISSION 


Announcement  has  been  made  by  the 
First  Presidency  of  the  appointment  of 
Elder  John  A.  Bowers  as  president  of  the 
Brazilian  Mission.  He  will  succeed  Presi¬ 
dent  Rulon  S.  Howells  who  has  presided 
there  for  the  past  three  years. 

Pres.  Bowers  is  a  mining  engineer  of 
Ogden,  Utah.  In  1926-29  he  filled  a 
mission  to  Germany.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  M.  I.  A.  board  of  Carbon 
Stake  and  has  been  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Seventies.  With  his  wife  Amelia 
Wright  Bowers,  he  will  take  his  leave  for 
mission  headquarters  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil, 
about  the  middle  of  August. 


CHILDHOOD  MEMORIES 


When  I  see  the  cowslips  in  the  clover, 
And  the  poppies  in  the  wheat; 

The  daisies  and  the  buttercups — 

With  the  violets  at  my  feet; 

The  mosses  'tween  the  cobblestones, 

The  dew  on  shining  grass 
That  sparkles  in  the  sunbeam 
Wherever  I  may  pass — 

I  think  of  mother's  kindness 
As  she  held  my  trusting  hand; 

I  lift  my  eyes  to  heaven 
And  thank  God  I  understand. 

— Aubrey  J.  Parker. 
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To  ancient  Israel  the  Lord  spoke 
through  the  Prophet  Malachi  and  rebuked 
their  dishonesty  with  Him.  After  be¬ 
rating  their  lack  of  faith  and  obedience, 
He  threw  this  challenge  to  them: 

Bring  Ye  the  iiihes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there 
may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  here¬ 
with,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that 
there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it. —  Malachi 
3:10. 

The  challenge  has  never  been  with¬ 
drawn.  Later-day  Saints  who  have  met 
this  '‘requirement”  of  the  Lord  bear  con¬ 
vincing  testimony  of  receipt  of  the  prom¬ 
ised  blessings.  In  the  time  of  financial 
adversity  through  which  we  have  been 
passing  for  near  a  decade,  comparatively 
very  few  consistent  and  honest  tithe  pay¬ 
ers  have  been  in  want.  Let  the  members 
of  the  Church  look  about  them  and  com¬ 
pare  the  number  of  full  tithe  payers  with 
the  non-tithe  payers  who  are  in  need  of 
help. 

Will  nine  dollars  buy  more  food  or 
clothing  than  ten  dollars?  Perhaps  not, 
but  nine  dollars  and  Divine  blessing  is 
better  than  any  ten  dollars  without  it. 
It’s  an  impotent,  helpless  god  whose  bless¬ 
ing  and  benefaction  cannot  equal  one- 
tenth  the  earning  power  of  puny  man. 
All  the  physical  power  and  the  intelli¬ 
gence  we  possess  by  which  we  earn  our 
substance  and  bargain  its  disposition  comes 
from  God,  the  giver  of  all  good.  Is  it  not 
possible  for  Him  to  increase  or  diminish 
the  light  and  power  by  which  we  achieve 
as  our  faith  and  worthiness  may  warrant? 

The  law  of  the  tithe  has  made  possible 
the  financial  strength  and  solidarity  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Church  today.  Following 
years  of  economic  decadence,  precipitating 
bankruptcy  and  the  crumbling  of  great 
fortunes,  does  not  the  heart  of  every  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saint  thrill  with  pride  at  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  Church  to  which  he 
belongs  is  entirely  free  from  debt — that 
none  of  its  properties  are  ^mortgaged  and 
none  of  its  securities  pledged?  Its  seven 
beautiful  temples,  with  two  more  in  pros¬ 
pect;  its  spacious  tabernacles,  educational 
seminaries,  and  numerous  splendid  chap¬ 
els;  its  unprecedented  and  unequaled  mis¬ 
sionary  system  all  stand  as  monuments  to 
the  wisdom  and  efficacy  of  the  Divine  law 
of  tithing.  Reader,  how  much  have  you 
contributed  to  it?  How  much  more  could 
be  accomplished  if  all  Saints  were  honest 
with  God  and  had  faith  in  His  promise! 


But  the  blessings  to  the  tithe  payer  are 
not  financial  only.  In  fact  there  may  be 
instances  wherein  the  financial  blessing 
following  the  payment  of  tithes  is  not 
apparent.  Far  greater  are  those  values 
which  shall  endure  when  finance  is  no 
more.  We  love  that  for  which  we  sac¬ 
rifice.  Service  begets  love.  Giving  of  our 
substance  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  kin¬ 
dles  within  us  an  interest  in  and  a  love  for 
that  work.  It  puts  us  in  closer  harmony 
with  the  Divine,  and  as  we  come  into  such 
closer  harmony  we  are  more  and  more 
susceptible  to  Divine  communication  and 
its  interpretation.  If  Latter-day  Saints 
will  “always  remember  Him  and  keep  His 
commandments  which  He  has  given  them” 
“they  may  always  have  His  Spirit  to  be 
with  them”  and  this  is  a  gift  far  beyond 
any  value  measured  by  money.  “Behold, 
he  that  hath  eternal  life  is  rich”  and  only 
by  keeping  the  “requirements”  of  God  can 
eternal  life  be  attained.  E.  L.  M. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  FOR  BRAZILIAN  MISSION 


Announcement  has  been  made  by  the 
First  Presidency  of  the  appointment  of 
Elder  John  A.  Bowers  as  president  of  the 
Brazilian  Mission.  He  will  succeed  Presi¬ 
dent  Rulon  S.  Howells  who  has  presided 
there  for  the  past  three  years. 

Pres.  Bowers  is  a  mining  engineer  of 
Ogden,  Utah.  In  1926-29  he  filled  a 
mission  to  Germany.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  M.  I.  A.  board  of  Carbon 
Stake  and  has  been  active  in  the  work  of 
the  Seventies.  With  his  wife  Amelia 
Wright  Bowers,  he  will  take  his  leave  for 
mission  headquarters  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil, 
about  the  middle  of  August. 


CHILDHOOD  MEMORIES 


When  I  see  the  cowslips  in  the  clover, 
And  the  poppies  in  the  wheat; 

The  daisies  and  the  buttercups — 

With  the  violets  at  my  feet; 

The  mosses  'tween  the  cobblestones, 

The  dew  on  shining  grass 
That  sparkles  in  the  sunbeam 
Wherever  I  may  pass — 

I  think  of  mother’s  kindness 
As  she  held  my  trusting  hand; 

I  lift  my  eyes  to  heaven 
And  thank  God  I  understand. 

— Aubrey  J.  Parker. 
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FIFTY  YEARS  OF  TEMPLE  WORK 
AT  MANTI 


June  the  14th  marked  the  Golden  Ju¬ 
bilee  of  the  dedication  of  the  Temple  at 
Manti.  Utah.  Assembled  for  the  occasion 
were  President  Heber  J.  Grant,  a  number 
of  the  general  authorities  of  the  Church, 
executives  of  other  temples  and  5,000 
other  proud  and  happy  Latter-day  Saints 
who  had  come  together  in  commemoration 
of  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the 
temple  fifty  years  ago. 

The  Jubilee  took  the  form  of  a  home¬ 
coming  for  the  people  who  have  in  years 
past,  been  associated  with  the  temple  and 
its  work.  Temple  President  Robert  D. 
Young  was  in  charge  of  the  celebration. 
Addressing  the  Saints,  President  Grant  ob¬ 
served  that  he  was  the  only  one  remaining 
of  the  general  authorities  of  the  Church 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  temple  dedica¬ 
tion  fifty  years  ago.  He  bore  a  strong 
testimony  to  the  divine  origin  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  the  truth  of  the  great 
work  of  salvation  divinely  established  on 
the  earth  in  modern  times. 

As  a  part  of  the  Jubilee  festivities  a 
sacred  pageant  presented  each  evening  on 
the  Temple  grounds  has  drawn  great 
throngs  of  people.  The  pageant,  "Hearts 
of  the  Children,"  written  and  directed  by 
Moroni  H.  Smith,  in  its  prologue  depicts 
the  creation  of  man  and  woman  on  the 
earth.  In  eight  episodes  are  then  shown 
the  opening  of  the  present  dispensation, 
the  restoration  of  the  Gospel,  the  coming 
of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  the  building  of  the 
Temple  and  the  performance  of  temple 
ordinances  for  the  salvation  of  the  dead. 

The  200  members  of  the  chorus,  all 
clothed  in  white,  and  the  majestic  temple 
made  alive  with  "angels"  (persons  in 
white)  in  the  windows  and  on  the  ledges 
to  the  very  top,  when  emblazoned  by  the 
powerful  flood  lights  in  the  grand  finale 
presented  a  scene  of  such  heavenly  beauty 
as  to  thrill  the  heart  and  inspire  the  soul 
beyond  power  of  expression. 

Thousands  of  people  have  come  from 
near  and  far  to  participate  in  the  Temple 
Jubilee. 


Self-reverence,  self-knowledge,  self-con 
trol, — These  three  alone  lead  life  to  sov 
ereign  power.  — Alfred  Tennyson . 


CENTRAL  PLANT  FOR  CHURCH 
WELFARE  PROGRAM 


(From  an  article  by  Henry  A.  Smith  in  Deseret  News) 

Ground  was  broken  this  morning  for 
construction  of  the  first  unit  of  a  central 
plant  for  the  Church  Welfare  Program  in 
which  it  is  estimated  will  eventually  be 
invested  a  half  million  dollars. 

This  general  committee  storehouse  pro¬ 
ject  also  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the 
Salt  Lake  Region  of  the  Church  Welfare 
Program  is  to  be  located  on  the  square 
block  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  West 
streets  and  Seventh  and  Eighth  South 
streets.  The  property  on  which  these 
buildings  will  be  located  comprises  eight 
acres  and  is  served  by  railroad  trackage, 
water,  sewage  and  a  good  highway. 

.  The  first  four  units  of  the  greater  pro¬ 
ject  will  total  an  expenditure  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $136,000,  plus  the  cost  of  the 
ground.  It  will  consist  of  an  administra¬ 
tion  building,  fronting  north  on  Seventh 
South  Street,  having  two  stories  and  a  full 
basement,  to  be  used  for  the  storing  of 
commodities,  the  establishment  of  a  work 
center  and  as  a  distributing  and  receiving 
supply  base  for  all  commodities  handled 
by  the  Church  Welfare  Program;  a  mod¬ 
ern  canning  plant  building  with  sufficient 
capacity  to  can  and  store  all  of  the  fruits 
and  vegetables  received  and  used  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Region;  a  potation  pit  and  root 
cellar  with  a  capacity  for  storing  50  rail¬ 
road  carloads  of  these  commodities,  and  a 
modern  heating  plant  as  a  separate  unit 
with  provision  of  enlarging  as  the  program 
expands. 

The  future  undertakings  on  this  build¬ 
ing  project  on  the  eight-acre  tract  will  in¬ 
clude  a  refrigeration  plant,  enlargement  of 
the  administration  building;  workshops, 
fruit  receiving  station,  a  wood  yard  and 
a  coal  yard. 

A  vast  amount  of  construction  material 
is  now  on  the  grounds.  This  was  sal¬ 
vaged  from  the  razing  of  a  number  of  large 
buildings  on  Regent  Street  as  a  part  of 
the  Welfare  Program.  Reporting  this 
work  Contractor  Ryberg  says: 


j  r  a  projecis  py  lhe  various 

ward  bishops  are  worthy  Latter-day  Saints  who  were, 
fmanciaHy  d^tressed  and  who  were  willing  to  join 
with  the  Church  m  its  attempt  to  re-develop  the  char- 
acter,  initiative,  and  courage  of  its  own  people. 

These  men  who  are  serving  on  this  project  are  not 
guaranteed  any  particular  sum  as  compensation  for 
beVond  the  assured  word  of  the  Church 
that  if  these  men,  through  their  own  efforts,  will  offer 
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lo  lhe  Church  in  good  faith  that  which  is  a  surplus 
with  them  (in  this  case  their  surplus  is  labor  since  they 
cannot  find  private  employment)  lhe  Church  will,  in 
turn,  assure  them  against  distress. 

Of  the  money  expended  in  the  new 
project,  a  considerable  amount  will  be 
represented  in  skilled  and  unskilled  labor. 
It  is  intended,  Mr.  Ryberg's  report  pointed 
out,  that  all  of  this  labor,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  or  three  men  engaged  in  su¬ 
pervisory  capacity  during  the  construction, 
will  be  recruited  through  the  various  ward 
bishops,  exactly  upon  the  same  basis  as 
has  been  done  on  the  Regent  Street  razing 
project. 


YOUTH  OF  CHURCH  IN  CONFERENCE 
AND  JUBILEE 


June  10,  11,  12  marked  the  general 
conference  of  the  Young  Men's  and  Young 
Women’s  Mutual  Improvement  and  Pri¬ 
mary  Associations  of  the  Church. 

From  the  United  States,  Canada,  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Hawaiian  Islands  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Church  came  together  for  dem¬ 
onstration  of  accomplishments  and  for  in¬ 
spiration  to  carry  on  to  still  greater  achieve¬ 
ment. 

The  6,000  or  7,000  leaders  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  these  conferences  represent  a  Pri¬ 
mary  organization  of  115,000  children 
and  teachers  and  141,000  young  men  and 
young  women  of  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Associations. 

Besides  the  regular  conference  sessions 
devoted  to  instruction,  the  conduct  of 
business  and  matters  of  organization,  there 
was  mass  participation  in  dance  and  music 
festivals. 

In  addition  to  the  General  Authorities 
of  the  Church  and  the  General  Boards  of 
the  three  auxiliaries,  eminent  guest  artists 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  confer¬ 
ences.  Augustus  D.  Zanzig  of  New  York, 
National  Recreation  Association  Director 
of  Music,  conducted  the  singing  in  the 
music  festival.  Myrtle  Leonard,  contralto, 
formerly  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Com¬ 
pany  added  much  to  the  music  of  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Dr.  Jean  Betzner  of  Teachers'  Col¬ 
lege,  Columbia  University,  addressed  the 
Primary  leaders  on  matters  pertaining  to 
child  life  and  child  culture. 

Running  concurrently  with  these  auxil¬ 
iary  conferences  was  the  Silver  Jubilee  of 
Boy  Scouting  in  the  Church.  From  Utah 


and  neighboring  states,  Boy  Scouts  assem¬ 
bled  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  commemoration 
of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  Scout¬ 
ing  in  the  Church.  Dr.  Ray  O.  Wyland 
of  New  York  City,  Educational  Director 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  was  in  at¬ 
tendance  and  took  active  part  in  the  Silver 
Jubilee.  25  years  ago  a  charter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Church  from  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America — the  first  time  such  a  charter 
was  ever  given  to  any  church.  There  are 
now  approximately  35,000  Mormon  Boy 
Scouts. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  conscious  of  the  need  of  an 
active  and  intensive  youth  program  and 
much  effort  is  being  exerted  to  guide  boys 
and  girls,  young  men  and  young  women 
toward  the  goal  of  reverent,  strong  and 
useful  maturity. 


M.  I.  A.  ADOPTS  RESOLUTION  AGAINST 
TOBACCO  AND  LIQUOR 


Three  thousand  delegates  at  Annual 
Conference,  June  10  to  12,  representing 
141,000  young  men  and  young  women 
of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations, 
enthusiastically  adopted  a  resolution 
against  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  and 
tobacco.  The  resolution  which  is  in  full 
accord  with  the  teachings  of  the  Church 
for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  with 
the  almost  constant  exortations  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Heber  J.  Grant,  was  adopted  and  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  pledge  by  a  unanimous  standing 
vote  of  the  conference.  These  great  youth 
organizations  thus  set  themselves  solidly 
behind  the  campaign  being  relentlessly 
waged  by  the  Church  against  the  tobacco 
and  liquor  evils  which  are  undermining 
the  manhood  and  womanhood  of  our 
land.  The  resolution  as  adopted: 

Grateful  to  the  generation  that  is  past  and  to  older 
members  of  the  Church  for  lhe  splendid  tradition  of  so¬ 
briety  they  have  created,  of  which  the  world  is  now 
taking  note, 

Appreciative  of  lhe  tireless  efforts  of  President  Grant 
and  his  associates,  the  General  Authorities,  in  teaching 
us  to  obey  this  word  of  the  Lord  and  of  their  present 
call  on  the  Priesthood  and  auxiliaries  to  bring  about 
among  us  the  non-use  of  alcohol  and  tobacco, 

We  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Mutual  Improve 
ment  Associations  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  in  annual  conference  assembled,  con¬ 
sider  it  a  privilege  and  a  duty  to  declare  our  feelings 
and  our  intentions  in  this  serious  matter, 

We  believe  that  the  alluring  advertisements  of  to¬ 
bacco,  in  many  cases  amounting  to  moral  if  not  legal 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  47 
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to  the  Church  in  good  faith  that  which  is  a  surplus 
with  them  (in  this  case  their  surplus  is  labor  since  they 
cannot  find  private  employment)  the  Church  will,  in 
turn,  assure  them  against  distress. 

Of  the  money  expended  in  the  new 
project,  a  considerable  amount  will  be 
represented  in  skilled  and  unskilled  labor. 
It  is  intended,  Mr.  Ryberg’s  report  pointed 
out,  that  all  of  this  labor,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  or  three  men  engaged  in  su¬ 
pervisory  capacity  during  the  construction, 
will  be  recruited  through  the  various  ward 
bishops,  exactly  upon  the  same  basis  as 
has  been  done  on  the  Regent  Street  razing 
project. 


YOUTH  OF  CHURCH  IN  CONFERENCE 
AND  JUBILEE 


June  10,  11,  12  marked  the  general 
conference  of  the  Young  Men’s  and  Young 
Women’s  Mutual  Improvement  and  Pri¬ 
mary  Associations  of  the  Church. 

From  the  United  States,  Canada,  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Hawaiian  Islands  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Church  came  together  for  dem¬ 
onstration  of  accomplishments  and  for  in¬ 
spiration  to  carry  on  to  still  greater  achieve¬ 
ment. 

The  6,000  or  7,000  leaders  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  these  conferences  represent  a  Pri¬ 
mary  organization  of  115,000  children 
and  teachers  and  141,000  young  men  and 
young  women  of  the  Mutual  Improvement 
Associations. 

Besides  the  regular  conference  sessions 
devoted  to  instruction,  the  conduct  of 
business  and  matters  of  organization,  there 
was  mass  participation  in  dance  and  music 
festivals. 

In  addition  to  the  General  Authorities 
of  the  Church  and  the  General  Boards  of 
the  three  auxiliaries,  eminent  guest  artists 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  confer¬ 
ences.  Augustus  D.  Zanzig  of  New  York, 
National  Recreation  Association  Director 
of  Music,  conducted  the  singing  in  the 
music  festival.  Myrtle  Leonard,  contralto, 
formerly  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Com¬ 
pany  added  much  to  the  music  of  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Dr.  Jean  Betzner  of  Teachers’  Col¬ 
lege,  Columbia  University,  addressed  the 
Primary  leaders  on  matters  pertaining  to 
child  life  and  child  culture. 

Running  concurrently  with  these  auxil¬ 
iary  conferences  was  the  Silver  Jubilee  of 
Boy  Scouting  in  the  Church.  From  Utah 


and  neighboring  states,  Boy  Scouts  assem¬ 
bled  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  commemoration 
of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  Scout¬ 
ing  in  the  Church.  Dr.  Ray  O.  Wyland 
of  New  York  City,  Educational  Director 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  was  in  at¬ 
tendance  and  took  active  part  in  the  Silver 
Jubilee.  25  years  ago  a  charter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Church  from  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America — the  first  time  such  a  charter 
was  ever  given  to  any  church.  There  are 
now  approximately  35,000  Mormon  Boy 
Scouts. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  conscious  of  the  need  of  an 
active  and  intensive  youth  program  and 
much  effort  is  being  exerted  to  guide  boys 
and  girls,  young  men  and  young  women 
toward  the  goal  of  reverent,  strong  and 
useful  maturity. 


M.  I.  A.  ADOPTS  RESOLUTION  AGAINST 
TOBACCO  AND  LIQUOR 


Three  thousand  delegates  at  Annual 
Conference,  June  10  to  12,  representing 
141,000  young  men  and  young  women 
of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations, 
enthusiastically  adopted  a  resolution 
against  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  and 
tobacco.  The  resolution  which  is  in  full 
accord  with  the  teachings  of  the  Church 
for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  with 
the  almost  constant  exortations  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Heber  J.  Grant,  was  adopted  and  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  pledge  by  a  unanimous  standing 
vote  of  the  conference.  These  great  youth 
organizations  thus  set  themselves  solidly 
behind  the  campaign  being  relentlessly 
waged  by  the  Church  against  the  tobacco 
and  liquor  evils  which  are  undermining 
the  manhood  and  womanhood  of  our 
land.  The  resolution  as  adopted: 

Grateful  to  the  generation  that  is  past  and  to  older 
members  of  the  Church  for  the  splendid  tradition  of  so¬ 
briety  they  have  created,  of  which  the  world  is  now 
taking  note, 

Appreciative  of  the  tireless  efforts  of  President  Grant 
and  his  associates,  the  General  Authorities,  in  teaching 
us  to  obey  this  word  of  the  Lord  and  of  their  present 
call  on  the  Priesthood  and  auxiliaries  to  bring  about 
among  us  the  non-use  of  alcohol  and  tobacco, 

We  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Mutual  Improve 
ment  Associations  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  in  annual  conference  assembled,  con¬ 
sider  it  a  privilege  and  a  duty  to  declare  our  feelings 
and  our  intentions  in  this  serious  matter, 

We  believe  that  the  alluring  advertisements  of  to¬ 
bacco,  in  many  cases  amounting  to  moral  if  not  legaL 
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missionaries-  were  able  to  enjoy  a  very  spirited  Gospel 
conversation.  Mrs.  Braxwell  expressed  the  thankfulness 
that  she  has  in  heart  for  the  good  work  that  Primaries 
are  doing  in  teaching  her  son  how  to  pray  and  show 
reverance  unto  his  Father  in  Heaven.  Constant  visits  of 
Sister  Litster  and  Sister  Smart  have  enabled  her,  through 
diligent  study,  to  obtain  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  she  has  presented  herself  for  baptism. 
She  will  be  a  member  in  the  near  future  and  we  pray 
the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  attend  her  in 
all  her  righteous  endeavors. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  Brother  D.  R. 
Parson  and  family  who  suffered  a  loss  in  the  death 
of  Sister  Lillian  Lenore  Wixmon  Parson,  May  7.  Sister 
Parson  served  as  Relief  Society  president  of  the  San 
Antonio  Branch  for  the  past  several  years.  Success  has 
crowned  her  efforts,  and  she  was  loved  for  her  out¬ 
standing  leadreship  by  all  the  sisters  with  whom  she 
labored. 

We  extend  the  same  sympathy  to  Brother  Elbert  Moore 
and  family  who  have  lost  Sister  Sadie  Agnes  Borsage 
Moore.  She  passed  away  May  22.  Sister  Moore  was 
also  an  outstanding  Relief  Society  worker. 

We  pray  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  will  comfort  the 
hearts  of  the  sorrowing  ones,  that  they  may  find  solace 
and  peace  in  their  hour  of  bereavement. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  H.  Marchanl, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

After  due  deliberation,  President  Christiansen  saw 
fit  to  divide  the  state  of  Louisiana,  which  had  been 
previously  one  district,  into  two  districts.  The  northern 
part  of  the  state  was  named  North  Louisiana  District, 
and  the  southern  part  South  Louisiana  District.  Elder 
Charles  H.  Marchanl  was  named  president  of  the  North 
District,  and  Elder  Gearld  Neal  took  the  presidency  of 
the  southern  one. 

It  has  been  our  privilege  to  have  our  mission  presi¬ 
dent  with  us  recently.  Conference  was  held  in  the 
City  Hall  of  Alexandria,  and  while  the  attendance  was 
small,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  prevalent,  giving 
those  present  a  real  spiritual  feast.  President  and  Sis¬ 
ter  Christiansen  as  well  as  the  missionaries  bore  strong 
testimonies  of  the  Gospel.  We  enjoyed  very  much  the 
missionary  meeting  and  went  away  with  a  stronger 
determination  to  do  right. 

Elders  Charles  H.  Marchant  and  Gail  P.  Hendricksen 
report  the  following  experience:  "During  our  regular 
visits  to  the  charity  hospital  in  Shreveport,  we  were 
asked  to  administer  to  a  girl  who  had  been  interested 
in  the  Gospel.  She  had  a  leg  infection  and  the  doc¬ 
tors  told  her  it  would  be  a  month  before  she  could 
return  home.  When  we  called  to  see  her  four  days 
later  she  told  us  her  leg  had  improved  so  much  that 
she  could  go  home  the  next  day.  ' 

Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and  Donald  Bailey  have  been 
successful  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  in  Alexandria 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 


On  May  8,  Melvin  Jean  Clarke  was  baptized  by 
Elder  J.  Roger  Hanson  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Hugh 
T.  Stanford. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Ask  and  ye  shall  receive  ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you.  This  glorious  promise  is  made  not 
alone  to  the  few  that  have  embraced  the  Gospel,  but 
unto  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God. 

Sisters  Carma  Clawson  and  Hazel  Ferrell  relate  the 
following  experience:  For  some  time  they  have  been 
making  calls  to  the  home  of  a  young  couple  here  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  through  the  young  lady,  her  mother 
has  become  acquainted  with  some  of  our  teachings,  but 
the  mother  would  have  none  of  Mormonism.  Recenlty 
she  asked  the  missionaries  for  a  Book  of  Mormon.  She 
says  she  always  prayed  over  a  question  that  arose,  and 
at  this  time  had  a  desire  to  know  something  about 
the  spirits  of  men  after  death  ;  so  she  prayed  about 
it,  and  felt  impelled  to  obtain  a  Book  of  Mor**on. 

Elders  Olaus  Johnson  and  Alfred  Bush  report  that 
they  went  to  hold  a  street  meeiing  in  the  Lee  Circle  in 
New  Orleans  where  there  were  a  number  of  people 
gathered.  The  Elders  felt  their  need  of  divine  help  and 
stepped  aside  to  offer  up  their  petitions.  They  asked 
that  some  one  might  stop  and  inquire  of  their  message. 
They  held  a  fine  meeting  and  when  they  had  finished 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  talking  for  some  time  to 
two  of  three  men  concerning  the  doctrines  of  Mor¬ 
monism. 

We  welcome  info  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the 
waters  of  baptism  Eva  Mae  Newell,  who  was  baptized 
by  Elder  Olaus  Johnson. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

Newton  A.  Ficklin-From  Gonzales,  La.,  to  S.  Texas. 
Wanda  Clark -From  Etna,  Wyo.,  to  South  Texas  District. 
Winafred  Lake  — From  Oakley,  Utah  to  South  Texas. 
Arden  J.  Wilcox  — From  Fairview,  Utah  to  N.  Louisiana. 

APPOINTMENT 

Oscar  T.  Tracy  — Mission  Genealogical  Supervisor,  re¬ 
placing  Elder  Z.  T.  Champlin,  released. 

TRANSFERS 

J.  Farrell  Shepherd -From  S.  Texas  to  N.  Texas. 
Victor  L.  Oleson-From  North  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
James  B.  Scollick-From  West  Texas  to  South  Texas. 

J.  M.  Clark -From  South  Texas  to  North  Louisiana. 

RELEASES 

J.  R.  Noyes  — Home,  Ephraim,  Utah. 

Alice  D.  Noyes -Home,  Ephraim,  Utah. 

Zachary  T.  Champlin -Home,  Logan,  Utah. 

Revo  Morrey  — Home,  Richfield,  Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 
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misrepresentation,  by  which  the  manufacturers  of  this 
damaging  narcotic  have  so  widely  extended  its  sale, 
is  a  conspiracy  against  our  most  precious  possession, 
youth. 

We  believe  that  the  alarming  increase  since  the  re¬ 
peal  of  prohibition  in  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages,  with  their  ancient  evils  of  disease,  poverty, 
crime  and  insanity  and  their  present  frightful  effect  on 
daily  traffic,  is  also  due  in  very  large  measure  to  the 
same  potent  influence,  advertising. 

We  believe  it  is  not  fair  for  the  sake  of  gain,  to  play 
upon  the  susceptibilities  of  youth  by  constantly  re¬ 
peated  enticements,  nor  to  make  boys  and  girls  feel 
that  they  will  live  happier  and  fuller  lives  if  they  use 
these  hurtful  things. 

Guided  by  the  above  statements  and  consistent  with 
the  tradition  of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations, 
we  declare  that  in  earnest  support  of  the  program  of 
the  Church  we  pledge  ourselves: 


THAT  WE  WILL  gladly  teach  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as 
a  divinely  revealed  law  of  health; 

THAT  WE  WILL  cheerfully  act  on  ward  or  stake  com¬ 
mittees  as  we  may  be  called,  or  work  under  their  di¬ 
rection  in  carrying  information  to  homes  and  in  making 
friendly  contact  with  individuals. 

AND  THAT  WE  WILL  strive  to  diminish  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  and  tobacco  by  doing  all  that  lies 
in  our  power  to  curb  the  false  and  persuasive  ad¬ 
vertising  of  these  poisonous  and  habit  forming  drugs, 
the  baleful  and  alluring  publicity  that  is  now  deluging 
the  country. 


“For  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all 
things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  in 
bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make 
the  captain  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  sufferings."  (Heb.  2:10.) 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block.  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah. 
CALIFORNIA  MISSION—' W.  Aird  Macdonald.  153  West  Adams  Street.  Los  Angeles  Calif. 

CANADIAN  MISSION — Abel  S.  Rich,  36  Ferndale  Avenue.  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  Woodruff.  302  South  Pleasant  Street.  Independence.  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— William  T.  Tew,  Jr..  1410  St.  James  Court,  Louisville,  Ky. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION— Frank  Evans.  155  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAIIAN  MISSION— W.  Frank  Bailey.  P.  O.  Box  322S.  Honolulu.  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION— Harold  W.  Pratt.  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651.  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico.  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Brvant  S.  Hinckley.  2555  North  Sawyer  Avenue.  Chicago.  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— David  A.  Broadbent.  32-10  Park  Avenue.  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION — Preston  Nibley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison.  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Merrill  D.  Clayson.  4S5  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION — Orlando  C.  Williams.  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd..  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller.  538  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 


WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Carl  H.  Wilcken, 
President. 

Come,  come,  ye  Saints,  'Tis  time  for  the  morning 
study  class  of  the  Mission  Home.  And  so  after  the 
class  had  been  going  on  for  about  25  minutes  the 
door  to  the  front  part  of  the  home  was  opened  and 
there  we  stood  gazing  upon  the  presence  of  one  of 
the  modern  apostles  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  whose 
sweet  and  peaceful  feeling  and  influence  was  present 
with  us  throughout  the  day.  Soon  a  photographer  and 
reporter  of  one  of  the  local  newspapers  visited  with 
Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  Pres.  Tew,  taking  notes  of 
those  points  which  would  be  of  interest  to  readers 
of  the  daily  press. 

In  the  afternoon  and  evening,  sessions  of  conference 
were  held  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hall  where  spiritual  food 


OFFICE  FORCE  OF  EAST  CENTRAL 
STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Monitor  C.  Noyce, 
Secretary:  Wm.  T.  Tew,  Jr..  Mission  President. 

Back  Row:  Virginia  Riches,  Recorder  and  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary;  Jennie  Tew.  Relief  Society; 
Chloe  Winger.  Commissarian  and  Primary  Su¬ 
pervisor. 

was  had  and  given  out  to  all.  Before  the  evening 
meeting  several  of  the  Elders  held  a  street  meeting  about 
4  blocks  from  the  hall  in  the  main  section  of  town, 
and  through  that  meeting  many  more  were  inspired  to 
attend  the  last  session  of  conference.  Speakers  at  the 
conferences  were,  Elder  Ballard,  Pres.  Tew,  Elders 


Noyce,  Stevens,  and  Wilcken.  These  three  Elders  are 
returning  to  their  homes  in  the  west  in  the  near  future. 
Music  was  furnished  at  the  conferences,  both  here  and 
in  the  other  districts  of  the  mission  by  Sisters  Virginia 
Riches  and  Naoma  Tew.  We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the 
splendid  spirit  of  cooperation  shown  by  these  sisters 
in  making  the  tour  of  the  mission  a  success. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -LeRoy  Waite,  President. 

The  twelve  missionaries  of  this  district,  on  the  13th 
of  May,  gathered  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Pomeroy 
in  Memphis.  This  fine  friend  from  whom  the  Elders 
had  been  renting  an  apartment  for  the  past  four 
months,  prepared  a  splendid  dinner  for  the  entire 
group.  The  missionaries  had  gathered  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  meetings  that  had  been  previously  planned. 
Besides  attending  a  large  schedule  of  conferences  and 
cottage  meetings,  in  which  a  concentrated  effort  was 
made  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  one  day  was  given  to 
an  elaborate  attraction  in  Memphis.  This  was  the 
annual  cotton  carnival  of  the  souih,  which  provided 
a  pleasing  mixture  of  both  work  and  play.  On  May 
17,  the  group  shared  their  big  privilege  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  district  when  they  were  visited  by  Pres. 
Tew  and  Elder  Ballard,  in  another  day  of  conference. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  inspirational  conferences  we 
have  ever  had  in  the  West  Tennessee  District. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT  :-E.  Jay  Whiling,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"It  is  written,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things 
which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him." 
This  was  quoted  and  the  promise  reiterated  by  Elder 
Ballard  during  conference  held  at  Kingsport,  May  20, 
as  he  exhorted  the  Latter-day  Saints  to  comply  with 
the  commandments  of  God,  keep  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
and  show  their  love  and  devotion  to  him  by  paying 
their  tithes.  The  payment  of  tithes  is  the  best  means 
we  have  of  showing  our  appreciation  and  love  to  God. 

President  Tew  and  his  wife  also  gave  us  some  very 
fine  instructions  and  we  were  very  happy  to  have  them 
and  the  two  visiting  lady  missionaries,  Virginia  Riches 
and  Naoma  Tew,  with  us.  The  finest  hall  in  Kingsport 
was  had  for  the  conference.  The  people  here  have 
become  conscious  of  the  Mormons,  and  that  they  have 
come  to  stay. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT:  -  Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

To  the  Latter-day  Saints,  work  and  eternal  progress 
is  very  life  itself.  Elder  Ballard  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  has  admirably  and  emphatically  summed  it  up. 
"today  is  the  day  of  demonstration."  If  we  will  dj 
our  part  in  the  world,  our  brethren  will  want  to  come 
and  partake  of  the  precious  fruits  that  come  through 
being  obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  Master. 

We  wish  to  congratulale  the  following  upon  entering 
into  the  sheep-fold  of  the  Master:  Sisters  Sarah  Francis 
Hiatt,  Hazel  Elizabeth  Hiatt,  William  Clyde  Hiatt,  and 
Calvin  Columbus  Hiatt. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-J.  Robert  Bus- 
well,  President. 
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In  this  disiricl  27  newspaper  articles  were  devoted 
to  the  "Mormons"  during  the  month  of  May.  Five 
pictures  have  been  printed  and  three  full  length  ser¬ 
mons  spread  before  the  public  eye.  Probably  one 
and  one-half  million  people  have  read  articles  put 
out  by  this  district  during  the  month. 

Everyone  was  impressed  by  the  visit  of  Elder  Ballard. 
Two  radio  stations  gave  announcements  a  week  prior 
to  his  visit.  At  Wilson  radio  station,  opportunity  was 
given  to  explain  the  Church  Security  Plan  the  Sunday 
before  the  Goldsboro  Conference,  and  Kinston  pro¬ 
vided  the  opportunity  for  Elder  Ballard  to  speak 
fifteen  minutes  on  this  plan. 

A  total  of  1,150  people  attended  the  conferences  held 
in  this  district.  The  district  has  nearly  2,000  members 
of  the  Church,  centered  in  and  near  Goldsboro  and 
Wilmington;  therefore,  plans  are  developing  to  build 
beautiful  chapels  at  these  centers.  Then  watch  us 
grow. 

It  is  a  joy  to  realize  that  we  have  leaders  of  high 
caliber,  leaders  who  are  at  a  unity  of  the  faith.  In 
view  of  this  large  amount  of  favorable  publicity  do 
we  stand  the  test  of  close  inspection?  We  in  the 
mission  must  be  ready  when  we  are  viewed  by  those 
who  are  searching  and  comparing.  Out  here  on  the 
f~on t  we  are  judged  as  samples  of  what  we  represent. 
Can  we  stand  the  test? 

During  Maylime  we  have  baptized  twelve  persons 
into  the  Church. 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  Coy  Miles,  President. 

Between  the  thirty  days  ending  and  the  thirty  days 
begining  we  pause  to  write  comment  on  the  events  and, 
affairs  of  this  district.  The  first  score  days  of  the 
month  ending  passed  rapidly  away  with  the  usual 
course  of  missionary  activities.  But  the  26th  day  of 
May  was  an  interesting  one,  for  on  that  day  the  Nor¬ 
folk  Branch  had  for  the  first  time  the  privilege  of  hav¬ 
ing  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord  visit  them.  The  following 
day  we  held  a  missionary  meeting  at  Richmond.  Here 
we  received  invaluable  instruction  of  how  to  be  more 
alert  and  zealous  as  messengers  of  the  Most  High  God. 
That  evening  we  held  a  session  of  conference  in  one* 
of  the  Richmond  City  Schools.  Approximately  250 
amended  this  spiritual  feast. 

The  following  Sunday  three  enfered  info  fhe  fold 
of  the  good  Shepherd,  and  we  congratulate  Sisters 
Maggie  May  Powell  and  Evelyn  Ray  Kitchen  and 
Brother  Dana  Kenmore  Lawrence,  who  were  baptized 
by  Elder  Eldin  Ricks. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT :-G.  Worth  Bench,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  visit  with  us  for  three 
sessions  of  conference  on  May  29  at  Roanoke.  He  re¬ 
lated  many  of  his  personal  experiences  and  observa¬ 
tions  while  in  Central  and  South  America,  along  with 
the  archaeological  and  scientific  findings  pointing  to  • 
the  authenticity  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The  local 
newspaper,  the  "Roanoke  Times,"  quoted  several  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  speeches  and  gave  a  very  friendly 
write-up.  Following  the  last  session  of  conference  tho 
missionaries  were  assigned  to  their  summer  work. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT:  -  Donald  G.  Lee, 
President. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  the  elders 
of  the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing 
him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  the  prayer 
of  the  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall 
raise  him  up."  — James  4:14,  15.  This  promise  has 

been  fulfilled  in  this  district.  Elders  Allan  G.  Woolley 
and  Glen  J.  Judd  while  on  their  way  to  Fairmont  to 
attend  conference,  stopped  at  the  Hopemont  T.  B. 
Sanitarium  to  visit  a  member  who  has  been  there  fox' 
several  months.  To  the  Elders  she  related  the  following 
story.  "A  month  ago  when  the  doctors  gave  me  my 
examination  the  first  picture  looked  like  a  shadow  was 
on  the  lung.  To  make  sure,  five  different  X-ray  pic-< 
tures  were  taken.  To  the  astonishment  of  the  doctors 
all  showed  the  lung  healed."  The  credit  has  been 


given  to  the  Lord  for  this  healing.  She  asks  the 
Elders  to  anoint  her  at  each  visit.  We  feel  sure  she  will 
soon  be  out  of  the  hospital  and  able  to  return  home. 

Every  one  enjoyed  the  addresses  given  by  Elder 
Ballard  and  Pres.  Tew  at  New  Martinsville  May  31. 
We  wish  to  join  with  the  rest  in  thanking  them  for 
the  wonderful  instructions  given  to  us  missionaries. 
While  there  we  received  our  insrtuctions  for  summer 
work. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT:  -  Delbert  K. 
Schiess,  President. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  had  some  very 
interesting  experiences,  one  of  which  is  reported  by 
Sisters  Agnes  Bennett  and  Irene  Nielsen  of  Bluefield. 
They  have  been  working  very  faithfully  with  a  family 
of  investigators  during  the  winter  months.  A  short 
time  ago  the  lady  stated  that  they  believe  the  Gospel 
to  be  true  and  plan  to  join  the  Church.  They  have 
a  son  18  years  of  age  who  has  lived  a  very  clean 
life.  He  states  that  he  would  be  willing  to  die  for 
the  "Mormon"  Church  and  that  we  can  depend  on 
him  to  help  spread  the  Gospel. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Wayne  G.  Olson, 
President. 

Climaxing  the  winter's  work  the  Elders  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  held  a  conference  at  Ashland  on  June  1  with 
Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  Pres,  and  Sister  Tew. 
A  special  Priesthood  class  was  held  in  the  afternoon 
in  which  the  missionaries  received  many  helpful  in¬ 
structions  in  regard  to  making  contacts  with  strangers. 
In  the  evening  the  hall  was  filled  to  capacity  to  hear 
the  message  of  truth  delivered  by  the  visiting  brethren. 
A  good  spirit  of  peace  prevailed  throughout  both 
meetings. 

Summer  work  is  now  in  progress  with  Elders  Grant 
P.  Grandy  and  Norris  M.  Neville  in  Martin  and  Floyd 
counties;  Elders  Gerald  M.  Wilkinson  and  R.  Alfred 
Burton  in  Harlan  county;  Wayne  G.  Olson  and  V. 
Wayne  Mumford  in  Greenup  county.  Several  school 
houses  in  each  of  these  localities  have  been  secured 
for  holding  meetings.  Besides  many  opportunities  for 
street  and  cottage  meetings  all  of  which  should  make 
this  summer  an  outstanding  one  in  this  district. 

OFFICE.- 

Elder  Bassett  T.  Wright  who  just  completed  the  good¬ 
will  tour  of  the  mission  with  the  "Friendly  Quartet" 
is  now  touring  the  mission  as  mission  representative,  in 
cooperation  with  the  branches  and  districts  in  setting 
up  a  more  nearly  complete  system  in  business  methods 
and  accounting.  He  will  also  be  engaged  in  Mutual 
Improvement  activities  and  district  and  branch  confer¬ 
ences.  He  expects  to  visit  nearly  all  of  the  branches 
and  Sunday  Schools. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
David  L.  Madsen -From  Riverton,  Utah,  to  East  Tenn. 
James  L.  Jex  — From  Provo,  Ufa h,  fo  Virginia  West. 
Norris  M.  Neville  — From  Ogden,  Utah,  to  E.  Kentucky. 
Rula  Jane  Brinton  — From  Mesa,  Arizona  to  Office. 
Lavonne  Nance  — From  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  to  W.  Va.  South. 
Winnifred  L.  McDonald  —  From  Midvale,  U.,  to  E.  Tenn. 
Allen  Fortner  — From  Chapmansville,  W.  Va.,  to  North 
Carolina  East. 

TRANSFERS 

Ralph  Shields -From  East  Tennessee,  to  North  Car.  East 
W.  D.  Francom  — From  East  Kentucky  to  W.  Virginia  S. 
Kenneth  L.  Unsworth -From  Virginia  W.,  to  Kentucky  W. 
Morris  H.  Anderson -From  Quartet  Participation  to 
North  Carolina  East. 

Leon  Phelps -From  Quartet  Participation  to  Virginia  W. 
R.  Lamont  Stevens  — From  Quartet  Participation  to  Office. 
Delbert  K.  Schiess -From  Ass't  Publicity  Director  to 
West  Virginia  South. 

Frank  L.  Walker -From  N.  Carolina  East  to  N.  Car.  West. 
Bernice  Fowles-From  East  Tenn.,  to  N.  Carolina  East. 
Edna  Alvey  — From  North  Carolina  West  to  Office. 

Irene  Nielsen  — From  W.  Va.  South  to  N.  Carolina  West. 
Sherman  H.  Dangerfield-From  Virginia  W.,  to  Office. 
Delmer  E.  Simpson  — From  East  Kentucky  to  Office. 
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APPOINTMENTS 

Delbert  K.  Schiess  —  Dist.  Pres,  of  W.  Virginia  South. 
Frank  L.  Walker -Dist.  Pres,  of  North  Carolina  East. 
Orval  Mecham- District  Pres,  of  West  Kentucky. 
Sherman  H.  Dangerfield  — Mission  Secretary. 

Delmer  E.  Simpson  — Bookkeeper. 

RELEASES 

R.  Lamont  Stevens  — From  Office  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Howard  W.  Barben-From  North  Carolina  West -Home, 
Midvale,  Utah. 

Byron  C.  Millet  — From  W.  Va.  South  — Home,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

Morris  H.  Anderson -From  North  Carolina  East -Home, 
Moroni,  Utah. 

Edith  Brooksby-From  North  Carolina  East -Home,  Fre- 
donia,  Arizona. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Elder  Preston  C.  Affleck  left  a  few  days  ago  to  under¬ 
go  an  appendicitis  operation  in  the  L.  D.  S.  Hospital 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

MONITOR  C.  NOYCE,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 


BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT  :-C.  Delbert  Heinex,  President, 
1413  Market  Sf.,  Altoona,  Pa. 

During  the  past  month  district  conference  has  been 
held  in  the  Altoona  and  Harrisburg  branches.  Both 
sessions  were  very  inspiring. 

The  Altoona  missionaries  have  been  giving  speeches 
and  slide  lectures  to  some  of  the  church  organizations 
of  the  community.  Through  this  avenue  we  have  been 
able  to  distribute  a  number  of  tracts  and  sell  several 
copies  oi  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We  feel  it  is  through 
the  illustrated  lectures  that  many  of  our  investigators 
have  become  interested  in  the  Gospel. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elders  Burtenshaw  and  Riggs 
a  pageant  depicting  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  was 
presented  at  a  night  service. 

Brother  Richard  Jones  of  Harrisburg,  who  has  been 
set  apart  as  a  part  time  missionary,  has  been  assisting 
the  missionaries  in  holding  cottage  meetings.  We  have 
many  friends  and  investigators  who  are  studying  our 
literature  including  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Recently  the  following  were  baptized  into  the  Church: 
Earl  Sandrus,  Grace  Wherley,  Adelaide  Sandras,  Clyde 
Levan,  William  Wherley.  We  welcome  these  fine  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  Church  and  pray  that  their  obedience  to 
the  Gospel  will  result  in  lasting  joy  to  them. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT: -Austin  M.  Hammond,  President, 
33  Grover  St.,  Auburn,  New  York. 

"And  behold,  I  tell  you  these  things  that  ye  may 
learn  wisdom;  that  ye  may  learn  that  when  ye  are  in 
the  service  of  your  fellow  beings  ye  are  only  in  the 
service  of  your  God." 

The  Oneida  District  missionaries  have  indeed  found 
the  words  of  King  Benjamin  to  be  true.  We  are  thrilled 
with  the  opportunities  for  service  that  are  ours.  Con¬ 
tacting  the  Saints  who  are  away  from  an  organized 
branch  strengthens  the  Elders'  testimonies  and  those 
of  the  Saints  as  well.  This  was  the  experience  of  Elder 
Wilson  who  recently  visited  for  the  first  time,  members 
in  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  who  had  moved  to  the  Eastern  States 
Mission  from  Cedar  City,  Utah.  For  the  past  three 
years  they  have  been  away  from  any  organized  branch 
of  the  Church,  but  instead  of  losing  faith,  they  said, 
"Our  testimonies  are  stronger  for  the  truthfulness  and 
divinity  of  Mormonism."  They  are  living  the  Gospel 
and  doing  some  very  good  missionary  work  for  the 
Church  by  their  example  as  well  as  by  talking  it. 

Sisters  Peterson  and  Peery  have  been  doing  very  good 
work,  especially  with  their  Primaries,  contacting  the 
mothers  of  the  children  who  come  out  and  getting 


better  acquainted  with  all  concerned.  Their  work  has 
been  meritorious  in  every  way  and  it  is  with  regret 
that  we  say  good-bye  to  them.  As  we  say  good-bye 
to  them  we  say  hello  to  Sisters  Lloyd  and  Rasmussen 
and  gladly  welcome  them  to  the  Oneida  District  where 
Sister  Rasmussen  will  get  initiated  into  missionary  work 
and  Sister  Lloyd  will  continue  the  splendid  work  that 
she  has  been  doing  in  Scranton,  Pa. 

We  are  proud  of  our  Relief  Society  here  at  Auburn, 
and  the  fine  work  that  they  are  doing.  Their  "Sunshine 
Box,'  as  they  call  it,  has  really  spread  sunshine  and 
cheer  among  many  worthy  people.  Non-members  as 
well  as  members  have  enjoyed  its  blessings.  Recently, 


MISSIONARIES  OF  TIIE  BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 
Deft  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Thomas  Riggs.  Ruth 

Whitehead,  Ruth  Lyon,  Arthur  McKell. 

Back  Row:  District  President  Delbert  Heiner, 

Claude  Burtenshaw. 

"sunshine"  in  the  way  of  a  picnic  supper,  sponsored 
by  the  Relief  Society,  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  number 
of  members  and  friends.  The  only  complaint  regis¬ 
tered  was,  "Too  much  to  eat." 

Our  conjoint  meetings  held  the  first  Sunday  of  each 
month  have  met  with  great  success  and  at  our  last 
meeting  39  people  were  present.  These  meetings  are 
conducted  by  the  missionaries,  but  given  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  themselves,  and  they  deserve  praise  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  they  have  achieved. 

On  June  5,  at  a  short  but  impressive  service.  Miss 
Betty  Jane  Jeffery  was  baptized  by  Elder  Paul  Wilson. 

She  is  the  first  of  her  family  to  join  the  Church  and 
is  to  be  commended  for  her  fine  courage  and  spirit. 
We  heartily  welcome  her  into  the  Church  and  know 
that  by  her  obedience  to  the  principles  that  she  has 
embraced  will  come  everlasting  joy  to  herself. 

Our  district  personnel  is  now  composed  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  missionaries:  Elders  Austin  Hammond,  Paul  Wil¬ 
son,  Brent  Richards,  and  Fred  Mason,  Sisters  Etheleen 
Lloyd  and  Genevieve  Rasmussen. 

We  thank  God  for  the  many  blessings  that  we  have 
been  privileged  to  enjoy  and  hope  and  pray  that  we 
will  always  be  found  serving  him  faithfully  in  this 
great  and  glorious  work. 

EAST  PENN  DISTRICT :- Horace  J.  Gunn,  President, 
23  West  6th,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

On  March  17  an  enjoyable  social  was  held  in  Pleasant- 
ville,  New  Jersey,  under  the  direction  of  Elders  Thomas 
K.  Broadbent  and  Willis  F.  Palmer.  Investigators  and 
members  presented  an  interesting  program  and  joined 
together  to  play  some  well  organized  games. 

It  has  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  with  us  our 
mission  president,  his  wife,  and  part  of  the  office 
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force.  They  attended  our  district  conference  which  was 
held  in  Allentown  and  Pleasantville.  A  special  mis¬ 
sionary  meeting  was  held  at  which  time  each  mission¬ 
ary  made  a  report  of  his  activities.  President  Evans 
led  in  a  very  stimulating  discussion.  As  a  result  of 
these  meetings  we  are  going  forth  with  a  new  zeal  and 
a  desire  to  increase  our  efforts  in  this  great  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  Dedicatory  services  for  our 
newly  completed  chapel  in  Philadelphia  were  held 
May  22.  President  Heber  J.  Grant  offered  the  prayer 
and  spoke  to  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience.  It 
was  reported  that  better  than  450  people  were  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Our  two  lady  missionaries  have  moved  to  Reading 
where  they  have  organized  a  Relief  Society  and  are 
planning  to  start  a  Primary. 

Elders  Horace  J.  Gunn  and  E.  Leon  Elmer  who  have 
been  in  Wilmington  have  moved  to  Lansdale,  Pa. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  wish  to  extend  their 
thanks  and  appreciation  ot  the  members  of  the  Taber¬ 
nacle  Choir.  Many  hearts  are  softened  and  homes  are 
opened  to  the  missionaries  as  a  result  of  their  splendid 
programs.  One  woman  said  that  she  did  not  own  a 
radio,  but  when  the  choir  broadcast  commenced  the 
lady  in  the  adjoining  apartment  would  tap  on  tho 
wall,  and  she  would  go  in  and  listen  to  the  program. 

ALBANY  DISTRICT: -Lawrence  M.  Broadhead,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  562,  AuSable  Forks,  New  York. 

"How  long  can  rolling  waters  remain  impure?  What 
power  shall  stay  the  heavens?  As  well  might  man 
stretch  forth  his  puny  arm  to  stop  the  Missouri  river 
in  its  decreed  course,  or  to  turn  it  upstream,  as  to 
hinder  the  Almighty  from  pouring  down  knowledge 
from  heaven  upon  the  heads  of  the  Latter-day  Saints." 
D.  &  C.  121:33. 

And  so  the  work  of  the  Lord  moves  forward  as  was 
predicted  by  Daniel  of  old. 

Conference  sessions  held  on  April  22,  23  and  24  in 
Jay,  Crown  Point  and  Albany  were  well  attended  and 
enjoyed  by  the  Saints  and  investigators  of  the  Albany 
District.  President  and  Sister  Evans  and  members 
of  the  office  staff  were  in  attendance. 

Elder  Lawrence  M.  Broadhead  has  been  appointed  to 
take  the  place  of  President  Adair  who  returned  to  hia 
home  in  Arizona  some  time  ago.  Since  Elder  Broad- 
head’s  arrival  in  the  district,  he  has  been  busy  visiting 
the  branches  and  other  parts  of  the  district  in  an  effort 
to  become  better  acquainted  with  members,  investi¬ 
gators  and  conditions  here. 

"And  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations;  and 
then  shall  the  end  come."  These  words  were  given 
to  us  by  the  Savior  while  he  was  here  upon  the  earth. 
His  Gospel  is  being  spread  today  at  a  greater  rate 
of  speed  than  ever  before. 

Through  the  means  of  the  radio.  Elders  Ezra  Enwood 
Thompson  and  Raymond  L.  Sudweeks  are  meeting  with 
gratifying  success.  They  are  now  broadcasting  at  2:15 
every  Wednesday  over  station  WMFF  in  Plattsburg, 
N.  Y.  They  also  report  continued  success  at  the  Sun¬ 
day  meetings  at  the  Little  White  Church  in  Crown 
Point. 

We  missionaries  have  been  working  on  a  baptismal 
service  to  be  held  some  time  this  summer  at  West 
Port,  N.  Y.,  in  Lake  Champlain.  No  definite  date  as 
yet  has  been  arranged. 

Sisters  Marie  Larson  and  Betty  Mae  Kotter,  who  have 
been  laboring  in  Schenectady  and  vicinity,  report 
progress  in  their  work. 

We  wish  to  report  that  the  Singing  Mothers  are  doing 
very  nicely  with  the  songs  for  the  Palmyra  Conference 
and  we  are  sure  that  the  Albany  District  will  have  its 
quota  of  Singing  Mothers  present. 


You  can  fool  all  the  people  some  of 
the  time,  and  you  can  fool  some  of  the 
people  all  of  the  time,  but  you  can  never 
fool  God. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 


OFFICE  -  Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  Secretory,  S.E.  30th 
and  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 

From  beginning  to  end,  the  month  of  May  has  been 
a  source  of  spiritual  growth  and  inspiration  to  those 
of  us  who  work  in  the  office. 

On  May  1st,  with  President  Nibley  and  family,  we 
traveled  to  The  Dalles  to  visit  the  missionaries  there 
in  the  organization  of  their  Sunday  School.  A  fine 
crowd  was  in  attendance,  and  the  day  was  most  en- 
joyably  spent. 

On  May  14,  Brother  George  D.  Pyper,  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  Schools  with  Brother  and  Sister  William 
E.  Berrett  arrived  in  the  mission  field  to  visit  with  us. 
They  held  conventions  in  Portland,  Spokane,  and  Puget 
Sound  Districts.  Sister  Johnson  and  Sister  Jones  ac¬ 
companied  them  to  the  conventions,  which  were  well 
attended  in  all  places.  The  Saints  and  missionaries  en¬ 
joyed  the  beautiful  spirit  manifested  and  the  advice 
and  counsel  on  Sunday  School  work. 

We  are  truly  grateful  to  Elders  Briggs  and  Moulton 
who  have  worked  diligently  and  faithfully  in  the  office 
during  Elder  Fitzgerald's  absence.  Their  work  has  been 
greatly  appreciated.  We  are  happy  now  to  have  Elder 
Fitzgerald  with  us  again. 

On  May  27,  the  missionaries  in  the  office,  with  the 
exception  of  Elder  Fitzgerald,  who  was  detained  in  the 
hospital,  traveled  with  President  Nibley  to  Charlo,  Mon¬ 
tana,  where  they  held  conference  and  organized  a  dis¬ 
trict  board.  During  the  following  week  they  continued 
on  into  Cardston,  Canada  and  spent  five  days  at  the 
Alberta  Temple,  returning  to  Butte,  Montana,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  to  effect  another  district  organization. 
The  week  spent  in  the  Cardston  Temple  will  be  to  all 
of  us  the  deepest  source  of  help  and  inspiration  during 
the  remainder  of  our  missions  and  on  through  life. 

SOUTH  OREGON  DISTRICT Devern  J.  Rasmussen, 
President,  324  Haven  St.,  Medford,  Oregon. 

We  the  Elders  of  the  South  Oregon  District  do  indeed 
feel  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  the  Lord  to  guide  us, 
that  we  may  be  instrumental  in  disseminating  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  an  effective  manner. 

We  warmly  welcome  into  this  district  Elder  Keetch 
who  has  been  transferred  from  the  Yakima  District  to 
labor  with  Elder  O'Donnell  in  Grants  Pass.  These 
Elders  have  been  traveling  to  outlying  towns  and 
trading  them. 

Elders  Owen  and  Burrell  laboring  in  Marshfield  have 
been  very  diligent  and  their  efforts  are  being  crowned 
with  success.  Elders  Spendlove  and  Taylor  have  been 
moved  from  Bend  to  Burns.  They  are  indeed  faith¬ 
fully  engaged  in  the  work.  Elder  Spendlove  relates 
a  very  interesting  experience.  While  laboring  in  Bend 
he  met  a  lady  who  stated  that  she  had  been  visited 
by  an  Elder  Barton  Moulton  who  had  previously  la¬ 
bored  there.  He  left  her  a  Book  of  Mormon  which 
she  read.  She  added  that  she  was  convinced  of  its 
truthfulness,  and  that  she  was  desirous  of  making  fur¬ 
ther  investigation  of  Mormonism. 

Elders  Kennedy  and  McCann  are  doing  commendable 
work  in  Klamath  Falls.  Elders  McBride  and  Bills  work¬ 
ing  in  Medford  have  been  successful  in  their  efforts  to 
start  a  number  of  cottage  meetings.  They  have  been 
tracting  some  of  the  adjacent  towns  and  find  that  there 
is  abundant  opportunity  to  teach  the  Gospel. 

We  feel  the  loss  of  Elder  Lambson.  He  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Yakima  District. 

On  May  15,  a  baptismal  service  was  held  in  Bend, 
Oregon.  Elder  Devern  J.  Rasmussen  baptized  Allen 
Duane  Zufelt.  The  same  day  Brother  Richard  A.  Craner 
baptized  his  son  Richard  Nelson  Craner. 

We  pray  that  the  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  all  our 
fellow  workers  that  they  may  have  health  and  a  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Gospel. 
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PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT:  -  Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  159  Melrose  Ave.  N.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due 
sason  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  — Gal.  6:9. 

We  have  not  wearied  and  the  past  month  has  seen 
the  reward  of  our  labors.  On  May  1,  Elder  Scott  had 
the  privilege  of  baptizing  Francis  Eugene  McCarthy, 
Dorothy  Mae  Fullmer,  and  James  Lee  DuVall  at  the 
Seattle  Central  Chapel.  On  the  same  day  Elder  Wayne 
Johnson  baptized  Carol  Fry  at  Bremerton.  We  pray 
these  people  may  find  continued  joy  and  happiness 
in  this  great  work. 

On  May  11  a  fine  Relief  Society  organization  was 
perfected  at  Port  Angeles.  This  has  come  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  our  missionaries,  Brother  and 
Sister  Wilcox,  who  are  laboring  there.  This  group  will 
be  the  means  of  doing  much  good  in  that  city  as  well 
as  being  a  strength  to  our  Sunday  School  there. 

It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  see  105  people  present 
at  the  organization  of  a  new  Sunday  School  in  the 
University  District  of  Seattle  on  May  15.  The  need 
for  an  organization  in  this  locality  has  long  been 
felt  and  we  expect  many  people  will  attend  who 
otherwise  would  not  because  of  the  distance  to  the 
Central  chapel.  Another  Sunday  School  was  organized 
May  29  at  New  Westminster,  B.  C.  There  were  25 
present  at  the  organization  and  we  hope  the  attend¬ 
ance  will  increase.  Elders  Samuelson,  Nielson  and 
Scott  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  fine  work  in 
getting  this  group  started. 

We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  Supt.  Geo.  D.  Pyper 
and  Brother  William  E.  Berrett  of  the  General  Board 
at  a  Sunday  School  convention  in  our  district  the  past 
month.  A  missionary  conference  was  held  Saturay, 
May  21,  and  a  convention  the  following  Sunday  which 
they  attended.  We  all  feel  that  we  have  gained  much 
by  the  visit  of  these  brethren. 

May  we  continue  our  diligent  efforts  and  "never 
weary  in  well  doing." 

District  personnel :  Elders  Westover  and  Perry  John¬ 
son  in  Centralia;  Elders  Smith  and  Belnap  and  Sisters 
Howell  and  Rowland  in  Tacoma,-  Elders  Samuelson  and 
Scott  in  New  Westminster,  B.  C.;  Elders  McKinley  and 
VanOrden  in  Vancouver,  B.  C./  Elders  Grant  and  Wayne 
Johnson,  Elder  Richey  and  Sisters  Cook  and  Christensen 
in  Seattle;  Sisters  Morris  and  Darley  in  West  Seattle; 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Wilcox  in  Port  Angeles. 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT: -Percy  L.  Collyer,  Presideni, 
Box  295,  Spokane,  Washingion. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  states  that  "this  organi¬ 
zation  will  grow  and  wax  strong  in  the  earth;  and  in 
time  it  will  consume  all  other  organizations  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth." 

During  the  month  of  May  we  missionaries  of  the 
Spokane  District  feel  that  we  have  been  richly  blessed 
in  what  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  toward  this 
goal  of  "Building  the  Kingdom."  On  May  29,  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  organizing  a  Sunday  School  at  Ross- 
land,  B.  C.,  and  were  happy  in  setting  apart  officers 
and  teachers  so  that  they  might  work  in  his  name, 
and  receive  the  blessings  thereby. 

The  first  pari  of  the  month  a  baptismal  service  was 
held  in  Spokane  where  three  converts  were  baptized. 
Elder  Hammerschmidt  baptized  Brother  and  Sister  Wil- 
man  and  Elder  Simpson  baptized  Sister  Edna  Brower. 
We  heartily  welcome  these  worthy  people  as  members 
of  the  Church. 

A  drive  is  being  carried  on  throughout  the  district 
to  locate  "forgotten"  Saints  in  rural  parts  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  as  a  result,  many  other  groups  are  being 
found,  and  where  conditions  and  circumstances  are 
advisable,  an  organization  is  effected.  The  Saints,  as 
well  as  the  missionaries,  are  working  diligently  in  car¬ 
rying  this  movement  forward.  As  a  result  of  the  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  anxiously  given,  unity,  harmony,  and 
love  prevail  throughout  the  district.  We  gratefully 
thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  these  favors  shown  us, 
and  pray  for  joy  and  success  to  attend  all  our  com¬ 
panions  in  this  great  work. 

District  Personnel:  Elders  Collyer,  Carvel  Danis  and 
Lehi  Palmer  and  Sisters  Ramsey  and  Bolt  in  Spokane; 


Elders  Olsen  and  Haderlie  in  Trail,  B.  C.;  Elders  Ham¬ 
merschmidt  and  Rees  in  Hillyard;  Elders  Hall  and  Peter¬ 
son  in  Wallace. 

MISSOULA  DISTRICT  :-Keiih  H.  Facer,  Presideni,  204 
E.  Spruce,  Missoula,  Montana. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  abundantly  during  the  past 
month  in  carrying  forth  the  Gospel  message. 

On  May  15,  a  baptismal  service  was  held,  at  which 
lime  seven  persons  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  and 
became  members  of  our  Church.  Elders  Barker  and 
Fairbanks  officiated  in  the  ordinance.  We  pray  God's 
blessings  to  be  with  these  people  in  taking  this  step. 

Elders  Garth  Fairbanks  and  Jerold  Munk  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Spokane  District.  We  wish  them 
much  success  in  their  labors. 

A  district  conference  was  held  at  Charlo,  Montana  on 
May  29.  We  were  privileged  to  have  with  us,  Presi¬ 
dent  Nibley  and  the  office  missionaries,  also  President 
Edward  J.  Wood  of  the  Cardston  Temple.  A  very  fine 
spirit  prevailed  throughout  the  meetings  and  much  en- 
couragment  and  instruction  was  given  to  build  up  the 
Saints  in  this  great  work. 

Each  Elder  has  been  able  to  lend  his  quota  in 
Books  of  Mormon  this  month.  We  feel  that  the  Lord 
has  blessed  us  and  made  it  possible  for  us  to  place 
these  books  in  the  homes  of  the  people. 

On  May  13  the  Elders  of  this  district  drove  to  Plains, 
Montana,  where  they  spent  the  day  trading  and 
visiting  investigators. 

The  Darley  Sunday  School  has  increased  in  member¬ 
ship  since  its  organization  a  month  ago.  Twenty  per¬ 
sons  were  in  attendance  at  its  organization;  since  then 
it  has  increased  to  fifty.  We  feel  sure  that  the  work 
of  this  Sunday  School  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  on 
the  lives  of  its  members. 

District  personnel:  Elders  Facer  and  Barker  in  Mis¬ 
soula,  Montana. 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT :- Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Monlana. 

"Adam  fell  that  men  might  be;  and  men  are,  that 
they  might  have  joy."  — 2  Nephi  2:25. 

Enduring  joy  is  that  which  comes  from  doing  good 
to  others  and  in  obeying  and  sustaining  the  laws  and 
commandments  of  God  our  Heavenly  Father.  I  have 
heard  the  testimonies  of  many  missionaries  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  the  greatest  joy  that  ever  came  into  their 
lives  has  been  while  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  and 
in  teaching  the  true  plan  of  salvation  to  the  people 
with  whom  they  come  in  contact.  It  thrills  me  to 
the  very  heart  to  see  an  Elder  of  Israel  take  a  con¬ 
vert  down  into  the  waters  of  baptism  and  then  again  see. 
the  Elders  place  their  hands  upon  the  head  of  the 
convert  and  confer  upon  him  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Here  in  the  Great  Falls  District  the  work  of  God  is 
progressing  very  rapidly.  In  ihe  month  of  May  there 
were  two  very  fine  young  people  baptized,  a  man  and 
his  wife,  by  Elder  Bingham.  The  service  was  very 
impressive.  Within  the  next  month  we  expect  to 
baptize  several  children  and  several  converts. 

Elders  Bingham  and  Stewart  have  just  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Browning  where  they  will  spend  their  time 
laboring  with  the  Indians.  There  is  a  great  work  to 
be  done  there  in  teaching  the  Gospel  to  those  good 
people. 

Elders  Barton  and  Black  are  carrying  on  with  the 
work  in  Great  Falls.  There  is  much  work  to  be  done 
here. 

There  is  a  great  need  for  missionaries  in  the  various 
mission  fields  of  the  world.  I  am  sure  if  the  young 
men  and  women  of  the  Church  could  realize  the  real 
joy  and  happiness  that  comes  from  working  in  the 
service  of  our  Creator,  there  would  be  more  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  carry  on  the  work  of  building  up  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

May  the  Lord  ever  bless  the  missionaries  through¬ 
out  the  world  and  may  they  have  success  to  attend 
their  efforts. 

District  personnel:  Warren  E.  Barton  and  Verl  G. 
Black,  Great  Falls,  Montana;  Elmer  J.  Bingham  and 
Warren  S.  Stewart,  Browning,  Montana. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 
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NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT :- Homer  S.  Satterfield, 
President. 

"North  Alabama  Grows"  is  the  motto  being  put  into 
operation  by  both  Saints  and  missionaries  throughout 
the  district.  Not  only  growth  in  membership,  but  in 
efficient  organization  and  Saints'  activity,  spirituality 
and  missionary  endeavor.  Special  effort  has  been 
made  to  institute  local  missionary  work  conducted  by 
the  Saints,  and  in  the  past  month  this  work  has  in¬ 
creased  tenfold.  This  local  work  will  serve  as  a  valu¬ 
able  stimulus  to  the  priesthood  activity  and  as  a 
means  to  keep  the  investigators  alive  in  the  cities 
while  the  regular  missionaries  are  doing  country  work. 
An  outstanding  conference  was  held  in  May  at  Eld- 
knot,  a  small  country  branch.  Large  crowds  were  in 
attendance  at  each  of  the  three  sessions. 

Brother  Albert  P.  King,  residing  at  Townley,  Alabama, 
and  who  with  his  wife  has  been  carrying  on  many 
meetings,  preaching  "Mormonism"  in  the  surrounding 
communities,  relates  the  following:  "Not  long  ago  my 
wife  and  I  were  at  our  farm  home  when  about  noon 
it  became  almost  as  dark  as  night.  We  looked  out  the 
window  and  up  the  road  and  could  see  a  cyclone 
twister  that  was  wrecking  everything  in  its  path,  coming 
directly  for  our  home.  I  suggested  to  my  wife  that 
we  kneel  down  and  ask  God  to  protect  our  lives  and 
home.  In  faith  and  humility  we  offered  up  a  simple 
prayer  to  the  Father,  and  then  looked  out  the  window 
again.  In  less  than  thirty  seconds  after  we  had  offered 
up  our  prayer  the  "twister"  divided  into  two  parts  and 
swept  a  path  about  one-half  a  mile  on  either  side  of 
us  and  there  was  hardly  a  breeze  moving  over  our  prop¬ 
erty.  Later  we  found  that  the  cyclone  again  joined  be¬ 
low  our  place.  I  know  it  was  our  prayers  that  saved 
us!" 

The  missionaries  report  unusual  joy  and  interest  in 
their  work.  Elders  Hansen  and  Eames  laboring  in 
Gadsden  say,  "Because  of  the  many  fine  investigators 
and  friends  of  the  work  in  the  city,  we  are  rather  re¬ 
luctant  to  see  country  work  start."  Sister  Nettles,  la¬ 
boring  with  Sister  Stephenson  in  Birmingham,  after 
placing  three  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  her 
first  full  week  of  missionary  work,  exclaims,  "It's  great!" 
and  Sister  Stephenson  agrees.  Elders  Burdett  and 
McDaniel  also  laboring  in  Birmingham  remark,  "There 
will  be  several  baptisms  from  this  section  soon!" 
Working  in  Huntsville,  Elders  Penrod  and  Layton  are 
finding  much  success  holding  meetings  in  the  mill 
villages.  Sister  McLaughlin  is  the  first  young  lady 
missionary  to  work  in  Gadsden  and  Albama  City. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  alike  are  looking  forward 
with  keen  anticipation  to  the  forthcoming  State-wide 
Leadership  Convention  for  Alabama  to  be  held  in  Mont¬ 
gomery,  June  24,  25,  and  26. 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT: -James  A.  Chapman, 
President. 

"We  alone  set  the  limit  of  our  intellectual  lives." 

North  Mississippi  reports  much  advancement  and 
many  accomplishments  in  their  labors. 

The  district  Mutual  Improvement  Association  has  been 
very  successful  in  their  efforts.  May  7,  1938,  a  banquet 
and  ball  were  successfully  held  in  the  Sarah  Branch. 
It  reached  the  highest  dreams  and  expectations  of  every 
one.  There  were  110  people  seated  at  the  banquet 
tables.  After  the  banquet  150  people  attended  the 
ball.  The  investigators  of  "Mormonism"  constituted  at 
least  one-half  of  the  crowd. 

At  Booneville  Branch  on  Jqne  4,  a  box  supper  was 
very  successful.  The  building  was  filled  to  the  ca¬ 
pacity  with  Saints  and  Investigators,  who  seemed  to 
enjoy  themselves  immensely. 

The  Elders  have  been  very  busy  in  fhe  districi  and 
now  welcome  info  fhe  "Kingdom  of  God"  through  the 
waters  of  baptism  eleven  souls. 

Also  evincing  the  advancement  that  has  taken  place 


in  this  district  in  the  last  year  we  relate  the  follow¬ 
ing:  In  Fulton,  Mass.,  for  some  time  past,  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  been  treated  with  contempt  and  de¬ 
rision  by  a  certain  minister.  He  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  try  to  excite  mobs  to  do  violence.  In  attacking 
the  "Mormon"  doctrine  he  had  referred  to  a  prophet 
of  God  as  a  liar,  thief,  adulterer  and  other  equally 
slanderous  names.  A  few  weeks  ago,  Pres.  Chapman 
preached  at  a  "street  meeting"  in  Fulton.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  well  received  and  the  large  crowd  listened 
attentively  to  the  "Mormon"  doctrine.  After  the  meet¬ 
ing  Pres.  Chapman  was  invited  to  spend  the  night 
with  the  one  time  vicious  minister. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT:  -  Ferris  F.  Johnson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  South  Georgia  District  is  pleased  to  report  some 
of  its  outstanding  achievements  of  the  past  month. 
This  district  is  progressing  rapidly  and  has  introduced 
some  very  effective  aids  in  presenting  the  Gospel  to 
the  public. 

The  radio  as  a  means  of  gaining  converts  is  of  great 
worth  to  the  Elders  laboring  in  Waycross.  For  the  past 
ten  months  they  have  been  broadcasting  over  WAYX. 
However,  up  until  about  the  last  three  months  they  have 
found  little  noticeable  result  from  their  effort.  At  that 
time  Elders  Albert  F.  Davis  and  Ralph  J.  Hill  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  following  an  organized  discussion 
type  of  program.  With  the  inauguration  of  this  pro¬ 
gram  many  fine  contacts  have  been  made  and  since 
that  time  the  broadcasts  have  been  much  more  effective 
for  good. 

One  investigator  interested  through  these  discussion 
programs  states,  "I  have  learned  more  of  the  Gospel 
from  the  Mormon  Elders  in  the  past  three  weeks  than 
from  my  minister  in  the  past  twenty-three  years." 
Thus  we  find  that  it  often  takes  some  new  avenue  of 
approach  to  arouse  interest. 

Elders  Arthur  F.  McOmber  and  William  J.  Gray 
have  found  Brunswick,  Ga.,  a  very  fruitful  field.  There 
on  May  15  a  very  impressive  baptismal  service  was 
held  for  three  of  their  earnest  investigators  and  one 
child.  We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  the 
Church,  Brother  Elbert  Rozier,  Sister  Myrtle  Snodgrass, 
Sister  J.  W.  Campbell  and  Inez  Godley. 

We  would  also  like  to  mention  the  Church  Security 
Program  which  has  been  functioning  very  favorably 
here.  Each  branch  that  had  the  facilities,  planted  a 
community  garden.  Already  one  of  the  branches  has 
begun  its  harvesting  and  has  canned  over  one  hundred 
cans  of  beans.  Such  success  as  this  will  surely  spur 
the  people  on,  and  we  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long 
before  a  store  house  can  be  provided  for  the  purpose 
of  serving  the  members  of  the  South. 

Another  item  of  interest  to  the  Church  was  the  three- 
day  state-wide  convention  which  was  enjoyed  by  the 
people  of  Georgia,  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June 
10,  11,  and  12,  in  the  city  of  Macon.  The  purpose 
of  this  convention  was  for  the  development  of  leaders 
in  the  various  branches  throughout  the  state,  whereby 
the  Church  can  perfect  its  program,  and  unify  it  in  all 
the  state. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT:  -  Nathan  W.  Buck- 
waller,  President. 

"To  know  just  where  the  trail  doth  lead, 

Is  more  important  far  than  speed/ 

No  toilsome  journey  daunts  the  soul, 

When  vision  sees  a  worthwhile  goal." 

With  this  thought  in  mind,  President  Merrill  D.  Clay- 
son  opened  the  Leadership  Convention  of  the  South 
and  West  South  Carolina  Districts  held  in  Columbia, 
June  3,  4,  and  5. 

President  Clayson  has  seen  in  the  South  ever  since 
his  incumbency  last  year,  a  definite  need  of  men  and 
women  possessing  the  knowledge  of  how  to  be  com¬ 
petent  leaders  in  the  various  organizations.  Therefore 
he  has  appointed  a  leadership  convention  to  be  held 
in  each  of  the  five  states  of  the  mission,  the  first  one 
having  been  held  in  South  Carolina. 

The  convention  opened  Friday  night,  June  3,  with  a 
well  presented  Primary  Spring  festival  in  which  50 
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young  boys  and  girls  participated,  after  which  two  one- 
act  plays  were  given. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday  classes  were  conducted  by 
Pres.  Clayson  and  the  mission  supervisors  from  the 
office  who  presented  new  plans  and  ideas  for  mak¬ 
ing  better  leaders.  An  example  of  these  classes  was 
a  class  demonstration  taught  by  President  Clayson.  A 
group  of  100  members  heard  him  outline  for  them  the 
best  method  of  teaching  an  adult  class  on  the  subject 
"Divinity  of  the  Work  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith." 
President  Clayson's  past  experience  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Church  Department  of  Education  qualified  him  highly 
for  the  conducting  of  such  a  class. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  Church  was  honored  with 
the  presence  of  Dr.  Orin  F.  Crow,  head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  at  the  University  of  South  Carolina, 
Dr.  Crow  taught  a  class  of  50  on  "Outlining  and  Pre¬ 
paring  a  Lesson." 

Saturday  afternoon  the  members  gathered  on  the  ath¬ 
letic  field  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina  where  an 
array  of  rivalry  was  presented  in  contests  of  soft  ball, 
high  jump,  broad  jump,  pole  vault,  races,  etc.,  both 
for  the  men  and  women/  thus  carrying  out  the  aim  of 
the  Church  in  building  strong,  healthy  bodies  among 
its  members. 

Saturday  evening  100  voices  participated  in  a  brilliant 
music  festival  of  solos,  duets,  trios,  quartets  and  chorus 
numbers,  which  was  followed  by  a  grand  ball  in  the 
American  Legion  Hut  in  Columbia.  Beautiful  queens, 
who  had  been  previously  chosen  from  each  district, 
represented  the  virtues  of  health,  truth,  integrity,  good¬ 
ness,  beauty,  justice  and  service.  They  promenaded 
before  the  group  followed  by  their  appropriately  at¬ 
tired  attendants,  and  were  crowned  by  President 
Clayson. 

Sunday  evening  a  courtesy  broadcast  over  WIS  in 
Columbia  was  accorded  the  Church,  during  which  Presi¬ 
dent  Clayson  spoke  on  the  "Aims  of  the  Convention/" 
musical  numbers  used  were  taken  from  the  music  fes¬ 
tival  previously  held. 

The  evidence  of  alert  men  and  women,  with  pencils 
and  notebooks  at  work,  and  the  excellence  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  given  by  each  class  leader  makes  us  believe 
that  our  pople  are  now  better  prepared  than  they  ever 
were  before  to  assume  places  of  leadership. 

The  convention  was  closed  with  an  advance  step 
towards  better  organization,  in  the  approval  of  the 
first  five  high  councilmen  of  the  district. 

WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT George  R.  Kar- 
ren,  President. 

"The  race  is  not  to  the  swift  nor  the  battle  to  the 
strong  but  he  that  endureih  unto  the  end  shall  be 
saved."  This  beautiful  truth  was  demonstrated  in  a 
touching  manner  when  Elder  Joseph  A.  Anderson,  in 
the  mission  field  only  a  few  days,  met  an  elderly  lady 
who  had  been  baptized  some  thirty  years  ago.  She 
knew  Elder  Anderson's  father  who  had  filled  a  mission 
in  this  section  about  1906/  in  fact,  he  had  much  to 
do  with  her  conversion.  Through  the  passing  years  she 
had  remained  faithful  to  her  belief  and  when  she  met 
Elder  Anderson  she  said  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  "You 
can  tell  your  father  that  I'm  just  as  good  a  Latter-day 
Saint  as  I  was  when  he  left  here."  Such  a  display  of 
faithfulness  cannot  help  but  encourage  and  strengthen 
the  testimony  of  us  missionaries. 

In  Spartanburg,  Elder  F.  Wayne  Bell  reports  success 
in  presenting  the  message  of  the  restored  Gospel  over 
the  air  through  the  courtesy  of  Station  WSPA.  The 
program  director  has  been  extremely  kind  and  helpful 
in  this  work,  granting  the  Elders  a  weekly  quarter- 
hour  program.  One  day  when  the  regular  program 
was  to  be  presented,  they  found  that  it  was  not  listed 
on  the  schedule.  Upon  inquiring  as  to  the  reason  they 
were  told  it  was  merely  an  oversight  and  were  prom¬ 
ised  that  it  wouldn't  happen  again.  The  program  listed 
that  day  was  taken  off  and  the  Elders  were  allowed 
to  put  on  their  regular  weekly  broadcast. 

With  the  coming  of  summer,  country  work  has  com¬ 
menced  in  this  district.  Elders  James  A.  Hunter  and 
Charles  O.  Burge,  Jr.,  have  recently  completed  a  trip 
through  the  lower  parts  of  the  district.  Their  efforts 


were  crowned  with  success  for  ihey  were  able  to  bap¬ 
tize  one  person  and  bless  two  babies.  They  also  ex¬ 
perienced  happifying  results  from  administering  to  the 
sick,  and  found  a  group  of  Saints  who  had  not  seen 
Elders  of  the  Church  for  six  years. 

We  welcome  into  the  fold  through  the  waters  of 
baptism:  Nettie  Mae  Freeman,  Genieve  Grant  Shurlock, 
and  Dean  Oberia  Ebernickel  who  were  baptized  by 
Elder  Joseph  M.  Gunderson,  Nita  Berry,  baptized  by 
Elder  James  A.  Hunter  and  Claude  Allen  Perry,  bap¬ 
tized  by  Elder  F.  Wayne  Bell.  These  people  will  make 
a  helpful  addition  to  the  Church. 

The  first  Leadership  convention  in.  the  Southern  States 
Mission  was  held  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  June  3-5.  Saints, 
friends,  and  missionaries  from  the  two  districts  in  South 
Carolina  met  for  the  three-day  convention,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  developing  leadership  in  the  members  of  the 
mission.  Two  inspirational  missionary  meetings  were 
held/  one  a  tesitmony  meeting,  and  the  other  a  busi¬ 
ness  meeting,  under  the  direction  of  President  Merrill 
D.  Clayson.  Many  problems  were  discussed  in  regards 
to  our  missionary  work. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Urell  Nettles -From  Walterboro,  S.  C.,  to  N.  Alabama. 
Clinton  C.  McDaniel  — From  Salt  Lake  City  to  N.  Ala. 
Charles  S.  Lee  — From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Mississippi. 
Eldon  Vaughn  Carter -From  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  to  N.  Miss. 
Frank  L.  Shafer  — From  Sacramento,  Calif.,  to  Georgia. 
Naomi  Brown  — From  Farmington,  Utah  to  S.  Carolina. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Ferris  F.  Johnson -President  South  Georgia. 

Joseph  N.  Revill  — Supervisor  of  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A. 

TRANSFERS 

Joseph  N.  Revill  — From  S.  Georgia  to  Mission  Office. 
Vernon  Armstrong  — From  N.  Mississippi  to  Georgia. 
Arthur  M.  Evans  — From  Georgia  to  West  Florida. 

Sheldon  Bridges  — From  West  Florida  to  Florida. 

Ruth  Padgett  — From  South  Carolina  to  W.  South  Carolina. 
S.  Wayne  Rex  — From  Albama  to  Mississippi. 

Edward  Crolley  — From  Mississippi  to  Alabama. 

Ruby  Pate  — From  Mississippi  to  Alabama. 

Lydia  Washburn  —  From  West  S.  Carolina  to  Mission  Off. 
Vera  Winthrop  — From  Alabama  to  Mississippi. 

RELEASES 

J.  Cassadie  Chesser  — From  Georgia  —  Home,  Milton,  Fla. 
Darwin  Johnson  — From  Georgia  — Home,  Pocatello,  Ida. 
Earl  Starling  — From  North  Alabama  (Leave  of  absence). 
Frank  Shafer  — From  Georgia  (Leave  of  absence). 

L.  KAY  GUYMAN,  Mission  Secretary. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 


SCOTTSBLUFF  DISTRICT:  -Arnel  Dastrup,  President, 
Box  121  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska. 

"And  he  said  unto  them,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  be- 
lieveth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  The  meaning  of  being 
damned  might  be  illustrated  by  placing  a  dam  in  a 
ditch  so  that  the  water  cannot  get  by. 

Baptism  is  the  gateway  to  the  kingdom  of  God, 
when  properly  performed  by  one  holding  the  authority 
to  act  in  the  name  of  God.  We  welcome  into  the  fold 
of  Chrisi  through  baptism:  Ray  Earl  Hamilton,  Emma 
Leah  Glassley,  Gwendolyn  Chirrick  and  Edgar  Colgrove. 

On  the  13th  and  14th  of  March  inspirational  confer¬ 
ences  were  recently  held  in  Alliance,  Scottsbluff  and 
Bridgeport  by  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  "These 
visits  are  the  high  lights  of  our  mission  days,"  say 
the  missionaries  of  this  district. 

Elders  Arnel  Dastrup  and  Willard  Stephenson  have 
met  success  in  showing  the  Book  of  Mormon  films. 
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Two  films  were  shown  to  the  Lions  Club,  one  to  the 
Kiwanis  Club  and  one  to  the  Builders  Class.  Some  of 
the  men  present  at  the  Lions  Club  were  the  ex-senator 
of  Nebraska,  the  mayor  and  ex-mayr*r  of  Scoltsbluff 
and  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that  city.  Three 
rousing  cheers  were  given  to  the  missionaries  by  the 
members  of  the  Lions  Club  at  the  close  of  the  film, 
literature  was  distributed  and  an  invitation  was  given 
to  them  to  return  and  show  some  more  films.  The 
following  experience  took  place  at  the  Kiwanis  Club: 
After  the  banquet,  the  film  "Forgotten  Empires"  was 
shown  to  65  club  members.  Immediately  after  the  lec¬ 
ture  two  men  came  up,  introduced  themselves  and 
began  to  ask  questions.  One  of  them,  the  county 
agent,  ask  if  the  Elders  would  go  out  in  the  country 
with  him  and  show  a  film  at  a  country  meeting.  The 
other  man  told  them  they  had  a  standing  invitation  to 
show  the  same  film  to  the  Lions  Club  in  Bayard. 
Through  these  contacts  the  Book  of  Mormon  has  been 
explained,  literature  has  been  distributed,  prejudice  has 
been  broken  down  and  people  are  becoming  better 
acquainted  with  th  Mormon  people  and  their  beliefs. 

The  following  faith  promoting  incident  was  reported 
by  Elders  Arnel  Dastrup  and  Stanley  Burgon:  During 
a  pleasant  visit  with  Sister  Hamilton  and  family,  she 
was  attacked  by  severe  pains  in  her  head.  While  en¬ 
during  these  severe  pains  she  asked  to  be  administered 
to.  The  request  was  granted  and  almost  immediately 


sale  was  held  in  connection  with  the  dinner. 

We  are  happy  io  report  the  baptizing  of  the  following 
named  persons  by  Elders  Reed  Johnson  and  Thad  Bulk- 
eley  at  Belle  Fourche:  Rodney  James  Larson,  George 
Robert  Hales  and  Rulon  Bailey  Parks.  A  funeral  service 
was  conducted  by  the  Belle  Fourche  Elders  for  a  lady 
investigator  whom  they  had  previously  contacted.  There 
was  a  congregation  of  approximately  60  people  present. 
Words  of  encouragement  were  offered  and  a  very  good 
spirit  prevailed. 

The  lady  missionaries  have  organized  a  Beehive  class 
which  is  the  means  of  interesting  several  young  ladies 
in  the  theme  of  character  building.  A  Primary  con¬ 
ducted  by  Sisters  Gibbs,  Sudweeks  and  Hamilton  at 
Rapid  City,  has  reached  a  high  attendance  of  82  chil¬ 
dren,  most  of  whom  have  had  no  previous  contact  with 
the  Church. 

Part  of  the  district  has  been  toured  recently  by  Elders 
Gunnell  and  Perkins,  and  it  has  been  the  means  of 
verifying  more  than  ever,  the  fact  that  there  is  much 
room  for  expansion  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT Elder  Arthur  O.  Chapman,  Presi¬ 
dent,  221  Tyler  St.,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

We  of  the  Pueblo  District  realize  more  and  more  as 
we  seek  listeners  of  the  wonderful  message  we  have, 
why  returned  missionaries  express  the  joy  missionary 
work  affords.  We  find  it  most  enjoyable  explaining 


CHUKHEJjSUS  CHRIST 

CATT»  DAY  SAINTS 


PRESIDENT  ANI)  SISTER  SEEGMUXER  OF  THE  WESTERN  STATES  MISSION  AND  BRANCH 
OFFICERS  ATTENDING  DEDICATION  OF  GRAND  ISLAND  CHAPEL 


the  pains  left  her  head.  Since  then  Sister  Hamilton's 
husband  has  joined  the  Church.  No  doubt  this  inci¬ 
dent  was  a  testimony  to  him  that  the  day  of  miracles 
has  not  passed  and  that  God  hears  the  humble  prayers 
of  the  faithful. 

Sisters  Permelia  Tietjen  and  Ida  McFarland  are  hav¬ 
ing  success  in  their  Primaries,  Junior  Girl  classes  and 
Relief  Society.  Elders  Paul  Taggart  and  Ivan  Mathie 
report  15  openings  to  show  films  in  Alliance.  Elders 
Rex  O.  Watson  and  Clifford  Sharp  of  Bridgeport  are 
enjoying  their  labors  very  much. 

On  the  13th  of  April  the  city  of  Torrington,  Wyo., 
was  transferred  from  the  South  Wyoming  District  to 
this  district. 

BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT :  -  Don  C.  Gunnell,  President, 
Box  1172,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

Marks  of  progress  have  been  noted  in  the  district 
during  the  past  two  months  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
of  the  season. 

In  March,  a  Sunday  School  and  Relief  Society  were 
organized  in  Rapid  City,  with  the  Saints  of  this  lo¬ 
cality  having  full  direction.  The  Rapid  City  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  recently  served  a  successful  home  cooked  dinner 
to  over  160  people  of  the  city.  A  bazaar  and  candy 


the  truths  of  the  restored  Gospel  to  interested  listeners, 
and  we  rejoice  in  the  friendly  attitude  of  most  of  the 
people  whom  we  contact. 

Elders  Frank  S.  Petersen  and  Finley  Wilkinson  were 
sent  to  resume  the  work  in  Canon  City,  Colorado.  They 
have  located  many  of  the  contacts  of  former  mission¬ 
aries,  and  are  striving  to  cultivate  and  reap  the  harvest 
from  the  seeds  formerly  sown.  They  have  two  large 
cottage  meetings,  and  are  quite  encouraged  with  the 
results  of  their  efforts. 

Additional  cottage  meetings  have  also  been  started 
in  Pueblo,  and  we  have  spent  many  enjoyable  evenings 
in  homes  where  picture  slides,  short  talks,  study  classes 
and  discussions  have  taken  place.  Sisters  Irene  Eld- 
redge  and  Beulah  Hutchinson  have  two  large  Primaries, 
and  most  of  the  children  attending  them  are  non¬ 
members.  These  two  Primaries,  and  the  Pueblo  Branch 
Primary  held  a  successful  May  Festival  on  May  20,  and 
there  was  a  large  number  of  children  in  attendance. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  in  April  at  Pueblo,  at 
which  time  Harry  Emerald  Dennon,  Jr.,  Marvin  Guyman 
Palmer  and  Wanda  Nellie  Gibson  were  received  into 
the  fold. 

Conference  and  the  dedication  of  the  new  chapel  in 
Pueblo  was  held  Sunday,  June  5.  There  were  215  ia 
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allendance.  President  William  W.  Seegmiller  offered  three  families,  members  of  the  Church  but  not  on  rec- 
the  dedicatory  prayer.  Missionaries  from  Pueblo,  San  ord.  They  have  also  found  many  people  who  seem 
Luis,  West  Colorado  and  Denver  Districts  were  in  at-  interested  in  the  Gospel.  Each  one  of  the  members  has 
tendance.  offered  his  home  and  time  to  the  furthering  of  the  work. 


SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT:  - Lauchie  A.  Orr,  Presi¬ 
dent,  419  East  22nd  St.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

"That  which  we  persist  in  doing  becomes  easy  to  do, 
not  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  has  changed;  but  that 
the  power  to  do  has  increased."  -  Pres.  Heber  J.  Grant. 

This  epigram  has  been  put  to  the  test  and  has  been 
found  to  be  true  in  the  experiences  and  labors  of  Elders 
Smith  and  Raymond  since  they  arrived  in  Wheatland. 
In  three  weeks  they  have  traded  the  city,  and  handed 
out  approximately  800  tracts.  We  pray  that  this  spirit 
will  prevail  throughout  our  district. 

Elders  Orr  and  Hawkins  moved  the  district  head¬ 
quarters  back  to  Cheyenne  where  it  formerly  was,  and 
are  trading  in  this  city  with  a  permit  from  the  mayor 
to  do  so.  We  have  met  with  some  opposition  but 
none  so  great  that  it  cannot  be  successfully  dealt  with. 
We  feel  that  the  change  recently  made  has  been  for 
the  better  and  we  are  unitedly  pushing  forward  with 
great  joy  and  happiness  in  the  work  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  praying  that  his  unwavering  strength  will  be 
with  us  as  we  strive  for  that  goal  ahead. 


With  the  help  of  our  Lord  we  plan  to  have  at  least 
six  new  cottage  meetings  organized  within  the  next 
two  weeks. 

We  realize  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  over  those  who 
strive  diligently  to  serve  him,  and  our  testimonies 
are  strengthened  each  day.  Has  not  the  Lord  said, 
"And  in  nothing  doth  man  offend  God,  or  against  none 
is  his  wrath  kindled,  save  those  who  confess  not  his 
hand  in  all  things,  and  obey  not  his  commandments?" 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Wayne  P.  Traveller  — From  Richmond,  U.,  to  Black  Hills. 
Orson  Mark  McRae  — From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Denver. 

TRANSFERS 

Anna  Madsen  — From  San  Luis  District  to  N.  Wyoming. 
Afton  Hamilton  —  From  San  Luis  District  to  Black  Hills. 
Beulah  Hutchinson  —  From  Pueblo  District  to  Denver. 
Arlette  Hart -From  Denver  District  to  Pueblo  District. 
Don  A.  Smith -From  S.  Wyoming  to  W.  Nebraska. 
Kedric  O.  Raymond  — From  S.  Wyo.,  to  Denver  District. 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SCOTTSBLUFF  DISTRICT,  WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 


SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT: -Charles  A.  Harper,  President, 
Box  469,  Salida,  Colorado. 

"The  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  God  are  committed  unto 
man  on  the  earth,  and  from  thence  shall  the  Gospel 
roll  forth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  as  the  stone  which 
is  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  shall  roll 
forth,  until  it  has  filled  the  whole  earth." 

It  fills  our  hearts  with  joy  to  witness  the  marked 
advancement  that  most  of  the  branches  in  the  district 
display  on  each  visit  by  the  missionaries.  Many  are 
seeing  the  light  from  their  good  works  and  are  glorify¬ 
ing  their  Father  in  Heaven  by  diligently  seeking  after 
him.  The  Allison  Branch  has  organized  a  new  Scout 
troop  with  Brother  Eugene  Cardon  as  its  leader.  With 
the  number  of  boys  in  that  vicinity  and  the  ability  of 
their  leader,  this  troop  should  prove  successful. 

Elders  Harper  and  Livsey  spent  several  days  in 
Carson,  New  Mexico,  with  the  Saints  there  and  en¬ 
couraged  and  instructed  them  on  their  way  to  a  fully 
organized  branch.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future 
this  progressive  step  can  be  accomplished. 

District  headquarters  recently  have  been  moved  to 
Salida,  Colorado,  and  many  enjoyable  experiences  have 
been  realized.  The  Elders  were  led  to  the  homes  of 


RELEASES 

Eudell  G.  Bodily  — From  N.  Wyo. -Home,  Fairview,  Ida. 
E.  Letitia  Gibbs  — From  Black  Hills  — Home,  McCammon, 
Idaho. 

Cleon  W.  Forsgren  — From  W.  Nebr.  — Home,  Howell,  U. 
L.  Merrill  Stevens  —  From  Mission  Secretary  — Home, 
Blanding,  Utah. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Reed  C.  Johnson  — President  West  Colorado  District. 
Stanley  W.  Burgon  — Mission  Secretary. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


We  do  not  believe  it  just  to  mingle 
religious  influence  with  civil  government, 
whereby  one  religious  society  is  fostered 
and  another  proscribed  in  its  spiritual 
privileges,  and  the  individual  rights  of  its 
members,  as  citizens  denied.  (Doc.  & 
Coo.  134:9.) 
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TEXAS  MISSION 

EL  RAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT :-  Carlos  W.  Stone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  Church/  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing 
him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord:  and  the  prayer 
of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise 
him  up." 

Elders  Leland  Peterson  and  Niels  P.  Anderson  who  are 
laboring  in  Marshall,  Texas,  report  that  they  were 
called  to  the  bed  side  of  a  lady  who  was  very  ill.  She 
asked  them  to  administer  to  her,  and  they  did  so.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  taking  their  hands  off,  she  arose  and 
said,  "The  affliction  left  immediately  after  the  admin¬ 
istration."  This  lady  was  investigating  the  Gospel  and 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Church. 

Sisters  Rebecca  Darley  and  Lillian  Jensen  are  having 
much  success  with  their  new  Primaries  in  Dallas.  From 
20  to  22  children  are  attending  regularly,  and  through 
them  the  sisters  are  making  many  friends  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  contacts.  Cottage  meetings  have  been 
opened  up  through  such  means. 

Elder  Carlos  Stone,  after  being  picked  up  by  a 
friend  on  the  highway,  was  engaged  as  usual  in*  a 
religious  conversation.  After  discussing  many  differ¬ 
ent  subjects,  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  mentioned.  While 
riding  along,  several  pages  of  the  book  were  read  to 
the  man.  After  hearing  an  explanation  of  the  origin 
and  history  of  the  book,  the  man  said,  "young  man, 
that's  my  hobby,  trying  to  figure  out  where  and  how 
the  Indian  came  to  this  continent.  Your  explanation  is 
the  most  consistent  and  reasonable  one  I  have  ever 
heard.  I  want  to  buy  that  book." 

Conference  was  held  in  Kilgore,  Enoch,  and  Kelsey. 
President  Christiansen  complimented  the  Saints  for.  the 
increase  in  tithing,  fast  offering  and  branch  activities. 

Twelve  more  investigators  were  baptized  this  month 
by  those  holding  authority.  They  are:  James  Edwin 
White,  Edna  Jean  White,  Bobby  Joe  White,  Cladys 
Morrie  White,  George  Luther  Crinshaw,  Maudie  May 
Crinshaw,  Willie  Bernice  Crinshaw,  F^anci^s  Louise 
Crinshaw,  Aubry  Raymond  Curry,  Vergy  Ery  Curry, 
Edith  Ohtka  Flowers,  Velma  Mirl  Flowers. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  missionaries  of  the  North .  Texas  District  have 
experienced  a  very  profitable  month. 

Elders  Cheney  and  Packer  with  Sisters  Baylis  and 
Jackson  attended  a  social  gathering  at  one  of  the  homes 
in  their  tracting  district,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of 
about  forty  people.  Through  this  contact  they  have 
been  successful  in  holding  several  fine  cottage  meet¬ 
ings  at  different  homes  of  those  whom  they  met. 

Elder  William  H.  Hansen  reports:  "While  on  the 
highway  a  gentleman  picked  me  up.  After  riding 
awhile  he  asked  me  what  I  was  doing,  and  I  told  him 
I  was  a  missionary  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  He  said  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
that  church  before.  I  replied  that  we  were  commonly 
known  as  Mormons.  He  looked  at  me  for  several  sec¬ 
onds  then  said  that  he  was  a  captain  in  the  World 
War  and  that  the  best  soldier  he  «had  was  a  Mormon, 
who  rather  than  leave  his  captain  and  work  to  a  higher 
position  remained  as  a  sergeant  under  him.  He  asked 
what  the  Mormons  believed,  and  said  that  his  war 
friend  had  told  him  all  about  it  but  he  wanted  to 
hear  it  again." 

Elder  George  Nelson  relates  the  following:  "Today 
while  tracting  I  came  to  a  house  where  I  had  lent 
a  gentleman  an  "Era."  A  hearty  welcome  greeted  me  as 
I  approached.  I  was  invited  in  and  we  spent  nearly 
two  hours  discussing  religion.  He  asked  what  I  had 
that  I  could  lend  him  today.  He  has  in  the  past 
been  a  minister  for  the  Church  of  Christ  and  is  very 
well  versed  in  the  Bible." 


SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  of  the  main  reasons  for 
the  apostasy  of  the  early  Christian  Church  was  the 
inability  of  the  leaders  to  visit  and  communicate  with 
the  members  and  branches.  It  seems  this  may  be  true 
when  we  consider  the  reactions  of  our  people  when 
they  meet  together  in  conferences  and  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  hear  the  missionaries,  mission  president, 
and  others. 

This  was  evidenced  to  us  by  conferences  held  in 
Galveston  and  Houston  this  month.  President  and  Sister 
Christiansen  attended  both  of  them.  The  audience  was 
enlightened  and  warmed  by  the  spiritual  influence  of 
the  occasions.  The  missionaries  likewise  were  re¬ 
freshed  by  the  meetings,  particularly  the  missionary 
meeting  held  Saturday  afternoon  at  which  time  plans 
were  announced  for  summer  work.  This  work  is  to 
continue  indefinitely  from  June  1. 

As  an  experiment  Elder  Noal  H.  Black  and  companion 
(formerly  Elder  Moon,  now  Elder  Wayne  Bushman)  have 
been  working  out  of  Orange  in  the  nearby  country  dis¬ 
tricts.  This  has  proved  very  successful. 

For  75  nights  with  only  two  exceptions  they  have 
held  a  cottage  meeting  every  night.  At  many  of  these 
they  have  had  from  30  to  75  non-members  present. 
Twice  people  who  had  never  heard  Mormons  before 
invited  them  to  have  meetings  in  their  homes. 

In  small  towns  of  2,000  to  5,000  population,  permis¬ 
sion  has  been  given  them  to  talk  on  the  street  any 
time,  any  where.  At  Woodville,  for  example,  crowds 
of  75  to  100  gather  and  are  preached  to  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in  front  of  the  post  office.  A  regular 
circuit  has  been  laid  out  in  five  counties  which  these 
missionaries  cover  regularly,  holding  meetings  at  def¬ 
inite  intervals. 

As  a  result  of  the  success  of  these  Elders,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  much  profitable  work  is  being  overlooked 
in  our  country  districts  and  so  this  summer's  work  is 
to  be  expanded  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

The  lady  missionaries  in  Houston  and  Galveston  have 
had  some  fine  success  also.  In  Houston,  their  Primary 
put  on  a  program  for  the  mothers  of  the  children.  Six 
mothers  came  and  thus  the  missionaries  were  enabled 
to  meet  them,  visit  later,  lend  Books  of  Mormon  and 
explain  more  of  the  Gospel. 

Those!  in  Galveston  recently  met  a  lady  who  was 

blessed  as  a  baby  by  Mormon  Elders.  She  had  an  old 
Book  of  Mormon  given  her  by  her  father.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries'  visits  revived  her  interest  in  the  Book  and 

also  made  her  wonder  how  much  her  father  had  been 
interested,  to  the  extent  that  she  is  searching  out  the 
answer  from  relatives  and  records. 

Another  contact  has  been  made  with  a  man  and 

wife  who  are  deliberately  searching  and  investigating 
various  religions  so  they  might  find  a  satisfactory  one 
to  join  and  in  which  to  bring  up  their  children.  They 
are  very  much  interested  in  the  Gospel  and  the  Book 
of  Mormon. 

We  welcome  the  following  converts  baptized  during 
the  month  in  the  district:  Marjorie  Patterson,  Lucille 
Danford,  Ervin  Danford,  and  Bernice  Mitchell.  At  the 
Houston  conference  Mamie  Gordon  Johnson  and  Mamie 
Boyd  Shandley  were  brought  into  the  Church. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  James  R.  Bettridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

On  Sunday,  May  1,  one  of  the  best  attended  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  history  of  the  district,  was  held  at  San 
Antonio.  President  and  Sister  El  Ray  L.  Christiansen 
delivered  inspirational  talks,  and  the  presence  of  seven¬ 
teen  missionaries  added  to  the  success  of  the  occasion. 
The  following  day  missionary  meeting  was  held  and 
timely  advice  was  given  by  Pres.  Christiansen  after 
which  the  meeting  was  turned  over  for  testimony 
bearing. 

Concentrated  effort  in  Primary  work,  is  winning  its 
reward.  Some  time  ago  Sisters  Viola  Litster  and  Anita 
Richardsen  while  conducting  Primary  were  able  to 
contact  Mrs.  Gertrude  Brazwell,  through  her  son  who 
had  been  attending  Primary.  Calling  at  her  home  to 
extend  an  invitation  to  a  Primary  program,  the  lady 
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missionaries-  were  able  to  enjoy  a  very  spirited  Gospel 
conversation.  Mrs.  Braxwell  expressed  the  thankfulness 
that  she  has  in  heart  for  the  good  work  that  Primaries 
are  doing  in  teaching  her  son  how  to  pray  and  show 
reverance  unto  his  Father  in  Heaven.  Constant  visits  of 
Sister  Litster  and  Sisfer  Smart  have  enabled  her,  through 
diligent  study,  to  obtain  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  she  has  presented  herself  for  baptism. 
She  will  be  a  member  in  the  near  future  and  we  pray 
the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to  attend  her  in 
all  her  righteous  endeavors. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  Brother  D.  R. 
Parson  and  family  who  suffered  a  loss  in  the  death 
of  Sister  Lillian  Lenore  Wixmon  Parson,  May  7.  Sister 
Parson  served  as  Relief  Society  president  of  the  San 
Antonio  Branch  for  the  past  several  years.  Success  has 
crowned  her  efforts,  and  she  was  loved  for  her  out¬ 
standing  leadreship  by  all  the  sisters  with  whom  she 
labored. 

We  extend  the  same  sympathy  to  Brother  Elbert  Moore 
and  family  who  have  lost  Sister  Sadie  Agnes  Borsage 
Moore.  She  passed  away  May  22.  Sister  Moore  was 
also  an  outstanding  Relief  Society  worker. 

We  pray  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  will  comfort  the 
hearts  of  the  sorrowing  ones,  that  they  may  find  solace 
and  peace  in  their  hour  of  bereavement. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  H.  Marchani, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

After  due  deliberation,  President  Christiansen  saw 
fit  to  divide  the  state  of  Louisiana,  which  had  been 
previously  one  district,  into  two  districts.  The  northern 
part  of  the  state  was  named  North  Louisiana  District, 
and  the  southern  part  South  Louisiana  District.  Elder 
Charles  H.  Marchant  was  named  president  of  the  North 
District,  and  Elder  Gearld  Neal  took  the  presidency  of 
the  southern  one. 

It  has  been  our  privilege  to  have  our  mission  presi¬ 
dent  with  us  recently.  Conference  was  held  in  the 
City  Hall  of  Alexandria,  and  while  the  attendance  was 
small,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  prevalent,  giving 
those  present  a  real  spiritual  feast.  President  and  Sis¬ 
ter  Christiansen  as  well  as  the  missionaries  bore  strong 
testimonies  of  the  Gospel.  We  enjoyed  very  much  the 
missionary  meeting  and  went  away  with  a  stronger 
determination  to  do  right. 

Elders  Charles  H.  Marchant  and  Gail  P.  Hendricksen 
report  the  following  experience:  "During  our  regular 
visits  to  the  charity  hospital  in  Shreveport,  we  were 
asked  to  administer  to  a  girl  who  had  been  interested 
in  the  Gospel.  She  had  a  leg  infection  and  the  doc¬ 
tors  told  her  it  would  be  a  month  before  she  could 
return  home.  When  we  called  to  see  her  four  days 
later  she  told  us  her  leg  had  improved  so  much  that 
she  could  go  home  the  next  day.  ' 

Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and  Donald  Bailey  have  been 
successful  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  in  Alexandria 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 


On  May  8,  Melvin  Jean  Clarke  was  baptized  by 
Elder  J.  Roger  Hanson  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Hugh 
T.  Stanford. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Ask  and  ye  shall  receive;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you.  This  glorious  promise  is  made  not 
alone  to  the  few  that  have  embraced  the  Gospel,  but 
unto  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God. 

Sisters  Carma  Clawson  and  Hazel  Ferrell  relate  the 
following  experience:  For  some  time  they  have  been 
making  calls  to  the  home  of  a  young  couple  here  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  through  the  young  lady,  her  mother 
has  become  acquainted  with  some  of  our  teachings,  but 
the  mother  would  have  none  of  Mormonism.  Recenliy 
she  asked  the  missionaries  for  a  Book  of  Mormon.  She 
says  she  always  prayed  over  a  question  that  arose,  and 
at  this  time  had  a  desire  to  know  something  about 
the  spirits  of  men  after  death;  so  she  prayed  about 
it,  and  felt  impelled  to  obtain  a  Book  of  Mor*»on. 

Elders  Olaus  Johnson  and  Alfred  Bush  report  that 
they  went  to  hold  a  street  meeiing  in  the  Lee  Circle  in 
New  Orleans  where  there  were  a  number  of  people 
gathered.  The  Elders  felt  their  need  of  divine  help  and 
stepped  aside  to  offer  up  their  petitions.  They  asked 
that  some  one  might  stop  and  inquire  of  their  message. 
They  held  a  fine  meeting  and  when  they  had  finished 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  talking  for  some  time  to 
two  of  three  men  concerning  the  doctrines  of  Mor¬ 
monism. 

We  welcome  info  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the 
waters  of  baptism  Eva  Mae  Newell,  who  was  baptized 
by  Elder  Olaus  Johnson. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

Newton  A.  Ficklin  — From  Gonzales,  La.,  to  S.  Texas. 
Wanda  Clark  — From  Etna,  Wyo.,  to  South  Texas  District. 
Winafred  Lake -From  Oakley,  Utah  to  South  Texas. 
Arden  J.  Wilcox  — From  Fairview,  Utah  to  N.  Louisiana. 

APPOINTMENT 

Oscar  T.  Tracy  — Mission  Genealogical  Supervisor,  re¬ 
placing  Elder  Z.  T.  Champlin,  released. 

TRANSFERS 

J.  Farrell  Shepherd -From  S.  Texas  to  N.  Texas. 
Victor  L.  Oleson  — From  North  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
James  B.  Scollick  — From  West  Texas  to  South  Texas. 

J.  M.  Clark  — From  South  Texas  to  North  Louisiana. 

RELEASES 

J.  R.  Noyes  — Home,  Ephraim,  Utah. 

Alice  D.  Noyes -Home,  Ephraim,  Utah. 

Zachary  T.  Champlin  — Home,  Logan,  Utah. 

Revo  Morrey-Home,  Richfield,  Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 
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misrepresentation,  by  which  the  manufacturers  of  this 
damaging  narcotic  have  so  widely  extended  its  sale, 
is  a  conspiracy  against  our  most  precious  possession, 
youth. 

We  believe  that  the  alarming  increase  since  the  re¬ 
peal  of  prohibition  in  the  consumption  of  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages,  with  their  ancient  evils  of  disease,  poverty, 
crime  and  insanity  and  their  present  frightful  effect  on 
daily  traffic,  is  also  due  in  very  large  measure  to  the 
same  potent  influence,  advertising. 

We  believe  it  is  not  fair  for  the  sake  of  gain,  to  play 
upon  the  susceptibilities  of  youth  by  constantly  re¬ 
peated  enticements,  nor  to  make  boys  and  girls  feel 
that  they  will  live  happier  and  fuller  lives  if  they  use 
these  hurtful  things. 

Guided  by  the  above  statements  and  consistent  with 
the  tradition  of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Associations, 
we  declare  that  in  earnest  support  of  the  program  of 
the  Church  we  pledge  ourselves: 


THAT  WE  WILL  gladly  teach  the  Word  of  Wisdom  as 
a  divinely  revealed  law  of  health; 

THAT  WE  WILL  cheerfully  act  on  ward  or  stake  com¬ 
mittees  as  we  may  be  called,  or  work  under  their  di¬ 
rection  in  carrying  information  to  homes  and  in  making 
friendly  contact  with  individuals. 

AND  THAT  WE  WILL  strive  to  diminish  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  and  tobacco  by  doing  all  that  lies 
in  our  power  to  curb  the  false  and  persuasive  ad¬ 
vertising  of  these  poisonous  and  habit  forming  drugs, 
the  baleful  and  alluring  publicity  that  is  now  deluging 
the  country. 


“For  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all 
things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  in 
bringing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make 
the  captain  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  sufferings."  (Heb.  2:10.) 


Across  the  Sea  and  a  New  Home  in  America 


THE  GREAT  VISION  of  the  Brother  of  Jared  finished  and  provision  made  for  light¬ 
ing  their  vessels,  the  Jaredite  colony  prepared  to  continue  their  migratory  journey. 
There  are  points  of  interest  in  the  preparation  for  launching  and  the  voyage  across 
the  ocean  to  a  promised  land.  From  the  record  of  the  Prophet  Ether  we  quote: 

“And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  they  had  prepared  all  manner  of  food,  that  thereby 
they  might  subsist  upon  the  water,  and  also  food  for  their  flocks  and  herds,  and  what¬ 
soever  beast  or  animal  or  fowl  that  they  should  carry  with  them — and  it  came  to  pass 
that  when  they  had  done  all  these  things  they  got  aboard  of  their  vessels  or  barges, 
and  set  forth  into  the  sea,  commending  themselves  unto  the  Lord  their  God. 

“And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  Lord  God  caused  that  there  should  be  a  furious 
wind  blow  upon  the  face  of  the  waters,  towards  the  promised  land;  and  thus  they  were 
tossed  upon  the  waves  of  the  sea  before  the  wind. 

“And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  were  many  times  buried  in  the  depths  of  the  sea, 
because  of  the  mountain  waves  which  broke  upon  them,  and  also  the  great  and  terrible 
tempests  which  were  caused  by  the  fierceness  of  the  wind. 


“And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  they  were  buried  in  the  deep  there  was  no  water 
that  could  hurt  them,  their  vessels  being  tight  like  unto  a  dish,  and  also  they  were 
tight  like  unto  the  ark  of  Noah;  therefore  when  they  were  encompassed  about  by  many 
waters  they  did  cry  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  did  bring  them  forth  again  upon  the  top 
of  the  waters. 


“And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  wind  did  never  cease  to  blow  towards  the  promised 
land  while  they  were  upon  the  waters;  and  thus  they  were  driven  forth  before  the  wind. 

“And  thus  they  were  driven  forth,  three  hundred  and  forty  and  four  days  upon 
the  water. 

“And  they  did  land  upon  the  shore  of  the  promised  land.  And  when  they  had  set 
their  feet  upon  the  shores  of  the  promised  land  they  bowed  themselves  down  upon  the 
face  of  the  land,  and  did  humble  themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  did  shed  tears  of  joy 
before  the  Lord,  because  of  the  multitude  of  his  tender  mercies  over  them. 

“And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  went  forth  upon  the  face  of  the  land,  and  began 
to  till  the  earth.” 

Just  where  the  colony  landed  we  do  not  know,  but  it  was  somewhere  on  the 
American  continent  which  the  Lord  designated  as  “choice  above  all  other  lands;  and 
he  commanded  that  whoso  should  possess  the  land  should  possess  it  unto  the  Lord  or 
they  should  be  destroyed  when  they  were  ripened  in  iniquity.”  Thus  began  the  his¬ 
tory  of  a  now  extinct  nation  and  people,  the  remains  of  whose  civilization  have  been  per¬ 
plexing  the  scientists  since  the  inception  Of  archaeology  in  America. 

As  Jared  and  his  brother  grew  old  they  called  the  people  together  and  advised 
with  them  as  to  the  form  of  government  that  should  be  adopted  when  these  two  patri¬ 
archs  had  gone.  The  people  clamored  for  a  king.  This  displeased  their  leaders,  the 
Brother  of  Jared  telling  them,  “Surely  this  thing  leadeth  into  captivity”;  but  the  pe¬ 
tition  was  granted  and  a  king  anointed.  It  required  only  the  third  generation  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  prophecy.  In  the  subsequent  history  of  the  people  there  were  periods 
of  righteousness  and  peace  alternating  with  periods  of  wickedness  attended  by  war 
and  peril. 

Perhaps  the  most  disastrous  occurrence  in  the  history  of  the  Jaredite  nation  was 
the  rise  of  “secret  combinations.”  By  their  secret  oaths  and  covenants  they  protected 
evil  deeds  of  wicked  men  and  robbery,  murder,  rebellion,  assassination  and  usurpation 
menaced  the  lives  of  the  people  and  finally  caused  the  destruction  of  the  nation. 
Writing  of  this  evil,  for  the  good  of  future  generations,  Moroni  the  compiler  says: 

“And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  formed  a  secret  combination,  even  as  they  of  old; 
which  combination  is  most  abominable  and  wicked  above  all,  in  the  sight  of  God; 

“For  the  Lord  worketh  not  in  secret  combinations,  neither  doth  he  will  that  man 
should  shed  blood,  but  in  all  things  hath  forbidden  it,  from  the  beginning  of  man. 

“And  now  I,  Moroni,  do  not  write  the  manner  of  their  oaths  and  combinations,  for 
it  hath  been  made  known  unto  me  that  they  are  had  among  all  people,  and  they  are 
had  among  the  Lamanites. 

“And  they  have  caused  the  destruction  of  this  people  of  whom  I  am  now  speaking, 
and  also  the  destruction  of  the  people  of  Nephi. 

“And  whatsoever  nation  shall  uphold  such  secret  combinations,  to  get  power  and 
gain,  until  they  shall  spread  over  the  nation,  behold,  they  shall  be  destroyed.” 


Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  an  Understanding  of  Ancient  Civilization  in  America. 
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A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  Charles  A.  Callis 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

108th  Annual  Conference,  Wednesday,  April  6,  1938 


★ 


I  testify,  that  Heber  J.  Grant 
is  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
by  the  spirit  of  revelation,  to 
lead  and  to  guide  this  people. 
The  introduction  of  this  Church 
Welfare  Movement  has  already 
increased  faith.  It  has  decreased 
selfishness.  It  has  increased  the 
portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
God  has  given  to  his  people. 


★ 


N  THE  SACRED  PAGES  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  these  eternal  truths 
appear: 

Angels  speak  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  wherefore  they  speak  the  words  of  Christ. 
(2  Nephi  32:3.) 

And  again: 

For  when  a  man  speaketh  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  car- 
rieth  it  unto  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  (2  Nephi  33:1.) 

A  man  is  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  In  this  earthen  vessel  are  heavenly 
treasures— an  immortal  spirit  of  which  God  is  the  Father,  the  immortal  Priesthood 
and  the  immortal  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Surely  we  ought  not  to  defile  the  temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  using  things  which  our  Father  hath  forbidden. 

Quite  recently  one  of  the  foremost  captains  of  British  industry  visited  Canada, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  public  address  gave  this  forceful  admonition:  “Do  not  think, “ 


★ 


I  believe  wilh  all  my  heart 
and  know  that  this  Church  is 
built  upon  the  rock  of  revela¬ 
tion  /  and  I  testify  to  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  Joseph  Smith  was 
a  prophet  of  God,  that  he  was 
a  great  revelator  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  to  deliver  unto 
mankind  the  glorious  truths  of 
the  Gospel. 


★ 


Elder  Charles  A.  Callis 
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he  said,  "that  education  weans  you  from 
the  spiritual  law."  He  was,  of  course, 
referring  to  education  in  a  broad  sense, 
to  the  schooling  we  receive  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Life.  But  when  the  spiritual  law 
is  subordinated  to  the  selfish  plans  and 
feelings  of  men,  misery  steps  in.  If  the 
spiritual  law  were  dominant  in  the  hearts 
of  men  there  would  be  no  wars.  With 
few  exceptions  every  war  has  been  "a  rich 
man's  war  and  a  poor  man's  fight."  It 
is  said  that  three-fourths  of  the  men  who 
fought  in  the  Confederate  Army  never 
owned  a  slave. 

President  Brigham  Young  called  Karl 
G.  Maeser,  the  great  educator,  to  go  to 
Provo  to  organize  and  conduct  an  acad¬ 
emy  to  be  established  in  the  name  of  the 
Church — a  Church  school.  Before  leav¬ 
ing  for  Provo  to  start  his  work  he  went  to 
President  Young  and  said:  "Have  you 
any  instructions  to  give  me?" 

The  President  looked  steadily  forward 
for  a  few  moments,  as  though  in  deep 
thought,  then  said:  "Brother  Maeser,  I 
want  you  to  remember  that  you  ought 
not  to  teach  even  the  alphabet  or  the  mul¬ 
tiplication  tables  without  the  Spirit  of 
God.  That  is  all.  God  bless  you.  Good¬ 
bye."  That  was  Dr.  Maeser’s  guiding 
star.  By  that  spirit  he  reached  the  hearts 
and  touched  the  lives  of  thousands  for 
good  and  brought  them  into  that  true 
idealism — the  right  of  the  spiritual  law 
to  be  uppermost  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

The  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  won¬ 
derful.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said: 
"You  might  as  well  baptize  a  bag  of  sand 
as  a  man  if  not  done  in  view  of  the  re¬ 
mission  of  sins  and  getting  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Baptism  by  water  is  but  half  a 
baptism,  and  is  good  for  nothing  without 
the  other  half — that  is,  the  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Ghost."  The  regenerating  and 
cleansing  power  of  the  Spirit  is  a  blessing 
from  heaven. 

Jesus  Christ  tells  us  that  "whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them."  We  are  told 
to  rise  above  all  carnal  desires,  to  walk 
uprightly,  conquering  self,  which  will  give 
us  the  testimony  that  we  are  pleasing  God. 
But  how  can  men  do  these  things  without 
that  greater  power  of  righteousness  in  their 
souls  that  the  Holy  Ghost  brings  to  them; 
that  great  regenerating  force  which  en¬ 
ables  them  to  cast  from  them  lust,  evil 
thoughts,  and  the  thought  of  doing  things 
that  will  hurt  their  fellow  creatures?  This 


great  strength,  the  powerful  operation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  will  make  one  shake  at 
the  very  appearance  of  evil. 

There  is  another  office  of  the  Holy 
Ghost:  He  will  guide  into  all  truth.  The 
Lord  Jesus  said: 

Howbeit  when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  he 
will  guide  you  into  all  truth:  for  he  shall  not  speak  of 
himself;  but  whatsoever  he  shall  hear,  that  shall  he 
speak;  and  he  will  show  you  things  to  corcte. 

He  shall  glorify  me,  for  he  shall  receive  of  mine,  and 
shall  shew  it  unto  you. 

And  again  he  said: 

But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach  you 
all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your  remembrance, 
whatever  I  have  said  unto  you. 

I  hope  that  every  man  in  this  vast  con¬ 
gregation  will  bear  in  mind  this  holy  truth 
so  that  when  he  returns  to  his  home  this 
great  Remembrancer  will  bring  to  his  heart 
and  to  his  mind,  in  the  moment  of  his 
need,  the  instructions  he  has  received  from 
this  pulpit  by  the  servants  of  the  Lord. 

"He  will  guide  you  into  all  truth." 
What  is  truth?  "And  truth  is  knowledge 
of  things  as  they  are,  and  as  they  were, 
and  as  they  are  to  come."  What  a  broad, 
comprehensive  definition  of  truth  the  Lord 
gives!  And  because  we  are  guided  into 
all  truth  by  that  infallible  guide,  the  Com¬ 
forter,  we  hold  dear  to  our  hearts  these 
great  fundamental  principles:  The  divine 
parentage  and  the  mission  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  his  crucifixion  and  divine 
atonement,  the  glorious  resurrection,  eter¬ 
nal  life,  the  eternity  of  the  marriage  cov¬ 
enant, — all  of  which  bring  forth  joys  in¬ 
expressible,  the  unspeakable  gifts  of  God, 
manifested  to  our  souls  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Lord  said  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith: 

Yea,  behold,  I  will  tell  you  in  your  mind  and  in  your 
heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  shall  come  upon  you 
and  which  shall  dwell  in  your  heart. 

Now,  behold,  this  is  the  spirit  of  revelation,-  behold, 
this  is  the  spirit  by  which  Moses  brought  the  children 
of  Israel  through  the  Red  Sea  on  dry  ground. 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  an  infallible  witness 
that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  Stake 
presidents,  bishops  and  all  officers  in  the 
Church  may  have  for  their  guidance  and 
direction  in  the  duties  with  which  thev  are 
entrusted  this  blessed  spirit  of  inspiration, 
so  that  they  will  hear  behind  them  a  voice 
"This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,  when  ye 
turn  to  the  right  hand  or  when  ye  turn 
to  the  left." 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  genius  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood.  Remove  from  this  body 
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of  men,  clothed  with  this  power,  dispos¬ 
sess  them,  if  that  were  possible,  of  the  guid¬ 
ing  influence  of  the  spirit  of  revelation  and 
they  would  be  as  unproductive  in  the  min¬ 
istry  as  the  dry  sand  on  the  seashore. 

The  spirit  of  revelation  directs  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Church  in  the  appointment  of 
officers.  They  pray  to  the  Lord.  "Thou, 
Lord,  which  knowest  the  hearts  of  all 
men,  shew  whether  of  these  two  thou  hast 
chosen."  The  Lord  is  the  searcher  of  the 
heart.  He  knows  the  qualifications,  the 
most  secret  purposes  and  intentions  *  and 
dispositions  of  all  men.  Every  man  whom 
we  have  sustained  by  our  vote  this  after¬ 
noon,  in  the  position  to  which  he  has  been 
appointed,  that  man,  I  testify,  has  been 
chosen  by  the  spirit  of  revelation,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which,  as  I  have  stated  is  the 
genius  of  the  Priesthood.  While  this 
spirit  remains  in  the  Church — and  it  will 
remain  forever — we  need  not  be  afraid 
that  we  will  be  led  astray,  for  God  loves 
us.  He  loves  the  men  whom  he  has  ap¬ 
pointed  and  he  will  move  upon  them,  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  select  men  whom  he 
has  chosen  to  be  overseers  of  the  flock, 
"to  feed  the  Church  of  God." 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  testimony  of 
Jesus.  "No  man,"  said  the  Apostle  Paul, 
"can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost."  The  Savior  declared  that 
"the  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with 
observation,"  not  by  external  show,  for 
the  world  is  deceived  by  outward  orna¬ 
ment.  "Man  looketh  on  the  outward  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the 
heart." 

When  the  Savior  of  the  world  stood 
before  that  cruel  judge,  Pontius  Pilate, 
and  Pilate,  in  a  sneering  manner,  addressed 
this  question  to  the  Savior,  "What  is 
truth?"  the  embodiment  of  truth  was  be¬ 
fore  him.  Truth  personified  was  there. 
But  Pontius  Pilate  could  not  recognize  the 
truth.  Why?  Because  "the  kingdom  of 
God  cometh  not  with  observation." 

"Except  a  man  be  born  again,"  said 
Jesus  Christ,  "he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
of  God,"  and,  "Except  a  man  be  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  It  has  been 
said  by  a  philosopher,  that  the  eye  sees 
what  the  mind  brings  it  the  power  to  see. 
The  talented  artist,  the  organist  who  pre¬ 
sides  at  the  console  of  this  world  faipous 
Tabernacle  Organ,  reads  the  music-  and 
translates  it  into  wonderful  harmonies.  I 
can  see  the  notes  as  well  as  he  can  but  I 


cannot  interpret  them  because  the  power  is 
not  in  my  mind.  I  am  not  a  musician. 
This  organist  has  acquired  this  technical 
training.  He  sees  what  the  mind  gives 
him  the  power  to  see  and  interprets  the 
written  notes  into  this  beautiful  melody 
and  heavenly  music  which  we  have  en¬ 
joyed  at  this  conference. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  have  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  their  hearts.  John  Wesley  rose 
to  a  great  height  of  inspiration  when  he 
said:  "We  through  the  Holy  Ghost  can 
witness  better  things."  Because  we  have 
the  gift  of  the  Spirit  we  can  behold  all 
the  wonderful  truths  of  the  Gospel.  We 
know  the  kingdom  of  God  is  on  the  earth. 
Any  man  that  has  the  Comforter  will 
never  deny  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  inspired,  but  he  will 
revere  it  for  the  Lord  directed  the  men  who 
wrote  that  glorious  instrument. 

Jesus  asked  his  disciples,  saying,  Whom  do  men  say 
that  I  the  Son  of  man  am? 

And  they  said,  Some  say  thou  art  John  the  Baptist; 
some,  Elias;  and  others,  Jeremias,  or  one  of  the 
prophets. 

He  saith  unto  them,  But  whom  say  ye  that  I  am? 

And  Simon  Peter  answered  and  said,  Thou  art  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God. 

And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  Blessed  art 
thou,  Simon-Barjona/  for  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  re¬ 
vealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

And  I  say  unto  thee,  That  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon 
this  rock  I  will  build  my  church;  and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.  (Matthew  16:13-18.) 

Brethren  and  sisters,  may  I  in  humility 
and  in  the  spirit  of  testimony,  declare  in 
the  fear  of  God,  and  in  the  presence  of 
angels,  for  I  believe  there  are  beings  here 
from  the  other  world  listening  to  what  we 
are  saying,  that  I  believe  with  all  my  heart 
and  know  that  this  Church  is  built  upon 
the  rock  of  revelation,  and  I  testify  to  you, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God,  that 
he  was  a  great  revelator  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lord  to  deliver  unto  mankind  the  glorious 
truths  of  the  Gospel. 

Joseph  Smith's  Testimony 

Joseph  Smith,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ, 
through  whose  instrumentality  the  Lord 
established  his  Church  upon  the  earth  for 
the  last  time,  thus  testifies  of  the  resur¬ 
rected  Christ: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which  have  been 
given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last  of  all,  which 
we  give  of  him;  That  He  lives! 

For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of  God; 
and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father. 

Joseph  sealed  the  truth  of  his  noble  tes¬ 
timony  by  his  death. 
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I  testify,  that  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
is  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  the  spirit 
of  revelation,  to  lead  and  to  guide  this 
people.  The  introduction  of  this  Church 
Welfare  movement  has  already  increased 
faith.  It  has  decreased  selfishness.  It 
has  increased  the  portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  God  has  given  to  his  people. 

May  we  sustain  our  President,  his  coun¬ 
selors,  and  all  the  leaders  of  the  Church. 
May  we  sustain  the  rank  and  file  of  our 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  praise  God  that 
this  blessed  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
spirit  of  revelation,  shines  gloriously  in 
this  Church,  is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


ALCOHOLIC  INSANITY  INCREASES 
UNDER  REPEAL 


The  press  quotes  from  a  recent  address 
by  Supt.  Dr.  John  C.  Evans,  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  de¬ 
livered  before  the  Rotary  Club  of  Salem, 
Oregon,  statistics  which  show  that  admis¬ 
sions  of  alcoholic  patients  have  increased 
fivefold  since  repeal.  He  declared  that 
from  a  low  of  3.6  per  cent  of  men  com¬ 
mitted  for  alcoholic  psychosis  in  1926, 
the  percentage  rose  to  9  per  cent  in  1935, 
12  per  cent  in  1936,  and  19.9  per  cent 
in  1937. 

The  population  at  the  hospital  grows 
at  the  rate  of  about  one  hundred  per  year. 
The  capital  investment  required  is  about 
$1,000  per  bed,  and  the  maintenance 
$13.50  per  patient  per  month. 

Will  the  state  liquor  control  board 
and  the  liquor  interests,  in  boasting  of 
the  liquor  revenue  derived  under  repeal, 
deduct  from  the  alleged  profits  this  little 
item  of  increased  expense  to  the  taxpay¬ 
ers?  It  is  but  one  of  the  many  hidden 
increased  costs  of  government  for  which 
the  liquor  interests  are  responsible.  Crime, 
juvenile  delinquency,  paupers,  lost  work¬ 
ing  days,  broken  homes,  all  follow  in  the 
wake  of  licensed  liquor. — The  American 
Issue . 


Every  faithful  Latter-day  Saint  be¬ 
lieves  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that 
to  each  individual  the  free  exercise  of  con¬ 
science,  the  right  and  control  of  property, 
and  the  protection  of  life,  are  inherent 
rights  of  which  he  should  never  be  de¬ 
prived. — Pres.  Heber  J .  Grant. 


THE  SAINTS  EXILED -THEIR  TREK  TO  THE 
ROCKY  MOUNTAINS 

By  ELDER  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG,  of  the  First  Council 
of  Seventy. 


Adapted  from  Radio  Addresses  Broadcast  from  KSL, 
June  12  and  19,  1<>38 


After  the  martyrdom  of  their  Prophet, 
the  Mormons  were  compelled  to  leave  Nau- 
voo  and  flee  to  the  Frontier  country  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi  river. 


Elder  Levi  Edgar  Young 


The  February  days  of  1846  were  bit¬ 
ter  cold,  when  the  pioneers  began  to  cross 
to  the  confines  of  Iowa.  Whither  they 
were  going,  no  one  could  tell.  Some  place 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains!  This  they 
knew,  for  the  time  had  come  to  fulfill 
the  prophecy  of  their  leader,  recently  mar¬ 
tyred.  They  were  fleeing  from  persecu¬ 
tion,  which  they  had  suffered  for  a  period 
of  years  in  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Illinois. 
Their  pilgrimage  to  find  new  homes  in 
the  “Golden  West"  had  begun,  and  like 
the  Children  of  Israel  ages  ago,  they  were 
looking  toward  the  “Promised  Land," 
where  they  might  establish  their  Zion. 

The  winter  blasts  from  the  North  swept 
over  the  land.  Fortunately  for  the  pil¬ 
grims,  they  had  the  forests  of  eastern  Iowa, 
where  they  had  plenty  of  wood  for  fires, 
and  the  bitter  winds  could  in  part  be 
guarded  against.  In  wild  accord,  they 
played  on  every  tree  and  rock,  and  de¬ 
flected  hither  and  thither,  they  were  broken 
into  a  thousand  roaring  currents.  Snow 
fell  constantly,  and  each  bivouac  fire  was 
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I  testify,  that  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
is  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  the  spirit 
of  revelation,  to  lead  and  to  guide  this 
people.  The  introduction  of  this  Church 
Welfare  movement  has  already  increased 
faith.  It  has  decreased  selfishness.  It 
has  increased  the  portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  God  has  given  to  his  people. 

May  we  sustain  our  President,  his  coun¬ 
selors,  and  all  the  leaders  of  the  Church. 
May  we  sustain  the  rank  and  file  of  our 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  praise  God  that 
this  blessed  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
spirit  of  revelation,  shines  gloriously  in 
this  Church,  is  my  prayer,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


ALCOHOLIC  INSANITY  INCREASES 
UNDER  REPEAL 


The  press  quotes  from  a  recent  address 
by  Supt.  Dr.  John  C.  Evans,  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  de¬ 
livered  before  the  Rotary  Club  of  Salem, 
Oregon,  statistics  which  show  that  admis¬ 
sions  of  alcoholic  patients  have  increased 
fivefold  since  repeal.  He  declared  that 
from  a  low  of  3.6  per  cent  of  men  com¬ 
mitted  for  alcoholic  psychosis  in  1926, 
the  percentage  rose  to  9  per  cent  in  1935. 
12  per  cent  in  1936,  and  19.9  per  cent 
in  1937. 

The  population  at  the  hospital  grows 
at  the  rate  of  about  one  hundred  per  year. 
The  capital  investment  required  is  about 
$1,000  per  bed,  and  the  maintenance 
$13.50  per  patient  per  month. 

Will  the  state  liquor  control  board 
and  the  liquor  interests,  in  boasting  of 
the  liquor  revenue  derived  under  repeal, 
deduct  from  the  alleged  profits  this  little 
item  of  increased  expense  to  the  taxpay¬ 
ers?  It  is  but  one  of  the  many  hidden 
increased  costs  of  government  for  which 
the  liquor  interests  are  responsible.  Crime, 
juvenile  delinquency,  paupers,  lost  work¬ 
ing  days,  broken  homes,  all  follow  in  the 
wake  of  licensed  liquor. — The  American 
Issue. 


Every  faithful  Latter-day  Saint  be¬ 
lieves  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  that 
to  each  individual  the  free  exercise  of  con¬ 
science,  the  right  and  control  of  property, 
and  the  protection  of  life,  are  inherent 
rights  of  which  he  should  never  be  de¬ 
prived. — Pres.  Heber  J .  Grant. 


THE  SAINTS  EXILED -THEIR  TREK  TO  THE 
ROCKY  MOUNTAINS 

By  ELDER  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG,  of  the  Firsi  Council 
of  Seventy. 


Adapled  from  Radio  Addresses  Broadcast  from  KSL, 
June  12  and  19,  1038 


After  the  martyrdom  of  their  Prophet, 
the  Mormons  were  compelled  to  leave  Nau- 
voo  and  flee  to  the  Frontier  country  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi  river. 


Elder  Levi  Edgar  Young 


The  February  days  of  1846  were  bit¬ 
ter  cold,  when  the  pioneers  began  to  cross 
to  the  confines  of  Iowa.  Whither  they 
were  going,  no  one  could  tell.  Some  place 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains!  This  they 
knew,  for  the  time  had  come  to  fulfill 
the  prophecy  of  their  leader,  recently  mar¬ 
tyred.  They  were  fleeing  from  persecu¬ 
tion,  which  they  had  suffered  for  a  period 
of  years  in  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Illinois. 
Their  pilgrimage  to  find  new  homes  in 
the  “Golden  West"  had  begun,  and  like 
the  Children  of  Israel  ages  ago,  they  were 
looking  toward  the  “Promised  Land," 
where  they  might  establish  their  Zion. 

The  winter  blasts  from  the  North  swept 
over  the  land.  Fortunately  for  the  pil¬ 
grims,  they  had  the  forests  of  eastern  Iowa, 
where  they  had  plenty  of  wood  for  fires, 
and  the  bitter  winds  could  in  part  be 
guarded  against.  In  wild  accord,  they 
played  on  every  tree  and  rock,  and  de¬ 
flected  hither  and  thither,  they  were  broken 
into  a  thousand  roaring  currents.  Snow 
fell  constantly,  and  each  bivouac  fire  was 
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the  center  of  shivering  women  and  little 
children.  For  many  days  the  sun  shone 
dimly. 

The  first  camp  was  established  at  Su¬ 
gar  Creek,  just  opposite  Nauvoo,  in  the 
territory  of  Iowa.  Babies  were  born  to 
many  of  the  mothers — nine  in  one  night — 
yet  the  pilgrims  sang  their  songs,  expres¬ 
sions  of  faith,  disciplined  into  patience. 
Like  Israel  of  old,  whose  great  outburst  of 
song  after  the  exile  showed  a  deeper  faith 
in  their  God.  so  did  these  pilgrims  to  the 
West  cling  closer  to  Him. 

March  21  was  a  great  day  for  the  Saints, 
for  then  it  was  that  the  organization  of  the 
Camps  of  Israel  was  perfected  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Brigham  Young.  In  the  latter  part 
of  April,  Garden  Grove  was  reached  and 
there  a  settlement  was  established.  It  was 
a  lovely  spot.  The  spring  rains  had  caused 
a  luxuriant  growth  of  grass,  and  groves 
of  quaken-aspen,  maples,  and  oak,  near 
springs  of  clear,  cold  water,  were  helpful 
to  the  pioneers.  Soon  afterward,  another 
settlement  was  made  at  Mount  Pisgah,  and 
on  June  14  they  reached  the  present  site 
of  Council  Bluffs.  These  settlements  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  offering  rest  to  the 
moving  companies,  for  the  planting  of 
crops  to  be  cultivated  and  used  by  those 
who  were  to  follow.  There  was  much 
picturesque  and  arable  woodland.  Food 
products  needed  for  home  use  were  raised, 
and  wheat  and  corn  were  stored  in  gran¬ 
aries.  Cattle  and  horses  were  well  taken 
care  of.  Log  cabins  were  built,  and  the 
families  that  remained  at  these  centers 
made  homes  for  those  who  were  following. 

Establish  Winter  Quarters 

The  main  body  of  pioneers  crossed  the 
Missouri  river,  and  Winter  Quarters  'was 
established.  The  land  was  held  by  the 
Omaha  Indians,  and  they  being  at  war 
with  the  Sioux,  they  deemed  it  a  protection 
for  them  and  an  advantage  to  make  friends 
with  the  whites.  Permission  was  granted 
the  pioneers  to  occupy  the  Indian  lands  for 
a  period  not  to  exceed  two  years.  Winter 
Quarters  was  well  supplied  with  wood  and 
water,  and  when  the  Mormons  took  up 
their  abode  there,  it  was  an  abandoned 
stockade,  in  fairly  good  condition.  Here 
the  main  body  of  pioneers  remained  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  of  1846-1847.  By  De¬ 
cember,  1846,  approximately  538  log 
houses  had  been  built,  and  83  sod  houses. 
The  little  town  was  laid  out  in  sym¬ 


metrical  blocks,  separated  by  regular  streets. 
The  houses  not  only  afforded  shelter,  but 
were  made  comfortable  by  the  large  fire 
places,  always  kept  ablaze  with  logs  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter.  There  is  an  old  saying 
that  where  a  family  lives  unitedly  in  the 
bond  of  faith  and  worship,  there  you  find 
the  comfort  of  home.  The  Saints  at  Win¬ 
ter  Quarters  were  comforted.  This  does 
not  mean,  however,  that  their  trials  and 
sorrows  were  light.  The  winter  was  a 
hard  one.  The  people  were  of  a  refined 
nature,  and  as  a  consequence  were  sensitive 
to  hardships  and  sorrows.  Tragedy  stalked 
abroad  that  winter.  Many  died  of  disease 
and  exposure  but  the  people  never  lost 
heart.  Naturally  the  question  of  material 
existence  and  life  had  first  to  be  settled. 
They  began  the  struggle  for  achievement, 
and  their  obstacles  were  only  new  possi¬ 
bilities  to  create  beneficent  energy.  With¬ 
out  battle,  there  is  no  victory.  They  la¬ 
bored  every  day — men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren.  No  war,  no  hatred,  but  the  best 
constructive  concepts  were  in  their  hearts. 
This  they  proved  by  their  ideals,  expressed 
in  the  building  of  a  house  of  worship — 
their  Tabernacle. 

Schools  were  opened  and  a  fine  ecclesi¬ 
astical  and  civil  government  was  soon  run¬ 
ning  smoothly.  Eight  thousand  dollars 
were  spent  for  machinery  and  stones  for 
the  water-flouring-mill.  Many  loads  of 
willow  baskets  were  made  by  the  women. 
The  women  knew  what  work  and  thrift 
meant.  Foods  were  raised  for  home  use, 
and  quantities  of  wheat  and  corn  were 
harvested  in  the  summer  of  1847.  They 
made  yeast  and  soap;  they  dried  meat  and 
fruits;  they  hulled  corn;  they  gathered  and 
prepared  medicinal  herbs;  they  had  their 
poultry,  and  churned  their  own  butter. 
No  warfare  with  Indians  was  experienced. 

A  council  house  was  built,  where  ques¬ 
tions  of  government  and  policies  were  con¬ 
sidered.  It  was  here  that  Brigham  Young 
devised  his  scheme  of  organization,  and 
the  plan  pertaining  to  the  march  to  the 
far- west  was  made  known,  a  plan  pursuant 
to  a  revelation  on  January  14,  1847.  The 
Sabbath  service  at  Winter  Quarters  was 
a  holy  worship.  The  people  all  went  to 
"meeting,”  and  were  united  in  songs  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving. 

Sorrow  and  Toil 

Should  a  painting  be  made  of  those 
pioneers  during  the  winter  of  1846-47, 
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it  would  express  almost  the  entire  gamut 
of  human  sorrow  and  toil.  For  death 
stalked  abroad  in  home  and  field,  and  sick¬ 
ness  brought  anxiety  and  long  suffering. 
There  were  over  six  hundred  burials  in 
the  little  cemetery  during  the  winter,  and 
vet  the  people  never  grew  disheartened. 
They  looked  forward  to  the  sunny  days 
of  tomorrow,  when  they  were  to  find  a 
place  of  rest  in  the  far  off  vales  of*  the 
farther  West.  What  great  faith  was  theirs ! 
Could  one  have  looked  into  a  cabin  home 
of  that  day,  one  would  have  seen  the 
housewife  spinning  and  knitting,  and  mak¬ 
ing  leggings  from  deer  and  elk  skins.  "As 
evening  approached,"  says  one  writer,  "the 
tinkling  of  cattle  bells  announced  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  men,  when  the  women  and 
children  went  forth  to  meet  them,  and  to 
welcome  them  back  to  their  log  hut  and 
frugal  meal.  Then  a  little  later  all  sounds 
were  hushed  save  that  on  the  still  night 
arose  the  strains  of  the  evening  hymn  and 
the  murmur  of  the  evening  prayers,  the 
day  closing  as  it  had  commenced,  with  a 
supplication  for  the  blessing  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  They  felt  that  security  through 
their  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  turning  to  their 
Bibles,  they  read  at  the  evening  table,  the 
words  of  Job: 

If  thou  stretch  out  thine  hands  toward  Him, 

Thou  shalt  forget  thy  misery,  and  remember  it,  as  waters 

pass  away; 

Thou  shalt  be  secure,  because  there  is  hope; 

Thou  shalt  take  thy  rest  in  safety; 

Thou  shalt  lie  down  and  none  shall  make  thee  afraid. 

And  so  did  those  pilgrims  take  up  the 
trek  to  the  land  of  sunshine — to  .the  land 
of  promise. 

Be  strong  and  of  good  courage,  fear  not  nor  be 
afraid  of  them;  for  the  Lord  thy  God,  He  it  is  that  doth 
go  with  thee;  He  will  not  fail  thee  or  forsake  thee.” 

After  the  cold  and  trying  season  at  Win¬ 
ter  Quarters,  preparations  were  made  for 
the  first  company  of  pioneers  to  move 
westward  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Lead¬ 
ing  the  company  was  President  Brigham 
Young,  who  had  succeeded  Joseph  Smith 
as  head  of  the  Church.  There  were  in 
that  first  group  143  men,  three  women, 
and  two  children.  They  had  seventy-three 
wagons  drawn  by  horses  and  mules.  West¬ 
ward  across  the  uninhabited  country  the 
column  moved  slowly.  At  night,  their 
fires  burned  along  the  Platte  river.  By 
day,  the  prairies  echoed  with  the  creak  of 
the  heavy  wagons  as  they  crossed  the  deso¬ 
late  plains.  It  was  a  new  world  toward 
which  they  were  going,  and  they  were  in 


the  shadow  of  exile.  Their  wagons  were 
heavily  loaded  with  farming  implements 
and  household  goods.  They  were  not 
afraid,  though  Indians  might  have  at¬ 
tacked  them  at  any  minute. 

Those  who  have  read  the  story  of  that 
historic  company  as  they  journeyed  over 
the  plans  will  always  be  impressed  with 
the  high  idealism  of  every  member  of  the 
pioneer  band.  They  were  on  their  way  to 
the  West,  where  they  could  build  a  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  devote  their  lives  to  the 
service  of  their  God.  This  was  their  mo¬ 
tive — this  was  the  lure  that  from  day  to 
day  gave  them  hope  and  determination. 
The  storms  came  and  beat  upon  them;  the 
pioneer  camp  at  night  was  but  a  speck  in 
the  great  waste  of  the  unknown,  where 
Indians  lurked  to  waylay  the  passing  emi¬ 
grant,  and  the  wild  buffalo  roamed.  The 
howl  of  the  wolves  made  the  very  air  sol¬ 
emn  and  dismal,  but  God  was  their  refuge 
and  strength;  a  very  present  help  in  trou¬ 
ble.  Judge  C.  C.  Goodwin,  late  Editor 
of  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune,  wrote  of  that 
journey  and  said: 

Day  by  day,  the  train  toiled  on  its  weary  journey. 
There  was  the  same  limitless  expanse  of  wilderness 
around  them  at  dawn  and  at  sunset.  The  same  howl 
of  wolves  was  their  only  lullaby  as  they  sank  to  sleep 
at  night.  Only  the  planets  and  far  off  stars  rolling  on 
their  sublime  courses  and  smiling  down  upon  them 
from  the  upper  deep,  gave  them  a  feeling  of  mystery. 
In  sunshine  and  in  storm,  they  pressed  onward  for  five 
hundred  miles,  then  followed  five  hundred  miles  more 
over  the  rugged  mountains,  which  make  the  back-bone 
of  the  continent.  Their  teams  grew  steadily  weaker, 
more  and  more  obstructions  were  interposed  in  their 
path,  but  they  never  faltered.  What  must  the  women 
of  that  company  have  endured!  As  the  men  slept,  the, 
women  lay  listening  to  the  bark  of  the  wolves  and  the 
hoot  of  the  owls. 

It  was  a  lovely  Valley  that  the  Mormon 
pioneers  looked  upon  that  July  morning 
in  1847.  It  had  lain  for  ages  almost  un¬ 
known  to  man. 

Indian  wigwams  were  hidden  in  the 
sage  brush,  but  no  Indian  showed  himself 
on  that  July  day.  The  whites  had  come, 
and  their  evening  fires  gave  peculiar  notice 
that  they  too  would  build  their  "wig¬ 
wams"  in  the  land  of  sunshine  and 
flowers.  The  Indians  were  lying  low. 

"THIS  IS  THE  PLACE,"  declared 
Brigham  Young.  The  Promised  Land 
had  been  reached,  and  among  other  things 
there  was  one  thing  to  do  and  that  was 
to  get  down  to  the  soil  and  conquer  it. 
So  they  got  down  to  the  soil,  those  pio¬ 
neers.  They  turned  the  waters  of  the 
mountain  stream  on  to  the  land  and 
plowed  and  planted.  A  prayer  of  dedi- 
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cation  was  offered  by  one  of  the  brethren, 
and  then  the  work  of  plowing  and  plant¬ 
ing  continued. 

Sabbath  Services 

The  following  day  was  the  Sabbath, 
and  the  people  in  meeting  listened  to  ser¬ 
mons  from  some  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Church.  Apostle  Orson  Pratt  took  for 
his  text  the  words  of  Isaiah: 

How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of 
Him  that  bringeih  good  tidings /Jthat  publisheth  peace, 
that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  sal¬ 
vation,  that  saith  unto  Zion  Thy  God  reigneth.  Thy 
watchman  shall  lift  up  the  voice  .  .  with  the  voice  to¬ 
gether  shall  they  sing,  for  they  shall  see  eye  to  eye 
when  the  Lord  shall  bring  again  Zion. 

It  had  been  a  long  trek  over  the  plains 
to  these  vales  of  Utah,  and  noted  American 
historians  like  Frederick  J.  Turner  and 
Catherine  Coman  have  appreciated  its  sig¬ 
nificance.  About  20,000  people  were  led 
and  directed  across  the  plains  by  one  of 
America's  greatest  colonizers  —  Brigham 
Young.  A  man  of  pioneering  poverty,  all 
the  beginnings  of  his  life,  all  his  early  sur¬ 
roundings,  went  to  make  up  the  fibre  of 
his  nature  and  to  give  it  tone.  His  cour¬ 
age  was  natural,  almost  unconscious.  He 
met  danger  and  trials  with  that  simple, 
powerful  faith  in  God  that  is  always  the 
mark  of  a  great  man.  Kind  and  gentle, 
yet  rising  in  strength  as  occasion  demand¬ 
ed,  he  had  a  freedom  of  spirit  which  de¬ 
clared  itself  in  unfailing  good  humor.  He 
had  the  power  to  keep  his  people  and  him¬ 
self  in  good  heart.  As  a  civic  leader  he 
had  a  ceaseless  devotion  to  the  claims  of 
justice.  He  believed  that  there  is  a  call 
of  God  to  nations  as  well  as  to  men,  and 
he  looked  upon  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  with  its  Constitution  as 
its  background,  as  a  government  called  of 
God. 

Others  Follow 

Following  the  path  of  the  original  com¬ 
pany  of  pioneers  came  the  first  great  emi¬ 
gration  of  1847.  President  Young  had 
left  instructions  for  the  remaining  people 
to  follow  his  company  and  to  organize 
according  to  the  original  plan  as  given  in 
the  revelation  concerning  the  movement  of 
the  Saints.  The  later  companies  were 
under  the  general  supervision  of  Parley 
P.  Pratt  and  John  Taylor,  apostles,  who 
had  returned  from  the  British  mission  too 
late  to  join  the  first  company.  Parley 
P.  Pratt  says  in  his  autobiography: 


After  a  few  days'  rest  I  began  to  prepare  for  journey¬ 
ing  to  the  mountains  with  my  family.  My  wagons 
were  overhauled  and  put  in  order,  tires  reset,  chains 
made  or  mended,  etc.  This  occupied  most  of  my  time 
until  June.  Early  in  June  I  loaded  my  goods  and 
family  into  my  wagon,  and,  obtaining  a  few  more  cat¬ 
tle,  started  for  the  Rocky  Mountains,  or  rather  for  the 
Elkhorn  river,  where  we  expected  to  form  a  rendezvous. 

.  .  Arriving  at  Elkhorn  we  made  our  own  company  of 
about  fifty  wagons.  We  then  organized  for  herding 
and  grazing  purposes,  and  continued  to  aid  others  in 
crossing  and  organizing,  until  566  wagons  were  finally 
crossed  and  organized  ready  for  a  march. 

These  wagons  were  organized  into  groups  of  one 
hundred  each,  and  these  again  into  companies  of  fifties 
and  tens.  The  five  captains  of  hundreds  were:  Orson 
Spencer,  Edward  Hunter,  Jedediah  M.  Grant,  Abraham 
O.  Smoot,  and  Charles  C.  Rich.  The  last  company 
under  Rich  carried  several  pieces  of  artillery.  In  the 
entire  command  were  1553  souls,  with  2213  oxen,  124 
horses,  887  cows,  358  sheep,  35  hogs  and  716  chickens. 

Direct  Other  Groups 

Meanwhile  President  Young  with  other 
leaders  of  the  Church  had  returned  to 
Winter  Quarters  to  direct  the  movement 
of  the  other  companies  to  Utah.  It  was 
now  that  an  important  emigration  epistle 
was  issued  to  the  Saints,  which  gave  pur¬ 
poses  and  destination.  It  was  dated  De¬ 
cember  23,  1847  and  reads  in  part: 

"To  the  saints  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales 
and  adjacent  islands  and  countries,  we  say,  emigrate 
as  speedily  as  possible  to  this  vicinity,  looking  to  and 
following  the  counsel  of  the  presidency  at  Liverpool, 
shipping  to  New  Orleans  and  thence  direct  to  Council 
Bluffs,  which  will  save  much  expense.  Those  who 
have  but  little  means  and  little  or  no  labor,  will  soon 
exhaust  that  means  if  they  remain  where  they  are. 
Therefore,  it  is  wisdom  that  they  remove  without  de¬ 
lay,  for  here  is  a  land  on  which,  by  their  labor,  they 
can  speedily  belter  their  condition  for  their  further 
journey.  .  .  bringing  with  you  all  kinds  of  choice  seeds 
of  grain,  vegetables  and  fruits,  shrubbery,  trees  and 
vines.  .  .  also  the  best  stock  of  beast,  bird  or  fowl  of 
every  kind,  also  the  best  tools  and  machinery  for 
spinning  or  weaving  and  dressing  cotton,  wool,  flax 
or  silk  .  .  or  models  and  descriptions  of  the  same,  by 
which  they  can  construct  them  .  .  .  and  the  same  in 
relation  to  all  kinds  of  farming  utensils  and  husbandry, 
such  as  corn  shellers,  grain  threshers  and  cleaners, 
smut  machines,  mills,  etc. 

Pueblo  Group  Joins 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  after  the 
pioneers  arrived  at  Fort  Laramie,  they  were 
joined  by  a  company  of  seventeen  immi¬ 
grants  of  the  Saints  who  had  wintered  at 
Pueblo,  and  who  were  members  of  the 
Mormon  Battalion.  They  had  come  up 
in  five  wagons.  In  this  group  were  six 
women  by  the  name  of  Crow  and  one 
other.  They  with  Harriet  Page  Wheeler 
Young,  Clarissa  Decker  Young,  and  Ellen 
Saunders  Kimball  were  the  women  of  that 
first  pioneer  band  to  enter  the  Valley  of 
the  Great  Salt  Lake  on  that  lovely  July 
morning.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  over 
two  thousand  of  the  Saints  had  crossed 
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the  plains  to  join  the  pioneers  in  the 
valley. 

The  settlement  of  the  vales  of  the 
Wasatch  was  a  fine  example  of  American 
colonization.  Colonization  means  the 
founding  and  developing  of  new  com¬ 
munities  where  civilization  has  never  been 
before.  It  is  the  expansion  of  a  new  com¬ 
munity  into  a  new  territory.  It  is  the 
subduing  of  vast  stretches  of  virgin  soil 
and  changing  it  into  farms,  homes,  and 
civic  life.  The  pioneers  of  Utah  had  only 
the  two  factors  that  make  for  economic 
life — land  and  labor.  By  a  process  of  sav¬ 
ing  and  accumulation  they  obtained  their 
homes  and  farming  implements.  When 
they  made  their  way  into  the  wilderness, 
they  provided  their  own  means  of  trans¬ 
portation,  carried  with  them  their  sup¬ 
plies  and  sustenance,  their  tools  and  uten¬ 
sils,  with  which  to  begin  their  industries. 
They  created  by  labor  and  increase,  and 
soon,  the  desert — the  sage  brush  land — 
was  green  and  golden  in  fields  of  plenty. 
True,  most  of  the  people  were  poor;  the 
families  were  large;  and  the  burden  of 
providing  for  them  was  heavy  and  discour¬ 
aging.  At  times,  they  were  compelled  to 
find  food  in  nature — the  wild  berries  and 
roots  of  the  sego  lily  were  helpful. 

During  the  summer,  a  fort  was  built 
for  protection  against  the  Indians  and  here 
during  the  winter,  the  Saints  found  refuge. 
Salt  Lake  City  was  laid  out  and  named 
within  one  month,  and  colonists  were  sent 
out  to  locate  new  settlements  both  north 
and  south. 

The  industrial  growth  of  Utah  has  been 
steady  and  sure.  The  people  have  built 
the  fundamental  institutions  of  civiliza¬ 
tion — agriculture,  the  home,  the  state,  the 
Church,  and  the  public  school.  It  may  be 
truthfully  said  that  side  by  side  with  the 
development  of  the  natural  resources  of 
Utah — our  temporal  history — the  “Mor¬ 
mon"  people  have  constantly  cultivated 
those  things  that  make  for  culture.  The 
growth  of  the  culture  of  the  people  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  virility  and 
vision  of  its  leaders.  In  the  process  of 
expansions,  the  "Mormon"  people  have 
won  distinction  not  alone  in  industrial 
enterprise,  but  in  the  fine  arts  as  well. 
This  bond  of  sympathy  between  the  prac¬ 
tical  and  the  aesthetic,  between  reality  and 
vision,  the  ‘‘Mormon"  people  have  ever 
regarded  as  the  secret  of  present  strength, 
and  the  measure  of  enduring  achievement. 
Count  Herman  Keyserling  in  his  Travel 


Diary  of  a  Philosopher,  one  of  the  most 
renowned  philosophic  works  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  says  in  reference  to  the  economic  and 
social  development  of  Utah: 

The  Mormons  have  achieved  a  civilization  hardly 
attained  by  any  other  people/  in  barely  half  a  century 
they  have  changed  a  salt  desert  into  a  garden. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  MORMONISM 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Calif. 

Tourists  interested  in  Mormonism — 
and  what  tourist  is  not,  in  one  way  or 
another — should  not  fail  to  stop  off  at 
Florence  (near  Omaha) ,  Nebraska,  and 


Elder  L.  Valess  Dewey 

view  the  old  Mormon  cemetery  there.  The 
chief  monument  of  this  cemetery  is,  in  the 
humble  opinion  of  the  writer,  outstand¬ 
ing  in  typifying  the  spirit  of  Mormonism. 

And  along  with  impressing  of  the  spirit 
of  Mormonism,  this  monument  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  reminder  of  the  early  history  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  For  as  one  looks  upon  the  sor¬ 
rowing  mother  of  the  monument,  then  to 
the  determined  father  bowed  in  grief,  and 
finally  to  the  casket  of  the  little  one  be¬ 
fore  them,  he  is  struck  with  awe  and  rev¬ 
erence.  And  then  he  sees,  in  the  spade 
which  the  Mormon  father  holds  in  his 
hand,  a  symbol  of  the  pioneer  spirit — 
the  spirit  which  has  made  Mormonism 
outstanding  in  the  world,  both  the  world 
of  yesterday  and  the  world  of  today. 

As  the  writer  viewed  the  likeness  of  this 
remarkable  Mormon  monument,  the  words 
of  the  Psalmist  came  to  him  with  unusual 
force:  ‘‘My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my 
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the  plains  to  join  the  pioneers  in  the 
valley. 

The  settlement  of  the  vales  of  the 
Wasatch  was  a  fine  example  of  American 
colonization.  Colonization  means  the 
founding  and  developing  of  new  com¬ 
munities  where  civilization  has  never  been 
before.  It  is  the  expansion  of  a  new  com¬ 
munity  into  a  new  territory.  It  is  the 
subduing  of  vast  stretches  of  virgin  soil 
and  changing  it  into  farms,  homes,  and 
civic  life.  The  pioneers  of  Utah  had  only 
the  two  factors  that  make  for  economic 
life — land  and  labor.  By  a  process  of  sav¬ 
ing  and  accumulation  they  obtained  their 
homes  and  farming  implements.  When 
they  made  their  way  into  the  wilderness, 
they  provided  their  own  means  of  trans¬ 
portation,  carried  with  them  their  sup¬ 
plies  and  sustenance,  their  tools  and  uten¬ 
sils,  with  which  to  begin  their  industries. 
They  created  by  labor  and  increase,  and 
soon,  the  desert — the  sage  brush  land — 
was  green  and  golden  in  fields  of  plenty. 
True,  most  of  the  people  were  poor;  the 
families  were  large;  and  the  burden  of 
providing  for  them  was  heavy  and  discour¬ 
aging.  At  times,  they  were  compelled  to 
find  food  in  nature — the  wild  berries  and 
roots  of  the  sego  lily  were  helpful. 

During  the  summer,  a  fort  was  built 
for  protection  against  the  Indians  and  here 
during  the  winter,  the  Saints  found  refuge. 
Salt  Lake  City  was  laid  out  and  named 
within  one  month,  and  colonists  were  sent 
out  to  locate  new  settlements  both  north 
and  south. 

The  industrial  growth  of  Utah  has  been 
steady  and  sure.  The  people  have  built 
the  fundamental  institutions  of  civiliza¬ 
tion — agriculture,  the  home,  the  state,  the 
Church,  and  the  public  school.  It  may  be 
truthfully  said  that  side  by  side  with  the 
development  of  the  natural  resources  of 
Utah — our  temporal  history — the  ‘‘Mor¬ 
mon"  people  have  constantly  cultivated 
those  things  that  make  for  culture.  The 
growth  of  the  culture  of  the  people  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  virility  and 
vision  of  its  leaders.  In  the  process  of 
expansions,  the  "Mormon"  people  have 
won  distinction  not  alone  in  industrial 
enterprise,  but  in  the  fine  arts  as  well. 
This  bond  of  sympathy  between  the  prac¬ 
tical  and  the  aesthetic,  between  reality  and 
vision,  the  "Mormon"  people  have  ever 
regarded  as  the  secret  of  present  strength, 
and  the  measure  of  enduring  achievement. 
Count  Herman  Keyserling  in  his  Travel 


Diary  of  a  Philosopher,  one  of  the  most 
renowned  philosophic  works  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  says  in  reference  to  the  economic  and 
social  development  of  Utah: 

The  Mormons  have  achieved  a  civilization  hardly 
attained  by  any  other  people/  in  barely  half  a  century 
they  have  changed  a  salt  desert  into  a  garden. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  MORMONISM 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Calif. 

Tourists  interested  in  Mormonism — 
and  what  tourist  is  not,  in  one  way  or 
another — should  not  fail  to  stop  off  at 
Florence  (near  Omaha),  Nebraska,  and 


Elder  L.  Valess  Dewey 

view  the  old  Mormon  cemetery  there.  The 
chief  monument  of  this  cemetery  is,  in  the 
humble  opinion  of  the  writer,  outstand¬ 
ing  in  typifying  the  spirit  of  Mormonism. 

And  along  with  impressing  of  the  spirit 
of  Mormonism,  this  monument  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  reminder  of  the  early  history  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  For  as  one  looks  upon  the  sor¬ 
rowing  mother  of  the  monument,  then  to 
the  determined  father  bowed  in  grief,  and 
finally  to  the  casket  of  the  little  one  be¬ 
fore  them,  he  is  struck  with  awe  and  rev¬ 
erence.  And  then  he  sees,  in  the  spade 
which  the  Mormon  father  holds  in  his 
hand,  a  symbol  of  the  pioneer  spirit — 
the  spirit  which  has  made  Mormonism 
outstanding  in  the  world,  both  the  world 
of  yesterday  and  the  world  of  today. 

As  the  writer  viewed  the  likeness  of  this 
remarkable  Mormon  monument,  the  words 
of  the  Psalmist  came  to  him  with  unusual 
force:  "My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my 
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heart  is  fixed."  Then,  somehow,  those 
words  seemed  to  weave  themselves  into 
early  Mormon  history. 

And  truly  all  types  and  classes  of  God's 
children  have  served  in  making  this  his¬ 
tory.  There  was  the  varied  group  of  first 
converts  which  settled  in  Jackson  County, 
Missouri,  in  the  early  '30’s  of  the  nine- 
teenth  century.  These  were  gathered  from 
the  various  states  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  mainly  poor  in  this  world's  goods. 
In  my  mind’s  eye  I  see  the  suffering  which 
these  first  Latter-day  Saints  were  forced 
to  undergo  in  being  driven  from  their 
homes  by  mob  violence.  And  I  seem  to 
hear  again  those  words  of  the  Psalmist  in 
latter-day  setting:  "My  heart  is  fixed,  O 
God,  my  heort  is  fixed!" 

Then  there  was  that  fearless  group  of 
English  converts  who  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  sailing  vessels  in  the  early  '40's.  Their 
route  of  travel  was  via  New  Orleans,  and 
up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Nauvoo,  Illi¬ 
nois — then  the  gathering  place  of  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints.  These  newly  made  con¬ 
verts,  like  those  in  Missouri,  were  also 
forced  by  mob  fury  to  leave  their  newly 
found  American  homes.  And  this  too, 
only  a  few  months  after  enduring  the 
hardships  of  crossing  the  Atlantic,  mostly 
by  steerage,  in  those  early  days  of  unsani¬ 
tation  and  lack  of  the  necessities  of  life. 
But  they  also  held  on  to  the  faith  of  the 
Saints,  despite  hardships  and  trials  almost 
unsurmountable.  Again  I  seem  to  hear 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist  in  latter-day  set¬ 
ting:  "My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my 

heart  is  fixed!" 

Finally,  there  were  those  many  groups 
combined  in  one,  the  sum  of  Mormon 
proselyting  in  Canada,  England,  and  the 
various  states  of  the  United  States,  who 
found  themselves  at  Winter  Quarters  on 
the  Nebraska  side  of  the  Missouri  river, 
in  the  year  1846  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards.  This  varied  but  fraternal  crowd 
of  latter-day  believers  were  from  all  walks 
of  life.  Some  had  been  farmers,  some 
workers  in  the  congested  districts  of  large 
cities,  others  had  been  professional  people 
in  high  standing.  All  had  very  recently 
undergone  trials  and  troubles  almost  be¬ 
yond  description.  Yet  again  they  were 
facing  an  almost  unbelievable  crisis. 

For  these  Godly  and  grossly  misunder¬ 
stood  people  were  huddled  together,  as  it 
were,  in  rudely  constructed  log  cabins;  or 
existing  temporarily  in  dugouts  made  in 
bluffs  of  the  muddy  Missouri  river.  They 


had  no  money,  and  practically  no  food. 
The  nearest  white  people  were  those  of 
northern  Missouri — a  people  then  radically 
hostile  to  Mormons  and  Mormonism.  Yet 
many  of  these  determined  pioneers  set  out 
to  find  work  among  their  would-be  per¬ 
secutors,  in  order  that  they  might  provide 
a  little  food  for  their  suffering  families. 
And  through  it  all  sickness,  disease,  and 
near  famine  stalked  abroad  in  the  Mormon 
camp.  Hundreds  were  stricken.  Scores 
of  innocent  children  suffered  and  died  in 
misery  and  near  starvation.  Likewise,  the 
aged  and  the  infirm  gave  their  lives  will¬ 
ingly  and  gladly  for  the  cause  they  had 
espoused. 

Such,  in  scant  outline,  is  the  background 
for  the  monument  erected  recently  in  the 
old  Mormon  cemetery  at  Florence,  Ne¬ 
braska.  Such  was  the  suffering,  such  were 
the  deaths — many  scores  of  them — cheer¬ 
fully  endured  for  the  sake  of  the  restored 
Gospel.  And  again,  methinks  I  hear  that 
old  supplication  and  triumphant  refrain 
from  the  lips  of  David,  the  Psalmist:  “My 
heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed!” 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  Mormonism.  And 
surely  that  spirit  is  just  as  much  alive  today 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  as  it  was  nearly  a  century  ago. 
The  world,  and  in  particular  the  United 
States,  is  facing  a  grave  crisis.  Just  what 
lies  immediately  ahead,  no  one  can  say. 
Yet  it  is  the  conviction  of  the  writer  that 
the  spirit  of  Mormonism  has  a  definite 
mission  in  this  troubled  world  of  ours. 
Indeed,  the  Mormon  Church  Security  Plan 
is  already  a  concrete  evidence  to  support 
this  conviction.  Already  the  spirit  of 
Mormonism  begins  to  show  the  way. 

Yes,  the  world  will  yet  realize  that  the 
spirit  of  Mormonism  can  save  humanity, 
both  here  and  hereafter. 


AN  APPEAL 

By  EVELYN  WOOSTER  VINER,  Sania  Maria,  Calii. 

Steel  not  your  heart  against  the  friendless, 
The  forsaken,  the  forlorn,  nor  pain  them 
With  stolid  indifference. 

Perchance  as  many  souls  may  be  reclaimed 
By  kindliness  as  by  the  most  elegant 
oratory. 

Let  no  one  be  too  humble,  too  unworthy, 
To  receive  consideration. 

Remember  that  Jesus  came  not  to  call  the 
Righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance. 
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heart  is  fixed.”  Then,  somehow,  those 
words  seemed  to  weave  themselves  into 
early  Mormon  history. 

And  truly  all  types  and  classes  of  God's 
children  have  served  in  making  this  his¬ 
tory.  There  was  the  varied  group  of  first 
converts  which  settled  in  Jackson  County, 
Missouri,  in  the  early  '30’s  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  These  were  gathered  from 
the  various  states  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  mainly  poor  in  this  world's  goods. 
In  my  mind’s  eye  I  see  the  suffering  which 
these  first  Latter-day  Saints  were  forced 
to  undergo  in  being  driven  from  their 
homes  by  mob  violence.  And  I  seem  to 
hear  again  those  words  of  the  Psalmist  in 
latter-day  setting:  “My  heart  is  fixed,  O 
God,  my  heort  is  fixed!” 

Then  there  was  that  fearless  group  of 
English  converts  who  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  sailing  vessels  in  the  early  '40’s.  Their 
route  of  travel  was  via  New  Orleans,  and 
up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Nauvoo,  Illi¬ 
nois — then  the  gathering  place  of  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints.  These  newly  made  con¬ 
verts,  like  those  in  Missouri,  were  also 
forced  by  mob  fury  to  leave  their  newly 
found  American  homes.  And  this  too, 
only  a  few  months  after  enduring  the 
hardships  of  crossing  the  Atlantic,  mostly 
by  steerage,  in  those  early  days  of  unsani¬ 
tation  and  lack  of  the  necessities  of  life. 
But  they  also  held  on  to  the  faith  of  the 
Saints,  despite  hardships  and  trials  almost 
unsurmountable.  Again  I  seem  to  hear 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist  in  latter-day  set¬ 
ting:  “My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my 

heart  is  fixed!” 

Finally,  there  were  those  many  groups 
combined  in  one,  the  sum  of  Mormon 
proselyting  in  Canada,  England,  and  the 
various  states  of  the  United  States,  who 
found  themselves  at  Winter  Quarters  on 
the  Nebraska  side  of  the  Missouri  river, 
in  the  year  1846  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards.  This  varied  but  fraternal  crowd 
of  latter-day  believers  were  from  all  walks 
of  life.  Some  had  been  farmers,  some 
workers  in  the  congested  districts  of  large 
cities,  others  had  been  professional  people 
in  high  standing.  All  had  very  recently 
undergone  trials  and  troubles  almost  be¬ 
yond  description.  Yet  again  they  were 
facing  an  almost  unbelievable  crisis. 

For  these  Godly  and  grossly  misunder¬ 
stood  people  were  huddled  together,  as  it 
were,  in  rudely  constructed  log  cabins;  or 
existing  temporarily  in  dugouts  made  in 
bluffs  of  the  muddy  Missouri  river.  They 


had  no  money,  and  practically  no  food. 
The  nearest  white  people  were  those  of 
northern  Missouri — a  people  then  radically 
hostile  to  Mormons  and  Mormonism.  Yet 
many  of  these  determined  pioneers  set  out 
to  find  work  among  their  would-be  per¬ 
secutors,  in  order  that  they  might  provide 
a  little  food  for  their  suffering  families. 
And  through  it  all  sickness,  disease,  and 
near  famine  stalked  abroad  in  the  Mormon 
camp.  Hundreds  were  stricken.  Scores 
of  innocent  children  suffered  and  died  in 
misery  and  near  starvation.  Likewise,  the 
aged  and  the  infirm  gave  their  lives  will¬ 
ingly  and  gladly  for  the  cause  they  had 
espoused. 

Such,  in  scant  outline,  is  the  background 
for  the  monument  erected  recently  in  the 
old  Mormon  cemetery  at  Florence,  Ne¬ 
braska.  Such  was  the  suffering,  such  were 
the  deaths — many  scores  of  them — cheer¬ 
fully  endured  for  the  sake  of  the  restored 
Gospel.  And  again,  methinks  I  hear  that 
old  supplication  and  triumphant  refrain 
from  the  lips  of  David,  the  Psalmist:  “My 
heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed!” 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  Mormonism.  And 
surely  that  spirit  is  just  as  much  alive  today 
in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  as  it  was  nearly  a  century  ago. 
The  world,  and  in  particular  the  United 
States,  is  facing  a  grave  crisis.  Just  what 
lies  immediately  ahead,  no  one  can  say. 
Yet  it  is  the  conviction  of  the  writer  that 
the  spirit  of  Mormonism  has  a  definite 
mission  in  this  troubled  world  of  ours. 
Indeed,  the  Mormon  Church  Security  Plan 
is  already  a  concrete  evidence  to  support 
this  conviction.  Already  the  spirit  of 
Mormonism  begins  to  show  the  way. 

Yes,  the  world  will  yet  realize  that  the 
spirit  of  Mormonism  can  save  humanity, 
both  here  and  hereafter. 


AN  APPEAL 

By  EVELYN  WOOSTER  VINER,  Sanla  Maria,  Calif. 

Steel  not  your  heart  against  the  friendless, 
The  forsaken,  the  forlorn,  nor  pain  them 
With  stolid  indifference. 

Perchance  as  many  souls  may  be  reclaimed 
By  kindliness  as  by  the  most  elegant 
oratory. 

Let  no  one  be  too  humble,  too  unworthy, 
To  receive  consideration. 

Remember  that  Jesus  came  not  to  call  the 
Righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance. 
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THE  LORD'S  PRAYER 

By  VAUGHN  SPENDLOVE,  Norihwesiem  Stales  Mission 

As  one  of  the'many  wonderous  gifts  of 
our  Savior  when  on  earth  he  left  with  us 
the  true  form  of  communicating  with  our 
Heavenly  Father.  And  what  a  wealth  of 
beauty  is  found  in  "the  Lord’s  prayer." 
In  it  he  tells  us  that  we  have  a  Heavenly 
Father.  He  is  literally  the  father  of  our 
spirits  as  Paul,  in  his  epistle  to  the  He¬ 
brews,  points  out.  (Heb.  12:9.) 

"Hallowed  be  thy  name."  Why?  Be¬ 
cause  of  His  might,  majesty,  goodness 
and  love. 

“Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be 
done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Those 
of  us  who  are  striving  to  attain  the  pres¬ 
ence  and  fullness  of  God  can  easily  under¬ 
stand  the  significance  of  these  sentences. 
Certainly  the  will  of  God  is  not  being 
done  on  earth  but  we  learn  from  this 
sentence  that  everything  is  done  according 
to  the  will  of  God  in  heaven. 

"Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread." 
Herein  we  acknowledge  that  God  pro¬ 
vides  us  with  the  things  necessary  for  our 
daily  sustenance.  Also  in  the  famous 
sermon  containing  this  pattern  of  prayer 
Jesus  advises  and  promises  "seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you." 

The  next  sentence  give  us  that  eteranl 
principle  of  forgiving:  "And  forgive  us 
our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors." 
Commenting  upon  this,  the  Master  in¬ 
structs  us  to  forgive  men  their  trespasses 
or  we  cannot  hope  to  obtain  forgiveness 
from  our  Heavenly  Father.  Also  we  find 
that  when  we  come  to  the  Father  we  must 
come  with  a  spirit  of  repentance. 

"Lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  de¬ 
liver  us  from  evil."  How  cunning  are 
the  devices  of  Satan  to  lead  the  men  of 
earth  to  commit  deeds  displeasing  in  the 
sight  of  God.  None  of  us  are  exempt 
from  being  tempted.  Therefore,  Jesus 
told  the  disciples  to  "watch  and  pray  that 
ye  enter  not  into  temptation."  We  are 
dependent  upon  the  Lord  to  deliver  us 
from  evil  but  along  with  this  we  must 
put  forth  our  own  effort. 

"For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever,  Amen." 
How  beautiful  is  this  short  prayer — 
how  well  worded  it  is;  how  brief  yet  how 
comprehensive! 


OUR  GOD  IS  JUST 

By  DONALD  C.  THORESEN,  East  Central  States  Mission 

In  my  work  here  in  the  mission  field 
I  have  thought  a  good  deal  of  the  world's 
concepution  of  a  just  God.  I  often  ask 
people  the  question,  "Is  God  just?  Is 
His  judgment  fair?  Of  course  the  answer 
is  always  yes.  Yet  the  teachings  of  many 
creeds  and  sects  of  Christendom  would 
lead  one  to  believe  otherwise. 

Let  us  suppose  a  case.  A  man,  hungry 
and  without  food,  steals  a  loaf  of  bread. 
Another,  who  has  become  addicted  to 
wickedness  and  sin,  finally  is  involved  in 
a  robbery  and  commits  a  murder.  Both 
men  are  arrested  and  brought  before  the 
court  to  be  judged.  Both  are  convicted 
and  given  the  same  punishment — sent  to 
prison  for  life.  Surely  we  can  see  no  jus¬ 
tice  in  such  sentence.  Yet  there  are  those 
who  teach  that  there  are  but  two  assign¬ 
ments  for  the  dead — an  eternity  in  the 
glory  of  heaven  or  in  the  depths  of  hell. 

Does  it  not  seem  much  more  just  that 
God  would  punish  according  to  the  grav¬ 
ity  of  the  sin  and  reward  according  to  the 
degree  of  righteousness? 

The  scriptures  tell  us  of  a  people  who 
lived  in  the  days  of  Noah,  "while  the  ark 
was  a  preparing."  They  would  not  listen 
to  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  but  persisted 
in  their  wickedness,  so  the  flood  came  and 
destroyed  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
From  the  writings  of  Peter  we  learn  that 
their  spirits  were  cast  into  prison  but  when 
the  "utter  most  farthing"  had  been  paid. 
Christ,  the  Savior,  swung  open  the  prison 
doors,  permitting  them  to  repent,  choose 
good  instead  of  evil  and  go  on  in  pro¬ 
gression. 

For  for  ihis  cause  was  the  gospel  preached  also  to 
them  that  are  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged  accord¬ 
ing  ot  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in 
the  spirit.  — 1  Peter  4:6. 

Amplification  of  this  matter  and  a 
fuller  explanation  of  the  justice  of  God 
towards  the  living  and  the  dead  has  been 
revealed  to  the  world  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  The  question  then  may  be 
asked  "Why  does  not  God  reveal  such 
things  to  the  world  and  make  them  plain 
to  the  understanding  of  men."  The 
answer  to  this  question  is  found  in  the 
writings  of  Isaiah: 

The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  there¬ 
of;  because  they  have  transgressed  the  laws,  changed 
the  ordinance,  broken  the  everlasting  covnant.  There- 
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fore  hath  a  curse  devoured  the  earth,  and  they  that 
dwell  therein  are  desolate:  .  .  .  For  the  Lord  hath 
poured  out  upon  you  the  spirit  of  deep  sleep,  and 
hath  closed  your  eyes:  the  prophets  and  your  rulers, 
the  seers  hath  he  covered. 

Men  have  departed  from  the  ways  of 
the  Lord.  He  ceased  to  speak  to  men  only 
because  men  refused  to  listen.  God  is 
just  and  men  will  receive  reward  and  retri¬ 
bution  according  to  their  merits. 


UTAH  IS  THE  PLACE! 

By  E.  CECIL  McGAVIN,  Author  of  "Mormonism  and 
Masonry,”  ”U.  S.  Soldiers  Invade  Utah,” 
"Paradise  Revisited,”  etc. 

Since  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition 
had  penetrated  the  far  west,  hundreds  of 
adventurers,  trappers,  and  home-seekers 
had  followed  the  endless  trail  toward  the 
setting  sun.  Before  the  Mormons  had 
been  driven  from  Missouri  a  few  hundred 
colonists  had  followed  the  Oregon  Trail 
to  the  Pacific.  Long  before  the  Mormon 
exodus  from  Nauvoo,  many  voyagers  from 
the  east  had  founded  homes  in  what  is 
now  Oregon,  Washington  and  California. 

So  many  home-seekers  had  emigrated 
to  the  far  west  that  the  Methodist  Church 
sent  Jason  and  Daniel  Lee  to  institute 
missionary  work  among  the  colonists  and 
the  Indians.  The  following  year  the 
Presbyterian  Church  sent  Rev.  Samuel 
Parker  and  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  to  rep¬ 
resent  that  church  at  the  end  of  the  Oregon 
Trail. 

Before  the  Mormon  exodus  from  Nau¬ 
voo  many  families  had  followed  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Trail  to  the  distant  west.  Soon  after 
1840  many  of  those  companies  were  of 
considerable  number.  In  1841  John  Bar- 
lism  led  a  party  of  48  men  and  15  women 
into  the  wild  west.  Seventeen  adventurers 
and  missionaries  joined  this  party,  which 
followed  the  Oregon  Trail  to  Fort  Hall, 
then  down  the  Bear  river,  around  the 
north  end  of  Salt  Lake  to  the  sinks  of 
the  Humboldt  and  on  to  California. 

The  following  year  Elijah  White  con¬ 
ducted  a  party  of  112  men,  women,  and 
children  to  the  Oregon  country.  In  1843 
more  than  1,000  people  emigrated  over 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  the  far  west.  In  1844 
nearly  1,500  home-seekers  followed  the 
deep  trail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river.  The  following  year  about  3,000 
people  emigrated  to  the  Oregon  country, 
making  a  total  of  7,000  emigrants  in  the 
country  of  the  Columbia. 


In  1846  about  2,500  people  followed 
the  long  trail  to  the  Pacific.  Many  of 
these  companies  including  the  Bidwell 
and  the  Donner  parties  passed  through 
northern  Utah  and  on  to  California.  In 
1847  nearly  5,000  emigrants  followed 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  the  distant  west. 

Hundreds  of  home-seekers  had  passed 
through  northern  Utah;  other  hundreds 
had  heard  of  it  from  such  explorers  as 
James  Bridger,  yet  none  of  them  chose  to 
make  their  home  in  the  Great  Basin.  They 
would  rather  journey  another  thousand 
miles  than  attempt  to  break  the  stubborn 
wilderness  of  the  Great  Basin. 

It  was  the  keen  observer,  James  Bridger, 
who  declared  that  corn  could  not  be  grown 
in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake.  Yet 
this  is  the  valley  of  which  the  modern 
Moses  said,  “This  is  the  place !" 

Utah  was  not  the  most  fruitful  place 
in  the  western  domain;  it  was  not  fa¬ 
vored  by  soil  and  climate  above  all  the 
choice  parcels  of  land  in  the  west,  but  Utah 
was  a  place  of  isolation,  a  rendezvous 
where  the  persecuted  Mormons  might 
gather  and  live  in  peace. 

Utah  was  the  place — the  only  place — 
of  isolation  where  other  home-seekers 
would  not  settle.  Unbound  by  ties  of 
a  common  religion,  they  would  travel  on 
to  more  fruitful  fields,  leaving  followers 
of  the  new  and  strange  religion  to  be  un¬ 
molested  in  the  uninviting  deserts,  the 
wasteland  of  Deseret. 

It  would  have  been  disastrous  if  the 
exiles  had  mingled  with  the  emigrants 
along  the  rich  valleys  of  Oregon  or  upon 
the  gold-laden  soil  of  California.  Perse¬ 
cution  and  intermarriage  would  have  made 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  for  the  new 
society. 

The  modern  Moses  spoke  better  than 
he  knew  when  he  said  of  the  barren  val¬ 
leys  of  Deseret,  “This  is  the  place !” 


SERVING  ANOTHER 


If  any  little  word  of  mine 

May  make  a  life  the  brighter, 

If  any  little  song  of  mine 

May  make  a  heart  the  lighter; 

God  help  me  speak  the  little  word, 

And  take  my  bit  of  singing. 

And  drop  it  in  some  lonely  vale, 

To  set  the  echoes  ringing. 

— Anon . 
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fore  hath  a  curse  devoured  the  earth,  and  they  that 
dwell  therein  are  desolate:  .  .  .  For  the  Lord  hath 
poured  out  upon  you  the  spirit  of  deep  sleep,  and 
hath  closed  your  eyes:  the  prophets  and  your  rulers, 
the  seers  hath  he  covered. 

Men  have  departed  from  the  ways  of 
the  Lord.  He  ceased  to  speak  to  men  only 
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been  driven  from  Missouri  a  few  hundred 
colonists  had  followed  the  Oregon  Trail 
to  the  Pacific.  Long  before  the  Mormon 
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So  many  home-seekers  had  emigrated 
to  the  far  west  that  the  Methodist  Church 
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the  Indians.  The  following  year  the 
Presbyterian  Church  sent  Rev.  Samuel 
Parker  and  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman  to  rep¬ 
resent  that  church  at  the  end  of  the  Oregon 
Trail. 

Before  the  Mormon  exodus  from  Nau¬ 
voo  many  families  had  followed  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Trail  to  the  distant  west.  Soon  after 
1840  many  of  those  companies  were  of 
considerable  number.  In  1841  John  Bar- 
lism  led  a  party  of  48  men  and  15  women 
into  the  wild  west.  Seventeen  adventurers 
and  missionaries  joined  this  party,  which 
followed  the  Oregon  Trail  to  Fort  Hall, 
then  down  the  Bear  river,  around  the 
north  end  of  Salt  Lake  to  the  sinks  of 
the  Humboldt  and  on  to  California. 

The  following  year  Elijah  White  con¬ 
ducted  a  party  of  112  men,  women,  and 
children  to  the  Oregon  country.  In  1843 
more  than  1,000  people  emigrated  over 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  the  far  west.  In  1844 
nearly  1,500  home-seekers  followed  the 
deep  trail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river.  The  following  year  about  3,000 
people  emigrated  to  the  Oregon  country, 
making  a  total  of  7,000  emigrants  in  the 
country  of  the  Columbia. 


In  1846  about  2,500  people  followed 
the  long  trail  to  the  Pacific.  Many  of 
these  companies  including  the  Bidwell 
and  the  Donncr  parties  passed  through 
northern  Utah  and  on  to  California.  In 
1847  nearly  5,000  emigrants  followed 
the  Oregon  Trail  to  the  distant  west. 

Hundreds  of  home-seekers  had  passed 
through  northern  Utah;  other  hundreds 
had  heard  of  it  from  such  explorers  as 
James  Bridger,  yet  none  of  them  chose  to 
make  their  home  in  the  Great  Basin.  They 
would  rather  journey  another  thousand 
miles  than  attempt  to  break  the  stubborn 
wilderness  of  the  Great  Basin. 

It  was  the  keen  observer,  James  Bridger, 
who  declared  that  corn  could  not  be  grown 
in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake.  Yet 
this  is  the  valley  of  which  the  modern 
Moses  said,  “This  is  the  place!" 

Utah  was  not  the  most  fruitful  place 
in  the  western  domain;  it  was  not  fa¬ 
vored  by  soil  and  climate  above  all  the 
choice  parcels  of  land  in  the  west,  but  Utah 
was  a  place  of  isolation,  a  rendezvous 
where  the  persecuted  Mormons  might 
gather  and  live  in  peace. 

Utah  was  the  place — the  only  place — 
of  isolation  where  other  home-seekers 
would  not  settle.  Unbound  by  ties  of 
a  common  religion,  they  would  travel  on 
to  more  fruitful  fields,  leaving  followers 
of  the  new  and  strange  religion  to  be  un¬ 
molested  in  the  uninviting  deserts,  the 
wasteland  of  Deseret. 

It  would  have  been  disastrous  if  the 
exiles  had  mingled  with  the  emigrants 
along  the  rich  valleys  of  Oregon  or  upon 
the  gold-laden  soil  of  California.  Perse¬ 
cution  and  intermarriage  would  have  made 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  for  the  new 
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The  modern  Moses  spoke  better  than 
he  knew  when  he  said  of  the  barren  val¬ 
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July  24— A  Church  Holiday 


THOSE  who  look  upon  July  24, 
Pioneer  Day,  as  merely  a  Utah  holi¬ 
day,  have  not  thought  carefully  of 
the  significance  of  that  date.  Though 
Utah  may  be  the  only  state  in  the  union 
which  looks  upon  it  as  a  holiday  to  be 
observed  throughout  the  state,  members  of 
the  Church,  wherever  they  may  be,  can¬ 
not  but  experience  a  glow  when  that  day 
dawns. 

The  young  Church  had  become  outcast; 
its  prophet,  only  three  years  before,  had 
been  murdered;  there  were  factions  in  the 
organization;  a  few  members  of  a  brave 
vanguard  found  themselves  in  a  desolate 
wilderness  surrounded  by  a  thousand  miles 
radius — of  almost  waste,  uninhabited  land 
except  for  a  few  trappers  and  comparative¬ 
ly  unknown  tribes  of  Indians.  On  July 
Twenty-fourth  Brigham  Young  and  his 
lieutenants  called  that  first  group  together 
on  the  site  of  what  is  now  Salt  Lake  City 
and  declared  that  that  spot  would  mark 
the  headquarters,  the  practical  center  of 
the  Church. 

By  that  act  a  crisis  had  been  passed  and 
July  Twenty-fourth  had  taken  its  place 
along  with  April  Sixth  as  one  of  the  dates 
of  prime  importance  to  the  Church.  It 
became  important,  politically,  to  the  state 
of  Utah  as  the  birthday  of  that  common¬ 
wealth,  but  it  was  more  than  that.  It 
was  the  date  of  the  new  location  and  con¬ 
sequent  center  of  the  Church. 

No  matter  where  a  Latter-day  Saint 
may  be  residing,  July  Twenty-fourth  be¬ 
comes  one  of  his  sacred  days — a  day  to  be 
remembered,  hallowed,  celebrated.  Though 
many  different  flags  and  union-jacks  may 
fly  over  Latter-day  Saint  gatherings  on 
the  holiday,  yet  invisible  and  among  them 
will  be  one  banner  which  floats  over  all 
the  world — the  ensign  of  God.  It  will 
not  take  the  place  of  or  do  away  with  the 


flags  of  righteous  nations,  but  it  will  wave 
over  all  as  nations  form  into  a  magnificent 
brotherhood  which  will  extend  around 
the  world. 

Because  the  citizens  who  celebrated  that 
first  occasion  in  1847  had  their  homes  in 
covered  wagons,  the  Covered  Wagon  has 
become  the  symbol  of  that  holiday.  In  a 
very  real  sense,  it  was  the  castle  of  the 
Saint. 

In  a  way,  the  Covered  Wagon  has  be¬ 
come  the  symbol  of  all  pioneers  in  every 
field  of  endeavor.  Those  prairie  schoon¬ 
ers,  children  of  the  old  Mayflower,  had 
more  in  them  than  mere  household  goods 
and  people.  They  were  loaded  to  the 
bows  with  dreams — great  dreams  of  a  new 
empire,  built  upon  the  foundation  of 
Brotherly  Love.  No  wonder  our  artists 
picture  those  men  and  women  who  fol¬ 
lowed  the  long  trail  with  up-lifted  chins 
and  prophecy  in  their  eyes!  They  were 
dreamers  all  —  Millennium  builders  who 
beheld  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  shin¬ 
ing  entrancingly  through  the  gray-green 
hills  of  sage  and  the  deep  blue  of  the 
distant,  misty  mountains. 

A  few  who  expected  immediate  trans¬ 
formations — the  men  and  women  who 
only  have  the  courage  to  “plant  radishes” 
became  discouraged  and  a  few  forsook 
their  dreams;  but  the  vast  majority,  those 
who  could  plant  “acorns  and  wait  for  the 
oak”  stuck  doggedly  at  their  task  of  rear¬ 
ing  a  new  society  upon  the  reluctant  soil. 
The  sons  and  daughters  of  these  men, 
many  of  them,  have  in  their  eyes  the  same 
fire,  in  their  hearts  the  same  faith,  in 
their  souls  the  same  patience  and  are,  fig¬ 
uratively,  in  their  covered  wagons  today 
crossing  over  the  many  horizons  into  the 
new  lands  of  science  and  art,  but  with 
them  as  a  part  of  their  equipment  goes 
that  invisible  banner. 


July  12.  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


61 


Covered  wagon  days  are  not  over,  can 
never  be  over  as  long  as  dreams  form  and 
hopes  last,  and  July  Twenty-fourth  will 
always  stand  as  a  day  among  days — a  day 
to  celebrate  and  upon  which  to  praise 
God. — Harrison  R.  Merrill . 


A  NEW  STAKE  IN  THE  NORTHWEST 


A  new  stake  of  Zion  has  been  carved 
from  the  territory  of  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission.  It  is  the  Portland  Stake 
and  has  headquarters  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

The  organization  of  the  new  stake  was 
effected  June  26  by  President  David  O. 
McKay  and  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  Elder  M.  L. 
Bean  of  Portland  is  the  president  of  the 
stake  and  his  counselors  are  Elmer  I.  Stod¬ 
dard  and  Clifford  L.  Nielson.  John 
Donaldson  of  Portland  will  serve  as  stake 
clerk.  Six  wards  and  three  branches  will 
comprise  the  new  stake. 


SPIRITUAL  STRENGTH 

(From  "Cumorah's  Soulhern  Messenger”) 

“Why  is  it  that  people,  particularly 
young  men  and  women,  can  see  the  wrong 
in  stealing  $100  so  much  more  quickly 
than  the  wrong  in  going  to  amusements 
on  Sunday?  Largely  because  the  injury 
is  so  much  more  readily  measured.  You 
know  exactly  how  much  the  loss  of  $100 
would  hurt  you;  hence  you  can  measure 
exactly  the  wrong  you  are  inflicting  when 
you  steal  that  amount. 

“But  this  isn't  the  case  with  violating 
the  Sabbath.  The  injury  isn't  so  readily 
apparent;  in  fact,  on  the  surface,  there 
doesn't  seem  to  be  any  injury  at  all.  It 
isn't  surprising,  then,  to  hear  young  peo¬ 
ple  say  quite  honestly:  “What  harm 
does  it  do  to  go  to  Sunday  amusements?" 

“Well,  to  begin  with,  the  fact  that  God 
forbids  this  violation  of  the  Sabbath  is 
pretty  good  evidence  that  it  does  result 
in  some  harm.  Let's  see  if  we  can  find 
out  why: 

“You  take  physical  exercise  for  two 
principal  reasons — to  make  your  body 
respond  powerfully  and  promptly  when¬ 
ever  it  is  put  under  stress.  You  train 
your  mind  by  education  for  similar  rea¬ 
sons — that  it  may  re-act  quickly  and  skil¬ 
fully,  whenever  you  need  sound  and  ready 
thinking. 


“Having  done  that,  what  then?  With 
both  mind  and  body  highly  trained,  is 
your  development  well  rounded  and  com¬ 
plete? 

“It  is  not .  On  that  take  the  word  of 
the  whole  human  race,  written  in  suffer¬ 
ing  since  time  began. 

“There  will  come  problems  into  your 
life  that  the  sturdiest  physique  and  the 
sharpest  mentality  will  prove  utterly  use¬ 
less  to  help  you  solve.  There  are  burdens 
that  no  arm  can  lift  and  no  brain  think 
away,  and  they  will  crush  you  like  sand 
in  a  tidal  wave,  if  you  haven't  a  third, 
supreme  resource — Strength  of  Spirit . 

“You  need  it!  When  friends  prove 
false  and  ideals  are  shattered:  when  you're 
sick  with  the  poison  of  hate  and  filth  of 
evil  minds;  when  the  whole  world  seems 
bent  on  breaking  your  courage  and  faith 
and  hope,  there  is  just  one  thing  that  will 
save  your  happiness,  and  that  is  strength 
of  the  Spirit.  Because  therein  lies  your 
liaison  with  God.  and  with  His  aid  you 
can  conquer  everything. 

“But  where  are  you  going  to  cultivate 
spiritual  strength?  In  the  easy  chair  of  a 
picture  theatre?  Among  a  hilarious, 
shouting  crowd  at  a  ball  game?  Or  side 
by  side  with  your  brothers  and  sisters, 
listening  to  divine  music  and  humble 
prayers,  and  the  words  of  men  who  talk 
of  God? 

“Now  you  begin  to  see  the  injury  you 
do  yourself,  when  you  go  to  Sunday 
amusements  instead  of  to  Sacrament  meet¬ 
ings.  Or  when,  in  any  other  way,  you 
violate  this  day  which  has  been  set  apart 
for  the  worship  of  God  and  the  building 
of  that  spiritual  strength  which  you  so 
vitally  need. 

‘Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep 
it  holy,’  is  one  of  the  great  command¬ 
ments  founded  upon  the  profoundest  wis¬ 
dom.  That  you  may  observe  it  faith¬ 
fully  is  our  most  earnest  prayer." 

— Los  Angeles  Stake  Presidency. 


CO-OPERATION 

A  horse  cannot  pull  while  he  is  kicking 
and  he  cannot  kick  while  he  is  pulling. 
Every  association  has  its  pulling  members 
and  its  kicking  members.  When  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  association  kicks  or  complains 
about  the  service  being  rendered,  it's  a 
safe  bet  that  he  is  not  co-operating  with 
the  pulling  members. — Selected. 
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Covered  wagon  days  are  not  over,  can 
never  be  over  as  long  as  dreams  form  and 
hopes  last,  and  July  Twenty-fourth  will 
always  stand  as  a  day  among  days — a  day 
to  celebrate  and  upon  which  to  praise 
God. — Harrison  R.  Merrill . 


A  NEW  STAKE  IN  THE  NORTHWEST 


A  new  stake  of  Zion  has  been  carved 
from  the  territory  of  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission.  It  is  the  Portland  Stake 
and  has  headquarters  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

The  organization  of  the  new  stake  was 
effected  June  26  by  President  David  O. 
McKay  and  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  Elder  M.  L. 
Bean  of  Portland  is  the  president  of  the 
stake  and  his  counselors  are  Elmer  I.  Stod¬ 
dard  and  Clifford  L.  Nielson.  John 
Donaldson  of  Portland  will  serve  as  stake 
clerk.  Six  wards  and  three  branches  will 
comprise  the  new  stake. 


SPIRITUAL  STRENGTH 

(From  "Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger”) 

“Why  is  it  that  people,  particularly 
young  men  and  women,  can  see  the  wrong 
in  stealing  $100  so  much  more  quickly 
than  the  wrong  in  going  to  amusements 
on  Sunday?  Largely  because  the  injury 
is  so  much  more  readily  measured.  You 
know  exactly  how  much  the  loss  of  $100 
would  hurt  you;  hence  you  can  measure 
exactly  the  wrong  you  are  inflicting  when 
you  steal  that  amount. 

“But  this  isn’t  the  case  with  violating 
the  Sabbath.  The  injury  isn’t  so  readily 
apparent;  in  fact,  on  the  surface,  there 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  any  injury  at  all.  It 
isn't  surprising,  then,  to  hear  young  peo¬ 
ple  say  quite  honestly;  “What  harm 
does  it  do  to  go  to  Sunday  amusements?" 

“Well,  to  begin  with,  the  fact  that  God 
forbids  this  violation  of  the  Sabbath  is 
pretty  good  evidence  that  it  does  result 
in  some  harm.  Let’s  see  if  we  can  find 
out  why; 

“You  take  physical  exercise  for  two 
principal  reasons — to  make  your  body 
respond  powerfully  and  promptly  when¬ 
ever  it  is  put  under  stress.  You  train 
your  mind  by  education  for  similar  rea¬ 
sons — that  it  may  re-act  quickly  and  skil¬ 
fully,  whenever  you  need  sound  and  ready 
thinking. 


“Having  done  that,  what  then?  With 
both  mind  and  body  highly  trained,  is 
your  development  well  rounded  and  com¬ 
plete? 

“It  is  not.  On  that  take  the  word  of 
the  whole  human  race,  written  in  suffer¬ 
ing  since  time  began. 

“There  will  come  problems  into  your 
life  that  the  sturdiest  physique  and  the 
sharpest  mentality  will  prove  utterly  use¬ 
less  to  help  you  solve.  There  are  burdens 
that  no  arm  can  lift  and  no  brain  think 
away,  and  they  will  crush  you  like  sand 
in  a  tidal  wave,  if  you  haven’t  a  third, 
supreme  resource — Strength  of  Spirit. 

“You  need  it!  When  friends  prove 
false  and  ideals  are  shattered;  when  you're 
sick  with  the  poison  of  hate  and  filth  of 
evil  minds;  when  the  whole  world  seems 
bent  on  breaking  your  courage  and  faith 
and  hope,  there  is  just  one  thing  that  will 
save  your  happiness,  and  that  is  strength 
of  the  Spirit.  Because  therein  lies  your 
liaison  with  God,  and  with  His  aid  you 
can  conquer  everything. 

“But  where  are  you  going  to  cultivate 
spiritual  strength?  In  the  easy  chair  of  a 
picture  theatre?  Among  a  hilarious, 
shouting  crowd  at  a  ball  game?  Or  side 
by  side  with  your  brothers  and  sisters, 
listening  to  divine  music  and  humble 
prayers,  and  the  words  of  men  who  talk 
of  God? 

“Now  you  begin  to  see  the  injury  you 
do  yourself,  when  you  go  to  Sunday 
amusements  instead  of  to  Sacrament  meet¬ 
ings.  Or  when,  in  any  other  way,  you 
violate  this  day  which  has  been  set  apart 
for  the  worship  of  God  and  the  building 
of  that  spiritual  strength  which  you  so 
vitally  need. 

“  ‘Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep 
it  holy,’  is  one  of  the  great  command¬ 
ments  founded  upon  the  profou ndest  wis¬ 
dom.  That  you  may  observe  it  faith¬ 
fully  is  our  most  earnest  prayer." 

— Los  Angeles  Stake  Presidency . 


CO-OPERATION 

A  horse  cannot  pull  while  he  is  kicking 
and  he  cannot  kick  while  he  is  pulling. 
Every  association  has  its  pulling  members 
and  its  kicking  members.  When  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  association  kicks  or  complains 
about  the  service  being  rendered,  it's  a 
safe  bet  that  he  is  not  co-operating  with 
the  pulling  members. — Selected. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT  :-S.  LeVan  Kimball,  President, 
21  Ontario  Si.  S.,  Si.  Catharines,  Oni. 

Out  of  the  added  experiences  of  the  past  month  has 
come  an  increased  testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
restored  Gospel  to  the  Hamilton  District  missionaries. 

In  Hamilton  Brother  Victor  Brown  has  been  appointed 
as  President  of  the  local  missionaries  and  assumed  his 
duties  on  June  12.  He  is  a  member  of  the  branch 
presidency.  Some  other  local  missionaries  have  been 
called  lo  service,  in  addition  to  those  already  in  the 
work.  The  local  missionaries  have  had  some  notable 
experiences. 

Elder  Darrell  Gardner  had  the  opportunity  recently  to 
speak  to  a  service  club  in  Niagara  Falls  on  the  “Word 
of  Wisdom"  and  was  invited  back  for  the  following 
week.  He  and  his  companion,  Elder  Blair  Glancy,  are 
engaged  in  country  work  on  bicycles. 

The  Church  Security  gardens  in  both  Hamilton  and 
St.  Catharines  are  growing  nicely.  The  Saints  are,  on 
the  whole,  cooperating  whole  heariedly.  A  good  active 
season  is  under  way. 

On  Sunday,  June  5,  the  Hamilton  District  missionaries 
presented  a  play  in  St.  Catharines  portraying  the  suc¬ 
cession  of  Brigham  Young  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Church.  Over  60  people  were  in  attendance,  about 
half  of  them  non-members,  and  all  expressed  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  in  seeing  it.  The  cast  was  as  follows: 
Joseph  Smith,  Elder  Maurice  K.  Heninger;  Hyrum  Smith, 
Elder  Blair  J.  Glancy;  Brigham  Young,  Pres.  S.  LeVan 
Kimball,  Joseph  Young  and  Dan  Jones,  Elder  Darrell 
Gardner,  John  Taylor,  Elder  Ervin  D.  Olsen,  Willard 
Richards,  Elder  Ivan  D.  Wilde,  Lucy  Smith,  Sister  Viola 
Stock,  Reader,  Sister  Virginia  Saunders.  The  play  which 
was  written  and  directed  by  Sisters  Stock  and  Saunders, 
very  ably  depicted  this  phase  of  Church  history. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Marvin  S.  Taylor,  President, 
87  Peppier  St.,  Waterloo,  On t. 

"And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  forbid- 
deth  to  marry  is  not  ordained  of  God,  for  marriage  is 
ordained  of  God  unto  man." 

In  line  with  the  teachings  of  this  quotation,  Harold. 
John  Wright  and  Mabel  Louise  Kilian  were  recently 
married,  the  ceremony  being  solemnized  by  our  Mission 
President,  Abel  S.  Rich.  Many  friends  and  relatives  of 
the  young  couple  attended  the  wedding. 

With  prayerful  hearts  and  realizing  the  worth  of  men's 
souls  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  Sisters  Clara  Isaksen  and 
Irene  Cox  planned  a  Junior  Genealogical  course  to  aid 
the  interested  souls  of  the  Kitchener  District  in  tracing 
their  genealogies.  A  cleverly  arranged  program  con¬ 
sisting  of  pedigree  charts,  jig-saw  puzzles,  a  free  screen 
test  for  early  arrivals,  and  many  amusing  guessing 
games  all  pertaining  to  genealogical  problems,  brought 
laughter  and  delight  to  the  host  of  attendants  at  an 
opening  social. 

The  highlight  of  our  month's  work  was  the  first  quar¬ 
terly  conference  of  the  Kitchener  District  held  June  5, 
in  the  City  Hall.  There  was  a  good  attendance  — a 
fine  representative  showing  of  the  Saints  and  investi¬ 


gators  from  all  parts  of  the  district.  The  chief  feature 
was  an  address  of  Pres.  Abel  S.  Rich  who  along  with 
Sister  Rich,  lent  inspiration  to  the  entire  conference. 
We  were  also  happy  to  welcome  with  us  Elders  Earl 
L.  Moser  and  Kenneth  Child  from  Hanover,  and  the 
Saints  and  many  investigators  there. 

LONDON  DISTRICT:  -  Newel  K.  Brown,  President, 
203  Rectory  St.,  London,  Ont. 

We  may  plant  and  water,  but  God  gives  the  in¬ 
crease.  No  one  appreciates  the  true  significance  of  this 
statement  more  than  do  the  missionaries.  The  London 
District  has  enjoyed  about  as  much  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  during  the  month  of  May  as  have  the  things  of 
nature  around  us. 

The  thing  that  brings  us  the  most  joy  of  all  our 
experience  is  to  see  those  who  love  the  truth  accept 
the  Gospel  and  enter  into  the  fold  by  the  "straight 
gate."  On  May  22,  Doreen  Greaves,  Charles  Greaves 
and  Arthur  Johnston  of  London  were  baptized  and  con¬ 
firmed  members  of  the  Church.  We  congratulate  these 
three  young  people  for  the  step  they  have  taken  and 
wish  for  them  peace  and  happiness  in  their  new  life. 
It  was  the  privilege  of  Pres.  Brown  and  Elder  Yales 
to  perform  these  sacred  ordinances. 

Another  highlight  of  the  month  was  our  second  quar¬ 
terly  disrtict  conference.  Two  sessions  were  held  Sun¬ 
day,  May  29,  one  in  the  city  of  Windsor  and  one  in 
Chatham.  A  third  session  was  held  in  London  the 
evening  of  May  30.  We  were  pleased  to  have  as  our 
principal  speakers  at  each  session  President  and  Sister 
Abel  S.  Rich.  Each  session  was  covered  by  the  local 
newspaper  and  favorable  accounts  were  given. 

Two  new  fields  of  labor  have  been  opened  up  this 
month.  One  in  the  city  of  Leamington  and  one  in 
Sarnia.  Elders  Wayne  Tippetts  and  Newell  D.  Dickson 
are  in  charge  of  the  work  in  Sarnia  and  Elders  Donald 
Bingham  and  Mac  C.  Russell  in  Leamington. 

An  interesting  project  was  carried  out  in  Leamington 
prior  to  the  Eiders  going  in  to  tract  the  city.  Ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  for  Pres.  Rich  to  speak  and  a 
trio  of  Elders  lo  sing  before  the  high  school  pupils  and 
the  members  of  the  Rotary  Club  in  that  city.  There 
were  250  pupils  at  the  school  who  enjoyed  hearing 
about  the  West  and  its  people.  At  the  Rotary  Club  we 
received  many  thanks  for  the  fine  program.  We  are 
grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  preparing  the  way 
for  us  to  acquaint  those  people  with  our  pari  of  the 
country  and  the  Mormon  people.  We  feel  that  it  will 
serve  as  a  great  aid  as  an  introduction  for  the  Elders 
who  have  been  sent  there  to  carry  on  the  work. 

The  Windsor  Relief  Society  is  doing  much  lo  show 
people  the  power  of  co-operation  in  helping  those  in 
need.  We  wish  to  congratulate  them  on  their  fine 
spirit  and  the  good  work  they  have  done  to  alleviate 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  more  unfortunate  members. 

In  Windsor,  Sisters  Allen  Rich  and  Laurel  Hill  have 
opened  a  new  neighborhood  Primary.  They  were  given 
permission  to  hold  their  little  meeting  in  the  basement 
of  a  home  of  one  of  their  investigator  friends  All  the 
children  turned  out  to  help  arrange  the  place  suitable 
for  .  their  meeting.  All  have  continued  with  interest 
m  their  Primary." 

Along  with  our  baptisms  and  confirmations  on  May 
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22,  the  opening  Sunday  School  in  London  was  held.  To 
Sisters  Edith  Jamison  and  Dorothy  Andrews  and  Elders 
Newell  Dickson  and  Merlin  Yates  we  give  credit  for 
this  inovation  in  London.  There  is  a  real  joy  and 
satisfaction  that  comes  from  being  able  to  introduce  a 
new  part  of  our  work  there.  Although  the  school  is 
small  in  size  we  enjoy  the  fine  spirit  that  always  pre¬ 
vails  where  the  children  of  God  are  met  together  in  his 
name  to  learn  of  the  Gospel  plan.  We  wish  to  express 
our  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  our 
friend  Miss  Ruth  Deacon  who  has  consented  to  act  as 
our  pianist. 

At  conference  time  the  Elders  were  taken  out  of  the 
city  of  Chatham  and  the  district  headquarters  was  moved 
to  London.  The  Elders  in  Sarnia  will  carry  on  the 
Sunday  services  in  Chatham  during  the  summer  months 
in  connection  with  their  new  work.  Elders  Russell  and 
Bingham,  who  were  moved  from  Windsor  to  Leaming¬ 
ton,  will  carry  on  the  services  in  Windsor  each  week. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT  :-S.  Arvid  Dodge,  Presidenl, 
785  Riverview  Ave.,  Verdun,  Quebec. 

In  reply  to  the  Savior's  call,  "Come  follow  me," 
three  more  families  were  added  to  the  records  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  by  baptism,  June  5.  They  are: 
Robert  J.  Penfland,  Florence  V.  Pentland,  and  Gaston  J. 
Bouchard,  baptized  by  Pres.  S.  Arvid  Dodge.  Con¬ 
firmation  was  had  under  the  hands  of  Elders  Ivan  O. 
Jensen,  Glen  Carter,  and  Brother  Thomas  F.  Lanyon. 
May  the  Lord  bless  these  good  people  that  they  may 
always  continue  in  his  ways. 

The  Montreal  Security  Project  has  been  well  under 
way  for  several  weeks,  and  from  all  indication,  suc¬ 
cess  is  bound  to  be  the  outcome.  The  unity  and  co¬ 
operation  of  the  members  encourage  all  concerned  ever 
onward.  Before  the  vegetables  from  the  gardens  are 
ready  for  canning  the  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Parrish 
and  Jex  in  Verdun  and  Sisters  Dowdle  and  Martin  in 
Rosemont,  are  supervising  fruit  canning.  Several  quarts 
of  fruit  have  been  bottled  for  winter  use  and  many 
more  are  being  contemplated. 

Quarterly  conference  was  held  in  the  Montreal  Dis¬ 
trict  June  12.  Two  sesisons  were  enjoyed  by  all  who 
attended.  One  session  was  held  in  Verdun  and  the 
other  in  Park  Ave.  Pres.  Abel  S.  Rich  spoke  in  both 
sessions  and  all  expressed  their  joy  and  happiness  in 
his  words  of  instruction  and  advice.  Both  sessions  were 
well  attended.  With  Pres.  Rich  were:  Alice  R.  Rich, 
Mission  Mother,*  LaVor  B.  Reed,  Toronto  District  Presi¬ 
dent;  S.  LeVan  Kimball,  Hamilton  District  President; 
Elder  Arvel  E.  Stratford,  Sunday  School  Supervisor; 
Wayne  R.  Rich.  We  look  forward  to  a  future  visit 
from  them. 

Brother  Frederick  Adams  was  advanced  in  the  priest¬ 
hood  by  ordination  to  the  office  of  a  Priest  by  Elder 
LeRoy  S.  Fairbanks  June  12. 

A  beautiful  and  impressive  funeral  service  was  held 
in  behalf  of  one  of  our  dear  sisters,  Annie  Jane  Barlowe 
Michael,  May  27,  1938.  Many  of  her  friends  were  there 
to  pay  tribute  to  one  whom  we  all  loved.  We  extend 
our  sympathy  to  all  those  bereaved. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Harold  W.  Blackmore,  Presi¬ 
dent,  224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

The  work  here  is  progressing  very  nicely  in  spite 
of  several  changes  in  district  personnel. 

On  May  21,  a  lovely  wedding  was  witnessed  at  the 
home  of  Brother  Norman  McGuirl.  Sisters  Florence  Mc- 
Guirl  was  married  to  Samuel  N.  Alger.  Pres.  Abel  S. 
Rich  officiated  in  the  uniting  of  these  young  people 
They  will  make  their  home  in  Elmo,  Utah. 

Two  fine  sessions  of  conference  were  held  in  Albion 
Hall  on  May  22.  A  good  attendance  was  had  at  both 
sessions.  The  advice  and  instructions  given  us  by 
Pres.  Abel  S.  Rich  was  most  helpful  and  encouraging. 

Elder  Ray  H.  Barton  has  been  very  successful  in  giv¬ 
ing  radio  programs  on  stations  CKCO  and  CKCH.  By 
his  musical  ability  he  has  been  able  to  win  his  way 
into  the  homes  of  many  of  the  people  in  this  city. 

The  lady  missionaries  are  organizing  several  Pri¬ 
maries  and  are  having  considerable  success  in  their 
efforts.  The  children  seem  very  desirous  of  attending 
these  services.  The  sisters  feel  that  through  the  efforts 
spent  in  this  way  they  will  be  able  to  get  into  the 


homes  of  many  of  the  people  and  to  give  them  the 
message  they  are  bearing. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT: -LaVor  B.  Reed,  President,  36 
Ferndale  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

The  greatest  joy  and  happiness  comes  through  service, 
and  the  missionaries  of  this  district  are  receiving  that 
happiness. 

The  city  and  territory  around  Peterborough  has  just 
been  re-opened  by  Elders  Peterson  and  Harper.  All 
Saints  and  friends  were  very  happy  to  welcome  them 
back,  and  they  are  finding  much  joy  in  their  work  in 
that  section.  The  people  seem  friendly  toward  them 
and  their  work. 

The  lady  missionaries  here  in  Toronto,  Sisters  Carlston, 
Niederer,  Madsen  and  Christensen  presented  a  very 
fine  program  with  their  Primary  children  which  was 
enjoyed  by  many  Saints  and  investigators. 

The  Church  is  building  a  fine  chapel  here  in  the 
city  or  Toronto  and  it  is  creating  much  interest  among 
the  Saints  and  investigators.  Elders  Hancock  and  Smith 
who  are  working  in  the  district  where  the  Church  build¬ 
ing  is  being  erected  have  found  the  people  interested 
and  friendly  and  have  especially  met  with  success  in 
distributing  Books  of  Mormon.  In  his  trading  district 
Elder  Hancock  lent  a  Book  of  Mormon  to  a  family  who 
were  unable  to  read  the  English  language  very  well. 
He  called  back  to  see  how  they  were  getting  along 
with  it  and  the  man  held  the  book  out  in  his  hand 
and  said,  "I  can't  read  English  hardly  at  all  but  I  can 
understand  and  read  this  book,  it  must  be  of  God." 
He  had  read  about  half  of  the  book  in  two  weeks. 
Elders  Gibb  and  Tanner  are  meeting  with  much  success 
in  meetings  and  tracting.  They  find  the  building  of 
the  new  chapel  to  be  very  helpful  in  creating  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Gospel  message. 

Elders  Redd  and  Smith  reported  a  very  successful 
trip  to  the  northern  cities  of  Orillia  and  Bracebridge. 
They  found  the  Saints  and  friends  happy  and  very 
much  interested  in  the  Gospel.  These  outlying  Saints 
are  always  grateful  for  the  visits  of  the  missionaries. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  local  missionaries  of 
the  Toronto  District  into  our  ranks  and  wish  them  suc¬ 
cess. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Erma  Hansen  — From  Elwood,  Utah,  to  Toronto  District. 


OFFICERS  OF  GRETNA  BRANCH*  VIRGINIA 
WEST  DISTRICT,  EAST  CENTRAL 
STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Helene  Rowland, 
Maria  Rowland.  Rawleigh  Rowland.  Julia  Rowland. 

Back  Row:  Herbert  Rowland.  Perry  C.  Woodson. 
Edgar  Rowland.  Jesse  Rowland,  Leo  Woodson. 
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Augusta  Brough  — From  Tremonton,  Ulan,  lo  Ottawa  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Gwen  Williams -From  London  to  Ottawa  District. 
Laretta  Stitt -From  Ottawa  to  London  District. 

Merlin  B.  Yates -From  London  to  Toronto  District. 
Marguerite  Christensen -From  Toronto  to  Montreal  Dist. 
Luana  Martin  — From  Montreal  to  Kitchener  District. 
Golda  Harrison -From  Hamilton  to  Toronto  District. 
Viola  Stock  — From  Hamilton  to  Kitchener  District. 

Earl  Moser  — From  Kitchener  to  Hamilton  District. 
Kenneth  Child  — From  Kitchener  to  Hamilton  District. 
RELEASES 

Audry  Riby-From  Ottawa -Home,  Bancroft,  Idaho. 
Beulah  Carlston  — From  Toronto  Dist.  — Home,  Fairview,  U. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Eva  R.  Johnson -Genealogical  Supervisor  of  the  Mission. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

SOUTH  OHIO  DISTRICT :-D.  James  Harvey,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Thirty-five  years  ago  two  Mormon  Elders  held  a 
street  meeting  in  a  small  country  town.  From  several 
of  the  surrounding  towns  a  group  of  people  came  to 
both  see  and  hear  "The  Mormons." 

The  plainness  and  simplicity  of  the  restored  Gospel 
deeply  impressed  one  of  the  listeners.  This  lady  who 
was  seeking  for  truth,  read  with  interest  the  little 
tract  the  Elder  had  given  her.  During  the  summers 
that  passed  the  Elders  resumed  their  meetings  in  this 
same  town,  and  she  accepted  with  heartfelt  gratitude 
the  Book  of  Mormon  they  gave  her.  Weeks  of  study 
and  thought  followed;  her  belief  turned  to  faith  and 
her  faith  to  a  burning  conviction;  so  that  when  the 
Elders  returned  she  was  ready  for  baptism.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  being  very  bitter  toward  the  Church,  swore  that 
she  would  never  be  baptized.  Heated  words  followed 
and  he  left  the  house  in  a  fit  of  anger.  She  took  out 
her  worn  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  placed  it  on 
a  chair  in  front  of  her,  knelt  down  by  it  and  asked 
God  about  it  — that  if  it  were  really  true  to  let  her  be 
a  partaker  of  it  by  being  baptized.  She  had  no  sooner 
finished  than  her  husband  returned  and  told  her  she 
could  be  baptized.  He  said,  later,  that  something  came 
over  him  and  he  had  to  come  back  and  tell  her  she 
could  join  the  Church.  Although  he  never  became  n 
member,  he  allowed  her  that  privilege  of  partaking  of 
the  blessings  that  were  in  store  for  her. 

Such  is  the  story  of  the  conversion  of  Sister  Sarah 
C.  Shinkle,  who  at  present  lives  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio. 
After  thirty-five  years  of  trials  and  persecutions  she  is 
even  more  true  to  the  faith  than  on  that  day  when  she 
was  baptized.  God  bless  her! 

The  following  baptisms  were  performed  during  the 
past  two  months.  In  Cincinnati:  Elizabeth  Lee  Roberts, 
Ruth  Steel  Cox,  Atholl  C.  Trimball  and  Cherie  Joline 
Solyer,  Raymay  Jane  Chapin,  and  Nettie  Prickett;  in 
Dayton,  John  Wander  Hunt,  Clarence  Theadore  Lutz, 
and  Howard  Foster  Burton.  We  heartily  welcome  these 
new  members  into  the  Church  and  pray  the  Lord  to 
bless  them  with  strength  and  determination  to  live  the 
Gospel. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT  :-Crafton  W.  Call,  President. 

On  May  29,  the  first  open-air  baptismal  service  of 
the  year  was  held  near  Youngstown  with  a  large  crowd 
in  attendance.  The  following  people  entered  the  waters 
of  baptism,  and  we  heartily  welcome  them  into  the 
Church:  David  Schuker,  John  Eastabrook,  Charlotte  and 
Lucy  Gelderman,  Louis  Kneubehl,  Dorothy  Rochelle, 
LeRoy  Hinckson,  Jr.,  and  Evelyn  Dolyak. 

On  May  25,  26  and  27  an  outstanding  missionary 
convention  was  held  in  Columbus.  We  feel  certain 
that  the  information  and  training  received  at  this  time 
will  assist  us  greatly  in  becoming  more  efficient  in 
our  missionary  work. 

A  thrilling  district  conference  was  held  in  Akron  on 
June  19.  One  of  the  largest  groups  of  Sain!s  that  has 


ever  been  assembled  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  in 
attendance.  Not  only  the  Saints  from  all  parts  of  the 
district,  but  an  unusually  large  number  of  friends  and 
visitors  were  present.  Our  cups  were  filled  to  over¬ 
flowing  for  the  inspirational  direction  extended  by  the 
Almighty  touching  the  hearts  of  all  those  who  were 
present. 

Two  of  the  Elders  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district 
relate  the  following  experience  which  is  illustrative  of 
all  those  who  travel  in  the  country  without  purse  or 
scrip.  They  had  been  trading  and  telling  the  story  of 
the  restoration  throughout  the  entire  day,  and  as  night 
came  on  they  were  without  a  place  to  sleep.  As  they 
stood  on  the  side  of  the  road  to  rest,  they  saw  a  man 
who  was  walking  toward  them.  He  was  about  to  pass, 
but  stopped  and  inquired  concerning  their  business. 
He  was  promptly  informed  of  the  mission  of  the  Elders 
and  as  a  result  they  were  taken  into  his  home  where 
they  held  an  inspiring  meeting  and  remained  there  for 
the  night.  We  feel  that  the  Lord  led  these  mission¬ 
aries  to  that  home  and  that  its  inmates  will  become 
members  of  the  Church. 

We  are  enjoying  our  country  work  to  the  fullest  ex¬ 
tent  and  pray  that  the  blessings  of  God  will  rest  upon 
each  individual  who  is  righteously  engaged  in  this 
glorious  work. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Wilbur  R.  Harding, 
President. 

In  Ezekiel,  we  are  told  that  the  Stick  of  Judah  (the 
Bible)  and  the  Stick  of  Joseph  (the  Book  of  Mormon) 
shall  come  together  in  the  latter  days  and  go  hand  in 
hand  in  proclaiming  the  Gospel  to  the  nations  of  the 
world.  The  Nephites  were  then  of  the  tribes  of  Joseph 
and  their  record  or  "stick"  is  truly  represented  by  the 
Book  of  Mormon  as  is  the  "slick"  of  Judah,  by  the 
Bible. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  striving  very 
earnestly  to  place  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  as  many 
homes  as  possible  and  showing  the  connection  it  has 
with  the  Bible.  The  Bible  is  today  and  has  been  for 
many  centuries  in  most  American  homes.  The  fulfill¬ 
ing  of  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel  is  being  accomplished 
today  by  the  union  of  the  two  in  these  homes.  The 
missionaries  of  the  district  have  averaged  35  books 
distributed  per  missionary  for  the  past  five  months. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  our  great¬ 
est  missionary.  This  has  been  proved  true  in  our 
campaign.  An  average  of  64  books  per  missionary 
was  reached  during  April. 

A  successful  branch  conference  was  held  in  Clinton, 
Illinois,  Sunday,  June  19.  The  purpose  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  to  organize  the  branch.  We  regret  the  loss 
of  our  former  branch  president  who  was  called  by  death 
on  May  19.  He  served  the  branch  very  efficiently. 
He  is  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  Brother  Alfred 
Cooley. 

A  very  impressive  baptismal  service  was  held  in 
Clinton  in  connection  with  the  branch  conference.  A 

group  of  Saints  and  some  friends  gathered  under  the 
shade  of  a  large  tree  on  the  bank  of  a  little  creek  west 
of  Clinton  to  witness  the  services.  We  welcome  into 
the  fold  Sister  Hazel  Clarrey,  who  was  baptized  by 
Brother  Alfred  Cooley  and  pray  our  Father's  blessings 
lo  attend  her  and  guide  her  in  her  church  work. 

NORTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT  :-T.  Hoyt  Palmer,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

It  is  truly  a  great  joy  to  missionaries  to  see  others 
receive  and  recognize  the  joys  and  blessings  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilbur  McKim 
of  Muncie,  are  two  people  who  bear  testimony  to  hav¬ 
ing  received  these  blessings.  When  the  missionaries 
first  contacted  them,  Mrs.  McKim  was  ill  with  heart 
trouble  and  had  been  told  by  the  doctor  that  she 
would  never  be  able  to  work  again.  She  invited  the 
Elders  in,  more  because  she  felt  sorry  for  them  than 
because  of  the  message  they  had  for  her.  She  invited 
them  back,  however,  and  before  very  long  they  began 
lo  hold  meetings  in  the  McKim  home.  Soon  Mrs. 
McKim  began  to  see  an  improvement  in  her  health  and 
this  improvement  continued  from  that  lime  on.  For 
some  months  now  she  has  been  doing  all  of  her  own 
work  and  since  being  administered  lo,  some  six  or 
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seven  weeks  ago,  she  has  had  no  weak  spells,  nor 
has  she  tasted  blood  after  some  little  exertion  as  she 
frequently  did  before.  Both  the  McKims  are  people  of 
great  faith  and  sincerity  and  give  all  credit  to  the 
power  of  the  Lord,  and  bear  testimony  that  they  know 
the  message  brought  to  them  is  the  truth.  They  can¬ 
not  do  enough  for  the  missionaries  because  of  the  new 
hope  and  joy  thus  brought  into  their  lives. 

The  Church  Security  Program  is  taking  on  added 
significance  to  the  members  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Branch. 
Recently  the  Priesthood  of  the  Branch  inaugurated  a 
project  to  do  their  part  in  this  great  church  movement. 
A  plot  of  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  ground  was  do¬ 
nated  and  the  Priesthood  has  all  cooperated  with  their 
means  and  effort  until  now  a  very  promising  garden 
is  well  on  the  way  to  bringing  forth  the  necessities 
of  life  for  this  coming  winter.  In  the  fall  of  the  year 
the  Relief  Society  will  can  all  that  is  raised.  Through 
cooperation  and  effort,  another  branch  of  the  Church 
is  well  on  the  way  to  providing  for  the  security  of  its 
members. 

WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:  -  Marvin  J.  Deamer, 
President. 

Distinctive  spring  festivals  climaxed  the  successful 
tour  of  President  Parry  and  his  associates  in  .'he  West 
Michigan  District.  Each  branch  responded  splendidly 
with  an  impressive  program  and  the  skits  and  other 
entertainments  provided  by  the  Mission  "Joy  Boys" 
supplied  the  added  touch  that  gave  this  yem’s  spring 
and  summer  festivals  a  fitting  climax  for  the  M.  I.  A. 
work. 

As  we  look  in  retrospect  on  this  year's  achievements 
and  pleasures  we  feel  grateful  to  the  traveling  Elders 
for  their  stimulation  and  encouragement  in  this  type 
of  activity  among  the  branches. 

Following  the  winter's  successful  Book  of  Mormon 
campaign  came  the  encouraging  and  thrilling  testimonies 
of  those  who  have  prayed  about  the  contents  of  this 
sacred  volume,  resulting  in  the  baptism  of  Esther  Wil¬ 
liams  and  her  son  Richard,  Charlotte  Lorraine  Smith, 
Villetle  May  Bowers,  Mary  ELa  Smith,  Audrey  Jean 
Armstrong  and  Walter  Richard  Peierlein.  We  heartily 
welcome  these  people  into  the  fold  and  pray  for  their 
continued  joy  and  satisfaction  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

A  very  successful  and  stimulating  branch  conference 
was  held  in  Battle  Creek,  Sunday,  June  12th,  at  which 
numerous  Saints  and  investigators  listened  attentatively 
to  the  discourses  of  the  missionaries.  A  tasty  luncheon 
was  prepared  by  the  Relief  Society. 

We  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  and  gratitude  to  Brother 
John  Armstrong,  who  presided  so  faithfully  over  our 
Grand  Rapids  Mutual.  His  tireless  energy  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  do  his  part  is  commendable.  At  his  release 
Brother  Rufus  Garvin  was  sustained  as  President  with 
Cecil  Wadsworth  and  Roy  Atwood  as  counselors. 

With  the  coming  of  summer  comes  the  stimulating 
desire  to  effectively  carry  out  the  summer's  program 
in  the  open  country.  Many  experiences  await  the  dili¬ 
gent  Elders  — experiences  that  will  live  in  their  mem¬ 
ory  as  long  as  time  endures.  Moments  when  we  prac¬ 
tically  feel  the  touch  of  Him  for  whom  we  labor.  It 
is  with  great  anticipation  we  await  these  trails  and 
joys. 

WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT Ivan  L.  Ashmenl,  President. 

Along  with  keeping  his  commandments,  God  desires 
that  we  use  our  possibilities  to  the  best  advantage. 
He  would  like  us  to  think  of  these  members  in  our 
Church  who  are  less  fortunate  and  those  who  are  not 
privileged  to  attend  a  Sunday  School  each  Sunday 
morning.  There  are  some  of  our  members  who  are  able 
to  come  only  on  special  occasions,  such  as  to  district 
conferences.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  missionaries  to  visit 
these  people  and  organize  as  many  Home  Sunday  Schools 
as  possible. 

We  have  one  Sunday  School  that  has  been  organized 
within  the  past  month  and  the  Saints  are  doing  a  splen¬ 
did  work  to  carry  this  project  forth.  In  many  cases 
it  is  impossible  to  organize  a  Sunday  School  but  a 
meeting  can  be  held  with  them,  which  will  help  them 
Jo  become  more  valiant  in  the  testimony  of  Jesus. 

In  connection  with  these  visits  we  are  trying  to  hold 


open-air  meetings  in  the  town  parks,  and  in  some  cases 
we  are  able  to  secure  school  auditoriums.  We  have 
held  three  of  these  meetings  in  the  past  week  and 
found  the  people  to  be  very  much  interested  in  seeing 
the  life  of  Christ  portrayed  in  pictures.  We  have  been 
showing  the  lecture  "King  of  Kings"  on  our  first  visit, 
and  plan  to  follow  a  few  weeks  later  with  "Landmarks 
of  Church  History." 

Each  evening  one  of  the  missionaries  is  designated 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  meeting.  After  the  pictures  are 
shown  the  one  in  charge  calls  us,  in  turn,  to  the  mi¬ 
crophone  and  questions  that  we  are  asked  in  our 
everyday  conversations  are  used  during  this  time/  such 
as,  "I  understand  your  Church  is  called  the  Latter-day 
Saint  Church,  The  Mormon  Church,  and  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Could  you  tell  us  the 
proper  name?"  In  answering  these  and  other  ques¬ 
tions,  it  enables  the  missionary  to  give  enlightment  on 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

On  Sunday,  June  19,  an  impressive  baptismal  service 
war  held  in  the  Des  Moines  river,  at  which  time  six 
newly  converted  members  entered  the  waters  of  bap¬ 
tism.  They  are:  Dudley  Dale  Wolfe,  Frederick  Earl 
Tilley,  Esther  Johanna  Brunewald,  Theodore  Earl  and 
Alice  Beryl  Tilley.  They  were  confirmed  at  a  special 
meeting  in  the  evening.  We  pray  they  will  cherish 
the  Gospel,  and  that  it  will  add  joy  and  happiness  to 
their  lives. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Louise  Call -From  Brigham  City,  Utah,  to  N.  Indiana. 
Clariece  Craner  — From  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  to  Wisconsin. 
Ida  Perry  — From  Willard,  Utah,  to  South  Indiana. 
Richard  Ray  — From  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  South  Indiana. 
Silas  M.  Young -From  Perry,  Utah,  to  North  Illinois. 
TRANSFERS 

Rose  Bernards  — From  East  Iowa,  to  South  Indiana. 

Delva  Yost  — From  Wisconsin,  to  North  Indiana. 

Donald  Bradford  — From  South  Indiana,  to  South  Ohio. 
RELEASES 

Nina  B.  Tenney  — From  Mission  Office,  fo  Prescott,  Ariz. 
LaVar  H.  Whittaker —  From  South  Ohio,  to  Salt  Lake,  U 
BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT  :-J.  Herbert  Wheeler,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  past  two  months  were  months  marked  with  many 
inspirational  events  and  meetings,  which  have  strength¬ 
ened  the  faith  and  testimony  of  all  who  were  privileged 
to  participate  in  them. 

On  May  7,  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Inde¬ 
pendence,  Kansas -at  which  seven  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample  set  by  our  Lord  and  were  bom  of  the  water  and 
of  the  Spirit.  Elder  Marvin  Hymas  baptized  John 
William  Cain,  Jr.,  Dora  Alberta  Cain  and  Dorothy 
Marie  Rowhier/  Henrietta  Maude  Vaughn,  Doris  Arlene 
Davidson,  William  Ray  Stratton  and  Mary  Jaqueline 
Davidson  were  baptized  by  Elder  Stanford  G william. 
These  ordinances  were  performed  in  the  font  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Margaret  May  Lee  of  Pittsburg,  Kan¬ 
sas,  was  baptized  by  Elder  Jay  C.  Stout  on  May  11.  We 
extend  to  these  good  people  a  hearty  welcome  into 
the  sheep-fold  and  may  they  continue  to  be  "Actively 
engaged  in  the  good  cause,"  then  happiness  will  be 
their  lot. 

District  conference  was  held  on  June  5th  with  meet¬ 
ings  at  Topeka  and  Leavenworth.  We  were  privileged 
to  have  President  Woodruff  with  us  and  he  truly  gave 
some  valuable  council  to  those  who  were  in  attendance. 

Sisters  Verla  Hale,  Leona  Cleverley  and  Elders  Stan¬ 
ford  Gwilliam  and  Harold  Cox  are  to  be  complimented 
on  the  remarkable  manner  in  which  they  are  carrying 
on  the  work  in  Independence,  Kansas.  On  Sunday, 
June  19,  the  first  sacrament  meeting  was  held.  Now 
a  hall  has  been  procured  and  regular  meetings  will  be 
held,  beginning  July  3. 
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Elders  Jay  C.  Stout  and  George  C.  Clawson  are 
carrying  on  commendably  in  Hiawatha  and  the  rural 
districts  in  the  near  vicinity.  They  report  many  good 
contacts  and  many  friends  have  been  made. 

In  Fort  Scott  and  Pittsburg,  Elders  Johnson  and  Willis 
are  doing  a  good  work.  Their  trading  district  is  nearly 
finished.  Many  good  seeds  have  been  sown  and  as 
we  are  told  that  "As  a  man  soweth  so  shall  he  reap," 
we  are  looking  forward  to  the  harvest. 

SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT Alma  P.  Burton, 
President. 

Elders  Dan  L.  Waite  and  Grant  C.  Porter  report  the 
following  experience:  "As  we  were  returning  from  a 
street  meeting  at  Buffalo  we  were  offered  a  ride.  We 
were  unable  to  accept  because  of  our  destinations  being 
different.  The  people  in  the  car  seemed  very  friendly 
and  one  of  them  asked  us  if  we  were  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries,  to  which  we  acknowledged  that  we  were. 
One  then  told  us  of  having  lived  in  Utah,  and  the  fine 
way  in  which  he  was  treated  while  living  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church.  After  an  interesting  conversation 
and  discussion,  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  leave  and 
continue  our  journey,  and  as  we  left  he  said,  'A  person 
doesn't  realize  what  he  is  leaving  when  he  moves 
from  a  settlement  of  Mormon  people.'  Many  fine 
tributes  are  paid  us  by  those  who  have  visited  our 
communities  or  lived  among  the  people  of  the  Church." 

The  Lord  is  ever  mindful  of  his  humble  and  faithful 
servants  in  their  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  dis¬ 
tressed.  A  short  time  ago  the  youngest  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Dalton  of  Baxter  Springs,  Kansas,  was  brought 
to  Joplin  to  attend  a  conference  being  held  there.  He 
had  been  suffering  from  arthritis  and  was  unable  to 
walk  and  care  for  himself.  His  mother  requested  that 
he  be  administered  to  and  accordingly,  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  a  group  of  men  having  the  necessary 
authority  were  called  together.  The  administration  was 
performed  and  the  boy  has  almost  fully  recovered.  We 
are  truly  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  such  blessings  as  these 
which  can  only  be  realized  through  the  Priesthood. 

The  infant  daughter  of  Glen  and  Edna  May  Johnson 
was  buried  in  the  Diamond  cemetery  April  28.  Brief 
grave-side  services  were  conducted  by  Elder  Alma  P. 
Burton  assisted  by  Georgia  Morgan,  Eldora  Camp  and 
Eugene  Morgan. 

Jimmie  Earl  Sandmire,  Betty  and  Billie  Cahill  and 
Lorene  Pannel  were  recently  received  into  the  Church 
by  baptism.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the  branch 
presidency  of  Joplin. 

President  Vernon  A.  Kimball  and  Councelor  William 
McKelvey  of  the  mission  genealogy  board  were  the 
main  speakers  at  our  genealogy  conference  held  June  12. 
The  conference  consisted  of  three  sessions  held  in 
Miami,  Webb  City  and  Joplin.  All  meetings  were  well 
attended,  manifesting  much  interest  in  genealogical 
work  in  this  district. 

Elder  Ross  D.  Holmes  reports  that  when  returning 
from  Kansas  City  he  was  given  a  ride  which  left  him 
stranded  between  towns  at  such  an  hour  as  to  make 
difficult  the  obtaining  of  another  ride  and  reaching 
his  destination  that  night.  He  said,  "I  went  to  tha 
nearest  town  to  seek  entertainment  for  the  night  and 
upon  contacting  the  local  minister  of  the  town,  he 
invited  me  to  stay  with  him.  The  evening  was  spent 
in  a  discussion  of  churches  and  religion  at  the  end 
of  which  we  retired.  The  following  morning  he  gave 
me  my  breakfast  and  when  ready  to  leave  he  told  me 
he  was  glad  that  no  prejudice  existed  between  us  and 
asked  if  he  might  have  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
as  ha  was  eager  to  learn  more  concerning  our  teach¬ 
ings." 

We  as  missionaries  and  ambassadors  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  are  happy  in  our  labors,  teaching, 
preaching  and  bearing  our  testimony  to  all  who  will 
give  us  the  opportunity. 

EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT: -A.  Dale  Monson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"It  is  God  that  girdeth  me  with  strength  and  maketh 
my  way  perfect."  The  missionaries  of  this  district 
have  keenly  sensed  the  truth  of  the  above  quoted  pass¬ 
age,  spoken  so  forcibly  by  an  ancient  prophet. 


On  May  15,  President  Grant  L.  Catmull  met  with  the 
branch  of  Bartlesville  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing 
the  branch  presidency.  Brother  Sam  Goodwin  was  re¬ 
leased  from  the  office  of  president.  Brother  Robert 

Foster  was  sustained  as  branch  president  with  Enoch 
Pierce  as  first  counselor  and  Clarence  Livingston  as 
clerk.  We  wish  to  thank  Brother  Goodwin  for  the 

untiring  efforts  he  has  put  forth  and  faithful  service 
rendered  while  holding  this  position  since  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  branch. 

Elder  Catmull  and  Elder  A.  Dale  Monson  made  a 

tour  of  the  branches  and  Sunday  Schools  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  They  report  rapid  progress  in  the  different 

branches.  The  Saints  are  to  be  highly  complimented 
on  their  determined  zeal  and  united  efforts  in  assisting 
in  the  promulgation  of  the  Lord's  work. 

Elders  Leo  Turnbow  and  Clarence  Bybee  report  much 
success  with  their  street  meetings.  Elders  LeRoy  G. 
Sweat  and  Melville  Trimble  have  been  greatly  blessed 
in  their  work  while  trading  and  are  having  many 
successful  meetings. 

Truly  the  Lord  goes  before  us;  is  with  us,-  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  bless  us  at  all  times  in  preparing  ways  and 
means  to  present  the  Gospel  teachings  to  many  people. 
We  missionaries  and  Saints  of  the  District  give  thanks 
unto  our  Lord,  for  our  health,  strength,  wisdom  and 
knowledge  to  continue  on  in  this  great  work,  rejoicing 
in  the  many  privileges  we  have. 

District  personnel :  Sisters  Maria  Anderson  and  Lu¬ 
cille  Lee  with  President  Dale  Monson  and  Max  Dailey 
in  Tulsa;  Elders  Leo  Turnbow  and  Clarence  Bybee  in 
Okmulgee.  Elders  LeRoy  G.  Sweat  and  Melville  Trimble 
in  Bartlesville. 

INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT :  -  Elliott  N.  Rowan,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "There's  no  finer  quality  in 
all  the  world  than  gratitude;  there  is  nothing  a  man  can 
have  in  his  heart  so  mean,  so  low,  as  ingratitude."  Let 
us  as  missionaries  show  by  our  work  and  actions  that 
we  are  grateful  for  the  opportunity  and  privilege  that 
has  been  ours  of  coming  into  the  mission  field  and 
being  of  service  to  our  fellowmen,  for  true  happiness 
comes  through  service  to  others.  Then  let  us  show  our 
gratitude  by  putting  forth  more  effort  and  having  a 
greater  determination  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  missionaries  are  striving  diligently  to  bring  the 
people  to  the  knowledge  that  the  Gospel  has  been  re¬ 
stored  and  many  opportunities  and  privileges  have  been 
afforded  them  in  their  various  fields  of  labor. 

Elders  Lester  Hansen  and  Dwight  W.  Smith  are  work¬ 
ing  in  Booneville.  Elders  Lynn  Waters  and  Truman 
Lyman  in  Clinton;  Elders  V.  Jarvis  Hailing  and  Lyle 
Peterson  are  traveling  in  the  country.  Sisters  Gertrude 
Neal  and  Naomi  Maycock  and  Elder  Alvin  Ralphs  in 
Centropolis.  Sisters  Bessie  Grteenhalgh  and  Jennie 
Fonnesbeck  and  Margaret  Price  and  Elder  Elliott  N. 
Rowan  in  Kansas  City. 

Some  little  time  ago  President  Woodruff  saw  fit  to 
establish  a  local  district  presidency  over  this  area 
comprising  Independence  and  East  Kansas  Districts  and 
J.  C.  Ellsworth  was  made  president.  Now  he  has  en¬ 
larged  the  district  to  include  Southwest  Missouri  and 
given  President  Ellsworth  two  counselors.  Pres.  Ezra  L. 
Marler  of  Independence  Branch  and  Pres.  C.  D.  Kall- 
strom  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri  Branch  were  called  to 
these  positions.  This  made  necessary  the  reorganizing 
of  these  two  branches  which  was  done  Sunday,  May  1. 
Brother  C.  D.  Kallstrom  after  faithful  service  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Kansas  City  Branch  for  24  years  and  his 
counselors,  Frank  O.  Storey  and  Joseph  E.  Collier,  who 
have  labored  faithfully  with  him  were  released.  Elbert 
S.  Barker  was  sustained  as  president  and  Milton  E. 
Nelson,  first  counselor. 

Ezra  L.  Marler  and  his  counselors  Eugene  Watters 
and  Alma  Preator,  who  have  served  faithfully  as  the 
branch  presidency  in  Independence  for  the  past  four 
years  were  released.  Stanley  J.  Bennion  was  sustained 
as  the  new  branch  president  with  Eugene  Watters  and 
Thomas  F.  Crow  as  his  counselors.  William  E.  Spears 
was  sustained  as  clerk  succeeding  Brother  Crow,  re¬ 
leased  to  take  place  in  the  branch  presidency. 
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We  report  two  baptisms  in  the  district.  Everett 
Spears,  who  was  baptized  June  5  and  Jane  Dee  Spears, 
baptized  July  3  in  the  Independence  Branch.  William 
E.  Spears,  the  father,  performed  the  ordinance  in  each 
•case. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Margaret  Price -From  Vernal,  Utah,  to  Independence. 
Elsie  Swan  — From  Los  Angeles,  Calil.,  to  Missouri  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Thomas  Butterfield  — From  Independence  to  West  Kansas. 
Thelma  Bowen -From  Missouri  to  Independence  Dist. 
Murray  Foutz  — From  Independence  to  West  Oklahoma. 
RELEASES 

Aaron  Jones  — to  Mayfield,  Utah. 

Grant  Catmull-To  Rupert,  Idaho. 

Ferrell  Catmull-To  Rupert,  Idaho. 

Stanford  J.  Taylor -To  Loa,  Utah. 

R.  Ferris  Bunker  to  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

APPOINTMENTS 

A.  Dale  Monson  to  preside  over  East  Oklahoma  Dist. 
Paul  E.  Felt  to  preside  over  West  Kansas  District. 

.J.  Herbert  Wheeler  to  preside  over  East  Kansas  District. 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT Henry  J.  Skid¬ 
more,  President,  99  Elliot  Street,  Springfield,  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Street  meetings  have  been  included  recently  in  the 
missionary  activities  in  the  West  Massachusetts  District, 
with  considerable  success.  Three  have  been  held  in  the 
small  town  of  Greenfield,  •  and  along  with  the  radio 
programs,  tracting,  etc.,  have  been  the  means  of  mak¬ 
ing  several  friends  for  the  Church. 

Results,  of  course,  are  not  always  immediate,  or  ap¬ 
parent.  While  tracting  recently,  Sisters  Baird  and  Foutz 
met  a  woman  who  told  a  very  interesting  story.  She 
said  that  several  years  ago,  she  was  waiting  at  home 
for  news  of  her  husband,  who  was  undergoing  a  serious 
opralion,  and  it  was  feared  that  he  would  not  recover. 
It  was  at  this  difficult  time  that  one  of  our  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  called  at  her  home,  in  the  course  of  a  morn¬ 
ing's  tracting  and  was  invited  in.  The  visit  brought 
such  comfort  and  cheer  to  #the  anxious  woman,  that 
she  has  never  forgotten.  She  never  saw  the  girl  again, 
and  had  forgotten  her  name,  but  that  long-ago  visit 
opened  the  doors  of  that  home  to  the  missionaries  who 
came  later.  The  family  is  interested,  and  very  friendly. 
It  is  from  such  incidents  that  we  see  how  the  results 
of  our  work  may  be  of  more  consequence  than  we 
realize. 

Many  valuable  friendships  are  being  made  by  visiting 
the  services  and  Young  People's  meetings  of  other 
churches.  While  visiting  at  a  meeting  of  the  Swedish 
Luthern  League,  Elder  Skidmore  was  invited  to  explain 
some  of  our  activities  and  beliefs  before  the  group. 
After  the  meeting  ended,  we  were  asked  to  remain  and 
answer  questions,  which  we  gladly  did. 

Visiting  ministers  and  pastors  of  other  denominations, 
has  proven  helpful  in  tracting. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT: -Dari  Andersen,  President,  Box 
303,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 

"For  the  Lord  is  God,  and  beside  him  there  is  no 
Savior.  His  purposes  fail  not,  neither  are  there  any 
who  can  stay  his  hand." 

During  the  past  few  weeks  there  have  been  many 
favorable  publications  coming  from  many  sources  which 
have  created  a  friendly  attitude  toward  our  Church  and 
its  accomplishments.  This  kindly  feeling  is  a  very 
marked  contrast  from  the  reception  the  missionaries 
received  a  few  years  ago  in  this  district. 

•  Elders  Wise  and  Andersen  have  been  looking  up  lost 
members  and  after  telling  one  lady  of  the  marked  change 
in  the  attitude  of  the  public  toward  us,  she  remarked, 
■"Although  I  have  not  been  in  contact  with  the  Church 


for  the  past  few  years,  I  know  it  has  been  going  for¬ 
ward  because  it  is  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  when  it 
is  the  work  of  the  Lord  it  is  bound  to  succeed  though 
the  devil  and  all  other  forces  combine  against  it." 

Our  cottage  meetings  have  increased  until  now  our 
attendance  is  as  large  as  that  of  three  of  the  local 
Churches.  While  in  Rutland,  Elders  Richards  and  Ber- 
rett  held  a  few  services  at  the  Girls  Reformatory.  The 
matron  so  highly  enjoyed  the  services  that  she  asked 
for  a  regular  weekly  meeting  there. 

We  rejoice  in  the  assurance  we  have  that  this  is  the 
work  of  the  Lord  and  that  his  purposes  never  fail. 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT Lamonl  W.  Loveday,  Presi¬ 
dent,  48  Wildwood  Avenue,  Waierbury,  Connecticut. 

We  of  the  Connecticut  District  are  truly  happy  ior  the 
success  which  has  attended  our  efforts  during  the  past 
month.  Especially  are  we  thankful  for  our  health  and 
strength  which  enables  us  to  lake  advantage  of  our 
opportunities,  and  bring  to  many  of  the  fine  people 
of  New  England,  a  knowledge  of  the  glorious  truth 
of  which  we  are  the  grateful  possessors.  Converts  are 
few  — but  our  friends  are  many  and  are  increasing 
daily.  It  cheers  us  to  remember,  however,  that  friends 
come  before  converts. 

Radio  has  long  been  considered  a  very  important 
instrument  and  useful  aid,  for  fulfilling  the  ancient, 
as  well  as  the  modern  command,  "Preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  people."  The 
missionaries  of  New  Haven  have  taken  advantage  of 
this  means  of  spreading  the  Gospel,  and  with  two  fif¬ 
teen-minute  programs  weekly  they  have  given  of  their 
best  efforts.  These  efforts  have  produced  results,  for 
Elder  Hochstrasser,  who  writes  the  continuity  for  these 
fine  programs,  reports: 

"The  station  manager  has  complimented  us  on  our 
programs  many  times.  Just  recently  he  called  me  on 
the  phone  and  informed  me  that  he  had  sold  the  time 
which  had  been  allotted  us  regularly  on  Thursdays,  but 
because  of  the  fine  type  program  we  had  always  main¬ 
tained  he  was  happy  to  give  us  one-half  hour  instead 
of  fifteen  minutes  on  Sunday  evenings." 

Elder  Hochstrasser  also  reports  that  no  "Mormon" 
doctrine  or  philosophy  is  barred  from  the  air  and 
that  they  are  allowed  to  teach  any  of  the  many  beauti¬ 
ful  truths  we  have  for  the  people  of  the  world,  without 
restriction.  This  is  a  very  interesting  turn  of  events 
when  only  a  short  time  ago  the  name  "Mormon"  was 
restricted  from  going  out  over  the  air. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Elda  Hepworth  — From  Grover,  Wyo.,  to  E.  Massachusetts. 
Earl  Williams  — From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Rhode  Island  Dist. 
Merrill  B.  Robinson -From  Oakley,  Idaho,  to  Vermont. 
RELEASES 

Reed  B.  Berreli-From  Vermont -Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Violet  R.  Gates  — From  Connecticut  — Home,  Los  Angeles. 
VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Mission  Publicity  Director. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

LAKE  DISTRICT  :-B.  Harry  Goodman,  President,  644 
Marshall  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Plans  for  the  future  work  of  the  missionaries  give 
promise  of  success  in  the  Lake  District.  The  mission¬ 
aries  are  all  enjoying  their  service  in  this  field  and 
are  trying  various  ways  of  presenting  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  increasing  numbers  of  pepole.  Elders  Gillett 
and  Brady,  who  are  laboring  in  Fori  William,  Ontario, 
Canada,  are  meeting  with  much  success  in  their  efforts. 
They  held  a  baptismal  service  June  20,  in  which  six 
persons  entered  the  Church.  The  new  members  are: 
Mary  Adeline  Patricia  Hoben,  Alma  Ileene  Hoben, 
Mrytle  Helen  Hoben,  Hazel  Myrtle  Hoben,  Gladys  Vera 
Wicks  and  Hazel  Gladys  Wicks.  We  are  happy  to  wel¬ 
come  these  people  into  the  fold  and  wish  them  much 
joy  and  happiness  in  their  living  the  Gospel.  Elders 
King  and  Dunn  who  are  working  in  Virginia,  Minne¬ 
sota,  feel  that  their  efforts  are  gradually  reaping  re- 
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suits,  and  that  they  are  now  being  more  readily  re¬ 
ceived  than  heretofore. 

Sister  Stuart  with  her  new  companion,  Sister  Olsen, 
is  now  laboring  in  Superior,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
are  assisting  with  a  small  Sunday  School.  Sisler  Tolman 
with  her  new  companion,  Sister  Durrani,  is  now  in 
Duluth  carrying  on  the  work  of  that  city.  We  look 
forward  to  seeing  these  two  new  missionaries  become  a 
real  strength  to  the  district  after  working  with  their 
present  fine  companions.  Both  pairs  of  Sisters  are 
doing  excellent  work  and  have  progressive  plans  for 
the  future.  Elders  Hall  and  Bales  have  been  contacting 
many  of  the  old  friends  and  investigators  throughout  the 
entire  district  and  look  forward  to  much  success  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer's  work. 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT: -Karl  Martin,  President, 
Box  201,  Lewistown,  Montana. 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way  his  wonders  to  per¬ 
form"  was  proven  to  be  true  by  an  incident  which  took 
place  recently  while  Elders  Martin  and  Wilkins  were 
touring  the  district.  They  report:  "We  were  unable 
to  leave  Lewistown,  Montana,  because  for  some  un¬ 
known  reason  we  could  get  no  rides  from  passing  auto- 
ists.  The  reason  for  our  delay  was  finally  made  mani¬ 
fest  to  us  by  the  appearance  of  a  man  who  had  been 
looking  for  Mormon  missionaries  to  solemnize  his  mar¬ 
riage,  as  he  was  planning  to  be  married  the  following 
Sunday.  After  we  had  made  all  arrangements  to 
oblige  him  on  that  day,  we  tried  again  to  find  a  ride, 
and  caught  the  first  car  that  came  along.  During  the 
remainder  of  our  journey  we  were  able  to  make  per¬ 
fect  connections.  We  returned  the  next  Sunday  and 
performed  the  marriage.  The  man  was  so  impressed 
by  the  simple  dignity  of  the  services  and  by  our  will¬ 
ingness  to  serve  freely  that  he  asked  for  some  of  our 
literature  and  since  then  is  showing  a  marked  interest 
in  the  restored  Gospel." 

When  Elders  Zeyer  and  Wilkins  made  a  visit  to  Judith 
Gap  they  contacted  one  of  the  local  ministers,  and  had 
a  very  interesting  discussion.  They  were  told  that  on 
any  occasion  they  desired,  other  than  on  the  two  nights 
a  week  when  his  regular  meetings  were  scheduled,  they 
were  perfectly  welcome  to  use  his  chapel  and  give 
the  people  of  that  locality  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
Mormonism.  Such  an  offer  is  a  sign  of  the  increas¬ 
ing  good  will  of  the  world  toward  our  people. 

In  Glendive  Elders  Tingey  and  Smith  were  invited 
to  attend  the  Kiwanis  Club  to  explain  the  Church  Se¬ 
curity  Program.  Elder  Tingey  spoke  to  the  thirty  men 
present,  and  they  were  so  impressed  that  they  told  it 
to  their  friends  and  neighbors.  Then  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  contacted  the  Elders  and  asked  if  they  would 
please  give  them  the  addresses  of  some  of  our  ’  influ¬ 
ential  farmers  who  would  assist  them  in  the  new  irri¬ 
gation  project  that  is  being  sponsored  in  that  locality. 
This  has  been  reported  and  is  offering  a  fine  opportunity 
for  our  Church  to  assist  this  drouth  stricken  area  of 
Montana  back  to  prosperity. 

SOUTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT Mont  G.  Kenney, 
President,  Box  152,  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota. 

On  Sunday,  June  19,  the  missionaries  of  the  South 
Minnesota  District  gathered  at  Mankato  for  a  district 
conference.  We  were  very  happy  to  have  with  us  our 
beloved  Mission  President,  David  A.  Broadbent,  and 
our  companions  from  the  mission  office.  Our  mission¬ 
ary  meeting  was  held  Sunday  morning  on  the  lawn 
of  the  Teacher's  College  campus.  On  this  spot,  gener¬ 
ously  lent  us  by  the  leaders  of  the  college,  we  had 
an  inspiring  meeting  of  instruction  and  testimony. 
Sessions  of  conference  were  held  in  the  afternoon  and 
evening  at  the  Christian  Science  Chapel.  We  appre¬ 
ciate  very  much  the  graciousness  of  the  people  of  this 
church  who  granted  us  the  use  of  their  building  free 
of  charge.  Both  meetings  were  well  attended  by  Saints 
and  investigators.  The  fine  people  of  this  branch  have 
been  unable  to  hold  services  for  some  time,  because 
a  suitable  meeting  place  has  not  been  available.  They 
were  thankful  for  the  opportunity  of  once  again  hold¬ 
ing  a  service  and  receiving  instruction  and  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  Lord's  servants.  There  were  present  also 
some  Saints  and  investigators  from  surrounding  towns, 
including  Rochester  and  Faribault.  The  kind  sisters  of 


Mankato  provided  a  lovely  picnic  lunch  for  those 
present  which  was  served  in  the  park  between  services. 

Elders  Cordon  and  Crandall  report  they  are  enjoying 
their  labors  at  Red  Wing.  They  have  started  a  Primary 
and  hold  a  service  each  Sunday  as  well  as  cottage 
meetings  during  the  week. 

Elder  Crandall  is  a  member  of  the  city's  concert  band 
and  through  his  participation  in  this  organization  has 
been  able  to  make  many  fine  friends  with  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  community. 

Elders  Andrus  and  Owen  have  their  headquarters  at 
Winona,  but  have  been  spending  much  of  their  time 
doing  country  work.  They  travel  to  Rochester  each 
week  end  to  help  conduct  services  with  our  members 
there. 

Sisters  Ruby  Anderson  and  Nellie  Taylor  are  carrying 
on  the  work  in  Rochester.  They  have  some  fine  Pri¬ 
maries  organized  and  while  they  report  that  tracting 
is  not  as  fruitful  as  they  would  like,  they  are  enjoying 
the  work  greatly. 

Elders  Whiting  and  Mumford  report  they  are  being 
greatly  blessed  in  their  work  at  Faribault.  They  are 
holding  a  successful  Sunday  School  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Wohlford,  and  have  an  interested 
group  of  investigators  present  each  Sunday.  They  are 
spending  most  of  their  time  doing  effective  country 
work. 

Elders  McBride  and  Dyches  report  slow  but  steady 
progress  in  their  project  at  Austin.  This  is  the  newest 
project  in  the  district,  but  already  they  have  been 
able  to  make  several  friends  for  the  Gospel  and  are 
carrying  our  message  to  many  new  people. 

Elders  Kenney  and  Wadley  are  enjoying  their  la¬ 
bors  in  Albert  Lea  and  have  found  friends  who  ap¬ 
preciate  the  opportunity  of  learning  something  about 
the  Church.  They  called  on  one  lady  who  had  attend¬ 
ed  the  National  Parent-Teacher's  Conference  in  Salt 
Lake  City  this  year.  She  returned  with  great  admira¬ 
tion  for  the  Mormons  and  their  achievements,  and  now 
is  preparing  a  paper  on  the  Mormon  faith.  She  asked 
the  Elders  to  call  again  and  tell  her  more  about  the 
Church  and  help  her  with  this  paper. 

Two  funerals  were  held  recently  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Elders  Ellsworth  and  Richards.  At  Moniicello, 
Minnesota,  services  were  held  .for  Mrs.  Alma  Gallow, 
an  old  and  faithful  member  of  the  Church.  The  little 
town  turned  out  in  large  numbers  to  pay  their  re¬ 
spects  to  the  deceased.  Elder  Ellsworth  spoke  at  this 
service  and  musical  numbers  were  furnished  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries.  About  130  people  were  in  attendance,  and 
were  favorably  impressed  by  the  beautiful  philosophy 
of  life  which  was  presented  there.  One  woman  was 
heard  to  remark,  "I  have  never  heard  such  a  sermon 
in  my  life."  Such  a  remark  is  typical  of  the  way  in 
which  our  beliefs  were  received.  Another  service  was 
held  in  Minneapolis  recently,  this  time  over  the  remains 
.of  a  woman  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Church.  At 
her  son's  request  the  Elders  took  charge  of  the  services, 
and  the  message  of  our  faith  and  of  consolation  to  the 
bereaved  was  delivered  by  Elder  Richards.  Musical 
numbeis  were  also  furnished  by  the  missionaries.  The 
family  and  friends  present  were  impressed  by  the  Gospel 
as  taught  at  this  service  and  were  thankful  that  the 
Elders  had  been  with  them. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Grace  Estella  McCook -From  Tempee,  Ariz.,  to  Manitoba. 
Cal  H.  Cornia  — From  Woodruff,  Utah,  to  Saskatchewan. 
Ruby  Louise  Durrani  — From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Lake  Disl. 
Ray  M.  Hanchett  — From  Duncan,  Ariz.,  to  N.  Minnesota. 
Clotele  Olsen  — From  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to  Lake  Dist. 
Thelma  Waddoups  -  From  Lewiston,  U.,  to  Saskatchewan. 
RELEASES 

Joseph  M.  Bitter  of  Lake  Dist.  — Home,  Rexburg,  Idaho. 
Ada  Louise  Hawker  of  North  Dakota  — Home,  Declo,  Ida. 
Lawrence  Nephi  Hollings  of  S.  Minnesota  —  Home,  San 

Francisco,  Calif. 

Leda  Maxine  Herizig  of  S.  Minn. -Home,  Rexburg,  Ida. 
Iva  Don  Shumway  of  Yellowstone  — Home,  Kanab,  Utah. 
Ray  D.  Smith  of  Yellowstone -Home,  West  Jordon. 
June  Wood  of  Manitoba  —  Home,  Cedar  City,  Utah. 

S.  GEORGE  ELLSWORTH,  Mission  Secretary. 
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EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 


WEST  PENN.  DISTRICT  :-Keilh  A.  Neilson,  President, 
328  Morewood  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

During  the  past  few  weeks,  the  missionaries  of  this 
district  visited  all  of  the  outlying  members  holding 
many  cottage  meetings  with  them  and  their  friends. 
We  feel  that  it  is  very  important  to  keep  in  contact 
with  all  the  members  of  the  district/  therefore,  we  are 
going  to  attempt  a  visit  at  least  every  two  months. 

District  conference  was  held  on  May  29,  with  two 
sessions  in  the  Pittsburgh  Branch  and  an  evening  ses- 


MISSION  ARIES  OF  WEST  PENNSYLVANIA 
DISTRICT,  EASTERN  STATES  MISSION’ 


President  Frank  Evans  in  Center 

sion  in  the  Wilson  Branch.  President  Frank  Evans  was 
in  attendance.  Conference  was  very  well  attended  by 
both  members  and  investigators.  One  family  of  Saints 
traveled  80  miles  in  order  to  be  present. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  inter-branch  picnics  was  held 
in  Wilson,  Pa.  A  large  number  of  members  came  out 
and  the  day  was  well  spent  and  enjoyed.  The  aim  of 
the  picnics  is  to  esatblish  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
between  the  members  of  the  two  branches.  After 
noting  the  results  of  our  first  picnic  we  think  the 
purpose  will  be  adequately  realized. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church 
through  the  waters  of  baptism  the  following  sisters : 
Emma  Jean  and  Evelyn  LaVern  Aston  and  Betty  Hoff¬ 
man.  We  pray  the  Lord  will  bless  these  new  members 
that  they  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  for 
advancement  which  have  been  opened  to  them. 

CUMORAH  DISTRICT Eugene  J.  Neff,  President,  Hill 
Cumorah,  Palmyra,  New  York. 

With  the  coming  of  spring  and  early  summer  the 
number  of  visitors  at  the  Hill  Cumorah  has  increased 
rapidly.  More  than  2000  people  have  had  the  Gospel 
explained  to  them  during  the  month  of  June  at  the 
base  of  the  Angel  Moroni  Monument  by  Elders  Sher¬ 
man  Brinton,  Paul  Lindberg  and  Harold  Hansen  who 
have  been  laboring  at  the  Hill. 

President  Frank  Evans  personally  reorganized  the  Pal¬ 
myra  Branch  presidency  at  the  recent  branch  confer¬ 
ence.  Brother  Hyrum  Smith  was  set  apart  as  branch 
president  with  Brother  Samuel  Ferguson  and  Brother 
Walter  Dibb  as  counselors. 

Sisters  Laurleen  Petersen  and  Jacquita  Johnson  re¬ 
port  very  promising  success  with  their  Primaries.  Elders 
Hansen  and  Lindberg  are  continuing  their  M.  I.  A. 
class  through  the  summer  months  and  report  that  the 
attendance  has  more  than  doubled  since  May. 

Plans  are  developing  rapidly  for  the  July  22,  23,  24 
conference  to  be  held  at  Palmyra.  President  Evans  has 


been  making  frequent  visits  here  to  complete  plans  for 
this  annual  event.  The  pageant,  "America's  Witness 
for  Christ,"  is  well  underway  and  expectations  are 
high. 

SENECA  DISTRICT -.-Ernest  M.  Skinner,  President,  70 
South  Main  St.,  Canandaigua,  New  York. 

Recently  four  of  our  male  members  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  Priesthood  making  a  total  of  twelve  who 
are  qualified  for  branch  teaching.  They  have  been 
organized  into  six  groups  to  visit  the  fourteen  families 
in  the  branch.  This  is  a  very  effective  way  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  members  and  also  gives  opportunity  for 
magnifying  the  Priesthood. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  the  Canandaigua  Branch  recently 
held  the  closing  social  in  the  form  of  a  picnic.  Games 
were  the  interesting  feature  of  the  afternoon,  after 
which,  lunch  was  served.  Many  members  and  friends 
attended. 

While  tracting  in  Canandaigua  Sister  Glover  and 
Sister  Madsen  called  at  a  home  of  a  blind  woman. 
She  had  the  sweetest  smile  and  never  once  complained 
of  her  misfortune,  although  she  lives  alone  and  is 
compelled  to  care  for  Herself.  They  were  greatly 
moved  and  influenced  by  her  attitude  towards  life. 

HUDSON  DISTRICT Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  President, 
89  Fullerton  Ave.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  members  and  missionaries  of  the  Hudson  Dis¬ 
trict  are  very  glad  to  welcome  into  the  fold  Sister 
Florence  Corbett  and  her  daughter,  Maud.  They  were 
baptized  on  May  29  by  Elder  Oldroyd.  We  all  join 
in  wishing  them  the  choice  blessings  of  God  and  ex¬ 
tending  our  hand  of  fellowship,  trusting  that  they 
will  find  much  joy  in  their  new  associations. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  regular  weekly  meetings  of 
the  Relief  Society  have  been  discontinued  for  the 
summer  the  sisters  are  meeting  once  a  week  at  dif¬ 
ferent  homes  to  make  quilts  which  will  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  building  fund  of  the  branch. 

The  Kingston  Branch  Sunday  School  made  the  trip 
to  Nedburgh  on  June  26  and  a  combined  service  was 
held.  A  very  inspirational  speaking  service  followed 
at  which  various  members  as  well  as  the  missionaries 
spoke. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  in  this  as  in  other  districts, 
our  eyes  are  turned  toward  the  Palmyra  Conference. 
It  is  our  prayer  that  this  year's  conference  will  be  a 
huge  success  and  an  inspiration  to  all  who  attend. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Nina  G.  Rasmussen  — From  Midvale,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
Vera  Facer  — From  Brigham  City,  Utah,  to  Seneca  Dist. 
Edna  Glover  — From  Midvale,  Utah,  to  Seneca  District. 
Elva  Glover  — From  Midvale,  Utah,  to  Potomac  District.. 
Laurleen  Peterson -From  Oasis,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
William  W.  Capener-From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Albany. 
Vincent  J.  Christensen  —  From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Cumorah. 
Klea  Pugsley-From  Rosette,  Utah,  to  Oneida  District. 
Dorothy  Crockett  — From  Pima,  Arizona,  to  Potomac. 
TRANSFERS 

Etheleen  Lloyd  — From  Susquehanna  to  Oneida. 

Lela  Bigelow  — From  Seneca  to  Susquehanna. 

Mabel  Peterson -From  Oneida  to  New  Jersey. 

Elizabeth  Peery-From  Oneida  to  New  Jersey. 

Alma  Watterson  — From  Susquehanna  to  Hudson. 

M.  Brent  Richards  — From  Oneida  to  Mission  Office. 
SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENT 

Joseph  W^  Williams  — Organizer  of  Singing  Mother 
Groups  for  Palmyra. 

APPOINTMENT 

M.  Brent  Richards -Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Supervisor  and 
Publicity  Director. 

RELEASES 

John  Farr  Larson  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Ogden,  Utah. 
Fern  Steed  of  Seneca  — Home,  Mesa,  Arizona. 

Noma  Tilby  of  Cumorah -Home,  Jerome,  Idaho. 

Frank  V.  Jenson  of  New  Jersey  — Home,  Logan,  Utah. 

M.  BRENT  RICHARDS,  Publicity  Director. 
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SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

At  the  completion  of  the  first;  six  months  of  1938,  the 
Spanish-American  Mission  has  increased  in  baptisms 
over  the  same  period  of  1937,  137%.  Baptisms  accord¬ 
ing  to  districts  since  January  1  of  this  year  are  as 
follows:  Arizona,  11;  El  Paso,  11;  Colorado-New  Mexico, 
29/  North  Texas,  5. 

MARATHAN,  TEXAS 

The  Gospel  presentation  to  Jose  Cortez  and  his  family, 
is  a  present  example  of  the  truth  of  the  saying:  "The 
Lord  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wonders  to  per¬ 
form." 

On  April  16  of  this  year,  the  Spanish  American  Mis¬ 
sion  office  received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Jose  Cortez  of 
Marathon,  Texas,  to  the  effect  that  he  deemed  it  a' 
privilege  that  he  should  come  across  some  Mormonism 
tracts  printed  in  Spanish.  After  reading  the  tracts, 
using  the  address  given  on  the  bottom  of  the  tract, 
he  wrote  to  the  office  asking  that  we  give  him  more 
to  eat  of  the  spiritual  food  which  we  had  to  offer. 

An  assortment  of  tracts,  together  with  a  Spanish  Book 
of  Mormon,  were  sent  to  him,  for  which  he  was  very 
thankful.  To  date,  Jose  Cortez  and  his  family  feel  that 
they  are  ready  for  baptism  and  it  is  only  because  of 
his  work  that  he  can  not  complete  his  desire  of  coming 
to  El  Paso  for  baptism. 

COLORADO-NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT:  -  Louis  C.  Dun¬ 
can,  President,  Box  684,  Taos,  New  Mexico. 

The  following  is  a  report  by  Elder  Glen  L.  Bolt  of  the* 
recent  conference  of  the  Colorado-New  Mexico  District 
held  in  Denver,  Colorado: 

"The  day  before  conference,  all  Elders  of  this  district, 
having  arrived,  some  having  traveled  500  miles,  were 
treated  to  refreshments  and  a  very  fine  program  which 
was  presented  by  the  members  of  the  Denver  Branch. 

"Sunday  morning,  our  conference  was  started  by 
taking  up  the  important  steps  of  the  Gospel  starting 
with  our  pre-existence,  our  spirit  life,  our  being  placed 
here  on  this  earth  under  the  plan  of  our  Eldest  Brother, 
the  eating  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  fall,  Christ's  life 
and  death,  the  apostasy,  the  restoration,  Joseph  Smith, 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  its  place  in  the  world  today, 
the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel,  authority,  and  our 
glory  by  obeying  laws  of  God.  The  above  assignment 
of  topics,  to  be  prepared  before  hand,  was  given  to 
the  Elders  as  an  experiment  and  the  results  were 
perfect. 

"Musical  numbers  were  rendered  by  the  local  branch 
members  and  a  quartette  composed  of  four  ’  Elders. 
Much  praise  was  given  to  the  members  and  it  was  said 
that  the  quartette  was  the  best  the  mission  had  enjoyed. 

"Three  general  meetings  were  held  throughout  this 
Sunday  and  each  was  well  attended.  Everyone  was  so 
well  pleased  with  those  three  meetings,  that  President 
Williams  was  compelled  to  slay  for  another  spiritual 
feast  to  be  held  on  Monday.  The  stay  for  this  extra 
meeting  was  well  worth  the  effort,  as  several  expressed 
having  never  felt,  so  strongly,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
as  was  present  at  this  meeting.  Many  Saints  bore  their 
testimony  to  the  same.  After  this  meeting,  President 
Williams  and  several  of  the  Elders  had  an  informal 
meeting,  in  which  they  discussed  many  doctrinal  points 
of  the  Gospel. 

"One  of  the  most  important  subjects  discussed,  was 
the  fulfilling  of  a  prophecy  made  by  Apostle  Charles 
A.  Callis,  during  his  tour  of  the  mission  last  fall.  He 
stated:  'The  hour  of  the  Lamanite  people  is  near  at 
hand.  The  work  will  commence  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  mission,  and  move  toward  the  south.'  The 
prophecy  is  indeed  fulfilling  itself.  In  the  last  few 
months  the  work  in  this  district,  the  Colorado-New 
Mexico,  has  been  developing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Six  local  brethren  and  sisters  have  been  set  apart  in 
Denver  to  do  missionary  work.  Some  of  whom  are 
relatively  recent  converts.  One  of  the  brethren  of  the 
Denver  Branch,  Jose  Ward  has  been  set  apart  and  called 
to  labor  as  a  regular  missionary  by  President  Williams. 


He  is  now  in  Walsenburg,  Colorado,  laboring  with 
Elder  Henry  Jacobs  from  Colonia  Dublan. 

"The  Lamanites  are  indeed  becoming  a  white  and 
delightsome  people  through  the  power  of  this  Gospel 
which  they  are  readily  accepting.  It  will  not  be  long 
till  they  will  again  be  lifted  up  to  the  heights  that 
once  were  theirs." 

Elders  Howard  and  Guymon  are  doing  a  wonderful 
work  in  Denver,  Colorado,  with  their  Scout  work.  At  a 
recent  court  of  honor,  they  were  ;ntroduced  by  the 
Scout  executive  as  Mormon  missionaries  and  were 
asked  to  stand,  being  presented  to  the  large  number 
of  people  in  attendance.  This  was  followed  by  an  ex¬ 
planation  by  the  executive  of  what  the  Mormon  Church 
is  doing  for  Scouting,  and  their  progress  with  same. 

ARIZONA  DISTRICT: -La  Mar  Bosshardt,  President, 
Box  541,  Nogales,  Arizona. 

Elders  Delmer  Olson  and  Alden  Staker  started  for 
Flagstaff,  to  take  charge  of  a  wedding  for  Sister  Re¬ 
becca  Rivera,  daughter  of  Sister  Juana  Escobedo.  The 
wedding  was  scheduled  to  take  place  at  the  new  L.  D.  S. 
Institute  building  near  the  Arizona  State  Teachers  Col¬ 
lege  in  Flagstaff.  Arriving  in  Clarkdale  on  our  journey 
we  were  informed  that  the  Oak  Creek  Canyon  road  was 
closed,  so  we  were  forced  to  return,  "by  thumb,"  to 
Jerome  and  then  on  over  to  Prescott.  From  there,  we 
took  the  train  to  Flagstaff.  Saturday  morning,  plans 
were  completed  for  the  big  event.  The  first  uneasy 
feeling  came  about  that  time,  however,  because  the 
groom  hadn't  arrived  yet  from  Morenci  and  it  was  prob¬ 
able  that  the  clerk's  office  would  close  at  noon.  He 
came  at  11:00  a.  m.,  and  after  procuring  the  license, 
a  short  rehearsal  was  held. 

Sunday  morning,  at  9:00  a.  m.,  the  spectators,  being 
about  150  people,  Mexicans  and  Americans,  the  bridal 
party,  lady  attendants,  the  best  man  were  all  in  line 
ready  to  march,  but  the  groom.  Where  was  he?  At 
last,  he  arrived  and  took  his  designated  place.  The  or¬ 
ganist  played  "Here  comes  the  bride,"  and  in  marched 
the  bridal  party,  in  couples,  the  bride  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  her  step-father. 

The  bride  was  dressed  in  a  beautiful  white  wedding 
dress ;  two  pages,  also  dressed  in  white,  carried  her 
train.  The  men  wearing  dark  suits. 

Brother  Karlchner  gave  a  short  introductory  speech  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Mr.  Bowers,  a  student  from  the 
college  sang  two  musical  numbers.  Then  the  organist 
played  several  strains  of  music,  the  couple,  best  man 
and  bridesmaid  took  places  at  the  altar  facing  Elder 
Siaker  and  we  went  on  with  the  ceremony.  They 
were  married  by  a  Spanish  ceremony,  a  translation  of 
which  was  read  in  English  by  Elder  Olson,  for  benefit 
of  those  who  didn't  understand  Spanish.  After  the 
ceremony,  benediction  was  offered  by  Brother  Kartch- 
ner.  The  organist  played  again  and  the  wedding  party 
marched  into  the  lounge  where  they  received  congratu¬ 
lations  from  the  congregation.  A  few  snapshots  were 
taken  and  almost  the  entire  party  went  back  into  the 
Sunday  School  services.  Later  in  the  day,  the  Elders 
and  others  of  the  guests,  were  treated  to  an  excellent¬ 
ly  prepared  chicken  dinner  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  Brother  and  Sister  Escobedo." 

DALLAS,  TEXAS 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  fine  work  Brother  C.  C. 
Booth,  superintendent  of  the  West  Dalas  Independent 
Branch  Sunday  School,  is  doing  among  the  Spanish 
speaking  people. 

His  work,  being  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  com¬ 
mercial  refrigeration,  takes  him  into  the  homes  and 
business  offices  of  many  merchants.  To  one  merchant, 
Mr.  Diaz,  he  sold  a  freezer  counter  and  gave  the| 
merchant's  wife  some  of  the  Spanish  tracts  which  he> 
had  received  from  the  Spanish  American  Mission  office. 
Upon  returning,  a  few  days  later,  Mrs.  Diaz  asked  for 
more  tracts,  reporting  that  her  neighbors  were  very 
interested  and  desired  to  read  more  about  Mormonism. 

Missionary  prospects  in  Dallas  are  very  good,  thanks 
to  Brother  Booth  for  his  contacts  with  the  influential 
Spanish  people  like  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diaz.  It  is  our  sin¬ 
cere  desire  that  we  may  be  able  to  take  care  of  the 
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many  places  in  the  United  States  where  interest  in  the 

Gospel  is  manifested  as  in  West  Dallas,  Texas. 
ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

John  E.  Cummings  — From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Nogales,  Ariz. 

Joseph  Wayne  Dudley  — From  Malad,  Idaho,  to  Albu¬ 
querque,  New  Mexico. 

Robert  Kenneth  Flake  — From  Snowflake,  Ariz.,  to  Mer¬ 
cedes,  Texas. 

Floyd  E.  Hayes -From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Jerome,  Ariz. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Louis  C.  Duncan  — To  succeed  Lyle  I.  Hillman  as  district 
president  of  Colorado-New  Mexico  District. 

Shirrel  R.  Young  — To  succeed  Arthur  Jensen  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  El  Paso  District. 

Ren  Smith  — In  charge  of  work  in  Nogales,  Arizona,  dur¬ 
ing  absence  of  Elder  Bosshardt  while  making  tour  of 
district. 

TRANSFERS 

Dan  N.  Smith  — To  Tucson,  Ariz.,  as  senior  companion. 

Wilbur  Ranney  — From  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  San  Diego, 
California. 

Delmer  L.  Olson  — From  Jerome,  Ariz.,  to  Austin,  Texas. 

Gordon  B.  Miner  — From  San  Diego,  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Glenn  L.  Bott  —  From  Albuquerque,  to  Taos,  N.  Mexico. 

Louis  G.  Roundy-From  Mercedes,  Texas,  to  Laredo, 
Texas,  to  be  in  charge  of  work  there. 

Sheldon  M.  Gamble  — Arrived  in  El  Paso  to  remain  there 
pending  treatment. 

Arthur  M.  Jensen  and  Raymond  Hemingway  left  EL 
Paso,  Texas,  for  Los  Angeles,  to  work  on  chapel 
construction  there. 

John  Raymond  Hemingway  — From  Los  Angeles,  to  No¬ 
gales,  Arizona,  to  take  over  work  there. 

RELEASES 

Philip  K.  Gardner  of  Corpus  Christi-Home,  Woodruff, 
Arizona. 

J.  Glen  McGregor  of  Austin,  Texas -Home,  Cleveland, 
Idaho. 

Lyle  I.  Hillman  of  Taos,  N.  M.-Home,  Shelley,  Idaho. 

Marvin  Arthur  Malmgren  — Unable  to  return  from  sick 
leave  to  complete  his  mission,  was  honorably  re¬ 
leased  from  Spanish  American  Mission. 

Mrs.  Olive  M.  Gonzales,  working  in  Mesa,  Ariz.,  was 
honorably  released  from  missionary  activities  after 
thirty-two  months,  being  set  apart  by  President  Harold 
W.  Pratt,  October  13,  1935. 

Isabelle  Jane  Dunn  laboring  in  Mission  Office,  in  El 
Paso,  Texas.,  released  to  return  to  home  in  Logan,  U. 

VAUGHN  GREEN,  Mission  Secretary. 


THE  WEB  OF  LIFE 

There's  a  task  that  is  set  for  our  doing/ 

The  threads  have  been  chosen  with  care, 
And  when  we  are  through  with  our  weaving 
We  will  find  'tis  a  pattern  most  rare. 

We  would  not  have  used  the  dark  colors, 
But  fain  would  have  chosen  the  bright/ 
But  the  dark  will  but  add  to  the  beauty, 
When  we  view  it  in  heavenly  light. 

And  when  all  the  work  has  been  finished, 
We  will  find  every  thread  in  its  place / 
God  will  give  us  the  strength  for  the  labor, 
From  out  of  His  infinite  grace. 

For  He  is  the  Master  designer, 

The  patterns  He  sets  us  are  best/ 

So  we  will  go  on  with  the  weaving 
And  trust  to  God  all  the  rest. 

A .  P.  Jarvis. 


MY  GUIDING  LIGHT 

By  MRS.  HELEN  JOHNSON,  Desoto,  Mo 

In  vain  I  searched  in  darkness 

For  soul  content  and  peace  of  mind, 

'Tis  long  I  searched  among  men's  creeds, 

Eternal  truths  I  could  not  find. 

My  hungry  soul  would  not  give  in, 

Would  not  accept  the  doctrines  of  floundering  men. 

I  read,  I  searched,  I  prayed  I  might 
Some  sweet  day  find  a  guiding  light. 

And  then  one  day  the  clouds  grew  dark, 

The  winds  blew  fierce,  I  could  see. 

I  almost  lost  my  weary  way 

And  then  a  light  shone  down  on  me. 

The  fiercest  gust  of  wind  that  blew 

Caused  a  rift  and  light  broke  through. 

Dark  clouds  of  doubt  fought  hard  to  keep 
Those  rays  of  light  from  piercing  deep. 

I  looked  up  in  astonishment, 

And  saw  two  Saints  come  stepping  out, 

In  their  hands  they  held  the  light 
That  pierced  the  darkness  round  about. 

They  drew  nearer,  and  as  I  gazed, 

The  light  fell  on  a  printed  page  — I  stood  amazed. 

For  suddenly  I  understood 

The  things  of  God  I'd  prayed  I  could. 

For  there  before  me,  opened  wide, 

Was  my  Bible.  As  the  light  rays 

Fell  upon  it,  true  and  clear 

Was  the  meaning  of  each  holy  phrase. 

And  while  I  read  those  words  so  bright, 

I  felt  great  joy -I  knew  I'd  found  my  guiding  light 

I  thank  God  for  those  Saints  who  came 
To  guide  my  soul  in  Jesus'  name. 


FAITHFUL  PIONEERS 

By  HELENE  ROWLAND,  Sycamore,  Va. 

There  is  a  name  we  love  to  hear, 

Pioneer -O  Pioneer  l 

With  courage  you  blazed  the  western  trail, 

By  determined  efforts  you  prevailed. 

Your  hearts  were  strong,  they  knew  no  fear, 

Your  honored  names  we  all  revere. 

We  shall  not  forget  the  days  you  tramped, 

And  how  at  twilight  you  made  your  camp, 

With  your  wagons  in  a  circle  drawn, 

There  to  sleep  till  break  of  dawn. 

Then  you  would  kneel  and  humbly  pray 
For  divine  presence  through  the  day. 

Of  course,  there  were  hours  of  wearisome  tire, 

But  these  were  forgotten  around  your  camp  fire , 

For  with  your  singing  and  laughter  and  mirth, 

One  would  think  happiness  prevailed  o'er  the  earth. 
You  suffered  much  as  you  trudged  along, 

But  on  you  went  singing  your  ''All  is  Well"  song. 

At  last  you  found  your  journey's  end, 

"This  is  the  place,"  said  your  captain  and  friend. 
Brother  Brigham  your  prophet,  like  Moses  of  old, 
Inspired  of  God,  led  the  sheep  to  the  fold. 

No  matter  how  much  your  foes  did  oppose, 

You  triumphed  and  the  desert  blossomed  as  the  rose. 


He  who  does  not  advance  falls  back; 
he  who  stops  is  overwhelmed,  distanced, 
crushed;  he  who  ceases  to  grow  greater 
becomes  smaller,  he  who  leaves  off,  gives 
up;  the  stationary  condition  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end. — Amiel. 
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many  places  in  Ihe  United  States  where  interest  in  the 

Gospel  is  manifested  as  in  West  Dallas,  Texas. 
ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

John  E.  Cummings -From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Nogales,  Ariz. 

Joseph  Wayne  Dudley  — From  Malad,  Idaho,  to  Albu¬ 
querque,  New  Mexico. 

Robert  Kenneth  Flake -From  Snowflake,  Ariz.,  to  Mer¬ 
cedes,  Texas. 

Floyd  E.  Hayes  — From  Salt  Lake  City  to  Jerome,  Ariz. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Louis  C.  Duncan  — To  succeed  Lyle  I.  Hillman  as  district 
president  of  Colorado-New  Mexico  District. 

Shirrel  R.  Young -To  succeed  Arthur  Jensen  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  El  Paso  District. 

Ren  Smith  — In  charge  of  work  in  Nogales,  Arizona,  dur¬ 
ing  absence  of  Elder  Bosshardt  while  making  tour  of 
district. 

TRANSFERS 

Dan  N.  Smith  — To  Tucson,  Ariz.,  as  senior  companion. 

Wilbur  Ranney  — From  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  San  Diego, 
California. 

Delmer  L.  Olson  — From  Jerome,  Ariz.,  to  Austin,  Texas. 

Gordon  B.  Miner  — From  San  Diego,  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Glenn  L.  Bott  —  From  Albuquerque,  to  Taos,  N.  Mexico. 

Louis  G.  Roundy  — From  Mercedes,  Texas,  to  Laredo, 
Texas,  to  be  in  charge  of  work  there. 

Sheldon  M.  Gamble  — Arrived  in  El  Paso  to  remain  there 
pending  treatment. 

Arthur  M.  Jensen  and  Raymond  Hemingway  left  El 
Paso,  Texas,  for  Los  Angeles,  to  work  on  chapel 
construction  there. 

John  Raymond  Hemingway  — From  Los  Angeles,  to  No¬ 
gales,  Arizona,  to  take  over  work  there. 

RELEASES 

Philip  K.  Gardner  of  Corpus  Christi-Home,  Woodruff, 
Arizona. 

J.  Glen  McGregor  of  Austin,  Texas -Home,  Cleveland, 
Idaho. 

Lyle  I.  Hillman  of  Taos,  N.  M.-Home,  Shelley,  Idaho. 

Marvin  Arthur  Malmgren -Unable  to  return  from  sick 
leave  to  complete  his  mission,  was  honorably  re¬ 
leased  from  Spanish  American  Mission. 

Mrs.  Olive  M.  Gonzales,  working  in  Mesa,  Ariz.,  was 
honorably  released  from  missionary  activities  after 
thirty-two  months,  being  set  apart  by  President  Harold 
W.  Pratt,  October  13,  1935. 

Isabelle  Jane  Dunn  laboring  in  Mission  Office,  in  El 
Paso,  Texas.,  released  to  return  to  home  in  Logan,  U. 

VAUGHN  GREEN,  Mission  Secretary. 


THE  WEB  OF  LIFE 

There's  a  lask  that  is  set  for  our  doing/ 

The  threads  have  been  chosen  with  care, 
And  when  we  are  through  with  our  weaving 
We  will  find  'tis  a  pattern  most  rare. 

We  would  not  have  used  the  dark  colors, 
But  fain  would  have  chosen  the  bright; 
But  the  dark  will  but  add  to  the  beauty, 
When  we  view  it  in  heavenly  light. 

And  when  all  the  work  has  been  finished, 
We  will  find  every  thread  in  its  place,- 
God  will  give  us  the  strength  for  the  labor, 
From  out  of  His  infinite  grace. 

For  He  is  ihe  Master  designer, 

The  patterns  He  sets  us  are  best/  * 

So  we  will  go  on  with  the  weaving 
And  trust  to  God  all  the  rest. 

A.  P.  Jarvis . 


MY  GUIDING  LIGHT 

By  MRS.  HELEN  JOHNSON,  Desoio,  Mo 

In  vain  I  searched  in  darkness 

For  soul  conteni  and  peace  of  mind; 

'Tis  long  I  searched  among  men's  creeds, 

Eternal  truths  I  could  not  find. 

My  hungry  soul  would  not  give  in,- 

Would  not  accept  the  doctrines  of  floundering  men. 
I  read,  I  searched,  I  prayed  I  might 
Some  sweet  day  find  a  guiding  light. 

And  then  one  day  the  clouds  grew  dark; 

The  winds  blew  fierce;  I  could  see. 

I  almost  lost  my  weary  way 

And  then  a  light  shone  down  on  me. 

The  fiercest  gust  of  wind  that  blew 
Caused  a  rift  and  light  broke  through. 

Dark  clouds  of  doubt  fought  hard  to  keep 
Those  rays  of  light  from  piercing  deep. 

I  looked  up  in  astonishment, 

And  saw  two  Saints  come  stepping  out, 

In  their  hands  they  held  the  light 
Thai  pierced  Ihe  darkness  round  aboul. 

They  drew  nearer,  and  as  I  gazed, 

The  light  fell  on  a  printed  page  — I  stood  amazed. 
For  suddenly  I  understood 

The  things  of  God  I'd  prayed  I  could. 

For  there  before  me,  opened  wide, 

Was  my  Bible.  As  the  light  rays 
Fell  upon  it,  true  and  clear 

Was  the  meaning  of  each  holy  phrase. 

And  while  I  read  those  words  so  bright, 

I  felt  great  joy -I  knew  I'd  found  my  guiding  light 
I  thank  God  for  those  Saints  who  came 
To  guide  my  soul  in  Jesus'  name. 
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FAITHFUL  PIONEERS 

By  HELENE  ROWLAND,  Sycamore,  Va. 

There  is  a  name  we  love  to  hear, 

Pioneer -O  Pioneer  1 

With  courage  you  blazed  the  western  trail; 

By  determined  efforts  you  prevailed. 

Your  hearts  were  strong,-  they  knew  no  fear,- 
Your  honored  names  we  all  revere. 

We  shall  not  forget  the  days  you  tramped, 

And  how  at  twilight  you  made  your  camp,- 
With  your  wagons  in  a  circle  drawn, 

There  to  sleep  till  break  of  dawn. 

Then  you  would  kneel  and  humbly  pray 
For  divine  presence  through  the  day. 

Of  course,  there  were  hours  of  wearisome  tire, 

But  these  were  forgotten  around  your  camp  fire , 

For  with  your  singing  and  laughter  and  mirth, 

One  would  think  happiness  prevailed  o'er  the  earth. 
You  suffered  much  as  you  trudged  along, 

But  on  you  went  singing  your  "All  is  Well"  song. 

At  last  you  found  your  journey's  end; 

"This  is  the  place,"  said  your  captain  and  friend. 
Brother  Brigham  your  prophet,  like  Moses  of  old, 
Inspired  of  God,  led  the  sheep  to  the  fold. 

No  matter  how  much  your  foes  did  oppose, 

You  triumphed  and  the  desert  blossomed  as  the  rose. 


He  who  does  not  advance  falls  back; 
he  who  stops  is  overwhelmed,  distanced, 
crushed;  he  who  ceases  to  grow  greater 
becomes  smaller,  he  who  leaves  off,  gives 
up;  the  stationary  condition  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  end. — Amiel. 
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A  Nation  Becomes  Extinct 


IT  WAS  SAID  in  a  previous  issue  that  in  the  history  of  the  Jaredite  nation  in 
America,  periods  of  righteousness  accompanied  by  success  and  happiness  al¬ 
ternated  with  periods  of  wickedness,  strife  and  destruction.  We  quote  from 
the  record  one  account  of  a -period  of  right  living  and  the  conditions  instant  to  it: 

“And  the  whole  face  of  the  land  northward  was  covered  with  inhabitants.  And  they 
were  exceedingly  industrious,  and  they  did  buy  and  sell  and  traffic  one  with  another, 
that  they  might  get  gain.  And  they  did  work  in  all  manner  of  ore,  and  they  did  make 
gold,  and  silver,  and  iron,  and  brass,  and  all  manner  of  metals;  .  .  .  And  they  did  work 
all  manner  of  work  of  exceedingly  curious  workmanship.  And  never  could  be  a  people 
more  blessed  than  were  they,  and  more  prospered  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  And  they 
were  in  a  land  that  was  choice  above  all  lands,  for  the  Lord  had  spoken  it.” 

As  the  years  grew  into  centuries  and  the  centuries  passed,  forgetfulness  of 
God  or  actual  rebellion  against  His  will  dominated  national  life.  We  quote  again 
from  the  record  of  the  warning  given  of  the  Lord: 

“For  behold,  this  is  a  land  which  is  choice  above  all  other  lands;  wherefore,  he  that 
doth  possess  it  shall  serve  God  or  shall  be  swept  off;  for  it  is  the  everlasting  decree  of 
God.  And  it  is  not  until  the  fulness  of  iniquity  among  the  children  of  the  land,  that 
they  are  swept  off.” 

Later  on  in  the  history  we  read  the  following: 

“And  in  the  days  of  Coriantor  there  also  came  many  prophets,  and  prophesied  of 
great  and  marvelous  things,  and  cried  repentance  unto  the  people,  and  except  they 
should  repent  the  Lord  God  would  execute  judgment  against  them  to  their  utter  de¬ 
struction;  And  that  the  Lord  God  would  send  or  bring  forth  another  people  to  possess 
the  land,  by  his  power,  after  the  manner  by  which  he  brought  their  fathers.  .  .  . 

“And  in  the  second  year  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Ether,  that  he  should  go 
and  prophesy  unto  Coriantumr  that,  if  he  would  repent,  and  all  his  household,  the  Lord 
would  give  unto  him  his  kingdom  and  spare  the  people — Otherwise  they  should  be 
destroyed,  and  all  his  household  save  it  were  himself.  And  he  should  only  live  to  see 
the  fulfilling  of  the  prophecies  which  had  been  spoken  concerning  another  people  re¬ 
ceiving  the  land  for  their  inheritance;  and  Coriantumr  should  receive  a  burial  by  them; 
and  every  soul  should  be  destroyed  save  it  were  Coriantumr.  .  .  . 

“And  now  there  began  to  be  a  great  curse  upon  all  the  land  because  of  the  iniquity 
of  the  people,  in  which,  if  a  man  should  lay  his  tool  or  his  sword  upon  his  shelf,  or 
upon  the  place  whither  he  would  keep  it,  behold,  upon  the  morrow,  he  could  not  find 
it,  so  great  was  the  curse  upon  the  land.  .  .  . 

“And  it  came  to  pass  when  Coriantumr  had  recovered  of  his  wounds,  he  began  to 
remember  the  words  which  Ether  had  spoken  unto  him.  He  saw  that  there  had  been 
slain  by  the  sword  already  nearly  two  millions  of  his  people,  and  he  began  to  sorrow 
in  his  heart;  yea,  there  had  been  slain  two  millions  of  mighty  men,  and  also  their  wives 
and  their  children.” 

This  terrible  slaughter  continued  until  the  dire  prophecy  was  fulfilled  and 
there  remained  of  this  great  nation  of  people  only  one  man  -  Coriantumr  the  king. 
He  wandered  alone  to  the  southland  and  was  found  by  the  people  who,  according 
to  prophetic  warning,  had  been  brought  to  this  land  to  possess  it  in  lieu  of  those 
who  had  forfeited  their  heritage  through  sin. 

Thus  vanished  from  the  earth  a  people  with  a  national  life  of  more  than  a 
thousand  years.  Thus  too,  have  other  nations  crumbled  and  gone  to  dust.  What 
a  solemn  truth  Paul  expressed  in  a  few  precise  words  to  the  Roman  saints,  “The 
wages  of  sin  is  death."  This  is  equally  true  of  nations  and  individuals.  The  way 
of  sin  is  the  path  to  death  and  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  such  a  goal 
lies  ahead.  The  only  means  of  escape  is  by  turning  from  the  path.  To  that  great 
axiom  Paul  added  a  corollary:  “The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life."  The  one  is  as 
true  as  the  other  and  all  of  human  experience  is  one  continuous  demonstration  of 
the  truth  of  both.  But  the  evil  wage  may  be  escaped,  and  the  greatest  of  gifts 
may  be  forfeited  according  to  the  will  of  man. 
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The  lesson  of  this  page  is  taught  in  great  plainness  throughout  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Wouldn’t  you  like  to  read  more? 
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A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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My  brethren  and  sisters,  I 
urge  upon  you  that,  as  far  as 
you  have  influence,  you  ex¬ 
ercise  that  influence  with  the 
Church  officers  and  members  by 
example  and  by  kindly  en¬ 
couragement,  to  observe  every 
principle  which  the  Lord  has 
given  through  his  servants.  Such 
observance  inures  first  to  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  the 
individual,  and,  secondly,  for 
the  Church  as  a  whole. 
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Every  principle  given  to  us 
of  the  Lord  as  a  part  of  the 
Gospel  is  a  law  of  liberty,  and 
the  Gospel  as  a  whole  is  the 
perfect  law  of  liberty.  We  have 
the  choice  whether  we  shall  ac¬ 
cept  it  or  reject  it,  whether 
we  shall  live  it,  or  shall  fail 
to  observe  its  commandments  ; 
but  according  to  that  which  we 
shall  do,  shall  we  be  judged, 
and  that  is  perfect  fairness  and 
justice. 
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AM  GRATEFUL,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  for  this  opportunity  of  being 

with  you  in  health  and  strength  to  enjoy  the  spirit  of  this  Conference. 

There  are  many  things  that  might  be  discussed,  many  things  of  great  im¬ 
port  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  this  people,  and  I  am  sure  they  will 
be  brought  out  during  the  Conference..  The  time  available  to  me  prior 
to  the  Tabernacle  broadcast  is  limited  and  will  permit  of  brief  remarks  only. 

Importance  of  Obedience 

In  thinking  over  that  which  I  might  say  I  have  thought  of  many  things  and 

among  other  things  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  is  that  spirit  which 

brings  us  to  a  unity  and  a  willingness  to  cooperate  and  to  comply  with  the  desires  and 
instructions  of  our  leaders,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the  observance  of  the 
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laws  and  commandments  of  the  Lord, 
which  is  the  principle  of  obedience. 

When  Saul,  king  of  Israel,  was  in¬ 
structed  by  Samuel  the  prophet  to  fight  the 
Amalekites,  who  had  been  a  bar  in  the 
way  of  the  children  of  Israel  in  their 
trailing  through  the  wilderness,  he  failed 
to  do  what  he  was  instructed,  and  Samuel 
rebuked  him  in  these  words: 

Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offerings 
and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  word  of  the  Lord? 
Behold,  to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice  and  to  hearken 
than  the  fat  of  rams. 

Saul  was  rejected  by  the  Lord  as  a 
result  of  his  disobedience  and  failure  to 
comply  with  the  instructions  which  he 
had  received  from  the  Lord's  servant. 

Results  of  Disobedience  Come  in 
Natural  Way 

Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact  nothing  ap¬ 
parently  happened,  because  Saul  continued 
as  the  King  of  Israel.  Anyone  who  heard 
that  statement  of  Samuel’s  might  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  it  had  failed.  But  Samuel 
had  gone,  under  the  instruction  of  the 
Lord,  to  Bethlehem,  and  there  had  selected 
another  man  and  had  annointed  him  to 
become  king  of  Israel.  I  say  Saul  remained 
as  king  for  some  time  before  the  judgment 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  him.  After  a 
certain  time  he  went  into  battle  and  was 
killed  in  a  natural  way  in  the  fight.  And 
that  I  think  is  an  evidence  of  what  we  may 
expect  of  mankind  wherever  we  live:  If 
we  learn  to  obey  the  instructions  that  are 
given  to  us,  and  especially  if  there  come 
to  us  instructions  from  those  who  have 
authority:  or  if  we  fail  to  comply  with  the 
laws  and  commandments  that  the  Lord 
has  given  us,  we  are  in  the  way  of  under¬ 
going  condemnation.  It  may  come  about 
in  a  perfectly  natural  way,  because 
obedience  or  disobedience  to  spiritual  or 
natural  law,  or  to  civil  law,  brings  the 
reward  or  the  penalty  in  every  instance. 

The  Gospel  A  Pefect  Law  of  Liberty 

The  Apostle  James,  in  speaking  in 
regard  to  the  importance  of  observance  of 
divine  law,  and  at  the  same  time  the  per¬ 
fect  freedom  of  agency  of  every  individual 
to  do  as  he  or  she  chooses,  makes  this 
statement: 

Bui  whoso  looketh  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty, 
and  continueth  therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer, 
but  a  doer  of  the  work,  this  man  shall  be  blessed 
in  his  deed. 

Every  principle  given  to  us  of  the  Lord 


as  a  part  of  the  Gospel  is  a  law  of  liberty, 
and  the  Gospel  as  a  whole  is  a  perfect  law 
of  liberty.  We  have  the  choice  whether 
we  shall  accept  it  or  reject  it,  whether 
we  shall  live  it,  or  shall  fail  to  observe 
its  commandments;  but  according  to  that 
which  we  shall  do,  shall  we  be  judged, 
and  that  is  perfect  fairness  and  justice,  not 
only  in  this  life  but  in  the  life  to  come. 

Observance  of  Law 

I  might  discourse  at  length,  but  time 
will  not  permit,  with  regard  to  the  benefits 
that  come  to  us  through  the  observance  of 
law.  As  Latter-day  Saints  we  claim  to 
obey,  honor,  and  sustain  the  laws  when¬ 
ever  we  may  be.  Any  man  or  woman,  any 
boy  or  girl  who  fails  to  observe  the  con¬ 
stitutional  laws,  man-made  though  they 
may  be,  imperfect  though  they  may  be — if 
they  fail  to  observe  them  they  are  losers, 
and  thereby  if  law-breaking  continues 
there  is  confusion  and  destruction  to  civil¬ 
ization,  whether  in  the  community,  the 
state,  the  nation,  or  the  world.  And 
to  that  extent  it  is  very  vital  that  we  should 
realize  that  obedience  means  compliance 
with  law,  whether  it  is  civil,  natural,  or 
spiritual.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to 
the  continuance  of  progress  of  civilization. 

Source  of  Unity 

I  realize  and  you  realize  that  if  we 
observe  to  do  what  the  Lord  has  com¬ 
manded  us  and  expects  us  to  do,  we  shall 
grow  in  unity  and  power,  because  that 
is  the  very  source  of  power  of  this  people 
— their  willingness  to  comply  and  thereby 
become  united;  Yet  they  lose  nothing 
of  their  individuality  or  their  understand¬ 
ing  or  their  intelligence  or  their  judgment. 
So  that  obedience  to  this  perfect  law  of 
liberty  brings  us  joy  and  blessings,  as 
promised  by  the  Apostle  James. 

Blessings  Predicated  Upon  Obedience 

You  will  remember  again  the  statement 
made  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith: 

There  is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven,  be¬ 
fore  the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated;  and  when  we  obtain  any 
blessing  from  God  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated. 

This  applies  to  every  principle  of  the 
Gospel.  I  will  not  take  the  time  to  discuss 
them  in  detail,  I  need  only  say  to  you 
that  every  principle  of  the  Gospel  that 
the  Lord  has  given  us  is  postive  and  for- 
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ward-looking,  and  everything  contrary 
to  that  is  negative.  Thereby  we  may  con¬ 
clude  that  everything  we  learn  that  is  of 
light  and  advancement,  that  is  true  and 
exalted  and  forward-looking  is  of  God 
and  intended  for  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  mankind.  It  requires  action,  it  re¬ 
quires  discernment,  it  requires  judgment 
to  observe  these  conditions  and  to  be 
obedient.  The  opposite  is  to  fail  and  to 
neglect,  which  is  negative,  and  only  brings 
us  sorrow  and  sadness.  By  doing  wrong 
things  we  are  doing  negative  things;  by 
doing  right  things  we  are  doing  positive 
things. 

Divine  Principles 

Now,  without  going  into  detail,  be¬ 
cause  time  will  not  permit,  I  might 
refer  you  to  some  of  the  things  the  Lord 
has  commanded  us  to  do.  In  the  first 
place  he  has  commanded  us  to  teach  our 
children  correct  principles,  that  they  may 
live  righteously,  that  they  may  grow  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  become 
faithful,  active  men  and  women  in  the 
Church.  If  we  fail  to  do  that  as  fathers 
and  mothers  we  shall  lose  the  blessing 
which  would  come  to  us  otherwise;  and 
if  our  children  fail  to  receive  these  things 
and  observe  them  they  will  also  lose  the 
blessing.  How  unfortunate  it  is  when 
children  of  faithful,  upright  parents, 
through  lack  of  proper  watchcare  and 
training  succumb  to  temptations  and  lose 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel ! 

If  we  fail  to  observe  the  Word  of  Wis¬ 
dom — that  great  standard  of  physical 
welfare — we  are  losing  control  of  our 
better  selves.  If  we  observe  it  we  learn 
to  control  our  appetites  and  desires  and 
our  passions,  so  far  as  they  affect  us 
physically.  One  course  is  positive.  It 
means  self-control.  The  other  is  negative. 
It  produces  exceses. 

With  regard  to  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  day;  If  we  live  in  accordance 
with  that  instruction  we  shall  grow  in 
clear  thinking,  in  peace,  and  in  right  living. 
If  we  break  the  commandments  we  give 
ourselves  to  thoughtless  pleasure,  we  are 
losing  that  sense  of  relationship  with  the 
divine  and  interfering  with  our  progress. 
Likewise,  if  we  cultivate  hatred,  envy,  and 
jealousy  instead  of  cultivating  love,  we 
develop  negative  instead  of  positive  qual¬ 
ities — lower  instead  of  higher — and  suffer 
thereby.  On  the  contrary,  if  we  cultivate 


love  for  our  fellow  men  generally  and  all 
who  are  dear  to  us,  and  for  our  Heavenly 
Father,  then  we  grow  in  righteousness, 
peace  and  happiness. 

Positive  Qualities  Promote  Real  Happiness 

The  same  is  true  of  morality.  If  we 
observe  the  principles  of  clean  living  which 
we  are  instructed  to  observe,  we  shall 
grow  in  faith  and  strength  and  power, 
and  if  we  fail  to  do  so  we  shall  grow 
in  vice  and  licentiousness,  which  are  pre¬ 
valent  throughout  the  world  today. 
Another  principle  that  developes  finer 
characteristics  in  men  and  women  is  that 
of  fasting,  the  donating  of  the  value  of 
the  food  that  would  otherwise  be  con¬ 
sumed.  If  we  practice  it  we  develop 
in  the  spirit  of  self-denial  and  charity — 
two  of  the  greatest  qualities  we  can  pos¬ 
sess.  Failure  to  live  it  invites  selfishness, 
and  hinders  proper  restraint.  Again,  if  we 
are  growing  in  faith  we  are  becoming 
stronger  and  abler  spiritually  and  theretry 
we  shall  increase  in  unity.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  we  cultivate  doubt,  and  carping 
criticism,  we  hinder  advancement  and 
lose  the  opportunities  that  are  ours.  Then 
again,  if  we  observe  the  law  of  tithing, 
a  divine  law  given  us  for  our  progress,  a 
principle  with  a  promise,  we  gain  spiritual 
and  temporal  blessings.  If  we  disobey  it 
those  benefits  will  be  denied  us.  The  ob¬ 
servance  of  these  principles  developes  the 
qualities  in  men  and  women  most  vital 
to  civilization. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  instructed  by  our 
brethren  who  preside  over  the  Church 
here  upon  the  earth  to  observe  all  of  these 
principles.  I  think  that  in  large  measure 
Latter-day  Saints  are  endeavoring  to  ob¬ 
serve  them.  The  more  fully  we  observe 
them  the  greater  the  blessings  to  us.  We 
are  the  ones  who  gain  or  lose  by  living 
or  failing  to  observe  these  commandments, 
these  instructions  and  principles. 

So,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  I  urge  upon 
you  that,  as  far  as  you  have  influence, 
you  exercise  that  influence  with  the  Church 
officers  and  members  by  example  and 
by  kindly  encouragement,  to  observe  every 
principle  which  the  Lord  has  given  through 
his  servants.  Such  observance  inures  first 
to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  in¬ 
dividual,  and,  secondly,  for  the  Church 
as  a  whole. 
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Responsibility  of  Church  Officers 

I  remember  that  six  months  ago  Presi¬ 
dent  Grant  gave  certain  instructions  with 
regard  to  what  is  expected  of  the  officers 
of  the  Church  in  the  observance  of  its 
principles.  I  think  there  should  be  no 
neglect  or  failure  whatever  in  our  faithful 
observance  of  these  things.  There  is  every 
reason  why  every  man  or  woman  who 
receives  authority  in  this  Church  should 
set  the  example  of  righteous  living  in 
every  way.  The  giving  of  authority  re¬ 
quires  a  faithful  compliance  with  every 
request  made  of  us.  Further,  there  is  no 
request  that  is  not  reasonable. 

Time  will  not  permit  my  speaking 
further.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  us  con¬ 
tinually  and  may  his  choice  favors  con¬ 
tinue  with  us  throughout  this  Conference, 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


TRUTH  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  RELIGION 

-•  _ 

“We  believe  in  righteousness.  We  be¬ 
lieve  in  all  truth,  no  matter  to  what  sub¬ 
ject  it  may  refer.  No  sect  or  religious 
denomination  in  the  world  possesses  a 
single  principle  of  truth  that  we  do  not 
accept  or  that  we  will  reject.  We  are 
willing  to  receive  all  truth,  from  whatever 
source  it  may  come;  for  truth  will  stand, 
truth  will  endure.  No  man's  faith,  no 
man's  religion,  no  religious  organization 
in  all  the  world,  can  ever  rise  above  the 
truth.  The  truth  must  be  at  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  religion,  or  it  is  in  vain  and  it 
will  fail  of  its  own  purpose.  I  say  that 
the  truth  is  at  the  foundation,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  and  top  of,  and  it  entirely  permeates 
this  great  work  of  the  Lord  that  was  es¬ 
tablished  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet.  God  is  with 
it;  it  is  his  work,  not  that  of  man;  and  it 
will  succeed,  no  matter  what  the  opposi¬ 
tion  may  be. 

“We  look  now  (1909)  at  the  opposi¬ 
tion  arrayed  against  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  smile,  so 
to  speak,  with  feelings  of  confidence, 
doubly  assured  by  the  experience  of  the 
past,  in  comparison  to  the  feelings  that 
possessed  the  souls  of  our  fathers  and 
mothers  in  the  early  days  of  the  Church, 
when  they  were  but  a  handful,  with  all 
the  world  arrayed  against  them — just  a 
few  poor,  homeless  people,  driven  from 
their  possessions,  cast  out  from  the  com¬ 


munities  in  which  they  sought  to  estab¬ 
lish  themselves  and  build  their  homes. 
When  I  think  of  our  people,  thrust  into 
the  wilderness,  wandering  and  seeking  for 
a  place  where  the  soles  of  their  feet  might 
rest,  and  see,  then,  the  world  arrayed 
against  them,  and  think  of  the  little  chance 
that  appeared  before  them,  for  success  and 
the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes,  I 
wonder  that  more  of  them  did  not  trem¬ 
ble  and  falter  than  did;  but  most  of  them 
were  true  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  even  unto 
death.  If  it  had  been  necessary  for  them 
to  have  been  martyred  for  the  truth,  will¬ 
ingly  would  they  have  given  their  lives, 
as  they  gave  all  else  that  they  possessed 
in  the  world,  for  the  knowledge  they  had 
of  the  divinity  of  the  work  in  which  they 
were  engaged. 

“Are  we  as  faithful  today?  Are  we 
as  devout  as  our  fathers  were?  Oh,  my 
God,  help  me  to  be  as  true  as  they  were! 
Help  me  to  stand  as  they  stood,  upon 
the  pedestal  of  eternal  truth,  that  no 
power  on  earth,  or  in  hell,  may  remove 
me  from  that  foundation." 

— Pres.  Joseph  F.  Smith. 

FROM  WHENCE  CAME  FREEDOM? 

By  LIZZIE  O.  BORGESON  WHITE,  Sail  Lake  City,  Ulah 

Freedom,  the  privilege  to  act  for  one’s 
self,  is  the  birthright  of  all  God's  children, 
regardless  of  the  station  in  life  into  which 
they  are  born.  Our  Creator  never  in¬ 
tended  that  any  of  His  offspring  should 
have  this  power  suppressed,  and  thereby 
be  robbed  of  peace  and  happiness;  or  that 
their  intellectual,  temporal,  or  moral  ad¬ 
vancement  should  be  retarded  through  sub¬ 
jection  to  the  injudicious  rule  of  a  dicta¬ 
tor,  despot,  or  combination  of  tyrants. 

Individual  freedom  that  infringes  on 
the  rights  of  another  or  deprives  him  of 
certain  established  privileges,  or  that  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  or  of  man  or 
of  nature,  is  not  freedom  in  its  broadest 
sense;  it  is  nothing  short  of  selfishness. 

The  blending  of  individual  rights,  to 
insure  protection  to  the  masses,  is  the 
foundation  on  which  is  established  the 
ideal  form  of  government,  “of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people." 

None  of  us  recollect,  definitely,  partici¬ 
pating  in  that  first  great  council  in  heaven, 
though  some  of  us  have  occasional  sub¬ 
conscious  lapses,  when  the  mists  of  obliv¬ 
ion  have  been  sufficiently  lightened  to  en- 
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Responsibility  of  Church  Officers 

I  remember  that  six  months  ago  Presi¬ 
dent  Grant  gave  certain  instructions  with 
regard  to  what  is  expected  of  the  officers 
of  the  Church  in  the  observance  of  its 
principles.  I  think  there  should  be  no 
neglect  or  failure  whatever  in  our  faithful 
observance  of  these  things.  There  is  every 
reason  why  every  man  or  woman  who 
receives  authority  in  this  Church  should 
set  the  example  of  righteous  living  in 
every  way.  The  giving  of  authority  re¬ 
quires  a  faithful  compliance  with  every 
request  made  of  us.  Further,  there  is  no 
request  that  is  not  reasonable. 

Time  will  not  permit  my  speaking 
further.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  us  con¬ 
tinually  and  may  his  choice  favors  con¬ 
tinue  with  us  throughout  this  Conference, 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


TRUTH  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  RELIGION 
•  _ 

“We  believe  in  righteousness.  We  be¬ 
lieve  in  all  truth,  no  matter  to  what  sub¬ 
ject  it  may  refer.  No  sect  or  religious 
denomination  in  the  world  possesses  a 
single  principle  of  truth  that  we  do  not 
accept  or  that  we  will  reject.  We  are 
willing  to  receive  all  truth,  from  whatever 
source  it  may  come;  for  truth  will  stand, 
truth  will  endure.  No  man's  faith,  no 
man's  religion,  no  religious  organization 
in  all  the  world,  can  ever  rise  above  the 
truth.  The  truth  must  be  at  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  religion,  or  it  is  in  vain  and  it 
will  fail  of  its  own  purpose.  I  say  that 
the  truth  is  at  the  foundation,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  and  top  of,  and  it  entirely  permeates 
this  great  work  of  the  Lord  that  was  es¬ 
tablished  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet.  God  is  with 
it;  it  is  his  work,  not  that  of  man;  and  it 
will  succeed,  no  matter  what  the  opposi¬ 
tion  may  be. 

“We  look  now  (1909)  at  the  opposi¬ 
tion  arrayed  against  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  smile,  so 
to  speak,  with  feelings  of  confidence, 
doubly  assured  by  the  experience  of  the 
past,  in  comparison  to  the  feelings  that 
possessed  the  souls  of  our  fathers  and 
mothers  in  the  early  days  of  the  Church, 
when  they  were  but  a  handful,  with  all 
the  world  arrayed  against  them — just  a 
few  poor,  homeless  people,  driven  from 
their  possessions,  cast  out  from  the  com¬ 


munities  in  which  they  sought  to  estab¬ 
lish  themselves  and  build  their  homes. 
When  I  think  of  our  people,  thrust  into 
the  wilderness,  wandering  and  seeking  for 
a  place  where  the  soles  of  their  feet  might 
rest,  and  see,  then,  the  world  arrayed 
against  them,  and  think  of  the  little  chance 
that  appeared  before  them,  for  success  and 
the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes,  I 
wonder  that  more  of  them  did  not  trem¬ 
ble  and  falter  than  did;  but  most  of  them 
were  true  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  even  unto 
death.  If  it  had  been  necessary  for  them 
to  have  been  martyred  for  the  truth,  will¬ 
ingly  would  they  have  given  their  lives, 
as  they  gave  all  else  that  they  possessed 
in  the  world,  for  the  knowledge  they  had 
of  the  divinity  of  the  work  in  which  they 
were  engaged. 

“Are  we  as  faithful  today?  Are  we 
as  devout  as  our  fathers  were?  Oh,  my 
God,  help  me  to  be  as  true  as  they  were! 
Help  me  to  stand  as  they  stood,  upon 
the  pedestal  of  eternal  truth,  that  no 
power  on  earth,  or  in  hell,  may  remove 
me  from  that  foundation." 

— Pres.  Joseph  F.  Smith . 

FROM  WHENCE  CAME  FREEDOM? 

By  LIZZIE  O.  BORGESON  WHITE,  Sail  Lake  City,  Ulah 

Freedom,  the  privilege  to  act  for  one's 
self,  is  the  birthright  of  all  God's  children, 
regardjess  of  the  station  in  life  into  which 
they  are  born.  Our  Creator  never  in¬ 
tended  that  any  of  His  offspring  should 
have  this  power  suppressed,  and  thereby 
be  robbed  of  peace  and  happiness;  or  that 
their  intellectual,  temporal,  or  moral  ad¬ 
vancement  should  be  retarded  through  sub¬ 
jection  to  the  injudicious  rule  of  a  dicta¬ 
tor,  despot,  or  combination  of  tyrants. 

Individual  freedom  that  infringes  on 
the  rights  of  another  or  deprives  him  of 
certain  established  privileges,  or  that  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  or  of  man  or 
of  nature,  is  not  freedom  in  its  broadest 
sense;  it  is  nothing  short  of  selfishness. 

The  blending  of  individual  rights,  to 
insure  protection  to  the  masses,  is  the 
foundation  on  which  is  established  the 
ideal  form  of  government,  “of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people." 

None  of  us  recollect,  definitely,  partici¬ 
pating  in  that  first  great  council  in  heaven, 
though  some  of  us  have  occasional  sub¬ 
conscious  lapses,  when  the  mists  of  obliv¬ 
ion  have  been  sufficiently  lightened  to  en- 
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able  us  to  catch  fleeting  panoramic  glimpses 
of  the  past;  nevertheless,  we  are  assured  by 
both  ancient  and  modern  prophets  that  we, 
as  spirit  entities,  attended  that  council,  and 
that  it  was  in  heaven  that  we  exercised  our 
first  freedom  of  thought  and  action. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  visualize  our  elder 
brother,  Lucifer,  arrogantly  setting  forth 
his  plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  human 
race,  by  compulsory  obedience;  nor  his 
vindictiveness  and  rebellion  when  our 
Heavenly  Father  denied  him  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  gain  for  himself  undue  power, 
honor  and  glory  through  the  disregard  of 
free  agency  to  all  mankind. 

On  the  contrary,  what  a  thrill  we  felt 
when  that  other  Brother,  Jesus  Christ,  very 
modestly  submitted  His  plan  of  free 
agency  to  all  who  should  be  privileged  to 
inhabit  the  world  which  was  being  de¬ 
signed  for  our  occupancy  as  mortals.  He 
asked  no  recognition  for  Himself  —  all 
praise  should  be  to  the  Father.  This  pro¬ 
posal  was  naturally  accepted,  and  Jesus 
Christ  was  forthwith  preordained  to  be¬ 
come  the  Savior  of  man.  Consequently 
there  was  war  in  heaven. 

So  eloquent  and  convincing  a  personage 
was  Lucifer  that  one-third  of  the  spirit 
populace  joined  with  him  in  his  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  fought  for  his  cause  regardless 
of  the  consequences  they  realized  they 
must  suffer  if  they  were  defeated. 

And  there  was  war  in  heaven:  Michael  and  his  angels 
fought  against  the  dragon;  and  the  dragon  fought  and 
his  angels,  and  prevailed  not;  neither  was  their  place 
found  any  more  in  heaven.  And  the  great  dragon  was 
cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  called  the  Devil,  and  Satan, 
which  deceiveth  the  whole  world:  he  was  cast  out  into 
the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  cast  out  with  him. 
-Revelation  12:7*9. 

This  is  substantiated  in  a  modern  rev¬ 
elation,  or  vision,  given  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  16,  1832: 

And  this  we  saw  also,  and  bear  record,  that  an  angel 
of  God,  who  was  in  authority  in  the  presence  of  God, 
who  rebelled  against  the  Only  Begotten  Son,  whom 
the  Father  loved  and  who  was  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  was  thrust  down  from  the  presence  of  God  and 
the  Son, 

And  while  we  were  yet  in  the  Spirit,  the  Lord  com¬ 
manded  us  that  we  should  write  the  vision;  for  we 
beheld  Satan,  that  old  serpent,  even  the  devil,  who  re¬ 
belled  against  God,  and  sought  to  take  the  kingdom 
of  our  God  and  his  Christ.  — Doc.  &  Cov.  Sec.  76:25,  28. 

Another  one-third  of  the  heavenly  host 
remained  neutral  on  the  issue,  apparently 
unconcerned  over  the  ultimate  outcome  of 
the  conflict  between  the  forces  of  Jesus 
and  Lucifer.  This  portion  of  the  spirit 


populace,  lacking  in  valiancy,  though  not 
rebellious,  would  be  privileged  to  inhabit 
mortal  bodies,  but  naturally  they  would 
be  born  into  their  own  race  and  class. 

Favorable  birth  bears  out  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  we  of  the  white  race  were  among 
Christ's  supporters  (some  of  us,  no  doubt, 
more  loyal  than  others)  and  that  we  helped 
Him  gain  the  victory  for  untrammcled 
freedom  of  thought  and  action,  both  in 
heaven  and  on  earth. 

But  we  are  not  yet  bevond  the  power  of 
Lucifer.  It  is  his  privilege  and  purpose 
to  win  from  Christ’s  mortal  adherents  as 
many  of  the  less  valiant  defenders  of  right¬ 
eousness  as  will  rely  upon  Lucifer’s  spuri¬ 
ous  promises  after  he  has  darkened  their 
vision  with  sin.  This  opposing  influence 
in  our  lives  is  permitted  by  our  Heavenly 
Father  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  further  exercising  our  free  agency  and 
seeking  our  level  while  learning  life’s 
lessons. 

When  Jesus  Christ  came  to  earth  to 
fulfill  the  mission  for  which  He  had  of¬ 
fered  Himself  in  the  spirit  world.  His 
character  was  unchanged  from  that  of  His 
pre-existent  state.  “Peace  on  earth,  good 
will  toward  men,’’  the  angels  announced 
at  His  birth.  Unlike  the  rulers  and  po¬ 
tentates  of  His  time,  He  defended  the  op¬ 
pressed,  and  introduced  the  new  command¬ 
ment  of  “love  one  another.’’  Christianity 
thus  introduced,  became  a  balance-wheel, 
preventing  any  individual,  or  combination, 
from  possessing  any  degree  of  power  that 
might  endanger  the  independence  of  an¬ 
other. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  then,  that  this 
influence,  though  seemingly  it  had  re¬ 
mained  practically  dormant  through  the 
centuries,  should  be  revived  in  the  hearts 
of  a  little  band  of  independent  thinkers, 
and  lead  them  to  America,  that  they  and 
their  posterity  might  enjoy  religious  free¬ 
dom. 

And  who  can  deny  that  God  was  again 
with  the  descendants  of  that  noble  Pilgrim 
stock,  when  they  went  a  step  further  and 
craved  freedom  from  oppression?  Thanks 
be  to  that  little  handful  of  upstart  Amer¬ 
ican  colonists  who  boldly  declared  to  their 
mother  country  (England)  that  taxation 
without  representation  was  unjust,  and 
won  independence  for  themselves  and  sub¬ 
sequent  generations. 

Furthermore,  it  is  of  deep  concern  to 
us  to  know  that  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
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stitution  manifested  the  same  reliance  upon 
divine  guidance  which  the  fearless  fighters 
for  independence  had  expressed  during  the 
hard-fought  Revolutionary  War.  That 
this  little  group  of  serious-minded,  far- 
seeing,  prayerful  patriots  received  the  guid¬ 
ance  which  they  sought  is  evidenced  by 
the  result  obtained  in  formulating  our  sa¬ 
cred  Constitution.  This  instrument  has 
stood  the  test  of  years,  and  is  as  applicable 
and  efficacious  now  as  it  was  one  hundred 
fifty  years  ago,  in  that  it  recognizes  the 
equality  of  men,  and  insures,  “life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness"  to  all;  it 
protects  the  individual  and  collective  rights 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and 
provides  for  legislative,  executive,  and  ju¬ 
dicial  departments,  which  constitute  a  con¬ 
sistent  balance  of  power. 

The  great  Mormon  prophet  was  once 
asked  the  reason  for  the  splendid  discipline 
among  his  people.  His  reply  was:  “I 
teach  them  correct  principles  and  let  them 
govern  themselves." 

A  country  which  withholds  from  its 
citizens  a  voice  in  the  making  and  execut¬ 
ing  of  its  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  ma¬ 
jority,  deprives  them  of  happiness,  and 
quenches  their  enthusiasm.  A  down-trod¬ 
den  citizenry,  afraid  to  assert  their  opin¬ 
ions,  makes  for  an  inferior  group  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  in  that  the  intellect  of  the  masses 
becomes  dwarfed,  and  their  morale  be¬ 
comes  degenerate.  Any  action  tending  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  a  country  of  their 
God-given  freedom,  is  from  Lucifer;  for 
despotism  is  the  form  of  government  intro¬ 
duced  by  Satan  and  prevails  in  hell. 

There  is  no  cause  to  fear  that  such  an 
unfavorable  condition  will  prevail  in  our 
“promised  land"  so  long  as  we  “will  but 
serve  the  God  of  our  land,  who  is  Jesus 
Christ,"  or  while  our  divinely-inspired 
Constitution  continues  to  be  a  beacon  to 
our  nation. 

Let  us  refer  to  a  few  of  the  many  prom¬ 
ises  made  by  the  Lord  to  the  early  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  America  whose  descendants  (the 
American  Indians)  are  still  among  us,  con¬ 
cerning  destiny  of  this  land: 

Even  before  the  people  of  Lehi  started 
on  their  journey  from  Jerusalem  to  what 
is  now  America,  600  B.  C.,  the  Lord  spoke 
to  Nephi,  one  of  Lehi's  sons: 

And  inasmuch  as  ye  shall  keep  my  commandments, 
ye  shall  prosper,  and  shall  be  led  to  a  land  of  promise; 
yea,  even  a  land  which  I  have  prepared  for  you,  yea, 
a  land  which  is  choice  above  all  other  lands. -Book 
of  Mormon,  I  Nephi  2:20. 


Then,  after  Lehi’s  company  had  arrived 
on  the  western  hemisphere,  Father  Lehi 
had  a  vision,  in  which  he  was  shown  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  in  keeping  with 
the  warning  he  had  received  before  leav¬ 
ing  Jerusalem.  Commenting  on  the  favors 
which  his  people  had  received  from  the 
Lord,  Lehi  says,  in  part: 

Yea,  the  Lord  hath  covenanted  this  land  unto  me, 
and  to  my  children  forever;  and  also  those  who  should 
be  led  out  of  other  countries  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

Wherefore,  I  Lehi,  prophesy  according  to  the  work¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit  which  is  in  me,  that  there  shall  none 
come  unto  this  land,  save  they  shall  be  brought  by 
the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

Wherefore,  this  land  is  consecrated  unto  him  whom 
he  shall  bring.  And  if  it  so  be  that  they  shall  serve 
him  according  to  the  commandments  which  he  hath 
given,  it  shall  be  a  land  of  liberty  unto  them;  where¬ 
fore,  they  shall  never  be  brought  down  into  captivity; 
if  so,  it  shall  be  because  of  iniquity;  for  if  iniquity 
shall  abound,  cursed  shall  be  the  land  for  their  sakes, 
but  unto  the  righteous  it  shall  be  blessed  forever. 
-Book  of  Mormon,  II  Nephi  1:3-7. 

Later,  Jacob,  another  son  of  Father 
Lehi,  told  his  brethren  of  God's  promise 
to  them  relative  to  the  land  to  which  their 
father  had  led  them,  as  follows: 

Wherefore,  I  will  consecrate  this  land  unto  thy  seed, 
and  them  who  shall  be  numbered  among  thy  seed,  for¬ 
ever,  for  the  land  of  their  inheritance;  for  it  is  a  choice 
land,  saith  God  unto  me,  above  all  other  lands,  where¬ 
fore  I  will  have  all  men  that  dwell  thereon,  that  they 
shall  worship  me,  saith  God.  — Book  of  Mormon,  II 
Nephi  10:19. 

Going  back  to  the  descendants  of  an¬ 
other  group  of  people  who  inhabited 
America  some  2205  B.  C.,  the  following 
is  recorded  by  the  early  historian,  Ether: 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  did  travel  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  and  did  build  barges,  in  which  they  did  cross 
many  waters,  being  directed  continually  by  the  hand 
of  the  Lord. 

And  the  Lord  would  not  suffer  that  they  should  stop 
beyond  the  sea  in  the  wilderness,  but  he  would  that 
they  should  come  forth  even  unto  the  land  of  promise, 
which  was  choice  above  all  other  lands,  which  the  Lord 
God  had  preserved  for  a  righteous  people. 

And  he  had  sworn  in  his  wrath  unto  the  brother  of 
Jared,  that  whoso  should  possess  this  land  of  promise, 
from  that  time  henceforth  and  forever,  should  serve 
him,  the  true  and  only  God,  or  they  should  be  swept  off 
when  the  fulness  of  his  wrath  should  come  upon  them. 

And  now,  we  can  behold  the  decrees  of  God  concern¬ 
ing  this  land,  that  it  is  a  land  of  promise;  and  what¬ 
soever  nation  shall  possess  it  shall  serve  God,  or  they 
shall  be  swept  off  when  the  fulness  of  his  wrath  shall 
come  upon  them.  And  the  fulness  of  his  wrath  comelh 
upon  them  when  they  are  ripened  in  iniquity. 

For  behold,  this  is  a  land  which  is  choice  above 
all  other  lands;  wherefore  he  that  doth  possess  it  shall 
serve  God  or  shall  be  swept  off;  for  it  is  the  everlasting 
decree  of  God.  And  it  is  not  until  the  fulness  of 
iniquity  among  the  children  of  the  land,  that  thfey  are 
swept  off. 

And  this  cometh  unto  you,  O  ye  Gentiles,  that  ye 
may  know  the  decrees  of  God  — that  ye  may  repent, 
and  not  continue  in  your  iniquities  until  the  fulness 
come,  that  ye  may  not  bring  down  the  fulness  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  82) 
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For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just 
for  the  unjust;  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God,  being 
put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit; 
by  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits 
in  prison;  which  sometime  were  disobedient  when 
once  the  long  suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing,  wherein  few,  that 
is,  eight  souls,  were  saved  by  water.  (1  Peter  3:18.) 

What  did  He  preach  there?  Peter  fur¬ 
ther  explains: 

For  this  cause  was  the  gospel  preached  also  to  them 
that  are  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged  according  to 
men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in  the 
spirit.  (1  Peter  4:6.) 

Jesus  has  but  one  Gospel,  referring  to 
which  He  said:  “Straight  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way.”  And  Paul  added: 

There  is  one  Lord,  one  faith  and  one  baptism,  one 
God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  through  all, 
and  in  you  all.  (Eph.  4:5-6.) 

The  Gospel  which  he  preached  to  the 
dead,  as  well  as  to  the  living,  includes  the 
doctrine  of  baptism  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  The  dead  once  lived  in  mortality 
and  passed  through  an  experience  much  like 
that  in  which  we  now  live.  Therefore, 
they  have  sinned,  as  we  have,  and  similarly 
require  remission  of  sins  just  as  we  do. 
Yet  baptism  is  the  only  means  given  us 
whereby  we  may  be  washed  free  of  our 
sins. 

How  then,  can  this  ordinance  be  given 
to  the  dead? 

Paul  gives  us  the  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  by  telling  us  that  in  his  own  day, 
living  persons  were  baptized  for  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  dead.  Such  a  doctrine  was  evi¬ 
dently  well  known  to  the  Corinthians,  for 
Paul  used  it  to  combat  the  erroneous  teach¬ 
ings  of  certain  persons  who  claimed  there 
would  be  no  resurrection.  To  such  Paul 
said: 

Else  what  shall  they  do  which  are  baptized  for  the 
dead,  if  the  dead  rise  not  at  all,  why  are  they  then 
baptized  for  the  dead?  (1  Cor.  15:29.) 

That  baptism  for  the  dead  was  practiced 
among  the  early  Christians  is  thoroughly 
attested  by  history,  giving  further  support 
to  this  true  Gospel  principle  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  way  for  the  dead  to  be  saved  upon 
the  same  principles  used  for  the  salvation 
of  the  living.  Under  proper  authority, 
living  persons  may  act  as  proxies  and  be 
baptized  for  and  in  behalf  of  their  departed 
kindred,  and  the  vicarious  ordinance  thus 
performed  has  divine  sanction. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  the  only  organization  that 
affirms  by  practice  the  necessity  of  admin¬ 


istering  baptism  for  the  dead,  and  claims 
divine  authority  therefore. 

Then  to  summarize:  Baptism  in  water 
is  essential  to  our  salvation;  it  must  be 
performed  by  immersing  the  candidate  in 
water  after  the  individual  has  exhibited 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  has  re¬ 
pented  of  his  sins.  The  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  follows  the  water  baptism  and  is 
conferred  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  those  in  authority. 

Such  ordinances  which  so  vitally  affect 
our  happiness  and  eternal  salvation,  must 
of  necessity  be  performed  by  the  proper 
authority,  otherwise  they  would  be  of  no 
effect.  Who  has  the  right  to  thus  officiate 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 

This  will  be  the  subject  of  my  discourse 
at  this  same  hour  next  Sunday  night,  when 
I  shall  show  where  rests  the  authority  to 
act  in  the  name  of  God. 


FROM  WHENCE  CAME  FREEDOM? 
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wrath  of  God  upon  you  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
have  hitherto  done. 

Behold,  this  is  a  choice  land,  and  whatsoever  nation 
shall  possess  it  shall  be  free  from  bondage,  and  from 
captivity,  and  from  all  other  nations  under  the  heaven, 
if  they  will  but  serve  the  God  of  the  land,  who  is 
Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  been  manifested  by  the  things 
which  we  have  written.  -  Book  of  Mormon,  Ether  2:6-12. 

Freedom  is  the  heritage  of  this  fair  land 
on  which  we  live.  Shall  it  endure?  The 
answer  lies  with  us.  It  is  the  responsibility 
of  our  leaders,  as  well  as  of  the  citizens  in 
general,  to  maintain  a  state  of  righteousness 
throughout  this  “promised  land.”  There¬ 
by  the  loss  of  freedom  and  a  curse  on  the 
land,  the  predicted  sequence  to  a  ripened 
iniquity,  may  be  averted. 

If  we  will  but  serve  God,  our  glorious 
government  “of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people,”  will  remain  an  en¬ 
sign  to  other  nations,  demonstrating  the 
contentment  and  happiness  that  freedom 
in  its  fullest  sense  can  bring  to  a  people. 


When  a  bit  of  sunshine  hits  ye, 
After  passing  of  a  cloud 
When  a  fit  of  laughter  gits  ye 
And  ye’re  spine  is  feelin  proud 

Don’t  forget  to  up  and  fling  it 
At  a  soul  that’s  feelin’  blue, 
For  the  minit  that  ye  sling  it 
It’s  a  boomerang  to  you. 

— Capt.  Jack  Crawford . 


July  26,  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


79 


BAPTISM  FOR  THE  REMISSION  OF  SINS 

By  PRESIDENT  SAMUEL  O.  BENNION  of  ihe  First 
Council  of  Seventy. 

Radio  Address  Broadcast  From  Station  KSL,  Sunday, 
May  22,  1938 

One  of  the  outstanding  sermons  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  that 
delivered  by  Peter  to  the  multitude  which 


President  Samuel  O.  Bennion 


assembled  following  the  outpouring  of  the 
spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

Peter  arose  and  preached  the  Gospel  to 
this  gathering,  testifying  of  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  declaring  that  His 
coming  and  atonement  were  in  fulfilment 
of  the  prophets  of  old. 

Now  when  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked  in 
their  hearts,  and  said  unto  Peter  and  to  the  rest  of 
the  apostles,  Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do? 
Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  For  this  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your 
children,  and  to  all  who  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as 
the  Lord  our  God  shall  call.  .  .  .  Then  they  that  gladly 
received  his  word  were  baptized/  and  the  same  day 
there  were  added  unto  them  about  3,000  souls.  (Acts 
2:37*41.) 

To  many  people,  there  is  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  regarding  the  manner  in  which  an 
individual  gains  admittance  to  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Here  is  a  specific  ex¬ 
ample  wherein  3,000  were  added  to  the 
Church  in  the  days  of  Peter.  Since  the 
Gospel  is  unchangeable,  and  God  himself 
“is  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever,” 
the  principles  governing  admittance  to  the 
Church  in  Peter's  day  must  of  necessity 
continue  to  be  in  force  wherever  the  true 
Church  is  found. 


It  is  to  be  noted  in  the  case  of  these 
3,000  converts,  that  several  definite  and 
well  defined  steps  were  followed.  First, 
faith  was  preached  to  them — faith  in  the 
resurrected  Lord.  When  faith  entered  their 
hearts,  they  desired  to  know  what  they 
must  do  to  be  saved.  There  was  no  thought 
in  their  minds  that  faith  alone  was  suf¬ 
ficient,  for  the  very  faith  they  had  acquired 
prompted  them  to  ask,  “what  shall  we 
do?” 

Peter  replied: 

Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  see  that  as  the  second  step,  Peter 
called  for  repentance.  Next  he  command¬ 
ed  baptism.  In  doing  so  he  but  followed 
the  instruction  of  his  Lord  who  sent  the 
apostles  forth  by  saying: 

Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall 
be  saved,  and  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned. 
(Mark  16:15.) 

Why  baptism?  In  the  first  place  we 
should  accept  it  because  the  Lord  com¬ 
mands  it.  Jesus  set  the  example  by  sub¬ 
mitting  to  it  himself,  and  saying  as  he 
did  so,  “thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all 
righteousness.”  (Matt.  3.)  If  it  were 
necessary  for  the  sinless  Jesus  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  “to  fulfil  all  righteousness,”  how 
much  more  necessary  is  it  that  we,  who  are 
sinful  should  accept  it. 

Furthermore,  baptism  is  the  gateway  to 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  through  it  we 
take  upon  ourselves  the  name  of  Christ. 
This  was  taught  by  Paul  to  the  Galatians, 
as  he  said:  “For  as  many  of  us  as  have 
been  baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on 
Christ.”  (Gal.  3:27.) 

Baptism  is  also  for  the  remission  of  our 
own  personal  sins.  John  the  Baptist 
preached  this  doctrine,  and  as  already  re¬ 
ferred  to,  Peter,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
did  likewise.  Following  his  own  conver¬ 
sion  Paul  was  commanded,  “Arise,  and  be 
baptized  and  wash  away  thy  sins.” 
(Acts  22.) 

Baptism  is  the  one  way  revealed  in 
scripture  by  which  we  may  come  under 
the  atoning  power  of  the  blood  of  Christ. 
It  is  the  ordinance  chosen  by  God  as  the 
means  through  which  this  phase  of  the 
atonement  becomes  effective  upon  us  in¬ 
dividually.  Therefore  it  is  specially  de¬ 
signated  as  being  for  the  remission  of  sins. 
The  Gospel  plan  is  very  clear  on  this  point. 
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All  men  are  sinners.  Through  sin,  con¬ 
demnation  comes  upon  us.  In  the  eyes  of 
God,  therefore,  we  are  guilty  of  transgress¬ 
ing  His  commandments.  By  our  sins,  we 
raise  a  barrier  between  us  and  the  Al¬ 
mighty. 

Some  means  must  be  provided  to  break 
down  that  barrier,  and  bring  about  a  rec¬ 
onciliation  with  our  Maker.  In  and  of 
himself,  man  is  powerless  to  do  so.  Know¬ 
ing  this,  the  merciful  Father  sent  His  own 
Beloved  Son  into  the  world  to  save  all 
who  would  believe  on  Him. 

To  pay  the  price  of  sin,  Jesus  died  on 
the  cross,  and  by  His  sacrifice  became  the 
mediator  between  God  and  man.  As  such 
He  decreed  that  no  man  may  come  unto  the 
Father  but  by  Him  and  He  prescribed  the 
laws  governing  our  redemption.  Those 
laws  provide  that  if  we  will  keep  His 
commandments,  He  will  grant  us  remis¬ 
sion  of  sins  which  in  turn  removes  the 
condemnation  which  came  upon  us  by 
reason  of  our  transgressions.  Remission  of 
sins,  however,  comes  only  by  baptism. 
Hence  the  importance  of  this  far-reaching 
ordinance. 

Now  let  me  ask,  of  whom  is  baptism 
required?  When  the  Lord  sent  out  His 
apostles,  He  said: 

Go  Ye  therefore,  and  TEACH  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you,  and  lo,  I  am 
with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  wprld. 
(Matt.  28:19,  20.) 

All  nations  are  here  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  receiving  baptism.  But  before 
any  candidate  is  baptized  he  must  be  taught 
the  Gospel,  and  learn  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  the  Lord  has  commanded.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  he  must  repent  of  his  personal 
sins,  and  “bring  forth  fruits  worthy  of  re¬ 
pentance."  (Luke  3:8.) 

Only  individuals  capable  of  doing  these 
things  should  receive  this  sacred  ordinance. 

Next,  let  us  determine  the  manner  in 
which  baptism  is  to  be  administered.  What 
is  the  meaning  of  the  word?  It  has  its 
origin  in  the  Greek  expression  “bapto"  or 
“baptizo,"  meaning  literally  to  immerse 
or  bury  in  water.  It  was  a  term  common 
in  the  language  of  the  day  in  which  Jesus 
lived.  Contemporary  historians  used  it  to 
describe  ships  sunk  in  naval  battles,  as 
well  as  other  submerged  objects.  The 
following  instances  may  illustrate: 

When  Polybius  described  a  naval  con¬ 


flict  between  the  Carthaginian  and  Roman 
fleets  off  the  shores  of  Sicily,  he  said : 

If  any  were  hard  pressed  by  lhe  enemy,  they  with¬ 
drew  safely  back,  on  account  of  their  fast  sailing  into 
the  open  sea,  and  then  turning  around  and  falling  oa 
those  of  their  pursuers  who  were  in  advance,  they* 
gave  them  frequent  blows  and  baptized  many  of  their 
vessels.  (Bk.  1.  Chap.  51.) 

The  same  writer  refers  as  follows  to 
Roman  soldiers  crossing  the  River  Trebia: 

When  the  passage  of  the  River  Trebia  came  on,  which 
had  risen  above  its  usual  current  on  account  of  the 
rain  which  had  fallen,  the  infantry  with  difficulty 
crossed  over,  being  baptized  up  to  the  chest.  (Book  3, 
Chapter  72.) 

Strabo,  who  lived  during  the  time  of 
Christ,  telling  of  the  buoyancy  of  certain 
saline  waters,  wrote  in  this  manner: 

These  have  the  taste  of  salt  water,  but  a  different 
nature,  for  even  persons  who  cannot  swim  are  not  liable 
to  be  baptized  in  them,  but  float  like  logs  on  the 
surface. 

Naturally  Jesus  and  His  followers  used 
expressions  which  would  be  readily  com¬ 
prehended  by  their  hearers.  The  people  of 
Palestine  knew  but  one  meaning  in  the 
word  baptize,  and  that  was  immersion 
in  water.  Therefore,  when  the  apostles  of 
old  declared  that  persons  must  be  baptized 
to  receive  salvation,  the  believers  under¬ 
stood  that  they  must  participate  in  a  re¬ 
ligious  ordinance  in  which  they  themselves 
were  immersed  in  water. 

Hence  we  have  the  account  in  scripture 
of  Jesus  coming  straightway  up  out  of  the 
water  at  the  conclusion  of  His  own  bap¬ 
tism,  and  of  Philip  taking  the  eunuch 
down  into  the  water  in  baptism,  and  then 
coming  up  out  of  the  water. 

Both  the  mode  and  purpose  of-baptism 
are  beautifully  taught  in  a  dual  simile  given 
by  Paul.  In  encouraging  his  followers  to 
live  righteous  lives,  this  apostle  explained 
that  men  should  let  their  pleasure  in  trans¬ 
gression  perish,  that  their  souls  might  en¬ 
joy  better  things. 

To  clearly  illustrate  his  point,  he  de¬ 
scribed  repentant  persons  as  being  “dead 
to  sin."  Such  an  expression  he  used  in 
the  fifth  and  sixth  chapters  of  Romans 
when  he  spoke  of  the  grace  of  God  help¬ 
ing  us  to  overcome  the  error  of  our  ways. 
Continuing,  he  asked: 

Whaf  shall  we  say  lhen?  Shall  we  continue  in  sin, 
that  grace  may  abound?  God  forbid.  How  shall  we 
that  are  DEAD  TO  SIN  live  any  longer  therein? 
(Rom.  6:1-2.) 

Paul,  of  course,  taught  thoroughout  his 
writings  that  baptism  is  to  free  us  of  the 
effects  of  sin.  This  thought  he  expressed 
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to  the  Roman  members  of  the  Church  who 
had  been  cleansed  of  sin  through  baptism, 
for  he  said  that  those  who  had  thus  been 
freed  of  sin  were  "‘dead  to  sin,"  that  is, 
sin  was  no  longer  productive  in  them. 
Then  he  continues: 

Likewise  reckon  ye  also  yourselves  to  be  dead  in¬ 
deed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord."  (Rom.  6:11.) 

In  his  writing  he  personifies  sin  and 
speaks  of  it  as  "the  old  man  of  sin," 
which,  he  says,  dies  as  a  result  of  the  re¬ 
pentance  of  the  convert  to  Christ.  The 
death  of  “this  old  man  of  sin"  Paul  likens 
to  a  crucifixion.  Note  his  words: 

Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him 
(that  is,  with  Christ)  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin 
(Rom.  6:6.) 

Continuing  the  metaphor,  this  "old  man 
of  sin,"  being  dead,  must  be  buried,  but 
how?  Paul  tells  us: 

Know  ye  not  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized 
into  Jesus  Christ,  were  baptized  into  His  death?  There¬ 
fore  we  are  buried  with  Him  by  baptism  into  death." 

Then  our  sins,  being  "put  to  death" 
through  repentance  and  well  doing,  are 
obliterated  when  we  are  buried  in  water 
during  baptism.  We  see  again  here,  how 
baptism  is  the  means  of  escaping  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  sins  repented  of.  The  compari¬ 
son,  however,  goes  further.  Our  burial 
in  baptism  is  likened  in  this  epistle,  to 
Christ's  burial  in  the  tomb.  But  not  only 
was  Jesus  buried.  He  also  came  forth 
from  the  tomb,  to  a  newness  of  life.  Paul 
now  explains  that  after  being  buried  by 
baptism  in  water,  we  likewise  come  forth 
to  a  newness  of  life,  for  having  had  our 
sins  remitted,  we  are  ready  to  begin  our 
career  in  the  Church  of  God.  Again  note 
Paul’s  words  on  this  point: 

Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into 
death:  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from  the  dead 
by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should 
walk  in  a  newness  of  life.  For  if  we  have  been  planted 
together  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,  we  shall  be  also 
in  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection.  (Rom.  6:4,  5.) 

What  a  beautiful  comparison.  Sin  dies 
through  repentance,  and  we  leave  it  in  the 
watery  grave  as  we  are  buried  in  baptism 
in  the  likeness  of  Christ’s  entombment. 
Then,  cleansed  and  free  from  sin,  we  come 
forth  from  the  watery  grave,  as  Jesus 
came  from  the  tomb,  victor  over  sin  and 
death. 

Such  expressions  as  "buried  with  Him 
by  baptism"  and  "planted  in  the  likeness 
of  His  death,"  naturally  indicate  immer- 


si°n  To  baptize  by  any  other  mode 
would  be  to  lose  the  significance  of  Paul’s 
comparison  of  this  ordinance  to  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  the  Savior. 

To  Nicodemus  the  Lord  further  ex¬ 
plained  this  doctrine  of  metaphor.  On 
this  occasion  Jesus  said  we  must  be  born 
of  water  and  of  the  spirit.  To  be  born 
of  water  means  to  come  forth  bodily  from 
the  water.  In  doing  so  we  are  born  from 
a  condition  of  sin  to  one  of  righteousness; 
or,  to  use  Paul’s  words,  we  come  forth  to 
a  newness  of  life. 


.  ,  :  .  iNicoaemus 

has  further  application.  We  are  told  in 
the  scriptures  that  after  water  baptism 
we  receive  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost’ 
1  be  manner  in  which  this  phase  of  bap¬ 
tism  is  administered  is  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands  by  the  elders  of  the  Church.  This 
1S  demonstrated  in  the  nineteenth  chapter 
of  Acts,  wherein  Paul  laid  his  hands  up¬ 
on  those  who  had  been  baptized,  and  thev 
received  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  also  shown 
through  a  reading  of  the  eighth  chapter 
of  this  same  book.  You  recall  that  Philip 
had  conducted  a  missionary  tour  through 

u™rjla'  baPtizinS  his  converts.  But 
he  did  not  confer  upon  them,  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  possibly  because  he  had 
received  no  authority  to  do  so.  Since 
these  converts  were  as  yet  without  the  Holy 
Ghost,  it  became  necessary  for  the  apostles 
to  visit  them,  and  to  confer  this  gift  upon 
them  Then,  says  the  scripture,  “they 
laid  their  hands  on  them,  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

The  baptism  of  water  is  not  complete 
without  the  baptism  of  the  spirit.  Both 
are  required  for  salvation.  This  Jesus 
taught  to  Nicodemus,  saying: 


cxcepi  a  man  be  born  of  wafer  and  of  the  SDirit 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  (John  3:5.) 

This  latter  declaration  of  our  Lord 
brings  up  another  point.  What  of  the 
multitudes  who  have  died  without  this 
ordinance?  If  they  had  no  opportunity 
to  hear  and  accept  the  Gospel,  and  were 
therefore  not  baptized,  must  they  be  barred 
from  the  kingdom?  Or  will  some  excep¬ 
tion  be  made  in  their  case?  There  are 
no  exceptions  to  the  law,  but  a  way  has 
been  provided  for  them. 


When  Jesus  died  on  the  cross.  His  im¬ 
mortal  spirit  went  to  the  realm  of  the  dead 
where  He  preached  the  Gospel  to  those  who 
had  once  lived  on  the  earth.  In  telling 
us  of  this  important  event,  Peter  said- 
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For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just 
for  the  unjust;  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God,  being 
put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit; 
by  which  also  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  spirits 
in  prison;  which  sometime  were  disobedient  when 
once  the  long  suffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing,  wherein  few,  that 
is,  eight  souls,  were  saved  by  water.  (1  Peter  3:18.) 

What  did  He  preach  there?  Peter  fur¬ 
ther  explains: 

For  this  cause  was  the  gospel  preached  also  to  them 
that  are  dead,  that  they  might  be  judged  according  to 
men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to  God  in  the 
spirit.  (1  Peter  4:6.) 

Jesus  has  but  one  Gospel,  referring  to 
which  He  said:  “Straight  is  the  gate,  and 
narrow  is  the  way.”  And  Paul  added: 

There  is  one  Lord,  one  faith  and  one  baptism,  one 
God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  through  all, 
and  in  you  all.  (Eph.  4:5-6.) 

The  Gospel  which  he  preached  to  the 
dead,  as  well  as  to  the  living,  includes  the 
doctrine  of  baptism  for  the  remission  of 
sins.  The  dead  once  lived  in  mortality 
and  passed  through  an  experience  much  like 
that  in  which  we  now  live.  Therefore, 
they  have  sinned,  as  we  have,  and  similarly 
require  remission  of  sins  just  as  we  do. 
Yet  baptism  is  the  only  means  given  us 
whereby  we  may  be  washed  free  of  our 
sins. 

How  then,  can  this  ordinance  be  given 
to  the  dead? 

Paul  gives  us  the  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  by  telling  us  that  in  his  own  day, 
living  persons  were  baptized  for  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  dead.  Such  a  doctrine  was  evi¬ 
dently  well  known  to  the  Corinthians,  for 
Paul  used  it  to  combat  the  erroneous  teach¬ 
ings  of  certain  persons  who  claimed  there 
would  be  no  resurrection.  To  such  Paul 
said: 

Else  what  shall  they  do  which  are  baptized  for  the 
dead,  if  the  dead  rise  not  at  all,  why  are  they  then 
baptized  for  the  dead?  (1  Cor.  15:29.) 

That  baptism  for  the  dead  was  practiced 
among  the  early  Christians  is  thoroughly 
attested  by  history,  giving  further  support 
to  this  true  Gospel  principle  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  way  for  the  dead  to  be  saved  upon 
the  same  principles  used  for  the  salvation 
of  the  living.  Under  proper  authority, 
living  persons  may  act  as  proxies  and  be 
baptized  for  and  in  behalf  of  their  departed 
kindred,  and  the  vicarious  ordinance  thus 
performed  has  divine  sanction. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  the  only  organization  that 
affirms  by  practice  the  necessity  of  admin¬ 


istering  baptism  for  the  dead,  and  claims 
divine  authority  therefore. 

Then  to  summarize:  Baptism  in  water 
is  essential  to  our  salvation;  it  must  be 
performed  by  immersing  the  candidate  in 
water  after  the  individual  has  exhibited 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  has  re¬ 
pented  of  his  sins.  The  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  follows  the  water  baptism  and  is 
conferred  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands 
of  those  in  authority. 

Such  ordinances  which  so  vitally  affect 
our  happiness  and  eternal  salvation,  must 
of  necessity  be  performed  by  the  proper 
authority,  otherwise  they  would  be  of  no 
effect.  Who  has  the  right  to  thus  officiate 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 

This  will  be  the  subject  of  my  discourse 
at  this  same  hour  next  Sunday  night,  when 
I  shall  show  where  rests  the  authority  to 
act  in  the  name  of  God. 


FROM  WHENCE  CAME  FREEDOM? 

(Continued  from  page  78) 

wrath  of  God  upon  you  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
have  hitherto  done. 

Behold,  this  is  a  choice  land,  and  whatsoever  nation 
shall  possess  it  shall  be  free  from  bondage,  and  from 
captivity,  and  from  all  other  nations  under  the  heaven, 
if  they  will  but  serve  the  God  of  the  land,  who  is 
Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  been  manifested  by  the  things 
which  we  have  written.  -  Book  of  Mormon,  Ether  2:6-12. 

Freedom  is  the  heritage  of  this  fair  land 
on  which  we  live.  Shall  it  endure?  The 
answer  lies  with  us.  It  is  the  responsibility 
of  our  leaders,  as  well  as  of  the  citizens  in 
general,  to  maintain  a  state  of  righteousness 
throughout  this  “promised  land.”  There¬ 
by  the  loss  of  freedom  and  a  curse  on  the 
land,  the  predicted  sequence  to  a  ripened 
iniquity,  may  be  averted. 

If  we  will  but  serve  God,  our  glorious 
government  “of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people,”  will  remain  an  en¬ 
sign  to  other  nations,  demonstrating  the 
contentment  and  happiness  that  freedom 
in  its  fullest  sense  can  bring  to  a  people. 


When  a  bit  of  sunshine  hits  ye, 
After  passing  of  a  cloud 
When  a  fit  of  laughter  gits  ye 
And  ye’re  spine  is  feelin  proud 

Don’t  forget  to  up  and  fling  it 
At  a  soul  that’s  feelin’  blue, 
For  the  minit  that  ye  sling  it 
It’s  a  boomerang  to  you. 

— Capt.  Jack  Crawford . 
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“What  Hath  God  Wrought!” 


This  famous  exclamation 

is  brought  to  mind  in  contemplating 
the  changed  conditions  pertaining  to 
the  Church  and  its  members  in  the  past 
century.  Perhaps  a  pen  picture  of  the 
Saints  in  1838  would  help  us  to  see  by 
contrast  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  His 
people  and  His  Church  in  the  hundred 
years  past. 

The  Church  in  1838 

In  the  summer  of  1838  the  headquarters 
and  center  of  action  of  the  Church  was  in 
Far  West,  Missouri.  The  Saints  had  just 
passed  through  perilous  times.  In  the 
autumn  of  ’33  those  in  Jackson  County 
had  been  ruthlessly  driven  from  their 
homes.  They  had  rested  in  Clay  County 
less  than  three  years  when  they  were  re¬ 
quired  to  move  to  other  quarters.  The 
latter  part  of  1836  saw  their  migration 
northward  into  an  uninviting,  unsubdued 
and  almost  uninhabited  wilderness  in  the 
northern  part  of  Ray  County.  Their 
petition  to  the  legislature  for  a  county 
organization  was  granted  and  Caldwell 
County  was  formed. 

In  Kirtland  there  was  trouble.  The 
spring  of  1836  had  seen  the  completion  of 
the  Temple  and  in  it  occurred  a  number 
of  most  significant  manifestations  of 
Divine  approval.  The  Lord  Jesus  Himself 
appeared  and  accepted  the  house  as  His 
own,  making  promises  of  wondrous  bless¬ 
ings  there  to  be  conferred,  providing  the 
house  was  kept  sacred  and  free  from  pol¬ 
lution.  The  prophet  Elijah  had  appeared 
there  and  committed  the  keys  of  the  great 
work  of  salvation  for  the  dead.  Other 
manifestations,  keys  and  blessings  had  also 
been  received. 

This  was  the  first  Temple  of  the 


Lord  to  be  built  in  this  dispensation  and 
it  would  seem  that  the  thunder  bolts  of 
hades  were  now  trained  upon  the  cause 
for  which  the  sacred  edifice  stood. 

The  spirit  of  wild  speculation  had  en¬ 
gulfed  the  nation  and  the  Saints  had  not 
escaped.  Neither  did  they  escape  the 
crash  that  followed.  Disaffection  entered 
the  hearts  of  many  of  the  members.  From 
the  seeds  of  disaffection  came  the  fruit  of 
criticism,  doubt,  accusation,  hatred  and 
treachery. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  had  gone  in  the 
fall  of  1837  to  Far  West  to  counsel  with 
the  Saints  there,  and  on  his  return  in  De¬ 
cember  found  the  spirit  of  opposition  had 
risen  to  such  height  that  an  active  plot 
was  in  process  to  depose  him.  The 
Temple  had  been  desecrated  and  become  a 
rendezvous  of  sedition.  Treachery  both 
within  and  without  the  Church  made  it 
imperative  that  the  Prophet  flee  for  his 
life.  In  January,  1838,  in  company  with 
Sidney  Rigdon,  he  unobservedly  left  Kirt¬ 
land  and  after  two  months  of  hardship 
and  privation,  arrived  at  Far  West,  his 
family  having  joined  him  on  the  way. 

Far  West  experienced  a  mushroom 
growth  during  the  years  of  1837-38.  Not 
until  October  of  the  latter  year  did  the 
main  company  of  529  refugees  arrive  from 
Kirtland.  The  city  had  been  laid  out, 
a  temple  site  dedicated  and  corner  stones 
laid.  By  the  migration  of  Saints  from 
various  points  to  this  new  home  land  the 
population  of  Far  West  and  surrounding 

i2mooo““is.had  rcached  aPProximate*y 

But  peace  was  to  be  of  short  dura¬ 
tion.  Already  the  rumbling  of  opposition 
and  enmity  had  been  heard  and  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Kirtland  Camp  it  had 
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developed  into  actual  clash  of  arms. 
Finally  there  came  the  brutally  infamous 
exterminating  order  of  Governor  Boggs. 
The  mob  militia  poured  into  Far  West, 
the  property  of  the  Saints  was  confiscated, 
the  men  abused  and  women  ravished.  The 
Prophet  and  other  leaders  were  taken  into 
custody  and  the  body  of  the  Church  com¬ 
pelled  to  evacuate  and  seek  shelter  outside 
the  state.  By  mock  court-martial  the 
Prophet  and  companions  were  condemned 
to  be  shot  on  the  public  square  of  Far 
West.  General  Doniphan,  to  whom  the 
order  was  given  for  execution,  had  in  his 
heart  a  sense  of  justice  and  in  his  soul  the 
courage  to  sustain  it.  He  defiantly  refused 
to  obey  the  order  of  his  superior  officer, 
declaring  it  to  be  “cold  blooded  murder.” 
His  courageous  stand  had  a  sobering  effect 
and  the  order  was  not  executed. 

The  winter  of  1838  found  the  Saints, 
who  had  not  died  of  hardship  and  ex¬ 
posure,  miserably  housed  as  best  could 
be  about  the  hospitable  environs  of 
Quincy,  Illinois,  and  their  Prophet  and 
other  leaders  languishing  in  the  cold  and 
wretched  prisons  of  Richmond  and  Lib¬ 
erty,  Missouri. 

Not  much  ground  for  hope — except  as 
the  rays  of  divine  light  penetrated  the 
gloom  and  warmed  the  hearts  of  the 
faithful. 

But  at  the  beginning  of  the  great  res¬ 
toration  movement  of  this  dispensation, 
the  Lord  repeatedly  announced  by  revela¬ 
tion  through  the  Prophet  that  “A  great 
and  marvelous  work  is  about  to  come 
forth  unto  the  children  of  men.”  This 
was  not  an  idle  platitude  but  a  prophecy 
and  promise  from  the  Almighty  and 
bound  to  find  fulfillment.  There  were 
yet  dark  days  ahead,  but  there  were  bright 
ones  also. 

Contrast  Conditions  Today 

Forward  now  the  step  of  a  century 
1938.  The  handful  of  Saints  huddled 
about  Quincy  and  elswhere  without  home 
or  headquarters  has  grown  into  a  Church 
body  of  768,000  people.  They  planted 
a  commonwealth  in  the  intermountain 
states  of  America  and  changed  the  deserts 
to  gardens  and  fields  of  grain.  From 
there  they  have  spread  throughout  Amer¬ 
ica  and  to  most  of  the  civilized  countries 
of  the  world. 


The  general  offices  of  the  Church  are 
substantially  established  in  commodious 
buildings  of  granite  and  marble  “in  the 
top  of  the  mountains.”  There  also  is  the 
“House  of  the  Lord”  as  Isaiah  said  it 
would  be. 

In  1838  the  first  foreign  missionary 
work  was  less  than  a  year  old.  Now  it 
has  so  grown  and  expanded  that  60,000 
or  more  missionaries  have  carried  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  practically  every  civilized  nation  in 
the  world.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thous¬ 
ands  of  the  honest  in  heart  have  embraced 
its  truth  and  gathered  with  the  Saints  in 
Zion.  Now  2,000  missionaries  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  the  field  declaring  a  restoration 
of  the  true  Gospel,  and  inviting  men  and 
women  to  partake  of  its  fruits. 

In  1838  the  law  of  the  tithe  was  given 
to  the  Church.  Through  it  and  other 
application  of  faith  and  industry,  great 
things  have  been  accomplished.  There  has 
been  founded  an  educational  system  with 
seminaries  and  institutes  in  convenient 
places  throughout  the  intermountain  West. 
More  than  a  thousand  chapels,  represent¬ 
ing  an  expenditure  of  $16,000,000,  all 
commodious,  and  some  approaching  mag¬ 
nificence,  have  been  erected  as  places  of 
worship.  Eight  beautiful  temples  have 
been  built  wherein  have  been  performed 
more  than  twenty  million  ordinances  for 
the  salvation  of  the  dead.  Provision  is 
now  made  for  two  other  temples  soon  to 
be  built.  And  with  all  this  accomplished, 
the  Church  has  no  debts. 

In  1838  the  Book  of  Mormon  had 
struggled  through  its  first  edition  of  5,000 
copies.  Since  then  it  has  been  translated 
and  published  in  17  different  languages 
and  after  more  than  a  century,  now  enjoys 
a  distribution  of  approximately  50,000 
copies  per  year. 

More  than  a  century  of  correct  and  suc¬ 
cessful  living,  the  subduing  of  a  desert  and 
founding  a  commonwealth,  and  now  the 
inaugurating  of  a  Church  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram,  novel  to  the  world,  have  raised  the 
Church  to  a  position  of  justifiable  pride 
and  popular  acclaim,  quite  the  antithesis 
of  what  it  was  in  18 38. 

But  let  not  the  Saints  be  boastful.  Let 
them  be  only  humble  and  thankful.  The 
Lord  has  done  it.  Not  that  the  Saints 
of  1938  are  better  than  were  the  Saints  of 
1838,  have  these  changes  come.  The  Lord 
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in  His  wisdom  has  brought  them  about 
through  the  faith  and  cooperation  of  His 
people.  Should  the  divine  eye  see  need  for 
a  reversion  to  the  conditions  of  1838, 
could  we  taks  it  with  undaunted  faith 
and  courage?  Could  we  then  say  in  true 
spirit  of  faith  and  loyalty,  “The  Lord 
giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh  away,  blessed 
be  the  naitie  of  the  Lord?” 

Latter-day  Saints  might  well  consider 
their  position  to-day  and  say  in  their  heart 
of  hearts,  “What  hath  God  wrought!” 

— E.  L.  M. 


PRESIDENT  CLARK  RETURNS 
FROM  EUROPE 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  Europe  where  he 
went  some  weeks  ago  in  the  interest  of 
American  finance.  At  Geneva  Pres.  Clark 
was  American  delegate  of  the  League  of  Na¬ 
tions  Committee  on  International  Loan 
Contracts.  In  Berlin  he  conferred  with 
the  Reichsbank  regarding  interest  and  bond 
matters.  He  attended  a  meeting  in  Paris 
of  foreign  bondholders  associations  repre¬ 
senting  Foreign  Bondholders  Protective 
Council,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  chairman  of 
the  executive  committee.  In  London  he 
lunched  with  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  While  in  Europe  Pres.  Clark 
visited  President  Lyman  of  the  European 
Mission  and  other  mission  presidents. 


HOME  FROM  TOUR  OF  PACIFIC  MISSIONS 

Elder  George  Albert  Smith,  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve,  and  Elder  Rufus 
K.  Hardy,  of  the  First  Council  of  Seven¬ 
ty,  have  finished  their  visits  to  the  mis¬ 
sions  of  the  Pacific  Islands  and  returned  to 
their  homes  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Together 
they  have  spent  the  past  six  months,  going 
from  mission  to  mission,  from  island  to 
island,  inspecting  the  work  being  done  and 
instructing  and  encouraging  the  mission¬ 


aries  and  Saints.  Their  travels  took  them 
to  Hawaii,  Australia,  Tasmania,  New 
Zealand,  Tonga,  the  Fiji  Islands  and 
Samoa.  They  report  having  had  a  very 
enjoyable  and  profitable  time. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MISSION  HOME  RELEASED 

Elder  J.  Wiley  Sessions,  who  has  for 
the  past  two  years  been  directing  head  of 
the  Mission  Home  in  Salt  Lake  City,  has 
been  released.  He  will  return  to  his  pre¬ 
vious  field  of  work  in  the  Church  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education,  having  been  assigned 
to  the  Institute  in  Logan,  Utah.  He  is 
being  released  a  year  earlier  than  was  an¬ 
ticipated  because  of  his  service  being  needed 
in  Logan.  Elder  Sessions'  successor  at  the 
Mission  Home  has  not  yet  been  appointed. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  FOR  ARGENTINE  MISSION 

Announcement  is  made  by  the  First 
Presidency  that  Frederick  S.  Williams  has 
been  chosen  as  president  of  the  Argentine 
Mission,  to  succeed  Pres.  Ernest  Young. 
Elder  Williams  is  an  Arizona  contractor 
and  builder,  associated  with  the  Williams 
Construction  and  Engineering  Co.  Re¬ 
cently  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  con¬ 
struction  work  of  the  new  chapel  and  mis¬ 
sion  home  of  the  Spanish  American  Mis¬ 
sion  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Elder  Williams  has  been  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Church.  In  1927-29  he  filled 
a  mission  in  South  America  and  so  is  quite 
familiar  with  the  work  that  will  engage  his 
attention  as  president  of  the  mission. 


ANOTHER  STAKE  IN  THE  NORTHWEST 


It  is  announced  that  a  new  stake  of 
Zion  is  to  be  organized  on  the  31st  of 
July,  at  Seattle,  Washington.  This  will 
be  the  124th  stake  of  the  Church  and  the 
1  1th  one  in  the  Pacific  states. 


LIAHONA  VOLUME  35  COMPLETE 


As  is  usual,  we  have  had  a  number  of  copies  of  Liahona,  Volume  35,  bound 
in  cloth  with  complete  index  included.  These  may  be  had  for  $2.00  post  paid. 
Any  who  wish  the  index  alone  may  obtain  a  copy  for  10c. 
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in  His  wisdom  has  brought  them  about 
through  the  faith  and  cooperation  of  His 
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a  reversion  to  the  conditions  of  1838, 
could  we  taks  it  with  undaunted  faith 
and  courage?  Could  we  then  say  in  true 
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be  the  naitie  of  the  Lord?" 
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TEXAS  MISSION— ElRav  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 
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WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 


NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT: -Ivan  H.  Woodward, 
President,  909  So.  Cedar,  Casper,  Wyoming. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  reaping  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  in  their  missionary  activities.  We 
have  come  to  the  realization  that  the  most  effective 
way  to  search  out  the  honest  in  heart  is  by  tracting. 
The  missionaries  are  now  holding  two  recently  es¬ 
tablished  meetings  as  a  result  of  their  efforts  in  tracting. 

While  tracting,  Elder  Thorley  C.  Johnson  had  a 
very  interesting  experience.  He  approached  a  lady 
who  was  busily  engaged  in  destroying  insect  pests. 
She  remarked  of  his  amusement  at  the  method  she  was 
using.  The  subject  soon  shifted  from  insect  pests  to 
so-called  door  to  door  pests.  She  commented  on  the 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  Mormon  missionaries  and 
that  of  other  sects  and  firms.  She  further  stated,  she 
had  never  heard  a  Mormon  missionary  in  a  spirit  of 
self  righteousness  disparrage  or  criticize  anyone's  be¬ 
lief.  She  approved  of  the  fact  that  we  state  our  own 
beliefs  only,  never  ridiculing  other  people's  ideas, 
no  matter  how  absurd  they  might  appear  to  us.  She 
remarked  how  similar  were  the  methods  of  the  Mormon 
missionaries  to  those  of  the  Apostles  of  old,  and  es¬ 
pecially  emphasized  preaching  without  compensation  and 
expression  of  our  earnest  conviction. 

Many  hearts  have  been  penetrated  through  hearing 
the  soul  inspiring  words  of  the  Savior  wherein  He 
said,  "Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cannot  see 
the  kingdom  of  God."  We  welcome  the  following 
who  have  exercised  sufficient  faith  and  complied  with 
the  necessary  ordinances  for  admittance  into  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  (some  of  these  being  converted  after 
they  reached  maturity):  Elizabeth  B.  Johnson,  Mildred 
A.  Duncan,  Jerry  M.  Sayre,  James  Hatch,  Mary  L. 
Logsdon,  Virginia  M.  Forbis,  Ebba  Twitchell,  Edward 
Hansen,  Ivan  Roush,  Patrick  H.  Burke,  Berne  W. 
Feuerstein. 

We  recently  held  conference  in  Sheridan  and  Casper. 
The  people  very  greatly  rejoiced  over  the  message  of 
our  mission  leaders. 

The  missionaries  of  Sheridan  had  the  experience  of 
holding  two  funeral  services  at  which  they  explained 
the  Gospel  to  many  non-members. 

WEST  COLORADO  DISTRICT:  -  Reed  C.  Johnson, 
President,  Box  833,  Grand  Junction,  Colorado. 

As  an  electric  light  bulb  awaits  the  turning  of  a 
switch  for  the  giving  of  light,  so  also  do  the  blessings 
of  God  await  those  that  will  remain  meek,  lowly  and 
pure  in  heart,  and  will  strive  always  to  walk  in 
the  ways  of  the  Lord  and  keep  his  commandments. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  truly  feel  the  guiding 
hand  of  the  Lord  in  our  daily  endeavors.  The  meetings 
in  this  district  are  inspirational  and  many  friends  and 
worthwhile  contacts  are  being  made  constantly  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  the  missionaries. 

Sisters  Larson  and  Heath  report  that  their  Bee  Hive 
class  is  flourishing  greatly  and  nearly  all  in  attendance 


are  non-members.  Their  Swarm  Day  is  near  in  the 
future  and  the  mothers  feel  enthused  over  the  work 
their  daughters  are  doing. 

Elders  Johnson  and  Chambers  were  recently  called 
to  the  hospital  to  administer  to  a  lady  suffering  severely 
from  stomach  pains.  The  next  evening  the  lady  left 
the  hospital  to  return  to  her  home  and  it  was  indeed  a 
testimony  to  her  friends  and  relatives  of  the  power  of 
God  being  made  manifest  through  the  authority  of 
the  holy  Priesthood. 

Elders  Raymond  and  Buttars  in  Montrose  are  holding 
three  meetings  weekly  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors 
are  coming  forth.  Recently  they  administered  to  a 
lady  who  has  been  sick  for  some  time  and  it  is  a 
testimony  to  all  to  note  the  remarkable  improvement 
in  her  condition. 

Two  funeral  services  were  held  in  this  district  by  the 
missionaries  during  the  past  month.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  comfort  those  who  were  called  to  mourn, 
that  they  might  understand  the  plan  of  salvation  in 
all  its  beauty. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
1810  M.  Street,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

"Except  a  man  be  born  of  the  water  and  of  the 
Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Realizing  the  force  of  this  statement  and  wishing  the 
privilege  of  association  with  God  and  his  obedient 
children,  with  the  right  to  eternal  progression,  the 
following  people  have  complied  with  this  ordinance 
and  were  baptized  by  Elder  Kenneth  D.  Brown:  Grace 
Emma  Dyer,  Fern  Terchen  Rosko,  Louise  Marie  Dyer, 
Kenneth  Lee  Dyer,  Peter  Stoki,  Jr.  and  Charles  Preston 
Lowder,  Jr. 

A  new  field  of  labor  has  been  opened  up  in  Nebraska 
City  and  Elders  Pace  and  Wilde  are  having  very  much 
success  in  the  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  there. 
There  has  been  an  attendance  of  24  people,  mostly 
investigators,  at  their  cottage  meetings. 

The  missionaries  conducted  the  funeral  service  for 
Mrs.  Sophia  Katherine  Taylor  and  the  plan  of  salvation 
was  explained  to  about  150  non-members.  We  are 
happy  to  be  given  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
Gospel  to  people  in  times  when  they  are  called  upon 
to  mourn,  and  consoling  them  with  the  thought  that 
having  lived  a  clean  life  here  on  earth,  we  are  just 
beginning  a  glorious  existence  for  the  future. 

WEST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT:  -  Elden  W.  Felt,  Presi¬ 
ded,  1701  West  5th  St.,  North  Platte,  Nebr. 

On  May  22nd,  conference  was  held  in  Grand  Island 
at  which  time  President  W.  W.  Seegmiller  dedicated 
the  chapel.  It  was  a  meeting  of  great  worth  to  all 
who  attended. 

Two  days  later  conference  was  held  in  North  Platte 
and  some  very  inspirational  talks  were  given  by 
President  and  Sister  Seegmiller  and  the  missionaries. 

A  funeral  service  was  held  by  the  missionaries  for 
Sister  Lela  May  of  Hastings,  Nebraska.  We  extend 
our  sincere  sympathy  to  her  loved  ones  left  behind. 

A  Relief  Society  was  organized  in  North  Platte  by 
the  missionaries  and  branch  presidency.  Sister  Ulala 
Danks  was  made  President. 
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COUNCIL  BLUFFS  DISTRICT:  -  Basil  R.  Walker,  Presi¬ 
dent,  2127  Avenue  A,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season  a  soft-ball  team 
was  organized,  comprised  of  the  Elders  of  the  Council 
Bluffs  and  East  Nebraska  Districts.  They  joined  the 
Church  League  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs. 

The  competition  is  strong  and  the  team  has  won 
but  few  games,  nevertheless,  much  good  has  been 
accomplished  through  this  medium.  The  Mormon  Mis¬ 
sionary  system  has  received  much  attention  and  has 
been  described  to  the  spectators  at  the  games  through 
the  public  address  system  installed  at  the  ball  park. 
We  have  also  received  the  lion's  share  of  the  cheering 
from  the  stands.  The  people  are  impressed  by  the 
outstanding  sportsmanship  shown  by  our  players  and 
many  favorable  comments  made  by  the  ball  fans  have 
been  reported  to  us. 

On  June  4,  we  were  favored  by  a  visit  from  Brother 
Andrew  Jensen,  assistant  church  historian.  While  here  he 
was  able  to  locate  the  sites  of  several  of  the  buildings 
built  by  the  Mormon  people  when  they  were  living 
here  during  their  exodus  westward.  One  very  in¬ 
teresting  location  was  the  site  of  the  Log  Tabernacle 
in  which  Brigham  Young  was  sustained  as  President 
of  the  Church  in  December,  1847. 


work  and  have  several  prospects  for  new  Primaries. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  following  people  into 
the  fold:  Vincent  D.  Evans,  Boyd  L.  Evans,  James 
Howard  Evans. 

EAST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT :- Louis  M.  Stuart,  Presi¬ 
dent,  6802  North  30th,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

"If  the  fire  can  scathe  a  green  tree  for  the  glory 
of  God;  how  easy  it  will  burn  up  the  dry  trees  to 
purify  the  vineyards  of  corruption." 

"They  lived  for  glory,  they  died  for  glory,  and 
glory  is  their  eternal  reward.  From  age  to  age  shall 
their  names  go  down  to  posterity  as  gems  for  the 
sacrificed." 

Just  ninety-four  years  ago  on  the  27th  of  June,  the 
Prophet  Joseph  and  his  brother  Hyrum  sealed  their 
testimonies  with  their  own  blood  that  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  might  bring  his  children  into  his  presence.  We 
thank  God  for  those  foundation  builders  and  pray  that 
we  of  today  might  do  our  part  in  building  up  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  these  the  latter  days. 

We  are  all  striving  to  accomplish  our  work  here  in 
this  district  and  we  feel  well  paid  for  our  efforts. 

Sisters  Cox  and  Gibbons  are  meeting  with  success 
in  their  primary  work. 

Elders  Naider  and  Whitmer  have  been  successful  in 
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The  following  day  Brother  Jensen  started  from  the 
point  where  the  Mormon  Battalion  first  camped,  which 
is  near  Mosquito  Creek,  just  south  of  the  present 
city  of  Council  Bluffs,  to  follow  their  trail  through  to 
California.  Elder  Walker  and  Elder  Cox  had  the 
privilege  of  accompanying  him  as  far  as  Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT: -James  A.  Faucett,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  923,  Albuquedque,  New  Mexico. 

‘'Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you." 

The  missionaries  in  the  New  Mexico  District  have 
truly  found  the  meaning  of  these  few  lines.  Through 
their  earnest  and  diligent  efforts  many  entrances  have 
been  gained  into  homes  and  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  are  being  explained. 

Recently  Elder  Faucett  and  Elder  Alder  took  a 
tour  of  the  district,  visiting  Bluewater,  Gallup,  Silver 
City,  Demming,  El  Paso,  Texas  and  Carlsbad.  At 
Gallup  President  Faucett  reorganized  the  branch.  At 
Silver  City  three  people  were  baptized. 

Elders  James  F.  Hadlock  and  Bruce  Anderson  in 
Carlsbad  are  having  very  good  success  in  their  labors 
and  making  fine  contacts. 

Elders  Elden  L.  Jones  and  Kenneth  Turner  are 
finding  success  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  and  also 
in  their  trading. 

Sisters  Maughn  and  Norton  are  happy  in  their 


opening  up  a  new  tracting  district  and  feel  very 
happy  for  the  many  new  friends  they  have  made. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS  ~~ 

Zelda  Anne  WheeleT  — From  Ririe,  Ida.,  to  W.  Nebr.  Dist. 
Lizetta  Seeley -From  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah,  to  Black  Hills. 
Elden  D.  Hymas  — From  Ovid,  Idaho,  to  San  Luis  Dist. 
LaReiia  Gibbons- From  Garden  City,  U.  to  E.  Nebr.  D. 

TRANSFERS 

Cedric  O.  Raymond  — From  West  Denver  to  Colo.  Dist. 
Pearl  Larson  — From  W.  Colo,  to  Scottsbluff  District. 
Beulah  Hutchinson  -  From  Denver  to  W.  Colorado  Dist. 
Florence  Irene  Reece -From  Denver  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Pearl  Hale  — From  Council  Bluffs  to  Denver  District. 

RELEASES 

Maurice  C.  Barnet  — of  W.  Colo.  — Home,  Spanish  Fk.,  U. 
Afton  Hamilton -of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Sugar  City,  Ida. 
Verona  Williams -of  W.  Nebr. -Home,  Vernal,  Utah. 
Kenneth  D.  Brown  — of  Lincoln  D.  — Home,  Grantsville,  U. 
Arnel  T.  Dastrup  — of  Scottsbluff —  Home,  Sigurd,  Utah. 
Permelia  Tieijen  —  of  Scottsbluff —  Home,  Bluewater,  N.  M. 
Nola  Ulrich  — of  E.  Nebraska  — Home,  Bend  Oregon. 

APPOINTMENTS 

John  O.  Livsey  — President  of  Scottsbluff  District. 

J.  Spencer  Taylor —  President  of  Lincoln  District. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 
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EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  T.  TEW,  Jr.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT :-D.  Coy  Miles,  President. 

"It  takes  a  good  dog  to  bark  alone."  On  that  ex¬ 
pression  hangs  a  tale -a  tale  that  you  would  be  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing.  Listen:  "Sir,  could  you  tell  us 
where  George  F.  Brown  lives,"  asked  two  Mormon 
Elders  who  v/ere  seeking  an  isolated  member.  "He 
is  quite  an  old  gentlemen,  about  82." 

‘'Sure,"  was  the  answer,  "we  call  him  'Honey' 
Brown.  He  lives  about  three  miles  from  here  straight 
down  the  road."  Everyone  that  the  Elders  contacted 
said  they  knew  him  and  that  he  was  always  merry  and 
always  had  a  joke.  The  Elders  found  his  home  and 
waited  sometime  before  "Honey"  came  to  the  house 
from  the  field.  The  hired  man  said,  "Mr.  Brown,  these 

men  came  all  the  way  from . " 

"You  don't  need  to  tell  me  who  they  are.  I 
could  recognize  them  any  place."  The  old  man  was 
so  happy  to  see  the  Elders  that  he  shed  tears  of  joy. 
At  supper  they  all  started  to  talk  of  the  Church.  "Honey" 
spoke  and  said:  "Yes,  I'm  still  in  full  faith  with  the 
Church.  As  far  as  I'm  concerned  I  have  no  grievance. 
I'm  the  only  member  in  my  whole  family  — the  only  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  country,  and  I'm  proud  of  it.  Oh,  yes,  it  is 
hard  not  to  be  able  to  associate  with  Saints  but  I  love 
the  true  Gospel.  It  takes  a  good  dog  to  bark  alone  — 
any  old  dog  in  the  country  can  bark  if  five  or  six 
others  start  it.  I'm  proud  that  I  accepted  the  Gospel 
even  if  I  did  have  to  do  it  alone." 

On  that  tale  hangs  a  thought  — yea,  a  sermon  for  all  of 
us  to  think  about.  How  we  should  rejoice  that  there 
was  one  or  two  "good  dogs"  back  in  our  ancestry. 
"Dogs"  who  weren't  afraid  to  bark  alone. 

We  report  to  our  friends  and  to  all  concerned  that 
the  missionaries  of  this  district  are  healthy  and  happy. 
Don  C.  Loveland  and  Varion  G.  Hodgkinson  are 
laboring  up  in  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  near  Charlottes¬ 
ville.  Wallace  Wightman  and  W.  W.  Taylor  are 
organizing  a  Sunday  School  at  Bumpass.  John  G. 
Haddock  and  Eldin  Ricks  are  having  many  interesting 
experiences  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  Jerald  Rowan 
and  D.  C.  Miles  have  been  laboring  in  Brunswick  and 
Chesterfield  counties.  Emma  Kendell  and  Hannah  Val- 
gardson  are  carrying  forward  their  labors  in  Richmond. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT  :-G.  Worth  Bench,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Plans  for  a  more  complete  record  keeping  system 
and  dividing  the  district  into  areas  were  discussed 
with  Elder  Bassitt  T.  Wright  at  the  recent  branch  con¬ 
ference  held  in  Gretna.  It  is  planned  to  have  all 
members  ir.  the  rural  sections  connected  with  some 
organized  branch  or  Sunday  School. 

President  Bench  and  Elder  Jex  have  visited  all  the 
branches  and  most  of  the  Sunday  Schools  during  the 
past  month.  They  found  most  organizations  function¬ 
ing  very  well,  and  with  this  new  system,  even  better 
results  are  expected.  The  Elders  of  this  dislxicl  have 
been  working  diligently,  and  during  the  past  month 
have  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism  to  32  people. 
We  welcome  these  individuals  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT :  -D.  G.  Lee, 
President. 

Work  thou  for  pleasure —  paint  or  sing  or  carve 
The  thing  thou  lovest,  though  the  body  starve  — 

Who  works  for  glory  misses  oft  the  goal / 

Who  works  for  money,  coins  his  very  soul. 
Work  for  the  Work's  sake,  then,  and  it  may  be 
That  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  thee. 

Kenyon  Cox. 

"If  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way."  So  the  members 
of  McMechen  branch  say,  and  they  feel  that  they 
have  demonstrated  it  in  the  last  month.  Their  former 
rented  hall  was  not  the  most  desirable  place  to  hold 
church  service.  Then  out  of  a  clear  sky  came  an 

old  15  room  mansion  house,  that  could  be  bought  at 

a  reasonable  price  and  remodeled  into  a  commodious 
chapel.  Work?  Yes,  it  meant  work,  but  they  found 
the  tools  and  set  at  it.  Faith,  hope,  and  industry 


gave  them  a  chapel  of  their  own.  "Where  there  is 
unity,  there  is  strength." 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  Elder  and  Sister 
Morris  Jensen  are  having  continued  success  in  their 
work  at  New  Martinsville  and  in  Wetzel  county. 
They  have  enrolled  in  their  primaries  60  children, 
and  they  report  that  many  homes  have  been  opened 
to  them  through  the  Primaries. 

Elders  Wooley  and  Curtis  have  started  two  Sunday 
Schools  in  Pendleton  county,  one  at  Brush  Run  and 

one  at  Smoke  Hole.  They  are  also  helping  with  the 
chapel  at  McMechen.  Elders  Holder  and  Judd  are 
laboring  in  Allegany  county  for  the  summer.  They 

have  a  good  circuit  established,  and  report  success  in 
their  work,  several  being  ready  for  baptism.  Elders 
Lee  and  Peterson  are  laboring  in  Marion  county,  and 
have  been  helping  the  Sunday  Schools  at  Norton  and 
Grafton.  They  have  also  helped  with  the  church 
building  at  McMechen. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT: -Delbert  K. 

Schiess,  President. 

The  Church  offers  countless  opportunities  for  us  to 
better  our  lives  through  constant  service.  This  is 
no  doubt  what  the  Savior  meant  when  he  said: 

"Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a 
bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick/  and  it  giveth  light  unto 
all  that  are  in  the  house."  He  also  said:  ‘'by  their 
fruit  ye  shall  know  them."  The  world  should  be 
made  to  feel  the  "Mormon"  influence,  and  be  led 
to  find  out  what  it  has  to  offer. 

This  month  started  out  with  a  warm  feeling  of 
friendship  toward  our  work  throughout  the  district. 
Seven  new  members  have  been  brought  into  the  Church 
by  baplism,  and  each  bears  testimony  of  the  divinity 
and  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel.  One  of  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  stated  that  she  had  been  investigating  the  Gospel 
for  many  years,  and  "Mormonism"  answers  every 
question  pertaining  to  the  philosophy  of  life. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT: -Wayne  G.  Olson, 
President. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  Heaven." —  Matt.  5:16. 

This  scripture  was  brought  to  the  minds  of  Elders 
Wayne  G.  Olson  and  Hubert  L.  Tracy  as  they  were 
given  a  ride  on  the  highway  of  Rowan  county.  After 
discussing  the  scriptures  and  creating  an  interest  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  many  inquiries  were  made  by  the 
good  man  in  regards  to  the  Mormons  and  some  of  their 
recent  achievements.  On  arriving  at  our  destination  a 
Book  of  Mormon  was  lent  to  him  which  he  readily 
accepted  with  a  desire  to  read.  Calling  on  him  ten 
days  later,  at  his  home,  we  were  given  a  hearty  wel¬ 
come.  Dinner  was  prepared  and  served,  at  which 
time  we  found  that  he  was  a  pastor  in  the  Baptist 
Church  and  greatly  interested  in  the  contents  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  After  explaining  at  this  visit  more 
in  detail  some  of  the  Gospel  principles,  also  relating 
part  of  the  history  of  the  Church,  he  praised  the 
Mormon  people  highly  for  what  they  are  doing  in 
caring  for  their  needy. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT :- Orval  Mecham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  month  of  June  has  been  a  notable  one.  Elders 
in  their  respective  districts  are  forging  ahead  to  new 
achievements.  In  the  Bradfordsville  Branch  the  Elders 

are  doing  much  in  instructing  the  people  to  utilize 

their  liesure  time  by  dramatics  and  speech,  as  a  part 

of  our  great  M.  I.  A.  work.  In  the  Madisonville  area 
our  Home  Sunday  School  program  is  working  out  very 
satisfactorily  in  bringing  the  Gospel  to  our  people 
in  isolated  communities.  We  feel  that  through  the 

united  and  diligent  efforts  of  the  Elders,  Zion  is  grow¬ 
ing  in  this  district.  Our  aim  is  to  teach  the  people 
the  art  and  importance  of  keeping  records  so  that 
those  who  follow  will  be  able  to  carry  this  great 
work  on  to  greater  achievements  in  the  future. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT  :-E.  Jay  Whiting,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"And  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable 
unto  you,  but  have  showed  you,  and  have  taught  you 
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publicly,  and  from  house  to  house."  — Acts  20:21. 

This  also  is  the  way  the  Gospel  is  being  presented 
to  the  world  today.  As  Paul  tought  these  people 
publicly  and  from  door  to  door,  we  missionaries 
also  are  presenting  the  Gospel  to  the  world  in  like 
manner,  asking  only  that  people  will  hear  our  humble 
message  that  we  bring  to  them  in  love  and  sincereity. 

The  following  were  baptized  into  the  Church  this 
month:  Sisters  Louise  Darcus  and  Lois  Warmand  and 
their  brother  Norman,  Lena  M.  Burnett,  Reva  Under¬ 
wood  and  Clarence  Green.  They  were  baptized  by 
Elders  Lynn  Cullimore  and  Marion  G.  Forsyth.  We 
welcome  these  good  people  into  the  fold  of  our 
Master,  and  pray  they  will  obey  the  other  principles 
of  the  Gospel  and  receive  the  blessings  that  are 
promised. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT :-  Le  Roy  Waite,  President. 

When  Jesus  was  leaching  his  plan  to  make  us  free 
he  made  this  statement:  "If  ye  continue  in  my  word, 
then  ye  are  my  disciples  indeed/  and  ye  shall  know 
the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free." 

The  fact  that  intoxicating  drinks  and  tobacco  habits 
are  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  health,  of  both 
body  and  mind  have  been  definitely  proved.  We  cannot 
be  free  until  the  truths  pertaining  to  freedom  are 
known  and  lived. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

The  North  Carolina  West  District  is  very  happy  to 
report  a  month  of  much  profitable  activity.  Elders 
Bodily  and  Walker  held  general  conferences  and  group 
meetings  with  our  Saints  at  Crossmore,  Elk  Park  and 
Charlotte. 

They  were  all  well  attended  and  the  Saints  showed 
that  it  was  what  they  needed  to  keep  their  spirits  fed. 
We  cut  short  our  tour  and  hurried  to  meet  Elder 
Bassett  T.  Wright,  the  special  mission  representative. 
Our  President  Tew  sent  him  forth  with  very  important 
instructions  about  record  keeping  and  M.  I.  A.  work. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  his  presence  in  Mt.  Airy 
Branch,  June  26.  A  special  missionary  Mutual  meeting 
was  called  and  much  good  derived.  Saturday  evening 
was  spent  in  open  air  games  and  a  weiner  roast.  The 
young  people  here  expressed  their  wholehearted  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  evening.  The  conference  was  well 
attended  by  Saints  coming  from  afar  and  by  quite  a 
number  of  investigators.  A  general  conference  was 
also  held  at  Colfax,  Burlington  and  Durham.  Elder 
Wright  is  very  well  informed  upon  his  subject  matter 
and  we  see  the  wisdom  of  Pres.  Tew  setting  up  through 
him  a  complete  record  keeping  system. 

President  Tew's  program  of  "Conservation  versus 
reclamation,"  is  doing  wonders  to  strengthen  our 
position  here  in  North  Carolina  West,  and  it  was 
timely. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-J.  Robert  Bus- 
well,  President. 

North  Carolina  East  District  has  been  greatly  blessed. 
Following  a  winter  of  concentrated  missionary  work 
we  have  to  report  21  baptisms.  We  welcome  Sister 
Winters  and  her  two  daughters,  Brother  Peaden  and 
Brother  Stevens  of  Goldsboro/  Thelma  and  Theron 
Hensley  and  Brother  Henderson  of  Hampstead/  Sister 
Swain,  Brother  Wiggins,  Brother  Forbes,  Sister  Brower 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Markham,  of  Elizabeth  City/ 
Brother  Howard  Willis,  Brother  Raymond  Guthrie, 
Brother  John  Rose,  Brother  George  Rose,  Sister  Lottie 
Waite,  Sister  Rose  and  Sister  Guthrie,  of  Harkers1 
Island. 

1,150  Saints  and  their  friends  heard  Elder  Melvin  J. 
Ballard  give  his  message  of  great  worth  during  our 
five  conference  sessions.  There  were  27  Newspaper 
articles  devoted  to  the  "Mormons"  during  this  month. 
The  fog  of  prejudice  is  rapidly  lifting.  Where  before 
we  have  met  with  indifference  and  insolance  we  are 
now  treated  with  real  consideration.  Radio  and  press 
have  been  very  generous  with  time  and  space.  Our 
distritet  is  growing  rapidly  and  we  are  grateful  that 
we  have  this  large  force  of  missionaries. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Max  Larsen -From  Springville,  Utah,  to  N.  Car.  E. 


Emma  Violet  Payne -Bloomington,  Ida.,  to  W.  Va.  S. 
Carlton  C.  Cope -From  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  N.  Car.  E. 
Owen  Lee  Cox -From  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  to  West  Tenn. 
Crosby  A.  Glenn  — From  Wellsville,  U.  to  W.  Va.  So. 
Orville  W.  Allen  — From  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  E.  Kentucky. 
Leo  Dee  Sanders  — From  Kaysville,  Uath,  to  Va.  W. 
Herbert  Lester  Tracy  — From  Burley,  Idaho,  to  Ky.  E. 
TRANSFERS 

Edna  Alvey-From  Mission  Headquarters  to  W.  Va.  So 
Rula  Brinton  — From  Office  to  North  Carolina  West. 
Ruby  Dudley  — From  N.  Carolina  W.  to  W.  Virginia  So. 
Thomas  M.  Ewell -From  Tenn.  W.  to  No.  Car.  East. 
William  E.  Holfeltz  — From  Virginia  West  to  W.  Va.  So. 
Agnes  Bennett -From  West  Va.  So.  to  Tenn.  West. 
Chloe  Winger  — From  Office  to  Tennessee  East. 

Helen  Tew  — From  Office  to  Tennessee  East. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Naomi  Tew  — Primary  Supervisor  and  Mission  Commis- 
sarian. 

RELEASES 

Monitor  C.  Noyce  — of  Office  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Fenton  C.  Tyler -of  W.  Virginia  So. -Home,  Ukon,  Ida. 
Carl  H.  Wilckon-of  Kentucky  W.-Home,  Duchesne,  U. 
Opal  Cheney  — of  W.  Va.  So.  — Home,  Thornton,  Idaho. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT: -Loile  J.  Baily,  President, 
7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  membership  of  the  Boston  Branch  is  greatly 
reduced  during  the  summer  months,  in  as  much  as  it 
is  composed  partly  of  students  of  Harvard  and  other 
Universities  in  and  around  Boston.  We  commend  these 
young  people  for  their  faithfulness  and  diligence  in 
the  Church  during  the  winter  months,  and  we  look 
forward  to  their  return  in  September. 

An  inspiring  Conference  meeting  was  conducted  in 
Cambridge,  July  10,  at  which  President  Rudger  Clawson 
of  the  Council  of  Twelve  and  President  Eyring  were 
speakers. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister 
Elizabeth  Baird,  who  was  baptized  recently  by  Elder 
Loile  Bailey  at  an  impressive  baptismal  service  which 
was  held  at  beautiful  and  historic  Weldon  Lake  in 
Concord,  Massachusetts. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT: -Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President,  32  Ellis  Road,  Swampscaii,  Mass. 

On  July  9th,  members,  friends  and  missionaries  of 
this  district  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast  as  they  convened 
in  conference  in  Lynn.  President  Clawson  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  was  with  us  and  he  quoted 
the  Apostle  Paul's  words,  "For  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  etc."  The  missionaries  feel  that 
these  words  should  ring  in  the  hearts  of  each  ex¬ 
pounder  of  truth,  stimulating  him  to  forward  the 
Gospel  as  "the  power  of  God  unto  salvation."  It  is 
always  a  joy  to  have  our  leading  brethren  with  us 
to  give  us  words  of  encouragement  and  to  instil  in 
our  minds  the  importance  of  this  great  work. 

Of  late,  a  number  of  illustrated  lectures  have  been 
given  in  this  district  in  private  homes  and  service 
organizations.  We  feel  this  a  good  method  of  making 
friends.  A  friendly  spirit  has  been  shown  by  different 
ministers  of  other  churches  throughout  this  section, 
and  we  feel  that  slowly  prejudice  is  being  broken 
down. 

MAINE  DISTRICT:  -  Glen  W.  Price,  President,  59  Bram- 
hall  Street,  Portland,  Maine. 

"And  ye  shall  go  forth  in  the  power  of  my  Spirit, 
preaching  my  Gospel,  two  by  two,  in  my  name, 
lifting  up  your  voices  as  with  the  sound  of  a  trump, 

declaring  my  word  like  unto  God . And  inasmuch 

as  ye  shall  find  them  that  will  receive  you,  ye  shall 
build  up  my  Church  in  every  region."  With  this  as 
an  objective,  the  missionaries  of  the  Maine  District 
go  about  their  country  work  with  renewed  determin¬ 
ation  and  an  increase  of  interest.  Our  activities  in  the 
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more  remote  areas  of  Maine  provide  us  with  op¬ 
portunities  and  experiences  that  are  not  available  in 
the  urban  areas,  consequently  it  adds  more  interest 
to  our  work. 

Elders  Porter  and  Ball,  after  being  transferred  to  the 
country  work  in  Aroostook  County  find  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm  among  the  members  and  investigators  in 
that  section.  They  have  received  liberal  aid  from 
Elder  Noah  E.  Bunker,  a  local  missionary.  Though 
Elder  Bunker's  efforts,  combined  with  those  of  Elders 
Porter  and  Ball,  some  baptisms  have  recently  been 
performed.  On  June  23rd,  Virginia  Mae  Reed  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  Elder  Bunker  and  confirmed  a  member  by 
Elder  Ronald  J.  Ball.  Veroenica  Ellie  Dow  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  Elder  Bunker  and  confirmed  a  member  by 
Elder  El  wood  M.  Porter.  On  the  19th  of  June  a. 
baptismal  service  was  held  in  Portland  at  which  time 
Sister  Maxine  McCue  was  baptized  by  Elder  Glen  W. 
Price  and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  by  Elder 
J.  Russell  Foutz.  We  extend  our  hearty  congratulations 
to  these  new  members  and  rejoice  that  they  realize 
in  this  world  their  joy  is  not  full,  but  in  the  Lord 
their  joy  is  full. 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada. 

'‘While  it  may  be  said,  and  it  is  in  a  measure  true, 
we  are  but  a  handful  in  comparison  with  our  fellow- 
men  in  the  world,  yet  we  may  be  compared  with  the 
leaven  of  which  the  Savior  spoke,  that  will  eventually 
leaven  the  whole  world. " 

The  foregoing  words  of  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 
are  true  and  the  results  are  being  witnessed  in  many 
ways  and  places.  During  our  tour  of  the  district  this 
fact  was  brought  to  our  attention:  "A  certain  farmer 
in  New  Brunswick,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Church, 
during  the  past  few  years  has  succeeded  in  making 
his  farm  and  dairy  herd  pay  bigger  dividends  than 
his  neighbors.  In  face  of  the  ridicule  which  came  id 
him  because  of  his  religion,  he  continued  to  live 
the  Gospel  and  follow  the  advice  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Church.  His  continued  success  brought  inquiries  from 
his  neighbors  and  now  the  whole  community  is  being 
affected  for  good  by  the  actions  of  one  farmer  and 
his  family/' 

Having  completed  our  tour  of  the  district  we  are 
happy  to  report  the  majority  of  the  Saints  in  favorable 
circumstances.  Their  testimonies  of  the  Go^pal  have 
remained  unshaken  through  the  jeers  and  taun  s  of 


unfriendly  neighbors.  May  the  Lord  bless  them  for 
their  faithfulness. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Jay  H.  Henderson —  From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Rhode  Island. 
Elwood  M.  Haynie  — From  Alamosa,  Colo.,  to  New 
Hampshire. 

Clyde  S.  Thornell  — From  Salina,  Utah,  to  E.  Mass. 
Weston  J.  Gibbons  — From  Logan,  U.,  to  East  Mass. 
Howard  F.  Millet  — From  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  West  Mass. 
Ellen  Scorup-From  Salina,  U.,  to  New  Hampshire. 
TRANSFERS 

Ralph  J.  Swalberg  — From  E.  Mass.,  to  New  Hampshire. 
Eldon  Whittaker —  From  W.  Mass.,  to  New  Hampshire. 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Publicity  Director. 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 

DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS'  CONVENTION: -More  than 
thirty  missionaries  were  thrilled  and  made  joyous  in  the 
three-day  convention  of  mission  leaders  in  Los  Angeles. 
June  1-4.  Under  the  capable  direction  of  Pres.  John 
H.  Taylor  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy,  the  in¬ 
spirational  leadership  of  Prof.  G.  Byron  Done  and 
the  instructive  work  of  Brother  P.  A.  Clayton,  the 
missionaries  were  given  three  days  of  instruction,  ac¬ 
celeration  and  inspiration. 

Pres.  Macdonald  having  been  called  to  Salt  Lake 
on  account  of  the  death  of  Elder  Tanner,  Pres.  Taylor 
conducted  the  convention.  Out  of  his  six  years  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  mission  president  and  eight  years  in 
the  Missionary  Home,  he  gave  us  a  wealth  of  wisdom 
and  instruction  in  practical  missionary  service.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Done,  brilliant  and  inspirational  successor  of 
Dr.  Widtsoe  at  the  University  of  Southern  California, 
gave  inspiring  thoughts  and  reasons  that  will  lift  the 
missionary  in  his  work.  Elder  Clayton,  an  authority 
on  the  Bible,  arroused  new  interest  in  a  more  intensive 
study  of  Holy  Writ.  Spiced  in  between  these  lectures 
were  short  talks  by  the  District  Presidents,  that  were 
examples  of  brevity,  clarity,  and  thorough  preparation. 
Recesses  brought  relaxation  with  song-fests  of  group 
singing,  conducted  by  Sister  Nelle  Macdonald,  and 


DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS*  CONVENTION,  LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA,  JUNE  1-4,  1!M8 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Dale  S.  Brown,  Stephen  E.  Grover,  Wilson  W.  Sorenson,  John  A. 
Soderborg,  Alvin  D.  Kinsey. 

Second  Row:  Dee  C.  Anderson.  Mary  Allen,  Beth  Paxman,  Pres.  John  H.  Taylor  of  First 
Council  of  Seventy:  Pres.  W.  Aird  Macdonald.  Mrs.  Nellie  L.  Macdonald,  Beatrice  J.  Jensen,  Peter 
A.  Clayton.  Keith  L.  Macdonald. 

Third  Row:  Floyd  Barrus,  Walter  R.  Lewis.  Sterling  W.  Allred.  Ariel  B.  Chatterton,  Harold 
L.  Dean.  Reuben  A.  Saunders.  J.  Roscoe  Hunt,  George  H.  Nelson,  Maurice  J.  Graham,  Nathan  B. 
Hale.  Glenn  Morris,  Sidney  M.  Priday,  Myron  A.  Zundel. 

Back  Row:  Halbert  J.  Keller,  J.  Wendell  Skinner,  Elden  R.  Pugmire,  Glendale  Mourltsen, 
William  Paul  Buys. 
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the  missionaries  learned  the  secret  spell  that  holds  the 
“Singing  Mothers”  of  the  Relief  Society. 

After  these  days  of  intensive  instruction  and  "cram¬ 
ming/'  relaxation  came  with  a  joyful  reception  given 
by  our  "Mission  Mother/'  Sister  Macdonald.  Then 
after  a  glorious  testimony  meeting,  Sunday  morning 
to  which  our  President  had  returned,  the  missionaries 
filtered  back  to  their  various  fields  of  labor  imbubed 
with  a  spirit  to  "carry  on  in  a  better  way." 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT Darrell  A.  Wilson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

One  great  philosopher  once  said,  "Belief  in  God 
gives  a  greater  purpose  to  life  and  thus  generates  in 
us  courage  to  meet  difficulties  without  evasion  and  it 
stimulates  a  sense  of  obligation  to  join  in  the  task  of 
making  a  better  world."  The  missionaries  of  West 
Florida,  through  their  testimony  of  God  have  been  able 
to  overcome  many  difficulties  and  present  the  Gospel 
in  many  different  ways. 

Primaries  have  been  organized  in  Pensacola  by  Sister 
Jeppson  and  Sister  Revill.  Sister  Ollie  Walker,  our 
district  Primary  supervisor,  has  organized  Primaries  in 
Tallahassee  and  Elders  Johnson  and  Jones  have  or¬ 
ganized  a  Primary  in  Panama  City.  We  have  also  or¬ 
ganized  a  Sunday  School  in  Panama  City.  All  of  these 
organizations  are  going  forward  and  showing  an  in¬ 
creased  attendance. 

We  have  been  privileged  to  bring  several  people 
into  the  Church  through  the  waters  of  baptism.  Ada 

Lindsey  and  Geraldine  Clark  from  Panama  City  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Robert  L.  Johnson,  Helen  Evelyn 
Rooks  from  Sink  Creek  was  baptized  by  Elder  Arthur  M. 
Evans,  Herbert  Chase  from  Ashford,  Alabama,  and 
Myrlice  Elizabeth  Alderman  from  Telogia,  were  bap¬ 
tized  by  President  Wilson,  Robert  Clifton  Collinsworth, 
Henry  Chipley  Franklin  from  Baker  and  Lawrence  Bal¬ 
lard,  Sr.,  from  Tallahassee  were  baptized  by  Elder 
Merrill  Wm.  Howard,  Chaille  Baggatt  from  Tallahassee, 
was  baptized  by  her  father,  Brother  Charlie  Baggatt. 
We  welcome  these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and 
pray  that  they  will  retain  the  true  joy  that  they  now 
feel  by  ever  continuing  to  learn  and  follow  the  ways 
of  the  Master. 

Through  spending  a  few  weeks  visiting  members  who 
are  now  in  the  country  districts,  we  have  found  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  not  been  in  contact  with  the  Church  for 
nearly  ten  years.  We  rejoice  with  those  who  have 
remained  true  to  the  teachings  of  the  Church  and  we 
know  that  with  the  help  of  the  Home  Sunday  Service 
they  will  be  able  to  continue  their  good  work. 

All  those  who  attended  the  State  Wide  Leadership 
Convention  in  Jacksonville,  are  happy  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  they  had  in  attending  such  and  receiving  the 
many  instructions  which  will  help  them  in  putting  over 
the  work  in  their  home  branches.  We  are  looking 
forward  with  great  anticipation  for  the  next  conven¬ 
tion. 

A  new  chapel  has  just  been  completed  in  Bristol, 
Florida,  and  we  were  happy  to  have  with  us  for  the 
opening  of  it,  President  Clayson  and  some  of  the 
Mission  Office  force.  Included  in  the  formal  opening 
was  a  banquet  Saturday  night,  July  9th,  and  services 
Sunday.  We  congratulate  the  people  of  Bristol  for  their 
fine  cooperation  in  getting  such  a  fine  chapel  to 
worship  in  and  wish  them  continued  success. 

GEORGIA  DISTRICT: -A.  Lonson  Child,  President. 

"We  keep  uppermost  our  object  of  developing  higher 
types  of  individuals,  physically  and  mentally,"  said 
President  Clayson  in  planing  the  State  Leadership  Con¬ 
vention  which  was  held  recently  in  Macon.  For  three 
days,  instructions  were  given  us  and  this  instruction, 
as  well  as  the  privilege  we  had  of  participating  in 
the  music  festival,  drama,  athletic  meet,  and  the  ball, 
will  all  help  to  perfect  our  local  organizations.  An 
eleven-piece  orchestra  played  for  the  ball  and  approxi¬ 
mately  400  people  attended  it. 


The  vision  of  our  beloved  Mission  President  in  plan¬ 
ning  this  convention  has  proved  true.  New  interest 
has  been  shown  in  leaching  classes  and  in  the  work  of 
each  of  the  auxiliaries.  The  radio  station  which  broad¬ 
casted  part  of  the  program,  thought  so  much  of  it  that 
they  asked  for  the  privilege  of  broadcasting  any  future 
program  of  this  type.  Sergeant  Amoson,  the  custodian 
of  the  auditorium  and  ballroom  where  the  convention 
was  held,  attended  all  of  the  convention  sessions. 
Afterwards,  he  remarked,  "That  was  the  most  wonder¬ 
ful  convention  or  program  that  has  ever  been  held  in 
this  auditorium.  The  people  are  the  finest  that  I  have 
met.  All  of  you  seem  so  friendly  and  fine  and  you 
seem  to  know  everyone.  I  smoke,  but  I  felt  ashamed 
to  do  so  in  the  presence  of  any  of  you."  The  news¬ 
papers  and  the  local  Chamber  of  Comerce  gave  very 
fine  reports  of  the  convention  also. 

While  traveling  over  the  district  visiting  some  of 
the  missionaries,  Elder  Nelson  and  President  Child  were 
given  a  ride  by  a  Mr.  Coleman.  They  explained  many 
of  the  beautiful  principles  of  the  Gospel  and  he  was 
very  interested  in  their  discussion.  He  began  to  tell 
them  of  his  church  and  its  faults  and  then  went  on 
to  explain  how  he  thought  the  true  church  should  be. 
He  explained  almost  in  detail  our  Church  organiza¬ 
tion.  When  they  told  him  that  we  had  all  of  these 
things  for  him,  he  was  very  much  impressed. 

Elders  Armstrong  and  Hunt  were  out  tracting  one 
morning  when  they  met  a  lady  who  didn't  believe  in 
pre-existence  or  the  hereafter.  She  said  the  varied 
teachings  of  the  many  churches  in  the  world  had  con¬ 
fused  her.  The  Elders  explained  the  plan  of  salvation 
to  her.  When  they  had  finished  she  agreed  very 
heartily  with  what  they  had  said.  She  also  made  the 
statement  that  she  had  learned  more  from  them  in  just 
a  few  minutes  than  she  had  from  anyone  in  all  of  her 
previous  religious  training. 

Elder  and  Sister  Christensen,  who  are  opening  up  a 
new  section  in  Macon,  have  had  some  very  choice  ex¬ 
periences  in  the  short  period  they  have  been  in  the 
mission  field.  One  day  while  tracting  they  met  a 
young  lady  who  did  not  belong  to  any  church  because 
she  was  not  satisfied  with  the  doctrine  taught.  How¬ 
ever,  she  did  feel  that  there  was  one  true  church 
somewhere.  Being  interested  in  finding  which  was 
right,  she  was  a  willing  listener.  They  explained 
some  of  the  Gospel  to  her.  They  have  been  going 
back  with  more  information  and  literature  and  her 
interest  is  growing. 

FLORIDA  DISTRICT: -Clark  W.  Call,  President. 

“I,  the  Lord  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say,  but 
when  ye  do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise." 
(D.  &  C.  82:10).  Unless  we  magnify  our  calling  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord,  we  cannot  expect  the  blessings 
of  our  Father  in  Heaven.  We  are  happy  to  report 
that  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  our  district  and 
we  are  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  his  goodness 
to  us. 

Elder  Lynn  C.  Markham,  our  mission  music  super¬ 
visor,  has  recently  made  a  tour  over  the  district  teach¬ 
ing  and  inspiring  our  members  with  a  greater  love  for 
music. 

President  Call,  in  his  travels  over  the  district,  has 
shown  the  film,  "The  King  of  Kings,"  to  hundreds  of 
people.  The  beautiful  park  in  Fort  Lauderdale  was 
secured,  the  film  was  shown,  and  principles  of  our 
Gospel  were  explained  to  over  300  people.  Through 
the  help  of  the  Tampa  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Zella 
Scott  and  Norma  Berry,  we  had  the  privilege  of  show¬ 
ing  the  film  and  presenting  a  program  at  the  old  folk's 
home,  and  also  to  large  groups  in  a  large  city  audi¬ 
torium.  The  names  and  addresses  of  those  present 
were  secured  by  giving  away  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  These  names  have  been  a  great  asset  in  the 
work  in  Tampa. 

The  Jacksonville  missionaries,  Kermit  M.  Redd,  C. 
Judson  Shields,  Fern  Dansie  and  Marianne  Hobson, 
have  been  spreading  our  message  far  and  wide  by 
speaking  twice  a  week  to  a  large  group  in  Hemming 
Park,  a  street  meeting  Saturday  night,  and  also  a  regu¬ 
lar  radio  program.  Every  Sunday  night  they  present 
the  Sunday  evening  program  at  one  of  the  three 
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branches  in  Jacksonville  and  the  surrounding  branches. 

Elders  E.  Lowell  Shepherd  and  Farren  Nielson,  in 
Miami,  have  been  doing  a  fine  work.  __  They  are  pre¬ 
senting  a  radio  program  each  week. 

Under  the  direction  of  Sister  Petley,  the  Miami  and 
Ft.  Lauderdale  Branches  presented  the  pageant  "Foot¬ 
prints  on  the  Sands  of  Time,"  in  the  Miami  Branch 
and  on  the  stage  in  the  beautiful  park  in  Ft.  Lauderdale. 
A  large  crowd  assembled  and  it  was  a  very  effective 
way  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

The  members  of  the  Florida  District  will  long  re¬ 
member  our  state  leadership  convention.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  fine  instructions  given  us  by  President 
Clayson  and  our  mission  supervisor. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Lyda  Christenson  — From  Fountain  Green,  U.,  to  Georgia. 
Heber  Christenson  — From  Fountain  Green,  U.,  to  Georgia. 
Montie  Snow -From  Castle  Gate,  Utah,  to  W.  Florida. 
Evelyn  Branch  — From  Price,  Utah,  to  North  Alabama. 
Eldon  J.  West -From  Sacramento,  Cal.,  to  W.  S.  Car. 
Claude  D.  Williamson  — From  Montpelier,  Ida.,  to  S.  Ga. 
Nancy  Francis  Folsom  — From  Palatka,  Fla.,  to  S.  Georgia. 
Doris  Sims -From  Sink  Creek,  Fla.,  to  W.  So.  Carolina. 
Carrie  Hilda  Wilkes -From  Society  Hill,  S.  C.,  to  West 
South  Carolina. 

TRANSFER 

Kermit  Redd -From  Florida  to  W.  South  Carolina. 
RELEASES 

Bennett  T.  Peterson  of  Miss.  — Home,  Woods  Cross,  Utah. 
Edward  Crolley  of  Alabama,  (leave  of  absence). 

Arthur  M.  Evans  of  W.  Florida -Home,  Mesa,  Arizona. 
Thomas  Hardy  of  S.  Georgia  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Charles  O.  Burge  of  W.  So.  Carolina  —  Home,  Opp,  Ala. 
Alzada  Beasley  of  S.  Georgia  — Home,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT Carlos  W.  Slone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Valiant  in  the  defence  of  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Eldersi  of  ihi3  district  have  been  calling 
people  unto  repentance. 

On  June  1  the  Elders  of  Texas  were  sent  into  the 
country  to  contact  isolated  Saints,  visit  investigators, 
tract  towns,  distribute  literature,  hold  street  and  cot¬ 
tage  meetings,  and  in  every  way  contact  as  many 
people  as  possible.  In  many  cases  the  spirit  of  Elias 
has  prepared  the  way  for  promising  opportunities. 
Quoting  a  few  lines  from  missionaries  we  read : 

"She  heard  us  singing  on  the  street  and  sent  her 
son  for  us.  After  a  conversation  we  presented  a  few 
points  of  doctrine,  preached  to  them  and  then  loaned 
a  Book  of  Mormon."  "A  man  who  was  running  for 
governor  picked  us  up  on  the  highway.  He  was  only 
going  half  of  our  distance,  but  after  hearing  our  mes¬ 
sage,  he  took  us  to  our  destination.  He  gave  us  a 
dollar  for  a  Book  of  Mormon."  "I  was  just  walking 
along  the  street,  and  seeing  the  missionary  sign  on 
my  grip,  he  stopped  me  and  asked  for  literature.  He 
said  he  had  worked  with  the  Mormons  two  years  and 
that  he  thought  we  had  a  wonderful  religion.  He 
bought  a  Book  of  Mormon." 

The  sisters  quote:  "We  called  back  to  see  her  and 
she  met  us  at  the  door.  She  asked  us  in  and  said, 
'Wasn't  the  visit  of  the  Angel  to  the  Prophet  mar¬ 
velous?'  After  a  lengthy  conversation  we  found  out 
we  agreed  on  revelation,  apostasy,  visions,  healing, 
latter-day  restoration,  etc.  She's  a  just  a  Mormon  and 
doesn't  know  it." 

Power  of  the  Priesthood  has  also  been  witnessed. 
One  missionary  said:  "I  had  an  infection  in  my  leg 
and  was  told  by  a  doctor  I  couldn't  walk  for  15  days. 
My  companion  administered  to  me.  The  swelling  has 
gone  down  and  I  am  back  to  work.  I  know  the  Lord 
helped  me  and  healed  me."  Another  missionary  said: 
“We  were  called  to  the  side  of  a  sick  lady  who  had 
been  in  bed  for  days  with  an  intense  fever.  After 


prayer  we  administered  to  her.  The  fever  broke  im¬ 
mediately  and  she  rested  all  night.  The  next  morning 
she  said  she  knew  it  was  through  our  administration 
that  she  was  made  well  again.  We  rejoice  over  our 
experiences  and  the  progress  we  have  made." 

The  following  were  baptized  this  month :  Lovice 
Roby  Crawford,  Marjorie  Crawford,  Ammon  Junior 
Crawford,  Claudia  W.  Estell  Crawford,  Richard  Thomas 
Walker,  Camilla  Elizabeth  Posey. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

It  requires  a  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  every  one 
of  us  to  make  a  success  of  our  lives.  In  view  of  this 
fact,  missionary  work  in  the  country  is  truly  the  road 
to  success,-  it  requires  effort.  From  the  reports  of  the 
missionaries  laboring  in  the  country,  it  seems  they  are 
having  the  hardest  time  of  their  lives  but,  also  the  hap¬ 
piest  ones. 

The  following  experiences  were  reported  by  Elders 
Langston  and  Jensen:  "We  had  a  fine  street  meeting 
at  Miles,  Texas,  with  no  less  than  25  people  listening 
all  the  time."  "We  held  one  -of  the  most  inspirational 
cottage  meetings  last  night  we  have  ever  attended. 
Ten  men  and  women  were  in  attendance;  all  very  in- 
terestd."  These  two  Elders  were  permitted  to  show  a 
film  slide  in  a  Four  Square  Gospel  Church  at  Miles, 
Texas,  to  an  audience  of  approximately  sixty  people. 

Elders  Hansen  and  Tippets  were  given  permission  to 
preach  in  a  country  school  house  near  Sweetwater. 
After  two  days  of  advertising  they  preached  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  thirty  investigators.  All  of  them  seemed  to 
be  interested  in  the  message  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

Elders  Packer  and  Cheney  report  an  inspirational 
cottage  meeting  with  25  present -20  of  them  were  non¬ 
members. 

The  following  were  baptized  during  the  month : 
Ulysses  Grant  Speed,  by  Elder  A.  B.  Langston;  Elsie 
Loreen  Maul  by  Elder  Miles  H.  Jensen;  William  Roy 
Starks  by  Elder  J.  Farxel  Shepherd.  We  welcome  these 
people  into  the  Church. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Twenty-four  baptisms  in  the  district  this  month  give 
our  country  work  a  voice  to  speak  for  itself.  These 
have  been  of  both  adults  and  children. 

All  the  Elders,  who  have  been  out  since  June  1 
without  purse  or  scrip,  have  worked  with  the  Saints 
to  teach  them  the  importance  of  founding  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Gospel  while  they  are  young  and  preparing 
them  for  baptism  at  eight  years  of  age. 

We  have  seen  the  contrast  between  families  where 
the  parents  shrug  their  shoulders  at  our  advice  and 
say,  "Let  them  grow  up  and  decide  for  themselves," 
and  the  ones  where  the  parents  have  so  taught  the 
children  that  they  are  anxiously  awaiting  their  eighth 
birthday  that  they  might  be  baptized.  One  little  girl, 
after  watching  her  brother  go  through  the  ordinance 
said,  '‘A  year  and  a  half  more  and  I  can  be  baptized, 
can't  I."  What's  more,  they  have  a  clear  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  plain,  simple  purpose  behind  it.  But  the 
parents  in  the  former  type  of  families  need  teaching 
for  they  themselves  do  not  understand  it. 

The  traveling  Elders  have  had  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ences:  Elders  Hansen  and  Johnson  report:  "A  lot  of 
thumbing  and  also  a  lot  of  walking  this  week.  Missed 
a  few  meals,  but  have  enjoyed  it  quite  a  bit."  Not 
many  meals  have  been  missed,  and  these  same  Elders 
report:  "We've  met  so  many  drivers  who  said  they 
seldom  picked  up  anyone,  and  they  didn't  know  why 
they  picked  us  up.  It's  been  a  testimony  to  us.  Elders 
Bushman  and  Black  received  three  invitations  to  stay 
at  the  homes  of  non-members." 

Elders  Scollick  and  Rogers  as  a  last  report  started 
a  Primary  to  boost  the  work  at  Jozye.  Fifteen  children 
attended  and  came  back  to  Sunday  School  next  day- 
for  the  first  time  in  many  months.  Elders  Parker  and 
Moon  met  the  mayor  of  Alvin  and  arranged  for  street 
meetings  there.  They  also  obtained  the  use  of  the 
school  house  for  a  meeting.  They  arranged  street 
meetings  in  Goose  Creek. 

Elders  Evert  and  Ficklin,  and  Karren  and  Oleson 
have  had  success  in  arranging  meetings,  occasionally 
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not  missing  a  single  night  for  two  weeks  and  then 
only  because  of  traveling. 

Twenty-fourth  of  July  celebrations  are  being  planned 
through  the  district  by  all  the  communities  of  Saints, 
and  missionaries  will  be  on  hand  to  help. 

Conferences  were  held  at  Jozye  and  Port  Arthur.  At 
Navasota,  on  June  26,  a  new  chapel  was  dedicated 

and  a  conference  held.  This  is  the  finest  little  build¬ 
ing  in  the  district,  seating  about  125  people.  It  was 
built  and  donated  by  Brother  Elbert  L.  Dyer  at  his 
sawmill  for  the  use  of  the  Saints  in  the  vicinity.  This 

is  a  promising  community  as  far  as  the  Gospel  is  con¬ 

cerned.  Six  or  eight  baptisms  have  been  performed 
there  recently  and  quite  a  number  more  are  expected. 

Those  baptized  this  month  are:  Sarah  Gore,  Earnest 
Gore,  Vera  Bell  Ferguson,  Myrtle  Jean  Frazier,  Marylen 
Moulder,  Genevieve  Moulder,  Milton  Cheshire,  Jewel 
Hartman,  Mitchell  Reed,  Lena  Reed,  Evelyn  Reed, 

Stewart  Goins,  Robert  Goins,  Jesse  Greenwood,  Pearl 
Greenwood,  Harrette  Dulaney,  Clyde  Dulaney,  Evelyn 
Cunningham,  Farrell  Kirk,  Jr.,  Stella  Kirk,  Naoma 
Catchings,  James  Wood,  Nellie  Gerick,  L.  G.  Cummins. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  James  R.  Bettridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

On  the  first  of  June  all  the  Elders  went  into  the 
country  to  carry  on  the  missionary  work  and  visit  the 
Saints.  This  is  being  done  without  purse  or  scrip. 
The  blessings  of  the  Lord  are  surely  being  made 
manifest  in  many  ways.  Friends  have  been  raised  up 
to  administer  to  the  needs  of  the  Elders  and  supply 
them  food,  shelter  and  even  transportation.  The  fine 
street  meetings  and  spirited  collage  meetings  have  been 
held  in  nearly  all  the  towns  that  the  Elders  have  come 
to  in  their  travels. 

Elders  Vernon  C.  Smith  and  Edward  Ramplon,  while 
walking  along  the  road  in  the  country  met  a  man 
plowing  a  cotton  field.  The  Elders  stopped  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  direct  them  to  the  home  of  one  of 
the  Saints  who  lived  in  that  part  of  the  country,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  they  had  a  fine  Gospel  conversation, 
and  after  receiving  their  wanted  information  went  on 
their  way.  Passing  down  this  same  road  the  next 
day  this  same  man  with  whom  they  had  conversed 
the  day  before,  stopped  them  and  asked  them  if  they, 
would  come  to  his  home  and  have  dinner  with  him 
and  his  family.  After  dinner  another  Gospel  conversa¬ 
tion  was  had  by  the  family  and  the  Elders.  After  this 
the  man  bought  a  Book  of  Mormon.  He  asked  the 
Elders  where  they  were  going  and  upon  finding  out, 
he  got  out  his  car  and  took  them  to  the  next  town 
where  they  met  some  more  good  friends. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister  Mary  Ruth  Shaw 
of  Kenedy,  Texas,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder  Burton 
Morgan. 

The  West  Texas  District  wishes  Brother  and  Sister 
Milburn  Ross  Furr  a  long  life,  with  success,  health  and 
happiness  in  their  married  life.  May  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord  abide  with  them.  They  were  married  June  11, 
in  Austin,  by  Pres.  Bettridge. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  H.  Merchant, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  Elders  are  reporting  that  much  success  is  attend¬ 
ing  them  in  their  country  work  both  in  locating  mem¬ 
bers  and  also  in  contacting  non-members.  Street  and 
cottage  meetings  have  been  held  with  pleasing  suc¬ 
cess  the  past  month.  Elders  report  meetings  attended 
by  35  and  40  people. 

The  following  is  reported  by  Elders  J.  Marshall  Clarke 
and  Arden  J.  Wilcox: 

In  Jonesboro  we  tried  to  find  some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  there,  but  failed  to  do  so.  As  we  were  ready  to 
leave  we  saw  a  crowd  of  people  gathered  so  we  asked 
permission  and  held  a  street  meeting.  For  the  first 
time  we  saw  the  sidewalk  blocked.  We  held  them  for 
some  time  and  then  told  them  if  they  had  any  ques¬ 
tions  we  would  be  glad  to  answer  them.  None  seemed 
very  interested  so  we  left  and  went  on  down  the  street, 
but  noticed  a  man  following  so  we  stopped  to  talk 
to  him.  He  seemed  very  interested  and  we  discovered 
he  knew  the  members  we  were  looking  for  and  was 
able  to  direct  us  to  them.  Surely  the  Lord  looks  out  for 
those  who  are  trying  to  do  his  work." 


Elder  Hugh  T.  Stanford  writes  the  following:  "I 
was  trying  hard  to  find  a  ride  from  Many,  Louisiana, 
to  Natchitoches,  when  a  man  from  Robeline,  a  city 
between  the  other  two,  picked  me  up.  He  was  in¬ 
terested  in  Mormonism  and  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  him  our  missionariy  system  and  also 
other  things  about  the  Gospel.  He  was  so  interested 
that  he  took  me  right  through  Robiline  and  into  Natchi¬ 
toches -about  30  miles  out  of  his  way.  He  told  me 
that  he  owned  a  cafe  in  Robeline  and  that  any  time 
I  was  in  Robeline  there  was  a  meal  waiting  for  me 
there.  After  he  left  I  met  some  people  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  who  had  been  to  the  meeting  we  held  the 
night  before  and  they  asked  me  about  the  tithing  system 
of  the  Mormons  and  were  very  interested  in  the  things 
I  was  able  to  explain." 

A  Primary  was  organized  in  Alexandria,  Louisiana, 
on  June  29,  by  Sisters  Lillis  Ence  and  Genevieve  Tan¬ 
ner.  They  report  a  promising  group  and  hope  for  much 
success. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  following  people  into 
the  Church.  Killilh  Theodore  Peilxnan,  Susan  Alice 
McComei  Paul. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Missionaries  of  the  South  Louisiana  District  were 
called  in  to  Baton  Rouge  to  attend  conference  June  2, 
and  also  another  session  at  Pride,  Louisiana,  June  3. 
There  was  a  good  turn  out  at  each  session  to  hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord  from  the  lips  of  his  appointed 
servants. 

We  also  enjoyed  an  inspiring  missionary  meeting 
June  3,  which  covered  a  period  of  five  hours.  There 
we  received  instructions  and  advice  from  President 
Christiansen  in  regard  to  our  work  in  the  country 
this  summer.  The  Elders  left  for  the  country  shortly 
after  conference  and  are  reporting  many  wonderful 
experiences.  Elders  Bush  and  Johnson  walked  16  miles 
one  day  and  8  the  next  to  share  their  blessings  with 
some  of  the  members  who  had  not  seen  the  Elders  for 
12  years,  and  they  rejoiced  together  to  find  that  the 
Saints  were  still  true  to  the  faith. 

Elder’  Neal  while  on  one  of  his  country  tours  visited 
the  Mental  Hospital  at  Jackson,  Louisiana,  and  writes  as 
follows:  "While  I  was  looking  for  one  of  our  mem¬ 

bers  who  worked  there,  I  was  shown  about  by  one 
of  the  caretakers.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation 
we  discussed  religion  and  when  I  explained  to  him 
the  Gospel,  he  showed  great  interest.  He  said  that 
all  I  explained  seemed  reasonable  and  that  he  would 
like  to  learn  more  about  it,  so  I  left  a  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon  with  him." 

The  Elders  have  established  circuits  throughout  the 
country  and  are  holding  meetings  with  Saints  and 
investigators  and  friends.  While  in  Baton  Rouge  the 
lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Farrell  and  Tait  are  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  splendid  work.  They  have  from  two  to  five 
meetings  every  day  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
local  Elders,  Ficklin  and  Neal,  hold  street  meetings 
at  night. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
through  baptism  Mr.  Henry  Dewey  Smith,  Lidlie  Belle 
Smith,  Anthony  Earl  Millet,  Claude  Earl  Jr.  Nall,  Fred 
Elmer  Nall,  and  Evelyn  Marie  Westbrook.  These  are 
all  converts  except  two.  May  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  be  poured  out  upon  them  that  their  testimony 
may  continue  to  grow.  They  were  all  baptized  by 
Elder  Gearld  Neal. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Alice  Snow -From  Raymond,  Alberta,  Can.,  to  Mission 

Office. 

Lillis  Ence  — From  Ivins,  Utah,  to  North  Louisiana. 
Genevieve  M.  Morgan -From  Palmyra,  New  York,  to 

West  Texas. 

May  Ivy  Summers -From  Ririe,  Idaho,  to  East  Texas. 
TRANSFERS 

Nora  Tait -From  Mission  Office  to  South  Louisiana. 
Carma  Clawson  — From  South  Louisiana  to  North  Texas. 
Grant  R.  Jacobson  — From  Mission  Office  to  N.  Texas. 

(Continued  on  page  95) 
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The  test  of  real  character  is  not  native  intelligence 
alone.  How  we  surmount  life's  obstacles;  how  we 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  conditions  and  environment 
about  us  — these  are  matters  of  greater  concern.  The 
missionary  who  reacts  favorably  to  the  challenges  met 
in  the  mission  field  has  acquired  immeasurable  strength 
for  the  battles  of  later  later. 

And  so  while  in  the  melting  pot  of  the  mission  we 


learn  many  good  lessons.  We  come  to  know  that  there 
is  a  great  joy  in  the  common  things  of  life,  also  that 
patience  and  love  of  fellowmen  are  the  best  stepping 
stones  to  greater  heights.  Here  is  molded  the  highest 
character  and  finest  types  of  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood  and  here  are  acquired  a  burning  testimony  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a  true 
prophet  of  God. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

(Continued  from  page  93) 

Mildred  Jackson  — From  North  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
Genevieve  Tanner -From  West  Texas  to  North  Louisiana. 
RELEASES 

Z.  George  Nelson -Home,  Montpelier,  Idaho. 

Sister  Z.  George  Nelson -Home,  Montpelier,  Idaho. 

Noal  H.  Black -Home,  Antimony,  Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

NEW  JERSEY  DISTRICT Don  C.  Carter,  President, 
108  Bayard  St.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

A  very  successful  and  inspirational  district  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  recently  in  New  Brunswick.  Visitors 
from  the  mission  office  included :  our  Mission  Mother, 
Sister  Evans;  Elder  Niel  F.  Winterton,  Elder  Rex  Tolman, 
Sister  Vera  Dunn,  Sister  Helen  Hirschi,  and  Eloise 
Stoker.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries  and 
the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  members,  a  record 
crowd  was  in  attendance.  The  number  of  investigators 
in  attendance  was  increased  by  50%  over  the  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  last  conference.  The  organization  of 
the  New  Brunswick  Branch  was  completed  and  Brothers 
James  Boyd  and  Wm.  W.  Messeroll  were  ordained  to 
the  office  of  Elder. 

Sisters  Mabel  Peterson  and  Betty  Perry  were  re¬ 
cently  transferred  to  this  district  from  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
The  New  Brunswick  Saints  are  pleased  to  welcome  them. 
They  are  the  first  lady  missionaries  to  labor  in  this 
district  for  several  years. 

Elder  Angus  McLane  has  been  moved  from  Union  City 
and  is  now  working  with  Elders  Don  C.  Carter  and 
M.  Kimball  Jacobs  in  New  Brunswick. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  wish  to  express  their 
appreciation  for  the  work  being  done  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  on  Temple  Square.  Our  best  contacts  are  with 
people  who  have  been  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  first 
heard  the  Gospel  there. 

EAST  PENN.  DISTRICT Horace  J.  Gunn,  President, 
23  W.  6th,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of 
Brother  William  Steiner.  He  was  the  first  convert  to 
the  Church  in  Allentown,  Pa.  After  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  he  went  from  door  to  door  distributing  tracts  and 
preaching  the  Gospel  in  his  spare  time.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  missionaries  at  his 
home.  A  goodly  number  of  friends  and  relatives 
were  in  attendance. 

Since  their  location  in  Lansdale,  Elders  Gunn  and 
Elmer  report  success  in  their  labors.  Recently  they 
approached  the  secretary  of  the  Rotary  Club  to  offer  a 
presentation  of  an  illustrated  lecture  before  the  club. 
The  gentleman  was  acquainted  with  the  Church  and 
was  very  friendly,  asking  several  questions.  When 
the  missionaries  offered  the  lecture  he  called  up  the 
program  manager  and  said,  "Would  you  like  a  good 
program?"  Our  offer  was  accepted  and  we  gave  the 
slide  lecture  "Down  Pioneer  Trails."  The  next  day 
in  the  local  paper  there  appeared  an  18-inch  column 
write-up  of  the  lecture. 

In  Reading  on  June  10  a  social  was  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  branch  members  and  missionaries. 


Games  and  luncheon  were  enjoyed  by  those  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Every  Friday  evening  the  missionaries  hold  an  open 
air  street  meeting  in  Lansdale.  They  have  been  as¬ 
sisted  by  Thorn  C.  Miner,  a  local  missionary  who  lives 
near  Norristown,  Pa.  Brother  Miner  was  a  missionary 
in  Pennsylvania  25  years  ago  and  as  a  result  has  been 
able  to  give  the  missionaries  some  valuable  assistance 
and  advice. 

POTOMAC  DISTRICT: -Clayton  L.  Perkins,  President, 
10  West  Side  Ave.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Potomac  District  have  been 
enjoying  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  the  fullest  ca¬ 
pacity  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

During  the  month  of  June  Elders  Bateman  and  Perk¬ 
ins  spent  a  week  in  Buck  Valley  visiting  with  the 
Saints  and  investigators.  Our  trip  met  with  much  suc¬ 
cess  and  we  made  many  new  friends. 

We  have  been  spending  some  time  in  Marlinsburgh, 
W.  Va.,  working  with  the  Saints  there  and  holding 
cottage  meetings  in  the  homes  of  members  and  in¬ 
vestigators.  We  have  had  an  average  of  from  40  to 
50  people  in  attendance  at  every  meeting.  At  times 
we  have  had  as  many  as  60  and  were  forced  to  hold 
the  meetings  in  the  open  air.  The  members  there 
are  very  enthusiastic  and  are  creating  much  interest 
among  the  investigators.  We  find  here  that  "the  field 
is  white  and  already  to  harvest." 

The  other  day  Elder  Bateman  asked  one  of  the  staff 
announcers  at  the  radio  station  what  we  could  do  to 
improve  our  program  and  he  said,  "Please  give  me 
some  of  your  literature.  That  is  the  only  suggestion  I 
can  make."  We  gave  the  literature  and  the  next 
Sunday  they  asked  us  to  leave  more  literature  at  the 
station. 

Baptismal  services  were  held  June  26  in  the  Antielam 
Creek  near  Hagerstown.  There  were  over  200  people 
in  attendance.  Brother  Riley  A.  Gwynn  came  up  from 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  was  our  guest  speaker.  We 
wish  to  welcome  into  our  fold  through  baptism,-  Anna 
Catherine  B.  Rock,  Clarence  W.  Knight,  Charles  Foutzy 
Shank,  LeRoy  D.  Shank,  Hilma  Jane  Robinson,  Gerald 
P.  Bonner,  Charles  M.  Greager,  Jr.,  Harold  D.  Schultz, 
and  Julia  Virginia  Tolbert.  May  they  have  success 
and  happiness  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Barbara  Brinton  — From  Murray,  Utah,  to  Maryland. 
Paul  W.  Fife  — From  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  to  Albany  Dist. 
Margaret  Alice  Eccles-From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oneida. 
Earl  John  Taylor  — From  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  Susquehanna. 
Eldon  B.  Romney— From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Maryland. 
Ralph  W.  Winterton -From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
Jim  R.  Winterton —  From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
Van  Marsden  Smith  — From  Snowflake,  Ariz.,  to  Oneida. 
G.  William  Richards -From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oneida. 
Albert  R.  White -From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  West  Penna. 
Paul  J.  Bates -From  Phenox,  Ariz.,  to  Albany  District. 

M.  BRENT  RICHARDS,  Publicity  Director. 


Luck  means  the  hardships  and  pri¬ 
vations  which  you  have  not  hesitated  to 
endure,  the  long  nights  you  have  de¬ 
voted  to  work.  Luck  means  the  appoint¬ 
ments  you  have  never  failed  to  keep; 
the  trains  you  have  never  failed  to  catch. 
—Max  O’Rell. 
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THE  GENEALOGICAL  RESEARCHER 
By  JAMES  M.  BLACK,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


Recent  strides  of  earth  advancement 
Far  abroad  among  the  nations; 

Wisdom,  pow’r  Divine,  made  transit, 

Throwing  light  on  God’s  creations, 

Have  enriched  the  human  fam’ly 
That  it  seeks  to  understand 

AncestTal  bearings  of  each  race; 

Connect  the  members  of  each  clan. 

Institutions  have  been  placed 

Within  the  bounds  of  every  state; 

Societies,  on  hist’ry  based, 

To  search  and  to  commemorate 

The  patriotic  deeds  of  old. 

Countless  volumes  have  been  printed 

With  the  rich  man’s  wealth  and  gold 
And  to  libraries  have  been  presented. 

Through  the  court-records  he  searches 
Finding  data  now  and  then; 

Goes  through  graveyards  and  in  churches; 
Ciphers  writ  of  ancient  pen. 

Spends  his  weeks  and  months  and  winters 
Amidst  libraries’  books  and  files; 

Visits  in  historic  centers, 

Works  in  diplomatic  styles. 

Correspondence  is  essential 
In  his  search  for  family  trees. 

His  manner  must  be  influential, 

His  methods  used  must  be  to  please. 

Often  he  is  out  and  trav’ling, 

As  full  of  cheer  as  a  psychologist, 

Enthusiastic’ly  unrav’ling — 

A  fascinated  researching  genealogist. 

Collecting  names  with  dates  and  places — 
That’s  the  thing  he  likes  to  do. 

Why  he  such  a  work  embraces 
Is  a  story  old  and  new. 

Malachi,  an  ancient  seer, 

Into  the  present  day  had  spied; 

Beheld  a  visit  to  this  sphere 
Of  which  he  prophesied: 

“Behold,  Elijah  will  be  sent 

To  turn  the  hearts  to  fathers  gone  by; 

When  hearts .  are  turned  with  real  intent, 

The  great  and  dreadful  day  is  nigh.” 

About  one  hundred  years  ago 
Elijah  in  Kirtland  did  descend; 

Endowed  his  keys  on  earth  below 

To  bind,  in  one,  the  hearts  of  men. 

Elijah’s  work  is  being  done; 

Great  is  the  task  giv’n  man  to  do; 

The  children’s  part  has  just  begun; 

There’s  research  work  for  me  and  you. 

Cooperatively  he  labors 

With  interest  of  an  archaeologist; 

He  inspires  his  friends  and  neighbors — 

The  fascinated,  researching,  genealogist. 


The  key  to  misfortune  and  sorrow  can 
be  found  in  whis-key. 


A  TESTIMONY 


Marshall,  Texas. 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

I  want  to  add  my  testimony  for  the  benefit  of  others 
and  for  the  glory  of  God. 

For  30  years  I  have  had  the  belief  and  feeling  that 
such  a  Gospel  as  the  Church  teaches  should  be  taught 
to  the  world.  I  kept  on  praying  and  hoping  that  some 
day  some  one  would  come  who  had  the  same  Gospel 
and  who  saw  the  truth  as  I  saw  it. 

About  a  year  ago  the  Lord  sent  two  Elders  to  my 
door  and  they  started  to  talk  about  the  Gospel.  I 
asked  them  what  the  name  of  the  Church  was,  and 
when  they  told  me  I  told  them  to  go  away.  Then 
I  went  into  the  house  and  this  scripture  came  to  me: 
'‘Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these, 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  Then  I  saw 
where  I  had  done  wrong,  and  I  repented  and  prayed 
to  the  Lord  to  send  the  Elders  back  and  I  would  give 
them  a  chance. 

The  last  part  of  November,  1937,  two  Elders  came  to 
my  door  again  and  began  to  talk  to  me.  One  of 
them  was  Elder  Stone.  Soon  after  that  they  were  hold¬ 
ing  meetings  at  my  home. 

I  was  confined  to  my  bed  on  New  Year's  day  and 
the  doctors  had  but  little  hope  for  me.  During  the 
time  of  my  sickness  the  Elders  visited  me  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  This  went  on  until  the  latter  part  of. Febru¬ 
ary.  I  had  had  many  good  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  praying  for  me,  so  I  asked  the  Elders  if  they 
believed  in  praying  for  the  sick,  and  they  said,  "yes." 
They  administered  to  me  and  every  ache  and  pain  left 
my  body.  On  April  21,  1938,  I  accepted  the  Truth  and 
was  baptized  into  the  Church.  I  thank  God  for  answer¬ 
ing  my  prayer  and  for  all  His  goodness  to  me. 

Sincerely  your  sister, 

MRS.  ALICE  BATES. 


THE  MISSION  AS  A  MELTING  POT 
By  ELDER  DON  F.  HARRIS,  Spanish  American  Mission 


America  has  been  called  the  melting  pot  of  the 
world.  The  Mormon  Church  is  a  melting  pot  of  its 
heterogenius  membership.  So  also  is  the  mission  field 
a  melting  pot  for  the  various  and  sundry  types  of  men 
and  women  who  serve  in  it.  There  those  who  are 
called  to  the  work  become  one  in  purpose -to  preach 
and  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  by  word  and 
by  example. 

Into  this  melting  pot  comes  the  college  graduate, 
justly  proud  of  the  degrees  he  has  acquired.  Probably 
he  draws  as  a  companion  an  unsophisticated  high  school 
boy.  The  glamourous  sorority  girl  who  created  a  sen¬ 
sation  at  college  now  rooms  with  the  simple-hearted 
daughter  of  the  farm.  The  home-town  smart-alec  is 
humbled  in  the  company  of  sober-minded,  reticent 
companions.  The  young  woman  who  may  have  been 
unaccustomed  to  the  kitchen  apron  and  the  young  man 
who  has  reveled  in  mother's  cooking,  now  learn 
through  months  of  experience  to  prepare  their  own 
food.  "Young  bloods"  fresh  from  the  gridiron,  the 
basketball  floor  of  baseball  diamond  must  now  direct 
their  surging  energies  into  other  channels  — plodding, 
talking,  preaching,  studying.  The  "high-stepping  fra¬ 
ternity  fellows"  who  used  to  find  themselves  out  late 
at  night,  must  now  go  early  to  bed.  so  they  may  early 
rise  to  another  day  of  service. 

Reproofs,  set-backs  and  discouragements  show  no 
favoritism.  The  fellow  who  prided  himself  on  his 
diplomacy,  must  now  seek  new  methods  for  his  formu¬ 
lated  theories  often  fail.  He  who  read  books  on  how 
to  get  along  with  people,  comes  to  think  the  author 
hadn't  met  "this  kind"  of  people. 
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The  test  of  real  character  is  not  native  intelligence 
alone.  How  we  surmount  life's  obstacles;  how  we 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  conditions  and  environment 
about  us  — these  are  matters  of  greater  concern.  The 
missionary  who  reacts  favorably  to  the  challenges  met 
in  the  mission  field  has  acquired  immeasurable  strength 
for  the  battles  of  later  later. 

And  so  while  in  the  melting  pot  of  the  mission  we 


learn  many  good  lessons.  We  come  to  know  that  there 
is  a  great  joy  in  the  common  things  of  life,  also  that 
patience  and  love  of  fellowmen  are  the  best  stepping 
stones  to  greater  heights.  Here  is  molded  the  highest 
character  and  finest  types  of  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood  and  here  are  acquired  a  burning  testimony  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a  true 
prophet  of  God. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

(Continued  from  page  93) 

Mildred  Jackson  — From  North  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
Genevieve  Tanner -From  West  Texas  to  North  Louisiana. 
RELEASES 

Z.  George  Nelson -Home,  Montpelier,  Idaho. 

Sister  Z.  George  Nelson -Home,  Montpelier,  Idaho. 

Noal  H.  Black -Home,  Antimony,  Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

NEW  JERSEY  DISTRICT Don  C.  Carter,  President, 
108  Bayard  St.,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

A  very  successful  and  inspirational  district  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  recently  in  New  Brunswick.  Visitors 
from  the  mission  office  included :  our  Mission  Mother, 
Sister  Evans;  Elder  Niel  F.  Winterton,  Elder  Rex  Tolman, 
Sister  Vera  Dunn,  Sister  Helen  Hirschi,  and  Eloise 
Stoker.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries  and 
the  splendid  cooperation  of  the  members,  a  record 
crowd  was  in  attendance.  The  number  of  investigators 
in  attendance  was  increased  by  50%  over  the  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  last  conference.  The  organization  of 
the  New  Brunswick  Branch  was  completed  and  Brothers 
James  Boyd  and  Wm.  W.  Messeroll  were  ordained  to 
the  office  of  Elder. 

Sisters  Mabel  Peterson  and  Betty  Perry  were  re¬ 
cently  transferred  to  this  district  from  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
The  New  Brunswick  Saints  are  pleased  to  welcome  them. 
They  are  the  first  lady  missionaries  to  labor  in  this 
district  for  several  years. 

Elder  Angus  McLane  has  been  moved  from  Union  City 
and  is  now  working  with  Elders  Don  C.  Carter  and 
M.  Kimball  Jacobs  in  New  Brunswick. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  wish  to  express  their 
appreciation  for  the  work  being  done  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  on  Temple  Square.  Our  best  contacts  are  with 
people  who  have  been  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  first 
heard  the  Gospel  there. 

EAST  PENN.  DISTRICT Horace  J.  Gunn,  President, 
23  W.  6th,  Lansdale,  Pa. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce  the  death  of 
Brother  William  Steiner.  He  was  the  first  convert  to 
the  Church  in  Allentown,  Pa.  After  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  he  went  from  door  to  door  distributing  tracts  and 
preaching  the  Gospel  in  his  spare  time.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  missionaries  at  his 
home.  A  goodly  number  of  friends  and  relatives 
were  in  attendance. 

Since  their  location  in  Lansdale,  Elders  Gunn  and 
Elmer  report  success  in  their  labors.  Recently  they 
approached  the  secretary  of  the  Rotary  Club  to  offer  a 
presentation  of  an  illustrated  lecture  before  the  club. 
The  gentleman  was  acquainted  with  the  Church  and 
was  very  friendly,  asking  several  questions.  When 
the  missionaries  offered  the  lecture  he  called  up  the 
program  manager  and  said,  "Would  you  like  a  good 
program?"  Our  offer  was  accepted  and  we  gave  the 
slide  lecture  "Down  Pioneer  Trails."  The  next  day 
in  the  local  paper  there  appeared  an  18-inch  column 
write-up  of  the  lecture. 

In  Reading  on  June  10  a  social  was  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  branch  members  and  missionaries. 


Games  and  luncheon  were  enjoyed  by  those  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Every  Friday  evening  the  missionaries  hold  an  open 
air  street  meeting  in  Lansdale.  They  have  been  as¬ 
sisted  by  Thorn  C.  Miner,  a  local  missionary  who  lives 
near  Norristown,  Pa.  Brother  Miner  was  a  missionary 
in  Pennsylvania  25  years  ago  and  as  a  result  has  been 
able  to  give  the  missionaries  some  valuable  assistance 
and  advice. 

POTOMAC  DISTRICT: -Clayton  L.  Perkins,  President, 
10  West  Side  Ave.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Potomac  District  have  been 
enjoying  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  the  fullest  ca¬ 
pacity  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

During  the  month  of  June  Elders  Bateman  and  Perk¬ 
ins  spent  a  week  in  Buck  Valley  visiting  with  the 
Saints  and  investigators.  Our  trip  met  with  much  suc¬ 
cess  and  we  made  many  new  friends. 

We  have  been  spending  some  time  in  Marlinsburgh, 
W.  Va.,  working  with  the  Saints  there  and  holding 
cottage  meetings  in  the  homes  of  members  and  in¬ 
vestigators.  We  have  had  an  average  of  from  40  to 
50  people  in  attendance  at  every  meeting.  At  times 
we  have  had  as  many  as  60  and  were  forced  to  hold 
the  meetings  in  the  open  air.  The  members  there 
are  very  enthusiastic  and  are  creating  much  interest 
among  the  investigators.  We  find  here  that  "the  field 
is  white  and  already  to  harvest." 

The  other  day  Elder  Bateman  asked  one  of  the  staff 
announcers  at  the  radio  station  what  we  could  do  to 
improve  our  program  and  he  said,  "Please  give  me 
some  of  your  literature.  That  is  the  only  suggestion  I 
can  make."  We  gave  the  literature  and  the  next 
Sunday  they  asked  us  to  leave  more  literature  at  the 
station. 

Baptismal  services  were  held  June  26  in  the  Antielam 
Creek  near  Hagerstown.  There  were  over  200  people 
in  attendance.  Brother  Riley  A.  Gwynn  came  up  from 
Washington,  D.  C.  and  was  our  guest  speaker.  We 
wish  to  welcome  into  our  fold  through  baptism,-  Anna 
Catherine  B.  Rock,  Clarence  W.  Knight,  Charles  Foutzy 
Shank,  LeRoy  D.  Shank,  Hilma  Jane  Robinson,  Gerald 
P.  Bonner,  Charles  M.  Greager,  Jr.,  Harold  D.  Schultz, 
and  Julia  Virginia  Tolbert.  May  they  have  success 
and  happiness  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Barbara  Brinton  — From  Murray,  Utah,  to  Maryland. 
Paul  W.  Fife  — From  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  to  Albany  Dist. 
Margaret  Alice  Eccles-From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oneida. 
Earl  John  Taylor  — From  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  Susquehanna. 
Eldon  B.  Romney— From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Maryland. 
Ralph  W.  Winterton -From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
Jim  R.  Winterton —  From  Provo,  Utah,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
Van  Marsden  Smith  — From  Snowflake,  Ariz.,  to  Oneida. 
G.  William  Richards -From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oneida. 
Albert  R.  White -From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  West  Penna. 
Paul  J.  Bates -From  Phenox,  Ariz.,  to  Albany  District. 

M.  BRENT  RICHARDS,  Publicity  Director. 


Luck  means  the  hardships  and  pri¬ 
vations  which  you  have  not  hesitated  to 
endure,  the  long  nights  you  have  de¬ 
voted  to  work.  Luck  means  the  appoint¬ 
ments  you  have  never  failed  to  keep; 
the  trains  you  have  never  failed  to  catch. 
—Max  O’Rell. 
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Another  People  for  the  “Choice  LancT  | 


While  the  Jaradite  people  were  engaged  in  fatricidal  conflict  destined  to  = 
=j  terminate  in  their  complete  destruction,  the  Lord  was  preparing  another  colony  = 
E  across  the  sea  to  take  their  place  and  possess  this  "choice  land"  forfeited!  by  E 
E  the  Jaradites  through  sin.  E 

It  was  about  600  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Christian  era,  in  "the  = 
E  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  king  of  Judah."  Israel  had  forgotten  their  = 
E  God  and  the  recompense  of  evil  hung  over  Jerusalem  as  it  did  over  the  land  = 
E  later  to  be  known  as  America.  E 

True  to  divine  custom,  prophets  were  sent  to  warn  the  sinful  Jews  of  the  E 
E  impending  disaster,  with  an  appeal  for  repentance  as  the  means  of  escape.  But  = 
E  as  with  the  Jaredites  so  with  the  Jews,  the  warning  was  unheeded  and  the  E 
E  prophets  driven  out  or  slain.  E 

Among  these  prophets  was  one  named  Lehi-  His  cry  of  warning  was  scoffed  E 
E  at,  his  prophecies  were  rejected  and  his  life  was  sought.  By  dream  he  was  told  = 
E  of  the  Lord  to  take  his  family  and  flee  from  his  home  in  Jerusalem.  Lehi's  = 

E  family  must  have  been  one  of  some  consequence  in  the  community  -  one  sur-  E 

E  rounded  by  the  comforts  of  life  and  the  so-called  good  things  of  the  world,  for  = 

E  the  record  states:  "He  left  his  house,  and  the  land  of  his  inheritance,  and  his  E 

E  gold  and  his  silver  and  his  precious  things,  and  took  nothing  with  him,  save  it  = 
E  were  his  family,  and  provisions  and  tents  and  departed  into  the  wilderness."  E 

Here  was  a  severe  test  of  faith.  To  break  social  contacts,  to  leave  a  home  of  = 
E  comfort  and  ease/  to  turn  the  back  to  gold  and  silver  and  the  luxuries  they  would  E 
E  buy  and  strike  out  into  the  desert  with  no  definite  goal  ahead  is  not  a  matter  for  E 
=  light  consideration.  Such  a  test,  however,  has  come  to  many  people,  and  perhaps,  E 
E  in  a  modified  way,  comes  to  all  of  us  some  time  in  life.  The  choice  is  offered:  E 
E  Shall  we  enjoy  the  comforts  or  pleasant  sensations  of  the  here  and  now,  or  = 
E  shall  we  sacrifice  them  in  obedience-  to  the  will  of  the  Lord  accompanied  by  E 
E  seeming  hardship  and  suffering.  We  have  no  doubt  that  in  every  case  wherein  = 
E  the  test  has  been  faithfully  met,  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  has  been  vindicated  E 
E  by  blessings  that  have  followed.  But  for  Lehi's  family  it  was  a  severe  test  and  E 
E  we  must  not  wonder  that  some  of  the  less  faithful  members  faltered.  = 

When  they  had  gone  but  a  short  way  into  the  wilderness  they  were  told  of  E 
E  the  Lord  that  He  would  lead  them  to  "a  land  which  is  choice  above  all  other  E 
E  lands."  Their  destination  lay  across  the  sea,  in  a  land  then  unknown  to  man  E 
E  execpt  those  then  possessing  it  whose  record  of  wickedness  was  culminating  = 
E  in  their  complete  destruction.  E 

In  order  that  this  family  might  have  mating  companions,  another  family,  E 
E  that  of  Ishmael,  was  induced  to  join  them /  also  a  servant  of  Laban,  whose  name  E 
E  was  Zoram.  Ishmael's  family  consisted  largely  of  daughters  who  became  the  wives  E 
E  of  Lehi's  sons,  Laman,  Lemuel,  Sam  and  Nephi.  Thus  was  providid  the  nucleus  E 
E  of  a  colony  yet  to  grow  into  two  great  nations.  E 

That  this  new  colony  might  be  properly  taught  and  stabilized  in  their  E 
E  knowledge  and  form  of  worship,  they  took  with  them  the  sacred  records  of  E 
E  their  fathers.  It  was  when  facing  the  difficult  task  of  obtaining  these  records  E 
E  from  their  powerful  possessor  and  guardian,  that  Nephi  gave  expression  to  E 
E  that  great  truism  which  has  since  stimulated  the  faith  and  bolstered  the  courage  = 
E  of  thousands:  "I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto  the  children  E 
E  of  men,  save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  E 
E  thing  which  he  commandeth  them."  E 
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A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  oi  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  J osep  h  Fielding  Smith 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 


108th  Annual  Conference,  Monday,  April  4,  1938 


*** 


"If  any  person  have  a  vision 
or  a  visitation  from  a  heavenly 
messenger,  it  must  be  for  his 
own  benefit  and  instruction,  for 
the  fundamental  principles,  gov¬ 
ernment  and  doctrines  of  the 
Church  are  vested  in  the  keys 
of  the  kingdom." 


+** 


*** 


When  you  know  the  truth 

you  will  abide  in  the  truth, 

and  the  truth  will  make  you 

free.  It  is  only  the  truth  that 
will  free  you  from  the  errors 

of  men  and  from  the  falsehoods 
and  misrepresentations  of  the 
evil  one. 


N  A  REVELATION  given  to  the  Church,  March  8,  1831,  the  Lord  said  this: 

But  ye  are  commanded  in  all  things  to  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  liberally/  and  that  which  the 
Spirit  testifies  unto  you,  even  so  I  would  that  ye  should  do  in  all  holiness  of  heart,  walking  up¬ 
rightly  before  me,  considering  the  end  of  your  salvation,  doing  all  things  with  prayer  and  thanksgiving, 
that  ye  may  not  be  seduced  by  evil  spirits,  or  doctrines  of  devils,  or  the  commandments  of  men/ 
for  some  are  of  men,  and  others  of  devils. 

Wherefore,  beware  lest  ye  are  deceived,-  and  that  ye  may  not  be  deceived  seek  ye  earnestly  the 
best  gifts,  always  remembering  for  what  they  are  given. 

Questions  Concerning  Purported  Revelations 

It  seems  that  periodically  it  becomes  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  true  order 
the  Lord  has  given  us  in  regard  to  revelation.  During  the  past  three  or  four  months 
I  have  received  a  number  of  communications,  coming  from  various  parts  of  the  Church. 
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asikng  if  certain  purported  revelations  or 
dreams  or  purported  visions  are  reliable 
and  have  the  endorsement  of  the  Authori¬ 
ties  of  the  Church. 

There  have  been  individuals,  from  time 
to  time,  who  have  been  invited  to  go  into 
the  wards,  in  the  sacrament  meetings, 
Priesthood  classes,  Sunday  Schools  and 
Mutual  Improvement  organizations,  and 
at  times,  for  their  special  benefit,  cottage 
meetings  have  been  held  where  they  might 
come  and  relate  remarkable  visions  or  rev¬ 
elations  claimed  by  these  individuals  to 
have  been  given  to  them.  All  this  wrong. 

Key  Revealed  To  Determine  True 
Revelation 

The  Lord  has  given  us,  by  revelation, 
a  key  that  should  be  our  guide  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  this  kind.  In  another  revelation 
that  was  given  to  the  Church  as  early  as 
February  in  the  year  1831,  the  Lord  said 
this: 

But  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  none  else 
shall  be  appointed  unto  this  gift  except  it  be  through 
him,  [speaking  of  the  gift  of  revelation  given  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smithl  for  if  it  be  taken  from  him  he 
shall  not  have  power  except  to  appoint  another  in  his 
stead. 

And  this  shall  be  a  law  unto  you,  that  ye  receive  not 
the  teachings  of  any  that  shall  come  before  you  as 
revelations  or  commandments, 

And  this  I  give  unto  you  that  you  may  not  be 
deceived,  that  you  may  know  they  are  not  of  me. 

Revelations  Given  In  Accordance 
With  Law 

The  Lord  has  promised  us  that  he 
would  give  us  revelation  and  command¬ 
ments  when  necessary,  and  that  is  re¬ 
corded  in  another  of  the  revelations  also 
given  in  the  same  year,  1831,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  August.  And  in  that 
revelation  the  Lord  says,  speaking  of  those 
who  should  come  to  Zion: 

And  they  shall  also  be  crowned  with  blessings  from 
above,  yea,  and  with  commandments  not  a  few,  and 
with  revelations  in  their  time -they  that  are  faithful 
and  diligent  before  me. 

Now,  the  Lord  will  give  revelations  to 
this  Church,  and  he  will  give  command¬ 
ments  to  this  Church  from  time  to  time, 
and  as  it  is  necessary,  but  always  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  his  own  law;  and  we  do  not 
have  to  run  around  and  invite  individuals 
who  are  without  authority  to  relate  unto 
us  purported  visions,  or  revelations  or  com¬ 
mandments,  for  the  guidance  of  this  people. 

Everything  in  the  Church  is  done  in 


order.  Everything  pertaining  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  is  in  order,  because  it  is 
obedient  to  law. 

Joseph  Smith's  Comments  On  Revelation 

In  1833  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  gave 
this  counsel  to  the  Church: 

I  will  inform  you  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  economy 
of  God  for  any  member  of  the  Church,  or  any  one, 
to  receive  instruction  for  those  in  authority  higher  than 
themselves.  Therefore  you  will  see  the  impropriety  of 
giving  heed  to  them.  But  if  any  person  have  a  vision 
or  a  visitation  from  a  heavenly  messenger,  it  must  bo 
for  his  own  benefit  and  instruction,  for  the  fundamental 
principles,  government  and  doctrines  of  the  Church 
are  vested  in  the,  keys  of  the  kingdom. 

Then  on  another  occasion  the  Prophet 
gave  this  other  counsel,  as  it  occurs  in  the 
History  of  the  Church : 

President  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  addressed  the  assembly 
and  said: 

The  Melchizedek  High  Priesthood  was  no  other  than 
the  Priesthood  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  ordinances  which  belong  to  the  Priesthood,  from 
which  flow  certain  results,  and  the  Presidents  or  Presi¬ 
dency  are  over  the  Church,  and  revelations  of  the 
mind  and  will  of  God  to  the  Church  are  to  come  through 
the  Presidency.  This  is  the  order  of  heaven,  and  the 
power  and  privilege  of  this  Priesthood.  It  is  also  the 
privilege  of  any  officer  in  this  Church  to  obtain  revela¬ 
tions  so  far  as  relates  to  his  particular  calling  and  duty 
in  the  Church.  All  are  bound  by  the  principles  of 
virtue  and  happiness,  but  one  great  privilege  of  the 
Priesthood  is  to  obtain  revelations  of  the  mind  and  will 
of  God.  It  is  also  the  privilege  of  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  to  reprove,  rebuke,  and  admonish,  as  well 
as  to  receive  revelation.  If  the  Church  knew  all  the 
commandments,  one-half  they  would  condemn  through 
prejudice  and  ignorance. 

A  High  Priest  is  a  member  of  the  same  Melchizedek 
Priesthood  with  the  Presidency,  but  not  of  the  same 
power  or  authority  in  the  Church.  The  Seventies  are 
also  members  of  the  same  Priesthood,  are  a  sort  of 
traveling  council  or  Priesthood,  and  may  preside  over 
a  church  or  churches,  until  a  High  Priest  can  be  had. 
The  Seventies  are  to  be  taken  from  the  quorum  of  Elders, 
and  are  not  to  be  High  Priests.  They  are  subject  to 
the  direction  and  dictation  of  the  Twelve,  who  have 
the  keys  of  the  ministry.  All  are  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
by  the  power  and  influence  of  fhe  Holy  Ghost,  and  no 
man  can  preach  the  Gospel  without  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Now,  these  passages,  these  statements 
from  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  I  have 
presented  to  you  so  that  you  may  know 
how  to  be  governed  in  regard  to  matters 
of  this  kind.  If  a  man  comes  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  professing  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  vision  or  a  revelation  or  a  re¬ 
markable  dream,  and  the  Lord  has  given 
him  such,  he  should  keep  it  to  himself. 
It  is  all  out  of  order,  in  this  Church,  for 
somebody  to  invite  him  into  a  sacrament 
service  to  relate  that  to  the  Church,  be¬ 
cause  the  Lord  will  give  his  revelations  in 
the  proper  way,  to  the  one  who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  receive  and  dispense  the  word 
of  God  to  the  members  of  the  Church. 
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Spurious  Revelations 

In  the  year  1918,  at  the  October  Con¬ 
ference,  the  last  Conference  at  which  Pres¬ 
ident  Joseph  F.  Smith  spoke,  I  called  at¬ 
tention  to  matters  of  this  kind,  and  after 
I  was  through  he  arose  and  endorsed  my 
remarks  by  saying  what  I  am  going  to 
read  to  you  now: 

Again  I  feel  to  say  that  it  is  an  opportunity  for 
me  to  say  a  few  words.  This  wonderful,  mysterious 
revelation  that  I  have  been  said  to  have  received  a 
great  many  years  ago,  was  given  in  French,  and  I 
never  knew  but  two  or  three  words  of  French  in  my 
life/  consequently  I  could  not  have  been  the  originator 
of  that  revelation.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I 
have  denied  it,  I  suppose,  a  hundred  times,  when  I 
have  been  inquired  of  about  it.  It  was  gotten  up  by 
some  mysterious  person  who  undertook  to  create  a  sen¬ 
sation  and  lay  the  responsibility  upon  me.  I  am  not 
guilty. 

When  the  Lord  reveals  something  to  me  I  will  con¬ 
sider  the  matter  with  my  brethren,  and  when  it  be¬ 
comes  proper  I  will  let  it  be  known  to  the  people, 
and  not  otherwise. 

The  ridiculous  story  about  the  red  horse,  and  the 
black  horse,  and  the  white  horse,  and  a  lot  of  trash 
that  has  been  circulated  about  and  printed  and  sent 
around  as  a  great  revelation  given  by  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  is  a  matter  that  was  gotten  up,  I  under¬ 
stand,  some  ten  years  after  the  death  of  the  Prophet, 
by  two  of  our  brethren  who  put  together  some  broken 
sentences  from  the  Prophet  that  they  had  heard  him 
utter  from  lime  to  time,  and  formulated  this  so-called 
revelation  out  of  it.  It  was  never  spoken  by  thei 
Prophet  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  it  put  forth, 
it  is  simply  false;  that  is  all  there  is  to  it. 

Know  The  Truth 

Now,  these  stories  of  revelation,  that 
are  being  circulated  around,  are  of  no  con¬ 
sequence,  except  for  rumor  and  silly  talk 
by  persons  who  have  no  authority.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  simply  this:  No  man 
can  enter  into  God’s  rest  until  he  will  ab¬ 
sorb  the  truth,  in  so  far  that  all  error,  all 
falsehood,  all  misunderstanding  and  mis¬ 
statement  he  will  be  able  to  sift  thorough¬ 
ly  and  dissolve,  and  know  that  it  is  error, 
and  not  truth. 

When  you  know  God’s  truth,  when 
you  enter  into  God’s  rest,  you  will  not  be 
hunting  after  revelations  from  Tom,  Dick 
and  Harry  all  over  the  world.  You  will 
not  be  following  the  will-o’-the-wisp  of 
the  vagaries  of  men  and  women  who  ad¬ 
vance  nonsense  and  their  own  ideas.  When 
you  know  the  truth  you  will  abide  in  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  will  make  you  free. 
It  is  only  the  truth  that  will  free  you 
from  the  errors  of  men  and  from  the  false¬ 
hoods  and  misrepresentations  of  the  evil 
one,  who  lies  in  wait  to  deceive  and  to 
mislead  the  people  of  God  from  the  paths 
of  righteousness  and  truth. 

God  bless  you.  Amen. 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  PRES.  ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  of  Central  States  Mission 

(Given  at  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  6,  1938) 

I  wish  I  were  more  prepared,  that  I 
might  give  you  a  better  report  of  the 
mission,  but  I  am  so  thoroughly  surprised 
that  I  suppose  I  will  be  like  the  minister 


President  Elias  S.  Woodruff 


we  frequently  tell  about  who  left  his  ser¬ 
mon  at  home  and  told  his  congregation 
that  they  would  have  to  bear  with  him 
that  day  since  he  must  depend  upon  the 
Lord,  but  that  he  would  be  better  pre¬ 
pared  next  time. 

It  is  a  great  inspiration  to  come  to  this 
Conference:  to  hear  the  voices  of  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  God,  to  mingle  with  the  Saints 
and  to  sit  in  council  and  discuss  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Church  as  the  mission  presi¬ 
dents  have  the  privilege  of  doing.  I  shall 
return  to  the  mission  with  renewed  vigor, 
faith  and  determination  to  discharge  my 
duty  as  the  presiding  officer  in  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  to  you 
that  the  work  in  the  Central  States  Mis¬ 
sion  continues  along  in  its  progressive  way. 
The  Lord  blesses  our  people  in  their  gath¬ 
erings,  our  meetings  are  better  attended 
all  the  time,  and  they  grow  constantly. 
I  am  sure  that  faith  is  increasing  and  the 
spirit  of  happiness,  concord  and  peace  gen¬ 
erally  pervades  our  gatherings. 

I  believe  the  people  of  that  mission  are 
trying  to  live  their  religion;  they  pay 
their  tithing  very  well — a  litle  improve¬ 
ment  each  year  over  the  past,  nothing 
spectacular.  They  want  to  do  the  will 
of  the  Lord  and  they  find  pleasure  in  his 
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Spurious  Revelations 

In  the  year  1918,  at  the  October  Con¬ 
ference,  the  last  Conference  at  which  Pres¬ 
ident  Joseph  F.  Smith  spoke,  I  called  at¬ 
tention  to  matters  of  this  kind,  and  after 
I  was  through  he  arose  and  endorsed  my 
remarks  by  saying  what  I  am  going  to 
read  to  you  now: 

Again  I  feel  to  say  that  it  is  an  opportunity  for 
me  to  say  a  few  words.  This  wonderful,  mysterious 
revelation  that  I  have  been  said  to  have  received  a 
great  many  years  ago,  was  given  in  French,  and  I 
never  knew  but  two  or  three  words  of  French  in  my 
life,-  consequently  I  could  not  have  been  the  originator 
of  that  revelation.  I  want  you  to  understand  that  I 
have  denied  it,  I  suppose,  a  hundred  times,  when  I 
have  been  inquired  of  about  it.  It  was  gotten  up  by 
some  mysterious  person  who  undertook  to  create  a  sen¬ 
sation  and  lay  the  responsibility  upon  me.  I  am  not 
guilty. 

When  the  Lord  reveals  something  to  me  I  will  con¬ 
sider  the  matter  with  my  brethren,  and  when  it  be¬ 
comes  proper  I  will  let  it  be  known  to  the  people, 
and  not  otherwise. 

The  ridiculous  story  about  the  red  horse,  and  the 
black  horse,  and  the  white  horse,  and  a  lot  of  trash 
that  has  been  circulated  about  and  printed  and  sent 
around  as  a  great  revelation  given  by  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  is  a  matter  that  was  gotten  up,  I  under¬ 
stand,  some  ten  years  after  the  death  of  the  Prophet, 
by  two  of  our  brethren  who  put  together  some  broken 
sentences  from  the  Prophet  that  they  had  heard  him 
utter  from  time  to  time,  and  formulated  this  so-called 
revelation  out  of  it.  It  was  never  spoken  by  thei 
Prophet  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  it  put  forth, 
it  is  simply  false,  that  is  all  there  is  to  it. 

Know  The  Truth 

Now,  these  stories  of  revelation,  that 
are  being  circulated  around,  are  of  no  con¬ 
sequence,  except  for  rumor  and  silly  talk 
by  persons  who  have  no  authority.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  simply  this:  No  man 
can  enter  into  God's  rest  until  he  will  ab¬ 
sorb  the  truth,  in  so  far  that  all  error,  all 
falsehood,  all  misunderstanding  and  mis¬ 
statement  he  will  be  able  to  sift  thorough¬ 
ly  and  dissolve,  and  know  that  it  is  error, 
and  not  truth. 

When  you  know  God's  truth,  when 
you  enter  into  God’s  rest,  you  will  not  be 
hunting  after  revelations  from  Tom,  Dick 
and  Harry  all  over  the  world.  You  will 
not  be  following  the  will-o'-the-wisp  of 
the  vagaries  of  men  and  women  who  ad¬ 
vance  nonsense  and  their  own  ideas.  When 
you  know  the  truth  you  will  abide  in  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  will  make  you  free. 
It  is  only  the  truth  that  will  free  you 
from  the  errors  of  men  and  from  the  false¬ 
hoods  and  misrepresentations  of  the  evil 
one,  who  lies  in  wait  to  deceive  and  to 
mislead  the  people  of  God  from  the  paths 
of  righteousness  and  truth. 

God  bless  you.  Amen. 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  PRES.  ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  of  Central  States  Mission 

(Given  at  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  6,  1938) 

I  wish  I  were  more  prepared,  that  I 
might  give  you  a  better  report  of  the 
mission,  but  I  am  so  thoroughly  surprised 
that  I  suppose  I  will  be  like  the  minister 
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we  frequently  tell  about  who  left  his  ser¬ 
mon  at  home  and  told  his  congregation 
that  they  would  have  to  bear  with  him 
that  day  since  he  must  depend  upon  the 
Lord,  but  that  he  would  be  better  pre¬ 
pared  next  time. 

It  is  a  great  inspiration  to  come  to  this 
Conference;  to  hear  the  voices  of  the  ser¬ 
vants  of  God,  to  mingle  with  the  Saints 
and  to  sit  in  council  and  discuss  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Church  as  the  mission  presi¬ 
dents  have  the  privilege  of  doing.  I  shall 
return  to  the  mission  with  renewed  vigor, 
faith  and  determination  to  discharge  my 
duty  as  the  presiding  officer  in  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  to  you 
that  the  work  in  the  Central  States  Mis¬ 
sion  continues  along  in  its  progressive  way. 
The  Lord  blesses  our  people  in  their  gath¬ 
erings,  our  meetings  are  better  attended 
all  the  time,  and  they  grow  constantly. 
I  am  sure  that  faith  is  increasing  and  the 
spirit  of  happiness,  concord  and  peace  gen¬ 
erally  pervades  our  gatherings. 

I  believe  the  people  of  that  mission  are 
trying  to  live  their  religion;  they  pay 
their  tithing  very  well — a  litle  improve¬ 
ment  each  year  over  the  past,  nothing 
spectacular.  They  want  to  do  the  will 
of  the  Lord  and  they  find  pleasure  in  his 
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service.  We  have  the  local  people  doing 
some  missionary  work  similar  to  the  stake 
missionaries.  For  instance,  in  Kansas  City 
all  the  men  holding  the  Priesthood,  who 
respond,  hold  cottage  meetings  among  the 
non-members  of  the  Church  within  the 
vicinity  of  their  homes,  and  they  accomp¬ 
lish  much,  I  am  sure.  In  the  summer 
time  they  help  us  with  our  street  meetings, 
when  these  street  meetings  are  being  held 
in  more  than  one  neighborhood. 

The  meeting  houses  of  the  mission  are 
most  of  them  in  very  good  condition. 
We  have  respectable  places  in  which  to 
meet.  We  always  have  our  wants  and 
our  needs,  even  as  you  do  at  home,  but 
generally  speaking  I  am  safe  in  saying, 
and  happy  to  say,  that  the  work  of  the 
Lord  is  progressing  in  that  mission. 

A  great  responsibility  is  laid  upon  those 
who  receive  the  Priesthood.  When  mis¬ 
sionaries  volunteer  to  go  into  the  mission 
field,  they  are  no  longer  at  liberty  to 
“choose  their  lives  and  what  they'll  be," 
because  they  have  already  chosen  to  serve 
the  Master,  and  covenanted  that  they  will 
do  their  part  in  attempting  to  carry  the 
Gospel  message  to  those  to  whom  they  are 
sent. 

I  believe  that  with  very  few  exceptions 
the  missionaries  receive  their  calls  with  due 
respect  and  reverence,  and  do  the  very  best 
they  can,  human  weaknesses  considered, 
to  discharge  their  duty.  They  live  to¬ 
gether  in  harmony,  peace,  and  good  will, 
and  if  any  of  them  do  get  out  of  harmony, 
the  rest  of  them  help  them  to  get  back  in. 
There  is  a  genuine  feeling  of  brotherly  love 
among  the  missionaries.  If  they  become 
concerned  obout  one  of  their  brethren, 
they  all  try  to  help  him  into  a  better 
condition. 

I  rejoice  in  the  privileges  we  have.  I 
rejoice  in  the  leadership  of  the  Church, 
in  the  kindness  and  gentleness  of  spirit  that 
is  manifested  by  the  General  Authorities 
of  the  Church  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  Those  who  speak  of  them  as  being 
dictators  simply  do  not  understand;  do 
not  know.  I  have  never  known  such  gen¬ 
tleness  and  kindness  in  my  life  as  I  have 
found  in  associating  with  these  brethren  in 
the  limited  opportunities  that  come  to  me 
to  associate  with  them.  I  testify  to  you 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  inspires  them 
and  blesses  them,  and  there  is  wisdom  in 
their  counsel.  I  have  never  yet  made  a 
mistake  by  observing  the  counsel  that  has 


been  given  to  me  by  those  who  preside 
over  me. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  faith  in  his  ser¬ 
vants,  faith  to  do  what  they  ask  us  to  do. 
for  our  own  welfare  and  happiness,  is  my 
parting  prayer,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Cb~: 
Amen. 


GOD  A  PERSON 

The  Latter-day  Saints  hold  that  the 
personality  of  God  should  not  be  interpre¬ 
ted  in  any  mythical  sense,  but  should  be 
accepted  for  precisely  what  it  means.  His 
appearance  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  in  recent  times,  when  the  world 
had  lost  sight  of  his  nature  and  attributes, 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  controversies 
ioncerning  this  matter. 

Moreover,  it  is  held  that  man  is  the 
actual  offspring  of  Deity,  “For,"  as  the 
Apostle  Paul  declared  to  the  unbelievers 
at  Athens,  “in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being;  as  certain  also  of 
your  own  poets  have  said,  For  we  are 
also  his  offspring.  Forasmuch  then  as  we 
are  the  offspring  of  God,  we  ought  not 
to  think  that  the  Godhead  is  like  unto 
gold,  or  silver,  or  stone,  graven  by  art 
and  man's  device.  And  the  times  of  this 
ignorance  God  winked  at;  but  now  com- 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent." 
(Acts  17:28-29.) 

With  slight  paraphrasing  the  foregoing 
quotation,  adapted  to  modern  conditions 
and  beliefs,  would  read  about  as  follows: 
“Forasmuch  then  as  we  are  the  offspring 
of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think  that  the 
Godhead  is  like  unto  a  spirit,  the  elements, 
or  other  indescribable  entity  conceived  by 
the  mind  of  man.  And  the  times  of  this 
ignorance  God  winked  at;  but  now  com- 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  turn  to 
the  true  and  living  God."  In  reality  God 
is  the  Father  and  Creator  of  our  spirits  as 
literally  as  our  earthly  parents  are  the 
creators  of  our  bodies. — Dr.  Frederick  J. 
Pack . 

- - 

There's  a  song  in  ihe  air,  there's  a  star  in 
the  sky  i 

A  mother's  soft  prayer  and  a  baby's  low  cry; 
And  the  star  rains  its  fire  while  the  beautiful 
sing, 

For  the  manger  at  Bethlehem  cradles  a  King. 

-  Holland. 
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service.  We  have  the  local  people  doing 
some  missionary  work  similar  to  the  stake 
missionaries.  For  instance ,  in  Kansas  City 
all  the  men  holding  the  Priesthood,  who 
respond,  hold  cottage  meetings  among  the 
non- members  of  the  Church  within  the 
vicinity  of  their  homes,  and  they  accomp¬ 
lish  much,  I  am  sure.  In  the  summer 
time  they  help  us  with  our  street  meetings, 
when  these  street  meetings  are  being  held 
in  more  than  one  neighborhood. 

The  meeting  houses  of  the  mission  are 
most  of  them  in  very  good  condition. 
We  have  respectable  places  in  which  to 
meet.  We  always  have  our  wants  and 
our  needs,  even  as  you  do  at  home,  but 
generally  speaking  I  am  safe  in  saying, 
and  happy  to  say,  that  the 'work  of  the 
Lord  is  progressing  in  that  mission. 

A  great  responsibility  is  laid  upon  those 
who  receive  the  Priesthood.  When  mis¬ 
sionaries  volunteer  to  go  into  the  mission 
field,  they  are  no  longer  at  liberty  to 
“choose  their  lives  and  what  they'll  be," 
because  they  have  already  chosen  to  serve 
the  Master,  and  covenanted  that  they  will 
do  their  part  in  attempting  to  carry  the 
Gospel  message  to  those  to  whom  they  are 
sent. 

I  believe  that  with  very  few  exceptions 
the  missionaries  receive  their  calls  with  due 
respect  and  reverence,  and  do  the  very  best 
they  can,  human  weaknesses  considered, 
to  discharge  their  duty.  They  live  to¬ 
gether  in  harmony,  peace,  and  good  will, 
and  if  any  of  them  do  get  out  of  harmony, 
the  rest  of  them  help  them  to  get  back  in. 
There  is  a  genuine  feeling  of  brotherly  love 
among  the  missionaries.  If  they  become 
concerned  obout  one  of  their  brethren, 
they  all  try  to  help  him  into  a  better 
condition. 

I  rejoice  in  the  privileges  we  have.  I 
rejoice  in  the  leadership  of  the  Church, 
in  the  kindness  and  gentleness  of  spirit  that 
is  manifested  by  the  General  Authorities 
of  the  Church  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  Those  who  speak  of  them  as  being 
dictators  simply  do  not  understand;  do 
not  know.  I  have  never  known  such  gen¬ 
tleness  and  kindness  in  my  life  as  I  have 
found  in  associating  with  these  brethren  in 
the  limited  opportunities  that  come  to  me 
to  associate  with  them.  I  testify  to  you 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  inspires  them 
and  blesses  them,  and  there  is  wisdom  in 
their  counsel.  I  have  never  yet  made  a 
mistake  by  observing  the  counsel  that  has 


been  given  to  me  by  those  who  preside 
over  me. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  faith  in  his  ser¬ 
vants.  faith  to  do  what  they  ask  us  to  do. 
for  our  own  welfare  and  happiness,  is  my 
parting  prayer,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Cb~: 
Amen. 


GOD  A  PERSON 

The  Latter-day  Saints  hold  that  the 
personality  of  God  should  not  be  interpre¬ 
ted  in  any  mythical  sense,  but  should  be 
accepted  for  precisely  what  it  means.  His 
appearance  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  in  recent  times,  when  the  world 
had  lost  sight  of  his  nature  and  attributes, 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  controversies 
ioncerning  this  matter. 

Moreover,  it  is  held  that  man  is  the 
actual  offspring  of  Deity,  “For,"  as  the 
Apostle  Paul  declared  to  the  unbelievers 
at  Athens,  “in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being;  as  certain  also  of 
your  own  poets  have  said,  For  we  are 
also  his  offspring.  Forasmuch  then  as  we 
are  the  offspring  of  God,  we  ought  not 
to  think  that  the  Godhead  is  like  unto 
gold,  or  silver,  or  stone,  graven  by  art 
and  man's  device.  And  the  times  of  this 
ignorance  God  winked  at;  but  now  com- 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent." 
(Acts  17:28-29.) 

With  slight  paraphrasing  the  foregoing 
quotation,  adapted  to  modern  conditions 
and  beliefs,  would  read  about  as  follows: 
“Forasmuch  then  as  we  are  the  offspring 
of  God,  we  ought  not  to  think  that  the 
Godhead  is  like  unto  a  spirit,  the  elements, 
or  other  indescribable  entity  conceived  by 
the  mind  of  man.  And  the  times  of  this 
ignorance  God  winked  at;  but  now  com- 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  turn  to 
the  true  and  living  God."  In  reality  God 
is  the  Father  and  Creator  of  our  spirits  as 
literally  as  our  earthly  parents  are  the 
creators  of  our  bodies. — Dr.  Frederick  J. 
Pack . 

- -<-0-0  . 

There's  a  song  in  the  air,  there's  a  star  in 
the  sky  / 

A  mother's  soft  prayer  and  a  baby's  low  cry. 
And  the  star  rains  its  fire  while  the  beautiful 
sing, 

For  the  manger  at  Bethlehem  cradles  a  King. 

-  Holland. 
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THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY  AND  THE 
REBIRTH  OF  TRUE  RELIGION 

By  AUBREY  J.  PARKER,  Sanla  Barbara,  Calif. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century 
the  civilized  world,  though  distracted  with 
wars  and  revolutions,  found  time  to  argue 
and  dispute  on  many  subjects,  and  religion 
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was  not  the  least  among  them.  This  was 
the  so-called  age  of  reason,  so  disputation 
was  the  order  of  the  day. 

In  the  new  world,  as  the  United  States 
was  generally  called,  the  reovlution  was 
accomplished  and  a  new  republic  estab¬ 
lished.  People  began  to  look  toward  the 
western  prairies,  with  a  migrating  im¬ 
pulse;  whilst  the  southern  states  gained 
in  commercial  enterprise,  with  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  the  cotton  gin  by  Whitney.  By 
the  time  the  capital  of  the  nation  was 
moved  from  Philadelphia  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  American  people  had 
gained  a  feeling  of  security,  in  a  material 
sense. 

Napoleon,  “the  Little  Corsican,"  was 
beginning  to  make  himself  felt  in  Europe 
— on  which  he  cast  his  shadow  like  a 
blight;  although  he  had  suffered  his  first 
defeat  under  Horatio  Nelson  (before  the 
century  dawned)  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile. 

For  fifteen  years  in  the  new  century — 
this  man  of  destiny  lorded  it  among  his 
fellows.  The  turning  of  the  tables  began 
in  1812  at  his  retreat  from  Moscow — 
and  was  climaxed  in  1815  at  Waterloo. 
The  world  seemed  to  be  undergoing  a  per¬ 
iod  of  change;  for  during  this  century 


the  people  were  going  to  “speak  out,"  as 
never  before.  The  dude  kings  of  France, 
in  the  persons  of  the  Louis’,  had  passed, 
and  the  last  was  in  exile  as  the  century 
dawned.  King  George  the  Third  was  to 
be  the  last  autocratic  ruler  of  the  British. 
For  whilst  Christianity  was  still  in  its 
teens — all  men  seemed  to  be  conscious  of 
a  stir  in  the  air — a  spirit  of  expectancy 
was  all  around,  as  though  some  great 
event  was  pending. 

In  December  of  the  first  year  of  the 
century,  Thomas  Jefferson — that  master 
of  democracy — took  the  oath  of  office. 
Perfection  had  not  come,  but  this  land 
was  being  prepared  for  an  event  that  could 
not  be  staged  anywhere  else  on  earth. 
Jefferson’s  purchase  of  the  Louisiana  ter¬ 
ritory  from  the  French  was  a  master  stroke 
which  foreshadowed  the  coming  of  the 
Monroe  Doctrine;  of  which  Napoleon  said 
“This  will  forever  strengthen  the  power 
of  the  United  States."  Monroe  was  one 
of  the  signers  of  this  treaty  which  consum¬ 
mated  an  honorable  transfer  of  ownership 
to  America. 

The  nineteenth  centry  gave  us  the  steam¬ 
boat  and  the  railroad  and  many  other 
modern  conveniences  through  Marconi, 
Bell  and  Edison.  The  nineteenth  century 
saw  the  slaves  freed — but  not  without  the 
spilling  of  blood.  John  Brown's  body 
still  lies  mouldering  in  the  ground.  But 
the  spirit  that  moved  it  to  act  still  goes 
marching  on.  Even  so  do  the  martyrs 
for  truth  yield  up  the  temporal  enjoyment 
of  life,  that  mankind  might  advance 
toward  “that  divine  event  toward  which 
all  creation  moves." 

When  the  century  was  five  years  old 
an  event  transpired  in  these  United  States 
which  is  destined  to  become  a  “marked” 
day  on  the  calendar. 

In  the  little  town  of  Sharon,  Windsor 
county,  state  of  Vermont,  on  December 
23,  was  born  a  son  to  poor  but  honorable 
parents. 

Joseph  Smith  came  into  the  world  with 
little  stir — very  much  like  unto  the  arrival 
of  another  Son  more  than  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  years  before. 

Yet  before  he  died,  many  thousands  did 
hail  his  birth  as  the  most  important  one 
since  that  of  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

It  has  been  said  that  “the  line  of  man 
tends  upward."  Here  was  a  man  child — 
seemingly  like  all  others,  but  in  whom  was 
an  age  old  spirit,  destined  to  mark  the 
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day  in  which  he  lived  and  moved  as  a 
day  of  religious  re-birth  in  all  the  world. 

Joseph  Smith — as  a  boy  of  fifteen 
was  much  the  same  as  other  boys — full 
of  life  and  energy,  but  yet  with  a  serious 
side  when  it  came  to  the  consideration  of 
things  religious.  The  whole  Smith  family 
seems  to  have  been  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  religious  search  at  about  the  same  time. 
Some  of  them  connected  themselves  with 
some  local  church;  but  Joseph  was  a  think¬ 
ing  lad  and  was  seeking  a  sureness  of  foot¬ 
ing  before  he  ventured  along  the  road  to 
religion. 

The  Bible  was  very  much  in  evidence 
in  most  homes  in  that  day,  so  Joseph 
went  "to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony" 
of  those  first  followers  of  Christ  to  see 
what  they  had  to  offer  him. 

One  day  whilst  reading  he  came  upon 
the  words  of  James: 

If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that 
giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not/  and  it 
shall  be  given  him.  But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing 
wavering.  For  he  that  wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the 
sea  driven  with  the  wind  and  tossed. —  James  1:5,  6. 

Youth  is  not  usually  in  possession  of 
wisdom.  This,  if  it  comes  at  all  is  God- 
given  or  comes  with  age.  Joseph  recog¬ 
nized  his  lack  of  wisdom.  Especially  as 
to  the  important  matter  of  his  soul’s  salva¬ 
tion.  He  noticed  that  the  words  of  James 
did  not  say,  "Go  to  a  priest  and  ask,’’  or 
"Go  to  the  elders;"  but  it  said  specifically, 
" Let  him  ask  of  God." 

Joseph  Smith  decided  to  follow  the 
admonition  of  James  and  went  into  the 
woods  to  pray.  And  so  dawned  a  new 
day  for  a  sin  stricken  world. 

God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ 
appeared  unto  him  in  answer  to  his  prayer, 
as  to  which  of  all  the  churches  was  right, 
and  which  one  he  should  join.  He  was 
told, 

To  join  none  of  them,  for  they  were  all  wrong.  .  .  . 
They  teach  for  doctrine  the  commandments  of  men, 
having  a  form  of  godliness,  but  they  deny  the  power 
thereof. 

In  short,  this  boy  was  told  that  these 
churches  were  man-made  and  did  not  hold 
the  power  of  salvation.  Joseph  was  given 
to  understand  that  if  he  was  faithful  he 
would  become  an  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  God  in  restoring  His  church  unto  the 
earth. 

Years  went  by  and  Joseph  waxed 
strong,  and  lived  the  life  of  a  normal 
youth,  until  September  21,  1823.  On 
retiring  to  his  bed  he  felt  constrained  to 


kneel  and  thank  his  Heavenly  Father  for 
His  mercy  and  also  to  seek  a  knowledge 
as  to  his  standing  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Whilst  thus  occupied,  he  says,  his  room 
began  to  fill  with  light  and  in  it  a  person¬ 
age  appeared,  having  a  brightness  which 
defied  description.  This  personage  told  him 
that  his  name  was  Moroni,  and  that  he 
was  the  last  prophet  who  lived  on  this 
hemisphere  before  his  brethren  were  de¬ 
stroyed  from  off  the  land.  And  that  he 
was  a  messenger  sent  from  God  to  usher 
in  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel.  He  told 
Joseph  much  regarding  the  sacred  mission 
on  which  he  came:  And  told  of  golden 
plates  which  were  hidden  in  a  hill — which 
plates  contained  the  fullness  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  The  angel  departed  "in  a  conduit  of 
light,"  but  returned  to  Joseph  the  second 
and  third  time  and  repeated  his  message 
word  for  word. 

So  had  been  fulfilled  the  words  of  John 
the  Revelator  found  in  Revelations  14: 
6,  7: 

And  I  saw  anoiher  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred, 
and  longue,  and  people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear 
God  and  give  glory  to  him;  for  the  hour  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  is  come:  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven  and 
earth  and  the  Sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters. 

Joseph  was  shown  in  vision  the  place 
where  the  plates  were  stored  in  the  side 
of  the  Hill  Cumorah.  So  clear  was  this 
vision  that  he  easily  recognized  the  spot 
when  he  came  to  it.  He  discovered  the 
stone  under  which  they  lay  and,  prying 
it  up,  found  the  golden  records  lying  in 
a  stone  box.  On  endeavoring  to  take  them 
out  the  angel  appeared  and  forbade  him, 
saying  that  for  four  years  he  must  come 
to  that  spot  on  the  same  day  of  the  year 
— and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  if  he  was 
faithful,  he  would  be  given  the  plates. 

Joseph  was  faithful  to  his  trust  and  ul¬ 
timately  received  the  plates,  which  he,  in 
due  time  translated,  "through  the  gift 
and  power  of  God."  And  thus  appeared 
to  the  world  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

It  was  during  the  translation  of  these 
plates  that  Joseph  came  upon  a  passage 
of  Scripture  regarding  baptism,  and  his 
mind  was  so  disturbed  regarding  this  rite 
and  ordinance,  that  he  decided  to  "ask  of 
God"  as  he  had  done  before. 

Together  with  Oliver  Cowdery,  a  young 
man  who  was  acting  as  scribe,  they  went 
out  to  pray.  While  so  engaged  an  angel 
who  introduced  himself  as  John  the  Bap¬ 
tist,  the  same  who  had  baptized  Jesus,  ap- 
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peared  to  them.  He  placed  his  hands  upon 
their  heads  and  conferred  upon  them  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  which  carries  the  au¬ 
thority  of  “baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins.” 

Later  on,  Peter,  James  and  John,  given 
the  keys  of  Priesthood  bv  the  Master,  ap¬ 
peared  and  restored  the  Priesthood  “after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek.”  So  was  the 
divine  authority  restored  again  to  the  earth 
in  this  day  and  age. 

These  orders  of  Priesthoods  hold  the 
keys  of  organization,  and  through  them 
were  restored  the  “same  organization  that 
existed  in  the  primitive  church,  namely, 
apostles,  prophets,  pastors,  teachers,  evan¬ 
gelists,  etc.,”  making  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  as  now  established  the  most  perfect 
organization  in  the  world.  In  it  is  vested 
the  power  and  authority  to  act  in  the  name 
of  God,  and  from  it  emanate  those  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  if  faithfully  adhered  to,  will 
yield  the  fruits  of  salvation. 

Since  the  coming  of  these  angels,  and 
the  organization  of  God's  true  Church — 
the  whole  world  has  seen  a  great  increase 
of  knowledge.  The  Spirit  of  God  has 
moved  upon  men  to  “make  his  way 
straight,”  and  to  prepare  for  the  coming 
of  Him  who  will  reign  and  rule  in  right¬ 
eousness. 

A  boy’s  faith  brought  God  to  man  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  millions  have 
benefitted  by  his  faith. 

The  fullness  of  times  is  upon  us.  The 
Gospel  in  its  fullness  is  again  upon  the 
earth,  and  mankind  is  finding  the  way 
out  of  the  maze  of  error.  That  way  will 
be  found  only  so  fast  as  men  coincide 
with  the  Plan  of  Life  and  Salvation  which 
God  has  seen  fit  to  restore  to  man  for  his 
good. 

Hearken  ye  people  from  afar;  and  ye  that  are  upon 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  listen  together.  For  verily  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto  all  men. 


There  are  two  kinds  of  discontent  in 
this  world:  the  discontent  that  works, 
and  the  discontent  that  wrings  its  hands. 
The  first  gets  what  it  wants,  and  the 
second  loses  what  it  has.  There’s  no  cure 
for  the  first  but  success;  and  there's  no 
cure  at  all  for  the  second. — Gordon 
Graham . 

I  never  make  the  mistake  of  arguing 
with  people  for  whose  opinions  I  have 
no  respect. — Gibbon . 


THE  FOUR  GREAT  LAWS 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Once  there  was  an  obscure  peasant 
youth  who  early  in  his  boyhood  felt  an 
inner  urge  to  express  himself  musically. 
He  purchased  a  Jew’s  harp.  With  this 
crude  instrument  he  made  the  evening  air 


Elder  Nephi  Jensen 


“hideous”  to  the  neighbors  and  the  folks 
at  home.  He  made  little  or  no  artistic 
progress. 

One  day  he  heard  that  a  noted  violinist 
was  going  to  give  a  concert  at  a  music 
hall  in  a  nearby  city.  The  boy  attended 
the  concert.  He  listened  with  rapture 
to  the  master’s  playing.  As  he  listened 
there  came  into  his  heart  the  stirring 
thought,  “To  be  able  to  play  as  this  master 
plays  would  be  the  supreme  achievement.” 
The  thought  intensified  into  a  conviction. 
He  went  away  from  the  concert  saying  in 
his  heart,  “I  believe  I  shall  become  a 
master  violinist.” 

This  newly  awakened  faith  led  him  to 
think  of  his  past  crude  performance  on 
the  Jew's  harp  in  comparison  with  the 
splendid  artistry  of  the  master  violinist. 
Out  of  this  comparison  came  a  deep  regret 
for  the  wasted  time  and  lost  opportunities. 
This  regret  helped  to  intensify  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  become  a  great  violinist. 

He  resolved  to  register  at  the  school  of 
the  master.  After  working  hard  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  means  of  paying  the  tuition,  he 
became  a  student  under  the  tutelage  of 
the  noted  artist.  Under  the  daily  in¬ 
struction  of  the  master  the  boy  became 
completely  awakened  to  the  sublimity  of 
real  music.  This  intensified  spirit  of 


August  9,  193S 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


103 


peared  to  them.  He  placed  his  hands  upon 
their  heads  and  conferred  upon  them  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  which  carries  the  au¬ 
thority  of  ‘"baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins/' 

Later  on,  Peter,  James  and  John,  given 
the  keys  of  Priesthood  bv  the  Master,  ap¬ 
peared  and  restored  the  Priesthood  “after 
the  order  of  Melchizedek.”  So  was  the 
divine  authority  restored  again  to  the  earth 
in  this  day  and  age. 

These  orders  of  Priesthoods  hold  the 
keys  of  organization,  and  through  them 
were  restored  the  “same  organization  that 
existed  in  the  primitive  church,  namely, 
apostles,  prophets,  pastors,  teachers,  evan¬ 
gelists,  etc.,“  making  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  as  now  established  the  most  perfect 
organization  in  the  world.  In  it  is  vested 
the  power  and  authority  to  act  in  the  name 
of  God,  and  from  it  emanate  those  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  if  faithfully  adhered  to,  will 
yield  the  fruits  of  salvation. 

Since  the  coming  of  these  angels,  and 
the  organization  of  God's  true  Church — 
the  whole  world  has  seen  a  great  increase 
of  knowledge.  The  Spirit  of  God  has 
moved  upon  men  to  “make  his  way 
straight/'  and  to  prepare  for  the  coming 
of  Him  who  will  reign  and  rule  in  right¬ 
eousness. 

A  boy’s  faith  brought  God  to  man  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  millions  have 
benefitted  by  his  faith. 

The  fullness  of  times  is  upon  us.  The 
Gospel  in  its  fullness  is  again  upon  the 
earth,  and  mankind  is  finding  the  way 
out  of  the  maze  of  error.  That  way  will 
be  found  only  so  fast  as  men  coincide 
with  the  Plan  of  Life  and  Salvation  which 
God  has  seen  fit  to  restore  to  man  for  his 
good. 

Hearken  ye  people  from  afar;  and  ye  that  are  upon 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  listen  together.  For  verily  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto  all  men. 


There  are  two  kinds  of  discontent  in 
this  world:  the  discontent  that  works, 
and  the  discontent  that  wrings  its  hands. 
The  first  gets  what  it  wants,  and  the 
second  loses  what  it  has.  There’s  no  cure 
for  the  first  but  success;  and  there’s  no 
cure  at  all  for  the  second. — Gordon 
Graham . 

I  never  make  the  mistake  of  arguing 
with  people  for  whose  opinions  I  have 
no  respect. — Gibbon . 


THE  FOUR  GREAT  LAWS 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Once  there  was  an  obscure  peasant 
youth  who  early  in  his  boyhood  felt  an 
inner  urge  to  express  himself  musically. 
He  purchased  a  Jew’s  harp.  With  this 
crude  instrument  he  made  the  evening  air 


Elder  Nephi  Jensen 


“hideous”  to  the  neighbors  and  the  folks 
at  home.  He  made  little  or  no  artistic 
progress. 

One  day  he  heard  that  a  noted  violinist 
was  going  to  give  a  concert  at  a  music 
hall  in  a  nearby  city.  The  boy  attended 
the  concert.  He  listened  with  rapture 
to  the  master’s  playing.  As  he  listened 
there  came  into  his  heart  the  stirring 
thought,  “To  be  able  to  play  as  this  master 
plays  would  be  the  supreme  achievement.” 
The  thought  intensified  into  a  conviction. 
He  went  away  from  the  concert  saying  in 
his  heart,  “I  believe  I  shall  become  a 
master  violinist.” 

This  newly  awakened  faith  led  him  to 
think  of  his  past  crude  performance  on 
the  Jew’s  harp  in  comparison  with  the 
splendid  artistry  of  the  master  violinist. 
Out  of  this  comparison  came  a  deep  regret 
for  the  wasted  time  and  lost  opportunities. 
This  regret  helped  to  intensify  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  become  a  great  violinist. 

He  resolved  to  register  at  the  school  of 
the  master.  After  working  hard  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  means  of  paying  the  tuition,  he 
became  a  student  under  the  tutelage  of 
the  noted  artist.  Under  the  daily  in¬ 
struction  of  the  master  the  boy  became 
completely  awakened  to  the  sublimity  of 
real  music.  This  intensified  spirit  of 
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music  drove  him  irresistibly  onward  and 
upward  to  the  heights  of  artistic  achieve¬ 
ment. 

This  is  a  simple  story,  and  yet  it 
reveals  in  operation  the  four  basic  laws  of 
all  progress. 

The  first  principle  that  came  into  the 
life  of  the  boy  was  faith.  Faith  is  the 
first  great  principle  of  progress,  not  merely 
because  some  one  dogmatically  says  so. 
It  is  the  first  because  no  other  principle 
can  take  its  place  as  the  basic  incentive 
to  progressive  action.  No  one  starts  to 
strive  for  the  realization  of  an  ideal 
until  he  has  soul-moving  faith  in  that 
ideal. 

The  second  principle  that  stirred  the 
heart  of  the  boy  was  repentance.  He 
regretted  his  wasted  time  and  neglected 
opportunities.  This  regret  became  a  gold¬ 
en  spur  that  goaded  him  to  intensified 
action. 

Repentance  is  the  second  basic  princi¬ 
ple  of  progress  not  simply  because  some 
book  says  so.  Repentance  follows  faith 
as  a  matter  of  logical  sequence.  It  is 
not  until  we  sincerely  regret  our  neglects 
and  mistakes  that  we  turn  from  them. 
This  regret  that  turns  us  from  our  blun¬ 
dering  ways  is  awakened  by  intensified 
faith  in  the  better  way. 

The  third  principle  that  came  into  the 
life  of  the  youth  follows  the  second  in 
natural  sequence.  As  soon  as  the  youth 
had  determined  to  attain  artistic  distinc¬ 
tion  he  registered  at  the  school  of  the 
master  artist.  Or  in  other  words  he 
formed  an  alliance  with  some  one  who 
could  effectively  promote  his  musical  ad¬ 
vancement. 

It  is  not  mere  dogma  to  say  that  the 
formation  of  an  alliance  with  agencies 
that  can  aid  our  progress  is  the  third  law 
of  progressive  living.  It  is  the  statement 
of  a  great  fundamental  truth. 

The  fourth  principle  of  the  youth's 
development  was  his  artistic  awakening. 
Under  the  tutelage  of  the  master  and  the 
life  giving  power  of  the  spirit  of  music, 
the  soul  of  the  youth  was  awakened  to  the 
sublimity  of  real  art.  The  artistic  spirit 
came  upon  him,  and  took  possession  of 
him  and  transformed  and  dominated  his 
every  thought  and  aspiration;  and  drove 
him  irresistibly  onward  and  upward  to 
artistic  fame. 

It  is  significant  that  these  four  great 
laws  are  the  ones  upon  which  the  divine 


Master  built  his  whole  philosophy  of 
human  progress,  purification  and  exhala¬ 
tion.  In  his  perfect  plan  of  salvation, 
faith  in  Christ — the  perfect  pattern  of 
life  is  given  the  first  place.  Repentance 
that  purifies  the  heart  and  converts  the 
soul  comes  next.  This  faith-inspired  re¬ 
pentance  prepares  us  for  entrance  into 
God's  eternal  university  of  spiritual  pro¬ 
gress  and  ennoblement. 

Baptism,  fittingly  symbolizing  renun¬ 
ciation  of  and  death  to  the  old  evil  life: 
and  rising  from  the  watery  grave,  be¬ 
tokening  a  new  life,  is  the  beautiful  or¬ 
dinance  by  which  we  are  inducted  into  the 
devine  Master's  great  school  of  endless 
progress. 

In  this  school  we  are  given  by  author¬ 
ized  confirmation,  the  ceaseless  assistance 
of  the  one  perfect  teacher — the  “Spirit 
of  Truth."  By  the  effulgent  light  of 
the  Spirit  we  are  enlightened  and  given  the 
power  to  see  the  infinite  beauty  of  God's 
plan  for  our  eternal  advancement.  By 
the  life  giving  power  of  this  Spirit  our 
souls  are  awakened  and  we  become  so  in¬ 
tensely  alive  that  we  can  feel  the  joyous 
presence  of  God  of  all  power  and  goodness. 
And  by  the  purifying  and  transforming 
power  of  this  Spirit  our  souls  are  puri¬ 
fied  and  transformed  leaving  in  our  hearts 
only  the  pure  gold  of  holy  aspirations. 

Thus  we  obtain  the  light  of  light — the 
light  of  God,  and  the  life  of  life — the 
life  of  God;  and  attain  to  the  purest  aspect 
of  culture — the  spiritual,  which  is  above 
and  greater  than  the  physical,  the  intellect¬ 
ual,  the  ethical  and  the  aesthetic.  The  fifth 
dimension  of  life  and  culture  is  the  distinc¬ 
tive  heritage  and  glory  of  those  who  ad¬ 
here  strictly  to  the  four  great  laws  of 
eternal  progress  and  ennoblement,  taught 
and  administered  by  the  true  servants  of 
God. 


I'd  rather  see  a  serifion  than  hear  one  any 
day, 

I'd  rather  one  should  walk  with  me  than 
merely  tell  the  way; 

The  eye's  a  better  pupil  and  more  willing 
than  the  ear, 

Fine  counsel  is  confusing,  but  example's 
always  clear. 

And  the  best  of  all  the  preachers  are  the 
men  who  live  their  creeds. 

For  to  see  good  put  into  action  is  what 
everybody  needs. 


— George  W.  Clark. 
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THE  MORE  ABUNDANT  LIFE 

By  ELDER  HUGH  B.  BROWN,  President  o!  ihe 
British  Mission 

The  abundant  life  is  eternally  becoming. 

It  is  not  fixed  and  static,  but  of  necessity 
is  ever  changing.  What  might  be  abund¬ 
ant  life  to  the  child  would,  if  unchanged, 
become  progressively  less  abundant  as  he 
matures.  It  is  a  state  of  being  where  con¬ 
stant  adjustments  are  necessary;  where 
one  is  ever  preparing  for  the  changing  con¬ 
ditions  of  tomorrow. 

The  abundant  life  is  the  joyous  life. 
One  must  be  healthy  to  be  happy.  The 
Lord's  law  of  health  promises  physical 
fitness  and  radiant  life.  It  is  the  teachable 
life,  the  life  of  awareness  and  apprecia¬ 
tion;  therefore,  education  helps  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  quality.  One  prepares  for  more 
abundant  living  by  gaining  knowledge, 
and  intelligence  will  be  his  glory. 

A  candidate  for  this  life  must  be  spirit¬ 
ually  responsive  and  in  tune.  He  requires 
diligence,  faith,  virtue,  knowledge,  tem¬ 
perance,  patience,  Godliness,  brotherly 
kindliness,  charity — if  his  life  is  to  be 
abundant  rather  than  barren. 

It  is  a  discerning  life  where  price  is  not 
confused  with  value;  where  tomorrow's 
happiness  will  not  be  marred  by  today's 
folly;  where  one  does  not  mortgage  the 
future  in  an  attempt  to  enjoy  immediate 
unearned  pleasures.  One  may  find  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  resist  some  desires  today  in  order 
that  tomorrow's  joy  might  be  full.  Liv¬ 
ing  the  abundant  life  today  involves  pre¬ 
paring  to  enjoy  it  tomorrow. 

The  past  as  well  as  the  future  deter¬ 
mines  the  measure  and  the  quality  of  life 
today,  and  each  holds  something  to  make 
it  more  abundant.  No  measure  of  time 
may  be  isolated  with  the  view  to  treating 
it  as  independent  of  what  was  and  is,  and 
is  to  be,  for  the  abundant  life  is  eternal 
life  and  eternity  is  now. 

The  life  wq  seek  is  lived  in  harmony 
with  law.  And  is  in  tune  with  God.  It 
is  ever  active,  but  not  impatient.  Be¬ 
cause  of  its  eternal  nature  it  is  lived  and 
measured  by  eternal  standards. 

In  order  to  fully  live  one  must  believe 
in  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as  a  plan  form¬ 
ulated  for  his  good  and  operative  both 
before  and  after  his  earth  life.  It  is  a  plan 
which  requires  his  participation  and  deter¬ 


mines  'his  dividends  by  the  nature  of  his 
daily  investments.  This  life  is  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  a  day,  a  year,  a  period,  or  a  lifetime, 
but  is  a  part  of  that  eternal  plan  in  which 
each  day  is  conditioned  by  the  preceding 
one,  and  in  turn  conditions  that  which  is 
to  follow. 

The  candidate  must  believe  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  ‘free  agency’  and  accountability.  He 
must  recognize  the  inexorable  law  of  the 
harvest,  and  those  other  irrevocable  laws 
upon  which  all  blessings  are  predicted,  and 
let  obedience  be  his  watchword.  He  must 
seek  to  know  something  of  what  lies  be¬ 
yond  the  hills  on  both  sides  of  the  valley 
of  life.  He  will  seek  inspiration  and  be 
guided  by  revelation. 

With  this  conception  of  the  abundant 
life,  one  comes  to  see  the  possibility  of  en¬ 
joying  it  here  and  now.  Though  he  may 
not  have  all  the  things  he  desires,  and 
though  some  of  his  best  laid  plans  may 
not  succeed,  his  life  may  be  rich  and  radiant 
if  he  will  get  the  broader  view  afforded  by 
higher  ground.  His  life  is  abundant  if  he 
is  making  the  best  use  of  the  experience 
of  the  past  and  proper  provision  for  the 
future.  The  abundant  life  is  a  growing 
life — virile,  positive,  hopeful,  healthful, 
achieving — where  each  today  is  beter  than 
yesterday;  where  there  is  no  stagnation  or 
decay;  where  the  better  self  controls  desire: 
where  “there  is  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound 
body,  controlled  by  a  God  filled  soul.” 

This  life  is  available  to  all,  for  “men 
are  that  they  might  have  joy,”  and  there 
is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  marks  the 
way  to  this  life  which  all  men  desire.  The 
Savior  came  that  we  might  have  it.  He 
gave  us  the  faultuess  formula.  He  demon¬ 
strated  by  His  own  life  that  it  may  be 
achieved  under  conditions  which  men 
would  term  adverse.  He  lived  the  abund¬ 
ant  life.  His  hunger  was  to  give,  and  not 
to  get.  He  did  not  seek  material  things, 
but  reminded  us  that  “a  man’s  life  con¬ 
sisted  not  of  the  abundance  of  things 
which  he  possessed. ”  Abundance  of  things 
is  not  essential  to  abundant  living. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  provides  ways  and  means  for  all 
its  members  to  live  the  more  abundant 
life.  It  fosters  education.  It  encourages 
participation.  It  is  guided  by  revelation 
and  holds  high  the  ideal  of  perfection. 
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Daring  to  declare,  "As  God  is  man  may  be¬ 
come"  and  willing  to  pay  the  price,  we 
seek  the  more  abundant  life. 


THE  NATION'S  DRINK  BILL 


Conservative  estimates  of  the  gross  cost 
of  alcoholic  beverages,  based  upon  official 
figures  of  liquor  withdrawn  for  consump¬ 
tion  in  the  years  1933  to  1937,  show  a 
total  value  of  $12,41 7,790,860.  This 
enormous  sum  was  paid  by  the  people  to 
the  liquor  makers  and  distributors  during 
54  months.  The  money  spent  for  al¬ 
coholic  drinks  since  repeal  in  1933,  if  put 
into  buildings  would  have  added  more 
than  3,000,000  new  homes  to  the  housing 
totals  for  those  years. 

The  building  of  that  many  additional 
homes  would,  as  the  President  put  it  in 
his  message  to  Congress,  help  greatly  to 
solve  the  unemployment  problem.  If  this 
vast  sum  could  be  spent  for  things  of  value 
it  would  add  materially  to  the  people's 
purchasing  power  and  increase  orders  for 
all  kinds  of  goods. 

Furthermore,  the  direct  costs  of  liquor 
are  not  the  only  costs.  Thousands  of 
lives  are  taken  annually  on  our  streets  and 
highways  by  drunken  drivers,  crime  is  in¬ 
creased  and  liquor-bred  social  evils  place 
heavy  tax  burdens  upon  the  people.  In¬ 
stead  of  adding  to  prosperity,  liquor  takes 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  $5  for 
every  dollar  it  turns  back  into  the  public 
treasury. 

But  far  beyond  the  monetary  loss  oc¬ 
casioned  by  liquor,  is  the  blighting  and 
degrading  effect  it  has  upon  men  and 
women  who  become  its  victims.  It  is  the 
wrecker  of  homes  and  women  and  children 
suffer  distress  and  humiliation  from  its 
ravages.  Liquor  blights  everybody  that  it 
touches.  It  hurts  its  users,  physically, 
mentally  and  morally.  If  used  to  excess  it 
degrades  men  to  the  level  of  the  beast  of 
the  field.  A  drunken  nation,  like  a 
drunken  individual,  is  a  disgrace  to  civili¬ 
zation.  "Give  strong  drink  unto  him  that 
is  ready  to  perish,"  says  the  proverb. 

— Deseret  News. 


Now,  in  the  first  place,  if  you  put  your 
life  in  God's  hands  and  do  so  happen  to 
have  the  misfortune  of  accident  you  will 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  situation  for  God 
will  be  there  without  calling. 


THE  ATHEIST 

A  class-mate  of  mine  in  college  boasted 
himself  an  atheist.  Not  content  with  per¬ 
sistent  and  to  others  annoying  declarations 
of  his  unbelief,  he  tried  to  belittle  his  fel¬ 
lows,  and  spoke  disparagingly  of  the  re¬ 
straint  and  bondage  under  which  they 
lived — all  in  fear  of  offending  their  God. 
He  took  delight  in  directing  his  barbless 
shafts  at  myself  because  I  had  refused  to 
join  him  in  sinful  orgies  and  debauchery. 
One  night,  at  a  little  party  of  students,  he 
was  more  voluble  and  offensively  boister¬ 
ous  than  usual.  I  challenged  him  to  answer 
definitely  two  plain  questions.  All  the 
fellows  present  were  attentive;  perforce  he 
assented.  Addressing  him  I  said:  "Fledg- 
ley,  let  us  assume  or  suppose  that  this  is 
your  last  night  on  earth,  and  mine.  Sup¬ 
pose  that  when  we  leave  this  house,  you 
and  I,  we  are  run  down  and  meet  instant 
death.  Now  tell  me  frankly,  which  of  us 
has  had  the  better  part  of  life,  you  with 
your  godless  craze  for  pleasure  or  I?"  He 
answered  promptly:  "You,"  he  said. 
"I  admit  that  your  belief  in  God,  and  your 
efforts  to  live  according  to  that  belief,  have 
brought  you  happiness  and  joy  which  have 
never  been  mine.  Now  for  your  next 
question." 

"Assume  again,  Fledgely,  that  you  and 
I  meet  death  together  tonight;  and  then 
we  find  that  though  our  bodies  are  lifeless 
we  still  live,  find  that  there  is  a  God  who 
can  call  us  to  account,  and  that  the  life 
we  live  beyond  death  is  in  large  measure 
the  result  of  the  life  we  have  led  here." 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  completing  my 
remarks  with  the  intended  question — as  to 
the  worth  of  his  unbelief  in  the  realm  of 
the  living  dead — for  my  atheistical  friend 
paled  at  the  suggestion,  and  clapping  his 
hand  upo^  his  brow  exclaimed:  “Oh 
my  God,  grant  that  it  be  not  sol" 

What  of  the  atheist — calling  upon 
God  in  appealing  fervency?  And  what 
of  that  atheist's  impassioned  prayer — ask¬ 
ing  God  to  grant  that  there  be  no  God? 
To  my  ears,  in  comforting  and  assuring 
tone,  came  the  words  of  the  Psalmist: 
"The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart ,  ' There 
is  no  God /  " — Dr.  James  E.  Talmage. 


Anyone  can  sin;  but  it  takes  an  alert 
mind  to  stay  on  the  right  track. 
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The  Primaries  and  Secondaries  of  Life 


IN  THE  SWEAT  OF  THY  FACE 
shall  thou  eat  bread/'  was  said  to 
Adam  as  he  and  Eve  were  driven  from 
the  Garden  of  Eden.  The  sentence  of 
Physical  toil  then  pronounced  upon  the 
race  of  men  has  never  been  commuted,  but 
has  come  down  through  the  ages  and  is  in 
full  force  in  our  day.  It  was  pronounced 
as  a  judgment,  but  like  the  so-called  “fall 
of  man"  of  which  it  is  a  factor,  it  has 
proved  to  be  a  supreme  benefaction. 

When  the  sturdy  Mormon  pioneers  en¬ 
tered  Salt  Lake  Valley  and  under  the 
leadership  of  that  indomitable  colonizer, 
Brigham  Young,  began  laying  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  great  commonwealth  in  the  midst 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  policy  that 
dominated  the  entire  program  was  that 
every  one  must  work.  So  thoroughly 
was  this  principle  emphasized  that  the  con¬ 
cept  of  Mormonism  is  impregnated  with 
and  inseperable  from  the  spirit  of  industry. 
Illustrative  of  this  is  the  adoption  of 
Deseret  (honey  bee)  as  the  name  of  the 
state  they  hoped  to  have  chartered,  and 
of  the  beehive  as  its  emblem.  When  the 
Church  was  less  than  a  year  old,  the  Lord 
said  to  its  members  through  their  prophet, 
“Thou  shalt  not  be  idle;  for  he  that  is 
idle  shall  not  eat  the  bread  nor  wear  the 
garments  of  the  laborer."  One  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  teachings  of  the  Church  is  that 
each  man  who  is  physically  able,  shall  care 
for  himself  and  his  own,  and  thereby  feel 
the  joyous  thrill  which  comes  with  the 
realization  of  independent  life  and  self- 
reliance.  Just  now  the  Church  is  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  because  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  principle. 

But  there  are  some  who  seem  to  allow 
this  worthy  attribute  to  become  dominant 
in  their  lives  to  the  exclusion  of  some 


other  things  of  even  greater  value.  We 
are  living  in  what  is  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  a  “bread  and  butter"  world,  and 
some  seem  to  assume  that  the  acquiring  of 
“bread  and  butter" — the  economic  proper¬ 
ties  or  physical  comforts,  is  the  great  ob¬ 
jective  of  life.  It  is  well  to  possess  the 
good  things  of  earth  life,  but  it  is  a  mis¬ 
take  to  allow  them  to  possess  us  and  cap¬ 
tivate  our  entire  interest  and  energy.  Too 
often  there  is  seen  a  tendency  to  measure 
a  man  by  the  amount  of  worldly  goods 
he  has  acquired. 

He  who  made  the  earth  and  formulated 
the  program  for  man  who  lives  upon  it, 
in  due  course  came  here  and  gave  us  a 
pattern  of  life.  By  a  study  of  his  teachings 
we  learn  that  life  is  eternal  and  that  here 
and  now  we  are  passing  through  but  one 
very  short  though  important  segment  of  it. 
To  allow  the  conditions  characteristic  of 
the  here  and  now  to  completely  absorb 
our  thought  and  energy  is  as  unwise  as  to 
picture  an  elephant  by  the  feel  of  its  tail. 

To  him  of  the  parable  who  was  obcessed 
with  the  ambition  to  acquire  worldly 
goods  and  who  exulted  in  their  possession, 
the  Lord  said:  “Thou  fool,  this  night  thy 
soul  shall  be  required  of  thee,  then  whose 
shall  those  things  be,  which  thou  hast 
provided?  So  is  he  who  layeth  up  trea¬ 
sures  unto  himself,  and  is  not  rich  unto 
God."  “A  man’s  life,"  He  said, 
“consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  possesseth,"  for,  “life  is 
more  than  meat,  and  the  body  is  more  than 
raiment. 

In  that  rich  collection  of  divine  instruc¬ 
tion  now  famed  as  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  the  Master  said:  “Lay  not  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  upon  earth,  where 
moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
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thieves  break  through  and  steal;  but  lay 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt, 
and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
and  steal;  for  where  your  treasure  is  there 
will  your  heart  be  also.” 

He  whose  heart  is  so  set  upon  the  things 
of  mortal  life  that  he  has  neither  time 
nor  inclination  to  contemplate  and  com¬ 
mune  with  immortality  can  have  no  com¬ 
prehension  of  the  meaning  and  purpose  of 
life — he  is  a  mariner  in  the  midst  of  the 
sea  without  a  compass;  he  set  out  for  port 
— a  sure  haven  of  security,  but  the  song 
of  the  siren  has  made  him  forget  his 
destination. 

This  is  not  a  dream  world  in  which  we 
live.  Life  is  fraught  with  stern  reality  and 
should  be  lived  in  realistic  way.  But  there 
is  probably  nothing  more  real  about  it 
than  that  this  mortal  segment  of  it  will 
soon  come  to  an  end.  Life  itself  will  go 
on  and  will  find  expression  according  to 
the  experiences  that  have  gone  into  its 
making.  Gold  and  silver,  houses  and 
lands,  stocks  and  bonds  acquired  here  will 
be  left  behind;  but  intelligence,  love,  virtue, 
truth,  knowledge  of  God  and  eternal  life  in 
the  realms  into  which  we  merge — these  will 
go  with  us  and  become  our  endowment 
for  the  new  phase  of  life  which  will  have 
no  end. 

The  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  that  “To  be 
carnally  minded  is  death;  but  to  be  spirit¬ 
ually  minded  is  life  and  peace.”  Again  he 
says,  “What  man  knoweth  the  things  of 
man  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in 
him?  Even  so  the  things  of  God  know¬ 
eth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of  God.”  If 
then,  we  would  know  of  things  pertaining 
to  God  and  the  eternal  life  which  we  must 
all  live,  we  should  cultivate  the  spirit  of 
God  and  strive  to  make  it  our  daily  com¬ 
panion. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  has  been  given 
not  only  the  Spirit  of  God  “which  giveth 
life  to  all  things”  but  the  added  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands.  This  great  spiritual  endowment 
should  set  them  apart  from  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  their  understanding  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  life  and  its  meaning.  But  the 
light  of  the  spirit  will  shine  within  one’s 
soul  only  as  it  is  given  encouragement  and 
cultivation.  Daily  communication  with 


the  Father  of  light,  daily  striving  to  do 
His  will  and  follow  the  path  of  life  He  has 
marked  out,  consecration  of  time  and 
means  to  Him  and  His  work,  and  constant 
study  of  things  pertaining  to  God’s  great 
plan  of  life — these  will  make  the  light  that 
is  in  man  grow  “brighter  and  brighter 
until  the  perfect  day.” 

A  cobbler  once  asked  what  was  his  busi¬ 
ness,  replied;  “My  business  is  to  serve  the 
Lord,  and  I  cobble  shoes  for  a  living  while 
I  do  it.”  This,  it  would  seem,  represents 
the  proper  relationship  between  the  spirit¬ 
ual  and  the  temporal  objectives  of  life. 
Let  us  not  confuse  the  primary  with  the 
secondary,  but  put  first  things  first. 

“For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall 
lose  it;  but  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  and  the  gospel’s,  the  same 
shall  save  it.  For  what  shall  it  profit  a 
man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 
his  own  soul?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give 
in  exchange  for  his  soul?” — E.L.M. 


CHURCH  ORGANIZATION  IN  ALASKA 

President  Nibley  of  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission  reports  that  for  the  first 
time,  the  work  of  the  Church  in  Alaska 
has  been  put  in  organized  form 

Lorin  J.  Oldroyd,  director  of  the  ex¬ 
tension  division  of  the  University  of 
Alaska  has  been  set  apart  to  preside  over 
the  Saints  in  Alaska.  Murray  Shields, 
head  of  the  economics  department  of  the 
University,  was  appointed  president  of  the 
Fairbanks  Branch  and  Erastus  Peterson  and 
Little  O.  Tolman  will  serve  as  counselors. 
A  Relief  Society  was  also  organized. 
- ■  ■■  ■ 

“Wo  unto  you  rich  men,  that  will  not 
give  your  substance  to  the  poor,  for  your 
riches  will  canker  your  souls;  and  this 
shall  be  your  lamentation  in  the  day  of 
visitation,  and  of  judgment,  and  of  in¬ 
dignation;  The  harvest  is  past,  the  sum¬ 
mer  is  ended,  and  my  soul  is  not  saved! 

“Wo  unto  you  poor  men,  whose  hearts 
are  not  broken,  whose  spirits  are  not  con¬ 
trite,  and  whose  bellies  are  not  satisfied, 
and  whose  hands  are  not  stayed  from  lay¬ 
ing  hold  upon  other  men’s  goods,  whose 
eyes  are  full  of  greediness,  and  who  will 
not  labor  with  your  own  hands!” — Doc¬ 
trine  and  Covenants,  56:16-17 . 


108 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  5 


thieves  break  through  and  steal;  but  lay 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  in  heaven, 
where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt, 
and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through 
and  steal;  for  where  your  treasure  is  there 
will  your  heart  be  also.” 

He  whose  heart  is  so  set  upon  the  things 
of  mortal  life  that  he  has  neither  time 
nor  inclination  to  contemplate  and  com¬ 
mune  with  immortality  can  have  no  com¬ 
prehension  of  the  meaning  and  purpose  of 
life — he  is  a  mariner  in  the  midst  of  the 
sea  without  a  compass;  he  set  out  for  port 
— a  sure  haven  of  security,  but  the  song 
of  the  siren  has  made  him  forget  his 
destination. 

This  is  not  a  dream  world  in  which  we 
live.  Life  is  fraught  with  stern  reality  and 
should  be  lived  in  realistic  way.  But  there 
is  probably  nothing  more  real  about  it 
than  that  this  mortal  segment  of  it  will 
soon  come  to  an  end.  Life  itself  will  go 
on  and  will  find  expression  according  to 
the  experiences  that  have  gone  into  its 
making.  Gold  and  silver,  houses  and 
lands,  stocks  and  bonds  acquired  here  will 
be  left  behind;  but  intelligence,  love,  virtue, 
truth,  knowledge  of  God  and  eternal  life  in 
the  realms  into  which  we  merge — these  will 
go  with  us  and  become  our  endowment 
for  the  new  phase  of  life  which  will  have 
no  end. 

The  Apostle  Paul  tells  us  that  “To  be 
carnally  minded  is  death;  but  to  be  spirit¬ 
ually  minded  is  life  and  peace.”  Again  he 
says,  “What  man  knoweth  the  things  of 
man  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in 
him?  Even  so  the  things  of  God  know¬ 
eth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of  God.”  If 
then,  we  would  know  of  things  pertaining 
to  God  and  the  eternal  life  which  we  must 
all  live,  we  should  cultivate  the  spirit  of 
God  and  strive  to  make  it  our  daily  com¬ 
panion. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  has  been  given 
not  only  the  Spirit  of  God  “which  giveth 
life  to  all  things”  but  the  added  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands.  This  great  spiritual  endowment 
should  set  them  apart  from  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  their  understanding  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  life  and  its  meaning.  But  the 
light  of  the  spirit  will  shine  within  one's 
soul  only  as  it  is  given  encouragement  and 
cultivation.  Daily  communication  with 


the  Father  of  light,  daily  striving  to  do 
His  will  and  follow  the  path  of  life  He  has 
marked  out,  consecration  of  time  and 
means  to  Him  and  His  work,  and  constant 
study  of  things  pertaining  to  God’s  great 
plan  of  life — these  will  make  the  light  that 
is  in  man  grow  “brighter  and  brighter 
until  the  perfect  day.” 

A  cobbler  once  asked  what  was  his  busi¬ 
ness,  replied:  “My  business  is  to  serve  the 
Lord,  and  I  cobble  shoes  for  a  living  while 
I  do  it.”  This,  it  would  seem,  represents 
the  proper  relationship  between  the  spirit¬ 
ual  and  the  temporal  objectives  of  life. 
Let  us  not  confuse  the  primary  with  the 
secondary,  but  put  first  things  first. 

“For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall 
lose  it;  but  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  and  the  gospel's,  the  same 
shall  save  it.  For  what  shall  it  profit  a 
man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 
his  own  soul?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give 
in  exchange  for  his  soul?” — E.L.M. 


CHURCH  ORGANIZATION  IN  ALASKA 

President  Nibley  of  the  Northwestern 
States  Mission  reports  that  for  the  first 
time,  the  work  of  the  Church  in  Alaska 
has  been  put  in  organized  form 

Lorin  J.  Oldroyd,  director  of  the  ex¬ 
tension  division  of  the  University  of 
Alaska  has  been  set  apart  to  preside  over 
the  Saints  in  Alaska.  Murray  Shields, 
head  of  the  economics  department  of  the 
University,  was  appointed  president  of  the 
Fairbanks  Branch  and  Erastus  Peterson  and 
Little  O.  Tolman  will  serve  as  counselors. 
A  Relief  Society  was  also  organized. 

“Wo  unto  you  rich  men,  that  will  not 
give  your  substance  to  the  poor,  for  your 
riches  will  canker  your  souls;  and  this 
shall  be  your  lamentation  in  the  day  of 
visitation,  and  of  judgment,  and  of  in¬ 
dignation:  The  harvest  is  past,  the  sum¬ 
mer  is  ended,  and  my  soul  is  not  saved! 

“Wo  unto  you  poor  men,  whose  hearts 
are  not  broken,  whose  spirits  are  not  con¬ 
trite,  and  whose  bellies  are  not  satisfied, 
and  whose  hands  are  not  stayed  from  lay¬ 
ing  hold  upon  other  men’s  goods,  whose 
eyes  are  full  of  greediness,  and  who  will 
not  labor  with  your  own  hands!” — Doc¬ 
trine  and  Covenants,  56:16-17. 
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CANADIAN  MISSION 

ABEL  S.  RICH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT: -Gerald  Peterson,  President,  21 
Ontario  St.  South,  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

With  the  summer  passing  along,  the  activities  of  the 
district  are  well  under  way.  The  missionaries  are  filled 
with  enthusiasm,  especially  with  the  success  they  are 
finding  in  spreading  and  teaching  the  Gospel. 

Meetings  in  the  city  of  Brantford  have  again  been 
started  and  missionaries  sent  there  to  reopen  the  work. 
Elders  Moser  and  Glancy  find  a  profitable  field  there 
and  feel  that  much  good  can  be  accomplished  with 

their  friends  and  members. 

District  conference  was  held  last  month  in  Hamilton. 
The  theme,  "Fruits  of  Mormonism"  was  very  well 

chosen  and  dealt  with.  A  fine  crowd  was  in  attendance 
with  many  investigators  and  new  and  additional  spiritual 
food  was  received  by  all.  The  missionaries  in  Hamilton 
ere  enjoying  their  work  and  feel  that  the  Security  Plan 
there  will  be  an  aid  in  spreading  the  Gospel  and  in 
helping  the  members  to  see  more  clearly  the  need  of 
brotherly  love  and  cooperation. 

We  feel  that  the  labors  of  the  missionaries  in  Niagara 
Falls  for  the  past  year  or  two  are  about  to  produce  fruit. 

Two  or  three  families  are  investigating  the  Gospel  with 

real  intent  and  are  about  ready  for  baplism.  Elder 
Gardner  has  made  some  exceptionally  good  contacts 
with  prominent  business  men  of  the  city  and  has  had 
the  opportunity  to  speak  to  several  of  their  service 
clubs  and  also  at  various  church  organizations.  The 
Elders  are  also  engaged  in  country  trading  and  find 
it  very  interesting  and  profitable. 

In  St.  Cathrrines  E^er  Heninger  and  Pres.  Peterson 
are  finding  success  in  their  work.  Three  or  four  families 
are  about  ready  for  baptism.  Study  classes  and  Pri¬ 
maries  are  gaining  in  favor  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
The  security  farm  is  helping  well  in  having  the  people 
cooperate.  The  Sunday  School  picnic  was  well  attended 
by  members  and  investigators  who  enjoyed  the  social 
contact,  the  sports,  and  general  activities.  We  are 
grateful  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  success  of  our 
labors  and  for  the  joy  and  happiness  we  find. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Marvin  S.  Taylor,  President, 
87  Peppier  St.,  Waterloo,  Ont. 

"Gone  but  not  forgoiten,"  are  Brother  and  Sister 
Alexander  McCance  and  family,  former  residents  of 
Hanover,  Ont.,  who  have  chosen  a  home  in  Albemarle, 
North  Carolina.  Their  valiant  spirit  and  untiring  ef¬ 
forts  have  left  a  deep  impression  upon  their  many  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

On  Sunday,  July  10,  a  favorable  spot  was  chosen 
along  the  Daugeen  river  in  Hanover  and  there  an  im¬ 
pressive  baptismal  service  was  held.  Francis  Ernest 
Banks  and  his  wife  Ivey  Ella  Banks  were  bapt;zed  by 
Pres.  Marvin  S.  Taylor/  their  son,  Francis  Harold  Banks, 
was  baptized  by  C  arence  Gould  Ellis  /  Sister  Wilhemina 
Elliott  was  baptized  by  Elder  Earl  L.  Moser.  Adding 
to  the  accomplishments  of  the  day  six  children  were 
blessed.  We  wish  to  welcome  them  all  into  the  Church 
and  know  they  will  receive  lasting  joy  if  faithful  to 
the  covenant  which  they  made. 


Sislers  Clara  Isaksen  and  Viola  Stock  are  now  labor¬ 
ing  in  Hanover  where  they  are  meeting  with  success 
among  the  young  people  through  athletic  sports,  such 
as  baseball  and  swimming. 

Our  hand  of  sympathy  is  extended  to  Brother  Job 
Oprel  of  Preston,  whose  son  William  was  instantly 
taken  away  on  July  10  when  his  molorcycle  collided 
with  an  automobile.  We  always  cherish  the  memory 
of  a  departed  loved  one;  so  the  dead  live  not  in 
heaven  alone,  but  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  love 
them. 

LONDON  DISTRICT Newel  K.  Brown,  President, 
203  Reciory  Si.,  London,  Oni. 

With  plenty  of  Canadian  sunshine  coming  down 
from  above,  and  our  hearts  full  of  sunshine  within,  we 
are  happily  engaged  in  sowing  the  Gospel  seed.  Our 
sincere  desire  is  that  the  seed  may  fall  in  "fertile  soil" 
that  many  may  enjoy  the  blessings  that  are  in  store 
for  those  who  accept  and  live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  are  pleased  with  what  is  being  accomplished 
in  the  two  new  fields  opened  to  the  work  last  month. 
In  Sarnia,  Elders  Newell  Dickson  and  Wayne  Tippetts 
have  begun  study  classes  with  two  different  groups  of 
friends.  They  appreciate  very  much  the  kind  assistance 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Herbert  Hobday  of  that  city. 

In  Leamington  which  was  also  opened  recently, 
Elders  Donald  Bingham  and  Mac  C.  Russell  report  a 
fine  reception  and  feel  that  they  are  being  richly  blessed 
in  their  effort  to  build  a  firm  foundation  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity  for  the  future  growth  of  the  Church. 

The  Windsor  Branch  recently  enjoyed  a  Relief  Society 
conference.  Though  few  in  number  the  little  group 
there  is  enjoying  many  of  the  fine  privileges  and  op¬ 
portunities  offered  by  that  organization. 

Sisters  Carma  Wilson  and  Lauretta  Stitt  of  Windsor 
are  acquainting  friends  with  Mormonism  and  the  West 
by  means  of  the  illustrated  lectures  they  are  success- 
fuly  presenilng  each  week.  A  new  means  of  getting 
our  literature  into  the  hands  of  people  who  may  not 
otherwise  be  reached  has  been  employed  by  these  two 
missionaries.  They  have  gained  permission  to  leave 
choice  bits  of  literature  in  doclors'  offices,  hospitals  and 
oiher  public  places  where  many  may  read  who  have 
very  litlle  opportunity  of  meeting  missionaries  per¬ 
sonally. 

An  interesting  project  has  been  carried  out  by  Sis¬ 
ters  Laurell  Hill  and  Ellen  Rich  in  regard  to  giving 
more  people  an  opportunity  of  reading  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  Realizing  the  importance  of  this  record  as  a 
missionary  and  feeling  the  necessity  of  bearing  their 
testimony  of  its  truthfulness,  they  have  used  it  to  tract 
with.  It  is  presented  in  much  the  same  manner  as  one 
would  a  tract,  by  first  introducing  oneself  and  then  in¬ 
troducing  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Through  this  means 
of  presentation  many  more  people  within  our  district 
are  having  the  privilege  of  learning  of  this  sacred 
record. 

In  the  city  of  London  the  newly  organized  Sunday 
School  is  progressing  favorably.  The  Lord  is  greatly 
blessing  us  in  helping  to  establish  this  organization 
here.  It  is  the  means  of  giving  the  children  and 
adults  alike  an  opportunity  of  self  development  and 
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spiritual  growth  that  has  not  hitherto  been  their  priv¬ 
ilege  to  enjoy. 

Sisters  Edith  Jamison  and  Dorothy  Andrews  are  meet¬ 
ing  each  week  with  some  young  ladies  in  a  class  for 
the  study  of  "Articles  of  Faith."  The  young  people 
attending  these  classes  are  fast  learning  the  truth  as 
taught  by  the  missionaries. 

We  are  all  well  and  happy  in  our  work  and  ex¬ 
tend  a  hearty  "hello"  with  greetings  from  the  "Land 
of  the  Maple  Leaf"  to  our  co-workers  everywhere. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT  :-S.  Arvid  Dodge,  President, 
785  Riverview  Ave.,  Verdun,  Quebec. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Montreal  District  are  happy 
in  the  work  they  are  doing  from  day  to  day.  New 
friends  are  being  made  daily  and  many  are  receiving* 
the  Gospel  principles  that  are  presented  to  them.  After 
reading  our  "best  missionary,"  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
several  have  made  such  comments  as:  "That  is  the, 
most  interesting  and  valuable  book  I  have  ever  read 
in  my  life/"  "I  enjoyed  the  book  very,  very  much  and 
would  like  to  have  you  come  back  and  tell  me  more 
of  your  religion  and  leave  me  other  reading  material." 
With  such  contacts  we  feel  that  the  Lord  is  blessing 
us  in  our  endeavors  to  bring  the  message  of  Truth  to 
the  Montreal  people. 

Elders  LeRoy  S.  Fairbanks  and  Glen  Carter  have 
started  another  class  in  Rosemont  and  are  pleased  with 
an  attendance  of  about  18. 

Pres.  S.  Arvid  Dodge  and  Elder  Ivan  Jensen  high- 
wayed  to  Drummondville,  Asbestos  and  East  Angus, 
Quebec,  visiting  and  showing  lecture  slides  to  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  in  the  various  cities.  They  were  happy 
to  find  the  members  still  in  good  spirit  and  bearing  a 
strong  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  The  testimonies  of  the 
missionaries  are  indeed  strengthened  by  meeting  people 
such  as  these,  who  have  been  separated  from  an 
organizd  branch  and  from  other  members  of  the! 
Church  for  years  and  still  stand  staunch  and  faithful 
to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Harold  W.  Blackmore,  Pres., 
224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

Signs  of  fruitful  progress  are  beginning  to  show  in 
the  various  fields  of  labor.  Much  joy  and  happiness 
has  been  the  reward  of  the  missionaries  for  their 
efforts  to  spread  the  Gospel. 

Sisters  Williams  and  Anderson  are  doing  very  fine 
work  in  their  new  tracting  district  and  are  finding 
success  in  holding  Primaries  with  the  younger  people. 

Sisters  Ashby  and  Brough  are  making  fine  progress 
with  their  tracting  and  are  doing  exceptionally  fine 
work  with  the  Primaries.  Sister  Ashby  is  in  charge  of 
organizing  an  M.  I.  A.  among  the  blind  of  Ottawa. 
She  is  making  good  progress  with  this  and  the  prospects 
of  spreading  the  Gospel  look  very  promising. 

Elder  Barton  is  continuing  to  do  a  fine  work  in  radio. 
He  is  broadcasting  six  times  a  week  over  three  dif¬ 
ferent  stations.  Much  favorable  comment  is  the  re¬ 

sult  of  these  broadcasts. 

Elders  Smith  and  Nelson  report  many  new  and  in¬ 
teresting  friends  as  the  result  of  work  in  the  new 
tracting  district  recently  opened.  They  feel  that  the 
Gospel  seed  is  being  planted  in  the  hearts  of  the 

people  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  give  them  the  de¬ 

sire  for  further  investigation. 

Elder  Blackmore  has  just  completed  a  tour  of  some 
of  the  outlying  towns  where  Saints  and  investigators 
live.  He  reports  them  all  in  the  best  of  health  and 
firm  in  the  faith. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  over  the  progress  that  is  being 
made  by  the  missionaries  here. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-LaVor  B.  Reed,  President,  36 
Femdale  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Conference  was  held  in  Toronto,  June  26,  with  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Sister  Rich  and  all  the  missionaries  of  the! 
district  in  attendance.  Two  very  inspiring  meetings 
were  held. 

Pres.  Rich  and  Pres.  Reed  just  recently  made  a  tour 
of  the  Saints  in  the  northern  part  of  Ontario.  The 
Saints  and  friends  in  Angus,  Bracebridge,  North  Bay, 
Cobalt,  and  Timmins  were  very  glad  to  have  us  meet 
with  them.  They  were  especially  happy  to  see  and  hear 
the  Mission  President.  This  picturesque  country  of 


the  north  makes  one  realize  God's  handiwork  and  the 
beauty  of  nature. 

Pres.  Reed  recently  baptized  and  confirmed  Aubrey 
Williams  a  member  of  the  Church.  We  wish  him  hap¬ 
piness  through  active  participation  in  the  Church. 

Elders  Harper  and  Tanner  who  are  laboring  in  Peter- 
boro  report  that  they  are  meeting  with  fine  success. 
They  are  also  keeping  in  contact  with  the  Saints  who 
are  scattered  in  the  surrounding  towns. 

Elders  Redd  and  Yales  are  finding  a  great  deal  of 
success  in  showing  the  slides  to  their  tracting  friends. 
Elders  Hancock  and  Smith  have  been  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  evening  trading.  They  report  that  from 
six  to  eight  in  the  evening  is  a  very  receptive  time 
for  tracting.  They  have  also  found  success  in  showing 
the  slides.  The  four  Elders  here  in  Trotonto  have  re¬ 
ported  very  fine  success  in  their  trips  to  Bracebridge 
and  other  outlying  towns  where  the  Saints  live.  They 
have  been  blessed  in  their  highwaying  and  report  many 
opportunities  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Sisters  Madsen  and  Hansen  are  doing  a  good  work 
in  their  tracting  here  in  the  city  of  Toronto.  They} 
have  lent  quite  a  number  of  Books  of  Mormon  and 
"Articles  of  Faith."  Sisters  Harrison  and  Neiderer  have 
opened  up  a  new  tracting  district  in  the  west  end  of 
Toronto  and  find  the  people  interested  and  glad  to 
hear  their  message.  They  are  having  success  with  their 
study  classes. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Benjamin  C.  Olsen  — From  Springville,  Utah,  to  Toronto. 
Virgil  H.  Smith -From  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Toronto. 
Raymond  H.  Anderson —  From  Clearfield,  U.,  to  Montreal. 
Lyle  M.  Christensen  —  From  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  to  Montreal. 
TRANSFERS 

Gerald  Peterson —  From  Toronto  to  Hamilton  District. 
Reece  B.  Gibb  — From  Toronto  to  Montreal  District. 
William  S.  Redd  — From  Toronto  to  London  District. 
Virgil  M.  Hancock  — From  Toronto  to  Kitchener  District. 
Glen  W.  Carter -From  Montreal  to  Kitchener  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Gerald  L.  Peterson -To  succeed  S.  LeVan  Kimball  as 
president  of  the  Hamilton  District. 

Reece  B.  Gibb  — To  succeed  S.  Arvid  Dodge  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Montreal  District. 

RELEASES 

S.  LeVan  Kimball  of  Hamilton -Home,  Safford,  Arizona. 
S.  Arvid  Dodge  of  Montreal  -  Home,  Safford,  Arizona. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

OFFICE :- Marva  Cram,  Stenographer. 

We  were  highly  favored  by  a  visit  from  President 
and  Sister  David  O.  McKay/  and  Superintendent  George 
D.  Pyper.  It  is  a  joy  and  a  privilege  to  meet  these 
inspired  men  and  to  hear  their  faith  promoting  testi¬ 
monies  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  everlasting  Gospel. 
Their  stories  of  humorous  experiences  as  well  as  the 
serious  ones  denote  a  full  and  abundant  life. 

Sister  Nina  Belle  Tenney  recently  released  from  her 
mission  duties,  was  honored,  June  7,  at  the  Mission 
Home  in  a  successful  party,  at  which  many  of  her 
friends  were  present  to  express  their  appreciation  and 
to  bid  her  Godspeed  on  her  journey  to  the  West  and 
through  her  career  in  life.  Sister  Tenney  has  made 
an  outstanding  record  in  the  mission  field.  We  deeply 
appreciate  the  services  she  has  rendered  to  this  mis¬ 
sion.  May  her  pleasing  personality  continue  to  be  a 
beacon  light  unto  all  with  whom  she  comes  in  contact. 

The  Chicago  wards  sponsored  an  enjoyable  celebra¬ 
tion  on  July  4  at  Humbolt  Park.  The  missionaries  took 
part  in  the  ball  games,  horseshoe  pitching  contest  and 
other  enjoyable  activities. 

Due  to  the  illness  of  President  Hinckley,  Elders  Mit¬ 
chell  and  Young  were  assigned  to  the  North  Ohio  con¬ 
ference,  held  at  Akron.  They  reported  an  enjoyable 
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conference  and  fine  progress  in  the  North  Ohio  District. 
We  are  happy  to  report  complete  recovery  of  our  be¬ 
loved  president. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  back  to  the  office  our 
Mission  Mother  who  has  been  in  Wisconsin  doing  ac¬ 
tual  missionary  work,  trading,  visiting  investigators, 
holding  cottage  meetings,  etc.  She  returns  with  new 
ideas  and  many  suggestions  for  effective  missionary 
work. 

EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:  -  Hymm  C.  DeLoney, 
President. 

Elders  Blake  and  Neilson  have  been  calling  at  various 
towns  to  secure  permission  to  hold  "park  meetings." 
When  they  contacted  the  mayor  of  one  town  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  they  found  him  very  cordial  but  he  stated  that 
the  parks  were  not  being  used  for  religious  purposes. 
However,  when  he  was  told  that  it  was  the  "Mormon 
Church"  that  wanted  the  use  of  the  parks,  he  quickly4 
consented.  It  seems  that  the  mayor  owns  a  ranch  in 
Arizona  and  has  many  fine  Mormon  friends  located 
around  his  ranch.  Because  of  their  fair  and  honest 
living  he  has  learned  to  greatly  respect  and  admire 
them.  After  a  long  conversation  he  said:  "We  have 
three  parks  here,  you  are  welcome  to  use  any  one  you 
want." 

The  Elders  then  "looked  the  parks  over,"  and  decided 
on  one  that  was  rather  centrally  located  — the  most 
popular  park  in  the  town.  There  was  not  a  socket  in 
which  they  could  attach  their  plug  for  current,  that 
they  might  use  the  picture  machine.  Again  the  mayox 
was  contacted  and  again  he  gladly  made  the  neces¬ 
sary  arrangements. 

This  experience  brought  to  mind  the  words  of  the 
Savior  when  he  said,  "Ye  shall  know  them  by  their 
fruits." —  Matt.  7:16.  This  city  official  judged  the  Mor¬ 
mons  by  the  ones  with  whom  he  had  been  associated. 
It  was  the  impression  made  by  his  Arizona  neighbors 
that  made  his  attitude  favorable  toward  the  Elders  and 
their  work. 

One  hundred  eager  people  turned  out  to  hear  the 
story  of  Mormonism,  and  the  hearts  of  the  missionaries 
were  indeed  full  of  gratitude. 

EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT :-Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

The  sacred  songs  of  Mormonism  are  again  heard 
along  the  "Mormon  Trail"  through  Iowa.  The  "Deseret 
Quartet"  is  singing  those  beautiful  hymns  in  the  lo¬ 
cations  where,  less  than  a  century  ago,  a  group  of 
courageous  and  hardy  pioneers  lifted  their  voices  in' 
songs  of  praise  to  their  Heavenly  Father  as  they  stood 
around  the  friendly  camp-fire  in  the  center  of  their 
circle  of  covered  wagons. 

Many  of  the  people  of  Mystic,  Moulton,  Centerville, 
and  other  towns  of  the  southern  border  of  Iowa,  situated 
and  built  along  the  "Old  Mormon  Trail,"  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  beautiful  hymns  and  the 
precious  truths  of  the  Gospel  as  presented  by  the 
missionaries  of  this  district.  Many  have  expressed  their 
pleasure  in  having  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  truths 
of  Mormonism  so  interestingly  explained,  and  the  songs 
so  harmoniously  sung. 

Members  of  the  quartet  are,  Elders  Alfred  Trauffer, 
Don  L.  Rushton,  Carl  G.  Freeman,  and  Ferrel  E.  Carter. 
Elder  Keith  M.  Stock,  who  acts  as  commentator  for  the* 
programs,  is  in  charge  of  our  public  address  system, 
which  is  being  used  so  effectively  in  presenting  our 
message.  Elders  Darwin  Costley  and  Gene  S.  Merk- 
ley,  "contact  men"  for  the  quartet,  have  been  making 
successful  arrangements. 

To  the  sincere  seeker  after  truth,  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon  will  reveal  the  strongest  evidences  for  the  divinity 
of  Mormonism.  The  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Florence 
Jones  and  Mary  Furr,  of  Rock  Island  have  expressed 
their  joy  in  realizing  exceptional  success  in  lending  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 

We  heartily  welcome  in  the  fold  of  Christ,  Sisters' 
Adele  S.  Heckel,  Lucile  S.  Floerchinger,  Christina  Spang¬ 
ler,  Leone  Reynolds,  and  Audrey  Lou  Jones.  We  en¬ 
courage  them  in  their  continuous  search  for  truth. 

We  are  saddened  at  the  death  of  Sister  Charlotte 
Dempster  who  passed  away  June  30.  She  was  a  dear 
old  lady  of  83  years.  We  pray  her  loved  ones  will 
be  comforted  in  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be  able 


to  enjoy  her  association  in  a  more  perfect  sphere  in 
the  future. 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT: -Dwight  Loosli,  President. 

The  branch  conference  held  in  Rhinelander  on  July 
3  and  4  was  the  occasion  for  a  surprise  visit  from 
President  and  Sister  Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  At  this  lima 
the  branch  was  organized  and  Brother  Harry  Oakley" 
set  apart  as  president.  That  evening  President  Hinckley 
gave  an  inspiring  talk  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  members  and  many  friends  who  were  in 
attendance. 

Our  Mission  Mother  stayed  with  us  a  week  and  la¬ 
bored  as  a  regular  missionary  —  trading,  holding  meet¬ 
ings,  etc.  She  acted  as  companion  to  Sister  Ida  Kohler. 

The  Elders  have  been  touring  the  district,  holding 
meetings  with  the  various  members  who  are  scattered 
about,  and  extending  to  them  the  hand  of  fellowship 
and  encouragement.  In  these  meetings  each  member 
is  given  a  chance  to  express  himself  and  the  results 
have  been  inspiring.  We  have  also  been  successful  in 
holding  park  meetings  and  finding  excellent  contacts 
with  those  in  attendance. 

To  stimulate  activities  in  the  various  branches,  con¬ 
ferences  have  been  held  with  splendid  results.  At  a 
branch  conference  in  Lyndhurst,  Mrs.  Leon  Schrieber 
and  Miss  Grace  Long  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 
We  congratulate  them  and  wish  them  much  happiness 
in  their  new  undertaking. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  lady  missionaries  there 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  activities  of  the  various 
branches;  so  it  is  very  reluctantly  that  we  bid  two 
of  these  missionaries  farewell.  Sister  Ida  Kohler  and 
Violet  Stevens  have  been  released  from  their  labors  to 
return  to  their  homes  in  the  West.  They  have  been 
outstanding  missionaries  and  have  performed  their  work 
well.  We  wish  them  Godspeed  wherever  they  may  go. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Owen  Probst,  President. 

"Except  a  man  be  born  of  the  water  and  of  the  spirit 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  In  obedience 
to  this  council  the  following  converts  were  baptized  at 
Indianapolis:  Grace  and  Molly  Grach  Threlkedl,  Marvel 
Irene  Crim,  and  Ruth  Porter.  We  welcome  these  sis¬ 
ters  into  the  fold  and  pray  that  they  may  gain  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  through  obedience  to  the  Gospel. 

Sixteen  new  local  missionaries  have  been  added  to 
the  force  at  Indianapolis,  to  help  spread  the  Gospel. 
Success  to  them  in  their  new  calling! 

A  successful  and  well  attended  branch  conference 
was  held  at  Vincennes,  July  10.  All  the  branches  of 
the  district  were  well  represented.  A  tasty  luncheon 
was  served  by  the  local  Relief  Society.  At  this  lime 
Wesley  J.  Galloway  who  has  faithfully  served  as  pre-< 
siding  Elder  of  the  Evansville  Branch  was  honorably 
released  and  Elder  David  E.  Astle  was  appointed  in  his 
stead.  George  Snow  was  appointed  president  of  the 
M.  I.  A.  of  the  branch. 

Missionaries  of  the  district  are  endeavoring  to  visit 
all  the  members  of  the  district.  This  work  seems  rather 
slow  as  many  of  them  have  not  been  visited  for  two 
or  three  years.  Some  have  moved,  and  it  is  hard  to 
locate  them,  nevertheless,  the  missionaries  are  having 
some  fine  experiences  in  this  work. 

NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Hubert  V.  Burton,  Pres. 

We  are  taught  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  that  baptism  is  one  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  all  men  who  would  gain  salvation.  Jesus  said: 
"Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born 
of  the  water  and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  In  modern  scripture  he  tells  the 
parents  to  teach  their  children  the  Gospel  and  to  have 
them  baptized  at  the  age  of  accountability. 

As  a  result  of  the  above  teachings,  a  baptismal  service 
was  held  in  the  Peoria  Branch,  Sunday,  July  3rd. 
Brother  Charles  Andrew  Sodders  who  has  been  studying 
the  Gospel  for  a  number  of  years  entered  the  waters 
of  baptism.  At  this  same  service  Cecil  Edward  Drowns 
and  William  Robert  Miller  were  baptized  and  con¬ 
firmed  members  of  the  Church.  We  welcome  these 
brethren  into  the  fold  and  pray  that  they  will  continue 
to  be  faithful  and  obey  the  laws  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  We  are  confident  that  God  will  bless  them 
abundantly  for  their  obedience. 
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The  Elders  of  the  North  Illinois  Disteict  have  been 
doing  country  work,  which  will  be  discontinued  for 
the  present,  to  allow  more  time  to  work  in  the  branches 
and  thus  eventually  build  up  strong  central  units. 

Our  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Jones  and  Swain,  have 
been  doing  some  splendid  work  with  their  Primaries. 
We  are  sorry  that  they  have  been  transferred  from  our 
District,  but  know  that  they  will  be  factors  for  good 
wherever  they  are  called.  We  wish  them  success  in 
their  new  fields  of  labor. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Joseph  H.  Wallace -From  Murray,  Utah,  to  N.  Indiana. 
Ronald  Wayne  King -From  Salt  Lake  City,  to  W.  Iowa. 
Elmo  James  Anderson  — From  Los  Angeles,  to  S.  Indiana. 
RELEASES 

Ida  Kohler,  of  Wisconsin  Dist.-Home,  Midway,  Utah. 
Violet  Mae  Stevens,  of  Wisconsin -Home,  Parowan,  U. 
Donna  M.  Anderson,  of  S.  Illinois -Home,  Fairview,  U. 
T.  Hoyt  Palmer,  of  North  Indiana -Home,  Alton,  Utah. 
TRANSFERS 

Keith  M.  Stock -From  West  Iowa,  to  East  Iowa. 

Louis  Slradling  — From  South  Ohio,  to  Mission  Office. 
Nada  Jones  — From  North  Illinois,  to  North  Ohio. 

A.  Beth  Swain -From  North  Illinois,  to  East  Michigan. 
Helen  Bradshaw  — From  South  Illinois,  to  North  Indiana. 
Romola  Lee  — From  West  Iowa,  to  East  Iowa. 

Norlene  Buchmiller  —  From  North  Ohio,  to  West  Iowa. 

T.  Flake  Rogers  — From  North  Ohio,  to  West  Iowa. 
Sidney  Hurren  — From  West  Iowa,  to  North  Ohio. 

Ferra  M.  Young  — From  Mission  Office,  to  East  Michigan. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Richard  B.  Shurtliff- President  of  North  Indiana  District. 
Ferra  M.  Young- President  of  East  Michigan  District. 
Louis  Strading  — Commissarian  and  Sunday  School  Supt. 

BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

OFFICE: -Arnold  Butterfield,  Box  2128,  Portland,  Ore. 

Returning  from  our  trip  to  Cardston  the  first  week  in 
June,  the  missionaries  in  the  office,  launched  into  our 
work  with  a  fervor  and  enthusiasm,  thankful  for  each 
new  day  with  its  never  ending  inspiration  and  develop¬ 
ment. 

On  Wednesday,  June  15,  Sister  Johnson  was  operated 
on  for  appendicitis  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital.  We 
miss  her  smile  and  efficiency  around  the  office.  She 
is  improving  rapidly  and  will  be  back  with  us  noon. 

The  month's  activities  centered  around  the  plans 
for  the  stake  organization  which  was  effected  June  26 
at  Portland.  President  David  O.  McKay  and  Elder 
Melvin  J.  Ballard  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  were 
present.  The  Portland  chapel  which  was  erected  in 
1929  was  dedicated  in  the  afternoon  session  to  be  al 
Stake  Tabernacle.  There  was  an  attendance  of  800  ia 
each  session.  Many  Saints  and  missionaries  traveled 
many  miles  to  attend. 

The  real  meaning  to  us  of  so  great  a  climax  to  our 
month  as  the  organization  of  the  Portland  Stake  and 
the  inspirational  conference  on  June  26  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pressed  in  words.  It  is  our  aim  and  desire  to  strive 
rather  in  actions  and  in  thoughts  to  show  our  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  President  Nibley  for  his  wonderful  leadership, 
to  President  McKay  for  his  confidence  in  us,  and  to 
Elder  Ballard  for  his  splendid  instruction,  that  we  may 
be  the  honorable  missionaries  that  our  Church  expects 
us  to  be.  With  such  inspiration,  the  biggest  task  seems 
easy  and  the  litllesl  seems  noble.  The  Lord  has  been 
good  to  us  during  this  month  and  it  is  our  whole¬ 
hearted  purpose  to  do  our  best  for  him  in  whatever  we 
are  called  to  do.  May  his  spirit  be  with  each  Latter- 
day  Saint  in  this  great  mission  that  we  may  resi  ze  the 
heritage  that  is  ours. 

OFFICE  PERSONNEL: -Arnold  J.  Butterf:eld,  Carvel 
Davis,  Mable  Jones,  Edna  Reeder,  Dale  K.  Fitzgerald, 


lone  Johnson.  Sister  Eliza  Beus  is  al:o  with  us  tem¬ 
porarily. 

OREGON  DISTRICT Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
Box  2128,  Portland,  Oregon. 

"The  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  .God  are  committed  to 
man  on  the  earth,  and  from  thence  shall  the  Gospel 
roll  forth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  as  the  stone 
which  is  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  shall 
roll  forth,  until  it  has  filled  the  whole  earth."  — Doc. 
and  Cov.  65:2. 

This  prophecy  is  brought  to  mind  with  the  organize 
tion  of  the  Portland  Slake  which  took  place  on  June  2  b 
—  a  day  that  will  be  long  remembered.  This  was  a 
day  of  triumph  as  well  as  a  fulfillment  of  the  prayers 
and  hopes  of  those  who  labored  so  diligently  in  per¬ 
fecting  this  organization.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Nibley  for  the  work  he  has  done  to  make  this 
organization  possible. 

Members  from  all  over  the  mission  as  well  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  present  at  the  dedication.  It  was  a 
spiritual  feast  for  all  those  in  attendance.  President 
David  O.  McKay  and  Apostle  Ballard  who  were  present 
gave  good  council  and  advice.  Their  words  will  long 
be  remembered  and  the  inspiration  received  strength¬ 
ened  our  testimonies  greatly.  We  also  enjoyed  the 
presence  of  Richard  Condie  and  Alexander  Schriener, 
who  are  skilled  musicians  from  Salt  Lake  City.  They' 
joined  with  the  Portland  choir  and  presented  a  fine 
musical  concert  for  two  nights  preceding  the  dedication. 

Missionary  work  in  this  district  has  gone  on  steadily 
during  the  past  month.  The  missionaries  have  been 
guided  to  the  very  doors  of  those  who  were  waiting 
to  receive  the  Gospel  and  ten  converts  have  been  bap¬ 
tized  this  month.  On  June  5,  Elders  Briggs  and  Moulton 
baptized  Richard  Lauren  Donovan,  Rona  Kathleen  Don¬ 
ovan,  Eldon  Francis  Gunter  and  Monroe  Maynard  Gun¬ 
ter.  On  June  7,  Elders  Simpson  and  Fitzgerald  bap¬ 
tized  Alva  Edwin  Cook,  Violet  Rose  Cook,  Katherine 
Maurine  Cook  and  Ada  Jewel  Cook.  On  June  25, 
Brother  Alvero  Campbell  baptized  Nellie  De  Autremont 
and  Neva  Ester  Slodsdill.  These  people  were  all  con¬ 
verts  to  the  Church  and.  we  take  great  pleasure  in  wel¬ 
coming  them  into  the  fold  and  pray  that  their  testi¬ 
monies  may  be  strengthened. 

During  the  month  a  Sunday  School  was  organized 
in  Gresham  by  Elders  Perry  and  Manwill  who  have 
labored  diligently  with  the  people  there  and  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  a  fine  organization  started.  Elder 
Perry  has  helped  organize  five  new  Sunday  Schools  in 
this  district  since  the  first  of  the  year.  Much  credit  is 
due  him  and  his  companions  for  this  work.  He  has  now 
been  called  to  act  as  district  president  in  the  Vancouver 
District.  We  congratulate  him  and  extend  our  best 
wishes  for  his  success. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  Elders  Holyoak,  Curtis,  Hamblin 
and  Perry  from  the  district  as  these  Elders  have  been 
transferred  into  other  districts.  We  wish  them  God¬ 
speed  and  success  in  their  labors. 

We  wish  to  welcome  to  the  district  Sister  Ruth  Adam¬ 
son  of  Sandy,  Utah;  Sister  Vanetta  Larson  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Utah;  Sister  Loa  Jensen  of  St.  Ignatious,  Mon¬ 
tana  ;  Sister  Marcella  Anderson  of  Huntington,  Utah; 
and  Elder  Verl  Kartchner,  transferred  from  the  Yakima 
District.  We  extend  a  welcome  to  these  missionaries: 
and  pray  they  may  have  success  and  joy  in  their  labors. 

DISTRICT  PERSONNEL: -Elders  Simpson  and  Freeman 
in  Portland,  Sisters  Pierson  and  Eldredge  in  Portland; 
Elders  Manwill  and  Kartchner  in  Gresham,-  Elders  Can¬ 
non  and  Hedgepeth  in  Albany;  Sisters  White  and  Jen¬ 
sen  in  Salem;  Sisters  Ashbaker  and  Anderson  in  Eugene; 
Sisters  Stienert  and  Tueller  in  The  Dalles,-  Sisters  Howell 
and  Larson  in  Hood  River;  and  Sisters  Cook  and  Adam¬ 
son  in  St.  Helens. 

SOUTH  OREGON  DISTRICT:  -Devern  J.  Rasmussen, 
President,  324  Haven  Si.,  Medford,  Oregon. 

We  are  thankful  to  all  who  made  possible  our  at¬ 
tendance  at  the  dedicatory  services  of  the  Portland 
Stake  and  the  musical  recital.  Indeed,  our  hearts  were 
filled  with  joy,  and  our  spirits  were  animated  by  the 
words  of  inspiration  delivered  by  President  David  O. 
McKay  and  Apostle  Melvin  J.  Ballard.  We  are  certain, 


August  y.  1^38 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


113 


that  we  have  returned  to  our  dsitrict  with  greater  de¬ 
termination  to  serve  our  Lord  and  keep  his  command¬ 
ments.  How  can  anyone  after  seeing  and  hearing  the 
high  servants  of  the  Lord,  doubt  the  divine  inspiration 
which  made  possible  their  calling?  We  say  they  are 
men  qualified,  and  divinely  chosen  for  the  high  office 
they  hlod.  God  help  us  to  heed  their  advice  and 
counsel  and  to  apply  it  so  we  may  be  more  worthy 
of  our  calling  as  missionaries. 

The  Elders  of  this  district  have  labored  diligently 
during  the  month,  and  many  of  them  have  seen  the 
fruits  therefrom.  Surely  the  Lord  crowns  our  efforts 
with  success,  and  sustains  us  in  all  our  righteous 
endeavors. 

Elders  Kennedy  and  McCann  have  devoted  much  of 
their  time  in  diligent  attempts  to  bring  souls  into  the 
true  fold  of  God  and  have  met  with  success.  Elder 
Kennedy  baptized  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  Miller.  These 
earnest  seekers  of  truth  were  first  contacted  by  Elder 
Richey  a  year  ago.  A  week  later  Elder  Kennedy  bap¬ 
tized  Gerald  Oliver  and  Charmaine  Oliver.  The  same 
day  Elder  McCann  baptized  Myrtle  Estoria  Tucker  and 
her  daughter  Nellie  Rae  Tucker.  We  are  indeed  happy 
to  welcome  these  fine  converts  into  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord. 

DISTRICT  PERSONNEL: -Elders  Owen  and  Bills  in 
Marchfield,  Elders  Keetch  and  O'Donnel  in  Roseburg, 
Elders  Spendlove  and  Taylor  in  Burns,  Elders  McCann 
and  Kennedy  in  Klamath  Falls,  and  Elders  Rasmussen 
and  Johnson  in  Medford. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  159  Melrose  Ave.  No.,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow  is  our  destined  end 
or  way, 

But  to  act  that  each  tomorrow,  find  us  farther  than 
today."  —  Longfellow. 

We  feel  that  the  words  of  Longfellow  can  very  well 
be  applied  to  us  as  missionaries,  for  if  we  are  doing  our 
duly,  each  day  will  find  us  growing  in  knowledge  and 
testimony. 

The  past  month  has  been  a  busy  one  here  in  Puget 
Sound.  Besides  holding  many  meetings  and  distributing 
lots  of  literature,  if  has  been  our  privilege  lo  hold 
several  baptismal  services  at  which  fourteen  persons 
entered  the  fold  of  Christ. 

A  new  Sunday  School  was  started  June  12  in  the 
Ranier  Valley  section  of  Seattle  by  Elders  Grant  John¬ 
son  and  Frank  McBride.  They  report  attendance  at 
from  25  to  30.  The  Sunday  School  work  is  making 
steady  strides  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  had  the  opportunity 
of  going  to  Portland  June  26  and  being  present  at  the 
organization  of  the  Portland  Stake.  While  there  a 
missionary  conference  was  held  at  which  time  we  were 
privileged  to  hear  the  inspired  words  of  Persident  David 
O.  McKay  and  Apostle  Melvin  J.  Ballard.  We  also 
had  a  spiritual  feast  in  hearing  77  missionaries  bear 
their  testimonies  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel. 

We  welcome  into  our  district  Sister  Nellie  Ray  and 
Myrle  Jones  from  Boulder  City,  Nevada,  who  are  spend¬ 
ing  their  school  vacation  in  helping  to  spread  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  We  also  welcome  Elders  Wilson,  Bagwell,  Mineer, 
Phillips,  Cash  and  Lambson  who  came  to  us  from  the 
Yakima  District,  and  Elders  Facer  and  Barker  from 
Missoula. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  Elders  Samuelson,  Smith  and 
Belnap  who  have  been  transferred  to  Yakima,  Spokane 
and  Great  Falls  respectively. 

DISTRICT  PERSONNEL :  — Elders  Samuleson  and  Scott 
in  New  Wstminisler,  B.  C.;  Wilson  and  VanOrden  in 
Vancouver;  McKinley  and  Bagwell  in  Victoria;  Facer 
and  Barker  in  Bremerton;  Westover  and  Perry  Johnson 
in  Centralia,*  Mineer  and  Cash  in  Everett;  Lambson  and 
Phillips  in  Olympia;  Grant  Johnson,  McBride  and 
Richey  in  Seattle;  Sisters  Howell  and  Rowland  in  Ta¬ 
coma;  Morris  and  Darley  in  Raymond;  Cook,  Jones, 
Christiansen  and  Ray  in  Seattle. 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT: -Percy  L.  Collyer,  President, 
Box  295,  Spokane,  Wash. 

"To  work  out  one's  salvation  is  not  to  sit  idly  by 
dreaming  and  yearning  for  God  miraculously  to  thrust 


bounteous  blessings  into  our  laps.  It  is  to  perform 
daily  and  hourly  the  immediate  task  and  duty  at 
hand." 

The  month  of  June,  in  the  Spokane  District,  was  filled 
to  over-flowing  with  constructive  activities.  Two  more 
Sunday  Schools  were  organized  and  officers  and  teach¬ 
ers  set  apart.  They  are  the  Wallace  and  Hillyard  Sun¬ 
day  Schools.  Both  started  with  good  attendance  and  a 
successful  future  seems  certain. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Elders  Munk  and  Fairbanks  from 
Missoula;  Elders  Moulton  and  Briggs  from  Oregon;  and 
Sister  June  Servoss,  into  our  district.  We  are  happy  to 
have  them  with  us. 

With  the  exception  of  Elder  Don  Olsen  undergoing  a 
lonsilectomy,  all  the  missionaries  have  enjoyed  perfect 
health. 

The  fruits  from  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  Elders  were 
witnessed  during  the  month  when  a  number  of  bap¬ 
tisms  were  performed.  Elder  Davis  had  the  pleasure 
of  taking  three  of  his  investigators  into  the  waters  of 
baptism  — Brother  Carl  E.  Lader,  Sister  Bessie  Newbrough 
and  Sister  Elizabeth  C.  Tolliver.  We  welcome  these 
good  people  into  the  fold  and  admonish  them  to  be 
ever  humble,  prayerful  and  studious,  that  they  may 
expand  in  the  knov/ledge  of  the  Gospel,  that  their 
testimonies  may  wax  stronger. 

On  June  20  all  seventeen  of  the  missionaries  in  the 
district  joined  in  the  caravan  to  the  Cardston  Temple, 
and  there  we  did  baptisms  and  work  for  the  dead,  and 
enjoyed  the  rich  spirit  that  is  so  prevalent  in  that 
house  of  the  Lord. 

To  climax  a  perfect  month,  we  were  granted  the 
pleasure  of  going  to  Portland  for  the  dedication  of  the 
stake  tabernacle  and  organization  of  the  Portland  Stake 
on  June  26.  President  McKay  and  Apostle  Ballard, 
together  with  President  Nibley,  officiated  and  the  ser¬ 
vices  were  inspiring.  We  acknowledge  the  hand  of 
our  Father  in  the  many  rich  blessings  he  has  granted 
us  this  past  month.  The  missionaries  in  their  respective 
localities  are  working  diligently  and  their  rewards  are 
obvious.  We  thank  our  gracious  Father  for  this  glorious 
privilege  of  serving  him  in  the  mission  field  and  feel 
to  dedicate  ourselves  and  our  talents  to  his  service. 

DISTRICT  PERSONNEL:  Elders  Carvel  Davis  and 
Fairbanks  in  Spokane;  Elders  Hall  and  Rees  in  Kellogg,- 
Elders  Hammerschmidt  and  Palmer  in  Hillyard;  Elders 
Olsen  and  Haderlie  in  Rossland;  Jackson  and  Hick  in 
Orofino,  Idaho;  Sisters  Ramsay,  Bott  and  Servoss  and 
Elders  Smith,  Flolyoak,  Curtis  and  Percy  L.  Collyer  in 
Spokane. 

MISSOULA  DISTRICT  .--Keith  H.  Facer,  President,  330 
East  Broadway,  Missoula,  Montana. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the 
blessings  that  have  come  from  his  hand  during  the 
past  month. 

On  June  11,  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  St. 
Ignatius,  Montana,  where  eight  persons  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  and  came  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

We  feel  blessed  in  being  able  lo  baptize  these  people 
and  pray  God's  choicest  blessings  to  be  with  them 
always. 

In  accordance  with  the  plan  of  the  Church  to  have 
chapels  worthy  of  its  name,  Elders  Facer  and  Barker 
were  privileged  to  work  four  days  on  the  church  build¬ 
ing  in  Missoula,  making  it  a  belter  place  in  which 
the  Saints  may  v/orship.  Also  a  new  lawn  was  planted 
on  the  grounds,  to  make  it  more  beautiful  to  those  who 
look  at  it  from  the  outside. 

On  June  19,  Elders  Facer  and  Barker  visited  the 
branch  at  Drummond,  Montana.  They  found  the  Saints 
strong  in  the  faith,  but  conditions  showed  that  a  new 
branch  organization  would  be  in  order. 

The  Sunday  School  at  Barby,  Montana,  has  progressed 
to  the  point  that  it  is  now  ready  for  a  branch  organi¬ 
zation,  which  will  be  effected  on  July  10. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  been  transferred 
to  the  Puget  Sound  District  leaving  this  part  of  the 
mission  without  missionaries.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
privilege  we  have  had  of  laboring  with  the  people  of 
this  district  and  express  our  thanks  for  their  many  acts 
of  kindness. 
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GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT: -Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Monlana. 

Just  before  the  world  war  a  proud  German  said,  "The! 
two  most  nearly  perfect  organizations  on  the  earth  are 
the  German  army  and  the  Mormon  Church."  Since 
then,  the  German  army  has  failed  and  the  Mormon 
Church  continues  on  and  is  becoming  more  popular. 
This  church  was  organized  by  Joseph  Smith  and  "by 
his  fruits  we  know  him." 

During  the  past  month,  here  in  the  Great  Falls  Dis¬ 
trict  the  missionaries  have  been  greatly  blessed  with 
health  and  strength  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

The  first  of  the  month,  Elders  Black  and  Barton  ac¬ 
companied  by  Robert  Shaffer  and  wife,  also  his  sister, 
went  to  Cardsfon  where  the  Shaffers  were  baptized.  Elder 
Barton  officiated  in  the  ordinance.  On  their  return 
home  they  resumed  their  work  of  holding  cottage  meet¬ 
ings  and  otherwise  teaching  the  Gospel  to  others. 

On  Sunday,  June  2,  Elder  Verl  G.  Black  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  taking  four  persons  down  into  the  waters  of 
baptism,  making  a  total  of  seven  baptisms  for  the 
month.  Five  of  these  were  converts. 

In  Browning,  Elders  Bingham  and  Stewart  have  been, 
doing  a  fine  work  among  the  Indians  and  they  are  con¬ 
templating  baptizing  several  in  the  next  few  months. 
It  seems  as  though  the  Indian  people  are  very  much 
interested  in  the  history  of  their  ancestry  and  are  ac¬ 
cepting  the  truths  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

We  extend  our  sincerest  greetings  to  all  the  mission¬ 
aries  throughout  the  various  missions  of  the  world. 

DISTRICT  PERSONNEL:  Elders  Warren  Barton,  Warren 
Stewart,  Verl  G.  Black,  Elmer  J.  Bingham. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

SASKATCHEWAN  DISTRICT Clyde  E.  Watson,  Pres. 

Elders  Robert  Hellewell  and  Wayne  Wardle,  in  Maple 
Creek;  Elders  Adam  Welling  and  Wells  McAllister  in 
Shaunavon;  and  Elders  Clyde  E.  Watson  and  Cal 
Cornia  in  Gull  Lake  are  continuing  with  the  standard 
set  last  winter  by  Saskatchewan  District  in  country 
work  and  are  finding  success  from  diligent  efforts. 

As  a  result  of  regular  tracting,  holding  street  and 
cottage  meetings,  the  Elders  have  been  made  to  feel 
the  joy  of  their  labors  when  their  new  friends  have 
sincerely  inquired  further  into  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  strength  of  Elder  and  Sister 
Victor  Waddoups,  who  are  laboring  in  Regina,  as 
husband  and  wife,  devoting  full  time  to  missionary 
work.  They  are  tracting  six  hours  daily  to  find  in¬ 
vestigators  who  will  attend  services  of  the  Regina 
Branch  and  with  whom  they  can  hold  Primary  and 
cottage  meetings  to  invite  others  into  the  Gospel. 

A  most  satisfying  journey  was  enjoyed  by  President 
Broadbent  and  President  G.  G.  Whyte  of  the  Regina 
Branch  as  they  toured  into  the  northern  part  of  this 
district  visiting  the  many  Saints  near  Cold  Lake.  It 
was  through  the  efforts  of  the  local  priesthood  that  ten 
souls  were  brought  into  the  Church.  At  this  time 
new  programs  were  launched  which  it  is  hoped  will 
bring  further  development  among  these  pioneering  peo¬ 
ple. 

NORTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT :-B.  Harry  Goodman, 
President,  644  Marshall  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

An  impressive  baptismal  service  was  recently  held  in 
Crosby  in  connection  with  our  district  conference.  While 
gathered  on  the  shores  of  Serpent  Lake  a  sudden  shower 
of  rain  forced  us  to  cover.  Here  we  held  a  preaching 
service,  President  and  Sister  Broadbent  speaking  to  us. 
After  a  bounteous  spread  of  lunch,  enjoyed  by  all, 
Elder  Hinize  went  to  the  lakeside  in  preparation  for  the 
baptism  but  found  some  200  young  people  enjoying  the 
water.  Following  an  appeal  to  the  lifeguard,  he 
cleared  the  lake  for  this  special  ordinance,  calling  all 
onto  the  shores.  Opportunity  was  afforded  President 
Broadbent  to  thank  them  for  this  courtesy  and  explain 


that  the  Elders  going  into  the  water  with  the  candidates 
would  baptize  them  in  the  same  manner  that  John 
the  Baptist  baptized  the  Savior.  The  whole  group 
attentively  observed  the  services,  wherein  seven  souls 
were  brought  into  the  Church.  One  girl  was  heard 
to  object,  "That  water  isn't  holy  water."  To  this,  her 
playmate,  a  member,  said,  "But  God  can  make  any 
water  holy." 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT Karl  Martin,  President,  Box 
201  Lewisfown,  Montana. 

Monday  evening,  June  28,  district  conference  was 
held  in  Lewistown  with  our  Mission  President,  David 
A.  Broadbent,  and  daughter  Mary,  Elder  S.  George 
Ellsworth,  and  Sister  Loa  Allred  present,  also  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  district.  We  were  most  delighted  in 
having  75  persons  respond  to  our  announcements  of 
the  first  Mormon  conference  gathering  in  this  city. 
The  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  in  rich  abundance  and 
much  favorable  comment  has  been  heard  from  those 
who  listened  to  the  Gospel  taught  in  its  simplicity. 

With  added  strength  of  Sisters  Dorothy  Tolman  and 
Eulalia  Crane  to  this  project  by  organizing  three  Pri¬ 
maries,  a  Bee-Hive  Class  and  assisting  Elders  Karl 
Martin  and  M.  Newall  Tingey  with  the  Sunday  School, 
many  new  fields  of  activity  are  being  created  whereby 
we  expect  to  gain  sufficient  strength  to  organize  a 
branch  under  local  leadership  in  the  near  future. 

Elders  Karl  Martin  and  Alfred  Zeyer  called  on  a  home 
where  a  lady  was  visiting  who  had  previously  lived 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  was  going  on  to  Long 
Beach,  California,  to  make  her  home  after  a  short  visit 
here.  She  had  been  looking  for  some  time  for  a 
practical  religion  and  upon  reading  "The  Mormons 
Find  a  Way"  in  the  Current  American  Magazine  felt 
that  here  was  that  for  which  she  was  looking.  In¬ 
viting  her  to  attend  conference,  we  left  some  tracts 
and  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Upon  visiting  her  two  days 
later  she  bore  strong  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of 
"Mormonism,"  saying  that  when  she  arrived  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  she  would  look  up  our  Church  and  continue 
her  investigation. 

Elders  Elwood  Wilkins  and  Alfred  Zeyer  in  Harlowion 
held  a  baptismal  service  July  10,  in  behalf  of  Edith 
Mae  Walton,  baptized  by  Elder  Wilkins  and  confirmed 
by  her  father,  John  Walton.  Several  investigators 
attended  the  meeting  and  left  with  a  determination  to 
learn  more  about  "Mormonism." 

Elders  L.  George  Thatcher  and  Elias  Jepson,  in  Baker, 
report  that  some  time  ago  a  daughter  of  a  family  who 
hod  just  joined  the  Church,  returned  home  for  a  visit 
and  learning  of  the  step  taken  fell  reproachful.  She 
met  the  Elders,  however,  and  accepted  some  literature 
and  a  Book  of  Mormon.  While  returning  to  her  home 
she  became  quite  restless  and  having  purchased  nothing 
to  read  decided  to  peruse  the  "Mormon"  literature  left 
her.  To  her  great  surprise  she  found  it  satisfying  to  her 
thought  and  wrote  home  saying  that  she  had  only 
taken  the  literature  because  of  courtesy  but  now  she 
wanted  more  for  she  too  had  commenced  to  realize 
the  truthfulness  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  DISTRICT:  -  Paul  M.  Farnsworth, 
Presidenl,  606  South  First  Street,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dakota. 

Elder  Paul  M.  Farnsworth  and  Elder  Rexford  S.  Howard 
in  Sioux  Falls  were  called  to  administer  to  Delores 
Dilley,  the  five  year  old  daughter  of  Sister  Geneva 
Runeberg,  who  was  seriously  afflicted  with  a  kidney 
trouble  and  was  too  weak  to  be  up  and  around  at  all. 
Though  quite  weak,  the  child  was  up  and  about  the 
next  day  when  the  doctor  came  to  exmaine  her.  He 
marvelled  at  the  quick  recovery.  We  who  understand, 
know  that  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  made  manifest  in. 
her  behalf.  Two  days  after  the  administration,  the 
child  was  well  enough  to  join  the  Saints  in  a  picnic  at 
the  park. 

In  rememberance  of  the  entrance  of  the  vanguard 
company  of  the  Pioneers  into  Salt  Lake  Valley,  the 
Saints  in  Sioux  Falls,  numbering  about  thirty-five,  re¬ 
joiced  in  beautiful  Terrace  park,  where  they  greeted  the 
rising  sun  with  singing,  prayer  and  expressions  of  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  heritage  left  them  by  their  forefathers. 
To  add  to  the  impressiveness  of  the  occasion  a  baby 
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was  blesed  and  Emil  Paul  Slyke  and  Elmer  Conklin  en¬ 
tered  the  waters  of  baptism. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  DISTRICT  :-W.  E.  Owens,  President, 
Box  181,  New  Rockford,  North  Dakota. 

Returning  to  their  fields  of  labor  after  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  district  conference  in  Sidney,  Montana,  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  North  Dakota  District  attacked  their 
work  with  new  light  and  vision. 

Elders  Gardner  and  Kendell,  laboring  in  that  vicinity, 
report  much  interest  since  the  conference.  A  baptismal 
service  was  recently  held  at  which  50  friends  were 
present.  We  wish  to  welcome  into  the  fold  Misses 
Marjorie  and  Iris  Howard. 

Elders  Dahlquisi  and  Cobbley  recently  received  added 
joy  in  their  labors  as  the  Radio  Station  in  Valley  City, 
under  new  management,  desired  more  of  the  excellent 
programs  furnished  by  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir 
and  Organ.  Arrangements  were  made  with  Directors  of 
KSL,  and  the  General  Authorities  to  re-broadcast  a 


the  Gospel.  The  people,  never  having  heard  nor  seen 
the  Mormon  Elders,  were  very  much  interested  and 
askd  if  they  could  obtain  a  Book  of  Mormon  to  study. 
Three  were  loaned  that  night  and  one  was  mailed  later 
that  these  people  might  continue  in  their  pursuit  of 
truth. 

Elders  Riddle  and  Allred,  on  a  recent  visit  to  Wolf 
Point  were  called  to  Administer  to  Brother  Nimrod 
Davis,  the  Lamanite  Branch  President.  In  working  about 
his  garden,  he  had  come  in  contact  with  some  poison 
ivy  which  caused  blisters  and  pains  in  his  arms.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  administration  the  soreness  began 
to  leave  and  by  the  next  day,  the  blisters  had  disap¬ 
peared. 

During  the  visit  of  President  Broadbeni  in  this  district 
in  June,  a  unique  honor  was  bestowed  upon  him 
when  attending  the  Sun  Dance  of  the  Assinaboine 
Indian  tribe.  This  dance  is  a  supplication  to  the  Indian 
God  for  blessings  of  rain,  health,  and  food,  and  it  is 


NORTH  DAKOTA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE,  SIDNEY,  MONTANA,  JUDY  25  AND  2G,  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  S.  George  Ellsworth,  Mission  Secretary;  Loa  Allred,  Pri¬ 
mary  Supervisor;  David  A.  Broadbent,  Mission  President;  Mary  Broadbent,  Wendell  E. 
Owens,  District  President. 

Second  Row:  Chester  Miller,  Jennie  Hope,  Dean  Cobbley,  Delsa  Paulsen,  J.  Ransom 
Hatch. 

Back  Row:  Orrin  S.  Ferrin,  EJ.  Milton  Freeman,  Hnrvey  Garner,  Ralph  Kendell, 
Eugene  Jenks,  Carlyle  Dahlquist. 


regular  Church  program  from  KSL  and  now  through¬ 
out  North  Dakota  each  Sunday  evening  is  heard  "Sun¬ 
day  Night  on  Temple  Square." 

Elders  Freeman  and  Jenks  are  laboring  in  Minot, 
N.  D.  where  a  fine  Sunday  School  is  continually  grow¬ 
ing.  The  members  and  investigators  here  held  a  fine 
picnic  on  July  4,  at  Roosevelt  Park.  A  greater  feeling 
of  friendliness  and  brotherhood  is  since  felt. 

Elders  Ferrin  and  Miller  at  Redby,  Minnesota,  have 
again  begun  services  among  the  Lamanite  brethren,  and 
it  is  expected  soon  that  some  may  enter  into  the  waters 
of  baptism. 

MILK  RIVER  DISTRICT: -Harold  Fredrickson,  President, 
907  2nd  Avenue  South,  Glasgow,  Montana. 

In  this  district  two  very  impressive  meetings  were 
held  with  investigators  and  friends  in  cities  isolated 
from  regular  fields  of  missionary  activity.  The  one  at 
Big  Sandy  at  the  home  of  Brother  Lee  was  attended  by 
fourteen  investigators,  who  were  interested  in  the  claim 
of  the  Church  as  to  its  divine  authority.  At  East 
Popular,  Canada,  a  group  of  friends  met  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Sorenson,  where  Elders  Allred 
and  Broadbent  explained  some  of  the  principles  of 


seldom  interrupted  by  speakers.  For  two  days  of  con¬ 
tinuous  dancing,  the  participants  abstain  from  food  and 
water.  Each,  painted  to  represent  some  bird,  jogs 
up  and  down  to  the  rhythmical  chant  of  the  choir  and 
beat  of  the  tom  toms.  The  iotum  pole  which  was  the 
center  of  their  attention  had  a  jagged  carving  to  sym¬ 
bolize  lightening.  At  its  top  was  an  eagle  nest  as 
king'  of  birds  to  carry  their  plea.  Incense  of  pine 
needles  and  sweet  grass  burned  at  the  base,  while  the 
chief  lied  sacrifices  of  bright  colored  cloth  to  the 

pole.  All  was  carried  on  in  a  solemn  manner  that 

their  God  would  hear  their  prayer  and  grant  their 

desires.  Ordinarily  only  when  the  singers  become 
hoarse  and  there  is  no  one  to  fill  their  places  do 
the  dancers  cease,  but  all  stopped  for  about  fifteen  min¬ 
utes  while  President  Broadbent  spoke  through  an  in¬ 

terpreter.  Such  rare  opportunity  is  afforded  few  men. 

President  Broadbent  was  with  us  again  at  Frazer, 
Montana,  July  17,  to  attend  a  baptismal  ceremony  with 
the  Lamanite  brethren.  His  message,  "Baptism  Is  the 
Gateway,"  was  an  inspiration  to  the  sixty  members  and 
friends,  and  gave  the  nine  converts  new  determination 
to  carry  on  the  standards  of  the  Church. 
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ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Wanda  Mae  Carter  —  Of  Morgan,  Utah,  to  S.  Minn. 
Alice  Alexia  Nelson -Of  Woods  Cross,  Utah,  to  N.  Minn. 
Marjorie  Chapman  — Of  Riverside,  Calif.,  to  So.  Dakota. 
LaPreal  Peterson  — Of  Boulder,  Utah,  to  So.  Minnesota. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Loa  Allred  — Succeeds  Margaret  Fox  as  Mission  Supervisor 
of  Primaries. 

J.  Nevin  Richards  — Succeeds  Raymond  H.  Goodwin  as 
President  of  Manitoba  District. 

TRANSFERS 

J.  Frank  Houston  — From  Yellowstone  to  No.  Minnesota. 
Amy  Wagstaff  —  From  No.  Minnesota  to  So.  Minnesota. 
Dorothy  Tolman  — From  Lake  District  to  Yellowstone. 
Donna  Leavitt  — From  So.  Dakota  to  North  Minnesota. 
Leone  Chadwick -From  No.  Minnesota  to  Lake  District. 
Grace  Ogden  — From  So.  Minn,  in  Mission  Office  to  Lake. 
RELEASES 

Norman  E.  Bates  of  Lake  Dist.  — Home,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Verda  Stuart  of  Lake  District  — Home,  Ogden  Utah. 
Maurine  Abbott  of  Yellowstone  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 

(a  temporary  release  because  of  ill  health.) 

Chris  F.  Allred  of  Milk  River  — Home,  Thatcher,  Arizona. 
Raymond  H.  Goodwin,  Pres.  Manitoba  District  — Home, 
Grover,  Utah. 

Margaret  Fox,  Mission  Primary  Supervisor  — Home, 
Springville,  Utah. 

S.  GEORGE  ELLSWORTH,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

PALMYRA  CONFERENCE 

The  missionaries  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission  and 
many  Saints  and  investigators  enjoyed  a  three-day 
pilgrimage  and  conference  at  the  “birthplace  of  Mor- 
monism,"  in  the  vicinity  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  July  22, 
23,  and  24.  Two  meetings  were  held  each  day  in 
the  Sacred  Grove  where  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  re¬ 
ceived  the  first  wonderful  and  all-important  heavenly 
manifestation  in  direct  answer  to  prayer.  The  feeling 
one  has  when  he  stands  in  this  sacred  spot,  so  re¬ 
vered  by  the  Latter-day  Saints,  cannot  be  expressed 
in  mere  words.  This  spirit  of  reverence  and  thank¬ 
fulness  permeated  the  six  meetings  held  in  this 
beautiful  grove.  It  is  a  much  looked  for  privilege 
among  the  missionaries  of  this  mission  to  speak  during 
one  Palmyra  Conference  in  these  sacred  surroundings. 
This  year  thirty-three  missionaries  who  were  attending 


their  last  Palmyra  Conference  were  given  this  op¬ 
portunity  and  each  gave  a  five  minute  talk.  All  were 
well  prepared  and  very  well  given,  and  everyone 
present  received  much  spiritual  uplift  and  inspiration 
from  them. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  with  us  during  this 
conference  several  of  the  General  Authorities:  Presi¬ 
dent  David  O.  McKay  of  the  First  Presidency/  President 
Antoine  R.  Ivins  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy/ 
Elder  George  D.  Pyper,  General  Superintendent  of 
Sunday  Schools/  and  Sister  Louise  Y.  Robison,  President 
of  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Church.  Much  inspiration 
and  spiritual  food  was  received  from  these  leaders. 

A  Relief  Society  session  was  held  Saturday  afternoon 
at  which  time  Sister  Robison  was  the  principal  speaker. 
Music  was  beautifully  furnished  by  100  “Singing 
Mothers  and  Daughters"  from  all  branches  of  the 
mission.  These  women  were  all  dressed  in  white  and 
presented  a  very  impressive  and  pleasing  sight.  This 
chorus  had  been  previously  trained  by  Elder  Joseph 
W.  Williams  who,  in  connection  with  other  missionary 
work,  has  spent  the  last  few  months  going  from 
branch  to  branch  teaching  these  singers  ‘the  beautiful 
songs  they  rendered.  This  chorus  also  contributed 
several  excellent  numbers  during  the  Sunday  meetings. 

Thursday  evening  a  very  well  planned  banquet  was 
enjoyed  by  the  100  missionaries  now  in  the  field. 
Elder  Horace  J.  Gunn  as  toastmaster  conducted  the 
program  so  that  a  very  good  time  was  had  by  all. 

On  the  west  slope  of  the  Hill  Cumorah,  Friday  and 
Saturday  evenings,  a  pageant  was  presented  by  the 
missionaries.  It  was  entitled  “America's  Witness  for 
Christ”  and  was  adapted  from  the  Book  of  Mormon  by 
Dr.  Wayne  Driggs  of  New  York  City.  Elder  Harold  I. 
Hansen  was  director  of  personnel  and  most  of  the 
missionaries  took  an  active  part.  An  efficient  sound 
system  was  made  available  by  Elder  W.  L.  Woolf 
of  New  York  City,  a  recognized  expert  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  sound  effects  under  such  conditions.  An 
elaborate  lighting  system  was  installed  and  operated 
by  an  expert  in  this  field,  Harris  Cooper,  of  Syracuse. 
The  light,  sound  and  action  syncronized  in  harmony 
with  the  lines  that  were  effectively  given  by  the 
readers,  Elders  M.  Brent  Richards  and  Keith  A.  Neilson. 

The  pagaent  portrayed  parts  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
including  the  prophecies  of  several  of  the  ancient 
prophets,  and  finally  reached  a  climax  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Christ  to  the  Nephites.  Much  could  be 
said,  but  words  are  inadequate  to  describe  the  feelings 
of  the  aduience  as  the  figure  depicting  the  Savior 
descended.  Absolute  silence  prevailed  as  the  words  of 
the  Lord  came  to  them:  “Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ 
the  Son  of  God  who  now  descends  unto  you.  I 
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created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  things  that 
in  them  are.  I  was  with  the  Father  from  the  beginning, 
and  in  me  hath  the  Father  glorified  His  name.  I  am 
the  Light  and  the  Life  of  the  world.”  An  estimated 
12,000  thrilled  to  this  pagaent  and  went  away  spiritually 
uplifted. 

All  agree  that  this  is  a  very  effective  way  of  preach¬ 
ing  the  Gospel.  It  opens  doors  to  the  missionaries  which 
otherwise  would  be  closed  and  gives  those  witnessing 
it  a  desire  to  read  more  of  the  history  and  life  of 
these  ancient  people  and  thus  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  welcome  in  many  more  homes. 

This  conference  has  been  an  inspiration  to  all  those 
who  attended  and  we  all  return  to  our  respective 
districts  with  a  renewed  determination  to  carry  on 
and  give  to  others  the  wonderful  message  which  we 
have,  so  that  they  too  can  enjoy  the  same  blessings 
that  we  now  enjoy. 

TRANSFERS 

Preston  W.  Miller  — From  West  Penn,  to  Oneida  Dist. 
Arthur  N.  McKell  — From  Blue  Ridge  to  Cumorah  District. 
Alma  Watterson  —  From  Hudson  to  West  Penn.  District. 
Paul  Wilson -From  Oneida  to  Senaca  District. 

Marlowe  C.  Hodge -From  Seneca  to  West  Penn.  Dist. 
Willis  F.  Nielson  — From  East  Penn,  to  Oneida  District. 
Robert  S.  Fitts  — From  West  Penn  to  New  Jersey. 

Fred  P.  Mason -From  Oneida  to  Hudson. 

Paul  F.  Lindberg-From  Cumorah  to  East  Penn.  Dist. 
Ray  M.  Haddock -From  Maryland  to  East  Penn.  Dist. 
Claude  Burtenshaw-From  Blue  Ridge  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Lawrence  C.  Evans -From  East  Penn,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
Harold  I.  Hansen -From  Cumorah  to  Maryland. 
Lawrence  Broadhead  — From  Albany  to  New  Jersey. 
Milan  T.  Oldroyd  —  From  Hudson  to  Albany. 

Rhea  Stolworthy- From  Maryland  to  Cumorah. 

Wilford  Zaugg  — From  West  Penn,  to  Oneida. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Wilford  Zaugg -President  of  Oneida  District. 

Harold  I.  Hansen -President  of  Maryland  District. 
Joseph  W.  Williams —  President  of  Hudson  District. 
Lawrence  M.  Broadhead -President  of  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Milan  T.  Oldroyd -President  of  Albany  District. 
RELEASES 

Don  C.  Carter  — Of  New  Jersey  Dist.  — Home,  Vernal,  U. 
Austin  Hammond -Of  Oneida  Dist.  — Home,  Blackfoot  Ida. 
Rey  E.  Dillman-Of  Maryland  Dist. -Home,  Roosevelt,  U. 
Jacquiia  Johnson  — Of  Cumorah  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Iris  Swain  — Of  Potomac  Dist.  — Home,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

M.  BRANT  RICHARDS,  Publicity  Director. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT Curtis  R.  Hawkins, 
President. 

"Be  ye  doers  of  the  word  and  not  hearers  only, 
deceiving  your  own  selves,  For  if  any  be  a  hearer  of 
the  word  and  not  a  doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man  be¬ 
holding  his  natural  face  in  a  glass.  For  he  beholdeth 
himself,  and  goeth  his  way  and  straightway  forgetteth 
what  manner  of  man  he  was.  But  whoso  looketh  into 
the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein,  he 
being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  word, 
this  man  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed.”  — James  1:22. 

The  missionaries  of  West  Oklahoma  since  last  re¬ 
porting  through  this  magazine,  have  been  earnestly 
engaged  in  being  "Doers  of  the  word.”  Through  their 
faith  and  effort  we  welcome  into  the  fold  Sisters  Nona 
Barbara  Geddes,  Dorothy  Louise  Roberts,  and  Dorothy 
Louise  Myres;  Brothers  Kenneth  Raymond  Winfrey, 
John  Crawford  Minton,  Richard  Milton  Winfrey,  Lowell 
Dean  Wade,  Winford  Yockeshi,  James  Clinton  Sadler, 
Scruggs  Davis,  and  William  Hayden  Myres.  We  con¬ 
gratulate  these  brethren  and  sisters  on  their  new  step 
in  life  and  council  them  to  be  faithful  to  that  which 
they  have  accepted.  By  this  means  they  may  gain 
eternal  life  and  become  heirs  to  the  kingdom  of  God. 

We  are  also  happy  to  report  that  two  of  our  brethren 


have  been  found  worthy  to  be  advanced  into  the 
Holy  Melchizedek  Priesthood  to  the  office  of  Elder. 
They  are  Brother  Hubert  Leroy  Ward  and  Brother  Sher¬ 
man  Henry  Howard. 

While  trading  in  Clinton,  Oklahoma,  Elders  Hawkins 
and  Wennergrin  met  a  minister  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  who  invited  them  to  attend  a  Bible  Class. 
During  the  class  he  stated,  "These  young  men  tell 
me  that  they  come  here  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
While  out  here  they  support  themselves,  and  we  as 
a  church  cannot  support  one  missionary.  I  respect 
them  in  their  belief.”  After  the  class  Elder  Hawkins 
sold  a  Book  of  Mormon  to  the  minister's  young  col¬ 
league.  Many  questions  were  asked  after  meeting  and 
a  genuine  interest  was  exhibited.  The  Elders  were 
invited  to  return  at  any  time. 

Brother  E.  G.  Winfrey  was  appointed  2nd  counselor 
in  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Oklahomo  City  Branch. 
This  filled  a  vacancy  that  has  existed  for  many  months, 
since  Homer  Ward  McCarthy  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

We  wish  to  report  the  removal  from  the  branch 
of  another  fine  family,  that  of  Brother  L.  B.  Bigler  who 
left  Oklahoma  City,  July  3rd,  for  Salt  Lake  City. 

WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Paul  E.  Felt,  President. 

It  is  with  sincere  spirit  of  appreciation  and  thanks¬ 
giving  that  the  eleven  missionaries  of  the  West  Kansas 
District  acknowledge  the  manifold  blessings  of  the 
Lord  unto  them  and  earnestly  pray  that  their  continued 
efforts  in  spreading  the  Gospel  will  meet  with  the 
approval  and  merit  the  blessings  of  the  Lord. 

Several  items  of  interest  have  occurerd  since  our  last 
report  in  the  Liahona.  On  July  3rd,  a  branch  con¬ 
ference  was  held  at  Arkansas  City,  Kansas  with  every 
missionary  of  the  district  in  attendance.  Both  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Saints  expressed  their  thanks  for  having 
met  in  conference  and  requested  that  branch  con¬ 
ferences  be  held  more  frequently.  This  conference 
was  especially  enjoyable  to  Sister  Annie  Jarvis  in  as 
much  as  it  was  her  last  one  in  West  Kansas,  as  she  has 
been  transferred  to  West  Oklahoma. 

An  event  of  outstanding  interest  to  the  entire  dis¬ 
trict  was  the  organization  of  Hutchinson  into  a  fully 
recognized  branch,  on  July  18.  This  step  is  the  full- 
fillment  of  a  long  cherished  hope  in  the  hearts  of  all 
of  the  Hutchinson  Saints,  as  well  as  all  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries.  This  organization  was  made  possible  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  members  with  Elders  LaVerl  F. 
Turnbow,  H.  Frederick  Johnson,  and  Paul  E.  Felt. 
President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  arrived  in  Hutchinson 
on  Monday,  July  18,  and  there  met  in  a  meeting 
with  the  members,  local  missionaries,  and  District 
President.  Brother  Lemuel  Thompson,  Sunday  School 
superintendent/  Sister  Ester  Cox,  Sunday  School  sec¬ 
retary,-  Sister  Dorcia  Thompson,  Sister  Bertha  Worrell, 
Sister  Arlene  Hammel  and  Sister  Rosemond  Strouse, 
Relief  Society  Presidency  and  secretary  were  released 
with  thanks  for  service  rendered  in  the  past. 
The  following  officers  were  sustained :  Brother  George 
P.  Clay  as  branch  president,-  Brother  Lemuel  Thompson 
and  Brother  Orin  R.  Drage  as  first  and  second  counselors 
respectively/  Sister  Emma  Chytraus  as  Relief  Society 
president,  with  Sister  Mamie  Fuller  and  Sister  Rose¬ 
mond  Strouse  as  first  and  second  counselors,  and 
Sister  Mary  Drage  as  secretary. 

Only  two  months  previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
branch,  the  Hutchinson  dramatic  club,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Sister  Hester  Stewart,  produced  the  selected 
M.  I.  A.  play  "A  Prince  There  Was”  in  the  Knights  of 
Colombus  Hall.  The  proceeds  of  the  play,  less  ex¬ 
pense  netted  them  $45. 

The  mission  Genealogical  Board  under  the  direction 
of  President  Vernon  A.  Kimball  held  a  district  con¬ 
ference  at  Wichita  on  July  10.  Two  inspirational 
meetings  were  held  wherein  some  invaluable  counsel 
and  instruction  was  given  us  by  our  brethren  and 
sisters  of  the  Genealogical  Board. 

Elder  Max  T.  Fairbanks,  mission  board  representative, 
is  at  present  traveling  the  district  with  President  Felt, 
giving  counsel  and  advice  to  the  Saints  concerning 
the  Sunday  Schools,  M.  I.  A.,  Genealogy,  and  radio 
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work,  as  well  as  assisting  Pres.  Felt  throughout  the 
district. 

We  rejoice  in  the  arrival  of  the  following  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  have  recently  been  called  to  labor  in 
West  Kansas:  Elders  T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  and  O.  Claude 
Wennergren,  and  Sister  Ruby  Carrell. 

The  latest  report  is  that  all  of  the  missionaries  of 
this  district  are  well  and  happy  in  the  great  cause  in 
which  they  are  engaged. 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT Alma  H.  Engberson,  President. 

"Wherefore,  he  that  preacheth  and  he  that  receiveth, 
understand  one  another,  and  both  are  edified  and 
rejoice  together." —  Doc.  &  Cov.  50:22. 

This  condition  was  fully  realized  in  the  Sunday 
School  conference  held  at  Mexico,  Missouri,  June  25. 
Only  eight  members  of  the  Church  live  in  Mexico, 
but  nearly  fifty  people  attended  both  sessions.  A  true 
hunger  for  truth  was  displayed  by  those  attending, 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  rested  mightily  upon  the 
missionaries  as  they  spoke.  All  "were  edified  and 
rejoiced  together." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  parents  of 
Frank  Ronald  Lunbeck,  whose  funeral  service  was  held 
in  Gideon,  Missouri,  July  2,  in  the  Methodist  church 
there.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  President  Alma 
H.  Engberson,  and  he  reports  that  many  friends  were 
made  for  the  Church.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 

there  manifested  in  abundance.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  Brother  and  Sister  Lunbeck  in  their 

time  of  sorrow  and  comfort  them  with  his  spirit. 

Seven  Mission  News. 

DeSolo,  Missouri  is  becoming  a  fruitful  field,  and 

Elders  Dee  L.  Andreason  and  J.  Ivan  Turnbow  report 
that  they  have  been  privileged  to  open  a  Sunday 

School  there.  They  feel  extremely  blessed  in  the  fine 
contacts  made  in  that  city. 

Elders  Luzell  D.  Wilde  and  Scott  W.  Hoge  report  the 
following  experience  while  traveling  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  district: 

"Upon  entering  a  small  town  we  went  to  see  the 
Mayor.  After  an  interesting  conversation  with  him 
he  expressed  a  desire  to  purchase  a  Book  of  Mormon 
and  he  asked  us  to  stay  and  hold  meetings  at  the 
city  hall.  After  the  meeting  he  took  us  to  the  hotel 
and  paid  our  lodging  for  the  night.  The  next  morning 
when  we  had  to  leave  he  said  for  us  to  be  sure  and 
return  to  hold  more  meetings.  He  manifested  a  strong 
interest  in  the  work  we  are  doing." 

We  are  happy  in  our  work  in  the  Missouri  District, 
and  feel  that  we  have  been  blessed  in  our  efforts  to 
promote  the  Lord's  work  here. 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT  :  -  Dorse  M.  Oman,  President. 

Hungry  souls  were  fed  in  a  veritable  spiritual  feast 
that  was  had  in  our  quarterly  conference,  the  first 
session  of  which  was  held  June  25th  in  Little  Rock, 
the  three  following  sessions  continuing  at  El  Dorado, 
June  26th.  The  inspiring  words  of  our  beloved  Presi¬ 
dent  Woodruff  lifted  all  to  a  higher  plane  of  spirituality 
and  gave  all  a  stronger,  more  zealous  determination  to 
adhere  to  the  Gospel  teachings  we  know  to  be  true. 

After  the  afternoon  session  of  conference  at  El  Dorado, 
a  baptismal  service  was  held  under  the  direction  of 
President  Chester  Plum.  Those  complying  with  the 
ordinance  were  Le  Roy  Smith,  Mary  Margaret  Hayes, 
Inez '  Hayes,  and  Thomas  Elmo  Flinnigan  who  were 
baptized  by  Marshall  Ray  Craig.  Since  that  time 
William  August  Peterson  of  Little  Rock  and  Ellis  Elmer 
Bryant  of  Blackwell  were  taken  into  the  waters  of 
baptism  by  Elder  Dorse  M.  Oman.  Opal  May  Turpin  of 
Griffithville  was  baptized  by  Elder  Erwin  G.  Bigelow. 
May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  these  penitent  people. 

A  large  number  of  the  Saints  met  at  Barney,  July 
23rd,  in  commemoration  of  the  entrance  of  the  pioneers 
into  the  valleys  of  Great  Salt  Lake.  There  were  many 
non-members  in  attendance  to  learn  the  purpose  of  the 
event,  and  a  very  enjoyable  lime  was  had  by  all. 

To  the  missionaries  of  the  district  the  future  holds 
much  appeal,  knowing  that  as  our  efforts  are,  so  shall 
our  accomplishments  be.  Much  interest  is  shown  by 
investigators  throughout  the  district. 


ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Edward  C.  Koelliker : -From  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  to  E.  Kan. 
Worth  L.  Phillips -From  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  Missouri. 
Jesse  L.  Smith  — From  Snowflake,  Arizona,  to  Missouri. 
TRANSFERS 

Thelma  Bowen -From  Independence  to  So.  W.  Mo. 
Helene  Brummett-From  Missouri  to  Mission  Office. 
Jennie  Fonnesbeck  — From  Independence  to  Missouri. 
Annie  Jarvis -From  West  Kansas  to  East  Oklahoma. 
Margaret  Ririe-From  So.  W.  Misouri  to  W.  Oklahoma. 
Ruby  Carrell  — From  West  Oklahoma  to  W.  Kansas. 
Claude  Wennergren -From  W.  Oklahoma  to  W.  Kansas. 
RELEASES 

Sibyl  Wilkinson  — Home,  Rigby  Idaho. 

Maria  Anderson  — Home,  Downey,  Idaho. 

VERNON  D.  BANKHEAD,  Mission  Clerk. 


THAT'S  WHAT  I  CALL  A  FRIEND 


One  whose  grip  is  a  little  tighter, 

One  whose  smile  is  a  little  brighter, 

One  whose  deeds  are  a  little  whiter, 

That's  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who’ll  lend  as  quick  as  he’ll  borrow, 

One  who’s  the  same  today  as  tomorrow, 

One  who  will  share  your  joy — and  sorrow, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  whose  thoughts  are  a  little  cleaner, 

One  whose  mind  is  a  little  keener, 

One  who  avoids  those  things  that  are  meaner, 
That’s  what  I  call 'a  friend. 

One,  when  you’re  gone,  who’ll  miss  you  sadly, 
One  who’ll  welcome  you  back  again  gladly. 
One  who,  though  angered,  will  not  speak  madly, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who  is  always  willing  to  aid  you, 

One  whose  advice  has  always  paid  you, 

One  who  defended  when  others  flayed  you, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who  has  been  fine  when  life  seemed  rotten, 
One  whose  ideals  you  have  not  forgotten, 

One  who  has  given  you  more  than  he’s  gotten, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend! 

— John  Burroughs. 


A  PILGRIM  PRAYS 

Grace  Noll  Cromwell 


So  long  I  have  been  guarded  by  ihy  power, 

Up  many  a  tangled  path  and  stony  hill, 

And  now,  dear  Lord,  through  this  strange  darkened  hour, 
Be  with  me  still. 

Be  with  me  for  the  way  is  long  and  lonely, 

I  am  bewildered  and  I  can  not  see, 

But  Lord,  I  shall  not  be  afraid,  if  only 
Thou  wilt  walk  with  me. 

If  only  I  can  some  way  keep  recalling 
The  darkened  roads  I  traveled  in  the  past, 

How,  after  Thou  didst  long  guard  me  from  falling 
Light  shown  at  last. 

Then  surely,  Lord,  I  can  go  forward,  knowing 
That  somewhere  on  the  hills  the  light  will  dawn, 

And  I  shall  reach  it  safely,  if  in  going 
Thou  wilt  still  lead  on. 
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work,  as  well  as  assisting  Pres.  Felt  throughout  the 
district. 

We  rejoice  in  the  arrival  of  the  following  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  have  recently  been  called  to  labor  in 
West  Kansas:  Elders  T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  and  O.  Claude 
Wennergren,  and  Sister  Ruby  Carrell. 

The  latest  report  is  that  all  of  the  missionaries  of 
this  district  are  well  and  happy  in  the  great  cause  in 
which  they  are  engaged. 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT Alma  H.  Engberson,  President. 

"Wherefore,  he  that  preacheth  and  he  that  receiveth, 
understand  one  another,  and  both  are  edified  and 
rejoice  together." —  Doc.  &  Cov.  50:22. 

This  condition  was  fully  realized  in  the  Sunday 
School  conference  held  at  Mexico,  Missouri,  June  25. 
Only  eight  members  of  the  Church  live  in  Mexico, 
but  nearly  fifty  people  attended  both  sessions.  A  true 
hunger  for  truth  was  displayed  by  those  attending, 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  rested  mightily  upon  the 
missionaries  as  they  spoke.  All  "were  edified  and 
rejoiced  together." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  parents  of 
Frank  Ronald  Lunbeck,  whose  funeral  service  was  held 
in  Gideon,  Missouri,  July  2,  in  the  Methodist  church 
there.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  President  Alma 
H.  Engberson,  and  he  reports  that  many  friends  were 
made  for  the  Church.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 

there  manifested  in  abundance.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  Brother  and  Sister  Lunbeck  in  their 

time  of  sorrow  and  comfort  them  with  his  spirit. 

Seven  Mission  News. 

DeSoto,  Missouri  is  becoming  a  fruitful  field,  and 

Elders  Dee  L.  Andreason  and  J.  Ivan  Turnbow  report 
that  they  have  been  privileged  to  open  a  Sunday 

School  there.  They  feel  extremely  blessed  in  the  fine 
contacts  made  in  that  city. 

Elders  Luzell  D.  Wilde  and  Scott  W.  Hoge  report  the 
following  experience  while  traveling  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  district: 

"Upon  entering  a  small  town  we  went  to  see  the 
Mayor.  After  an  interesting  conversation  with  him 
he  expressed  a  desire  to  purchase  a  Book  of  Mormon 
and  he  asked  us  to  stay  and  hold  meetings  at  the 
city  hall.  After  the  meeting  he  took  us  to  the  hotel 
and  paid  our  lodging  for  the  night.  The  next  morning 
when  we  had  to  leave  he  said  for  us  to  be  sure  and 
return  to  hold  more  meetings.  He  manifested  a  strong 
interest  in  the  work  we  are  doing." 

We  are  happy  in  our  work  in  the  Missouri  District, 
and  feel  that  we  have  been  blessed  in  our  efforts  to 
promote  the  Lord's  work  here. 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT Dorse  M.  Oman,  President. 

Hungry  souls  were  fed  in  a  veritable  spiritual  feast 
that  was  had  in  our  quarterly  conference,  the  first 
session  of  which  was  held  June  25th  in  Little  Rock, 
the  three  following  sessions  continuing  at  El  Dorado, 
June  26th.  The  inspiring  words  of  our  beloved  Presi¬ 
dent  Woodruff  lifted  all  to  a  higher  plane  of  spirituality 
and  gave  all  a  stronger,  more  zealous  determination  to 
adhere  to  the  Gospel  teachings  we  know  to  be  true. 

After  the  afternoon  session  of  conference  at  El  Dorado, 
a  baptismal  service  was  held  under  the  direction  of 
President  Chester  Plum.  Those  complying  with  the 
ordinance  were  Le  Roy  Smith,  Mary  Margaret  Hayes, 
Inez '  Hayes,  and  Thomas  Elmo  Flinnigan  who  were 
baptized  by  Marshall  Ray  Craig.  Since  that  time 
William  August  Peterson  of  Little  Rock  and  Ellis  Elmer 
Bryant  of  Blackwell  were  taken  into  the  waters  of 
baptism  by  Elder  Dorse  M.  Oman.  Opal  May  Turpin  of 
Griffithville  was  baptized  by  Elder  Erwin  G.  Bigelow. 
May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  these  penitent  people. 

A  large  number  of  the  Saints  met  at  Barney,  July 
23rd,  in  commemoration  of  the  entrance  of  the  pioneers 
into  the  valleys  of  Great  Salt  Lake.  There  were  many 
non-members  in  attendance  to  learn  the  purpose  of  the 
event,  and  a  very  enjoyable  time  was  had  by  all. 

To  the  missionaries  of  the  district  the  future  holds 
much  appeal,  knowing  that  as  our  efforts  are,  so  shall 
our  accomplishments  be.  Much  interest  is  shown  by 
investigators  throughout  the  district. 


ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Edward  C.  Koelliker:-From  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  to  E.  Kan. 
Worth  L.  Phillips -From  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  Missouri. 
Jesse  L.  Smith  — From  Snowflake,  Arizona,  to  Missouri. 
TRANSFERS 

Thelma  Bowen -From  Independence  to  So.  W.  Mo. 
Helene  Brummett-From  Missouri  to  Mission  Office. 
Jennie  Fonnesbeck  — From  Independence  to  Missouri. 
Annie  Jarvis -From  West  Kansas  to  East  Oklahoma. 
Margaret  Ririe-From  So.  W.  Misouri  to  W.  Oklahoma. 
Ruby  Carrell-From  West  Oklahoma  to  W.  Kansas. 
Claude  Wennergren -From  W.  Oklahoma  to  W.  Kansas. 
RELEASES 

Sibyl  Wilkinson  — Home,  Rigby  Idaho. 

Maria  Anderson  — Home,  Downey,  Idaho. 

VERNON  D.  BANKHEAD,  Mission  Clerk. 


THAT'S  WHAT  I  CALL  A  FRIEND 


One  whose  grip  is  a  little  tighter, 

One  whose  smile  is  a  little  brighter, 

One  whose  deeds  are  a  little  whiter, 

That's  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who’ll  lend  as  quick  as  he’ll  borrow, 

One  who’s  the  same  today  as  tomorrow, 

One  who  will  share  your  joy — and  sorrow, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  whose  thoughts  are  a  little  cleaner, 

One  whose  mind  is  a  little  keener, 

One  who  avoids  those  things  that  are  meaner, 
That’s  what  I  call ’a  friend. 

One,  when  you’re  gone,  who’ll  miss  you  sadly, 
One  who’ll  welcome  you  back  again  gladly. 
One  who,  though  angered,  will  not  speak  madly, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who  is  always  willing  to  aid  you, 

One  whose  advice  has  always  paid  you, 

One  who  defended  when  others  flayed  you, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend. 

One  who  has  been  fine  when  life  seemed  rotten, 
One  whose  ideals  you  have  not  forgotten, 

One  who  has  given  you  more  than  he’s  gotten, 
That’s  what  I  call  a  friend! 

— John  Burroughs. 


A  PILGRIM  PRAYS 

Grace  Noll  Cromwell 


So  long  I  have  been  guarded  by  fhy  power, 

Up  many  a  tangled  path  and  stony  hill, 

And  now,  dear  Lord,  through  this  strange  darkened  hour, 
Be  with  me  still. 

Be  with  me  for  the  way  is  long  and  lonely, 

I  am  bewildered  and  I  can  not  see, 

But  Lord,  I  shall  not  be  afraid,  if  only 
Thou  wilt  walk  with  me. 

If  only  I  can  some  way  keep  recalling 
The  darkened  roads  I  traveled  in  the  past, 

How,  after  Thou  didst  long  guard  me  from  falling 
Light  shown  at  last. 

Then  surely,  Lord,  I  can  go  forward,  knowing 
That  somewhere  on  the  hills  the  light  will  dawn, 

And  I  shall  reach  it  safely,  if  in  going 
Thou  wilt  still  lead  on. 


Mission  Miscellanea 


THE  PIONEER  MOTHER 
By  Mrs.  Vera  Spears,  Independence,  Mo. 

(Illustrated  by  pageant  in  pioneer  commemorative  pro¬ 
gram,  Sunday  evening,  July  24.) 

As  the  ponderous  wagons  creaked  along 
The  dusty  endless  road, 

The  Pioneer  Mother  walked  behind 
To  lighter  make  the  load. 

Her  tired  eyes  gazing  west  where  far 
O’er  mountain,  land  and  plain, 

She  glimpsed  a  hope  of  peace  at  last 
And  a  promise  of  home  again. 

Beside  her  walked  her  little  ones, 

Close  guarded  by  her  hand, 

They  gazed  with  wide  and  wondering  eyes 
Upon  this  unknown  land. 

Serene  upon  her  sun  browned  face 
Sat  peace,  and  trust  in  God/ 

She  altered  not  her  measured  pace, 

But  undauntedly  she  trod. 


seen  in  vision  as  being  so  prosperous  and  beautiful. 

Surely  God  inspired  this  indomitable  colonizer  in  the 
founding  of  that  great  commonwealth  in  the  heart  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Desolation  and  discouragement 
hovered  low,  but  God  in  His  majesty,  instilled  within 
his  bosom  an  unquenchable  desire  to  succeed.  The 
vision  and  inspiration  that  came  to  him  he  passed  on 
to  others. 

Men,  enfeebled  by  the  long  and  wearisome  journey, 
forsook  their  ox-carts  for  the  plow/  women  exhausted 
and  fatigued  through  trials  and  hardships,  gave  loving 
consolation  to  their  men  and  devoted  their  time,  talent 
and  energy  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  God-given  home¬ 
stead/  feet  that  had  grown  weary  by  the  tiresome  trek 
found  rest  in  a  change  of  work/  soil  that  had  crusted  in 
the  hot  sun  bore  fresh  green  hills  of  grain/  prairies, 
dried,  sunbaked  and  strewn  with  sage  brush  were  soon 
green  and  then  ripe  with  the  harvest. 

Through  it  all  what  have  we  gained?  Zion  is  founded 
in  strength  and  perpetuity.  Her  soul  has  thrilled  with 
the  consciousness  of  continuous  growth  and  prosperity. 
As  she  stands  upright,  as  an  ensign  to  the  world,  she 
understands  that  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  chose  as 
her  champion  a  man  of  "strong  mind,  great  heart,  true 
faith  and  willing  hands."  All  honor  to  the  prophet  and 
pioneer,  Brigham  Young. 


Nor  looked  behind  where  once  she  knew 
A  home  and  hearthfire's  glow, 

And  friends  and  loved  ones  who  did  not 
This  blessed  Gospel  know. 

At  night  above  the  campfire's  heat 
She  cooked  their  frugal  fare/ 

The  children  in  the  flickering  light 
Made  wondrous  pictures  there. 

While  there,  beyond  the  firelight's  rim, 
Unseen -but  not  unguessed 
By  this  brave  pioneer  mother  - 
Unnumbered  dangers  pressed. 

And  when  the  evening  meal  was  done 
Each  one  his  voice  did  raise 
In  songs  and  laughter  and  in  singing 
Their  Heavenly  Father's  praise. 

But  soon  she  drew  them  to  her  knees 
And  from  the  Holy  Book 
She  read  of  Israel's  wanderings,  how 
God  never  them  forsook. 

She  taught  them  to  have  faith  in  God/ 
She  taught  them  to  be  brave, 

And  there  a  wondrous  heritage 
To  her  little  ones  she  gave. 

Before  they  laid  them  down  to  sleep 
She  taught  them  how  to  pray, 

And  to  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
Protection  of  the  day. 

No  wonder  then  that  Zion  grows 
And  spreads  from  year  to  year  — 

'Twas  nurtured  by  such  mothers  as 
This  dauntless  Pioneer. 


A  TRIBUTE  TO  BRIGHAM  YOUNG 
By  Erwin  C.  Bigelow,  Central  Stales  Mission 

Ninety-one  years  have  passed  since  President  Brigham 
Young  directed  that  his  carriage  v  be  turned  so  that 
he  could  look  out  upon  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt 
Lake,  when  with  relief  and  satisfaction  he  uttered  those 
famous  words:  "This  is  the  place,  drive  on."  After 
having  fought  against  overwhelming  odds,  fearing 
neither  death  nor  defeat,  he  reached  the  valley  he  had 


WHAT  ARE  THE  ELEMENTS  OF  SALVATION? 

By  John  A.  Houclc,  Bellingham,  Wash. 

Man  seems  to  have  been  created  a  five-phased  being. 
He  has  five  fingers,  five  toes,  five  senses  and  his  life 
is  divided  into  five  periods —  infancy,  childhood,  youth, 
maturity  and  old  age.  May  it  be  that  the  salvation  of 
his  soul  has  five  essential  requirements? 

Let  us  consider  an  analogy  in  the  producing  of  a 
harvest. 

What  are  the  essentials  in  raising  a  crop?  Are  they 
not  soil,  seed,  moisture,  sunshine  and  labor?  Here 
again  we  have  five  factors  in  operation. 

Which  of  these  can  be  dispensed  with  and  yet  ma¬ 
ture  a  harvest?  Not  even  one.  All  are  essential  and 
must  play  their  part  if  the  objective  is  to  be  attained. 

The  plan  of  salvation  was  designed  for  man  and  is 
an  integral  part  of  his  life  program,  and  since  we  learn 
that  man  is  a  five-phased  being,  shall  we  look  for  five 
requirements  for  salvation?  In  the  saving  of  man’s 
soul  what  are  the  essential  elements  — meaning  those  so 
necessary  that  none  can  or  may  be  omitted,  as  shown 
above  in  regard  to  raising  a  crop?  According  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures  they  are: 

1st,  Faith  in  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

2nd,  Repentance  — turning  from  evil  and  doing  good. 

3rd,  Baptism  by  Immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins. 

4th,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5th,  Works -Living  by  the  law  of  the  Lord  and  doing 
His  will. 

Jesus  Christ  came  to  this  earth  as  the  "Way-shower" 
for  man.  He  said,  "in  me  ye  shall  have  life."  He  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  law,  "to  fulfill  all  righteousness."  He 
pointed  the  way/  He  showed  us  the  door  and  said: 
"He  that  eniereih  not  by  the  door  into  the  sheepfold,  but 
climbeth  up  some  other  way,  the  same  is  a  thief  and  a 
robber." 

Experience  teaches  us,  "There  is  no  excellency  with¬ 
out  labor"  and  we  firmly  believe,  "There  is  no  short¬ 
cut  to  heaven."  Who  among  us  wants  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  a  thief,  stealing  his  way  into  the  sheepfold?  The 
requirements  of  salvation  are  very  reasonable  but  they 
are  specific  and  essential.  The  reward  is  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  man. 


"Trust  no  man  to  be  your  teacher  nor  your  minister 
except  he  be  a  man  of  God,  walking  in  his  ways 
and  keeping  his  commandments."  — Mosiah  23:14. 


Nephi  The  Seer 


IN  NEPHI  WERE  EMBODIED  the  natural  qualities  of  leadership,  and  though  he 
was  the  fourth  son  of  Lehi's  family,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  his  older 
brothers  Laman  and  Lemuel  rebelled  against  him,  he  took  his  position  at  the 
head  of  the  colony  as  naturally  as  does  the  largest  apple  find  place  at  the  top 
of  the  jostled  basket.  Nature  had  marked  him  for  leadership,  and  an  excellent 
leader  he  was.  Would  that  all  who  direct  the  affairs  of  men  had  incorporated  in 
their  beings  the  principles  of  faith,  humility,  reverence,  justice,  love  and  industry 
which  characterized  Nephi.  From  the  first  he  had  full  confidence  in  the  teachings 
of  his  prophet  father,  and  the  divine  light  which  guided  the  father  illumined 
the  heart  and  mind  of  the  son.  He  lived  close  to  the  Lord/  communed  with 
Him  often  and  oft  received  instruction  and  guidance  from  Him. 

Not  long  had  the  colony  traveled  in  the  wilderness  when  Father  Lehi  was 
shown  a  vision  of  wonderous  things  that  were  in  the  future.  On  his  telling  the 
vision  to  his  family,  Nephi  believed  and  sought  earnestly  of  the  Lord  that  he 
too  might  be  shown  the  things  his  father  had  seen.  The  petition  was  granted 
and  the  vision  extended  beyond  that  shown  to  Lehi. 

The  great  and  spacious  building  representing  the  proud,  pleasure  crazy  social 
world,  the  filthy  river  of  sin,  the  misty  maze  of  darkness  and  doubt;  and  amid 
them  the  iron  rod,  as  the  word  of  God,  leading  to  the  tree  of  life  with  its  most  de¬ 
licious  of  all  fruit,  constitute  a  beautiful  portrayal  of  truth  by  the  analogy  of 
things  physical  and  common,  to  the  principles  involved  in  the  course  of  mortal 
life  and  the  way  to  eternal  happiness. 

Many  other  ihings  were  included  in  this  wondrous  and  comprehensive  vision 
seen  by  Nephi.  Among  them  were  the  birth,  ministry  and  atoning  sacrifice  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior.  Some  there  are  who,  in  the  face  of  the  many  Biblical  state¬ 
ments  declaring  the  divine  sonship  of  Jesus,  think  it  vulgarly  materialistic  to 
ascribe  to  the  Almighty  primary  responsibility  for  the  mortal  being  of  Jesus;  but  in 
the  vision  of  Nephi  the  angel  declares  that  the  child  in  the  arms  of  the  beautiful 
virgin  is  "the  Lamb  of  God,  yea,  even  the  Son  of  the  Eternal  Father."  Because  of 
the  teachings  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  coroborating  those  of  the  Holy  Bible  and 
more  fully  elucidated  by  modern  revelation,  Latter-day  Saints  are  happy  in  their 
understanding  of  the  literal  relationship  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  as  such- 

Nephi  saw  in  vision  the  prophetic  history  of  his  father's  people  down  to  the 
time  when,  because  of  wickedness,  they  should  become  a  dark  skinned,  indolent 
and  ignorant  people,  broken  up  into  nomadic  tribes,  and  driven  and  smitten  by 
another  race.  He  saw  that  the  Spirit  of  God  "wrought  upon  the  man"  who  was 
to  discover  this  land  and  later  upon  those  who  were  to  find  in  America  a  haven 
of  religious  liberty.  Their  struggle  for  freedom  was  shown  to  him  and  the  success 
that  would  be  achieved  through  divine  favor  and  blessing. 

In  his  view  of  the  future,  Nephi  saw  the  convulsive  scenes  through  which  this 
continent  was  to  pass  during  the  agonizing  hours  of  Golgotha.  While  the  Son 
of  God  hung  on  the  cross,  the  whole  face  of  the  land  of  America  was  changed. 
Nephi  saw  it  more  than  600  years  before  it  occurred;  archeologists  and  geologists 
are  now  reading  of  it  in  the  pages  of  earth's  history.  They  could  better  under¬ 
stand  the  problems  presented,  by  first  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

One  other  important  thing  seen  by  Nephi  was  the  coming  forth  of  the  Bible. 
Those  who  have  read  the  Sacred  Record  and  have  found  in  it  some  things  hard 
of  understanding  and  shrouded  in  mystery,  should  read  the  reason  for  it  in  the 
account  of  this  great  seer  of  2,500  years  ago.  He  was  shown  that  the  Word  of 
God  coming  from  the  Jews  would  suffer  changes  and  eliminations  of  its  plain 
and  simple  teachings  until  it  would  cause  "an  exceeding  great  many  to  stumble." 
He  also  saw  that  a  record  of  his  own  people  should  go  forth  containing  many 
of  the  "plain  and  precious  things"  which  had  been  lost  to  the  Jewish  Scripture. 

Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  Bible. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 


Vol.  36,  No.  6—1106  INDEPENDENCE,  MO.,  AUGUST  23,  1938  $1.00  a  Year 
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108th  Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  April  3,  1938 


*** 


We  are  not  here  upon  the 
earth  by  chance,  nor  did  we 
come  to  earth  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  the  wealth  of  this 
world,  or  the  praise  and  plaudits 
of  men,  or  for  our  own  personal 
agrandizemeni,  but  we  are  here 
according  to  the  plan  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  institu¬ 
ted  in  the  councils  of  heaven. 


*** 


Christ  himself,  while  his 
body  lay  in  the  tomb  /  went  and 
preached  to  the  spirits  in. 
prison,  and  so  we  believe  that 
the  faithful  men  and  women  of 
this  Church,  when  they  go 
beyond,  will  be  engaged  in 
that  kind  of  work.  There  is 
no  nobler  work  in  which  men 
Dr  women  can  be  employed. 


•** 


ERSONALLY  I  can  say  that  I  have  enjoyed  very  much  the  spirit  and  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  the  music  of  this  Conference — all  of  which  I  can  endorse  most 
heartily. 

I  have  been  made  to  feel  thankful  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  which  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  is  in  its  ascendency  in  the 
earth  today.  I  have  thought  of  the  faithfulness  of  this  people,  the  like  of  which  I 
doubt  can  be  found  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  They  have  accepted  the  Gospel  as  one 
of  sacrifice,  of  self-abnegation,  and  of  service  to  God  and  to  fellowmen.  They  are 
working  out  their  own  salvation  in  fear  and  trembling.  They  pray  for  the  Author¬ 
ities  of  this  Church,  and  the  Lord  answers  their  prayers.  I  do  not  know  that  we 
need  consider  the  exceptions. 

The  Authorities  of  the  Church  are  praying  for  the  people,  and  the  Lord  is  bless- 
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ing  the  members  of  his  Church  and  those 
who  are  rendering  service  in  the  Church, 
assisting  the  Lord  in  the  acomplishment 
of  his  work  and  purposes,  looking  to  the 
saving  of  the  souls  of  men,  without  mone¬ 
tary  consideration,  who  are  paying  their 
tithes  and  their  offerings,  and  answering 
calls  of  authority  from  the  leaders  of  the 
Church  to  fill  missions  abroad,  to  labor  in 
the  Church  at  home.  If  these  people  are 
not  well  paid  here  upon  earth  they  have 
the  assurance  of  a  reward  hereafter  that 
will  amply  justify  all  the  sacrifices  which 
they  may  make  here  in  the  flesh. 

Purpose  of  Life 

We  are  not  here  upon  earth,  brethren 
and  sisters,  and  friends,  by  chance,  nor  did 
we  come  to  earth  for  the  purpose  of  ac¬ 
quiring  the  wealth  of  this  world  or  the 
praise  and  plaudits  of  men,  or  for  our  own 
personal  aggrandizement,  but  we  are  here 
according  to  the  plan  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  was  instituted  in  the 
councils  of  heaven  before  the  world  was. 
It  involves  the  acceptance  of  certain  princi¬ 
ples  and  the  receiving  of  certain  ordinances, 
the  keeping  of  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  the  obeying  of  his  laws,  and  the 
rendering  of  service  to  one  another,  to  our 
fellowmen. 

It  is  pure  religion  and  undefiled  to  keep 
ourselves  free  from  the  sins  of  the  world 
and  to  visit  the  widows  and  the  fatherless 
in  their  affliction.  To  those  who  feed 
the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked  and  minister 
unto  the  needs  of  their  fellowmen  in  un¬ 
selfishness,  their  hearts  going  out  with 
their  alms,  to  such  will  the  Lord  say  in 
the  day  of  reckoning:  “Come  ye  blessed 
of  the  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.” 

But  to  those  who  have  buttoned  up 
their  pockets,  who  have  closed  their  hearts 
against  the  needs  of  their  fellowmen,  living 
entirely  selfish  lives,  they  may  expect  the 
words  of  the  Judge  of  all:  “Depart  from 
me,  ye  cursed.” 

We  should  in  very  deed  lose  our  lives 
in  the  service  to  our  God  and  to  our  fel¬ 
lowmen.  The  greatest  service  that  we  can 
render,  the  most  helpful  to  our  fellow¬ 
men  and  to  ourselves  and  to  our  God  is 
helping  men  and  women  to  find  out  the 
way  of  life  and  salvation,  to  know  what 


salvation  is,  of  what  it  consists,  and  how 
it  may  be  attained,  and  to  encourage  them 
by  teaching  them  the  word  and  will  of 
the  Lord,  to  accept  of  the  same,  and  to 
walk  in  newness  of  life  in  the  path  which 
is  straight  and  narrow,  and  leads  unto 
life  everlasting 

The  Gospel  the  Law  for  All  Mankind 

Hence  we  preach  the  Gospel  at  great  ex¬ 
pense,  it  is  true,  to  the  Church,  but  the 
souls  of  men  and  women  cannot  be  valued 
in  dollars  and  cents  in  the  cost  of  effort. 
The  Gospel  which  we  have  received  is  the 
law  by  which  all  mankind  are  in  the  end 
to  be  judged,  and  either  condemned  or 
justified  according  to  merit.  The  scrip¬ 
tures  tell  us  that  before  the  law  sin  was 
in  the  world,  but  sin  is  not  imputed  where 
there  is  no  law,  and  that  where  there  is 
no  law  there  is  no  judgment,  and  where 
there  is  no  judgment  there  is  no  condem¬ 
nation.  That  means  that  the  law  of  the 
Gospel  must  be  taught  unto  all  men;  they 
are  to  have  opportunity  to  exercise  their 
judgment  and  their  agency  in  accepting 
or  rejecting  it,  and  inasmuch  as  many  of 
our  Father children — many  millions  of 
them — have  lived  upon  this  earth  and 
passed  on  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  its  saving 
power,  the  Gospel  must  be  taught  to  them 
in  the  spirit  world. 

That  is  not  a  new  doctrine,  for  Christ 
himself,  as  the  scriptures  teach  us,  while 
his  body  lay  in  the  tomb  went  and 
preached  to  the  spirits  in  prison,  and  so 
we  believe  that  the  faithful  men  and  wo¬ 
men  of  this  Church,  when  they  go 
beyond,  will  be  engaged  in  that  kind  of 
work.  There  is  no  nobler  work  in  which 
men  or  women  can  be  employed  than 
that  of  helping  the  unfortunate,  those 
who  are  in  spiritual  darkness,  to  find  the 
way  to  life  eternal  and  encouraging  them 
to  walk  therein. 

On  the  other  side  this  work  of  preach¬ 
ing  is  going  on  too.  but  there  are  saving 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel  that  all  man¬ 
kind  must  receive  if  they  will  be  saved, 
and  they  are  administered  here  upon  the 
earth  by  those  having  authority.  Most  of 
the  higher  ordinances  are  administered  only 
in  the  Temples  of  our  God.  To  find  out 
these  our  kindred  ancestors  by  genealogical 
research,  and  to  go  into  the  Temples  of 
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the  Lord  and  receive  for  them  vicariously 
those  saving  ordinances  is  another  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  rests  upon  us  as  a  people, 
than  which  there  is  no  greater,  and  the 
blessings  that  we  receive  will  be  according 
to  our  faithfulness  in  the  discharging  of 
this  responsibility. 

This  is  true  religion  and  undefiled  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord. 

I  do  not  know  that  comparisons  would 
help  any.  I  have  been  letting  this  thought 
run  through  my  mind:  Where  in  all  this 
wide  world  can  we  find  a  people,  a  work¬ 
ing  people  in  their  religion,  in  their  church 
organizations,  as  we  have  it  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints? 
Where  can  we  find  a  people  who  are 
making  the  sacrifices  that  this  people  are 
doing,  who  are  doing  the  good  that  this 
people  are  doing? 

Oar  Religion  a  Positive  One 

Mormonism,  I  think  we  were  told  by 
Bishop  Cannon  this  morning,  is  a  posi¬ 
tive  religion,  and  I  say  that  which  is  in 
opposition  to  it  is  negative.  If  it  were 
possible  that  the  Latter-day  Saints  could 
be  mistaken  in  their  attitude  that  this  re¬ 
ligion  of  ours  is  a  positive  religion,  that 
there  are  things  that  must  be  done  and 
accomplished  in  order  to  attain  salvation, 
principles  to  be  accepted  and  ordinances  to 
be  received,  service  to  be  rendered  such  as 
the  Latter-day  Saints  are  rendering,  I  say 
if  it  were  possible  that  we  could  be  mis¬ 
taken  in  this  thing — for  we  will  all  know 
at  some  future  time  with  regard  to  salva¬ 
tion  and  its  requirements,  when  every  knee 
shall  bow  and  every  tongue  confess  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  if  not  before — we 
would  be  as  well  off  as  those  who  take 
the  negative  attitude  toward  religion.  But 
if  it  proves  that  we  are  right — as  I  am 
sure  it  will — in  our  claims  of  the  things 
necessary  in  order  to  obtain  salvation,  how 
much  better  off  we  will  be  than  those  who 
have  been  on  the  negative  side.  So  we 
are  on  the  safe  side,  and  I  thank  God 
that  I  have  the  assurance  that  we  are  on 
the  safe  side  so  far  as  understanding  what 
salvation  is  and  how  it  may  be  attained. 

I  think  so  far  as  the  practice  of  these 
things  is  concerned  we  are  setting  a  worthy 
example  to  the  world  of  mankind.  I  have 
no  fear  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  that  that 
is  the  order  of  things.  If  only  we  could 
fulfill  the  law  in  an  acceptable  way  as  our 
Father’s  children,  all  will  be  well  with  us, 


there  will  be  no  disappointment,  and  that 
is  the  thing  that  we  are  here  upon  this 
earth  to  do,  to  make  preparation  for  the 
life  which  is  to  come,  which  is  eternal,  so 
that  when  we  go  beyond  there  will  be 
no  reproach  of  having  done  things  we 
ought  not  to  have  done,  there  will  be  no 
disappointment.  We  will  enter  into  the 
rest  and  the  glory  that  are  prepared  for 
the  righteous  of  our  Father’s  children. 

God  bless  this  people  for  their  faith¬ 
fulness,  their  devotion  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  may  he  reward  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Church  fully  for  every  sacrifice 
that  they  make  in  this  life,  and  if  not  in 
this  life,  in  the  life  to  come,  I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


DEATH  NOT  A  FINALITY 

Were  this  life  all  there  is  to  existence, 
its  deeper  problems  would  be  altogether  in¬ 
soluble,  its  seeming  enigmas  wholly  in¬ 
explicable.  If  death  of  itself  be  an  un¬ 
qualified  calamity,  an  evil  to  which  there 
is  no  recompensing  sequel,  then  indeed  does 
injustice  reign.  But  by  the  sure  word 
of  divine  avowal  we  know  that  death  is 
not  finality  to  the  soul,  that  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  spirit  and  body  is  but  temporary 
separation,  and  that  during  the  period  of 
disembodiment  the  individual  lives  as  an 
intelligent  active  spirit.  Morover,  that 
same  word  tells  of  adjustment  and  restitu¬ 
tion,  as  has  been  said,  whereby  the  innocent 
who  have  suffered  from  the  wickedness  of 
others  shall  be  recompensed  in  heavenly 
measure  for  their  earthly  pains.  Not  death, 
but  the  life  that  preceded  it  and  the  state 
of  our  souls  beyond ,  should  be  our  great 
concern. — Dr.  James  E.  Talmage . 


Happiness  isn't  locked  up  in  vaults; 
it’s  locked  up  in  you .  Take  the  advice 
of  one  happy  man:  When  your  good 
fairy  comes  along  with  her  three  wishes, 
let  the  first  be,  “Don't  give  me  less  than 
I  can  use  well;”  and  the  second,  “Don't 
give  me  more;”  and  let  your  third  and 
most  important  wish  be,  “With  what¬ 
ever  you  give,  give  me  pleasure  in  what 
I  have.”— ^ Channing  Pollock. 


A  wise  man  adapts  himself  to  circum¬ 
stances,  as  water  shapes  itself  to  the  vessel 
that  contains  it. — Chinese  Proverb . 
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the  Lord  and  receive  for  them  vicariously 
those  saving  ordinances  is  another  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  rests  upon  us  as  a  people, 
than  which  there  is  no  greater,  and  the 
blessings  that  we  receive  will  be  according 
to  our  faithfulness  in  the  discharging  of 
this  responsibility. 

This  is  true  religion  and  undefiled  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord. 

I  do  not  know  that  comparisons  would 
help  any.  I  have  been  letting  this  thought 
run  through  my  mind:  Where  in  all  this 
wide  world  can  we  find  a  people,  a  work¬ 
ing  people  in  their  religion,  in  their  church 
organizations,  as  we  have  it  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints? 
Where  can  we  find  a  people  who  are 
making  the  sacrifices  that  this  people  are 
doing,  who  are  doing  the  good  that  this 
people  are  doing? 

Our  Religion  a  Positive  One 

Mormonism,  I  think  we  were  told  by 
Bishop  Cannon  this  morning,  is  a  posi¬ 
tive  religion,  and  I  say  that  which  is  in 
opposition  to  it  is  negative.  If  it  were 
possible  that  the  Latter-day  Saints  could 
be  mistaken  in  their  attitude  that  this  re¬ 
ligion  of  ours  is  a  positive  religion,  that 
there  are  things  that  must  be  done  and 
accomplished  in  order  to  attain  salvation, 
principles  to  be  accepted  and  ordinances  to 
be  received,  service  to  be  rendered  such  as 
the  Latter-day  Saints  are  rendering,  I  say 
if  it  were  possible  that  we  could  be  mis¬ 
taken  in  this  thing — for  we  will  all  know 
at  some  future  time  with  regard  to  salva¬ 
tion  and  its  requirements,  when  every  knee 
shall  bow  and  every  tongue  confess  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  if  not  before — we 
would  be  as  well  off  as  those  who  take 
the  negative  attitude  toward  religion.  But 
if  it  proves  that  we  are  right — as  I  am 
sure  it  will — in  our  claims  of  the  things 
necessary  in  order  to  obtain  salvation,  how 
much  better  off  we  will  be  than  those  who 
have  been  on  the  negative  side.  So  we 
are  on  the  safe  side,  and  I  thank  God 
that  I  have  the  assurance  that  we  are  on 
the  safe  side  so  far  as  understanding  what 
salvation  is  and  how  it  may  be  attained. 

I  think  so  far  as  the  practice  of  these 
things  is  concerned  we  are  setting  a  worthy 
example  to  the  world  of  mankind.  I  have 
no  fear  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  that  that 
is  the  order  of  things.  If  only  we  could 
fulfill  the  law  in  an  acceptable  way  as  our 
Father’s  children,  all  will  be  well  with  us, 


there  will  be  no  disappointment,  and  that 
is  the  thing  that  we  are  here  upon  this 
earth  to  do,  to  make  preparation  for  the 
life  which  is  to  come,  which  is  eternal,  so 
that  when  we  go  beyond  there  will  be 
no  reproach  of  having  done  things  we 
ought  not  to  have  done,  there  will  be  no 
disappointment.  We  will  enter  into  the 
rest  and  the  glory  that  are  prepared  for 
the  righteous  of  our  Father’s  children. 

God  bless  this  people  for  their  faith¬ 
fulness,  their  devotion  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  may  he  reward  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Church  fully  for  every  sacrifice 
that  they  make  in  this  life,  and  if  not  in 
this  life,  in  the  life  to  come,  I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


DEATH  NOT  A  FINALITY 

Were  this  life  all  there  is  to  existence, 
its  deeper  problems  would  be  altogether  in¬ 
soluble,  its  seeming  enigmas  wholly  in¬ 
explicable.  If  death  of  itself  be  an  un¬ 
qualified  calamity,  an  evil  to  which  there 
is  no  recompensing  sequel,  then  indeed  does 
injustice  reign.  But  by  the  sure  word 
of  divine  avowal  we  know  that  death  is 
not  finality  to  the  soul,  that  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  spirit  and  body  is  but  temporary 
separation,  and  that  during  the  period  of 
disembodiment  the  individual  lives  as  an 
intelligent  active  spirit.  Morover,  that 
same  word  tells  of  adjustment  and  restitu¬ 
tion,  as  has  been  said,  whereby  the  innocent 
who  have  suffered  from  the  wickedness  of 
others  shall  be  recompensed  in  heavenly 
measure  for  their  earthly  pains.  Not  death, 
but  the  life  that  preceded  it  and  the  state 
of  our  souls  beyond,  should  be  our  great 
concern. — Dr.  James  E.  Talmage. 


Happiness  isn’t  locked  up  in  vaults; 
it's  locked  up  in  you.  Take  the  advice 
of  one  happy  man:  When  your  good 
fairy  comes  along  with  her  three  wishes, 
let  the  first  be,  “Don't  give  me  less  than 
I  can  use  well;’’  and  the  second,  “Don't 
give  me  more;"  and  let  your  third  and 
most  important  wish  be,  “With  what¬ 
ever  you  give,  give  me  pleasure  in  what 
I  have."— Channing  Pollock. 


A  wise  man  adapts  himself  to  circum¬ 
stances,  as  water  shapes  itself  to  the  vessel 
that  contains  it. — Chinese  Proverb. 
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MORMONISM  A  GOSPEL  OF  WORK  -  - 
OF  SERVICE 

By  ELDER  W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President  ol  the 
California  Mission 

(Address  in  Tabernacle,  Annual  Conference,  Apr.  6,  1938) 

I  am  conscious  of  what  is  known  as 
the  '‘dizzy  heights.”  I  am  humbled  by 
the  great  responsibility  that  rests  upon  one 
who  is  called  to  address  the  Saints  of  the 
Lord,  but  I  am  grateful  to  bring  to  you 
a  report  of  the  California  Mission,  and  to 
bring  you  the  greetings  of  the  missionaries 
and  nine  thousand  fine  Saints  in  that  mis¬ 
sion.  I  am  happy  to  bring  you  word  that 
the  call  of  our  Prophet  at  the  last  Con¬ 
ference,  that  “the  presiding  officers  of  the 
Church  shall  be  keepers  of  the  law,”  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  California  mission, 
with  the  result  that  there  has  been  a  re¬ 
vival,  if  we  may  call  it  that,  in  the  faith  of 
the  people. 

I  am  happy  to  bring  to  you  the  greetings 
of  the  missionaries,  these  fine  young  men 
and  young  women  who  have  been  sent 
into  the  field,  who,  with  enthusiasm  and 
earnestness,  are  carrying  forward  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  with  the  result  that  during 
the  past  year  four  hundred  and  twenty  five 
baptisms  are  recorded  in  our  mission. 

We  have  fifty-one  branches  out  there, 
twenty-six  of  them  housed  in  their  own 
chapels.  We  have  organized  in  the  mission 
six  districts,  operating  as  ‘‘junior  stakes,” 
and  we  place  the  responsibility  of  govern¬ 
ing,  developing,  and  building  up  these  sec¬ 
tions  and  branches  on  the  shoulders  of 
local  brethren.  We  are  happy  to  say  to 
you  that  they  have  appreciated  it  and  are 
doing  a  splendid  work. 

Ten  Priesthood  quorums  have  been  or¬ 
ganized,  which  have  given  Priesthood  ac¬ 
tivity  to  men  who  for  years  have  read  of 
Priesthood  work  but  have  had  no  part  in 
it.  A  splendid  work  is  being  accomplished. 

The  highlight  of  our  mission  during  the 
past  six  months  has  been  the  recent  visit  of 
Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Twelve.  He  visited  all  parts  of 
the  mission  and  preached  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  people.  Our  people 
appreciated  it  and  were  thrilled  at  hearing 
the  good  old-fashioned  Gospel  preached 
and  they  were  greatly  instructed  by  Elder 
Smith.  They  will  long  remember  his 
visit  to  the  mission. 


I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  that 
has  come  to  us  to  labor  in  this  great  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  for,  as  the  Prophet  has  said, 
‘‘after  all  has  been  said,  our  greatest  work 
is  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 
So  I  am  thrilled  for  the  opportunity  of 
laboring  with  these  fine  missionaries, 
young  men  and  women  who  have  been 
sent  there  to  preach  the  Gospel.  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  what  a  state  official  said  to  me 
recently  in  Sacramento:  “I  do  not  know 
much  about  your  Mormon  theology  or 
what  you  teach,  but  I  think  you  are  doing 
one  of  the  greatest  works  among  the  youth 
of  America  today.” 

I  asked  him  to  explain,  and  he  said: 
‘‘It  is  in  these  young  men  you  send  on  mis¬ 
sions  who  go  about  the  world.  If  I  had 
a  son  I  would  want  him  to  go  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  for  the  Mormon  Church.” 

I  thought  that  was  a  real  tribute.  He 
had  seen  and  witnessed  the  growth  and  im¬ 
provement  that  comes  to  these  young  men 
and  young  women  who  labor  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  field. 

So,  to  you  parents,  I  want  to  say  that 
nothing  in  the  world  that  you  can  do  for 
your  sons  and  daughters  will  ever  measure 
up  to  the  experiences,  or  the  growth  and 
development  that  will  come  to  them,  nor 
the  possibilities  for  future  success,  as  for 
the  time  they  spend  in  the  mission  field. 
So  I  hope  that  you  will  regard  a  mission 
for  your  sons  and  daughters  as  one  of 
the  obligations  that  the  Lord  has  placed 
upon  you;  to  see  that  they  have  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  engage  in  this  service  that  will 
carry  them  far  in  their  lives. 

I  am  grateful  to  report  to  you  the  fine 
work  of  the  Saints  in  the  California  Mis¬ 
sion,  and  to  bring  you  the  message,  you 
Bishops  of  wards,  that  a  little  branch  in 
California  whose  obedience  to  the  law  of 
tithing  during  the  past  year  gave  them  a 
$30  per  capita  record;  and  another  little 
branch  in  Arizona  where  every  member 
who  earned  during  the  year  paid  tithing; 
a  branch  that  is  100%  in  keeping  of  that 
law. 

We  have  more  than  ten  branches  in  the 
California  Mission  that  paid  tithing  per 
capita  above  $14.  We  sing,  ‘‘We  Thank 
Thee  O  God,  for  a  Prophet,”  and  ‘‘Come, 
Listen  to  a  Prophet's  Voice,”  and  when  we 
hear  these  voices  we  do  not  always  pay 
heed  to  them.  It  seems  to  be  the  spirit  of 
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people  to  revere  the  old  prophets  and  to 
slay  the  living  ones.  I  want  to  bear  testi¬ 
mony  to  you  that  we  are  guided  by  pro¬ 
phets  of  God  today,  and  that  the  work  of 
this  Church  and  its  leadership  is  in  the 
hands  of  men  inspired  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  and  the  Latter-day  Saint  who 
listens  and  obeys  counsel  will  always  find 
his  footsteps  in  the  paths  of  righteousness. 

I  bear  testimony  to  you  that  this  is 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  bear  testimony  to  you  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God,  and 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  that  we  as  a  people  should  be 
more  concerned  and  more  familiar  with  the 
truths  that  are  contained  in  these  sacred 
records.  God  bless  us  to  be  a  people  that 
shall  be  an  example  to  the  world,  that  our 
good  works  may  lead  other  good  men  and 
women  throughout  the  world  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  truth.  I  want  to  say  to  you, 
in  harmony  with  what  I  said  about  our 
being  led  by  prophets  of  God,  that  this 
recent  new  work  that  has  been  inaugurated 
in  the  Church — our  great  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram — is  the  key  that  opens  more  doors 
in  the  mission  field  today  than  anything 
else.  Men  everywhere  are  interested  in 
knowing  what  the  Mormon  Church  is 
doing  for  its  people,  and  not  alone  that 
they'  are  being  cared  for,  but  that  the 
Church  is  requiring  every  man  to  be  a 
worker  and  not  an  idler.  Intelligent  men 
of  the  world  are  concerned  with  the  fact 
that  this  Church  requires  labor  from  those 
who  shall  receive  its  gratuities. 

God  bless  us  to  be  what  we  ought  to  be, 
I  pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 


MY  LIFE  CODE 

Plain  food  for  the  stomach,  vigorous 
exercise  for  the  muscles,  pure  air  for  the 
lungs,  sound  sleep  for  the  nerves,  good 
cheer  for  the  liver,  great  thoughts  for  the 
head,  holy  aspirations  for  the  heart,  kind 
deeds  for  neighbors,  and  pure  love  for 
God — These  things  make  life  worth  liv¬ 
ing  and  heaven  sure  of  winning. 

— Nephi  Jensen. 


Ii  is  said  that  ever  so  many  more  muscles 
are  taxed  to  produce  a  frown.  Let  us  ease 
up  on  our  energy  and  smile. 


HE  THAT  IS  SPIRITUAL 


But  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things,  y®*  h® 
himself  is  judged  of  no  man.  — I  Cor.  2:15. 

The  statement  by  the  Apostle  Paul  “that 
he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things’1  may 
seem  strained  and  a  little  extravagant  to  us 
but  we  must  admit  that  it  is  the  man  who 
has  climbed  up  into  the  spiritual  ranges  of 
his  being  and  character  that  can  judge  the 
relative  values  of  the  world.  The  man  who 
has  not  is  not  capable  of  judgment.  A  man, 
for  instance,  knows  what  it  means  to  be  a 
boy;  he  knows  what  it  means  to  be  a 
youth;  he  knows  what  middle  age  means 
and,  if  he  has  lived  to  be  old,  he  knows 
what  old  age  means.  But  the  boy  does  not 
know  the  meaning  of  youth,  and  the  youth 
does  not  know  the  meaning  of  middle  age. 
Old  age  knows  the  meaning  of  them  all 
because  it  has  experienced  all. 

We  take  it  that  what  Paul  means  is  just 
as  natural  and  reasonable  a  thing  as  that. 
The  man  who  has  climbed  up  into  the  spir¬ 
itual  ranges  of  his  being  is  capable  of  know¬ 
ing  and  judging  the  lower  ranges;  but  the 
lower  ranges  know  nothing  of  the  higher. 
A  man  who  has  climbed  up  a  mountain 
side  can  overlook  the  whole  landscape;  the 
man  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  sees  next 
to  nothing.  So  the  spiritual  man  knows 
what  is  best  in  life  and  what  is  poorest. 
He  is  capable  of  estimating  that  which  is  of 
value.  If  the  butterfly  had  a  sufficient  in¬ 
telligence  and  memory  to  enable  it  to  run 
back  and  link  together  all  the  various 
phases  of  its  life,  it  would  be  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  all  the  lower  steps  of  its  develop¬ 
ment  clear  down  to  the  grub,  from  which 
it  has  sprung. 

Right  in  here  is  the  seat  and  secret  of  a 
large  part  of  the  skepticisms  of  the 
world.  You  find  men  who  lead  what  we 
call  a  carnal  or  material  life  which  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  spiritual.  Everybody  knows 
that  there  are  these  two  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  facts  and  experiences  of  life.  A 
man  who  has  never  climbed  up  out  of  the 
lower  ranges  of  his  being  has  never  be¬ 
come  aware  of  the  higher  powers  and  fac¬ 
ulties  of  his  nature.  He  does  not  know 
himself.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  time  of  Jesus  when  brought  face  to 
face  with  his  divine  goodness  and  sublim¬ 
ity  of  character,  turned  away  from  Him. 
They  were  of  necessity  antagonistic  to  such 
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people  to  revere  the  old  prophets  and  to 
slay  the  living  ones.  I  want  to  bear  testi¬ 
mony  to  you  that  we  are  guided  by  pro¬ 
phets  of  God  today,  and  that  the  work  of 
this  Church  and  its  leadership  is  in  the 
hands  of  men  inspired  of  our  Father  in 
heaven,  and  the  Latter-day  Saint  who 
listens  and  obeys  counsel  will  always  find 
his  footsteps  in  the  paths  of  righteousness. 

I  bear  testimony  to  you  that  this  is 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  bear  testimony  to  you  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of  God,  and 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  that  we  as  a  people  should  be 
more  concerned  and  more  familiar  with  the 
truths  that  are  contained  in  these  sacred 
records.  God  bless  us  to  be  a  people  that 
shall  be  an  example  to  the  world,  that  our 
good  works  may  lead  other  good  men  and 
women  throughout  the  world  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  truth.  I  want  to  say  to  you. 
in  harmony  with  what  I  said  about  our 
being  led  by  prophets  of  God,  that  this 
recent  new  work  that  has  been  inaugurated 
in  the  Church — our  great  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram — is  the  key  that  opens  more  doors 
in  the  mission  field  today  than  anything 
else.  Men  everywhere  are  interested  in 
knowing  what  the  Mormon  Church  is 
doing  for  its  people,  and  not  alone  that 
they'  are  being  cared  for,  but  that  the 
Church  is  requiring  every  man  to  be  a 
worker  and  not  an  idler.  Intelligent  men 
of  the  world  are  concerned  with  the  fact 
that  this  Church  requires  labor  from  those 
who  shall  receive  its  gratuities. 

God  bless  us  to  be  what  we  ought  to  be, 
I  pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 


MY  LIFE  CODE 

Plain  food  for  the  stomach,  vigorous 
exercise  for  the  muscles,  pure  air  for  the 
lungs,  sound  sleep  for  the  nerves,  good 
cheer  for  the  liver,  great  thoughts  for  the 
head,  holy  aspirations  for  the  heart,  kind 
deeds  for  neighbors,  and  pure  love  for 
God — These  things  make  life  worth  liv¬ 
ing  and  heaven  sure  of  winning. 

— Nephi  Jensen. 


It  is  said  that  ever  so  many  more  muscles 
are  taxed  to  produce  a  frown.  Let  us  ease 
up  on  our  energy  and  smile. 


HE  THAT  IS  SPIRITUAL 


But  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things,  Yet  h® 
himself  is  judged  of  no  man.  — I  Cor.  2:15. 

The  statement  by  the  Apostle  Paul  “that 
he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  all  things"  may 
seem  strained  and  a  little  extravagant  to  us 
but  we  must  admit  that  it  is  the  man  who 
has  climbed  up  into  the  spiritual  ranges  of 
his  being  and  character  that  can  judge  the 
relative  values  of  the  world.  The  man  who 
has  not  is  not  capable  of  judgment.  A  man, 
for  instance,  knows  what  it  means  to  be  a 
boy;  he  knows  what  it  means  to  be  a 
youth;  he  knows  what  middle  age  means 
and,  if  he  has  lived  to  be  old,  he  knows 
what  old  age  means.  But  the  boy  does  not 
know  the  meaning  of  youth,  and  the  youth 
does  not  know  the  meaning  of  middle  age. 
Old  age  knows  the  meaning  of  them  all 
because  it  has  experienced  all. 

We  take  it  that  what  Paul  means  is  just 
as  natural  and  reasonable  a  thing  as  that. 
The  man  who  has  climbed  up  into  the  spir¬ 
itual  ranges  of  his  being  is  capable  of  know¬ 
ing  and  judging  the  lower  ranges;  but  the 
lower  ranges  know  nothing  of  the  higher. 
A  man  who  has  climbed  up  a  mountain 
side  can  overlook  the  whole  landscape;  the 
man  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  sees  next 
to  nothing.  So  the  spiritual  man  knows 
what  is  best  in  life  and  what  is  poorest. 
He  is  capable  of  estimating  that  which  is  of 
value.  If  the  butterfly  had  a  sufficient  in¬ 
telligence  and  memory  to  enable  it  to  run 
back  and  link  together  all  the  various 
phases  of  its  life,  it  would  be  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  all  the  lower  steps  of  its  develop¬ 
ment  clear  down  to  the  grub,  from  which 
it  has  sprung. 

Right  in  here  is  the  seat  and  secret  of  a 
large  part  of  the  skepticisms  of  the 
world.  You  find  men  who  lead  what  we 
call  a  carnal  or  material  life  which  is  op¬ 
posed  to  the  spiritual.  Everybody  knows 
that  there  are  these  two  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  facts  and  experiences  of  life.  A 
man  who  has  never  climbed  up  out  of  the 
lower  ranges  of  his  being  has  never  be¬ 
come  aware  of  the  higher  powers  and  fac¬ 
ulties  of  his  nature.  He  does  not  know 
himself.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  time  of  Jesus  when  brought  face  to 
face  with  his  divine  goodness  and  sublim¬ 
ity  of  character,  turned  away  from  Him. 
They  were  of  necessity  antagonistic  to  such 
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clear  consecration  to  truth,  justice  and 
right  as  Jesus  brought  them.  The  spir¬ 
itual  greatness  of  Jesus,  his  sympathy  for 
man — a  sympathy  so  pure  and  deep  that  it 
was  like  a  clear  stream  flowing  in  a  thirsty 
land — meant  nothing  except  hatred  to 
those  who  had  never  reached  even  the  low 
levels  of  spirituality.  And  yet  Jesus 
taught  that  the  divine  spark  is  in  every 
human  being  and  that  it  needs  only  to 
be  fanned  into  flame  to  reveal  the  spiritual 
beauty  of  the  soul. 

There  are  some  men  who  have  little  or 
no  taste  for  music.  The  sublimest  of  music 
does  not  interest  or  move  them.  This  is 
true  also  of  poetry;  but  music  and  poetry 
do  not  cease  to  exist  because  those  who  are 
undeveloped  in  this  dirction  do  not  ap¬ 
preciate  them.  For  millions  of  men  and 
women  these  create  a  world  of  truth, 
beauty  and  joy.  There  are  thousands  of 
persons  who,  if  they  had  to  be  shut  away 
with  one  class  of  books,  would  unhesitat¬ 
ingly  take  the  poets.  When  you  find  a 
man  who  does  not  believe  that  there  is  a 
spirit  in  man,  who  does  not  believe  in  God, 
in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth;  who  does 
not  believe  in  the  integrity  of  the  universe, 
or  in  the 

“One  far-off  divine  event 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves/' 

When  you  find  such  a  man  ascertain  what 
experiences  he  has  had,  what  capacity  he 
has  developed  to  feel  and  appreciate  high 
and  fine  things.  If  he  has  not  had  these 
experiences,  his  opinion  is  of  no  more  value 
as  a  means  of  finding  the  truth  than  that 
of  the  man  who  is  blind,  deaf  and  dumb. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  no  intelli¬ 
gent,  fine  and  noble  men  doubt.  Doubt  is 
the  parent  of  discovery.  It  was  not  until 
men  began  to  doubt  and  question  that  they 
began  to  make  intellectual  progress.  A  few 
hundred  years  ago  the  majority  of  mankind 
believed  that  the  earth  was  flat,  that  there 
were  witches,  and  that  the  ringing  of 
church  bells  would  keep  the  devils  away. 
There  is  no  wrong  necessarily  in  doubt. 
It  is  the  moral  ability  to  understand  and 
believe  in  the  power  and  beauty  of  spirit¬ 
uality  that  we  have  in  mind. 

The  men  and  women  of  the  Christian 
Chucrh  are  supposed  to  believe  in  the  im¬ 
mortality  of  the  soul.  Now  if  there  is  an¬ 
other  life,  and  if  that  life  is  predominately 


the  life  of  the  spirit,  then  there  is  somethin^ 
to  do  to  get  ready  for  it.  It  is  a  blessed 
thing  that  we  are  learning  that  the  true  and 
noble  life  here  is  preparation  for  the  higher 
life  that  is  to  follow.  There  is  no  contra¬ 
diction  between  them.  If  we  are  to  live 
the  spiritual  life,  it  is  only  simple,  natural 
and  human  that  we  should  begin  now.  If 
we  are  to  live  again,  it  is  the  most  natural 
and  reasonable  thing  in  the  world  that 
we  should  live  at  least  a  part  of  the  time 
here  in  the  range  of  our  nature  which 
will  survive  when  the  body  drops  off.  It 
is  the  spiritual  in  us  which  links  us  with 
the  divine. 

God  bids  man  seek  the  highest  and  soar 
to  the  divine.  The  spiritual  spark  is  in  all 
of  us,  but  is  must  be  made  to  flame  by  the 
power  of  love. — Deseret  News. 


TWELVE  WAYS  TO  KILL  AN 
ORGANIZATION 

1.  Don't  go  to  any  of  the  meetings. 

2.  But  if  you  do,  go  late. 

3.  If  the  weather  doesn't  suit  you, 
don't  think  of  going. 

4.  If  you  do  attend,  find  fault  with 
the  work  of  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers. 

5.  Never  accept  an  office.  It  is  much 
easier  to  criticise  than  to  do  things. 

6.  Get  sore  if  you  are  not  appointed  on 
a  committee.  Should  you  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  don't  attend  any  of  the 
committee  meetings. 

7.  If  asked  to  give  your  opinion  on 
some  matter,  tell  the  chairman  you 
have  nothing  to  say.  After  the 
meeting  tell  everyone  how  it  should 
be  done. 

8.  Do  nothing  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  When  others  roll  up 
their  sleeves  and  willingly  and  un¬ 
selfishly  use  their  ability  to  help  mat¬ 
ters  along,  howl  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  run  by  a  click. 

9.  Hold  back  your  dues  as  long  as  pos¬ 
sible  or  don't  pay  them  at  all. 

10.  Make  no  effort  to  get  new  members. 

11.  Don't  be  sociable,  either  within  or 
outside  of  the  Association. 

12.  If  you  should  get  a  good  idea, 
smother  it  at  once. 

— From  Cumorah’s  Southern  Messenger. 
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clear  consecration  to  truth,  justice  and 
right  as  Jesus  brought  them.  The  spir¬ 
itual  greatness  of  Jesus,  his  sympathy  for 
man — a  sympathy  so  pure  and  deep  that  it 
was  like  a  clear  stream  flowing  in  a  thirsty 
land — meant  nothing  except  hatred  to 
those  who  had  never  reached  even  the  low 
levels  of  spirituality.  And  yet  Jesus 
taught  that  the  divine  spark  is  in  every 
human  being  and  that  it  needs  only  to 
be  fanned  into  flame  to  reveal  the  spiritual 
beauty  of  the  soul. 

There  are  some  men  who  have  little  or 
no  taste  for  music.  The  sublimest  of  music 
does  not  interest  or  move  them.  This  is 
true  also  of  poetry;  but  music  and  poetry 
do  not  cease  to  exist  because  those  who  are 
undeveloped  in  this  dirction  do  not  ap¬ 
preciate  them.  For  millions  of  men  and 
women  these  create  a  world  of  truth, 
beauty  and  joy.  There  are  thousands  of 
persons  who,  if  they  had  to  be  shut  away 
with  one  class  of  books,  would  unhesitat¬ 
ingly  take  the  poets.  When  you  find  a 
man  who  does  not  believe  that  there  is  a 
spirit  in  man,  who  does  not  believe  in  God, 
in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  truth;  who  does 
not  believe  in  the  integrity  of  the  universe, 
or  in  the 

“One  far-off  divine  event 

To  which  the  whole  creation  moves.” 

When  you  find  such  a  man  ascertain  what 
experiences  he  has  had,  what  capacity  he 
has  developed  to  feel  and  appreciate  high 
and  fine  things.  If  he  has  not  had  these 
experiences,  his  opinion  is  of  no  more  value 
as  a  means  of  finding  the  truth  than  that 
of  the  man  who  is  blind,  deaf  and  dumb. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  no  intelli¬ 
gent,  fine  and  noble  men  doubt.  Doubt  is 
the  parent  of  discovery.  It  was  not  until 
men  began  to  doubt  and  question  that  they 
began  to  make  intellectual  progress.  A  few 
hundred  years  ago  the  majority  of  mankind 
believed  that  the  earth  was  flat,  that  there 
were  witches,  and  that  the  ringing  of 
church  bells  would  keep  the  devils  away. 
There  is  no  wrong  necessarily  in  doubt. 
It  is  the  moral  ability  to  understand  and 
believe  in  the  power  and  beauty  of  spirit¬ 
uality  that  we  have  in  mind. 

The  men  and  women  of  the  Christian 
Chucrh  are  supposed  to  believe  in  the  im¬ 
mortality  of  the  soul.  Now  if  there  is  an¬ 
other  life,  and  if  that  life  is  predominately 


the  life  of  the  spirit,  then  there  is  somethin^ 
to  do  to  get  ready  for  it.  It  is  a  blessed 
thing  that  we  are  learning  that  the  true  and 
noble  life  here  is  preparation  for  the  higher 
life  that  is  to  follow.  There  is  no  contra¬ 
diction  between  them.  If  we  are  to  live 
the  spiritual  life,  it  is  only  simple,  natural 
and  human  that  we  should  begin  now.  If 
we  are  to  live  again,  it  is  the  most  natural 
and  reasonable  thing  in  the  world  that 
we  should  live  at  least  a  part  of  the  time 
here  in  the  range  of  our  nature  which 
will  survive  when  the  body  drops  off.  It 
is  the  spiritual  in  us  which  links  us  with 
the  divine. 

God  bids  man  seek  the  highest  and  soar 
to  the  divine.  The  spiritual  spark  is  in  all 
of  us,  but  is  must  be  made  to  flame  by  the 
power  of  love. — Deseret  News. 


TWELVE  WAYS  TO  KILL  AN 
ORGANIZATION 

1.  Don't  go  to  any  of  the  meetings. 

2.  But  if  you  do,  go  late. 

3.  If  the  weather  doesn't  suit  you, 
don't  think  of  going. 

4.  If  you  do  attend,  find  fault  with 
the  work  of  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers. 

5.  Never  accept  an  office.  It  is  much 
easier  to  criticise  than  to  do  things. 

6.  Get  sore  if  you  are  not  appointed  on 
a  committee.  Should  you  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  don't  attend  any  of  the 
committee  meetings. 

7.  If  asked  to  give  your  opinion  on 
some  matter,  tell  the  chairman  you 
have  nothing  to  say.  After  the 
meeting  tell  everyone  how  it  should 
be  done. 

8.  Do  nothing  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessary.  When  others  roll  up 
their  sleeves  and  willingly  and  un¬ 
selfishly  use  their  ability  to  help  mat¬ 
ters  along,  howl  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  run  by  a  click. 

9.  Hold  back  your  dues  as  long  as  pos¬ 
sible  or  don't  pay  them  at  all. 

10.  Make  no  effort  to  get  new  members. 

11.  Don't  be  sociable,  either  within  or 
outside  of  the  Association. 

12.  If  you  should  get  a  good  idea, 
smother  it  at  once. 

— From  Cumorah’s  Southern  Messenger . 
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THE  MEANING  AND  SIGNIFICANCE  OF 
THE  RESURRECTION 

By  ELDER  MELVIN  J.  Ballard  oi  the  Council  oi 
the  Twelve 

(Radio  address  over  KSL,  March  28,  1937) 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  has  a  distinct  contribution  to 
make  to  that  great  volume  of  things  that 


Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard 

have  been  said  on  this  historic  Easter 
Sunday.  I  desire  therefore  not  to  repeat 
what  so  many  of  you  have  heard  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times  this  day  concerning  the  resur¬ 
rection.  Accepting  the  truth  of  that  glori¬ 
ous  event  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  we  offer  new  evidences  of  the  reality 
of  that  resurrection  and  its  meaning  and 
significance  to  the  whole  human  family 
from  the  light  that  has  come  to  us  from 
the  revelations  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
this  age. 

From  this  new  knowledge  we  know 
more  perfectly  the  divine  purpose  in  grant¬ 
ing  earth  bodies  to  all  our  Father’s  spirit 
children  who  lived  with  Him  in  the  spirit 
world  long  before  man  tabernacled  in  the 
flesh.  We  know  that  the  union  of  spirit 
and  body  was  essential  to  constitute  a 
complete  soul;  that  the  primary  purpose 
of  life  was  accomplished  when  that  union 
was  effected  and  man  became  a  living  soul; 
that  the  second  purpose  of  life  is  to  gain 
experience  in  this  mortal  tabernacle — to 
master,  conquer  and  overcome  the  flesh 
and  its  evil  tendencies  and  prepare  for 
eternal  living.  We  know  that  the  little 


child  who  dies  in  infancy  has  lost  nothing. 

Privileges  Postponed 

All  the  experiences  that  would  have 
been  theirs  had  they  lived  are  but  post¬ 
poned  because  we  have  been  made  to  know 
that  little  children  will  come  up  in  the 
same  form  in  which  they  are  laid  down 
and  after  the  resurrection  shall  grow  to 
maturity  under  the  guiding  protection  of 
loving  parents,  worthy  to  receive  such 
children  in  the  world  to  come;  we  know 
that  we  longed  for  this  earth  life  and 
shouted  for  joy  when  at  last  a  world  was 
ready  for  us.  As  spirit  individuals  we 
were  capable  of  experiencing  things  that 
pertained  to  the  spirit  realm  of  our  Father, 
so  we  longed  for  the  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
press  the  emotions  of  our  souls  and  de¬ 
sires  through  a  tangible  physical  body. 
Even  as  the  soul  of  the  musician  may  be 
on  fire  with  divine  harmonies  but  inca¬ 
pable  of  making  others  feel  the  beauty  of 
his  harmony  and  melody  until  given  a 
physical  instrument  of  expression,  so  we 
rejoiced  that  the  instrument  of  expression 
— the  physical  body — was  granted  unto 
us.  And  so  it  shall  be  when  death  separ¬ 
ates  our  spirits  from  these  physical  bodies 
we  shall  be  handicapped  and  long  for  the 
reunion  of  the  spirit  with  the  body  and 
shall  be  utterly  incapable  of  inheriting  all 
of  God’s  realm  unless  we  have  reunion  of 
spirit  and  matter.  With  a  resurrected  body, 
united  with  that  glorious  spirit  which 
dwelt  with  our  Father  before  we  came  into 
mortality  we  shall  then  be  capable  of 
entering  the  full  kingdom  both  spiritual 
and  material,  comprehending  the  heights 
and  the  depths  of  it. 

First  Parents 

We  learn  that  our  first  parents,  Adam 
and  Eve,  were  in  an  immortal  state  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden  and  were  given  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  partake  of  those  things  that 
would  perpetuate  their  immortality  and 
there  was  given  them  also  the  option  to 
partake  of  the  things  that  pertain  to 
mortality  which  would,  however,  entail 
death.  Being  left  free  they  elected  to  take 
the  course  that  brought  a  change  in  their 
physical  being;  by  partaking  of  the  things 
that  pertain  to  mortality  they  fell  from 
their  immortal  condition  and  brought 
mortality  and  death  not  only  upon  them¬ 
selves  but  upon  all  their  posterity.  There 
were  two  ways  apparently  by  which  they 
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might  recover  their  immortal  condition. 
One  was  by  partaking  of  the  things  that 
pertain  to  immortality  that  were  yet  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  but  that  would  per¬ 
petuate  them  in  an  immortal  condition  in 
their  sins;  consequently  our  scriptures  say 
that  they  were  driven  out  of  the  Garden 
of  Eden  “lest  they  stretch  forth  their  hands 
and  partake  of  the  tree  of  Life  and  live 
forever.''  There  was,  however,  an  anti¬ 
dote  provided.  As  the  scriptures  tell  us, 
even  before  the  foundation  of  the  world 
was  laid,  Jesus  Christ  was  selected  to  be 
the  lamb  to  be  slain  for  the  redemption  of 
man  from  his  fallen  and  mortal  condition. 
We  proclaim  that  Jesus  Christ  verily  was 
the  Son  of  God  the  Eternal  Father,  that 
in  Him  was  immortality  because  of  his 
immortal  Father;  yet  there  was  in  him 
mortality  because  of  his  mortal  mother. 

No  matter  how  we  cling  to  life  the 
mortgage  of  death  is  upon  all  and  sooner 
or  later  that  mortgage  will  be  foreclosed 
and  death  will  claim  these  mortal  bodies. 
But  no  soul  that  has  once  had  possession 
of  a  mortal  body  will  be  completely  hap¬ 
py  without  the  reunion  of  the  spirit  and 
the  body.  The  Lord  has  revealed  to  us 
that,  separated,  the  spirit  will  long  for 
the  return  of  the  body,  of  course  not  as 
it  was,  but  in  its  glorious  resurrected 
condition. 

Full  Meaning 

Now  one  with  the  price  in  his  hands, 
giving  his  own  precious,  sinless  life — the 
death  of  the  Father's  Only  Begotten  Son 
in  mortality — acquired  the  value  by  which 
he  could  and  did  bargain  with  death. 
This  is  the  full  meaning  of  the  scripture 
that  “he  hath  purchased  us."  He  has 
purchased  the  right  and  title  and  claim 
to  these  bodies  and  it  is  his  divine  pur¬ 
pose  to  restore  these  bodies  to  men  in  the 
resurrection. 

No  matter  what  the  doubts  or  disbelief 
of  men  may  be  they  do  not  change  the 
fact  of  the  resurrection  and  man's  belief 
or  disbelief  does  not  alter  the  fact  that 
“As  in  Adam  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall 
all  be  made  alive.'' 

While  the  individual  cannot  modify  the 
fact  of  the  resurrection,  each  one  of  us  can 
determine  our  lot  and  portion  in  it.  Paul 
understood  this  and  taught  that  some  will 
come  forth  with  bodies  suited  to  dwell 
in  the  Telestial  Kingdom;  others  judged 
upon  their  merits  will  be  worthy  to  come 


forth  with  Terrestrial  bodies  suited  to 
dwell  in  that  kingdom  of  our  Father,  and 
still  others  who  keep  all  of  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord  shall  be  worthy  to 
come  forth  with  Celestial  bodies  suited  to 
dwell  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  of  our 
Father  where  God  and  Christ  dwell. 

We  determine  what  our  place  will  be 
in  that  resurrection,  but  we  cannot  modify 
the  fact  of  it  by  any  act  of  ours.  We 
know  too  that  we  shall  not  come  forth 
in  the  resurrection  to  perpetuate  deformi¬ 
ties  of  the  flesh  nor  the  decrepitudes  of  old 
age.  Those  who  have  passed  the  meridian 
of  life  will  be  restored  in  that  resurrection 
to  the  glory  of  their  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  as  we  have  observed  little  children 
grow  after  the  resurrection  until  they  reach 
this  status.  Then  they  will  have  found 
indeed  the  fountain  of  eternal  youth  be¬ 
cause  there  will  be  no  death. 

Record  Kept 

We  do  not  claim  to  know  all  the  pro¬ 
cesses  by  which  this  resurrection  shall  take 
place  but  we  do  know  of  its  reality.  The 
mortal  bodigs  consigned  to  mother  earth 
may  be  buried  in  the  sea,  scattered  to  the 
winds  or  devoured  by  wild  animals.  This 
we  do  know,  that  a  faithful  record  is 
kept  of  all  that  mother  earth  receives  and 
when  her  master,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
demands  an  accounting,  earth  will  give 
back  the  equivalent  of  what  she  has  re¬ 
ceived.  We  are  not  concerned  as  to 
whether  it  shall  be  the  very  identical  atoms 
that  we  have  deposited  with  mother  earth 
any  more  than  we  are  when  we  deposit 
money  in  the  bank  and  at  a  later  date 
come  to  claim  it  again.  What  we  desire  to 
know  is  not  that  this  was  the  identical 
money  we  deposited  but  that  it  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  that  which  we  deposited. 

We  shall  receive  back,  therefore,  from 
earth  the  equivalent  of  what  we  have 
given  her.  Those  who  have  given  a  body 
that  has  lived  the  celestial  law  shall  re¬ 
ceive  back  its  equivalent  and  touched  by 
the  power  that  is  in  one  only,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  who  holds  the  key  to  un¬ 
lock  death,  we  shall  be  raised  to  immor¬ 
tality  according  to  the  law  that  we  have 
lived. 

Mission  of  Savior 

It  is  the  mission  of  the  resurrected  Re¬ 
deemer  not  only  to  raise  man  from  his 
mortal  to  his  immortal  condition  through 
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the  resurrection,  but  also  the  earth  that 
he  created  under  the  appointment  of  his 
father.  It  will  live  until  it  has  filled  its 
mission  which  is  to  provide  earth  life  for 
all  those  children  of  our  Father  who  were 
and  are  entitled  to  be  born.  When  it  has 
filled  its  mission  as  a  mortal  world  it  too 
shall  pass  through  the  same  change,  even 
as  the  scriptures  have  said.  Like  a  vesture 
it  shall  be  folded  up  and  experience  its 
death  and  its  resurrection  and  become  a 
Celestial  world,  the  home  of  Celestial  be¬ 
ings.  There  will  be  no  longer  need  of  the 
sun  to  shine  by  day,  nor  moon  and  stars 
by  night  because  it  will  be  its  own  il¬ 
luminator. 

We  know  that  the  resurrected  Jesus 
Christ  is  a  reality  because  he  appeared  as 
such  to  the  people  of  this  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere  after  his  ascension  and  revealed 
himself  unto  multitudes  who  bear  witness 
that  he  is  the  same  glorious  personage  who 
rose  from  the  dead.  We  also  bear  wit¬ 
ness  that  he  has  appeared  in  this  age  in 
which  we  live  as  a  real  resurrected,  glori¬ 
fied  Lord,  preparing  the  way  for  his  re¬ 
turn  to  earth  in  due  time  to  reign  for  a 
thousand  years  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord 
of  Lords.  It  was  glorious  to  be  with  him 
those  few  brief  years  while  he  was  among 
men  in  the  flesh  but  it  will  be  more  won¬ 
derful  to  live  with  him  for  a  thousand 
years  upon  this  earth  in  its  redeemed,  ce- 
lestialized  condition,  when  sin  is  bound 
and  death  is  no  more. 

Let  us,  therefore,  not  be  content  with 
the  knowledge  that  the  resurrection  is  a 
reality,  but  see  to  it  that  we  prepare  our¬ 
selves  through  obedience  to  the  Gospel  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  come  forth  in 
the  resurrection  of  the  just,  fitted  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  dwell  in  the  presence  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  in  his  glorified  kingdom. 

I  know  that  He  lives,  the  resurrected 
Lord,  as  well  as  though  I  had  been  with 
the  disciples  when  the  doors  were  shut, 
and  Jesus  suddenly  stood  in  the  midst, 
and  showed  his  wounded  hands  and  side. 
And  I  know  he  has  visited  the  earth  in 
this  age  in  the  re-establishment  of  his 
church,  whose  mission  is  to  prepare  for 
the  returning  Lord  in  triumph  and 
glory. 

When  the  graves  of  them  that  have 
slept  shall  be  opened,  then  death  shall 
be  robbed  of  its  sting  and  the  grave  of 
its  victory,  and  He  shall  establish  peace 
and  good  will  among  all  men. 


WHAT  PRICE? 


The  three  years  following  the  opening 
of  the  flood  gates  of  liquor  in  1933,  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  the  period  designated  by  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  of  the  United  States  De¬ 
partment  of  Justice  as  ‘‘the  most  terrible 
period  of  criminal  history  in  the  life  of 
America."  The  last  of  those  three  ter¬ 
rible  years,  1936,  registered  the  number 
of  felonies  committed  in  the  United  States 
during  twelve  months  as  being  1,333,526, 
but  the  number  this  last  year,  1937,  was 
1,415,000,  which  stands  as  an  all  time 
high  record.  One  murder  in  that  "most 
terrible  period"  was  committed,  in  the 
United  States,  every  45  minutes.  During 
1937  there  was  one  murder  every  39  min¬ 
utes.  The  Bureau  of  Investigation  of  the 
Federal  Department  of  Justice  declares  that 
the  underworld  army  of  crime  in  the 
United  States  today  consists  of  4,300,000 
persons,  of  which  number  700,000  are 
boys  and  girls  under  age.  Mr.  Hoover 
estimates  the  cost  of  crime  in  the  United 
States  to  be  fifteen  billions  of  dollars 
annually.  The  President  of  the  American 
Bar  Association  last  year  estimated  the 
annual  crime  cost  to  be  twenty-four  billion 
dollars.  If  Mr.  Hoover  is  right,  that  rep¬ 
resents  almost  one-fourth  of  the  total  in¬ 
come  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  President  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  is  correct,  it  means  almost  40 
per  cent  of  the  annual  income  of  the 
American  people. 

Practically  every  group  of  scientists 
that  has  investigated  the  problem  of  crime 
in  America  during  the  last  75  years  has 
placed  alcohol  in  the  position  of  being  a 
most  important  factor  in  crime.  General 
estimates  of  crimes  related  to  the  use  of 
alcohol  vary  from  20  per  cent  to  65  per 
cent,  with  a  few  estimates  even  higher. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  draw  a  picture 
indicating  in  any  adequate  degree  the 
American  crime  problem  and  the  signifi¬ 
cant  part  which  beverage  alcohol  plays  in 
that  problem.  There  is  sufficient  con¬ 
clusive  evidence,  however,  as  to  the  re¬ 
lation  between  alcohol  and  crime  to  make 
it  clear  to  the  man  who  runs  and  reads 
that  the  revenue  which  alcohol  pays  to 
the  government  and  the  profits  which  it 
pays  to  business  enterprises  are  small  in 
comparison  even  with  the  actual  dollars 
and  cents  cost  to  the  American  people  of 
alcohol-caused  crime. — E.  H.  Chercington. 
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the  resurrection,  but  also  the  earth  that 
he  created  under  the  appointment  of  his 
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Celestial  world,  the  home  of  Celestial  be¬ 
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the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  come  forth  in 
the  resurrection  of  the  just,  fitted  and  pre¬ 
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I  know  that  He  lives,  the  resurrected 
Lord,  as  well  as  though  I  had  been  with 
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And  I  know  he  has  visited  the  earth  in 
this  age  in  the  re-establishment  of  his 
church,  whose  mission  is  to  prepare  for 
the  returning  Lord  in  triumph  and 
glory. 

When  the  graves  of  them  that  have 
slept  shall  be  opened,  then  death  shall 
be  robbed  of  its  sting  and  the  grave  of 
its  victory,  and  He  shall  establish  peace 
and  good  will  among  all  men. 
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during  twelve  months  as  being  1,333,526, 
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persons,  of  which  number  700,000  are 
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estimates  the  cost  of  crime  in  the  United 
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If  the  President  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  is  correct,  it  means  almost  40 
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estimates  of  crimes  related  to  the  use  of 
alcohol  vary  from  20  per  cent  to  65  per 
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it  clear  to  the  man  who  runs  and  reads 
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the  government  and  the  profits  which  it 
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“Be  Kind,  to  Yourselves  ' 


THIS  CAPTION  is  quoted  because  it 
is  not  ours.  It  comes  to  us  as  one 
of  the  memories  of  the  past.  The 
writer  is  still  a  young  man,  but  when  he 
was  much  younger  he  lived  in  the  stakes 
of  Zion  in  Utah  and  Idaho.  Our  stake 
quarterly  conferences  were  attended  by 
members  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  and  the  First  Council  of  Seventy. 
One  of  the  Apostles  who  used  to  visit  our 
stake  quite  often  was  a  venerable  servant 
of  the  Lord  who  was  chock-full  of  the 
love  of  fellow  man  and  desirous  that  all 
should  gain  the  full  measure  of  life's  sweet¬ 
ness.  This  good  man  was  Elder  George 
Teasdale.  Though  years  have  followed 
years  since  we  last  heard  his  voice,  yet  still 
rings  in  our  mind’s  ear  his  epigramatic 
counsel,  “Be  kind  to  yourselves.”  With 
the  passing  of  time  and  the  experiences  of 
life,  the  wisdom  and  significance  of  the 
advice  have  multiplied. 

It  was  a  settled  conviction  in  the  mind 
of  Elder  Teasdale  that  people  should  be 
well  cared  for  and  happy;  also  that 
whether  or  not  they  are  so,  depends  very 
largely  upon  their  own  choosing  of  life's 
course.  His  contention  was  that  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  bring  to  themselves 
happifying  conditions  and  surroundings, 
or  themselves  plant  the  seeds  of  evil  in 
their  own  lives  that  germinate  and  later 
produce  a  harvest  of  sorrow. 

The  Prophet  Lehi  declares,  “Men  are 
that  they  might  have  joy.”  The  Gos¬ 
pel  teaches  us  that  the  earth  was  made 
for  man — that  it  was  to  be  a  place  where¬ 
on  he  could  secure  for  himself  eternal 
happiness.  Those  who  kept  their  life 
estate  before  coming  here  were  added  up¬ 
on,  and  those  who  keep  this  estate  of 
mortality  “shall  have  glory  added  upon 
their  heads  for  ever  and  ever.”  Surely 
the  directing  of  our  lives  in  such  a  way  as 


to  have  “glory  added  upon  our  heads  for 
ever  and  ever”  is  a  matter  of  being  kind 
to  ourselves. 

But  just  what  is  included  in  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  our  second  estate?  Again  drawing 
from  the  account  of  the  preparation  for 
earth  life,  in  the  council  of  the  Gods  it 
was  said,  “And  we  will  prove  them  here¬ 
with,  to  see  if  they  will  do  all  things 
whatsoever  the  Lord  their  God  shall  com¬ 
mand  them.”  Earth  life  then  is  the  prov¬ 
ing  time  for  the  third  estate,  and  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  God’s  commandments,  the  condi¬ 
tion  upon  which  eternal  happiness  is 
based. 

An  examination,  either  searching  or  cur¬ 
sory,  of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
will  show  them  to  be  neither  arbitrary 
nor  arrogant,  but  calculated  for  the  good 
of  man — not  one  but  what  is  meant  to 
make  man’s  life  fuller,  better  and  hap¬ 
pier.  If  that  be  true,  then  keeping  those 
commandments  is  only  “being  kind  to 
ourselves.” 

The  Lord  has  commanded  that  we  be 
honest — that  we  neither  lie  nor  steal. 
Being  honest  may  seem  to  lose  to  one  the 
opportunity  for  present  gain,  but  it  wins 
for  him  the  love  and  confidence  of  his 
friends  and  associates;  the  joy  of  self¬ 
esteem  and  the  kingly  courage  to  look  the 
world  in  the  face  without  fear.  Dishon¬ 
esty,  sooner  or  later,  is  sure  to  bring 
trouble.  “Honesty  is  the  best  policy” 
even  in  this  mundane  existence  that  is 
now  ours.  Being  honest  is  simply  being 
kind  to  ourselves. 

Again,  the  Lord  has  required  that  we 
abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  and  al¬ 
coholic  beverages.  The  Latter-day  Saint 
who  refuses  to  comply,  wilfully  barters 
both  health  and  liberty  for  the  temporary 
satisfaction  of  an  acquired,  abnormal  appe¬ 
tite.  The  habitual  use  of  these  things 
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militates  against  the  body  in  which  he 
must  live — they  weaken  and  hamper  the 
vital  organs  and  pre-dispose  to  disease; 
they  selfishly  demand  the  means  which 
should  go  for  the  care  of  loved  ones  and 
for  other  worthy  purposes;  their  use  be¬ 
comes  a  spiritual  barrier,  blocking  the  way 
of  Divine  favor  and  communication;  the 
majesty  of  free  manhood  and  beautiful 
womanhood  are  sold  into  slavery;  and  in 
the  case  of  liquor  at  least,  the  God-given 
reason  is  dethroned — the  spark  of  Divine 
fire  is  extinguished  and  he  in  whom  it  was 
meant  to  shine  becomes  a  sodden  thing  of 
pity.  Of  course  many  do  not  go  this  full 
limit  of  disobedience,  but  the  tendency  is 
that  way  and  it  is  a  great  kindness  we  do 
ourselves  when  we  follow  the  advice  given 
of  the  Lord  and  totally  abstain. 

Latter-day  Saints  are  required  to  pay 
one-tenth  of  their  interest  annually  into 
the  storehouse  of  the  Lord.  This  is  for 
the  forwarding  of  His  work  on  the  earth 
and  as  a  token  of  appreciation  of  life's 
comforts,  every  one  of  which  comes  from 
Him.  Also  they  are  asked  to  contribute  a 
Fast  Offering  as  an  aid  to  the  poor.  These 
requirements  serve  as  “a  schoolmaster  to 
bring  us  to  Christ."  We  can  think  of  al¬ 
most  nothing  that  Jesus  did  for  self.  Self- 
abnegation  is  the  spirit  of  Christianity. 
The  honest  paying  of  tithing  and  fast 
offering  is  a  long  step  toward  the  con¬ 
quering  of  selfishness.  All  Latter-day 
Saints  should  want  a  place  in  the  Celestial 
Kingdom;  but  if  we  are  to  dwell  with 
the  Christ  we  must  be  like  Him. 

The  Lord  has  promised  a  wealth  of 
blessings,  temporal  and  spiritual,  to  the 
honest  tithe-payer  and  experience  shows 
abundant  fulfillment  of  the  promise.  In 
these  days  of  restlessness  and  uncertainty, 
when  all  grope  in  the  dark  and  fear  grips 
the  hearts  of  men,  would  it  not  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  kindness  to  ourselves  to  amply 
qualify  for  the  blessings  divinely  prom¬ 
ised  to  the  payer  of  tithes? 

Virtue  and  chastity  are  qualities  of 
loveliness.  "Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart, 


for  they  shall  see  God."  When  one  de¬ 
parts  from  the  path  of  virtue,  he  steps  out 
of  the  way  of  peace  and  happiness.  In 
the  broad  way  of  lasciviousness  there  is 
no  enduring  joy.  Yielding  to  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh  may  bring  pleasing  physical  sen¬ 
sation  of  momentary  duration,  but  there 
follows  the  sting  as  of  the  viper.  Sexual 
sin  carries  with  it  blindness  of  spirit,  diso¬ 
lution  of  character  and  disease  of  body. 
The  law  of  chastity  may  not  be  vindicated 
momentarily;  but  in  time,  justice  overtakes 
the  transgressor.  It  is  true  in  this  as  in 
all  kinds  of  unrepented  sins.  "The  mills 
of  the  gods  grind  slow,  but  they  grind 
exceeding  fine."  If  you  would  be  kind 
to  yourself,  be  pure  in  heart,  in  word  and 
in  deed. 

.  What  we  have  found  in  regard  to  these 
three  or  four  laws  of  God  is  true  also 
with  others.  Every  requirement  of  the 
Gospel  is  for  our  own  good — every  side 
step  brings  sorrow.  "The  wages  of  sin 
is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life." 

Let  us  "be  kind  to  ourselves."  E.  L.  M. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  FOR  MEXICAN  MISSION 

Elder  A.  Lorenso  Anderson  of  El  Paso, 
Texas,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the 
Mexican  Mission  to  succeed  President  Har¬ 
old  W.  Pratt,  released  on  account  of  illness. 

President  Anderson  was  born  in  Chi¬ 
huahua,  Mexico,  in  1887,  his  parents  hav¬ 
ing  been  called  on  a  colonizing  mission  to 
that  part  in  1885.  He  has  been  active  in 
the  Church  and  in  1909-1912  filled  a 
mission  in  Mexico.  His  acquaintance  with 
the  language  and  customs  of  the  Mexican 
people,  his  experience  in  business  life  and 
church  activities  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  qualify  him  for  the  work  to  which 
he  is  called. 


Goodness  that  is  not  radiant  has  some¬ 
thing  the  matter  with  it. 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good,  durable,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed.  Sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada ,  express  or  postage  paid,  for  $2.00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  twelve  (12)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewals. 
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comforts,  every  one  of  which  comes  from 
Him.  Also  they  are  asked  to  contribute  a 
Fast  Offering  as  an  aid  to  the  poor.  These 
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most  nothing  that  Jesus  did  for  self.  Self- 
abnegation  is  the  spirit  of  Christianity. 
The  honest  paying  of  tithing  and  fast 
offering  is  a  long  step  toward  the  con¬ 
quering  of  selfishness.  All  Latter-day 
Saints  should  want  a  place  in  the  Celestial 
Kingdom;  but  if  we  are  to  dwell  with 
the  Christ  we  must  be  like  Him. 

The  Lord  has  promised  a  wealth  of 
blessings,  temporal  and  spiritual,  to  the 
honest  tithe-payer  and  experience  shows 
abundant  fulfillment  of  the  promise.  In 
these  days  of  restlessness  and  uncertainty, 
when  all  grope  in  the  dark  and  fear  grips 
the  hearts  of  men,  would  it  not  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  kindness  to  ourselves  to  amply 
qualify  for  the  blessings  divinely  prom¬ 
ised  to  the  payer  of  tithes? 

Virtue  and  chastity  are  qualities  of 
loveliness.  “Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart, 


for  they  shall  see  God.”  When  one  de¬ 
parts  from  the  path  of  virtue,  he  steps  out 
of  the  way  of  peace  and  happiness.  In 
the  broad  way  of  lasciviousness  there  is 
no  enduring  joy.  Yielding  to  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh  may  bring  pleasing  physical  sen¬ 
sation  of  momentary  duration,  but  there 
follows  the  sting  as  of  the  viper.  Sexual 
sin  carries  with  it  blindness  of  spirit,  diso¬ 
lution  of  character  and  disease  of  body. 
The  law  of  chastity  may  not  be  vindicated 
momentarily;  but  in  time,  justice  overtakes 
the  transgressor.  It  is  true  in  this  as  in 
all  kinds  of  unrepented  sins.  “The  mills 
of  the  gods  grind  slow,  but  they  grind 
exceeding  fine.”  If  you  would  be  kind 
to  yourself,  be  pure  in  heart,  in  word  and 
in  deed. 

What  we  have  found  in  regard  to  these 
three  or  four  laws  of  God  is  true  also 
with  others.  Every  requirement  of  the 
Gospel  is  for  our  own  good — every  side 
step  brings  sorrow.  “The  wages  of  sin 
is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life.” 

Let  us  “be  kind  to  ourselves.”  E.  L.  M. 


NEW  PRESIDENT  FOR  MEXICAN  MISSION 

Elder  A.  Lorenso  Anderson  of  El  Paso, 
Texas,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the 
Mexican  Mission  to  succeed  President  Har¬ 
old  W.  Pratt,  released  on  account  of  illness. 

President  Anderson  was  born  in  Chi¬ 
huahua,  Mexico,  in  1887,  his  parents  hav¬ 
ing  been  called  on  a  colonizing  mission  to 
that  part  in  1885.  He  has  been  active  in 
the  Church  and  in  1909-1912  filled  a 
mission  in  Mexico.  His  acquaintance  with 
the  language  and  customs  of  the  Mexican 
people,  his  experience  in  business  life  and 
church  activities  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  qualify  him  for  the  work  to  which 
he  is  called. 


Goodness  that  is  not  radiant  has  some¬ 
thing  the  matter  with  it. 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good ,  durable ,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed .  Sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada ,  express  or  postage  paid ,  for  $2.00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  twelve  (12)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewals. 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
CALIFORNIA  MISSION— W.  Aird  Macdonald,  153  West  Adams  Street,  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 
CANADIAN  MISSION— Abel  S.  Rich,  36  Ferndale  Avenue.  Toronto.  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  Woodruff.  302  South  Pleasant  Street,  Independence,  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— William  T.  Tew,  Jr..  144  0  St.  James  Court,  Louisville.  ICy. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION — Frank  Evans.  155  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAII  AIN  MISSION— W.  Frank  Bailey,  P.  O.  Box  3228.  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION— Harold  W.  Pratt,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1661,  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave..  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATE’S  MISSION — Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  2555  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — David  A.  Broadband  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION— Preston  Nibley,  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Merrill  D.  Clavson.  485  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION — Orlando  C.  Williams,  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd..  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller.  538  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 

REDWOOD  DISTRICT: -John  A.  Soderborg,  President, 
220  Hillsdale,  Eureka,  California. 

In  the  last  two  months  the  missionaries  of  the  Red¬ 
wood  District  have  seen  the  fruits  of  their  labors  by 
bringing  into  the  Church  through  the  waters  of  baptism 
22  souls.  Truly  this  is  a  rich  harvest  and  will  be  the 
cause  of  much  rejoicing  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
Among  these  converts  is  an  Indian  family.  The 
Elders  have  been  holding  a  meeting  once  a  week  for 
several  months  on  an  Indian  reservation  at  Table  Bluff 
They  have  been  studying  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
gradually  the  truthfulness  of  the  restored  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  being  unfolded  to  those  Lamanite  people. 
We  welcome  them  into  the  Church. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  and  the  Saints  of 
Rio  Dell  and  Eureka  enjoyed  a  fine  Pioneer  Day 
celebration  on  the  banks  of  the  Van  Duzen  River 
Saturday  afternoon,  July  23rd.  The  newspapers  of 
Eureka  gave  us  much  publicity  by  advertising  it  for  us 
and  some  of  the  town  people  donated  the  soda  water 
for  our  picnic.  The  program  started  with  a  baptismal 
service,  followed  by  games  of  various  kinds,  a  picnic 
supper  and  a  bonfire  program  in  the  evening.  Pioneer 
songs,  stories  and  speech  made  an  enjoyable  time. 
Sunday  afternoon,  Brother  Hodges,  a  member  who 
lives  on  a  sheep  ranch  up  in  the  hills,  invited  a 
large  number  of  his  friends  and  neighbors  to  his  home 
for  a  barbecue  and  program  to  honor  the  Pioneers. 
The  missionaries  were  invited  to  talk  and  President 
Soderborg  responded  with  an  account  of  •  the  Mormon 
history  from  Nauvoo  to  Salt  Lake,  telling  why  the 
Mormons  hold  the  24th  of  July  as  a  holiday.  There 
were  some  fifty  people  present,  none  of  them  members. 
They  were  interested  and  attentive.  Brother  Hodges  is 
preaching  a  sermon  every  day  to  his  neighbors  and 
will  be  the  means  of  causing  many  people  to  investigate 
the  Church  by  the  life  he  is  living. 

One  very  striking  example  of  the  value  of  living 
one's  religion  was  brought  to  our  minds  recently.  A 
family  moved  into  Fortuna  from  another  pari  of  the 
state  and  boarded  at  the  home  of  Brother  Robinson. 
Brother  Robinson  didn't  say  much,  but  he  lived  his  re¬ 
ligion.  One  day  a  small  pamphlet  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  family  and  they  read  it  with  interest.  They  asked  for 
more  and  soon  had  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  Pearl  of  Great  Price  and  the  Articles  of 
Faith.  In  one  month's  time  they  applied  for  baptism 
and  became  members  of  the  Church.  In  answer  to 
our  question  as  to  what  had  interested  them  first, 
they  said,  "The  life  of  Brother  and  Sister  Robinson 
who  showed  to  us  the  value  of  living  the  Mormon 
religion."  Such  is  the  testimony  we  hear  every  day 
and  pray  to  the  Lord  that  our  light  will  so  shine 
before  men  that  they  may  see  our  good  works  and 
glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT: -Halbert  J.  Keller,  Presideni, 
3705  10th  Street,  San  Diego,  California. 

This  is  a  very  fruitful  field  and  we  are  happy  to 
report  that  by  the  diligent  efforts  of  the  missionaries 


here,  we  have  welcomed  several  into  the  Church  and 
helped  ten  families  well  along  the  line  of  prparation 
for  baptism. 

Two  of  our  very  fine  lady  missionaries,  Sister  Norma 
Johnson  and  Sister  Clara  Ebert,  had  a  very  interesting  ex¬ 
perience.  They  had  an  appointment  with  some  investiga¬ 
tors,  a  Jewish  family  and  showed  them  the  Picture  Book 
of  Mormonism.  During  the  cinversation,  the  lady  of  the 
house  told  them  of  a  vision  she  had  several  nights 

before.  She  described  it  as  follows:  "I  was  in 
another  city  visiting  with  my  sister  and  while  walking 
down  the  street  one  afternoon  a  voice  came  to  me 

saying  that  I  should  be  baptized  and  if  I  would,  many 

things  that  weren't  clear  to  me  would  be  made  under¬ 

standable."  She  also  explained  to  the  missionaries 
that  her  conception  of  the  Mormons  during  the  last 
few  months  had  changed  from  that  of  considering  them 
as  the  commonest  type  of  people  to  that  of  her 
present  viewpoint,  and  she  now  acclaims  them  to  be 
the  highest  class  of  people  with  whom  she  has  yel 
had  the  privilege  of  associating.  This  proved  to  be 
a  most  profitable  evening  for  all. 

Elders  Mishael  Seal  and  Aubrey  J.  Parker  had  an 
interesting  experience  in  finding  investigators  off  the 
beaten  track.  One  day  while  trading  they  noticed  a 
house  almost  hidden  in  the  bottom  of  a  small  canyon. 
They  crossed  the  river-bed  and  climbed  up  the  gravel 
pit  and  ultimately  came  to  the  door  of  a  humble  dwell¬ 
ing.  An  elderly  man  answered  their  knock  and  after  they 
had  introduced  themselves  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  they  were  invited  in  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  explaining  Mormonism  to  him  and  his 
young  son  for  over  two  hours.  Cottage  meeitngs  have 
since  been  held  in  their  home  and  this  man,  his  wife 
and  son  are  deeply  interested  in  the  message  of  the 
restored  Gospel. 

During  the  past  two  weeks  the  missionaries  here 
have  been  holding  a  school  for  children  in  cooperation 
with  a  county  organization.  They  have  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  teaching  forty  children  some  of  the  simple 
truths  of  the  Gospel  and  many  have  expressed  a  desire 
to  come  to  the  Mormon  Sunday  Schools  and  meetings. 
Their  mothers  were  very  pleased  with  the  instructions 
given.  We  feel  well  paid  for  our  efforts  for  "The 
truth  is  marching  forward." 

FRESNO  DISTRICT: -J.  Rorco  Hunt,  Presideni,  1477 
Patterson  Sireei,  Fresno,  California. 

"And  we  have  entered  into  their  houses  and  taught 
them  and  we  have  taught  them  in  their  streets;  yea, 
and  we  have  taught  them  upon  their  hills,  and  we 
have  entered  into  their  temple  and  synagogues  and 
taught  them."  — Alma  26:29. 

We  can  apply  the  words  of  Alma  to  our  own  group 
of  missionaries.  Elders  Royle  and  Kunz  working  in 
the  little  mining  town  of  Sonora  and  vicinity,  are 
having  much  success  with  their  meetings  held  in  sur¬ 
rounding  towns.  In  one  town  they  have  secured  the 
use  of  the  town  chapel  and  there  conduct  a  public 
preaching  service.  The  community  welcomes  them  and 
appreciates  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  Gospel. 
They  have  made  a  great  many  contacts  and  have 
made  many  friends.  They  have  organized  a  Sunday 
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School  and  sacrament  service  in  Sonora  and  have  an 
attendance  of  approximately  forty  people.  Possibilities 
of  organizing  a  branch  are  very  favorable. 

Sisters  Buchanan  and  Beckstrand  working  in  Fresno 
are  holding  an  open  air  meeting  with  25  people  who 
are  very  interested  and  have  requested  that  a  Sunday 
School  be  organized  that  their  children  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  learning  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
These  enthusiastic  investigators  were  discovered  as  the 
ladies  traded  on  the  outskirts  of  town.  Similar  success 
has  been  met  by  Elder  Barrus  and  President  Hunt  who 
are  conducting  cottage  meetings  in  Tulare  with  from 
25  to  30  people  in  attendance  each  time,  the  greater 
pari  of  them  being  investigators. 

"Now,  behold  we  can  look  forward  and  see  the 
fruits  of  our  labors/  and  are  they  few,  nay,  they  are 
many.  Yea,  and  we  can  witness  of  their  sincerity, 
because  of  their  love  towards  their  brethren  and  also 
towards  us."  — Alma  26:31. 

SANTA  BARBARA  DISTRICT: -Maurice  J.  Graham, 
President,  308  West  Cola  Street,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

The  missionaries  of  this  dislrice  had  a  real  treat 
at  report  meeting  held  July  9,  in  Santa  Barbara.  In 
the  morning  was  conducted  the  "Missionary  Class"  at 
which  time  each  missionary  gave  a  short  discussion 
on  some  Gospel  subject  that  is  met  each  day.  This 
has  proved  to  be  a  most  vital  means  of  gaining  in¬ 
formation  and  reveiwing  the  various  principles  of 
the  Gospel  and  is  an  added  means  of  increasing  the 
testimonies  of  the  missionaries.  In  the  afternoon  our 
beloved  President,  W.  Aird  Macdonald,  arrived  in 
time  to  enjoy  the  reports  of  all  the  missionaries  after 
which  he  gave  us  some  very  good  advice  and  climaxed 
a  wonderful  day  with  his  inspirational  personality. 
At  this  meeting  he  also  presented  President  Myron  A. 
Zundel,  former  president  of  Santa  Barbara,  with  his 
honorable  release,  and  to  Elder  Maurice  J.  Graham, 
presented  an  appointment  as  the  succeeding  district 
president.  We  all  feel  the  loss  of  President  Zundel 
and  wish  him  Godspeed  and  good  fortune  on  his  re¬ 
turn  home. 

On  Sunday,  July  17,  a  Sunday  School  was  organized 
in  Oxnard  with  Elders  Busby  and  Noble  taking  charge. 
These  Elders  have  been  holding  cottage  meetings  with 
some  Saints  in  that  district  and  the  Sunday  School 
is  a  direct  result  of  their  faithful  efforts.  Those  who 
are  attending  are  sincerely  enthusiastic  and  there  is 
hope  of  enlargeing  this  group  in  order  that  a  branch 
organization  might  be  formed  very  soon. 

Elders  Priday  and  Cope  have  been  laboring  in 
Arroyo  Grande  and  doing  country  work  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  surrounding  there.  On  July  27th,  in  Oceano, 
they  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  a  group  of  24  investigators.  The  hall  had  been 
donated  by  the  people  of  the  town  for  this  speciaL 

occasion.  The  lecture  was  well  presented  and  was  so 
well  accepted  by  the  audience  that  they  requested 
another  meeting  the  following  week  and  pleged  to 
attend. 

We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  opportunities  that  are 
ours  in  the  preaching  of  the  restored  Gospel,  and  pray 
that  through  humility  and  sincerely  we  may  accomplish 
the  work  there  is  to  do.  We  all  join  together  in 

sending  our  greetings  to  all  our  companions  the  world 
over. 

NORTHERN  ARIZONA  :-W.  Paul  Buys,  President,  136 
Marina  Street,  Prescott,  Arizona. 

"I  will  go  and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  for  I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  com¬ 
mandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he  shall 
prepare  a  way  for  them,  that  they  may  accomplish 

the  thing  which  he  commandeth  them."-l  Nephi  3:7. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Northern  Arizona  District 
during  the  past  month  have  indeed  followed  the  Com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord  and  he  has  prepared  the  way 
before  them.  This  is  clearly  shown  in  that  Elders  John 
Clare  and  Robert  Chatfield  report  that,  though  they 
have  been  laboring  but  .a  month  in  Kingman,  Sisters 
Theorocia  and  Ann  Thomasson  and  Brother  Meredith 
Thomasson  have  been  baptized.  Likewise,  Elders  Wayne 
Taylor  and  John  Young  report  the  baptism  of  Sister 
Marilyn  McDowel  and  Brother  Taylor  McDowel.  It  is 


with  the  greatest  of  happiness  that  we  welcome  them 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Lord's  active  servants. 

Elders  Taylor  and  Young  have  been  especially  blessed 
for  they  have  had  the  privilege  of  being  baptized  for 
1,900  souls  in  the  Arizona  Temple  along  with  the  other 
work  they  accomplished  for  the  departed. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  now  existing  in 
Prescott  is  being  supervised  by  Sisters  Edith  Knight  and 
DeEsta  Burr  who  have  organized  six  neighborhood 
Primaries  and  are  certainly  being  instrumental  in  im¬ 
pressing  the  people  of  that  city  by  this  means.  "And 
a  little  child  shall  lead  them"  is  proving  true  for 
the  little  folks  are  arousing  interest  among  the  adults. 

Elders  Leon  Neilson  and  Arlen  Potter  are  condugting 
an  excellent  radio  program  each  week  over  station 
KCRJ  and  and  have  already  erased  prejudice  through 
their  impressive  lectures  and  the  music  of  the  Grea! 
Organ  and  Choir  from  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle. 

A  special  tribute  is  due  the  part-time  missionaries 
in  Prescott  and  Grand  Canyon,  for  they  are  assisting 
us  in  accomplishing  a  good  work. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Olga  Fenn-From  Benson,  Arizona,  to  Fresno  District. 
Frank  L.  Shafer  — From  Southern  States  Mission,  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Office. 

APPOINMENTS 

Halbert  J.  Keller  —  President  of  San  Diego  District. 
Glendale  Souritsen —  President  of  Mission  Office  District. 
W.  W.  Sorensen  — Mission  Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools. 
TRANSFERS 

Alvin  D.  Kinsey -Sunday  School  Sup.  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Davie  W.  Knight -Bakersfield  to  San  Diego. 

Glendale  Mouritsen  —  Shasta  to  Mission  Office. 

Floyd  W.  Burgi  — San  Diego  to  Mission  Office. 

Samuel  E.  Bennett -San  Diego  to  Mission  Office. 
RELEASES 

Roy  M.  Hansen  -  Monterel  Bay  — Home,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 
Pres.  Stephen  E.  Grover —  Mission  Office -Home,  Thorn¬ 
ton,  Idaho. 

Pres.  Melvin  S'.  Passey  — San  Diego  — Home,  Ovid,  Idaho. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGM1LLER,  President 

BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT:  -  Don  C.  Gunnell,  President. 
Box  1172,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church  Harold 
William  Kissel,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder  Gunnell. 

An  elderly  man  contacted  recently  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries,  stated  that  he  was  enjoying  good  health  in 
his  older  years  because  of  the  fact  that  he  had  never 
been  a  user  of  alcohol.  Such  a  statement  seems 
common  to  us,  but  coming  from  an  old  cattle  owner, 
who  has  never  before  heard  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
it  offers  quite  an  added  testimony  to  the  divinity  of 
the  source  of  this  word  of  truth. 

It  was  recently  brought  rather  forcibly  to  our  atten¬ 
tion  by  a  non-member  who  has  had  a  lot  of  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  salesman  and  traveler,  that  we  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  should  place  more  emphasis  on  the  value  of 
our  calling  and  that  we  should  be  more  confident  in  the 
message  we  are  putting  before  the  people,  "because," 
said  he,  "you  have  a  system  of  putting  those  truths 
before  the  people,  which,  if  directed  with  confidence 
and  power,  is  unequaled  anywhere  in  the  world.  The 
Mormon  Church  has  a  great  deal  to  offer  and  I  should 
like  to  see  you  place  more  value  on  the  work  you 
are  doing  and  really  put  your  message  across  in 
fine  style." 

Let  us  think  over  this  suggestion  and  do  according 
to  our  conviction. 

DENVER  DISTRICT: -Sheldon  S.  Dixon,  President,  538 
East,  7ih  Ave.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

Self-effort  is  the  key  to  self-development  and  per¬ 
sonal  progress.  Worthy  progress  in  furthering  the  plan 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  is  attained  through 
consistent  and  efficient  effort  in  accomplishing  that 
which  is  of  the  highest  value.  The  missionaries  labor- 
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ing  the  Denver  District  are  industriously  serving,  and 
the  Lord  is  greatly  blessing  them  in  their  work. 

Conference  held  in  the  Denver  Branch  on  July  3rd 
and  the  Priesthood  meeting  on  July  11th  were  indeed 
inspirational.  We  are  grateful  for  the  instructions  and 
messages  from  Apostle  Charles  A.  Callis  and  our  Mission 
President,  William  W.  Seegmiller. 

"The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the 
strong,  but  to  them  that  endure  to  the  end."  The 
Englewood  Branch,  though  its  finance  is  limited,  is 
working  towards  the  goal  of  having  one  of  the  finest 
edifices  for  worship  in  this  mission.  However,  they 
recognize  that  the  proper  spirit  of  worship  comes  first. 

Our  recent  Pioneer  Day  celebration  at  Washington 
Park  was  a  success.  We  were  privileged  to  have  with 
us  President  and  Sister  William  W.  Seegmiller,  also 
our  former  Mission  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff,  now 
presiding  over  the  Central  States  Mission. 

We  welcome  inlo  the  Church  through  baptism:  Gerald 
Israel  Canfield,  Max  Allen  Peery  Jr.,  Mildred  Paula 
Berrett,  Melvin  Roy  Williams,  Alvin  James  Ingram  Jr., 
Edith  M.,  Otto,  Margaret,  and  James  Knudsen,  Virginia 
Louise  Houston,  and  Percy  William  Uran. 

SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT: -Charles  A.  Harper,  President, 
Box  469,  Salida,  Colorado. 

The  greatest  service  one  can  render  to  his  fellow- 
men  is  that  of  assisting  them  to  obtain  salvation.  Such 
is  the  character,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  all  our 
church  work,  including  the  work  of  the  home  ministry 
and  the  ministry  abroad.  We  sincerely  trust  that 
our  labors  in  Salida  are  proving  fruitful.  The  mission¬ 
aries  have  many  fine  contacts  and  have  been  privileged 
to  explain  the  Gospel  in  many  homes.  We  welcome 
into  the  fold  Vaughn  Behrmann  who  was  baptized  by 
Bryant  C.  Behrmann. 

Elder  Charles  A.  Callis,  with  Pres,  and  Sister  Seeg¬ 
miller,  recently  held  conferences  in  Alamosa  and  Allison, 
Colorado.  They  were  well  attended  and  proved  to  be 
very  inspirational  to  those  who  attended. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT :- Arthur  O.  Chapman,  President, 
541  Belmont  Ave.,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

Conference  was  held  in  Pueblo,  July  2nd.  Elder 
Charles  A.  Callis,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
came  with  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller,  and  gave 
a  wonderful  testimony  concerning  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Raymond  Glen  Montgomery  and  Paul  Walter  Dugan 
were  recently  received  inlo  the  Church,  through  the 
gateway  of  baptism. 

Sisters  Irene  Eldredge  and  Arlette  Hart  have  organized 
two  Bee  Hive  classes  in  Pueblo  and  one  in  Canon  City, 
and  are  having  continued  success  with  their  Primaries 
during  the  summer.  Parents  of  the  children  recognize 
the  value  of  these  classes,  and  now  open  their  homes 
to  the  missionaries. 

SCOTTSBLUFF  DISRICT:  -  John  O.  Livsey,  President. 
Box  121,  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska. 

On  the  19th  and  20th  of  June,  inspirational  conferences 
were  held  in  Alliance,  Scottsbluff  and  Bridgeport  by 
President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  We  profit  much  by 
the  counsel  of  those  in  authority  and  the  missionaries 
of  this  district  look  forward  to  our  next  visit  with  them. 
Elders  John  Livsey  and  Willard  Stephensen  recently 
attended  a  banquet  at  the  Lions  Club  in  Baird,  Nebras¬ 
ka.  Following  the  banquet,  the  lecture  "Forgotten 
Empires"  was  given.  Approximately  thirty  men  and 
their  wives  were  in  attendance.  After  the  lecture 
many  questions  were  asked,  and  ample  opportunity 
was  given  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  town. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  recently  made  a 
trip  to  Casper,  Wyoming  to  attend  a  conference  held 
June  10th  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Elder  Charles  A. 
Callis.  Following  the  conference  session  we  attended 
a  missionary  report  meeting  and  were  thrilled  with  the 
advice  and  counsel  given  by  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord. 
Returning  from  conference,  Elders  Livsey  and  Stephen¬ 
son  started  hitch-hiking  to  Scottsbluff.  The  second  ride 
they  received  ip  a  new  pick-up  truck.  The  driver,  a 
jovial  middle  aged  man,  was  driving  approximately 
fifty  miles  an  hour  when  the  right  front  tire  blew 
out.  The  man  lost  all  control  of  the  truck  and  it  car- 
reened  off  the  side  of  the  road,  through  the  barrow 


pit  and  up  the  side  of  the  bank.  The  truck  did  n^t 
tip  over  and  the  Elders  feel  that  the  Lord  was  with 
his  servants. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Richard  Wesely  Bone  — From  Provo,  U.,  to  Council  B'uffs. 
Della  Lines -From  Pima,  Arizona,  to  San  Luis  District. 
Lula  Ellis  — From  Deweyville,  Utah,  to  N.  Wyoming  D. 
APPOINMENTS 

Clarence  Alfred  Frost -President  of  East.  Nebr.  Disf. 
Lee  Grand  Ercanbrack- President  of  New  Mexico  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Wendella  Grange  — From  N.  Wyo.  to  San  Luis  Dis‘. 
Duane  S.  Perkins  — From  Black  Hills  to  New  Mexico. 
Thorley  Johnson— From  N.  Wyo.  to  West  Nebr.  Dist. 
Ruppert  S.  Hulet-From  Council  Bluffs  to  N.  Wyo. 
Kendall  Balls -From  Council  Bluffs  to  West  Nebraska. 
Garth  M.  Green -From  Pueblo  Dist.  to  Black  Hills. 
Kenneth  Turner  — From  New  Mexico  to  Pueblo  District. 
Vernal  W.  Nalder-From  East  Nebr.  to  New  Mexico. 
Eldon  L.  Jones  — From  New  Mexico  to  East  Nebr.  Dist. 
Finley  F.  Wilkinson —  From  Pueblo  to  New  Mexico  Dist. 
James  F.  Hadlock  — From  New  Mexico  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
Russell  C.  Harris  — From  N.  Wyo.  to  East  Nebraska. 
Bruce  H.  Anderson  — From  New  Mexico  to  North  Wyo. 
Franklin  A.  Duce  — From  East  Nebraska  to  New  Mexico. 
Iola  Hogan  — From  North  Wyoming  to  Mission  Office. 
RELEASES 

Louis  M.  Stuart -Of  East  Nebr. -Home,  Woodruff,  Utah. 
James  A.  Faucett-Of  New  Mex.  — Home,  Sanford,  Colo. 
Anna  Madsen -Of  N.  Wyo. -Home,  Pocatello,  Idaho. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  Mission  President 

NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT:  -  Homer  S.  Satterfield, 
President. 

In  carrying  out  one  phase  of  our  district  slogan, 
"North  Alabama  Grows/'  24  persons  were  brought  into- 
the  fold  through  baptism  during  July.  We  rejoice  to 
welcome  them  into  the  Church. 

Our  Alabama  Leadership  Convention  held  at  Mont¬ 
gomery,  June  24,  25  and  26,  proved  a  great  success 
and  a  most  valuable  aid  to  our  district.  The  timely 
instructions  and  inspiration  imparted  by  President  Clay- 
son  and  his  Mission  co-laborers  have  given  us  the 
vision  of  the  great  work  that  is  before  us  in  our 
district  and  branch  functions.  Everyone  returned  from 
the  convention  with  a  renewed  vigor  and  determination 
to  exercise  more  effort  in  the  growth  of  God's  Kingdom 
in  this  district. 

During  July  the  Elders  have  been  traveling  through¬ 
out  the  country  sections,  visiting  the  outlying  mem¬ 
bers  and  holding  numerous  meetings.  Elders  Burdett 
and  Eames  had  a  satisfying  experience  in  baptizing 
the  Claspell  family  who  were  residents  of  an  Ad- 
ventest  Colony.  Brother  Claspell  had  been  a  Minister 
of  two  different  Churches,  but  when  "Mormonism" 
was  preached  to  him,  he  and  his  family  investigated 
and  discovered  the  truth. 

A  strong  testimony  concerning  the  Word  of  Wisdow 
was  experienced  by  two  of  our  earnest  investigators 
recently  in  Birmingham.  Mr.  Irman,  a  gentleman  of 
75  years  of  age,  has  been  earnestly  investigating  the 
Gospel  for  some  months.  For  54  years  he  had  been  a 
steady  used  of  tobacco  in  all  forms,  and  tea  and 
coffee.  After  becoming  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel  he  laid  aside  these  habits  that  enslaved  him 
for  54  years.  He  says  "The  Lord  has  taken  away  all 
desires  for  these  things  — I  know  he  will  help  us  if  we 
will  show  our  willingness  and  ask  in  humility. 

Another  strong  testimony  comes  from  Sister  Annie 
E.  L.  Marlow.  Becoming  convinced  of  the  Turth  cf 
the  Gospel,  she  immediately  wanted  to  prepare  herself 
and  be  baptized.  She  prayed  that  God  would  heln 
her  lay  aside  the  Snuff  that  she  had  been  us;ng 
almost  all  her  life.  She  left  it  alone  all  day,  but  the 
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next  morning  she  thought,  "Well,  I  have  a  half  a 
can  left.  I  might  as  well  use  that  up  and  then  stop 
all  together."  She  took  some  more  and  it  made  her 
very  sick,  and  that  afternoon  tried  it  again  and  again 
she  became  very  sick.  She  threw  the  remainder  away 
and  since  that  time  has  lived  her  promise  to  the 
Lord,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Church. 

The  latter  part  of  July,  Elders  Burdett,  McDaniel  and 
President  Satterfield,  in  conjunction  with  Brother  A.  P. 
King  of  Townley,  Alabama  held  a  series  of  meetings 
in  the  Townley  section.  An  improvised  outdoor  meet¬ 
ing  place  was  constructed  by  Brother  King  in  his 
yard  for  some  of  the  meetings  and  crowds  of  from 
50  to  80  were  in  attendance.  After  one  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  in  which  "Salvation  for  the  Dead"  was  discussed, 
three  men  came  up  and  said,  "We  are  convinced 
that  you  have  the  truth.  We  are  going  to  clean 
ourselves  up  and  become  worthy  of  Baptism." 


MISSIONARIES  OF  MISSISSIPPI  AND  NORTH 
MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICTS  IN  LEADERSHIP 
CONVENTION,  AT  COLUMBIA,  MISS.. 

JULY  1.  2,  3,  1038.  PRESIDENT 

AND  SISTER  CLAYSON  IN 
CENTER,  FRONT. 

The  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Stephenson  and  Nettles 
in  Birmingham  and  McLaughlin  and  Branch  in  Gadsden 
are  doing  a  most  commendable  job  of  keeping  the 
contacts  alive  in  the  cities  while  the  Elders  are  in 
the  country. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT  -  Ferris  F.  Johnson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"Seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books  words  of  wisdom."  The 
missionaries  of  this  district,  sometime  back  began  to 
organize  what  they  call  "Book  of  Mormon  Clubs"  — 
clubs  in  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  main  interest, 
and  it  and  all  references  available  are  carefully  studied 
in  the  weekly  meetings.  The  idea  has  been  received 
quite  well,  and  at  present  the  district  has  five  well 
organized  clubs  and  from  reports  there  are  nearly 
as  many  investigators  attending  as  there  are  members. 
It  seems  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  isn’t  studied  as  much 
as  it  should  be,  so  with  somthing  like  this  to  foster  its 
study,  the  people  get  a  real  vision  of  what  it  contains. 
Elder  Ralph  J.  Hill  and  Elder  Claude  D.  Williamson 
state  that  an  investigator  is  the  most  interested  visitor 
at  the  club. 

In  traveling  the  country  parts  of  the  district,  the 
Elders  have  many  varied  experiences.  Elders  Albert 
F.  Davis  and  William  T.  Mills  on  visiting  a  family 
of  members,  found  the  mother  to  be  quite  ill,  and  she 
had  been  in  bed  for  over  three  weeks,  complaining* 
of  terrible  headaches  and  a  sharp  pain  in  her  side, 
which  made  her  unable  to  get  any  rest.  They  state 
that  they  administered  to  her  and  retired  to  their 
bed,  and  were  very  happy  to  find  her  up  and 
doing  her  house-work  next  morning.  She  told  them 
that  immediately  after  they  had  laid  their  hands  on 
her  head,  she  was  eased  of  her  pain. 

The  lady  missionaries  of  the  district  are  doing  quite 
well  with  Primaries  and  have  also  been  affiliated 
with  Women's  organizatiorts  of  other  churches  to 
promote  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel.  Sisters  Alzada 
Beasley  and  Margaret  Rigby  have  been  doing  a  fine 
work  in  Bainbridge  with  the  ladies’  clubs  and  have 


certainly  made  the  people  conscious  of  Mormonism. 
Sisters  Beth  Atkin  and  Mildred  Woods  in  Brunswick, 
are  doing  fine  work  in  their  Primaries  and  have  one 
Primary  meeting  nearly  every  day  and  one  day  they 
have  two  meetings. 

Elders  Weldon  B.  Cragun  and  Vernon  B.  Parker 
while  walking  down  a  crowded  street  in  Savannah, 
Ga.,  were  approached  by  a  fellow  who  had  heard 
them  on  the  street  corner,  and  asked  for  some  more 
literature  concerning  the  Church.  Elder  Parker  gave 
him  the  desired  literature  and  Elder  Cragun  loaned 
him  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT James  A.  Chapman, 
President. 

A  noted  philosopher  once  said,  "Success  doesn't 
happen.  It  is  organized,  prompted,  and  captured  by 
consecrated  common  sense."  With  this  bit  of  philoso¬ 
phy  constantly  in  mind  the  missionaries  of  this  district 
have  been  organizing  and  planning  their  work  con¬ 
sistently.  We  find  that  because  of  this,  our  efforts  are 
being  crowned  with  success  far  beyond  our  expecta¬ 
tions..  Truly  has  it  been  proved  that  "Preparation 
precedes  power." 

We  welcome  info  fhe  kingdom  eleven  souls  who  have 
been  baptized  this  past  month. 

The  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  of  July  the  Mississippi  State¬ 
wide  Leadership  Convention  was  held  in  Columbia, 
Miss.  The  purpose  of  the  convention  was  to  in¬ 
troduce  and  develop  more  effective  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing  as  well  as  to  forward  the  work  of  every  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Church.  It  was  held  in  the  new  $135,000 
Columbia  High  School. 

Approximately  250  of  our  Saints,  friends  and  in¬ 
vestigators  met  on  July  23rd  to  celebrate  "Pioneer 
Day."  A  very  fine  program  was  presented,  consisting 
of  some  dramatizations  of  pioneer  hardships  and  sing¬ 
ing  appropiate  music.  The  remainder  of  the  day  was 
spent  in  athletic  events  with  everyone  participating. 

Some  time  ago,  Elder  Oleen  Adams,  while  trading 
met  the  mother  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Mississ¬ 
ippi.  She  told  him  that  her  son  stated,  "The  Mormon 
Missionaries  are  doing  more  good  than  any  other 
people  in  the  State  of  Mississippi."  He  issued  a  stand¬ 
ing  invitation  to  call  and  visit  him  at  any  time. 

People  are  becoming  more  interested  in  the  Gospel 
each  day  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing 
very  rapidly.  May  we  as  "Watchmen  on  the  tower’’ 
warn  our  neighbor  and  teach  the  principles  of  life 
eternal  to  our  fellow  men. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT Nathan  W.  Buck- 
waiter,  President. 

It  is  with  a  real  feeling  of  joy  that  the  missionaries 
of  this  district  note  the  progress  that  is  being  made 
here.  Truly  they  are  keeping  the  slogan  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  mind,  "South  Carolina  District  Leads." 

Elder  Lloyd  T.  Kidd  has  just  recently  finished  a 
genealogical  tour  of  the  district,  visiting  every  branch 
for  a  period  of  3  or  4  nights.  In  his  visits  he  has 
been  able  to  organize  a  junior  geneological  class  in 
every  branch  and  in  some  instances  spur  the  seniors 
on  to  greater  heights. 

Elders  Clayton  T.  Vowdrey  and  Karl  Ellsworth  have 
recently  been  assigned  to  re-open  the  town  of  Orange¬ 
burg  and  surrounding  territory  where  a  few  years 
ago  the  Elders  were  told  to  leave.  Success,  and  may 
the  Lord  bless  them. 

Elders  Kenneth  G.  Frost  and  Grant  F.  Allen  were 
out  on  a  country  trip  when  late  one  night  they 
stopped  in  a  the  little  town  of  Andrews  in  seach  of 
a  family  of  Saints.  Not  being  able  to  find  them  they 
were  directed  by  a  cafe  owner  to  the  home  of  another 
family  of  "Mormons"  as  he  thought.  Upon  arriving  at 
the  home  they  found  the  man  of  the  house  to  be  a 
Catholic  and  his  wife  a  Presbyterian.  After  a  short 
conversation  on  the  porch  Elder  Frost  noticed  a  violin 
inside  through  the  window.  Upon  mentioning  that 
he  played  the  violin  the  Elders  were  invited  in  for  a 
bit  of  music.  After  playing  a  few  pieces,  they  had 
a  fine  Gospel  conversation,  left  a  copy  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  made  an  appointment  to  give  a  lecture 
there  the  next  time  they  came  thorugh  Andrews.  Who 
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says  the  Lord  doesn't  guide  us  to  where  we  are 
needed? 

Sisters  Jeanette  Davidson  and  Naomi  Brown,  two 
energetic  lady  missionaries  in  Camden,  desiring  to  let 
their  voices  be  heard  upon  lhe  street  corner  just 
as  the  Elders  do,  have  within  the  past  month  persuaded 
the  local  Brethren  to  conduct  the  meetings  tor  them 
and  they  have  done  the  speaking.  At  first  they  were 
timid  but  now  they  express  their  thankfulness  for  such 
opportunities.  Such  fortitude  is  really  commendable. 

Elders  F.  Welling  Calvert  and  Don  H.  Fechser  have 
started  a  new  Sunday  School  in  Blue  Brick,  S.  C.  and 
already  have  performed  several  baptisms  as  a  result. 
Because  of  the  righteous  endeavors  of  lhe  missionaries 
of  this  district  during  July,  18  souls  have  been  accepted 
unto  the  Kingdom  of  God  through  the  waters  of  baptism. 
WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA :-Kermii  M.  Redd,  President. 
"My  people  must  be  tried  in  all  things  that  they 
may  be  prepared  to  receive  the  glory  I  have  for  them, 
even  lhe  Glory  of  Zion/  and  he  that  will  not  bear 
chastizement  is  not  worthy  of  my  Kingdom."  D.  &  C. 
136:31. 

This  statement  was  beautifuly  illustrated  on  Sunday 
the  24th.  The  Saints  and  missionaries  of  the  district 
enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast  by  attending  the  morning 
session  of  conference  at  Gaffney,  S.  C.  Some  of  the 
older  men  related  actual  experiences  of  the  trying 
hardships  our  early  msisionaries  underwent  to  prove 
their  faithfulness  in  spreading  the  Gospel  message. 

While  trading  one  morning  Elder  Eldon  J.  West 
met  a  family  by  the  name  of  West.  After  explaining 
to  them  concerning  Genealogy  in  the  Church,  they  in¬ 
formed  him  that  their  family  had  been  gathering 
genealogy  for  some  time  and  they  would  be  very 
glad  to  submit  what  ever  material  they  might  have 
to  him. 

Sisters  Ruth  Padgett  and  Laile  McNeil  laboring  in 
Winnsboro,  S.  C.  report  that  they  have  some  fine 
investigators  who  are  eager  to  learn  more  about  the 
restored  Gospel. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Sister  Doris  Sims  back  with 
us  after  a  short  leave  of  absence.  She  and  Sister 
Hilda  Wilks  are  doing  some  fine  work  in  Spartanburg, 

S.  C.,  reorganizing  some  of  their  Primaries  and  re¬ 
suming  their  regular  work  with  their  investigators. 

Elders  Joseph  Gunderson  and  Dale  G.  Hardman  have 
been  in  the  country  the  past  few  weeks.  There 
they  contacted  many  of  the  Saints  and  held  some  fine 
meeiings.  They  were  successful  in  showing  the  lectures 
to  many  eager  investigators  while  in  the  country. 

Elder  F.  Wayne  Bell  is  giving  some  very  interesting 
radio  programs  over  station  WSPA  in  Spartanburg. 
This  is  a  good  opportunity  to  aid  in  carrying  out 
the  missionary  work.  On  July  27  and  28  Elders  James 
A.  Hunter,  Joseph  A.  Anderson  and  President  Redd 
were  in  one  of  our  country  towns.  The  Elders  rented 
the  school  house  and  held  two  very  well  attended 
meetings.  Many  of  the  members  traveled  quite  a  dis¬ 
tance  to  attend  the  meetings.  A  number  of  friends 
and  investigators  were  present  also. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Edward  Crowley  — From  Leave  of  Absence  to  Alabama. 
W.  Max  Carter -From  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  Georgia. 
Floyd  J,  Langford  — From  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  Mississippi. 
Emma  Reeve -From  Hinckley,  Utah,  to  Alabama  Dist. 
Beatrice  Rhodehouse  — From  St.  Anthony,  Ida.,  to  Florida. 
Sarah  A.  Smith  — From  Holbrook,  Idaho,  to  Alabama. 
Earl  Sterling -From  Leave  of  Absence  to  Mississippi. 
Clayne  J.  Van  Tassell-From  Kamas,  Utah,  to  N.  Miss. 
Ray  G.  Jones -From  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  So.  Ga. 
APPOINMENTS 

Kermit  M.  Redd  -  President  of  West  South  Carolina. 
Weldon  B.  Cragun  —  Mission  Recorder,  Commisarian  and 
Supervisor  of  Genealogical  Work. 

Lynn  C.  Markham  — President  of  Florida  District. 

Harold  E.  Nelson -President  of  Georgia  District. 
Seldon  S.  Bridges  —  President  of  South  Carolina  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Weldon  B.  Cragun  — From  So.  Georgia  to  Mission  Office. 
Maude  Dial -From  Mission  Office  to  Georgia  District. 


Lydia  Washburn -From  Mission  Office  to  Georgia  Dist. 
Nadine  Bowman  — From  Mission  Office  to  Georgia  Dist. 
Horach  Smith  — From  No.  Mississippi  to  Mississippi  Dist. 
Gladys  Duncan  — From  Alabama  to  South  Georgia.  Dist. 
George  Karren-From  West  South  Carolina  to  Florida. 
Lynn  C.  Markham -From  Mission  Office  to  Florida. 
Seldon  S.  Bridges  — From  Florida  to  South  Carolina. 
RELEASES 

Mary  Snodgrass -Of  Georgia  — Home,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
S.  Wayne  Rex -Of  Mississippi -Home,  Randolph,  Utah- 
Joseph  N.  Revill-Of  Mission  Office -Home  Inglewood, 
California. 

Mildred  Woods -Of  S.  Georgia -Home.  Switzerland,  S.  C. 
William  Gray  — Of  S.  Ga.  — Home,  to  Farmington,  Utah. 
(Leave  of  Absence.) 

Lyman  Bodell-Of  Mission  Office -Home,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah. 

Norma  Berry -Of  Florida -Home,  Holbrook,  Arizona 
(Leave  of  Absence.) 

Clark  W.  Call -Of  Florida -Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 
Frank  Shafer  — On  Leave  of  Absence,  Transferred  to 
California  Mission. 

A.  Lonson  Child -Of  Ga.-Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Lavina  Moses -Of  Alabama -Home,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 
Nathan  W.  Buckwalter-Of  So.  Carolina  — Home,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

L.  KAY  GUYMON,  Mission  Secretary. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  C.  Miles,  Presidenl. 

Here  are  some  excerpts  from  weekly  reports:  "Af¬ 
ter  the  meeting,"  report  Elders  Haddock  and  Ricks, 
"a  man  came  up  and  shook  our  hands  and  told  lhe 
following  story.  'I  had  no  idea  of  coming  here.  I've 
enjoyed  your  meeting  very  much.  When  I  passed  by 
I  felt  impressed  to  come  in,  I  don't  know  why,  but 
I  did.  I  have  a  brother  that  is  a  "Mormon."  I  was 
very  interested  in  what  you  said.  Do  you  have 
some  literature  that  I  may  have?'  We  were  very 
pleased  over  this  contact  and  believe  he  is  of  Israel." 

Sisters  Emma  Kendell  and  Hannah  Valgardson  say*. 
"Today,  one  of  our  little  Primary  girls  said  her  mother 
was  very,  very  interested  in  the  cottage  meeting 
last  night.  'Mother  wants  to  know  when  you  are  hold¬ 
ing  another  so  she  can  come.'  "  Primaries  help  in 
many  ways.  Not  only  is  the  child  taught  beautiful 
principles,  but  parents  are  brought  the  Gospel  many 
limes  by  the  children. 

After  Jerald  Rowan  and  Coy  Miles  had  talked  for 
one  and  one  half  hours  with  the  son  of  the  Chief  of 
the  Mattaponi  Indians  he  said,  "You  have  told  me 
more  about  my  people  than  anyone  I've  ever  talked 
to.  I  want  a  Book  of  Mormon  so  I  can  read  more 
about  them." 

More  souls  are  being  contacted  daily  and  the  Gospel 
is  explained  by  humble  missionaries  who  boldly  pres¬ 
ent  the  things  they  know  to  be  true. 

Elders  Loveland  and  Hodgkinson  are  having  suc¬ 
cess  near  Charlottesville.  Wallace  Wightman  and  W. 
W.  Taylor  are  holding  many  meetings  in  their  territory. 
All  are  happy  and  enjoy  their  work. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT  : -G.  Worth  Bench,  Pres. 
"Be  strong  and  of  good  courage.  Be  not  afraid, 
neither  be  thou  dismayed/  for  the  Lord  thy  God 
is  with  thee  whithersoever  thou  goest." —  Joshua  1:9. 

The  turth  of  this  passage  was  manifested  to  Elder 
James  Lorin  Jex  who  had  been  in  the  Mission  field 
but  one  month.  He  had  been  separated  from  his 
companion  while  hitch-hiking  and  was  given  a  lift 
by  two  government  officials,  one  of  whom  was  form¬ 
erly  a  Baptist  preacher.  After  introducing  himself, 
the  conversation  drifted  to  the  Church  and  it's  princi¬ 
ples.  Both  men  listened  intently,  and  then  immediately 
asked  for  Biblical  proof  concerning  his  Church  beliefs 
and  doctrine.  Elder  Jex  states,  "I  had  always  been 
with  my  companion,  and  whenever  I  needed  any  help, 
he  was  there  to  assist  me.  This  time  I  had  no  one 


August  23,  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


137 


and  I  turned  to  the  Lord.  I  am  confident  that  every 
question  was  answered  satisfactorily.  For  over  an 
hour  words  proceeded  from  my  mouth.  References 
and  passages  of  Scripture  came  to  my  mind.  The 
Lord  seemed  to  direct  every  word  I  said,  for  to  this 
day  I  can't  remember  what  I  said,  where  I  went,  and 
only  seemed  conscious  when  the  men  stopped  their  car 
at  my  destination.  They  stated  their  appreciation  for 
the  new  light  they  had  received  concerning  Mormonism, 
and  gave  me  a  pressing  invitation  to  call  upon  them 
at  their  homes  and  offices  at  Philadelphia." 

We  cannot  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  without 
the  spirit  of  humility,  meekness,  faith  in  God,  and 
reliance  upon  his  promises  and  word  to  us.  We  may 
learn  all  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  that  will  not  qualify 
us  to  do  these  things  as  will  the  guiding  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God. 

Virginia  West  District  is  well  established  in  summer 
work.  All  missionaries  report  .an  unusual  number  of 
investigators  and  meetings.  We  find  the  suggestions 
given  to  us  by  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  President 
Tew  are  indeed  beneficial.  Working  in  small  sections 
with  an  established  center  proves  to  be  very  satis¬ 
factory.  We  find  that  less  time  is  wasted  and  more 
time  put  into  real  concentrated  missionary  work. 

Elders  Fillmore  and  Saunders  working  in  Charlotte 
and  Halifax  counties  have  held  a  number  of  cottage 
and  hall  meetings.  They  report  many  good  friends 
and  investigators.  Most  people  are  very  receptive  to 
their  message  and  look  forward  to  their  visit  each 
week. 

Branch  conference  was  held  at  Mt.  Lake  with 
lady  missionaries  and  four  Elders  attending.  Three 
sessions  were  held.  In  the  evening  Brother  Alvin 
Pocock  who  has  been  rendering  a  great  deal  of 
assistance  to  the  missionary  work,  was  the  principle 
speaker. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT :-D.  G.  Lee,  Pres. 

"The  value  of  a  statement  depends  largely  upon 
who  says  it.  Words  may  be  bullets,  but  character  must 
be  the  powder  back  of  them  to  give  them  projectile 
force.  The  man  behind  the  message  is  as  important 
as  the  man  behind  the  gun."  — Charles  B.  Mitchell. 

We  are  indeed  thankful  for  the  Gospel  in  this  age, 
and  also  that  man  has  been  given  the  authority  to 
act  in  God's  name  through  the  Priesthood.  Truth  is 
the  rock  foundation  of  every  great  character,  and  the 
character  of  a  man  is  the  power  back  of  his  message. 

On  July  17  to  24,  President  Wm.  T.  Tew,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Tew,  and  their  two  sons  Dean  and  Kay  made  a  com¬ 
plete  tour  of  our  district.  Twelve  well  attended  con¬ 
ference  sessions  were  held.  Many  investigators  were 
thrilled  as  they  heard  the  servants  of  God  bear  their 
testimonies,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  bore  witness  to 
their  spirits  that  they  had  heard  the  truth. 

The  Gospel  of  truth  has  again  been  restored,  and  it 
should  be  an  ideal  to  inspire  us  on,  a  constant  impulse 
to  live  it.  A  three  day  program  was  held  at  Zigler 
over  the  24th,  commemorating  Pioneer  Day/  socials, 
picnics,  and  conferences  made  an  enjoyable  time  for 
all. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Wayne  G.  Olson,  Pres. 

"And  this  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  to  all  nations,  and 
then  shall  the  end  come." -Matt.  24:14. 

Although  we  are  not  located  in  the  far  extreme 
corners  of  the  earth  from  where  the  restoration  of  the 
Gospel  took  place,  we  find  many  people  who  have 
not  heard  the  true  teachings  of  the  Savior  preached  in 
this  the  latter-day.  Elders  Grant  P.  Grandy  and  Norris 
M.  Neville  in  the  Floyd  section,  say  they  are  the 
first  Elders  some  of  those  good  people  have  ever 
heard.  Their  speaking  to  1399  non-members  in  meetings 
during  the  month  of  July,  modestly  contributes  to  the 
fulfillment  of  this  prophecy. 

Through  the  diligent  efforts  of  the  missionaries  of 
the  district  we  are  able  to  report  16  baptisms  during 
the  month  of  July. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT: - Orval  Mecham,  Pres. 

Marks  of  progress  have  been  noted  in  the  West 
Kentucky  District  during  the  Month  of  July.  As  a 
result  of  our  labors  42  souls  have  been  admitted  into 


the  fold  this  month  through  the  portals  of  baptism. 

Conference  of  July  10th  at  Bradfordsville  was  an  in¬ 
spiring  event.  Words  of  encouragement  and  advice 
were  received  by  all  present,  from  President  and 
Sister  Tew  and  the  Elders  of  the  district.  At  the 
afternoon  session  the  chapel  would  not  accommodate 
the  large  crowd,  so  an  overflow  meeting  was  held  in 
the  shade  of  a  near  by  grove  of  trees,  with  Elders 
Kenneth  Unsworth,  D.  Marion  Lester,  and  Orval  Mecham 
speaking,  while  those  that  were  able  to  crowd  inside 
the  chapel  were  listening  to  the  inspired  words  of 
President  Wm.  T.  Tew  and  others. 

Immediately  after  this  session  a  baptismal  service  was 
held  in  a  near  by  river  with  approximately  350  people 
assembled  at  the  water's  edge  to  witness  the  ceremony 
by  which  eleven  souls  were  admitted  into  the  Church. 
One  of  these  precious  souls  was  a  Sister  78  years  old 
who  walked  six  miles  through  the  hills,  over  an  ex¬ 
ceptionally  rough  foot  path  to  be  baptized  and  confirmed 
a  member  of  the  Church.  We  heartily  welcome  these 
worthy  people  as  members  of  the  Church  and  pray  that 
our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  them  that  their  testi¬ 
monies  of  the  Gospel  will  be  increased. 

Elders  Rey  L.  Fenn  and  Donald  Thoresen  report 
having  an  interesting  experience  at  Battletown.  They 
went  there  planning  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings.  On 
their  arrival  they  found  that  a  Methodist  preacher  was 
holding  a  revival  meeting  in  town.  They  attended  one 
of  his  meetings  and  were  extended  a  hearty  welcome. 
Elder  Fenn  was  asked  to  open  the  meeting  with  prayer. 
At  the  close  they  were  invited  to  visit  with  the  min¬ 
ister  at  the  chapel  the  following  day  at  3:00  p.  m. 
The  appointment  was  kept  and  their  friend  was  deeply 
interested  in  the  message  of  Mormonism  and  glad  to 
accept  a  Book  of  Mormon,  That  night  they  attended 
his  meeting  again.  Elder  Thoresen  offered  the  open¬ 
ing  prayer  and  after  the  meeting  he  was  asked  by  the 
minister  to  announce  that  the  next  two  meetings  would 
be  conducted  by  them.  They  were  also  invited  to 
attend  a  special  gathering  of  the  Methodists  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Saturday. 

Our  local  missionaries  of  this  district  report  success 
in  their  labors.  Brother  W.  B.  Ray  and  Bro.  Guy 
Galloway  of  Madisonville  report  a  large  attendance 
at  the  funeral  of  one  of  our  departed  Sisters,  Mrs. 
Hattie  Lucille  Tatum,  where  many  of  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Gospel  were  explained. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISRICT:-J.  Robert  Buswell, 
President. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  visit  of  Elder 
Bassett  T.  Wright  to  this  district  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  independent  branches  was  highly  success¬ 
ful.  In  14  meetings  he  contacted  1930  persons  including 
Saints  and  their  friends.  We  feel  that  the  work  here 
will  go  on  to  greater  heights  now  that  our  seven 
organized  branches  have  a  firm  foundation  in  the  way 
of  sufficient  records  and  business  methods. 

Our  Relief  Societies  are  engaged  in  canning  fruit 
and  vegetables.  Goldsboro  Branch  has  established  a 
fruit  store  house  and  many  will  benefit  this  winter 
from  the  food  that  these  capable  sisters  are  preserving. 

The  Elders  are  established  in  North  Carolima's  small 
villages.  Our  aim  is  to  thoroughly  tract  these  villiges 
during  the  summer  months  as  in  times  passed  they  have 
been  neglected.  Concentration  and  thoroughness  with 
zeal,  characterize  their  activities;  not  looking  back  over 
shoulders  at  past  activities,  "For  hope  springs  not  from 
what  we've  done,  but  from  the  work  we've  just  begun." 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT Frank  L.  Walk¬ 
er,  President. 

Acting  under  the  authority  restored  by  Elijah  the 
Prophet,  Brother  David  L.  Hiatt  as  head  of  a  company 
of  21  Saints  and  relatives  left  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C.  July 
2,  to  do  work  for  their  dead  in  the  holy  temple. 

Equipping  themselves  with  a  model  A  Truck  chasis 
they  built  a  bus  body  on  it.  Leaving  their  maturing 
crops,  friends  and  homes  they,  with  pioneer  spirit, 
set  their  faces  toward  the  Temple  where  they  wished 
to  open  the  prison  doors  for  their  departed  dead. 
What  love  actuated  their  sacrifice !  What  cherished 
devotions  to  the  revealed  word  of  God!  Busy,  hard 
working  people  who  had  saved  and  planned  so  much 
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io  enter  the  sacred  portals  of  the  House  of  the  Lord. 
May  we  not  acclaim  their  journey  as  an  outstanding 
monument  among  others  to  the  courage  and  testimony 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints?  Friday  at  6:00  p.m.; 

on  the  29th  of  July,  they  rolled  in  as  peacefully  as 
they  rolled  out  — secure  in  the  knowledge  that  their 
devotions  were  pleasing  in  the  eyes  of  the  Master. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Mildred  Patten  — From  Tempe,  Arizona,  to  Office. 
George  H.  Biggs  — From  Hillside,  Arizona,  to  W.  Va.  No. 
TRANSFERS 

Lorna  Hull  — From  West  Va.  So.  to  North  Corolina  E. 
Emma  Payne  — From  W.  Virginia  So.  to  N.  Carolina  E. 
Merlene  Tew  — From  N.  Carolina  East  to  Virginia  East. 
Ellen  Cahoon  — From  N.  Carolina  East  to  Virginia  East. 
Ruth  Wilson -From  Virginia  West  to  N.  C.  West. 
Helen  Moffat  — From  N.  C.  West  to  Virginia  West  Disl. 
Ralph  T.  Jones  — From  West  Virginia  South  to  Office. 
RELEASE 

Oscar  P.  Tenney -Of  N.  C.  W.  — Home,  Humbolt,  Ariz. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Carlos  W.  Stone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

District  conference  was  held  in  Dallas,  July  10th. 
Missionaries  from  both  East  and  North  Texas  Districts 
were  called  in  and  met  together  sharing  the  timely 
advise  given  by  President  and  Mother  Christiansen  in 
conference  and  missionary  meetings.  Commendable  talks 
were  given  by  all  the  missionaries  who  were  called 
upon  to  speak.  All  enjoyed  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

The  efforts  of  the  Elders  and  lady  missionaries  and 
!he  blessings  of  the  Lord  are  shown  by  the  following 
baptisms:  Alta  Lillian  Bull,  Ruby  Marie  Bull,  Lillian 
L.  Bull,  Lillian  Joyce  Horan,  Robert  Gylnn  Knight,  Amy 
Marie  Smith  Stanley,  Travis  Waylon  Terrell,  Austin 
Derzill  Terrell,  Johnie  Lou  Terrell,  Curtis  Revire  Terrell, 
Ruby  Juanita  Terrell,  Donald  Preston  Arrington,  Thomas 
Howard  Smith,  and  Luella  Marshburn. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

We  are  happy  to  report  five  baptisms  performed  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  in  this  district:  Velsie  Pearl  Wood  and 
Daisy  Lorene  Wood  were  baptized  by  Elder  William 
H.  Hansen,-  John  Wm.  Newberry  by  Elder  Clifton  L. 
Young;  Jessie  Maurine  Dawson  by  Elder  Vaughn  W. 
Packer,  and  James  Frank  Dunmen  by  Elder  Joseph 
L.  Tippets. 

People  who  know  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  live 
them  are  the  happiest  people  on  earth,  but  they  who 
know  the  true  Gospel  and  disobey  are  the  most  miser¬ 
able.  May  these  people  live  faithful  and  receive  the 
blessings  God  has  promised  to  the  righteous. 

The  missionaries  and  Saints  of  North  Texas  have  been 
deeply  touched  by  the  death  of  Brother  Ruel  L.  Mor¬ 
gan.  Brother  Morgan  has  worked  in  the  Fort  Worth 
Branch  for  a  number  of  years  and  for  the  past  year  has 
been  branch  president.  He  has  been  very  loyal  to  the 
Church  and  has  helped  the  Ft.  Worth  Branch  in  various 
ways.  To  the  missionaries  he  has  been  like  a  father.  We 
are  sure  the  Lord  has  a  greater  mission  for  him  to 
perform  on  the  other  side. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  were  thankful  for 
the  privilege  of  meeting  with  East  Texas  missionaries 
at  the  Dallas  conference.  We  always  leave  these  con¬ 
ference  sessions  with  a  better  spirit  and  a  determination 
to  do  our  best  in  the  work. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

This  month  has  been  marked  with  the  same  fine 
success  as  last  month  in  country  work,  his  might  be 
best  expressed  in  the  Elders'  own  words: 

Elder  Karren:  "We  held  an  open  air  meeting  at 
Phelps  last  night.  I  believe  we  had  the  whole  town 
out.  We  stayed  three  nights  and  they  want  us  back. 
We  slept  in  the  best  house  in  town  and  had  other  in¬ 


vitations."  His  companion,  Elder  Oleson,  of  the  same 
meeting  says:  "One  woman  asked  Brother  Decker  pre¬ 
viously  what  Church  he  belonged  to.  When  he  said 
Mormon,  she  said,  'Why,  we  used  to  chase  them  out 
of  Grimes  County.'  After  one  of  the  meetings,  this 
woman  invited  us  to  her  home  for  dinner." 

Elders  Ficklin  and  Evert  were  invited  to  speak  at  the 
Apostalic  arbor  near  Evadale  on  the  4th.  The  min¬ 
ister  advertized  for  a  month  that  they  would  be  there. 
When  they  came,  there  were  120  people  at  the  meeting. 
Elder  Ficklin  says:  "I  spent  the  night  with  the  min- 
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ister's  father,  and  they  want  us  io  come  back  for 
more  meetings." 

Some  of  the  Elders  have  remodeled  their  picture 
machines  to  work  from  car  batteries  for  the  country 
work  and  have  been  holding  quite  a  number  of  meet¬ 
ings.  At  Jozye,  Elders  Karren  and  Oleson  held  one 
with  an  attendance  of  100  people,  75  of  whom  were 
non-members.  In  going  back  to  Phelps,  Elder  Karren 
was  unable  to  walk  for  a  few  days,  so  they  simply 
held  meetings  each  night.  20  to  35  people  attended 
each  one. 

Elder  Moon  reports:  "Last  night  we  held  a  meeting 
near  Emilee  with  all  non-members.  After  meeting 
we  had  three  invitations  to  spend  the  night."  At  La 
Porte  they  had  a  similar  exeprience:  "We  traded  a 
house,  but  the  lady  didn't  have  room  for  us  to  stay. 
However  she  went  off  to  her  neighbor's  and  made 
arrangements  with  a  widower  who  had  taken  in  an 
Elder  years  ago  in  Missouri.  When  we  left  next 
morning,  I  gave  him  a  Book  of  Mormon  and  he  invited 
us  to  come  back  to  stay  anytime." 

Such  experiences  as  these  can  not  help  but  build 
the  missionaries'  faith  who  can  go  out  into  strange 
places  without  purse  or  scrip. 

The  lady  missionaries  had  their  share  this  month  also. 
In  Galveston,  they  have  two  active  Primaries.  Sister 
Lake  tells  of  them:  "On  Wednesday  we  held  a  Pri¬ 
mary  in  our  room,  and  had  nine  very  nice  children 
in  attendance.  They  are  so  enthusiastic  that  when¬ 
ever  they  see  us  coming  along  the  street  they  run 

to  meet  us  and  ask  us  about  our  next  class.  We  were 

happy  Thursday  when  one  of  the  mothers  came  to 
visit  our  Primary.  She  seemed  very  much  impressed 

and  said  she  appreciated  what  we  are  doing  for  her 
children." 

Elders  Scollick  and  Rogers  have  been  doing  some 
active  Primary  work  also.  At  Jozye,  which  has  been 
very  inactive  for  many  years,  they  organized  a  class 
and  had  15  children  the  first  time.  To  quote  from  their 
letter:  "Our  class  grew  from  15  to  19  this  week. 

This  brought  the  children  out  to  Sunday  School  the 
next  day  and  for  the  first  time  in  several  years  a 

children's  class  was  held  there.  And  at  night  some 
of  them  came  back  and  brought  their  parents  with 
them." 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  things  reported  this 
month.  In  addition,  were  the  many  programs  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  July  24th.  Five  Sunday  Schools  and 
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two  branches  held  memorial  services  on  Sunday  and 
five  of  the  seven  had  Saturday  picnics  and  other 
social  gatherings.  It  did  a  great  deal  of  good  in  re¬ 
minding  the  members  of  the  debt  we  owe  to  those 
early  pioneer  Saints. 

Converts  baptized  during  the  month  were:  Ireland  V. 
Goins  /  Johnie  L.  Goins/  Virginia  F.  Goins  ;  Lonie 
Mhson  Jackson;  Lorene  Marie  Crosby;  Dolly  Dimple 
Crosby;  Douglas  Newton  Crosby;  Benurd  Monalease 
Odom;  Alfamae  L.  Gentry;  Leeila  Gentry. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -James  R.  Betteridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

A  two  day  celebration  commemorating  the  24th  of 
July  was  enjoyed  by  the  Saints,  friends,  and  investiga¬ 
tors  throughout  the  district.  Picnics  and  appropiate 
games  were  held  in  the  various  parks,  concluded  by 
spiritual  meetings,  with  timely  talks  and  music,  which 
brought  to  light  the  strong  testimonies  and  the  courage¬ 
ous  love  the  pioneers  had  for  the  Gospel.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  an  inspiring  affair  to  those  in  attendance. 

The  Elders  have  continued  their  country  work  the 
past  month  throughout  the  district,  traveling  without 
purse  or  scrip.  Among  the  many  blessings  and  testi¬ 
monies  enjoyed  by  the  Elders  is  the  testimony  of 
Sister  Susie  Heiskell:  "After  several  years  of  diligent 
study  and  search,  with  a  humble  prayer  in  my 
heart  I  have  been  brough  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  I  realized  the  authority  to  baptize  and  act 
in  the  name  of  God  was  not  one  that  man  could  take 
upon  himself.  Sometime  ago  I  was  contacted  by 
Elder  Glenn  H.  Jensen  whose  message  was  a  great 
source  of  comfort  and  joy  to  me,  as  it  carried  the 
conviction  that  he  was  truly  a  servant  of  God.  In 
studying  the  literature  he  presented  to  me  my  testi¬ 
mony  grew  until  at  last  I  have  the  soul  conviction  that 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is 
indeed  the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  On  July  12, 
1938,  I  was  baptized  by  Elder  Glenn  H.  Jensen  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Neil  H.  Purdie.  I  assure  you 
my  joy  is  full  of  being  found  worthy  of  such  glorious 
blessings  the  Lord  has  bestowed  upon  me." 

We  wish  lo  welcome  into  ihe  Church  the  following 
brothers  and  sisters:  William  Junior  Donaho,  Clarence 
Dennis  Petty,  Susie  Heiskell,  baptized  by  Elder  Glenn 
H.  Jensen;  Charles  Lafallette  Brown,  baptized  by  Elder 
Neil  H.  Purdie;  Ira  Merle  Meeks,  baptized  by  Elder 
Vernon  C.  Smith;  Alane  Pullins,  Viola  Ruth  Moore, 
Alex  Keller,  Donald  Grunewald,  baptized  by  H.  E. 
Turley,  Branch  President  of  San  Antonio.  We  pray  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  to  attend  them  that  they  re¬ 
main  true  to  the  faith,  and  enjoy  the  blessings  the 
Lord  has  in  store  for  those  who  are  faithful. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  H.  March- 
ent,  President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  Elders  in  the  district  report  much  success  in 
locating  members  who  haven't  been  contacted  for 
some  time,  and  also  in  finding  others  whose  names 
aren't  even  on  record.  The  country  work  has  been  of 
great  benefit  both  because  the  old  members  are  con¬ 
tacted,  and  other  people  have  the  privilege  of  hearing 
the  Gospel  preached  to  them.  Many  successful  street 
and  cottage  meetings  have  been  held'  in  the  past  month. 

The  following  meeting  was  reported  by  Elder  J. 
Marshall  Clarke  and  Elder  Arden  J.  Wilcox:  "As 
we  were  in  town  waiting  to  fill  an  appointment  we 
noticed  a  fruit  stand  around  which  were  gathered  a 
group  of  men.  We  went  over  and  asked  permission  to 
hold  a  street  meeting.  Our  request  was  granted  and 
we  commenced.  About  30  men  listened  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  at  the  close  we  were  able  to  lend  a  few 
copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon." 

The  scriptural  promise,  "The  prayer  of  faith  will 
heal  the  sick"  has  been  proved  many  times  recently: 
Elders  J.  M.  Clarke  and  Arden  J.  Wilcox  report  the 
following:  "Upon  arriving  at  the  home  of  one  of 

the  members  we  found  that  she  was  ill  and  had  been 
for  sometime.  She  hadn't  been  able  to  eat  much  in 
two  weeks.  We  administered  to  her  and  she  began 
immediately  to  feel  better  and  was  able  to  eat  and 
enjoy  it." 

This  from  Elders  Gail  P.  Hendricksen  and  Clifford 
L.  Oviatt:  "We  came  here  and  found  one  of  our 


members  in  bed  from  a  swelling  in  her  ear  that  made 
her  very  ill.  She  asked  us  to  administer  to  her  and 
we  did.  Immediately  after  we  held  a  Bible  Class 
at  her  home  and  she  was  able  to  join  the  class  and 
was  so  well  the  next  morning  that  she  made  a  pleasure 
trip  to  Arkansas. 

"We  seem  to  be  reaping  the  harvest  from  the  seeds 
sown  by  others,"  report  Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and 
Don  C.  Wilson.  "In  holding  a  meeting  we  were  able 
to  contact  a  man  who  met  the  Elders  years  ago  and 
was  very  much  impressed.  We  loaned  him  a  Book 
of  Mormon  and  also  gave  him  other  literature,  and 
he  asked  us  to  call  upon  his  wife  at  the  hospital  as 
he  said  she  also  would  be  interested." 

Sisters  Lillis  Ence  and  Genevieve  Tanner  report  tha* 
they  organized  a  Bee  Hive  Class  on  July  7,  and  have 
several  girls  in  attendance. 

The  following  baptisms  were  performed  during  the 
month:  Abbie  Austin  and  Mary  Magdaline  Austin 
by  Elder  J.  Marshall  Clarke,-  Earseal  Webster  and  Rado 
Martin  by  Elder  Clifford  L.  Oviatt;  Eller  May  Webster 
and  Charles  P.  Breedlove  by  Elder  Gail  P.  Hendricksen. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  these  people  into  the 
Church.  Also  several  children  were  blessed  during 
the  month. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT :- Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Many  special  favors  have  been  shown  the  missionaries 
of  this  district  the  past  month.  Elder  Neal  with  Sisters  Tait 
and  Hazel  Ferrell,  through  one  of  our  members  there, 
arranged  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Tunica,  La.  The  school 
house  was  obtained  and  after  a  very  inspiring  meeting 
with  24  non-members  in  attendance,  an  invitation 
was  extended  by  the  man  in  charge  of  the  building 
to  come  and  use  it  any  time  we  so  desired. 

The  Elders  of  this  district  are  still  having  many 
faith  promoting  experiences  in  their  country  work. 
They  recognized  the  extended  hand  of  the  Lord  in 
answer  to  their  prayers. 

At  Morgan  City  on  July  18th  Elders  Johnson,  Bush 
and  Neal  held  a  cottage  meening  in  the  home  of  a 
Catholic  woman  with  an  attendance  of  25  non-members. 

"The  motorists  have  been  very  kind  to  me"  writes 
President  Neal,  "two  of  them  bough  me  meals,  another 
gave  me  $2.00  after  having  ridden  with  him  for  a 
hundred  miles.  One  fellow  who  let  me  ride  noticed  the 
L.  D.  S.  sign  on  my  case  and  asked,  'Is  that  a  scheme 
you  have  to  get  rides'  I  then  had  the  opportunity 
to  explain  to  him  our  missionary  system.  He  said 
I  was  the  first  Mormon  he  ever  saw.  I  rode  for 
200  miles  and  not  for  one  minute  did  we  get  off  the 
subject  of  religion.  He  asked  me  for  literature  that  he 
might  learn  more  of  the  Gospel." 

The  following  six  persons  were  baptized  during  July: 
Dalas  Elbrun  Kelly,  Wilburn  James  Kelly,  Eula  Mae 
Kelly,  Alven  Lee  Aucion,  Lila  Eudel  Pullam  and  Hattie 
Burnice  Brown. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Marvin  A.  Mangum-From  Cannonville,  U.,  to  S.  Texas. 
Vaughn  S.  Crane -Front  Herriman,  U.  to  So.  Texas. 
Don  Carl  Wilson  — From  Panguitch,  U.  to  N.  Louisiana. 
APPOINTMENT 

Lillian  Jensen  -  Mission  Primary  Supervisor,  to  replace 

Sister  Nora  Tait. 

TRANSFERS 

Hugh  T.  Stanford  -  From  N.  La.  to  Mission  Office. 
Mildred  Jackson  — From  South  Texas  to  West  Texas. 
Blanche  Baylis-From  North  Texas  to  East  Texas. 

Ethel  Smart -From  West  Texas  to  North  Texas. 

Lillian  Jensen  — From  East  Texas  to  Mission  Office. 

May  Summers  — From  East  Texas  to  South  Texas. 

Viola  Litster  — From  West  Texas  to  East  Texas. 

Darlene  Christensen  —  From  East  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
Alice  Snow  — From  Mission  Office  to  West  Texas. 

J.  LA  MAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary 


Wake  up  and  give  your  dreams  a  chance 
to  come  true. 
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NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

VERMONT  GENERAL  CANFERENCE:- 

The  missionaries  of  the  New  England  Mission  were 
privileged  to  attend,  for  the  week  of  July  26,  one 
of  the  finest,  most  inspirational  conferences  that  has 
been  their  privilege  to  attend.  Our  host  and  hostess, 
Brother  and  Sister  Cannon,  made  available  for  our 
meeting  place  that  revered  spot  of  ground  where 
Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet  was  born. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  was  the  fact  that, 
President  and  Sister  Eyring,  seventeen  lady  missionaries 
and  forty  Elders  were  each  given  a  part  on  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Many  fine  heart  to  heart  talks  were  given  in 
the  five  days  and  all  who  attended  returned  to  their 
fields  of  labor  enriched  in  knowledge  and  spirit. 

It  was  a  personal  and  strengthening  testimony  to 
visitors  and  missionaries  alike  to  see  sixty  young  men 
and  women  all  intent  on  furthering  the  work  of  God. 


EAST  MASSACHUSETTES  DISTRICT Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President,  32  Ellis  Rd.,  Swampscoti,  Mass. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  striving  to  have 
a  program  that  is  complete  and  interesting  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends.  Perhaps  the  greatest  step  this  district 
is  making  is  in  its  caring  for  the  young  people. 
Religious  training  does  not  mean  to  teach  youth 
"the  shape  of  letters  and  the  tricks  of  numbers,  then 
leave  them  to  turn  arithmetic  to  roguery  and  litera¬ 
ture  to  lust."  It  means,  on  the  contrary,  training 
them  for  the  perfect  control  and  efficient  functioning  of 
of  their  bodies  and  souls.  Christ  often  spoke  of  how* 
pure,  innocent,  and  how  much  like  heaven  are  children. 
"Train  the  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and  when  he 
is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  We  are  told, 
in  a  revelation  from  the  Lord,  "Oh  ye  that  embark  in 
the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all 
your  heart,  might,  mind,  and  strength,  that  ye  may 
stand  blameless  before  him  at  the  last  day." 

The  Elders  in  Andover  have  started  a  club  to  take 
care  of  the  young  boys.  The  lady  missionaries  are 
teaching  thirty  young  ladies  in  M.  I.  A.  work  and 


MISSIONARIES-  OF  MAINE  DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE 

Deft  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Maeda  Murri,  Sister  Rudger  Clawson,  Pres.  Rudger  Clawson,  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve;  Carl  F.  Eyring,  Mission  President;  Fern  C.  Eyring,  President  of  Relief 
Societies  of  Mission ;  Marion  Davis. 

Back  Row:  Ned  M.  Morgan,  Corson  R.  Healey,  Sherman  L.  Park,  Lawrence  L.  Dalton,  Ronald 
J.  Ball,  Elwood  M.  Porter,  Glenn  W.  Price,  District  President;  J.  Russell  Fouts. 


Yes  to  friend  and  stranger  that  look  of  purity  and 
fervent  desire,  shining  from  sixty  young  faces,  could 
be  classed  as  one  of  God's  miracles.  Even  the  weather 
which  seemed  envious  of  this  group,  could  not  dampen 
the  spirit  and  devotion,  and  to  all  concerned  the 
conference  was  a  spiritual  feast. 

The  program  outlined  was  so  designed  as  to  make 
an  interesting  day  for  all  concerned.  Meetings,  with 
missionaries  as  the  main  participants,  occupied  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  Following  this  came  the 
ever-welcome  recreational  hour.  A  diversified  program 
in  the  evening  climaxed  the  activities  of  the  day. 

Eventide  and  time  to  retire  was  something  that  will 
live  forever  in  the  hearts  of  the  missionaries.  Lights 
out!  and  as  the  clear  notes  of  the  taps  rang  out 
over  the  peaceful  verdure  clad  hills,  all  the  world 
seemed  to  stop,  while  sixty  young  souls,  were  seem¬ 
ing  to  commune  directly  with  God,  Himself.  Such  was 
the  spirit  pervading  both  the  atmosphere  and  the  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

Sunday  climaxed  the  week's  activities  with  a  general 
conference  for  all.  Approximately  sixty  Saints  attended 
the  meetings  Sunday  and  they  sensed  and  remarked 
about  the  spirit  of  the  gathering. 

With  one  accord,  the  missionaries  all  acclaimed  this 
conference  to  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  their  mis¬ 
sionary  experience. 

-By  MARION  L.  STODDARD. 


from  outlines  of  other  auxiliary  organizations.  Each 
evening  is  spent  in  a  study  class  at  the  home  of  a 
Saint  or  investigator.  A  social  or  gathering  of  some 
type  is  held  about  every  two  weeks.  The  young  people 
as  well  as  the  older  ones  bring  their  friends  to  these, 
and  in  this  way  a  more  favorable  attitude  is  becoming 
prevalent  toward  the  Church. 

MAINE  DISTRICT :  —  Glenn  W.  Price,  President,  59 
Bramhall  St.,  Portland,  Maine. 

"Faith  cometh  by  Hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word 
of  God/  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
And  how  shall  they  preach  unless  they  be  sent?" 
Touring  our  district  with  President  and  Sister  Eyring 
at  a  recent  conference  was  President  and  Sister  Rudger 
Clawson  from  Salt  Lake  City.  We  deemed  it  an  honor 
and  privilege  to  have  the  president  of  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles  speak  to  us,  and  I  am  sure 
that  all  those  in  attendance  were  filled  with  his  inspiring 
message. 

The  "Missionary  Training  Week"  that  was  spent  at 
the  Joseph  Smith  Memorial  cottage  terminated  with 
greater  success  than  had  been  anticipated.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  expressed  to  me  their  feelings  in  regard 
to  the  value  they  obtained  there,  and  all  are  looking 
forward  with  the  hope  that  another  may  be  held  next 
year. 

CONNETCICUT  DISTRICT:  - Lamont  W.  Loveday, 
President,  48  Wildwood  Ave.,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

A  real  thrill  was  felt  by  the  Elders  of  this  district 
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in  spending  Iwo  weeks  in  visiting  outlying  Saints. 
All  were  reported  well  and  happy,  and  one  family 
especially  blessed  with  a  new  arrival  in  their  home. 
The  time  and  effort  put  forth  in  making  these  visits 
were  doubly  repaid  when  so  many  of  our  good  mem¬ 
bers  drove  long  distances  to  respond  to  the  invitation 
to  attend  our  conference  meetings.  President  Rudger 
Clawson  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  completed  his 
tour  of  the  New  England  Mission  when  he  visited  us, 
holding  conference  meetings  in  Hartford  and  New 
Haven  on  July  17th.  His  counsel  and  advice  were 
listened  to  by  members  and  friends  and  some  news 
reporters. 

The  missionaries  of  Connecticut  wish  to  express  their 
appreciation  for  the  opportunity  and  privilege  they 
have  just  enjoyed  by  attending  a  five-day  conference 
held  at  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's  birthplace,  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  They  greatly  enjoyed  the  association  of  the 
other  missionaries  of  this  mission.  The  instructions  that 
were  given/  the  inspiring  talks  that  were  delivered 
by  President  David  O.  McKay,  our  own  Mission  Presi¬ 
dent  Carl  F.  Eyring,  and  others  will  long  serve  to 
help  us  make  better  missionaries  of  ourselves. 

TRANSFERS 

Arlo  F.  Johnson— From  Rhode  Island  to  Canadian  Dist. 
Herman  Richards  — From  Vermont  to  Canadian  District. 
Westin  J.  Giggons  — From  E.  Mass,  to  Canadian  District. 
Lawrence  E.  Dalton -From  Maine  to  Vermont  District. 
Loile  J.  Bailey -From  Mission  Office  to  Maine  District. 
Marion  L.  Stoddard  — From  N.  H.  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINMENTS 

Marion  L.  Stoddard  —  Supt.  of  Sunday  School  and  M.I.A. 

and  Publicity  Director. 

Virgil  B.  Whiling -Mission  Secretary. 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Mission  Secretary. 


MISSIONARY  WORK  IN  NEW  ZEALAND 


by  speaking  to  them  in  their  own  tongue.  At  the 
present  time  we  have  approximately  forty  Zion  Elders 
here  laboring,  some  among  the  Europeans  and  some 
among  the  Maoris.  We  travel  mostly  by  bicycle  and 
the  roads  are  fairly  good.  Some  days  we  have  ridden 
as  far  as  150  miles  in  one  day  but  this  is  very  ex¬ 
ceptional. 

The  old  Maori  traditions  show  that  the  Maori  came 
from  America  according  to  our  interpretation.  They 


MISSIONARIES  OF  HAURAKI  DISTRICT, 
NEW  ZEALAND  MISSION 

First  Row:  Mary  Baker,  Lucy  Rangi,  Mary 

Harris  Ihaia. 

Second  Row:  Gerald  P.  Langton  of  Salt  Lake 
City.  Utah;  Bonner  A.  Fitzgerald,  Heber  City. 
L^tah;  Robert  L.  Simpson  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.; 
and  Richard  A.  Lambert  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 


Auckland,  New  Zealand 

Editor  of  Liahona, 

Dear  Brother : 

If  I  knew  that  you  could  understand  Maori  I  would 
write  the  beginning  of  this  article  in  the  Maori 
language  for  I  can  express  my  feelings  toward  the 
Liahona  much  better  in  that  language.  Its  words  seem 
to  have  a  deeper  meaning  than  can  be  expressed  in 
our  own  language.  If  you  will  pardon  my  bad  manners 
I  will  write  just  a  few  lines  which  will  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  Liahona.  Tena  ra  koe,  te  Etita,  i 
roto  i  nga  mahi  o  te  Matua  i  te  Rangi.  Kei  te  tino 
whakamihi  atu  ahua  ki  a  koe  mo  tou  mahi  pai  rawa 
atu.  Kua  whiwhi  ahau  nui  atu  nga  manaakitango 
i  roto  i  tou  pukapuka  ara,  te  Liahona. 

In  all  sincereity  I  have  received  a  great  lot  of 
help  from  the  Liahona  in  my  missionary  work.  For 
the  past  twenty  months  I  have  been  here  in  New 
Zealand  and  have  received  copies  of  your  interesting 
journal  which  have  greatly  assisted  my  companions 
and  myself  in  our  missionary  activities  and  also 
strengthened  our  testimonies.  I  am  writing  this  letter 
to  thank  you  for  the  many  copies  that  you  have  sent 
us  way  down  here  in  New  Zealand.  I  also  would  like 
to  explain  a  little  about  our  mission  and  what  our 
work  consists  of. 

We  are  about  7,000  miles  from  Zion  and  we  re¬ 
ceive  mail  twice  monthly.  New  Zealand  has  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  over  two  million  people,  eight  thousand 
of  whom  are  members  of  the  Church.  A  large  majority 
of  these  people  are  Maoris,  whom  we  believe  are 
cousins  to  the  Indians  and  therefore  are  of  the  House 
of  Israel.  Their  appearance  is  very  similar  to  the 
American  Indian  and  many  of  their  habits  and  customs 
are  the  same.  They  are  a  very  lovable  people  and 
treat  the  Mormon  Elders  with  very  much  respect  and 
kindness.  Religion  comes  second  nature  to  them 
therefore  the  entire  race  are  Christians.  We  Elders 
who  travel  among  them  learn  their  language  which 
is  very  beautiful.  We  win  our  way  to  their  hearts 


believed  in  a  Godhead  of  three  even  before  white 
man  ever  came  here.  They  are  wonderful  carvers 
and  their  old  carvings  of  images  have  three  fingers 
which  is  interpreted  to  stand  for  the  Godhead. 

At  the  present  time  I  am  laboring  in  the  Hauraki 
District  which  is  200  miles  long  and  200 
miles  wide  and  takes  in  the  most  scenic  part  of 
New  Zealand.  In  this  district  we  have  a  thermal 
region  which  is  very  similar  to  Yellowstone  Park. 
We  have  the  largest  and  most  famous  lake  in  Auslral- 
aisa.  Lake  Taupo,  which  is  very  famous  for  its  fish¬ 
ing.  We  also  have  an  active  volcano  and  many 
hot  mineral  baths.  There  are  numerous  lakes  which 
are  very  beautiful  and  are  surrounded  by  beautiful 
native  brush.  There  are  many  Maoris  in  this  district 
and  they  are  quite  highly  civilized. 

We  have  a  Maori  District  Presidency  who  are  in 
charge  of  the  various  branches  within  the  district  but 
they  in  no  way  direct  the  Elders.  As  Supervising 
Elder  I  have  with  me  three  zealous  companions.  We 
also  have  four  local  girl  missionaries  who  help  with 
the  Primary,  M.  I.  A.  and  Relief  Societies  of  the 
district.  They  are  called  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
The  work  here  is  going  ahead  very  fine  at  the  present 
lime  and  we  have  broken  down  most  of  the  prejudice 
against  us.  We  have  taught  the  people  here  the 
American  basketball  and  through  it  we  have  made 
many  friends  and  investigators,  some  of  whom  we 
hope  to  convert. 

ELDER  RICHARD  A.  LAMBERT 


Wherefore,  he  that  preacheth  and  he  that  receivelh, 
understandeth  one  another,  and  both  are  edified  and 
rejoice  together; 

And  that  which  doth  not  edify  is  not  of  God,  and 
is  darkness. 

That  which  is  of  God  is  light/  and  he  that  receiveth 
light  and  continuelh  in  God,  receivelh  more  light, 
and  that  light  groweth  brighter  and  brighter  until  the 
perfect  day. —Doc.  &  Cov.  50:22-24. 


Mission  Miscellanea 


A  HEROINE  BAPTIZED 


Many  of  our  readers  already  have  a  newspaper 
acquaintance  with  Dorothy  Utahna  Tidwell  of  New 
Madrid,  Mo.  This  little  girl  of  twelve  years  at¬ 
tracted  wide  attention  by  her  act  of  heroism  in 
saving  the  lives  of  her  three  sisters,  on  June  27th,  of 
this  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Tidwell  and  family  are  living  at 
New  Madrid,  beside  the  Mississippi  River.  On  this  day 


MISS  DOROTHY  TIDWELL 


in  June  three  children  9,  7,  and  6  years  of  age  were 
playing  in  the  family  car  parked  a  short  distance 
from  the  river.  All  the  doors  were  closed  and  locked, 
but  fortunately  the  glass  had  been  broken  out  of 
one  of  them. 

Mrs  Tidwell  and  12-year-old  Dorothy  noticed  the 
car  moving  towards  the  river  and  rushed  to  the 
rescue.  Mrs  Tidwell  reaching  for  the  children  was 
knocked  over  by  the  car.  Dorothy  gained  the  run¬ 
ning  board  on  the  side  of  the  broken  window  and 
succeeded  in  pulling  two  of  her  sisters  out  before 
the  car  reached  the  river.  With  admirable  presence 
of  mind  and  undaunted  courage,  she  stayed  with 
the  car  as  it  rolled  into  the  river.  Six-year-old  Norma 
Lee  was  still  inside  and  could  not  be  reached.  When  the 
car  was  almost  completely  submerged,  Dorothy  crawled 
through  the  broken  window,  dragged  her  sister  out 
and  swam  with  her  through  18  feet  of  water  to 
safety  on  shore.  Norma  Lee  is  reported  to  have  said: 
"I  went  away  out  there  and  was  scared/  but  I  was 
not  afraid  when  I  saw  Dorothy." 

This  little  heroine  and  her  sister  Virginia  were 
baptized  on  August  3rd.  by  Elder  Ivan  Turnbow  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Dee  Andreasen.  May  they  both 
find  lasting  joy  in  heroic  and  devoted  service  to 
the  Lord  and  His  Church. 


THE  WORK  OF  GOD 

By  KEITH  H.  FACER,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

"And  now  I  say  unto  you,  Refrain  from  these 
men,  and  let  them  alone/  for  if  this  counsel  or  this 
work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  naught/  but  if  it  be 
of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it,  lest  haply  ye  be 
found  even  to  fight  against  God." 

These  were  the  words  of  Gamaliel,  teacher  of  Paul, 


as  he  spoke  to  the  Sadducees,  who  had  brought  the 
Apostles  of  Jesus  Christ  before  the  council  to  com¬ 
mand  them  to  cease  teaching  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 
Undoubtedly  this  man  was  inspired  when  he  gave 
utterance  to  those  words.  They  were  true  then  and  may 
still  apply  to  the  time  in  which  we  live.  The  servants 
of  God  are  subjected  to  rebuff  and  false  accusations  , 
but  the  message  they  carry  has  not  ceased  to  touch 
the  spirits  of  the  honest  in  heart.  Nor  has  it  been 
stopped  by  the  efforts  of  unbelievers. 

Almost  immediately  after  Joseph  Smith  had  received 
his  wonderful  vision  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  from 
all  sides  came  all  manner  of  false  stories  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  destroy  the  work  the  Lord  was  about  to  establish 
through  him.  But  because  he  was  an  instrument  in 
God's  hands,  the  great  work  he  started  has  never 
ceased  to  grow.  As  long  as  this  work  is  directed  by 
God  through  his  servants,  it  shall  never  come  to  naught! 

We  invite  all  mankind  to  investigate  this  plan  of 
salvation  and  cease  to  oppose  it,  "lest  haply  they 
bp  found  even  to  fight  againsr  God." 


THOUGHTS  OF  A  MISSIONARY 

By  MRS.  PEARL  W.  PETERSON,  Gunnison,  Utah 

Oh,  gracious  Lord,  Thou  lovest  me 
With  affectation,  deep  sincerely. 

In  Thine  All-wise  Divinity 
Thou  hast  planned  life  gloriously, 

With  trials  of  joy  and  of  pain/ 

With  chances  to  lose  or  to  gain. 

To  exalt  us,  Lord,  Thou  wast  slain, 

And  saved  us  from  death's  shackling  chain. 

Jehovah,  Lord,  my  love  for  Thee 
Grows  greater  as  more  light  I  see7 
Thrives  as  I  serve  and  strive  to  be 
In  tune  with  Thee,  eternally/ 

Glows  with  each  pleading  prayer  sincere, 
Flames  as  I  labor,  year  by  year 
To  spread  thy  wondrous  Gospel  cheer 
And  drive  out  darkness,  doubt  and  fear. 

All  the  love  for  Thee,  Lord,  priceless  pow’r, 
Unfolds  the  soul  like  bud  to  flow'r, 

Lifts  over  trial  and  fateful  hour, 

Brings  joy  and  blessings  like  a  show'r. 

T  pray  that  in  each  coming  day 
Thy  Gospel  laws  I  will  obey/ 

Give  gratitude  to  Thee  alway/ 

Thy  love,  in  part,  thus  to  repay. 


FATHER’S  PRAYER 

By  E.  L.  COOLEY,  Higgins,  Texas 

As  years  go  by  laden  with  care, 

We  children  all  who  number  seven, 

Will  still  remember  father's  prayer: 

That  we  may  meet  again  in  heaven. 

O  how  the  memories  touch  the  heart 
With  a  music  that's  sweet  and  fair/ 

Though  we  be  many  miles  apart, 

Let's  still  remember  father's  prayer. 

May  father's  prayer  so  filled  with  love 
Find  anchor  in  the  throne  of  grace/ 

And  every  child  set  goal  above, 

To  meet  our  father  face  to  face. 

By  thoughts  or  deeds  or  words  we've  spoken - 
Through  sheer  neglect,  or  worldly  care/ 

Let  the  family  circle  ne'er  be  broken, 

In  answer  to  our  father's  prayer. 


August  23,  1938 
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STUDY 

By  EDWIN  K.  RIGGS,  East  Central  Stales  Mission 

Webster  says  — "Study  is  the  attentive  application 
of  the  mind  to  a  subject." 

The  more  we  study  and  know  about  God,  the 
closer  we  are  to  Him,  therefore,  making  it  easier 
to  keep  His  laws  and  commandments  and  to  do  His 
will. 

We  can  not  possibly  get  anything  out  of  studying  if 
our  mind  is  set  on  something  else  rather  than  on 

our  subject.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  laborless 
success.  Find  what  you  want  to  study,  then  do  it 

in  the  way  that  most  can  be  accomplished.  Dream  and 
make  your  plan,  then  study  it  — forward,  backward,  in 
and  out,  up  and  down,  lenghtwise,  and  sidewise.  A 
plan  in  study  is  order;  lack  of  plan  is  disorder.  You 
may  dream  and  make  your  plan,  but  all  to  no  effect 
unless  you  work. 

First  we  must  grasp  the  principle,  then  apply  the 

principle  to  our  problem,  make  it  move -make  it 

work  I  As  Dale  Carnegie  says:  "Nothing  is  complete 
and  successful  until,  and  unless  it  works.  He  who 
works,  wins,  and  he  who  wins  — works!  And  no  suc¬ 
cess  was  ever  achieved  or  accomplished  without  the 

Try-Angle." 

There  is  only  one  way  to  be  a  master  and  that  is 

by  study.  Study  develops  the  intellect,  and  unless 

we  develop  our  intellect  we  lack  the  power  to  see 
things  in  relation  to  other  things.  We  haven't  the 

power  to  judge  or  comprehend.  Applied  knowledge  is 
what  counts.  No  matter  how  much  we  know,  if  we 
can  not,  and  do  not  apply  it, —  it  is  worthless. 

Pray  for  knowledge  and  understanding,  study  for  it, 
then  put  it  into  practice. 

"It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  igorance." 
-D.  &  C.  131:6. 

"Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto 
in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection." 
-D.  8c  C.  130:18. 


A  PRAYER 

By  KATHERYNE  TATUM,  Baggs,  Wyoming 

Lord,  a  sin  have  I  committed 
Which  I  beg  you  to  forgive. 

Let  me  be  a  truer  person 
And  a  better  life  to  live. 

Lord,  a  great  mistake  have  I  made, 

But  I've  repented,  heart  and  soul; 

Please  help  me  to  do  right,  Oh  Father; 
Please  make  me  pure,  and  clean  and  whole. 

Make  my  thoughts  be  good,  Oh  Father - 
And  make  my  soul  be  pure; 

Let  my  mind  be  clean,  Oh  Father  - 
Free  from  Satan's  lure, 

Help  me  to  do  right,  Oh  Father - 
To  be  more  and  more  like  You; 

Help  me  to  be  brave,  my  Father  — 

Loyal,  strong,  and  true. 

Father,  that  You'll  please  forgive  me, 

For  the  sinner  I  have  been; 

That  You'll  help  me  to  do  better; 

Is  my  prayer  to  You  — Amen. 


Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock:  if  any  man 
hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in 
to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me. 

To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me 
in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set 
down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne.  — Rev.  3:20,  21. 


CHOICE  BITS  OF  SCRIPTURE 


Wherefore  putting  away  tying,  speak  every  man 
truth  with  his  neighbor:  for  we  are  members  one  of 
another. 

Be  ye  angry,  and  sin  not :  let  not  the  sun  go  down 
upon  your  wrath:  0 

Neither  give  place  to  the  devil. 

Let  him  that  stole  steal  no  more:  but  rather  let  him 
labour,  working  with  his  hands  the  thing  which  is 
good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth. 

Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  your 
mouth,  but  that  which  is  good  to  the  use  ot  edifying, 
that  it  may  minister  grace  unto  the  hearers. 

And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby 
ye  are  sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption. 

Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamour, 
and  evil  speaking,  be  put  away  from  you,  with  all 
malice : 

And  be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted,  for¬ 
giving  one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath 
forgiven  you.-Eph.  4:25-32. 


It  is  given  unto  many  to  know  the  mysteries  of 
God;  nevertheless  they  are  laid  under  a  strict  com¬ 
mand  that  they  shall  not  impart  only  according  to 
the  portion  of  his  word  which  he  doth  grant  unto 
the  children  of  men,  according  to  the  heed  and  diligence 
which  they  give  unto  him. 

And  therefore,  he  that  will  harden  his  heart,  the 
same  receiveth  the  lesser  portion  of  the  word;  and 
he  that  will  not  harden  his  heart,  to  him  is  given  the 
greater  portion  of  the  word,  until  it  is  given  unto  him 
to  know  the  mysteries  of  God  until  he  know  them  in  full. 

And  they  that  will  harden  their  hearts,  to  them  is 
given  the  lesser  portion  of  the  word  until  they  know 
nothing  concerning  his  mysteries;  and  then  they  are 
taken  captive  by  the  devil,  and  led  by  his  will  down  to 
distruction.  -  Alma  12:9-11. 


Wo  be  unto  him  that  shall  say:  We  have  received  the 
word  of  God,  and  we  need  no  more  of  the  word  of 
God,  for  we  have  enough! 

For  behold,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  I  will  give 
unto  the  children  of  men  line  upon  line,  precept  upon 
precept,  here  a  little  and  there  a  little ;  and  blessed 
are  those  who  hearken  unto  my  precepts,  and  lend 
an  ear  unto  my  council,  for  they  shall  learn  wisdom; 
for  unto  him  that  receiveth  I  will  give  more;  and 
from  them  that  shall  say,  We  have  enough,  from 
them  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  they  have. 
-2  Nephi  28:29,30. 


"In  the  year  1055  Pres.  Wilford  Woodruff  set  this 
in  his  diary:  'After  retiring  to  bed  I  prayed  to  the 
Lord  to  show  me  what  we  should  teach  the  people, 
and  this  I  received  as  an  answer:  "Let  my  servants 
obtain  the  Holy  Ghost  and  keep  my  Spirit  with  them 
and  that  will  instruct  them  what  to  teach  my  people 
continually.  Instruct  the  people  to  keep  my  Spirit 
with  them,  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  understand  the 
word  of  the  Lord  when  it  is  taught  to  them."  ' 

Being  in  constant  possession  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
listening  to  its  dictates  — that  may  be  said  to  have 
been  the  motto  of  Wilford  Woodruff."  -  Short  History 
of  the  Church,  Page  180. 


Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God, 
see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind 
and  strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God 
at  the  last  day. -Doc  8c  Cov.  4:2. 


And  your  minds  in  times  past  have  been  darkened 
because  of  unbelief,  and  because  you  have  treated 
lightly  the  things  you  have  received.  -  Doc.  8c  Cov. 
84:54. 
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The  Liahona 


THE  JOURNEY  of  the  Lehi  colony  had  been  to  the  south  and  southeast 
"by  the  borders  near  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea,"  but  none  of  them  knew 
where  they  were  going  nor  the  route  of  travel.  They  had  not  gone  far 
when  the  Lord  made  miraculous  provision  for  their  guidance.  Nephi  records: 


1£  "And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  my  father  arose  in  the  morning  and  went  forth 

*  to  the  tent  door,  to  his  great  astonishment  he  beheld  upon  the  ground  a  round 
♦I*  ball  of  curious  workmanship,-  and  it  was  of  fine  brass.  And  within  the  ball  were 
♦>  two  spindles,-  and  the  one  pointed  the  way  whither  we  should  go  into  the 

y 

V  wilderness.  .  .  . 

x 

y  "And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  voice  of  the  Lord  said  unto  him:  Look  upon 

v 

*  the  ball,  and  behold  the  things  which  are  written. 

%  "And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  my  father  beheld  the  things  which  were 

X  written  upon  the  ball,  he  did  fear  and  tremble  exceedingly,  and  also  my 
4  brethren  and  the  sons  of  Ishmael  and  our  wives. 


"And  it  came  to  pass  that  I,  Nephi,  beheld  the  pointers  which  were  in  the 
ball,  that  they  did  work  according  to  the  faith  and  diligence  and  heed  which 
y  we  did  give  unto  them. 
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"And  there  was  also  written  upon  them  a  new  writing,  which  was  plain  to 
read,  which  did  give  us  understanding  concerning  the  ways  of  the  Lord,-  and 
it  was  written  and  changed  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  faith  and  diligence 
which  we  gave  unto  it." -1  Nephi  16:10,  26-29. 

Later  in  the  history  the  Prophet  Alma  gives  us  the  name  of  this  curious 
"compass": 

"And  now,  my  son,  I  have  somewhat  to  say  concerning  the  thing  which  our 
fathers  call  a  ball,  or  director -or  our  fathers  called  it  Liahona,  which  is,  being 
interpreted,  a  compass,-  and  the  Lord  prepared  it. 

"And  behold,  there  cannot  any  man  work  after  the  manner  of  so  curious 
a  workmanship.  And  behold,  it  was  perpared  to  show  unto  our  fathers  the 
course  which  they  should  travel  in  the  wilderness. 

"And  it  did  work  for  them  according  to  their  faith  in  God/  therefore,  if 
they  had  faith  to  believe  that  God  could  cause  that  those  spindles  should  point 
the  way  they  should  go,  behold  it  was  done." -Alma  37:38-40. 


From  this  curious  instrument,  miraculously  prepared  to  point  the  right 
way  of  travel,  comes  the  name  of  your  missionary  magazine,  whose  mission 
it  is  to  point  the  way  to  better  life. 

Read  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  of  the  Branch  of  Israel  in  America 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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President  J.  Golden  Kimball  Called  Home 


A  long  and  useful  life 
on  earth  was  brought 
suddenly  to  a  close  on 
September  2nd,  when  an 
automobile  in  which 
Pres.  Kimball  was  riding, 
crashed  into  an  embank¬ 
ment  and  overturned. 

President  and  Sister  Kim¬ 
ball  and  others  were 
homeward  bound  from  a 
visit  to  their  daughter  in 
San  Francisco  when  the 
accident  occurred,  result¬ 
ing  in  the  death  of  Pres. 

Kimball  and  injury  to  the 
other  occupants.  The 
Liahona  expresses  sym¬ 
pathy  to  Sister  Kimball 
and  other  members  of  the 
bereaved  family. 

On  June  9,  1853,  a  baby  boy  came  to  the 
home  of  Pres.  Heber  C.  Kimball  and  his  wife, 
Christine  Golden.  The  boy  was  named 
Jonathan  Golden  and  has  become  familiarly 
known  throughout  the  Church  as  J.  Golden. 
From  these  sturdy,  stalwart,  pioneer  parents 
came  as  heritage  to  the  boy  the  character¬ 
istics  of  faith  and  humility  and  a  keen  sense 
of  humor.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Salt  Lake 
City  and  acquired  an  education  such  as  the 
time  and  opportunities  afforded.  His  first 
school  was  a  private  one  sponsored  by  his 
father -the  first  school  west  of  the  Missouri 
River. 

As  a  young  man  J.  Golden  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  ranching  and  underwent  the 
hardships  incident  to  the  pioneer  life  he 


lived.  In  1883  he  was 
called  on  a  mission  to 
the  Southern  States  where 
he  served  for  two  years. 
In  1891  he  was  called  to 
preside  over  the  Southern 
States  Mission  and  while 
so  serving,  in  1893,  he 
was  called  to  a  place  in 
the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy.  In  that  Council 
he  served  faithfully  to 
the  end  of  life.  Since 
October,  1933,  he  has 
stood  at  the  head  of  the 
Council.  Of  his  long  and 
useful  life  of  85  years,  45 
years  were  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  Lord 
as  one  of  the  general  au¬ 
thorities  of  the  Church. 

President  Kimball's  genial  personality, 
genuine  humility  and  ever  ready  humor 
found  for  him  welcome  place  in  the  hearts 
and  homes  of  his  legion  of  friends.  Through 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  life  he  has  been  pos¬ 
sessed  of  an  enduring  and  undeniabel  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel. 

Here  is  an  excerpt  from  his  last  address  in 
the  great  Tabernacle  during  the  general  con¬ 
ference,  April  3,  1938: 

"I  love  God,  and  I  love  him  because  he  is  a  God 
of  love,  because  he  is  a  God  of  kindness,  a  God  of 
forgiveness,  for  he  has  provided  an  opportunity  that 
with  all  our  weaknesses  we  can  repent. 

"I  appreciate  more  than  I  can  express,  President 
Grant's  kindness  in  permitting  me  to  stand  in  lhis  pul¬ 
pit  and  declare  humbly  before  God  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  prophet  of  God,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that 
God  is  our  Father.  If  you  take  that  from  me  you  have 
taken  my  whole  life.” 
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CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  PRES.  ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  ol  ihe  Spanish 
American  Mission. 

(Given  at  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  6,  1938\ 

My  brethren  and  sisters:  I  am  happy 
with  you  in  this  conference  session  and  to 
receive  the  inspiration  that  has  come  to  us. 
I, am  thankful  above  all  else  for  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  this  Church,  for  the  knowledge 


President  Orlando  C.  Williams 


we  have  that  the  Priesthood  of  God — 
which  is  the  power  to  officiate  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  upon  the  earth — is 
directing  this  Church  work  and  all  the 
movements  of  it. 

I  bring  to  you  greetings  from  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Saints  in  the  Spanish  Amer¬ 
ican  Mission.  The  missionaries — your 
sons  and  daughters — are  well,  and  they  are 
happy  in  the  great  missionary  work  that 
they  are  performing.  I  was  made  glad 
with  the  words  of  Brother  Ballard,  where¬ 
in  he  said  that  the  day  of  the  other  branches 
of  the  House  of  Israel  was  about  to  dawn. 
We  feel  that  the  work  is  opening  up 
among  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Father 
Lehi  faster  than  we  can  take  care  of  it. 

There  seems  to  be  a  new  spirit  among 
the  people,  and  the  missionaries  catch  the 
spirit  of  it  also,  and  we  are  laboring  dil¬ 
igently,  day  after  day,  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  them  to  their  understanding,  and  to 
bring  to  those  who  are  already  members 
of  the  Church  a  deeper  knowledge  of  its 
principles  and  a  keener  appreciation  of  the 
heritage  that  is  theirs.  We  pray  continu¬ 
ally  that  the  Lord  will  hasten  the  day  of 
their  redemption,  when  they  will  be 


brought  into  full,  knowledge  and  light  of 
the  Gospel,  and  that  they  may  feel  a  closer 
contact  with  the  body  of  the  Church. 

We  of  the  Spanish  American  Mission, 
like  others  who  are  laboring  among  those 
who  speak  Spanish,  have  a  love  that  is  deep 
for  those  people,  and  we  feel  that  regard¬ 
less  of  the  color  of  their  skin  they  are  of 
the  house  of  Israel,  beloved  of,  our  Father 
in  heaven,  and  are  one  with  us. 

,  I  have  been  moved  many  times  by  the 
testimonies  that  I  have  heard  as  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Gospel,  but  few  have 
moved  me  more  deeply  than  one  recently 
on  a  conference  tour  of  Texas,  when  in  a 
little  town  down  on  the  Rio  Grande  we 
were  holding  conference  and  I  called  on 
one  good  brother  to  speak  who  had  come 
across  the  line  from  his  home  in  Old  Mex¬ 
ico.  As  he  stood  before  me  bearing  his 
testimony  that  he  knew  that  God  lived, 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the  living  God, 
I  was  moved  deeply  by  his  words  and  the 
spirit  of  them.  I  saw  that  good  brother 
not  as  he  stood  before  me,  bent  by  age  and 
the  privations  he  had  endured  throughout 
his  life  in  a  struggle  for  existence,  not  with 
a  dark  skin,  but  as  one  of  the  sons  of 
God,  measured  by  the  intent  of  his  heart, 
by  his  humility,  and  as  he  will  appear  in 
the  day  when  they  will  be  a  white  and 
delightsome  people. 

I  am  thankful  to  my  Heavenly  Father 
for  the  opportunity  that  is  mine  to  labor 
with  that  humble,  good  people,  because 
they  are  indeed  choice,  and  you  need  not 
be  concerned  because  your  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  are  called  to  labor  among  them.  They 
are  loved  by  that  people,  they  are  well  re¬ 
ceived,  and  they  have  within  their  hearts 
a  love  that  is  deep  for  the  people  who  are 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  Father  Lehi. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  more  of  your 
time,  but  to  leave  with  you  my  testimony 
that  I  know  that  we  are  engaged  in  the 
Lord's  work,  and  that  we  are  being  led  by 
inspiration  and  revelation  through  the 
leadership  that  is  ours  in  this  Church,  and 
if  I  would  leave  any  admonition  it  would 
be  that  we  as  a  people  strive  to  grow  more 
humble  day  by  day,  and  that  we  follow 
more  closely  the  leadership  of  the  Church. 
I  leave  this  with  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


An  ounce  of  mother  is  worth  a  pound 
of  clergy. — Old  Spanish  Proverb. 


September  13,  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


147 


THE  MISSION  OF  MORONI  AND  THE 
COMING  FORTH  OF  THE  BOOK 
OF  MORMON 

By  PRESIDENT  EUGENE  J.  NEFF,  of  Cumorah  Bureau 
of  Information. 

In  replying  to  a  request  to'  write  on 
the  above  subject,  I  do  so  with  a  full 
realization  that  it  has  oft  been  treated 
extensively  and  well  by  famed  and  noted 
writers  of  the  Church.  The  story  as  told 


President  Eugene  J.  Neff 


by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  himself  can¬ 
not  be  improved  upon.  It  has  been  told 
in  the  most  beautiful  and  graphic  way  and 
is  an  inspiration  to  all  who  read  it,  ‘‘to 
the  convincing  of  the  Jew  and  Gentile  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God,  mani¬ 
festing  himself  unto  all  nations/' 

I  therefore  treat  this  subject  from  the 
same  standpoint  that  we  present  it  each 
day  to  the  many  visitors  at  the  Hill 
Cumorah. 

For  words,  like  nature,  half  reveal 

And  half  conceal  the  soul  within. —  Tennyson. 

Atop  the  Hill  Cumorah  there  has  been 
erected  a  monument.  It  is  a  testimony 
in  enduring  bronze  and  granite  of  the  ac¬ 
cepted  belief  of  approximately  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  a  million  people  constituting  the 
membership  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  commonly  known 
as  “Mormons,"  that  God,  our  Heavenly 
Father,  communicates  with  His  children 
in  these  latter  days,  as  He  did  formerly — 
by  His  spirit,  by  His  voice,  by  vision,  and 
through  messengers  sent  from  Him. 

This  bronze  figure  represents  a  mes¬ 


senger  sent  of  God — the  Angel  Moroni, 
a  character  spoken  of  in  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon,  who  was  once  a  mortal  man  upon 
this  American  continent — a  mighty  proph¬ 
et  and  historian  among  the  people  of  God 
who  lived  here.  He  kept  the  record  as 
the  last  living  prophet  of  this  people  and 
died  421  A.  D.  Before  his  death,  as 
custodian  of  the  metal  plates  on  which 
the  record  was  engraven,  he  was  instructed 
to  bury  them,  to  come  forth  in  the  due 
time  of  the  Lord. 

On  the  night  of  September  21,  1823, 
this  once  mortal  man,  now  an  immortal 
being  raised  from  the  dead,  still  carrying 
the  responsibilitly  of  caring  for  these  sa¬ 
cred  records,  appeared  to  a  humble  young 
man,  Joseph  Smith,  in  answer  to  fervent 
prayer  and  revealed  to  him  the  place  where 
the  records  were  buried,  which  was  upon 
the  hill  where  this  monument  stands. 
There  they  had  lain  for  over  1,400  years 
in  a  spot  known  only  to  God  and  His 
servant,  their  custodian,  Moroni. 

The  concise  statement  made  by  Joseph 
Smith  concerning  this  vision  is  accepted 
by  all  Latter-day  Saints  as  true  in  every 
particular  and  is  recommended  for  the  care¬ 
ful  and  prayerful  consideration  of  all  who 
may  inquire — “Why  this  monument?" 

It  signifies  three  very  important  events: 
1.  A  literal  resurrection:  2.  A  restoration 
of  the  Gospel:  and  3.  The  coming  forth 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

A  Literal  Resurrection 

Moroni,  keeper  of  the  ancient  record, 
prophet  and  historian  of  a  forgotten  na¬ 
tion,  and  messenger  from  God  to  a  modern 
prophet,  seeing  his  people  being  overcome 
in  war,  deposited  the  golden  plates  in  the 
earth  for  safe  keeping.  Then  as  a  resur¬ 
rected  being,  with  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bones,  imbued  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  he 
appeared  to  the  Prophet  Joseph.  It  was 
not  a  new  thing  for  angels  to  visit  mortal 
man,  for  on  numerous  occasions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  scripture,  such  things  have  hap¬ 
pened.  It  is  not  surprising  that  such  a 
being  should  move  about  and  should  have 
eyes  to  see,  ears  to  hear,  and  a  mouth  to 
speak,  for  such  was  the  resurrected  Christ, 
as  He  appeared  unto  His  disciples  after  His 
resurrection.  They  thought  He  was  a  spirit, 
but  He  told  them  to  touch  and  feel,  for  a 
spirit  has  not  flesh  and  bones  as  they  saw 
Him  have.  (Luke  24:39.)  In  this  form, 
Moroni  appeared  to  the  Prophet  Joseph. 
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A  Restoration 

And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven, 
having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people,  Saying  with  a  loud  voice, 
Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him;  for  the  hour  of  his 
judgment  is  come:  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven, 
and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters. 
-Rev.  14:6,  7. 

So  wrote  John,  the  beloved  Apostle, 
oh  the  Isle  of  Patmos  as  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  rested  upon  him  and  he  beheld 
in  vision  the  latter  day  of  the  world’s 
history.  An  angel  was  to  come  and  re¬ 
store  the  everlasting  Gospel.  That  this 
prophecy  has  been  fulfilled,  and  that  holy 
angels  have  appeared  to  men  in  modern 
times,  restoring  to  the  earth  the  true  Gos¬ 
pel  of  the  Redeemer,  is  the  declaration 
made  by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

Many  people  suppose  Mormonism  to  be 
a  new  religion,  concocted  in  the  minds  of 
conspiring  men.  Such  is  not  the  case. 
It  is  a  restoration  of  Christ’s  Gospel,  which 
was  taken  from  the  earth  because  of  per¬ 
secution  and  apostasy  and  has  been  re¬ 
stored  to  earth  in  these  last  days  by  an 
angel  of  the  Lord. 

That  there  was  an  apostasy  from  the 
former  Church  is  amply  proved  by  both 
profane  and  ecclesiastical  history.  The 
Lord  does  not  have  several  gospels,  but 
has  one  definite,  outlined  plan,  obedience 
to  which  has  saved  people  in  ages  past  and 
will  save  all  others  who  will  list  to  obey. 
Christ's  admonition  was  to  "Follow  Me. 
.  .  .  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,” 
and  the  way  is  marked  and  designated  in 
the  guide-books  of  the  road  to  Eternal 
Life,  the  Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

It  is  not  the  first  and  only  time  the 
Gospel  has  been  taken  from  the  earth  and 
restored.  The  fulness  of  the  Gospel  was 
taken  from  the  people  in  the  days  of  Moses, 
and  the  lesser  law,  or  law  of  carnal  com¬ 
mandments,  was  given  in  its  stead.  This 
was  a  law  unto  Israel  until  the  time  of 
Christ,  when  He  restored,  in  person,  the 
fulness  of  the  Gospel,  organized  His 
Church,  and  bestowed  the  keys  of  power 
upon  His  disciples,  and  as  we  trace  the 
history  of  this  Church,  strife,  dissension, 
and  persecution  relentlessly  bear  down 
upon  it.  The  Christ  was  crucified  and  all 
of  His  Apostles  put  to  death,  except  John, 
who  was  banished  to  the  Isle  of  Patmos, 
where  he  had  a  vision  of  these  days  in 
which  we  live,  as  referred  to  above.  A 


spirit  of  apostasy  and  persecution  raged 
against  the  Church,  and  many  of  the  Saints 
were  put  to  death  by  being  thrown  in  the 
arenas  and  torn  to  pieces  by  wild  beasts. 
Their  bodies  were  covered  with  pitch  and 
tar  and  set  afire  to  illuminate  Nero’s  court. 
Paul  himself  had  an  order  to  take  anyone 
bound  who  believed  in  Christ  Jesus  to  be 
tried  before  the  high  priest. 

From  this  condition,  we  go  into  the 
dark  ages,  when  men  knew  not  God  nor 
His  laws.  This  darkness  continued  from 
the  third  to  the  fourteenth  century,  or 
time  of  renaissance,  when  there  came  forth 
men  such  as  Zwingle,  Calvin,  Luther, 
Knox,  and  Wesley  whose  only  thought  at 
first  was  to  reform  the  church  and  con¬ 
ditions  that  then  existed,  but  being  unable 
to  do  this,  they  protested  and  organized 
churches  of  their  own. 

Thus  we  have  at  least  three  separate 
and  distinct  divisions  among  those  who 
claim  to  be  followers  of  Christ:  Those 
who  believe  in  a  continuation  or  perpetua¬ 
tion  of  the  church:  those  who  believe  in 
a  reformation:  and  those  who  believe  in 
a  restoration.  In  this  last  classification 
we  stand  alone  and  claim  that  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  was  restored  through  the 
Angel  Moroni  and  other  heavenly  mes¬ 
sengers  to  a  prophet  in  these  last  days, 
never  to  be  taken  from  earth  again,  but 
to  fulfill  all  things  spoken  of  by  the  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began. 

The  Book  of  Mormon 

Before  His  crucifixion,  the  Savior,  speak¬ 
ing  to  His  apostles,  said: 

Other  sheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this  fold:  them 
also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice;  and 
there  shall  be  one  fold;  and  one  shepherd. 

After  His  resurrection  and  before  His 
ascension,  He  appeared  to  the  people  here 
in  America,  organized  His  Church,  chose 
and  ordained  twelve  disciples,  and  gave 
forth  the  same  plan  of  redemption  which 
He  had  given  the  people  in  Palestine,  say¬ 
ing  that  they  were  the  other  sheep  of  whom 
He  had  spoken.  Who  then,  were  these 
people? 

In  reading  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Gen¬ 
esis  we  are  told  of  three  great  events  that 
happened  in  Mesopotamia  in  about  2200 
B.  C.:  1.  The  building  of  a  tower  whose 

top  was  to  reach  unto  heaven.  2.  The 
confusion  of  tongues  so  that  the  people 
did  not  understand  one  another’s  speech. 
3.  The  scattering  of  the  people  abroad  up¬ 
on  all  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  phrase, 
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“all  the  earth, ”  necessarily  includes  the 
continents  of  America,  and  the  scripture 
could  not  have  been  fulfilled  had  not  these 
people  come  here. 

We  claim  they  did  come  here,  and  that 
Jared  and  his  brethren  prayed  to  the  Lord 
that  their  tongue  be  not  confused.  Their 
existence  here  can  be  and  is  being  proved 
by  archeological  discoveries.  These  peo¬ 
ple  also  kept  a  record  of  their  travels  and 
their  religion  engraved  upon  metal  plates. 

Again,  Jacob  in  blessing  his  son  Joseph 
promised  him  an  inheritance  that  was  to 
reach  across  the  waters  to  the  utmost 
bounds  of  the  everlasting  hills  (Gen. 
49:26).  thus  of  necessity  including  the 
land  of  America,  the  promised  land  of 
Joseph.  Six  hundred  years  B.  C.  proph¬ 
ets  appeared  to  the  people  of  Jerusalem 
and  warned  them  that  unless  they  repent¬ 
ed,  Jerusalem  would  be'  destroyd  and  the 
people  again  would  be  scattered.  Was  this 
prophecy  fulfilled?  Let  the  people  who 
lived  then  in  Jerusalem  answer. 

The  Prophet  Lehi,  a  descendant  of 
Joseph,  was  a  righteous,  believing  man  of 
that  city,  and  in  order  that  he  escape  the 
impending  disaster,  was  led  away  by  the 
hand  of  God.  On  the  shores  of  the 
Arabian  Sea  his  followers  built  boats  and 
sailed  to  America,  bringing  with  them  a 
record  written  on  brass  plates,  that  part 
of  the  Bible  as  we  have  it  from  the  time 
of  the  creation  down  to  the  reign  of  King 
Zedekiah.  who  was  then  ruler  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  After  the  departure  of  these  God¬ 
fearing  people,  their  city  was  completely 
destroved  at  the  invasion  of  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  Babylonian  army.  Lehi’s  col¬ 
ony  also  kept  a  record  of  their  travels 
from  the  time  they  left  Jerusalem  until 
they  were  exterminated  in  battle  by  the 
Indians  at  Hill  Cumorah,  their  record  cov¬ 
ering  a  period  of  one  thousand  years. 
Eleven  years  after  this  exodus,  Zedekiah's 
son  Mulek,  a  descendant  of  Judah,  led  a 
colony  here  to  America,  but  they  kept  no 
record  and  were  afterward  united  with  the 
other  colonies. 

A  contemporary  history  of  these  people 
was  engraved  on  metal  plates  by  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  faithful  and  learned  scribes.  Among 
these  historians  was  Mormon,  a  Nephite 
general,  who  edited  and  abridged  the  ac¬ 
cumulated  records  of  centuries,  and  turned 
the  abridgement,  written  on  golden  plates, 
over  to  his  son,  Moroni,  the  last  prophet 
of  his  race.  Witnessing  the  dreadful 


destruction  of  the  Nephite  nation,  Moroni 
took  the  abridged  history,  wrote  an  epi¬ 
logue  to  it,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Hill 
Cumorah.  There  it  lay  for  fourteen 
hundred  years,  until  it  was  revealed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  by 
Moroni,  now  a  resurrected  being  of  flesh 
and  bone.  The  translation  of  this  record, 
called  the  Book  of  Mormon,  after  the 
name  of  its  principal  editor,  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  many  thousands  throughout  the 
world  as  a  scripture  of  America. 

These  records  contain  an  account  of  the 
religion,  political  life  and  social  life  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  North  and  South 
America,  covering  the  period  of  time  from 
2200  B.  C.  to  421  A.  D.  This  record  was 
the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the  people  of 
this  continent,  as  the  Bible  was  the  word 
of  the  Lord  to  the  people  of  the  Old 
World.  It  is  not,  as  many  people  errone¬ 
ously  believe,  the  Bible  of  the  Mormon 
people  and  in  no  way  supplants  the  He¬ 
brew  scripture;  it  merely  supplements  it. 
It  is  America’s  Witness  for  Christ  and  is 
the  stick  of  Ephraim  spoken  of  in  Eze¬ 
kiel  37. 

Thus  the  aim  of  Mormonism  is  to: 
1 .  Prove  to  the  world  that  there  were 
people  in  America  before  Columbus;  2. 
That  they  kept  a  record;  3.  Their  record 
was  kept  on  metal  plates  that  would  en¬ 
dure  the  ravages  of  time;  4.  It  was  buried 
in  mother  earth  for  safe  keeping;  and  5. 
Its  location  was  revealed  by  an  angel  of 
the  Lord,  the  same  personage  who  had 
buried  it  while  he  lived  in  mortality. 

To  commemorate  these  events  a  monu¬ 
ment  has  been  erected  to  the  Angel  Moroni, 
keeper  of  the  ancint  record,  prophet  and 
historian  of  a  forgotten  nation,  and  mes¬ 
senger  of  God  to  a  modern  prophet.  To 
this  modern  mecca  come  tourists  from  all 
over  the  world,  many  of  whom  hear  for 
the  first  time  the  story  of  the  resurrected 
Moroni's  divine  mission,  the  restoration 
of  the  Gospel,  and  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 


The  idea  that  human  happiness  is  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  cultivation  of  the  mind 
and  on  the  discovery  of  truth  is,  next  to 
the  conviction  of  our  immortality,  the 
idea  most  full  of  consolation  to  man,  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  mind  has  no  limit, 
and  the  truth  is  the  only  thing  that  is 
eternal. — Beaconsvield. 
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DAVID  WHITMER’S  TESTIMONY 

(An  interview  by  Elder  James  H.  Moyle,  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Customs,  "the  only  living  Latter-day 
Saint  who  has  interviewed  David  Whitmer  concerning 
his  testimony  of  the  Book  of  Mormon."  —  "Millennial 
Star.") 

I  was  always  deeply  interested  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  had  been  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Southern  States  before  I  en¬ 
tered  the  University  of  Michigan.  During 
my  three  years'  residence  at  the  University 
I  learned  that  David  Whitmer  was  still  liv¬ 
ing  and  in  good  health.  I  concluded  to 
visit  him  on  the  way  home  to  Salt  Lake 
City.  I  graduated  the  latter  part  of  June, 
1885,  and  arrived  in  Richmond,  Missouri, 
early  in  July. 

Richmond  is  a  small,  rural  town.  I 
talked  with  the  hack  driver  (that  is  what 
they  called  them)  who  took  me  to  the  ho¬ 
tel,  and  learned  from  him  that  David 
Whitmer  was  a  highly  respected  citizen  of 
the  city.  I  likewise  questioned  the  clerk 
of  the  hotel,  with  the  same  results.  I 
made  such  inquiry  as  I  could  concerning 
him  during  my  visit  of  part  of  a  day. 

I  found  David  Whitmer  seated  under  a 
fruit  tree  in  front  of  his  home,  which  was 
located  near  the  street  and  surrounded  by 
an  orchard.  I  understood  that  he  had 
been  bothered  a  good  deal  with  curiosity 
seekers,  and  to  make  him  feel  more  at  home 
with  me,  I  presented  him  with  an  appro¬ 
priate  book.  I  said  that  I  had  just  grad¬ 
uated  as  a  law  student  and  was  on  my  way 
home,  and  was  extremely  anxious  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  him  whatever  he  would  be  good 
enough  to  tell  me  about  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  the  plates  from  which  it  was 
translated  and  his  testimony  concerning 
the  same  which  he  had  given  to  the  world. 

I  entered  in  a  little  diary  which  I  kept 
the  mere  fact  that  I  had  visited  David 
Whitmer  and  that  he  had  verified  all  that 
had  been  published  to  the  world  concern¬ 
ing  the  Book  of  Mormon  by  him  in  his 
testimony,  and  that  was  about  all.  In 
making  that  visit  I  had  no  thought  of 
anything  but  my  personal  knowledge  and 
did  not  contemplate  publishing  anything 
concerning  it — it  was  purely  an  individual 
matter  with  me  at  the  time.  I  told  my 
friends  about  it  and  spoke  of  it  in  the 
ward,  but  at  that  time  it  seemed  to  be 
common  knowledge.  David  Whitmer 
died  about  three  years  after  I  saw  him. 
My  memory  of  the  main  facts  is  perfectly 
de&tii'  I  have  alivays  enjoyed  good  health, 
never  better  than  at  the  present. 


David  Whitmer  was  a  man  above  me¬ 
dium  height,  slender  rather  than  stout 
and  was  in  his  shirt-sleeves.  His  hair  was 
white,  as  was  his  long,  patriarchal  beard. 
As  I  remember,  he  was  a  man  of  fairly  in¬ 
tellectual  appearance,  for  the  plain  citizen 
that  he  was,  and  of  good  countenance.  I 
am  quite  sure  he  was  a  serious-minded 
man. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  been  born  in  the 
Church,  my  mother  also;  that  my  father 
had  joined  the  Church  when  he  was  a  boy 
in  his  teens;  that  I  had  grown  up  believing 
implicitly  in  the  Book  of  Mormon;  that 
I  was  about  to  commence  life’s  activities 
as  he  was  getting  ready  to  lay  them  down, 
and  pleaded  with  him  to  tell  me  the  truth 
— not  to  permit  me  to  go  through  life 
believing  in  a  falsehood — that  meant  so 
much  to  me.  I  told  him  that  he  knew  the 
facts  and  urged  him  to  tell  me  just  what 
had  happened  in  connection  with  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  I 
seemed  to  gain  his  confidence  and  felt 
free  to  ask  him  questions,  and  in  fact  did 
everything  that  I  could  think  of  that 
would  bring  out  the  facts,  particularly  all 
of  the  circumstances  and  details  of  his 
seeing  the  Angel,  seeing  and  handling  the 
plates  and  where  the  interview  with  the 
Angel  Moroni  took  place  and  the  condi¬ 
tions  and  circumstances  surrounding  the 
same. 

He  said  that  they  (Joseph  Smith,  Oliver 
Cowdery,  David  Whitmer  and  Martin 
Harris)  were  out  in  the  primitive  woods 
in  Western  New  York;  that  there  was 
nothing  between  them  and  the  Angel  ex¬ 
cept  a  log  that  had  fallen  in  the  forest; 
that  it  was  in  the  broad  daylight  with 
nothing  to  prevent  either  hearing  or  seeing 
all  that  took  place.  He  then  repeated  to 
me  that  he  did  see  and  handle  the  plates; 
that  he  did  see  and  hear  the  Angel  and 
heard  the  declaration  that  the  plates  had 
been  correctly  translated;  that  there  was 
absolutely  nothing  to  prevent  his  having  a 
full,  clear  view  of  it  all.  I  remember 
very  distinctly  asking  him  if  there  was 
anything  unnatural  or  unusual  about  the 
surroundings  or  the  atmosphere.  He  an¬ 
swered  that  question.  I  do  not  remember 
exactly  the  words  he  used,  but  he  indicated 
that  there  was  something  of  a  haze  or 
peculiarity  about  the  atmosphere  that  sur¬ 
rounded  them  but  nothing  that  would  pre¬ 
vent  his  having  a  clear  vision  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  all  that  took  place.  He  declared 
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to  me  that  the  testimony  which  he  had 
published  to  the  world  was  true  and  that 
he  had  never  denied  any  part  of  it. 

I  asked  him  why  he  had  left  the  Church. 
He  replied  that  he  had  never  left  the 
Church,  that  he  had  continued  with  the 
branch  of  the  Church  that  was  originally 
organized  in  Richmond  and  still  presided 
over  it.  In  answer  to  my  questions,  he 
said,  in  an  unqualified,  emphatic  way, 
that  Joseph  Smtih  was  a  Prophet  of  God, 
but  had  become  a  fallen  prophet  through 
the  influence  which  Sidney  Rigdon  exer¬ 
cised  over  him;  that  he  accepted  every: 
thing  that  was  revealed  to  the  Prophet 
down  to  the  year  1835,  but  rejected  every¬ 
thing  thereafter  because  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  came  from  the  Lord  or  from 
Sidney  Rigdon.  He  manifestly  had  be¬ 
come  embittered  against  Sidney  Rigdon, 
due  to  his  promotion  to  second  place  in 
the  Church  over  men  like  himself  who  had 
been  with  the  Prophet  from  the  beginning 
and  who  had  done  so  much  for  the  Church. 
I  then  concluded,  as  I  now  believe,  that 
jealousy  and  disappointment  had  soured 
his  soul,  but  nothing  could  obliterate  his 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon. 

I  asked  him  about  the  manuscript  from 
which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  pub¬ 
lished.  He  said  that  he  had  the  original 
of  the  three  copies  that  were  made  before 
the  Book  of  Mormon  was  printed.  I  asked 
him  if  he  would  sell  the  manuscript.  He 
said  no.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  wouldn't 
sell  it  at  any  price.  He  said  no,  that  he 
would  not  part  with  it.  He  also  said, 
pointing  to  his  home,  that  when  a  cyclone 
struck  Richmond  a  few  years  before  ev¬ 
ery  room  in  his  house  was  destroyed  ex¬ 
cept  the  one  in  which  that  manuscript  was 
kept.  He  seemed  to  regard  the  manuscript 
sacredly.  As  he  appeared  to  be  a  poor 
man,  at  least  in  very  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  fact 
that  he  would  not  even  talk  about  sell¬ 
ing  it  and  with  the  fact  that  he  seemed 
to  regard  the  care  of  the  manuscript  as 
being  something  of  a  sacred  trust.  Neither 
did  he  seek  a  reconciliation  with  the 
Church,  although  that  would  have  in¬ 
evitably  increased  his  worldly  comfort,  and 
made  him  a  highly  honored  personage 
among  Latter-day  Saints. 

President  Joseph.  F.  Smith  had  pre¬ 
viously  interviewed  him  and  had  seen  the 
manuscript.  He  said  to  me  that  it  was 


not  the  original  but  one  of  the  other  two 
copies. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Mention  is  here  made  oi  three  manu¬ 
script  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We  know  of 
only  two  such,  the  original  and  the  printer's  copy. 


LET  GOD  PULL  OUT  THE  SPLINTER 

One  day  as  I  walked  through  a  Philar 
delphia  park,  a  pigeon  came  flying  towards 
me  and  lit  in  the  green  grass  near  by. 
When  its  feet  touched  the  ground  it  flut¬ 
tered  about  as  if  in  great  pain.  Finally 
it  steadied  itself  on  one  foot  and  was  at 
comparative  ease. 

I  stood  watching  the  unfortunate  bird 
and  noted  that  whenever  the  right  foot 
came  in  contact  with  the  grass  or  earth, 
there  was  convulsive  fluttering  about  and 
I  could  almost  hear  a  cry  of  pain.  Then 
the  single  footed  equilibrium  would  bo 
attained  and  the  bird  would  either  caress 
or  peck  at  the  affected  foot.  Neither  the 
leg  nor  the  foot  seemed  to  be  broken,  but 
I  could  see  a  splinter  sticking  through  the 
foot  between  the  claws. 

How  I  wanted  to  help  that  poor  pigeon! 
The  suffering  of  the  helpless  unfortunate 
was  a  pain  to  me,  and  it  would  have  given 
me  real  joy  to  remove  the  splinter  and,  if 
necessary,  bind  up  the  wound.  But  the 
bird  would  not  trust  me.  Time  and  again 
as  I  reached  out  to  help,  it  flew  away. 

I  watched  for  sometime,  and  as  I 
watched  I  wondered.  How  many  of  us 
are  pigeons  with  a  splinter  in  the  foot? 
Is  there  not  some  great,  good  Being  stand¬ 
ing  near  by,  eager  and  yearning  to  help? 
But  for  lack  of  thist  we  fly  away  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  suffer. — Larze  Relram. 


BEAUTY 

There  is  beauty  everywhere 
To  the  seeing  eye; 

Rainbow  hues  in  every  tear, 
Music  in  a  sigh. 

There  is  beauty  in  the  wind 
When  it's  blowing  wild; 

There  is  beauty  in  the  mind 
Of  a  little  child. 

Beauty  lives  in  everything 
On  the  earth  below; 

Beauty  reigns  above  as  king 
Let  every  mortal  know. 

- — Aubrey  J.  Parker. 
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to  me  that  the  testimony  which  he  had 
published  to  the  world  was  true  and  that 
he  had  never  denied  any  part  of  it. 

I  asked  him  why  he  had  left  the  Church. 
He  replied  that  he  had  never  left  the 
Church,  that  he  had  continued  with  the 
branch  of  the  Church  that  was  originally 
organized  in  Richmond  and  still  presided 
over  it.  In  answer  to  my  questions,  he 
said,  in  an  unqualified,  emphatic  way, 
that  Joseph  Smtih  was  a  Prophet  of  God. 
but  had  become  a  fallen  prophet  through 
the  influence  which  Sidney  Rigdon  exer¬ 
cised  over  him;  that  he  accepted  every1 
thing  that  was  revealed  to  the  Prophet 
down  to  the  year  1835,  but  rejected  every¬ 
thing  thereafter  because  he  did  not  know 
whether  it  came  from  the  Lord  or  from 
Sidney  Rigdon.  He  manifestly  had  be¬ 
come  embittered  against  Sidney  Rigdon, 
due  to  his  promotion  to  second  place  in 
the  Church  over  men  like  himself  who  had 
been  with  the  Prophet  from  the  beginning 
and  who  had  done  so  much  for  the  Church. 
I  then  concluded,  as  I  now  believe,  that 
jealousy  and  disappointment  had  soured 
his  soul,  but  nothing  could  obliterate  his 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon. 

I  asked  him  about  the  manuscript  from 
which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  pub¬ 
lished.  He  said  that  he  had  the  original 
of  the  three  copies  that  were  made  before 
the  Book  of  Mormon  was  printed.  I  asked 
him  if  he  would  sell  the  manuscript.  He 
said  no.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  wouldn't 
sell  it  at  any  price.  He  said  no,  that  he 
would  not  part  with  it.  He  also  said, 
pointing  to  his  home,  that  when  a  cyclone 
struck  Richmond  a  few  years  before  ev¬ 
ery  room  in  his  house  was  destroyed  ex¬ 
cept  the  one  in  which  that  manuscript  was 
kept.  He  seemed  to  regard  the  manuscript 
sacredly.  As  he  appeared  to  be  a  poor 
man,  at  least  in  very  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  I  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  fact 
that  he  would  not  even  talk  about  sell¬ 
ing  it  and  with  the  fact  that  he  seemed 
to  regard  the  care  of  the  manuscript  as 
being  something  of  a  sacred  trust.  Neither 
did  he  seek  a  reconciliation  with  the 
Church,  although  that  would  have  in¬ 
evitably  increased  his  worldly  comfort,  and 
made  him  a  highly  honored  personage 
among  Latter-day  Saints. 

President  Joseph  F.  Smith  had  pre¬ 
viously  interviewed  him  and  had  seen  the 
manuscript.  He  said  to  me  that  it  was 


not  the  original  but  one  of  the  other  two 
copies. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Mention  is  here  made  of  three  manu¬ 
script  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormoru  We  know  of 
only  iwo  such,  the  original  and  the  printer's  copy. 


LET  GOD  PULL  OUT  THE  SPLINTER 

One  day  as  I  walked  through  a  Phila¬ 
delphia  park,  a  pigeon  came  flying  towards 
me  and  lit  in  the  green  grass  near. by. 
When  its  feet  touched  the  ground  it  flut¬ 
tered  about  as  if  in  great  pain.  Finally 
it  steadied  itself  on  one  foot  and  was  at 
comparative  ease. 

I  stood  watching  the  unfortunate  bird 
and  noted  that  whenever  the  right  foot 
came  in  contact  with  the  grass  or  earth, 
there  was  convulsive  fluttering  about  and 
I  could  almost  hear  a  cry  of  pain.  Then 
the  single  footed  equilibrium  would  be 
attained  and  the  bird  would  either  caress 
or  peck  at  the  affected  foot.  Neither  the 
leg  nor  the  foot  seemed  to  be  broken,  but 
I  could  see  a  splinter  sticking  through  the 
foot  between  the  claws. 

How  I  wanted  to  help  that  poor  pigeon! 
The  suffering  of  the  helpless  unfortunate 
was  a  pain  to  me,  and  it  would  have  given 
me  real  joy  to  remove  the  splinter  and,  if 
necessary,  bind  up  the  wound.  But  the 
bird  would  not  trust  me.  Time  and  again 
as  I  reached  out  to  help,  it  flew  away. 

I  watched  for  spmetime,  and  as  I 
watched  I  wondered.  How  many  of  us 
are  pigeons  with  a  splinter  in  the  foot? 
Is  there  not  some  great,  good  Being  stand¬ 
ing  near  by,  eager  and  yearning  to  help? 
But  for  lack  of  t fust  we  fly  away  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  suffer. — Larze  Relram. 


BEAUTY 

There  is  beauty  everywhere 
To  the  seeing  eye; 

Rainbow  hues  in  every  tear, 
Music  in  a  sigh. 

There  is  beauty  in  the  wind 
When  it’s  blowing  wild; 

There  is  beauty  in  the  mind 
Of  a  little  child. 

Beauty  lives  in  everything 
On  the  earth  below; 

Beauty  reigns  above  as  king 
Let  every  mortal  know. 

Aubrey  J.  Parker. 
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"AMERICA'S  STRANGEST  BOOK" 

(Pari  of  Introduction  to  "Source  Material  Concerning  the 
Origin  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,"  by  Francis  W.  Kirkham.) 

On  March  26,  1830,  a  very  strange 
book  was  announced  for  sale  in  Palmyra, 
a  small  town  of  western  New  York  State. 
The  person  who  signed  himself  author 
and  proprietor  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  copyright  law  declared  in  the  preface 
that  the  record  on  the  ancient  gold  plates 
from  which  the  book  had  been  translated 
had  been  ‘‘preserved  and  hidden  up  unto 
the  Lord,”  to  come  forth  by  divine  power 
“to  convince  the  Jew  and  Gentile  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God.” 

Thus  no  living  person  at  the  time  of 
its  publication  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  writing  of  its  contents,  except  that 
Joseph  Smith,  the  translator,  dictated  its 
pages  to  another  as  Joseph  looked  through 
interpreters  upon  strange  and  unknown 
characters  on  gold  plates,  entrusted  to  him 
by  a  person  who  had  lived  1400  years 
before  on  the  American  continent. 

The  local  paper,  commenting  on  the 
appearance  of  this  strange  book,  called  it 
“the  greatest  piece  of  superstition  that  has 
yet  come  to  our  attention,”  and  declared, 
“the  whole  matter  will  be  treated  with 
contempt.” 

Yet  today  this  religious  book  is  printed 
in  seventeen  languages  and  sells  50,000 
copies  a  year.  It  is  accepted  by  a  rapidly 
growing  church  with  a  membership  of 
three-fourths  of  a  million  people  as  a  di¬ 
vine  revelation  from  God  to  man,  and 
evidence  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  the  True  and  Living  God. 

In  the  words  of  Orson  Pratt,  an  early 
convert  who  had  an  opportunity  to  know 
all  the  facts  concerning  its  divine  origin: 

This  book  must  be  either  true  or  false.  If  true,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  important  messages  ever  sent  from  God 
to  man.  If  false,  it  is  one  of  the  most  cunning,  wicked, 
bold,  deep-laid  impositions  ever  palmed  upon  the  world, 
calculated  to  deceive  and  ruin  millions  who  will  receive 
it  as  the  word  of  God. 

The  printing  of  this  strange  book  con¬ 
tinued  over  more  than  a  half  year  on  a 
small  hand  press.  At  the  time  the  manu¬ 
script  was  given  to  the  printer,  the  person 
who  had  the  copyright  was  unknown  ex¬ 
cept  to  a  few  hundred  neighbors  and 
friends.  He  was  twenty-three  and  one- 
half  years  old,  with  ability  only  to  “read, 
write,  and  cipher,”  such  as  was  common 
to  those  who  attended  the  one-room  pi¬ 
oneer  rural  school  during  about  three  win¬ 


ter  months  and  for  a  few  years  of  their 
lives.  Except  that  he  came  from  Vermont 
to  Western  New  York  with  his  family 
when  ten  years  of  age,  he  had  traveled  no 
farther  north,  east,  or  west  than  30  miles, 
where  at  times  he  worked  at  “digging 
wells”  and  such  odd  farm  jobs  as  were 
available. 

About  100  miles  to  the  southeast  he  had 
“hired”  to  a  man  who  employed  a  few 
hands  at  $14.00  a  month  to  dig  for  “hid¬ 
den  Spanish”  gold.  This  short  adventure 
brought  the  opportunity  to  “board”  at 
the  home  of  a  prosperous  frontier  farmer 
whose  daughter  he  married  a  few  weeks 
after  his  twenty-second  birthday. 

It  was  here,  about  two  years  after  this 
event,  on  April  7,  1829,  in  a  small  home 
he  built  on  a  part  of  his  father-in-law’s 
farm  which  he  had  purchased,  that  he  be¬ 
gan  to  translate  and  dictate  to  a  friend 
the  contents  of  the  book. 

The  work  progressed  continuously  as 
“circumstances  permitted”  from  April  7 
until  about  July  1,  when  the  manuscript, 
consisting  of  522  printed  pages,  was  com¬ 
pleted.  No  revision  was  possible  for  the 
reason  that  the  translator  claimed  he  was 
dictating  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God. 
Thus  this  long  record  could  not  have  been 
corrected  for  errors  in  doctrine,  for  con¬ 
tinuity  of  events,  or  for  any  other  con¬ 
dition  that  would  help  make  the  book 
consistent  with  itself. 

Enlightened  and  strengthened  by  spiri¬ 
tual  power,  the  believers  in  the  divine 
message  of  this  book  withstood  ridicule 
and  bitter  opposition  for  nearly  a  century. 
They  were  exiles  in  their  own  country, 
forced  to  move  from  New  York  to  Ohio, 
then  to  Missouri,  then  to  Illinois,  and 
finally  to  the  great  arid  west,  where  they 
have  made  a  lasting  contribution  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  country. 

They  were  “misunderstood,  condemned, 
and  maligned.”  They  were  called  “shame¬ 
less  sinners,”  “ignorant  and  deluded,”  yet 
today  United  States  government  vital  sta¬ 
tistics  show  their  birth  rate  greater,  their 
death  rate  lower,  their  divorces  less,  their 
criminals  fewer  in  number  than  the  aver¬ 
age  for  the  country.  They  lead  in  educa¬ 
tion,  in  home  building  and  ownership, 
in  care  of  their  needy,  in  providing  activi¬ 
ties  for  members,  both  spiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  and  they  have  always  answered  with 
intense  patriotism  every  call  of  their 
country. 
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Since  the  World  War,  they  have  been 
better  understood  until  today  prejudice 
has  disappeared  and  some  observers  are 
beginning  to  see  within  their  organization 
that  vital  force  of  primitive  Christianity 
which  makes  for  better  lives  and  more  use¬ 
ful  citizenship,  a  power  destined  to  bring 
peace  and  happiness  to  a  sick  and  fright¬ 
ened  world. 


THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  AS  A  WITNESS 
FOR  THE  BIBLE 


“And  it  came  to  pass  that  I  beheld  the 
remnant  of  the  seed  of  my  brethren,  (The 
American  Indians)  and  also  the  Book  of 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  had  proceeded 
remnant  of  the  seed  of  my  brethren.  (The 
Bible)  that  it  came  forth  from  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  unto  the  remnant  of  the  seed  of  my 
brethren  (The  American  Indians).  And 
after  it  had  come  forth  unto  them  I  beheld 
other  books,  which  came  forth  by  the 
power  of  the  Lamb,  from  the  Gentiles 
unto  them,  (The  Book  of  Mormon,  and 
other  books  of  revelations  through  Joseph 
Smith),  unto  the  convincing  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  and  the  remnant  of  the  seed  of  my 
brethren,  and  also  the  Jews  who  were 
scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth, 
that  the  Records  of  the  Prophets  (The 
Old  Testament),  and  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  of  the  Lamb  (The  New  Testa¬ 
ment)  ,  are  true. 

“And  the  angel  spake  unto  me  saying: 
These  last  Records,  which  thou  hast  seen 
among  the  Gentiles,  shall  establish  the 
truth  of  the  first,  which  are  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  of  the  Lamb,  and  shall  make 
known  the  plain  and  precious  things  which 
have  been  taken  away  from  them,  and 
shall  make  known  to  all  kindreds,  tongues 
and  people,  that  the  Lamb  of  God  is  the 
Son  of  the  Eternal  Father,  and  the  Savior 
of  the  World;  and  that  all  men  must 
come  unto  Him,  or  they  cannot  be  saved/' 
—I  Nephi  13:38-40. 


Do  not  allow  the  wisdom,  the  riches  or 
the  education  of  the  world,  or  anything 
else,  to  blind  your  eyes  to  the  fact  that  this 
is  God’s  work,  and  that  the  mouthpiece  of 
God  is  on  the  earth :  when  he  speaks,  let  us 
be  ready  and  willing  with  our  time,  our 
talents,  and  all  that  has  been  given  us. 
to  labor  to  fulfill  what  God  desires. — Pres. 
Heber  J .  Grant . 


A  BOOK  OF  MORMON  TEST 

The  promised  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  the  truth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
is  the  most  remarkable  thing  about  the 
book.  If  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a 
moment  should  be  considered  as  untrue — 
a  created  fiction  of  Joseph  Smith’s  mind, 
then  he  has  unconsciously  provided  in  the 
Book  itself  a  means,  absolutely  infallible, 
for  detecting  the  fraud:  The  last  of  the 
Nephite  Prophets,  one  Moroni,  son  of 
Mormon,  when  closing  his  Father's  rec¬ 
ord,  furnished  this  text  to  which  reference 
is  here  made.  He  said,  addressing  himself 
to  possible  readers  of  his  record: — 

And  I  seal  up  these  records,  afler  I  have  spoken  a 
few  words  by  way  of  exhortation  unto  you.  Behold,  1 
would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall  read  these  things, 
if  it  be  wisdom  in  God  that  ye  should  read  them,  that 
ye  would  remember  how  merciful  the  Lord  hath  been 
unto  the  children  of  men,  from  the  creation  of  Adam 
even  down  until  the  time  that  ye  shall  receive  these 
things,  and  ponder  it  in  your  hearts.  And  when 
ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  exhort  you  that 
ye  would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall 
ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith 
in  Christ,  He  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost!  And  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things. 
-Moroni  10:2-5. 

Has  such  a  witness  of  the  truth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  been  given — the  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Hundreds,  of 
thousands  are  ready  to  answer  in  the  af¬ 
firmative:  “Scores  of  thousands  who  have 
died  in  the  faith  have  left  on  record  their 
testimony  that  the  prophecy  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  in  their  experience;  and  back  o.f  the 
testimony  of  these  thousands  is  their  life 
of  sacrifice,  toil,  sufferings,  together  with 
the  contumely  and  persecution  which  they 
have  endured  for  that  testimony.  Some 
of  the  witnesses  to  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prophecy  have  even  sealed  their  testimony 
with  their  blood.  Can  evidence  of  a  higher 
or  more  solemn  character  be  pointed  to  in 
attestation  of  any  truth?" 

This  promise  is  given  to  you,  O  Reader, 
no  less  than  to  these  who  have  already 
sought  by  this  means  the  Truth  and  found 
it.  The  Book  of  Mormon  proclaims  that 
JESUS  is  the  CHRIST,  the  ETERNAL 
GOD:  and  you,  Reader,  may  know  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  this  Witness 
to  the  Deity  of  the  Christ  is  true,  if  you 
will  seek  that  testimony  in  the  way  pre¬ 
scribed  above:  Ask  of  God  in  faith,  with 
real  intent,  with  a  sincere  heart,  and  the 
truth  of  it  shall  be  made  known  unto 
you. — Elder  B .  H.  Roberts. 
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have  been  taken  away  from  them,  and 
shall  make  known  to  all  kindreds,  tongues 
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Son  of  the  Eternal  Father,  and  the  Savior 
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come  unto  Him,  or  they  cannot  be  saved." 
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the  education  of  the  world,  or  anything 
else,  to  blind  your  eyes  to  the  fact  that  this 
is  God’s  work,  and  that  the  mouthpiece  of 
God  is  on  the  earth :  when  he  speaks,  let  us 
be  ready  and  willing  with  our  time,  our 
talents,  and  all  that  has  been  given  us. 
to  labor  to  fulfill  what  God  desires. — Pres. 
Heber  J.  Grant . 
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moment  should  be  considered  as  untrue — 
a  created  fiction  of  Joseph  Smith's  mind, 
then  he  has  unconsciously  provided  in  the 
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for  detecting  the  fraud:  The  last  of  the 
Nephite  Prophets,  one  Moroni,  son  of 
Mormon,  when  closing  his  Father's  rec¬ 
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would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall  read  these  things, 
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ye  would  remember  how  merciful  the  Lord  hath  been 
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even  down  until  the  lime  that  ye  shall  receive  these 
things,  and  ponder  it  in  your  hearts.  And  when 
ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  exhort  you  that 
ye  would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true;  and  if  ye  shall 
ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith 
in  Christ,  He  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  You»  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost!  And  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things. 
-Moroni  10:2-5. 

Has  such  a  witness  of  the  truth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  been  given — the  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Hundreds,  of 
thousands  are  ready  to  answer  in  the  af¬ 
firmative:  “Scores  of  thousands  who  have 
died  in  the  faith  have  left  on  record  their 
testimony  that  the  prophecy  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  in  their  experience;  and  back  of  the 
testimony  of  these  thousands  is  their  life 
of  sacrifice,  toil,  sufferings,  together  with 
the  contumely  and  persecution  which  they 
have  endured  for  that  testimony.  Some 
of  the  witnesses  to  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prophecy  have  even  sealed  their  testimony 
with  their  blood.  Can  evidence  of  a  higher 
or  more  solemn  character  be  pointed  to  in 
attestation  of  any  truth?" 

This  promise  is  given  to  you,  O  Reader, 
no  less  than  to  these  who  have  already 
sought  by  this  means  the  Truth  and  found 
it.  The  Book  of  Mormon  proclaims  that 
JESUS  is  the  CHRIST,  the  ETERNAL 
GOD:  and  you,  Reader,  may  know  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  this  Witness 
to  the  Deity  of  the  Christ  is  true,  if  you 
will  seek  that  testimony  in  the  way  pre¬ 
scribed  above:  Ask  of  God  in  faith,  with 
real  intent,  with  a  sincere  heart,  and  the 
truth  of  it  shall  be  made  known  unto 
you. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts . 
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The  Book  of  Mormon  and  Baptism 


the 


SINCE  THE  TIME  of  John’s  baptisms 
in  Jordan,  there  has  been  diversity 
of  opinion  as  to  the  rite  of  baptism. 
Even  in  that  early  day  “many  rejected  the 
counsel  of  God  against  themselves  being 
not  baptized." 

When  the  apostles  of  the  Lord  had  been 
called  home  and  the  pall  of  spiritual  dark¬ 
ness  settled  upon  the  earth,  there  crept 
into  so-called  Christian  doctrine  representa¬ 
tions  concerning  baptism  at  once  at  vari¬ 
ance  with  each  other  and  with  the  teaching 
and  practice  of  John  and  the  disciples  of 
the  Lord. 

Jesus,  the  pattern  of  Christianity,  ac¬ 
cepted  of  John's  baptism  and  “when  he 
was  baptized,  went  up  straightway  out  of 
the  water"  and  the  voice  of  God  announced 
pleasure  in  His  Son.  “John  preached  the 
baptism  of  repentance  for  the  remission  of 
sins"  and  he  baptized  “in  Aenon  near  to 
Salim,  because  there  was  much  water 
there."  In  order  to  baptize  the  eunuch, 
Philip  went  down  into  the  water  with 
him  and  they  both  came  up  out  of  the 
water. 

And  yet  men  have  contended  and  sects 
have  arisen  and  divided  on  the  question 
of  baptism.  Some  say  it  is  but  “an  out¬ 
ward  sign  of  an  inward  grace,"  not  at  all 
necessary  but  granted  at  the  will  of  the 
applicant.  Others  contend  that  it  is  es¬ 
sential  to  salvation,  some  even  declaring 
that  pure  innocent  babes  dying  without 
it  are  consigned  to  eternal  torment.  As 
to  mode  of  administration  there  are  pro¬ 
ponents  for  sprinkling,  pouring  and  im¬ 
mersion,  and  many  give  little  thought  as 
to  the  authority  necessary  to  make  legal 
the  performance  of  this  holy  ordinance. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  the  Jewish  Scrip¬ 
ture  seems  conclusive  as  to  the  meaning, 
purpose  and  mode  of  this  sacred  ordinance; 
but  perhaps  some  of  the  most  “plain  and 
precious"  statements  concerning  it  have  i 


been  lost  from  this  Hebrew  account  of 
Christian  teaching,  causing  “an  exceed¬ 
ing  great  many  to  stumble." 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1827,  an 
angel  from  heaven  came  again  to  earth 
and  revealed  to  man  another  volume  of 
scripture  containing  the  word  of  the  Lord 
to  His  people  in  this,  the  American  conti¬ 
nent.  “By  the  gift  of  God,"  Joseph 
Smith  translated  the  record,  and  in  1830 
gave  it  to  the  world  as  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  If  this  strange  book,  now  pub¬ 
lished  in  17  languages  and  read  by  people 
of  nearly  every  civilized  land,  contained 
no  other  truth  than  its  plain  and  decisive 
word  on  the  matter  of  baptism,  yet  it 
would  be  of  untold  value  to  seekers  for 
religious  truth. 

Of  the  many  passages  dealing  with  the 
ordinance  of  baptism,  here  are  but  a  few 
examples:  Note  the  teachings  of  Jacob 

the  son  of  Lehi: 

And  he  suffereth  this  that  the  resurrection  might  pass 
upon  all  men,  that  all  might  stand  before  him  at  the 
great  and  judgment  day. 

And  he  commandeth  all  men  that  they  must  repent, 
and  be  baptized  in  his  name,  having  perfect  faith  in 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  or  they  cannot  be  saved  in 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

And  if  they  will  not  repent  and  believe  in  his  name, 
and  be  baptized  in  his  name,  and  endure  to  the  end, 
they  must  be  damned,  for  the  Lord  God,  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel,  has  spoken  it.  — 2  Nephi  9:22-24. 

The  prophet  Alma  teaches  the  necessity 
and  purpose  of  baptism: 

Now  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  must  repent,  and  be  born 
again,  for  the  Spirit  saith  if  ye  are  not  born  again  ye 
cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  therefore  come 
and  be  baptized  unto  repentance,  that  ye  may  be 
washed  from  your  sins,  that  ye  may  have  faith  on  the 
Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 
who  is  mighty  to  save  and  to  cleanse  from  all  un¬ 
righteousness.  —  Alma  7:14. 

Mormon  sounds  a  warning  voice  and 
offers  exhortation  regarding  baptism: 

Turn,  all  ye  Gentiles,  from  your  wicked  ways,  .  .  . 
and  come  unto  me,  and  be  baptized  in  my  name,  that 
ye  may  receive  a  remission  of  your  sins,  and  be  filled 
Ith  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  ye  may  be  numbered  with 
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my  people  who  are  of  the  house  of  Israel.  — 3  Nephi 
30:2. 

This  same  prophet  writes  further  to  his 
son  Moroni  as  to  the  requirement  of  bap¬ 
tism  and  those  to  whom  it  applies: 

Listen  to  the  words  of  Christ,  your  Redeemer,  your 
Lord  and  your  God.  Behold,  I  came  into  the  world 
not  to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance; 
the  whole  need  no  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick; 
wherefore,  little  children  are  whole,  for  they  are  not 
capable  of  committing  sin;  whrefore  the  curse  of  Adam 
is  taken  from  them  in  me,  that  it  hath  no  power  over 
them;  and  the  law  of  circumcision  is  done  away  in 
me. 

And  after  this  manner  did  the  Holy  Ghost  manifest 
the  word  of  God  unto  me;  wherefore,  my  beloved  son, 

I  know  that  it  is  solemn  mockery  before  God,  that  ye 
should  baptize  little  children. 

Behold  I  say  unto  you  that  this  thing  shall  ye  teach 
—  repentance  and  baptism  unto  those  who  are  account¬ 
able  and  capable  of  committing  sin;  yea,  teach  par¬ 
ents  that  they  must  repent  and  be  baptized,  and  humble 
themselves  as  their  little  children,  and  they  shall  all 
be  saved  with  their  little  children. 

And  their  little  children  need  no  repentance,  neither 
baptism.  Behold,  baptism  is  '  unto  repentance  to  the 
fulfilling  the  commandments  unto  the  remission  of  sins. 
-Moroni  8:8-11. 

But  the  final  word  is  said  by  Him  who 
is  the  author  of  the  Gospel  and  the  Savior 
of  the  souls  of  men.  Read  the  words  of 
the  Master  Himself  as  to  the  essentiality  of 
baptism,  its  purpose,  its  mode  and  au¬ 
thorized  authority  of  him  who  performs 
it. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him:  I  give  unto  you  power 
that  ye  shall  baptize  this  people  when  I  am  again 
ascended  into  heaven. 

And  again  the  Lord  called  others,  and  said  unto 
them  likewise,-  and  he  gave  unto  them  power  to  bap¬ 
tize.  And  he  said  unto  them:  On  this  wise  shall  ye 
baptize;  and  there  shall  be  no  disputations  among  you. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  repenteth  of  his 
sins  through  your  words,  and  desireth  to  be  baptized 
in  my  name,  on  this  wise  shall  ye  baptize  them  — 
Behold,  ye  shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the  water,  and 
in  my  name  shall  ye  baptize  them. 

And  now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye 
shall  say,  calling  them  by  name,  saying: 

Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  baptize 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them  in  the  water,  and 
come  forth  again  out  of  the  water.  — 3  Nephi  11:21-26. 

Not  only  for  its  teachings  on  baptism, 
but  because  of  its  wealth  of  truth  and 
beauty  in  the  many  other  phases  of  the 
Gospel  plan,  are  Latter-day  Saints  thank¬ 


ful  for  the  Book  of  Mormon.  This  month 
marks  the  anniversary  of  the  delivery  of 
the  record  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  of  the  Psalmist 
David:  “Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the 

earth:  and  righteousness  shall  look  down 
from  heaven.  ”  e.  L.  M. 


EUROPEAN  MISSIONS  TO  BE  DIRECTED 
FROM  SALT  LAKE  CITY 


President  Richard  R.  Lyman  and  fam¬ 
ily  have  returned  to  their  home  in  Salt 
Lake  City  from  London  where  Elder 
Lyman  has,  for  the  past  two  years,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  European  Mission. 

This  marks  a  very  definite  change  in 
supervision  of  the  European  Missions. 
During  the  one  hundred  years  of  mission¬ 
ary  activity  in  Europe  the  work  has  been 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
stationed  in  that  land. 

Means  of  transportation  and  communi¬ 
cation  have  so  advanced  that  it  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  no  longer  necessary  to  maintain  a 
general  headquarters  across  the  sea.  After 
a  consultation  of  Elder  Lyman  and  the 
First  Presidency,  was  issued  the  following 
statement : 

“It  has  been  decided  that  owing  to  air¬ 
mail  facilities  and  modern  improvements 
in  transportation,  that  henceforth  the  mis¬ 
sions  in  Europe  will  be  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  First  Presidency  and  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve.  They  will  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  missions 
in  the  United  States  and  will  be  visited  at 
least  once  a  year  by  one  of  the  apostles, 
thus  giving  them  direct  supervision. 

“Each  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
will  have  the  responsibility  of  visiting  the 
missions  of  Europe,  which  by  direct  con¬ 
tact  with  the  First  Presidency  and  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Twelve,  will  keep  in  closer 
touch  with  the  progressive  trends  of  the 
Church  than  they  have  heretofore." 
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my  people  who  are  of  the  house  of  Israel.  — 3  Nephi 
30-.2. 

This  same  prophet  writes  further  to  his 
son  Moroni  as  to  the  requirement  of  bap¬ 
tism  and  those  to  whom  it  applies: 

Listen  to  the  words  of  Christ,  your  Redeemer,  your 
Lord  and  your  God.  Behold,  I  came  into  the  world 
not  to  call  the  righteous  but  sinners  to  repentance/ 
the  whole  need  no  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick; 
wherefore,  little  children  are  whole,  for  they  are  not 
capable  of  committing  sin/  whrefore  the  curse  of  Adam 
is  taken  from  them  in  me,  that  it  hath  no  power  over 
them/  and  the  law  of  circumcision  is  done  away  in 
me. 

And  after  this  manner  did  the  Holy  Ghost  manifest 
the  word  of  God  unto  me,-  wherefore,  my  beloved  son, 

1  know  that  it  is  solemn  mockery  before  God,  that  ye 
should  baptize  little  children. 

Behold  I  say  unto  you  that  this  thing  shall  ye  teach 

—  repentance  and  baptism  unto  those  who  are  account¬ 
able  and  capable  of  committing  sin/  yea,  teach  par¬ 
ents  that  they  must  repent  and  be  baptized,  and  humble 
themselves  as  their  little  children,  and  they  shall  all 
be  saved  with  their  little  children. 

And  their  little  children  need  no  repentance,  neither 
baptism.  Behold,  baptism  is  '  unto  repentance  to  the 
fulfilling  the  commandments  unto  the  remission  of  sins. 

—  Moroni  8:8-11. 

But  the  final  word  is  said  by  Him  who 
is  the  author  of  the  Gospel  and  the  Savior 
of  the  souls  of  men.  Read  the  words  of 
the  Master  Himself  as  to  the  essentiality  of 
baptism,  its  purpose,  its  mode  and  au¬ 
thorized  authority  of  him  who  performs 
it. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him:  I  give  unto  you  power 
that  ye  shall  baptize  this  people  when  I  am  again 
ascended  into  heaven. 

And  again  the  Lord  called  others,  and  said  unto 
them  likewise/  and  he  gave  unto  them  power  to  bap¬ 
tize.  And  he  said  unto  them:  On  this  wise  shall  ye 
baptize,  and  there  shall  be  no  disputations  among  you. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  repenteth  of  his 
sins  through  your  words,  and  desireth  to  be  baptized 
in  my  name,  on  this  wise  shall  ye  baptize  them  - 
Behold,  ye  shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the  water,  and 
in  my  name  shall  ye  baptize  them. 

And  now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye 
shall  say,  calling  them  by  name,  saying: 

Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  baptize 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them  in  the  water,  and 
come  forth  again  out  of  the  water.  — 3  Nephi  11:21*26. 

Not  only  for  its  teachings  on  baptism, 
but  because  of  its  wealth  of  truth  and 
beauty  in  the  many  other  phases  of  the 
Gospel  plan,  are  Latter-day  Saints  thank¬ 


ful  for  the  Book  of  Mormon.  This  month 
marks  the  anniversary  of  the  delivery  of 
the  record  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in 
fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  of  the  Psalmist 
David:  “Truth  shall  spring  out  of  the 

earth;  and  righteousness  shall  look  down 
from  heaven/'  e.  L.  M. 


EUROPEAN  MISSIONS  TO  BE  DIRECTED 
FROM  SALT  LAKE  CITY 


President  Richard  R.  Lyman  and  fam¬ 
ily  have  returned  to  their  home  in  Salt 
Lake  City  from  London  where  Elder 
Lyman  has,  for  the  past  two  years,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  European  Mission. 

This  marks  a  very  definite  change  in 
supervision  of  the  European  Missions. 
During  the  one  hundred  years  of  mission¬ 
ary  activity  in  Europe  the  work  has  been 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
stationed  in  that  land. 

Means  of  transportation  and  communi¬ 
cation  have  so  advanced  that  it  is  now  con¬ 
sidered  no  longer  necessary  to  maintain  a 
general  headquarters  across  the  sea.  After 
a  consultation  of  Elder  Lyman  and  the 
First  Presidency,  was  issued  the  following 
statement: 

“It  has  been  decided  that  owing  to  air¬ 
mail  facilities  and  modern  improvements 
in  transportation,  that  henceforth  the  mis¬ 
sions  in  Europe  will  be  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  First  Presidency  and  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve.  They  will  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  missions 
in  the  United  States  and  will  be  visited  at 
least  once  a  year  by  one  of  the  apostles, 
thus  giving  them  direct  supervision. 

“Each  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
will  have  the  responsibility  of  visiting  the 
missions  of  Europe,  which  by  direct  con¬ 
tact  with  the  First  Presidency  and  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Twelve,  will  keep  in  closer 
touch  with  the  progressive  trends  of  the 
Church  than  they  have  heretofore." 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good ,  durable,  cloth  binding — gilt 
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HARRISON  R.  MERRILL  CALLED  BY  DEATH 


Prof.  Harrison  R.  Merrill  of  the  Brig¬ 
ham  Young  University  passed  on  from 
this  phase  of  life,  Saturday,  August  20th, 
following  an  operation  for  appendicitis. 

Prof.  Merrill  is  the  son  of  Orrin  J. 
and  Elizabeth  White  Merrill  and  was  born 
in  Smithfield,  Utah,  Nov.  13,  1884.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  grammar  school  work  he  stud¬ 
ied  in  Idaho  University  and  Utah  Agri¬ 
cultural  College  and  later  in  the  schools 
of  journalism  in  Northwestern  University 
and  Columbia.  His  life  has  been  devoted 
to  educational  work  and  service  in  the 
Church.  He  was  professor  of  journalism 
in  the  Brigham  Young  University,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Deseret 
News,  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.;  had  filled  a  mission  to 
Ireland  and  served  as  managing  editor  of 
the  Improvement  Era.  He  was  widely 
known  as  a  writer  and  lecturer.  Brother 
Merrill  leaves  behind,  a  wife  and  three 
children,  five  brothers  and  two  sisters.  To 
them  Liahona  extends  sympathy. 


THE  ARMY  AND  THE  GUNS 

By  HARRISON  R.  MERRILL 

She's  but  a  slip  of  womanhood, 

One  third  my  weight  and  size- 
Somehow,  her  spine  is  stiffer 
And  she  has  two  steady  eyes. 

I'm  but  the  scout -the  vanguard - 
Good  when  opposition  runs, 

But  she's  the  force  behind  me- 

She's  the  "army"  and  the  "guns.” 

When  foemen  press  the  hardest 
I  halt  and  rest  awhile 
Until  I  feel  her  presence, 

See  her  optimistic  smile/ 

And  then  I  club  my  musket, 
Ammunition  being  gone, 

And  smash  our  way  through  troubles, 
And  the  "army"  shoves  me  on. 

For  years  we've  been  campaigning  - 
Always  by  the  blaze  at  night 
We  salve  our  wounds  and  bruises 
As  we  plan  the  morrow's  fight. 

I  might  have  furled  our  colors - 

But  the  "army"  through  brave  tears 
Trenched-in  and  held  the  sector 

Through  some  mighty  trying  years. 


I'm  out  in  front  where  people 
Think  I'm  wonderful  and  brave, 
Because  I  have  the  banner 
And,  of  course,  they  see  it  wave. 

But  I'm  not  fooled  by  plaudits - 

Scouts  and  vanguards  may  look  gay, 
But  when  it  comes  to  battles, 

Sure,  the  "army"  wins,  always! 


EMBRYONIC  STAKE  AT 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

News  reaches  us  of  the  organization  in 
the  Capital  area  of  a  mission  district  with 
the  machinery  needful  for  the  conduct 
of  the  work  of  a  stake.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  as  now  set  up  can  easily  be  merged  into 
a  complete  stake  organization  as  soon  as 
conditions  seem  to  justify.  A  district 
presidency  and  district  council,  similar  to 
stake  presidency  and  stake  high  council 
will  have  general  charge  of  the  branches 
continguous  to  the  capital  city.  The 
Washington  Branch  has  been  divided  into 
three  branches  and  all  of  them  strongly 
officered. 


WHAT  WAS  WITNESSED  IN  THE 
HEAVENS? 


What  was  witnessed  in  the  heavens? 

Why.  an  angel  earthward  bound. 

Had  he  something  with  him  bringing? 

Yes — the  Gospel — joyful  sound! 

It  was  to  be  preached  in  power 
On  the  earth,  the  angel  said, 

To  all  men,  all  tongues  and  nations 
That  upon  its  face  are  spread. 

Had  we  not  before  the  Gospel? 

Yes — it  came  of  old  to  men. 

Then  what  is  this  later  Gospel? 

’Tis  the  first  one  come  again. 

This  was  preached  by  Paul  and  Peter, 
And  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head; 

This  we  latter  Saints  are  preaching — 

We  their  footsteps  wish  to  tread. 

Where  so  long  has  been  the  Gospel? 

Did  it  pass  from  earth  away? 

Yes;  ’twas  taken  back  to  heaven, 

Till  should  dawn  a  brighter  day. 
What  became  of  those  departed, 

Knowing  not  the  Gospel  plan? 

In  the  spirit  world  they’ll  hear  it; 

God  is  just  to  every  man. 

— John  S.  Davis. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  MISSIONS  S 

For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

CALIFORNIA  MISSION— W.  Aird  Macdonald.  153  West  Adams  Street,  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

CANADIAN  MISSION — Abel  S.  Rich,  36  Ferndale  Avenue.  Toronto.  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  Woodruff.  302  South  Pleasant  Street.  Independence.  Mo. 

EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— William  T.  Tew.  Jr..  1440  St.  James  Court,  Louisville.  Ky. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION— Frank  Evans.  155  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAIIAN  MISSION— W.  Frank  Bailey.  P.  O.  Box  3228.  Honolulu.  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION— Harold  W.  Pratt,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651.  Colonia  Del  Valle.  Mexico.  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  2555  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago.  Ill. 

NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— David  A.  Broad  bent.  324  0  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN-  STATES  MISSION— Preston  Nibley,  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison.  Portland.  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Merrill  D.  Clayson.  485  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams.  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd..  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller.  638  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver.  Colo. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 


WEST  PENN.  DISTRICT: -Keith  A.  Nelson,  President, 
328  Morewood  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

We,  the  missionaries  of  the  West  Penn.  District, 
after  having  heard  the  inspirational  remarks  from  the 
general  auihorities,  return  from  Palmyra  Conference  with 
a  firm  resolve  to  do  our  part  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
to  the  world.  We  sense  our  responsibility  to  our 
calling  and  labor  diligently  to  bring  the  truth  to  those 
who  are  seeking  afier  it. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  work 
is  the  following  up  of  names  received  from  Salt  Lake 
City.  The  people  who  visit  Temple  Square  and*  leave 
their  names  for  special  callings  are  at  least  acquainted 
with  some  aspects  of  Mormonism.  This  places  us  on 
common  ground  with  them  and  gives  us  something 
to  work  on. 

The  members  of  the  West  Penn.  District  are  indeed 
happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold,  by  way  of  baptism, 
Sister  Ann  Elizabeth  LaVell.  This  Sister  was  baptized 
at  Palmyra  Conference  by  Elder  Goldon  C.  Sill  and 
later  confirmed  in  Pittsburg  by  Brother  Avon  B.  Thom- 
ander.  We  trust  that  she  will  find  joy  in  her  new 
associations  and  wish  her  the  choice  blessings  of 
our  Lord. 

Elder  Wilford  Zaugg  was  unable  to  attend  the  con¬ 
ference  because  of  an  appendix  operation.  We  are 
glad  to  report  his  speedy  recovery.  He  has  left  his 
many  friends  here  to  preside  over  the  Oneida  District. 

HUDSON  DISTRICT: -Joseph  W.  Williams,  President, 
89  Fullerton  Ave.,  Newburgh,  New  York. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  thankful  for  the 
privilege  afforded  them  in  attending  and  taking  part 
in  the  recent  Palmayra  Conference. 

Recently  we  visited  the  Saints  in  Kingston  who  hold 
Sunday  School  in  the  home  of  a  member.  These  good 
people  have  done  effective  missionary  work  among  their 
neighbors,  and  the  attendance  at  meetings  is  increasing. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  August  7th,  Elders  Williams 
and  Mason,  Sisters  Anderson  and  Frisby  with  Brother 
Herman  Hinck  made  visits  to  several  members  and 
friends  in  the  country  and  vicinity  of  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  A  good  Sacrament  and  testimony  meeting 
was  held  in  the  home  of  Sister  Ortrude  Rossman  who 
lives  some  distance  from  Newburg.  This  type  of  meet¬ 
ing  and  visiting  seemed  to  be  much  appreciated  by 
those  visited  and  thoroughly  enjoyable  by  the  mission¬ 
aries. 

Every  day  tracting  is  bringing  out  more  people 
to  Sunday  services,  and  cottage  meetings  are  increasing. 

SENECA  DISTRICT :- Ernest  M.  Skinner,  President, 
70  South  Main  Street.,  Canandaigue,  New  York. 

On  Thursday,  Aug.  4,  the  missionaries  of  Canandaigue 
had  the  opportunity  of  conducting  the  funeral  of  a 
man  not  of  our  faith.  Missionaries  had  visited  the 
gentleman  before  his  death  and  it  was  at  his  request 
that  they  conducted  the  services.  President  Ernest  M. 
Skinner  was  in  charge  and  delivered  the  sermon.  Sisters 
Edna  Madsen  and  Edna  Glover  sang  two  duets  and 


Elder  Paul  Wilson  dedicated  the  grave.  Those  attend¬ 
ing  were  greatly  impressed  by  the  beautiful  philos¬ 
ophy  of  life  which  was  presented  there. 

During  the  Palmyra  conference  Miss  Dorothy  Bogart 
and  Mrs.  Genevieve  Merithew  were  baptized  by  Elders 
Ernest  M.  Skinner  and  Joseph  W.  Williams  reipeclively. 
They  were  confirmed  members  of  the  Church  by  Elder 
Neil  F.  Winterton. 

A  recent  experience  proves  that  God  directs  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  work.  A  very  interesting  visit  was 
paid  to  a  gentleman  in  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.  The 
man  had  lost  a  Bible  on  the  highway  and  happened 
to  slop  at  one  of  the  Saints'  homes  to  inquire  if  it  had 
been  found.  In  conversing  with  them  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  Mormonism  and  asked  to  have  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  call  and  talk  to  him. 

A  Sunday  School  organization  has  been  effected  in 
the  Canandaigua  Branch  with  Arthur  Riddlesworth  as 
Superintendent. 

TRANSFERS 

Betty  Mae  Koiter-From  Albany  to  Blue  Ridge. 

Stella  O.  Frisby  — From  Hudson  to  Albany. 

Betty  Peery  — From  New  Jersey  to  Hudson. 

Ruth  Whitehead  — From  Blue  Ridge  to  Erie. 

Mabel  Peterson  — From  New  Jersey  to  Erie. 

RELEASES 

Kiea  Pugsley  —  Of  Oneida  Disi.-Home,  Rosselte,  Utah. 
Laurleen  Peterson -Of  Cumorah-Home,  Oasis,  Utah. 
Nina  G.  Rasmussen -Of  Oneida -Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Edna  Glover  — Of  Seneca  Dist.  — Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Elva  Glover -Of  Potomac  Dist. -Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Vera  Facer -Of  Seneca  Dist. -Home,  Brigham  City,  U. 
Rhea  Stolworlhy  — Of  Cumorah  — Home,  Kirtland,  N.  Mex. 

NIEL  F.  WINTERTON,  Mission  Secretary 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:  -  Marvin  J.  Deamer, 
President. 

"Be  bold  as  a  leopard,  swift  as  an  eagle,  bounding 
as  a  stag,  brave  as  a  lion,  to  do  the  will  of  thy 
Father  in  Heaven." 

We  wish  to  commend  the  Jackson  Branch  for  their 
splendid  progress  the  past  year.  Deprived  of  mission¬ 
aries  some  time  ago,  this  energetic  and  sincere  group 
of  Mormons,  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Presi¬ 
dent  A.  C.  Downie,  revived  the  spirit  of  our  early 
pioneers.  Undaunted  by  the  lack  of  missionaries  and 
numbers  they  struggled  on,  until  they  have  their 
Sunday  School  among  the  leading  schools  of  the  mis¬ 
sion.  Their  dream  of  an  independent  branch  is  no 
longer  idle  speculation.  They  can  look  back  at  their 
work  and  feel  assured  they  are  doing  much  toward 
making  their  dreams  come  true. 

A  short  time  ago  the  missionaries  were  called  to 
conduct  the  funeral  of  Brother  Henry  Counterman  of 
Grand  Rapids.  For  the  past  six  months  he  had  been 
an  ardent  and  earnest  investigator  of  the  Gospel.  Con- 
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tacted  by  the  lady  missionaries,  this  dear  brother  and 
his  family  were  desirous  of  hearing  the  Gospel.  He 
had  attended  one  of  our  conferences  in  Detroit  and 
was  returning  home  when  he  met  with  an  accident  that 
proved  fatal.  We  offer  words  of  consolation  and  peace 
to  the  family.  We  join  with  them  in  reverent  mem¬ 
ory  of  this  fine  man. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  by  baptism  the  follow¬ 
ing  people  and  humbly  pray  that  the  spirit  of  their 
conversion  will  be  dominant  in  shaping  their  lives : 
Barbara  Jean  Widdis  and  Erma  and  Elma  Merrill  of 
Lansing;  Maxine  Rose  West,  Jean  Loreen  Jensen,  John 
Wilford  Jensen,  Margie  Estella  Losey  and  Emily  Waneta 
Losey  of  Grand  Rapids. 

The  entire  personnel  of  the  district  met  in  Grand 
Rapids  tor  a  two-day  session  of  missionary  meetings, 
reviewing  the  Book  of  Mormon  campaign  during  the 
past  winter  months,  and  discussing  experiences  and 


WISCONSIN  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  HEED  IN 
FOND  DU  LAC,  WISCONSIN,  AUGUST  14,  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Margarita  Forester, 
Clariece  Craner,  Bryant  S.  Hinckley,  Mission  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Second  Row:  Fon  K.  Rothe,  Frank  A.  Nicoll, 
Nola  Mae  Kerby,  Dwight  W.  Loosll,  District  Presi¬ 
dent;  May  Green  Hinckley,  Mission  Relief  Society 
President;  Alma  Parrish,  Lawrence  L.  Jesclard, 
Hazel  Glover. 

problems  of  the  summer's  work.  Introductory  methods 
of  improvment  for  the  coming  season,  were  given  by 
President  Deamer.  The  missionaries  went  back  to  their 
respective  fields  of  labor  with  a  determined  effort  to 
do  the  work  better,  pray  more,  and  although  we  pray, 
at  the  same  lime  "we  keep  the  powder  of  our  muskets 
dry"  as  Brigham  Young  would  say. 

Elder  Nolan  R.  Ballard  had  a  very  novel  experience 
while  trading.  He  attempted  to  lend  a  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon  at  a  home  and  noticing  their  dislike  for  the  book, 
he  tactfully  changed  the  subject  to  a  few  of  the  high 
points  of  Mormonism.  As  he  left  the  home  a  few 
minutes  later,  he  heard  someone  running  after  him. 
The  young  man  of  the  house  wanted  him  to  come  back, 
took  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  said  he  was  impressed 
with  the  attitude  of  the  Elder.  He  wants  the  Elder  to 
associate  with  him  — he  wants  to  feel  the  same  spirit 
and  partake  of  its  blessings. 

Also  Elder  Arnold  V.  Wadsworth,  while  trading,  met 
a  lady  who  was  contacted  in  her  native  land,  Holland. 
She  can  now  read  English,  and  wants  a  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon.  She  has  been  waiting  all  these  years  to  see 
"the  strange  Mormon  Book"  and  be  able  to  read  it. 
Her  daughter  married  a  Mormon  and  is  very  happy. 

WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT: -Ivan  L.  Ashmen!,  President. 

A  successful  and  inspiring  branch  conference  was 
held  in  Des  Moines  the  14th  of  August.  In  connection 
with  each  branch  conference  a  day  is  set  apart  for 
missionary  meetings.  If  we  are  the  expounders,  ex¬ 
emplifies  and  executives  of  God,  which  we  are,  .then 
we  must  plan  and  put  into  use  a  feasible  and  efficacious 


program  by  which  to  teach  the  world.  It  is  our  de¬ 
sire,  through  the  medium  of  these  meetings,  to  attain 
the  goal  set  by  the  mission. 

On  the  21st  day  of  August,  Rachel  Josephine  Caulkins 
and  Helen  Faye  Hoffman  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 
Their  acceptance  of  the  Gospel  exemplifies  their  faith. 
May  God  strength  their  faith,  to  a  knowledge  and 
testimony  of  the  divinty  of  the  Gospel. 

Upon  request  of  Mr.  Reeves,  an  investigator,  who  was 
confined  to  the  hospital  with  a  serious  affliction,  the 
Elders  in  Des  Moines  called  upon  him.  His  physicians 
had  given  him  no  hope  to  live  and  yet  he  had  a  great 
desire  to  live,  so  that  he  might  enter  the  waters  of 
baptism.  He  secured  a  promise  from  his  nephew  that, 
in  the  event  he  should  be  taken  without  having  at¬ 
tended  to  this  ordinance,  it  might  be  performed  in  the 
temple  of  the  Lord.  He  asked  us  to  administer  to  him 
and  we  did.  We  were  greatly  pleased  to  learn,  shortly 
after,  that  he  was  recovering  and  had  been  permitted 
to  return  to  his  home.  We  commend  him  for  his  great 
faith  which  was  instrumental  in  his  miraculous  recovery. 
We  sincerely  pray  that  his  desire  will  be  fulfilled. 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT: -Dwight  W.  Loosli,  President. 

Wiih  summer  work  at  a  close,  the  Elders  have  broken 
up  their  "united  order'  of  living  and  have  gone  to  their 
respective  fields  of  labor.  Elders  Rothe  and  Parrish 
will  labor  in  Rhinelander,  and  Elder  Erickson,  Nicoll 
and  Loosli  in  Eau  Claire.  The  four  lady  missionaries 
are  all  working  in  Fond  du  Lac. 

President  and  Sister  Hinckley  presided  over  a  very 
fine  branch  conference  held  in  Fond  du  Lac  August 
141h.  The  aim  of  the  conference  was  to  stimulate  greater 
activity  in  all  of  the  auxiliary  organizations.  We  were 
both  pleased  and  greatly  benefited  by  the  timely  in¬ 
structions  and  counsel  they  gave. 

A  successful  missionary  meeting  was  conducted  by 
President  Hinckley,  in  which  were  discussed  better  ways 
and  means  of  improving  our  missionary  efficiency  and 
attendance  at  meetings. 

At  a  branch  conference  held  in  Eleva,  LeRoy  An¬ 
derson  and  Norma  Bosher  were  baptized  by  Elder  Law¬ 
rence  L.  Jesclard.  May  they  find  continued  joy  and 
satisfaction  through  their  faithfulness  and  diligence  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Sisters  Glover  and  Forester  have  organized  two  Pri¬ 
maries  and  have  had  very  good  attendance.  Sisters 
Craner  and  Kerby  have  been  doing  an  excellent  piece 
of  work  in  Rhinelander.  We  appreciate  the  fine  work 
of  our  lady  missionaries. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Wilbur  R.  Harding, 
President. 

We  the  missionaries  of  the  South  Illinois  District  have 
just  completed  the  most  outstanding  week  of  our  mis¬ 
sion.  It  has  given  us  such  great  joy  to  have  had  so 
many  very  fine  people  come  to  us  and  ask  about  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  From  August  13th  to  21st  we 
had  a  very  fine  exhibit  in  the  Illinois  State  Fair, 
which  perhaps,  is  the  largest  state  fair  in  the  United 
States.  The  missionaries  did  all  in  their  power  to  make 
it  attractive.  10,000  tracts  and  pamphlets  were  given 
away  and  many  very  fine  contacts  made. 

There  came  to  the  fair,  direct  from  Hawaii,  a  group 
of  70  native  Hawaiians,  giving  a  fine  nightly  perfor¬ 
mance  in  front  of  the  grand  stand.  It  was  not  until  3 
days  before  the  fair  closed  that  we  found  out  that 
the  manager  of  the  group  was  E.  K.  Fernandez,  a  prom¬ 
inent  member  of  the  Church  in  Hawaii.  80  per  cent  of 
the  group  were  also  Mormons  and  proud  of  it. 

Sister  Julia  Doyle  and  Sister  Rachel  Voeller  wrote  the 
following  short  account: 

"A  month  ago  today  70  native  Hawaiians  left  the 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific  to  make  a  good-will  tour  of 
the  United  States.  Our  first  stop  was  at  the  Illinois 
State  Fair.  While  visiting  the  different  exhibits  we 
heard  sweet  strains  of  organ  music  and  approaching  it 
we  came  to  a  most  inspiring  display  by  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  We  were  met  by 
four  missionaries,  Elders  Harding,  Montgomery,  Barber 
and  Christensen.  This  made  our  stay  much  more 
plesant  to  know  we  were  among  friends  and  brethren 
of  the  Gospel.  Our  meeting  and  friendship  will  long 
be  cherished  and  our  sincere  wish  is  that  they  may 


September  L3.  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


159 


someday  come  lo  Hawaii  where  we  may  be  able  to  re¬ 
turn  some  of  the  kindness  we  have  received.  Aloha  to 
all  from  the  Saints  of  Hawaii.'/ 

Our  only  regret  is  that  we  did  not  meet  them  sooner. 
These  people  surely  carry  with  them  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Gospel.  To  say  the  least  their  kindness  to  us  far 
surpassed  anything  we  could  do  lo  make  their  stay  more 
plesant.  Their  beaming  personalities  won  the  hearts  of 
all  the  members  of  the  branch  and  we  now  have  a 
faint  glimpse  of  the  farewell  that  the  missionaries  re¬ 
ceive  when  they  leave  Hawaii. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT  :-Craflon  W.  Call,  President. 
District  conference  was  held  aj  Youngstown  on  August 
21st.  We  had  an  excellent  representation  from  all  parts 
of  Northern  Ohio,  and  the  spiritual  stimulus  received  by 
the  group  will  long  be  remembered.  Seldom  has  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  been  made  more  manifest 
than  at  the  sessions  of  this  conference,  particularly  at 
the  missionary  meeting.  President  and  Sister  Hinckley, 
by  their  magnetic  personalities  and  qualities  of  lead¬ 
ership,  had  a  thrilling  effect  upon  those  who  attended. 

During  the  month  two  baptismal  services  have  been 
conducted  in  Akron,  at  which  several  candidates  were 
baptized. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  Elders  have  been 
visiting  the  Saints  in  the  country  and  paying  visits  to 
friends  and  investigators.  Now  that  we  are  nearing 
the  close  of  our  summer  campaign,  we  are  looking 
forward  with  pleasant  anticipation  to  our  autumn  work. 
Our  objective  this  fall  is  to  place  the  Book  of  Mormon 
into  the  homes  of  all  those  who  may  be  of  the  blood  of 
Israel  and  everyone  who  might  desire  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth.  Our  supreme  efforts  will  be  to  lend  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  for  our  attitude  toward  this  volume 
of  divine  instruction  is  best  expressed  in  the  words  oJ 
the  Prophet  Joseph,  "you  may  read  whatever  you  like, 
but  if  you  want  to  know  the  truth,  read  the  Book  of 
Mormon." 

During  the  coming  season  Mutual  Improvement  work 
will  also  be  stressed.  Two  new  Mutual  Improvement 
Associations  are  being  organized  at  Youngstown  and 
East  Liverpool.  An  extra  organization  is  also  being 
added  to  the  present  program  of  the  Cleveland  Branch. 

SOUTH  OHIO  DISTRICT :-D.  James  Harvey,  President. 

The  greatness  of  Brigham  Young  can  be  visualzied  in 
his  prophetic  words  "This  is  the  place."  As  his  vision 
slowly  swept  over  that  barren,  desolate  waste  below 
him,  there  was  in  him  an  implicit,  unalterable  faith 
in  the  Almighty.  Brigham  Young,  by  the  sheer  strength 
of  his  manhood  and  with  the  help  of  God  and  his 
associates,  equally  God-fearing  men  and  women,  trans¬ 
formed  what  was  thought  to  be  useless  wasteland,  into 
productive  farms;  founded  there  cities,  towns,  and  vil¬ 
lages;  and  provided  each  one  with  a  church  and  school. 

From  our  places  of  comparative  comfort  and  ease,  we 
can  picture  in  our  mind's  eye  the  trying  circumstances 
of  those  hardy  men  of  toil  as  they  extracted  a  scanty 
living  from  that  reluctant  soil.  We  bow  our  heads  in 
reverence  at  their  mighty  faith  and  splendid  courage; 
and  our  hearts  fill  with  gratitude  when  we  think  of  the 
glorious  heritage  they  left  to  us. 

In  commemoration  of  them,  we  have  set  aside  July 
24th  as  Pioneer  Day.  On  this  date,  91  years  ago,  a 
toil-weary  band  of  pioneers  first  saw  the  valley  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake;  and  on  this  same  date  91  years  later, 
their  followers  from  Southern  Ohio,  gathered  at  Fort 
Ancient  to  pay  them  honor.  Centuries  before,  this 
historic  spot  was  the  scene  of  a  great  battle,  participated 
in  by  an  equally  God-fearing  people  — the  early  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  America.  Here  a  splendid  program  was  en¬ 
joyed  by  everyone  present.  Stirring  pioneer  songs 
permeated  *  the  air  which  once  before  was  filled  with 
only  the  din  and  clash  of  battle. 

Able  speakers  recalled  to  our  minds,  interesting  bits 
of  history  concerning  each  of  these  peoples,  where 
before,  only  the  agonized  wail  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  was  heard. 

As  we  returned  to  our  homes  our  minds  were  filled 
with  pictures  of  their  faith  and  courage  and  heroism. 
Each  silent  heart  vowed  to  be  "true  to  that  faith"  — 
worthy  to  be  counted  among  the  faithful. 


ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Asa  M.  B.  Radley -From  Salt  Lake  City,  lo  West  Iowa. 
Maude  Tenney  Schofield -From  El  Paso,  Tex.,  to  N.  Ill. 
Vernon  Leon  Schofield  — From  El  Paso,  Tex.,  to  N.  Ill. 
RELEASES 

Hyrum  C.  De  Loney  of  E.  Mich. -Home,  Jackson,  Wyo. 
Delva  Yost  of  North  Indiana —  Home,  Bancroft,  Idaho. 
Cecil  Blake  of  E.  Michigan -Home,  St.  George,  Utah. 
Florence  Jones  of  East  Iowa -Home,  Provo,  Utah. 

Hazel  Glover  of  Wisconsin  — Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 

John  A.  Merrill  of  North  Illinois -Home,  St.  David,  Ariz 
Lawrence  L.  Jesclard  of  Wisconsin  -  Home,  Portland,  Ore. 
TRANSFERS 

Frank  Webster -From  Wisconsin  to  East  Michigan. 
Kenneth  J.  Erickson —  From  North  Illinois  to  Wisconsin. 
Ruth  Hackwell-From  South  Ohio  to  Wisconsin. 

Elida  Knight  — From  South  Ohio  to  South  Indiana. 
Morris  S.  Christensen  — From  S.  Illinois  lo  East  Iowa. 
Darwin  S.  Costley-From  East  Iowa  lo  South  Illinois 
Carl  G.  Freeman  — From  East  Iowa  to  South  Ohio. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Marvin  J.  Deamer-To  tour  the  Mission  in  the  interest 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  local  missionary  work  and 
the  auxiliary  organizations. 

Newell  H.  Smith  -  President  of  the  W.  Michigan  Dist. 

BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

What  a  joy  and  opportunity  is  ours  of  going  into 
the  Holy  Temples  of  our  Lord  and  there  being  baptized 
for  those  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  dead 
that  they  too  may  be  privileged  to  have  the  same 
blessings  that  we  enjoy  who  live  in  the  present  day. 
This  is  highest  missionary  work.  It  was  with  this  ob¬ 
ject  in  view  that  the  missionaries  of  the  Great  Falls  dis¬ 
trict  accompanied  by  three  lady  missionaries  of  the 
Oregon  and  Puget  Sound  Districts  went  to  the  Alberta 
Temple  and  took  part  in  the  ordinances  there.  Great 
was  our  joy  and  our  happiness  to  do  this  work  for 
someone  else. 

We  were  also  happy  in  the  opportunity  which  was 
afforded  us  in  going  to  Seattle  and  being  present  at 
the  organization  of  the  Seattle  stake  on  July  31.  We  all 
received  much  inspiration  from  the  association  we  had 
with  President  Grant,  Apostle  Ballard,  and  our  own 
President  Nibley. 

On  Sunday,  August  14,  Elders  Barton  and  Peterson 
accompanied  by  Brothers  A.  S.  Payne  and  Cleveland 
Nelson  held  a  very  inspirational  meeting.  While  at  the 
meeting  Elder  Peterson  had  the  opportunity  of  taking 
two  children  into  the  waters  of  baptism. 

We  Elders  of  this  district  are  enjoying  our  work  very 
much  and  believe  that  we  will  see  additional  fruits 
of  our  labors  in  the  very  near  future.  Our  many 
cottage  meetings  promise  many  baptisms  in  the  near 
future. 

We  send  our  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  our  mis¬ 
sionary  companions  throughout  the  world  hoping  that 
they  will  have  much  success  in  their  labors. 

OREGON  DISTRICT Karl  Freeman,  President,  Box 
2128,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Hospital  notes,  during  our  past  month,  show  that 
there  have  been  two  Elders  registered,  one  for  ap¬ 
pendectomy  and  another  for  infection.  Both  are  re¬ 
leased  now  and  are  feeling  fine. 

As  always,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  has  guided  the 
work  here  in  our  district.  The  beauty  of  the  Gospel 
has  been  revealed  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  many* 
through  the  diligent  labors  of  the  missionaries  under 
the  inspiration  of  truth.  Even  some  were  moved  lo 
ask  for  entrance  into  the  Kingdom  through  the  waters 
of  baptism.  From  Kelso,  Washington,  Elders  Freeman 
and  Hedgepeth  report  the  acceptance  of  four  individuals 
into  the  fold  through  the  recognized  portal.  From  Hood 
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River,  Oregon,  comes  another  who  bears  testimony  of 
the  truth  of  this  work  and  requests  baptism.  Again, 
from  Corvallis,  Oregon,  Elders  Cannon  and  Hedgepeth 
send  in  good  news  of  a  baptismal  through  which  two 
more  souls  entered  our  Church.  We  thank  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father  in  sincere  gratitude  for  the  progress  of 
this  work. 

On  July  31st  all  of  the  missionaries  of  this  district 
were  present  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  as  witnesses  to  another 
great  step  in  the  Kingdom.  Under  the  hands  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Heber  J.  Grant,  Apostle  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  and 
President  Preston  Nibley,  Seattle  and  the  surrounding 
territory  was  organized  into  a  Stake  of  Zion.  The 
privilege  of  witnessing  this  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  in  attendance. 

We  have  found  a  remedy  for  dampened  enthusiasm 
in  missionary  labors  — hard  work  in  every  undertaking, 
blended  with  conscientious  endeavor  to  study  whal  we 
are  attempting  to  teach/  this  with  one  incentive  only  — 
to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord  with  a  prayerful  heart 
and  a  happy  smile. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  159  Melrose  Ave.,  North,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"I  have  received  instructions  from  the  Lord  that 
from  henceforth  wherever  the  Elders  of  Israel  shall 
build  up  churches  and  branches  unto  the  Lord  through¬ 
out  the  states,  there  shall  be  a  Stake  of  Zion."  Joseph 
Smith,  April  8,  1844,  D.  H.  C.  v6:p320. 

The  organization  of  the  Seattle  Stake  on  July  31  was 
in  accordance  with  this  divine  instruction  of  near  a 
hundred  years  ago.  A  spiritual  feast  was  enjoyed 
by  all  who  had  gathered  at  Seattle  for  this  important 
occasion.  Especially  were  we  blessed  by  the  presence 
of  our  beloved  President  Heber  J.  Grant,  also  Apostle 
Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  his  wife,  and  our  dear  President 
and  Sister  Nibley.  Throughout  the  three  days  including 
the  missionary  banquet,  conference  meetings,  and  mis¬ 
sionary  counsels  there  was  a  rich  outpouring  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries,  several  people 
have  been  brought  into  the  Church  during  the  past 
month.  Among  these  are  Avena  Hill,  Beth  Johnson, 
and  Earl  Modin  Jr.,  who  were  baptized  on  August  7th, 
by  Elder  Grant  Johnson. 

Elders  Richey  and  Fitzgerald  have  just  completed  a 
tour  of  the  district  and  find  that  the  missionaries  are 
pushing  the  work  with  more  than  usual  vigor.  Es¬ 
pecially  is  this  true  in  the  matter  of  cottage  meetings 
and  time  spent  with  people  who  are  investigating  our 
principles.  We  are  looking  forward  to  baptizing  many 
of  them  in  the  near  future. 

We  pray  that  we  may  always  be  found  striving  to 
do  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  he  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  efforts,  and  that  we  will  be  successful 
in  bringing  many  souls  unto  him. 

SOUTH  OREGON  DISTRICT:  -Devem  J.  Rasmussen, 
President,  17  Pine  St.,  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon. 

"And  any  man  that  shall  go  and  preach  this  Gospel 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  fail  not  to  continue  faithful  in 
all  things,  shall  not  be  weary  in  mind,  neither  dark¬ 
ened,  neither  in  body,  limb  nor  joint;  and  a  hair  of 
his  head  shall  not  fall  to  the  ground  unnoticed.  And 
they  shall  not  go  hungry,  neither  athirst."  Doc.  and 
Cov.  84:80. 

This  month  the  Elders  of  the  district  have  received  a 
corroboration  of  this  divine  promise  as  a  result  of  their 
experiences  while  traveling  in  the  rural  districts  without 
purse  or  scrip.  They  went  out  depending  upon  their 
Heaevnly  Father  and  are  witnesses  to  the  fact  that  he 
does  provide  for  those  who  place  their  trust  and  faith 
in  him.  Their  testimonies  received  greater  strength, 
and  they  rejoice  that  they  are  engaged  in  his  service. 

During  this  month  several  souls  entered  the  water 
of  baptism.  In  Burns,  Elder  Spendlove  baptized  Evelyn 
Evadine  Stewart,  Everett  Le  Ray  Stewart,  James  Orval 
Cason,  Jacqueline  Nora  Giles,  Fenton  Wayne  Skidmore, 
Una  Bernice  Skidmore,  May  Beatrice  Robertson,  and 
Dora  Yvonne  Robertson.  Elder  Owen  baptized  Norma 
Lucille  Lewis  from  Reedsport,  Oregon.  In  Klamath 
Falls,  Oregon,  Elder  McCann  baptized  Andrew  George 
Naylor,  Lee  Ree  Dahle  and  James  Lee  Griggs.  We 
heartily  welcome  these  good  people  into  the  Master's 


fold,  and  pray  that  they  may  always  realize  that  they 
have  taken  up  the  banner  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
May  they  bear  it  faithfully. 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT Percy  L.  Collyer,  President, 
Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

"And  ye  shall  go  forth  in  the  power  of  my  Spirit, 
preaching  my  gospel,  two  by  two,  and  in  my  name, 
lifting  up  your  voices  as  with  the  sound  of  a  trump, 
declaring  my  word  like  unto  angels  of  God.  And  ye 
shall  go  forth  baptizing  with  water,  saying:  Repent  ye, 
repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  — 
Doc.  &  Cov.  42:6,  7.  This  is  our  calling  as  mission¬ 
aries  today,  just  as  it  was  the  calling  of  missionaries  a 
century  ago,  given  through  revelation  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith. 

Two  by  two,  the  Elders  of  the  Spokane  District,  are 
profitably  utilizing  their  time  doing  extensive  "country 
work,"  getting  into  ihe  more  remote  sections  that  are 
practically  impassable  in  other  seasons  of  the  year. 
Much  good  has  been  accomplished  this  past  month  by 
our  worthy  Elders  in  these  rural  districts,  and  many 
faith-promoting  experiences  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
Saints  as  well  as  the  Elders  as  a  result,  and  ihe 
merciful  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  witnessed  many 
times. 

Elders  Collyer  and  Holyoak  journeyed  into  the  south¬ 
ern  sections  of  the  district,  and  on  the  14th  of  August 
they  organized  the  Orofino  Sunday  School,  at  Orofino, 
Idaho.  Temporary  officers  and  teachers  were  instated. 
This  makes  a  total  of  four  small  schools  organized  this 
summer  and  we  have  prospects  of  two  more  that  will 
be  perfected  very  shortly. 

In  Wallace,  Idaho,  on  the  7th  of  August,  Elder  Hall 
had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  James  Talmadge  and 
Brother  Talmadge's  daughter,  Bernice.  Also  with  joy 
Elder  Moulton,  in  Kalispell,  Montana,  baptized  Brother 
John  Deponsier  Ballyntine.  We  earnestly  welcome  these 
fine  converts  into  the  fold,  and  our  hearts  rejoice 
in  this  great  step  they  have  taken. 

This  great  Kingdom  is  truly  rolling  forth  in  these 
latter  days.  Our  field  is  truly  white  already  to  harvest, 
and  we  do  realize  that  "Whoso  desireth  to  reap  let 
him  thrust  in  his  sickle  with  his  might,  and  reap  while 
the  day  lasts  that  he  may  treasure  up  for  his  soul 
everlasting  salvation  in  the  Kingdom  of  God."  What 
a  joy  it  is  to  be  a  missionary  and  we  express  our  ap¬ 
preciation  for  this  privilege. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT Marvin  Perry,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  West  10th,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone 
that  believeih."  These  v/ords  spoken  in  ancient  limes 
by  the  Apostle  Paul  are  the  sentiments  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  this  district.  Every  missionary  is  laboring 
with  his  might  to  bring  the  message  of  the  true  Gospel 
to  the  people  who  are  still  in  darkness. 

A  very  impressive  baptismal  service  was  held  in  the 
Vancouver  Chapel  this  month  at  which  Elder  Harrison 
Scott  baptized  three  children.  They  are  Harold  Edward 
Owen,  Myrtle  Louise  Hayrup  and  Joyce  Maurine  Rova. 
They  were  confirmed  members  of  the  Church  following 
the  baptism.  We  welcome  them  info  the  fold. 

Elders  Scott  and  Nielsen  are  doing  a  fine  work  in 
New  Westminster,  B.  C.  They  are  having  much  suc¬ 
cess  with  the  Books  of  Mormon  they  have  loaned. 
Many  people  are  interested  in  the  Gospel  and  are 
opening  their  homes  to  Ihe  missionaries. 

Elders  McKinley  and  Bagwell  have  just  returned  from 
a  short  country  trip  without  purse  or  scrip  and  report 
they  had  many  pleasing  experiences.  But  they  are 
glad  to  be  back  at  Victoria  again  where  they  are 
putting  forth  every  effort  to  build  up  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  They  have  been  rewarded  for  their  efforts  by 
having  many  cottage  meetings  with  investigators. 

Elders  Wilson,  Hall,  Hamblin,  and  Perry  are  laboring 
in  Vancouver  and  are  having  many  wonderful  ex¬ 
periences.  They  are  having  much  success  with  ihe 
slides  which  are  opening  the  homes  for  cottage  mee!- 
ings.  They  are  thankful  for  the  success  they  are 
having. 

Truly  this  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  it  is 
progressing  very  rapidly  in  this  district. 
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YAKIMA  DISTRICT :  -  Clarence  Samuelson,  President, 
314  Mission  Si.,  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

This  month  has  been  one  or'  many  interesting  activi¬ 
ties.  Elders  Samuelson  and  Olsen  made  a  complete 
tour  of  the  district  and  visited  each  branch  and  Sunday 
School.  They  report  that  each  organization  is  doing  a 
fine  work  and  that  in  general  the  membership  is  work¬ 
ing  harmoniously  together.  The  contemplated  Sunday 
Schools  at  Wapato  and  Klickitat  are  nearing  the  time 
when  they  will  be  fully  organized.  "Where  two  or 
more  or  gathered  together  in  my  name,  as  touching  one 
thing,  there  will  I  be  in  the  midst  of  them."  — D.  &  C. 
6:32.  In  fulfillment  of  this  promise  given  to  us  by  the 
Savior  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  these  Sunday 
Schools,  although  comparatively  small  in  numbers,  are 
truly  enjoying  a  rich  portion  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

On  Thursday,  July  28,  the  M.  I.  A.  chorus  of  Ellens- 
burg,  Washington,  under  the  direction  of  C.  Ray  Sabin, 
were  guests  of  Kittitas  Commercial  Club  for  an  hour's 
broadcast  over  radio  station  KPQ  of  Wenatchee.  Due 
to  the  many  requests  phoned  in,  an  additional  fifteen 
minutes  was  given  them.  "The  song  of  the  righteous 
is  a  prayer  unto  me,  and  it  shall  be  answered  with  a 
blessing  upon  their  heads."  — D.  &  C.  25:12.  This 
group  is  being  greatly  blessed  for  their  untiring  ef¬ 
forts. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  are  very  grateful  for 
the  privilege  we  had  of  attending  the  organization  of 
the  125th  Stake  of  Zion  in  Seattle,  Sunday,  July  31,  and 
of  the  association  with  President  Grant,  and  Elder 
Ballard  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles.  Their 
words  of  inspiration  were  welcomed  by  capacity  crowds 
during  the  three  sessions  of  conference.  The  words  of 
wisdom  that  fell  from  the  lips  of  these  two  great  men 
have  had  a  noticeable  effect  upon  the  work  of  the 
missionaries.  No  task  seems  too  large  or  too  difficult 
to  accomplish.  It  is  a  thrill  beyond  description  to  be 
able  to  associate  with  such  beloved  apostles  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  May  we  add  our  faith  and  prayers 
to  those  already  given  in  behalf  of  these  humble  men 
of  God  so  that  they  will  continue  to  be  blessed  with 
health,  strength,  and  wisdom  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  glorious  work  in  this  the  Dispensation  of  the  Full¬ 
ness  of  Times. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Florence  Nielson,  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah,  to  Office. 
Elva  Rasmussen,  from  Bear  River  City,  Utah,  to  Puget 
Sound  District. 

Maud  Sorenson,  from  Loa,  Utah,  to  Puget  Sound  Dist. 
Keith  MacDonald,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  Oregon. 
Belle  Searle,  from  Kalispell,  Montana,  to  Puget  Sound. 
TRANSFERS 

lone  Johnson,  from  Office  to  Spokane  District. 

Bertha  Howell,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Spokane  District. 
Elmer  Hammerschmidt,  from  Spokane  to  Oregon  District. 
Perry  Johnson,  from  Puget  Sound  to  South  Oregon  Dist. 
Sarah  Darley,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Oregon  District. 
Evan  Jackson,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Warren  Stewart,  from  Great  Falls  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Bennett  O'Donnell,  from  South  Oregon  to  Puget  Sound. 
RELEASES 

Lois  Tueller,  of  Oregon  — Home,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Esther  Eldredge,  of  Oregon  Dist. -Home,  Sterling,  Idaho. 
Edna  Reeder,  of  Office  — Home,  Corrinne,  Utah. 

Bennett  Cash,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Priscilla  Rowland,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Logan,  Utah. 
Merle  Jones,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Boulder  City,  Nev. 
Nell  Ray,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Boulder  City,  Nev. 
Keith  Facer,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Dale  Fitzgerald,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Kamas,  Utah. 
Ruth  Adamson,  of  Oregon  Dist.— Home,  Sandy,  Utah. 
Venetta  Howell,  of  Oregon  Dist. -Home,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Venetta  Larsen,  of  Oregon  Dist. -Home,  Mt.  Pleasant,  U. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


Mormonism  teaches  that  men  do  not  walk  alone. 
There  are  always  among  us  personages  or  forces  from 
the  greater,  unseen  world,  which  has  ultimate  direction 
of  the  visible  world. -Dr.  John  A.  Widtsoe. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT:  -  A.  Dale  Monson, 
President. 

"Happiness  is  the  object  and  design  of  our  ex¬ 
istence/  and  will  be  the  end  thereof;  if  we  pursue 
the  path  that  leads  to  it;  and  this  path  is  virtue,  up¬ 
rightness,  faithfulness,  holiness  and  keeping  all  the 
commandments  of  God."  — Joseph  Smith. 

On  June  18  and  19  the  missionaries  and  Saints  had 
the  privilege  of  meeting  with  our  beloved  President, 

Elias  S.  Woodruff,  in  a  missionary  report  meeting. 
In  the  district  conference  that  followed  many  fine  ex¬ 
hortations  and  much  counsel  was  given,  bringing  en- 
lightment  and  spiritual  strength  to  all  in  attendance. 

"Inasmuch  as  parents  have  children  in  Zion  — that 

teach  them  not  to  understand  the  doctrine  of  re¬ 
pentance,  faith  in  Christ  the  Son  of  the  Living  God, 
and  of  baptism  and  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands  when  eight  years  of  age,  the  sin 
be  upon  the  heads  of  the  parents."  As  a  result  of 
correct  teachings  of  their  parents  and  by  baptism  we 
welcome  the  following  children  into  the  fold  of  Christ: 

William  Lee  McElhaney,  John  Moroni  Hubler,  Burke 

Junior  George,  and  Henrietta  Martin.  Our  prayer  is 
that  these  children  will  continue  to  grow  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge  and  come  to  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  Gospel  so  that  they  "will  have  life,  and  have  it 
more  abundantly." 

Sisters  Annie  Jarvis  and  Lucille  Lee  and  Elders 
Clarence  Bybee  and  Melville  Trimble  have  been  greatly 
blessed  while  discharging  their  responsibilities  of 
teaching  the  correct  principles  in  the  city  of  Tulsa. 
They  have  doubled  their  cottage  meetings  and  caused 
many  people  to  take  stock  of  themselves  and  look 
at  Mormonism  from  a  different  angle. 

Brother  Charlie  Price  and  Miss  Delphia  Martin,  both 
of  Eufaula,  were  married  by  Elder  Dale  Monson  on 
June  25.  On  August  7,  Sister  Lena  Winifred  Levings- 
ston  and  Mr.  David  Price  Montgomery,  both  of  Bar¬ 
tlesville,  were  married  by  Elder  Leo  Turnbow.  We 
wish  them  much  happiness  in  the  future. 

We  regret  the  death  of  Brother  L.  C.  Baxter's  wife 
Beulah  Baxter,  who  has  been  ill  the  past  five  months. 
Her  funeral  srevices  were  conducted  by  Elder  Clarence 
A.  Bybee  and  Elder  A.  Dale  Monson  on  August  12th, 
at  the  Moore  Funeral  Home  in  Tulsa.  Lovely  flowers 
were  given,  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends  at¬ 
tended  the  services  to  pay  their  respects.  We  pray 
the  Lord  to  bless  Brother  Baxter  and  other  loved  ones. 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  comfort  and  cheer  them,  with  the 
assurance  of  life  eternal. 

The  missionaries  report  good  health.  They  are  meet¬ 
ing  with  much  success  in  their  labors  and  enjoying  the 
spirit  of  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT :  -  Elliot  N.  Rowan,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you 
another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for¬ 
ever;  Even  the  Spirit  of  truth;  whom  the  world  can¬ 
not  receive,  because  it  seeth  him  not,  neither  knoweth 
him;  but  ye  know  him;  for  he  dwelleth  with  you, 
and  shall  be  in  you." -John  14:16-17. 

While  trading  one  day  Sisters  Bessie  Greenhalgh  and 
Margaret  Price  were  invited  into  the  home  of  a  lady. 
During  the  course  of  the  conversation  the  lady  stated 
that  although  she  has  been  a  Christian  all  of  her  life 
and  belonged  to  a  Protestant  Church,  she  felt  as  if 
she  did  not  have  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  that  she  wanted 
to  be  filled  with  that  Holy  Ghost  which  Peter  had 
promised  to  all  who  would  believe  in  Christ  and  be 
baptized.  She  wanted  that  Comforter  to  lead  her  into 
all  truth.  The  sisters  then  had  the  privilege  of  ex¬ 
plaining  to  her  by  Bible  references  how  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  bestowed.  They  pointed  out  to  her  how  Peter  and 
John  laid  their  hands  upon  the  heads  of  Philip's  con¬ 
verts  in  Samaria,  "that  they  might  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost  for  as  yet  He  was  fallen  upon  none  of  them; 
only  they  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus."  The  sisters  then  bore  testimony  unto  her 
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that  this  same  authority  which  Peter  and  John  held  was 
found  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
The  lady  was  very  interested  and  asked  the  sisters 
to  come  back  soon.  She  also  asked  them  to  have 
prayer  with  her  before  leaving. 

Elders  V.  Jarvis  Hailing  and  Lyle  Peterson  who  are 
traveling  in  the  country  report  that  they  are  meeting 
with  great  success.  They  have  been  making  friendly 
calls  on  the  mayors  of  the  towns  and  holding  success¬ 
ful  street  meetings  each  time  they  come  to  a  town. 

Elder  Lynn  Waters  has  been  leaching  the  Sunday 
School  class  of  the  young  married  folk  in  the  Christian 
Church  in  Clinton. 

President  Elliot  N.  Rowan  and  the  missionaries  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  held  a  very  successful  confer¬ 
ence  in  Wathena,  Kansas,  August  21. 

We  gladly  welcome  the  following  into  the  Church: 
Beldon  Williams,  baptized  by  Elder  Dwight  Smith; 
Charles  Carthra  Pinckerd,  baptized  by  Elder  Alvin  L. 
Ralphs;  Mary  Leish,  baptized  by  Elder  V.  Jarvis  Hailing. 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT  :-J.  Herbert  Wheeler,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"For  behold  the  field  is  white  already  to  harvest; 
and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in  his  sickle  with  all  his 
might  the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that  he  perisheth  not 
but  bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul." 

These  words  of  the  Lord  taken  from  the  fourth  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants —  verily  can  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  missionaries  and  their  field  of  labor  in 
Independence,  Kansas.  During  the  past  two  months 
nine  persons  have  entered  the  waters  of  baptism 
thereby  becoming  candidates  lor  the  Celestial  Kingdom 
of  God. 

Lela  May  James,  Eva  Myrtle  Lynn,  Virginia  Lucille 
Lynn,  Florence  Clyde  Ruth,  Virginia  Blanche  Bradford, 
Lawrence  Ralph  Bradford,  Ruth  Irene  Vaughn  and 
Noel  Clay  Vaughn  were  baptized  by  Elder  Stanford 
Gwilliam.  Ramona  Jean  Seals  also  took  this  important 
step -the  ordinance  being  performed  by  Elder  Harold 
D.  Cox.  We  welcome  these  penitent  people  into  the 
true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  pray  that  they  will 
serve  the  Lord  diligently,  always  being  "anxiously 
engaged  in  a  good  cause." 

Sisters  Verla  Hale  and  Leona  Cleverley  report  that 
they  are  holding  two  more  Primaries  weekly.  The 
lady  missionaries  are  to  be  commended  for  the  splendid 
manner  in  which  they  are  teaching  the  Gospel. 

Elder  Gwilliam  has  been  very  successful  with  the 
weekly  talks  he  is  giving  at  the  radio  station  in 
Coffeyville.  Much  favorable  comment  has  been  re¬ 
ceived.  The  true  value  of  the  radio  in  spreading  the 
Gospel  cannot  be  over  estimated. 

The  death  of  Brother  Lewis  Edwin  Hampton,  of  Hia¬ 
watha,  is  mourned  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him.  Although  Brother  Hampton  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Church  for  only  21  months,  he  held  the 
office  of  an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  which 
signifies  his  faithfulness  as  one  of  God's  chosen  ser¬ 
vants.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home 
with  President  Wheeler  in  charge.  Brother  Lawrence 
D.  Clark  was  the  principal  speaker  and  the  music  was 
furnished  by  Elders  Vernon  D.  Bankhead,  George  A. 
Clawson,  Edward  C.  Koelliker  and  J.  Herbert  Wheeler. 
Over  250  people  wer-e  in  attendance  to  pay  final 
tribute  to  our  departed  brother. 

A  new  tracting  district  has  been  opened  up  in  Fort 
Scott  where  Elders  Willis  and  Johnson  report  a  bet¬ 
ter  reception  of  the  Gospel  message.  Prospects  are 
promising  for  some  good  meetings  in  the  near  future. 

Elders  Stout  and  Clawson  report  much  joy  in  their 
labors  in  Hiawatha.  New  homes  are  being  opened  to 
them  and  a  prospective  bounteous  harvest  is  in  the 
making. 

Elders  Wheeler  and  Koelliker  recently  complete  a 
tour  of  the  district.  The  Lord's  work  is  progressing 
steadily, —  the  missionaries  display  a  greater  zeal  and 
determination  to  accomplish  the  righteous  purposes 
of  the  Lord  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard.  "Let  us  all 
press  on  I" 

SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT Alma  P.  Burton, 
President. 

At  our  district  presidents  convention  of  this  year 


President  John  H.  Taylor  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy 
was  in  attendance  and  he  assisted  President  Woodruff 
in  giving  much  valuable  information  in  the  carrying 
on  of  our  work  in  this  mission.  Among  other  things 
he  said  that  we  were  sent  out  not  only  to  plant  and 
to  water,  but  to  reap  a  harvest.  We  feel  this  was  a 
commission,  if  it  could  be  termed  as  such,  for  since 
that  time  we  have  truly  reaped  a  goodly  harvest. 

Since  our  last  report  sixteen  souls  have  entered  into 
the  Kingdom  of  God  through  the  waters  of  baptism. 
Those  complying  with  this  sacred  ordinance  are  as 
follows:  Brother  and  Sister  William  A.  Lawrence, 

Letha,  Bernice  and  Wanda  Lee,  Delbert  and  Alfred 
Swarnes,  Baxton  Baker,  Geneva  May  Watson,  Thomas  F., 
Ruby  Vern,  Thomas  F.  Jr.,  Charles  Richard,  William 
Edward  and  Gladys  Rosemary  Holderby  and  Vivian 
C.  Bond.  Several  Elders  participated  in  performance 
of  these  baptisms,  namely:  Elder  Girard  E.  Masure  of 
Rich  Hill,  and  Elders  Ross  D.  Holmes,  Louis  L.  Blood, 
Dan  L.  Waite,  Jesse  A.  Hurd  and  Alma  P.  Burton.  We 
welcome  these  good  people  into  the  Church  and  pray 
they  will  always  remember  and  keep  sacred  the  cove¬ 
nants  they  have  entered  into. 

For  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  been  afforded  the 
opportunity  of  presenting  weekly  programs  over  sta¬ 
tion  WMBH  in  Joplin  and  are  very  graieful  for  the 
services  of  the  Misses  Rosemond,  Billie  Ann  and  Patsy 
Hutto,  who  give  each  week  fifteen  minutes  of  singing. 
Many  people  listen  to  the  program  and  we  feel  confi¬ 
dent  it  is  doing  much  to  make  friends  in  this  vicinity. 

Three  members  have  passed  from  our  midst  this 
month,  and  though  we  mourn  their  leaving,  we  are 
sure  there  are  those  waiting  who  look  forward  to  their 
birth  into  the  next  existence.  Sister  Arvilla  Balfour 
of  Carthage,  Missouri,  passed  away  August  7th,  at  her 
home.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elders 
Leonard  Hardy  and  Dan  L.  Waite  who  spoke  words  of 
comfort  and  consolation  to  those  bsreav-sd.  The  musi¬ 
cal  numbers  were  rendered  by  the  Hutto  sisters.  Brother 
Thomas  Jefferson  Allen  Thomas  passed  away  August 
9th,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  ten  months.  He  was  an 
Elder  of  the  Joplin  Branch  and  during  his  time  as  a 
member  of  the  Church,  proved  very  helpful  in  the 
cause  of  the  Gospel.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
Joplin  Chapel  and  were  conducted  by  Pres.  Alma  P. 
Burton  in  cooperation  with  Pres.  Everett  J.  Fain  of 
the  Joplin  Branch.  The  Hutto  sisters  assisted  in  the 
services  rendering  three  musical  numbers.  Sister 
Amanda  C.  White,  of  Castle  Rock,  Missouri,  died  Aug¬ 
ust  14th,  following  a  long  period  of  illness.  The  ser¬ 
vices  were  conducted  by  Pres.  Alma  P.  Burton  in  the 
Hurlbut  Funeral  Home,  Joplin,  Missouri.  Sister  Lillian 
Camp  accompanied  by  her  daughter  Eldora  Camp, 
sang  two  solos.  In  each  of  the  three  services  many 
investigators  heard  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  by  word 
and  by  song. 

To  enable  the  members  of  Pittsburg  to  more  easily 
attend  conference,  Crawford  County  of  Kansas  has  been 
added  to  this  district.  At  present  the  work  is  being 
carried  on  and  Sunday  School  is  held  each  Sunday. 
Other  meetings  will  be  arranged  for  and  carried  out 
in  the  rear  future  so  that  the  Saints  of  that  vicinity 
can  have  more  participation  in  church  activities. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  spent  the  24th  of 
July  in  celebrating  with  Joplin  and  Webb  City  Branches 
at  Hatten  Park  in  Webb  City.  Games  and  swimming 
were  the  means  of  recreation.  This  was  followed  by  a 
picnic  after  which  each  missionary  was  called  on  to 
relate  an  event  connected  with  the  pioneers  and  their 
travels  that  concerned  his  ancestors.  Many  interest¬ 
ing  events  were  related  and  everyone  enjoyed  the  day 
spent  in  commemoration  of  the  great  event.  Missionary 
meeting  was  held  and  each  missionary  expressed  his 
joy  in  being  engaged  in  so  great  a  cause  and  testi¬ 
fied  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  our  every  accomp¬ 
lishment. 

President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  accompanied  by  his  son 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff  and  wife  of  Price,  Utah,  at¬ 
tended  our  district  conference  held  August  21st.  Three 
sessions  were  held,  one  each  in  Springfield,  Webb  City 
and  Joplin.  They  were  well  attended  and  the  instruc¬ 
tions  given  by  our  beloved  president  combined  with 
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the  reports  of  the  missionaries  and  others  constituted  a 
spiritual  least  and  caused  us  to  more  fully  realize 
the  privilege  that  is  ours  of  being  members  of  this 
Church. 

TRANSFERS 

John  A.  Samuelson,  from  Office  ot  West  Oklahoma. 
William  Jex,  from  West  Oklahoma  District  to  Office. 
Ross  Cook,  from  Arkansas  District  to  West  Kansas  Dist. 
LaVerl  Turnbow,  from  West  Kansas  District  to  Arkansas. 
Beatrice  Pay,  from  Missouri  District  to  West  Kansas. 
Lizzie  Thomas,  from  Missouri  District  to  Office. 

Leo  Turnbow,  from  Eact  Oklahoma  to  Independence. 
Truman  Lyman,  from  Independence  to  East  Oklahoma. 
Ross  D.  Holmes,  from  Southwest  Missouri  to  Office. 

El  Fonda  Swapp,  from  Southwest  Missouri  to  Office. 
Vernon  D.  Bankhead,  from  Office  to  Southwest  Missouri. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ross  D.  Holmes  — Mission  Commissarian. 

RELEASE 

Mary  Petersen —  Home,  Preston,  Idaho. 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 

LONDON  DISTRICT  :-Wm.  S.  Redd,  President,  203 
Rectory  St.,  London,  Ont. 

The  third  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  London  Dis¬ 
trict  was  held  August  11  and  12,  the  first  session 
in  Windsor  and  a  second  in  the  city  of  Chatham. 
The  theme  "Contributions  of  a  Latter-day  Prophet" 
was  well  carried  out. 

The  special  feature  of  the  conference  was  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  President  David  A.  Smith  who  arrived  in 
the  Canadian  Mission  on  the  10th  to  begin  a  'tour  of 
the  mission  with  President  Abel  S.  Rich  prior  to  as¬ 
suming  the  office  of  Mission  President. 

For  the  past  three  years  the  missionaries  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  kind  leadership  of  President  and  Sister 
Rich.  As  they  leave  to  take  up  their  mission  at  home 
we  say,  "May  God  ever  bless  them  in  every  pursuit 
of  life"  and  may  they  find  joy  in  the  continuance  of 
their  work  at  home. 

Reports  form  the  thirteen  missionaries  of  the  district 
show  that  the  work  is  going  ahead  in  this  part  of  the 
Lord's  vineyard.  In  the  city  of  Sarnia  the  Elders 
have  recently  made  arrangement  to  present  programs 
before  the  service  clubs.  In  Windsor  through  the 


diligent  efforts  of  the  lady  missionaries  there  have  been 
more  people  have  the  privilege  of  reading  the  Book  of 
Mormon  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  Canadian 
Mission. 

On  Thursday,  August  11,  a  dinner  in  honor  of  our 
departing  President  and  our  new  President  was  served 
at  the  William  Pitt  Hotel  in  Chatham. 

We  are  happy  in  our  work  and  feel  a  keen  desire  to 
go  forward  under  the  leadership  of  our  new  President. 
May  God  help  us  to  do  so  is  our  sincere  desire. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Harold  W.  Blackmore,  President, 
224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

The  progress  this  month  has  been  most  gratifying 
and  we  feel  to  rejoice  over  the  many  opportunities 
that  have  come  our  way. 

Elder  Barton,  Sister  Ashby  and  Sister  Brough  have  had 
unusual  success  with  their  broadcasts.  A  radio  play- 
write,  with  his  daughter  Kit  Johnson,  has  written  a 
series  of  three  half-hour  plays  which  portray  church 
history.  They  are  well  written  and  require  a  cast  of 
about  15  including  the  sound  producers.  These  are 
released  over  CKCH,  Hull  P.Q.  at  10  P.M.  each 
Wednesday  beginning  August  17. 

Elders  Blackmore,  Smith  and  Nelson  and  Sisters  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Anderson  have  operated  a  daily  Bible  school, 
which  has  proved  very  successful.  The  Primaries  are 
continuing  with  marked  success. 

A  baptismal  service  is  arranged  for  on  the  17th  of 
August  with  Elder  Barton  in  charge. 

A  great  deal  of  success  is  reported  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  their  tracting  and  showing  the  slides.  We  are 
anticipating  a  successful  conference  and  feel  to  thank 
the  Lord  for  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-LaVor  B.  Reed,  President,  36 
Ferndale  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

The  work  here  seems  to  be  progressing  very  fine. 
The  missionaries  feel  to  rejoice  over  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  conference  sessions  that  were  held  on  August 
14.  The  largest  crowd  that  has  ever  attended  one  of 
our  services  in  the  Canadian  Mission  was  present  at 
the  evening  session  of  our  conference.  A  farewell  for 
President  and  Sister  Rich  and  family  was  held  August 
17th,  at  which  there  was  a  real  large  attendance  of 
Saints  and  friends. 

Elder  Tanner  who  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis 
recently  is  recovering  rapidly.  Elder  Harper  is  carry¬ 
ing  the  work  on  in  Peterboro  and  vicinity  alone  until 
the  recovery  of  Elder  Tanner. 

The  Elders  in  Toronto  are  finding  success  in  tracting 
and  also  in  showing  the  picture  slides.  The  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  report  success  in  their  work  and  feel  that  they 
are  being  greatly  blessed. 


DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  HEED  IN  LONDON,  CANADA,  AUGUST  12.  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Seated  in  Front  Row:  Laurel  Hill,  Hazel  Anderson,  David  A.  Smith,  Incoming 
Mission  President;  Abel  S.  Rich.  Retiring  Mission  President;  Ellen  Rich,  Carma  Wilson. 

Second  Row:  Pres.  LaVor  B.  Reed,  Toronto  District;  Wm.  Smellie  Redd.  Elaine  Jacobs.  Mac. 
C.  Russell,  Edith  Jamison,  Newell  Dickson,  Lauretta  Stitt,  Wayne  Tippets.  Pres.  Newel  K.  Brown. 
London  District;  Donald  Bingham. 
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The  Elders  of  the  city  of  Toronto  are  making  visits 
to  the  Saints  in  the  outlying  district  regularly  and 
find  them  well  and  happy. 

We  greatly  regret  the  loss  of  President  Rich  and  fam- 
ily,  but  feel  to  rejoice  over  our  new  president,  David 
A.  Smith  and  family. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Elaine  Jacobs -From  Caldwell,  Alberta,  to  London  Dist. 
APPOINTMENT 

Catharine  Jex  — Y.  W.  M.  I.  A.  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Ellen  Rich  — Of  London  — Home,  Brigham  City,  Utah. 
Newel  K.  Brown -Of  London -Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 
Gladys  Dowdle  — Of  Montreal  — Home,  Rigby,  Idaho. 
Pres,  and  Sister  Rich -To  return  to  their  home  in 
Brigham  City,  Utah. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

SOUTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT Mont  G.  Kenney, 
President,  Box  152,  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota. 

We  are  given  to  rejoice  in  the  added  increase  in 
missionary  activity  manifest  by  our  associates  in  their 
fields  of  labor.  We  are  grateful  for  the  sustaining 
spirit  of  the  Lord  which  accompanies  our  efforts  and 
has  made  possible  our  present  successes.  Feeling  that 
the  greatest  blessings  come  from  membership  in  the 
Church  only  when  members  are  privileged  to  meet  to¬ 
gether  often  and  lead  their  own  organizations,  Sisters 
Delsa  Paulsen  and  Jennie  Hope  (associated  with  Elders  S. 
George  Ellsworth  and  Harvey  Broadbent  from  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Office)  are  now  holding  regular  Sunday  School 
meetings  each  Sunday  morning.  From  very  humble 
beginnings,  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  this  work  of 
beginning  a  branch  of  the  Church  in  North  Minneapolis 
has  grown,  and  we  feel  confident  that  success  will 
accompany  the  efforts  being  put  forth.  Elders  Ted 
McBride  and  LaGrand  Cordon  also  have  begun  with  the 
same  vision  and  in  Red  Wing  are  now  holding  Sunday 
School  with  their  investigators.  Great  joy  comes  to 
us  as  we  see  the  light  of  this  Gospel  beam  in  the  eyes 
and  countenances  of  those  who  receive  its  truths.  A 
recent  gathering  at  Faribault  at  the  home  of  one  of 
our  fine  investigator  families  brought  44  persons  par¬ 
ticipating,  30  of  whom  were  non-members.  Elders 
Lester  Whiting  and  George  Andrus,  conducting  these 
services,  are  hopeful  of  having  local  leadership  pre¬ 
side  over  the  organization  in  the  near  future. 

The  annual  Sunday  School  picnic  at  Owatonna  was 
an  occasion  for  joy  when  Saints  and  friends  from 
Rochester,  Mankato,  Faribault,  and  some  from  Minne¬ 
apolis  met  at  Mineral  Springs  Park.  Inspirational 
Sunday  School  services  were  held  in  the  morning  with 
preaching  services  in  the  afternoon  with  President 
David  A.  Broadbent,  and  Rochester  Branch  President 
John  Higgins,  and  Mankato  Branch  President-  J.  E.  Reed 
as  speakers. 

Elders  Mont  Kenney  and  Arvil  Wadley  recently  met 
the  program  director  of  the  Albert  Lea  Radio  Station, 
KATE,  during  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  arranged  for 
time  on  that  station.  Fifteen  minutes  each  Sunday 
afternoon  at  5:45  was  granted  and  the  programs  have 
been  produced  regularly  with  favorable  comment  — 
sermonettes  being  the  center  of  each  program's  mes¬ 
sage.  These  brethren  also  recently  concluded  a  visit 
to  some  of  the  scattered  members  and  investigators  left 
by  other  missionaries  in  older  fields  of  labor  and  re¬ 
port  that  these  people  in  Dassel,  Litchfield  and  Willmar 
are  enjoying  the  blessings  of  the  Lord.  On  Sunday, 
August  21,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Washington  Lake 
near  Dassel,  14  investigators  attended.  It  was  a  pleasing 
opportunity  to  offer  them  more  of  the  Gospel. 

Others  are  rejoicing  in  their  labors  as  well.  Sister 
Nellie  Taylor  and  LaPreal  Peterson,  besides  carrying 
forward  their  trading  projects  and  visits  to  investi¬ 
gators  are  offering  cheer  and  comfort  to  many  of  our 
members  who  come  from  the  ends  of  the  nation  to 


receive  medicaL  attention  at  the  famed  Mayo  Clinic. 
Elders  Thomas  Dyckes  and  Eldon  Crandall,  Elders  La- 
vaun  Owen  and  Don  Mumford  are  rejoicing  in  their 
country  efforts  as  they  hold  their  services  and  meet 
new  friends,  spreading  the  message  of  the  restored 
Gospel.  , 

MANITOBA  DISTRICT  :-J.  Nevin  Richards,  President, 
Ft.  Frances,  Ontario. 

Beginning  on  the  17th  of  August,  President  Richards 
and  Elder  Terrance  Hatch  made  a  tour  of  part  of  the 
district.  They  traveled  to  Kwnora,  thence  to  Winnipeg, 
Portage  la  Prairie,  Domain,  Clenora,  Rock  Lake,  and 
then  back  to  Fort  Frances  through  Winnipeg.  At 
Portage  la  Prairie,  where  a  Home  Sunday  School  was 
recently  organized,  two  fine  meetings  were  held,  which 
were  attended  by  eight  Saints  and  four  interested 
friends  whose  interest  has  been  aroused  through  the 
Home  Sunday  Service  and  its  sponsors.  This  is  an 
example  of  the  fine,  productive  work  that  can  be  done 
by  the  isolated  members  through  the  use  of  the  Home 
Sunday  Service.  The  future  looks  promising  for  this* 
vicinity. 

At  Domain,  Manitoba,  another  Home  Sunday  Service 
is  being  planned  for  the  winter,  as  is  also  one  at  Glenora. 
At  the  latter  place,  the  Elders  found  an  investigator 
who  is  doing  some  home-missionary  work.  He  is 
earnestly  studying  the  Gospel  and  as  fast  as  he  gets 
a  pamphlet  or  learns  a  point  of  Mormon  faith,  he 
passes  it  on  to  his  friends.  Already  he  has  succeeded 
in  interesting  a  friend  in  nearby  Rock  Lake,  and 
through  him  others  are  hearing  of  "Mormonism  and 
are  beginning  to  investigate  it."  A  fine  future  field 
for  missionary  work  is  opening  up  here,  all  through 
the  efforts  of  one  who  has  "been  warned"  and  is  now 
"warning  his  brother."  At  Rock  Lake,  the  Elders  have 
been  offered  the  free  use  of  a  park  and  assembly  hall 
for  their  meetings  whenever  they  wish.  The  owner  of 
th  park  was  met  by  the  Elders  as  they  were  returning 
from  Glenora,  who  talked  with  them  for  two  hours, 
then  took  them  in  his  car  to  the  next  city,  exacting 
a  promise  that  they  would  return  and  talk  with  him 
again  soon.  In  the  meantime,  he  is  taking  up  the 
study  of  Mormonism.  The  work  at  Winnipeg  was 
pursued  with  an  eye  to  giving  the  branch  members 
the  vision  of  their  opportunities  and  obligations  as 
members  of  God's  Church.  They  are  beginning  to  see 
that  the  success  of  the  organization  depends  upon  the 
activity  of  the  individual,  and  that  the  local  Priest¬ 
hood  must  shoulder  the  work  of  the  branch.  New 
vision  is  had  and  plans  relaid  for  greater  and  smoother 
progress  in  the  future  in  these  lines.  Among  these 
plans  are,  more  regular  and  efficient  block  teaching, 
planning  of  meetings  to  allow  every  branch  member 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  himself,  work  of  the 
priesthood  in  caring  for  the  physical  plant  of  the 
church  and  keeping  it  attractive  for  visitors,  home- 
missionary  work  in  the  Sunday  School  and  M.  I.  A. 
Many  interesting  people  were  met  during  the  trip, 
among  whom  was  one  who  paid  tribute  to  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple  in  these  words:  "It  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
architecture  on  the  American  Continent."  As  he  is 
himself  a  construction  engineer  and  builder,  his  tribute 
is  respectfully  and  thankfully  received. 

Elders  Dowdle  and  Smith,  at  Rainy  River  have  been 
the  means  of  strengthening  the  Bergland  Branch  by 
helping  its  leaders  plan  their  future  work  for  greater 
individual  activity,  and  helping  them  put  into  action 
their  block-teaching  system.  These  Elders  have  also 
built  up  a  successful  Sunday  School  at  Sleemans,  On¬ 
tario,  which  is  interesting  outsiders  in  the  message  of 
Mormonism.  So  far  advanced  is  it  that  it  is  planned 
to  make  it  a  self-sustaining  organization  and  free  the 
hands  of  the  missionaries.  These  Elders  have  almost 
finished  their  project  at  Rainey  River,  and  can  quite 
truthfully  say  that  a  successful  summer  finds  the  Lord's 
work  further  advanced  there. 

The  Fort  Frances  project  is  moving  ahead  with  sure 
and  effective  steps.  Weekly  meetings  are  being  held 
and  have  been  for  the  past  five  weeks,  attendance 
at  which  has  averaged  from  14  to  17  investigators.  Con¬ 
siderable  interest  is  being  shown.  The  missionaries 
have  many  friends  and  the  town  as  a  whole  is  alive 
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lo  the  message  of  the  Church,  Chiefly  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  project  thus  far  are  Sisters  Pauline 
Black  and  Grace  McCook.  Their  intelligent  planning 
and  faithful  and  dvoted  work  are  helping  many  lo  a 
knowledge  of  greater  truth.  They  have  many  experi¬ 
ences  which  give  them  true  joy  in  their  work  and  are 
pressing  forward  eagerly.  It  is  planned  to  work  the 
city  of  International  Falls,  in  conjunction  with  this 
city  during  the  winter  months. 

Early  in  August,  President  Broadbent,  Sister  Broad- 
bent,  and  two  of  their  daughters  and  a  son-in-law  as 
visitors  came  into  the  district  lo  hold  district  con¬ 
ference.  Two  sessions  of  conference  and  a  missionary 
meeting  were  held  at  Bergland.  The  message  to  the 
Saints  was  one  of  industrious,  harmonious  living,  and 
Relief  Society  work  in  home  building. 

LAKE  DISTRICT  :-Avard  B.  Hall,  President,  1128 
Hammond  Avenue,  Superior,  Wisconsin. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Lake  District  recently  met  at 
Tower,  Minnesota,  in  a  conference  and  baptismal  ser¬ 
vice.  Four  children,  were  baptized  by  George  Bruneau, 
who  is  a  local  member  of  the  Priesthood.  The  chil¬ 
dren  are:  Russel  William  Berg,  Robert  Joseph  Flaim, 
and  Norman  Lyall  Bruneau. 

President  David  A.  Broadbent  met  with  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  two  very  spirited  missionary  meetings,  which 
were  held  in  a  beautiful  Spruce  tree  grove.  Here  in 
the  open  air  each  missionary  bore  strong  testimony  to 
the  Divinity  of  the  Gospel  and  also  reported  their  work 
and  their  plans  for  future  work.  President  Broadbent's 
message  was:  "Depend  upon  the  Lord;  let  him  help  us,- 
keep  ourselves  in  tune  with  him  so  that  his  spirit  might 
be  with  us  at  all  times  and  lead  us  in  the  things  that 
we  should  do  and  say."  Each  missionary  left  the 
conference  with  new  determination  to  make  more  op¬ 
portunities  to  present  our  message  lo  more  people. 

Sisters  Leone  Chadwick  and  Ruby  Durrani  are  doing 
a  fine  piece  of  work  in  Duluth  with  three  Primaries 
and  a  large  group  of  investigators.  Sisters  Grace 
Ogden  and  Clotele  Olson  are  carrying  out  some  fine 
work  in  Superior,  Wisconsin,  with  two  Primaries  and 
opening  up  a  new  project  for  the  lady  missionaries. 

Elder  Lester  Whiting,  just  received  from  South  Minne¬ 
sota,  will  pursue  his  labors  with  Elder  L.  A.  Gillett  in 
Fort  William  while  Elder  Brady  will  continue  his  ef¬ 
forts  with  Elder  King  in  Virginia.  All  projects  are 
progressing  very  well. 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT Karl  Martin,  President, 
Box  201,  Lewistown,  Montana. 

In  our  various  projects  we  are  happy  to  report  a 
noted  growth  and  are  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  his  many  blessings  that  we  have  been  permitted 
to  enjoy. 

Elders  Alfred  Zeyer  and  Elias  Jepsen  report  an  in¬ 
spirational  incident  that  occurred  in  Ekalaka  which  is  a 
small  country  town  that  the  Elders  have  been  work¬ 
ing  in  connection  with  the  Baker  projects.  Upon  re¬ 
turning  to  resume  their  trading  program  this  past  week 
they  were  greeted  by  a  young  man  who  had  been 
given  some  literature.  After  visiting  the  World's  Fair 
in  Chicago  and  seeing  our  church  display  presented 
there,  he  was  very  eager  to  read  the  literature  and 
had  found  it  to  coincide  with  his  personal  beliefs, 
though  not  taught  in  any  sectarian  denominations  he 
had  met.  After  retiring  to  the  Elders'  room  several 
hours  were  spent  in  a  Gospel  conversation  and  his 
desire  for  more  literature  was  satisfied.  He  staled 
that  his  plans  were  to  make  a  thorough  investigation 
of  Mormonism  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  be  one  with 
us  in  the  near  future. 

While  hitch-hiking  Elder  Elwood  Wilkins  caught  a 
ride  with  a  gentleman  who  was  very  interested  in  our 
missionary  system  of  teaching  the  Gospel.  Being  a 
college  graduate,  holding  a  masters  degree  in  archi¬ 
tecture,  he  expressed  the  thought  that  a  two-year  term 
as  a  missionary  does  more  for  the  individual  in  both 
the  educational  and  religious  fields  than  does  a  college 
education.  He  attributed  this  largely  to  our  humility  — 
not  making  merchandise  of  Christ's  Gospel. 

Recently  while  in  search  for  a  suitable  place  to  hold 
a  Primary  in  Lewistown,  the  mayor  directed  Elders 
Karl  Martin  and  Ralph  B.  Howard  to  Mr.  Ray  Wood, 


who  is  head  of  the  government  recreational  program  in 
this  vicinity  and  has  charge  of  the  Civic  Center  Build¬ 
ing.  Mx.  Wood,  learning  of  our  being  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries,  told  us  that  he  felt  somewhat  obligated  lo 
help  us  in  this  way  lo  show  his  great  appreciation 
for  the  courtesies  shown  him  last  summer  while  visit¬ 
ing  the  Temple  Square  and  other  points  of  interest  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  As  a  result  he  gave  us  permis¬ 
sion  to  use  this  building  every  Saturday  all  winter. 
He  also  expressed  his  desire  for  some  more  of  our 
literature  and  said  that  if  he  ever  joined  any  church 
it  would  be  ours  for  we  teach  principles  whereby  man¬ 
kind  will  really  gain  more  joys  through  living  it. 
Since  this  time  our  Primary  has  made  a  marked  growth 
in  this  building  under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Dorothy 
Tolman  and  Eulalia  Crane/  also  have  our  other  re¬ 
cently  established  organizations  in  this  project. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Amy  Wagstaff- Mission  Supervisor  of  Primaries. 

Victor  Waddoups-  President  Saskatchewan  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Delsa  Paulson,  from  North  Dakota  to  South  Minnesota. 
Jennie  Hope,  from  North  Dakota  to  South  Minnesota. 
David  W.  Smith,  from  Lake  to  South  Minnesota  Dist. 
Lester  Whiting,  from  South  Minnesota  lo  Lake. 

Wayne  Wardle,  from  Saskatchewan  to  North  Dakota. 
Wells  A.  McAllister,  from  Saskatchewan  to  Lake  Dist. 
Eugene  Jenks,  from  North  Dakota  to  Lake  District. 
RELEASES 

Orrin  S.  Ferrin,  of  North  Dakota -Home,  Thatcher,  Ariz. 
Loa  Allred  (short-term) -Home,  Spring  City,  Utah. 
Eulalia  Crane  (short-term),  of  Yellowstone  — Home,  Mink 
Creek,  Idaho. 

Dorothy  Tolman,  of  Yellowstone  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Robert  A.  Hellewell,  of  Saskatchewan -Home,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  Calif. 

Clyde  E.  Watson,  of  Saskatchewan -Home,  Thatcher, 
Ariz. 

S.  GEORGE  ELLSWORTH,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT Henry  J.  Skid¬ 
more,  President,  99  Elliotl  Si.,  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

"Go  in  all  meekness  and  sobriety  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified/  not  to  contend  with  others 
on  account  of  their  faith  or  systems  of  religion,  but 
pursue  a  steady  course."  This  timely  advice  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  has  been  our  guide  in  missionary 
work  this  summer,  and  we  have  made  many  friends, 
among  both  clergy  and  laymen  of  various  other 
churches.  These  people,  through  association  with  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  church  members,  are  being  led  to  a  fuller, 
more  complete  realization  of  the  Gospel,  and  all  that 
it  implies.  This  knowledge  of  the  functions  and  the 
fruits  of  the  Church  should  eventually  ripen  into  faith 
in  the  divinity  of  its  origin,  and  the  efficacy  of  its 
laws  and  ordinances. 

Miss  Joan  Naylor  was  baptized  a  member  of  the 
Church,  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  Saturday,  July  16. 

She  was  confirmed  by  Pres.  Rudger  Clawson,  July  17th, 
at  a  district  conference,  at  which  President  and  Sister 
Clawson,  and  President  and  Sister  Eyring  were  visitors. 
This  conference  was  one  of  a  series,  held  throughout 
the  New  England  States,  as  the  Clawson's  were  touring 
this  mission. 

The  West  Massachusetts  missionaries  were  among  those 
who  attended  the  missionary  training  course,  and  con¬ 
ference  held  at  the  Smith  Memorial  Farm,  in  Vermont. 
This  week,  spent  on  that  sacred  spot  was  inspiring  and 
beneficial  to  every  missionary  present,  and  we  carried 
a  spirit  of  renewed  enthusiasm  back  with  us  to  our 
districts. 

With  the  friends  and  contacts  made  this  summer,  we 
are  looking  forward  to  a  fall  and  winter  of  active,  and 
effective  work. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT  :-J.  Norris  Larsen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  715  Westminster  St.,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Rhode  Island  District  feel  that 
the  work  of  the  Lord  is  slowly  but  surely  going  forward. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  three  advancements  in  the 
Priesthood  were  made  in  the  Fall  River  Branch  and  also 
three  in  the  Providence  Branch.  It  is  good  to  see  the 
young  men  in  our  branches  being  active  in  the  Church. 

During  the  summer  months  Elders  Arlo  F.  Johnson, 
Dean  R.  Bingham,  and  Jay  H.  Henderson  have  been 
laboring  in  Washington,  Rhode  Island.  No  Elders  have 
ever  located  there  previous  to  this  time.  They  report 
having  quite  good  success  in  talking  with  the  people  of 
that  locality.  Numerous  cottage  meetings  have  been 
held  during  the  time  they  have  been  there. 

Sisters  Day  and  Allphin  have  organized  a  Primary  in 
New  Bedford  which  has  been  quite  succesful.  They 
have  nine  little  girls  enrolled. 

Four  children  in  the  district  having  reached  the  age 
of  accountability  were  baptized  this  months  as  follows: 
Ivah  Mae  Marchant  by  Thomas  Houghton,  President  of 
the  New  Bedford  Branch,-  and  Martin  Paul  Stephans, 
Robert  Alvin  Johnson,  and  Kenneth  William  Barber  by 
Elder  J.  Norris  Larsen.  Many  of  the  Saints  and  friends 
attended  both  services. 

The  New  Bedford  Saints  held  a  branch  picnic  one 
afternon  at  Fort  Phoenix.  The  Providence  Branch  held 
their  summer  outing  the  latter  part  of  July  at  Cumber¬ 
land  Hills.  Both  functions  were  enjoyed  by  all  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT: -Dari  Andersen,  President,  Box 
303,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 

The  Vermont  District  has  been  a  place  of  many  ac¬ 
tivities  during  the  past  month.  It  is  our  good  pleasure 
to  have  with  us  President  Rudger  Clawson  of  the 
Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  who  spoke  to  us  at  a  special 
meeting  held  at  the  Joseph  Smith  Memorial  Cottage. 

Some  sixty  missionaries  of  the  New  England  Mission 
enjoyed  a  five  day  spiritual  feast  at  the  birthplace  of 
our  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  which  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  all  those  who  attended. 

Elders  Wise  and  Robinson  from  Rutland  and  Elders 
Dalton  and  Andersen  from  Morrisville  were  called  to 


the  Memorial  Farm  to  act  as  guides  for  350  visitors  who 
were  attending  a  Jersey  Breeder  Convention.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  kept  busy  during  the  entire  day  ex¬ 
plaining  th  beautiful  monument  and  the  outstanding  life 
of  Joseph  Smith  to  the  curious  visitors.  During  a 
short  program  there  Governor  Aiken  of  Vermont  paid 
complimentary  tribute  to  "Joseph  Smith,  the  martyr," 
and  to  Utah,  its  fine  people  and  their  methods  of  gov¬ 
ernment.  Other  outstanding  men  also  spoke  favorably 
of  the  Mormon  people. 

We  feel  proud  that  our  Church  is  setting  an  example 
that  will  reach  the  admiration  of  our  nations  leading 
men. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT Chester  A.  Becraft, 
President,  3  South  Spring  Street,  Concord,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire. 

The  missionaries  of  the  New  Hempshire  District  were 
privileged  to  have  President  Rudger  Clawson,  of  the 
Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  attend  the  first  of  a  series  of 
twelve  conferences  here  in  the  past  two  months.  Since 
the  conference  the  missionary  staff  of  this  district  has 
been  increased  to  six,  instead  of  the  usual  four.  The 
new  arrivals  are  Elders  Ralph  Swalberg  and  Eldon 
Whittaker,  who  are  to  work  in  Exeter  for  the  time  being. 

A  great  deal  of  satisfaction  has  been  expresed  by 

the  missionaries  in  regards  to  the  general  conference 

that  was  held  at  the  birthplace  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 

Smith  in  Vermont,  and  those  who  are  going  to  be  able 
to  attend  are  looking  forward  to  the  same  next  year. 

We  of  this  district  bid  farewell  to  Elder  Stoddard  and 
Sister  Higbee,  who  have  been  transferrd  and  we  wish 
to  thank  them  for  their  fine  work.  We  also  wish  to 
greet  those  who  took  their  places,  Elder  Haynie  and 
Sister  Scorrup.  A  great  deal  of  progress  has  been 

shown  in  the  district  in  the  past  two  months  and  we 
feel  confident  that  our  prayers  have  been  heard  and 
answered. 

"Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight 
of  God/  For  behold  the  Lord  your  redeemer  suffered 
death  in  the  flesh/  wherefore  he  suffered  the  pain  of  all 
men,  that  all  men  might  repent  and  come  unto  him." 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Mission  Secretary. 


THE  FRUITS  OF  MORMONISM 
By  Donald  C.  Thoresen,  East  Central  States  Mission 

While  sitting  at  breakfast  a  young  voice  was  heard, 
"Grandma,  the  Elders  said  good  Mormons  don't  drink 
coffee,  and  I  haven't  for  a  week.  If  you're  going  to 
be  baptized  and  be  a  Mormon,  when  are  you  going 
to  quit?"  Grandmother  smiled  on  the  chil4  and  said, 
"I'm  going  to  quit  right  now,  darling.  Truly  'a 
little  child  shall  lead  them,'  "  she  exclaimed. 

In  the  same  peaceful  household  the  Elders  came  late 
one  evening  to  spend  the  night.  They  found  Grandpa 
sitting  beneath  the  lamp  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
They  were  asked  to  sit  down  and  answer  some  ques¬ 
tions  which  they  did  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Then 
with  the  firmness  of  a  monarch  and  the  humility  of  a 
child  he  said,  "I'm  ready  to  accept  the  Gospel  and  be 
baptized,  and  when  I  make  a  covenant  with  the  Lord 
I'll  keep  it  I" 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  P.  Murphy  and  their  two  grand¬ 
children  have  been  baptized.  They  have  provided  a 
lovely  place  where  the  Elders  hold  meetings  every 
Sunday  evening.  There  also  is  held  a  Primary  of  25 
children.  Brother  Murphy  (a  habitual  user  of  tobacco 
for  50  years)  is  now  free  from  the  habit.  Sitser  Murphy 
no  longer  serves  coffee  to  her  family.  They  are  plan¬ 
ning  and  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  they  shall 
be  able  to  go  to  the  Temple,  and  accept  more  of  the 
blessings  which  the  Lord  has  in  store  for  them. 


PRIESTHOOD  -  HOW  OBTAINED 
By  Wayne  Taylor,  California  Mission 

"The  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  powers  of  Heaven."  Doc. 
and  Cov.  121 :36. 

We  should  know  by  what  right  men  hold  the  Priest¬ 
hood.  To  establish  divine  authority  one  who  ordains 
another  to  the  Priesthood  should  have  a  chain  of  evi¬ 
dence  going  back  to  the  Lord  or  to  His  messengers, 
from  whom  all  such  authority  must  come.  Let  us, 
therefore,  start  in  our  inquiry  with  Levi,  after  whom 
the  Levitical  Priesthood  was  named. 

Levi  was  the  third  of  twelve  sons  of  the  Patriarch 
Jacob  or  Israel,  who  had  received  blessings  and  au¬ 
thority  direct  from  the  Lord.  His  descendants  were  set 
apart  specifically  for  the  service  of  God.  Among  his 
descendants  was  Moses  who  grew  up  in  the  house  of 
Pharaoh,  the  King  of  Egypt.  When  Moses  later  went 
into  the  desert  to  dwell  with  Jethro,  the  priest  of 
Midian,  he  received  a  revelation  from  the  Lord  and 
was  commissioned  to  lead  the  children  of  Israel  out 
of  Egypt  to  Palestine  or  Canaan.  When  Moses  asked 
the  Lord  by  what  authority  he  should  go  to  the  people 
of  Israel,  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Thus  shall  thou  say 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  The  Lord  God  of  your 
fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob,  hath  sent  me  unto  you/' 
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RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT  :-J.  Norris  Larsen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  715  Westminster  Si.,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Rhode  Island  District  feel  that 
the  work  of  the  Lord  is  slowly  but  surely  going  forward. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  three  advancements  in  the 
Priesthood  were  made  in  the  Fall  River  Branch  and  also 
three  in  the  Providence  Branch.  It  is  good  to  see  the 
young  men  in  our  branches  being  active  in  the  Church. 

During  the  summer  months  Elders  Arlo  F.  Johnson, 
Dean  R.  Bingham,  and  Jay  H.  Henderson  have  been 
laboring  in  Washington,  Rhode  Island.  No  Elders  have 
ever  located  there  previous  to  this  time.  They  report 
having  quite  good  success  in  talking  with  the  people  of 
that  locality.  Numerous  cottage  meetings  have  been 
held  during  the  time  they  have  been  there. 

Sisters  Day  and  Allphin  have  organized  a  Primary  in 
New  Bedford  which  has  been  quite  succesful.  They 
have  nine  little  girls  enrolled. 

Four  children  in  the  district  having  reached  the  age 
of  accountability  were  baptized  this  months  as  follows: 
Ivah  Mae  Marchant  by  Thomas  Houghton,  President  of 
the  New  Bedford  Branch;  and  Martin  Paul  Stephans, 
Robert  Alvin  Johnson,  and  Kenneth  William  Barber  by 
Elder  J.  Norris  Larsen.  Many  of  the  Saints  and  friends 
attended  both  services. 

The  New  Bedford  Saints  held  a  branch  picnic  one 
afternon  at  Fort  Phoenix.  The  Providence  Branch  held 
their  summer  outing  the  latter  part  of  July  at  Cumber¬ 
land  Hills.  Both  functions  were  enjoyed  by  all  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT: -Dari  Andersen,  President,  Box 
303,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 

The  Vermont  District  has  been  a  place  of  many  ac¬ 
tivities  during  the  past  month.  It  is  our  good  pleasure 
to  have  with  us  President  Rudger  Clawson  of  the 
Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  who  spoke  to  us  at  a  special 
meeting  held  at  the  Joseph  Smith  Memorial  Cottage. 

Some  sixty  missionaries  of  the  New  England  Mission 
enjoyed  a  five  day  spiritual  feast  at  the  birthplace  of 
our  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  which  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  all  those  who  attended. 

Elders  Wise  and  Robinson  from  Rutland  and  Elders 
Dalton  and  Andersen  from  Morrisville  were  called  to 


the  Memorial  Farm  to  act  as  guides  for  350  visitors  who 
were  attending  a  Jersey  Breeder  Convention.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  kept  busy  during  the  entire  day  ex¬ 
plaining  th  beautiful  monument  and  the  outstanding  life 
of  Joseph  Smith  to  the  curious  visitors.  During  a 
short  program  there  Governor  Aiken  of  Vermont  paid 
complimentary  tribute  to  "Joseph  Smith,  the  martyr," 
and  to  Utah,  its  fine  people  and  their  methods  of  gov¬ 
ernment.  Other  outstanding  men  also  spoke  favorably 
of  the  Mormon  people. 

We  feel  proud  that  our  Church  is  setting  an  example 
that  will  reach  the  admiration  of  our  nations  leading 
men. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT Chester  A.  Becrafi, 
President,  3  South  Spring  Street,  Concord,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire. 

The  missionaries  of  the  New  Hampshire  District  were 
privileged  to  have  President  Rudger  Clawson,  of  the 
Quorum  of  the  Twelve,  attend  the  first  of  a  series  of 
twelve  conferences  here  in  the  past  two  months.  Since 
the  conference  the  missionary  staff  of  this  district  has 
been  increased  to  six,  instead  of  the  usual  four.  The 
new  arrivals  are  Elders  Ralph  Swalberg  and  Eldon 
Whittaker,  who  are  to  work  in  Exeter  for  the  time  being. 

A  great  deal  of  satisfaction  has  been  expresed  by 

the  missionaries  in  regards  to  the  general  conference 

that  was  held  at  the  birthplace  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 

Smith  in  Vermont,  and  those  who  are  going  to  be  able 
to  attend  are  looking  forward  to  the  same  next  year. 

We  of  this  district  bid  farewell  to  Elder  Stoddard  and 
Sister  Higbee,  who  have  been  transferrd  and  we  wish 
to  thank  them  for  their  fine  work.  We  also  wish  to 
greet  those  who  took  their  places,  Elder  Haynie  and 
Sister  Scorrup.  A  great  deal  of  progress  has  been 

shown  in  the  district  in  the  past  two  months  and  we 
feel  confident  that  our  prayers  have  been  heard  and 
answered. 

"Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight 
of  God;  For  behold  the  Lord  your  redeemer  suffered 
death  in  the  flesh;  wherefore  he  suffered  the  pain  of  all 
men,  that  all  men  might  repent  and  come  unto  him." 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Mission  Secretary. 


THE  FRUITS  OF  MORMONISM  PRIESTHOOD  -  HOW  OBTAINED 


By  Donald  C.  Thoresen,  East  Central  States  Mission 

While  sitting  at  breakfast  a  young  voice  was  heard, 
"Grandma,  the  Elders  said  good  Mormons  don't  drink 
coffee,  and  I  haven't  for  a  week.  If  you're  going  to 
be  baptized  and  be  a  Mormon,  when  are  you  going 
to  quit?"  Grandmother  smiled  on  the  child  and  said, 
"I'm  going  to  quit  right  now,  darling.  Truly  'a 
little  child  shall  lead  them,'  "  she  exclaimed. 

In  the  same  peaceful  household  the  Elders  came  late 
one  evening  to  spend  the  night.  They  found  Grandpa 
sitting  beneath  the  lamp  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
They  were  asked  to  sit  down  and  answer  some  ques¬ 
tions  which  they  did  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Then 
with  the  firmness  of  a  monarch  and  the  humility  of  a 
child  he  said,  "I'm  ready  to  accept  the  Gospel  and  be 
baptized,  and  when  I  make  a  covenant  with  the  Lord 
I'll  keep  it!" 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  P.  Murphy  and  their  two  grand¬ 
children  have  been  baptized.  They  have  provided  a 
lovely  place  where  the  Elders  hold  meetings  every 
Sunday  evening.  There  also  is  held  a  Primary  of  25 
children.  Brother  Murphy  (a  habitual  user  of  tobacco 
for  50  years)  is  now  free  from  the  habit.  Sitser  Murphy 
no  longer  serves  coffee  to  her  family.  They  are  plan¬ 
ning  and  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  they  shall 
be  able  to  go  to  the  Temple,  and  accept  more  of  the 
blessings  which  the  Lord  has  in  store  for  them. 


By  Wayne  Taylor,  California  Mission 

"The  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  powers  of  Heaven."  Doc. 
and  Cov.  121:36. 

We  should  know  by  what  right  men  hold  the  Priest¬ 
hood.  To  establish  divine  authority  one  who  ordains 
another  to  the  Priesthood  should  have  a  chain  of  evi¬ 
dence  going  back  to  the  Lord  ot  lo  His  messengers, 
from  whom  all  such  authority  must  come.  Let  us, 
therefore,  start  in  our  inquiry  with  Levi,  after  whom 
the  Levitical  Priesthood  was  named. 

Levi  was  the  third  of  twelve  sons  of  the  Patriarch 
Jacob  or  Israel,  who  had  received  blessings  and  au¬ 
thority  direct  from  the  Lord.  His  descendants  were  set 
apart  specifically  for  the  service  of  God.  Among  his 
descendants  was  Moses  who  grew  up  in  the  house  of 
Pharaoh,  the  King  of  Egypt.  When  Moses  later  went 
into  the  desert  to  dwell  with  Jethro,  the  priest  of 
Midian,  he  received  a  revelation  from  the  Lord  and 
was  commissioned  to  lead  the  children  of  Israel  out 
of  Egypt  to  Palestine  or  Canaan.  When  Moses  asked 
the  Lord  by  what  authority  he  should  go  to  the  people 
of  Israel,  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "Thus  shall  thou  say 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  The  Lord  God  of  your 
fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob,  hath  sent  me  unto  you/' 
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Later  Moses  was  instructed  by  the  Lord  to  take 
Aaron  and  his  sons  from  among  the  children  of  Israel 
and  set  them  apart  as  priests.  The  promise  of  an  ever¬ 
lasting  .right  to  the  Priesthood,  now  called  the  Priest¬ 
hood  of  Aaron,  was  made  to  them.  This  was  to  be 
conditional,  of  course,  on  their  worthiness.  From  that 
time  on  the  descendants  of  Aaron  had  the  particular 
responsibility  of  service  in  the  Priesthood.  The  higher 
Priesthood  was  taken  away  from  the  people  when  Moses 
was  taken. 

About  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  Savior,  John  the 
Baptist  was  born.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Aaron  and 
his  father  held  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron/  this  Priesthood 
was  therefore  his  heritage,  but  although  it  was  his 
heritage  it  was  necessary  that  he  be  ordained.  While 
the  form  «  of  the  Priesthood  still  prevailed  among  the 
Jews,  they  had  lost  the  spirit  of  it.  So,  we  are  told, 
he  was  ordained  by  an  angel  of  God,  and  consecrated 
to  the  responsibility  of  preparing  the  way  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  held  the  keys  of 
this  authority.  His  entire  ministry  shows  that  he  was 
clothed  with  authority.  He  preached  faith,  repentance, 
and  baptism  for  the  Jews  who  had  apostatized  from 
the  way  of  the  Lord.  He  had  the  privilege  of  baptiz¬ 
ing  the  Savior.  Later  on  he  was  martyred  by  King 
Herod,  and  through  the  apostasy  from  the  Gospel  after 
the  time  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  the  authority  of  the 
Priesthood  was  taken  from  the  earth. 

Therefore  when  the  Gospel  was  to  be  restored  to 
earth,  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood  must  be  given 
first.  And  that  Priesthood  must  be  conferred  by  the 
one  who  held  the  keys  of  it.  In  all  consistency  John 
the  Baptist  appeared  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cow- 
dery  and  ordained  them  to  the  Priesthood  which 
he  bore.  This  he  did  on  the  15th  of  May,  1829. 

He  told  them  that  he  acted  under  the  direction  of 
Peter,  James  and  John  who  held  the  keys  of  the 
Melchizedek  or  higher  Priesthood  and  that  this  in  due 
time  should  be  conferred  upon  them.  Ere  long  the 
promise  was  fulfilled  and  so  was  complete  authority 
restored  to  man  to  act  on  earth  for  God.  By  direct 
ordination  has  this  authority  come  down  from  those  so 
divinely  commissioned  to  men  of  the  Priesthood  calling 
today. 


I  WANT  TO  WORK  FOR  FATHER 

By  Donald  C.  Thoresen,  East  Central  States  Mission 

I  want  to  work  for  Father, 

To  do  whate'er  I  can  — 

Bringing  to  my  brothers 
Our  Father's  wonderous  plan. 

To  tell  them  of  apostasy 
And  Restoration  too, 

And  how  our  God  created 
The  world  and  me  and  you. 

He  made  us  in  His  image  — 

In  the  likeness  of  His  Son; 

And  bids  us  follow  in  His  way  — 

The  course  that  He  has  run. 

From  here  we'll  go  to  Father, 

Returning  whence  we  came 
And  there  receive  our  glory, 

With  the  King  of  Kings  to  reign. 

I  want  to  work  for  Father 
And  travel  hill  and  dale, 

Helping  to  search  out  Israel 
And  show  them  through  the  veil. 

"Roses  are  Blooming  in  Picardy."  Get 
right  with  God  and  it  will  seem  as  though 
roses  are  blpoming  everywhere. 


ISRAEL'S  ELDERS 

By  Mrs.  Helen  Johnson,  DeSoto,  Mo. 

Oh,  how  pure,  how  sweet  the  soul/ 
How  great  and  deep  the  joy! 

Of  the  mother  who  points  and  says, 
"That  Elder  is  my  noble  boy.” 

Likewise,  a  Mormon  father 
Must  feel  the  thrill  of  pride 
When  he  sees  his  son  — an  Elder 
Stand  in  honor  by  his  side. 

If  you  have  known  an  Elder, 

You'll  know  just  what  I  mean,- 
For  mid  life's  trials  and  turmoil 
His  soul  remains  serene. 

Honesty  is  his  policy, 

Simplicity  is  his  air. 

An  Elder's  happy,  humble  heart 
Spreads  sunshine  everywhere. 

Elders  go  up  and  down  the  land. 
Always  two  together/ 

Never  cease  their  daily  toil, 
Regardless  of  the  weather. 

For  Christ,  who  died  upon  the  cross, 
They  give  whate'er  they  can. 

Two  years  they  spend  in  bringing 
Gospel  light  and  truth  to  man. 


CHOICE  BITS  OF  SCRIPTURE 


Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead, 

To  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and 
that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you, 

Who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
unto  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time. 

Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  sea¬ 
son,  if  need  be,  ye  are  in  heaviness  through  manifold 
temptations: 

Thai  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much  more  precious 
than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praise  and  honor  and  glory  at 
the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ: 

Whom  having  not  seen,  ye  love/  in  whom,  though 
now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory: 

Receiving  the  end  of  your  faith,  even  the  salvation 
of  your  souls.  — I  Peter  1:3-9. 


The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as 
some  men  count  slackness,-  but  is  longsuffering  to  us- 
ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all 
should  come  to  repentance. 

But  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
night/  in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with 
a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are  therein 
shall  be  burned  up. 

Seeing  then  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved, 
what  manner  of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy 
conversation  and  godliness. 

Looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God,  wherein  the  heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be 
dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat? 

Nevertheless  we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for 
new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  right¬ 
eousness. 

Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  that  ye  look  for  such 
things,  be  diligent  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in 
peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless.  — 2  Peter  3:9-14. 
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Later  Moses  was  instructed  by  the  Lord  to  take 
Aaron  and  his  sons  from  among  the  children  of  Israel 
and  set  them  apart  as  priests.  The  promise  of  an  ever¬ 
lasting  Tight  to  the  Priesthood,  now  called  the  Priest¬ 
hood  of  Aaron,  was  made  to  them.  This  was  to-  be 
conditional,  of  course,  on  their  worthiness.  From  that 
time  on  the  descendants  of  Aaron  had  the  particular 
responsibility  of  service  in  the  Priesthood.  The  higher 
Priesthood  was  taken  away  from  the  people  when  Moses 
was  taken. 

About  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  Savior,  John  the 
Baptist  was  born.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Aaron  and 
his  father  held  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron/  this  Priesthood 
was  therefore  his  heritage,  but  although  it  was  his 
heritage  it  was  necessary  that  he  be  ordained.  While 
the  form  -  of  the  Priesthood  still  prevailed  among  the 
Jews,  they  had  lost  the  spirit  of  it.  So,  we  are  told, 
he  was  ordained  by  an  angel  of  God,  and  consecrated 
to  the  responsibility  of  preparing  the  way  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  held  the  keys  of 
this  authority.  His  entire  ministry  shows  that  he  was 
clothed  with  authority.  He  preached  faith,  repentance, 
and  baptism  for  the  Jews  who  had  apostatized  from 
the  way  of  the  Lord.  He  had  the  privilege  of  baptiz¬ 
ing  the  Savior.  Later  on  he  was  martyred  by  King 
Herod,  and  through  the  apostasy  from  the  Gospel  after 
the  time  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  the  authority  of  the 
Priesthood  was  taken  from  the  earth. 

Therefore  when  the  Gospel  was  to  be  restored  to 
earth,  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood  must  be  given 
first.  And  that  Priesthood  must  be  conferred  by  the 
one  who  held  the  keys  of  it.  In  all  consistency  John 
the  Baptist  appeared  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cow- 
dery  and  ordained  them  to  the  Priesthood  which 
he  bore.  This  he  did  on  the  15th  of  May,  1829. 

He  told  them  that  he  acted  under  the  direction  of 
Peter,  James  and  John  who  held  the  keys  of  the 
Melchizedek  or  higher  Priesthood  and  that  this  in  due 
time  should  be  conferred  upon  them.  Ere  long  the 
promise  was  fulfilled  and  so  was  complete  authority 
restored  to  man  to  act  on  earth  for  God.  By  direct 
ordination  has  this  authority  come  down  from  those  so 
divinely  commissioned  to  men  of  the  Priesthood  calling 
today. 


I  WANT  TO  WORK  FOR  FATHER 

By  Donald  C.  Thoresen,  East  Central  States  Mission 

I  want  to  work  for  Father, 

To  do  whate'er  I  can  — 

Bringing  to  my  brothers 
Our  Father's  wonderous  plan. 

To  tell  them  of  apostasy 
And  Restoration  too, 

And  how  our  God  created 
The  world  and  me  and  you. 

He  made  us  in  His  image  — 

In  the  likeness  of  His  Son; 

And  bids  us  follow  in  His  way  — 

The  course  that  He  has  run. 

From  here  we'll  go  to  Father, 

Returning  whence  we  came 
And  there  receive  our  glory, 

With  the  King  of  Kings  to  reign. 

I  want  to  work  for  Father 
And  travel  hill  and  dale, 

Helping  to  search  out  Israel 
And  show  them  through  the  veil. 

"Roses  are  Blooming  in  Picardy.”  Gel 
right  with  God  and  it  will  seem  as  though 
roses  are  blooming  everywhere. 
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ISRAEL'S  ELDERS 

By  Mrs.  Helen  Johnson,  DeSoto,  Mo. 

Oh,  how  pure,  how  sweet  the  soul; 
How  great  and  deep  the  joy! 

Of  the  mother  who  points  and  says, 
"That  Elder  is  my  noble  boy.” 

Likewise,  a  Mormon  father 
Must  feel  the  thrill  of  pride 
When  he  sees  his  son  — an  Elder 
Stand  in  honor  by  his  side. 

If  you  have  known  an  Elder, 

You'll  know  just  what  I  mean,- 
For  mid  life's  trials  and  turmoil 
His  soul  remains  serene. 

Honesty  is  his  policy, 

Simplicity  is  his  air. 

An  Elder's  happy,  humble  heart 
Spreads  sunshine  everywhere. 

Elders  go  up  and  down  the  land. 
Always  two  together; 

Never  cease  their  daily  toil, 
Regardless  of  the  weather. 

For  Christ,  who  died  upon  the  cross, 
They  give  whate'er  they  can. 

Two  years  they  spend  in  bringing 
Gospel  light  and  truth  to  man. 


CHOICE  BITS  OF  SCRIPTURE 


Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead, 

To  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and 
that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you, 

Who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
unto  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  time. 

Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  sea¬ 
son,  if  need  be,  ye  are  in  heaviness  through  manifold 
temptations: 

That  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much  more  precious 
than  of  gold  that  perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praise  and  honor  and  glory  at 
the  appearing  of  Jesus  Christ: 

Whom  having  not  seen,  ye  love;  in  whom,  though 
now  ye  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory: 

Receiving  the  end  of  your  faith,  even  the  salvation 
of  your  souls.  — I  Peter  1:3-9. 


The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as 
some  men  count  slackness;  but  is  longsuffering  to  us- 
ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all 
should  come  to  repentance. 

But  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the 
night;  in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with 
a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are  therein 
shall  be  burned  up. 

Seeing  then  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved, 
what  manner  of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy 
conversation  and  godliness. 

Looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God,  wherein  the  heavens  being  on  fire  shall  be 
dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat? 

Nevertheless  we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for 
new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  right¬ 
eousness. 

Wherefore,  beloved,  seeing  that  ye  look  for  such 
things,  be  diligent  that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in 
peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless.  — 2  Peter  3:9-14. 


“Many  Waters'  in  the  Path  of  the  Emigrants 
— Nephi  Buitds  a  Ship 


From  -the  borders  near  the  shore  of  the  red  sea” 

the  Lehi  colony  turned  eastward  as  directed  by  the  Liahona  and  so  trav¬ 
eled  until  they  came  to  the  shore  of  the  great  sea  or  “many  waters/'  Here 
the  land  was  very  fertile,  abounding  in  “much  fruit/’  and  they  called  it 
Bountiful.  This  marks  the  end  of  their  journey  in  the  wilderness. 

Confronted  by  the  sea,  what  next  should  they  do?  Nephi  was  commanded 
of  the  Lord  to  build  a  ship.  At  this  his  brothers  mocked.  They  knew  that 
in  ship-building  he  had  had  neither  schooling  nor  experience.  Neither  had 
Noah  when  commanded  to  build  the  Ark;  but  he  was  a  prophet  of  old  and 
could  easily  be  revered.  To  think  of  a  prophet  of  their  own  time  being  in 
communion  with  God  and  endowed  with  His  mighty  power,  was  quite  an¬ 
other  thing — that  such  a  prophet  was  one  among  them  and  actually  their 
own  younger  brother,  was  unthinkable.  How  natural  seems  this  tendency. 
It  was  true  then;  it  has  been  true  since  then;  it  is  true  today. 

But  Nephi,  the  man  of  great  faith,  proceeded  to  do  as  the  Lord  com¬ 
manded.  Note  the  quality  of  his  faith  as  expressed  to  his  brothers: 

"And  I  said  unto  them:  If  God  had  commanded  me  to  do  all  things  I  could 
do  them.  If  he  should  command  me  that  I  should  say  unto  this  water,  be  thou 
earth,  it  should  be  earth;  and  if  I  should  say  it,  it  would  be  done. 

"And  now,  if  the  Lord  has  such  great  power,  and  has  wrought  so  many 
miracles  among  the  children  of  men,  how  is  it  that  he  cannot  instruct  me,  that  I 
should  build  a  ship?" 

This  is  a  fitting  corollary  to  his  previous  declaration  that, 

"I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto  the  children  of  men, 
save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing  which 
he  commandeth  them." 

After  much  persuasion  Nephi's  brothers  rendered  assistance  and  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  ship  went  forward  to  completion.  Nephi  gives  us  a  record  of  how 
it  was  done: 

"And  the  Lord  did  show  me  from  time  to  time  after  what  manner  I  should 
work  the  timbers  of  the  ship. 

"Now  I,  Nephi,  did  not  work  the  timbers  after  the  manner  which  was  learned 
by  men,  neither  did  I  build  the  ship  after  the  manner  of  men ;  but  I  did  built  it 
after  the  manner  which  the  Lord  had  shown  unto  me;  wherefore,  it  was  not  after 
the  manner  of  men. 

"And  I,  Nephi,  did  go  into  the  mount  oft,  and  I  did  pray  oft  unto  the  Lord; 
wherefore  the  Lord  showed  unto  me  great  things." 

The  ship  was  finished  and  the  migrating  colony  made  ready  to  embark. 
Eight  years  they  had  been  in  the  wilderness.  Whether  that  included  their  stay 
in  Bountiful  during  the  building  of  the  ship  and  how  long  it  was  in  building, 
the  record  is  not  clear.  During  the  period  of  land  journeying  there  were  deaths 
and  births  in  the  colony.  Among  the  latter  were  two  sons  to  Lehi  and  Sariah, 
named  Jacob  and  Joseph. 

Having  placed  on  the  ship  abundant  provisions  including  food  and  seeds 
as  the  Lord  commanded  them,  the  company  went  aboard  and  “put  forth  into 
the  sea  and  were  driven  forth  before  the  wind  towards  the  promised  land." 

Fathers  to  the*  Indian  on  their  way  to  America.  Read  about  lhW  in  the 

Book  of  .Mormon 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  oi  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Address  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

Salt  Lake  City  Tabernacle,  August  21,  1938 


I  do  know  of  a  surity  fhal 
God  lives;  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world, 
and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a 
prophet  of  the  true  and  Living 
God  and  the  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  God  of  again  restoring 
to  the  earth  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


SHALL  DEVOTE  MY  TIME  in  speaking  to  the  strangers  who  are  here. 
I  am  sure  the  Church  members  will  not  find  any  fault  if  I  say  something 
they  may  have  heard  from  this  stand  many  times.  I  shall  read  the  Articles 
of  Faith  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  make 
comments  upon  them  for  the  benefit  of  our  friends  who  are  with  us  here 
today.  I  am  sure  that  during  their  sojourn  here  they  will  want  to  visit 
this  block  and  the  Bureau  of  Information  at  the  South  gate.  The  people 
there  will  be  very  pleased  to  hand  to  each  of  them  a  copy  of  the  tract  entitled  “Joseph 
Smith  Tells  His  Own  Story. ” 

This  tract  tells  of  the  visitation  of  God  the  Father  and  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son, 
to  the  boy  Joseph  Smith;  the  subsequent  visits  of  the  Angel  Moroni  to  Joseph  Smith, 
and  the  final  delivery  to  him  of  the  Golden  Plates  from  which  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  translated. 


We  believe  absolutely  that 
we  are  made  in  the  image  of 
God.  We  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  actually  the  Son  of 
His  Father,  as  I  am  the  son  of 
my  father,  and  we  believe  they 
are  personages.  Why?  Be¬ 
cause  Joseph  Smith  saw  God, 
and  God  introduced  Jesus  Christ 
to  him. 
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They  will  also  be  pleased  to  give  our 
visitors  a  tract  written  by  a  colonel  in  the 
British  army  who  retired  on  a  pension  of 
$5,000  a  year.  This  gentleman  visited 
Salt  Lake,  and  while  here  purchased  nearly 
all  of  our  Church  literature,  and  finally 
became  a  member  of  the  Church.  His 
friends  from  India  and  many  other  places 
where  he  had  been  stationed  wrote  him 
asking  why  he  had  joined  the  Mormon 
Church.  He  became  so  weary  answering 
them  that  he  decided  to  write  a  long  let¬ 
ter  of  hundreds  of  pages  (written  by  pen)  , 
and  have  it  printed,  giving  scriptural  ref¬ 
erences  for  his  change  of  faith,  to  send 
to  his  friends  when  they  asked  him  why 
he  had  joined  these  terrible  Mormons. 

Please  remember  that  thirty-odd  years 
ago  the  reputation  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
was  almost  equally  as  bad  as  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  our  Savior  when  He  lived  upon 
the  earth.  The  Latter-day  Saints  had  met 
with  opposition  in  New  York,  where  the 
Church  was  organized,  so  strong  that  they 
moved  to  the  Frontier,  at  that  time  Ohio, 
and  built  a  large  temple  there.  Finally 
they  had  to  desert  that  ]  section  of  the 
country  because  of  the  great  opposition. 
They  then  located  in  Missouri  and  were 
later  driven  out  of  Missouri  under  an  ex¬ 
terminating  order  of  the  governor  of  that 
state  for  defending  their  own  property. 
The  troops  held  a  court  martial  and  sen¬ 
tenced  Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother 
Hyrum  and  others,  to  be  shot  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  at  9  o'clock,  but  one  of  the 
generals — Alexander  Doniphan  —  defied 
the  commanding  general's  orders,  said  it 
was  cold-blooded  murder,  and  refused  to 
carry  out  the  court  martial  decree. 

In  Nauvoo 

Joseph  and  others  were  imprisoned  and 
finally  released.  Later  the  Saints  located 
in  Commerce,  Illinois,  and  in  less  than 
five  years  built  there  the  city  of  Nauvoo 
with  a  population  of  20,000  people;  they 
built  a  million-dollar  temple,  and  were 
in  a  very  prosperous  condition  when,  un¬ 
der  the  pledge  of  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  that  they  should  have 
protection  and  a  fair  trial,  (Joseph  Smith 
and  his  brother  Hyrum  were  served  with 
warrants  to  return  for  trial  to  Missouri, 
because  of  false  charges  which  had  been 
made  against  them  in  Missouri)  Joseph 
and  Hyrum  surrendered  themselves  and 
were  imprisoned  in  Carthage  Jail.  Instead 
of  being  given  protection,  they  were  left 


practically  alone,  and  a  mob  murdered 
them. 

Our  people  then  entered  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  their  enemies  that  they  would 
leave  Illinois,  and  they  decided  to  come 
to  this  country,  1,500  miles  from  Nauvoo: 
and  after  the  main  body  of  the  people  had 
left  Nauvoo,  on  their  way  to  what  was 
afterwards  Winter  Quarters,  near  Omaha, 
the  remnant  was  driven  out  by  a  mob. 
There  is  no  tongue  that  can  tell,  and  there 
is  no  pen  that  can  picture  the  murdering 
and  driving  and  the  terrible  things  which 
the  Latter-day  Saints  have  had  to  endure. 

Mormon  Batallion 

While  they  were  yet  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Missouri  River  trouble  arose  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States.  Our  gov¬ 
ernment  requested  a  volunteer  company  of 
500  men  from  the  refugees,  and  within 
forty-eight  hours  as  I  remember,  a  volun¬ 
teer  organization,  which  was  called  the 
Mormon  Batallion,  was  formed.  They 
traveled  the  greatest  distance  and  made  the 
greatest  record  for  an  infantry  march  that 
has  been  made  in  history.  I  shall  not  enter 
into  the  details  of  that  trip.  Some  of  the 
members  of  that  battalion  were  present  at 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  and 
the  last  surviving  man  of  those  who  were 
present  at  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  was  taken  as  the  guest  of  honor 
from  Ut^h,  to  California,  at  the  time  of 
the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  discovery  of  gold. 

When  the  original  pioneers  of  143  men, 
3  women  and  2  children  arrived  here, 
one  of  the  women  made  the  remark  as  she 
looked  over  this  desert  country — which 
it  was  then  as  there  was  nothing  to  be 
seen  but  sagebrush  and  an  occasional  cot¬ 
tonwood  tree  at  some  of  the  springs  that 
came  out  of  the  mountains — “Rather  than 
stop  in  such  a  desolate  place  as  this,  I 
would  gladly  go  another  thousand  miles." 

“This  is  the  Place* 

They  had  come  a  thousand  miles  from 
Winter  Quarters.  Over  six  thousand  of 
our  people  were  buried  on  the  plains  dur¬ 
ing  the  emigration.  One  of  the  other 
women  in  the  pioneer  company  echoed 
the  same  sentiment;  but  President  Brigham 
Young  announced,  “This  is  the  place. 
Here  we  will  build  an  empire/'  He  sent 
his  scouts  out  to  the  foot  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Mountains  and  established  a  set¬ 
tlement  there  and  to  other  places.  Please 
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remember  that  Oregon,  Montana,  Idaho. 
Arizona  and  California  were  not  states 
at  that  time. 

Brigham  Young  knocked  for  admission 
of  this  territory  into  the  Union  under 
the  title  of  the  State  of  Deseret.  He  had 
established  a  colony  where  San  Bernardino 
now  stands.  Two  of  the  apostles  were 
located  there  and  there  was  a  fine  colony 
there.  Shortly  after  that  time  the  pi¬ 
oneers  crossed  the  Colorado  River  and  es¬ 
tablished  settlements  in  what  is  now  Ari¬ 
zona. 

However,  because  of  the  lies  of  run¬ 
away  judges,  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  said  that  the 
Mormons  were  in  rebellion  and  that  they 
were  setting  up  a  kingdom  of  their  own 
with  Brigham  Young  as  the  king  and  were 
in  league  with  the  Indians,  the  United 
States  government,  without  waiting  to  in¬ 
vestigate,  sent  an  army  out  here,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  from  the  days 
of  Joseph  Smith  until  now  we  have  be¬ 
lieved  and  been  taught  that  our  fore¬ 
fathers  who  established  this  land  of  free¬ 
dom  were  inspired  of  God  and  that  the 
Constitution  of  our  country  was  written 
by  inspired  men. 

Proved  Loyalty 

We  have  proved  our  absolute  loyalty 
to  our  country  on  all  occasions,  first  with 
the  Mormon  Batallion  and  second,  when¬ 
ever  there  has  been  any  trouble,  by  over¬ 
reaching  all  of  the  requirements  made  of 
us  for  men  and  also  by  contributing  our 
full  share  and  “going  over  the  top”  in 
the  great  drives  for  funds  during  the 
World  War. 

We  are  very  grateful  indeed  for  our  ab¬ 
solute  and  perfect  faith  in  our  country. 
Brigham  Young  sent  a  telegram  announc¬ 
ing  that  we  had  not  seceded  at  the  time 
of  the  Rebellion:  and,  by  the  way,  this 
fine  gentleman  (General  Johnston) ,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  only  carrying  out  his  govern¬ 
ment's  orders,  came  out  here  with  an  army 
to  destroy  us.  He  afterwards  fought  for 
the  South  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  I 
understand  that  he  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  and  that  the  wound 
proved  to  be  fatal. 

We  are  very  thankful  indeed  to  have 
people  visit  us  here.  We  like  people  to 
come  here  and  see  us,  and  one  reason  that 
we  are  grateful  to  have’  people  come  is 
because  we  have  made  a  record  in  re¬ 
deeming  the  desert. 


The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  crossed  the 
Mississippi  River,  with  a  chosen  band  of 
men,  to  come  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  to  establish  his  people  here,  but  some 
of  his  own  people  made  the  remark  that 
the  shepherd  was  running  away  from  his 
flock.  He  then  said,  “If  my  life  is  of  no 
value  to  my  friends,  it  is  of  no  value  to 
me.”  When  he  surrendered  himself  he 
said: 

"I  am  going  like  a  lamb  io  the  slaughter,  but  I  am 
calm  as  a  summer's  morning;  I  have  a  conscience  void 
of  offense  towards  God  and  towards  all  men.  I  shall 
die  innocent,  and  it  shall  yet  be  said  of  me,  he  was 
murdered  in  cold  blood." 

And  that  is  acknowledged  by  all  today. 

A  Mighty  People 

Upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River 
he  uttered  this  prophecy:  “I  prophesy 
that  the  Saints  will  continue  to  suffer 
much  affliction,”  and  they  did.  Part  of 
that  affliction  was  when  the  last  remnant 
was  driven  out  of  Nauvoo,  and  nine  babes 
were  born  on  that  terrible  night  when 
they  crossed  the  river  on  the  ice,  with  no 
shelter  except  the  crude  tents  and  their 
mother's  breasts.  I  repeat  again  that  no 
tongue  will  ever  be  able  to  tell  or  pen  to 
picture  the  terrible  hardships  that  our  peo¬ 
ple  have  had  to  endure.  The  Prophet  said: 

"I  prophesy  ihat  the  Sainis  will  continue  to  suffer 
much  affliction.  Man)y  will  be  put  to  death  by  their 
persecutors.  Others  will  lose  their  lives  in  consequence 
of  exposure  and  disease,  but  some  of  you  shall  live  to 
go  and  build  cities  and  settlements  and  see  the  Saints 
become  a  mighty  people  in  the  midst  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains." 

We  have  become  a  mighty  people.  We 
have  over  eleven  hundred  towns  or  wards 
from  Canada  on  the  north  to  Mexico  on 
the  south.  We  have  an  $800,000  Tem¬ 
ple  in  Canada.  We  have,  on  the  border 
of  Mexico  and  Arizona,  a  $750,000  Tem¬ 
ple.  We  have  in  three  cities  in  Utah — 
Logan,  Manti  and  St.  George — Temples 
costing  three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars 
each.  We  now  have  the  architects  draw¬ 
ing  plans-  for  two  more  Temples.  We 
have  one  costing  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  We  have 
one  on  this  block  that  in  early  days  cost 
us  $4,000,000.  and  we  were  forty  years 
building  it.  We  have  become  a  great 
and  a  mighty  people  in  the  midst  of  the 
Rockv  Mountains,  in  fulfilment  of  that 
prediction. 

And  what  kind  of  a  country  was  this 
at  the  time  that  the  Prophet  uttered  that 
prediction? 
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Daniel  Webster,  one  of  the  greatest  of 
all  our  great  statesmen,  is  reported  as 
having  said: 

What  do  we  want  with  this  vast,  worthless  area? 
this  region  of  savages  and  wild  beasts,  of  deserts,  of 
shifting  sands  and  whirlwinds  of  dust,  of  cactus  and 
prairie  dogs?  To  what  use  could  we  ever  hope  to  put 
those  great  deserts  or  those  endless  mountain  ranges, 
impenetrable  and  covered  to  their  very  base  with  eternal 
snow?  What  can  we  ever  hope  to  do  with  the  western 
coast  of  three  thousand  miles,  rock-bound,  cheerless, 
uninviting,  and  not  a  harbor  on  it?  Mr.  President,  I 
will  never  vote  one  cent  from  the  public  treasury  to 
place  the  Pacific  Coast  one  inch  nearer  Boston  than 
it  now  is. 

Please  remember  that  at  that  particular 
time  Boston  was  the  financial  center  of  the 
United  States.  The  Union  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  was  born  there.  The  first  subscrip¬ 
tion  of  stock  was  there  and  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  there.  The  Atchison,  To¬ 
peka  and  Santa  Fe  was  also  born  there. 
Apparently  Daniel  Webster  was  not  well 
posted  on  harbors,  for  I  have  sailed  from 
Vancouver;  I  have  sailed  from  California; 
I  have  sailed  from  one  other  harbor  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  There  is  a  pretty  fine 
harbor  at  the  Golden  Gate,  and  a  fine  one 
at  Seattle,  and  I  have  sailed  from  up  in 
Canada,  on  one  of  the  Empress  boats  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad,  going  to 
Japan  on  a  mission. 

I  am  very  happy  that  the  Prophet's  pre¬ 
diction  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter. 

Articles  of  Faith 

If  I  do  not  stop  talking  about  the  peo¬ 
ple — I  could  talk  here  on  that  subject  for 
an  hour  or  two — I  shall  not  be  able  to 
read  the  Articles  of  Faith. 

We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  his 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  believe  God  to  be  a  person.  We 
believe  absolutely  that  we  are  made  in  the 
image  of  God.  We  believe  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  actually  the  Son  of  his  Father, 
as  I  am  the  son  of  my  father,  and  as  you 
are  of  your  father,  and  we  believe  they 
are  personages.  Why?  Because  the  boy 
Joseph  Smith  saw  God,  and  God  intro¬ 
duced  Jesus  Christ  to  him  as  his  “well 
beloved  Son,"  and  told  this  boy  to  listen 
to  the  Savior  and  the  Savior  gave  him  in¬ 
structions. 

We  believe  lhat  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
sins,  and  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

In  other  words,  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.  We 
do  not  believe  in  what  we  consider  a 


doctrine  of  devils,  so  to  speak,  that  little 
children,  dying  in  innocence  are  going  to 
be  damned  if  they  have  not  been  bap¬ 
tized.  We  believe  that  through  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ  all  children  who  die  be¬ 
fore  they  arrive  at  the  years  of  account¬ 
ability  will  be  saved. 

We  believe  that  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  „ 
all  mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

In  other  words,  we  do  not  believe  that 
the  mere  confession  of  faith,  when  a  man  ’ 
is  dying,  is  going  to  save  him.  I  remember 
as  a  youngster,  working  in  a  bank,  see¬ 
ing  some  cartoons  that  illustrated  the  ab¬ 
surdity  of  that  belief.  This  was  in 
“Puck"  magazine.  A  v£ry  villainous 
looking  man  came  into  a  room,  stabbed 
a  man  and  stole  some  money  that  he  was 
counting.  In  the  next  picture  he  was 
in  jail  and  a  priest  said:  “Believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  you  will  be  saved."  The  crim¬ 
inal  thought:  “A  mighty  easy  bargain. 

I  believe."  In  the  next  picture  he  was 
tried  and  convicted:  in  the  next,  he  was  on 
his  way  to  the  gallows,  with  sentimental 
ladies  throwing  flowers  in  his  path,  “a 
soul  going  to  Jesus."  The  next  showed 
him  hanging  at  the  end  of  a  rope  by  his 
neck;  and  in  the  next  he  was  soaring  up 
to  heaven,  escorted  by  angels.  The  final 
picture  showed  the  good  and  benevolent 
man  whose  money  had  been  stolen  and 
who  had  been  stabbed,  down  in  hell  being 
pitched  from  one  fire  to  another.  He  said 
he  did  not  have  time  to  say  he  believed. 
He  was  stabbed. 

We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel  are:  first,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  - 

And  when  we  say  “faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,"  we  want  it  distinctly  un¬ 
derstood  that  we  believe  absolutely  in 
Jesus  Christ,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God, 
and  that  he  did  come  to  the  earth  with 
a  divinely-appointed  mission,  to  die  as 
the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  on  the  cross. 
We  do  not  believe  that  He  was  just  a 
“great  moral  teacher,"  but  that  He  is  our 
Redeemer. 

—  second,  Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  fourth,  Laying  on  of  hands 
for  ‘the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  by  those 
who  are  in  authority  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  admin¬ 
ister  in  the  ordinances  thereof. 

And  we  announce  to  all  the  world — 
(of  course,  we  know  the  world  does  not 
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believe  it) — that  we  have  that  authority. 
We  announce  that  the  identical  man  who 
baptized  the  Savior  of  the  world,  known 
as  John  the  Baptist,  came  to  this  earth, 
laid  his  hands  on  the  heads  of  Joseph 
Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  he  gave 
them  the  Aaronic,  or  Lesser  Priesthood, 
which  has  the  authority  to  baptize.  After 
giving  them  this  ordination  he  told  them 
to  baptize  each  other,  and  he  promised 
them  that  Peter,  James  and  John,  the 
apostles  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  Church  after  the 
crucifixion,  should  visit  them  later  and 
bestow  upon  them  the  apostleship,  the 
Melchizedek,  or  Higher,  Pristhood. 

We  announce  to  all  the  world  that  they 
did  come  and  that  we  have  received  that 
authority,  and  all  the  disbelief  of  all  the 
wide  world  -can  not  change  the  fact  of 
those  two  visitations,  those  two  ordina¬ 
tions.  If  these  things  are  facts,  disbelief, 
can  not  change  them;  and  we  announce 
that  these  are  facts. 

Organization 

We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  Primitive  Church,  viz,  apostles,  prophets,  pastors, 
teachers,  evangelists,  etc. 

There  is  no  need  of  our  believing  in 
apostles  and  prophets  if  we  do  not  have 
them.  Joseph  Smith,  as  I  have  said, 
prophesied  what  should  happen  to  this 
people,  and  it  came  true,  Joseph  Smith 
told  his  followers  that  they  would  be 
driven  from  city  to  city,  from  county  to 
county,  from  state  to  state,  and  finally 
be  driven  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
which  was  then  Mexican  territory — all 
of  which  has  been  fulfilled.  And  then, 
in  addition,  he  predicted  the  Rebellion  be¬ 
tween  the  north  and  the  south,  and  the 
identical  state  in  which  it  would  start, 
many  years  before  it  happened,  and  his 
prediction  came  true.  He  predicted  that 
the  day  should  come  when  not  only  a 
city,  a  county,  and  a  state  should  be  ar¬ 
rayed  against  the  handful  of  people  known 
as  Mormons,  but  the  day  should  come 
when  the  whole  United  States  of  America 
should  be  arrayed  against  them. 

Fulfill  Prophecy 

The  United  States  of  America  fulfilled 
that  prophecy  by  sending  its  army  against 
us.  (They  never  arrived  here,  thank  the 
Lord,  but  they  got  out  in  the  mountains 
and  did  not  get  through  the  passes.  Some¬ 


how  or  other,  accidentally,  some  of  their 
wagons  got  burned  up) . 

Then,  as  if  to  doubly  fulfil  the  predic¬ 
tion,  the  United  States  of  America  con¬ 
fiscated — after  disfranchising  us — all  of 
our  real  and  personal  property,  and  for 
months  we  had  to  litigate  and  litigate  and 
hire  great  men,  one  of  them  at  one  time 
in  the  cabinet  of  the  United  States,  to 
plead  for  our  rights,  and  we  finally  got 
them  back.  During  those  months  I  could 
pick  up  a  paper  every  morning  and  read: 
"The  United  States  of  America  versus 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints."  I  have  laid  the  paper  down  and 
said:  "Thanks,  Uncle  Sam,  for  putting 
the  stamp  of  divinity  upon  the  prophecies 
of  Joseph  Smith."  We  got  our  property 
back,  all  right.  Why?  Because  although 
the  majority  ran  wild  in  Congress  and 
confiscated  our  property,  a  very  fine  mi¬ 
nority  fought  it  to  a  finish,  and  eventual¬ 
ly  our  property  came  back  to  us  after  weeks 
and  months. 

Gifts  of  Prophecy 

We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revela¬ 
tion,  visions,  healings,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc. 

Now,  we  have  had  many  men  who  have 
had  the  gift  of  tongues,  out  in  the  world, 
in  different  places,  preach  this  Gospel  in 
a  language  of  which  they  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge.  At  one  time,  I  was  a  ruined  man, 
financially.  I  had  too  good  a  credit  and 
was  able  to  borrow  too  much  money;  and 
when  the  panic  of  1893  came  on,  it 
wiped  me  off  the  earth,  financially,  with 
all  I  had  and  more  too.  I  would  work 
until  midnight,  one  and  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  many  times,  to  maintain  my 
credit  and  my  honor.  It  was  understood 
that  the  people  at  home  should  not  wait 
up  for  me;  but  on  one  occasion  when  I 
came  home  my  wife,  whose  body  now  lies 
in  the  tomb,  was  sitting  up  waiting  for 
me,  and  she  started  to  lecture  me,  saying 
that  I  was  breaking  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 
The  Word  of  Wisdom  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  to  leave 
tea,  coffee,  tobacco  and  liquor  alone,  and 
to  eat  meat  sparingly,  and  in  the  hot 
weather  to  leave  it  alone.  She  said: 

You  could  drink  a  little  tea  and  coffee  and  even 
drink  a  little  beer  and  you  would  not  be  breaking 
the  Word  of  Wisdom  as  much  as  to  be  working  all 
day  and  all  night. 

She  suddenly  stopped,  and  by  the  gift 
of  tongues  she  gave  me  a  most  remarkable 
and  wonderful  blessing  and  promised  me 
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that  I  should  live  to  pay  off  all  my  debts, 
which  I  did  live  to  do. 

There  was  a  little  boy  playing  on  the 
floor  in  a  Relief  Society  meeting.  That 
little  boy  was  Heber  J.  Grant.  Eliza  R. 
Snow,  by  the  gift  of  tongues,  promised 
that  boy  that  he  would  live  to  become  an 
apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  this 
last  dispensation,  and  the  interpretation  of 
the  tongue  by  Zina  D.  Young  was  to  that 
effect. 

My  mother  always  told  me:  “Behave 
yourself,  Heber,  and  some  day  you  will  be 
an  apostle.  If  you  do  not  behave  yourself, 
you  will  not  be,  because  we  have  in  a 
revelation,  recorded  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  the  following  statement: 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  before 
fhe  foundalions  of  fhe  world,  upon  which  all  blessings 
are  predicated  and  when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from 
God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is 
predicated. 

I  said:  “Mother,  get  it  out  of  your 
head.  I  do  not  want  to  be  an  apostle.  I 
do  not  want  to  be  a  bishop.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  anything  but  a  business  man. 
Just  get  it  out  of  your  head/' 

After  I  was  called  to  be  an  apostle  she 
asked  me  about  that  meeting  where  this 
blessing  was  given,  and  did  I  remember 
it.  I  said,  “No,  I  do  not  remember  any¬ 
thing,  only  that  when  Aunt  Zina  was 
talking  she  said,  ‘You  will  become  a  great 
big  man/  and  since  I  have  grown  tall  I 
have  often  thought  of  that.”  She  said, 
“She  did  not  promise  you  any  such  a 
thing;  she  said  that  you  should  become  a 
great  big  man  in  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  one  of 
the  apostles  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
That  is  the  reason  I  have  told  you  to  be¬ 
have  yourself.  I  knew  it  would  not  come 
true  if  you  did  not  live  worthily;  but  it 
has  come  true.”  Then  she  said:  “Do 
you  remember  Heber  C.  Kimball  picking 
you  up  when  you  were  a  young  boy,  and 
putting  you  on  a  table  and  talking  to 
you,  at  a  great  dinner  he  was  having  with 
a  lot  of  his  friends?” 

“Yes/' 

“Do  you  remember  anything  he  said?” 

“No.  I  only  remember  he  had  the 
blackest  eyes,  I  thought,  I  ever  looked  in¬ 
to,  and  I  was  frightened.  That  is  all  I 
can  remember.” 

“He  prophesied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  that  you  should  become  an 
apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  be¬ 
come  a  greater  man  in  the  Church  than 


your  own  father;  and  your  own  father, 
as  you  know,  became  one  of  the  counselors 
to  Brigham  Young.  That  is  why  I  told 
you  to  behave  yourself.” 

We  believe  lhe  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God  as  far 
as  it  is  translated  correctly-  We  also  believe  the  Book 
of  Mormon  to  be  the  word  of  God. 

We  have  published  a  book  that  costs  the 
enormous  amount  of  fifty  cents,  entitled 
“The  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.”  It 
was  written  by  the  late  Dr.  James  E.  Tal- 
mage.  James  E.  Talmage  was  a  graduate 
of  two  of  the  great  universities  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  and  in  addition  at  one  time  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  University  of  Utah.  He  was 
a  fellow  of  the  great  scientific  society,  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  this 
man  has  written  page  after  page,  several 
hundred  pages,  of  evidences — scriptural 
evidences  to  demonstrate  the  harmony  of 
the  teachings  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  with  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Bible. 

Speaking  of  the  pamphlet  that  will  be 
given  to  you,  if  you  want  it,  entitled  “My 
Reasons  for  Leaving  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,”  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
vice-president  of  one  of  the  great  banks 
there,  was  sent  out  here,  representing  all 
of  the  various  banks  in  New  York  to 
whom  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company 
owed  a  lot  of  money.  In  1921  sugar  was 
selling  at  about  twenty-five  to  thirty,  cents 
a  pound  in  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
selling  at  wholesale  at  about  seventeen 
cents,  and  we  contracted  for  a  large  acreage 
of  sugar  beets,  having  a  lot  of  factories, 
and  ran  in  debt  $12,535,000.  When 
these  $  1 2  a  ton  beets  that  we  paid  for 
were  turned  into  sugar,  the  sugar  dropped 
to  $5,  and  we  got  $5, 800, 000-odd  worth 
of  experience,  instead  of  making  $4,000,- 
000  or  $5,000,000  as  we  expected. 

So  we  were  not  able  to  pay  our  debts 
to  the  bankers,  within  $7,000,000  and 
we  needed  some  more  money  for  the  next 
year's  crop.  This  gentleman  came  out 
and  looked  into  our  affairs  and  made  a 
very  optimistic  report  of  the  condition  of 
our  business  and  recommended  the  bank¬ 
ers  to  renew  our  notes  and  to  lend  us  some 
more  money. 

Well,  I  gave  him  one  of  these  tracts 
to  read,  and  he  said  to  me  afterwards  that 
if  he  were  not  agnostic,  after  reading  Col. 
R.  M.  Bryce  Thomas'  tract,  with  the  scrip¬ 
tural  references,  he  would  have  to  join  the 
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Mormon  Church;  that  he  believed  those 
scriptural  references  were  absolutely  un¬ 
answerable.  Referring  to  “Joseph  Smith’s 
Own  Story,”  he  said  to  my  son-in-law 
who  was  with  me:  “Liars  always  learn 
a  story  off  by  heart — the  high  points — 
and  stick  to  it.” 

He  said  that  no  liar  in  describing  the 
angel  who  visited  Joseph  Smith  would 
think  of  such  a  thing  as  saying  that  he 
had  on  a  loose  robe,  that  it  was  open  and 
that  he  could  see  his  bosom.  No  liar 
would  think  of  such  a  thing  as  saying  that 
the  angel’s  feet  did  not  quite  touch  the 
floor.  No  liar  would  think  of  saying  such 
a  thing  as  that  the  robe  came  only  to  his 
ankles,  and  he  pounded  the  table  and  said: 
“That  story  is  true/' 

Read  Exhortation 

So  far  as  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  shall  read  just  a  few  words: 

And  now  I  seal  up  Ihese  records,  after  I  have  spoken 
a  few  words  by  way  of  exhortation  unto  you. 

Behold,  I  would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall  read 
these  things,  if  it  be  wisdom  in  God  that  ye  should 
read  them,  that  ye  would  remember  how  merciful  the 
Lord  hath  been  unto  the  children  of  men,  from  the 
creation  of  Adam  even  down  until  the  time  that  ye 
shall  receive  these  things,  and  ponder  it  in  your  hearts. 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  ex¬ 
hort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father, 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true,- 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  in¬ 
tent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the  truth 
of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

And  there  have  been  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  men  and  women,  from  the  mid 
night-sun  country  of  Scandinavia  clear 
down  to  South  Africa,  from  Canada  and 
Alaska  down  into  South  America  and  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  Pacific,  nearly  all 
places,  who  have  read  and  studied  and 
prayed  to  God,  who  can  testify  that  they 
have  received  a  witness  to  the  eternal  part 
of  them — the  spirit  that  shall  live  when 
the  body  has  passed  away — that  that  book 
is  absolutely  true. 

Now,  we  try  to  make  this  meeting  last 
just  one  hour,  and  there  will  be  some 
more  singing,  so  I  am  not  going  to  com¬ 
ment  further  upon  the  Articles  of  our 
Faith.  I  have  read  half  of  them  and  I 
shall  read  the  other  half  without  further 
comment. 

We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  he 
does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  he  will  yet  re¬ 
veal  many  great  and  important  things  pertaining  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in 
the  restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes/  that  Zion  will  be 
built  upon  this,  the  American  Continent,  that  Christ 


will  reign  personally  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the 
earth  will  be  renewed  and  receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  and 
allow  all  men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how, 
where  or  what  they  may. 

We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents, 
rulers,  and  magistrates;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sus¬ 
taining  the  law. 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men.  Indeed  we 
may  say  that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul  — We 
believe  all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have  en¬ 
dured  many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure  all 
things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely  or  of  good 
report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  things. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  travel  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  Germany, 
France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Switzerland. 
Czechoslovakia,  in  Norway,  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  in  Canada,  in  nearly  every  state 
in  the  union,  and  in  the  far-away  land  of 
Japan,  and  to  lift  up  my  voice  upon  three 
different  occasions  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
So  far  as  the  intelligence  with  which  God 
has  endowed  me  to  comprehend  and  un¬ 
derstand,  I  do  know  of  a  surety  that  God 
lives;  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
the  Living  God.  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet 
of  the  true  and  the  Living  God  and  the 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  of  again 
restoring  to  the  earth  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Mav  God  help  me  and  every  soul  who 
has  that  knowledge  so  to  live  that  our 
good  lives  will  preach  it  to  the  world,  to 
those  who  know  not  the  truth,  is  my 
humble  prayer,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name 
of  our  Redeemer.  Amen. 


THE  SLUMS 

By  AUBREY  J.  PARKER,  Sanla  Barbara,  Calif. 

These  shambles  of  humanity 
Are  dwelling  places  vile, 

Nurseries  of  insanity, 

And  breeding-beds  of  guile. 

A  fetid  environment 

Where  the  death’s-head  sits; 

Beelzbub’s  inveiglement 
Into  Gehenna's  pits. 

All  ye  whose  homes  are  sweetness, 
The  very  shrine  of  love, 

Think  of  the  poor  with  meekness. 
And  prove  the  Christian  dove. 

Help,  then,  you  Christian  brothers 
To  move  these  sores  of  sin, 

Lift  up  the  hearts  of  others, 

And  let  some  heaven  in. 
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Mormon  Church;  that  he  believed  those 
scriptural  references  were  absolutely  un¬ 
answerable.  Referring  to  “Joseph  Smith’s 
Own  Story,”  he  said  to  my  son-in-law 
who  was  with  me:  “Liars  always  learn 
a  story  off  by  heart — the  high  points — 
and  stick  to  it.” 

He  said  that  no  liar  in  describing  the 
angel  who  visited  Joseph  Smith  would 
think  of  such  a  thing  as  saying  that  he 
had  on  a  loose  robe,  that  it  was  open  and 
that  he  could  see  his  bosom.  No  liar 
would  think  of  such  a  thing  as  saying  that 
the  angel’s  feet  did  not  quite  touch  the 
floor.  No  liar  would  think  of  saying  such 
a  thing  as  that  the  robe  came  only  to  his 
ankles,  and  he  pounded  the  table  and  said: 
“That  story  is  true.” 

Read  Exhortation 

So  far  as  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  shall  read  just  a  few  words: 

And  now  I  seal  up  these  records,  after  I  have  spoken 
a  few  words  by  way  of  exhortation  unto  you. 

Behold,  I  would  exhort  you  that  when  ye  shall  read 
these  things,  if  it  be  wisdom  in  God  that  ye  should 
read  them,  that  ye  would  remember  how  merciful  the 
Lord  hath  been  unto  the  children  of  men,  from  the 
creation  of  Adam  even  down  until  the  time  that  ye 
shall  receive  these  things,  and  ponder  it  in  your  hearts. 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  ex¬ 
hort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father, 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true; 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  in¬ 
tent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the  truth 
of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

And  there  have  been  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  men  and  women,  from  the  mid 
night-sun  country  of  Scandinavia  clear 
down  to  South  Africa,  from  Canada  and 
Alaska  down  into  South  America  and  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  in  the  Pacific,  nearly  all 
places,  who  have  read  and  studied  and 
prayed  to  God,  who  can  testify  that  they 
have  received  a  witness  to  the  eternal  part 
of  them — the  spirit  that  shall  live  when 
the  body  has  passed  away — that  that  book 
is  absolutely  true. 

Now,  we  try  to  make  this  meeting  last 
just  one  hour,  and  there  will  be  some 
more  singing,  so  I  am  not  going  to  com¬ 
ment  further  upon  the  Articles  of  our 
Faith.  I  have  read  half  of  them  and  I 
shall  read  the  other  half  without  further 
comment. 

We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  he 
does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  he  will  yet  re¬ 
veal  many  great  and  important  things  pertaining  to 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 

We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in 
the  restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be 
built  upon  this,  the  American  Continent,  that  Christ 


will  reign  personally  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the 
earth  will  be  renewed  and  receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  own  conscience,  and 
allow  all  men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how, 
where  or  what  they  may. 

We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents, 
rulers,  and  magistrates;  in  obeying,  honoring  and  sus¬ 
taining  the  law. 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men.  Indeed  we 
may  say  that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul  — We 
believe  all  things,  we  hope  all  things,  we  have  en¬ 
dured  many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure  all 
things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous,  lovely  or  of  good 
report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  things. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  travel  in  Eng¬ 
land,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  Germany, 
France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia,  in  Norway,  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  in  Canada,  in  nearly  every  state 
in  the  union,  and  in  the  far-away  land  of 
Japan,  and  to  lift  up  my  voice  upon  three 
different  occasions  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
So  far  as  the  intelligence  with  which  God 
has  endowed  me  to  comprehend  and  un¬ 
derstand,  I  do  know  of  a  surety  that  God 
lives;  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of 
the  Living  God,  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  is  a  prophet 
of  the  true  and  the  Living  God  and  the 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  of  again 
restoring  to  the  earth  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Mav  God  help  me  and  every  soul  who 
has  that  knowledge  so  to  live  that  our 
good  lives  will  preach  it  to  the  world,  to 
those  who  know  not  the  truth,  is  my 
humble  prayer,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name 
of  our  Redeemer.  Amen. 


THE  SLUMS 

By  AUBREY  J.  PARKER,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

These  shambles  of  humanity 
Are  dwelling  places  vile, 

Nurseries  of  insanity, 

And  breeding-beds  of  guile. 

A  fetid  environment 

Where  the  death’s-head  sits; 

Beelzbub’s  inveiglement 
Into  Gehenna’s  pits. 

All  ye  whose  homes  are  sweetness, 
The  very  shrine  of  love. 

Think  of  the  poor  with  meekness. 
And  prove  the  Christian  dove. 

Help,  then,  you  Christian  brothers 
To  move  these  sores  of  sin, 

Lift  up  the  hearts  of  others, 

And  let  some  heaven  in. 
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CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  ELDER  WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  Presidenl  of  Ihe 
Western  Slates  Mission. 

(Given  at  the  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  4,  1938.) 

I  am  honored  in  having  the  privilege  of 
representing  the  Western  States  Mission. 
We  have  only  begun  our  missionary  work, 
and  have  done  nothing  that  is  worthy  of 


President  William  W.  Seegmiller 


special  attention,  but  we  have  been  blessed 
by  the  sincere  support  and  loyalty  of  eight 
thousand  Saints  in  the  Western  States 
Mission,  and  whatever  we  have  accomp¬ 
lished  we  attribute  to  their  faith  and  loy¬ 
alty. 

We  have  twenty-six  Singing  Mothers 
in  this  congregation.  They  traveled  by 
rail,  under  agreement  with  the’  railroad 
that  they  should  have  a  comfortable  place 
to  ride  and  a  clean  place  to  dine,  where 
they  would  not  be  under  the  necessity  of 
either  breathing  or  eating  tobacco.  This 
agreement  was  rigidly  lived  up  to,  and  we 
thank  the  officials  of  the  D.  &  R.  G.  W. 
Railroad  Company  for  their  kindness  and 
gentility. 

I  have  been  blessed  many  times  for  the 
effort  which  I  have  made  in  attending  this 
great  Conference.  I  have  been  blessed  ten¬ 
fold  by  the  address  that  was  made  by 
Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen  yesterday,  so  re¬ 
plete  with  sound  doctrine  in  church  and 
civil  government.  I  hope  always  to  be 
able  to  endure  sound  doctrine. 

I  believe  as  sincerely  in  the  story  of 
Joseph  Smtih,  the  coming  forth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  the  history  of  Lehi 
and  his  family  coming  to  America,  as  I 


believe  that  Columbus  discovered  America 
in  his  time. 

I  am  sure  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  can  be  nothing  else  than  true,  be¬ 
cause  it  embraces  all  truth,  wherever  found, 
no  matter  from  whence  its  source. 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  acquit  ourselves 
in  honor,  that  we  may  be  able  to  improve 
upon  the  splendid  foundation  and  or¬ 
ganization  which  our  predecessors  have 
handed  over  to  us.  If  this  be  our  happy 
lot  we  will  feel  that  we  have  not  struggled 
and  labored  in  vain. 

I  bear  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  I  know 
every  man  and  woman  will  be  blessed  who 
lives  by  its  doctrines.  That  we  may  all 
so  live,  I  pray,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 

HOW  MANY  HURT? 

.(From  "The  Foreman,"  published  by  Ihe  Safety  En¬ 
gineering  Department,  Employers  Mutuals.) 

"Suppose/'  said  I,  "You  chanced  to  see 
A  small  boy  tumble  from  a  tree, 

How  would  you  tell  that  tale  to  me?" 

"Why,  Dad,"  said  he,  "I'd  simply  say 
I  saw  a  boy  get  hurt  today 
And  two  men  carried  him  away." 

"How  many  injured  would  there  be?" 

I  asked.  "Just  one,  of  course,"  said  he, 
"The  boy  who  tumbled  from  the  tree." 

"No,  no,"  I  answered  him,  "That  fall 
Which  hurt  the  lad,  brought  pain  to  all 
Who  knew  and  loved  that  youngster  small. 

"His  mother  wept,  his  father  sighed, 

His  brothers  and  his  sisters  cried, 

And  all  his  friends  were  hurt. inside. 

"Remember  this  your  whole  life  through  - 
Whatever  hurts  may  come  to  you 
Must  hurt  all  who  love  you  too. 

"You  cannot  live  your  life  alone, 

We  suffer  with  your  slightest  groan, 

And  make  your  pain  or  grief  our  own. 

"If  you  should  do  one  shameful  thing, 
You  could  not  bear  alone  the  sting, 

We'd  spend  our  years  in  suffering. 

"How  many  hurt,  we  cannot  state, 

There  never  falls  a  blow  of  fate, 

But  countless  people  feel  its  weight." 

-Wisconsin  Public  Service  Co. 
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MY  TESTIMONY 

MRS.  PEARL  W.  PETERSON,  Gunnison,  Utah 

The  wind  blowefh  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  thereof  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh, 
and  whither  it  goeth/  so  is  everyone  that  is  born  of  the 
spirit.  — John  3:8. 

Having  been  brought  up  by  Latter-day 
Saint  parents,  doubt  of  God  was  unknown 
to  me  throughout  childhood  and  youth. 
The  foundation  thought  in  our  home  was 
that  God  loves  us  and,  with  the  help  of 
loving  spirits,  is  taking  care  of  us.- 

Gradually  I  learned  that  the  purpose  of 
life  is  to  try  us,  to  see  if  we  will  obey 
the  Lord  and  make  ourselves  worthy  to 
return  to  Him  where  we  would  continue 
to  go  on.  This  gave  zest  to  life  and 
made  the  struggle  against  obstacles  happy 
and  worthwhile. 

After  my  marriage  I  lived  out  on  a  farm 
with  no  near  neighbors.  Although  my 
husband  was  away  much  of  the  time,  I 
never  felt  all  alone,  for,  even  there,  I  be¬ 
lieved  God  was  caring  for  me.  I  felt  a 
companionship  with  my  guardian  angel. 

At  this  time  an  elderly  gentleman  called 
often  to  visit  with  us.  As  an  apostate 
from  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints,  he  was  bitter  in  his  de¬ 
nunciations  of  the  Mormons. 

For  some  time  his  stories  and  remarks 
had  no  evil  effect  upon  me.  But  after 
my  first  son  was  born,  I  began  to  dread 
those  visits.  Because  he  always  said,  “ I 
know,”  my  belief  seemed  inadequate  in 
coping  with  him. 

He  said,  “I  know  there  is  no  God.  I 
know  Joseph  Smith  was  an  impostor.  I 
know  that  anyone  who  prays  is  mentally 
deranged.”  And  prayer  was  a  common 
vital  part  of  my  life. 

I  began  to  wonder  if  all  I  had  believed 
was  wrong.  Doubt  crept  into  my  mind 
and  fear  filled  my  soul;  for,  if  there  was 
no  God  there  was  no  meaning  to  life — 
no  incentive  to  put  forth  a  real  effort  to 
progress  and  do  good. 

My  parents  had  given  me  beautiful 
happy  thoughts  but  if  they  were  wrong, 
what  should  I  teach  my  child?  How 
could  I  give  him  a  desire  to  keep  clean, 
to  do  good  and  to  seek  intelligence?  How 
could  I  give  him  ioy  if  this  belief  in  God’s 
love  and  care  were  false? 

Such  an  overwhelming  weight  of  op¬ 
pression  assailed  me  that  I  involuntarily 
did  the  thing  I  had  always  done  in  any 


desperate  need — I  knelt  by  my  baby’s  crib 
and  prayed  for  truth.  Inconsistent  though 
it  may  seem,  I  prayed  to  God  and  asked 
Him  whether  or  not  there  is  a  God. 

Having  asked  Him,  I  felt  an  urge  to 
read  and  study.  To  my  surprise  the  sub¬ 
sequent  issues  of  the  daily  paper  (it  was 
not  issued  by  a  church)  and  every  maga¬ 
zine  that  came  into  our  home  had  at 
least  one  article  about  prayer,  the  Bible 
or  God.  I  studied  the  scriptures  and 
prayed  continually. 

One  morning  as  I  was  outside  washing 
clothes,  I  heard  the  rattle  of  a  buggy.  I 
looked  up  to  see  the  elderly  gentleman 
coming  down  the  hill  toward  our  gate.  In 
that  instant  a  wave  of  joy  swept  through 
my  soul  and  I  thought  aloud,  “You  may 
say  anything  you  wish,  now.  You  can 
never  hurt  me  again  because  I  know  that 
God  lives  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  our 
Redeemer.”  I  stopped,  really  amazed. 
I  tried  to  think  just  when  that  knowledge 
had  come  to  me  and  how  it  had  come.  I 
couldn’t  tell  but  I  felt  at  peace.  Doubt 
and  fear  were  gone.  Ineffable  joy  was 
mine.  I  realized  that  God  had  poured 
out  a  glorious  blessing  upon  me. 

I  tried  to  tell  my  friends  that  I  knew 
God  lived  and  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  the  only  means  of  exaltation. 
They  seemed  unimpressed.  So  I  learned 
that  this  testimony  given  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  not  gratuitously  rained  upon  all 
people.  It  is  given  to  those  who  manifest 
a  sincere  desire  for  it. 

Since  that  day,  so  long  ago,  I  have  seen 
many  signs  and  wonders.  I  have  learned 
new  truths  and  have  found  the  Gospel 
to  be  the  supreme  plan  for  soul  develop¬ 
ment. 


THE  SILVER,  GOLD  AND  PRECIOUS  STONES 

“The  silver,  gold  and  precious  stones,” 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  “are  Mine; 

The  cattle  on  a  thousand  hills 
I  own  by  right  divine.” 

Then  why  should  men  so  much  desire 
To  seize  on  all  they  see — 

Cheat,  covet  and  appropriate 
To  self  so  greedily? 

The  Saints  have  learned  a  purer  faith: 

They  own  the  Lord's  just  claim; 
They’re  stewards  o’er  what  they  possess, 
And  hold  it  in  His  name. 

— John  Jaques. 
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THE  BLOOD  OF  ISRAEL  TODAY 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Calif. 

The  Lord  has  forecast  a  definite  rise 
to  world  influence  and  power  of  Israelitish 
blood  in  the  latter  days.  Anciently  the 
God  of  Israel  had  the  following  to  say: 
“And  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down 
of  the  Gentiles,  until  the  times  of  the 
Gentiles  be  fulfilled."  (Luke  21:24.) 
Modernly,  He  has  said  this:  “And  when 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  is  come  in,  a  light 
shall  break  forth  among  them  that  sit  in 
darkness,  and  it  shall  be  the  fullness  of 
my  gospel  .  .  .  And  in  that  generation  shall 
the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled." 
(Doc.  and  Cov.  45:28-30.)  By  infer¬ 
ence,  then,  we  may  determine  that  there 
shall  come  a  time  in  the  last  days  when 
the  influence  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be 
dimmed,  and  a  corresponding  rise  to  world 
influence  and  power  shall  take  place  among 
those  of  God’s  children  who  have  the 
blood  of  Israel  flowing  in  their  veins. 

The  writer  is  thinking  particularly  of 
three  groups  of  people:  the  Jews,  the 
Lamanites  or  American  Indians,  and  the 
Latter-day  Saints  or  Mormons.  While  it 
it  not  supposed  that  these  three  groups 
comprise  all  of  the  Israelitish  blood  in  the 
known  world  today,  it  is  the  belief  of 
Latter-day  Saints  that  these  three  groups 
contain  much  of  the  blood  of  Israel,  and 
are  therefore  rightly  and  thoroughly  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Israelitish  blood  in  the 
present  world. 

Firstly,  then,  as  to  the  Jews.  Have  the 
children  of  Judah  come  to  the  fore  in 
world  interest  and  influence  during  the 
past  few  years?  Yes,  since  the  World  War 
of  1914-1918  the  Jews  have  been  un¬ 
ceasingly  in  the  public  eye.  First  there 
was  the  conquering  of  Palestine  by  the 
British  in  1917;  followed  by  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  a  British  mandate  for  Palestine  in 
1920.  This  opened  the  way  for  the  set¬ 
tling  of  the  Jews  in  the  land  of  their 
fathers  in  large  numbers.  During  the  past 
decade  the  persecuting  of  the  Jews  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  more  recently  in  Austria,  the 
race  riots  in  the  Holy  Land  between  the 
Jews  and  the  Arabs  (in  whose  veins  also 
flow  Israelitish  blood) ,  and  the  new  Ital¬ 
ian  policy  of  discriminating  against  the 
Jews, — all  these  have  served  to  keep  the 
Jews  before  the  world  with  unusual  prom¬ 
inence.  And  the  end  seems  far  from  being 
in  sight. 


Then  what  of  the  Lamanites  or  Amer¬ 
ican  Indians?  In  order  to  appreciate  the 
awakening  of  these  benighted  people,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  entire 
American  hemisphere,  with  the  exception 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  is  pre¬ 
dominantly  Lamanite  or  Indian.  It  is 
true  that  these  various  modern  nations  of 
South  America  and  Central  America  were 
slow  in  gaining  their  independence  from 
Europe.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  when 
they  did  awake,  these  American  Indian 
nations  showed  an  outstanding  forward 
movement  toward  independence  and  gen¬ 
eral  progress.  At  the  opening  of  the  twen¬ 
tieth  century  these  nations,  predominantly 
Lamanite  or  Indian,  gladly  joined  in  a 
Pan-American  movement  with  the  United 
States  and  Canada  for  mutual  indepen¬ 
dence  and  progress.  It  was  only  two  years 
ago,  in  December  of  1936,  that  all  these 
Lamanite  nations  joined  with  the  United 
States  in  a  solemn  pact  of  mutual  under¬ 
standing  and  independence.  This  pact 
was  solemnized  at  Buenos  Aires,  in  South 
America.  It  amounted  to  a  group  stamp 
of  approval  for  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  It 
was  a  concerted  effort  to  keep  free  of  world 
entanglements;  at  the  same  time  standing 
for  all  the  progress  which  grows  out  of 
democratic  freedom.  When  it  is  realized 
that  all  of  these  American  nations  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  Pan-American  Congress  of 
1936,  with  the  exception  only  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  were  predom¬ 
inantly  Lamanite  or  Indian,  the  result  is 
remarkable.  Truly  the  Lamanites  or 
American  Indians — benighted  children  of 
Israel  through  Manasseh,  are  coming  to 
the  fore  in  world  interest  and  influence. 

Finally,  what  of  the  Latter-day  Saints 
or  Mormons?  It  is  the  belief  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  that  the  blood  of  Israel  flows 
in  their  veins — chiefly  through  the  sons  of 
Joseph,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh.  The 
background  of  this  Mormon  conviction  is 
too  long  a  story  to  tell  here.  But  perhaps 
the  best  test  after  all  is  the  fruit  of  the 
conviction  which  is  already  being  borne. 
The  history  of  Mormonism  during  the 
past  five  years  has  been  evidence  in  abun¬ 
dance.  A  short  listing  of  achievements 
must  suffice. 

While  the  world  was  yet  in  the  depths 
of  the  recent  world  wide  financial  depres¬ 
sion,  Mormonism  began  to  emerge  as  a 
world  wide  organization.  Or  to  put  the 
same  thought  in  different  words,  in  the 
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dimming  of  the  light  of  the  Gentiles  comes 
the  emergence  of  a  new  philosophy  and  a 
new  people, — Mormonism  and  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints.  For  during  the  past  five 
years  the  following  Mormon  events  have 
taken  place:  (1)  the  erection  of  an  out¬ 
standing  chapel  and  bureau  of  information 
at  Washington,  D.  C.;  (2)  the  erection 
of  a  soul  stirring  monument  and  bureau  of 
information  at  the  Hill  Cumorah  in  wes¬ 
tern  New  York  state (3)  the  organizing 
of  stakes  (Mormon  diocese)  in  New  York 
City,  Chicago,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and 
cities  of  the  Pacific  coastal  states  (notably 
Seattle,  Portland,  Sacramento,  Gridley, 
Pasadena,  Long  Beach,  San  Bernardino  and 
Oakland,  with  organizations  having  al¬ 
ready  been  effected  in  San  Francisco  and 
Los  Angeles)  ;  (4)  the  instituting  of 

“America’s  Witness  for  Christ,”  the  “pas¬ 
sion  play”  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.;  (5)  the  announcing  of  a 
Mormon  Church  Security  Plan,  designed 
not  only  to  rehabilitate  Latter-day  Saints, 
but  to  show  the  world  at  large  a  new  way 
of  life. 

And  this  article  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  further  comment  on  the  last 
item  mentioned  above.  Many  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  magazines  and  periodicals  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile  world,  together  with  newspapers  far 
and  wide,  have  explained  and  commented 
favorably  on  the  workings  of  this  marvel¬ 
ous  Mormon  Security  Plan.  And  the 
Plan  is  only  in  its  infancy. 

Truly,  then,  the  blood  of  Israel  is 
coming  to  the  fore  in  these  latter  days. 
And  the  Lord  will  fulfill  His  purpose 
concerning  Israel,  even  as  He  has  spoken. 


“In  the  year  1855  Pres.  Wilford  Wood¬ 
ruff  set  this  in  his  diary:  ’After  retiring  to 
bed  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  show  me 
what  we  should  teach  the  people,  and  this 
I  received  as  an  answer:  “Let  my  servants 
obtain  the  Holy  Ghost  and  keep  my  Spirit 
with  them  and  that  will  instruct  them 
what  to  teach  my  people  continually.  In¬ 
struct  the  people  to  keep  my  Spirit  with 
them,  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  under¬ 
stand  the  word  of  the  Lord  when  it  is 
taught  to  them.”  ’ 

Being  in  constant  possession  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  listening  to  its  dictates — that 
may  be  said  to  have  been  the  motto  of 
Wilford  Woodruff.” — Short  History  of 
the  Church ,  Page  180. 


THE  RELIGIOUS  LIFE 

If  mankind  could  become  truly  re¬ 
ligious — that  is,  perfectly  related  to  God 
— vice  would  cease,  crime  would  be  wiped 
out  and  poverty  would  be  no  more.  If 
all  men  in  the  world  today  were  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  God,  loving  and  helping 
each  other;  disease  would  be  outgrown; 
tyranny  and  cruelty  would  vanish;  war 
would  cease  and  all  men  under  the  roof 
of  God’s  house  would  recognize  each 
other  as  brothers.  This,  and  infinitely 
more,  if  all  men  were  rightly  related  to 
God  and  to  each  other. 

The  world  is  civilized  just  to  the  ex¬ 
tent,  and  no  more,  that  we  are  religious. 
It  is  not  the  telegraph,  the  telephone,  the 
radio,  or  the  ships  that  fly  in  the  air 
and  sail  the  seas  that  make  us  civilized. 
It  is  not  control  of  the  natural  forces  of 
the  earth;  it  is  not  science,  music  or  art, 
that  makes  the  world  better.  These  ex¬ 
press  the  life  and  the  achievements  of  the 
age,  but  they  do  not  necessarily  lift  it  or 
lead  it  forward.  Ancient  Athens,  and 
Italy  at  the  Renaissance,  teach  us  the  truth 
that  art  and  literature,  music,  oratory  and 
beauty,  may  be  accompanied  by  inex¬ 
pressible  personal  and  social  corruption. 
It  is  the  spiritual  qualities,  the  religious  vir¬ 
tues,  that  make  men  and  women  civilized, 
that  lift  up  and  lead  mankind  forward. 

And,  now,  for  the  proper  living  of  the 
religious  life,  the  church  is  the  best  and 
the  grandest  organization  on  earth.  It  is 
the  only  organization  that  ever  existed  that 
has  had  for  its  one  distinctive,  definite  pur¬ 
pose  to  make  men  and  women  what  they 
ought  to  be,  to  get  them  into  right  rela¬ 
tions  with  God  and  with  each  other. 
There  is  no  other  organization  that  has 
that  one  distinctive  purpose  and  aim.  This 
being  true,  it  is  the  clear  duty  of  every 
man  to  help  this  great  organization,  the 
great  labors  of  which,  to  teach  men  how 
to  live  and  to  cleanse  and  purify  the 
world,  are  still  ahead. 

As  individuals  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
live  true  religious  and  spiritual  lives,  to 
help  our  fellows  to  live  as  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  God,  and  to  conquer,  control  and 
glorify  the  world.  It  is  a  glorious  thing 
that  by  living  the  religious  life  we  can 
co-operate  with  God  for  the  saving  of 
the  world. — Deseret  News . 


Be  honest  with  yourself;  then  it  will 
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dimming  of  the  light  of  the  Gentiles  comes 
the  emergence  of  a  new  philosophy  and  a 
new  people, — Mormonism  and  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints.  For  during  the  past  five 
years  the  following  Mormon  events  have 
taken  place:  (1)  the  erection  of  an  out¬ 
standing  chapel  and  bureau  of  information 
at  Washington,  D.  C.;  (2)  the  erection 
of  a  soul  stirring  monument  and  bureau  of 
information  at  the  Hill  Cumorah  in  wes¬ 
tern  New  York  state  (3)  the  organizing 
of  stakes  (Mormon  diocese)  in  New  York 
City,  Chicago,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and 
cities  of  the  Pacific  coastal  states  (notably 
Seattle,  Portland,  Sacramento,  Gridley, 
Pasadena,  Long  Beach,  San  Bernardino  and 
Oakland,  with  organizations  haying  al¬ 
ready  been  effected  in  San  Francisco  and 
Los  Angeles)  ;  (4)  the  instituting  of 

"America's  Witness  for  Christ,"  the  "pas¬ 
sion  play"  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y. ;  (5)  the  announcing  of  a 
Mormon  Church  Security  Plan,  designed 
not  only  to  rehabilitate  Latter-day  Saints, 
but  to  show  the  world  at  large  a  new  way 
of  life. 

And  this  article  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  further  comment  on  the  last 
item  mentioned  above.  Many  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  magazines  and  periodicals  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile  world,  together  with  newspapers  far 
and  wide,  have  explained  and  commented 
favorably  on  the  workings  of  this  marvel¬ 
ous  Mormon  Security  Plan.  And  the 
Plan  is  only  in  its  infancy. 

Truly,  then,  the  blood  of  Israel  is 
coming  to  the  fore  in  these  latter  days. 
And  the  Lord  will  fulfill  His  purpose 
concerning  Israel,  even  as  He  has  spoken. 


"In  the  year  1835  Pres.  Wilford  Wood¬ 
ruff  set  this  in  his  diary:  'After  retiring  to 
bed  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  show  me 
what  we  should  teach  the  people,  and  this 
I  received  as  an  answer  :  "Let  my  servants 
obtain  the  Holy  Ghost  and  keep  my  Spirit 
with  them  and  that  will  instruct  them 
what  to  teach  my  people  continually.  In¬ 
struct  the  people  to  keep  my  Spirit  with 
them,  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  under¬ 
stand  the  word  of  the  Lord  when  it  is 
taught  to  them."  ' 

Being  in  constant  possession  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  listening  to  its  dictates — that 
may  be  said  to  have  been  the  motto  of 
Wilford  Woodruff." — Short  History  of 
the  Church ,  Page  180. 
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Shalt  There  Be  War? 


UNDAMENTAL  IN  THE  PLAN 
of  the  Almighty  as  concerning  man 
and  the  life  of  man  is  that  he  shall 
be  a  free  agent  unto  himself — “to  choose 
his  life  and  what  he'll  be."  That  man 
might  have  opportunity  to  choose,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  unlike  things,  ideals, 
purposes  and  projects  from  which  to 
choose. 

Before  man's  birth  in  mortality  there 
were  in  existence  two  opposite  influences, 
pitted  against  each  other  for  control  of  the 
destiny  of  man.  As  the  prophet  has  said 
“it  must  needs  be  that  there  is  an  opposi¬ 
tion  in  all  things."  There  is  a  God  in 
heaven  who  shows  the  right  way  to  go 
and  whose  Spirit  pleads  with  man  to  walk 
therein;  and  as  sure  as  there  is  a  God  in 
heaven,  there  is  also  a  devil  somewhere  else 
who  wields  a  mighty  influence  to  lead 
men  off  the  path  of  right.  Before  the 
world  was*  the  spirits  of  men  chose  be¬ 
tween  these  two  opposing  forces  and 
there  was  war  in  heaven.  The  plan  of 
Satan  would  have  robbed  man  of*  his  free 
agency  and  established  a  dictatorship  and 
the  rule  of  compulsion;  but  he  was  de¬ 
feated  and  cast  out  of  heaven  onto  the 
earth.  Here  he  resumed  the  conflict  with 
righteousness.  He  deceived  Mother  Eve 
and  put  jealousy  and  greed  and  murder  in 
the  heart  of  Cain. 

Satan  is  a  diplomat  and  an  artist.  He 
paints  beautiful  pictures  and  makes  extrav¬ 
agant  promises,  but  he  is  a  liar  from  the 
beginning.  Those  who  trust  him  do  so 
at  their  peril  and  when  trouble  comes,  the 
devil  laughs.  He  is  the  author  of  jealousy,' 
selfishness,  compulsion  and  greed.  Self 
aggrandisement  is  the  prize  he  offers  and 
disappointment,  failure,  misery  and  death 
to  others  are  the  rungs  in  the  ladder  by 
which  his  disciples  ascend  to  power  and 
fame. 

As  long  as  men  in  sufficient  number 


listen  to  the  alluring  enticements  of  Satan 
there  will  be  war.  Only  by  accepting  the 
promptings  of  the  other  influence  can 
peace  be  maintained.  Love  of  God  and 
love  of  neighbor  in  the  hearts  of  all  men 
would  banish  war  from  the  earth.  If  the 
nations  would  but  heed  the  pleading  call 
of  the  Master,  what  a  world  of  peace  and 
happiness  there  would  be. 

In  this  day  of  want  in  the  midst  of 
plenty,  this  day  of  fear  instead  of  faith, 
of  disaster,  of  misery,  of  war  and  blood¬ 
shed — this  day  when  civilization  seems  to 
be  on  the  precipice  looking  down  into  the 
abyss  of  chaos,  what  pathos  there  is  in 
the  words  of  the  Savior  as  he  saw  the 
vision  of  the  future  and  cried  to  His 
people,  “O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would 
not!" 

And  we  still  will  not;  so  there  must 
be  war.  How  soon  it  will  engulf  the 
world  we  know  not.  Prophecies  indicate 
that  men  will  continue  to  yield  to  the 
enticing  influence  of  the  evil  one  until 
wickedness  shall  be  their  destruction. 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago  the 
Lord  said:  “The  day  speedily  cometh; 
the  hour  is  not  yet  but  is  nigh  at  hand, 
when  peace  shall  be  taken  from  the  earth, 
and  the  devil  shall  have  power  over  his 
own  dominion." 

Has  that  day  come?  If  not,  it  is  surely 
close  at  hand,  for  it  is  to  precede  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  Lord  which  cannot  be  afar  off. 
It  seems  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  fig  tree  has  been  putting  forth  leaves. 
They  are  seen  all  about  us  in  such  pro¬ 
fusion  that  we  cannot  escape  them.  The 
summer  or  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  near 
at  hand,  and  preceding  it  will  be  war  in 
all  lands  “until  the  consumption  decreed 
hath  made  a  full  end  of  all  nations,"  “And 
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all  things  shall  be  in  commotion;  and 
surely,  men's  hearts  shall  fail  them;  for 
fear  shall  come  upon  all  people." 

Terrible  as  that  day  will  be,  all  whose 
hearts  and  lives  are  right  may  find  con¬ 
solation  and  assurance  through  trust  in  the 
Lord  for  He  has  said:  4 ‘Peace  I  leave 
with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you;  not 
as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let 
it  be  afraid."  E.  L.  M. 


AN  ANGEL  FROM  ON  HIGH 


An  angel  from  on  high, 

The  long,  long  silence  broke; 

Descending  from  the  sky, 

These  gracious  words  he  spoke: 

Chorus 

Lo,  in  Cumorah's  lonely  hill 
A  sacred  record  is  concealed; 

Lo,  in  Cumorah's  lonely  hill 
A  sacred  record  is  concealed. 

Sealed  by  Moroni's  hand, 

It  has  for  ages  lain, 

To  wait  the  Lord's  command, 

From  dust  to  speak  again. 

It  speaks  of  Joseph's  seed, 

And  makes  the  remnant  known 

Of  nations  long  since  dead, 

Who  once  had  dwelt  alone. 

The  time  is  now  fulfilled, 

The  long  expected  day; 

Let  earth  obedience  yield, 

And  darkness  flee  away. 

Lo,  Israel  filled  with  joy, 

Shall  now  be  gathered  home, 

Their  wealth  and  means  employ 
To  build  Jerusalem. 

— Parley  P.  Pratt. 


"Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do, 
do  it  with  all  thy  might." 


ELDER  DON  B.  COLTON,  MISSION 
HOME  DIRECTOR 

Elder  Don  B.  Colton,  recently  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission,  has 
been  called  to  direct  affairs  of  the  Church 
Mission  Home.  This  position  was  made 
vacant  by  the  return  of  former  director 
J.  Wyley  Sessions  to  activity  in  Church 
school  system. 

After  graduating  from  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  Elder  Colton  practiced  law  in 
Uintah  County  for  some  years  until  be¬ 
coming  interested  in  political  life.  He 
has  served  in  both  houses  of  the  Utah 
state  legislature  and  for  twelve  years  as 
representative  in  the  National  Congress. 

For  three  years  Elder  Colton  presided 
over  the  Eastern  States  Mission  and  for 
many  years  previous  was  president  of  the 
Uintah  Stake  Academy.  He  brings  with 
him  a  wealth  of  experience  that  will  find 
helpful  application  in  the  training  of  out¬ 
going  missionaries. 


PRECIOUS  THINGS 

Some  things  are  precious  for  a  little  while  - 
Rare  jewels  that  light  memory's  varying  way 
Along  life's  sunken  roads  /  books,  that  dis¬ 
play 

The  trek  of  earth's  two  soldiers,  Tear  and 
Smile, 

Then  close }  clipped  poems,  sirens  to  beguile 
The  heart  and  race,  faun-like,  its  heart 
always/ 

Locks,  little  shoes,  and  trinkets,  Sorrow's  pay, 
That  rests  like  little  soldiers  in  a  pile. 
When  things  now  precious  drift  like  autumn 
seed 

Down  divers  lanes  volcanic  years  have 
made, 

And  life,  the  slave  of  camping  sighs,  is  freed 
From  frail,  adobe  capitol  of  shade, 

It  will  be  very  comforting,  indeed, 

To  own  eternal  things  that  cannot  fade. 

-William  Walter  De  Bolt. 
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Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good,  durable ,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed — sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada,  express  or  postage  paid,  for  $2.00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  twelve  (12)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewal. 
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all  things  shall  be  in  commotion;  and 
surely,  men’s  hearts  shall  fail  them;  for 
fear  shall  come  upon  all  people.” 

Terrible  as  that  day  will  be,  all  whose 
hearts  and  lives  are  right  may  find  con¬ 
solation  and  assurance  through  trust  in  the 
Lord  for  He  has  said:  “Peace  I  leave 
with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you;  not 
as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let 
not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let 
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An  angel  from  on  high, 

The  long,  long  silence  broke; 

Descending  from  the  sky, 
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From  dust  to  speak  again. 
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Of  nations  long  since  dead, 

Who  once  had  dwelt  alone. 

The  time  is  now  fulfilled, 

The  long  expected  day; 

Let  earth  obedience  yield, 

And  darkness  flee  away. 

Lo,  Israel  filled  with  joy, 

Shall  now  be  gathered  home, 

Their  wealth  and  means  employ 
To  build  Jerusalem. 

— Parley  P.  Pratt . 
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MEXICAN  MISSION — Harold  W.  Pratt.  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651,  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring.  7  Concord  Ave..  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  M ISSION— Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  255.5  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— David  A.  Broadbent.  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION — Preston  Nibley,  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  M ISSION— Merrill  D.  Clayson.  485  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams.  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso.  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION— William  W.  Seegmiller.  538  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Carlos  W.  Slone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"The  Lord  moves  in  a  mysterious  way  his  wonders 
io  perform." 

During  the  months  of  June,  July  and  part  of  August, 
the  Elders  have  been  confining  their  time  to  country 
work.  It  is  inspiring  to  note  just  how  the  testimonies 
of  the  Elders  have  been  strengthened.  Without  ex¬ 
ception  they  have  had  their  faith  tried  many  times,  by 
having  to  go  without  meals,  sleep  out  at  night,  and 
walk  great  distances  to  arrive  at  their  destinations.  Some 
have  encountered  sickness  and  infections  due  to  the 
unfavorable  environment,  but  all  have  proved  that 
prayer,  faith,  diligence  and  administration  one  to  the 
other  will  remove  all  obstacles  placed  before  them. 

Much  literature  has  been  distributed  in  the  country 
towns  and  along  the  highways,  and  a  number  of  Sun¬ 
day  Schools  have  been  started  in  the  homes  of  isolated 
Saints,  so  that  they,  too,  may  study  the  Gospel  by 
means  of  the  "Home  Sunday  Service." 

Many  invitations  have  been  extended  to  the  mission¬ 
aries  to  use  Church  buildings  of  other  denominations  for 
preaching  purposes.  Elders  Stout,  Lee,  Palmer,  and 
Peterson  have  been  privileged  to  speak  from  Protestant 
pulpits.  Sisters  Darley  and  Litster  of  Dallas  were  in¬ 
vited  to  speak  at  one  of  the  largest  Christian  churches 
in  the  city  of  Dallas.  They  were  able  to  explain  many 
principles  of  Mormonism  and  received  many  compli¬ 
ments  on  their  talks. 

The  Lord  has  poured  his  healing  power  upon  the 
afflicted,  so  that  they  have  been  able  to  rise  from 
their  beds,  to  work  or  to  worship.  Elders  Walsh  and 
Sadler  report  that  after  an  administration  to  a  sick 
lady,  "She  arose  from  her  bed  almost  immediately." 
Who  can  doubt  the  power  of  God? 

Elder  Walsh  writes:  "Along  the  road,  I  met  some 
very  interesting  people.  The  most  interesting  was  a 
man  in  the  declining  years  of  life.  I  told  him  my 
story.  He  has  been  a  member  of  three  denominations. 
He  has  given  up  all  denominations  till  he  finds  one  that 
agrees  with  the  Bible.  He  said  that  he  believed  the 
true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  the  earth  in  its 
purity,  and  he  was  praying  earnestly  to  find  it.  He 
said  he'd  give  anything  for  the  truth.  I  then  held  the 
Book  of  Mormon  up  before  him  and  told  him  there 
was  the  answer  to  his  prayers." 

The  following  were  recently  baptized:  Troy  Monday 
Fleinken,  William  Leon  Stanley,  Bruce  Edwin  Walters, 
Annie  Lorine  Stanley,  Winnie  Alice  Denlon,  Linna 
Starks,  Fern  Madge  Starks,  Pearl  Starks,  Audrey  Starks, 
James  Marshall  Ballard. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  M.  Holl,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Branch  conference  was  held  in  Fori  Worth  August 
14th.  President  E.  L.  Christiansen  and  Elder  Hugh  T. 
Stanford,  in  charge  of  the  M.  I.  A.  work  in  the  mis¬ 


sion,  were  in  attendance.  One  session  was  held  in  the 
morning  and  one  in  the  evening.  The  spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  present. 

Elders  Packer  and  Wozab  report  the  following: 
"During  our  Iracting  we  met  a  lady  who  had  been  to 
Utah  and  was  somewhat  interested  in  what  we  repre¬ 
sent.  She  bought  a  Book  of  Mormon  and  asked  for 
our  address.  Sometime  later,  she  and  her  husband  came 
down  to  our  rooms  and  requested  that  we  come  to 
her  place  and  hold  a  meeting  with  her  family  and 
friends.  We  gladly  accepted  the  invitation  to  hold 
the  meeting.  There  were  fourteen  present,  and  all 
were  non-members  but  us.  We  were  given  a  hearty 
welcome,  a  fine  supper,  and  a  cordial  invitation  to 
hold  another  meeting  in  the  near  future.  ,One  gentle¬ 
man  in  particular  said  he  viewed  Mormonism  as  evolu¬ 
tion,  and  that  he  considered  evolution  as  eternal  pro¬ 
gression. 

Elders  Webb,  Tippets  and  Holt  recently  visited  a 
Baptist  church  in  Abilene.  Quoting  from  their  letter 
describing  their  visit  we  read:  "On  entering  the  chapel 
Elder  Holt  informed  the  person  greeting  us  at  the  door 
that  we  were  missionaries  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  We  had  been  seated  about  five, 
minutes  when  we  were  called  upon  to  introduce  our¬ 
selves.  In  our  introduction  we  gave  the  names  of  our 
home  states.  It  seemed  rather  strange  to  them  for  us 
to  be  from  three  different  states  — California,  Utah, 
and  Arizona -and  yet  be  working  together  out  in  Texas. 
They  called  on  Elder  Holt  io  tell  them  of  our  work. 
He  told  them  about  our  Missionary  system.  Elders 
Webb  and  Tippets  were  also  called  on  to  speak.  We 
were  never  treated  better  in  our  own  Church  and  felt 
our  time  had  been  well  spent." 

During  the  past  month  ihe  following  have  been 
baptized:  Roy  Dean  Parker,  Esma  LaRue  Langford,  and 
Donald  G.  Hudson.  We  welcome  them  into  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  James  R.  Beliridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Monfrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

A  district  conference  was  held  in  San  Antonio  Aug. 
21st.  We  were  blessed  in  having  President  and  Sister 
Christiansen  with  us  and  also  Elder  Hugh  T.  Sanford 
and  Sister  Darlene  Christensen  who  are  in  charge  of 
the  Mission  M.  I.  A.  activities. 

Three  sessions  of  conference  were  held  throughout  the 
day.  Following  the  moning  session  a  delicious  lunch, 
furnished  by  the  priesthood  and  the  Relief  Society, 
was  served  to  all  in  attendance. 

In  the  afternoon  session,  the  Relief  Society  was  re¬ 
organized.  Sister  Louise  R.  Turley  was  made  president 
with  Sister  Alma  Kilpack  and  Sister  Nellie  Shannon  as 
first  and  second  counselors,  respectively.  All  of  these 
sisters  are  active  and  have  held  responsible  positions 
in  the  branch,  and  we  feel  that  they  are  well  qualified 
to  fill  their  calling.  The  local  Relief  Society  presi¬ 
dency  was  dissolved  upon  the  death  of  Sister  Lillian 
Parson. 

A  wonderful  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the  meetings. 
Timely  and  highly  spirited  talks  on  love  and  obedience 
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were  given  by  President  and  Sister  Christiansen.  Seven¬ 
teen  missionaries  were  in  attendance  and  their  Gospel 
talks  and  testimonies  added  much  to  the  good  time 
enjoyed  by  all. 

On  August  22  a  missionary  meeting  was  held  where 
President  Christiansen  gave  needed  and  appreciated 
advice  to  the  missionaries.  The  time  was  then  turned 
over  to  bearing  testimonies  and  needless  to  say  a  good 
spirit  prevailed.  After  the  meeting  each  missionary 
returned  to  his  field  of  labor  with  new  determination 
and  vigor  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Alton  Otis  Chambers 
of  Cedar  Creek,  Texas.  May  the  blessings  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  always  attend  him.  Brother  Chambers 
was  baptized  August  2,  by  Elder  Vernon  C.  Smith  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Edward  H.  Ramtpon. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  H.  Merchant, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  seems  to  be  progressing  through 
the  street  meetings  held  throughout  the  district.  Some 
of  the  missionaries  have  held  as  many  as  two  or  three 
a  day  and  have  thus  been  able  to  contact  a  number 
of  people  and  lend  many  Books  of  Mormon. 

Elders  J.  Marshall  Clarke  and  J.  Roger  Hanson  re¬ 
port  the  following:  "Our  cottage  meetings  and  street 
meetings  have  been  very  well  attended.  One  night 
we  preached  to  fifty  people  who  had  never  heard  of 
Mormonism.  They  became  very  interested  and  wanted 
our  literature.  We  stopped  in  Sicily  Island,  Louisiana, 
and  as  we  couldn't  get  a  ride  out  decided  to  hold 
a  street  meeting.  A  large  crowd  stopped  to  listen.  After 
meeting,  we  asked  if  anyone  knew  a  place  where  we 
might  spend  the  night  as  we  were  traveling  without 
money.  One  of  the  men  directed  us  to  the  home  of 
a  good  woman  who  not  only  gave  us  a  bed,  but  also 
something  to  eat.  She  seemed  very  interested  in  the 
message  we  had  and  we  were  able  to  leave  her  a  Book 
of  Mormon.  She  invited  us  to  come  back." 

The  following  is  from  the  report  of  Elders  Charles  H. 
Marchant  and  Rean  B.  Bisel:  "On  Friday  we  visited 
a  lady  who  has  been  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon 
since  last  May.  She  is  accepting  Mormonism  whole¬ 
heartedly.  While  we  were  mere  she  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks:  'I  can't  understand  why  more  people 
can't  realize  what  we  have  in  that  Book  of  Mormon/ 
it  is  the  word  of  God  without  a  doubt.  I  am  just  as 
sure  that  Joseph  Smith  was  called  of  God  as  I  am  that 
I  am  sitting  in  this  chair/  " 

The  members,  too,  can  help  in  this  work  as  is  shown 
by  this  report:  "On  Saturday  and  Sunday  we  held 
meetings  at  McClains  in  Hawthorne.  On  Monday, 
Brother  and  Sister  McClain  look  us  to  Rosepine  to  hold 
a  meeting  there  and  afterwards  drove  22  miles  to  get 
home.  The  next  night  we  had  a  meeting  scheduled 
for  the  same  place.  When  we  were  all  ready  to  start 
at  eight  o’clock,  a  school  bus  drove  up  with  a  load 
of  people  from  Hawthorne  who  had  come  to  attend 
the  meeting.  Altogether  we  had  from  50  to  60  people 
present.  It  was  through  the  efforts  of  Sister  McClain 
that  the  bus  load  of  people  came  from  Hawthorne  and 
we  wish  to  commend  her  not  only  for  that,  but  also 
fbr  the  fine  missionary  work  she  is  doing  at  and  around 
Hawthorne,  Louisiana." 

Investigators  seem  to  be  sensing  the  good  of  the 
Gospel  more  and  more.  Many  of  the  missionaries 
report  that  they  are  making  fine  contacts  with  people 
who  really  seem  interested  in  the  Gospel  and  in  going 
to  meetings  to  hear  its  principles  explained. 

Many  new  members  have  entered  into  the  sheepfold 
of  Christ  through  the  waters  of  baptism.  They  are  as 
follows:  Eugene  Wiggins,  Daisy  Maxine  Raphiel,  Gard¬ 
ner  Wallace,  Fanniel  Marie  Wallace,  William  H. 
Greaves,  Evan  Miller,  James  William  Chambers,  Eva 
Laverne  Hardy,  Mary  Rolene  Strickland,  May  O.  Hardy, 
William  Robert  McClellon,  and  James  E.  Connor. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gerald  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  President  and  Sister 
Christiansen  visit  the  district  August  6th  and  7th.  While 


they  were  here,  conference  sessions  were  held  in  Gon¬ 
zales  and  New  Orleans,  where  the  missionaries,  Saints 
and  friends  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  and  the 
grand  message  delivered  by  them. 

Since  June  1st  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  Elders 
of  the  district  to  travel  in  the  country  without  money. 
They  report  their  great  joy  and  success  in  this  work. 
Elders  Lloyd  Karren  and  Alfred  Bush,  after  making  a 
trip  of  16  miles  on  foot,  were  successful  in  getting  sub¬ 
scriptions  for  eight  "Home  Sunday  Service"  lessons, 
and  one  to  the  Liahona. 

"Where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way."  Through 
the  efforts  of  Sisters  Nora  Tait  and  Hazel  Ferrell,  lady 
missionaries  in  Baton  Rouge,  many  homes  have  been 
opened.  They  report:  "While  visiting  one  of  our 
members  in  the  hospital,  the  nurse  asked  us  to  step 
out  into  the  hall  for  a  few  moments.  Another  lady  was 
standing  there,  to  whom  we  made  ourselves  acquainted. 
She  gave  us  her  address  and  asked  us  to  call  on  her. 
When  we  did,  she  was  very  much  delighted,  so  we 
suggested  holding  meetings  with  her.  She  seemed 
anxious  for  th  opportunity  and  is  now  showing  much 
interest  in  the  Gospel. 

Elder  Oscar  Tracy,  the  Mission  Genealogical  Super¬ 
visor,  visited  the  South  Louisiana  District,  and  under  his 
direction,  genealogical  committees  were  organized  in 
Gonzales  and  New  Orleans. 

A  Relief  Society  was  organized  in  Albany,  August 
30,  1938.  We  pray  that  these  sisters  may  reap  the 
full  benefit  of  this  great  organization. 

With  congratulations,  we  welcome  the  following  into 
the  Church:  Mamie  Anthony,  Tilford  Anthony,  and 
Florence  Velda  Hutchinson. 

.  TRANSFERS 

LeGrande  W.  Sadler,  from  East  Texas  to  N.  Louisiana. 
Olaus  Johnson,  from  South  Louisiana  to  South  Texas. 
Lloyd  Karren,  from  West  Texas  to  South  Louisiana. 
Marvin  Mangum,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
Miles  Palmer,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas. 

Gail  P.  Hendrickson,  from  N.  Louisiana  to  West  Texas. 
Bert  Cowlishaw,  from  North  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
Rebecca  Darley,  from  East  Texas  to  Kelsey  School. 

Don  Wilson,  from  North  Louisiana  to  Kelsey  School. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Hugh  T.  Stanford -Mission  Y.M.M.I.A.  Supervisor. 
Darlene  Christensen  — Mission  Y.L.M.I.A.  Supervisor. 
RELEASE 

Arthur  F.  Evert,  of  S.  Texas  — Home,  Lovell,  Wyoming. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 


ALABAMA  DISTRICT William  F.  Gygi,  President. 

"Now  behold  a  marvelous  work  is  about  to  come 
forth  among  the  children  of  men.  Therefore  O  ye 
that  embark  in  the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve 
Him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and  strength, 
that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last 
day.  Therefore,  if  ye  have  desire  to  serve  God  ye 
are  called  to  th  work.  For  behold  the  field  is  white 
already  to  harvest/  and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in  his 
sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that 
he  perisheth  not,  but  bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul/ 
and  faith,  hope,  charity  and  love,  with  an  eye  single 
to  the  glory  of  God,  qualify  him  for  the  work.  Remem¬ 
ber  faith,  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience, 
brotherly  kindness,  godliness,  charity,  humility,  dili¬ 
gence.  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,  knock  and  it  shall 
be  opened  unto  you."  Doc.  &  Cov.  4. 

The  foregoing  text  regarding  ones  qualifications  for 
the  work  in  the  ministry  will  be  used  for  the  month 
of  October  as  the  "District  Truth  Gem."  In  a  plan 
just  recently  inaugurated,  a  passage  of  scripture  will 
be  selected  each  month  that  will  apply  to  those  so 
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actively  engaged  in  the  ministry.  We  feel  that  a 
practice  of  this  nature  will  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
missionaries  as  well  as  others  in  the  worthy  cause. 

The  missionaries  within  the  district  have  just  com¬ 
pleted  an  energetic  month's  work,  and  from  their  vari¬ 
ous  fields  of  labor  we  have  the  following  reports: 
Elders  Simmons  and  Blackham  who  have  been  traveling 
the  outlying  counties  relaied  that  on  three  occasions 
they  were  privileged  to  hold  services  in  a  Baptist 
Church  and  also  report  that  they  had  a  good  at¬ 
tendance  at  each  meeting.  Elders  Crolley  and  Crook 
laboring  in  Mobile  report  that  at  a  recent  dale  the 
Prichard  Branch  held  a  mid-summer  outing  at  Indian 
Springs.  The  program  of  the  day  consisted  of  recrea* 
tional  activities  along  with  a  presentation  from  the 
branch  Primary  and  then  closed  with  the  serving  of 
refreshments.  Following  the  day's  activities  an  outdoor 
preaching  service  was  held  which  was  attended  by 
many  who  were  attending  a  Mormon  service  for  the 
first  time.  Sisters  Pate  and  Smith  also  laboring  in 
Mobile  report  that  recently  they  were  privileged  to 
visit  a  home  where  a  minister  of  another  faith  ad¬ 
dressed  the  group  assembled,  and  used  as  his  text  the 
2nd  Chapter  of  Daniel.  After  finishing  his  remarks 
the  lady  missionaries  advised  him  that  he  had  left  his 
remarks  unfinished  and  proceeded  to  give  him  our 
version  of  the  same  text.  They  were  especially  thrilled 
to  be  able  to  present  facts  that  could  not  in  any  way 
be  undermined  or  found  faulty. 

FLORIDA  DISTRICT Lynn  C.  Markham,  President. 

No  matter  where  the  Latter-day  Saints  may  be  resid¬ 
ing,  July  24th  becomes  one  of  their  sacred  days.  A  day 
to  be  remember,  hallowed,  and  celebrated.  The  Florida 
Dist~ict  was  indeed  privileged  to  have  as  a  guest  during 
their  Pioneer  Celebration  at  San  Mateo,  Fla.  President 
and  Sister  Merrill  D.  Clayson  and  familv.  After  such 
a  spirited  Rodeo  and  Pioneer  Ball  on  Saturday  and 
an  inspirational  Union  meeting  on  Sunday,  the  24th  at 
San  Mateo  will  be  long  remembered  by  both  Saints 
and  friends. 

When  summer  months  roll  around,  it  is  time  for 
the  Elders  to  do  their  country  work.  There  has  been 
an  extra  load  put  on  each  pair  of  Elders  this  year 
because  of  our  small  number.  Elder  Shields  and  Eccles, 
have  done  a  most  worthy  work  in  their  territory. 
During  August  they  have  blessed  17  young  children, 
and  baptized  14.  Elders  Karren  and  Packer  say,  "There 
is  no  question  in  our  minds  but  what  we  are  accomplish¬ 
ing  a  good  work."  Elder  E.  Lowell  Shepherd,  who  has 
been  laboring  in  Miami  with  Elder  Farren  Nielsen  was 
called  to  West  Palm  Beach  to  conduct  the  funeral  ser¬ 
vices  of  one  of  our  members.  He  remarked,  "The 
Lord  certainly  blessed  me  for  I  had  to  do  the  singing, 
praying,  preaching,  and  dedicating  of  the  grave." 
That  is  a  real  experience. 

While  the  Elders  are  out  of  Jacksonville,  the  local 
brethren  and  sisters  have  been  assisting  the  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Sisters  Fern  Dansie  and  Marianne  Hobson, 
in  the  park  and  street  meetings.  These  meetings  are 
really  an  asset  to  missionary  work.  These  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  also  giving  the  regular  radio  broadcast 
over  WJAX.  They  are  using  a  discussion  form  of  pro¬ 
gram  and  it  is  proving  very  successful. 

Recently  Sisters  Scott  and  Rhodehouse,  who  are  labor¬ 
ing  in  Tampa,  gained  permission  to  hold  a  neighborhood 
Primary  in  Pobles  Park.  This  is  indeed  a  step  forward 
in  the  advancement  of  the  work  in  that  city. 

WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT Darrell  A.  Wilson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"And  now,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  the  thing 
which  will  be  of  the  most  worth  unto  you  will  be  to 
declare  repentance  unto  this  people,  that  you  may 
bring  souls  unto  me,  that  you  may  rest  with  them  in 
the  kingdom  of  my  Father."  D.  &  C.  16:6. 

Through  the  consistent  efforts  of  the  missionaries  in 
West  Florida,  we  have  been  able  to  bring  22  into  the 
fold  of  Christ  through  the  waters  of  baplism.  We  wel¬ 
come  these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and  wish  them 


continued  success,  happiness  and  progress  throughout 
life. 

Some  very  choice  experiences  have  been  enjoyed  by 
the  missionaries.  While  the  Elders  were  working  in 
the  country  Sisters  Jeppson  and  Revill  were  carrying 
the  work  forward  in  Pensacola.  They  write  the  fol¬ 
lowing  experience.  "One  day  while  trading,  we 
loaned  a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  a  Christian 
minister.  When  we  called  back,  he  talked  with  us 
about  our  Church  for  two  hours.  He  requested  us 
to  leave  the  book  a  little  longer  and  to  be  sure  to 
call  back  and  talk  to  him  within  the  next  week.  We 
went  back  and  he  advised  us  he  had  been  talking  on 
various  denominations  and  creeds  and  intended  discuss¬ 
ing  the  "Mormon"  religion  and  wanted  us  to  hear  the 
sermon.  He  asked  many  questions  about  the  history  of 
our  Church,  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  various  other 
things.  Two  weeks  later  he  notified  us  he  was  talking 
on  "Mormonism"  that  Sunday  night  and  we  attended 
the  service.  President  Wilson  happened  to  come  in 
town  that  night  and  attended  the  meeting  also.  The 
minister  referred  to  our  religion  as  an  "All  American 
Religion."  He  gave  a  very  fair  talk  on  the  history 
and  some  of  the  teachings  of  the  Church.  He  also  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  other  points  of  our 
doctrine,  however,  he  didn't  explain  them  very  satis¬ 
factorily,  but  he  did  not  attempt  to  denounce  the 
Church  in  any  way.  He  told  the  congregation  about 
our  missionary  system  and  commended  it  very  highly. 
After  he  finished  talking  he  introduced  us  and  asked 
if  we  would  introduce  the  others  accompanying  us. 
We  introduced  President  Wilson  and  asked  that  he  be 
permitted  to  speak.  The  request  was  granted  and  he 
told  them  a  little  more  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  After 
the  meeting  most  of  the  congregation  came  up  to  meet 
us  and  invited  us  to  come  back.  Some  of  them  in¬ 
vited  us  to  their  homes  and  requested  us  to  lend  them 
copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  This  is  surely  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  us  of  the  divinity  and  power  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon." 

We  are  indeed  grateful  for  the  many  opportunities 
we  have  had  to  preach  the  restored  Gospel  and  for 
the  many  friends  that  have  been  raised  up  to  us  in 
time  of  need. 

GEORGIA  DISTRICT: -Harold  E.  Nelson,  President. 

Trembling  with  awe  and  fear,  the  mind  inquires, 

"What  master  spirit,  now  the  bard  inspires? 

What  bold  philosophy  shall  dare  assign 

A  law  to  govern  miracles  divine, 

Tell  how  effects  transpire  without  a  cause, 

And  how  kind  nature  breaks  kind  nature's  laws?" 

Elders  M.  Dover  Hunt  and  Charles  Crook  received 
a  call  from  a  young  man  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Church,  asking  them  to  come  and  administer  to  his 
sick  baby.  Of  the  event  the  Elders  write:  "When  we 
arrived  at  his  home  we  found  a  little  three  month  old 
baby  lying  in  its  crib.  As  we  approached  we  noticed 
that  its  eyes  were  glazed  and  rolled  back  in  its  head 
so  that  only  the  whites  were  showing.  Its  little  lips  and 
hands  were  blue  and  we  felt  that  it  was  about  to  pass 
through  the  portals  of  life.  Because  of  the  many  noi\- 
members  present  we  explained  to  them  about  admin¬ 
istering  to  the  sick  and  then  performed  the  ordinance. 
Three  hours  later,  when  we  left,  the  color  had  returned 
to  the  baby's  cheeks,  its  eyes  had  resumed  their  na¬ 
tural  position,  its  breath  was  regular  and  normal  and 
it  was  resting  peacefully.  We  were  called  to  ad¬ 
minister  to  it  later  on  two  different  occasions.  Today 
the  baby  is  well  and  happy." 

Elders  Vernon  Armstrong  and  W.  Max  Carter,  who 
are  laboring  in  Athens,  made  an  appointment  to  give 
an  illustrated  lecture  to  the  Lion's  Club  in  that  city. 
When  the  missionaries  arrived  at  the  meeting  they 
were  treated  rather  coldly  but  after  they  had  given  the 
lecture  and  told  somewhat  of  the  early  history  of  the 
Church,  the  attitude  of  the  people  changed  very  much. 
Many  questions  were  asked  and  the  Elders  were  in¬ 
vited  back  to  give  another  lecture  soon. 
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On  his  way  to  visit  a  family  of  country  members 
Elder  M.  Dover  Hunt  was  given  a  ride  by  a  young 
fellow  in  a  new  car.  They  traveled  about  80  miles 
per  hour.  When  they  were  about  half  way  to  their 
destination  the  driver  started  to  pass  another  car  on 
a  curve  near  the  bottom  of  a  hill.  Just  as  he  started 
out  around  he  saw  that  he  was  meeting  another  car. 
To  avoid  hitting  either  of  the  other  cars  he  turned  off 
the  side  of  the  road.  They  went  off  a  hill  at  an  angle 
but  landed  at  the  bottom  right  side  up  and  unhurt. 
Indeed  the  Lord  watches  over  those  who  are  engaged 
in  his  service. 

The  lady  missionaries  of  the  district  have  been  very 
successful  in  their  efforts.  Sisters  Lydia  Washburn  and 
Nadine  Bowman,  who  were  just  recently  assigned  to 
labor  in  East  Point,  have  three  Primaries  and  many 
fine  investigators.  In  Macon,  Sisters  Lillie  Deaton  and 
Maude  Dial  have  so  many  people  interested  in  our 
message  that  they  can  hardly  find  time  to  visit  them 
all  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

With  such  fine  experiences  as  these  to  strengthen 
their  testimonies,  the  missionaries  of  this  district  are 
pressing  forward  with  renewed  energy  and  enthusiasm 
in  their  work.  As  a  result  we  can  see  the  work  of 
the  Lord  growing  here  in  this  part  of  his  vineyard. 

MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT:  -Benj.  W.  Wilkerson,  President. 

"Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
fruit/  So  shall  ye  be  my  disciples."  (John  15:8.)  Sure¬ 
ly  these  words  of  advice  by  the  Savior  to  his  disciples 
are  applicable  to  his  true  servants  today,  and  we  feel 
that  the  missionaries  of  the  Mississippi  District  have 
proved  their  right  to  be  disciples  of  the  Lord  by  their 
"much  fruit." 

Sisters  Winthrop  and  Sant  have  secured  a  radio  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  Hattiesburg  radio  station.  They  have  to 
take  turn  with  the  other  churches  of  the  city,  but  are 
very  thankful  for  any  time  at  all. 

Truly  a  miracle  was  wrought  when  Sister  Sant  was 
operated  on  for  appendicitis.  After  being  administered 
to  she  never  had  any  pain.  The  dcotor  said  she  recov¬ 
ered  from  her  operation  quicker  than  any  one  he  had 
ever  operated  on.  We  feel  that  this  is  her  reward 
for  keep  the  "Word  of  Wisdom,"  and  the  other  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord. 

Elders  Webb  and  Rex  while  laboring  in  Meridian 
were  permitted  to  hold  a  funeral  in  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Vienville.  The  pastor  offered  the  invoca¬ 
tion.  Some  of  the  people  in  attendance,  who  formerly 
were  bitter  against  the  Church,  complimented  the 
Elders  on  their  fine  sermons.  At  another  funeral  held 
by  these  same  brethren  some  non-members  said  the 
Elders  preached  the  best  sermons  they  had  ever  heard. 

Elders  Lee  and  Harvey  on  visiting  a  Sister  Lee  and 
family  in  the  country  related  the  folowing  experience. 
"The  family  lives  only  about  5  miles  from  town  but 
hadn't  been  visited  in  a  year  and  a  half.  When  we 
arrived  Sister  Lee  told  us  her  daughter  had  said 
about  two  hours  before  that  she  prayed  for  us  to 
come  that  day,  as  she  had  something  about  which 
to  consult  us.  We  know  our  Heavenly  Father  does 
answer  a  sincere  prayer  when  it  is  for  our  good." 

Our  state-wide  leadership  convention  held  in  Colum¬ 
bia  on  July  1,  2,  and  3  was  well  attended.  There  were 
between  200  and  300  people  at  each  session.  Much 
valuable  instructions  was  given  by  President  Clayson 
and  the  very  capable  office  force  from  Atlanta.  Just 
eighteen  years  ago  the  Elders  were  driven  out  of 
Columbia  by  the  police.  At  this  time  we  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  use  the  new  $132,000.00  high  school  build¬ 
ing  in  which  to  hold  the  convention.  Since  the  con¬ 
vention  President  Clayson  has  been  on  a  "building 
tour"  of  the  district.  Well  attended  meetings  were 
held  in  Piave,  Seminary,  Jackson,  Meridian  and  other 
cities. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Margaret  Melvin,  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  W.  South 

Carolina  (from  leave  of  absence.) 

TRANSFERS 

James  A.  Hunter,  from  W.  South  Carolina  to  N.  Miss. 


Lee  Glen  Boyden,  from  N.  Mississippi  to  W.  So.  Carolina. 
Margaret  Rigby,  from  South  Georgia  to  Mississippi. 
Ruth  Padgett,  from  West  South  Carolina  to  Alabama. 
Hilda  Wilkes,  from  West  South  Carolina  to  W.  Florida. 
Joseph  N.  Gunderson,  from  W.  South  Carolina  to  S.  Ga. 
Wallis  G.  Hannah,  from  Alabama  to  North  Mississippi. 
APPOINTMENTS 

James  A.  Hunter  -  District  President  N.  Mississippi  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Nancy  Folsom,  of  S.  Georgia -Home,  Palatka,  Florida. 
Grant  E.  Allen,  of  S.  Carolina -Tiome,  Gilbert,  Arizona. 
Doris  Sims,  of  W.  South  Carolina -Home,  Marianna,  Fla. 
Margie  Jeppson,  of  West  Florida —  Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Vera  Winthrop,  of  Mississippi -Home,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
Arthur  McOmber,  of  S.  Georgia -Home,  Pocalello,  Idaho. 
Ross  R.  Paul,  from  leave  of  absence  — Home,  Riverside, 
Calif. 

William  Gray,  from  leave  of  absence  — Home,  Farming- 
ton,  Utah. 

Norma  Berry,  from  leave  of  absence -Home,  Holbrook, 
Arizona. 

Jessie  Lee  Copeland,  of  Alabama  — Home,  Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

L.  KAY  GUYMON,  Mission  Secretary. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  Coy  Miles,  President. 

And  Peter  said  unto  them  "Repent  and  be  baptized, 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  — Acts  2:37-8. 

The  Lord  in  this  dispensation  has  said  to  his  children 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  (Doc.  8:  Cov.  20:37), 
"All  those  who  humble  themselves  before  God,  and  de¬ 
sire  to  be  baptized,  and  come  forth  with  a  broken  heart 
and  a  contrite  spirit,  and  witness  before  the  church 
that  they  have  truly  repented  of  all  their  sins,  and  are 
willing  to  take  upon  them  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  hav¬ 
ing  a  determination  to  serve  him  to  the  end,  and  truly 
manifest  by  their  works  that  they  have  received  of 
the  spirit  of  Christ  unto  the  remission  of  their  sins, 
shall  be  received  by  baptism  into  his  church." 

During  the  past  month  21  people  have  taken  this 
covenant  of  baptism.  We  welcome  them  with  open 
arms  into  the  Kingdom  of  God,  biding  them  God's 
blessings  along  the  road  of  a  more  glorious  life. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT  :-G.  Worth  Bench,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Within  the  past  month,  President  Tew  accompanied 
by  his  daughter,  Merlene,  and  her  companion,  Ellen 
Cahoon,  have  made  a  thorough  tour  of  Virginia  West 
District.  Conferences  have  been  held  in  the  various 
branches,  and  on  August  21,  all  missionaries  and  a  great 
number  of  Saints  and  friends  met  at  Roanoke  and 
brought  the  tour  to  its  climax.  We  have  indeed 
enjoyed  the  visit  of  our  president  and  feel  that  he  has 
done  much  to  enlighten  the  Saints  and  friends  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 

We  welcome  into  the  district  Sister  Helen  Moffett 
and  Elder  Louis  C.  Holder.  Elder  Holder  has  been 
assigned  to  continue  his  labors  with  Elder  Dell  W. 
Hymas,  and  visit  members  and  friends  in  isolated  sec¬ 
tions. 

Sisters  Clara  Brasher  and  Helen  Moffett,  laboring  in 
Roanoke,  find  plenty  to  do.  These  sisters  have  six 
Primaries,  and  a  regular  circuit  of  meetings  held  among 
the  Saints  and  investigators.  We  commend  them  for 
their  diligence  and  sincerity  in  this  work.  The  M.  I.  A. 
has  been  organized  in  various  branches  by  Elders  G. 
Worth  Bench,  and  James  Lorin  Jex.  They  also  ac¬ 
companied  President  Tew  upon  his  tour  of  the  district. 

Elders  Curtis  Fillmore  and  Leo  Dee  Sanders  report: 
"Our  summer's  work  has  been  very  promising.  The 
people  have  responded  full  heartedly  to  our  meetings, 
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and  many  friends  have  been  made,  ihai  in  time  may 
lead  to  conversions." 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT Don  G.  Lee, 
President. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  during  the  last  month, 
seven  souls  have  been  led  info  the  waters  of  baptism. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  with  these  good  people  who  have 
complied  with  the  will  of  our  Father  in  Heaven,  there¬ 
by  receiving  his  spirit  to  be  an  abiding  companion  to 
them  in  their  daily  walks  and  talks  of  life. 

A  district  missionary  report  meeting  and  conference 
was  held  at  Fairmont  on  the  20  and  21st  of  this  month. 
The  missionaries  feel  their  responsibility,  and  are  using 
every  known  means  to  present  the  Gospel  in  an  appeal¬ 
ing  way.  We  rejoice  in  what  has  been  accomplished, 


have  the  experience  of  others  to  go  by.  Through  the 
restoration  of  the  Gospel,  the  veil  has  been  removed 
from  the  eyes  of  those  who  will  try  to  see  the  road 
that  leads  to  eternal  life.  The  Lord  has  given  many 
promises  to  those  who  overcome  adversity.  The  early 
life  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant  is  a  good  example, 
in  his  learning  to  play  ball,  to  sing,  and  master  pen¬ 
manship.  These  are  some  of  his  achievements  although 
the  odds  seemed  against  him. 

Elder  Bassett  T.  Wright,  mission  representative,  spent 
ten  days  with  us  in  the  district.  Elders  Wright  and 
D.  K.  Schiess  made  a  tour  of  the  district,  holding  con¬ 
ferences  and  officers'  meetings.  Much  good  was  ac¬ 
complished  in  Elder  Wright's  short  visit,  many  problems 
were  solved  and  new  methods  were  started. 


MISSIONARIES  OF  VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE  IN  ROANOKE,  AUG.  21,  1928 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  District  President  G.  Worth  Bench,  Helen  Moffit,  Clara  Brasher, 
James  Lorin  Jex*.  , 

Back  Row:  Dell  W.  Hymas,  Curtis  Fillmore,  Mission  President  William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  Leo  D. 
Sanders. 


but  with  the  thought  in  mind  that  the  Gospel  will  bei 
preached  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  people, 
we  press  on  to  the  high  goal. 

Elders  Lee  and  Judd  held  funeral  services  at  Elkins 
for  Mr.  Floyd  Pudder.  This  makes  the  second  service 
they  have  held  for  the  same  family.  They  are  non¬ 
members,  but  through  the  Elder's  willingness  to  help 
their  fellow  men  in  time  of  need  they  have  enjoyed  the 
good-will  of  the  entire  community. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICTED.  K.  Schiess, 
President. 

Great  minds  have  purpose,  others  have  wishes;  little 
minds  are  tamed  and  subdued  by  misfortune,  but  great 
minds  rise  above  them.  There  are  problems  to  meet 
and  obstacles  to  overcome  in  all  walks  of  life.  The 
Lord  did  not  put  them  in  our  way  to  hinder  our 
progres,  but  to  strengthen  us  by  overcoming  them. 
The  last  century  has  seen  the  greatest  progress  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  because  people  are  thinking  for 
themselves,  having  broken  down  the  traditions  of  their 
progenitors.  Old  methods  have  been  done  away  with, 
in  this  age  of  invention. 

Naturally  the  Lord  expects  more  of  us,  because  we 


EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Wayne  G.  Olson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wonders  to 
perform."  This  was  called  to  the  minds  of  Elders 
Wayne  G.  Olson  and  Herbert  L.  Tracy  a  few  nights 
ago.  After  waiting  until  nearly  dark,  on  the  highway, 
for  a  ride  a  few  miles  out  in  the  country  to  visit  an  iso¬ 
lated  family  of  Saints,  they  decided  to  return  to  their 
room. 

Upon  stopping  at  a  friend's  grocery  store  for  a  few 
provisions,  they  were  introduced  to  a  man  who  was 
firmly  established  in  the  teachings  of  a  well  known, 
modern,  exponent  of  religion. 

A  long  discussion  on  gospel  principles  followed  which 
drew  many  attentive  listeners.  At  the  close  of  the 
discussion  the  Elders  had  established  a  more  friendly 
feeling  between  themselves  and  the  listeners,  also 
stirred  up  many  questions  in  the  minds  of  these  people. 
This  afforded  a  splendid  opportunity  for  explaining 
more  of  our  principles,  which  the  Elders  took  advantage 
of.  In  parting  many  asked  for  literature  and  expressed 
a  desire  to  meet  again  to  hear  more  of  our  principles. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  missionaries  of  this 


September  27,  1938 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


187 


district  have  administered  the  ordinance  of  baptism 
to  18  souls  during  the  past  month;  also  that  two  home 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  started. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Orval  Mecham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

August  16th  in  the  forenoon  a  report  meeting  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Brother  W.  B.  Ray  of  Madisonville, 
at  which  each  missionary  gave  a  short  presentation  of 
some  Gospel  subject  and  a  report  of  his  activities  dur¬ 
ing  the  month.  These  meetings  afford  excellent  op¬ 
portunity  for  discussing  problems  pertaining  to  the 
Gospel  and  our  misionary  work.  They  also  help  to 
increase  the  testimonies  of  the  missionaries.  In  the 
afternoon  a  good  sociable  soft  ball  game  was  played 
by  the  traveling  Elders  and  local  brethren  of  Madison¬ 
ville.  The  Elders  of  this  district  can  play  soft  ball, 
but  we  will  have  to  admit  that  our  local  brethren  can 
also.  The  following  day  three  inspirational  sessions  of 
conference  were  conducted  at  the  county  court  house, 
with  a  large  attendance  at  each  of  the  sessions. 

We  have  been  striving  diligently  this  summer  to  pay 
a  personal  visit  to  all  isolated  members  of  this  dis¬ 
trict,  holding  meetings  with  them,  and  establishing  in 
their  homes  the  "Home  Sunday  Service/*  which  is 
proving  very  vital  to  each  of  them. 

With  the  words  of  advice  in  mind  which  are  record¬ 
ed  in  the  Doc.  and  Cov.  18:10,  "Remember  the  worth 
of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God,"  the  Elders  of 
this  district  have  been  able,  during  the  month  of  Aug¬ 
ust,  to  add  to  the  fold  10  persons  through  baptism. 
We  rejoice  to  welcome  them  into  the  Church. 

We  join  in  extending  greetings  to  all  missionaries 
of  our  neighboring  districts. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT :-E.  Jay  Whiting,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Our  summer  work  is  drawing  to  a  close  soon  and  we 
feel  we  have  been  blessed  exceedingly  in  our  labors 
in  the  three  months  we  have  spent  in  visiting  our 
members  in  the  isolated  parts  of  the  district,  and  en¬ 
couraging  them  to  live  the  Gospel.  We  have  also 
carried  on  a  very  successful  season  of  meeting  with 
the  non-members  in  the  country  sections  and  we  have 
held  many  meetings  with  them  and  have  made  many 
friends.  We  have  been  able  to  place  many  of  the 
"Home  Sunday  Services"  and  know  they  are  doing 
a  great  deal  of  good  in  helping  the  members  to  realize 
their  responsibility  of  teaching  their  children  the  Gospel. 

On  August  14,  Elders  Whiting  and  Cullimore  assisted 
by  Elders  Michaelson  and  Forsyth  held  a  very  inspira¬ 
tional  baplismal  service  in  Cumberland  Gap,  Tennessee, 
with  nearly  three  hundred  in  attendance.  Sisters  Okie 
and  Ethyl  Haynes,  Ethyl  Helton,  Beatrice  Williford,  and 
Carl  Shipley  were  baptized.  Also  Brother  Lester  H. 
Monroe,  and  Sister  Harmon  were  baptized  making  18 
souls  baptized  during  our  summer  work. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST:-J.  Robert  Buswell,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We  rejoice  to  report  that  19  souls  entered  the  waters 
of  baptism  this  month.  Truly  "Man  is  that  he  might 
have  joy"  and  surely  the  greatest  joy  on  earth  is  in 
the  realization  that  someone  has  been  shown  the  true 
plan  of  life  and  salvation.  Elders  Webb  and  Lambert 
have  worked  untiringly  with  the  people  in  Garner  and 
as  a  result  they  have  been  instrumental  in  uniting  an¬ 
other  of  our  families  in  regard  to  the  Gospel.  Sister 
Tilden  and  her  children  were  baptized.  Brother  Tilden 
has  been  a  member  for  many  years  and  he  is  receiving 
the  joy  and  soul  contentment  of  a  united  home,  ready 
now  and  willing  to  teach  the  Gospel  by  reflecting 
L.  D.  S,  character  and  ideals  as  a  family  unit. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Father  that  he  has  prepared 
the  way  for  the  instilling  in  the  souls  of  our  new 

brothers  and  sisters  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  of  lovet 

and  we  hope  for  them  all  peace  and  joy  and  the  over¬ 
whelming  feeling  of  a  contented  mind  and  a  warmed 
hea-i  at  this  important  step  they  have  taken.  May  we 
all  continue  faithful  in  the  kingdom  of  God  and  be 

valiant  until  it  fills  the  earth  and  subdues  all  evil. 


May  we  never  be  slackers  in  our  effort  to  bring  to  our 
fellows  the  Gospel  of  peace  and  contentment,  and  show 
them  the  way  of  salvation  through  unselfish  service* 
and  love. 

TRANSFERS 

Louis  C.  Holder,  from  W.  Virginia  North  to  Virginia  W. 
Ralph  Jones,  from  Office  to  North  Carolina  East  District. 
Don  C.  Thoresen,  from  West  Kentucky  to  Virginia  East. 
Alfred  R.  Burton,  from  E.  Kentucky  to  N.  Carolina  West. 
Gerald  M.  Wilkinson,  from  E.  Kentucky  to  N.  Carolina  E. 
Edwin  R.  Riggs,  from  N.  Carolina  E.  to  N.  Carolina  W. 
RELEASES 

George  H.  Gabbott,  of  Ky.  W.-Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Rey  L.  Fenn,  of  Kentucky  W.-Home,  Benson,  Arizona. 
Leon  Phelps,  of  Virginia  W.-Home,  Mesa,  Arizona. 
Bernice  Fowles,  of  N.  Carolina  E.-Home,  Ogden,  Utah. 
Winnifred  McDonald,  of  Tenn.  E.-Home,  Midvale,  Utah. 
Allen  Fortner,  of  North  Carolina  East  — Home,  Chap- 
mansville,  W.  Va. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  DISTRICT Basil  R.  Walker,  Presi¬ 
dent,  906  6th  Ave.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

There  is  nothing  that  brings  greater  pleasure  to  one 
than  to  know  that  he  has  done  his  best.  Failure  is  not 
so  bitter  if  we  know  we  have  given  our  best  in  an 
attempt  to  succeed.  But  whether  we  succeed  or  fail 
we  find  no  contentment  if  our  conscience  gnaws  at  our 
heart;  if  we  know  that  our  success  was  partly  due  to 
dishonesty  or  deceit,  or  that  our  failure  was  a  result 
of  our  negligence  or  error. 

"Courage  brother,  do  not  stumble 
Tho'  the  path  be  dark  as  night; 

There's  a  star  to  guide  the  humble - 
Trust  in  God  and  do  the  right." 

Each  day  of  our  life  brings  us  problems,  each  day 
we  make  our  mistakes,  each  day  we  fail  at  some  things 
and  succeed  in  others;  but  if  each  day  we  put  our 
trust  in  God  and  do  the  right  we  need  never  fear  of 
going  wrong. 

In  the  evening  of  July  4th  the  missionaries  of  this 
district  attended  conference  at  Omaha  where  they  were 
privileged  to  have  Elder  Charles  A.  Callis  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Wm.  W.  Seegmiller  address  them.  The  following 
morning  a  missionary  report  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Winter  Quarters  Cemetery. 

Four  weeks  ago  Sister  Vera  Jewett  entered  the  hos¬ 
pital  as  a  result  of  a  tooth  infection.  She  has  been 
improving  rapidly  and  may  be  released  from  the  hos¬ 
pital  soon. 

Geraldine  Croson,  Lorene  Ada  Halstead,  Loraine  Ida 
Halstead,  and  Virginia  May  Tague  were  baptized  re¬ 
cently  into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  We  extend  them  a  hearty  welcome. 

NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT Ivan  H.  Woodward, 
President,  909  South  Cedar,  Casper,  Wyoming. 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wonders  to 
perform." 

In  addition  to  the  dedication  of  the  new  Casper 
chapel,  which  added  much  to  the  spirit  of  good-will 
toward  the  Mormon  people  and  their  belief,  we  have 
other  striking  instances  which  show  how  God  can  ac¬ 
complish  his  work. 

"Wyoming  on  Parade"  is  one  of  the  major  celebra¬ 
tions  of  the  state.  It  is  composed  of  entertainment  pro¬ 
vided  by  some  of  the  best  talent  in  the  United  States. 
One  of  the  outstanding  features  is  the  program  depicting 
the  settlement  of  the  West.  The  officials  from  the  East 
who  were  in  charge  of  the  pageant  asked  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Mormon  Church,  Sister  Rhea  White, 
to  write  a  script  portraying  the  part  the  Mormon  Pio¬ 
neers  played  in  the  settlement  of  the  West.  The  script 
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was  written  and  given  to  them  for  their  approval,  but 
was  rejected  because  they  thought  it  contained  too  much 
''Mormonism." 

She  was  then  asked  to  re-write  the  script  and  make  it 
void  of  Mormon  Doctrine.  Her  reply  was  that  if  the 
script  was  to  be  given  it  should  be  left  as  she  had 
written  it  in  order  that  due  respect  might  be  paid  to 
the  Mormon  Pioneers.  The  officials  from  the  East  held 
a  special  meeting  in  which  they  decided  to  use  it  as  it 
was  written.  While  the  script  was  being  read,  the 
Casper  Saints  so  ably  depicted  the  pioneer  scenes  that 
many  people  in  the  audience  were  moved  to  tears. 
The  announcer  made  the  special  request  that  all  dis¬ 
turbance  and  moving  around  in  the  bleachers  be  ceased 
while  this  touching  scene  was  enacted.  As  a  result  of 
this  the  attitude  of  the  officials  was  greatly  changed, 
for  they  remarked,  even  before  the  show  was  over,  that 
the  Mormon  part  of  the  Pageant  had  been  the  highlight 
of  the  entertainment,  and  they  asked  for  the  privilege 
of  keeping  the  script,  that  it  might  be  used  in  other 
places.  Over  20,000  people  witnessed  these  scenes. 

Recently  the  missionaries,  in  connection  with  the 


Elders  Parker  and  Taylor  visited  a  lady  past  96  years 
of  age.  She  has  known  the  missionaries  since  1900  and 
says,  "The  Mormon,  people  are  such  good  people." 
She  says  she  has  always  enjoyed  knowing  the  mission¬ 
aries  and  people  connected  with  the  Church.  She  has 
had  such  good  times  with  them.  We  as  missionaries 
and  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  do  have  a  high  standard  to  live  up  to. 
May  we  carry  on  the  traditions  and  name  left  by  our 
pioneer  forefathers,  early-settlers,  and  missionaries  that 
have  gone  before  us. 

DENVER  DISTRICT: -Sheldon  S.  Dixon,  President,  471 
Downing  Ave.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  Lord  is  pleased  with  his  children  when  they 
follow  his  plan  which  is  for  eternal  advancement.  How 
grateful  we  should  feel  for  the  Gospel,  for  it  is  a  per¬ 
fect  plan  for  attaining  perfection.  The  authorities  in 
the  Church  are  divinely  guided  and  we  pray  that  they 
may  be  so  always. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Denver  Branch  chapel 
on  August  15.  Elder  George  Albert  Smith  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Wm.  W.  Seegmiller  gave  the  people  excellent 
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branch  presidency,  held  an  inspiring  baptismal  service. 
The  following  were  admitted  into  the  Church  by  bap¬ 
tism:  Marilyn  Nielson,  Mildred  Dimmick  and  Donald 
H.  Dimmick. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
2405  So.  14ih,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

A  district  and  branch  conference  was  held  in  the 
First  Christian  Church  with  Elder  Charles  A.  Callis  of 
the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  in  attendance.  We  were 
also  very  fortunate  in  having  with  us  our  beloved 
Mission  President  and  Mission  Mother.  Many  fine  in¬ 
structions  were  received  and  it  was  indeed  a  spiritual 
feast. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  a  three-hour  missionary  report 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Pioneer  Cemetery  in  Florence, 
Nebraska.  It  was  here  that  600  brave  souls  gave  their 
life's  blood  as  a  witness  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  This  was  really  an  outstanding  meeting  of  the 
conference  tour.  It  was  an  inspiration  to  everyone 
present.  Twenty-two  missionaries  reported  besides  Elder 
Callis  and  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller. 

About  a  year  ago,  two  missionaries  were  called  to  the 
bedside  of  a  lady  stricken  with  arthritis.  She  had  faith 
to  be  healed  but  expected  it  immediately.  This  did 
not  happen  but  today  this  woman,  a  non-member  of  the 
Church,  is  fully  recovered  and  she  is  74  years  of  age. 
This  has  indeed  been  a  testimony  to  this  woman,  of  the 
healing  power  of  the  Priesthood  of  God. 


instructions.  Many  members  of  the  Denver  District 
were  present  at  this  meeting. 

District  Presidents'  Convention,  held  in  Denver  on 
August  25  and  26,  was  very  successful.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  note  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  being 
carried  on  with  dispatch  and  success  in  this  mission. 
We  love  our  Mission  President  and  Mission  Mother. 
They  are  worthy  leaders. 

Recently,  Elders  Sheldon  S.  Dixon  and  O.  Mark  Mc¬ 
Rae  toured  the  north  and  eastern  sections  of  this  dis¬ 
trict,  a  territory  of  over  six  hundred  miles.  The  Lord 
blessed  them  in  their  travels  and  in  the  teaching  of 
the  Gospel.  They  contacted  many  people  who  are  not 
members  of  this  Church  and  had  the  privilege  of  bear¬ 
ing  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Through  the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  they  located 
several  members  of  the  Church  who  are  not  on  either 
district  or  branch  records.  The  trip  was  successful 
and  much  was  accomplished. 

Mutual  Improvement  Association  season  is  now  here. 
The  officers  and  teachers  in  this  organization  are  in 
readiness  to  carry  out  the  plan  that  is  given  them. 
Mutual  Convention  for  Denver  District  was  held  in 
Denver  on  September  6.  We  were  privileged  to  have 
with  us  Brother  Axel  A.  Madsen  of  the  General  Board 
of  th  Y.M.M.I.A.  and  Verna  W.  Goddard  of  the  General 
Presidency  of  the  Y.W.M.I.A.  Both  gave  inspirational 
talks. 
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A  baptismal  service  was  recently  held.  Those  bap¬ 
tized  were:  Harold  Glen  Werner,  Thomas  Wesley  May- 
cock,  Velda  Vivian  Robinson,  Richard  Keith  Walter, 
Warren  David  Houck.  We  welcome  these  members 
into  the  Church.  May  they  always  rejoice  for  having 
made  this  step,  and  may  they  always  know  for  a 
surety  that  God  lives  and  that  this  is  the  true  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

WEST  COLORADO  DISTRICT:  -  Arlo  B.  Shumway, 
President,  Box  833,  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Conference  was  held  in  Grand  Junction,  Colorado, 
July  12.  Elder  Charles  A.  Callis  of  the  Council  of 
Twelve  Apostles,  along  with  President  and  Sister  Seeg- 
miller  were  in  attendance.  After  Conference  Elder 
Callis  left  on  the  train  for  Salt  Lake  City. 

Two  baptismal  services  were  held  during  July  by 
Elders  Cedric  O.  Raymond  and  D.  Omer  Buttars  at  Delta 
and  Montrose,  Colorado.  We  welcome  into  the  fold 
Marvin  Jean  Fergeson,  Betty  June  Snider,  Colleen 
Moore  Smith,  Anna  Morris  Harrison,  Lelia  Cummings 
Harrison  and  Bessie  Mae  Smart.  Elder  Buttars  baptized 
them. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Harry  Alfred  Winegar,  from  Alliance,  Nebr.,  to  E.  Nebr. 
TRANSFERS 

Lela  C.  Cox,  from  East  Nebraska  to  Black  Hills  District. 
Calvin  W.  Ware,  from  E.  Nebraska  to  North  Wyoming. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Iola  Hoggan  — Mission  Bookkeeper. 

Arlo  B.  Shumway -President  West  Coloroda  District. 
RELEASES 

Mildred  Hunter,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Richfield,  U. 
Eva  LaRetta  Gibbons,  of  E.  Nebr, —  Home  Garden  City.  U. 
Reed  Chapman  Johnson,  of  W.  Colo. -Home,  Basalt,  Ida. 
Lizetta  Seeley,  of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 


ERIE  DISTRICT:  -J.  Raymond  Isaacson,  President,  62 
Congress  St.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

A  baptismal  service  was  recently  held  in  the  Erie 
District  and  we  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church 
the  following :  Elsie  Evans,  baptized  by  Elder  James 
M.  Hobbs;  Owen  Taylor  Cox,  baptized  by  Floyd 
Gowans/  Everette  Eugene  Burch,  Yetive  Burch  and 
Sheridan  Stenstrom,  baptized  by  Elder  Raymond  S. 
Herbert. 

Recently  the  branches  of  the  district  were  visited  by 
President  Evans  and  members  of  the  Mission  Office 
staff.  Many  fine  suggestions  and  ideas  were  given  to 
help  carry  out  the  year's  objectives  in  each  auxiliary 
organization. 

The  Bradford  Branch  for  the  first  time  boasts  a  com¬ 
plete  organization  in  all  of  its  auxiliaries.  The  Brad¬ 
ford  Saints  have  declared  this  is  to  be  their  banner 
year  and  with  each  officer  fully  aware  of  his  im¬ 
portant  responsibilities  their  success  is  inevitable. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  members  of  the 
Erie  Branch  their  chapel  is  taking  on  new  color.  Each 
member  drops  in  to  take  his  few  strokes  with  the  paint 
brush  and  the  chapel  is  being  transformed  into  a 
clean,  wholesome  place  of  worship.  The  branch  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Elders  Hobbs  and  Andrus  report  that  much 
interest  is  being  taken  by  the  non-member  children 
in  the  variety  of  activity  offered  in  their  Trail  Builders 
classes. 

The  Jamestown  Branch  has  been  reorganized  with 
Brother  Robert  P.  Adams  as  president  to  succeed  Brother 
Henry  C.  Landis/  and  Sister  Esther  Meyer,  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  President  to  succeed  Sister  Cora  Landis.  Both 
Brother  and  Sister  Landis  have  served  well  in  their 
respective  positions  for  a  number  of  years  and  are  to 


be  highly  commended  for  their  faithful  service.  A 
social  was  held  in  their  honor  at  which  they  were 
presented  by  the  missionaries  with  a  leather  bound 
copy  of  our  Latter-day  Scriptures. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  members, 
Brother  Ernest  Nelson  of  Warren,  Pa.,  who  passed 
away  after  a  prolonged  illness.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  missionaries  and  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  to  explain  the  Plan  of  Salvation  to  a 
large  group  of  interested  non-members.  The  funeral 
discourse  was  deliveerd  by  Elder  Isaacson. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT  :-C.  Delbert  Heiner,  President, 
125  N.  2nd  St.,  Wormleysburg,  Pa. 

We  are  especially  pleased  to  welcome  into  the  Church 
Sisters  Emma  R.  McCune  and  Blanche  Ruggles,  and 
Brother  Paul  R.  Sandrus.  They  were  baptized  on  July 
3rd  by  Elders  Burtenshaw  and  Riggs.  We  entreat  these 
new  members  to  pray  and  study  that  their  testimonies 
may  be  strengthened  as  time  goes  on. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  located  in  Harris- 
burgh  and  Altoona.  Elders  Heiner  and  Winterton  are 
being  kept  busy  contacting  outlying  Saints  and  investi¬ 
gators  and  also  conducting  services  in  York  and  Harris- 
burgh. 

The  missionaries  in  Altoona  report  that  tracting  pros¬ 
pects  are  very  favorable  and  they  look  for  much  prog¬ 
ress  along  this  line  of  endeavor,-  also  the  local  branch 
here  is  definitely  growing  spiritually  and  numerically. 
Under  the  capable  supervision  of  James  A.  Sandrus 
as  superintendent’,  the  Sunday  School  is  progressing 
and  improving.  The  branch  held  a  successful  picnic 
on  Labor  Day.  It  was  well  attended  and  genuinely 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  It  also  served  as  the  opening 
summons  for  a  successful  M.  I.  A.  and  Relief  Society 
season,  both  of  which  plan  to  start  in  with  regularly 
outlined  courses  of  study  on  September  13. 

On  Sunday,  September  4th,  President  Evans  visited 
the  branch  with  the  purpose  of  stimulating  interest  in 
the  various  auxiliaries,  especially  the  M.  I.  A.  and 
Relief  Society  groups.  He  also  delivered  an  inspira¬ 
tional  talk  to  those  gathered  for  evening  services. 
Elders  Neil  Winterton  and  Brent  Richards  from  the 
Mission  Office  staff  accompanied  President  Evans  on 
the  tour. 

We  earnestly  desire  the  best  gifts,  that  we  may  ever 
continue  faithful  and  zealous  in  this  mighty  work,  that 
the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  may  be  poured 
out  to  us  all  in  abundance  is  our  sincere  prayer. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland, 
President,  1547  Capouse  Avenue,  Scranton,  Pa. 

During  the  hot  summer  months,  out-door  picnics 
have  been  held  with  much  success.  They  have  proved 
a  means  of  uniting  the  members,  as  well  as  interest¬ 
ing  friends  and  investigators  in  our  practical  religion 
which  takes  care  of  man's  varied  interests.  The  last 
weiner  roast  of  the  Binghamton  Branch  was  surpris¬ 
ingly  well  attended,  more  than  halt  of  the  group  being 
non-members. 

Vacations  have  broken  into  the  usual  Primary  sched¬ 
ule  of  Sisters  Linnell  and  Bigelow  in  Scranton,  but 
swimming  and  hikes  have  apparently  maintained  the 
interest  of  the  children.  Both  teachers  and  children  are 
looking  forward  to  a  reopening  soon. 

Elders  Bushtnan  and  Jacob  of  Binghamton  are  find¬ 
ing  ways  of  entering  homes  by  the  use  of  the  projecting 
machine.  Their  last  interesting  attempt  at  reaching 
many  people  through  this  means  was  made  through 
various  local  oiganizations.  Many  interested  persons 
were  contacted  and  invitations  were  offered  to  present 
other  illustrated  lectures. 

Since  our  last  report  street  meetings  have  been 
started  in  Scranton.  We  feel  that  we  have  been  re¬ 
paid  many  times  for  our  time  and  efforts,  in  the  friend¬ 
ships  and  prospective  contacts  that  we  have  made. 

We  wish  to  welcome  into  the  Church  those  who 
have,  through  iecenl  baptism,  become  members  with 
us,  and  to  wish  them  joy  and  happiness  in  the  Gospel 
they  have  accepted:  William  V.  Honey,  William  E. 
Honey,  Miriam  Lina  Siebach,  Albany  District;  Helen 
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May  Rudy,  Sylvia  E.  Rahin,  Margaret  Diana  Engle,  Blue 
Ridge  District,  Elizabeth  E.  St.  Amour,  Clifford  W.  An¬ 
derson,  Clayton  Wright  Jones,  Nellie  Rose  Jones,  James 
W.  Franchow,  Cumorah  District,  Charles  Foutzy  Shank, 
LeRoy  D.  Shank,  Julia  V.  Tolbert,  Gerald  P.  Bonner, 
Clarence  W.  Knight,  Anna  C.  Rock,  Charles  M.  Creager, 
Jr.,  Hilma  Jane  Robinson,  Harold  D.  Shultz,  Virginia  C. 
Creek,  Melvin  LeRoy  Hendershot,  Dorsey  Roy  Decker, 
Gilbert  McCormick  Hess,  Charles  Curtis  Risbon,  Ralph 
Pershing  Risbon,  Emma  Marie  Dixon,  Faul  Edward 
Dixon,  Marvin  Eugene  Dixon,  Potomac  District,  Dorothy 
Winifred  Howe,  Lillian  Dorothy  Cramer,  Susquehanna 
District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Brent  Richards —  Mission  Treasurer. 

RELEASES 

Rex  C.  Tolman,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Murtaugh,  Ida. 

NEIL  F.  WINTERTON,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

A  combined  conference  and  field-day  was  held  with 
the  Saints  in  Aroostook  County,  Maine,  August  25. 
President  Eyring  and  Elders  Whiting  and  Stoddard  of 
the  Mission  Office  were  in  attendance.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  even  though  the  weather  was  a  little 
stormy.  The  Maine  missionaries  were  there  in  full 
force  to  take  charge  of  things  and  a  very  successful 
meeting  was  held. 

The  field  day  in  this  part  of  Maine  is  an  annual 
affair  which  has  been  going  for  sometime.  On  this 
occasion  the  Saints  and  their  friends  all  got  together 
for  sports  and  sociability.  This  year  several  sports 
were  engaged  in -all  to  good  advantage.  Horeshoe 
tournaments  were  staged  in  which  some  very  heated 
and  close  competition  took  place.  Others  of  the  crowd 
took  part  in  a  softball  game  in  which  both  old  and 
young  joined  in  full  heartedly.  For  those  who  weie 
intrested  only  in  aquatic  sports,  there  was  a  typical 
old  fashioned  swimming  hole.  All  in  all  everyone  was1 
taken  care  of  and  enjoyment  seemed  to  be  uppermost 
that  day. 

After  the  sports  a  lunch  prepared  by  the  women-folk 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Elders  Whiting 
and  Bailey  rendered  vocal  solos  and  duets,  after  which 
President  Eyring  spoke  for  a  short  while.  His  message 
was  a  very  timely  one  for  the  people.  He  urged  us 
to  carry  on  though  opposed  by  difficulties  which  were 
bound  to  come,  and  never  forsake  our  calling.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  President's  speech  and  field- 
day  came  to  an  end  for  one  more  year. 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  N.  S. 

While  Nephi  was  speaking  of  the  many  wonderful 
things  that  would  come  to  pass  during  the  life  of  the 
Son  of  God,  he  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  Jesus 
would  be  baptized.  Even  though  he  was  holy,  he 
would  humble  himself  before  the  Father  and  show  his 
willingness  to  be  obedient. 

"And  he  said  unto  the  children  of  men:  Follow  thou 
me.  Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  can  we  follow 
Jesus  save  we  shall  be  willing  to  keep  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Father?"  — 2  Nephi  31:10. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Alexia  Big- 
ney  into  the  ranks  of  the  Church.  After  several  years 
of  investigation  she  chose  the  path  of  the  Lord,  and 
was  led  into  the  waters  of  baptism  by  Elder  J.  Glen 
Longhurst.  May  the  Lord  bless  her  abundantly  for  her 
faithfulness. 

Our  district  was  very  fortunate  in  receiving  three 
fine  new  Elders  this  month.  We  were  also  privileged 
to  hold  three  conferences  with  President  Eyring,  Elders 
WTiiting  and  Stoddard  of  the  Mission  Office  being  in 
attendance.  Though  the  numbers  in  attendance  were 


small,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  present  in  rich  abun¬ 
dance.  Although  our  work  here  is  still  in  the  "Pio¬ 
neering  Stage,"  we  feel  that  it  is  forging  ahead. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT: -Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President,  32  Ellis  Rd.,  Swampscotl,  Mass. 

Elder  Healy  and  I  have  spent  several  evenings  in 
the  homes  of  investigators  during  the  past  week.  These 
people  are  mostly  concerned  about  the  name  we  bear. 
What  we  are  contending  for  is  more  than  just  a  name, 
a  belief,  an  idea  — it  is  something  a  Prophet  died  for, 
something  our  pioneer  fathers  struggled  for  and  what 
generation  after  generation  has  been  trying  to  uphold. 

A  good  name  comes  as  the  result  of  living  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  high  standards  and  ideals,  and  is  up¬ 
held  and  sustained  by  one's  character.  In  our  various 
gatherings  we  have  ample  opportunity  to  learn  what 
high  ideals  are  and  how  to  gain  the  strength  and  de¬ 
termination  to  make  them  part  of  our  daily  lives.  Be¬ 
cause  only  as  knowledge  is  transformed  into  action  does 
it  really  help  us  or  others.  We  here,  have  adopted  a 
standard  which  is  to  build  a  good  name  in  honesty. 
Many  men  in  secular  history  have  led  exemplary  lives 
in  this  respect.  They  were  honest  not  because  it  was 
the  best  policy  but  because  it  was  right  to  be.  This 
should  include  honesty  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  others. 
We  are  frequently  most  gullible  where  our  own  argu¬ 
ments  are  concerned.  Paul  advises  us,  "Provide  things 
honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men."  (Rom.  12:17.) 

Another  part  of  that  standard  is  dependability  or 
trustworthiness.  However  gifted  an  individual  may  be 
his  service  to  mankind  cannot  be  very  great  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  do  what  is  expected  of  him  when  he  is 
needed.  No  doubt  each  of  us  inherited  a  name  that  was 
good  and  honorable,  but  only  through  our  own  right¬ 
eous  efforts  can  we  retain  it.  "There  is  but  one  day, 
one  hour,  one  moment  for  action,  and  that  is  the  pres¬ 
ent— not  yesterday,  nor  tomorrow  but  today."  So  let 
us  build  our  lives  today  using  the  opportunities  at 
hand,  meeting  situations  and  people  as  they  are  — 
having  respectful  consideration  for  the  past,  and  great 
but  not  unwarranted  hope  for  the  future —  following 
the  consistent  program  in  pursuit  of  true  missionary, 
happiness. 

TRANSFERS 

Verna  Day,  from  Rhode  Island  to  East  Massachusetts. 
Thelma  Weston,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Rhode  Island. 
Elna  West,  from  East  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut. 
Virginia  Foulger,  from  Connecticut  to  New  Hampshire. 
Russel  J.  Foutz,  from  Maine  to  Connecticut. 

J.  Berlyn  Osborne,  from  Connecticut  to  Maine. 

MARION  L.  STODDARD,  Publicity  Director. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


The  Lord  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree 
of  allowance;  Nevertheless,  he  that  repents  and  does  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  shall  be  forgiven;  And  he 
that  repents  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  even  the 
light  which  he  has  received;  for  my  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  man,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 
(1:31-33.) 


What  I  the  Lord  have  spoken,  I  have  spoken,  and 
I  excuse  not  myself;  and  though  the  heavens  and  thei 
earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not  pass  away,  but 
shall  all  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mine  own  voice  or 
by  the  voice  of  my  servants,  it  is  the  same.  (1:38.) 


Although  a  man  may  have  many  revelations,  and 
have  power  to  do  many  mighty  works,  yet  if  he  boasts 
in  his  own  strength,  and  sets  at  naught  the  counsels 
of  God,  and  follows  after  the  dictates  of  his  own  will 
and  carnal  desires,  he  must  fall  and  incur  the  vengeance 
of  a  just  God  upon  him.  (3:4.) 


Beware  mide,  lest  thou  shouldest  enter  into  temp¬ 
tation.  (23:1.) 
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May  Rudy,  Sylvia  E.  Rahin,  Margarel  Diana  Engle,  Blue 
Ridge  District,  Elizabeth  E.  St.  Amour,  Clifford  W.  An¬ 
derson,  Clayton  Wright  Jones,  Nellie  Rose  Jones,  James 
W.  Franchow,  Cumorah  District,  Charles  Foutzy  Shank, 
LeRoy  D.  Shank,  Julia  V.  Tolbert,  Gerald  P.  Bonner, 
Clarence  W.  Knight,  Anna  C.  Rock,  Charles  M.  Creager, 
Jr.,  Hilma  Jane  Robinson,  Harold  D.  Shultz,  Virginia  C. 
Creek,  Melvin  LeRoy  Hendershot,  Dorsey  Roy  Decker, 
Gilbert  McCormick  Hess,  Charles  Curtis  Risbo n,  Ralph 
Pershing  Risbon,  Emma  Marie  Dixon,  Faul  Edward 
Dixon,  Marvin  Eugene  Dixon,  Potomac  District,  Dorothy 
Winifred  Howe,  Lillian  Dorothy  Cramer,  Susquehanna 
District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Brent  Richards -Mission  Treasurer. 

RELEASES 

Rex  C.  Tolman,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Murtaugh,  Ida. 

NEIL  F.  WINTERTON,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

A  combined  conference  and  field-day  was  held  with 
the  Saints  in  Aroostook  County,  Maine,  August  25. 
President  Eyring  and  Elders  Whiting  and  Stoddard  of 
the  Mission  Office  were  in  attendance.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  even  though  the  weather  was  a  little 
stormy.  The  Maine  missionaries  were  there  in  full 
force  to  take  charge  of  things  and  a  very  successful 
meeting  was  held. 

The  field  day  in  this  part  of  Maine  is  an  annual 
affair  which  has  been  going  for  sometime.  On  this 
occasion  the  Saints  and  their  friends  all  got  together 
for  sports  and  sociability.  This  year  several  sports 
were  engaged  in -all  to  good  advantage.  Horeshoe 
tournaments  were  staged  in  which  some  very  heated 
and  close  competition  took  place.  Others  of  the  crowd 
took  part  in  a  softball  game  in  which  both  old  and, 
young  joined  in  full  heartedly.  For  those  who  weie 
intrested  only  in  aquatic  sports,  there  was  a  typical, 
old  fashioned  swimming  hole.  All  in  all  everyone  was' 
taken  care  of  and  enjoyment  seemed  to  be  uppermost 
that  day. 

After  the  sports  a  lunch  prepared  by  the  women-folk 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Elders  Whiting 
and  Bailey  rendered  vocal  solos  and  duets,  after  which 
President  Eyring  spoke  for  a  short  while.  His  message 
was  a  very  timely  one  for  the  people.  He  uYged  us 
to  carry  on  though  opposed  by  difficulties  which  were 
bound  to  come,  and  never  forsake  our  calling.  The 
meeting  closed  with  the  President's  speech  and  field- 
day  came  to  an  end  for  one  more  year. 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  N.  S. 

While  Nephi  was  speaking  of  the  many  wonderful 
things  that  would  come  to  pass  during  the  life  of  the 
Son  of  God,  he  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  Jesus 
would  be  baptized.  Even  though  he  was  holy,  he 
would  humble  himself  before  the  Father  and  show  his 
willingness  to  be  obedient. 

"And  he  said  unto  the  children  of  men:  Follow  thou 
me.  Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  can  we  follow 
Jesus  save  we  shall  be  willing  to  keep  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Father?"  — 2  Nephi  31:10. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Alexia  Big- 
ney  into  the  ranks  of  the  Church.  After  several  years 
of  investigation  she  chose  the  path  of  the  Lord,  and 
was  led  into  the  waters  of  baptism  by  Elder  J.  Glen 
Longhurst.  May  the  Lord  bless  her  abundantly  for  her 
faithfulness. 

Our  district  was  very  fortunate  in  receiving  three 
fine  new  Elders  this  month.  We  were  also  privileged 
to  hold  three  conferences  with  President  Eyring,  Elders 
Whiting  and  Stoddard  of  the  Mission  Office  being  in 
attendance.  Though  the  numbers  in  attendance  were 


small,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  present  in  rich  abun¬ 
dance.  Although  our  work  here  is  still  in  the  "Pio¬ 
neering  Stage,"  we  feel  that  it  is  forging  ahead. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT: -Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President,  32  Ellis  Rd.,  Swampscolt,  Mass. 

Elder  Healy  and  I  have  spent  several  evenings  in 
the  homes  of  investigators  during  the  past  week.  These 
people  are  mostly  concerned  about  the  name  we  bear. 
What  we  are  contending  for  is  more  than  just  a  name, 
a  belief,  an  idea  — it  is  something  a  Prophet  died  for, 
something  our  pioneer  fathers  struggled  for  and  what 
generation  after  generation  has  been  trying  to  uphold. 

A  good  name  comes  as  the  result  of  living  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  high  standards  and  ideals,  and  is  up¬ 
held  and  sustained  by  one's  character.  In  our  various 
gatherings  we  have  ample  opportunity  to  learn  what 
high  ideals  are  and  how  to  gain  the  strength  and  de¬ 
termination  to  make  them  part  of  our  daily  lives.  Be¬ 
cause  only  as  knowledge  is  transformed  into  action  does 
it  really  help  us  or  others.  We  here,  have  adopted  a 
standard  which  is  to  build  a  good  name  in  honesty. 
Many  men  in  secular  history  have  led  exemplary  lives 
in  this  respect.  They  were  honest  not  because  it  was 
the  best  policy  but  because  it  was  right  to  be.  This 
should  include  honesty  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  others. 
We  are  frequently  most  gullible  where  our  own  argu¬ 
ments  are  concerned.  Paul  advises  us,  "Provide  things 
honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men."  (Rom.  12:17.) 

Another  part  of  that  standard  is  dependability  or 
trustworthiness.  However  gifted  an  individual  may  be 
his  service  to  mankind  cannot  be  very  great  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  do  what  is  expected  of  him  when  he  is 
needed.  No  doubt  each  of  us  inherited  a  name  that  was 
good  and  honorable,  but  only  through  our  own  right¬ 
eous  efforts  can  we  retain  it.  "There  is  but  one  day, 
one  hour,  one  moment  for  action,  and  that  is  the  pres¬ 
ent— not  yesterday,  nor  tomorrow  but  today."  So  let 
us  build  our  lives  today  using  the  opportunities  at 
hand,  meeting  situations  and  people  as  they  are  — 
having  respectful  consideration  for  the  past,  and  great 
but  not  unwarranted  hope  for  the  future  — following 
the  consistent  program  in  pursuit  of  true  missionary 
happiness. 

TRANSFERS 

Verna  Day,  from  Rhode  Island  to  East  Massachusetts. 
Thelma  Weston,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Rhode  Island. 
Elna  West,  from  East  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut. 
Virginia  Foulger,  from  Connecticut  to  New  Hampshire. 
Russel  J.  Foutz,  from  Maine  to  Connecticut. 

J.  Berlyn  Osborne,  from  Connecticut  to  Maine. 

MARION  L.  STODDARD,  Publicity  Director. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


The  Lord  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree 
of  allowance,-  Nevertheless,  he  that  repents  and  does  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  shall  be  forgiven;  And  he 
that  repents  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  even  the 
light  which  he  has  received;  for  my  Spirit  shall  not 
always  strive  with  man,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 
(1:31-33.) 


What  I  the  Lord  have  spoken,  I  have  spoken,  and 
I  excuse  not  myself;  and  though  the  heavens  and  the; 
earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not  pass  away,  but 
shall  all  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mine  own  voice  or 
by  the  voice  of  my  servants,  it  is  the  same.  (1:38.) 

Although  a  man  may  have  many  revelations,  and 
have  power  to  do  many  mighty  works,  yet  if  he  boasts 
in  his  own  strength,  and  sets  at  naught  the  counsels 
of  God,  and  follows  after  the  dictates  of  his  own  will 
and  carnal  desires,  he  must  fall  and  incur  the  vengeance 
of  a  just  God  upon  him.  (3:4.) 


Beware  oride,  lest  thou  shouldest  enter  into  temp¬ 
tation.  (23:1.) 


Mission  Miscellanea 
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I  LOVE  THE  LIFE  I  LIVE 
By  Harold  L.  Dean,  California  Mission 

I  recall  now  with  mingled  remorse  and  regret  the 
fact  that  I  spent  almost  six  months  of  precious  time 
and  many  hard-earned  dollars  before  I  brought  myself  to 
realize  the  tremendous  importance,  and  the  sacredness 
of  the  responsibility  which  I  incurred  when  I  accepted 
the  privilege  of  coming  into  the  mission  field.  I  re¬ 
member  my  inability  to  understand  the  feelings  of  my 
companions  who  had  been  in  the  mission  field  "too 
long,"  as  they  expressed  it,  and  who  often  expressed 
their  reluctance  at  the  prospect  of  leaving  the  work 
which  they  had  learned  to  love  more  than  life  itself 
and  go  home  to  the  uncertainly  of  what  the  future 
might  have  in  store  for  them.  I  couldn't  understand 
then  — but  now  that  almost  20  months  of  missionary 
work  are  gone  with  only  four  short  months  left,  I  can 
understand.  Now  that  I  have  learned  the  true  joy, 
the  spiritual  enrichment  and  pure  satisfaction  that  come 
with  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  I  can  under¬ 
stand,  as  only  a  missionary  can  understand,  the  words, 
"I  Love  the  Life  I  Live." 

If  I  were  to  let  myself  look  at  the  benefits  of  my 
mission  from  a  selfish  standpoint  I  might  compare  my¬ 
self  with  the  young  man  I  was  20  months  ago  and 
find  myself  much  richer  spiritually,  mentally  and  physi¬ 
cally -much  better  prepared  to  meet  life  and  the  many 
problems  it  presents.  Naturally  I  am  grateful  for  my 
personal  growth  and  development,  but  I  am  reminded 
of  the  fact  that  "That  which  we  put  into  the  lives  of 
others  comes  back  into  our  own."  I  know  that  any 
lasting  benefits  which  I  have  received  have  come  di¬ 
rectly,  or  indirectly  as  a  result  of  service  to  others. 
I  know  that  the  success  of  my  mission  cannot  be  judged, 
necessarily,  (and  I  am  afraid  that  too  many  people  use 
this  as  a  standard)  by  the  number  of  converts  I  have 
baptized,  because  few  missionaries  will  lay  claim  to  the 
honor  of  both  converting  and  baptizing  anyone.  I  know 
that  my  success  as  a  missionary  cannot  be  judged  by 
whether  or  not  I  have  been  chosen  to  be  a  district 
president  or  to  hold  some  position  in  the  mission  office. 
I  know  that  my  worth  as  a  missionary  must  of  necessity 
be  determined  by  the  amount  of  influence  I  have  had 
for  good  on  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  I  have  come 
in  contact.  I  have  learned  that  the  most  effective 
missionaries  are  those  who  work  efficiently  and  con¬ 
sistently,  and  "pursue  a  steady  course."  I  have  learned 
that  in  order  for  a  missionary  to  touch  the  hearts  of 
people  he  must  be  humble,  sweet  and  pure  in  body, 
in  thought  and  in  action  at  all  times.  I  know  that  the' 
very  nature  of  missionary  work  renders  me  useless 
unless  I  have  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  as  a  constant 
companion,  and  I  cannot  have  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
unless  I  put  myself  and  keep  myself  in  tune  with  it. 
I  know  that  if  I  stretch  mission  rules,  or  become  "light- 
minded"  someone  will  know  and  I  will  lose  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  that  someone.  If  I  compromise  with 
the  world  and  let  down  my  standards,  even  for  a  min¬ 
ute,  I  weaken  myself  and  the  cause  I  represent.  These 
aren't  new  standards  for  missionaries,  because  they  are 
old  as  th  work  we  are  doing.  I  have  read  and  heard 
them  many  times  in  the  past,  but  it  took  me  from  six 
to  eight  months  to  learn  the  precious  truths  and  adapt 
them  to  my  missionary  work.  I  have  known  Elders 
who  have  received  their  releases  and  have  yet  never 
really  learned  these  things.  I  have  also  met  Elders  who, 
as  soon  as  they  arrived  in  the  mission  field,  plunged 
right  in  and  got  "wet  all  over,"  and  rapidly  adapted 
and  applied  themselves  and  learned  early  in  their  mis¬ 
sionary  experience  how  to  become  "efficient  and  power¬ 
ful"  missionaris.  These  are  the  ones  who  put  the 
most  into  it  and  as  a  result  get  the  most  out  of  it. 

As  the  time  draws  rapidly  near  for  my  release  I 
realize  more  than  ever  that  each  day  is  precious  and 
that  each  new  contact  gives  me  the  sacred  opportunity 


of  touching  the  heart  of  someone  with  the  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage.  I  know  that  I  may  never  pass  this  way  again. 
As  a  result  of  my  experience  in  the  mission  field  I 
have  learned  the  true  and  eternal  values  of  life,  and 
when  the  time  comes  for  me  to  leave  the  life  I  love 
I  want  to  forever  keep  before  me  the  desire  which 
I  now  have  to  always  live  the  Gospel  and  cherish  the 
testimony  which  I  have  as  to  its  divinity  and  truth. 
My  greatest  comfort  comes  from  a  statement  in  a  bless¬ 
ing  I  received  under  the  hands  of  a  patriarch  since  I 
came  on  my  mission:  "While  you  shall  receive  an 
honorable  release  to  return  to  your  home,  yet  the 
mission  of  preaching  the  Gospel  shall  never  be  taken 
from  your  shoulders.  You  shall  have  special  care  to 
seek  after  the  wavering  and  indifferent  .  .  .."  My 

mission  shall  never  end.  For  this  I  am  grateful. 


PRAYER 

By  Paul  W.  Fife,  Eastern  States  Mission 

Prayer  is  the  medium  whereby  we  may  communicate 
daily  with  our  Father  in  Heaven.  The  Lord  has  ad¬ 
vised  that  we  pray  always,  lest  we  enter  into  tempta¬ 
tion  and  lose  our  reward.  When  we  consider  the  im¬ 
portant  part  prayer  has  played  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Church,  we  should  appreciate  the  value  and  power  of 
it  and  practice  it  with  all  humility.  Joseph  Smith  while 
reading  the  scriptures  came  upon  that  well  known 
passage  in  James  which  inspired  him  to  ask  of  God 
concerning  the  various  churches  on  the  earth  at  that 
time.  It  was  through  his  humble  and  sincere  prayer 
that  the  true  Church  of  God  was  restored  to  the  earth. 

We  are  told  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  that 
"Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  faith,  being  united  in 
prayer  according  to  my  command,  ye  -shall  receive." 
Surely  with  such  a  promise  as  that  we  should  utilize 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  our  petitions  to  the  Lord. 
But  he  tells  us  that  we  should  not  pray  as  the  hypocrites 
do,  praying  loud  and  long,  so  those  in  the  streets  may 
hear;  but  that  we  should  pray  in  secret,  not  use  vain 
repetitions  as  the  heathens  do,  for  the  Lord  knows  what 
things  we  have  need  of  before  we  pray.  He  gave 
us  an  example  of  how  we  should  pray.  Is  there  any¬ 
thing  in  literature  more  beautiful  than  the  Lord's  prayer? 
So  simple,  yet  so  complete! 

"Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  by  thy 
name. 

Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as 
it  is  in  heaven. 

Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. 

And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from 
evil:  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever.  Amen." 

How  many  times  we  have  heard  testimonies  borne  as 
to  the  effectiveness  of  prayer,  how  through  this  me¬ 
dium  the  sick  have  been  healed  and  men  have  regained 
their  true  status  in  life.  Let  us  all  pray  constantly, 
humbly,  asking  for  those  things  which  we  have  need 
of,  and  God  will  surely  answer. 


Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  The  hour  is  coming, 

and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the 

Son  of  God:  and  they  that  hear  shall  live. 

For  as  the  Father  hath  life  in  himself,  so  hath  he 
given  to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  himself, 

And  hath  given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment 
also,  because  he  is  the  Son  of  man. 

Marvel  not  at  this-,  for  the  hour  is  coming,  in  which 
all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice. 

And  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done  good,  unto 

the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil, 

unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation.  -  St.  John  5:25-29. 


A  New  Home — The  Record — Lehi  Dies 


IN  THE  PREVIOUS  ISSUE  we  found  the  Lehi  colony  embarked  upon  the  sea. 
How  long  their  journey  we  do  not  know. 

"After  we  had  sailed  for  many  days,"  says  Nephi,  "we  did  arrive  at  the 
promised  land."  This  landing,  as  best  we  know,  was  on  the  west  coast  of  South 
America. 

On  arrival,  these  pioneers  in  a  new  land  pitched  their  tents  and  began  estab¬ 
lishing  homes  looking  to  present  and  future  comfort.  Seeds  they  had  brought 
with  them  were  planted  and  "they  did  grow  exceedingly"  and  produced  in 
abundance.  Here  they  found  "beasts  in  the  forests  of  every  kind  ...  all  manner 
of  wild  animals,  which  were  for  the  use  of  man." 

The  account  of  this  migrating  colony -their  journey  from  Jerusalem  to  "the 
promised  land"  and  their  civic  and  religious  life  here  in  America  was  recorded 
for  the  use  of  future  generations.  Nephi  was  commanded  of  the  Lord  to  make 
"plates  of  ore"  that  he  might  engrave  thereon  the  record  of  his  pople.  These  are 
commonly  called  the  large  plates  of  Nephi.  On  them  was  recorded  the  genealogy 
of  Lehi's  ancestors  and  some  of  his  prophecies.  But  for  the  most  part,  they  con¬ 
tained  the  civic  or  secular  history  of  the  people.  From  these  plates  the  prophet 
Mormon,  near  a  thousand  years  after  Nephi's  time,  made  an  abridgment,  the 
translation  of  which  now  constitutes  the  larger  part  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  - 
from  the  book  of  Mosiah  to  the  seventh  chapter  of  Mormon. 

Later  on  Nephi  made  another  set  of  plates,  smaller  ones,  on  which  was  re¬ 
corded,  in  the  main,  matters  of  a  spiritual  or  religious  nature.  When  abridging 
the  records  from  the  larger  plates  of  Nephi,  Mormon  came  upon  these  smaller 
plates.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with  them  "because  of  the  prophecies  of  the 
coming  of  Christ"  and  about  them  he  writes: 

"But  behold,  I  shall  take  these  plates,  which  contain  these  prophesyings  and  revelations,  and  put 
them  with  the  remainder  of  my  record,  for  they  are  choice  unto  me/  and  I  know  they  will  be  choice 
unto  my  brethren.  And  I  do  this  for  a  wise  purpose/  for  thus  it  whispereth  me,  according  to  the 
workings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  me.  And  now,  I  do  not  know  all  things/  but  the 
Lord  knoweth  all  things  which  are  to  come/  wherefore,  he  worketh  in  me  to  do  according  to  his  will." 

When  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  had  translated  116  manuscript  pages  from 
Mormon's  abridgment  of  the  large  plates,  the  translation  fell  into  evil  designing 
hands.  Satan  put  it  into  opposing  hearts  to  hold  the  manuscript  until  Joseph  had 
translated  the  same  matter  again,  and  then  change  the  copy  and  circulate  it  with 
the  accusation  that  the  Prophet  could  not  translate  twice  alike  from  the  same  text. 

Divine  wisdom  skillfully  checkmated  this  wicked  folly.  It  had  been  an¬ 
ticipated  and  its  defeat  provided  for.  The  Prophet  was  advised  of  the  plot  and 
told  to  not  translate  again  that  part  of  Mormon's  abridgment,  but  to  use  the  un¬ 
abridged  smaller  plates  of  Nephi  to  cover  the  same  period  of  time  down  to  the 
reign  of  King  Benjamin.  This  constitutes  the  forepart  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
up  to  the  Words  of  Mormon  -  -  page  132  of  current  edition. 

Not  long  after  arrival  in  "the  promised  land,"  Lehi  called  his  posterity  about 
him  and  gave  them  patriarchal  blessings  and  exortations.  It  was  in  course  of  his 
instructions  to  his  son  Jacob  that  the  grand  old  patriarch  gave  expression  to  two 
epigrams  which  have  woven  themselves  into  the  very  fabric  of  Mormon  phil¬ 
osophy.  They  are  these: 

"II  musi  needs  be  ihai  there  is  an  opposition  in  all  things." 

"Adam  fell  that  men  might  be;  and  men  are,  that  they  might  have  joy." 

The  why  of  mortal  life  has  not  been  better  expressed  in  fewer  words. 
Having  led  his  family  from  impending  disaster,  which  the  revelation  of  the 
Lord  now  assured  him  had  already  laid  waste  Jerusalem,  and  located  them  in  a 
land  "choice  above  all  other  lands,"  Lehi  realized  his  time  on  earth  was  about  filled. 

"And  it  came  to  pass  after  he  had  spoken  unto  all  his  household,  according  to  the  feelings  of  his 
heart  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  which  was  in  him,  he  waxed  old.  And  it  came  to  pass  that  he  died 
and  was  buried." 


Another  nation  founded  in  America -Read  of  it  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  oi  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority ,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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-  o  — 


The  Gospel  of  Christ  offers  a 
stimulus  and  a  reward  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  and  the 
development  of  intelligence  that 
transcend  in  their  appeal  and 
promise  anything  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  philosophers  have 
ever  evolved.  But  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  intelligence  that  if  re¬ 
wards  must  be  true. 


-  o  — 


-  o  - 


In  all  the  learning  of  the 
world  there  is  nothing  of  higher 
import  for  the  mind  of  man  to 
comprehend  than  the  eternal 
principles  and  truths  that  per¬ 
tain  to  exaltation  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God.  And  there  is  no 
higher  order  of  intelligence  than 
that  which  enables  man  to  per¬ 
ceive  these  glorious  truths. 


—  o  - 


WISH  TO  TELL  of  a  new  interpretation  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  The  oc¬ 
casion  will  permit  only  an  outline  but  I  make  the  attempt  in  the  hope  that 
our  friends  who  listen  and  some  of  our  members  may  come  to  a  clearer 
understanding  of  the  distinctive  features  of  our  message  and  our  work.  I 
use  the  word  “new"  interpretation  rather  than  “true"  for  diplomatic  reasons. 
“New"  postulates  “old"  and  while  most  people  prefer  to  be  modern  rather  than 
old-fashioned,  usually  no  serious  offense  is  given  by  placing  a  man  in  an  old  school 
of  thought.  Whereas,  “true"  assumes  the  “false"  and  everyone  resents  an  imputa¬ 
tion  against  the  verity  of  his  ideas.  I  make  this  admission  frankly  because  I  have  no 
desire  for  debate.  I  merely  want  to  explain. 

I  set  forth  as  the  first  aspect  of  this  new  interpretation  the  doctrine  of  the  dom¬ 
inance  of  intelligence.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  the  assertion  that  in  all  Christian 
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literature  prior  to  the  advent  of  our  Church 
there  were  to  be  found  no  such  concepts 
of  the  origin,  function,  and  place  of  in¬ 
telligence  in  the  universe  as  come  from  our 
modern  scripture.  Here  are  some  excerpts: 

Intelligence  or  the  light  of  truth  was  not  created  or 
made,  neither  indeed  can  be. 

All  truth  is  independent  in  that  sphere  in  which  God 
has  placed  it,  to  act  for  itself,  as  all  intelligence  also. 
Otherwise,  there  is  no  existence.  (Doctrine  and  Cove¬ 
nants  93:29,  30.) 

The  glory  of  God  is  intelligence  — or  in  other  words, 
light  and  truth. 

Light  and  truth  forsake  that  evil  one.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  93:36,  37.) 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  unto  in 
this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection. 

And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge  and  intelli¬ 
gence  in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and  obedience 
than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  advantage  in  the 
world  to  come.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:18,  19.) 

Now,  since  intelligence  is  co-eternal  with 
God  and  is  the  very  glory  of  God,  it  fol¬ 
lows  logically  that  it  is  the  chief  investi¬ 
ture  of  man.  Indeed,  it  is  man,  for  it  is 
that  part  of  his  constituency  that  persists, 
that  is  eternal.  This  knowing,  conceiv¬ 
ing,  illuminating  principle  of  existence  lies 
at  the  base  of  all  our  powers  and  poten¬ 
tialities.  Without  it  there  would  be  no 
virtue  and  no  sin.  It  alone  gives  to  man 
his  free  agency,  the  power  to  choose,  to 
will,  and  to  act,  conscious  of  the  effects 
of  his  decisions  and  his  deeds.  It  accounts 
for  the  place  of  good  and  evil  in  the  world 
and  justifies  their  existence, — a  philosophi¬ 
cal  problem  that  has  baffled  the  minds  and 
the  thinking  of  great  scholars,  of  all  time. 

This  conception  of  intelligence  justifies 
the  eternal  quest  for  knowledge  and  it  does 
more.  It  explains  the  necessity  of  acquir¬ 
ing  knowledge  for  it  makes  knowledge  es¬ 
sential  to  progress  and  progression  in  the 
last  analysis  is  salvation.  It  places  a  ter¬ 
rific  penalty  on  ignorance.  It  lays  down 
a  new  and  very  definite  gospel  doctrine 
that:  “It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be 
saved  in  ignorance."  (Doctrine  and  Cov¬ 
enants  131:6.) 

True  Knowledge  and  Intelligence 
Rewarded 

The  world  in  general  and  the  modern 
world  in  particular  with  its  science,  scho¬ 
lasticism,  and  technology  has  been  prone 
to  scorn  and  slur  religion  and  the  church 
for  an  alleged  backwardness  and  retarda¬ 
tion  in  intellectual  processes  and  in  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  knowledge.  Whatever  jus¬ 
tification  there  may  have  been  in  times  past 
for  such  an  imputation,  I  present  now  an 
interpretation  of  the  Gospel  that  is  a  com¬ 


plete  refutation  of  these  disparaging  alle¬ 
gations  and  inferences  of  the  secular  world. 
The  Gospel  of  Christ  offers  a  stimulus 
and  a  reward  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  the  development  of  intelligence  that 
transcend  in  their  appeal  and  promise  any¬ 
thing  that  the  students  and  philosophers 
have  ever  evolved. 

But  the  knowledge  and  intelligence  that 
it  rewards  must  be  true.  "Light  and  truth" 
are  the  words  of  the  revelation.  It  places 
no  premium  upon  the  acquisition  of  false¬ 
hood  and  error.  It  distinguishes  very 
clearly  between  sophistication  and  true 
intelligence.  A  man  once  said  in  dis¬ 
tinguishing  intelligence  from  education  that 
intelligence  is  that  which  enables  one  to 
wisely  meet  the  situations  of  life  without 
education:  whereas,  education  is  that  which 
helps  one  to  meet  the  situations  of  life 
without  intelligence. 

This  statement  may  leave  the  inference 
that  intelligence  is  largely  inherited.  The 
Gospel  teaches  us  that  it  is — that  it  came 
as  a  native  endowment  of  the  race  but 
that  the  efficacy  of  the  endowment  has 
been  in  many  instances  largely  mitigated 
by  the  perversion  of  the  race.  It  is  encour¬ 
aging  and  gratifying,  however,  to  be  as¬ 
sured  that  no  man  has  ever  quite  lost  this 
vital  and  all-important  attribute.  There 
is  enough  intelligence  with  every  man  to 
acquire  knowledge  and  truth  if  he  elects 
so  to  do.  It  is  a  significant  fact,  demon¬ 
strated  by  most  extensive  research  and  in¬ 
vestigation,  that  there  is  no  people  in  the 
earth,  even  the  most  primitive,  which  has 
not  sufficient  intelligence  to  grasp  and 
hold  to  a  conception  of  a  God  as  a  Supreme 
being. 

Intelligence  a  Divine  Essence 

How  to  exercise  the  intelligence  we  pos¬ 
sess  for  the  attainment  and  utilization  of 
knowledge  is  a  vital  matter  in  the  inter¬ 
pretation  and  application  of  the  Gospel, 
but  it  is  one  that  I  must  pass  over  briefly. 
The  Gospel  places  highest  value  upon  that 
intelligence  and  knowledge  which  contrib¬ 
ute  most  to  the  enduring  welfare  of  man. 
"Pure  knowledge"  it  is  called  in  the  rev¬ 
elation,  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  121: 
42)  which  defines  the  attributes  and  func¬ 
tions  of  the  holy  Priesthood.  This  pure 
knowledge,  without  which  the  Priesthood 
can  not  properly  be  administered,  contem¬ 
plates  an  understanding  of  the  divine  plan 
of  redemption  and  of  the  principles  and 
laws  that  pertain  to  the  celestial  kingdom 
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of  our  Father.  In  all  the  learning  of  the 
world  there  is  nothing  of  higher  import 
for  the  mind  of  man  to  comprehend  than 
the  eternal  principles  and  truths  that  per¬ 
tain  to  exaltation  in  the  presence  of  God. 
And  there  is  no  higher  order  of  intelli¬ 
gence  than  that  which  enables  man  to  per¬ 
ceive  these  glorious  truths. 

Since  intelligence  is  a  divine  essence,  it 
may  function  adequately  only  when  recog¬ 
nized  as  divine.  In  that  recognition  faith 
is  indispensable.  Faith  and  knowledge 
constitute  testimony  and  bring  that  con¬ 
viction  which  is  epitomized  in  the  declara¬ 
tion,  “that  to  know  thee  is  eternal  life." 
So  I  ask,  where  is  the  philosophy  or  school 
of  thought  that  esteems  more  highly  and 
ascribes  nobler  attributes  to  the  mind  and 
intelligence  of  man  than  does  this  exalted 
concept  set  forth  in  the  new  interpretation 
of  the  Gospel  of  Christ? 

The  Family  of  God 

I  propose  as  the  next  major  phase  of 
this  new  interpretation  a  unique  and  dis¬ 
tinctive  conception  of  the  family  of  God. 
God,  the  Master  Intelligence,  is  the  Creator 
and  veritable  Father  of  his  children,  the 
lesser  but  potentially  divine  intelligences 
who  make  up  his  family  and  populate  his 
kingdom.  As  a  kindly  parent,  he  desires 
and  designs  the  eternal  welfare  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  his  offspring.  In  modern  revela¬ 
tion  his  purpose  is  clarified  as  never  be¬ 
fore  in  recorded  scripture.  It  is  the  glory 
of  God  to  “bring  to  pass  the  immortality 
and  eternal  life  of  man."  (Pearl  of  Great 
Price — Moses  1:39.)  And,  “Men  are 
that  they  might  have  joy."  (Book  of 
Mormon — II  Nephi  2:25.)  These  are 
the  sublime  declarations  revealed  in  lat¬ 
ter  days,  forever  banishing  all  doubt  and 
uncertain  speculation  as  to  the  place  and 
purpose  of  man  in  the  universe. 

In  what  does  the  joy  of  man  consist? 
There  are  two  things;  first,  an  eternal 
progression  in  intelligence,  knowledge  and 
power  that  leads  to  perfection,  even  as 
Christ  is  perfect;  and,  second,  companion¬ 
ship  with  God  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  his  Son. 

New  Concept  of  Heaven 

This  pronouncement  of  the  purpose  of 
our  being,  together  with  additional  rev¬ 
elations,  brings  a  new  concept  of  heaven. 
By  the  perfection  of  our  lives  we  achieve 
joy  and  come  into  the  presence  of  God. 


Where  is  he?  He  is  in  his  own  kingdom. 
Are  there  other  kingdoms?  Yes.  And  in 
that  revealed  knowledge  we  learn  the  truth 
about  heaven.  There  are  other  kingdoms 
referred  to  but  not  fully  explained  by 
Saint  Paul  and  also  indicated  in  “the 
many  mansions  of  my  Father's  house," 
spoken  of  by  the  Savior. 

These  scriptures  have  been  fully  am¬ 
plified  by  the  new  interpretation.  King¬ 
doms  of  eternity  have  been  defined.  Laws 
that  govern  the  various  kingdoms  have 
been  set  forth  and  entrance  requirements 
stipulated.  There  are  preferential  places 
and  conditions  in  the  hereafter,  as  there 
are  here.  The  highest  and  most  desirable 
is  the  celestial  kingdom  of  our  Father.  In 
that  kingdom  and  only  there  do  intelli¬ 
gences  attain  their  highest  state  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  Only  there  do  we  have  assurance  of 
the  reunion  of  families  and  the  perpetua¬ 
tion  of  family  relationship  and  eternal  in¬ 
crease.  In  that  kingdom  man  may  ulti¬ 
mately  become  divine. 

In  the  mercy  of  God  other  lesser  king¬ 
doms  make  provision  for  just  compensa¬ 
tion  in  the  lives  of  men.  But  the  lesser 
kingdoms  are  outshone  by  the  celestial  as 
the  sun  in  its  brightness  and  glory  tran¬ 
scends  the  moon  and  the  stars. 

Men  attain  these  various  kingdoms  by 
the  election  and  the  work  of  their  lives. 
We  do  not  know  all  the  conditions  prece¬ 
dent  to  entrance  into  the  lesser  kingdoms 
but  what  is  necessary  to  come  into  celestial 
glory  has  been  definitely  revealed.  The 
principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  are  the  laws  of  that  kingdom. 
Faith,  repentance,  baptism,  the  laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  bestowal  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  ordination  to  the  Priesthood, — are 
all  essential  requirements.  Why?  Because 
God  has  stipulated  them  and  because  also 
they  are  consonant  with  the  spirit,  the 
purpose  and  glory  of  the  kingdom. 

Is  it  necessary  for  one  to  be  baptized 
to  go  to  heaven?  That  depends  on  the 
place  in  heaven  to  which  one  aspires.  We 
have  no  knowledge  as  to  whether  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  lesser  kingdoms,  but 
we  do  know  by  revelation  that  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  essential  for  the  heaven  of  the 
celestial  kingdom  of  God.  The  scriptures 
give  us  to  understand  that  through  the 
general  atonement  of  the  Savior  all  man¬ 
kind  will  be  resurrected  from  the  grave 
and  come  forth  in  a  life  hereafter  but  we 
know  that  the  atonement  itself  is  not  ade- 
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quate  to  place  us  in  the  celestial  kingdom 
in  which  respect  we  distinguish  between 
the  general  salvation  of  the  human  family 
brought  about  by  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world  and  the  exaltation  of  the  individual 
accomplished  by  his  own  works  and  faith¬ 
fulness,  through  the  mediation  of  Christ. 

Mission  of  Church  for  Living  and  Dead 

From  this  clearly  defined  sublime  con¬ 
cept  of  heaven  is  evolved  the  mission  of 
the  Church  which  is:  first,  to  disseminate 
knowledge  of  the  celestial  kingdom;  and 
second,  to  assist  in  perfecting  the  lives  of 
men  so  they  may  enter  that  kingdom. 

This  mission  of  the  Church,  through 
the  revealed  justice  of  God,  is  extended 
not  only  to  all  the  living  but  to  the  dead 
as  well.  It  is  not  designed  that  the  acci¬ 
dent  of  death  shall  circumscribe  the  free 
agency  of  man  to  choose  and  attain  his  ul¬ 
timate  destiny.  Since,  however,  it  is  in 
the  plan  that  certain  ceremonies  and  ordi¬ 
nances  which  are  requisite  for  entrance  into 
the  celestial  kingdom  shall  be  performed  in 
mortality,  merciful  provision  has  been 
made  whereby  the  living  may  vicariously 
perform  these  ordinances  for  the  dead. 
Hence  our  extensive  temple  work  wherein 
all  conditions  essential  for  entrance  into 
the  celestial  kingdom  are  complied  with 
for  both  the  living  and  the  dead. 

I  think  of  all  Christian  service  vicarious 
work  for  the  dead  is  the  most  Christ-like. 
It  often  entails  great  sacrifice.  The  ben¬ 
eficiary  is  not  here,  even  to  give  thanks. 
It  is  true  benevolence. 

Nature  and  Need  of  Priesthood 

As  a  concluding  item  in  this  new  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  Gospel,  I  now  present 
the  doctrine  of  the  holy  Priesthood. 
Knowledge  of  God,  his  family  and  his 
kingdom,  and  reason  also,  assure  us  that 
we  can  not  do  his  work  and  accomplish 
his  purposes  without  a  delegation  of  his 
power.  The  Priesthood  is  his  commission 
to  men.  It  holds  the  keys  to  his  kingdom. 
The  gates  will  not  unlock  without  these 
keys. 

Not  only  is  the  Priesthood  necessary  for 
the  kingdom  hereafter,  but  it  is  essential 
in  perfecting  the  lives  of  the  people.  This 
investiture  of  divine  power  in  man  is  a 
boon  to  him  who  holds  it  and  an  in¬ 
estimable  blessing  to  others.  I  call  it  the 
perfect  plan  of  service  because  it  does  for 


man  the  most  vital  and  important  things 
that  can  come  into  his  life.  It  inducts  him 
into  the  fold  of  Christ.  It  unites  him  in 
an  eternal  compact  of  marriage.  It  estab¬ 
lishes  the  enduring  bond  in  which  his  chil¬ 
dren  are  born.  It  leads  him  into  celestial 
glorv,  the  benediction  of  his  life. 

The  nature  of  this  divine  power  is  set 
forth  in  some  of  the  most  beautiful  lang¬ 
uage  of  all  scripture.  I  have  not  time  to 
repeat  it  all.  Here  is  but  a  sample: 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be  maintained 
by  virtue  of  the  Priesthood,  only  by  persuasion,  by 
long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and  meekness,  and  by  love 
unfeigned; 

By  kindness  and  pure  knowledge,  which  shall  greatly 
enlarge  the  soul  without  hypocrisy,  and  without  guile  - 

Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness  when  moved  upon 
by  the  Holy  Ghost;  then  showing  forth  afterwards  an 
increase  of  love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast  reproved, 
lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy; 

That  he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness  is  stronger 
than  the  cords  of  death.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
121 :41-44.) 

Divine  Power  Exists  In  Earth  Today 

Are  we  sure  that  this  divine  power  ex¬ 
ists  in  the  earth  today?  We  are.  We 
have  incontrovertible  evidence  of  its  deriva¬ 
tion  and  validity.  Its  origin  is  not  lost  in 
the  obscure  antiquity  of  the  past.  It  came 
to  us  in  relatively  recent  time, — within 
the  memory  of  our  fathers.  Angelic  min¬ 
isters,  in  person,  bestowed  it  and  delivered 
the  keys.  The  unequivocal  testimony  of 
the  witnesses  is  recorded  and  available.  And 
the  authenticity  and  genuineness  of  the 
power  are  attested,  not  only  by  accredited 
witnesses,  but  by  what  is  equally,  if  not 
more  important,  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of 
the  power  itself. 

Our  history  is  replete  with  instances 
and  circumstances  indicating  the  vitality 
and  force  of  this  precious  endowment.  So 
that,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  honest  men 
and  women  have  positive  conviction  of  the 
restoration  of  God’s  power  in  the  earth  and 
the  establishment  of  his  Church  founded 
on  that  power. 

This,  then,  in  brief,  is  the  new  inter¬ 
pretation  and  the  new  restoration  of  the 
pure  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  call  it  new 
although  it  came  a  century  ago  and  al¬ 
though  hundreds  of  thousands  have  ac¬ 
cepted  it,  because  today,  the  great  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  all  the  populations  of  the 
earth  have  never  heard  of  it  and  do  not 
know  that  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy 
have  been  re-revealed  in  the  last  dispensa¬ 
tion  of  the  fullness  of  time  for  the  exalta¬ 
tion  and  glory  of  man. 
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In  this  new  revelation,  through  God’s 
chosen  prophet,  lies  the  hope  of  the  world. 
When  true  intelligence  shall  banish  error 
and  superstition  and  the  family  of  God 
shall  be  more  than  a  theological  concep¬ 
tion;  when  men  shall  truly  aspire  to  the 
highest  heaven,  and  the  duly  constituted 
authority  of  God  shall  be  recognized  and 
esteemed,  then, — and  not  until  then, — 
will  the  long-desired  peace  of  Christ  de¬ 
scend  upon  the  nations.  God  grant  the 
early  coming  of  that  day!  Amen. 


AN  INCIDENT  IN  THE  MISSIONARY 
EXPERIENCE  OF  PRESIDENT 
JEDEDIAH  M.  GRANT 


While  engaged  in  missionary  work  in 
the  state  of  Virginia,  Elder  Grant  was 
challenged  by  a  very  eminent  Baptist 
preacher,  named  Baldwin,  to  a  discussion. 

Brother  Grant  consented. 

The  place  chosen  was  the  fine,  large 
church  of  his  proud  and  imperious  an¬ 
tagonist. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  described  to  me,  as 
a  man  who  was  overbearing  in  his  man¬ 
ner — a  regular  browbeater. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  discussion, 
the  house  was  densely  crowded.  Umpires 
were  chosen  and  everything  was  ready  to 
proceed,  when  Brother  Grant  arose  and 
said,  “Mr.  Baldwin,  I  would  like  to  ask 
you  a  question  before  we  proceed  any 
further.” 

“Certainly  so,”  said  Mr.  Baldwin. 

“Who  stands  at  the  head  of  your  church 
in  Southwest  Virginia? 

Mr.  Baldwin  very  quickly  and  austerely 
replied,  “I  do,  sir;  I  do.” 

“All  rieht,”  said  Brother  Grant;  “I 
wished  to  know  that  I  had  a  worthy  foe.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  looked  a  little  confused 
for  a  moment,  and  then  said: 

Mr.  Grant,  I  would  like  to  ask  you 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  your  church 
in  Southwest  Virginia?” 

Brother  Grant  arose  and  with  bowed 
head  replied,  “Jesus  Christ,  sir.” 

The  shock  was  electrical.  This  inspired 
answer  completely  disarmed  his  proud  an¬ 
tagonist. 

— T.  B.  Lewis  in  ‘‘F.  P.  Series.” 


Borrow  trouble  for  yourself  if  that’s 
your  nature,  but  don’t  lend  it  to  your 
friends. 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  ELDER  MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  Presidenl  of  Ihe 
Souihern  Stales  Mission. 

(Given  at  the  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  6,  1938.) 

I  bring  to  you  today  the  greetings  of 
nineteen  thousand  Saints,  situated  in  six¬ 
ty-eight  branches  and  ten  districts  in  the 
Southern  States  Mission.  I  sincerely  trust 


President  Merriil  D.  Clay  son 


that  the  time  will  come  when  these  sixty- 
eight  branches  may  be  christened  as  wards, 
and  these  ten  districts  as  stakes  of  Zion. 
I  only  wish,  today,  that  more  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  might  be  here  to  enjoy  the  spiritual 
feast  that  this  conference  affords.  It  is 
the  life-long  ambition  of  many  of  these 
worthy  Saints  to  have  the  opportunity, 
some  day,  to  ccme  to  this  great  gathering 
and  enjoy  the  feast  that  you  people  receive 
here. 

I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  today  that 
the  hundred  and  twenty-five  missionaries 
laboring  in  the  Southern  States  Mission 
are  well  and  enjoying  their  labors.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  with  all  my  heart,  and  more  than 
words  can  tell,  the  opportunity  of  work¬ 
ing  with  your  sons  and  your  daughters 
in  that  mission.  Together,  we  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  solve  the  problems  that  are 
presented  in  carrying  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  honesi  in  heart. 

I  am  grateful  that  a  humble  Mormon 
Elder  delivered  a  Gospel  tract  at  mv  grand¬ 
mother’s  house  in  England,  brought  her 
into  the  Church,  and  thus  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  be  born  here  in  the  land 
of  Zion  and  enjoy  the  wonderful  benefits 
that  come  to  us  through  the  association 
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In  this  new  revelation,  through  God's 
chosen  prophet,  lies  the  hope  of  the  world. 
When  true  intelligence  shall  banish  error 
and  superstition  and  the  family  of  God 
shall  be  more  than  a  theological  concep¬ 
tion;  when  men  shall  truly  aspire  to  the 
highest  heaven,  and  the  duly  constituted 
authority  of  God  shall  be  recognized  and 
esteemed,  then, — and  not  until  then, — 
will  the  long-desired  peace  of  Christ  de¬ 
scend  upon  the  nations.  God  grant  the 
early  coming  of  that  day!  Amen. 


AN  INCIDENT  IN  THE  MISSIONARY 
EXPERIENCE  OF  PRESIDENT 
JEDEDIAH  M.  GRANT 


While  engaged  in  missionary  work  in 
the  state  of  Virginia,  Elder  Grant  was 
challenged  by  a  very  eminent  Baptist 
preacher,  named  Baldwin,  to  a  discussion. 

Brother  Grant  consented. 

The  place  chosen  was  the  fine,  large 
church  of  his  proud  and  imperious  an¬ 
tagonist. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  described  to  me,  as 
a  man  who  was  overbearing  in  his  man¬ 
ner — a  regular  browbeater. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  discussion, 
the  house  was  densely  crowded.  Umpires 
were  chosen  and  everything  was  ready  to 
proceed,  when  Brother  Grant  arose  and 
said,  "Mr.  Baldwin,  I  would  like  to  ask 
you  a  question  before  we  proceed  any 
further.” 

"Certainly  so,”  said  Mr.  Baldwin. 

"Who  stands  at  the  head  of  your  church 
in  Southwest  Virginia? 

Mr.  Baldwin  very  quickly  and  austerely 
replied,  "I  do,  sir;  I  do.” 

"All  right,”  said  Brother  Grant;  "I 
wished  to  know  that  I  had  a  worthy  foe.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  looked  a  little  confused 
for  a  moment,  and  then  said: 

Mr.  Grant,  I  would  like  to  ask  you 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  your  church 
in  Southwest  Virginia?” 

Brother  Grant  arose  and  with  bowed 
head  replied,  "Jesus  Christ,  sir.” 

The  shock  was  electrical.  This  inspired 
answer  completely  disarmed  his  proud  an¬ 
tagonist. 

— T .  B.  Lewis  in  “F.  P.  Series 


Borrow  trouble  for  yourself  if  that's 
your  nature,  but  don't  lend  it  to  your 
friends. 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

By  ELDER  MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President  of  fhe 
Southern  Stales  Mission. 

(Given  at  the  108th  Annual  Conference,  April  6,  1938.) 

I  bring  to  you  today  the  greetings  of 
nineteen  thousand  Saints,  situated  in  six¬ 
ty-eight  branches  and  ten  districts  in  the 
Southern  States  Mission.  I  sincerely  trust 


President  Merriil  D.  Clayson 


that  the  time  will  come  when  these  sixty- 
eight  branches  may  be  christened  as  wards, 
and  these  ten  districts  as  stakes  of  Zion. 
u  I  only  wish,  today,  that  more  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  might  be  here  to  enjoy  the  spiritual 
feast  that  this  conference  affords.  It  is 
the  life-long  ambition  of  many  of  these 
worthy  Saints  to  have  the  opportunity, 
some  day,  to  ccme  to  this  great  gathering 
and  enjoy  the  feast  that  you  people  receive 
here. 

I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  today  that 
the  hundred  and  twenty-five  missionaries 
laboring  in  the  Southern  States  Mission 
are  well  and  enjoying  their  labors.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  with  all  my  heart,  and  more  than 
words  can  tell,  the  opportunity  of  work¬ 
ing  with  your  sons  and  your  daughters 
in  that  mission.  Together,  we  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  solve  the  problems  that  are 
presented  in  carryirf.  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  honesi  in  heart. 

I  am  grateful  that  a  humble  Mormon 
Elder  delivered  a  Gospel  tract  at  my  grand¬ 
mother’s  house  in  England,  brought  her 
into  the  Church,  and  thus  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  be  born  here  in  the  land 
of  Zion  and  enjoy  the  wonderful  benefits 
that  come  to  us  through  the  association 
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and  influence  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Mormonism  does  more  for  its  members 
than  any  other  force  in  all  the  world  today. 
I  often  think  that  we  do  not  appreciate 
its  great  value,  influence,  and  what  it  has 
meant  to  us  in  our  lives.  If  we  were 
stripped  of  all  its  truths,  of  all  the  in¬ 
fluences  that  it  has  contributed  to  our  char¬ 
acter  and  lives  and  then  stand  off  to  one- 
side  and  see  what  is  left,  I  believe  we 
would  appreciate,  more  than  any  other 
time  in  our  lives,  just  what  Mormonism 
has  meant  to  us. 

Too  often  people  look  at  Mormonism, 
accept  two  or  three  of  its  principles  that  do 
not  conflict  with  their  philosophy  and 
living,  and  think  that  they  are  Mormons. 
Others  look  upon  baptism  as  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  end  of  their  religion.  Others 
use  it  as  a  philosophy  to  ponder  over  in 
their  more  serious  moods  but  never  make 
it  a  part  of  their  lives.  The  great  bless¬ 
ings  that  come  to  us  come  through  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
its  completeness.  I  am  sincerely  convinced 
that  the  paths  that  lead  to  health  and 
happiness,  the  paths  that  lead  to  progress 
and  the  abundant  life,  arc  paved  with  the 
eternal  truths  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  my  testimony  to  you  people  today 
that  Mormonism  is  a  greater  builder  of 
character  and  human  personality  than  all 
the  philosophies  and  man-made  religions 
of  the  world.  God  bless  us  and  help  us 
to  see  and  understand  it  in  its  complete¬ 
ness,  and  live  it,  and  thus  bring  to  our¬ 
selves  health,  happiness,  progress,  and 
salvation,  I  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

By  EVELYN  WOOSTER  VINER,  Santa  Maria,  Calif. 

Anniversaries  are  set  apart 
Within  the  archives  of  the  heart. 

Deep  graven  on  the  mind’s  clear  stone 
Shine  memories,  which  to  us  alone, 

Are  held  close  nurtured  and  more  dear, 
More  deeply  cherished  year  by  year; 
These  days  of  sweet  remembering 
Rejuvenation  to  us  bring. 

They  take  us  back  across  the  years, 
Which  alternated  joy  and  tears, 

To  that  first  day  of  reverent  bliss 
When  earth  clay  thrilled  to  Heavenly  kiss. 
Feeble  burns  the  fire  as  we  grow  old 
But  memories  the  fires  of  youth  enfold. 


A  MAN  AMONG  THE  GENTILES 

By  E.  CECIL  MCGAVIN,  Principal  Spanish  Fork 
•  Seminary 

One  of  the  many  striking  statements  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  assertion  that 
Columbus  was  inspired  by  the  Lord  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  land  of  America.  In  Nephi's 
account  of  a  vision  he  had  beheld  this  verse 
appears : 

And  I  looked  and  beheld  a  man  among  the  Gentiles, 
who  was  separated  from  the  seed  of  my  brethren  by  the 
many  waters/  and  I  beheld  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  it 
came  down  and  wrought  upon  the  man;  and  he  went 
forth  upon  the  many  waters,  even  unto  the  seed  of 
my  brethren  who  were  in  the  promised  land.  — I  Nephi 
13:12. 

This  prediction  was  made  two  millen¬ 
niums  before  the  time  of  Columbus,  yet  it 
was  fulfilled  in  a  most  remarkable  manner. 
The  spirit  of  the  Lord  must  have  wrought 
mightly  upon  the  man  to  enable  him  not 
to  be  dissuaded  from  his  heaven-inspired 
mission. 

Unless  impelled  by  the  inspiration  of 
heaven  his  brave  spirit  would  have  broken 
down  under  the  persecution  and  ridicule  of 
the  time.  With  a  band  of  disgruntled 
prisoners  for  a  crew  and  three  small  ships 
which  today  would  be  considered  unsafe 
upon  the  peaceful  bosom  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  heaven-sent  messenger  set  forth  to  dis- 
discover  the  promised  land,  the  most  choice 
region  under  the  heavens.  Only  one  of 
his  ships  was  decked,  the  others  being 
small  barges  in  comparison  with  the  ma¬ 
jestic  seas  they  must  cross. 

The  most  thorough  study  ever  compiled 
on  the  life  of  Colombus  was  the  monu¬ 
mental  work  of  Washington  Irving.  From 
this  authoritative  source  we  quote  a  few 
extracts  that  confirm  our  sincere  convic¬ 
tions  that  Colombus  was  a  devout  man  up¬ 
on  whom  the  spirit  of  God  wrought: 

He  was  devoutly  pious:  religion  mingled  with  the 
whole  course  of  his  thoughts  and  actions,  and  shone 
forth  in  his  most  private  and  unstudied  writings. 
Whenever  he  made  any  great  discovery,  he  celebrated 
it  by  solemn  thanks  to  God.  The  voice  of  prayer  and 
melody  of  praise  rose  from  his  ships  when  they  first 
beheld  the  New  World,  and  his  first  action  on  land¬ 
ing  was  to  prostrate  himself  upon  the  earth  and  re¬ 
turn  thanksgiving.  Every  evening  the  "Salve  Regina" 
and  other  vesper  hymns  were  chanted  by  his  crew, 
and  masses  were  performed  in  the  beautiful  groves 
bordering  the  wild  shores  of  this  heathen  land.  All 
his  great  enterprises  were  undertaken  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  and  he  partook  of  the  communion 
previous  to  embarcation.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in 
efficacy  of  vows  and  penances  and  pilgrimages,  and 
resorted  to  them  in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger. 
The  religion  thus  deeply  seated  in  his  soul  diffused 
a  sober  dignity  and  benign  composure  over  his  whole 
demeanor.  His  language  was  pure  and  guarded, 
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and  influence  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Mormonism  does  more  for  its  members 
than  any  other  force  in  all  the  world  today. 
I  often  think  that  we  do  not  appreciate 
its  great  value,  influence,  and  what  it  has 
meant  to  us  in  our  lives.  If  we  were 
stripped  of  all  its  truths,  of  all  the  in¬ 
fluences  that  it  has  contributed  to  our  char¬ 
acter  and  lives  and  then  stand  off  to  one- 
side  and  see  what  is  left,  I  believe  we 
would  appreciate,  more  than  any  other 
time  in  our  lives,  just  what  Mormonism 
has  meant  to  us. 

Too  often  people  look  at  Mormonism, 
accept  two  or  three  of  its  principles  that  do 
not  conflict  with  their  philosophy  and 
living,  and  think  that  they  are  Mormons. 
Others  look  upon  baptism  as  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  end  of  their  religion.  Others 
use  it  as  a  philosophy  to  ponder  over  in 
their  more  serious  moods  but  never  make 
it  a  part  of  their  lives.  The  great  bless¬ 
ings  that  come  to  us  come  through  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
its  completeness.  I  am  sincerely  convinced 
that  the  paths  that  lead  to  health  and 
happiness,  the  paths  that  lead  to  progress 
and  the  abundant  life,  are  paved  with  the 
eternal  truths  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  my  testimony  to  you  people  today 
that  Mormonism  is  a  greater  builder  of 
character  and  human  personality  than  all 
the  philosophies  and  man-made  religions 
of  the  world.  God  bless  us  and  help  us 
to  see  and  understand  it  in  its  complete¬ 
ness,  and  live  it,  and  thus  bring  to  our¬ 
selves  health,  happiness,  progress,  and 
salvation,  I  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

By  EVELYN  WOOSTER  VINER,  Santa  Maria,  Calif. 

Anniversaries  are  set  apart 
Within  the  archives  of  the  heart. 

Deep  graven  on  the  mind’s  clear  stone 
Shine  memories,  which  to  us  alone, 

Are  held  close  nurtured  and  more  dear, 
More  deeply  cherished  year  by  year; 
These  days  of  sweet  remembering 
Rejuvenation  to  us  bring. 

They  take  us  back  across  the  years, 
Which  alternated  joy  and  tears, 

To  that  first  day  of  reverent  bliss 
When  earth  clay  thrilled  to  Heavenly  kiss. 
Feeble  burns  the  fire  as  we  grow  old 
But  memories  the  fires  of  youth  enfold. 


A  MAN  AMONG  THE  GENTILES 

By  E.  CECIL  MCGAVIN,  Principal  Spanish  Fork 
•  Seminary 

One  of  the  many  striking  statements  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  assertion  that 
Columbus  was  inspired  by  the  Lord  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  land  of  America.  In  Nephi's 
account  of  a  vision  he  had  beheld  this  verse 
appears: 

And  I  looked  and  beheld  a  man  among  ihe  Gentiles, 
who  was  separated  from  the  seed  of  my  brethren  by  the 
many  waters;  and  I  beheld  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  it 
came  down  and  wrought  upon  the  man,-  and  he  went 
forth  upon  the  many  waters,  even  unto  the  seed  of 
my  brethren  who  were  in  the  promised  land.  — I  Nephi 
13:12. 

This  prediction  was  made  two  millen¬ 
niums  before  the  time  of  Columbus,  yet  it 
was  fulfilled  in  a  most  remarkable  manner. 
The  spirit  of  the  Lord  must  have  wrought 
mightly  upon  the  man  to  enable  him  not 
to  be  dissuaded  from  his  heaven-inspired 
mission. 

Unless  impelled  by  the  inspiration  of 
heaven  his  brave  spirit  would  have  broken 
down  under  the  persecution  and  ridicule  of 
the  time.  With  a  band  of  disgruntled 
prisoners  for  a  crew  and  three  small  ships 
which  today  would  be  considered  unsafe 
upon  the  peaceful  bosom  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  heaven-sent  messenger  set  forth  to  dis- 
discover  the  promised  land,  the  most  choice 
region  under  the  heavens.  Only  one  of 
his  ships  was  decked,  the  others  being 
small  barges  in  comparison  with  the  ma¬ 
jestic  seas  they  must  cross. 

The  most  thorough  study  ever  compiled 
on  the  life  of  Colombus  was  the  monu¬ 
mental  work  of  Washington  Irving.  From 
this  authoritative  source  we  quote  a  few 
extracts  that  confirm  our  sincere  convic¬ 
tions  that  Colombus  was  a  devout  man  up¬ 
on  whom  the  spirit  of  God  wrought: 

He  was  devoutly  pious:  religion  mingled  with  the 
whole  course  of  his  thoughts  and  actions,  and  shone 
forth  in  his  most  private  and  unstudied  writings. 
Whenever  he  made  any  great  discovery,  he  celebrated 
it  by  solemn  thanks  to  God.  The  voice  of  prayer  and 
melody  of  praise  rose  from  his  ships  when  they  first 
beheld  the  New  World,  and  his  first  action  on  land¬ 
ing  was  to  prostrate  himself  upon  the  earth  and  re¬ 
turn  thanksgiving.  Every  evening  the  "Salve  Regina" 
and  other  vesper  hymns  were  chanted  by  his  crew, 
and  masses  were  performed  in  the  beautiful  groves 
bordering  the  wild  shores  of  this  heathen  land.  All 
his  great  enterprises  were  undertaken  in  the  name  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  and  he  partook  of  the  communion 
previous  to  embarcation.  He  was  a  firm  believer  in 
efficacy  of  vows  and  penances  and  pilgrimages,  and 
resorted  to  them  in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger. 
The  religion  thus  deeply  seated  in  his  soul  diffused 
a  sober  dignity  and  benign  composure  over  his  whole 
demeanor.  His  language  was  pure  and  guarded, 
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and  free  from  imprecations,  oaths,  and  other  irreverent 
expressions. 

His  renowned  biographer  was  impressed 
with  his  claim  upon  the  guidance  of  heav¬ 
en.  Concerning  this  topic  we  read: 

During  the  intervals  of  business,  he  sought  into 
the  prophecies  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  the  writings 
of  the  fathers,  and  all  kinds  of  sacred  and  speculative 
sources,  for  mystic  portents  and  revelations  which 
might  be  construed  to  bear  upon  the  discovery  of 
the  New  World,  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
recovery  of  the  holy  sepulcher:  three  great  events  which 
he  supposed  to  be  predestined  to  succeed  each  other.  .  . 

He  avowed  in  the  fullest  manner  his  peruasion  that, 
from  his  earliest  infancy,  he  had  been  chosen  by 
Heaven  for  the  accomplishment  of  those  two  great 
designs,  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  and  the 
rescue  of  the  holy  sepulcher.  For  this  purpose,  in 
his  tender  years,  he  had  been  guided  by  a  Divine 
impulse  to  embrace  the  profession  of  the  sea,  a  mode 
of  life,  he  observes,  which  produces  an  inclination 
to  inquire  into  the  mysteries  of  naiure/  and  he  had 
been  gifted  with  a  curious  spirit,  to  read  all  kinds 
of  chronicles,  geographical  treatises,  and  works  of  phil¬ 
osophy.  In  meditating  upon  these,  his  understanding  had 
been  opened  by  the  Deity,  "as  with  a  palpable  hand," 
so  as  to  discover  the  navigation  to<  the  Indies,  and 
he  had  been  inflamed  with  ardor  to  undertake  the 
enterprise.  "Animated  as  by  a  heavenly  fire,"  he 
adds,  "I  came  to  your  highnesses . " 

He  considered  it  a  Divine  intimation,  a  light  from 
Heaven,  and  the  fulfillment  of  what  had  been  foretold 
by  our  Saviour  and  the  Prophets.  Still  he  regarded 
it  but  as  a  minor  event,  preparatory  to  the  grea! 
enterprise,  the  recovery  of  the  sepulcher.  He  pro¬ 
nounced  it  a  miracle  effected  by  Heaven,  to  animate 
himself  and  others  to  that  holy  undertaking . 

He  considered  himself  under  Divine  inspiration,  im¬ 
parting  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  fulfilling  the  high  and 
holy  purposes  for  which  he  had  been  predestined. 

His  visionary  spirit  took  fire  at  the  doctrinal  ob¬ 
jections  of  his  opponents,  and  he  met  them  upon 
their  own  ground,  pouring  forth  those  magnificent  texts 
of  scripture,  and  those  mysterious  predictions  of  the 
Prophets,  which,  in  his  enthusiastic  moments,  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  types  and  annunciations  of  the  sublime 
discovery  which  he  proposed.  .  .  . 

Columbus  now  considered  himself  about  to  effect 
this  great  work:  to  spread  the  light  of  revelation  to 
the  very  ends  of  the  earth,  and  thus  to  be  the  instru¬ 
ment  of  accomplishing  one  of  the  sublime  predictions 
of  Holy  Writ . 

The  ardent  enthusiasm  of  Columbus  did  not  stop  here. 
Anticipating  boundless  wealth  from  his  discoveries,  he 
suggested  that  the  treasures  thus  acquired  should  be 
consecrated  to  the  pious  purpose  of  rescuing  the  holy 
sepulcher  of  Jerusalem  from  the  power  of  the  In¬ 
fidels . 

In  fact,  he  subsequently  considered  it  the  main  work 
for  which  he  was  chosen  by  Heaven  as  an  agent, 
and  that  his  great  discovery  was  but  a  preparatory 
dispensation  of  Providence  to  furnish  means  for  its 
accomplishment . 

Columbus  was  bold  enough  to  relate  to 
unsympathetic  friends  that  he  had  actually 
been  given  a  vision  from  heaven  in  which 
an  angel  came  to  him  and  gave  him  an  as¬ 
surance  that  heaven  was  well  pleased  with 
his  mission.  Among  other  inspiring  things 
the  angel  is  represented  as  saying: 

What  did  He  more  for  Moses,  or  for  His  servant 
David,  than  He  has  done  for  thee?  From  the  lime  of 
thy  birth  He  has  ever  had  thee  under  His  peculiar 


care.  .  .  -  Of  the  gates  of  the  Ocean  Sea,  shut  up  with 
such  mighty  chains,  He  delivered  thee  the  keys.  .  .  . 
He  has  many  vast  inheritances  yet  in  reserve.  ...  I 
have  shown  thee  what  thy  Creator  hath  done  for  thee. 
....  Fear  not !  Confide  I 

From  his  early  youth  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy  years  he  never 
for  a  moment  doubted  that  he  was  a  heav¬ 
en-inspired  agent;  one  endowed  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  to  guide  him.  As  rev¬ 
erently  and  peacefully  as  Moses  had  bided 
farewell  to  his  people  before  ascending  the 
lonely  mount  from  which  he  never  re¬ 
turned,  the  man  among  the  Gentiles  lay 
down  to  peaceful  dreams.  His  last  words 
were,  "Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  com¬ 
mend  my  spirit/* 


A  TESTIMONY 

Standing  before  you,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  as  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  and 
of  the  restored  truths  of  the  Gospel  given 
in  the  day  and  age  in  which  we  live,  I 
bear  this  record  in  your  presence  today. 
I  have  grown  from  childhood  to  man¬ 
hood  in  connection  with  these  leading  men 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  I  knew  Brigham 
Young  as  intimately  as  a  boy  could  know 
his  father.  I  knew  John  Taylor,  Wilford 
Woodruff,  Lorenzo  Snow  in  like  manner. 
I  have  been  as  intimate  with  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  as  kinsman  could  be. 
Standing  here  as  a  witness  before  God  to¬ 
day,  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  never 
received  one  item  of  instruction  from  these 
men  and  from  the  Council  of  Apostles 
that  did  not  breathe  words  of  life,  words 
of  encouragement,  words  of  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  every  element  of  true  manhood. 

The  Gospel  is  true.  The  angel  of  God 
spoken  of  by  the  prophet  of  old  has  flown 
through  the  midst  of  heaven,  "having  the 
everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  them  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  to  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people."  Upon  the 
head  of  this  man  (pointing  to  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith)  and  his  associates  today 
lies  the  responsibility  of  seeing  to  it  that 
every  child  of  our  Father  within  reach 
shall  hear  that  witness  and  accept  or  reject 
it.  My  witness  before  you  is  that  God 
has  spoken,  that  His  truth  is  established, 
and  that  His  Church  is  in  the  world.  God, 
the  Father,  and  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
have  spoken  to  man  in  this  dispensation. 
The  key  has  been  turned  and  the  work 
is  in  motion. — Pres.  John  Henry  Smith. 
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and  free  from  imprecations,  oaths,  and  other  irreverent 
expressions. 

His  renowned  biographer  was  impressed 
with  his  claim  upon  the  guidance  of  heav¬ 
en.  Concerning  this  topic  we  read: 

During  the  intervals  of  business,  he  sought  into 
the  prophecies  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  the  writings 
of  the  fathers,  and  all  kinds  of  sacred  and  speculative 
sources,  for  mystic  portents  and  revelations  which 
might  be  construed  to  bear  upon  the  discovery  of 
the  New  World,  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
recovery  of  the  holy  sepulcher:  three  great  events  which 
he  supposed  to  be  predestined  to  succeed  each  other.  .  . 

He  avowed  in  the  fullest  manner  his  peruasion  that, 
from  his  earliest  infancy,  he  had  been  chosen  by 
Heaven  for  the  accomplishment  of  those  two  great 
designs,  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  and  the 
rescue  of  the  holy  sepulcher.  For  this  purpose,  in 
his  lender  years,  he  had  been  guided  by  a  Divine 
impulse  to  embrace  the  profession  of  the  sea,  a  mode 
of  life,  he  observes,  which  produces  an  inclination 
to  inquire  into  the  mysteries  of  naoire/  and  he  had 
been  gifted  with  a  curious  spirit,  to  read  all  kinds 
of  chronicles,  geographical  treatises,  and  works  of  phil¬ 
osophy.  In  meditating  upon  these,  his  understanding  had 
been  opened  by  the  Deity,  "as  with  a  palpable  hand," 
so  as  to  discover  the  navigation  1&  the  Indies,  and 
he  had  been  inflamed  with  ardor  to  undertake  the 
enterprise.  "Animated  as  by  a  heavenly  fire,"  he 
adds,  "I  came  to  your  highnesses . " 

He  considered  it  a  Divine  intimation,  a  light  from 
Heaven,  and  the  fulfillment  of  what  had  been  foretold 
by  our  Saviour  and  the  Prophets.  Still  he  regarded 
it  but  as  a  minor  event,  preparatory  to  the  grea'. 
enterprise,  the  recovery  of  the  sepulcher.  He  pro¬ 
nounced  it  a  miracle  effected  by  Heaven,  to  animate 
himself  and  others  to  that  holy  undertaking . 

He  considered  himself  under  Divine  inspiration,  im¬ 
parting  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  fulfilling  the  high  and 
holy  purposes  for  which  he  had  been  predestined. 

His  visionary  spirit  took  fire  at  the  doctrinal  ob¬ 
jections  of  his  opponents,  and  he  met  them  upon 
their  own  ground,  pouring  forth  those  magnificent  texts 
of  scripture,  and  those  mysterious  predictions  of  the 
Prophets,  which,  in  his  enthusiastic  moments,  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  types  and  annunciations  of  the  sublime 
discovery  which  he  proposed.  .  .  . 

Columbus  now  considered  himself  about  to  effect 
this  great  work:  to  spread  the  light  of  revelation  to 
the  very  ends  of  the  earth,  and  thus  to  be  the  instru¬ 
ment  of  accomplishing  one  of  the  sublime  predictions 
of  Holy  Writ . 

The  ardent  enthusiasm  of  Columbus  did  not  stop  here. 
Anticipating  boundless  wealth  from  his  discoveries,  he 
suggested  that  the  treasures  thus  acquired  should  be 
consecrated  to  the  pious  purpose  of  rescuing  the  holy 
sepulcher  of  Jerusalem  from  the  power  of  the  In¬ 
fidels . 

In  fact,  he  subsequently  considered  it  the  main  work 
for  which  he  was  chosen  by  Heaven  as  an  agent, 
and  that  his  great  discovery  was  but  a  preparatory 
dispensation  of  Providence  to  furnish  means  for  its 
accomplishment. 

Columbus  was  bold  enough  to  relate  to 
unsympathetic  friends  that  he  had  actually 
been  given  a  vision  from  heaven  in  which 
an  angel  came  to  him  and  gave  him  an  as¬ 
surance  that  heaven  was  well  pleased  with 
his  mission.  Among  other  inspiring  things 
the  angel  is  represented  as  saying: 

What  did  He  more  for  Moses,  or  for  His  servant 
David,  than  He  has  done  for  thee?  From  the  lime  of 
thy  birth  He  has  ever  had  thee  under  His  peculiar 


care.  ...  Of  the  gales  of  the  Ocean  Sea,  shut  up  with 
such  mighty  chains,  He  delivered  thee  the  keys.  .  .  . 
He  has  many  vast  inheritances  yet  in  reserve.  ...  I 
have  shown  thee  what  thy  Creator  hath  done  for  thee. 
.  .  .  .  Fear  not !  Confide ! 

From  his  early  youth  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy  years  he  never 
for  a  moment  doubted  that  he  was  a  heav¬ 
en-inspired  agent;  one  endowed  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  to  guide  him.  As  rev¬ 
erently  and  peacefully  as  Moses  had  bided 
farewell  to  his  people  before  ascending  the 
lonely  mount  from  which  he  never  re¬ 
turned,  the  man  among  the  Gentiles  lay 
down  to  peaceful  dreams.  His  last  words 
were,  "Into  thy  hands,  O  Lord,  I  com¬ 
mend  my  spirit.” 


A  TESTIMONY 

Standing  before  you,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  as  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  and 
of  the  restored  truths  of  the  Gospel  given 
in  the  day  and  age  in  which  we  live,  I 
bear  this  record  in  your  presence  today. 
I  have  grown  from  childhood  to  man¬ 
hood  in  connection  with  these  leading  men 
of  the  Church  of  Christ.  I  knew  Brigham 
Young  as  intimately  as  a  boy  could  know 
his  father.  I  knew  John  Taylor,  Wilford 
Woodruff,  Lorenzo  Snow  in  like  manner. 
I  have  been  as  intimate  with  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  as  kinsman  could  be. 
Standing  here  as  a  witness  before  God  to¬ 
day,  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  never 
received  one  item  of  instruction  from  these 
men  and  from  the  Council  of  Apostles 
that  did  not  breathe  words  of  life,  words 
of  encouragement,  words  of  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  every  element  of  true  manhood. 

The  Gospel  is  true.  The  angel  of  God 
spoken  of  by  the  prophet  of  old  has  flown 
through  the  midst  of  heaven,  "having  the 
everlasting  Gospel  to  preach  to  them  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  to  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people.”  Upon  the 
head  of  this  man  (pointing  to  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith)  and  his  associates  today 
lies  the  responsibility  of  seeing  to  it  that 
every  child  of  our  Father  within  reach 
shall  hear  that  witness  and  accept  or  reject 
it.  My  witness  before  you  is  that  God 
has  spoken,  that  His  truth  is  established, 
and  that  His  Church  is  in  the  world.  God, 
the  Father,  and  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
have  spoken  to  man  in  this  dispensation. 
The  key  has  been  turned  and  the  work 
is  in  motion. — Pres.  John  Henry  Smith. 
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COLUMBUS 

Behind  him  lay  the  gray  Azores, 

Behind  the  Gates  of  Hercules; 

Before  him  not  the  ghost  of  shores  ; 

Before  him  only  shoreless  seas. 

The  good  mate  said:  "Now  must  we  pray, 
For  lo!  the  very  stars  are  gone. 

Brave  Admiral,  speak;  what  shall  I  say?" 
"Why,  say  'Sail  on!  sail  on!  and  on!'" 

"My  men  grow  mutinous  day  by  day; 

My  men  grow  gastly  wan  and  weak." 

The  stout  mate  thought  of  home:  a  spray 
Of  salt  wave  washed  his  swarthy  cheek. 
"What  shall  I  say,  brave  Admiral,  say, 

If  we  sight  naught  but  seas  at  dawn?" 
"Why  you  shall  say  at  break  of  day, 

'Sail  on!  sail  on!  and  on!'" 

They  sailed  and  sailed,  as  winds  might  blow, 
Until  at  last  the  blanched  mate  said; 
"Why,  now  not  even  God  would  know  1 
Should  I  and  all  my  men  fall  dead. 

These  very  winds  forget  their  way, 

For  God  from  these  dread  seas  is  gone. 
Now  speak,  brave  Admiral,  speak  and  say-" 
He  said:  "Sail  on!  sail  on!  and  on!" 

They  sailed.  They  sailed.  Then  spake  the 
mate : 

"This  mad  sea  shows  his  teeth  tonight. 
He  curls  his  lip,  he  lies  in  wait, 

With  lifted  teeth  as  if  to  bite! 

Brave  Admiral,  say  but  one  good  word: 

What  shall  we  do  when  hope  is  gone?" 
The  words  leapt  like  a  leaping  sword: 

"Sail  on!  sail  on!  sail  on!  and  on!" 

Then,  pale  and  worn,  he  kept  his  deck, 

And  peered  through  darkness.  Ah,  that 
night 

Of  all  dark  nights!  And  then  a  speck  - 
A  light!  a  light!  a  light!  a  light! 

It  grew,  a  starlit  flag  unfurled! 

It  grew  to  be  Time's  burst  of  dawn. 

He  gained  a  world;  he  gave  that  world 
Its  grandest  lesson,  "On,  sail  on!" 

-Joaquin  Miller. 


KINDNESS 


I  expect  to  pass  through  this  world  but 
once.  Any  good,  therefore,  that  I  can 
do,  or  any  kindness  that  I  can  show,  to 
any  fellow  human  being,  let  me  do  it 
now.  Let  me  not  defer  nor  neglect  it, 
for  I  shall  not  pass  this  way  again. — 
Stephen  Gcellett. 


THE  TITHE  AS  A  RENTAL 


There  is  an  important  distinction  be¬ 
tween  tithes  and  other  offerings.  While 
the  observance  of  the  tithing  law  must  be 
willing  and  voluntary,  tithe-paying  is 
nevertheless  required,  demanded  in  fact, 
by  the  Lord  of  those  who,  by  their  own 
free  will,  have  become  His  covenant  chil¬ 
dren  by  baptism. 

A  great  and  all  too  common  mistake  is 
that  some  consider  the  paying  of  tithes  as 
the  giving  of  a  gift  unto  the  Lord.  This 
does  not  express  the  whole  truth.  Provi¬ 
sion  is  made  for  free-will  offerings  as  any 
man  may  choose  to  make;  and  if  he  offers 
with  pure  purpose  of  heart  and  is  himself 
an  approved  giver,  his  gift  shall  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  be  counted  unto  him  for  right¬ 
eousness;  but  such  is  not  the  tithe;  the  tithe 
is  rather  the  paying  of  a  debt  than  a  gift. 

As  the  matter  presents  itself  to  my  mind, 
by  way  of  personal  application,  it  is  as 
though  there  had  been  a  contract  made 
between  the  Lord  and  me,  and  that  in  ef¬ 
fect  He  had  said  to  me:  "You  have  need 
of  many  things  in  this  world — food, 
clothing,  and  shelter  for  your  family  and 
yourself,  the  common  comforts  of  life, 
and  the  things  that  shall  be  conducive  to 
refinement,  to  development,  to  righteous 
enjoyment.  You  desire  material  posses¬ 
sions  to  use  for  the  assistance  of  others,  and 
thereby  gain  greater  blessings  for  yourself 
and  yours.  You  shall  have  the  means  of 
acquiring  these  things;  but  remember  they 
are  mine,  and  I  require  of  you  the  payment 
of  a  rental  upon  that  which  I  give  into 
your  hands.  However,  your  life  will  not 
be  one  of  uniform  increase  in  substance 
and  possessions;  you  will  have  your  losses, 
as  well  as  your  gains;  you  will  have  your 
periods  of  trouble  as  well  as  your  times 
of  peace.  Some  years  will  be  years  of 
plenty  unto  you,  and  others  of  compara¬ 
tive  scarcity.  And  now,  instead  of  doing 
as  mortal  landlords  do — require  you  to 
contract  with  them  to  pay  in  advance, 
whatever  your  fortunes  or  your  prospects 
may  be — you  shall  pay  me,  not  in  advance, 
but  when  you  have  received;  and  you  shall 
pay  me  in  accordance  with  what  you  re¬ 
ceive.  If  it  so  be  that  in  one  year  your  in¬ 
come  is  abundant,  then  you  can  afford  to 
pay  me  a  little  more;  and  if  it  so  be  that 
the  next  year  is  a  lean  one,  then  you  shall 
pay  me  less;  and  should  it  be  that  you  are 
reduced  to  penury,  so  that  you  have 
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nothing  coming  in,  you  will  pay  me 
nothing.” 

Have  you  ever  found  a  landlord  on  earth 
who  was  willing  to  make  that  kind  of  a 
contract  with  you?  When  I  consider  the 
liberality  of  it  all,  and  the  consideration 
that  my  Lord  has  had  for  me,  I  feel  in  my 
heart  that  I  could  scarcely  raise  my  eyes  to 
His  heaven  above  if  I  tried  to  defraud  Him 
out  of  that  just  rental. 

Consider  further  how  therein  and  there¬ 
by  He  has  provided  that  even  the  humblest 
may  receive  abundantly  of  the  blessings  of 
His  house.  The  wealth  of  heaven  is  not 
reserved  for  the  rich  people  of  earth;  even 
the  poorest  may  be  a  stockholder  in  the 
great  corporation  of  our  God,  organized 
for  the  carrying  on  of  His  purposes,  in 
spreading  the  Gospel,  in  the  building  of 
Temples  and  other  houses  of  worship  to 
His  name,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  man¬ 
kind. 


Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  present 
is  a  day  of  sacrifice,  and  a  day  for  the 
tithing  of  all  who  profess  to  be  members 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  the 
promise  is  given  that  they  shall  be  pre¬ 
served  in  the  day  of  burning  incident  to 
the  second  advent  of  the  Christ.  (See 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  64:23;  compare 
Mai.  chapter  4.) 

After  all,  the  prime  or  great  purpose 
behind  the  establishment  of  the  law  of 
the  tithe  is  the  development  of  the  soul  of 
the  tithe-payer.  The  providing  of  rev¬ 
enue  is  all-important,  and  so  far  as  money 
is  needed  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work 
of  the  Church  the  Lord  requires  money 
that  is  sanctified  by  the  faith  of  the  giver; 
but  blessings  beyond  estimate,  as  gaged  by 
the  coin  of  the  realm,  are  assured  unto  him 
who  strictly  conforms  to  the  law  of  the 
tithe  because  the  Lord  hath  so  commanded . 

— Dr.  James  E .  Talmage . 


MISSIONARY  WORK  AT  HOME 

STAKE  MISSIONARIES  TAKE  THE  GOSPEL  INTO  THE  HOMES  OF  THEIR  NEIGHBORS 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  a  revelation  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  the 
Lord  said:  “I  give  you  a  commandment  that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the 
doctrine  of  the  kingdom .  .  .  .  Behold,  I  sent  you  out  to  testify  and  warn  the 
people ,  and  it  becometh  every  man  who  hath  been  warned  to  warn  his  neighbor.” 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  commendable  missionary  work  that 
is  being  done  in  the  stakes  of  Zion.  That  the  readers  of  Liahona  might  know 
of  what  is  being  accomplished ,  we  appealed  to  President  Samuel  O.  Bennion 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy  for  data  regarding  it  and  he  kindly  supplied 


what  follows. 

STAKE  MISSIONS 


Just  when  the  first  Stake  Mission  in  the 
Church  was  organized  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  of  determination.  •  It 
was  quite  some  time  ago  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  article  not  of  sufficient  im¬ 
portance  to  justify  the  effort  of  discovery. 
We  are  interested  just  now  in  the  present 
missionary  movement  which  operates  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  First  Council 
of  the  Seventy.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
success  of  certain  independent  Stake  Mis¬ 
sions  prompted  the  adoption  of  the  present 
plan. 

On  the  14th  day  of  January,  1936,  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  and  the  First  Council  of  the  Sev¬ 
enty,  the  latter  council  was  authorized  to 
draw  up  a  plan  for  the  organization  and 
operation  of  Stake  Missions  throughout 
the  Church.  On  the  twelfth  of  March  a 


plan  was  submitted  to  the  Twelve  Apostles 
which  was  returned  to  the  First  Council 
with  some  minor  modifications  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  the  month,  whereupon 
the  work  of  organization  was  begun. 

The  plan  made  this  primarily  a 
Seventies’  work  but  admitted  to  service 
Elders,  High  Priests,  and  women.  It  places 
each  Stake  Mission  under  a  President  who 
reports  to  his  Stake  President  and  to  the 
First  Council  of  the  Seventy. 

Many  problems,  naturally,  had  to  be 
solved  in  bringing  into  existence  so  many 
independent  missions,  but  by  the  end  of 
the  year  fifty-one  missions  were  reporting, 
regularly,  their  activities,  and  during  the 
last  four  months  of  that  year  184  baptisms, 
direct  results  of  missionary  work,  were  re¬ 
ported. 

By  the  end  of  1937  there  were  116  out 
of  the  1 1 8  Stakes  of  the  Church  organized 
to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  having  a  mission 
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nothing  coming  in,  you  will  pay  me 
nothing." 

Have  you  ever  found  a  landlord  on  earth 
who  was  willing  to  make  that  kind  of  a 
contract  with  you?  When  I  consider  the 
liberality  of  it  all,  and  the  consideration 
that  my  Lord  has  had  for  me,  I  feel  in  my 
heart  that  I  could  scarcely  raise  my  eyes  to 
His  heaven  above  if  I  tried  to  defraud  Him 
out  of  that  just  rental. 

Consider  further  how  therein  and  there¬ 
by  He  has  provided  that  even  the  humblest 
may  receive  abundantly  of  the  blessings  of 
His  house.  The  wealth  of  heaven  is  not 
reserved  for  the  rich  people  of  earth;  even 
the  poorest  may  be  a  stockholder  in  the 
great  corporation  of  our  God,  organized 
for  the  carrying  on  of  His  purposes,  in 
spreading  the  Gospel,  in  the  building  of 
Temples  and  other  houses  of  worship  to 
His  name,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  man¬ 
kind. 


Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  present 
is  a  day  of  sacrifice,  and  a  day  for  the 
tithing  of  all  who  profess  to  be  members 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  the 
promise  is  given  that  they  shall  be  pre¬ 
served  in  the  day  of  burning  incident  to 
the  second  advent  of  the  Christ.  (See 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  64:23;  compare 
Mai.  chapter  4.) 

After  all,  the  prime  or  great  purpose 
behind  the  establishment  of  the  law  of 
the  tithe  is  the  development  of  the  soul  of 
the  tithe-payer.  The  providing  of  rev¬ 
enue  is  all-important,  and  so  far  as  money 
is  needed  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work 
of  the  Church  the  Lord  requires  money 
that  is  sanctified  by  the  faith  of  the  giver; 
but  blessings  beyond  estimate,  as  gaged  by 
the  coin  of  the  realm,  are  assured  unto  him 
who  strictly  conforms  to  the  law  of  the 
tithe  because  the  Lord  hath  so  commanded . 

— Dr.  James  E.  Talmage. 


MISSIONARY  WORK  AT  HOME 

STAKE  MISSIONARIES  TAKE  THE  GOSPEL  INTO  THE  HOMES  OF  THEIR  NEIGHBORS 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  a  revelation  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  the 
Lord  said:  (tI  give  you  a  commandment  that  you  shall  teach  one  another  the 
doctrine  of  the  kingdom.  .  .  .  Behold,  I  sent  you  out  to  testify  and  warn  the 
people .  and  it  becometh  every  man  who  hath  been  warned  to  warn  his  neighbor.” 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  commendable  missionary  work  that 
is  being  done  in  the  stakes  of  Zion.  That  the  readers  of  Liahona  might  know 
of  what  is  being  accomplished,  we  appealed  to  President  Samuel  O.  Bennion 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy  for  data  regarding  it  and  he  kindly  supplied 
what  follows. 

STAKE  MISSIONS 


Just  when  the  first  Stake  Mission  in  the 
Church  was  organized  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  of  determination.  •  It 
was  quite  some  time  ago  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  article  not  of  sufficient  im¬ 
portance  to  justify  the  effort  of  discovery. 
We  are  interested  just  now  in  the  present 
missionary  movement  which  operates  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  First  Council 
of  the  Seventy.  It  is  admitted  that  the 
success  of  certain  independent  Stake  Mis¬ 
sions  prompted  the  adoption  of  the  present 
plan. 

On  the  14th  day  of  January,  1936,  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  and  the  First  Council  of  the  Sev¬ 
enty,  the  latter  council  was  authorized  to 
draw  up  a  plan  for  the  organization  and 
operation  of  Stake  Missions  throughout 
the  Church.  On  the  twelfth  of  March  a 


plan  was  submitted  to  the  Twelve  Apostles 
which  was  returned  to  the  First  Council 
with  some  minor  modifications  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  the  month,  whereupon 
the  work  of  organization  was  begun. 

The  plan  made  this  primarily  a 
Seventies'  work  but  admitted  to  service 
Elders,  High  Priests,  and  women.  It  places 
each  Stake  Mission  under  a  President  who 
reports  to  his  Stake  President  and  to  the 
First  Council  of  the  Seventy. 

Many  problems,  naturally,  had  to  be 
solved  in  bringing  into  existence  so  many 
independent  missions,  but  by  the  end  of 
the  year  fifty-one  missions  were  reporting, 
regularly,  their  activities,  and  during  the 
last  four  months  of  that  year  184  baptisms, 
direct  results  of  missionary  work,  were  re¬ 
ported. 

By  the  end  of  1937  there  were  116  out 
of  the  1 1 8  Stakes  of  the  Church  organized 
to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  having  a  mission 
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president  selected  and  set  apart.  Some  of 
them,  however,  had  not  yet  gotten  into 
their  stride. 

There  were  reported  2030  missionaries 
who  were  grouped  as  follows: 


Elders 

270 

Seventies 

1210 

High  Priests 

267 

Women 

283 

2030 

These  good  people  went  among  their 
neighbors  on  59,900  different  occasions 
and  devoted  136,939  hours  in  doing  so. 
Many  meetings  were  held  and  1224  bap¬ 
tisms  resulted  from  this  work.  It  took 


slightly  less  than  112  hours  of  work  for 
one  baptism. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  current 
year,  912  baptisms  resulted  from  116,704 
hours  of  missionary  labor.  This  gives  a 
baptism  for  127  hours  of  service.  Quite 
naturally  great  satisfaction  is  felt  because  of 
such  gratifying  success. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  there  is  a 
minimum  expence  attached  to  this  work  as 
it  is  only  part  time  service. 

It  develops  the  fact  that  our  immediate 
neighbors  are  our  easiest  converts,  which 
is  as  it  should  be,  for  our  works  should 
teach  the  Gospel  even  with  more  power 
than  precept. 


REPORT  OF  THE  L.  D.  S.  STAKE  MISSIONS 


Made  by  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
For  the  6  Months  Ending  June  30,  1938. 


1.  Evenings  or  Part  Days  Spent  in  Missionary  Work .  49104 

2.  Hours  Spent  in  Missionary  Work . 116704 

3.  Number  of  Calls  Made . . . . . . . .  93620 

4.  Number  of  First  Invitations  In . > .« . .. .  33890 

5.  Number  of  Revisits . . . .. . („; .  32479 

6.  Number  of  Gospel  Conversations . . . . . . . .  94404 

7.  Number  of  Standard  Church  Works  Distributed  (Does  not 

include  Books  of  Mormon  reported  under  Item  No.  10) .  5699 

8.  Number  of  Other  Books  Distributed . .. . .  2682 

9.  Number  of  Tracts  and  Pamphlets  Distributed . . 109946 

10.  Copies  of  Book  of  Mormon  Actually  Sold . .. . .. . . .  1895 

11.  Number  of  Hall  Meetings  Held  by  Missionaries . . . .  1777 

12.  Number  of  Cottage  Meetings  Held  by  Missionaries . .. .  4865 

13.  No.  of  Missionaries  Who  Attended  Cottage  &  Hall  Meetings .  15254 

14.  No.  of  Investigators  Present  at  Cottage  &  Hall  Meetings .  22350 

15.  Number  of  Baptisms  as  a  result  of  Missionary  Work . . .  912 

16.  No.  of  Inactive  Members  of  Church  Brought  into  Activity 

through  Stake  Missionary  Service  during  the  Month .  2809 

17.  Missionaries  Actively  Engaged  . . . .  2201 


COLUMBUS  AND  THE  RESTORATION 


“And  I  looked  and  beheld  a  man  among 
the  Gentiles,  who  was  separated  from  the 
seed  of  my  brethren  by  many  waters;  and 
I  beheld  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  it  came 
down  and  wrought  upon  the  man;  and 
he  went  forth  upon  the  many  waters,  even 
unto  the  seed  of  my  brethren,  who  were  in 
the  promised  land/'  (I  Nephi  13:12) 
Herein  lies  the  explanation  of  why  Co¬ 
lumbus  persued  with  such  persistence  his 
determination  to  explore  the  uncharted  seas 
in  search  of  new  lands  and  new  traffic 
ways.  He  traveled  from  country  to  coun¬ 
try  and  before  the  royal  courts  of  the  land 
he  presented  his  pleas.  Promises  were  held 


out,  then  withdrawn;  hopes  arose  and  then 
went  down  like  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
Poor  and  getting  poorer,  without  a  home 
and  almost  without  friends,  reduced  to 
destitution,  and  scoffed  and  scorned  by 
most  of  those  who  knew  him,  yet  he  per¬ 
sisted.  Finally  his  dogged  determination 
inspired  faith  in  the  heart  of  a  Queen 
and  the  assistance  he  needed  was  provid'ed. 

It  was  not  only  Colombus  who  worked 
so  faithfully  to  attain  the  goal  he  sought. 
An  irresistable  something  pressed  him  on 
to  victory.  And  so,  when  in  midocean, 
aboard  a  frail  sailing  craft,  surrounded  by 
a  mutinous  crew  and  seemingly  nothing 
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president  selected  and  set  apart.  Some  of 
them,  however,  had  not  yet  gotten  into 
their  stride. 

There  were  reported  2030  missionaries 
who  were  grouped  as  follows: 


Elders 

270 

Seventies 

1210 

High  Priests 

267 

Women 

283 

2030 

These  good  people  went  among  their 
neighbors  on  59,900  different  occasions 
and  devoted  136,939  hours  in  doing  so. 
Many  meetings  were  held  and  1224  bap¬ 
tisms  resulted  from  this  work.  It  took 


slightly  less  than  112  hours  of  work  for 
one  baptism. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  current 
year,  912  baptisms  resulted  from  116,704 
hours  of  missionary  labor.  This  gives  a 
baptism  for  127  hours  of  service.  Quite 
naturally  great  satisfaction  is  felt  because  of 
such  gratifying  success. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  there  is  a 
minimum  expence  attached  to  this  work  as 
it  is  only  part  time  service. 

It  develops  the  fact  that  our  immediate 
neighbors  are  our  easiest  converts,  which 
is  as  it  should  be,  for  our  works  should 
teach  the  Gospel  even  with  more  power 
than  precept. 


REPORT  OF  THE  L.  D.  S.  STAKE  MISSIONS 


Made  by  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
For  the  6  Months  Ending  June  30,  1938. 


1.  Evenings  or  Part  Days  Spent  in  Missionary  Work .  49104 

2.  Hours  Spent  in  Missionary  Work . 116704 

3.  Number  of  Calls  Made .  93620 

4.  Number  of  First  Invitations  In . 33890 

5.  Number  of  Revisits . 32479 

6.  Number  of  Gospel  Conversations . 94404 

7.  Number  of  Standard  Church  Works  Distributed  (Does  not 

include  Books  of  Mormon  reported  under  Item  No.  10) .  5699 

8.  Number  of  Other  Books  Distributed .  2682 

9.  Number  of  Tracts  and  Pamphlets  Distributed . 109946 

10.  Copies  of  Book  of  Mormon  Actually  Sold . . . .. .  1895 

11.  Number  of  Hall  Meetings  Held  by  Missionaries . 1777 

12.  Number  of  Cottage  Meetings  Held  by  Missionaries . . .  4865 

13.  No.  of  Missionaries  Who  Attended  Cottage  &  Hall  Meetings . .. .  15254 

14.  No.  of  Investigators  Present  at  Cottage  &  Hall  Meetings .  22350 

15.  Number  of  Baptisms  as  a  result  of  Missionary  Work . .. .  912 

16.  No.  of  Inactive  Members  of  Church  Brought  into  Activity 

through  Stake  Missionary  Service  during  the  Month .  2809 

17.  Missionaries  Actively  Engaged  . . . .. . .. .  2201 


COLUMBUS  AND  THE  RESTORATION 


“And  I  looked  and  beheld  a  man  among 
the  Gentiles,  who  was  separated  from  the 
seed  of  my  brethren  by  many  waters;  and 
I  beheld  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  it  came 
down  and  wrought  upon  the  man;  and 
he  went  forth  upon  the  many  waters,  even 
unto  the  seed  of  my  brethren,  who  were  in 
the  promised  land.”  (I  Nephi  13:12) 
Herein  lies  the  explanation  of  why  Co¬ 
lumbus  persued  with  such  persistence  his 
determination  to  explore  the  uncharted  seas 
in  search  of  new  lands  and  new  traffic 
ways.  He  traveled  from  country  to  coun¬ 
try  and  before  the  royal  courts  of  the  land 
he  presented  his  pleas.  Promises  were  held 


out,  then  withdrawn;  hopes  arose  and  then 
went  down  like  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
Poor  and  getting  poorer,  without  a  home 
and  almost  without  friends,  reduced  to 
destitution,  and  scoffed  and  scorned  by 
most  of  those  who  knew  him,  yet  he  per¬ 
sisted.  Finally  his  dogged  determination 
inspired  faith  in  the  heart  of  a  Queen 
and  the  assistance  he  needed  was  provided. 

It  was  not  only  Colombus  who  worked 
so  faithfully  to  attain  the  goal  he  sought. 
An  irresistable  something  pressed  him  on 
to  victory.  And  so,  when  in  midocean, 
aboard  a  frail  sailing  craft,  surrounded  by 
a  mutinous  crew  and  seemingly  nothing 
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ahead  but  an  angry,  lashing,  shoreless  sea 
whose  further  side  was  wrapped  in  mys¬ 
tery;  from  an  unseen,  divine  power  came 
the  courage  to  say  “Sail  on!  sail  on!  and 
on !  " 

The  result  of  that  co-operative  effort  of 
Divinity  and  humanity  was  the  discovery, 
on  the  12th  of  October,  14,92,  of  this  great 
land  of  America,  “A  land  choice  above  all 
other  lands." 

Viewed  in  the  light  of  history  we  can 
see  how  effect  has  followed  cause  and  how 
world  events  have  shaped  themselves  in 
logical  sequence.  Ahead,  it  is  not  our 
common  gift  to  see.  But  there  is  One 
who  does  see.  He  made  the  blue  prints  of 
earth  life  before  the  foundation  was  laid. 
He  formulated  the  program  before  events 
went  into  action. 

The  time  was  ripening  for  the  restoring 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  establishing  again 
of  the  true  Church  of  Christ  upon  the 
earth  and  the  Sower  was  preparing  the  soil 
for  the  seed.  This  great,  new  land  of 
liberty — this  choice  land  of  promise  was 
to  be  the  cradle  and  the  childhood  home 
of  a  “marvelous  work  and  a  wonder" 
about  to  be  born. 

We  cite  this  as  one  of  the  many  evi¬ 
dences  extant  that  affairs  of  life  will  and 
must  finally  shape  themselves  in  accordance 
with  divine  plan.  Let  us  be  glad  to  fit  in 
and  do  our  part  as  best  we  can  and  thank 
the  Lord  for  the  place  we  have  in  the  great, 
eternal  drama  of  life.  To  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  12th  of  October,  1492,  marks 
the  fulfilling  of  prophecy. — Lavz  E.  Rel¬ 
com. 


THE  CONFLICT 

The  example  of  our  Elder  Brother  and 
Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  should  constantly 
be  in  our  mind.  He  continually  exercised 
his  inherent  power  of  self-control.  He 
fought  what  Paul  calls  the  “good  fight  of 
faith"  and  overcame  the  evil  powers;  as 
he  said,  “I  have  overcome  the  world."  The 
conflict  with  evil  powers  in  which  we  par¬ 
ticipated  in  heaven,  has  to  be  continued  by 
us  on  earth,  if  we  desire  to  overcome  them 
here.  It  is  not  an  imaginary  warfare,  al¬ 
though  our  natural  eyes  do  not  see  our 
combatants;  it  is  a  real  battle,  involving 
our  eternal  welfare;  in  which  we  always 
need  the  sustaining  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  successfully  with¬ 
stand  and  gain  the  victory,  as  Jesus  did. 

— D.  M.  McAllister. 


MORE  THAN  IDLE  WAITING 

By  CARL  F.  EYRING,  President  New  England  Mission 

Today  many  persons  are  asking:  “When 
will  wars  pass  away?"  “When  will  quar¬ 
reling  cease?"  “When  will  men  treat 
neighbors  as  themselves?"  “When  will  the 
blessed  state  of  Christ’s  millennial  reign 
come  to  pass?" 

The  answer  too  often  born  of  an  attitude 
of  defeat,  is  likely  to  be:  “Not  until  the 
Savior  comes!  Not  till  the  second  coming! 
Nothing  we  can  do  but  wait  for  his  com¬ 
ing!  Watch  and  pray!" 

We  turn  to  the  scripture.  In  the  Acts 
we  read: 

Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into 
heaven?  This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from 
you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye 
have  seen  him  go  into  heaven. 

And  in  Matthew  we  find  these  words: 

For  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  with  his  angels  /  and  then  he  shall  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works. 

Religious  persons  long  for  the  added 
prestige  vouchsafed  to  their  cause  with 
Jesus  reigning  personally  upon  the  earth. 
Yet,  however  anxious  one  might  be  for 
the  second  coming,  the  time  may  not  be 
determined  by  mortal  man.  Elder  James 
E.  Talmage  writes: 

All  speculation  concerning  the  precise  time  of  the 
Lord's  appearing,  whether  based  on  assumption,  de- 
duclion,  or  calculation  of  date,  was  forestalled  by  his 
plain  declaration:  "But  of  that  day  and  hour  knowelh 
no  man,  no,  not  the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father 
only." 

Shall  we  sit  patiently  waiting  for  the 
great  event,  saturated  with  the  conviction 
that  it  is  futile  for  us  to  try  to  bring 
heaven  upon  earth?  Until  the  Lord  comes, 
what  shall  we  do?  In  parables  Jesus 
gives  us  the  answer. 

Then  shall  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  likened  unto 
ten  virgins,  which  took  their  lamps,  and  went  forth  to 
meet  the  bridegroom.  And  five  of  them  were  wise, 
and  five  were  foolish.  They  that  were  foolish  took 
their  lamps,  and  took  no  oil  with  them:  but  the  wise 
took  oil  in  their  vessels  with  their  lamps.  While 
the  bridegroom  tarried,  they  all  slumbered  and  slept. 

And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made,  behold  the 
bridegroom  cometh;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.  Then 
all  those  virgins  arose,  and  trimmed  their  lamps.  And 
the  foolish  said  unto  the  wise,  Give  us  of  your  oil; 
for  our  lamps  are  gone  (going)  out.  But  the  wise 
answered,  saying,  Not  so;  lest  there  be  not  enough 
for  us  and  you:  but  go  ye  rather  to  them  that  sell, 
and  buy  for  yourselves. 

And  while  they  went  to  buy,  the  bridegroom  came; 
and  they  that  were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the 
marriage  (marriage  feast):  and  the  door  was  shut. 
Afterward  came  also  the  other  virgins,  saying,  Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  us.  But  he  answered  and  said,  Verily 
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ahead  but  an  angry,  lashing,  shoreless  sea 
whose  further  side  was  wrapped  in  mys¬ 
tery;  from  an  unseen,  diyine  power  came 
the  courage  to  say  “Sail  on!  sail  on!  and 
on!” 

The  result  of  that  co-operative  effort  of 
Divinity  and  humanity  was  the  discovery, 
on  the  12th  of  October,  1492,  of  this  great 
land  of  America,  “A  land  choice  above  all 
other  lands." 

Viewed  in  the  light  of  history  we  can 
see  how  effect  has  followed  cause  and  how 
world  events  have  shaped  themselves  in 
logical  sequence.  Ahead,  it  is  not  our 
common  gift  to  see.  But  there  is  One 
who  does  see.  He  made  the  blue  prints  of 
earth  life  before  the  foundation  was  laid. 
He  formulated  the  program  before  events 
went  into  action. 

The  time  was  ripening  for  the  restoring 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  establishing  again 
of  the  true  Church  of  Christ  upon  the 
earth  and  the  Sower  was  preparing  the  soil 
for  the  seed.  This  great,  new  land  of 
liberty — this  choice  land  of  promise  was 
to  be  the  cradle  and  the  childhood  home 
of  a  “marvelous  work  and  a  wonder" 
about  to  be  born. 

We  cite  this  as  one  of  the  many  evi¬ 
dences  extant  that  affairs  of  life  will  and 
must  finally  shape  themselves  in  accordance 
with  divine  plan.  Let  us  be  glad  to  fit  in 
and  do  our  part  as  best  we  can  and  thank 
the  Lord  for  the  place  we  have  in  the  great, 
eternal  drama  of  life.  To  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  12th  of  October,  1492,  marks 
the  fulfilling  of  prophecy. — Larz  E.  Rel¬ 
earn. 


THE  CONFLICT 

The  example  of  our  Elder  Brother  and 
Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  should  constantly 
be  in  our  mind.  He  continually  exercised 
his  inherent  power  of  self-control.  He 
fought  what  Paul  calls  the  “good  fight  of 
faith"  and  overcame  the  evil  powers;  as 
he  said,  “I  have  overcome  the  world."  The 
conflict  with  evil  powers  in  which  we  par¬ 
ticipated  in  heaven,  has  to  be  continued  by 
us  on  earth,  if  we  desire  to  overcome  them 
here.  It  is  not  an  imaginary  warfare,  al¬ 
though  our  natural  eyes  do  not  see  our 
combatants;  it  is  a  real  battle,  involving 
our  eternal  welfare;  in  which  we  always 
need  the  sustaining  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  successfully  with¬ 
stand  and  gain  the  victory,  as  Jesus  did. 

— D.  M.  McAllister. 


MORE  THAN  IDLE  WAITING 

By  CARL  F.  EYRING,  President  New  England  Mission 

Today  many  persons  are  asking:  “When 
will  wars  pass  away?"  “When  will  quar¬ 
reling  cease?"  “When  will  men  treat 
neighbors  as  themselves?"  “When  will  the 
blessed  state  of  Christ’s  millennial  reign 
come  to  pass?" 

The  answer  too  often  born  of  an  attitude 
of  defeat,  is  likely  to  be:  “Not  until  the 
Savior  comes!  Not  till  the  second  coming! 
Nothing  we  can  do  but  wait  for  his  com¬ 
ing!  Watch  and  pray!" 

We  turn  to  the  scripture.  In  the  Acts 
we  read: 

Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into 
heaven?  This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from 
you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye 
have  seen  him  go  into  heaven. 

And  in  Matthew  we  find  these  words: 

For  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  with  his  angels  /  and  then  he  shall  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works. 

Religious  persons  long  for  the  added 
prestige  vouchsafed  to  their  cause  with 
Jesus  reigning  personally  upon  the  earth. 
Yet,  however  anxious  one  might  be  for 
the  second  coming,  the  time  may  not  be 
determined  by  mortal  man.  Elder  James 
E.  Talmage  writes: 

All  speculation  concerning  the  precise  time  of  the 
Lord's  appearing,  whether  based  on  assumption,  de¬ 
duction,  or  calculation  of  date,  was  forestalled  by  his 
plain  declaration:  "But  of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth 
no  man,  no,  not  the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father 
only." 

Shall  we  sit  patiently  waiting  for  the 
great  event,  saturated  with  the  conviction 
that  it  is  futile  for  us  to  try  to  bring 
heaven  upon  earth?  Until  the  Lord  comes, 
what  shall  we  do?  In  parables  Jesus 
gives  us  the  answer. 

Then  shall  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  likened  unto 
ten  virgins,  which  look  their  lamps,  and  went  forth  to 
meet  the  bridegroom.  And  five  of  them  were  wise, 
and  five  were  foolish.  They  that  were  foolish  took 
their  lamps,  and  look  no  oil  with  them:  but  the  wise 
took  oil  in  their  vessels  with  their  lamps.  While 
the  bridegroom  tarried,  they  all  slumbered  and  slept. 

And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made,  behold  the 
bridegroom  cometh;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.  Then 
all  those  virgins  arose,  and  trimmed  their  lamps.  And 
the  foolish  said  unto  the  wise,  Give  us  of  your  oil  / 
for  our  lamps  are  gone  (going)  out.  But  the  wise 
answered,  saying,  Not  so;  lest  there  be  not  enough 
for  us  and  you:  but  go  ye  rather  to  them  that  sell, 
and  buy  for  yourselves. 

And  while  they  went  to  buy,  the  bridegroom  came; 
and  they  that  were  ready  went  in  with  him  to  the 
marriage  (marriage  feast):  and  the  door  was  shut. 
Afterward  came  also  the  other  virgins,  saying,  Lord, 
Lord,  open  to  us.  But  he  answered  and  said,  Verily 
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I  say  unto  you,  I  know  you  not.  Watch  therefore,  for 
ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the 
Son  of  man  cometh. 

Clearly  the  watching  for  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  to  be  more  than  idle  waiting. 
Our  lamps  must  be  trimmed  and  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  oil  must  be  adequate — we  must  be 
prepared.  We  should  busy  ourselves  de¬ 
veloping  the  Christ-like  character  up  to 
the  very  hour  of  his  arrival,  neither  ex¬ 
pecting  as  we  work  that  His  coming  will 
be  delayed  and  falling  victims  to  pro¬ 
crastination,  nor  hoping  that  His  coming 
will  be  speeded  up  as  we  lose  courage  to  go 
forward  with  the  difficult  tasks  which  we 
think  the  Lord  is  bound  soon  to  do  with 
miraculous  power. 

The  developement  of  our  talents  (Mat¬ 
thew  25:14-46)  is  not  to  be  postponed 
because  we  believe  the  Master  is  on  a  long 
journey  and  will  not  soon  return,  or  be¬ 
cause  we  believe  he  will  come  soon  so  that 
there  is  no  time  to  put  talents  to  use.  Today 
and  every  day,  our  talents  should  be  put 
to  good  use.  We  may  not  sense  how 
much  good  will  come  from  such  diligence, 
but  in  the  end  the  Master  will  say: 

Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  if  unfo  one  of  fhe  leas/ 
of  these  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  ...  I  was 
thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a  stranger,  and 
ye  took  me  in:  naked  and  was  clothed:  I  was  sick  and 
you  visited  me :  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto 
me. 

The  field  for  doing  good  is  ripe  ready 
for  harvest.  No  one  need  sit  idly  by  wait¬ 
ing  for  a  better  day.  Jesus  exepcts  us  to 
be  watchful  and  diligent  in  His  kingdom, 
striving  for  a  better  world  without  dis¬ 
couragement  until  He  comes  to  reign  on 
earth.  Even  then  He  will  appreciate  our 
help. 

As  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  we  have  the  grave  responsibility 
of  establishing  a  nucleus  of  persons  ready 
for  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Before  He 
comes  in  person  He  must  come  in  spirit 
in  the  lives  of  many;  otherwise  He  would 
not  find  members  fit  for  His  kingdom, 
members  with  a  Christ-like  character.  We 
follow  the  Spirit  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
best  when  we  busy  ourselves  with  the  liv¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel  and  the  teaching  of  it  to 
others,  rather  than  with  idle  speculation 
and  debate  on  the  time  of  His  coming. 
For  after  all,  the  uncertainity  of  Christ's 
coming  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be 
one  of  the  potent  forces  of  Christianity  in 
stimulating  good  living. 

There  may  be  little  which  a  person  may 


do  in  terms  of  world  problems,  but  still 
there  is  a  great  deal  which  he  may  do  in 
his  own  life,  the  life  of  his  family,  and  the 
life  of  his  community.  He  may  diligently 
seek  self-improvement  in  mind,  in  emo¬ 
tions,  and  in  physical  body,  thus  prepar¬ 
ing  himself  better  to  serve  his  family,  his 
neighbors,  his  community,  and  his  nation. 
Thus  the  oil  in  his  lamp  is  replenished,  the 
wick  is  trimmed,  and  the  light  burns 
brightly,  even  though  it  be  of  low  candle 
power.  To  such  a  person  life  will  be  so 
full  of  joy  and  happiness  that  he  will  not 
be  concerned  with  the  time  of  the  coming, 
because  he  knows  that  he  is  prepared  for 
any  emergency. 

You  or  I,  single-handed,  will  not  find  it 
possible  to  bring  peace  to  the  world,  but 
each  can  bring  peace  to  his  own  habitation. 
With  a  sufficient  number  of  such  homes 
a  peaceful  community  takes  form;  with 
a  sufficient  number  of  such  communities 
a  peaceful  country  is  born;  and  with  suf¬ 
ficient  number  of  such  countries  a  peaceful 
world  will  be  ready  for  the  Lord  and 
Master  whose  right  it  is  to  reign. 

Therefore,  instead  of  idly  waiting  let  us 
be  about  our  Father's  business.  Let  us 
help  to  build  a  heaven  on  earth,  a  kingdom 
worthy  of  our  Lord.  In  such  a  kingdom 
men  will  be  treated  as  persons  rather  than 
as  animals  or  machines;  service  will  be 
rendered  rather  than  required;  justice  given 
rather  than  demanded;  obedience  extended 
rather  than  enforced;  gifts  offered  rather 
than  exacted — in  short,  love,  not  might, 
will  reign  on  the  earth.  With  war  clouds 
now  on  the  horizon  we  see  how  much 
there  is  yet  to  be  done,  in  personal  and 
public  life,  by  way  of  replacing  the  law 
of  the  jungle,  “might  makes  right,"  with 
the  law  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  “whoso¬ 
ever  would  be  chief  among  you  let  him 
be  servant." 

For  behold,  this  life  is  lhe  time  for  men  to  prepare 
to  meet  God;  yea,  behold  the  day  of  this  life  is  lhe 
day  for  men  to  perform  their  labors.  — Alma  34:32. 

Religious  life,  then,  is  more  than  idle 
waiting  of  defeated  souls  for  a  better  day 
when  Jesus  shall  come;  it  is  an  active  life 
of  personal  righteousness  and  service — 
which,  if  extended  to  include  the  whole  of 
mankind,  would  surely  hasten  the  mil¬ 
lennial  reign. 


“Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart;  for  they 
shall  see  God." 
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Peace 


TO  THE  INQUIRING  PHARISEES 
the  Master  made  reply:  “The  king¬ 
dom  of  God  cometh  not  by  observa¬ 
tion  ....  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within 
you.”  By  that,  no  doubt  the  Lord  meant 
that  the  spirit  and  influence  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  should  be  in  our  hearts  and 
characterize  our  lives.  Only  he  who  gives 
lodgment  to  the  kingdom  of  God  within, 
can  appreciate  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the 
kingdom  without. 

So  it  is  with  peace.  He  whose  heart  is 
filled  with  peace  will  be  at  peace  with  the 
world  about  him.  A  sweet  spirit  of  peace 
will  radiate  from  him  and  will  make  hap¬ 
pier  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  he  as¬ 
sociates.  His  influence  will  be  on  the 
side  of  peace  and  such  a  benign  influence  it 
will  be  as  to  prompt  an  exclamation  such 
as  that  of  Isaiah:  “How  beautiful  upon 
the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  who 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth 
peace.” 

But  ours  is  not  a  world  of  peace,  and 
this  is  not  a  day  of  peace  in  which  we  live. 
There  are  those  among  us  who  foster  the 
spirit  of  strife  and  contention;  who  allow 
selfishness  and  greed  to  dominate  their 
lives:  who  would  take  from  others  their 
rights  and  goods  with  which  to  build 
themselves,  even  at  the  cost  of  peace.  In 
the  words  of  the  proohet  they  “bite  with 
their  teeth,  and  cry,  Peace.” 

Satan  wields  a  mighty  influence  in  this 
world.  When  men  allow  him  to  dominate 
their  lives,  he  fills  them  with  the  spirit  of 
strife  and  sets  each  man’s  hand  against  his 
neighbor — love  and  peace  take  flight  and 
hate  usurps  the  throne  of  the  heart. 

The  peace  of  the  world  we  cannot  guar¬ 
antee.  Peace  is  a  jewel  of  wondrous 
beauty  and  inestimable  worth,  but  it  is 
not  a  gem  beyond  all  price.  There  are 
some  things  in  life  dearer  to  us  than  peace, 
and  of  such  value  as  not  to  be  bartered 


even  for  the  price  of  peace.  As  long  as 
wickedness  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  men 
there  cannot  be  perfect  peace.  In  order  that 
peace  may  in  a  measure  endure,  its  most 
ardent  devotees  are  at  times  compelled  to 
fight. 

But  there  is  a  peace  that  every  man  can 
have.  No  one  but  me  can  prevent  my 
being  at  peace  with  myself  and  my  God. 
And  after  all,  is  not  that  the  peace  most 
to  be  desired?  He  who  is  at  peace  with 
himself ‘and  with  his  Maker  can  be  happy 
under  almost  any  outward  circumstances. 
Paul  and  Silas  with  “their  feet  fast  in  the 
stocks”  in  the  inner  prison  “prayed  and 
sang  praises  unto  God.”  Our  pioneer 
fathers,  robbed  of  outward  peace  and  driv¬ 
en  from  their  homes  under  most  distressing 
physical  circumstances,  gathered  about  the 
camp  fires  on  the  barren  plains  or  rugged 
mountains  and  with  joyful  hearts  sang. 
“All  is  well,  all  is  well.” 

Well  did  Sister  Eliza  R.  Snow  write 
and  well  do  the  Saints  often  sing: 

"Lift  up  your  hearts  in  praise  to  God, 

Let  y°ur  rejoicings  never  cease/ 

Though  tribulations  rage  abroad, 

Christ  says,  "In  me  ye  shall  have  peace.” 

Happy  is  the  man  who  can  lay  claim  to 
such  peace.  Sorry  is  the  plight  of  him 
who  breaks  off  peaceful  relations  with  his 
God  and  has  not  peace  in  his  heart.  To 
him  the  world  is  in  turmoil  and  distress — 
a  distress  of  his  own  making. 

While  He  yet  dwelt  on  earth  with  men 
the  Prince  of  Peace  said: 

"These  things  I  have  spoken  unto  you, 
that  ye  might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye 
shall  have  tribulation,-  but  be  of  good  cheer/ 
I  have  overcome  the  world." -E.  L.  M. 


“Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.” 
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CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT: -Gerald  L.  Peterson,  President, 
21  Ontario  St.  South,  St.  Catherines,  Ontario. 

A  special  conference  was  held  in  Hamilton  on  August 
15th  at  which  President  Rich  introduced  our  new  Mis¬ 
sion  President,  David  A.  Smith.  A  very  large  crowd 
of  Saints  and  investigators  were  present  to  hear  the 
message  that  was  given.  Through  his  love  for  the 
Gospel  and  the  welfare  for  the  Saints  of  Zion,  President 
Smith  has  won  his  way  into  the  hearts  of  the 
people  throughout  the  district.  President  Rich 
will  long  be  remembered  for  his  untiring  service 
and  for  the  love  which  he  has  for  the  cause  of  right¬ 
eousness  and  its  promulgation.  A  meeting  was  also 
held  in  St.  Catherines  on  the  16th  of  August  with  a 
large  crowd  of  friends  and  investigators  present.  At 
the  report  meeting  of  the  missionaries  in  Hamilton 
much  advice  was  given  which  has  helped  them  in 
carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  people. 

"Come  and  go  forth  and  show  unto  your  God  that 
ye  are  willing  to  repent  of  your  sins  and  enter  into 
a  covenant  with  him  to  keep  his  commandments  and 
witness  it  unto  him  this  day  by  going  in*o  the  waters 
of  baptism."  In  line  wilh  this  advice  of  the  Nephife 
prophet  a  well  attended  baptismal  service  was  held  in 
Hamilton  Bay,  after  which  a  confirmation  service  was 
held  in  the  hall.  Those  baptized  were:  Harry  B. 
Longmore,  Norman  Thornton,  and  Norma  Palmer.  We 
wish  these  fine  people  much  happiness  and  joy  in  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

With  the  summer  drawing  to  a  close  and  the  warm 
weather  at  its  end  the  missionaries  are  organizing 
classes  in  their  various  fields.  Success  is  being  found 
in  their  efforts  and  they  rejoice  in  the  people's  attitude 
to  want  to  learn  of  the  restored  truths.  The  lantern 
slides  have  proved  very  successful  in  explaining 
the  Gospel  and  getting  into  the  homes  of 
the  people.  With  the  opening  of  Mutual 
much  interest  is  being  shown  by  the  young 
people  and  we  feel  that  this  will  be  the  means  of 
bringing  many  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT: — Ervin  D.  Olsen,  Presideni, 
153  Park  St.,  Waterloo,  Ontario. 

"And  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of 
heaven  set  up  a  kingdom,  which  shall  never  be  de¬ 
stroyed  :  and  the  kingdom  shall  not  be  left  to  other 
people,  but  it  shall  break  in  pieces  and  consume  all 
these  kingdoms,  and  it  shall  stand  forever." 

This  scripture  was  brought  very  forcibly  to  the 
minds  of  Elders  Taylor  and  Olsen,  by  a  prosperous 
looking  business  man  with  whom  they  were  riding 
on  the  highway.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  from  his  observation  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Church,  he  felt  that  it  should  spread  and 
consume  all  the  other  churches.  It  made  us  realize 
that  the  people  of  the  world  can  see  the  fruits  of 
Mormonism  and  that  it  will  eventually  fill  the  earth. 


Elders  Virgil  Hancock  and  Glen  Carter  are  doing  a 
fine  work  in  Stratford,  a  district  they  have  recently 
opened.  They  report  many  interesting  experiences  and 
are  giving  the  people  there  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  Gospel. 

Sisters  Isaksen  and  Stock  are  making  fine  progress  in 
Hanover  where  they  have  been  laboring  for  the  past 
few  months.  With  the  help  of  the  Saints  of  Hanover 
they  are  teaching  the  Gospel  through  meetings  and 
classes.  Two  successful  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Hanover  in  the  Spears  Hall.  Pres.  Able  S.  Rich  was  in 
attendance  at  the  first  one  and  Pres.  David  A.  Smith 
attended  the  second.  The  teachings  of  the  Gospel 
were  presented  by  the  speakers  in  a  very  plain  and 
impressive  manner  and  no  one  knows  the  amount 
of  good  that  will  result.  A  number  of  non-members  ex¬ 
pressed  themselves  as  to  what  interesting  and  enjoyable 
services  they  were.  Sisters  Martin  and  Neiderer  are 
laboring  in  the  city  of  Kitchener  where  they  are  help- 
in  the  branch  activities  and  in  conducting  Primaries,  etc. 

"Worry  is  interest  paid  on  trouble  before  it  falls 
due."  Elders  Slaugh,  Taylor  and  Olsen  found  this  to 
be  true  after  being  separated  from  each  other  for  two 
days,  each  thinking  the  other  lost. 

May  the  Lord  give  us  all  strength  to  accomplish  the 
tasks  that  confront  us. 

LONDON  DISTRICT: — Wm.  S.  Redd,  Presideni,  203 
Rectory  Si.,  London,  Ontario. 

It  is  fundamental  in  this  Gospel,  that  every  soul  is 
capable  of  learning  and  that  every  mind,  no  matter 
how  undeveloped,  is  a  potential  seed  bed  in  which  to 
plant  a  gospel  truth.  Once  planted  properly,  not  just 
broadcast,  but  planted,  that  truth  may  become  a 
secure  anchor  holding  fast  that  soul  in  time  of  stress, 
when  otherwise  it  may  have  been  driven  into  the 
pitfalls  of  false  teachings  and  unbelief.  The  seed  bed, 
then,  is  on  every  side.  Let  us  ask:  Am  I  carelessly 
broadcasting,  or  am  I  with  prayerfull  preparation, 
planting  carefully  each  seed  of  gospel  truth?  Upon 
the  answer  to  this  question,  depends  my  success  as  a 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

This  month  has  seen  a  variety  of  successful  events 
in  this  district.  Under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Wilson 
and  Stitt,  two  of  the  film  slide  lectures  were  given  in 
the  Jackson  Park  at  Windsor.  The  park  officials  were 
very  kind  in  assisting  with  the  arrangements,  and 
upwards  of  three  hundred  people  came  to  see  and  hear 
something  of  Mormonism. 

Sisters  Hill  and  Jacobs  have  started  two  new  classes 
where  they  can  teach  the  Gospel  to  their  investigating 
friends.  The  lady  missionaries  in  Windsor  have  shown, 
in  the  words  of  President  Rich,  that  "it  can  be  done," 
in  that  they  have  shattered  all  previous  Canadian  Mis¬ 
sion  records  for  distributing  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Some 
have  loaned  as  high  as  46  in  a  single  month. 

Mormonism  is  a  force  for  good.  Elders  Dickson  and 
Bingham  were  called  upon  to  conduct  the  funeral  service 
over  the  remains  of  Miss  Minnie  Wood,  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Herbert  Hobay  of  Sarnia.  After 
the  closing  prayer,  Miss  Wood's  cousin,  a  prominent 
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lawyer  of  Toronto,  asked  the  privilege  of  saying  a  few 
words.  Then  refering  to  the  care  that  the  Hobay 
family  had  shown  in  befriending  Miss  Wood,  and 
making  arrangements  for  the  funeral,  he  said,  "I  live 
in  a  business  world.  I  didn't  know  that  such  kindness 
as  has  been  shown  to  Minnie,  existed."  As  neither  he 
nor  the  deceased  belong  to  the  Church,  this  was  a 
distinct  tribute  to  the  fruits  of  Mormonism. 

Upon  invitation,  the  illustrated  lecture:  "Down  Pi¬ 
oneer  Trails"  was  presented  to  the  Sarnia  Rotary 
Club  by  Elders  Newell  Dickson  and  Wayne  Tippetts. 
Elder  Tippetts  sang  "Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints"  at  the 
close.  The  Rotarians  were  very  favorably  impressed 
with  the  program. 

May  we  all  plant  wisely  today,  that  there  may  be 
a  harvest  of  joy  on  the  morrow  among  the  souls  with 
whom  we  work. 

OTTAWA  DITRICT: -Harold  W.  Blackmore,  President, 
224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  over  our  many  blessings.  A  great 
deal  has  been  done  in  radio  here,  mainly  through 
the  efforts  of  Elder  Barton  and  Sisters  Ashby  and 
Brough.  Elder  Blackmore  is  giving  the  two  radio 
talks  each  week  now  since  Elder  Barton's  departure. 
There  have  been  110  broadcasts  given  from  Ottawa. 
This  includes  three  half  hour  radio  plays  on  Church 
History. 

Two  very  impressive  baptismal  services  were  held 
recently.  On  Aug.  17,  Elder  Ray  H.  Barton  baptized 
Lucille  Ferguson,  Eldon  S.  Bradley,  Gwynn  B.  Bradley 
and  Shirley  C.  Bradley.  On  Sept.  5,  Pres.  Harold  W. 
Blackmore  baptized  William  H.  Edwards.  These  bap¬ 
tisms  look  place  in  Ottawa,  river. 

A  fine  quarterly  conference  was  held  here  and  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Pres.  David  A.  Smith  who 
will  fill  the  place  of  Pres.  Abel  S.  Rich  whom  we  re¬ 
gret  to  say  is  leaving  us. 

A  very  fine  M.I.A.  opening  was  held  and  a  fine 
attendance  was  had.  After  a  good  program,  games 
were  played  and  dancing  completed  the  evening. 
Everyone  had  a  most  enjoyable  time. 

Success  is  being  met  with  in  trading  and  other  ac¬ 
tivities  for  which  we  feel  thankful. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-LaVor  B.  Reed,  President,  36 
Ferndale  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

The  Mission  President  with  the  District  President 
and  Elders  Smith  and  Olsen  recently  made  a  trip 
into  the  northwerstern  part  of  Ontario  and  visited  with 
members  who  are  separated  from  a  body  of  the  Church 
by  great  distances.  Although  they  are  left  without 
contact  with  church  organization,  they  keep  in  touch 
with  church  activities  through  the  Liahona  and  other 
Church  publications.  It  takes  courage  and  undoubting 
faith  to  keep  up  the  spirit  and  testimony  manifested 
by  these  scattered  sheep.  Surely  the  Lord  will  providei 
a  choice  place  for  them  sometime. 

Elders  Harper  and  Tanner  report  much  success  in, 
their  efforts  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  the  town  of 
Peterboro.  Many  fine  and  interesting  contacts  have, 
been  made  and  they  feel  certain  that  within  the  near 
future  they  will  be  able  to  bring  new  members  into 
the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Elders  Smith  and  Olsen  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord  in  their  work  here  in  Toronto.  They  have 
established  new  classes  for  their  winter  work  and  feel 
that  much  good  will  come  from  them.  They  have 
been  very  successful  in  lending  copies  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  to  people  who  express  a  desire  to  read  it. 
They  now  testify  to  the  greatness  of  this  sacred  record. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Varletta  Mendenhall,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to 

London  District. 

Charles  Verl  Clark,  from  Oakley,  Idaho,  to  Hamilton  D. 
Robert  DeRell  Litster,  from  Castle  Dale,  Utah,  to  Ottawa. 
APPOINTMENT 

Wm.  S.  Redd -President  of  London  District. 


RELEASES 

Ray  H.  Barton,  Jr.,  of  Ottawa  District  — Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

H.  Carma  Wilson,  of  London  District  — Home,  Roosevelt, 
Utah. 

Marvin  S.  Taylor,  of  Kitchener  District -Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT Dorse  M.  Oman,  President. 

In  an  ever-changing  world,  there  stands  firmly  planted 
in  the  hearts  of  chosen  servants  of  God  an  unimpeachable 
testimony  of  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  That 
testimony  impels  the  dauntless  promulgation  of  his 
word  which  is  slowly,  but  absorbingly  finding  its 
way  into  the  hearts  of  men.  Extensive  coun.ry  work 
on  the  part  of  Elders  Dorse  Omen  and  Erwin  Bigelow* 
has  proved  of  great  worth  in  presenting  the  Gospel. 
In  many  instances  homes,  small  country  chapels  and 
school  houses  were  opened  to  them  for  the  presentation 
of  their  message.  In  each  case  invitations  were  ex¬ 
tended  to  return  soon. 

At  Pine  Bluff,  Elders  Jesse  Drury  and  Herman  Field¬ 
ing  have  organized  a  Primary  in  which  splendid  in¬ 
terest  has  been  manifested  by  non-member  children. 
As  many  as  forty  have  been  in  attendance  at  their 
classes.  Recently,  Sisters  Inez  Martineau  and  Mildred 
Murphey  have  been  transferred  from  Fort  Smith  to 
Pine  Bluff  to  take  up  the  reins  of  this  most  effective 
means  of  presenting  the  Gospel. 

On  September  3rd  and  4ih  the  Mission  Sunday  School 
and  M.  I.  A.  Borads  met  with  the  Saints  of  the  Ei 
Dorado  Branch  in  what  proved  to  be  not  only  an 
enjoyable,  but  a  very  beneficial  occassion.  An  officers 
and  teachers  meeting,  together  with  a  general  assem¬ 
blage  was  inspirational  and  instructive,  instilling  in 
the  hearts  of  those  present  more  zealous  determination 
to  press  forward  in  Sunday  School  and  Mutual  work. 
On  Saturday  night,  September  3rd,  after  the  first  meet¬ 
ing,  all  met  in  true  Mutual  spirit  for  a  fish  fry  and 
general  out-door  games  inwhich  there  was  lively 
participation. 

It  is  with  great  pride  and  joy  that  we  welcome  into 
the  fold  Manda  Pauline  Holman,  Johnie  Chapman,  David 
Boyd  Chapman,  Ninie  Jones  and  Flora  Wood.  That 
the  Lord  will  ever  bless  them  with  increased  happiness 
and  development  is  our  earnest  prayer. 

INDEPENDENCE  DITRICT Alvin  L.  Ralphs,  President. 

"Again,  I  say  unto  you,  that  it  shall  not  be  given 
to  anyone  to  go  forth  to  preach  my  gospel,  or  to  build 
up  my  church,  except  he  be  ordained  by  someone  who 
has  authority,  and  it  is  known  to  the  church  that  he  has 
authority  and  has  been  regularly  ordained  by  the 
heads  of  the  church.  And  again,  the  elders,  priests 
and  teachers  of  this  church  shall  teach  the  principles 
of  my  gospel,  which  are  in  the  Bible  and  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  in  the  which  is  the  fullness  of  the  gospel. 
And  they  shall  observe  the  covenants  and  church 
articles  to  do  them,  and  these  shall  be  their  teachings, 
as  they  shall  be  directed  by  the  spirit.  And  the 
spirit  shall  be  given  unto  you  by  the  prayer  of  faith/ 
and  if  ye  receive  not  the  Spirit  ye  shall  not  teach."  — 
D.  &  C.  42:11-14. 

Surely  the  missionaries  have  been  guided  by  the 
spirit  through  their  prayer  of  faith  unto  the  homes 
of  the  honest  in  heart  and  have  been  led  by  the 
spirit  in  explaining  the  Church  teachings  and  God's 
great  plan  of  salvation.  In  turn  many  additional 
homes  have  been  opened  for  cottage  meetings. 

We  welcome  Miss  Alia  Mae  Shipp  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  being  baptized  by  Elder  Alvin  L.  Ralphs  and 
confirmed  a  member  by  Elder  William  Jex. 

The  missionaries  are  laboring  diligently  in  various 
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parts  of  Missouri.  Elders  Leo  Turnbow  and  Lester  A. 
Hansen  are  doing  a  splendid  work  in  Boonville.  Eiders 
V.  J.  Hailing  and  Dwight  Smith  are  carrying  on  the 
good  work  in  Clinton.  They  report  having  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  showing  the  slides  and  teaching  the 
Gospel  to  congregations  of  other  denominations.  Elders 
LeRoy  Sweat  and  Lynn  Watters  and  Sisters  Gertrude 
Neal  and  Naomi  Maycock  are  in  Centropolis,  Kansas 
City.  They  have  several  good  cottage  meetings  and 
through  their  diligent  efforts  have  made  some  splendid 
contacts.  Elders  Alvin  L.  Ralphs  and  Lyle  A.  Peter¬ 
son  are  laboring  with  Sisters  Bessie  Greenhalgh  and 
Margaret  Price  and  feel  the  work  is  moving  steadily 
on. 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT:  -  Curtis  R.  Hawkins, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  the  West  Oklahoma  District,  feel 
that  their  testimonies  have  indeed  been  strengthened, 
and  that  they  have  truly  been  led  to  the  doors  of  the 
honest  in  heart,  and  those  seeking  the  truth.  The 
Elders  feel  that  the  country  trips  they  have  been 
taking  have  been  very  profitable. 

July  26  and  27  President  Hawkins  and  Elder  Patterson 
were  greatly  blessed  in  meetings  held  at  Sulphur 
National  Park.  Approximately  300  people  attended 
these  meetings.  To  them  the  Elders  explained  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel,  and  showed  films  of  South 
America.  About  this  time  Elders  Smith  and  Foutz  were 
privileged  to  address  a  congregation  in  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Lone  Wolf,  and  presented  to  them  the  story 
of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel. 

In  order  to  contact  more  people,  and  accomplish  more 
work,  the  Elders  have  purchased  a  car  in  which  they 
are  able  to  visit  the  people  in  the  outlying  territory, 
and  also  a  greater  number  of  people,  whose  addresses 
are  sent  to  us  on  the  Bureau  of  Information  cards. 
Together,  Elders  Smith,  Foutz,  Patterson,  and  Hawkins 
traveled  throughout  the  following  cities:  Guthrie, 
Kingfisher,  El  Reno,  Cordell  and  Clinton,  also  caring 
for  the  small  towns  in  between.  They  succeeded  in  ob¬ 
taining  the  city  hall  in  both  Clin'on  and  Cordell  for 
two  nights  in  each  city.  Here  they  gave  illustrated 
lectures  on  the  ruins  of  South  America  and  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  In  Clinton  the  Elders  were  inviled  to 
speak  at  the  Womens  Circle  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
In  Cordell  they  were  particularly  blessed  in  contacting 
people  and  holding  meetings.  Besides  the  two  meet¬ 
ings  at  the  city  hall,  they  were  able  to  ho’d  from  two 
to  three  meetings  a  day  on  the  Cily  Courthouse  lawn. 
As  a  result  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  cards,  an  in¬ 
vitation  came  to  provide  the  program  of  the  Kiwanis 
Club.  By  visiting  the  Church  revival,  a  fine  contact 
was  made  with  the  minister  of  the  Church  at  Oklahoma 
City,  and  President  Hawkins  was  asked  to  address  the 
Bible  Class  before  Sunday  School.  He  gave  15  min¬ 
ute  sketch  of  the  Restoration  and  History  of  the  Church. 

West  Oklahoma  District  missionaries  extend  their 
sympathy  to  the  families  and  friends  of  Sister  Jewel 
Pope  of  the  Oklahoma  City  branch,  who  passed  away 
July  20,  also  of  Sister  Elizabeth  Rebecca  Chapman  of 
May,  Oklahoma,  who  passed  away  August  10.  Sister 
Pope  had  been  a  faithful  worker  in  the  De  Noya 
branch  for  many  years,  and  the  funeral  was  held  in 
that  branch.  Short  services  were  held  in  Enid  for 
Sister  Chapman,  and  then  the  body  was  taken  to  May 
where  most  of  her  relatives  and  friends  reside.  The 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  a  great  source  of  comfort 
at  such  times  of  breavement  and  at  these  funeral 
services  many  heard  for  the  first  time  the  Lat‘er-day 
Saint  philosophy  of  life.  Through  the  promptings  of 
the  Spirit,  Elders  Fagan,  Samuelson,  and  Jex  returned 
to  Enid  from  their  country  trip,  though  they  knew  not 
why  at  the  time,  and  remained  to  lend  their  support. 

We  rejoice  over  the  baptisms  of  Frank  F.  Rackley, 
Otis  E.  Rackley,  Henderson  R.  Rackley,  May  Chase,  and 
Bert  Cyrus  Chase.  Also  the  blessing  of  Dale  Monroe 
Fain,  and  James  Hubert  Cousins. 

On  Sept.  17  and  18,  West  Oklahoma  members  had  a 
spiritual  feast  in  attending  a  district  conference  at 


Stillwater.  The  West  Kansas  missionaries  were  invited 
to  attend  and  all  gained  much  from  their  associations 
with  each  other.  Both  districts  felt  renewed  in  a 
greater  determination  to  carry  on  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  according  to  the  counsel  and  advice  given  by 
President  Woodruff. 

Elders  Foutz  and  Patterson  are  assigned  to  open  up  a 
new  district  in  Ponca  City.  Elders  Smith,  Samuelson, 
Drury  and  President  Hawkins  will  travel  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  district.  Elder  Fagan,  who  has  done  fine 
work  in  this  district  is  transferred  to  Arkansas.  Sisters 
Ririe  and  Barker  will  carry  on  the  work  in  Enid. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Florence  Barker,  from  North  Ogden,  Utah,  to  West  Okla. 
TRANSFERS 

LeRoy  G.  Sweat,  from  E.  Okla.  to  Independence  Dist. 
Ersell  S.  Fagan,  from  W.  Oklahoma  to  Arkansas  Dist. 
William  Jex,  from  Independence  to  West  Oklahoma  D. 
Jesse  Drury,  from  Arkansas  to  West  Oklahoma  District. 
APPOINTMENT 

Thelma  Heaton -Mission  Stenographer. 

RELEASES 

Elliot  N.  Rowan,  of  Indep.  Dist. -Home,  Antimony,  Utah. 
Elda  Hanks,  of  S.  W.  Mo.  Dist. -Home,  Monrovia,  Cal. 
J.  Herbert  Wheeler, of  E.  Kans.  Dist. — Home,  Lewiston,  U. 
Max  T.  Fairbanks,  of  W.  Kans.  D. -Home,  Salt  Lake 
Ctiy,  Utah. 

Helene  Brummit,of  Office -Home,  Oakland,  California. 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Hubert  V.  Burton,  Pres. 
We  are  happy  to  report  a  Baptismal  service  held  in 
Peoria,  Illinois,  Sept.  11.  A  small  group  of  the  Peoria 
Branch  gathered  at  the  Water  Works  Park  and  af‘er 
singing  praises  to  God  and  a  short  talk  on  the 
meaning  of  baptism,  Albert  Oliver  Drowns  and  Sarah 
Matilda  Pont  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  It  was 
a  very  simple  but  inspiring  service,  such  as  might 
have  occurred  at  the  waters  of  Mormon  in  Alma's  day. 

Elders  Paul  W.  Vance  and  C.  Harold  Matthews  were 
called  to  Pekin,  August  12,  at  the  request  of  a 
friend,  "to  administer  to  the  little  Wissman  boy,  who 
had  never  spoken  a  word  in  his  life."  They  admin¬ 
istered  to  him  and  after  a  short  conversation  they  loaned 
the  family  a  Book  of  Mormon.  On  their  return  visit, 
about  ten  days  later,  they  were  told  that  the  boy  had 
spoken  a  few  words.  The  family  were  indeed  very 
happy  and  through  this  incident,  have  shown  a  great 
interest  in  the  Church. 

Country  work  has  about  ended.  We  have  just  a 
few  more  homes  to  visit.  We  are  centering  our  efforts, 
now,  toward  building  up  the  already  organized  branch¬ 
es.  The  auxiliary  work  is  getting  under  way  and  we 
look  forward  to  a  successful  season  with  this  im¬ 
portant  phase  of  missionary  activity. 

NORTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT :- Richard  B.  Shurlliff, 
President. 

An  inspirational  district  conference  was  held  Sept. 
11,  in  Peru,  Indiana.  In  addition  to  a  gratifying  a! 
tendance  of  Saints  and  friends,  President  and  Sister 
Hinckley  and  nine  missionaries  were  present.  The 
auxiliary  organizations  were  given  special  attention 
and  all  present  were  filled  with  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
for  the  coming  season.  Elder  Marvin  J.  Deamer  also 
gave  some  very  fine  instructions  on  practical  mis¬ 
sionary  work  to  the  regular  and  local  missionaries. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  we  have  recently  had 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  twenty  of  the  friends  of  the 
district  enter  the  waters  of  baptism.  Five  of  this 
number  were  adult  converts  resulting  from  missionary 
work.  We  sincerely  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
upon  these  fine  people  that  they  may  be  able  to 
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grow  and  realize  the  blessings  in  store  for  the  faithful. 

The  Elders  of  the  district  are  now  working  in  the 
organized  branches  after  spending  considerable  time 
in  summer  work  in  the  smaller  towns.  We  have 
realized  satisfaction  and  valuable  experience  from  our 
labors,  although  different  in  nature  from  the  usual 
country  work  — tracting  every  home,  announcing  an 
evening  meeting  and  leaving  literature.  In  the  eve¬ 
ning  the  film  slide  lecture,  "King  of  Kings"  is  shown 
in  some  convenient  place,  usually  where  the  regular 
free  show  is  held  in  that  town.  A  few  weeks  later 
a  similar  visit  is  made  and  the  "Church  History" 


DESERET  QUARTET,  EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Elders  Alfred  Trauffer,  Don  L. 

Rushton,  Carl  G.  Freeman,  Ferrel  E.  Carter. 

lecture  is  shown.  The  meetings  have  resulted  in  an 
average  attendance  of  about  two  hunderd. 

We  had  many  experiences  of  appreciation  and  many 
opportunities  of  explaining  the  Gospel  as  a  result 
of  these  meetings,  and  as  we  went  about  our  second 
visit  we  found  we  had  made  many  friends  and  opened 
the  way  for  them  to  receive  more  of  the  gospel  truths. 
While  doing  this  work  we  have  also  had  the  privilege 
of  meeting  the  members  in  the  outlying  districts; 
encouraging  them  to  live  the  Gospel  and  to  become 
more  enlightened  upon  it's  teachings. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Owen  Probst,  President. 

"And  as  many  as  repent  and  are  baptized  in  my 
name,  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  and  endure  to  the  end, 
the  same  shall  be  saved." 

Under  the  direction  of  Pres.  Probst,  a  baptismal  service 
was  held  in  the  Indianabolis  chapel,  at  which  nine 
candidates  for  baptism  were  present  from  Colombus 
and  Edinburgh.  Those  who  accepted  the  covenant  are 
the  wife  and  family  of  Noah  Lee  Lykins:  Della  Eckert, 
Olive  Catherine,  Ruby  Mae,  James  Frederick,  Carolyn 
Lucille,  Lloyd  Earl  and  Chester  Gerald  Lykins,-  and 
two  other  children  James  Kenneth  Van  Der  Meulen  and 
Marshall  Clone  Adams.  We  commend  them  for  the 
step  they  have  taken. 

The  attendance  of  the  seven  Primaries  of  Terre 
Haute  is  ever  increasing.  Sisters  Bernards  and  Call 
report  an  attendance  of  266  non-members  for  last  month. 
They  are  starting  another  group  this  week. 

Through  the  contact  card,  prepared  and  published  by 
President  Hinckley,  it  was  my  pleasure  to  contact 
a  high  school  professor  who  was  visiting  from  another 
state.  During  our  conversation  he  told  me  that  in  his 
work  and  library  he  had  read  a  good  deal  about  the 
Mormons.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  read  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  and  finding  that  he  had  not,  I  gave  him  one 
to  read,  and  put  in  his  library  at  school. 

As  he  left  he  said,  "I've  met  a  number  of  your 
young  people  in  my  work.  Any  organization  that 
holds  it's  youth  and  does  so  much  for  them  must  have 
something  to  it!" 

OFFICE Marva  Cram  Stenographer. 

On  September  15  and  16  the  Northern  S'ates  Mission 
held  its  semi-annual  District  Presidents'  Convention  at 
the  Mission  Headquarters  in  Chicago. 

The  first  session  was  held  in  conjunction  with  our 


reegular  Thursday  evening  cottage  meeting  in  the 
Mission  Home,  under  the  supervision  of  President 
Hinckley.  Each  District  President  bore  his  soul-in¬ 
spiring  testimony  to  the  divinity  of  this  great  work, 
and  related  stirring  faith-promoting  experiences.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  truly  felt  in  rich  abundance  and 
every  one's  heart  was  touched. 

The  succeeding  sessions  on  Friday  included  reports 
from  the  various  district  presidents,  concerning  the 
conditions  in  their  respective  districts.  This  showed 
that  the  work  is  gradually  progressing  in  our  Mission. 
Special  representatives  gave  instruction  and  encourage¬ 
ment  on  auxiliary  organizations,  record  keeping,  local 
and  regular  missionary  work,  etc.  Particular  stress 
was  given  on  more  effective  methods  to  be  used  in 
the  distribution  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  each 
district  president  was  filled  with  the  determination  to 
improve  the  conditions  of  his  district  and  to  uphold  our 
motto,  "A  Book  of  Mormon  in  every  home." 

In  the  smaller  branches  of  our  mission  a  new  pro¬ 
cedure  for  the  M.  I.  A.  has  been  adopted.  Each 
meeting  will  consist  of  one  full  hour  in  which  the 
activity  program  will  be  presented,  after  which  will  be 
held  a  one-half  hour  preparation  period  for  the  Programs 
which  are  to  follow  in  the  succeeding  meetings. 

In  the  interest  of  the  M.I.A.  work,  this  procedure  was 
carried  out  during  the  concluding  session  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  typifying  a  model  M.  I.  A.  meeting.  A 
District  President  was  selec.ed  to  represent  the  President 
of  the  organization,  and  in  turn  he  chose  his  ac¬ 
tivity  supervisors.  A  full  hour  of  the  Activity  Pro¬ 
gram  such  as  drama,  public-speaking,  retold  story  and 
song,  was  enjoyed  by  all.  A  one-half  hour  preparation 
period  was  conducted  during  which  each  part  on  the 
program  was  rehearsed. 

Everyone  was  stimulated  to  greater  endeavor  in  every 
phase  of  missionary  work. 

EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT: -Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

Elder  Keith  M.  Stock  stepped  up  to  the  microphone 
of  radio  station  WOC,  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,  for 
the  past  quarter  hour  you  have  been  listening  to  the 
Deseret  Quartet  composed  of  young  men  from  the  west 
representing  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 


ELDER  KEITH  M.  STOCK  INTER¬ 
VIEWS  ELDER  ALFRED  TRAUFFER 

Saints  as  missionaries.  We  hope  you  have  enjoyed  their 
program  of  friendship  and  good-will." 

That  program  concluded  the  successful  tour  of  the 
Deseret  Quartet  composed  of  young  men  from  the  west 
repertoire  of  sacred  and  secular  numbers  and 
a  unique  method  of  presenting  the  Gospel 
message,  many  friends  have  been  made  and 
much  prejudice  has  been  removed  in  this  district. 
From  band  stands,  street  corners,  and  even  from  the 
platforms  in  front  of  the  town  stores,  programs  were 
presented  which  attracted  as  many  as  600  listeners.  By 
using  a  microphone  and  public  address  system,  and 
with  Elder  Stock  acting  as  commentator,  interviewing 
each  missionary  about  the  truths  of  Mormonism,  much 
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like  the  "man-on-the-street"  program,  and  with  the 
quartet  singing  a  number  or  two  between  questions,  the 
audience  heard  the  message  Mormonism  carries,  and 
liked  it.  Distribution  of  a  great  deal  of  literature, 
many  conversations  and  contacts  also  resulted  from  this 
four. 

Contact  men  for  the  quartet  were  Elders  Darwin 
Costley  and  Gene  S.  Merkley.  The  quartet  personnel 
includes  Elders  Alfred  Trauffer,  Don  L.  Rushton,  Carl  G. 
Freeman  and  Ferrel  E.  Carter. 

With  the  summer's  work  completed  the  missionaries 
ore  seriously  concentrating  their  efforts  in  the  organized 
branches.  We  feel  that  the  summer  experience  will 
have  a  good  effect  in  producing  greater  efficiency  in 
our  labors. 

EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT Ferra  M.  Young,  Pres. 

Animated  with  the  spirit  of  cooperation  and  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  progression,  the  Saints  in  the  state 
of  Michigan  have  taken  new  hopes,  new  courage,  and 
new  determination  to  make  from  the  branches  of  Michi¬ 
gan  a  Stake  of  Zion.  At  the  combined  conference  of  the 
East  and  West  Michigan  Districts  on  September  25th, 
President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley  organized  a  Junior  Stake  of 
Zion  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Northern  States 
Mission. 

The  officers  chosen  and  sustained  to  lead  this  or¬ 
ganization  are:  Arch  D.  Gardener,  president;  Ruef  L. 
Jensen,  1st  counselor;  and  D.  George  Ensign,  2nd 
counselor.  Their  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel,  their  loyality 
to  its  teachings,  and  their  wide  experiences  make  them 
capable  leaders  to  pioneer  this  great  movement.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  this  step  will  be  cherished  as  a  memorable 
day  in  the  history  of  the  development  of  our  Church 
in  the  east. 

The  inspiring  words  of  counsel  and  advice  that  fell 
from  the  lips  of  our  beloved  mission  president  and 
mission  mother  gave  to  the  Saints  greater  determination 
to  live  their  religion,  and  inspired  the  missionaries  to 
greater  endeavor  in  proclaiming  the  "good  tidings  of 
great  jo y"  that  the  Gospel  has  again  been  restored  to 
the  earth. 

In  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  auxilliary 
work  in  the  mission  field,  to  it  the  conference  was  ded¬ 
icated.  Important  instructions  were  given  to  officers  and 
teachers  in  the  various  Church  activities. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Emma  A.  Brian,  from  Fremont,  Utah,  to  South  Indiana. 
Lewis  H.  Lloyd,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  N.  Ind. 
Ralph  Thomas  Hill,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  to  So.  Ill. 
Leon  A.  Cahoon,  from  Leavitt,  Alberta,  Canada,  to 
South  Ohio. 

Oliver  F.  Hansen,  from  Sparks,  Nevada,  to  W.  Michigan. 
TRANSFERS 

Richard  Selley,  from  South  Indiana  to  South  Illinois. 
David  Astle,  from  South  Indiana  to  Wisconsin  District. 
Clair  M.  Stevens,  from  South  Illinois  to  East  Iowa  Dist. 
Elida  Knight,  from  South  Indiana  to  North  Indiana  Dist. 
Frank  A.  Nicoll,  from  Wisconsin  to  West  Iowa  District. 
Myrtle  Winger,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Illinois  D. 
Marva  Cram,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Illinois  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Louise  Call  (Short  term), of  So.  Indiana  District  — Home, 
Brigham  City,  Utah. 

Verda  Crawford,  from  East  Michigan  Dist. — Home, 
Springdale,  Utah. 

Ida  Perry  (short  term)  North  Indiana  Dist. — Home, 
Willard,  Utah. 

Silas  M.  Young  (short  term)  North  Illinois  Dist. -Home, 
Brigham  City,  Utah. 

—  BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary. 


That  which  doth  not  edify  is  not  of  God,  and  is 
darkness.  That  which  is  of  God  is  light;  and  that  light 
groweth  brighter  and  brighter  unto  the  perfect  day. 
(Doc.  &  Cov.  50:23,  24.) 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 


LEADERSHIP  CONVENTION 

In  September  President  Broadbent  decided  to  call  in 
the  nine  District  Presidents  and  a  few  other  missionaries 
for  the  two-fold  purpose  of  getting  a  common  vision 
of  the  work  among  all  the  districts  and  missionaries 
and  training  them  in  leadership;  and  also  to  furnish 
them  with  a  complete  set  of  records  for  their  districts 
and  branches  and  train  them  in  the  use  of  those  records. 
Accordingly  there  assembled  in  Minneapolis  twenty- 
two  mission  officers,  district  presidents  and  missionaries. 
The  first  session  was  held  on  September  8,  with  the 
thought  of  taking  advantage  of  the  presence  of  Sister 
Verna  Goddard  and  Brother  Axel  Madsen  of  the 
M.  I.  A.  General  Boards.  Meetings  were  then  con¬ 
tinued  until  September  15.  This  brief  summary  is  not 
a  complete  report  of  the  proceedings,  but  is  a  resume 
of  the  subjects  discussed  and  the  conclusions  drawn 
on  the  various  questions  considered.  It  is  our  hope 
that  they  may  be  found  helpeful  to  other  officers  and 
missionaries. 

KEYNOTE  OF  CONVENTION -This  was  given  by  Presi¬ 
dent  David  A.  Broadbent,  in  which  he  stressed  the 
message  of  President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.  in  the  Sep¬ 
tember  Improvement  Era.  The  gist  of  President  Broad- 
bent's  presentation  was  that  missionaries  should  spend 
their  full  time  in  studying  and  teaching,  (1)  Learning 
the  simple,  twofold  message  of  Mormonism,  Jesus 
Christ  the  Son  of  God,  and  Joseph  Smith  His  Prophet. 
(2)  Avoiding  the  vague  mysteries  conjured  up  by  many 
modern  day  theorists  and  theologians.  (3)  Teaching 
against  the  growth  in  the  Church  of  any  such  schism 
as  exists  in  the  Christian  world  between  modernism  and 
fundamentalism.  (4)  Preaching  in  plainess  and  without 
equivocation  the  message  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

M.  I.  A _ Brother  Axel  Madsen  and  Sister  Verna 

Goddard  delivered  the  message  of  the  M.  I.  A.  with 
splendid  clarity  and  success,  in  two  fine  meetings. 
They  stressed  the  means  of  opening  the  M.  I.  A. 
season,  in  teaching  the  classes,  in  planning  the  season's 
work,  in  developing  the  Church  personnel,  and  they 
defined  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  M.  I.  A.  A 
full  report  of  their  messages  is  not  attempted  for  it  will 
reach  the  readers  through  other  sources. 

DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS'  RESPONSIBILITIES  -  President 
B.  Harry  Goodman  of  North  Minnesota  District.  The 
conclusions  reached  during  his  treatment  and  discus¬ 
sions  were:  (1)  He  is  responsible  to  the  Lord  for 
the  conditions  of  the  members  in  his  district.  He  is 
in  truth  acting  as  a  Stake  President  and  as  such  he 
is  responsible  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  entire 
membership  of  the  district,  and  will  be  held  person¬ 
ally  responsible  for  their  extent  of  righteousness.  (2) 
He  is  responsible  to  the  Lord  for  the  condition  of  the 
branches  in  the  district.  It  is  his  duty  to  see  that  all 
the  branch  organizations  are  functioning  properly;  that 
they  are  teaching  and  practicing  the  correct  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Gospel;  that  they  ore  getting  the  current 
messages  from  the  Mission  President  and  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Church;  that  they  are  keeping  accurate 
and  complete  records;  that  they  are  manned  by  people 
who  are  living  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  they  are, 
leaching;  that  their  Priesthood  is  functioning;  that  the 
branch  needs  in  the  way  of  building  and  equipment  are 
being  filled.  He  must  also  be  careful  to  train  the 
Branch  Presidency  and  cooperate  with  them  in  every 
way.  (3)  He  is  responsible  to  the  Lord  for  the  condition 
of  the  missionaries  under  his  jurisdiction.  He  should 
be  personally  acquainted  with  each  of  them,  under¬ 
stand  their  personal  problems ;  make  their  conditions 
his  conscientious  and  earnest  study  that  each  one 
may  function  to  the  full ;  see  that  each  one  has  a 
definite  understanding  of  his  duty  and  is  performing  it; 
place  them  in  their  respective  projects  and  see  that 
the  projects  are  being  worked  systematically;  be  a 
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go-between  for  the  Mission  President  in  keeping  the 
mission  force  happy  and  working  in  full  harmony; 
arrange  matters  so  that  each  missionary  has  the  com¬ 
panion  best  suited  to  his  personality  and  needs;  stim¬ 
ulate  and  nurture  the  spiritual  tone  of  his  mission¬ 
aries. 

TRACTING  AND  VISITING  INVESTIGATORS  -  Presi¬ 
dent  Avard  B.  Hall  of  Lake  District.  (1)  Trading  is 
the  backbone  of  missionary  work,  do  lots  of  it,  cour¬ 
ageously  and  skillfully.  (2)  Lay  out  a  small  trading 

district  so  that  you  may  call  a  second  lime  before  you 
are  forgotten;  call  three  or  four  or  five  times  as  needed, 
with  an  additional  message  each  time.  (3)  Place  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  spoken  word  and  not  on  the  tract  de- 
livered.  (4)  Do  not  avoid  the  better-educated  and  cul¬ 
tured  class;  go  to  them  first,,  unless  the  Spirit  guides 
otherwise.  (5)  Introduce  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  soon  as 
possible.  (6)  Never  tract  alone,  let  there  be  "two 

witnesses"  at  every  door;  while  your  companion  is 


What  to  study.  One  should  first  of  all  learn  the 
history  of  the  Gospel  and  the  story  of  the  restoration 
of  the  same;  he  should  familiarize  himself  with  the 
New  Testament,  for  it  is  the  "bridge"  over  which 
we  will  bring  our  friends  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel. 
He  should  learn  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel,  for 
it  is  these  principles  that  convert.  He  should  know 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  for  it  is  our  best  missionary. 
Now  as  source  books  for  these  things  the  following 
are  recommended:  Articles  of  Faith,  Jesus  the  Christ, 
Essentials  in  Church  History,  the  four  Standard  Works 
of  the  Church,  The  Great  Apostasy,  Outlines  of  Ecclias- 
tical  History,  The  Gospel,  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
Commentary,  The  Way  to  Perfection.  The  missionary 
should  spend  his  study  time  in  mastering  the  messages 
of  these  few,  choice  books.  (3)  How  to  study.  Study 
topically.  Learn  from  all  the  sources  mentioned  the 
opinions  of  the  writers  on  the  subjects  being  pursued. 
Choose  a  subject  for  study,  then  think  about  it,  get  all 
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Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Eugene  S.  Hintze,  Pres,  of  Manitoba  District;  Harvey  Broadbent, 
Mission  Sunday  School  Supervisor;  Karl  Martin,  Pres.  Yellowstone  Dist. ;  Ross  Schofield,  B.  Harry 
Goodman,  Pres.  North  Minnesota  Dist.;  Paul  M.  Farnsworth,  Pres.  South  Dakota  Dist. 

Second  Row:  Avard  B.  Hall,  Pres.  Lake  Dist.;  Amy  Wagstaff.  Primary  Supervisor;  Mary  Broad- 
bent,  J.  Nevin  Richards,  Supervisor  of  M.  I.  A.;  S.  George  Ellsworth,  Mission  Secretary;  David  A. 
Broadbent,  Mission  President;  Mima  M.  Broadbent,  Pres.  Mission  Relief  Societies;  Thelma  Waddoups; 
Victor  Waddoups,  Pres.  Saskatchewan  Dist. 

Back  Row:  Harvey  Gardner,  Clarence  Stanger,  Mont  G.  Kenney,  Pres,  of  S.  Minnesota  Dist.; 
Wendell  E.  Owens,  Pres,  of  N.  Dakota  Dist.;  Kenneth  Ogzewalla,  Carlyle  Dahlquist,  Harold  Fred¬ 
rickson,  Pres,  of  Milk  River  Dist. 


talking  "wrestle  with  the  Lord"  to  give  him  inspiration 
and  power  in  his  words.  (7)  Keep  systematic  trading 
records  and  investigator  books  of  all  your  contacts. 
(8)  Keep  in  contact  with  the  friends  you  have  made, 
warm  them  up  to  the  Gospel.  (9)  Strike  off  your  list 
of  investigators  those  who  are  just  personal  friends 
and  not  friends  of  the  Gospel.  (10)  Use  the  slide 
machine  to  gain  interest  and  to  pave  the  way  for 
cottage  meetings.  Tract  with  a  purpose,  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  Restoration  and  to  lend  Books  of  Mormon 
and  to  get  meetings.  There  were  introduced  also  the 
new  type  of  tract  and  the  contact  cards,  prepared  by 
President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley  of  the  Northern  States 
Mission  and  their  use  was  explained  and  their  value 
shown. 

STUDY  -  President  Paul  M.  Farnsworth  of  South  Dakota 
District.  (1)  When  to  study  was  discussed.  Every  pair 
of  missionaries  should  religiously  have  a  gospel  study 
class  every  morning  for  an  hour,  with  prayer  and 
earnest  effort.  HOLD  THAT  CUSTOM.  When  there 
is  time  on  Sunday,  use  it  for  some  special  study  pur¬ 
pose  or  project;  Use  all  the  spare  moments  you  may 
have,  hitch-hiking,  street-car  riding,  wailing,  etc.  (2) 


the  ideas  you  can,  write  them  down,  classify  them,  then, 
turn  to  the  sources  and  get  the  writers'  ideas.  Learn  with 
the  subject  as  the  hub  and  the  points  supporting  it  as 
the  spokes  of  the  wheel.  Plan  a  study  system  so  that 
you  can  cover  the  entire  Gospel  plan  over  a  period  of 
time.  As  you  learn  a  new  truth,  classify  it  with  all 
other  things  you  know  on  the  same  subject.  Dis¬ 
tinguish  between  major  and  minor  points. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING -President  Mont  C.  Kenney  o£ 
South  Minesota  District.  As  general  instructions,  al¬ 
ways  let  the  Lord  work  through  you;  always  speak 
on  subjects  germaine  to  the  Restored  Gospel;  and 
always  bear  testimony  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

(1)  In  preparing  a  talk,  decide  what  type  of  audience 
you  have  as  to  age,  education,  interests,  and  knowledge 
of  the  Gospel.  Decide  also  how  much  time  you  have 
to  speak.  Answer  the  questions  what,  when,  why, 
where,  how,  who.  Think  the  subject  through  first,  then 
read.  Arrange  the  ideas  in  outline  form.  Prepare  to 
put  over  just  one  good  idea.  (2)  In  delivery,  trust  in 
the  Lord  and  you  will  appear  at  ease.  Be  careful  of 
your  posture,  language,  etc.  Do  not  appologize  and 
never  deny  a  testimony.  Summarize  what  you  have 
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said  that  the  aduience  may  leave  wiih  definite  truths  in 
mind. 

WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  REPORTS  -  President  Harold 
Fredrickson  of  Milk  River  District.  The  items  to  be 
reported  on  these  two  report  sheets  were  re-defined  and 
discussion  held  that  all  might  have  the  same  under¬ 
standing  of  them.  It  was  stressed  that  there  could 
be  no  definite  number  of  hours  staled  for  each  activity, 
but  that  the  great  bulk  of  our  time  should  be  taken 
up  with  trading  and  visiting  investigators.  All  agreed 
that  if  a  missionary  is  in  the  full  spirit  of  his  calling 
he  will  spend  in  the  neighborhood  of  90  hours  per 
week  in  active  work.  We  are  working  not  for  a 
record  but  for  the  significant  achievement  that  a 
record  denotes. 

BOOK  OF  MORMON -President  Karl  Martin  of  Yel¬ 
lowstone  District.  It  was  decided  that  we  must  put 
more  Books  of  Mormon  into  the  hands  of  the  people. 
We  must  utilize  every  means  to  accomplish  our  pur¬ 
pose.  (1)  Trading  — Introduce  the  people  to  it  as  soon 
as  possible.  Prove  its  value  to  them  by  the  testimony 
of  scriptures,  students,  book  itself,  then  they  will 
be  interested  in  reading  it.  (2)  Use  the  slide  machines 
to  arrouse  interest  in  the  book  in  homes  and  school 
and  club  groups.  (3)  Use  the  libraries.  (4)  When 
lending  it,  always  point  out  the  sheet  of  references 
that  goes  with  each  copy.  It  is  sometimes  judicious  to 
mark  a  few  of  the  best  passages.  Call  the  attention 
to  the  Fifth  Gospel -Third  Nephi.  (5)  Stress  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  Moroni  at  the  close  of  the  book.  (6)  Make  the> 
placing  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  our  aim  in  meeting 
people. 

BUILDING  ORGANIZATIONS  -  President  Victor  Wad- 
doups  of  Saskatchewan  District.  It  should  be  our  aim  in 
the  missionary  work  to  establish  working  oragizadons 
wherever  we  labor  with  the  people,  that  they  might 
grow  in  service.  We  can  begin  an  organization  in  one 
of  many  ways  which  the  versatile  Church  program  pro¬ 
vides.  (1)  If  it  is  possible  to  begin  a  Gleaner  Class  or 
a  Junior  Class,  do  so,  that  the  interest  of  the  young 
people  might  be  held.  (2)  Women  are  nearly  always 
interested  in  Relief  Society  work.  Organize  them,  if 
necessary  using  only  part  of  the  program  until  the 
interest  has  fuller  grown.  (3)  Establish  Sunday  Schools 
that  every  member  may  have  the  advantages  they  offer. 
The  Sunday  School  is  usually  the  beginning  of  a 
branch,  so  let  us  work  with  that  vision  in  mind.  It 
is  our  duty  to  stress  the  building  of  organzilaizations  in 
the  branches  that  all  might  have  the  chance  to  grow. 
As  soon  as  an  organization  can  man  itself,  move  the 
missionaries  out  and  let  the  local  strength  develop. 

MAKING  PROFITABLE  THE  VISITS  OF  THE  MISSION 
PRESIDENT  -  President  Wendell  E.  Owens  of  North  Dak¬ 
ota  District.  (1)  To  insure  the  receiving  of  the  most  good 
from  the  visit  of  the  Mission  President,  the  meetings 
for  the  occasion  should  be  planned  ahead  of  time  and 
both  visitors  and  missionaries  made  aware  of  the  plans. 
(2)  Questions  that  missionaries  may  want  to  present 
should  be  in  written  form.  (3)  District  Presidents  should 
have  the  district  problems  well  in  hand  as  the  basis 
of  intelligent  discussion.  (4)  Give  special  notice  to 
all  members,  in  writing  or  by  personal  visit,  of  the 
proposed  meetings.  (4)  Hold  meetings  on  schedule  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Saints  who  come  from  distant  parts. 
(6)  Do  not  plan  any  extra  activities  for  this  occasion 
which  will  detract  from  the  spirit  or  inspiration  of  the 
gatherings. 

THE  IMPROVEMENT  ERA — Elder  J.  Nevin  Richards, 
Supervisor  of  Mutual  Improvement  Associations.  The 
1938-1939  Era  quota  was  set  at  300%  of  the  quota  assigned 
from  the  Salt  Lake  City  office.  The  entire  force  agreed 
that  such  a  mark  will  be  made  in  the  mission  this  year. 
A  definite  program  was  outlined  (details  of  which  have 
been  published  in  the  Era  Digest)  in  order  that  every 
family  might  be  reached  in  the  Era  Drive.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  also  urged  to  stress  the  READING  of  the 
Era  among  the  Saints  and  all  other  subscribers  that 
they  might  get  the  full  inspiration  it  offers. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL — Elders  Harvey  Broadbent,  Super¬ 
visor  of  Sunday  Schools.  Of  chief  importance  in  the 
Sunday  School  message  was  the  emphasis  of  Home 
Snuday  Service.  This  service  was  originated  in  the 
North  Central  Stales  Mission,  but  for  the  past  few  years 
it  has  been  overlooked  as  a  means  of  preaching 
the  Gospel.  Now  with  the  added  interest  of  the 
General  Board  and  the  new  form  of  publication,  we 
wish  to  use  again  this  excellent  method  of  keeping 
the  isolated  members  growing.  All  district  presidents 
were  urged  to  place  it  in  as  many  homes  as  possible 
and,  they  being  in  direct  charge  of  those  in  their  dis¬ 
tricts,  make  a  monthly  report  of  the  essentials  to  the 
Mission  Sunday  School  Supervisor. 

PRIMARY  -  Primary  Supervisor  Amy  Wagstaff.  The 
importance  of  the  Primary  was  emphasized  as  a  means 
of  reaching  the  parents  of  the  children.  An  example 
was  cited  where  in  the  Yellowstone  District  of  this 
mission  an  entire  community  had  been  interested  in  the 
Primary  program  and  had  provided  a  public  place 
where  it  could  be  held.  The  Primary  was  visualized 
as  a  means  of  reaching  the  people  through  their  child¬ 
ren,  and  not  just  for  the  lesson  presented  each  week. 
The  Primary  Association  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage  in  homes  isolated  from  branches,  where 
mothers  can  teach  their  own  children  true  principles 
of  living.  Here,  as  elswhere,  self-activity  is  important. 

RELIEF  SOCIETY  -Mimi  M.  Broadbent,  President.  "Let 
us  use  the  young  women  in  the  Relief  Society."  Teach 
a  strong  testimony  in  the  organizaticn.  Let  us  try 
to  organize  Societies  wherever  possible.  The  women 
will  gain  immeasurably  by  use  of  the  visiting  teachers* 
program,  the  work  of  singing  mothers,  and  the  other 
activities.  Let  us  demonstrate  the  practical  value  oi 
the  Gospel  by  encouraging  full  activity  in  the  Relief 
Society. 

PRESIDENT  DAVID  A.  BROADBENT -In  addition  to 
the  messages  given  above,  an  audit  of  all  the  mission 
records  completed  under  the  direction  of  Elder  S. 
George  Ellsworth,  and  all  present  were  given  a  fine 
course  in  how  to  keep  and  make  records  that  will 
be  dependable  and  complete.  This  work  was  planned 
months  ago,  and  it  is  just  now  completed  in  the  present 
audit.  It  is  hoped  that  the  record  system  now  set 
up  will  be  an  aid  in  our  work  in  this  field. 

If  our  district  presidents  can  now  relay  the  knowledge 
and  inspiration  that  they  have  gained  at  this  con¬ 
vention  to  their  various  missionaries,  we  will  find  a 
real  uplift  in  the  tone  and  work  of  the  mission.  The 
tours  of  the  District  Presidents  can  be  made  doubly 
helpful  if  they  will  keep  in  mind  these  purposes: 

(1)  Baptize  the  children  who  are  over  eight  years  old. 

(2)  Contact  the  "Stray"  members  who  have  so  far  been 
unfound  and  get  them  to  growing  in  the  Gospel  and 
make  report  of  their  presence  that  our  mission  records 
might  be  complete.  (3)  Endeavor  to  establish  the 
Home  Sunday  Service.  (4)  Contact  the  people  re¬ 
ferred  to  us  through  the  Temple  Square  Mission.  (5) 
Place  the  Improvement  Era  in  every  home. 

Let  us  especially  remember  to  pass  these  things  on 
to  out  missionaries:  (1)  Place  as  many  Books  of  Mormon 
as  possible  (2)  Go  to  those  who  can  understand  and 
use  our  message  and  not  to  the  lowest  types  of  people. 

(3)  Let  us  get  our  friends  and  investigates  off  "Third 
base"  warm  them  up  into  membership.  (4)  Let  each 
missionary  know  his  handbook.  (5)  Divide  responsibility 
in  organizations  as  quickly  as  possible.  (6)  Choose 
officers  representatively,  not  all  from  one  group  or 
clique.  (7)  Let  us  use  the  sound  and  f:lm  machines 
for  reaching  the  people.  (8)  We  must  be  more  econ¬ 
omical  in  the  future.  (9)  Let  us  make  our  aim  "A 
meeting  a  day" — in  most  cities  the  st-eels  are  open. 
(10)  Emphasize  energy  and  progress  throughout  the 
entire  mission  (11)  Do  many  things  of  your  own  free 
will  and  initiative  without  being  commanded,  "for 
he  that  is  compelled  in  all  things,  the  same  is  a 
slothful  and  not  a  wise  servant." 

"Oh  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God,  see  that 
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ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at 
the  last  day." 

J.  NEVIN  RICHARDS,  Mission  Secretary 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

ALBANY  DISRITCT:- Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  President,  27 
So.  Hawk  St.,  Albany,  New  York. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Albany  District  express  thank¬ 
fulness  to  the  Lord  for  the  many  blessings  they  have 
received  in  the  past  month.  The  attendance  of  the 
services  in  the  branches  has  increased  and  many  very 
inspirational  meetings  have  been  held.  They  have 
two  radio  programs  and  the  weekly  broadcasts  from 
Plattsburgh  and  Saranac  Lake  which  afford  them  many 
interesting  and  worthwhile  contacts. 

The  opening  social  of  the  M.  I.  A.  at  Crown  Point 
was  attended  by  approximately  fifty  people  who  en¬ 
joyed  a  dance  and  light  lunch.  The  missionaries  are 
confident  that  the  M.  I.  A.  will  be  a  source  of  much 
pleasure  to  the  members  and  friends,  and  will  do 
much  to  increase  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Church 
in  that  section  of  the  district. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  through  the  door  of 
baptism  the  following:  Brother  Arthur  Cross,  who  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Paul  Fife;  Katherine  Raymond,  who 
was  baptized  by  Elder  Raymond  L.  Sudweeks/  and 
Meridith  Chase  and  Sister  Pierce,  who  were  baptized 
by  Elder  Enwood  Thompson.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
these  people  will  find  much  joy  and  comfort  in  this 
great  Gospel  and  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  every 
righteous  endeavor  of  their  lives. 

EAST  PENN  DISTRICT Horace  J.  Gunn,  President, 
4425  Spruce,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

"The  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people,  by 
the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen  in 
these  last  days."  — Doc.  and  Cov.  Sec.  1:4. 

Much  joy  and  success  has  come  to  the  "chosen 
disciples"  of  the  East  Penn  District  through  the  avenue 
of  tracting.  Sisters  Selma  Whitehead  and  Elva  Swallow, 
who  are  laboring  in  Reading,  Pa.,  have  been  enjoying 
some  excellent  success  in  trading  and  many  homes  have 
been  opened  to  them.  In  one  instance,  after  they  had 
introduced  themselves,  the  lady  answering  the  door 
put  her  arms  around  them  and  invited  them  in.  A  very 
fine  Gospel  conversation  ensued  and  the  lady  was 
very  desirous  of  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Other 
visits  have  since  been  made  to  her  home  and  our 
new  friend  is  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  with  much 
interest  and  also  has  requested  additional  Church  litera¬ 
ture. 

Elder  Ray  M.  Haddock,  while  tracting  in  Lansdale, 
told  an  interested  listener  about  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  Savior's  visit  to  America.  She  stafed  that  she  had 
always  believed  that  Christ  came  to  this  continent  and 
readily  accepted  a  Book  of  Mormon  and  promised  to 
read  it. 

HUDSON  DISTRICT: -Joseph  W.  Williams,  President, 
219  Third  Si.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

Members  from  Newburgh,  Kingston,  Poughkeepsie, 
and  Ashokan  met  at  Kingston  for  their  annual  Labor 
Day  outing.  Not  only  was  the  picnic  very  much  en¬ 
joyed  but  the  outing  did  much  to  stimulate  the  interest 
and  friendship  of  the  members  of  the  district. 

Friends  and  Saints  gathered  at  the  suburban  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Quick  for  an  opening  Relief 
Society  social.  Plans  were  discussed  and  made  for 
a  bazaar  which  will  be  held  on  November  1  in  which 
the  Primary  Association  will  also  part;cipate. 

The  opening  M.  I.  A.  social  was  held  Friday  evening, 
September  23.  Due  to  the  fact  that  80%  of  those  present 
had  never  attended  a  Lat'er-day  Saint  service,  short 
talks  were  given  to  explain  the  winter's  program.  A 
short  program  was  given  followed  by  games  conducted 
by  Sisters  Mary  Anderson  and  Betty  Peery. 


On  Sunday,  September  25,  the  Newburgh  Branch 
members  were  very  happy  to  have  with  them  Brother 
Orin  N.  Romney,  Jr.  of  Colonia  Dublan,  Chiahuahua, 
Mexico.  Brother  Romney  had  labored  as  a  missionary 
in  this  district  in  1933  and  has  returned  to  the  east 
to  attend  Columbia  University  Law  School. 

Saints  from  Ashokan,  Kingston,  and  Poughkeepsie 
and  surrounding  territory  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Florence  Dorn  in  Poughkeepsie  for  a  Sacrament 
Meeting  Sunday  afternoon,  September  25,  and  an  un¬ 
usually  inspirational  meeting  was  held.  Talks  were 
given  by  Sisters  Anderson  and  Peery,  Brother  Romney, 
Brother  A.  D.  Hopkine  of  Carmel,  and  Brother  Clark 
N.  Slohl  of  Salt  Lake  City,  who  is  living  temporarily 
in  West  Point.  A  vocal  quartette  made  up  of  Sisters 
Rossman  and  Van  Etten  and  Elders  Mason  and  Williams 
furnished  the  music. 

Services  in  the  beautiful  Gothic  Chapel  in  West 
Point  U.  S.  Military  Academy  will  be  commenced  on 
October  2.  There  are  several  Cadets  in  the  Academy 
who  are  members  and  who  have  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  attend  Latter-day  Saint  services  since  entering  the 
Cadet  Corps.  We  hope  to  share  with  them  the  beauty 
and  love  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  for  as  Chaplain  Butts 
of  the  Cadet  Chapel  says,  "There  is  little  enough  of 
God  in  the  army."  Any  Saints  and  investigators 
desiring  to  attend  these  services  are  welcomed. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Creator  for  the  innumerable 
blessings  that  are  ours,  and  hope  to  let  our  light  so 
shine  that  others  will  be  led  to  glorify  our  Father  in 
Heaven. 

SENECA  DISTRICT :- Ernest  M.  Skinner,  President,  130 
South  Main  Si.,  Canandiagua,  N.  Y. 

"Let  us  all  press  on  in  the  work  of  the  Lord"  is 
the  sentiment  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Seneca  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  as  a  result  many  new  contacts  have  been 
made  and  several  members  have  been  located. 

Last  week  Elders  Skinner,  Yorgason,  and  Kunz  called 
on  outlying  members  of  the  Elmira  Branch.  They 
contacted  several  members  who  had  not  been  in  touch 
with  the  missionaries  or  the  Church  for  a  number  of 
years,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  had  moved  here  from 
other  parts  of  the  mission  and  did  not  have  their 
membership  transferred.  They  all  seemed  very  happy 
to  see  the  missionaries  and  their  visit  with  them  served 
as  a  stimulant  to  them  to  try  and  keep  in  closer  touch 
with  the  Church  and  its  activities.  The  testimonies 
of  the  Elders  were  strengthened  greatly  in  listening 
to  these  good  people  tell  us  of  the  happiness  and  joy 
the  Gospel  had  brought  them.  The  Elders  were  asked 
to  administer  to  one  of  the  members  and  also  one 
investigator  who  has  great  failh  in  the  healing  power  of 
the  Lord  through  his  servants. 

Although  very  little  missionary  work  has  been  carried 
on  in  Dansville,  New  York,  for  a  number  of  years, 
we  expect  to  see  some  very  good  results  there  soon. 
Elders  Paul  Wilson  and  Thomas  Riggs  are  very  en¬ 
thusiastic  over  the  possibilities  to  further  the  work  in 
this  city,  and  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  and  their 
own  desire  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are 
seeking  the  truth  their  success  is  assured. 

The  outlook  for  the  coming  season's  work  in  the 
auxiliary  organizations  is  very  bright.  Recently  the 
M.  I.  A.  of  the  Canandaigua  Branch  was  organized 
and  their  opening  social  was  very  successful.  Pri¬ 
mary  has  also  been  started  and  at  present  plans  are 
being  made  to  organize  two  new  classes. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
James  Sidney  Allen,  Jr.,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to 
Cumorah  District. 

Janet  L.  Bridge,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Sus¬ 
quehanna  District. 

Merritt  H.  Egan,  from  Woods  Cross,  Utah,  to  Sus¬ 
quehanna  District. 

Thomas  O.  Parker,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Seneca. 
John  H.  Redd,  Jr.,  from  Price,  Utah,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
TRANSFERS 

E.  Leon  Elmer,  from  East  Penn  to  Champlain  District. 
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Thomas  H.  Riggs,  from  Blue  Ridge  lo  Seneca  District. 

E.  Enwood  Thompson,  from  Albany  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Don  M.  Jacobs,  from  Susquehanna  to  Albany  District. 
Willis  F.  Palmer,  from  East  Penn  to  Albany  District. 
APPOINTMENT 

E.  Leon  Elmer  — President  of  Champlain  District. 
RELEASE 

Aaron  G.  Brown,  Genealogical  Supervisor- Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

HELEN  HIRSCHI,  Y.W.M.I.A.  Supervisor. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

During  the  past  month  there  have  been  fifteen  bap¬ 
tisms,  some  of  them  converts  and  some  of  them  were 
children.  Those  who  have  entered  the  waters  of  bap¬ 
tism  are  people  who  are  sincere  and  humble  and  will 
be  a  strength  to  the  Church.  They  will  do  all  they 
can  to  further  the  cause  of  Zion,  and  because  of  their 
strong  testimonies,  the  spirit  which  they  will  carry 
with  them  will  be  felt  by  those  with  whom  they  come; 
in  contact. 

Some  two  weeks  ago  Elder  Barton  went  to  Agawan 
where  he  was  able  to  hold  a  very  fine  meeting  with 
a  splendid  congregation  of  both  Saints  and  investigators. 
The  following  morning  he  went  on  to  Browning  where 
he  joined  Elders  Bingham  and  Belnap  and  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  hall  in  which  they  usually  hold  their  Sun¬ 
day  Schools.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  much 
spiritual  help  was  given.  On  Wednesday  morning 
Elders  Barton  and  Belnap  went  to  Cutbanks  where  they 
investigated  the  possibility  of  organizing  a  Sunday 
School,  but  finding  conditions  somewhat  discouraging 
they  went  on  to  Shelby  where  they  visited  with  the 
few  Saints  and  investigators.  The  next  morning  they 
traveled  to  Conrad  where  they  visited  among  the 
few  Saints  there  and  found  somewhat  more  favorable 
circumstances  for  a  Sunday  School  organization.  We 
hope  it  will  be  a  very  short  time  until  there,  will  be  a 
Sunday  School  perfected  there. 

OREGON  DISTRICT Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President,  Box 
2128,  Portland,  Oregon. 

When  the  missionaries  are  called  to  their  various 
fields  of  labor  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  people  of 
the  world,  they  go  with  a  secure  feeling  that  the  Lord 
is  watching  over  them.  They  know  that  if  they  present 
their  problems  to  him  in  faith  and  humility,  they  will 
receive  inspiration  and  the  way  will  be  opened  unto 
them  and  they  will  be  able  to  accomplish  those  things 
which  are  commanded  of  them. 

The  work  has  progressed  in  this  district  steadily 
•during  the  month,  and  the  missionaries  in  every  part 
of  the  field  have  reported  unusual  success.  A  bap¬ 
tismal  service  was  held  in  Corvallis,  Oregon  at  which 
two  children  were  baptized  into  the  Church  by  Elder 
Laman  Hedgepeth. 

At  Veronia,  Oregon,  Elders  Kartchner  and  Manwell 
report  much  success  in  their  Sunday  School,  and  that 
many  members  and  investigators  are  attending  their 
meetings.  The  work  is  going  forward  in  every  part 
of  the  field  and  we  feel  that  truly  Zion  is  growing. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT: - Homor  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  159  Melrose  Ave.  North,  Seattle,  Washington. 

We  have  much  lo  be  thankful  for  this  month,  as  it 
has  been  our  good  fortune  to  see  thirteen  people  enter 
the  waters  of  baptism,  eleven  of  these  being  converts. 
On  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  a  very  inspirational  service  was 
held  at  Olympia  at  which  Elders  Lambson  and  Phillips 
baptized  seven  converts.  Seventy-five  people  were  pres¬ 
ent  and  partook  of  the  spirit  of  that  wonderful  oc¬ 
casion.  On  the  same  day,  Elder  Grant  Johnson  bap1- 
tized  three  converts  and  one  child  at  Seattle.  Oii 


September  1st,  Elder  Jack  Mineer  baptized  two  at 
Everett,  one  of  whom  was  a  convert.  We  rojoice 
with  these  good  people  and  pray  for  their  continued 
faithfulness  and  joy  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Recently  Elders  Stewart  and  O'Donnell  were  assigned 
to  labor  in  the  city  of  Port  Townsend,  Washington. 
At  the  time  they  went  there,  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  members  of  the  Church  living  there.  Since  that 
time,  by  the  help  of  their  Heavenly  Father,  they 
found  a  few  Latter-day  Saints  and  are  holding  a  small 
Sunday  School  with  them.  Other  friends  whom  they 
have  made  since  their  arrival  join  with  them  and 
partake  of  the  spirit  of  our  wonderful  Church. 

SOUTH  OREGON  DISTRICT  :  -  DeVern  J.  Rasmussen, 
President,  17  Pine  St.,  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon. 

Commencing  August  25,  President  Nibley  accompanied 
by  Sister  Nibley  and  Elder  Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  Sister 
Mabel  Jones,  and  Sister  Florence  Neilson  from  the 
mission  office,  honored  the  Saints  and  missionaries  of 
this  district  with  a  visit.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in 
Bend,  Oregon,  at  which  there  was  a  good  representation. 
The  following  day  as  the  party  journeyed  to  Klamath 
Falls  a  visit  was  made  to  the  famous  Crater  Lake. 
Every  one  of  the  party  was  struck  with  awe  and  won¬ 
derment  as  they  viewed  the  phenomenon  of  nature  — a 
portraiture  of  the  handiwork  of  God.  Following  the  in¬ 
spiring  meeting  held  that  night  in  Klamath  Falls,  Sis¬ 
ter  Nibley  and  the  lady  missionaries  returned  to 
Portland.  Consecutive  meetings  were  held  in  Medford, 
Grants  Pass,  and  Marshfield,  Oregon.  While  in  Grants 
Pass  a  missionary  conference  was  held,  during  which 
Elder  Clarence  Owen  was  honorably  released.  Elder 
Owen  has  performed  a  commendable  service  in  the 
Lord's  vineyard.  The  Saints  and  missionaries  were 
very  pleased  lo  have  President  Nibley  visit  them,  and 
to  hear  his  timely  message  of  counsel  and  admonition. 

Elders  Rasmussen  and  Kennedy  were  authorized  by 
President  Nibley  to  set  apart  Brother  Delose  Price 
as  President  of  the  Grants  Pass  Branch.  This  was  per¬ 
formed  on  September  4th.  The  Saints  were  very  much 
pleased  to  witness  the  organization  of  the  first  branch 
in  Grants  Pass.  Elders  Rasmussen  and  Kennedy  also  had 
the  privilege  of  making  a  three  days  visit  to  the 
camp  of  the  Forest  Lumber  Company.  They  held  two 
meetings  there  with  the  Saints  at  which  many  investi¬ 
gators  attended.  A  total  of  eighty-five  persons  at¬ 
tended  the  meetings. 

We  welcome  to  this  district  Elder  William  Thomas, 
from  the  branch  presidency  of  Marshfield,  who  received 
a  call  from  President  Nibley  to  labor  as  a  missionary 
for  three  months.  At  the  present  time  he  is  at 
Coquille,  laboring  with  Elder  C.  Vernon  Burrell. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT :- Percy  L.  Collyer, 
President,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

Through  the  diligent  labors  of  the  Elders  and  with 
the  spirit  of  our  Master,  many  investigators  have  ac¬ 
cepted  the  Gospel,  and  have  entered  the  portals 
through  the  waters  of  baptism:  In  Rossland,  B.  C., 
Elder  Byron  Haderlie  baptized  Frederick  Jospeh  Thomp¬ 
son,  Wm.  Robert  Thompson,  Ruth  McKimm  Miller,  Mar¬ 
tha  C.  Hawk,  Charles  Louis  Thompson,  Katie  Thompson, 
James  Collins  Meek,  and  in  Spokane,  Mary  A.  E. 
Gessel  and  Dorothy  D.  Dishman;  In  Bonners  Ferry 
Elder  Lehi  Palmer  baptized  Joan  Coble  and  Lewis 
Garaint  Bohmer/  In  Creston,  B.C.  Elde*-  Elmer  Ham- 
merschmidt  baptized  Ross  J.  Leavitt;  In  Kimberly,  B.C. 
Elder  Gerald  Munk  baptized  Wm.  Frank  Lye,  also  in 
Spokane  Leonard  James  Sinyard,  Henry  Franklin  Twitch- 
ell,  Minacerneptia  Twitchell,  Richard  G.  Bensen  and 
Eilene  L.  Bensen;  In  Sandpoint,  Elder  Deeter  baptized 
Dorothy  N.  Walker,  Donna  Mae  Wutherick,  Betty  L. 
Lee,  and  Delores  J.  Lee,-  In  Spokane,  Elder  Percy 
Collyer  baptized  Matilda  Gilcrest,  Hazel  M.  J.  Brown, 
Stewart  Wade  Weldon  and  Carolyn  Ells,  (Ninety-two 
years  old);  In  Missoula  Elder  Collyer  bap‘ized  Albert 
Gorman  Smith,  Phylis  D.  Willis,  May  I.  Saylor,  Ronald 
Keith  Brown,  Shirley  A.  Ashby,  and  Hope  Brown. 
Many  children  have  been  baptized  in  the  district  by 
the  local  presiding  brethren  also.  Indeed  our  hearts 
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swell  with  joy  in  the  testimonies  these  worthy  people 
bear  in  this  great  step  which  they  have  taken  with  us. 
We  pray  earnestly  that  their  faith  will  continue  to 
grow  and  that  they  will  indeed  be  valiant  servants  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  Lord. 

We  were  indeed  privileged  in  having  conference  in 
Spokane,  September  6th,  with  President  and  Sister 
Nibley,  Brother  George  Q.  Morris,  Oscar  Kirkham,  and 
other  visitors  from  Salt  Lake.  Another  rare  treat  was 
ours  in  Missoula,  Montana,  September  11th  when  a 
conference  was  held,  President  Nibley,  President  Wood 
of  the  Cardston  Temple,  and  other  visitors  from  that 
Temple  being  the  speakers.  The  hundreds  of  Saints 
present  at  both  gatherings  represented  nearly  every 
corner  and  organization  of  our  district,  and  we  all  were 
greatly  blessed  by  our  attendance. 

A  good  part  of  the  summer  has  been  spent  by  our 
Elders:  Holyoak,  Faribanks,  Palmer,  Curtis,  Smith,  Hick, 
Moulton,  Briggs,  Van  Orden,  Rees,  Munk,  and  Haderlie 
in  rural  sections  of  the  district,  organizing  and  strength¬ 
ening  the  many  small  groups  of  Saints  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  outlying  towns.  Seven  such  organizations  are 
nearing  completion  where  the  local  members  are  car¬ 
rying  on  their  own  schools  and  meetings  in  good  style, 
receiving  the  unbounding  blessings  that  come  from  no 
other  way  than  through  service  to  God  and  our  fellow 
men.  These  Elders,  as  well  as  the  lady  missionaries/ 
Sisters  Bolt,  Servoss,  Johnson,  and  Howell  have  done 
a  splendid  lot  of  work  this  summer,  and  are  now 
settled  in  their  respective  sections  and  are  very  diligent¬ 
ly  promulgating  the  Gospel  in  their  meetings,  in  their 
trading,  and  in  their  personal  contacting. 

In  taking  quite  an  extensive  trip  through  the  Spokane- 
Missoula  District,  Elders  Collyer  and  Holyoak  found  that 
the  Saints,  as  well  as  the  missionaries,  are  working 
diligently  to  build  the  Kingdom,  and  we  note  how 
the  Church  is  forging  ahead. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT Marvin  Perry,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  West  10th,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Vancouver,  B.  C.  District  are 
doing  their  best  to  take  the  glorious  message  of  the 
restored  Gospel  to  the  people  who  haven't  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  the  true  leaching  of  Christ.  And 
we  are  thankful  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  success 
we  are  having. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  privilege  we  had  of  having 
our  beloved  Mission  President  and  his  family  visit  us 
here  in  this  district  where  he  held  a  meeting  with  the 
missionaries  and  gave  them  many  words  of  inspiration 
and  instruction. 

The  Elders  of  Vancouver  and  New  Westminister  also 
rejoice  because  they  were  able  to  hold  the  first  street 
meeting  held  by  our  missionaries  in  the  city  of  Van¬ 
couver  in  the  last  four  years.  It  was  very  successful 
and  many  more  are  to  be  held  in  the  future. 

Elders  McKinley  and  Bagwell  laboring  at  Victoria, 
B.  C.  are  doing  a  splendid  work  and  they  are  rewarded 
by  having  cottage  meetings  almost  every  night  of  the 
week.  Elders  Scott  and  Nielson  laboring  at  New 
Westminister,  B.  C.  report  much  success  in  their 
work  with  investigators  and  also  with  a  newly  organized 
Sunday  School  which  they  have  succeeded  in  starting. 
Elders  Wilson,  Hall,  Hamblin,  and  Perry  working  at 
Vancouver,  B.  C.  are  having  much  success  in  their 
work  and  are  able  to  hold  cottage  meetings  every 
night  of  the  week.  They  rejoice  exceedingly  in  the 
success  they  are  having. 

YAKIMA  DISTRICT Clarence  Samuelson,  President, 
314  Mission  St.,  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

Two  fine  branch  conferences  were  held  this  last 
month,  one  in  Wenatchee,  Washington  on  August  28th, 
and  one  on  September  11th,  in  Toppenish,  Washington. 
These  conference  sessions  were  well  attended  by 
members  and  investigators  alike  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  plainly  evident. 

As  the  month  of  September  ushers  in  the  opening 
of  fall  work  the  activity  in  this  district  has  increased 
to  some  extent.  At  Toppenish,  Washington  a  newly 
organized  Relief  Society  is  growing  and  developing 


with  each  meeting  held  and  the  already  organized 
Mutual  Improvement  Associations  have  pleged  them¬ 
selves  that  this  year  will  be  a  banner  one.  It  is  really 
a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  associate  and 
work  with  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vine¬ 
yard. 

Elders  Spendlove  and  Taylor  laboring  in  The  Dalles, 
Oregon,  report  that  they  held  an  interesting  meeting 
at  the  Oregon  State  T.  B.  Hospital  and  that  80 
persons  were  in  attendance.  As  a  result  of  this 
meeting  several  Books  of  Mormon  have  been  loaned 
to  people  who  are  genuinely  interested  in  the  teachings 
of  the  Church.  These  Elders  also  had  the  privilege 
of  conducting  Sister  Francis  Polyceck  through  the  waters 
of  baptism. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Sam  Brown,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  So.  Oregon. 
Sheldon  Hunt,  from  Hunt,  Arizona,  to  So.  Oregon  Dist. 
Deone  Dance,  from  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Zelma  Hollinger,  from  Ursine,  Nevada,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Clarence  Owen,  of  So.  Oregon  — Home,  Preston,  Idaho. 
June  Servoss,  of  Spokane  Dist.  — Home,  LaConner,  Wash. 
Lerona  Pierson,  of  Oregon  Dist.  — Home,  Sandy  Utah. 
TRANSFERS 

Karl  Freeman,  from  Oregon  District  to  Butte,  Montana. 
Joseph  Reed  Bills,  from  So.  Oregon.  Dist.  to  Butte,  Mont. 
Maurine  Cook,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Oregon  District. 
Pearl  Bott,  from  Spokane  Dist.  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Ross  D.  Nielson,  from  Vancouver,  B.C.  to  Puget  Sound. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


BROTHERHOOD 

I  am  so  prone  to  blunder 
That  ill  it  seemeth  me 

To  criticize  my  brother 
When  his  mistakes  I  see. 

I  make  no  claim  to  wisdom 
Yet  do  I  contend 

No  flies  are  caught  with  vinegar, 
Nor  with  ridicule,  a  friend. 

The  heathen  falls  upon  his  face, 
The  Christian  bows  his  knee; 

Yet  each  does  homage  to  his  God, 
He  thinks,  most  fittingly. 

These  differences  are  noted 

The  whole  wide  world  around, 

Yet  all  of  us  are  brothers 

Where  love  and  faith  abound. 

-Vera  Spears. 


LOVE  AND  LIFE 

Oh  what  a  wonderful  gift  is  life, 

With  all  its  struggles,  toils  and  strife, 
With  all  its  ups,  with  all  its  downs, 

With  all  its  smiles,  with  all  its  frowns, 
With  all  its  pleasures,  with  all  its  pains. 
With  all  its  loses,  with  all  its  gains, 

And  yet  beneath,  around,  above, 

A  something  whispers,  God  is  Love. 

-Marian  Botsford  CowcilL 
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swell  with  joy  in  the  testimonies  these  worthy  people 
bear  in  this  great  step  which  they  have  taken  with  us. 
We  pray  earnestly  that  their  faith  will  continue  to 
grow  and  that  they  will  indeed  be  valiant  servants  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  Lord. 

We  were  indeed  privileged  in  having  conference  in 
Spokane,  September  6th,  with  President  and  Sister 
Nibley,  Brother  George  Q.  Morris,  Oscar  Kirkham,  and 
other  visitors  from  Salt  Lake.  Another  rare  treat  was 
ours  in  Missoula,  Montana,  September  11th  when  a 
conference  was  held,  President  Nibley,  President  Wood 
of  the  Cardston  Temple,  and  other  visitors  from  that 
Temple  being  the  speakers.  The  hundreds  of  Saints 
present  at  both  gatherings  represented  nearly  every 
corner  and  organization  of  our  district,  and  we  all  were 
greatly  blessed  by  our  attendance. 

A  good  part  of  the  summer  has  been  spent  by  our 
Elders:  Holyoak,  Faribanks,  Palmer,  Curtis,  Smith,  Hick, 
Moulton,  Briggs,  Van  Orden,  Rees,  Munk,  and  Haderlie 
in  rural  sections  of  the  district,  organizing  and  strength¬ 
ening  the  many  small  groups  of  Saints  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  outlying  towns.  Seven  such  organizations  are 
nearing  completion  where  the  local  members  are  car¬ 
rying  on  their  own  schools  and  meetings  in  good  style, 
receiving  the  unbounding  blessings  that  come  from  no 
other  way  than  through  service  to  God  and  our  fellow 
men.  These  Elders,  as  well  as  the  lady  missionaries; 
Sisters  Bott,  Servoss,  Johnson,  and  Howell  have  done 
a  splendid  lot  of  work  this  summer,  and  are  now 
settled  in  their  respective  sections  and  are  very  diligent¬ 
ly  promulgating  the  Gospel  in  their  meetings,  in  their 
tracting,  and  in  their  personal  contacting. 

In  taking  quite  an  extensive  trip  through  the  Spokane- 
Missoula  District,  Elders  Collyer  and  Holyoak  found  that 
the  Saints,  as  well  as  the  missionaries,  are  working 
diligently  to  build  the  Kingdom,  and  we  note  how 
the  Church  is  forging  ahead. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT Marvin  Perry,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  West  10th,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Vancouver,  B.  C.  District  are 
doing  their  best  to  take  the  glorious  message  of  the 
restored  Gospel  to  the  people  who  haven't  had  the 
privilege  of  hearing  the  true  teaching  of  Christ.  And 
we  are  thankful  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  success 
we  are  having. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  privilege  we  had  of  having 
our  beloved  Mission  President  and  his  family  visit  us 
here  in  this  district  where  he  held  a  meeting  with  the 
missionaries  and  gave  them  many  words  of  inspiration 
and  instruction. 

The  Elders  of  Vancouver  and  New  Westminister  also 
rejoice  because  they  were  able  to  hold  the  first  street 
meeting  held  by  our  missionaries  in  the  city  of  Van¬ 
couver  in  the  last  four  years.  It  was  very  successful 
and  many  more  are  to  be  held  in  the  future. 

Elders  McKinley  and  Bagwell  laboring  at  Victoria, 
B.  C.  are  doing  a  splendid  work  and  they  are  rewarded 
by  having  cottage  meetings  almost  every  night  of  the 
week.  Elders  Scott  and  Nielson  laboring  at  New 
Westminister,  B.  C.  report  much  success  in  their 
work  with  investigators  and  also  with  a  newly  organized 
Sunday  School  which  they  have  succeeded  in  starting. 
Elders  Wilson,  Hall,  Hamblin,  and  Perry  working  at 
Vancouver,  B.  C.  are  having  much  success  in  their 
work  and  are  able  to  hold  cottage  meetings  every 
night  of  the  week.  They  rejoice  exceedingly  in  the 
success  they  are  having. 

YAKIMA  DISTRICT: -Clarence  Samuelson,  President, 
314  Mission  St.,  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

Two  fine  branch  conferences  were  held  this  last 
month,  one  in  Wenatchee,  Washington  on  August  28th, 
and  one  on  September  11th,  in  Toppenish,  Washington. 
These  conference  sessions  were  well  attended  by 
members  and  investigators  alike  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  was  plainly  evident. 

As  the  month  of  September  ushers  in  the  opening 
of  fall  work  the  activity  in  this  district  has  increased 
to  some  extent.  At  Toppenish,  Washington  a  newly 
organized  Relief  Society  is  growing  and  developing 


with  each  meeting  held  and  the  already  organized 
Mutual  Improvement  Associations  have  pleged  them¬ 
selves  that  this  year  will  be  a  banner  one.  It  is  really 
a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  be  able  to  associate  and 
work  with  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vine¬ 
yard. 

Elders  Spendlove  and  Taylor  laboring  in  The  Dalles, 
Oregon,  report  that  they  held  an  interesting  meeting 
at  the  Oregon  State  T.  B.  Hospital  and  that  80 
persons  were  in  attendance.  As  a  result  of  this 
meeting  several  Books  of  Mormon  have  been  loaned 
to  people  who  are  genuinely  interested  in  the  teachings 
of  the  Church.  These  Elders  also  had  the  privilege 
of  conducting  Sister  Francis  Polyceck  through  the  waters 
of  baptism. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Sam  Brown,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  So.  Oregon. 
Sheldon  Hunt,  from  Hunt,  Arizona,  to  So.  Oregon  Dist. 
Deone  Dance,  from  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Zelma  Hollinger,  from  Ursine,  Nevada,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Clarence  Owen,  of  So.  Oregon  — Home,  Preston,  Idaho. 
June  Servoss,  of  Spokane  Dist. -Home,  LaConner,  Wash. 
Lerona  Pierson,  of  Oregon  Dist.  — Home,  Sandy  Utah. 
TRANSFERS 

Karl  Freeman,  from  Oregon  District  to  Butte,  Montana. 
Joseph  Reed  Bills,  from  So.  Oregon.  Dist.  to  Butte,  Mont. 
Maurine  Cook,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Oregon  District. 
Pearl  Bott,  from  Spokane  Dist.  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Ross  D.  Nielson,  from  Vancouver,  B.C.  to  Puget  Sound. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


BROTHERHOOD 

I  am  so  prone  to  blunder 
That  ill  it  seemeth  me 

To  criticize  my  brother 
When  his  mistakes  I  see. 

I  make  no  claim  to  wisdom 
Yet  do  I  contend 

No  flies  are  caught  with  vinegar, 
Nor  with,  ridicule,  a  friend. 

The  heathen  falls  upon  his  face, 
The  Christian  bows  his  knee; 

Yet  each  does  homage  to  his  God, 
He  thinks,  most  fittingly. 

These  differences  are  noted 

The  whole  wide  world  around, 

Yet  all  of  us  are  brothers 

Where  love  and  faith  abound. 

-Vera  Spears. 


LOVE  AND  LIFE 

Oh  what  a  wonderful  gift  is  life, 

With  all  its  struggles,  toils  and  strife, 
With  all  its  ups,  with  all  its  downs, 

With  all  its  smiles,  with  all  its  frowns, 
With  all  its  pleasures,  with  all  its  pains. 
With  all  its  loses,  with  all  its  gains, 

And  yet  beneath,  around,  above, 

A  something  whispers,  God  is  Love. 

-Marian  Botsford  CowcilL 


Origin  of  the  American  Indian 


Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lehi  colony  in  America  and  the  death  of 
Lehi,  the  colony  was  divided.  As  has  already  been  stated,  of  the  sons  of  Lehi, 
Laman,  Lemuel  and  Sam  were  older  than  Nephi.  By  reason  of  seniority  Laman 
and  Lemuel  claimed  right  of  leadership,  but  Providence,  knowing  the  hearts  of 
men,  ruled  otherwise. 

A  consideration  of  the  story  as  far  as  we  have  presented  it  and  of  the 
dividing  of  the  colony  here  mentioned,  recalls  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Nephi 
while  the  family  was  resting  in  the  valley  of  Lemuel  only  three  days'  journey 
from  Jerusalem: 

And  inasmuch  as  thou  shalt  keep  my  cammandments,  thou  shalt  be  made  a  ruler  and  a  teacher 
over  thy  brethren.  For  behold,  in  that  day  that  they  shall  rebel  against  me,  I  will  curse  them  even 
with  a  sore  curse,  and  they  shall  have  no  power  over  thy  seed  except  they  shall  rebel  against  me 
also.  And  if  it  so  be  that  they  rebel  against  me,  they  shall  be  a  scourge  unto  thy  seed,  to  stir  them 
up  in  the  ways  of  remembrance.  .  .  .  and  inasmuch  as  they  will  not  remember  me  and  hearken  unto 
my  words,  they  shall  scourge  them  unto  destruction. 

Readers  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  will  be  impressed  with  the  literal  fulfillment 
of  this  prophecy.  Throughout  the  journey  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea  and  until 
the  division  of  the  colony,  Nephi  was,  by  some  willingly  and  by  others  grudg- 
ingly,  acknowledged  as  leader  and  teacher.  When  the  separation  came,  his 
people  devotedly  followed  his  leadership,  accepted  his  instruction  and  took  upon 
them  his  name,  calling  themselves  Nephites.  He  became  both  their  priest  and  their 
.king.  Later  in  the^r  history  these  people  repeatedly  became  negligent  of 
their  God  and  were  repeatedly  scourged  by  their  kinsmen  to  bring  them  back 
to  the  way  of  right  living.  When  finally  this  failed  and  ungodliness  filled  the 
hearts  and  dominated  the  lives  of  the  Nephites,  the  Lamanites  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  them.  Upon  the  descendants  of  Laman  and  Lemuel  the  curse  did  fall, 
they  becoming  a  dark  and  loathsome  people. 

Father  Lehi  had  wielded  a  restraining  influence  over  the  restive  spirits  of 
Laman  and  Lemuel,  but  after  his  death  the  smouldering  rebellion  broke  into 
flame  and  Nephi's  life  was  sought.  The  Lord  warned  him  to  "depart  from  them  and 
flee  into  the  wilderness,  and  all  those  who  would  go  with  him."  Among  those 
choosing  his  leadership  were  his  older  brother  Sam,  his  younger  brothers  Jacob 
and  Joseph  (born  in  the  wilderness),  his  sisters,  and  Zoram,  the  servant  of  Laban. 

This  separation  marks  the  origin  of  the  two  opposing  peoples,  Nephites  and 
Lamanites,  whose  history  constitutes  the  greater  part  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

The  record  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Nephites  and  what  we  have  relative  to 
the  Lamanites  is  only  through  reference  to  them  in  the  Nephite  account. 

The  people  of  Nephi  built  temples,  churches  and  homes/  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture,  mining,  smelting,  manufacturing,  trades  and  industries  of  a  varied  nature. 
They  had  their  teachers,  priests  and  prophets  and  attained  varving  heicrhis  of 
civilization  and  righteousness.  At  the  time  of  the  separation,  Nephi  took  with 
him  the  brass  plates  containing  the  Israelitish  history  and  scripture,  and  as  we 
have  seen,  made  other  plates  whereon  was  recorded  the  civic  and  religious  history 
of  his  people.  These  records  were  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation 
until  the  extinction  of  the  people  a  thousand  years  later-. 

The  Lamanites  kept  no  records.  They  lived  in  indolence  and  ignorance  under 
the  ban  of  the  curse  for  disobedience.  From  them  has  descended  the  American 
Indian.  Their  condition  is  not  always  to  be  as  it  is  and  has  been.  The  ban  is  to  be 
lifted  and  the  light  of  heaven  is  to  shine  upon  them.  Nephi  prophesying  of  the  con¬ 
dition  to  prevail  following  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  says: 

And  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  declared  among  them;  wherefore,  they  shall  be  restored 
unto  the  knowledge  of  their  fathers,  and  also  to  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  had  among 
their  fathers.  And  then  shall  they  rejoice;  for  they  shall  know  that  it  is  a  blessing  unto  them  from 
the  hand  of  God;  and  their  scales  of  darkness  shall  begin  to  fall  from  their  eyes;  and  many  generations 
shall  not  pass  away  among  them,  save  they  shall  be  a  white  and  delightsome  people. 


Read  more  about  the  Indian  in  the  Book  o!  Mormon 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
oi  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gilts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Friday,  Oct.  7,  1938 


★ 


Work  is  what  keeps  people 
young.  Loafing  starts  to  weak¬ 
en  them  from  the  time  they 
stop  working.  We  should  have 
an  ambition;  we  should  have 
a  desire  to  work  to  the  full 
extent  of  our  ability.  Working 
eight  or  nine  hours  a  day  has 
never  injured  me  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  injure  any¬ 
one  else.  Work  is  pleasing 
to  the  Lord. 


★ 


★ 


How  I  do  thank  the  Lord 
that  I  have  an  abiding  and 
absolute  knowledge  that  He 
lives,  that  He  hears  and  an¬ 
swers  my  prayers.  I  know  as 
I  know  that  I  live  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the 
true  and  living  God,  the  in¬ 
strument  in  the  hands  of  God 
of  establishing  again  upon  the 
earth  the  plan  of  life  and  salva¬ 
tion— the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


★ 


AM  VERY  HAPPY  indeed  to  meet  with  the  Saints  again  in  General  Con¬ 
ference.  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  prayer  which  has  been  offered  will  be 
heard  and  answered  and  that  the  Lord  will  bless  us  during  this  session  of 
our  conference. 

I  have  a  little  book  in  which  I  have  recorded  from  time  to  time  for 
many  years  items  that  have  profoundly  impressed  me.  Last  Christmas  I 
wrote  a  little  note  to  friends  and  had  it  printed,  and  sent  a  very  small  part  of  this 
book  of  several  hundred  pages  to  over  6,000  of  my  friends — Bishops  of  wards  and 
others — -and  I  have  decided  to  read  here  today  a  part  of  what  was  my  Christmas  greet¬ 
ing.  I  wish  that  all  that  was  in  my  greeting  might  be  read  by  all  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints.  As  our  conference  proceedings  are  to  be  published,  that  is  my  excuse  for  read¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  this  book  entitled,  “Treasures  I  Would  Share,"  which  was  distributed 
by  me  for  Christmas  of  1937. 
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J.  G.  Holland,  one  of  the  fine  poets 
of  our  country,  was  born  in  1819,  and 
passed  away  in  1881.  These  are  two 
verses  from  his  writings: 

k. 

God  Give  Us  Men 

God  give  us  men!  A  time  like 
this  demands 

Strong  minds,  great  hearts, 

true  faith  and  ready  hands. 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  lucre 
does  not  kill/ 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office 
cannot  buy  / 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and 
a  will  / 

Men  who  have  honor/  men 
who  will  not  lie; 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a 
demagogue 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flat¬ 
teries  without  winking. 

Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live 
above  the  fog, 

In  public  duty  and  in  private 
thinking. 

For  while  the  rabble,  with  their 
thumb-worn  creeds, 

Their  large  professions  and 
their  little  deeds, 

Mingle  in  selfish  strife  —  lo !  Free¬ 
dom  weeps/ 

Wrong  rules  the  land  and  wait¬ 
ing  Justice  sleeps. 

-J.  G.  Holland. 

All  This  Wasted 

Nicholas  Murray  Butler  has  figured 
that  money  spent  for  the  World  War  could 
have  built  a  $2,500.00  house,  placed  in 
it  $1,000.00  worth  of  furniture,  put  it 
on  five  acres  of  land  worth  $100.00  an 
acre  and  have  given  this  to  every  family  in 
the  United  States,  Canada,  Australia,  Eng¬ 
land,  Wales,  Ireland,  Scotland,  France,  Bel¬ 
gium,  Germany  and  Russia;  could  have 
given  to  each  city  of  20,000  or  over  in 
each  of  these  countries  a  five-million  dol¬ 
lar  library  and  a  ten-million  dollar  uni¬ 
versity;  and  could  still  with  what  was 
left  set  aside  a  sum  at  5  per  cent  that  would 
provide  a  $1,000.00  yearly  salary  for  over 
125,000  teachers  and  a  like  number  of 
nurses. 

The  Constitution 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
a  glorious  standard/  it  is  founded  in  the 
wisdom  of  God.  It  is  a  heavenly  banner/ 


it  is,  to  all  those  who  are  privileged  with 
the  sweets  of  liberty,  like  the  cooling  shades 
and  refreshing  waters  of  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  and  thirsty  land.  It  is  like  a  great 
tree  under  whose  branches  men  from  every 
clime  can  be  shielded  from  the  burning  rays 
of  the  sun. -Joseph  Smith. 

Age 

Age  is  a  quality  of  mind: 

If  your  dreams  you've  left  behind, 

If  hope  is  cold, 

If  you  no  longer  look  ahead, 

If  your  ambition's  fires  are  dead, 

Then  you  are  old. 

But  if  from  life  you  take  the  best, 

And  if  in  life  you  keep  the  zest, 

If  love  you  hold/ 

No  matter  how  the  years  go  by, 

No  matter  how  the  birthdays  fly, 

You  are  not  old. 

-Anonymous. 

I  was  told  by  a  doctor  that  one  of  his 
patients  came  to  him  and  sold  him  some 
securities  that  he  owned.  Then  he  gave 
his  home  to  one  of  the  members  of  the 
family,  he  gave  other  things  to  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family,  and  then  he  retired  on  a 
pension  for  someone  else  to  support  him. 
The  doctor  said  that  during  the  two  years 
that  this  man  has  been  drawing  a  pension 
doing  nothing  he  has  aged  five  or  six  years 
at  least,  and  has  had  to  consult  him,  his 
doctor,  time  and  time  again,  more  often 
than  he  ever  did  in  the  same  length  of  time 
before.  Work — labor — is  what  gives  peo¬ 
ple  strength  and  power,  and  loafing  aids  in 
destroying  their  lives. 

Work  is  what  keeps  people  young. 
Loafing  is  what  starts  to  weaken  them 
from  the  time  they  stop  working.  Presi¬ 
dent  Young  was  in  active,  vigorous  life 
when  he  passed  away,  but  appendicitis 
ended  his  life.  His  successor,  John  Taylor 
was  sevenety-three  years  of  age  when  he 
was  made  President  of  the  Church.  John 
Taylor's  successor,  Wilford  Woodruff, 
was  eighty-odd  years  of  age  when  he  be¬ 
came  the  President  of  the  Church,  and 
according  to  some  he  ought  to  have  retired 
over  twenty  years  before  that  time,  and 
been  supported  on  somebody  else's  money, 
Lorenzo  Snow  came  to  the  presidency  of 
this  Church  as  active  as  any  young  man, 
and  with  matured  judgment,  at  eighty-five 
years  of  age,  and  when  the  Church  was  in 
a  slough  of  despondency  financially,  from 
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which  he  rescued  it.  During  his  three 
years  of  administration,  until  he  was 
eighty-eight  years  of  age,  his  mind  was  as 
clear  and  active  as  that  of  any  man  who 
ever  presided  over  this  Church. 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  according  to  many 
people,  was  two  years  past  the  age  when 
he  should  have  retired,  when  he  became 
the  President  of  this  Church,  and  the  same 
is  true  of  me.  Next  month,  according  to 
some  people,  it  will  be  twenty-two  years 
since  I  should  have  retired  and  been  sup¬ 
ported  on  someone  else's  money. 

There  is  nothing  truer  than  that  “Age 
is  a  quality  of  mind."  When  I  was  nearly 
fifty  years  of  age  Brother  Charles  W.  Pen¬ 
rose  arrived  in  Liverpool  to  take  my  place 
as  the  president  of  the  European  Mission. 
The  shipping  firm  with  whom  we  had 
done  business  for  over  fifty  years  sent  us 
four  tickets  to  the  Shakespeare  Theater. 
Brother  Penrose  had  worked  as  hard  that 
day  as  I  had.  Also  a  large  group  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  had  come  with  him  and  there 
were  a  lot  going  home,  also  more  than  a 
hundred  emigrants  were  going  to  America. 

I  turned  to  my  wife  when  these  tickets 
came  and  said:  “I  would  not  go  to  the 
finest  theater  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I 
am  tired,  I  am  going  to  bed  to  sleep.  Take 
one  of  the  missionaries  with  you  to  bring 
you  home,  also  two  of  the  daughters  and 
use  these  tickets." 

Brother  Penrose  spoke  up  and  said:  “Sis¬ 
ter  Grant,  let  the  old  man  go  to  bed.  I 
will  take  you  to  the  theater." 

He  was  only  (?)  twenty-five  years 
older  than  I.  He  lacked  a  few  weeks  of 
seventy-five,  and  I  lacked  a  few  weeks  of 
being  fifty. 

The  following  morning  I  took  him  to 
see  the  fine  home  that  President  Smith 
had  authorized  us  to  buy.  Somebody 
asked  the  man  who  was  moving  the  furni¬ 
ture  out  to  guess  our  ages.  He  guessed  me 
to  be  sixty-five  and  Brother  Penrose  sixty. 
I  said:  “I  have  heard  that  a  man  is  no 
older  than  he  feels,"  and  there  is  a  world 
of  truth  in  that,  don't  forget  it.  “I  felt 
so  old  that  I  went  to  bed  last  night  to 
sleep  and  this  old  gentleman  twenty-five 
years  older  than  I,  took  my  wife  and 
daughters  to  the  theater." 

When  I  was  up  in  Scotland  just  a  few 
weeks  before  Brother  Penrose  arrived,  a 
good  old  sister  asked  me:  "How  old  are 
you,  Brother  Grant?" 


I  told  her  that  if  I  lived  so  many  weeks 
I  would  be  fifty. 

She  said:  “Ah,  nay,  nay,  never  see  six¬ 
ty-five  again." 

The  next  Sunday  I  thought  I  would 
get  those  three  "dabs  between  the  eyes" 
corrected,  so  I  asked  the  president  of  the 
Birmingham  Branch,  as  I  remember  it, 
who  he  thought  was  older,  Brother  Pen¬ 
rose  or  myself. 

He  said:  "The  idea  of  asking  such  a 
ridiculous  question.  Anybody  can  see  that 
you  are  very  much  older  than  Brother  Pen¬ 
rose." 

I  hit  the  table  and  said:  "That  set¬ 
tles  it.  No  old  man  shall  ever  take  my 
wife  to  the  theater  again."  And  they  never 
have. 

Oliver  Goldsmith  (the  "Deserted  Vil¬ 
lage")  : 

Ill  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  accumulates,  and  men  decay: 
Princes  and  lords  may  flourish,  or  may  fade; 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath 
has  made 

But  a  bold  peasantry,  their  country's  pride, 
When  once  destroyed,  can  never 
be  supplied. 

A  time  there  was,  ere  England's  griefs  began. 
When  every  rod  of  ground  maintained 
its  man, 

For  him  light  labor  spread  her  wholesome 
store, 

Just  gave  what  life  required,  but  gave 
no  more: 

His  best  companions,  innocence  and  health , 
And  his  best  riches,  ignorance  of  wealth. 

Thrift 

The  prudent,  penniless  beginner  in  the 
world  labors  for  wages  for  awhile,  saves 
a  surplus  with  which  to  buy  land  or  tools 
for  himself,  then  labors  for  himself  another 
while,  and  at  length  hires  another  new  be¬ 
ginner  to  help  him.  This  is  the  just  and 
generous  and  prosperous  system  which 
opens  the  way  to  all,  gives  hope  to  all, 
and  consequent  energy  and  improvement  of 
condition  to  all.  —  Abraham  Lincoln. 

When  a  man  like  Henry  Ford  starts 
out  with  a  few  tools,  and  finally  employs 
125,000  people  who  support  probably  a 
half  a  million  people,  he  ought  not  to  be 
penalized  because  of  the  marvelous  work 
he  has  done  for  the  benefit  of  humanity. 
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My  Creed 

To  live  as  gently  as  I  can,- 
To  be,  no  matter  where,  a  man: 

To  take  what  comes  of  good  or  ill, 

And  cling  to  faith  and  honor  still/ 

To  do  my  best,  and  let  that  stand 
The  record  of  my  brain  and  hand/ 

And  then,  should  failure  come  to  me, 
Still  work  and  hope  for  victory. 

To  have  no  secret  place  wherein 
I  sloop  unseen  to  shame  or  sin/ 

To  be  the  same  when  I'm  alone 
As  when  my  every  deed  is  known/ 

To  live  undaunted,  unafraid 
Of  any  step  that  I  have  made/ 

To  be  without  pretense  or  sham 
Exactly  what  men  think  I  am. 

To  leave  some  simple  work  behind 
To  keep  my  having  lived  in  mind/ 

If  enmity  to  aught  I  show, 

To  be  an  honest,  generous  foe/ 

To  play  my  part,  nor  whine 
That  greater  honors  are  not  mine. 

This  I  believe  is  all  I  need 
For  my  philosophy  and  creed. 

-Edgar  A.  Guest. 

You  will  never  get  me  to  support  a  mea¬ 
sure  which  I  believe  to  be  wrong,  although 
by  doing  so  I  may  accomplish  that  which 
I  belive  to  be  right.  -  Abraham  Lincoln. 

And  now  there  is  one  more  lesson  for  us 
to  learn,  the  climax  of  all  the  rest/  namely 
to  make  a  personal  application  to  ourselves 
of  everything  which  we  know. 

(There  is  no  need  of  your  reading  the 
Word  of  Wisdom  unless  you  make  appli 
cation  of  it  to  your  lives.) 

Unless  we  master  this  lesson,  and  act  on 
it,  other  lessons  are  virtually  useless  and 
thus  robbed  of  their  essential  glory.  The 
only  living  end  or  aim  of  everything  we 
experience,  of  every  truth  we  are  taught, 
is  the  practical  use  we  make  of  it  for  the  en¬ 
richment  of  the  soul,  the  attuning  of  the 
thoughts  and  actions,  the  exaltation  of  life. 
When  we  DO  (and  “do”  is  capitals  and 
ought  to  be  underscored  in  addition)  what 
we  KNOW  (that  is  also  in  capitals)  then 
first  does  it  put  on  vital  luster  and  become 
divinely  precious.  -  William  Algers. 

“For  several  years  before  his  death  Mr. 
Daniel  S.  Ford,  the  propietor,  editor  and 


builder  of  the  “Youth's  Companion”  be¬ 
cause  of  delicate  health,  did  his  work  and 
managed  his  mammoth  business  from  a 
little  room  in  his  home  in  one  of  the 
beautiful  parks  of  Boston.  When  loving 
hands  cleared  the  plain  but  convenient 
desk,  there  was  found  in  a  conspicuous 
place,  much  worn  with  frequent  handling 
the  following  poem.  If  the  poet  had  in¬ 
tended  to  describe  Mr.  Ford's  daily  words 
and  actions,  he  could  not  have  done  so  in 
more  appropiate  language.” 

I  Shall  Not  Pass  Again  This  Way 

The  bread  that  bringeth  strength  I  want  to 
give, 

The  water  pure  that  bids  the  thirsty  live/ 
I  want  to  help  the  fainting  day  by  day/ 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

I  want  to  give  the  oil  of  joy  for  tears, 

The  faith  to  conquer  crowding  doubts  and 
fears. 

Beauty  for  ashes  may  I  give  alway; 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way  / 

I  want  to  give  good  measure  running  o'er, 
And  into  angry  hearts  I  want  to  pour 
The  answer  soft  that  turneth  wrath  away / 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

I  want  to  give  to  others,  hope  and  faith, 

I  want  to  do  all  that  the  Master  saith/ 

I  want  to  live  aright  from  day  to  day , 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

-W.  R.  Fitch. 

Not  what  we  give,  but  what  we  share, 

For  the  gift  without  the  giver  is  bare/ 

Who  gives  himself  with  his  alms  feeds 
three  - 

Himself,  his  hungry  neighbor  and  Me. 

-James  Russell  Lowell. 

Three  Lessons 

There  are  three  lessons  I  would  write, 
Three  words  as  with  a  burning  pen, 

In  tracings  of  eternal  light 
Upon  the  hearts  of  men. 

Have  faith,  though  clouds  environ  round, 
And  gladness  hides  her  face  in  scorn. 

Put  off  the  darkness  from  thy  brow: 

No  night  but  hath  its  morn. 

Have  hope,  wher'er  thy  bark  is  driven, 

The  calm  distorts  the  tempest's  mirth/ 
Know  this,  God  rules  the  Hosts  of  Heaven, 
The  inhabitants  of  earth. 
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Have  love -not  love  alone  for  one, 

Bui  man  as  man  thy  brother  call, 

And  scatter  as  the  circling  sun 

Thy  charities  on  all. 

-Frederick  Schiller. 

I  repeated  that  poem  in  nearly  every 
speech  that  I  delivered  while  I  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Utah  Liberty  Loan  drive  at 
the  time  that  America  raised  six  million 
dollars  during  the  World  War,  in  one  cam¬ 
paign;  and  I  said:  ‘‘The  Kaiser  of  Ger¬ 
many  ought  to  read  that  poem  by  one  of 
his  great  poets — especially,  ‘God  rules  the 
hosts  of  heaven,  the  inhabitants  of  earth.'  " 
I  felt  sure  that  he  would  go  down  to  de¬ 
feat  as  God  does  rule  the  world  and  He 
was  not  on  the  Kaiser's  side. 

Years  ago  I  suffered  intensely  from  in¬ 
somnia.  I  have  been  ordered  to  leave  town 
within  twenty-four  hours  or  I  might  go 
crazy  for  lack  of  sleep.  I  have  been  to 
California  time  and  time  again  in  early 
days  and  could  sleep  there  three  or  four 
nights  in  succession,  twelve  hours  at  a  time 
without  waking  up.  I  learned  while  in 
England  to  take  a  nap  after  my  lunch. 
Nearly  every  day  of  my  life  now  I  sleep 
an  hour  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  I  have 
had  only  two  severe  attacks  of  insomnia 
since  I  returned  over  thirty  years  ago  from 
Europe. 

I  learned  to  sing  a  song  or  two,  or 
three,  or  four,  or  five,  as  high  as  ten  when 
I  would  wake  up,  and  then  to  get  up  and 
take  some  physical  exercises,  and  take  some 
in  bed,  and  try  to  go  to  sleep,  and  failing, 
sit  up  and  talk  to  a  dictaphone  for  an  hour, 
and  then  go  back  to  sleep.  This  morning 
I  woke  at  half  past  one,  took  exercises  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  and  was  still 
wide  awake.  Then  I  sang  ten  songs.  I 
have  sung  them  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
times,  and  I  never  sing  them  when  I  do 
not  think  of  what  the  Lord  said  in  a  rev¬ 
elation: 

“For  my  soul  delighteth  in  the  song  of 
the  heart;  yea,  the  song  of  the  righteous  is 
a  prayer  unto  me,  and  it  shall  be  answered 
with  a  blessing  upon  their  heads." 

So  in  song  I  prayed  ten  times  this  morn¬ 
ing. 


(President  Grant  then  recited  six  of  the  songs  he 
had  sung  in  the  early  morning.  They  were: 

A  beautiful  hymn  by  Parley  P.  Pratt  pregnant  with 
the  spirit  of  the  latter  days, 

"God  Moves  in  a  Mysterious  Way," 

"Come  Let  Us  Anew," 

"Come,  Come,  Ye  Saints," 

"Should  You  Feel  Inclined  to  Censure," 


"Oh  My  Father." 

For  want  of  time  he  did  not  repeat  the  other  four 
of  the  ten  songs  he  loves  so  well  and  which  he  had 
sung  that  morning.  They  were: 

"A  Poor  Wayfaring  Man  of  Grief," 

"O  Ye  Mountains  High," 

"School  Thy  Feelings,  O  My  Brother," 

"The  Flag  Without  a  Stain.) 


In  addition  to  singing  these  songs  this 
morning  I  repeated  the  121st  section  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  commencing 
with  the  words  “How  long  can  rolling 
waters  remain  impure,"  to  the  end  of  the 
section : 

How  long  can  rolling  waters  remain  im¬ 
pure?  What  power  shall  stay  the  heavens? 
As  well  might  man  stretch  forth  his  puny 
arm  to  stop  the  Missouri  river  in  its  decreed 
course,  or  to  turn  it  up-stream,  as  to  hinder 
the  Almighty  from  pouring  down  knowledge 
from  heaven  upon  the  heads  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few 
are  chosen.  And  why  are  they  not  chosen? 

Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much 
upon  the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire 
to  the  honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn 
this  one  lesson  — 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  powers  of 
heaven,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  can¬ 
not  be  controlled  nor  handled  only  upon  the 
principles  of  righteousness. 

That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us,  if 
is  true7  but  when  we  undertake  to  cover 
our  sins,  or  to  gratify  our  pride,  our  vain 
ambition,  or  to  exercise  control  or  dominion 
or  compulsion  upon  the  souls  of  the  children 
of  men,  in  any  degree  of  unrighteousness, 
behold,  the  heavens  withdraw  themselves,- 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  grieved,-  and  when 
it  is  withdrawn,  Amen  to  the  priesthood  or 
the  authority  of  that  man. 

Behold,  ere  he  is  aware,  he  is  left  unto 
himself,  to  kick  against  the  pricks,  to  per¬ 
secute  the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against  God. 

We  have  learned  by  sad  experience  that 
it  is  the  nature  and  disposition  of  almost  all 
men,  as  soon  as  they  get  a  little  authority, 
as  they  suppose,  they  will  immediately  be¬ 
gin  to  exercise  unrighteous  dominion. 

Hence  many  are  called,  but  few  are 
chosen. 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to 
be  maintained  by  virtue  of  the  priesthood, 
only  by  persuasion,  by  long-suffering,  by 
gentleness  and  meekness,  and  by  love  un¬ 
feigned; 

By  kindness,  and  pure  knowledge,  which 


222 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  10 


shall  greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without 
hypocrisy,  and  without  guile  - 

Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then 
showing  forth  afterwards  an  increase  of 
love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast  reproved, 
lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy; 

That  he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness 
is  stronger  than  the  cords  of  death. 

Let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity 
towards  all  men,  and  to  the  household  of 
faith,  and  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts 
unceasingly;  then  shall  thy  confidence  wax 
strong  in  the  presence  of  God;  and  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy 
soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging 
scepter  of  righteousness  and  truth;  and  thy 
dominion  shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion, 
and  without  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow 
unto  thee  forever  and  ever.  —  Doc.  and  Cov. 
121:33-46. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  marvelous  re¬ 
velations  that  God  has  given  to  man,  and 
and  it  was  given  to  the  Prophet  while  he 
was  imprisoned  in  Liberty  Jail. 

How  I  do  thank  the  Lord  that  I  have  an 
abiding  and  absolute  knowledge  that  He 
lives,  that  He  is  my  Father,  that  He  hears 
and  answers  my  prayers!  How  I  do  thank 
the  Lord — it  is  beyond  my  ability  to  ex¬ 
press  my  gratitude — for  a  knowledge  that 
His  Son  is  my  Redeemer  and  yours;  that 
God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ 
visited  the  boy  Joseph  Smith,  and  that 
Moroni  delivered  into  his  hands  the. plates 
from  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
translated!  I  thank  the  Lord  that  when  I 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon.'  there  came 
into  my  soul  a  testimony  that  it  is  exactly 
what  it  purports  to  be.  I  fell  in  love  with 
Nephi,  and  more  than  any  other  character, 
except  my  Redeemer,  in  the  Bible  or  the 
Book  of  Mormon  he  has  been  my  guiding 
star. 

We  should  have  an  ambition,  we  should 
have  a  desire  to  work  to  the  full  extent  of 
our  ability.  Work  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 
“The  idler  shall  be  had  in  rememberance 
before  the  Lord.”  I  reached  my  office  this 
morning  at  8:30  o’clock,  and  generally  get 
there  at  8  o'clock.  As  a  rule  I  do  not 
leave  the  office  before  5:30  or  6:00,  and 
at  noon  I  go  next  door  to  the  Lion  House 
cafeteria,  where  I  get  a  quick  lunch.  Once 
in  a  great  while,  when  I  have  not  been 
able  to  sleep!  as  well  as  usual,  I  have 


brought  to  my  office  as  many  as  eight 
cylinders  of  letters.  Working  eight  or  nine 
hours  a  day  has  never  injured  me,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  has  ever  injured  anyone  else. 
The  Lord  says:  “Men  should  be  anxiously 
engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and  do  many 
things  of  their  own  free  will,  and  bring  to 
pass  much  righteousness.’’ 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  in  this  conference. 
I  leave  with  you  my  abiding  testimony  that 
I  know  as  I  know  that  I  live  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the  true  and  living 
God,  the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God 
of  establishing  again  upon  the  earth  the 
plan  of  life  and  salvation — the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

May  God  help  you,  my  dear  brethren 
and  sisters,  every  one  of  you  who  has  the 
same  knowledge  which  I  have,  to  live  the 
Gospel,  to  do  that  which  is  right,  and  then 
we  are  sure  of  the  reward  of  life  eternal 
in  His  presence.  This  is  my  humble  pray¬ 
er,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of  our  Redeemer 
and  Savior.  Amen. 


ALCOHOL  AND  DISEASE 


Dr.  A.  F.  Wright,  in  an  article  in  the 
Medical  World  states  the  practical  as¬ 
pects  of  the  problem  clearly.  He  writes: 

"In  order  to  eradicate  any  disease  we 
have  not  only  to  treat  the  individual  case 
where  it  is  found,  but  also  to  clean  up  its 
breeding  places.  When  we  run  into  any 
epidemic  we  not  only  treat  the  individual 
but  we  also  endeavor  to  find  the  source  of 
the  trouble  and  stop  it  at  its  source.  The 
same  thing  holds  good  with  reference  to 
venereal  disease.  In  my  experience  with 
these  diseases  I  would  say  that  beverage  al¬ 
cohol  is  a  factor  in  fully  90  per  cent  of  the 
cases.  The  'Drink  and  Dance'  halls  are  a 
fruitful  source.  A  few  drinks  and  moral 
responsibility  and  the  natural  instincts  of 
modesty  are  thrown  to  the  wind.  It  is  the 
same  old  story  of  'wine  and  women'  leading 
to  the  spread  of  these  diseases." 

This  scientific  statement  of  the  case  is 
butteressed  by  the  late  Jane  Addams,  the 
founder  of  the  world-famed  social  service 
center  at  Hull  House,  Chicago.  Discus¬ 
sing  this  problem  she  said,  “Alcohol  is 
the  indispensable  vehicle  of  social  vice.” 
Without  alcohol,  the  'indispensable  ve¬ 
hicle’  of  veneral  infection,  the  disease  would 
be  speedily  brought  under  control. 

— G.  Calderwood.  (In  Deseret  News). 
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shall  greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without 
hypocrisy,  and  without  guile  - 

Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost/  and  then 
showing  forth  afterwards  an  increase  of 
love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast  reproved, 
lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy,- 

That  he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness 
is  stronger  than  the  cords  of  death. 

Let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity 
towards  all  men,  and  to  the  household  of 
faith,  and  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts 
unceasingly/  then  shall  thy  confidence  wax 
strong  in  the  presence  of  God,-  and  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy 
soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging 
scepter  of  righteousness  and  truth,-  and  thy 
dominion  shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion, 
and  without  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow 
unto  thee  forever  and  ever.  -  Doc.  and  Cov. 
121:33-46. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  marvelous  re¬ 
velations  that  God  has  given  to  man,  and 
and  it  was  given  to  the  Prophet  while  he 
was  imprisoned  in  Liberty  Jail. 

How  I  do  thank  the  Lord  that  I  have  an 
abiding  and  absolute  knowledge  that  He 
lives,  that  He  is  my  Father,  that  He  hears 
and  answers  my  prayers!  How  I  do  thank 
the  Lord — it  is  beyond  my  ability  to  ex¬ 
press  my  gratitude — for  a  knowledge  that 
His  Son  is  my  Redeemer  and  yours;  that 
God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ 
visited  the  boy  Joseph  Smith,  and  that 
Moroni  delivered  into  his  hands  the. plates 
from  which  the  Book  of  Mormon  was 
translated!  I  thank  the  Lord  that  when  I 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon-  there  came 
into  my  soul  a  testimony  that  it  is  exactly 
what  it  purports  to  be.  I  fell  in  love  with 
Nephi,  and  more  than  any  other  character, 
except  my  Redeemer,  in  the  Bible  or  the 
Book  of  Mormon  he  has  been  my  guiding 
star. 

We  should  have  an  ambition,  we  should 
have  a  desire  to  work  to  the  full  extent  of 
our  ability.  Work  is  pleasing  to  the  Lord. 
"The  idler  shall  be  had  in  rememberance 
before  the  Lord."  I  reached  my  office  this 
morning  at  8:30  o'clock,  and  generally  get 
there  at  8  o'clock.  As  a  rule  I  do  not 
leave  the  office  before  5:30  or  6:00,  and 
at  noon  I  go  next  door  to  the  Lion  House 
cafeteria,  where  I  get  a  quick  lunch.  Once 
in  a  great  while,  when  I  have  not  been 
able  to  sleep!  as  well  as  usual,  I  have 


brought  to  my  office  as  many  as  eight 
cylinders  of  letters.  Working  eight  or  nine 
hours  a  day  has  never  injured  me,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  has  ever  injured  anyone  else. 
The  Lord  says:  "Men  should  be  anxiously 
engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and  do  many 
things  of  their  own  free  will,  and  bring  to 
pass  much  righteousness." 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  in  this  conference. 
I  leave  with  you  my  abiding  testimony  that 
I  know  as  I  know  that  I  live  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the  true  and  living 
God,  the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God 
of  establishing  again  upon  the  earth  the 
plan  of  life  and  salvation — the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

May  God  help  you,  my  dear  brethren 
and  sisters,  every  one  of  you  who  has  the 
same  knowledge  which  I  have,  to  live  the 
Gospel,  to  do  that  which  is  right,  and  then 
we  are  sure  of  the  reward  of  life  eternal 
in  His  presence.  This  is  my  humble  pray¬ 
er,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of  our  Redeemer 
and  Savior.  Amen. 


ALCOHOL  AND  DISEASE 


Dr.  A.  F.  Wright,  in  an  article  in  the 
Medical  World  states  the  practical  as¬ 
pects  of  the  problem  clearly.  He  writes: 

"In  order  to  eradicate  any  disease  we 
have  not  only  to  treat  the  individual  case 
where  it  is  found,  but  also  to  clean  up  its 
breeding  places.  When  we  run  into  any 
epidemic  we  not  only  treat  the  individual 
but  we  also  endeavor  to  find  the  source  of 
the  trouble  and  stop  it  at  its  source.  The 
same  thing  holds  good  with  reference  to 
venereal  disease.  In  my  experience  with 
these  diseases  I  would  say  that  beverage  al¬ 
cohol  is  a  factor  in  fully  90  per  cent  of  the 
cases.  The  'Drink  and  Dance'  halls  are  a 
fruitful  source.  A  few  drinks  and  moral 
responsibility  and  the  natural  instincts  of 
modesty  are  thrown  to  the  wind.  It  is  the 
same  old  story  of  'wine  and  women'  leading 
to  the  spread  of  these  diseases." 

This  scientific  statement  of  the  case  is 
butteressed  by  the  late  Jane  Addams,  the 
founder  of  the  world-famed  social  service 
center  at  Hull  House,  Chicago.  Discus¬ 
sing  this  problem  she  said,  "Alcohol  is 
the  indispensable  vehicle  of  social  vice." 
Without  alcohol,  the  'indispensable  ve¬ 
hicle'  of  veneral  infection,  the  disease  would 
be  speedily  brought  under  control. 

— G.  Calderwood.  (In  Deseret  News). 
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"THE  LAYMAN  HOLDS  THE  KEY" 

By  C.  FRANK  STEELE,  Bishop  oi  Lethbridge  Ward, 
Alberta,  Canada. 

The  New  Outlook,  organ  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Canada,  and  published  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  is  one  of  the  most 
forward-looking  of  the  publications  of  the 
Christian  churches  of  North  America. 
It  was  interesting  therefore  to  see  that 
a  recent  editorial  carried  this  caption: 
“The  Layman  Holds  the  Key/' 

The  assistant  editor,  Robert  Graham, 
dilates  on  the  use  of  the  lay  members  of  his 
church  in  the  ministry  of  the  church.  He 
is  not  willing  to  let  the  minister  do  it 
all.  He  goes  back  to  the  New  Testament 
to  find  the  authority  for  his  message,  back 
to  one  of  the  memorable  scenes  toward  the 
end  of  our  Lord's  ministry  in  Galilee. 
This  was  when  He  appointed  “other 
seventy  also,  and  sent  them  two  by  two 
before  his  face  into  every  city  and  place, 
whither  He  himself  would  come." 

It  is  Luke  who  records  this  significant 
call  of  these  men  into  the  active  work  of 
the  Church.  The  New  Outlook  writer 
drives  home  his  point  in  this  language: 

"The  point  we  wish  to  emphasize  in  this 
story  is  that  the  mission  of  the  seventy  was 
a  layman's  mission.  Indeed,  apostolic  and 
early  Christianity  was  essentially  a  lay 
movement.  Had  the  Christian  church  been 
solely  an  affair  of  professionalized  and  in¬ 
stitutionalized  religion  it  is  hardly  likely  that 
its  history  would  ever  have  extended  into 
the  second  generation.  Isn't  there  some¬ 
thing  in  this  story  that  the  leaders  of  the 
Church  today  would  do  well  to  ponder 
anew?" 

The  answer  to  the  question  propounded 
by  this  religious  writer  is  that  this  New 
Testament  story  does  present  something 
that  church  leaders  might  well  ponder 
“anew."  It  puts  the  responsibility  and 
with  it,  the  opportunity  of  preaching  the 
Gospel  and  administering  in  its  ordinances, 
right  where  it  belongs — upon  the  worthy 
men  and  women  of  the  Church.  A  pro¬ 
fessional  clergy  was  unknown,  as  Mr. 
Graham  himself  suggests,  in  the  Church  as 
organized  by  our  Lord.  It  was  a  later 
innovation  and  its  general  acceptance  to¬ 
day  is  no  proof  of  its  validity. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  makes  this  solemn  declaration 
in  its  Articles  of  Faith: 

"We  believe  that  man  must  be  called  of 
God  by  prophesy  and  by  the  laying  on  of 


hands  by  those  who  are  in  authority  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  in  the  or¬ 
dinances  thereof." 

This  Church  has  never  deviated  from 
the  plan  of  the  Church  as  laid  down  in 
the  Bible.  In  fact  the  whole  thought  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  was  that  of  get¬ 
ting  “back  to  the  Bible"  hence  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Church  in  this  dispen¬ 
sation  in  strict  accord  with  the  ancient 
Church. 

Its  ministers  were  called  from  the  lay¬ 
men  of  the  Church.  Men  from  the  ranks 
were  sought  and  set  apart  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands  and  sent  forth  as  ministers  at 
home  and  abroad.  They  were  not  edu¬ 
cated  often  in  the  learning  of  the  world, 
they  held  no  degrees  in  divinity,  yet 

they  had  something  infinitely  greater,  the 
Priesthood  of  God.  Moreover  they  were 
not  paid.  Freely  they  had  received  of 
this  blessed  truth,  freely  they  gave.  Upon 
that  sort  of  service  the  restored  Gospel 
was  preached  and  carried  abroad  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth  and  is  still  being 

taught.  It  is  a  lay  movement,  yet  lay¬ 
men  clothed  with  the  power  of  the  Priest¬ 
hood  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy 

Ghost. 

Men  are  called  from  all  vocations  in¬ 
to  the  ministry.  As  the  ancient  mission¬ 
aries  were  called  from  their  nets,  so  to¬ 
day  men  are  called  from  the  farms,  the 
shops,  the  offices  or  the  school  room. 

“Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
Gospel,"  was  the  commission  of  Christ. 
In  humility  yet  in  the  power  of  their 
divine  calling  the  Elders  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  are 
proclaiming  their  message. 


REVELATION 


God  again  io  earth  has  spoken 
And  the  bonds  of  death  are  broken 
And  mankind  will  bear  the  token 
Of  a  life  made  fair. 

Jesus  Christ  has  come  to  man 
To  introduce  the  perfect  plan 
Which  was  since  the  world  began 
Promised  unto  man. 

Then,  O  Earth  to  God  give  ear, 

Before  the  final  day  appear, 

That  this  message  may  be  clear: 

God's  knowldege  gain. 

-  Aubrey  J.  Parker. 
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THE  GRACE  OF  CHRIST  TODAY 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Sail  Lake  Cily,  Uiah 

In  that  solemn  impressive  affidavit  of 
the  three  witnesses  to  the  Book  of  Mor- 
fnon,  appears  these  simple  words: 

“We,  through  the  grace  of  God  the 
Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  have 
seen  the  plates  which  contain  this  record." 

In  this  simple  phrase  the  little  word 
“grace,"  which  appears  about  a  hundred 
times  in  the  Bible,  is  given  a  plain,  un¬ 
derstandable  meaning.  As  here  used  the 
word  is  the  name  of  the  kindly  attitude 
of  God  toward  the  three  witnesses  as  mani¬ 
fested  in  his  graciously  granting  to  them  a 
view  of  the  precious  gold  plates. 

This  is  the  true  connotation  of  the 
word  as  it  appears  in  our  New  Testament, 
Charis,  the  Greek  equivalent  of  “grace," 
means  gracious.  The  idea  that  grace  is 
an  active,  saving  principle  like  faith  or 
repentance,  finds  no  warrant  in  the  scrip¬ 
tures.  Faith  and  repentance  are  the  great 
eternal  active  saving  principles.  It  is  these 
principles  that  purify  the  heart  and  give 
the  victory  over  all  evil.  “Grace"  is  the 
loving  kindness  of  God  in  making  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  have  faith  and  repent.  No 
teacher  has  made  this  great  cardinal  truth 
so  clear  as  the  Book  of  Mormon  prophet, 
Amulek.  He  gives  us  the  plainest  explana¬ 
tion  of  just  how  Jesus  saves,  to  be  found 
in  any  scripture.  He  tells  us  that  Christ, 
through  his  sacrificial  suffering,  brought 
about  means  whereby  we  “may  have 
faith  unto  repentance."  (Alma  3.4:15.) 

This  pertinent  text  aids  us  in  under¬ 
standing  Paul's  statement  that  “we  are 
created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works." 
(Eph.  2.)  It  is  through  sincere  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  resultant  heart  purify¬ 
ing  repentance,  that  we  are  turned  to 
“good  works,"  or  “created  unto  good 
works." 

Why  then  does  Paul  insist  so  strenu¬ 
ously  that  we  are  saved  “by  grace?"  Sim¬ 
ply  because  it  is  through  the  grace  of 
Christ  that  it  has  been  made  possible  for 
us  to  “have  faith  unto  repentance."  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Christ,  through  which  he  revealed  to  the 
world,  the  majestic  personality  of  God, 
and  his  infinite  love  and  power  we  should 
be  wholly  unable  to  exercise  real  saving 
faith. 

The  notion  that  something  called  grace, 
will  instantly  make  one  perfectly  accept¬ 


able  to  God,  the  moment  one  frantically 
confesses  faith  in  Christ  is  as  crude  and 
senseless  as  the  belief  of  savages  that  the 
mere  wild  shouting  of  some  magical  for¬ 
mula  will  call  forth  the  beneficial  inter¬ 
position  of  Deity.  Equally  crass  is  the 
idea  that  “sacraments  as  channels  of 
grace,"  administered  to  a  helpless  dying 
infant,  will  insure  the  infant’s  full  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  beatific  vision,  while  the 
unbaptized  infant  will  be  eternally  denied 
this  felicity.  The  transposition  of  Paul’s 
text — “By  Grace  ye  are  saved  through 
faith,"  and  making  it  read  in  effect,  “By 
faith  ye  are  saved  through  grace,"  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  these  revolting  errors. 

The  misinterpretation  of  this  text  has 
led  to  some  of  the  most  egregious  errors 
in  the  whole  range  of  Christian  doctrinal 
development.  Out  of  this  error  came  the 
strange  notion  that  salvation  is  mere  es¬ 
cape  from  a  place  called  hell  and  an  en¬ 
trance  into  a  place  called  heaven;  and  that 
this  “Salvation"  can  be  won  instantane¬ 
ously  by  having  a  few  drops  of  water 
ceremonially  poured  on  one's  head;  or  by 
excitedly  exclaiming,  “I  believe,"  with 
one’s  dying  breath.  These  revolting  er¬ 
rors  have  been  destructive  of  verile  active 
faith — the  faith  that  underlies  all  sane 
and  vital  religion. 

Shortly  after  the  world  war  a  move¬ 
ment  was  started  by  leading  clergymen, 
and  financiers,  having  as  its  noble  aim, 
the  complete  Christianization  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  The  leaders  of  the  movement  pub¬ 
lished  a  number  of  advertisements  in  news¬ 
papers  and  magazines,  in  which  they  set 
forth  in  glowing  language  their  high  ob¬ 
jectives;  and  made  appeals  for  financial 
assistance.  In  one  of  these  advertisements 
appears  this  trenchant  sentence, 

“The  world  needs  a  great  many  things, 
but  it  needs  most  of  all  faith." 

Nothing  truer  has  been  published  in 
recent  decades.  The  tremendous  signif¬ 
icance  of  these  words  came  home  to  me 
with  unusual  impressiveness  while  listen¬ 
ing  recently  to  the  closing  appeal  of  a 
Protestant  revivalist.  Between  the  verses 
of  a  sentimental,  emotional  hymn,  sung 
by  his  choir,  he  depicted  with  catch  words, 
and  fear-inspiring  illustrations  the  eternal 
damnation  of  those  who  failed  to  “Sur¬ 
render  to  Christ,  before  it  was  too  late." 

He  gave  his  hearers  the  definite  impres¬ 
sion  that  they  could  win  endless  felicity 
and  escape  from  eternal  death  by  merely 
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lisping  a  few  frantic  words  of  confession 
at  that  hour. 

There  was  no  appeal  to  rational  faith. 
There  was  no  reference  to  any  modern 
faith — fact — no  moving  of  people  to  be¬ 
lieve  by  a  graphic  recital  of  things  God 
has  wrought  in  our  day. 

The  circumstances  suggested  the  theme 
the  “Grace  of  Christ  today."  Through 
the  grace  of  Christ,  manifested  in  our  day, 
Joseph  Smith,  saw  the  glorified  form  of 
God  the  Father  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thus  modern  man  was  given  a  clear, 
faith-inspiring  idea  of  God.  Through 
the  grace  of  Christ,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  brought  forth;  and  people  of  today 
were  given  a  new  witness  for  Christ — the 
witness  of  a  sleeping  continent  immeasur¬ 
ably  intensifying  the  faith  of  those  who 
receive  it.  Through  the  grace  of  Christ 
the  Holy  Priesthood  has  been  restored  to 
the  earth;  and  men  have  again  been  em¬ 
powered  to  speak  and  act  in  the  name  of 
God,  making  it  possible  for  truly  con¬ 
verted  souls  to  receive  sacred  ordinance 
with  the  positive  assurance  that  they  are 
actually  entering  unto  the  covenant  with 
God,  through  the  administration  of  men 
who  in  fact  and  truth  represent  God  by 
active  divine  ordination. 

Through  the  grace  of  Christ  manifested 
in  our  day,  real,  verile,  soul-stirring  faith 
has  come  back  to  the  world — the  faith 
that  “endures  as  seeing  Him  who  is  In¬ 
visible;"  asks  and  receives  and  “works  by 
love."  The  restoration  of  this  vital  faith 
has  inaugurated  a  spiritual  renaissance;  and 
brought  back  to  the  world  the  true  religion 
of  the  Master — the  religion  of  strict  obe¬ 
dience  to  divine  law,  unselfish  service  to 
man,  and  perfection  of  character  through 
continuous  fine  thinking,  pure  aspiration 
and  right  living. 


MYSELF  AND  ME 

I  have  to  live  with  myself,  and  so 
I  want  to  be  fit  for  myself  to  know. 

I  want  to  be  able,  as  days  go  by, 

Always  to  look  myself  in  the  eye. 

I  don't  want  to  stand  with  the  setting  sun 
And  hate  myself  or  the  things  I've  done. 

I  never  can  hide  myself  from  me} 

I  see  what  others  may  never  see. 

I  know  what  others  may  never  know  / 

I  never  can  fool  myself,  and  so, 

Whatever  happens  I  want  to  be 
Self-respecting  and  conscience-free. 

-Harriet  Page. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITIES  SUSTAINED 

In  the  first  session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  the  Great  Tabernacle  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  October  7,  8  and  9,  the 
general  authorities  and  general  officers 
of  the  Church  as  named  below  were  sus¬ 
tained  by  vote  of  the  assembled  Saints. 

First  Presidency 

Heber  J.  Grant,  Prophet,  Seer  and  Reve- 
lator  and  President  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  First  Counselor  in  the 
First  Presidency. 

David  O.  McKay,  Second  Counselor  in  the 
First  Presidency. 

President  of  the  Council  of  The  Twelve 
Apostles 

Rudger  Clawson. 

Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

Rudger  Clawson,  Reed  Smoot,  George  Al¬ 
bert  Smith,  George  F.  Richards,  Joseph  Field¬ 
ing  Smith,  Stephen  L  Richards,  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe, 
Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Charles  A.  Callis,  Albert 
E.  Bowen. 

Sylvester  Q.  Cannon,  associate  to  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve. 

Acting  Patriarch  to  Church 

George  F.  Richards. 

Trustee  In  Trust 

Heber  J.  Grant. 

As  Trustee  in  Trust  for  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

First  Council  of  the  Seventy 

Rulon  S.  Wells,  Levi  Edgar  Young,  An¬ 
toine  R.  Ivins,  Samuel  O.  Bennion,  John  H. 
Taylor,  Rufus  K.  Hardy  and  Richard  L.  Evans. 

Presiding  Bishopric 

LeGrand  Richards,  Presiding  Bishop. 

Marvin  O.  Ashton,  First  Counselor. 

Joseph  L.  Wirthlin,  Second  Counselor. 

Church  Historian  and  Recorder 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  with  the  following 
assistants:  Andrew  Jenson  and  A.  William 
Lund. 

Church  Board  of  Education 

Heber  J.  Grant,  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  David 
O.  McKay,  Rudger  Clawson,  Joseph  Field¬ 
ing  Smith,  Stephen  L  Richards,  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  Adam  S.  Bennion, 
Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Franklin  S.  Harris,  Charles 
A.  Callis,  and  Franklin  L.  West. 

(Continued  on  Page  228) 
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lisping  a  few  frantic  words  of  confession 
at  that  hour. 

There  was  no  appeal  to  rational  faith. 
There  was  no  reference  to  any  modern 
faith — fact — no  moving  of  people  to  be¬ 
lieve  by  a  graphic  recital  of  things  God 
has  wrought  in  our  day. 

The  circumstances  suggested  the  theme 
the  “Grace  of  Christ  today. "  Through 
the  grace  of  Christ,  manifested  in  our  day, 
Joseph  Smith,  saw  the  glorified  form  of 
God  the  Father  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thus  modern  man  was  given  a  clear, 
faith-inspiring  idea  of  God.  Through 
the  grace  of  Christ,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  brought  forth;  and  people  of  today 
were  given  a  new  witness  for  Christ — the 
witness  of  a  sleeping  continent  immeasur¬ 
ably  intensifying  the  faith  of  those  who 
receive  it.  Through  the  grace  of  Christ 
the  Holy  Priesthood  has  been  restored  to 
the  earth;  and  men  have  again  been  em¬ 
powered  to  speak  and  act  in  the  name  of 
God,  making  it  possible  for  truly  con¬ 
verted  souls  to  receive  sacred  ordinance 
with  the  positive  assurance  that  they  are 
actually  entering  unto  the  covenant  with 
God,  through  the  administration  of  men 
who  in  fact  and  truth  represent  God  by 
active  divine  ordination. 

Through  the  grace  of  Christ  manifested 
in  our  day,  real,  verile,  soul-stirring  faith 
has  come  back  to  the  world — the  faith 
that  “endures  as  seeing  Him  who  is  In¬ 
visible;"  asks  and  receives  and  “works  by 
love."  The  restoration  of  this  vital  faith 
has  inaugurated  a  spiritual  renaissance;  and 
brought  back  to  the  world  the  true  religion 
of  the  Master — the  religion  of  strict  obe¬ 
dience  to  divine  law,  unselfish  service  to 
man,  and  perfection  of  character  through 
continuous  fine  thinking,  pure  aspiration 
and  right  living. 


MYSELF  AND  ME 

I  have  to  live  with  myself,  and  so 
I  want  to  be  fit  for  myself  to  know. 

I  want  to  be  able,  as  days  go  by, 

Always  to  look  myself  in  the  eye. 

I  don't  want  to  stand  with  the  setting  sun 
And  hate  myself  or  the  things  I've  done. 

I  never  can  hide  myself  from  me,- 
I  see  what  others  may  never  see. 

I  know  what  others  may  never  know/ 

I  never  can  fool  myself,  and  so, 

Whatever  happens  I  want  to  be 
Self-respecting  and  conscience-free. 

-Harriet  Page. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITIES  SUSTAINED 

In  the  first  session  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  the  Great  Tabernacle  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  October  7,  8  and  9,  the 
general  authorities  and  general  officers 
of  the  Church  as  named  below  were  sus¬ 
tained  by  vote  of  the  assembled  Saints. 

First  Presidency 

Heber  J.  Grant,  Prophet,  Seer  and  Reve- 
lator  and  President  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  First  Counselor  in  the 
First  Presidency. 

David  O.  McKay,  Second  Counselor  in  the 
First  Presidency. 

President  of  the  Council  of  The  Twelve 
Apostles 

Rudger  Clawson. 

Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

Rudger  Clawson,  Reed  Smoot,  George  Al¬ 
bert  Smith,  George  F.  Richards,  Joseph  Field¬ 
ing  Smith,  Stephen  L  Richards,  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe, 
Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Charles  A.  Callis,  Albert 
E.  Bowen. 

Sylvester  Q.  Cannon,  associate  to  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve. 

Acting  Patriarch  to  Church 

George  F.  Richards. 

Trustee  In  Trust 

Heber  J.  Grant. 

As  Trustee  in  Trust  for  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

First  Council  of  the  Seventy 

Rulon  S.  Wells,  Levi  Edgar  Young,  An¬ 
toine  R.  Ivins,  Samuel  O.  Bennion,  John  H. 
Taylor,  Rufus  K.  Hardy  and  Richard  L.  Evans. 

Presiding  Bishopric 

LeGrand  Richards,  Presiding  Bishop. 

Marvin  O.  Ashton,  First  Counselor. 

Joseph  L.  Wirthlin,  Second  Counselor. 

Church  Historian  and  Recorder 

Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  with  the  following 
assistants:  Andrew  Jenson  and  A.  William 
Lund. 

Church  Board  of  Education 

Heber  J.  Grant,  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  David 
O.  McKay,  Rudger  Clawson,  Joseph  Field¬ 
ing  Smith,  Stephen  L  Richards,  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  Adam  S.  Bennion, 
Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Franklin  S.  Harris,  Charles 
A.  Callis,  and  Franklin  L.  West. 

(Continued  on  Page  228) 


COUNCIL  OF  THE  TWELVE  APOSTLES  AND  ASSOCIATE  TO  THE  COUNCIL 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Elders  Joseph  Fielding  Smith.  George  Albert  Smith .  Pres.  Rudger  Clawson , 
Elders  Reed  Smoot.  George  F .  Richards  and  Stephen  L  Richards . 

Back  Row:  Elders  Richard  R.  Lyman.  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Charles  A. 
Callis,  Albert  E .  Bowen  and  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon.  Elder  Cannon  is  the  Associate  Apostle . 
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Wells  was  sustained  as  Senior  President 
of  the  Council. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  seemed 
to  be  that  the  Saints,  and  particularly  the 
Priesthood  and  officers  of  the  Church, 
should  stand  faithfully  and  loyally  in 
their  places;  keeping  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  harmony  with  His 
Spirit.  The  Church  Welfare  Program  is 
going  steadily  forward,  and  the  General 
Authorities  mean  that  it  shall  go  to 
greater  and  greater  accomplishment. 

— E.  L.  M.. 


RICHARD  L.  EVANS  IN  THE 
FIRST  COUNCIL  OF  SEVENTY 


The  choice  of  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  First  Council  of 
the  Seventy,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Pres.  J.  Golden  Kimball,  seems  to  have 
met  with  quite  general  approval. 

Elder  Evans  is  a  young  man  of  only 
32  years;  but  those  years  have  been  well 
filled  with  activity  and  experience.  Be¬ 
reft  of  a  father  at  10  years  of  age  he  did 
his  full  working  part  with  a  widowed 
mother  and  a  large  family  and  thereby 
gained  an  experience  in  sacrifice,  ad¬ 
versity,  industry,  frugality  and  self- 
reliance  that  provide  a  dependable  found¬ 
ation  for  a  life  of  service  and  accomplish¬ 
ment.  His  school  life  was  full  of  activ¬ 
ity  and  success.  He  was  manager  of 
the  debating  team  and  editor  of  the 
school  paper.  He  majored  in  English  for 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  in  economics  for 
M.  A. 

Elder  Evans  filled  a  mission  in  England 
where  he  was  made  associate  editor  of  the 
Millennial  Star  and  in  1928  became  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  European  Mission.  While 
there  he  toured  the  continent  and  wrote 
a  history  of  the  Mission. 

On  his  return  from  Europe  he  became 
associated  with  KSL  as  announcer.  And 
from  that  he  has  advanced  to  the  position 
of  "production  manager,  supervisor  of  an¬ 
nouncers  and  director  of  publicity. 

For  nearly  three  years  Pres.  Evans  has 
been  managing  editor  of  the  Improvement 
Era  and  for  a  longer  term  has  served  on 
the  General  Board  of  the  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A. 

May  his  now  added  duties  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  bring  commensurate  joy  and 
satisfaction. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITIES  SUSTAINED 

(Continued  from  Page  225) 

Arthur  Winter,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Commissioner  of  Education 

Franklin  L.  West. 

Seminary  Supervisor 

M.  Lynn  Bennion. 

Auditing  Committee 

Orval  W.  Adams,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  George 
S.  Spencer,  and  Harold  H.  Bennett. 

Tabernacle  Choir 

Lester  F.  Hewlett,  president,-  J.  Spencer 
Cornwall,  conductor/  Richard  P.  Condie,  as¬ 
sistant  conductor. 

Organists 

Alexander  Schreiner,  Frank  W.  Asper, 
Wade  N.  Stephens,  assistant. 

Welfare  Committee  Advisers 

Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  A. 
E.  Bowen,  Antoine  R.  Ivins,  John  H.  Taylor, 
the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  General  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Relief  Society. 

Welfare  General  Committee 

Henry  D.  Moyle,  chairman,-  Robert  L.  Judd, 
vice  chairman;  Harold  B.  Lee,  managing  di¬ 
rector/  Marvin  O.  Ashton,  Mark  Austin, 
Campbell  M.  Brown,  Clyde  C.  Edmunds, 
Sterling  H.  Nelson.  William  E.  Ryberg, 
Stringham  A.  Stevens  and  J.  Frank  Ward. 

National  Woman's  Relief  Society 

Louise  Y.  Robison,  president. 

Amy  Brown  Lyman,  first  counselor. 

Kate  M.  Barker,  second  counselor. 

Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 

George  D.  Pyper,  general  superintendent. 

Milton  Bennion,  first  asst.  supt. 

George  R.  Hill,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

George  Q.  Morris,  general  superintendent. 

Joseph  J.  Cannon,  first  asst.  supt. 

Burton  K.  Farnsworth,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

Lucy  Grant  Cannon,  president. 

Helen  Spencer  Williams,  first  counselor. 

Verna  W.  Goddard,  second  counselor. 

Primary  Association 

May  Anderson,  superintendent. 

Isabelle  S.  Ross,  first  asst.  supt. 

Edith  H.  Lambert,  second  asst.  supt. 


EZRA  I»  MABLER,  Editor 
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General  Conference 


( 


The  week  of  October  2nd  to 

9th  marked  the  assembling  of  the 
Saints  in  the  109th  Semi-annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  Temple  Square.  The  General 
Conference  was  held  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday,  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th.  Relief 
Society  Conference  covered  the  three  days 
preceding,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday.  Saturday  evening  marked  the 
General  Priesthood  meeting  with  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  near  6000  men  and  boys  and 
Sunday  evening  was  given  over  to  Sunday 
School  work. 

These  general  conferences  of  the  Church 
are  very  common,  occuring  as  they  do 
every  six  months;  and  yet  they  are  unique. 
We  know  of  no  other  organization  which 
calls  a  world  gathering  of  such  numbers 
of  its  membership  twice  a  year.  As  the 
years  have  followed  each  other  through 
the  century,  this  custom  has  been  pursued 
and  it  continues  with  unabated  interest. 
There  were  some  interruptions  in  the 
earlier  history  of  the  Church,  and  twenty 
years  ago  the  October  Conference  was  post¬ 
poned  on  account  of  the  raging  epidemic 
of  influenza.  But  with  few  exceptions, 
year  after  year,  on  the  6th  of  April  and 
on  or  near  the  6th  of  October  the  Saints 
from  far  and  near  have  come  together  in 
general  conference. 

What  magnetic  power  is  it  that  draws 
the  people  together  so  regularly  and  in  such 
numbers?  The  Great  Tabernacle  was 
once  amply  large  to  comfortably  care  for 
the  needs  of  the  assembling  Saints.  Not 
so  now.  Long  since  the  Church  has  out¬ 
grown  this  unique  and  world  famed 
building. 

An  object  lesson  this,  to  Church  mem¬ 
bers.  When  the  builders  completed  the 
great  dome  structure,  it  became  fixed  and 
static — it  ceased  to  grow.  The  Church 
went  on  and  since  then  has  nearly  tripled 
in  numbers.  Just  so  any  member  who 


ceases  to  carry  on  in  the  line  of  progress 
will  be  left  behind  as  the  Church  drives 
on  in  its  certain  march  ahead. 

When  radio  came  into  common  use,  it 
was  thought  by  some  that  conference  at¬ 
tendance  would  decrease — that  people 
would  sit  comfortably  at  home  and  listen 
“over  air”  to  the  conference  proceedings. 
Thousands  of  them  do,  yet  at  each  general 
conference  the  Tabernacle  is  filled  to  cap¬ 
acity,  the  Assembly  Hall  on  Temple 
Square  is  filled,  and  thousands  sit  or 
stand  about  the  grounds  and  listen  to 
the  program  as  amplified  by  the  public 
address  system.  It  was  so  at  this  Con¬ 
ference,  there  being  an  estimated  gather¬ 
ing  of  15,000  to  20,000  people. 

Two  special  items  of  interest  marked 
this  Conference.  Generally  there  are  one 
or  two  members  of  the  Quorum  of  the 
Apostles  in  Europe  who  cannot  be  in 
attendance.  Sometimes  illness  or  other 
conditions  bar  the  attendance  of  some.  At 
the  109th  Semi-annual  Conference  all  the 
general  authorities  but  one  were  present 
including  a  full  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 
and  Elder  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon,  an  as¬ 
sociate  of  the  Council.  At  this  Con¬ 
ference  also  were  three  of  the  General 
Authorities  who  have  recently  returned 
from  foreign  countries,  where  they  have 
made  special  studies  in  the  interest  of  the 
Church — Elder  Lyman  and  Elder  Cannon 
in  Europe  and  Elder  George  Albert  Smith 
in  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific.  Pres.  Rufus 
K.  Hardy  of  the  First  Council  of  the 
Seventy  attended  Elder  Smith  on  his 
tour  but  illness  prevented  his  attendance 
at  Conference. 

At  this  Conference  the  Church  sustained 
Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  as  a  member  of 
the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy,  a  va¬ 
cancy  there  occurring  with  the  death  of 
Pres.  J.  Golden  Kimball.  Pres.  Rulon  S. 
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Wells  was  sustained  as  Senior  President 
of  the  Council. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  seemed 
to  be  that  the  Saints,  and  particularly  the 
Priesthood  and  officers  of  the  Church, 
should  stand  faithfully  and  loyally  in 
their  places;  keeping  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  harmony  with  His 
Spirit.  The  Church  Welfare  Program  is 
going  steadily  forward,  and  the  General 
Authorities  mean  that  it  shall  go  to 
greater  and  greater  accomplishment. 

— E.  L.  M. 


RICHARD  L.  EVANS  IN  THE 
FIRST  COUNCIL  OF  SEVENTY 


The  choice  of  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  First  Council  of 
the  Seventy,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Pres.  J.  Golden  Kimball,  seems  to  have 
met  with  quite  general  approval. 

Elder  Evans  is  a  young  man  of  only 
32  years;  but  those  years  have  been  well 
filled  with  activity  and  experience.  Be¬ 
reft  of  a  father  at  10  years  of  age  he  did 
his  full  working  part  with  a  widowed 
mother  and  a  large  family  and  thereby 
gained  an  experience  in  sacrifice,  ad¬ 
versity,  industry,  frugality  and  self- 
reliance  that  provide  a  dependable  found¬ 
ation  for  a  life  of  service  and  accomplish¬ 
ment.  His  school  life  was  full  of  activ¬ 
ity  and  success.  He  was  manager  of 
the  debating  team  and  editor  of  the 
school  paper.  He  majored  in  English  for 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  in  economics  for 

M.  A. 

Elder  Evans  filled  a  mission  in  England 
where  he  was  made  associate  editor  of  the 
Millennial  Star  and  in  1928  became  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  European  Mission.  While 
there  he  toured  the  continent  and  wrote 
a  history  of  the  Mission. 

On  his  return  from  Europe  he  became 
associated  with  KSL  as  announcer.  And 
from  that  he  has  advanced  to  the  position 
of  "production  manager,  supervisor  of  an¬ 
nouncers  and  director  of  publicity. 

For  nearly  three  years  Pres.  Evans  has 
been  managing  editor  of  the  Improvement 
Era  and  for  a  longer  term  has  served  on 
the  General  Board  of  the  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A. 

May  his  now  added  duties  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  bring  commensurate  joy  and 
satisfaction. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITIES  SUSTAINED 

(Continued  from  Page  225) 

Arthur  Winter,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Commissioner  of  Education 

Franklin  L.  West. 

Seminary  Supervisor 

M.  Lynn  Bennion. 

Auditing  Committee 

Orval  W.  Adams,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  George 
S.  Spencer,  and  Harold  H.  Bennett. 

Tabernacle  Choir 

Lester  F.  Hewlett,  president/  J.  Spencer 
Cornwall,  conductor,-  Richard  P.  Condie,  as¬ 
sistant  conductor. 

Organists 

Alexander  Schreiner,  Frank  W.  Asper, 
Wade  N.  Stephens,  assistant. 

Welfare  Committee  Advisers 

Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  A. 
E.  Bowen,  Antoine  R.  Ivins,  John  H.  Taylor, 
the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  General  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Relief  Society. 

Welfare  General  Committee 

Henry  D.  Moyle,  chairman,-  Robert  L.  Judd, 
vice  chairman/  Harold  B.  Lee,  managing  di¬ 
rector/  Marvin  O.  Ashton,  Mark  Austin, 
Campbell  M.  Brown,  Clyde  C.  Edmunds, 
Sterling  H.  Nelson.  William  E.  Ryberg, 
Stringham  A.  Stevens  and  J.  Frank  Ward. 

National  Woman's  Relief  Society 

Louise  Y.  Robison,  president. 

Amy  Brown  Lyman,  first  counselor. 

Kate  M.  Barker,  second  counselor. 

Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 

George  D.  Pyper,  general  superintendent. 

Milton  Bennion,  first  asst.  supt. 

George  R.  Hill,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

George  Q.  Morris,  general  superintendent. 

Joseph  J.  Cannon,  first  asst.  supt. 

Burton  K.  Farnsworth,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

Lucy  Grant  Cannon,  president. 

Helen  Spencer  Williams,  first  counselor. 

Verna  W.  Goddard,  second  counselor. 

Primary  Association 

May  Anderson,  superintendent. 

Isabelle  S.  Ross,  first  asst.  supt. 

Edith  H.  Lambert,  second  asst.  supt. 
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Wells  was  sustained  as  Senior  President 
of  the  Council. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  seemed 
to  be  that  the  Saints,  and  particularly  the 
Priesthood  and  officers  of  the  Church, 
should  stand  faithfully  and  loyally  in 
their  places;  keeping  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  harmony  with  His 
Spirit.  The  Church  Welfare  Program  is 
going  steadily  forward,  and  the  General 
Authorities  mean  that  it  shall  go  to 
greater  and  greater  accomplishment. 

— E.  L.  M. 


RICHARD  L.  EVANS  IN  THE 
FIRST  COUNCIL  OF  SEVENTY 


The  choice  of  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  First  Council  of 
the  Seventy,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Pres.  J.  Golden  Kimball,  seems  to  have 
met  with  quite  general  approval. 

Elder  Evans  is  a  young  man  of  only 
32  years;  but  those  years  have  been  well 
filled  with  activity  and  experience.  Be¬ 
reft  of  a  father  at  10  years  of  age  he  did 
his  full  working  part  with  a  widowed 
mother  and  a  large  family  and  thereby 
gained  an  experience  in  sacrifice,  ad¬ 
versity,  industry,  frugality  and  self- 
reliance  that  provide  a  dependable  found¬ 
ation  for  a  life  of  service  and  accomplish¬ 
ment.  His  school  life  was  full  of  activ¬ 
ity  and  success.  He  was  manager  of 
the  debating  team  and  editor  of  the 
school  paper.  He  majored  in  English  for 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  in  economics  for 
M.  A. 

Elder  Evans  filled  a  mission  in  England 
where  he  was  made  associate  editor  of  the 
Millennial  Star  and  in  1928  became  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  European  Mission.  While 
there  he  toured  the  continent  and  wrote 
a  history  of  the  Mission. 

On  his  return  from  Europe  he  became 
associated  with  KSL  as  announcer.  And 
from  that  he  has  advanced  to  the  position 
of  "production  manager,  supervisor^  an¬ 
nouncers  and  director  of  publicity.” 

For  nearly  three  years  Pres.  Evans  has 
been  managing  editor  of  the  Improvement 
Era  and  for  a  longer  term  has  served  on 
the  General  Board  of  the  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A. 

May  his  now  added  duties  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  bring  commensurate  joy  and 
satisfaction. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITIES  SUSTAINED 

(Continued  from  Page  225) 


Arthur  Winter,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Commissioner  of  Education 

Franklin  L.  West. 

Seminary  Supervisor 

M.  Lynn  Bennion. 

Auditing  Committee 

Orval  W.  Adams,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  George 
S.  Spencer,  and  Harold  H.  Bennett. 

Tabernacle  Choir 

Lester  F.  Hewlett,  president;  J.  Spencer 
Cornwall,  conductor,-  Richard  P.  Condie,  as¬ 
sistant  conductor. 

Organists 

Alexander  Schreiner,  Frank  W.  Asper, 
Wade  N.  Stephens,  assistant. 

Welfare  Committee  Advisers 

Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  A. 
E.  Bowen,  Antoine  R.  Ivins,  John  H.  Taylor, 
the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  General  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Relief  Society. 

Welfare  General  Committee 

Henry  D.  Moyle,  chairman,-  Robert  L.  Judd, 
vice  chairman,-  Harold  B.  Lee,  managing  di¬ 
rector,-  Marvin  O.  Ashton,  Mark  Austin, 
Campbell  M.  Brown,  Clyde  C.  Edmunds, 
Sterling  H.  Nelson.  William  E.  Ryberg, 
Stringham  A.  Stevens  and  J.  Frank  Ward. 

National  Woman's  Relief  Society 

Louise  Y.  Robison,  president. 

Amy  Brown  Lyman,  first  counselor. 

Kate  M.  Barker,  second  counselor. 

Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 

George  D.  Pyper,  general  superintendent. 

Milton  Bennion,  first  asst.  supt. 

George  R.  Hill,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

George  Q.  Morris,  general  superintendent. 

Joseph  J.  Cannon,  first  asst.  supt. 

Burton  K.  Farnsworth,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

Lucy  Grant  Cannon,  president. 

Helen  Spencer  Williams,  first  counselor. 

Verna  W.  Goddard,  second  counselor. 

Primary  Association 

May  Anderson,  superintendent. 

Isabelle  S.  Ross,  first  asst.  supt. 

Edith  H.  Lambert,  second  asst.  supt. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  MISSIONS 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah, 
ri  a  vt  MISSION — W.  Aird  Macdonald,  153  West  Adams  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

MISSION — David  A.  Smith,  36  Ferndale  Avenue.  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  W'oodruff,  302  South  Pleasant  Street,  Independence.  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  1410  St.  James  Court,  Louisville,  Ky. 
STATES  MISSION — Frank  Evans,  155  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
missION — W.  Frank  Bailey,  P.  O.  Box  3228,  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  _ 

MEXICAN  MISSION — A.  Lorenzo  Anderson,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651,  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave„  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  2555  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — David  A.  Broadbent,  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION — Preston  Nibley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Merrill  D.  Clayson,  *48  5  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION — Orlando  C.  Williams.  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller.  538  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver.  Colo. 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 

FRESNO  DISTRICT  :-J.  Roscoe  Hunt,  President,  855 
Home  Avenue,  Fresno,  Calif. 

"Again  I  say,  harken  ye  elders  of  my  church,  whom 
I  have  appoinied:  Ye  ar’e  not  sent  forth  to  be  taught, 
but  to  teach  the  children  of  men  the  things  which  I 
have  put  into  your  hands  by  the  power  of  my  Spirit/ 
and  ye  are  to  be  taught  from  on  high.  Sanctify  your¬ 
selves  and  ye  shall  be  endowed  with  power,  that  ye 
may  give  even  as  I  have  spoken."  (D.  &  C.  43:15,  16.) 

Do  you  as  a  missionary  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
realize  how  great  your  responsibility  is?  Are  you  avail¬ 
ing  yourself  of  every  opportunity  to  teach  the  Gospel 
to  those  with  whom  you  come  in  contact?  "Ye  are  not 
sent  forth  to  be  taught,  but  to  teach  the  children  of 
men." 

During  the  past  few  months  some  of  the  Elders  of 
this  district  have  had  the  privilege  of  doing  country 
work.  They  have  found  several  families  of  Saints 
scattered  in  outlying  districts  and  have  been  touched 
by  the  faith  of  some  of  these  good  people,  who, 
even  though  they  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
attending  Church,  have  been  faithful  in  the  payment  of 
their  tithes  and  fast  offerings. 

The  experiences  of  our  Elders  have  been  very  in- 
spiritional  to  all  of  us.  Elders  Royal  and  Kuna,  la¬ 
boring  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district,  had  the 
privilege  of  administering  to  a  lady  who  had  been 
under  a  doctor's  care  for  a  number  of  years  without 
obtaining  any  favorable  results.  Through  her  faith  the 
Elders  administered  to  her  and  she  has  been  steadily 
progressing  in  health  and  is  well  on  the  road  to  re¬ 
covery.  , 

Elder  Robert  Chatfield,  who  has  come  to  us  from 
the  Northen  Arizona  District,  had  an  experience  which 
made  us  realize  more  fully  that  the  Loi'd  will  take 
care  of  His  servants  if  they  will  heed  that  "still  small 
voice."  Upon  receiving  news  of  his  transfer,  Elder 
Chatfield  purchased  his  ticket  and  made  ready  to 
board  the  train  which  would  bring  him  to  Fresno 
the  following  morning.  He  had  his  baggage  all 
checked  and  was  walking  over  to  get  on  the  car 
when  he  felt  strongly  impressed  not  to  get  on.  The 
feeling  became  so  persistent  that  he  obeyed  and  didn't 
leave  until  the  following  morning.  He  learned  that 
the  train  he  had  almost  taken  the  night  before  had  been 
wrecked  and  that  eleven  people  had  been  killed  and 
several  more  injured. 

We  have  had  the  privilege  of  leading  four  more 
souls  into  the  waters  of  baptism,  from  which  we  re¬ 
ceived  much  joy. 

MONTEREY  BAY  DISTRICT:  -  Reuben  A.  Sanders, 
President,  10  Logan  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  California. 

"And  He  said  unto  them:  Go  ye  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

We  realize  that  this  divine  command  has  been  given 
to  us  missionaries  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  this  day,  and  we  are  very  happy 


to  go  forward  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  to  proclaim 
to  the  people  this  glorious  message  of  life  and  sal¬ 
vation. 

We  feel  that  our  efforts  in  this  work  have  been 
greatly  blessed  of  the  Lord  for  we  have  recently  bap¬ 
tized  five  people  into  the  Church  and  have  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  more  who  are  earnestly  investigating.  It  will 
probably  not  be  long  until  they  come  into  the  fold 
of  Christ. 

Because  Elders  Gee  and  Card  were  unable  to  get  a 
ride,  they  recently  walked  nine  miles  to  hold  a  cot¬ 
tage  meeting  in  a  little  town  near  King  City.  When 
they  arrived,  their  hearts  were  filled  with  joy  at 
finding  thirty  people  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  the 
message  of  truth.  Many  fine  friends  are  being  made 
throughout  the  district  and  they  are  attending  our 
regular  meetings  as  well  as  our  cottage  meetings.  We 
ever  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  way 
he  is  blessing  our  labors. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  our  beloved  Mission 
President  and  the  good  work  of  the  people  of  the 
Monterey  Branch,  we  now  have  a  beautiful  little 
chapel  at  Pacific  Grove.  There  was  much  rejoicing 
when  it  was  opened  for  service  on  September  25th.  We 
sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  the  day  will  soon  come 
when  we  shall  have  such  a  chapel  in  every  branch. 

Our  Singing  Mothers,  organized  under  the  able 
leadership  of  Sister  Macdonald,  have  been  a  great  help 
to  our  radio  broadcast  and  have  made  possible  many 
fine  contacts  with  people  not  of  our  faith. 

We  feel  that  the  recent  tours  through  our  district 
of  three  mission  supervisors,  Sisters  Gordon  and  Pax- 
man  and  Elder  Sorenson,  have  resulted  in  much  good 
for  the  people  of  this  district. 

On  September  24th  we  held  our  forum  and  report 
meeting.  We  have  now  studied  and  discussed  ninety- 
three  gospel  subjects  in  our  forum  meetings. 

The  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  present  in  rich 
abundance  at  our  meetings  and  all  bore  strong  testimony 
and  gave  an  excellent  report. 

Truly  this  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Chirst,  and  we 
earnestly  pray  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  not  only 
for  us  but  for  all  our  companions  throughout  the 
world. 

REDWOOD  DISTRICT: -John  A.  Soderborg,  President, 
Box  711,  Eureka,  California. 

Marks  of  Progress  in  the  Redwood  District:  Three 
more  converts  baptized  this  month,  swelling  the  total 
to  29  since  the  first  of  the  year  in  this  district;  a  sep¬ 
arate  branch  created  and  organized  in  the  Rio  Dell 
Section  with  Samuel  J.  Johnson  as  presiding  Elder/  a 
Relief  Society  organized  for  the  first  time  in  Eureka 
with  its  own  local  officers;  two  Primaries  organized  by 
the  lady  missionaries  in  Eureka,-  the  branch  teachers 
of  Eureka  organized  and  sent  out  to  visit  the  members/ 
a  Primary  organized  on  the  Indian  Reservation  with 
Sister  Brenard,  a  Lamanite  member,  as  Primary  Mother/ 
and  plans  laid  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  Rio  Dell 
this  winter.  The  spirit  of  the  Gospel  is  working  among 
the  people  as  leaven  in  the  lump.  The  work  of  the 
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Lord  is  going  forward  and  nothing  can  stop  its  pro¬ 
gress. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Redwood  District  journeyed  to 
Sacramento  to  hold  a  conjoint  report  meeting  with 
the  Shasta  District.  Three  glorious  days  of  inspiration 
and  good  fellowship  were  enjoyed.  A  fine  report 
meeting,  a  baseball  game,  a  'watermelon  bust',  and 
attendance  at  the  State  Fair  were  all  a  part  of  the 
program.  We  bid  farewell  to  Sister  Katherine  Benson, 
one  of  our  lady  missionaries,  who  has  been  laboring  for 
twenty  months  in  California,  to  return  to  her  home, 
and  welcome  Sister  Pearl  Tribett  to  work  in  Eureka 
in  her  place.  We  also  welcome  Elder  Frank  Coleman 
into  the  field. 

As  a  result  of  Priesthood  Brotherhood,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Rio  Dell  Branch  now  has  a  good 
floor  in  his  home  and  two  bedrooms  where  there 
was  none.  On  the  morning  of  September  24th,  the 
brethren  of  the  Priesthood  took  their  saws  and  hammers 
and  met  at  the  home  of  Brother  Brenard.  Soon  they 
had  transformed  his  large  single-roomed  house  into  a 
cozy  three-room  bungalow  and  made  him  comfortable 
for  the  winter.  The  Church  furnished  the  material  as 
part  of  the  welfare  program  and  the  brethren  did  the 
work.  Much  favorable  comment  has  been  heard  from 
the  non-Mormons  of  the  neighborhood  because  of  the 
interest  the  Church  takes  in  the  welfare  of  its  members. 

SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT: -Halbert  J.  Keller,  President, 
3705-lOth  Avenue,  San  Diego,  California. 

The  missionaries  here  are  indeed  enjoying  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  working  such  a  fruitful  field.  While 
“personal  contacting,"  the  missionaries  have  several 
times  had  the  privilege  of  staying  for  dinner  and  fur¬ 
ther  explaining  the  truths  of  the  Gospel.  Elders  Parker 
and  Seat  have  become  so  loved  in  their  district  of 
labor  that  people  step  from  their  doors  and  invite  them 
into  their  homes  for  cottage  meetings.  Several  times 
they  have  held  two  cottage  meetings  in  one  fore¬ 
noon.  Such  actions  as  these  prove  the  hunger  our 
Father's  children  have  for  the  Gospel. 

The  happiness  of  a  family  by  the  name  of  Bischof 
was  indeed  made  complete  when  Mr.  Bischof,  after 
several  years  of  careful  investigation  and  study  along 
with  the  encouragement  of  his  lovely  family,  the 
Saints  and  missionaries,  came  to  the  realization  it  was 
time  he  became  Brother  Bischof.  On  July  1st  we  were 
also  very  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church  through 
the  portals  of  baptism,  Miss  Margaret  Sutherland,  who, 
through  diligent  study  and  effort,  gained  a  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  Gospel.  By  her  faithful  service  since  that 
time  she  has  increased  her  testimony  of  the  truthful¬ 
ness  of  this  "The  True  Church."  She  was  baptized 
by  Elder  E.  Wayne  Taylor.  We  are  also  very  happy  to 
welcome  five  other  souls  into  the  Church  through  the 
waters  of  baptism. 

In  two  of  the  branches  here  we  have  started  an 
investigators'  class  in  connection  with  Sunday  School. 
The  missionaries  are  teaching  the  classes,  and  they 
have  proven  very  successful.  Such  classes  afford 
free  expression  of  the  investigators  and  thus  create 
more  interest  and  greater  inducement  to  attend.  We 
have  an  attendance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  each  time. 

August  29th  marked  a  testimonial  day  for  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  this  district.  The  Spirit  of  God  was 
indeed  with  us  during  our  report  meeting.  Its  in¬ 
fluence  was  felt  so  strongly  by  all  present  that  each 

was  forced  to  bear  testimony  of  the  fact.  Happiness 
and  joy  reigned  supreme  during  the  entire  meeting. 
After  the  meeting  several  administrations  were  done  and 
the  immediate  help  received  increased  our  faith  great¬ 
ly  in  the  power  of  the  Priesthood. 

We  were  thrilled  to  have  the  magnetic  influence  of 
our  dearly  beloved  President  with  us  all  day  Sunday, 
September  25th.  It  was  a  big  day  and  only  strong 
men  could  stand  up  under  it.  Arriving  here  at  9  a.m., 
he  attended  Priesthood  meeting,  then  Sunday  School, 
Union  Meeting  and  finally  the  meeting  at  night. 

During  this  time  he  was  pelted  with  questions,  in¬ 

troductions  and  handshakes.  The  missionaries  en¬ 


joyed  very  much  the  remarks  he  made  to  them  that 
night  after  the  wonderful  meeting  in  which  he  spoke. 
Everyone  was  thrilled  with  the  manner  in  which  he 
effeciently  met  and  solved  all  problems  placed  be¬ 
fore  him.  This  is  only  one  in  many  days  in  which  he 
is  kept  just  as  busy.  We  indeed  have  a  wonderful 
Mission  President.  Let's  keep  the  California  Mission 
on  top  and  push  it  higher. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Grant  E.  Gardner,  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  to  Fresno  Dist. 
Maybeth  Farr,  from  Tucson,  Ariz.,  to  Monterey  Bay  D. 
Frank  Coleman,  from  Spring  City,  Utah,  to  Redwood  D. 
Louise  Patrick  from  Springville,  Utah  to  Los  Angeles. 
Helen  Marr  Carter,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to 
Monterey  Bay,  District. 

Evan  K.  Ericksen,  from  Ephriam,  U.  to  No.  Ariz.  Dist. 
Vonza  Whitmore,  Spanish  American  Mission  to  Los 
Angeles  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Olga  Fenn,  from  Fresno  Dist.  to  Los  Angeles  District. 
Norma  Johnson,  from  San  Diego  Dist.  to  Los  Angeles. 
Corma  Gamble,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Los  Angeles. 
Gladys  Farraway,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Los  Angeles. 
Alice  Hanna,  from  Santa  Barbara  Dist.  to  San  Deigo. 
S.  J.  and  Cora  Johnson,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Redwood. 
Alton  L.  Morrill,  from  Redwood  Dist.  to  Bakersfield. 
Robert  F.  Chatfield,  from  No.  Arizona  to  Fresno  Dist. 
Pearl  Tribbett,  from  Monterey  Bay  to  Redwood  District. 
Mirriam  Whitehead,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Santa  Barbara. 
APPOINTMENT 

John  Clare -President  of  Northern  Arizona  District. 
RELEASES 

Olive  May  Beckstrand,  of  Fresno -Home,  Shelley,  Ida. 
Edith  Grace  Knight,  of  No.  Ariz. -Home,  Logandale, 
Nevada. 

Dorrity  and  Shirley  Busby,  of  Santa  Barbara  Dist.  — 
Home,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Floyd  S.  Burgi,  Los  Angeles  Dist.  — Home,  Preston  Idaho. 
Wm.  Paul  Buys,  Pres,  of  No.  Ariz. -Home,  Heber,  U. 
Katherin  Benson,  of  Redwood  Dist. —  Home,  Baggs,  Wyo. 
Ervin  MacArthur,  of  Monterey  Bay -Home,  Lovell,  Wyo. 
Carol  Johnson,  of  Monterey  Bay -Home,  Randolph,  U. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT Homer  S.  Saterfield, 
President. 

Our  extensive  work  in  the  country  this  summer  has 
proved  to  be  an  outstanding  uplift,  both  to  the 
missionaries  and  the  Saints  of  the  district.  Many  fam¬ 
ilies  of  Saints  in  the  out-of-the-way  places  had  not  been 
visited  for  four  and  five  years.  It  was  certainly  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  them  to  see  those  of  their  own  faith, 
and  likewise  to  the  missionaries  to  see  the  faithful¬ 
ness  of  the  Saints. 

Beautiful  and  impressive,  though  simple  ceremon¬ 
ies  brought  14  souls  into  the  ranks  of  the  Church  and 
we  extend  an  open  heart  of  welcome  to  each  and 
every  one  of  them.  Their  testimonies  of  the  divinity 
of  the  beautiful  truths  of  the  Gospel,  recently,  dis¬ 
covered  to  them,  serve  powerfully  to  strengthen  the 
testimony  of  all  associated  with  them. 

The  Lord  is  opening  up  avenues  for  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  places  before  inaccessable  to  the  Elders. 
Recently,  Elders  Karl  Burdeit  and  Homer  Satterfield 
with  the  aid  of  Brother  A.  P.  King,  held  a  large 
meeting  iri  the  Townley  2nd  Baptist  Church  and 
preached  "Mormonism"  to  a  crowd  of  approximately 
300  people  for  two  hours.  Two  days  later  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Walnut  Springs,  a  nearby  town,  was  ob¬ 
tained  and  a  well  attended  meeting  was  held.  The 
Elders  were  invited  to  return  at  any  time  and  the 
churches  would  be  available  to  them. 

The  last  week  in  September  the  Alabama  Stale  Fair 
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was  conducted  in  Birmingham  and  the  Church  had  a 
very  attractive  booth  displaying  the  history  and  origin 
of  Mormonism  together  with  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 
Hundreds  of  fine  contacts  and  conversations  were 
had  and  the  story  of  Mormonism  was  briefly  told 
to  many  who  had  never  heard  of  the  Church.  Elder 
Burdett  tells  of  one  woman  who  had  picked  up  at 
home  one  of  the  pamphlets  that  one  of  the  family 
had  obtained  at  the  fair.  She  was  so  interested  in  it 
that  she  asked  where  it  was  obtained.  She  made  a 
special  trip  to  the  fair  to  get  more  literature  and  in¬ 
formation.  Each  missionary  in  the  district  had  an 
opportunity  to  work  in  the  booth  during  the  week  and 
all  report  outstanding  contacts. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Associations  of  the  district 
all  had  their  opening  recently  and  plans  are  now  in 
process  for  a  huge  "North  Alabama  Steel  Ball"  in 
Birmingham  on  October  the  29th. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT Ferris  F.  Johnson,  Pres. 

"And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.  .  .  . 
They  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  they  shall  recover" 
—  Mark  16:15-18.  An  incident  that  happened  recently  in 
Brunswick,  Ga.  made  this  promise  a  plain  truth  to 


of  Jesus  Christ.  Three  fervent  investigators,  Sisters 
Cora  Lee  White  of  Savannah  and  Alma  Clark  and 
Maggie  Joyner  of  Brunswick  entered  into  the  waters  of 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  their  sins.  They  all 
bear  strong  testimonies  of  the  truthfulness  of  this 
Gospel. 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT James  A.  Hunler, 
President. 

We  truly  rejoice  as  we  continue  to  carry  the  news 
of  the  restored  Gospel  to  the  people.  And  we  re¬ 

joice  more  so  in  bringing  more  converts  into  the  fold, 
for  we  realize  that  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the 
sight  of  God.  We  welcome  Claudis  May  Tillman,  Sybil 
Clara  Tillman  and  Bessie  Merle  Loyd  into  the  Church. 
These  fine  young  ladies  were  baptized  by  Elders  James 
F.  Weaver  and  Eldon  V.  Carter.  We  also  welcome 

Sister  Josephine  Holliday  into  the  Church.  She  was 

baptized  by  Brother  Tracy  Ivy.  Elders  Weaver  and 
Carter  obtained  the  privilege  of  speaking  to  the  stu¬ 
dent  body  of  the  Bond  High  School  at  Lewiston,  Miss. 

Elder  Clayne  VanTassell  relates  the  following  ex¬ 

perience:  "While  out  tracting  some  time  ago  I 
called  at  a  home  and  after  explaining  our  missionary 
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all  who  will  listen  and  investigate.  Elders  William  T. 
Mills  and  Claude  D.  Williamson,  while  returning  from 
their  day’s  labors  in  the  city,  were  confronted  by 
two  ladies,  who  evidently  recognized  the  missionaries, 
and  asked  if  they  would  come  and  pray  for  an  afflicted 
woman  for  whom  the  doctors  had  given  up  all  hope 
of  recovery.  Consenting  to  do  so,  they  followed  the 
two  ladies  to  the  bedside.  The  afflicted  one  was  quite 
young,  a  mother  of  two  small  children,  and  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  the  dreaded  disease  of  cancer.  Her  left 
arm  was  covered  with  ugly,  running  sores  which 
were  spreading  rapidly  over  the  whole  left  side 
of  her  body.  There  were  several  women  gathered 
at  the  bedside,  and  as  they  were  not  of  our  faith, 
Elder  Williamson  explained  our  belief  in  the  healing 
of  the  sick,  then  led  the  household  in  prayer.  After 
a  few  words  of  consolation  the  Elders  departed  from 
the  house.  They  however  continued  to  pray  for  this 
woman  in  their  individual  prayers,  asking  that  the 
Lord's  will  be  done,  as  in  all  things.  Sometime  later, 
as  they  were  returning  from  a  meeting,  they  chanced 
to  meet  one  of  the  ladies  and  inquired  as  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  sick  woman.  They  were  informed  that 
the  running  sores  on  the  woman's  arm  had  dried  up, 
and  that  a  marvelous  improvement  was  noticed  from 
the  time  of  their  visit. 

The  district  reports  twelve  baptisms  info  the  Church 


system  the  lady  related  an  experience  her  husband 
had  had  with  missionaries  several  years  ago.  Her 
husband  was  an  eye  specialist  and  six  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  came  to  him  to  have  their  eyes  examined. 
Three  of  them  needed  glasses  but  did  not  have  the 
money  to  pay  for  them  so  her  husband  gave  the  glas¬ 
ses  to  them  free.  After  the  course  of  about  four  years 
he  received  the  pay  for  the  glasses  and  he  marveled 
at  the  honesty  of  the  missionaries.  He  has  had  great 
admiration  for  the  Mormon  people  ever  since."  Elder 
VanTassell  was  invited  to  visit  their  home  whenever 
he  desired.  Little  do  we  realize  the  numerous  seeds 
we  sow. 

Elder  Leland  L.  Losee  made  good  progress  last  summer 
in  teaching  genealogy  to  the  Saints  who  live  in  the 
country  sections.  We  have  been  blessed  in  obtaining 
several  court  houses  and  school  buildings  to  hold 
lectures  and  meetings  in  throughout  the  district.  We 
have  300  and  400  people  attend  our  street  meetings. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT Seldon  S.  Bridges, 
President. 

Relative  to  the  duty  of  the  parents  to  their  children 
in  this  last  dispensation,  the  Lord  has  said  — "And  their 
children  shall  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  their 
sins  when  eight  years  old,  and  receive  the  laying  on  of 
hands.  And  they  shall  also  teach  their  children  to 
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pray  and  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord."  Doc.  and 
Cov.  68:27-28. 

In  Sumter,  South  Carolina,  Sept.  25th,  a  baptismal 
and  sunrise  service  was  held  in  memory  of  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  Grandfather  McLeod.  Brother  McLeod  was  bap¬ 
tized  45  years  ago  on  the  morning  of  this  service.  He 
was  the  first  person  to  be  baptized  in  Sumter  County 
by  the  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  In  the  pioneering  days  of  the  Church 
in  this  county  many  tribulations  and  trials  were  endured 
by  this  dear  brother.  Never  was  he  known  to  waver  or 
shun  the  fight  for  the  true  Gospel,  but  instead  taught 
his  children  the  true  way  of  the  Master.  As  a  result 
of  his  righteous  endeavors,  a  thriving  prosperous  branch 
of  the  Church  is  organized  in  Sumter,  S.  C.  The 
membership  and  leadership  of  this  branch  is  com¬ 
prised  mainly  of  the  descendants  of  this  faithful  bro¬ 
ther.  He  did  remember  and  fulfill  this  commandment 
of  the  Lord  to  us.  This  service  was  conducted  by 
Pres.  Wallace  McBride,  local  district  president  of  this 
district.  Musical  numbers  and  some  inspiring  talks 
were  given;  one  of  them  being  a  short  life  history 
of  Grandfather  McLeod  given  by  his  oldest  living 
son.  An  aged  gentleman,  who  in  his  youth  attended 
the  service  45  years  ago,  quoted  the  words  of  brother 
McLeod  just  before  his  baptism:  "The  Savior  said 
'straight  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which 
leadelh  unto  life/  and  I  am  glad  that  I  have  found 
that  way."  The  services  were  concluded  by  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  Brother  Hoyt  Grant  by  Elder  Kenneth  G. 
Frost. 

Shortly  after  the  service  an  inspiring  and  uplifting 
missionary  meeting  was  held.  The  first  part  of  the 
meeting  was  devoted  to  the  business  end  of  our  mis¬ 
sionary  activities,  and  the  remainder  was  spent  in 
testimony  bearing  by  the  missionaries.  The  following 
experience  was  related  by  Sister  Jennette  Davidson 
while  bearing  her  testimony:  "While  I  was  in  the 
hospital  with  malaria,  I  became  very  ill.  My  fever 
was  nearly  burning  me  up,  and  I  was  just  gasping 
for  breath.  President  McBride  and  President  Crolley 
came  in  and  administered  to  me.  While  President 
McBride  was  sealing  the  annointing,  I  could  feel  my¬ 
self  being  nearly  lifted  off  from  the  bed.  President 
McBride  said  that  he  could  hardly  keep  his  feet  on  the 
floor  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  so  strong.  I  can  truly 
say  that  the  Lord  will  heal  us  through  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Priesthood.  Also  I  know  just  what  it  is 
to  depend  upon  the  Lord  for  the  next  breath  of  life." 

WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT Kermit  M. 
Redd,  President. 

When  missionaries  are  sent  into  the  world  to  pro¬ 
claim  our  message,  they  are  told  not  to  contend  with 
anyone.  But  to  go  in  the  spirit  of  love  and  humility 
and  teach  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  The  wisdom  of 
this  was  shown  at  one  of  our  recent  street  meetings. 
Five  Elders  were  present.  After  each  of  us  had  given 
a  short  talk  on  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel  and  had 
borne  our  testimonies,  we  were  ready  to  close  our 
meeting  when  a  gentleman  in  the  audience  asked  if 
he  might  say  a  few  words.  We  permitted  him,  not 
knowing  what  he  might  say.  Here  are  his  remarks, 
"Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  want  to  testify  to  what  these 
young  men  said.  They  have  spoken  the  truth  and  I 
know  that  they  are  servants  of  God.  I  have  acquainted 
myself  with  the  Latter-day  Saint  people  and  their 
teachings  and  I  know  they  speak  the  truth."  He  was 
an  Evangelist  Minister. 

Two  weeks  ago  while  Elders  Kermit  Redd  and  Dale  G. 
Hardman  were  in  the  country,  we  were  made  to 
realize  the  value  of  the  Home  Sunday  Service.  One 
was  left  in  a  home  some  time  ago.  When  we  visited 
the  home  one  lady  that  had  been  attending  each  Sun¬ 
day  requested  Baptism.  She  informed  us  that  with 
the  aid  of  the  Service  she  was  converted  to  Mormon- 
ism.  We  welcome  Sister  Baughman  into  the  fold.  We 
also  had  the  opportunity  of  organizing  a  Sunday 
School  of  about  25  members  as  a  result  of  the  Home 
Sunday  Service. 


Elders  Kenneth  P.  Simmons  and  A.  Eldon  West  who 
are  laboring  in  Spartanburg  are  doing  a  fine  work. 
They  have  a  number  of  real  live  investigators  and  by 
having  their  work  well  organized  they  are  accomplish¬ 
ing  a  great  deal.  They  have  recently  organized  a  Pri¬ 
mary  in  the  home  of  one  of  their  investigators. 

Elders  Glenn  L.  Boyden  and  Joseph  A.  Anderson 
from  Rock  Hill  report  that  they  have  a  very  en¬ 
thusiastic  M.I.A.  A  number  of  non-members  are  at¬ 
tending.  Sisters  Laile  McNiel  and  Margaret  Melvin, 
laboring  in  Winnsboro  are  finding  that  an  outline 
given  to  the  missionaries  by  former  Mission  President 
Richards  is  adding  much  to  the  joy  of  their  work. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  local  district  presi¬ 
dency,  the  district  is  enjoying  some  very  ou!stand:ng 
and  instructive  union  meetings.  The  Saints  are  proving 
their  love  for  this  great  work  by  traveling  great  dis¬ 
tances  to  attend  the  union  meetings.  The  past  two  have 
been  so  well  attended  that  the  chapel  in  Gaffney 
was  filled  to  capacity  with  officers  and  teachers. 

We  are  happy  to  have  the  mission  building  super¬ 
visor,  Elder  Stanley  W.  Robertshaw,  in  our  district 
At  the  present  he  is  in  Gaffney  remodeling  the  chapel 
there. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  are  very  grateful  for 
our  many  blessings  and  for  the  good  feeling  that  exists 
in  the  district. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Cora  Francis  Griffin,  from  Escalante,  Utah,  to  Fla.  Dish 
Mary  Tryor,  from  Tempe,  Arizona,  to  Mississippi  Dist. 
Elmer  Comeman  Madsen,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Fla.  D. 
A.  Ross  Flake,  from  Randolph,  Ariz.,  to  So.  Ga.  Dist. 
Wayne  E.  Carroll,  from  Blanding,  U.  to  So.  Carolina. 
Wayne  R.  Brown,  from  Ashurst,  Arizona,  to  No.  Miss.  D. 
Steven  C.  Brown,  from  Eager,  Ariz.,  to  So.  Ga.  Dist. 
Russell  D.  Zetterower,  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  West 
South  Carolina  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Kenneth  P.  Simmons,  from  Alabama  to  West  So.  Car. 
Clifford  Blackham,  from  Alabama  D.  to  Mission  Office. 
Christine  Whitsell,  from  Miss.  Dist.  to  Georgia  Dist. 
Leone  Christenson,  from  Miss.  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Lillie  Deaton,  from  Georgia  Dist.,  to  Mississippi  District. 
Marianna  Hobson,  from  Folrida  D.  to  So.  Georgia  D. 
Olean  E.  Adams  from  North  Miss,  to  Florida  District. 
Joseph  N.  Gunderson,  So.  Georgia  to  Florida  District. 
Wm.  Melfin  Packer,  from  Florida  Dist.  to  Alabama  D. 
F.  Wayne  Bell,  from  W.  So.  Caorlina  to  Alabama  D. 
Clinton  McDaniel,  from  No.  Alabama  to  So.  Car.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENT 

Clifford  Blackham -Supervisor  of  Y.M. M.I.A.  and  Di- 
recort  of  Fairs. 

RELEASES 

Beth  Atkins,  of  So.  Georgia  Dist.  — Home,  Tooele,  U‘ah. 
Kenneth  G.  Frost,  of  So.  Carolina -Home,  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

Hilda  Wilkes,  of  West  Fla. -Home,  Society  Hill,  S.  C. 

L.  KAY  GUYMON,  Mission  Secretary. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  T.  TEW,  Jr.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT:  -  Don  C.  Loveland,  President. 

"Let  us  beware  of  losing  our  enthusiasm.  Let  us 
ever  strive  to  retain  our  admiration  for  all  that  would 
ennoble,  and  our  interest  in  all  that  would  enrich  and 
beautify  our  life  and  the  lives  of  others." 

The  theme  of  our  recent  conference  "The  visitation  of 
the  Angel  Moroni  and  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon"  accomplished  the  very  purpose  contained 
in  the  above  quotation.  It  awakened  our  love  and 
enthusiasm  for  the  book  which  is  ennobling  and  beauti¬ 
fying  our  lives  and  bringing  us  in  closer  communion 
with  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  Sisters  Merlene 
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Tew  and  Ellen  Cahoon  laboring  in  Charlottesville, 
have  been  accorded  the  opportunity  of  giving  this 
glorious  message  to  the  world  through  a  fifteen  min¬ 
ute  broadcast  at  10  o'clock  each  Monday  morning. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT Don  G.  Lee, 
President. 

The  month  of  September  finishes  the  summer  work 
for  this  district.  Through  concentrated  efforts  the 
Elders  have  been  able  to  reach  and  contact  nearly  every 
isolated  family  on  our  record.  We  feel  that  our 
efforts  have  not  been  in  vain,  for  in  the  last  month 
twenty-one  children  of  God  entered  in  thorugh  the 
straight  and  narrow  way.  Two  Home  Sunday  Schools 
have  been  started  this  month,  making  a  total  of  10 
Home  Sunday  Schools  in  this  district.  We  are  in 
hopes  that  they  will  grow  from  one  and  two  class 
Sunday  Schools  into  fully  organzied  branches. 

President  Tew  made  a  hurried  business  trip  to  this 
district  before  leaving  for  Conference  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  holding  one  meeting  at  McMechen  and  one  at 
Fairmont.  The  missionaries  are  now  preparing  for 
winter  work,  and  they  realize  that  they  are  under  special 
obligations  to  keep  themselves  fit  before  the  Lord, 
for  they  are  chosen  witnesses  for  him  and  his  work. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT  :-D.  K.  Schiess, 
President. 

The  proper  use  of  time  is  a  very  important  factor 
in  the  success  of  a  missionary.  When  his  time  is 
idly  spent  the  results  are  dissatisfaction.  The  proper 
use  of  time  produces  contentment  and  joy  to  the  one 
who  applies  himself  in  an  efficient  manner.  It  mat¬ 
ters  not  how  long  we  live  but  how.  One  capable 
writer  has  expressed  his  sentiments  in  this  way:  "One 
of  man's  greatest  crimes  is  his  failure  to  utilize  every 
moment  in  building  his  character  and  intellect."  It 
has  well  been  said  that  opportunity  knocks  but  once.  If 
we  fail  to  realize  or  hear  the  knock  due  to  our  own 
unalertness  she  passes  us  up  and  may  never  return.  In 
this  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  we  must  not  let 
lime  slip  idly  by.  We  are  watchmen  warning  the 
house  of  Israel  and  calling  to  them  to  renew  their 
covenants  with  their  Maker.  The  period  alloted  us  to 
do  this  is  very  short.  We  must  labor  diligently  and 
make  our  moments  count  so  that  we  might  be  able 
to  stand  the  lest  of  adversity  and  reward.  Let  us 
resolve  to  use  our  time  in  a  manner  to  benefit  our 
brethren  for  he  that  lighteth  another's  way,  lighteth 
his  own  also. 

The  West  Virginia  South  District  is  making  great 
strides.  As  we  look  over  our  summer  work  we  find 
that  many  friends  and  investigators  have  been  made 
by  the  devoted  effort  of  the. missionaries  of  the  district. 
We  feel  that  in  the  strength  of  the  Mormon  position 
we  can  go  on  unto  still  greater  heights. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Orval  Mecham,  Pres. 

The  past  month  has  been  ideal  for  missionary 
labors,  with  fair  weather  for  visiting  and  travel.  The 
missionaries  of  the  West  Kentucky  District,  express 
their  joy  for  the  opportunity  they  have  to  engage  in 
such  a  glorious  cause,  and  are  striving  through  many 
channels  to  give  to  others  the  truths  which  have  been 
revealed  in  these  latter  times.  With  the  help  of 
modem  methods  of  today  we  are  attracting  the 
interest  of  many  intelligent  and  prominent  people. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  befoie  men,  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." -Matt.  5:16.  Comments  made  by  a  well 
cultured  and  prominent  undertaker,  at  the  funeral  of  a 
departed  brother  brought  us  to  a  more  perfect  and 
complete  realization  of  the  significance  of  these  words. 
He  said  the  best  test  of  a  church  is  by  the  fruit  it 
bears.  He  also  said  that  he  had  during  the  last  20 
years,  made  friendly  acquaintances  with  many  fine 
young  men  that  were  engaged  in  the  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionary  corps,  had  watched  them  come  and  go,  two 
by  two,  and  out  of  the  entire  group  not  one  had 
left  a  bad  name  in  the  little  community  of  Bradfords- 
ville.  This  stands  as  a  testimony,  he  said,  that  the 
Church  they  represent  has  qualified  in  this  test,  and  the 


lives  that  these  young  people  live  prove  to  a  great 
extent  the  validity  of  the  doctrine  they  teach. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Elders  K.  L.  Unsworth  and  H 
L.  Adams  a  new  branch  of  the  M.I.A.  has  recently 
been  organized.  We  wish  to  extend  our  congratulations 
to  all  who  are  taking  part  in  helping  to  make  this 
new  step  in  the  Bradfordsville  Branch  a  big  success. 

An  excellent  three  act  play  was  staged  by  the 
young  people  of  the  Bradfordsville  Branch  during  the 
last  week  of  September.  It  was  a  marked  success  and 
was  indicative  of  the  results  which  can  be  produced 
through  cooperative  effort  in  the  M.I.A. 

Elders  L.  E.  Mikesell  and  Boyd  Crabtree  are  finishing 
up  their  summer's  work  in  Muklenburg  County  and  will 
soon  be  ready,  along  with  the  other  missionaries  of 
the  district,  to  enter  winter  work. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

Mormonism  is  the  unfolding  of  life's  great  per¬ 
plexing  questions.  As  we  consider  the  many  factors 
that  go  to  make  for  eternal  happiness,  we  may  compare 
it's  influence  upon  our  life  with  a  beautiful  flower. 
The  more  we  nourish  and  cultivate  this  beautiful  form 
of  life  the  more  beautiful  it  becomes.  We  appreciate 
it's  array  of  gorgeous  colors,  and  we  are  determined 
to  make  our  life  similar  to  it.  And  so  we  mold  our 
character  by  partaking  of  the  eternal  truths  which 
Mormonism  embraces  and  by  applying  these  truths 
in  our  lives,  we  become  possessors  of  a  beautiful  life 
philosophy. 

We  enjoyed  the  spiritual  instructions  of  a  two- 
sesion  conference  at  North  Cut  Cove.  In  attendance 
were  President  and  Sister  Wm.  Tew,  Jr.,  Helen  Tew, 
Chloe  Winger  and  all  the  district  missionaries  along 
with  Sister  Virginia  Riches  who  rendered  several 
beautiful  solos  at  each  session.  Many  friends  and  mem¬ 
bers  came  from  far  and  near. 

Elders  E.  J.  Whiting  and  R.  S.  Corbridge  toured  the 
district  and  held  conference  sessions  in  several  centers. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT  :-Le  Roy  Waite,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"Wherefore  He  saith,  awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and 
arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light." 
—  Eph.  5:14.  In  the  sermon  containing  this  quotation 
the  Apostle  Paul  exhorted  the  Saints  to  a  realization  of 
what  is  the  will  of  the  Lord.  Shall  we  think  it  suf¬ 
ficient  to  accept  his  servant,  Joseph  Smith  as  a  pro¬ 
phet  of  the  Living  God  without  inquiring  as  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  he  bore?  Let  us  plead  our  cause  to  the  world 
of  sin  and  perhaps  our  efforts  will  bring  light  to 
the  blind  and  joy  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  see. 

Summer  work  was  brought  to  a  close  with  the  ending 
of  this  month's  schedule  of  activity.  It  has  been  a 
joy  to  have  the  privilege  of  brightening  the  homes  of 
isolated  members  with  a  Gospel  message  after  years  of 
seclusion.  It  is  joyous  to  observe  the  effect  of 
Gospel  truth  to  the  hungry  soul  of  a  righteous  man. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT Wendell  D. 
Leavitt,  President. 

On  the  17th  and  18th,  President  Wm.  T.  Tew  and 
Sister  Tew  attended  a  conference  in  Goldsboro,  where 
much  timely  instruction  was  given.  A  large  crowd 
was  in  attendance,  coming  from  various  parts  of  East¬ 
ern  Corolina.  Local  missionary  work  was  stressed; 
this  work  we  feel  is  coming  rapidly  towards  the  front. 
During  the  month  of  August,  115  hours  were  spent 
trading,  61  hours  visiting  investigators,  966  tracts  and 
292  pamphlets  were  distributed,  and  41  meetings  were 
held. 

On  September  20,  a  conference  was  held  at  Mt. 
Zion  and  then  Pres.  Tew  and  company  continued  on 
to  Wilmington.  In  Wilmington  on  the  21st  and  22nd 
an  M.I.A.  convention  was  held.  Brother  Axel  Madsen 
of  the  Y.M. M.I.A  general,  board  and  Sister  Verna  W. 
Goddard  of  the  Y.W. M.I.A.  superintendency  were  pres¬ 
ent  and  gave  some  fine  instructions  on  Mutual  Im¬ 
provement  work.  This  is  the  first  time  M.  I.  A.  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Salt  Lake  City  have  visited  the  mis- 
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sion  and  we  feel  this  work  is  going  to  be  greatly 
improved  this  winter.  Sister  Virginia  Riches,  Y.W. 
M.I.A.  supervisor  of  the  mission  was  also  present  and 
thrilled  the  audience  with  her  timely  advice  and  her 
lovely  singing. 

Elder  Carolfon  C.  Cope  had  the  privilege  of  taking 
the  following  people  into  the  waters  of  baptism: 

Evie  Mary  Bradley,  Ruby  Lou  Griffin,  Ruby  Hellen 
Bailey,  Edith  Jean  Bailey  and  Edsel  Wimberley  Sholar. 
We  wish  to  cammend  these  people  for  the  step  they 
have  taken,  and  may  they  continue  on  in  pursuit  of 
righteousness. 

Summer  work  is  drawing  to  a  close.  The  mission¬ 
aries  have  been  assigned  to  their  cities  for  winter 
work. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

In  the  balance  sheet  of  business  or  of  life  it  is 
the  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  that  indicates  pros¬ 
perity  or  success. 

In  the  mission  field  we  have  as  assets:  the  Gospel 
of  truth/  the  right  to  the  ministrations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  two  years  in  which  to  lay  aside  the  petty 
things  of  a  worldly  nature  and  embrace  the  atmosphere 
of  a  life  devoted  exclusively  to  things  of  the  Spirit. 
Here  we  have  no  other  "attraction”  or  objective, 
than  to  consecrate  these  two  years  to  undivided  ser¬ 
vice  for  our  Redeemer.  We  also  enjoy  the  complete 
confidence  of  our  presiding  authorities  and  the  solid 
backing  of  the  members  of  the  Church.  Loved  ones  at 
home  sacrifice  daily  for  our  temporal  well-being  and 
their  prayers  are  continually  ascending  to  our  Father 
to  guide  and  protect  us. 

Even  without  all  these  assets,  is  not  the  sincere  de¬ 
votion  to  and  love  of  the  Gospel  and  the  missionaries, 
as  demonstrated  by  our  beloved  Saints  out  here, 
enough  to  more  than  balance  the  sheet  and  justify  the 
perfect  joy  that  is  in  the  soul  of  .every  missionary? 

Let  there  be  no  such  liabilities  as :  an  aimless  two 
years  of  mere  existing  — detrimental  to  the  Church,  a 
source  of  discouragement  to  companions,  a  reproach 
to  be  siezed  upon  by  "evil  eyes  and  wagging  tongues" 
and  a  disappointment  to  our  loving  parents  whose  all 
is  built  on  us. 

How  will  our  inventory  look  fellow  laborers?  What 
shall  we  find  when  we  check  up  at  the  end,  a  con¬ 
tinued  empty  mission;  or  a  flaming  joy  in  achive- 
ment?  It  is  up  to  us. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS. 

Robert  Bernard  Mecham,  Jr.,  from  Moab,  U.  to  W.  Ky. 
Hiram  Wilford  Bigelow,  from  Douglas,  Ariz.,  to  W.  Va. 
South. 

Donald  Wilson  Davis,  from  Carey,  Ida.  to  N.  C.  West. 
William  Bach  Anderson,  from  Woodruff,  U.,  to  E.  Tenn. 
Myma  Black,  from  Antimony,  U.  to  West  Tennessee. 
TRANSFERS 

Cecil  Robert  Bishop,  from  W.  Tenn.  to  Virginia  E. 
Shirl  P.  Morrill,  from  W.  Va.  So.  to  W.  Tennessee. 
Hannah  Valgardson,  from  Va.  E.  to  No.  C.  West. 
Emma  Kendell,  from  Virginia  E.  to  Tennessee  East. 
Verona  Houghton,  from  N.  Carolina  E.  to  W.  Virginia  S. 
Lena  Page,  from  E.  Tennessee,  to  W.  Va.  So. 

John  G.  Haddock,  from  Va.  E.  to  W.  Va.  No. 

Ferrell  Thomas,  from  W.  Tennessee  to  W.  Va.  So. 
Mildred  Patten,  from  Office  to  East  Tennessee. 
Hubert  C.  Lambert,  from  N.  C.  East  to  W.  Tennessee. 
Oswald  Sims,  from  W.  Tennessee  to  N.  C.  East. 

Owen  J.  Barton,  from  Tennessee  E.  to  Virginia  East. 
R.  O.  Bodily,  from  N.  C.  W.  to  W.  Va.  So. 

Ralph  Patterson,  from  W.  Va.  So.  to  West  Tennessee. 

Elon  V.  Smith,  from  W.  Va.  So.  to  Tennessee  East. 
Helen  Tew,  from  East  Tennessee  to  N.  Carolina  East. 
Chloe  Winger,  from  E.  Tennessee,  to  N.  Carolina  East. 
Marion  Forsythe,  from  E.  Tennesse  to  N.  Carolina  West. 
Owen  Cox,  from  Mission  Headquarters  to  W.  Va.  So. 
Morris  Jensen  and  Feme  Jensen,  from  W.  Va.  No.  to 
Virginia  East. 


APPOINTMENTS 

J.  G.  Haddock  — President  of  Fairmont  Branch,  W.  Va.  N. 
Hubert  C.  Lambert  — President  of  Nashville  Branch,  W. 
Tennessee. 

Morris  Jensen —  President  of  Petersburg  Branch,  Va.  E. 
Don  C.  Loveland  —  President  of  Virginia  East  District. 
Wallace  Wightman- President  of  W.  Tennessee  Dist. 
Rodney  S.  Corbridge -President  of  E.  Tennessee  Dist. 
Elder  J.  Robert  Busweli  appointed  Mission  Super¬ 
visor  of  Y.M. M.I.A.  and  Traveling  Mission  Represen¬ 
tative  to  assist  in  the  perfecting  of  mission  records. 
RELEASES 

Douglas  Coy  Miles,  of  Va.  E.  — Home,  Baker  Oregon. 
Leota  Matkin,  of  N.  C.  West  — Home,  Swan  Lake,  Idaho. 
Rosa  Barfus,  of  W.  Tenn.  — Home,  Bancroft,  Idaho. 
Rubye  Dudley,  of  W.  Va.  S.  — Home,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
Edna  Alvey,  of  W.  Va.  So.  — Home,  Escalante,  Utah. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Carlos  W.  Slone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  beautiful  and  untiring  story  of  the  restoration 
has  furnished  material  for  untold  Gospel  sermons  during 
the  last  108  years.  Missionaries  have  found  that  a 
choice  spot  to  publish  these  glad  tidings  is  on  the 
street  corner.  Although  there  is  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
fusion  we  still  preach,  realizing  the  importance  of  our 
message. 

From  Elders  Leland  Peterson  and  William  Walsh, 
who  are  laboring  in  Marshall,  Texas,  we  quote,  "Our 
daily  street  meeting  has  finally  borughi  us  a  reward 
of  a  few  but  attentive  listeners."  Elders  Clayton 
Stout  and  George  Talbot,  who  are  laboring  in  -Kilgore 
say:  "In  spite  of  the  noise  of  the  oil  well  drills,  we 
have  managed  to  sell  a  few  Books  of  Mormon,  obtain 
a  few  conversations  and  pass  out  lots  of  literature." 

The  sisters  of  Dallas  and  Waco  are  cooperating  with 
the  Elders  and  taking  their  turn  at  the  street  pulpit 
during  the  regular  street  meetings  each  night. 

Under  the  auspice  of  the  Church  Department  of 
Education,  the  Kelsey  school  opened  its  doors  Sep¬ 
tember  3. 

The  following  were  baptized  during  September: 
Billy  Joe  Knight,  Geraldine  Gibson,  Cecil  Junior  Mus- 
grove. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston  Texas. 

It  seems  that  we  have  to  taste  some  of  the  bitter 
to  enjoy  the  sweet.  Both  are  experienced  in  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  We  quote  the  following  from  a  new 
Elder  who  had  been  suffering  from  a  physical  malady. 
"We  held  a  meeting  last  night  at  the  Christian  Army 
Chapel.  We  had  30  present.  After  the  meeting  was 
over,  we  had  a  hard  time  getting  the  people  to  go 
home.  We  sold  a  copy  of  'The  Articles  of  Faith' 
and  loaned  five  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon."  If 
we  look  for  the  good  in  life  it  over-balances  the 
bad  almost  every  time. 

Elders  Webb  and  Tippets  report:  "We  held  another 
one  of  those  two-hundred-people  street  meetings  last 
Saturday.  We  had  the  corners  packed  on  all  sides  of 
us." 

From  Elders  Jensen  and  Langston  we  quote:  "Today 
a  gentleman  saw  our  L.  D.  S.  sign  and  asked  if  we 
were  Mormons.  He  said  he  had  read  some  of  'Pratt's 
Works'  and  found  it  to  be  the  only  literature  he  had 
ever  read  that  agreed  with  the  Bible.  He  said  that 
if  a  branch  was  ever  organized  in  Brownwood  to  let 
him  know  because  he  was  sure  we  had  the  true 
Gospel." 

The  other  day,  after  Elders  Holt  and  Wozab  had 
traded  a  block  ahead  of  him,  Elder  Packer  heard  a 
gentleman  talking  to  his  next  door  neighbor.  He 
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asked  his  neighbor  if  the  two  young  men  had  left 
a  book  with  her.  The  lady  replied  that  they  had  not 
and  that  they  would  have  to  do  some  high-powered 
selling  to  get  her  to  take  one  of  the  books,  to  which 
the  man  replied,  "Those  two  young  men  are  Mor¬ 
mons  and  what  they  have  to  offer  is  free.  Surely 
you  couldn't  go  wrong  by  reading  their  literature. 
The  fact  that  they  are  out  on  their  own  expense  is 
sufficient  evidence  that  there  must  be  something  *o 
their  message." 

A  Mutual  Improvement  Association  was  organized 
in  the  Fort  Worth  Branch  the  first  of  the  month.  We 
believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  organizations  in  the 
Texas  Mission. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: —  Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  companionship  and  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  felt  by  missionaries  may  times  during  the 
course  of  their  labors.  A  remarkable  occurance  of 
such  is  recorded  by  Elders  Melson  L.  Karren  and  V. 
La  Mar  Oleson. 

"We  arrived  at  Phelps  the  morning  of  the  sixth  with 
intentions  of  holding  a  couple  of  meetings  and  track¬ 
ing  a  day  or  two.  But  something  seemed  wrong  to  us, 
and  we  were  very  dissatisfied  with  this  plan  and  felt 
that  we  should  not  remain  there. 

"As  a  result,  we  agreed  to  go  on  to  Groveton,  50 
miles  away.  We  had  great  success  in  obtaining  trans¬ 
portation  to  our  destination  and  arrived  there  at  1 
p.m.  Much  to  our  surprise,  we  learned  of  the  death 
ol  one  of  our  members,  and  that  the  funeral  was  to  be 
held  at  2:30.  We  knew  then  why  we  were  not  con¬ 
tent  at  Phelps. 

"The  relatives  of  the  deceased  man  had  tried  to 
make  contact  with  the  office  and  obtain  Elders,  but 

for  some  reason  had  not  been  able  to  do  so.  They  had 
then  arranged  to  have  the  services  conducted  by  the 
local  Baptist  Minister,  which  was  done  but  we  Elders 
did  the  speaking. 

"It  was  a  joy  to  teach  the  principles  of  the  restored 
Gospel  on  this  occasion.  We  were  treated  with  ut¬ 
most  respect  by  all  people  and  especially  by  the 

Minister. 

"After  returning  to  the  home  of  the  family  we  wero 
engaged  in  the  answering  of  questions  put  to  us  b/ 
friends  of  the  family  concerning  salvation  for  thi 

dead,  the  resurrection,  and  other  principles  of  the 

Gospel.  We  loaned  one  Book  of  Mormon." 

Country  work  is  still  continuing  with  much  profit 
in  three  localities  in  the  district,  and  it  is  here  that 
most  success  is  had  in  holding  meetings  and  distribut¬ 
ing  literature. 

Baptisms  this  month:  Lena  Reed,  Thelma  Reed,  Marvin 
Carter,  Escar  Goins,  and  Fred  Cryer. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  James  R.  Bettridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

President,  Bettridge,  reports  the  following  of  his 

trip  from  Austin  to  San  Antonio:  "I  was  privileged 
to  ride  with  a  gentleman  who  was  a  dealer  in  college 
and  university  text  books.  This  gentleman  for  a  good 
many  years  has  had  contact  with  the  greatest  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  of  America,  and  had  thus  been 
enabled  to  meet  many  learned  men.  During  the  course 
of  our  conversation  he  stated  that  the  Moimon  people 
had  the  greatest  thirst  for  education  and  gaining  knowl¬ 
edge  of  any  people  he  had  ever  contacted,  and  that  the 
officials  of  the  Church  ranked  with  the  greatest  edu¬ 
cators  and  statesmen  of  the  country.  He  further  said: 

'My  very  first  impression  of  the  Mormon  people  was 
obtained  while  riding  the  train  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
Or  this  train  were  some  leading  statesman  on  their  way 
to  Washington  as  congress  was  about  to  convene. 
Some  noisy  children  were  disturbing  everyone  aboard, 
making  the  trip  disagreeable.  In  return  the  child¬ 
ren  received  strange  looks  from  everyone  with  the 
exception  of  one  gentleman.  This  man  called  the 
children  to  him  and  after  a  short  talk  with  them,  he 
arose  and  went  to  the  other  end  of  the  train  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  drink  of  water  for  them.  At  this  the  child¬ 


ren  seemed  to  take  quite  a  liking  to  him  and  soon  their 
loud  voices  died  down  and  they  were  listening  very 
attentively  to  a  story  he  was  telling  them.  Everyone 
marvelled  at  his  kindness  and  his  tactful  way  of  handl¬ 
ing  children.  I  was  very  desirous  of  meeting  this  man 
as  he  seemed  to  possess  such  a  great  understanding 
of  human  nature.  I  approached  him  and  upon  in¬ 
troducing  myself  he  welcomed  me  very  heartily  with 
a  cordial  handshake  and  told  me  he  was  Senator  Reed 
Smoot  from  Utah.  The  remainder  of  the  trip  was 
very  enjoyable.  We  had  a  lengthy  discussion  in  re¬ 
lation  to  man  and  his  purpose  here  on  earth.  Since 
that  time  in  my  recent  contacts  with  the  late  Dr. 
Talmage,  J.  Reuben  Clark,  and  Dr.  Widtsoe  and  other 
great  men  of  your  Church,  I  realize  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  cannot  possibly  be  based  on  ignorance  and  super- 
stitution.  Though  these  men  are  of  high  rating,  it 
has  not  taken  from  them  their  love  for  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  nor  has  it  exalted  them  above  a  plain 
simple  life.'  " 

Mutual  Improvement  Associations  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  in  Austin,  San  Antonio  and  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley.  All  three  are  being  very  well  attended. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sympathy  to  the  Bell  family 
who  are  bereaved  at  the  passing  of  their  mother, 
Sister  Cora  Bell,  of  San  Antonio.  The  same  sympathy 
is  also  extended  to  the  loved  ones  of  Brother  Wil¬ 
liam  Kendrick  Petty  of  Belton,  Texas.  We  ask  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  to  attend  them  in  their  hour 
of  need. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  H.  March- 
ant,  President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse  that 
there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now 
herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open 
you  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you  out  a  bles- 
ing  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive 
it."  —  Malachi  3:10. 

Elder  Charles  H.  Marchant  reports  the  following: 
"While  visiting  with  Brother  A.  V.  Clark  at  Vowell's 
Mill,  La.,  we  walked  out  to  look  at  his  crops.  I 
noticed  that  they  were  better  than  those  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  so  I  asked  him  to  what  he  attributed  such  a  con¬ 
dition.  He  said,  'I  believe  that  my  crops  are  better 
because  I  pay  tithing.  Truly  the  Lord  has  opened  the 
windows  of  heaven  in  my  behalf  and  poured  me  out 
a  blessing.'  There  have  been  many  incidents  of  this 
nature  reported  throughout  the  district  proving  that 
the  Lord  is  the  best  paymaster." 

Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and  Arden  J.  Wilcox  have  been 
holding  some  well  attended  meetings  in  the  country 
over  the  week  ends.  They  report  much  interest  in  the 
Gospel  by  those  whom  they  have  contacted. 

Sisters  Tanner  and  Ence  are  holding  regular  meet¬ 
ings  in  the  afternoons.  Very  much  good  is  being  done 
in  Alexandria  under  the  able  direction  of  the  Sisters. 

The  following  have  entered  the  fold  through  bap¬ 
tism:  Portor  A.  Buckelew,  Helen  Grey  Malone,  and 
Myrtis  Margie  Pardue.  May  they  have  success  and 
happiness  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Great  is  our  cause  to  rejoice  as  we  come  to  the 
close  of  another  month,  which  has  been  spent  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  of  peace  unto  the  people  of  the  South 
Louisiana  District.  We  missionaries  are  indeed  grate¬ 
ful  unto  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  our  continued  health 
and  strength  and  also  for  the  many  other  blessings  that 
we  enjoy. 

"How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the 
gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good 
things!"  — Romans  10:15. 

Much  joy  has  come  to  the  Elders  who  have  spent 
the  summer  months  publishing  good  tidings  of  peace 
unto  the  people  of  the  country.  A  great  deal  of  good 
has  been  accomplished  by  their  efforts.  Many  of  the 
lost  members  have  been  located  and  made  to  rejoice 
by  hearing  again  the  message  of  salvation  from  the  lips 
of  the  servants  of  God. 
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There  is  a  proverb  which  says,  "You  can'*  tell 
what  the  contents  of  a  book  is  by  looking  at  its 
cover."  So  it  may  be  said  of  the  people  whom  we 
meet.  We  cannot  tell  how  much  their  souls  yearn  to 
hear  the  true  and  everlasting  Gospel  just  by  looking 
at  the  house  in  which  they  live. 

Sisters  Tait  and  Ferrell  report  the  following:  "While 
trading  we  met  a  lady  who  was  not  at  all  cordial,  but 
we  managed  to  leave  with  her  a  Book  of  Mormon.  We 
called  agairy  later  and  she  showed  great  interest  in 
the  book.  She  made  this  statement,  'I  really  didn't 
understand  why  the  Fall  of  Adam  or  why  we  must 
have  opposition  until  I  read  the  Book  of  Mormon.  That 
makes  it  so  plain.'  She  said  that  she  thought  baptism 
for  the  dead  was  just  a  natural  thing;  that  she  be¬ 
lieved  it  only  right  that  God  would  give  every  one 
a  chance  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  relatives  and 
friends  of  Sister  Asleane  Windham  Moss  whose  fun¬ 
eral  was  recently  held  at  the  Independence  Cemeiary. 

Four  more  souls  have  been  united  with  the  Church 
through  the  waters  of  baptism:  Evelyn  Mitchell,  Willie 
Mae  Nichols,  William  Henry  Nicol,  and  Cherry  Melon- 
con.  May  they  continue  on  to  greater  works  and  en¬ 
joy  full  companionship  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

TRANSFERS 

F.  Wayne  Bushman,  from  So.  Texas  to  So.  La. 

Vernon  Moon,  from  So.  Texas  to  So.  Louisiana. 

Alfred  W.  Bush,  from  So.  La.  to  No.  Louisiana. 

Ellsworth  Chamberlain,  from  East  Texas  to  So.  Texas. 
A.  E.  Dilworth,  from  So.  Louisiana  to  So.  Texas. 
Melvin  D.  Rogers,  So.  Texas  to  So.  Louisiana. 

RELEASE 

Bert  H.  Cowlishaw  of  So.  Texas -Home,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  Mission  President 

RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT  :-J.  Norris  Larsen,  President, 
715  Westminister  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

"Study  to  ahew  thyself  approved  unto  God,-  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing 
the  word  of  truth." 

The  missionaries  of  the  Rhode  Island  District  feel 
these  words  of  Paul  to  Timothy  are  good  advice  to 
any  person  no  matter  what  age  he  may  live  in  and 
we  are  trying  to  make  these  words  a  reality. 

Elders  Dean  R.  Bingham  and  Jay  H.  Henderson  have 
moved  back  into  Fall  River  again  after  laboring  all 
summer  in  Washington,  R.  I.  They  report  the  sum¬ 
mer's  work  as  very  profitable,  having  sold  and  loaned 
several  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  also  given 
several  slide  lectures.  Some  of  the  contacts  thev  have 
made  show  a  real  interest  in  the  restored  Gospel. 

Miles  Richard  Burns,  son  of  Sister  Olive  H.  Burns  of 
Milleville,  Mass,  was  baptized  into  the  Church  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6ih,  by  Elder  Earl  Williams. 

This  entire  district  was  hit  heavily  by  the  recent 
New  England  hurricane.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
none  of  the  missionaries  received  any  harm  or  ac¬ 
cident  from  it. 

Several  of  the  Saints  suffered  considerable  property 
damage,  but  no  loss  of  life  or  injury  is  known  for 
which  we  are  most  grateful. 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia. 

Our  one  great  desire  in  this  life  is  to  work  out  our 
salvation  that  we  might  be  worthy  to  inherit  eternal 
life.  Since  service  to  others  is  one  of  the  finer  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Gospel  and  the  means  of  bringing  joy  into 
our  lives,  let  us  strive  to  help  others  gain  a  knowledge 
of  God  that  they  too  might  inherit  eternal  life. 

Elders  Richards  and  Banks  have  been  privileged  to 
give  several  illustrated  lectures  in  Windsor,  Nova 


Scotia.  These  have  been  the  means  of  gaining  many 
new  friends,  and  of  presenting  the  Gospel  in  a  way 
which  does  not  bring  offensive  criticism. 

Elders  Johnson  and  Gibbons  have  made  many  friends 
by  visiting  other  churches  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

As  the  "Thanksgiving"  season  in  Canada  comes  in 
the  forepart  of  October  we  join  with  them  in  offering 
our  deep  appreciation  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
the  many  blessings  he  has  bestowed  upon  us. 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT: -Lamont  W.  Loveday, 
President,  48  Wildwood  Avenue,  Waiierbury,  Conn. 

It  was  only  a  small  group  that  gathered  on  the 
canal  bank  a  few  weeks  ago.  There  under  the  trees 
a  short  meeting  was  held  which  contributed  to  the 
sacred  ordinance  that  was  being  performed.  A  child, 
Thomas  Gene  Tromley,  was  baptized  by  Elder  Loveday. 

October  3rd  marked  a  beginning  for  a  new  page  in 
the  New  Haven  Branch  history.  The  M.I.A.  season 
was  officially  opened  by  an  evening  social.  Singing, 
playing  games,  and  refreshments,  all  contributed  to 
the  successful  opening.  Members  and  friends  left 
with  a  desire  to  return  again  next  week  and  voted 
for  the  suggested  program  that  has  been  outlined 
for  everyone's  participation.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  a  banner  year. 

At  a  recent  missionary  meeting  open  discussion  was 
held  and  ideas  suggested  for  improving  tracting  meth¬ 
ods.  Those  ideas  accepted  as  being  feasible,  were 
those  that  have  been  suggested,  outlined  and  tried  by 
our  Church  leaders.  The  missionaries  left  with  a  clearer 
picture  of  what  is  expected  of  them  and  a  desire  to 
improve  themselves  and  their  methods. 

Sisters  Smith  ancj  Loveland  of  New  Haven  and  Sisters 
West  and  Hacking  of  Hartford  report  that  with  the 
opening  of  schools,  Primaries  are  again  in  full  swing 
and  new  ones  are  being  organized. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT:  -  Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President,  32  Ellis  Road,  Swampscott,  Massachusetts. 

We  find  the  prejudice  in  this  District  is  being  bro¬ 
ken  down  to  a  great  extent.  Recently  Elders  Simmons 
and  Browning  were  invited  by  five  ministers  to  go  on 
an  outing  with  them  and  spend  the  day  as  their 
guests.  These  ministers  were  from  a  number  of  towns 
near  Andover  where  these  Elders  work.  Elder  Simmons 
sings  with  the  Andover  Male  Choir.  This  choir  was 
the  winner  of  the  New  England  territory  in  contest 
work  last  year.  Elder  Simmons  is  making  many  fine 
friends  in  and  through  this  organization. 

The  M.  I.  A.  program  has  been  put  into  effect  in 
Lynn  and  though  it  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
missionaries,  local  members  are  taking  the  positions  as 
officers.  This  is  not  the  first  time  the  M.  I.  A.  has 
been  had  here,  but  we  feel  we  are  going  to  have  a 
finer,  more  active  program,  than  ever  before.  We 
find  friends  will  come  out  to  these  meetings  who  won't 
come  out  to  the  regular  Sunday  meetings.  With  these 
additional  activities  the  members  of  this  district  have 
taken  new  spirit,  and  we  are  going  on  to  utilize  every 
opportunity. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
John  H.  Bjarnason,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  to  Portland, 
Maine. 

Donald  Rex  Anderson,  from  Springville,  U.  to  Lynn, 
Massachusetts. 

RELEASES 

Loile  J.  Bailey,  of  Maine  Dist.  — Home,  Monticello,  Ida. 
Rasmina  Jane  Samuelson,  of  Office  — Home,  San  Deigo, 
California. 

TRANSFERS 

Maeda  Murri,  from  Maine  Dist.  to  Office. 

La  Val  Clayton,  from  Office  to  Maine  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Jessie  M.  Higbee  —  Mission  Recorder,  Genealogical 
Supervisor,  Relief  Society  Secretary,  and  Y.W.M.I.A. 
Supervisor. 

Maeda  Murri  — Corresponding  Secretary  and  Primary1 
Supervisor. 

VIRGIL  B.  WHITING,  Mission  Secretary. 
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WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President, 

SCOTTSBLUFF  DISTRICT John  O.  Livesey,  President, 
Box  121  Scoiisbluff,  Nebraska. 

The  Scottsbluff  District  was  happy  to  visit  with 
several  of  the  Church  Authorities  who  were  guests  of 
the  Oregon  Trails  Association  Convention  held  in 
Scottsbluff,  ugust  21,  22,  and  23. 

Elder  George  Albert  Smith  and  President  and  Sister 
Seegmiller  arrived  in  Scottsbluff  Saturday,  August  20th. 
That  evening  a  missionary  report  meeting  was  held 
and  much  valuable  advice  and  instructions  were  re¬ 
ceived  from  Elder  Smith  and  President  Seegmiller. 

Sunday  morning  a  special  meeting  was  held  with  the 
Saints  and  the  general  public  at  which  time  Elder 
Howard  R.  Driggs  and  Elder  George  Albert  Smith 
spoke. 

The  Oregon  Trail  Association  convened  Monday 
morning  with  Prof.  Driggs,  president  of  the  Association 
and  a  member  of  the  Church  Sunday  School  Board,  in 
charge.  The  general  theme  of  the  convention  was 
"Marking  the  Trails."  The  missionaries  were  happy 
for  the  opportunity  of  attending  the  convention  meet¬ 
ings. 

Monday  afternoon  President  Heber  J.  Grant  and 
several  other  members  arrived  in  Scottsbluff  and  mo¬ 
tored  to  Northport,  Nebraska  where  a  Pioneer  Marker 
was  placed  on  an  old  "Brigham  Young  Camp  Site." 
President  Grant  spoke  at  this  dedication  /  Elder  Smith 
and  Elder  Driggs  also  spoke.  Monday  evening  the 
Church  authorities  attended  another  program  of  the 
organization. 

Tuesday  morning  a  service  was  held  at  the  grave  side 
of  Rebecca  Winters.  President  Grant,  Sister  Grant, 
members  of  the  family,  other  Church  Authorities,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  and  friends  were  in  attendance. 
President  Grant  gave  a  few  remarks  concerning  the 
life  of  Rebecca  Winters.  Elders  George  Albert  Simth 
and  Howard  R.  Driggs  were  the  other  speakers. 

Tuesday  evening,  August  23rd,  the  district  mis¬ 
sionaries  made  a  special  trip  to  Alliance,  Nebraska,  to 
attend  a  farewell  party  held  for  Elder  Harry  Winegar, 
who  had  been  called  on  a  short  term  mission  to  the 
Western  States  Mission. 

Elders  Rex  O.  Watson  and  Clifford  Sharp  were  moved 
from  Bridgeport,  Nebraska  to  Torrington,  Wyoming  on 
August  31st.  Since  that  lime  they  have  organized  a 
Relief  Society  and  Sunday  School  there  and  have  been 
very  active. 

The  Womens  Christian  Temperance  Union  held  a 
convention  at  Alliance,  Nebraska  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
October  fourth.  In  addition  to  the  many  members, 
ministers  of  the  various  denominations  in  the  town 
and  their  families  were  present.  An  invitation  was 
extended  for  a  lady  missionary  to  represent  the  Re¬ 
lief  Society  and  an  Elder  to  represent  the  Church. 
Sister  Larson  and  Elder  Livesey  accepted  the  invitation 
and  attended  the  convention  meeting  and  banquet. 
Both  were  given  an  opportunity  to  speak.  Sister 
Larson  spoke  on  the  Relief  Society  and  its  part  in 
temperance.  Elder  Livesey  spoke  on  the  program  being 
carried  on  in  the  Church  to  eliminate  the  use  of 
alcohol  and  tobacco. 

We  feel  the  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  fruitful  ac¬ 
tivity  in  this  district.  We  have  added  to  our  organiza¬ 
tions  this  year  a  Mutual  in  Scottsbluff,  Relief  Societies 
in  Bridgeport  and  Torrington  and  a  Sunday  School  in 
Torrington. 

We  sympathize  with  Sister  Leslie  Bowen,  whose 
husband  passed  away  August  26th  in  a  Cheyenne 
hospital.  Brother  Bowen  had  served  in  the  work  in 
Scottsbluff  and  was  well  loved  by  the  people  here. 

We  welcome  info  the  fold  Sister  Sadie  Elizabeth 
Weddell  and  Douglas  Joe  Weddell  who  were  baptized 
in  Bridgeport,  August  14th,  and  James  Allen  Goodell 
baptized  in  Scottsbluff,  September  17th.  May  the  Lord 
bless  these  people  that  their  testimonies  will  continue 
to  grow. 


BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT Don  C.  Gunnell,  President, 
Box  1172  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  cooperated  with  the 
missionaries  of  the  North  Wyoming  District  in  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  new  chapel  at  Casper,  Wyoming,  on 
August  14th. 

At  a  District  Presidents'  Convention  held  recently  in 
Denver,  those  attending  received  much  benefit  and 
sound  advice.  We  are  trying  to  put  these  improve¬ 
ments  into  our  practical  missionary  labors. 

We  have  in  one  of  our  communities  an  example 
of  what  the  seeds  sown  by  us  today,  my  mean 
some  time  hence.  An  elderly  man  and  his  wife,  were 
first  contacted  by  the  Elders  in  1906,  and  after  twenty- 
six  years  of  investigating,  joined  the  Church  about  four 
years  ago.  The  husband  has  recently  received  the 
higher  Priesthood  and  they  are  both  planning  to  go 
through  the  temple  as  soon  as  possible.  This  man  has 
testified  as  to  the  divinity  of  the  Gospel  whenever 
opportunity  has  presented  itself.  He  is  surrounded  by 
a  host  of  friends  through  his  worthy  example  and  his 
desire  to  tell  others  of  the  blessings  he  is  receiving. 
He  is  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

We  were  recently  favored  with  a  visit  to  our  dis¬ 
trict  by  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller,  at  which 
time  highly  successful  conferences  were  held  at  Belle 
Fourche,  Rapid  City  and  Hot  Springs. 

We  are  finding  additional  opportunities  in  our  work 
through  the  use  of  the  illustrated  lectures  as  a  means 
of  getting  into  homes.  The  loose-leaf  "Picture  Story 
of  Mormonism"  is  likewise  effective  in  getting  people 
interested  in  the  Gospel,  particularly  what  the  Church 
has  accomplished  and  is  now  accomplishing.  Among 
the  more  educated,  especially,  we  are  receiving  fine 
comment  for  our  Welfare  Program. 

Our  regular  Relief  Society  and  Primary  meetings  are 
getting  off  to  a  good  start,  and  the  magazine  drive 
of  the  Relief  Society  is  very  encouraging.  We 
anticipate  bigger  and  finer  accomplishments  in  both 
of  these  organizations. 

A  lady  was  contacted  in  Rapid  City  not  long  ago 
who  stated  that  she  and  her  husband  (both  non-mem¬ 
bers)  have  traced  back  their  genealogy  several  genera¬ 
tions.  They  think  it  a  very  interesting  hobby/  other 
than  that  it  has  no  particular  value.  The  surname  of 
this  couple  is  identical  with  that  of  one  of  our  great¬ 
est  American  statesmen  who  is  of  English  descent. 
We  are  looking  forward  soon  to  the  time  when  these 
records  will  carry  with  them  a  greater  significance  to 
these  people  than  mere  records. 

May  the  Lord  prosper  this  great  work. 

SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  A.  Harper,  President, 
Box  469,  Salida,  Colorado. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  are  rejoicing  in  the 
blessings  that  the  Lord  has  bestowed  upon  us.  A 
Sunday  School  was  organized  September  4,  and  there 
has  been  an  average  attendance  of  30,  half  of  whom 
are  investigators.  A  Relief  Society  was  also  organized 
and  it  shows  great  promises  of  growth. 

President  and  Sister  Seegmiller  were  with  us  recently 
and  held  Conferences  in  Salida  and  Alamosa,  Colo¬ 
rado,  and  another  in  Carson,  New  Mexico.  The  main 
purpose  of  their  visit  was  in  behalf  of  the  movement 
to  make  the  Alamosa  Branch  a  ward  in  the  San  Luis 
Stake. 

Eiders  Lynn  E.  Crane  and  Eldon  D.  Hymas  are  having 
much  success  in  their  new  field  of  labor  in  Monte 
Vista. 

We  are  happy  to  report  ten  baptisms  in  this  district 
recently.  Those  baptized  are:  Betty  Mae  Willden, 
Donald  Ray  Willden  and  Norman  Gene  Cash  by 
Elder  Eldon  D.  Hymas /  Ethel  Jean  Shupe,  Christine 
Elizabeth  Clarkson,  Donald  Roy  Kirk,  Gwendolyn 
Lucillia  Newville  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Templeton  by 
Elder  Lynn  E.  Crane;  Willis  Ray  Harris  by  Brother 
Ashel  Nielson  of  the  Alamosa  Branch,  and  Eric  Verlyn 
Jorgensen  by  Brother  Clarence  Jack  of  the  Allison 
Branch. 
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NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT  :-Le  Grand  Ercanbrack, 
President,  Box  197,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  ihe  several  Churches,  com¬ 
posing  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  send  one  or  more  of 
their  teachers  to  attend  the  several  conferences  held 
by  the  Elders  of  the  Church.” 

From  September  23  to  26  we  enjoyed  a  visit  from 
President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  Conferences  were 
held  in  Carlsbad,  Albuquerque,  Bluewater  and  Gallup. 
These  meetings  were  all  well  attended  and  the  Saints 
profited  much  from  the  inspired  counsel  and  advice 
that  was  given. 

"And  this  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  preached 
in  all  ihe  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations." 
Certainly  this  is  true  and  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard 
ihe  Lord's  w.ork  is  increasing.  Through  the  use  of 
the  projecting  machine  in  Albuquerque,  the  hearts 
of  many  new  friends  have  been  touched  by  the  stories 
of  the  early  pioneers  and  ihe  restoration  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  this  dispensation.  Truly  we  live  in  a  day  of 
enlightenment  and  opportunity. 

In  a  2,000  mile  tour  of  this  district,  Elders  Ercan¬ 
brack  and  Nalder  found  many  Saints  who  have  not 
had  contact  with  the  Church  for  several  years.  They 
encountered  many  thrilling  experiences  in  holding 
meetings  with  some  of  these  people.  They  were  privi¬ 
leged  to  lead  into  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the  waters 
of  baptism,  Gordon  Aldon  Pope  and  Mallie  Malinda 
Cook.  We  sincerely  wish  happiness  and  success  to 
these  new  members. 

A  number  of  reorganizations  have  been  effected  in 
this  district  during  the  past  few  months.  A  Welfare 
Program  Committee  has  been  appointed  in  Albuquerque, 
Bluewater  and  Gallup  Branches  by  which  there  has 
been  much  accomplished.  This  has  afforded  more  ac¬ 
tivity  for  those  bearing  the  Priesthood  and  has  helped 
to  promote  ihe  Gospel  cause  and  to  bring  about  an  in¬ 
crease  of  faith. 

SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT Lauchie  A.  Orr,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  12,  Baggs,  Wyoming. 

The  best  sacrifice  man  can  make  to  the  Lord  is 
that  of  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit. 

We  welcome  into  our  Church  through  the  waters  of 
baptism  Mrs.  Alice  Cole,  Roger  Lee  Jenkins,  and  Love 
Richard  Jenkins.  They  were  baptized  in  Rawlins,  Wyo. 
August  4,  1938,  by  Elder  Garth  S.  Lunt.  May  God  bless 
them  with  health  and  strength  to  carry  on  the  task 

before  them. 

Mr.  Cecil  W.  Mise  and  Eunice  Caldwell  were  united 
in  marriage  on  August  27  in  Baggs,  Wyopiing,  by 

Elder  Arlo  B.  Shumway. 

We  have  reorganized  the  Relief  Society  in  Baggs 
because  of  the  ill  health  of  the  former  president,  Sister 
Poulsen.  We  feel  the  work  is  going  to  progress  faster 
this  year  than  for  some  time  in  our  district.  Our 

prayers  are  for  ihe  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  be  with  us 

in  our  undertakings. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT Arthur  O.  Chapman  President, 
541  Belmont,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

Helen  Lenore  and  Beverly  Jayne  Hansen  of  LaJunta, 
Colorado  were  baptized  by  Elder  Arthur  O.  Chapman  at 
Pueblo,  Colorado.  We  also  welcome  Mrs.  Maretta  S. 
Simpson,  and  her  daughter,  Daisy  Esabella  Simpson  into 
the  fold  September  18,  1938,  and  hope  their  testimonies 
become  stronger  as  time  passes. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." 

Arc  example  of  this  was  manifest  during  a  recent 
visit  Sisters  Eldredge  and  Arlette  Hart  made  to  Ordway, 
Colorado.  Brother  and  Sister  Ezra  Nixon  and  family 
are  the  only  members  of  the  Church  living  there. 
They  have  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  the  com¬ 
munity  by  their  exemplary  lives  and  firmness  in 
the  faith. 

Sister  Nixon  was  invited  to  explain  the  beliefs  and 
organization  of  the  Church  to  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  of 


Ordway.  The  lady  missionaries  were  visiting  Nixons 
that  week,  and  were  privileged  to  attend  the  meeting 
and  help  explain  the  organization  of  ihe  Church. 

"Above  all  else  my  religion  is  the  most  important 
to  me,"  Sister  Nixon  said  in  her  talk,  and,  "I  feel 
blessed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  I  want  to  say  that  I  sincerely 
hope  that  you  are  still  my  friends,  and  that  I  may 
be  a  friend  to  you,  even  though  our  religious  beliefs 
may  differ." 

The  President,  of  the  Society  assured  her  of  their 
good  will,  and  many  others  of  the  group  expressed 
a  closer  friendship  after  the  meeting.  They  demon¬ 
strated  their  interest  by  inquiring  further  concern¬ 
ing  our  Church,  and  seemed  very  interested  in  the 
Pictorial  History  of  the  Church  which  the  mission¬ 
aries  showed  them  after  the  meeting. 

Increased  interest  has  developed  in  the  Pueblo 
Branch  with  ihe  resumption  of  M.I.A.,  Relief  Society, 
and  Primary  activities,  and  the  organization  of  a 
choir.  We  are  happy  to  report  the  organization  of 
a  Relief  Society  in  the  Canon  City  Branch,  and  note  im¬ 
provement  in  other  activities  there. 

We  have  been  asked  to  show  the  Book  of  Mormon 
slides  to  the  Pueblo  Archeological  Society  in  the  near 
future.  They  are  particularly  interested  in  Archeo¬ 
logical  findings  on  the  American  continents. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Evva  Marjorie  Reese,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Denver  D. 
Amos  Frank  Terry,  from  Enterprise,  Utah,  to  San  Luis. 
Don  Byron  Jones,  from  Tabonia,  Utah,  to  So.  Wyo. 

RELEASES 

Cyril  Davenport,  of  Denver  D.-Home,  St.  Anthony,  I. 
Vera  Lillian  Jewitt,  of  Council  Bluffs -Home,  Santa- 
quin,  Utah. 

TRANSFERS 

Harriet  Mace,  from  Denver  Dist.  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Eugene  J.  Gurr,  from  Denver  Dist.  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Richard  Wesely  Bone,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  E.  Nebr. 
Lynn  E.  Crane,  from  E.  Nebr.  to  San  Luis  District. 
Willard  M.  Stephenson,  from  Scottsbluff  Dist.  to  Denver. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


FEAR -OR  LOVE? 

By  Russell  Westover,  Northwestern  Stales  Mission 

When  life  had  freely  given  you 
Its  wealth  of  every  kind, 

Was  someone  there  reminding  you 
To  help  the  lame  and  blind? 

Telling  what  your  fate  would  be 
If  you  heeded  not  their  cry: 

With  him  who  turned  down  Lazarus 
In  the  dim  below  you'd  fry? 

Did  you  in  solemn  fear  impart 
Your  gold  to  all  who  came 
Content  that  your  own  fearful  heart 
Would  miss  that  scorn  and  shame? 

'Ts  well  you  did  it  so,  my  friend, 

'Twill  help  you  "over  there," 

And  no  doubt  count  more  in  the  end 
Than  many  a  lengthy  prayer. 

But  how  much  better  it  would  be 
When  helping  fellow  men 
To  act  from  love  and  charity  — 

'Twould  be  a  credit  then. 

'Tis  written,  "Thou  shall  love  the  Lord," 
And  all  His  children  too/ 

Not  because  we  fear  His  word 
But  love  His  will  to  do. 

And  happier  far  will  be  the  soul 
In  that  fair  realm  above, 

Who  has  not  given  from  base  fear, 

But  rather  from  pure  love. 
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NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT  :-Le  Grand  Ercanbrack, 
President,  Box  197,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  Churches,  com¬ 
posing  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  send  one  or  more  of 
their  teachers  to  attend  the  several  conferences  held 
by  the  Elders  of  the  Church." 

From  September  23  to  26  we  enjoyed  a  visit  from 
President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  Conferences  were 
held  in  Carlsbad,  Albuquerque,  Bluewater  and  Gallup. 
These  meetings  were  all  well  attended  and  the  Saints 
profited  much  from  the  inspired  counsel  and  advice 
that  was  given. 

"And  this  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be  preached 
in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations." 
Certainly  this  is  true  and  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard 
the  Lord's  work  is  increasing.  Through  the  use  of 
the  projecting  machine  in  Albuquerque,  the  hearts 
of  many  new  friends  have  been  touched  by  the  stories 
of  the  early  pioneers  and  ihe  restoration  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  this  dispensation.  Truly  we  live  in  a  day  of 
enlightenment  and  opportunity. 

In  a  2,000  mile  tour  of  this  district,  Elders  Ercan¬ 
brack  and  Nalder  found  many  Saints  who  have  not 
had  contact  with  the  Church  for  several  years.  They 
encountered  many  thrilling  experiences  in  holding 
meetings  with  some  of  these  people.  They  were  privi¬ 
leged  to  lead  into  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the  waters 
of  baptism,  Gordon  Aldon  Pope  and  Mallie  Malinda 
Cook.  We  sincerely  wish  happiness  and  success  to 
these  new  members. 

A  number  of  reorganizations  have  been  effected  in 
this  district  during  the  past  few  months.  A  Welfare 
Program  Committee  has  been  appointed  in  Albuquerque, 
Bluewater  and  Gallup  Branches  by  which  there  has 
been  much  accomplished.  This  has  afforded  more  ac¬ 
tivity  for  those  bearing  the  Priesthood  and  has  helped 
to  promote  ihe  Gospel  cause  and  to  bring  about  an  in¬ 
crease  of  faith. 

SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT: -Lauchie  A.  Orr,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  12,  Baggs,  Wyoming. 

The  best  sacrifice  man  can  make  to  the  Lord  is 
that  of  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit. 

We  welcome  into  our  Church  through  ihe  waters  of 
baptism  Mrs.  Alice  Cole,  Roger  Lee  Jenkins,  and  Love 
Richard  Jenkins.  They  were  baptized  in  Rawlins,  Wyo. 
August  4,  1938,  by  Elder  Garth  S.  Lunt.  May  God  bless 
them  with  health  and  strength  to  carry  on  the  task 

before  them. 

Mr.  Cecil  W.  Mise  and  Eunice  Caldwell  were  united 
in  marriage  on  August  27  in  Baggs,  Wyojning,  by 

Elder  Arlo  B.  Shumway. 

We  have  reorganized  the  Relief  Society  in  Baggs 
because  of  the  ill  health  of  the  former  president,  Sister 
Poulsen.  We  feel  the  work  is  going  to  progress  faster 
this  year  than  for  some  time  in  our  district.  Our 

prayers  are  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  be  with  us 

in  our  undertakings. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT: -Arthur  O.  Chapman  President, 
541  Belmont,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

Helen  Lenore  and  Beverly  Jayne  Hansen  of  LaJunta, 
Colorado  were  baptized  by  Elder  Arthur  O.  Chapman  at 
Pueblo,  Colorado.  We  also  welcome  Mrs.  Maretta  S. 
Simpson,  and  her  daughter,  Daisy  Esabella  Simpson  into 
the  fold  September  18,  1938,  and  hope  their  testimonies 
become  stronger  as  time  passes. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." 

An  example  of  this  was  manifest  during  a  recent 
visit  Sisters  Eldredge  and  Arlette  Hart  made  to  Ordway, 
Colorado.  Brother  and  Sister  Ezra  Nixon  and  family 
are  the  only  members  of  the  Church  living  there. 
They  have  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  the  com¬ 
munity  by  their  exemplary  lives  and  firmness  in 
the  faith. 

Sister  Nixon  was  invited  to  explain  the  beliefs  and 
organization  of  the  Church  to  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  of 


Ordway.  The  lady  missionaries  were  visiting  Nixons 
that  week,  and  were  privileged  to  attend  ihe  meeting 
and  help  explain  the  organization  of  the  Church. 

"Above  all  else  my  religion  is  the  most  important 
to  me,"  Sister  Nixon  said  in  her  talk,  and,  "I  feel 
blessed  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  I  want  to  say  that  I  sincerely 
hope  that  you  are  still  my  friends,  and  that  I  may 
be  a  friend  to  you,  even  though  our  religious  beliefs 
may  differ." 

The  President  of  the  Society  assured  her  of  their 
good  will,  and  many  others  of  the  group  expressed 
a  closer  friendship  after  the  meeting.  They  demon¬ 
strated  their  interest  by  inquiring  further  concern¬ 
ing  our  Church,  and  seemed  very  interested  in  the 
Pictorial  History  of  the  Church  which  the  mission¬ 
aries  showed  them  after  the  meeting. 

Increased  interest  has  developed  in  the  Pueblo 
Branch  with  the  resumption  of  M.I.A.,  Relief  Society, 
and  Primary  activities,  and  the  organization  of  a 
choir.  We  are  happy  to  report  the,  organization  of 
a  Relief  Society  in  the  Canon  City  Branch,  and  note  im¬ 
provement  in  other  activities  there. 

We  have  been  asked  to  show  the  Book  of  Mormon 
slides  to  the  Pueblo  Archeological  Society  in  the  near 
future.  They  are  particularly  interested  in  Archeo¬ 
logical  findings  on  the  American  continents. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Evva  Marjorie  Reese,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Denver  D. 
Amos  Frank  Terry,  from  Enterprise,  Utah,  to  San  Luis. 
Don  Byron  Jones,  from  Tabonia,  Utah,  to  So.  Wyo. 
RELEASES 

Cyril  Davenport,  of  Denver  D.-Home,  St.  Anthony,  I. 
Vera  Lillian  Jewitt,  of  Council  Bluffs -Home,  Santa- 
quin,  Utah. 

TRANSFERS 

Harriet  Mace,  from  Denver  Dist.  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Eugene  J.  Gurr,  from  Denver  Dist.  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Richard  Wesely  Bone,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  E.  Nebr. 
Lynn  E.  Crane,  from  E.  Nebr.  to  San  Luis  District. 
Willard  M.  Stephenson,  from  Scottsbluff  Dist.  to  Denver. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


FEAR -OR  LOVE? 

By  Russell  Wesiover,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

When  life  had  freely  given  you 
Its  wealth  of  every  kind, 

Was  someone  there  reminding  you 
To  help  the  lame  and  blind? 

Telling  what  your  fate  would  be 
If  you  heeded  not  their  cry: 

With  him  who  turned  down  Lazarus 
In  the  dim  below  you'd  fry? 

Did  you  in  solemn  fear  impart 
Your  gold  to  all  who  came 
Content  that  your  own  fearful  heart 
Would  miss  that  scorn  and  shame? 

'Ts  well  you  did  it  so,  my  friend, 

'Twill  help  you  "over  there," 

And  no  doubt  count  more  in  the  end 
Than  many  a  lengthy  prayer. 

But  how  much  better  it  would  be 
When  helping  fellow  men 
To  act  from  love  and  charity  — 

'Twould  be  a  credit  then. 

'Tis  written,  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord," 
And  all  His  children  too/ 

Not  because  we  fear  His  word 
But  love  His  will  to  do. 

And  happier  far  will  be  the  soul 
In  that  fair  realm  above, 

Who  has  not  given  from  base  fear, 

But  rather  from  pure  love. 


MY  SOURCE  OF  COMFORT 

By  Elder  Vaughn  D.  Spendlove,  Northwestern 
Slates  Mission 

Who  can  give  me  greater  consolation 
than  the  Lord? 

Or  what  can  sooth  my  anguish 
as  His  reasuring  word? 

What  power  on  earth  is  equal 
to  the  Author  of  Creation? 

In  Him,  is  lost  all  pain  and  care 
in  constant  admiration. 

Whose  virtue  can  be  matched  with  His, 

Whom  angels  praise  forever, 

Who  in  His  love  bestows  upon  us 
blessings  without  measure. 

Oh,  no  there’s  naught  can  take  His  place 
to  whom  Earth  owes  existence; 

Then  to  His  word,  let  Heaven  and  Earth 
give  heed  and  humble  reverence. 


IT  PAYS  IN  THE  LONG  RUN 
By  Don  F.  Harris,  Spanish  American  Mission 

"But  I  say  unto  you,  That  ye  resist  not  evil;  but 
whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  thy  right  cheek,  turn 
to  him  the  other  also."  — Matt.  5:39. 

Can  you  observe  that  commandment?  It  is  one  of 
the  hardest  requirements  of  the  Master,  but  if  observed, 
it  develops  in  him  who  practices  it  two  factors  so 
necessary  for  success  and  happiness.  These  are  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  self-confidence. 

Magnanimity  means,  bigness  of  soul -the  ability  to 
disregard  the  base  things  and  petty  hindrances  of  life 
and  push  upward  to  conquer  the  really  important 
problems.  So,  turning  the  other  cheek,  rather  than 
retaliating,  places  him  who  does  so  in  a  superior 
class.  Just  to  sense  the  kingly  joy  of  self-control  in 
mastering  the  seeming  instinct  to  give  blow  for  blow, 
should  be  incentive  enough  for  a  thoughtful,  humble 
person  to  turn  the  other  cheek. 

If  we  can  fully  observe  this  difficult  commandment 
we  acquire  self-confidence  — the  key  to  accomplishment; 
for  in  so  doing  we  have  proved  that  we  can  be  masters 
of  ourselves,  which  is  of  itself  one  of  the  greatest 
accomplishments.  Such  mastery  inspires  self-confidence, 
and  self-confidence  makes  for  success. 

The  acquisition  of  these  two  priceless  assets  will 
pay  enormous  dividends  in  joy,  peace  of  mind  and 
true  happiness.  In  the  long  run  of  life,  experience 
will  prove  the  worth  of  the  Master's  advice;  "Turn 
the  other  cheek." 


LOST  AND  FOUND 

By  Wendell  D.  Leaviff,  East  Central  States  Mission 

"And  when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth 
before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him;  for  they  know 
his  voice;  and  a  stranger  they  will  not  follow." 

-John  10:4,  5 

It  had  been  nearly  30  years  since  the  Saunders  had 
seen  Mormon  Elders.  On  a  hot  summer  day  two  young 
men  stopped  to  inquire  the  way  to  a  point  on  their 
journey  ahead.  A  conversation  ensued,  in  which  the 
lady  said:  "I  have  attended  other  churches  and  taken 
the  good  they  had  to  offer  and  left  the  rest.  The  Mor¬ 
mons  certainly  preach  the  truth;  they  are  the  only  true 
Church  on  the  face  of  the  earth."  The  Elders,  for 


such  the  young  men  were,  asked  why,  if  she  felt  that 
way  about  it,  she  did  not  get  baptized.  She  said  "We 
were  baptized  some  30  years  ago."  Though  out  of 
contact  with  the  Church  these  many  years,  the  Gospel 
seed  once  sown  had  germinated  and  continued  to  live 
in  their  hearts  and  they  readily  recognized  the  voice  of 
the  servants  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  A  meeting  was 
arranged  and  attended  by  the  family  and  all  were 
thrilled  by  the  experience.  Mrs.  Saunders  bore  testi¬ 
mony  to  all  present  and  said:  "Mormonism  is  the 
truth.  It  certainly  seems  good  to  get  some  food  for  my 
soul  and  hear  the  Gospel  preached  again." 


"MY  BOYS" 

By  Verna  Bergmann,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana 

With  aching  heart  and  trembling  voice 
Again  today  I  said,  "goodbye," 

To  two  Mormon  missionaries, 

Messengers  sent  by  One  on  high. 

They  brought  to  me,  glad  words  of  joy, 
Of,  "peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men," 
And  helped  to  gather  in  one  more 
From  out  in  a  world  of  crime  and  sin. 

"My  Boys!" 

Some  stay  a  day,  some  stay  a  year, 

And  when  they  leave,  I  shed  a  tear. 

God  gave  me  girls  but  not  a  boy, 

But  He  sent  "My  Boys"  to  my  great  joy. 
Their  friends  and  parents  are  far  away 
And  so  I  adopt  them,  every  one; 

Perhaps  they  do  not  know  or  care, 

But  in  my  heart,  they  will  all  become  — 
"My  Boys!" 

Like  a  mighty  valiant  army, 

They  go  marching  through  the  land- 
Hitch-hiking  lads  in  deeds  o*f  valor - 
Clean  and  upright,  a  noble  band. 

They  greet  me  with  a  handclasp, 

And  a  smile  thats  full  of  cheer; 

They  help  me  bear  my  troubles, 

And  become  to  me  most  dear- 
"My  Boys!" 

Our  Father,  give  to  them  courage 
To  ever  be  what's  true  and  right. 

In  life's  battle  may  they  triumph, 

And  may  they  each  one  win  the  fight. 

And  Father,  give  to  me  the  same, 

That  I  may  fight  and  overcome, 

And  meet,  upon  that  other  shore, 

When  we  o'er  sin  and  death  have  won- 
"My  Boys!" 


Then  Martha,  as  soon  as  she  heard  that  Jesus  was 
coming,  went  and  met  him:  but  Mary  sat  still  in  the 
house. 

Then  said  Martha  unto  Jesus,  Lord,  if  thou  hadst 
been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died. 

But  I  know,  that  even  now,  whatsoever  thou  wilt  ask 
of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee. 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Thy  brother  shall  rise  again. 

Martha  saith  unto  him,  I  know  that  he  shall  -  rise 
again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day. 

Jesus  said  unto  her,  I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the 
life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live: 

And  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never 
die.  Believest  thou  this?  — St.  John  11:20-26. 


The  Gospel  Taught  to  the  Nephites 


IN  THE  PREVIOUS  ISSUE  we  saw  the  division  of  the  Lehi  colony 
into  two  factions,  later  to  become  two  nations — the  Nephites  and  the 
Lamanites.  It  was  indicated  that  because  of  disobedience  to  Divine  will 
the  Lamanites  became  a  dark  skinned,  ignorant  and  loathsome  people,  but 
with  a  promise  of  blessings  and  “delightsomeness”  when  they  repent..  The 
Nephites  were  fair  of  feature,  industrious,  progressive  and  throughout  their 
history  had  alternating  periods  of  righteous  and  unrighteous  living.  With 
them  were  prophets  who  exhorted  them  to  right  living,  and  we  would  now 
like  to  present  some  of  their  teachings. 

Jacob,  the  Brother  of  Nephi-on  the  Resurrection  and  Judgment 

O  how  great  the  goodness  of  our  God  who  prepareth  a  way  for  our  escape 
from  the  grasp  of  this  awful  monster;  yea  that  monster  death  and  hell  which 
I  call  the  death  of  the  body,  and  also  the  death  of  the  spirit. 

And  because  of  the  way  of  deliverance  of  our  God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
this  death,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  which  is  the  temporal,  shall  deliver  up  its 
dead;  which  death  is  the  grave. 

And  this  death  of  which  I  have  spoken,  which  is  the  spiritual  death,  shall 
deliver  up  its  dead;  which  spiritual  death  is  hell;  wherefore,  death  and  hell 
must  deliver  up  their  dead,  and  hell  must  deliver  up  its  captive  spirits,  and 
the  grave  must  deliver  up  its  captive  bodies,  and  the  bodies  and  the  spirits  of 
men  will  be  restored  one  to  the  other;  and  it  is  by  the  power  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

O  how  great  the  plan  of  our  God!  For  on  the  other  hand,  the  paradise  of 
God  must  deliver  up  the  spirits  of  the  righteous,  and  the  grave  deliver  up  the 
bodies  of  the  righteous,  and  the  spirit  and  the  body  is  restored  to  itself  again, 
and  all  men  become  incorruptible,  and  immortal,  and  they  are  living  souls, 
having  a  perfect  knowledge  like  unto  us  in  the  flesh,  save  it  be  that  our  knowl¬ 
edge  shall  be  perfect. 

Wherefore,  we  shall  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  our  guilt,  and  our 
uncleanness,  and  our  nakedness;  and  the  righteous  shall  have  a  perfect  knowl¬ 
edge  of  their  enjoyment,  and  their  righteousness,  being  clothed  with  purity, 
yea,  even  with  the  robe  of  righteousness. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  when  all  men  shall  have  passed  from  this  first 
death  unto  life,  insomuch  as  they  have  become  immortal  they  must  appear  before 
the  judgment-seat  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel;  and  then  cometh  the  judgment,  and 
then  must  they  be  judged  according  to  the  holy  judgment  of  God. 

And  he  commandeth  all  men  that  they  must  repent,  and  be  baptized  in  his 
name,  having  perfect  faith  in  the  Holy  One  •  of  Israel,  or  they  cannot  be  saved 
in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

And  if  they  will  not  repent  and  believe  in  his  name,  and  be  baptized  in 
his  name,  and  endure  to  the  end,  they  must  be  damned;  for  the  Lord  God,  the 
Holy  One  of  Israel,  has  spoken  it.  v- 

Wherefore,  he  has  given  a  law;  and  where  there  is  no  law  given  there  is 
no  punishment;  and  where  there,  is  no  punishment  there  is  no  condemnation;  and 
where  there  is  no  condemnation  the  mercies  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  have  claim 
upon  them  because  of  the  atonement;  for  they  are  delivered  by  the  power  of  him. 

But  woe  unto  him  that  has  the  law  given,  yea,  that  has  all  the  commandments 
of  God  like  unto  us,  and  that  transgresseth  them  and  that  wasteth  the  days  of 
his  probation,  for  awful  is  his  state! 

.  .  .  Remember  to  be  carnally-minded  is  death,  and  to  be  spiritually-minded 
is  life  eternal  -  (Taken  from  II  Nephi,  Chapter  9). 

God's  plan  concerning  man -Read  of  it  in  the  Book  of  (Mormon. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 


Vol.  36,  No.  11—1111  INDEPENDENCE,  MO.,  NOVEMBER  8,  1938  $1.00  a  Year 


Conference  Address  of  President  J.  Reuben  Clark 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  1938 


ooo 


I  loathe  war,  I  loathe  con¬ 
quest,  I  loathe  oppression,  I 
loathe  the  destruction  of  the 
liberties  of  men  ,•  I  love  free¬ 
dom,  1  love  our  free  institu¬ 
tions,  but  let  us  not  visit  upon 
the  people  themselves  the  sins 
of  their  governments.  Let  us 
draw  the  distinction  between 
people  and  governments.  Let 
us  be  patient  in  our  judgment, 
let  us  exercise  charity.  Right¬ 
eousness  and  hate  cannot  dwell 
in  the  same  heart. 


ooo 


ooo 


Chastity  is  fundamental  to 
our  life  and  to  our  civiliza¬ 
tion.  If  the  race  becomes  un¬ 
chaste,  it  will  perish.  Immor¬ 
tality  has  been  basic  to  the 
destruction  of  mighty  nations 
in  the  past.  It  will  bring  to 
dust  the  mighty  nations  of  the 
present.  The  Lord  demands 
that  we  be  chaste.  Chastity  is 
worth  more  than  life  itself. 
Better  die  chaste  than  live  un¬ 
chaste.  The  salvation  of  your 
very  soul  is  concerned  in  this. 

<xX> 


Y  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS,  I  am  grateful  for  this  great  conference,  and 
for  the  spirit  that  has  been  with  us  during  its  sessions.  I  am  grateful  for 
the  music  which  we  have  had,  all  of  it,  for  the  great  choir— and  we  may 
properly  so  term  it — for  its  leader,  Brother  Cornwall,  for  faithful  Brother 
Asper,  and  for  Brother  Richard  L.  Evans  and  his  sermonettcs,  which  are 
reaching  tens  of  thousands  of  people,  and  the  inspiration  and  the  spirit  which 
will  come  to  him  from  his  new  calling  will  manyfold  increase  his  influence 
in  this  work. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  Welfare  Plan,  and  for  the  success  which  is  attending  the 
efforts  of  those  who  are  carrying  it  out.  I  thank  the  general  committee,  the  regional 
committees,  the  stake  and  the  ward  committees,  the  Priesthood  quorums,  and  last, 
but  by  no  means  least,  the  Relief  Society,  who  are  the  “mothers”  of  the  welfare 
household. 
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I  am  grateful  for  every  blessing  which 
has  come  to  us,  which  the  Lord  has  given 
us.  He  has  given  us  bounteous  crops,  he 
has  given  us  great  natural  resources,  he 
has  provided  us  with  the  necessities  of 
shelter  and  of  clothing,  and  if  anyone 
shall  suffer,  it  will  not  be  the  Lord's 
fault,  but  ours.  One  thing  is  required  be¬ 
yond  everything  else — that  we  not  waste 
what  God  has  given  to  us. 

Repeated  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
great  council  in  heaven,  and  to  what  it 
meant.  One  element  of  it  I  should  like  to 
refer  to,  namely, — what  Satan  then  pro¬ 
posed  to  do  was  to  give  salvation  with¬ 
out  labor,  that  is  to  give  something  for 
nothing.  This  is  the  spirit  which  is 
abroad  today.  It  is  the  spirit  which  we 
must  fight,  or  it  will  destroy  us. 

Urges  Charity 

Last  night  I  said  something  about  the 
up-building  of  hate  in  the  world,  and 
about  the  foreign  propaganda  with,  which 
this  whole  nation  is  being  deluged.  I 
warned  that  this  propaganda  does  not 
give  us  the  whole  truth  by  any  means. 
I  indicated  that  hate  aided  by  greed,  avar¬ 
ice,  and  ambition  could  overwhelm  the 
world  in  another  world  war.  I  entreated 
the  brethren,  as  I  now  entreat  you  breth¬ 
ren  and  sisters,  to  be  charitable  towards 
those  people  whom  this  propaganda 
would  condemn  unheard. 

I  besought  the  brethren  last  night,  as 
I  beseech  you,  to  consider  whether  or  not 
we  Americans  who  have  gained  the  most 
of  the  land  which  we  possess — including 
that  on  which  we  stand — by  conquest, 
and  whether  or  not  the  other  great  na¬ 
tions  who  have  glutted  themselves  with 
the  spoils  of  conquest,  are  in  a  position 
to  condemn  without  mitigation  some 
other  nation  which  is  merely  attempting 
to  march  along  the  way  of  empire  build¬ 
ing  which  we  and  those  other  nations  fol¬ 
lowed.  I  beseech  you  not  to  put  your¬ 
selves  nor  this  nation  in  the  position  of 
whited  sepulchers.  I  loathe  war,  I  loathe 
conquest,  I  loathe  oppression,  I  loathe 
the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  men;  I 
love  freedom,  I  love  our  free  institutions, 
but  let  us  not  visit  upon  the  people  them¬ 
selves  the  sins  of  their  governments.  Let 
us  not  make  a  great  body  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  our  Church  feel  that  they  are 
outcasts  from  us  because  of  the  acts  of 
their  governments.  Let  us  draw  the  dis¬ 


tinction  between  people  and  governments. 
Let  us  be  patient  in  our  judgment,  let  us 
exercise  charity. 

Righteousness  and  hate  cannot  dwell  in 
the  same  heart,  no  matter  how  great  the 
righteousness  nor  how  little  the  hate. 

Speaks  on  Chastity 

I  want  now  to  say  a  few  words  to 
the  parents,  to  the  teachers  and  to  the 
youth  of  the  Church  about  a  matter  that 
seems  to  me  to  be  of  the  most  far-reaching 
importance. 

To  Moses  on  Sinai  came  the  law  of  all 
time:  “Thou  shalt  not  commit  adult¬ 

ery."  The  Master,  Jesus  Christ,  found 
his  most  opprobrious  term  in  the  phrase, 
“an  adulterous  generation."  The  Lord 
in  his  time  and  in  ours,  has  put  adultery 
and  fornication  side  by  side.  Both  are 
cardinal  sins. 

The  Church  has  from  the  beginning 
demanded  of  its  youth,  male  and  female, 
one  standard  only,  absolute  continence 
until  proper  marriage  has  legalized  and 
hallowed  the  sexual  relations.  To  this 
there  is  no  exception.  I  now  repeat  what 
I  have  said  before:  Man  is  a  biological 
unit,  an  animal,  but  he  is  more  than  this, 
he  is  the  temple  of  an  immortal  spirit. 
That  spirit  can  be  defiled  by  the  flesh  and 
defilement  comes  when  the  laws  of  chas¬ 
tity  are  violated. 

Our  very  civilization  itself  is  based 
upon  chastity,  the  sanctity  of  marriage 
and  the  holiness  of  the  home.  Destroy 
these  and  Christian  man  becomes  a  brute. 

For  Latter-day  Saints  the  family  re¬ 
lationship  continues  through  eternity.  It 
is  the  loftiest  and  most  sacred  human 
relationship  we  know.  To  the  chaste 
young  man  and  young  woman  beginning 
the  building  of  a  home  there  is  a  trust,  a 
confidence,  a  joy  unspeakable,  an  all  but 
divine  harmony  that  no  other  purely  hu¬ 
man  undertaking  can  bring.  The  right¬ 
ful  heritage  of  such  a  beginning  in  life 
is  a  life  of  righteousness  that  builds  up¬ 
ward  to  eternal  life. 

Gives  Warning 

To  the  unchaste  who  marry  there  is 
ahead  either  a  life  of  distrust,  lack  of  con¬ 
fidence,  unhappiness,  leading  to  the  di¬ 
vorce  court,  or  a  life  of  promiscuous  sex¬ 
ual  relationship  that  ends  in  misery,  dis¬ 
ease  and  shame.  Debauchery  never  gave 
birth  to  good  of  any  kind. 
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Chastity  is  fundamental  to  our  life 
and  to  our  civilization.  If  the  race  be¬ 
comes  unchaste,  it  will  perish.  Immor¬ 
ality  has  been  basic  to  the  destruction  of 
mighty  nations  in  the  past.  It  will  bring 
to  dust  the  mighty  nations  of  the  present. 

Every  one  of  us  who  instructs  our 
youth,  in  whatever  place  or  position,  and 
in  whatever  capacity,  must  teach  the  young 
people  of  today  to  abstain  from  unchas¬ 
tity.  We  must  surround  our  teachings 
with  due  and  proper  reserve  and  modesty. 
We  must  approach  and  teach  the  youth 
as  the  children  of  God,  with  spirits  that 
are  to  live  throughout  eternity,  and  to  tell 
them  plainly  and  clearly  that  the  laws  of 
God,  and  of  man  also,  demand  that  they 
live  chaste.  If  we  shall  teach  anything 
less  than  this,  we  will  destroy  our  youth 
and  we  will  bring  ourselves  under  a  con¬ 
demnation  which  is  too  great  to  be  fath¬ 
omed  by  the  human  mind. 

Advises  Parents 

In  what  I  have  said  I  include  all  of 
us  parents.  How  can  we  parents  face 
our  Maker  if  we  have  failed  in  one  feath¬ 
erweight  to  meet  the  duty  which  is  ours 
in  these  matters.  And  let  us  not  make 
the  mistake — any  of  us — of  assuming 
that  our  children  are  beyond  temptation 
and  may  not  fall.  This  is  a  delusion 
and  a  snare  that  will  bring  us  to  the  very 
depths.  Let  every  father  and  every 
mother,  every  brother  and  every  sister, 
stand  guard  day  and  night  that  their 
loved  ones  be  not  seized  and  carried  away 
by  lust. 

And  now  you  young  people.  May  I 
directly  entreat  you  to  be  chaste.  Please 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  chastity  is 
worth  more  than  life  itself.  This  is  the 
doctrine  my  parents  taught  me;  it  is 
truth.  Better  die  chaste  than  live  un¬ 
chaste.  The  salvation  of  your  very  soul 
is  concerned  in  this. 

I  ask  you  to  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  whenever  a  man  or  woman,  young 
or  old,  demands  as  the  price  of  his  friend¬ 
ship  that  you  give  up  the  righteous  stand¬ 
ards  of  your  life,  or  any  of  them,  that 
man’s  friendship  is  not  worth  the  price  he 
asks.  You  may  not  trust  that  friendship. 
He  will  cast  it  off  as  he  does  his  worn- 
out  coat.  Friendship  is  not  now  and 
never  was  the  offspring  of  debauchery  or 
unrighteousness. 

I  ask  you  young  women  to  believe  me 


further  when  I  say  that  any  young  man 
who  demands  your  chastity  as  the  price 
of  his  love,  is  spiritually  unclean,  and  is 
offering  something  that  is  not  worth  the 
purchase  price.  His  love  will  turn  to 
ashes  under  your  touch;  it  will  lead  you 
to  misery  and  shame;  and  too  often  it 
will  curse  you  with  dread  disease. 

To  you  young  men  I  say  that  any 
woman  who  comes  to  you  offering  her 
person  outside  of  legal  wedlock  is  playing 
the  harlot. 

The  Lord  has  said  in  our  day:  “For 
I,  the  Lord,  cannot  look  upon  sin  with 
the  least  degree  of  allowance."  (D.  and 
C.  1:31).  And  to  Moses  he  said  that  no 
unclean  thing  can  dwell  in  the  kingdom 
of  God  or  in  his  presence.  (Moses  6:57.) 

Yet  there  is  forgiveness  for  the  sinner 
who  truly  repents.  God’s  mercy  is  just 
as  boundless  as  his  justice.  To  the  woman 
taken  in  adultery,  condemned  to  death  by 
the  Mosaic  law,  Jesus  said:  “Go,  and 
sin  no  more."  But  the  heart  must  be 
ripened  in  repentance  before  forgiveness 
can  come,  and  sorrow  alone  is  not  re¬ 
pentance.  A  new  and  righteous  life  must 
be  led. 

Church  members,  young  and  old,  the 
Lord  demands  that  you  be  chaste.  The 
Church  requires  chastity  from  you  under 
penalty  of  disfellowship  and  excommuni¬ 
cation.  If  any  of  you  have  already  sinned, 
your  brethren  and  sisters  stand  ready  and 
anxious  to  forgive,  if  you  will  come 
with  a  repentant  heart — the  repentance  of 
a  forsaking  of  sin  and  the  living  of  a 
righteous  life,  and  a  contrite  spirit. 

To  the  unbelieving  scoffer  who  says: 
“All  you  say  merely  shows  how  old  and 
out  of  date  your  religion  is," — or,  as  one 
educator  said:  “how  much  your  religion 
is  of  the  kindergarten  type,’’ — to  the  scof¬ 
fers  who  say  that  man  has  outgrown  the 
old  God  with  his  rewards  and  punish¬ 
ments,  his  standards,  and  that  man  must 
now  create  for  himself  a  new  God — and 
this  last  is  at  the  root  of  much  of  the  so- 
called  modern  philosophy,  which  consid¬ 
ers  man  as  creating  his  God,  not  God  as 
creating  his  children — to  these  scoffers  it 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  thus  have  their 
kind  spoken  since  Cain  tried  to  find  a  bet¬ 
ter  way  than  the  one  God  had  provided. 
Thus  will  they  always  speak  until  God 
shall  close  their  mouths. 

I  have  spoken  plainly  because  plain 
speech  is  necessary.  I  have  tried  not  to 


244 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  11 


speak  indelicately,  I  have  not  spoken 
lewdly. 

Youth,  be  not  disturbed.  Be  valiant. 
God  lives.  The  Gospel  is  his  way  of  life. 
Follow  the  Gospel  path  to  eternal  life, 
“And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent.”  (John 
17:3.) 

May  the  Lord  give  us  his  spirit,  bring 
home  to  our  hearts  the  necessity  of  chas¬ 
tity  for  every  man  and  every  woman,  of 
every  boy  and  every  girl,  I  ask,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


MAN'S  RELATIONSHIP  TO  DEITY 


Numerous  sayings  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  are  found  in  the  New 
Testament,  clearly  show  that  all  human 
beings  bear  the  same  spiritual  relationship 
to  God  that  Jesus  always  emphatically 
claimed  for  himself — namely,  that  God  is 
the  Father  of  our  spirits,  in  which  is  the 
intelligence  that  we  each  possess.  “Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven,”  are  the  first 
words  of  the  prayer  he  taught  his  disciples, 
and  "Father”  is  the  hallowed  name  he 
most  frequently  used  in  all  his  allusions  to 
the  Almighty  God,  not  only  in  designa¬ 
tion  of  his  own  relationship  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  but  also  as  applied  to  all 
mankind,  whom  he  claimed  as  his  brethren 
and  sisters.  Neither  can  that  most  filial 
word,  Father,  as  so  often  lovingly  uttered 
by  our  Elder  Brother,  be  regarded  as  a 
merely  figurative  expression;  it  was  always 
clearly  evident  that  he  meant  it  for  an 
actual,  not  figurative,  declaration.  •  He  was 
in  very  deed  a  Son  of  the  Most  High,  in 
his  spirit,  just  as  he  also  was  a  Son  when 
his  spirit  body  was  combined  with  his 
earthly  tabernacle,  when  born  of  his  di¬ 
vinely  selected  mother  in  the  flesh. 

Like  unto  Jesus  the  Christ,  all  man¬ 
kind,  who  have  ever  lived  on  this  earth, 
have  had  a  spiritual  birth  and  an  earthly 
birth.  There  is,  however,  a  vast  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  birth,  on  earth,  of  the  Mes¬ 
siah  and  all  others;  he  was  begotten  on 
earth  by  the  Father  of  his  spirit,  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  his  mother,  on  earth, 
was  the  virgin  Mary;  but  the  mortal  bodies 
of  all  the  rest  of  us  have  had  earthly 
fathers,  a  supreme  distinction. 

— D.  M.  McAllister . 


SCIENCE  AND  RELIGION 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Ulah 

There  are  four  great  constructive 
agencies  in  the  world  today — science, 
philosophy,  art  and  religion.  A  correct 
understanding  of  the  distinctive  task  of 
each  of  these  instrumentalities  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  will  do  much  to  dispel  the  supposed 
conflict  between  science  and  religion. 

What  is  the  distinctive  task  of  each  of 
these  agencies?  A  very  simple  illustration 
will  aid  us  in  finding  the  right  answer  to 
this  vital  question.  You  have  in  your 
pocket  a  little  machine.  It  is  round  in 
shape  and  rather  flat.  On  one  side  there 
is  a  dial,  with  moving  hands  that  mark 
time,  or  time  intervals.  You  can  approach 
this  litle  machine  from  four  distinct  angles. 

Suppose  the  watch  should  stop  running. 
You  would  immediately  be  confronted 
with  a  problem- — the  problem  of  finding 
out  just  why  the  watch  had  stopped  going. 
That  is  a  problem  in  science.  It  is  a  very 
simple  task  to  be  sure.  If  a  technician  in 
watch  making  should  examine  the  watch 
and  determine  just  why  it  had  stopped, 
and  do  no  more,  he  would  have  performed 
a  purely  scientific  task.  For  it  is  the  dis¬ 
tinctive  task  of  science  to  find  the  facts 
and  discover  the  truth.  If  this  watch 
technician  were  disposed  to  act  like  a  real 
scientists,  and  you  should  ask  him  to  re¬ 
pair  your  watch,  he  would  promptly  say, 
“I  do  not  repair  watches.  '  I  am  a  scientist. 
I  simply  find  the  facts.” 

Now  suppose  you  should  become  in¬ 
terested  in  the  precise  function  of  your 
watch  in  its  relationship  to  the  sum  total 
of  truth;  and  should  want  to  know  the 
relation  of  the  element  of  time,  or  time 
measurement,  to  the  totality  of  truth,  you 
would  be  confronted  with  a  problem  in 
philosophy.  For  it  is  the  task  of  phil¬ 
osophy  to  systematize  and  unify  truth. 
If  you  should  desire  to  solve  this  problem 
you  would  call  to  your  assistance  a  phil¬ 
osopher.  For  the  philosopher  is  a  unifier 
of  truth. 

Suppose  you  should  become  dissatis¬ 
fied  with  the  ornamentation  on  your 
watch  case.  You  would  then  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  task  in  art.  For  it  is  the 
distinctive  task  of  art  to  create  the  beauti¬ 
ful;  and  to  put  a  robe  of  beauty  on  things 
to  signify  that  they  are  complete. 

Finally  suppose  your  watch  should  stop 
running  because  the  main  spring  had  lost 
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speak  indelicately,  I  have  not  spoken 
lewdly. 

Youth,  be  not  disturbed.  Be  valiant. 
God  lives.  The  Gospel  is  his  way  of  life. 
Follow  the  Gospel  path  to  eternal  life, 
"And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent (John 
17:3.) 

May  the  Lord  give  us  his  spirit,  bring 
home  to  our  hearts  the  necessity  of  chas¬ 
tity  for  every  man  and  every  woman,  of 
every  boy  and  every  girl,  I  ask,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


MAN'S  RELATIONSHIP  TO  DEITY 


Numerous  sayings  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  which  are  found  in  the  New 
Testament,  clearly  show  that  all  human 
beings  bear  the  same  spiritual  relationship 
to  God  that  Jesus  always  emphatically 
claimed  for  himself — namely,  that  God  is 
the  Father  of  our  spirits,  in  which  is  the 
intelligence  that  we  each  possess.  "Our 
Father  which  art  in  heaven,"  are  the  first 
words  of  the  prayer  he  taught  his  disciples, 
and  "Father"  is  the  hallowed  name  he 
most  frequently  used  in  all  his  allusions  to 
the  Almighty  God,  not  only  in  designa¬ 
tion  of  his  own  relationship  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  but  also  as  applied  to  all 
mankind,  whom  he  claimed  as  his  brethren 
and  sisters.  Neither  can  that  most  filial 
word,  Father,  as  so  often  lovingly  uttered 
by  our  Elder  Brother,  be  regarded  as  a 
merely  figurative  expression;  it  was  always 
clearly  evident  that  he  meant  it  for  an 
actual,  not  figurative,  declaration.  •  He  was 
in  very  deed  a  Son  of  the  Most  High,  in 
his  spirit,  just  as  he  also  was  a  Son  when 
his  spirit  body  was  combined  with  his 
earthly  tabernacle,  when  born  of  his  di¬ 
vinely  selected  mother  in  the  flesh. 

Like  unto  Jesus  the  Christ,  all  man¬ 
kind,  who  have  ever  lived  on  this  earth, 
have  had  a  spiritual  birth  and  an  earthly 
birth.  There  is,  however,  a  vast  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  birth,  on  earth,  of  the  Mes¬ 
siah  and  all  others;  he  was  begotten  on 
earth  by  the  Father  of  his  spirit,  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  his  mother,  on  earth, 
was  the  virgin  Mary;  but  the  mortal  bodies 
of  all  the  rest  of  us  have  had  earthly 
fathers,  a  supreme  distinction. 

— D.  M.  McAllister . 


SCIENCE  AND  RELIGION 

By  NEPHI  JENSEN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah 

There  are  four  great  constructive 
agencies  in  the  world  today — science, 
philosophy,  art  and  religion.  A  correct 
understanding  of  the  distinctive  task  of 
each  of  these  instrumentalities  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  will  do  much  to  dispel  the  supposed 
conflict  between  science  and  religion. 

What  is  the  distinctive  task  of  each  of 
these  agencies?  A  very  simple  illustration 
will  aid  us  in  finding  the  right  answer  to 
this  vital  question.  You  have  in  your 
pocket  a  little  machine.  It  is  round  in 
shape  and  rather  flat.  On  one  side  there 
is  a  dial,  with  moving  hands  that  mark 
time,  or  time  intervals.  You  can  approach 
this  litle  machine  from  four  distinct  angles. 

Suppose  the  watch  should  stop  running. 
You  would  immediately  be  confronted 
with  a  problem- — the  problem  of  finding 
out  just  why  the  watch  had  stopped  going. 
That  is  a  problem  in  science.  It  is  a  very 
simple  task  to  be  sure.  If  a  technician  in 
watch  making  should  examine  the  watch 
and  determine  just  why  it  had  stopped, 
and  do  no  more,  he  would  have  performed 
a  purely  scientific  task.  For  it  is  the  dis¬ 
tinctive  task  of  science  to  find  the  facts 
and  discover  the  truth.  If  this  watch 
technician  were  disposed  to  act  like  a  real 
scientists,  and  you  should  ask  him  to  re¬ 
pair  your  watch,  he  would  promptly  say, 
"I  do  not  repair  watches.  '  I  am  a  scientist. 
I  simply  find  the  facts." 

Now  suppose  you  should  become  in¬ 
terested  in  the  precise  function  of  your 
watch  in  its  relationship  to  the  sum  total 
of  truth;  and  should  want  to  know  the 
relation  of  the  element  of  time,  or  time 
measurement,  to  the  totality  of  truth,  you 
would  be  confronted  with  a  problem  in 
philosophy.  For  it  is  the  task  of  phil¬ 
osophy  to  systematize  and  unify  truth. 
If  you  should  desire  to  solve  this  problem 
you  would  call  to  your  assistance  a  phil¬ 
osopher.  For  the  philosopher  is  a  unifier 
of  truth. 

Suppose  you  should  become  dissatis¬ 
fied  with  the  ornamentation  on  your 
watch  case.  You  would  then  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  task  in  art.  For  it  is  the 
distinctive  task  of  art  to  create  the  beauti¬ 
ful;  and  to  put  a  robe  of  beauty  on  things 
to  signify  that  they  are  complete. 

Finally  suppose  your  watch  should  stop 
running  because  the  main  spring  had  lost 
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its  elasticity;  and  you  should  touch  the 
spring  with  some  energizing  substance  and 
re-sensitize  it.  You  would  be  performing 
a  task  analogous  to  the  task  of  religion. 
For  it  is  the  distinctive  mission  of  religion 
to  touch  the  mainspring  of  the  soul — the 
conscience — and  awaken  it  to  a  new  life, 
energy  and  power. 

Or,  substituting  truth  for  the  watch: 
it  is  the  special  mission  of  science  to  dis¬ 
cover  truth;  it  is  the  special  mission  of 
philosophy  to  unify  and  systematize  truth; 
it  is  the  special  mission  of  art  to  put  a 
robe  of  beauty  on  the  truth;  and  it  is  the 
distinctive  mission  of  religion  to  kindle  in 
the  heart  a  love  for  the  truth. 

More  than  any  other  religion  in  the 
world,  Mormonism  fulfills  this  high  mis¬ 
sion  of  religion.  By  its  new  revelations 
of  God’s  purposes,  regarding  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  His  Kingdom  in  the  world,  it  in¬ 
tensifies  faith  in  God  and  awakens  the 
deathless  love  for  truth  that  leads  to  the 
glorification  of  the  beautiful,  the  good, 
and  the  true. 


RECKONING 


At  this  season  of  harvest,  when  the 
world  looks  upon  the  fruits  of  its  labors 
with  an  appraising  eye,  some  of  us  find 
that  the  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  bounte¬ 
ous  return,  and  some  of  us  find  that  we 
have  labored  long  and  are  rewarded  with 
but  a  meagre  reaping.  Some  of  us  find 
that  we  have  lived  in  indolence  and  that 
now  we  must  eat  from  the  fruits  of  other 
men's  labors,  and  for  such  unearned  bread 
we  find  little  appetite.  Others  find  that 
they  have  much  increase  of  this  world’s 
goods,  but  have  paid  too  great  a  price  for 
the  things  they  garner.  All  of  us  would 
do  well  to  look  back  and  evaluate  the 
fruits  of  our  labors  with  a  true  and  fear¬ 
less  sense  of  what  is  worthless  and  what  is 
of  great  worth.  But  whatever  our  labors 
have  yielded  and  whatever  price  has  been 
paid,  we  are,  in  truth,  rich  if  out  of  it  all 
we  have  learned  that  it  is  always  wisdom 
to  exchange  present  convenience  and  com¬ 
fort  for  future  independence  and  integrity, 
and  it  is  never  wise  to  forfeit  principles 
now  that  will  surely  have  to  be  redeemed 
at  great  cost  in  the  future — (By  Elder 
Richard  L.  Evans ,  of  the  First  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Seventy .  Taken  from  continuity 
of  radio  broadcast ) . 


A  CHILD  OF  ISRAEL  FINDS  HIS  OWN 

V  *  .  *■  .  ;  . ,  . ...till 

By  G.  W.  CURRAN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah 

Experiencing  conversion  into  the  True 
Church — The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  after  adhering  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  doctrine  for  49  years 
has  brought  the  greatest  joy  of  my  life. 

I  was  born  April  3,  1886  within  sight 
of  the  Hill  Cumorah  (Mormon  Hill) , 
near  Chapin,  Ontario,  New  York,  fifty 
years  to  the  day  after  the  restoration  of  the 
keys  for  the  gathering  of  the  Children  of 
Israel.  My  parents  were  Irish,  Roman 
Catholics,  as  were  all  my  known  relatives. 
I  never  saw  a  Mormon  until  the  month 
of  June,  1935. 

One  Saturday  evening  a  few  moments 
after  emerging  from  the  confessional  at 
St.  Marys  Church,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
(10  miles  south  of  the  hill  Cumorah), 
I  came  across  about  fifteen  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  preaching  on  the  street.  A  young 
lady  was  reading  from  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon — “And  he  that  saith  that  little 
children  need  baptism  denieth  the  mer¬ 
cies  of  Christ,  setteth  at  naught  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  him  and  the  power  of  his  redemp¬ 
tion."  These  words  placed  a  doubt  in 
my  mind  as  to  whether  I  was  properly 
baptized,  having  supposedly  been  bap¬ 
tized  as  an  infant.  With  the  doubt  came  a 
determination  to  investigate  with  the  idea 
of  learning  the  truth.  Introducing  my¬ 
self,  I  was  loaned  a  Book  of  Mormon, 
and  I  also  started  attending  the  missionary 
Sunday  School  meetings  the  next  morning, 
after  having  gone  to  communion  at  my 
Catholic  Church.  For  five  months  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  go  to  the  Catholic  Church,  con¬ 
fession  each  Saturday,  communion  Sunday 
at  9  A.  M.  and  the  Mormon  services  at 
10  a.  m. 

The  personalities  of  the  missionaries 
appealed  to  me  and  it  seemed  that  I  should 
have  known  these  people  many  years  be¬ 
fore;  they  seemed  closer  related  to  me 
than  my  own  relatives — a  joy  was  coming 
into  my  life  that  I  had  never  hoped  for — 
my  own  people  at  last! 

The  truths  which  these  missionaries  un¬ 
folded  to  me  were  implanted  in  my 
mind  and  I  dared  not  deny  them,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  fact  that  I  faced  the  ridicule  of 
my  relatives  and  friends.  For  a  period  of 
two  months  I  was  greatly  agitated  by  my 
own  indecision,  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
the  missionaries  were  admonishing  me  to 
take  my  time  and  investigate  thoroughly. 
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its  elasticity;  and  you  should  touch  the 
spring  with  some  energizing  substance  and 
re-sensitize  it.  You  would  be  performing 
a  task  analogous  to  the  task  of  religion. 
For  it  is  the  distinctive  mission  of  religion 
to  touch  the  mainspring  of  the  soul — the 
conscience — and  awaken  it  to  a  new  life, 
energy  and  power. 

Or,  substituting  truth  for  the  watch: 
it  is  the  special  mission  of  science  to  dis¬ 
cover  truth;  it  is  the  special  mission  of 
philosophy  to  unify  and  systematize  truth; 
it  is  the  special  mission  of  art  to  put  a 
robe  of  beauty  on  the  truth;  and  it  is  the 
distinctive  mission  of  religion  to  kindle  in 
the  heart  a  love  for  the  truth. 

More  than  any  other  religion  in  the 
world,  Mormonism  fulfills  this  high  mis¬ 
sion  of  religion.  By  its  new  revelations 
of  God's  purposes,  regarding  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  His  Kingdom  in  the  world,  it  in¬ 
tensifies  faith  in  God  and  awakens  the 
deathless  love  for  truth  that  leads  to  the 
glorification  of  the  beautiful,  the  good, 
and  the  true. 


RECKONING 


At  this  season  of  harvest,  when  the 
world  looks  upon  the  fruits  of  its  labors 
with  an  appraising  eye,  some  of  us  find 
that  the  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  bounte¬ 
ous  return,  and  some  of  us  find  that  we 
have  labored  long  and  are  rewarded  with 
but  a  meagre  reaping.  Some  of  us  find 
that  we  have  lived  in  indolence  and  that 
now  we  must  eat  from  the  fruits  of  other 
men's  labors,  and  for  such  unearned  bread 
we  find  little  appetite.  Others  find  that 
they  have  much  increase  of  this  world's 
goods,  but  have  paid  too  great  a  price  for 
the  things  they  garner.  All  of  us  would 
do  well  to  look  back  and  evaluate  the 
fruits  of  our  labors  with  a  true  and  fear¬ 
less  sense  of  what  is  worthless  and  what  is 
of  great  worth.  But  whatever  our  labors 
have  yielded  and  whatever  price  has  been 
paid,  we  are,  in  truth,  rich  if  out  of  it  all 
we  have  learned  that  it  is  always  wisdom 
to  exchange  present  convenience  and  com¬ 
fort  for  future  independence  and  integrity, 
and  it  is  never  wise  to  forfeit  principles 
now  that  will  surely  have  to  be  redeemed 
at  great  cost  in  the  future — (By  Elder 
Richard  L .  Evans ,  of  the  First  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Seventy .  Taken  from  continuity 
of  radio  broadcast ) . 


A  CHILD  OF  ISRAEL  FINDS  HIS  OWN 

•  .  •  *  .  ■  ‘  it 

By  G.  W.  CURRAN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Ulak 

Experiencing  conversion  into  the  True 
Church — The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  after  adhering  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  doctrine  for  49  years 
has  brought  the  greatest  joy  of  my  life. 

I  was  born  April  3,  1886  within  sight 
of  the  Hill  Cumorah  (Mormon  Hill) , 
near  Chapin,  Ontario,  New  York,  fifty 
years  to  the  day  after  the  restoration  of  the 
keys  for  the  gathering  of  the  Children  of 
Israel.  My  parents  were  Irish,  Roman 
Catholics,  as  were  all  my  known  relatives. 
I  never  saw  a  Mormon  until  the  month 
of  June,  1935. 

One  Saturday  evening  a  few  moments 
after  emerging  from  the  confessional  at 
St.  Marys  Church,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
(10  miles  south  of  the  hill  Cumorah), 
I  came  across  about  fifteen  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  preaching  on  the  street.  A  young 
lady  was  reading  from  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon — "And  he  that  saith  that  little 
children  need  baptism  denieth  the  mer¬ 
cies  of  Christ,  setteth  at  naught  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  him  and  the  power  of  his  redemp¬ 
tion."  These  words  placed  a  doubt  in 
my  mind  as  to  whether  I  was  properly 
baptized,  having  supposedly  been  bap¬ 
tized  as  an  infant.  With  the  doubt  came  a 
determination  to  investigate  with  the  idea 
of  learning  the  truth.  Introducing  my¬ 
self,  I  was  loaned  a  Book  of  Mormon, 
and  I  also  started  attending  the  missionary 
Sunday  School  meetings  the  next  morning, 
after  having  gone  to  communion  at  my 
Catholic  Church.  For  five  months  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  go  to  the  Catholic  Church,  con¬ 
fession  each  Saturday,  communion  Sunday 
at  9  A.  M.  and  the  Mormon  services  at 
10  a.  m. 

The  personalities  of  the  missionaries 
appealed  to  me  and  it  seemed  that  I  should 
have  known  these  people  many  years  be¬ 
fore;  they  seemed  closer  related  to  me 
than  my  own  relatives — a  joy  was  coming 
into  my  life  that  I  had  never  hoped  for — 
my  own  people  at  last! 

The  truths  which  these  missionaries  un¬ 
folded  to  me  were  implanted  in  my 
mind  and  I  dared  not  deny  them,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  fact  that  I  faced  the  ridicule  of 
my  relatives  and  friends.  For  a  period  of 
two  months  I  was  greatly  agitated  by  my 
own  indecision,  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
the  missionaries  were  admonishing  me  to 
take  my  time  and  investigate  thoroughly. 
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Sleepless  nights,  nights  given  over  to 
thoughts  of  possible  results  of  leaving  my 
church  and  joining  a  people  that  until 
now  were  entire  strangers  to  me.  Then  I 
decided  to  come  to  a  conclusion.  I  would 
go  to  the  altar,  receive  Holy  Communion 
and  make  my  decision,  one  way  or  the 
other.  However,  I  could  not  decide  and  I 
returned  to  my  seat  in  a  state  of  confusion. 
Then  the  thought  came  to  me,  “I  have 
done  practically  no  praying  in  the  matter/1 
The  admonition  of  the  missionaries  to 
resort  to  prayer  as  suggested  by  Moroni 
(Moroni  10:4,5)  came  to  my  mind. 
There  I  had  read: 

"And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things, 
I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would  ask  God, 
the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
of  these  things  are  not  true,-  and  if  ye  shall 
ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent, 
having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest  the 
truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  And  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things." 

After  praying  earnestly  I  began  to  feel 
weak  like  a  child  and  remained  that  way 
for  sveral  minutes,  a  tear  coming  from  each 
eye.  The  people  ahead  of  me  vacated 
the  seat  and  directly  under  my  eyes  was  a 
little  kitten  curled  up  on  the  seat,  the 
first  kitten  I  had  ever  seen  in  church.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  words  of  the  Savior  came 
to  me — “Verily  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye 
be  converted,  and  become  as  little  children, 
ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  My  strength  returned,  I  picked 
up  the  little  kitten,  left  it  in  the  door  of 
the  church  and  walked  away.  Never  from 
that  time  on  was  I  bothered  about  inde¬ 
cision.  I  took  my  time  for  investigation 
and  gave  the  doctrine  a  most  thorough 
going  over. 

On  the  subject  of  baptism  I  found  it 
difficult  to  secure  authentic  Catholic  read¬ 
ing.  Going  into  the  public  library  one  day 
I  came  across  a  book  entitled  The  Belief 
of  Catholics,  by  Rev.  Ronald  A.  Knox, 
a  Catholic  Priest.  Turning  to  Baptism 
I  found  these  words: 

"The  implication  of  infant  baptism,  where 
its  efficacy  is  really  believed,  is  a  doctrine 
that  might  well  stagger  the  most  robust 
faith.  For  there  is  no  question  here  of  sup¬ 
posing  that  the  rite  produces  its  effects 
through  any  impression  which  it  makes  up¬ 
on  the  mind  /  nor  yet  that  it  derives  its  value 
from  any  dispositions  already  existing  in 


the  subject -it  is  naked  Sacramentalism, 
this  act  that  professes  to  awaken  a  soul  to 
the  life  of  grace  through  the  mere  applica¬ 
tion  of  an  external  ceremony." 

Cardinal  Gibbons  writing  in  a  book 
The  Faith  of  Our  Fathers ,  makes  it  clear 
that  his  church  has  changed  the  method 
as  shown  by  Christ,  but  claims  for  the 
church  the  right  of  official  interpretation. 
Rev.  Bertrand  L.  Conway  in  a  book  en¬ 
titled  The  Question  Box  with  a  circulation 
of  approximately  2,500,000  copies — a 
Catholic  publication,  admits  that  the  New 
Testament  makes  no  mention  of  infant 
baptism.  However  the  book  written  by 
Father  Knox  convinced  me  beyond  a  shad¬ 
ow  of  a  doubt  that  I  was  not  properly 
baptized  and  furnished  me  with  evidence 
that  there  was  need  for  a  restoration  as 
was  predicted  by  John  the  revelator  when 
he  wrote : 

"And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst 
of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people. -Rev.  14:6. 

I  had  not  realized  faith  nor  repentance 
previous  to  my  infant  baptism  and  the 
truths  as  contained  in  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon  were  contributing  factors  toward  my 
decision  to  leave  the  Catholic  Church  and 
join  the  Mormon. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  accept  Joseph 
Smith  as  a  prophet.  Why  should  we  be 
left  in  darkness,  if  truths  had  been  taken 
away?  Wasn’t  it  only  reasonable  that 
the  people  living  on  this  continent  at 
Christ's  coming  should  like  ourselves  re¬ 
ceive  the  Gospel  and  be  visited  by  the 
Savior?  It  remained  however  for  the 
truths  in  connection  with  the  Gathering  of 
Israel  to  cinch  my  conversion  and  I  was 
delighted  to  announce  to  the  missionaries 
that  I  was  ready  for  baptism,  after  five 
months  of  study. 

I  was  baptized  at  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  No¬ 
vember  10th,  1935.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  my  privilege  to  spend  two  years 
among  my  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Mor¬ 
mon  Church.  These  have  been  the  hap¬ 
piest  years  of  my  life — to  know  that  I 
am  a  descendant  of  Joseph  and  Ephriam 
and  that  I  am  one  of  the  first  to  gain  a 
knowledge  of  the  true  Gospel  as  it  has 
been  restored — brings  joy  and  happiness 
in  abundance. 

I  left  the  Catholic  Church  without  a 
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quarrel,  in  fact  I  went  to  confession  the 
night  before  my  baptism.  I  know  that 
within  that  church  there  are  millions  of 
good,  sincere  people — many  whom  I  would 
not  feel  equal  to,  in  their  God-like  lives. 
I  have  a  daughter  that  is  devoting  her  life 
as  a  nun  in  the  order  of  St.  Joseph. 
Still,  in  a  pre-existence  I  must  have  merited 
gaining  these  truths  and  the  envious  posi¬ 
tion  as  heir  for  my  entire  family. 

I  am  ever  grateful  to  the  martyr  Joseph 
Smith  for  bringing  forth  these  truths, 
through  the  divine  guidance  which  fol¬ 
lowed  him  through  his  life  and  gave  him 
courage  to  stay  with  truth,  even  though 
it  cost  him  his  life.  I  am  thankful  to 
the  missionaries  who,  as  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord,  brought  me  this 
Gospel.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  born  in  these  times  when 
the  fullness  of  the  Gospel  is  on  the  earth 
and  for  being  one  of  those  whose  identity 
as  a  child  of  Israel  carries  with  it  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  carrying  to  all  nations  the 
restored  Gospel.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for 
the  organization  of  this  Church,  that 
none  of  its  leaders  claim  the  authority  to 
change  the  original  plain  teachings  of  the 
Savior. 

I  am  thankful  for  two  promises  of  the 
Scripture: 

"For  a  small  moment  have  I  forsaken 
thee  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather 
thee."  -  Isaiah  54:7. 

"And  I  will  take  you  one  of  a  city,  and 
two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  you  to 
Zion."- Jeremiah  3:14. 


MORMON 

A  Prophet  thou  whose  ancient  voice 
Goes  forth  in  many  climes, 

To  bid  them  make  of  God  their  choice 
In  the  Fulness  of  the  Times. 

Thy  name  is  heard  in  many  lands 
And  held  for  good  and  ill; 

Thy  message  reaches  human  hands 
From  out  Cumorah  Hill. 

The  book  which  bears  thy  honored  name 
Is  read  throughout  the  earth; 

'Twill  some  day  gain  a  sacred  fame 
When  men  shall  know  its  worth. 

To  thee  we  offer  heartfelt  thanks 
For  the  message  we've  received — 

For  the  salvaged  souls  that  fill  the  ranks 
Of  those  who  have  believed. 

— Aubrey  J.  Parker . 


A  TITHING  APPEAL 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Calif. 

The  harvest  has  just  been  gathered. 
The  farmer  is  engaged  in  taking  stock  of 
his  worldly  goods.  And.  if  he  is  a  good 
Latter-day  Saint,  he  is  also  wondering 
what  his  tithe  shall  be  unto  the  Lord  and 
His  Church.  The  rest  of  us,  who  are  not 
farmers,  should  be  regularly  taking  stock 
of  our  worldly  incomes  and  possessions, 
with  a  view  to  paying  unto  the  Lord  and 
His  Church  the  tenth  required. 

On  what  is  your  testimony  of  the  law 
of  tithing  based?  Is  it  just  a  matter  of 
fairness  in  dealing  with  the  Lord  and  His 
Church?  Is  it  because  the  scriptures  re¬ 
quire  it?  Is  it  because  the  privileges  and 
blessings  which  you  now  enjoy  are  worth 
far  more  than  the  tenth  which  is  required? 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  any  one  who  be¬ 
lieves  in  a  personal  Creator  of  the  universe 
— and  surely  it  requires  an  extremely  wide 
stretch  of  imagination  not  to  believe  in 
a  personad  God — must  instinctively  feel  a 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  Author  of  life 
and  light.  There  are  so  many  things  for 
which  we  are  obviously  indebted  to  our 
Creator: — life;  health;  strength;  normal 
minds  the  ability  to  understand  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  right  and  wrong,  and  to 
choose  the  right;  friends  and  loved  ones, 
and  the  opportunity  to  love  and  be  loved; 
the  ability  to  accumulate  enough  of  this 
world's  goods  to  satisfy  needs  if  not 
wants;  the  ability  to  understand  and  ap¬ 
preciate  in  a  small  measure,  at  least,  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ; — these  are  just  a 
few  of  the  many  things  for  which  we  all 
owe  an  immeasurable  obligation  to  an  al¬ 
mighty  God.  And  so,  why  not  a  tithing 
of  this  world's  goods  to  the  great  God, 
through  the  medium  of  His  Church. 

So  much  for  our  first  question.  And 
now  what  of  the  second.  Is  it  because 
the  scriptures  require  it?  If  you  will  par¬ 
don  a  personal  family  reference,  I  was 
practically  bred,  and  born,  and  reared  with 
the  scriptures.  My  grandfather,  who  was 
an  English  convert  to  the  Church,  was  the 
founder  and  first  Bishop  of  a  Ward  in 
northern  Utah.  My  father,  as  a  boy,  sat 
in  the  Ward  Church-house  Sunday  after 
Sunday,  and  listened  to  his  father  preach 
tithing  from  the  scriptures.  Likewise, 
my  own  father  was  a  pioneer  and  Bishop 
of  the  Church  in  south-eastern  Idaho. 
And  I,  in  turn,  have  sat  Sunday  after 
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quarrel,  in  fact  I  went  to  confession  the 
night  before  my  baptism.  I  know  that 
within  that  church  there  are  millions  of 
good,  sincere  people — many  whom  I  would 
not  feel  equal  to,  in  their  God-like  lives. 
I  have  a  daughter  that  is  devoting  her  life 
as  a  nun  in  the  order  of  St,  Joseph. 
Still,  in  a  pre-existence  I  must  have  merited 
gaining  these  truths  and  the  envious  posi¬ 
tion  as  heir  for  my  entire  family. 

I  am  ever  grateful  to  the  martyr  Joseph 
Smith  for  bringing  forth  these  truths, 
through  the  divine  guidance  which  fol¬ 
lowed  him  through  his  life  and  gave  him 
courage  to  stay  with  truth,  even  though 
it  cost  him  his  life.  I  am  thankful  to 
the  missionaries  who,  as  instruments  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord,  brought  me  this 
Gospel.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  being  born  in  these  times  when 
the  fullness  of  the  Gospel  is  on  the  earth 
and  for  being  one  of  those  whose  identity 
as  a  child  of  Israel  carries  with  it  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  carrying  to  all  nations  the 
restored  Gospel.  I  am  deeply  grateful  for 
the  organization  of  this  Church,  that 
none  of  its  leaders  claim  the  authority  to 
change  the  original  plain  teachings  of  the 
Savior. 

I  am  thankful  for  two  promises  of  the 
Scripture: 

'Tor  a  small  moment  have  I  forsaken 
thee  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather 
thee." -Isaiah  54:7. 

"And  I  will  take  y°u  one  °f  a  city,  and 
two  of  a  family/  and  I  will  bring  you  to 
Zion."  -  Jeremiah  3:14. 


MORMON 

A  Prophet  thou  whose  ancient  voice 
Goes  forth  in  many  climes, 

To  bid  them  make  of  God  their  choice 
In  the  Fulness  of  the  Times. 

Thy  name  is  heard  in  many  lands 
And  held  for  good  and  ill; 

Thy  message  reaches  human  hands 
From  out  Cumorah  Hill. 

The  book  which  bears  thy  honored  name 
Is  read  throughout  the  earth; 

’Twill  some  day  gain  a  sacred  fame 
When  men  shall  know  its  worth. 

To  thee  we  offer  heartfelt  thanks 
For  the  message  we’ve  received — 

For  the  salvaged  souls  that  fill  the  ranks 
Of  those  who  have  believed. 

— Aubrey  J.  Parker . 


A  TITHING  APPEAL 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Calif. 

The  harvest  has  just  been  gathered. 
The  farmer  is  engaged  in  taking  stock  of 
his  worldly  goods.  And.  if  he  is  a  good 
Latter-day  Saint,  he  is  also  wondering 
what  his  tithe  shall  be  unto  the  Lord  and 
His  Church.  The  rest  of  us,  who  are  not 
farmers,  should  be  regularly  taking  stock 
of  our  worldly  incomes  and  possessions, 
with  a  view  to  paying  unto  the  Lord  and 
His  Church  the  tenth  required. 

On  what  is  your  testimony  of  the  law 
of  tithing  based?  Is  it  just  a  matter  of 
fairness  in  dealing  with  the  Lord  and  His 
Church?  Is  it  because  the  scriptures  re¬ 
quire  it?  Is  it  because  the  privileges  and 
blessings  which  you  now  enjoy  are  worth 
far  more  than  the  tenth  which  is  required? 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  any  one  who  be¬ 
lieves  in  a  personal  Creator  of  the  universe 
— and  surely  it  requires  an  extremely  wide 
stretch  of  imagination  not  to  believe  in 
a  personad  God — must  instinctively  feel  a 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  Author  of  life 
and  light.  There  are  so  many  things  for 
which  we  are  obviously  indebted  to  our 
Creator: — life;  health;  strength;  normal 
minds  the  ability  to  understand  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  right  and  wrong,  and  to 
choose  the  right;  friends  and  loved  ones, 
and  the  opportunity  to  love  and  be  loved; 
the  ability  to  accumulate  enough  of  this 
world's  goods  to  satisfy  needs  if  not 
wants;  the  ability  to  understand  and  ap¬ 
preciate  in  a  small  measure,  at  least,  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ; — these  are  just  a 
few  of  the  many  things  for  which  we  all 
owe  an  immeasurable  obligation  to  an  al¬ 
mighty  God.  And  so,  why  not  a  tithing 
of  this  world’s  goods  to  the  great  God, 
through  the  medium  of  His  Church. 

So  much  for  our  first  question.  And 
now  what  of  the  second.  Is  it  because 
the  scriptures  require  it?  If  you  will  par¬ 
don  a  personal  family  reference,  I  was 
practically  bred,  and  born,  and  reared  with 
the  scriptures.  My  grandfather,  who  was 
an  English  convert  to  the  Church,  was  the 
founder  and  first  Bishop  of  a  Ward  in 
northern  Utah.  My  father,  as  a  boy,  sat 
in  the  Ward  Church-house  Sunday  after 
Sunday,  and  listened  to  his  father  preach 
tithing  from  the  scriptures.  Likewise, 
my  own  father  was  a  pioneer  and  Bishop 
of  the  Church  in  south-eastern  Idaho. 
And  I,  in  turn,  have  sat  Sunday  after 
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Sunday  and  listened  to  my  father  preach 
tithing  from  the  scriptures.  Last  and 
least,  I  myself  was  a  Church  pioneer  and 
branch  president  in  southern  Arizona. 
And  I,  in  my  turn,  have  preached  tithing 
Sunday  after  Sunday  from  the  scriptures. 
Also,  I  might  say,  in  passing,  that  by  the 
law  of  heredity  is  one  very  good  way  to 
build  up  one's  testimony  regarding  the 
divinity  of  the  law  of  tithing. 

But  that  is  not  the  way  I  like  to  preach 
tithing  best.  Which  brings  us  to  the  third 
and  last  question.  Is  it  because  the  priv¬ 
ileges  and  blessings  which  you  now  en¬ 
joy  are  worth  far  more  than  the  tenth 
which  is  required?  What’s  it  worth  to 
you  to  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  heaven 
who  hears  and  answers  prayer?  What’s 
it  worth  to  you  to  know  that,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  only  true  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  you  may  take  part  in  that  Church 
— with  its  marvelous  organization  and  its 
unmatched  gifts  and  blessings?  What’s  it 
worth  to  you  to  know  that  your  children 
may  be  baptized  and  your  loved  one’s 
may  be  healed  under  the  hands  of  the 
Priesthood  of  Almighty  God?  What’s  it 
worth  to  you  to  know  that  you  may  go  to 
the  temples  of  the  Lord  and  receive  of 
His  ordinances  for  yourselves  and  your 
loved  ones — for  time  and  eternity?  What’s 
it  worth,  oh  what's  it  worth!  Is  it  worth 
more  than  the  giving  of  a  mere  one-tenth 
unto  the  Lord?  Verily,  it  is — many 
times  over. 

So  let  us  take  anew  the  vow  of  Jacob 
of  old,  as  he  vowed  his  vow  unto  the 
Lord:  ‘‘If  thou  wilt  give  me  food  to 

eat  and  raiment  to  wear,  of  all  that  thou 
wilt  give  me,  I  will  surely  return  the 
tenth  unto  thee."  Then  shall  our  house 
be  built  upon  a  rock.  And  though  the 
rains  may  come,  the  winds  blow,  and  the 
floods  descend, — they  shall  beat  in  vain 
upon  our  house.  It  shall  not  fall. 


Before  you  say  an  ill  word  about  an¬ 
other  ask  yourself, 

Is  it  true? 

Is  it  kind? 

Is  it  necessary? 

— Reed  Smoot. 


Wherever  you  see  persecution,  there  is 
more  than  a  probability  that  truth  is  on 
the  persecuted  side. — Latimer. 


DEFICIENCY  DISEASES 


Have  you  the  rickets?  Most  likely 
your  answer  is,  "No.  My  bones  are  straight 
and  sound  and  fully  developed,  and  my 
joints  are  strong  and  supporting." 

Are  you  troubled  with  scurvy?  "No, 
no,"  you  say,  "I  have  no  sign  of  anemia. 
My  gums  are  in  the  pink  of  condition  and 
I  feel  strong  and  physically  fit." 

Notice  in  yourself  any  of  the  effects 
of  beri-beri?  "Certainly  not,  every  nerve 
is  active,  every  muscle  responsive  and  I  am 
in  kingly  control  of  my  usual  voluntary 
body  action." 

Good.  You  must  be  supplying  your 
body  with  approximately  what  is  re¬ 
quired  for  proper  development  and  func¬ 
tion.  And  yet  my  queries  strike  deeper 
than  that.  Are  you  altogether  sure  you 
can  give  negative  answer  to  each  of  the 
above  questions? 

The  time  was  when  the  cause  of  these 
diseases  was  not  known  and  people  would 
suffer  from  their  effects  without  under¬ 
standing  how  to  combat  them.  Then  we 
learned  that  they  were  deficiency  diseases. 
The  required  vital  elements  of  food  were 
not  being  supplied  and  though  the  body 
was  being  regularly  filled,  it  was  in  a 
sense,  literally  starving. 

Scientists  have  discovered  that  certain 
food  constituents  which  they  choose  to  call 
vitamines  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
full  development  and  proper  function  of 
the  body.  We  do  not  know  exactly  what 
these  vitamins  are,  but  they  have  been 
isolated  and  classified  as  vitamin  A,  vita¬ 
min  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  G.  Perhaps  no  one 
item  of  food  contains  all  of  them  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity,  but  they  are  distributed 
throughout  the  wide  range  of  food  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  in  proper  variety  of  nutritive  in¬ 
take  the  body  is  supplied  with  all  the  re¬ 
quired  elements.  Omit  the  class  of  food 
supplying  either  vitamin  and  a  deficiency 
disease  is  the  result. 

This  is  admittedly  true  of  the  physical 
body,  but  man  is  more  than  physical.  Our 
Lord  taught  that  "Man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone."  The  spiritual  part  is  the 
real  entity  of  man.  The  physical  body 
is  but  his  house  or  home.  May  it  be  that 
we  have  provided  well  for  the  house  and 
starved  the  tenant?  If  the  spirit  is  to  be 
verile,  strong  and  active,  it  must  be  fed, 
and  as  the  body  requires  a  variety  of  nu¬ 
trition,  so  the  well  rounded,  properly  func- 
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Sunday  and  listened  to  my  father  preach 
tithing  from  the  scriptures.  Last  and 
least,  I  myself  was  a  Church  pioneer  and 
branch  president  in  southern  Arizona. 
And  I,  in  my  turn,  have  preached  tithing 
Sunday  after  Sunday  from  the  scriptures. 
Also,  I  might  say,  in  passing,  that  by  the 
law  of  heredity  is  one  very  good  way  to 
build  up  one's  testimony  regarding  the 
divinity  of  the  law  of  tithing. 

But  that  is  not  the  way  I  like  to  preach 
tithing  best.  Which  brings  us  to  the  third 
and  last  question.  Is  it  because  the  priv¬ 
ileges  and  blessings  which  you  now  en¬ 
joy  are  worth  far  more  than  the  tenth 
which  is  required?  What's  it  worth  to 
you  to  know  that  there  is  a  God  in  heaven 
who  hears  and  answers  prayer?  What’s 
it  worth  to  you  to  know  that,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  only  true  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  you  may  take  part  in  that  Church 
— with  its  marvelous  organization  and  its 
unmatched  gifts  and  blessings?  What's  it 
worth  to  you  to  know  that  your  children 
may  be  baptized  and  your  loved  one's 
may  be  healed  under  the  hands  of  the 
Priesthood  of  Almighty  God?  What's  it 
worth  to  you  to  know  that  you  may  go  to 
the  temples  of  the  Lord  and  receive  of 
His  ordinances  for  yourselves  and  your 
loved  ones — for  time  and  eternity?  What's 
it  worth,  oh  what's  it  worth!  Is  it  worth 
more  than  the  giving  of  a  mere  one-tenth 
unto  the  Lord?  Verily,  it  is — many 
times  over. 

So  let  us  take  anew  the  vow  of  Jacob 
of  old,  as  he  vowed  his  vow  unto  the 
Lord:  “If  thou  wilt  give  me  food  to 

eat  and  raiment  to  wear,  of  all  that  thou 
wilt  give  me,  I  will  surely  return  the 
tenth  unto  thee.''  Then  shall  our  house 
be  built  upon  a  rock.  And  though  the 
rains  may  come,  the  winds  blow,  and  the 
floods  descend, — they  shall  beat  in  vain 
upon  our  house.  It  shall  not  fall . 


Before  you  say  an  ill  word  about  an¬ 
other  ask  yourself, 

Is  it  true? 

Is  it  kind? 

Is  it  necessary? 

— Reed  Smoot . 


Wherever  you  see  persecution,  there  is 
more  than  a  probability  that  truth  is  on 
the  persecuted  side. — Latimer. 


DEFICIENCY  DISEASES 


Have  you  the  rickets?  Most  likely 
your  answer  is,  “No.  My  bones  are  straight 
and  sound  and  fully  developed,  and  my 
joints  are  strong  and  supporting.” 

Are  you  troubled  with  scurvy?  “No, 
no,”  you  say,  “I  have  no  sign  of  anemia. 
My  gums  are  in  the  pink  of  condition  and 
I  feel  strong  and  physically  fit.” 

Notice  in  yourself  any  of  the  effects 
of  beri-beri?  “Certainly  not,  every  nerve 
is  active,  every  muscle  responsive  and  I  am 
in  kingly  control  of  my  usual  voluntary 
body  action.” 

Good.  You  must  be  supplying  your 
body  with  approximately  what  is  re¬ 
quired  for  proper  development  and  func¬ 
tion.  And  yet  my  queries  strike  deeper 
than  that.  Are  you  altogether  sure  you 
can  give  negative  answer  to  each  of  the 
above  questions? 

The  time  was  when  the  cause  of  these 
diseases  was  not  known  and  people  would 
suffer  from  their  effects  without  under¬ 
standing  how  to  combat  them.  Then  we 
learned  that  they  were  deficiency  diseases. 
The  required  vital  elements  of  food  were 
not  being  supplied  and  though  the  body 
was  being  regularly  filled,  it  was  in  a 
sense,  literally  starving. 

Scientists  have  discovered  that  certain 
food  constituents  which  they  choose  to  call 
vitamines  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
full  development  and  proper  function  of 
the  body.  We  do  not  know  exactly  what 
these  vitamins  are,  but  they  have  been 
isolated  and  classified  as  vitamin  A,  vita¬ 
min  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  G.  Perhaps  no  one 
item  of  food  contains  all  of  them  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity,  but  they  are  distributed 
throughout  the  wide  range  of  food  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  in  proper  variety  of  nutritive  in¬ 
take  the  body  is  supplied  with  all  the  re¬ 
quired  elements.  Omit  the  class  of  food 
supplying  either  vitamin  and  a  deficiency 
disease  is  the  result. 

This  is  admittedly  true  of  the  physical 
body,  but  man  is  more  than  physical.  Our 
Lord  taught  that  “Man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone.”  The  spiritual  part  is  the 
real  entity  of  man.  The  physical  body 
is  but  his  house  or  home.  May  it  be  that 
we  have  provided  well  for  the  house  and 
starved  the  tenant?  If  the  spirit  is  to  be 
verile,  strong  and  active,  it  must  be  fed, 
and  as  the  body  requires  a  variety  of  nu¬ 
trition,  so  the  well  rounded,  properly  func- 
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tioning  spirit  must  draw  from  a  wide  range 
of  spiritual  food.  Otherwise  there  is  spir¬ 
itual  rickets,  spiritual  scurvy,  beri-beri  or 
other  signs  of  spiritual  starvation. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  classify  the 
spiritual  vitamins  and  say  which  spiritual 
food  contains  which  vitamin;  but  if  vita¬ 
min  A  is  found  only  in  prayer,  then  the 
reading  of  scripture,  without  prayer, 
though  it  may  be  rich  in  vitamines  B,  C, 
D,  E  and  G,  will  leave  the  spirit  insuf¬ 
ficiently  fed  and  subject  to  deficiency 
disease. 

Examine  any  particular  spiritual  food, 
such  as  fasting,  testimony  bearing,  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  worship, 
partaking  of  the  Sacrament,  tithe  paying, 
honesty,  virtue,  honoring  the  Priesthood 
and  the  many  others  and  you  will  find 
no  single  one  which  contains  all  the  spir¬ 
itual  vitamines. 

“There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in 
heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this 
world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are  predi¬ 
cated — And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing 
from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated. ” 

If  you  would  develop  and  maintain 
the  perfect  stature  of  a  well  rounded  and 
beautiful  spiritual  life,  draw  generously 
from  the  great  variety  of  spiritual  foods. 
Be  sure  you  are  getting  all  the  spiritual 
vitamines  and  avoid  the  rickets. 

— Larz  E.  Relram. 


Should  You  Feel  Inclined  to  Censure 


Should  y°u  feel  inclined  to  censure 
Faults  you  may  in  others  view, 

Ask  Your  own  heart  ere  you  venture, 
If  that  has  not  failings  too. 

Let  not  friendly  vows  be  broken/ 
Rather  strive  a  friend  to  gain  / 

Many  a  word  in  anger  spoken 
Finds  its  passage  home  again. 

Do  not,  then,  in  idle  pleasure, 

Trifle  with  another's  fame, 

Guard  it  as  a  valued  treasure, 

Sacred  as  your  own  good  name. 

Do  not  form  opinions  blindly/ 

Hastiness  to  trouble  tends. 

Those  of  whom  we  thought  unkindly 
Oft  become  our  warmest  friends. 

-  Anonymous. 


THE  WAY  TO  ETERNAL  LIFE 

The  purpose  of  God  in  providing  the 
earth-life  of  man  is  that  man  may  have 
eternal  life,  and  that  in  that  eternal  life 
he  might  have  ioy.  This  contemplates 
physical  life — existence,  self-conscious  ex¬ 
istence.  Spiritual  life  is  the  union  of  the 
spirit  of  man  with  the  Spirit  of  God.  And 
when  man  is  severed  from  union  with  God, 
he  is  spiritually  dead;  just  as  when  spirit 
is  separated  from  the  physical  body,  man 
is  physically  dead.  This  spiritual  death 
must  have  been  the  death  which  God  es¬ 
pecially  had  in  mind  when  he  said  to 
Adam  in  Eden  concerning  the  forbidden 
fruit:  “In  the  day  that  thou  eatest  there¬ 
of,  thou  shalt  surely  die.”  *  *  *  spiritually 
he  died,  for  he  was  driven  from  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God  in  the  very  day  that  he  trans¬ 
gressed  God’s  law,  and  became  fallen  man 
— separated  from  God  by  transgression  of 
law,  which  is  sin  (I  John  3:4).  This 
is  why  separation  from  the  presence  of 
God  in  the  judgment  day  is  called  “the 
second  death,”  which  is  the  same  death 
as  that  which  occurred  when  God  cast  man 
out  of  Eden  through  which  he  became 
“spiritually  dead” — separated  from  God. 
(Doctrine  ft  Covenants  Sec.  29:40-41). 

Redemption  from  physical  death  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  through  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  which  is  to  be  as  universal  as 
death;  “for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so 
in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive”  (I  Cor. 
15:22).  But  in  the  matter  of  spiritual 
death,  and  rebirth  to  spiritual  life — union 
with  God — we  are  dealing  with  another 
order  of  facts. 

As  a  ground  plan  for  the  restoration  of 
man’s  spiritual  life  is  the  atonement  of 
Jesus  Christ,  by  which  satisfaction  was 
rendered  for  the  broken  law;  by  his  atone¬ 
ment  the  Christ  became  the  propitiation  for 
Adam’s  sin  and  for  man’s  sin — “for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world”  (Rom.  3:25;  I 
John  2:2)  ;  for  a  propitiation  of  Adam’s 
sin  unconditionally:  for  man’s  individual 
sins  a  propitiation  on  condition  of  man’s 
acceptance  of  the  plan,  his  repentance  from 
sin,  and  perseverance  in  well  doing.  That 
is  to  say,  man’s  restoration  to  full  spiritual 
life — union  with  God — depends  upon  his 
knowledge  of  and  his  acceptance  of  God’s 
plan  for  his  salvation — the  Gospel. 

Hence  faith  becomes  a  condition  of  sal¬ 
vation  from  sin.  “Without  faith  it  is 
impossible  to  please  him  (God)  ;  for  he 
that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he 
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tioning  spirit  must  draw  from  a  wide  range 
of  spiritual  food.  Otherwise  there  is  spir¬ 
itual  rickets,  spiritual  scurvy,  beri-beri  or 
other  signs  of  spiritual  starvation. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  classify  the 
spiritual  vitamins  and  say  which  spiritual 
food  contains  which  vitamin;  but  if  vita¬ 
min  A  is  found  only  in  prayer,  then  the 
reading  of  scripture,  without  prayer, 
though  it  may  be  rich  in  vitamines  B,  C, 
D,  E  and  G,  will  leave  the  spirit  insuf¬ 
ficiently  fed  and  subject  to  deficiency 
disease. 

Examine  any  particular  spiritual  food, 
such  as  fasting,  testimony  bearing,  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  worship, 
partaking  of  the  Sacrament,  tithe  paying, 
honesty,  virtue,  honoring  the  Priesthood 
and  the  many  others  and  you  will  find 
no  single  one  which  contains  all  the  spir¬ 
itual  vitamines. 

1 ‘There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in 
heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this 
world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are  predi¬ 
cated — And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing 
from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated/' 

If  you  would  develop  and  maintain 
the  perfect  stature  of  a  well  rounded  and 
beautiful  spiritual  life,  draw  generously 
from  the  great  variety  of  spiritual  foods. 
Be  sure  you  are  getting  all  the  spiritual 
vitamines  and  avoid  the  rickets. 

— Larz  E.  Relram. 


Should  You  Feel  Inclined  to  Censure 


Should  yon  feel  inclined  to  censure 
Faults  you  may  in  others  view, 

Ask  your  own  heart  ere  you  venture, 
If  that  has  not  failings  too. 

Let  not  friendly  vows  be  broken/ 
Rather  strive  a  friend  to  gain; 

Many  a  word  in  anger  spoken 
Finds  its  passage  home  again. 

Do  not,  then,  in  idle  pleasure, 

Trifle  with  another's  fame, 

Guard  it  as  a  valued  treasure, 

Sacred  as  your  own  good  name. 

Do  not  form  opinions  blindly. 

Hastiness  to  trouble  tends. 

Those  of  whom  we  thought  unkindly 
Oft  become  our  warmest  friends. 

-Anonymous. 


THE  WAY  TO  ETERNAL  LIFE 

The  purpose  of  God  in  providing  the 
earth-life  of  man  is  that  man  may  have 
eternal  life,  and  that  in  that  eternal  life 
he  might  have  ioy.  This  contemplates 
physical  life — existence,  self-conscious  ex¬ 
istence.  Spiritual  life  is  the  union  of  the 
spirit  of  man  with  the  Spirit  of  God.  And 
when  man  is  severed  from  union  with  God, 
he  is  spiritually  dead;  just  as  when  spirit 
is  separated  from  the  physical  body,  man 
is  physically  dead.  This  spiritual  death 
must  have  been  the  death  which  God  es¬ 
pecially  had  in  mind  when  he  said  to 
Adam  in  Eden  concerning  the  forbidden 
fruit:  “In  the  day  that  thou  eatest  there¬ 
of,  thou  shalt  surely  die/'  *  *  *  spiritually 
he  died,  for  he  was  driven  from  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God  in  the  very  day  that  he  trans¬ 
gressed  God’s  law,  and  became  fallen  man 
— separated  from  God  by  transgression  of 
law,  which  is  sin  (I  John  3:4).  This 
is  why  separation  from  the  presence  of 
God  in  the  judgment  day  is  called  “the 
second  death,”  which  is  the  same  death 
as  that  which  occurred  when  God  cast  man 
out  of  Eden  through  which  he  became 
“spiritually  dead” — separated  from  God. 
(Doctrine  Covenants  Sec.  29:40-41). 

Redemption  from  physical  death  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  through  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  which  is  to  be  as  universal  as 
death;  “for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so 
in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive”  (I  Cor. 
15:22).  But  in  the  matter  of  spiritual 
death,  and  rebirth  to  spiritual  life — union 
with  God — we  are  dealing  with  another 
order  of  facts. 

As  a  ground  plan  for  the  restoration  of 
man's  spiritual  life  is  the  atonement  of 
Jesus  Christ,  by  which  satisfaction  was 
rendered  for  the  broken  law;  by  his  atone¬ 
ment  the  Christ  became  the  propitiation  for 
Adam's  sin  and  for  man's  sin — “for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world”  (Rom.  3:25;  I 
John  2:2)  ;  for  a  propitiation  of  Adam's 
sin  unconditionally:  for  man’s  individual 
sins  a  propitiation  on  condition  of  man's 
acceptance  of  the  plan,  his  repentance  from 
sin,  and  perseverance  in  well  doing.  That 
is  to  say,  man’s  restoration  to  full  spiritual 
life — union  with  God — depends  upon  his 
knowledge  of  and  his  acceptance  of  God's 
plan  for  his  salvation — the  Gospel. 

Hence  faith  becomes  a  condition  of  sal¬ 
vation  from  sin.  “Without  faith  it  is 
impossible  to  please  him  (God)  ;  for  he 
that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he 
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is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  seek  him."  (Heb.  11:6). 

Also  man  must  believe  in  the  Christ  as 
the  Savior  of  man,  each  must  own  him  as 
his  individual  Savior,  the  one  through 
whom  he  comes  to  God.  Jesus  saith: 
...  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life; 
no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by 
me."  (St.  John  14:6). 

Man  must  also  believe  in  the  Holy 
Ghost — the  spirit  of  Truth,  that  bears 
witness  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  (St. 
John  15:26)  ;  which  guides  into  all  truth, 
and  teaches  all  things  pertaining  to  God 
(St.  John  16:7-15)  :  but  whom  the  world 
cannot  receive,  but  is  a  special  blessing  for 
those  who  believe  and  accept  God's  plan  of 
spiritual  life  (St.  John  14:15-18). 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  agency  through 
which  is  brought  to  pass  the  spiritual  birth 
of  man.  "Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,"  said 
the  Christ.  And  in  further  explanation 
he  said  "Except  a  man  be  born  ...  of 
the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God."  (St.  John  3:3,  5). 

So  far,  faith  in  these  things  is  the  con¬ 
dition  necessary  to  participation  in  God's 
plan  of  spiritual  life.  Now  we  come  to 
action:  to  repentance,  which  may  be  de¬ 
fined  as  sorrow  for  sin  accompanied  by  a 
turning  away  from  it.  "Except  ye  repent 
ye  shall  .  .  .  perish,"  was  the  oft  repeated 
warning  of  the  Christ  (Luke  13:1-5). 
"Thus  it  behooved  Christ  to  suffer,  and 
to  rise  from  the  dead;  .  .  .  that  repentance 
and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached 
in  his  name  among  all  nations."  (St. 
Luke  24:46-47). 

"Repent  and  turn  yourselves  from  your 
idols;  and  turn  away  your  faces  from  all 
your  abominations,"  said  the  Lord  to 
ancient  Israel,  and  it  reflects  the  true  doc¬ 
trine  of  repentance  now  (Ezek.  14:6). 

Then  to  apply  all  this  to  the  individual 
and  make  it  effective  by  visible  symbolic 
accepatnce,  baptism  in  water,  and  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost — the  birth  of  the  water 
and  of  the  Spirit — of  the  Christ's  teaching 
— are  required.  To  the  inquiry  of  the 
multitude  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  "Men 
and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do?"  Peter 
answered, 

Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  prom¬ 
ise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  fhe  Lord  our  God  shall 
call -Acts  2:38-39. 


By  this  ordinance,  performed  in  the 
proper  manner — by  immersion,  the  com¬ 
plete  burial  of  the  one  baptized — is  shown 
forth  the  Christ's  death,  burial,  and  resur¬ 
rection  to  newness  of  life;  so,  too,  with 
the  person  baptized  are  the  death  and 
burial  of  the  old  man  of  sin,  and  the  ris¬ 
ing  of  the  new  man  pledged  unto  newness 
of  life.  Through  the  confirmation  prayer 
with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands — follow 
ing  the  birth  of  the  water — comes  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  one  enkindled 
soul  acting  under  authority  from  God, 
enkindles  another.  And  so  men  are  born 
again.  Born  into  fellowship  with  God. 
Born  into  spiritual  life — union  with  God 
through  the  Holy  Ghost.  So  born,  it  is 
for  men,  "giving  all  diligence,"  to  add  to 
their  "faith  virtue;  and  to  virtue,  knowl¬ 
edge;  and  to  knowledge,  temperance;  and 
to  temperance,  patience;  and  to  patience, 
godliness;  and  to  godliness,  brotherly  kind¬ 
ness;  and  to  brotherly  kindness,  charity. 
For  if  these  things  be  in  you,  and  abound, 
they  make  you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  bar¬ 
ren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  (II  Peter  1:6-8). 

By  taking  this  course  shall  men  co¬ 
operate  with  God,  become  fellow  workers 
with  him  in  bringing  about  the  purposes 
of  God  in  the  earth-life  of  man. 

And  this  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Christ, 
the  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  is 
unto  all  peoples.  Repent,  therefore,  all  ye 
people,  unto  whom  this  message  comes; 
and  know  ye  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  at  hand;  that  God  has  spoken  and  calls 
all  men  to  worship  him  and  obey  his 
truth. — Elder  B .  H.  Roberts. 


COMMONPLACE 


A  commonplace  life  we  say,  and  we  sigh/ 

But  why  should  we  sigh  as  we  say? 

The  commonplace  sun  in  the  commonplace 
sky 

Makes  up  the  commonplace  day. 

The  moon  and  the  stars  are  commonplace 
things,  - 

The  flower  that  blooms  and  the  bird  that 
sings,- 

But  sad  were  the  world  and  dark  our  lot 
If  the  flowers  failed  and  the  sun  shone 
no  t/- 

And  God,  who  sees  each  separate  soul, 
Out  of  commonplace  lives  makes  His  beauti¬ 
ful  whole. 


-Susan  Collidge. 
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is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  seek  him."  (Heb.  11:6). 

Also  man  must  believe  in  the  Christ  as 
the  Savior  of  man,  each  must  own  him  as 
his  individual  Savior,  the  one  through 
whom  he  comes  to  God.  Jesus  saith: 
...  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life; 
no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by 
me."  (St.  John  14:6). 

Man  must  also  believe  in  the  Holy 
Ghost — the  spirit  of  Truth,  that  bears 
witness  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  (St. 
John  15:26)  ;  which  guides  into  all  truth, 
and  teaches  all  things  pertaining  to  God 
(St.  John  16:7-15)  ;  but  whom  the  world 
cannot  receive,  but  is  a  special  blessing  for 
those  who  believe  and  accept  God's  plan  of 
spiritual  life  (St.  John  14:15-18). 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  agency  through 
which  is  brought  to  pass  the  spiritual  birth 
of  man.  "Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,"  said 
the  Christ.  And  in  further  explanation 
he  said  "Except  a  man  be  born  ...  of 
the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God."  (St.  John  3:3,  5). 

So  far,  faith  in  these  things  is  the  con¬ 
dition  necessary  to  participation  in  God's 
plan  of  spiritual  life.  Now  we  come  to 
action:  to  repentance,  which  may  be  de¬ 
fined  as  sorrow  for  sin  accompanied  by  a 
turning  away  from  it.  "Except  ye  repent 
ye  shall  .  .  .  perish,"  was  the  oft  repeated 
warning  of  the  Christ  (Luke  13:1-5). 
"Thus  it  behooved  Christ  to  suffer,  and 
to  rise  from  the  dead;  .  .  .  that  repentance 
and  remission  of  sins  should  be  preached 
in  his  name  among  all  nations."  (St. 
Luke  24:46-47). 

"Repent  and  turn  yourselves  from  your 
idols;  and  turn  away  your  faces  from  all 
your  abominations,"  said  the  Lord  to 
ancient  Israel,  and  it  reflects  the  true  doc¬ 
trine  of  repentance  now  (Ezek.  14:6). 

Then  to  apply  all  this  to  the  individual 
and  make  it  effective  by  visible  symbolic 
accepatnce,  baptism  in  water,  and  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost — the  birth  of  the  water 
and  of  the  Spirit — of  the  Christ's  teaching 
— are  required.  To  the  inquiry  of  the 
multitude  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  "Men 
and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do?"  Peter 
answered, 

Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  prom¬ 
ise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall 
call -Acts  2:38-39. 


By  this  ordinance,  performed  in  the 
proper  manner — by  immersion,  the  com¬ 
plete  burial  of  the  one  baptized — is  shown 
forth  the  Christ’s  death,  burial,  and  resur¬ 
rection  to  newness  of  life;  so,  too,  with 
the  person  baptized  are  the  death  and 
burial  of  the  old  man  of  sin,  and  the  ris¬ 
ing  of  the  new  man  pledged  unto  newness 
of  life.  Through  the  confirmation  prayer 
with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands — follow 
ing  the  birth  of  the  water — comes  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  one  enkindled 
soul  acting  under  authority  from  God, 
enkindles  another.  And  so  men  are  born 
again.  Born  into  fellowship  with  God. 
Born  into  spiritual  life — union  with  God 
through  the  Holy  Ghost.  So  born,  it  is 
for  men,  "giving  all  diligence,"  to  add  to 
their  "faith  virtue;  and  to  virtue,  knowl¬ 
edge;  and  to  knowledge,  temperance;  and 
to  temperance,  patience;  and  to  patience, 
godliness;  and  to  godliness,  brotherly  kind¬ 
ness;  and  to  brotherly  kindness,  charity. 
For  if  these  things  be  in  you,  and  abound, 
they  make  you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  bar¬ 
ren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  (II  Peter  1:6-8). 

By  taking  this  course  shall  men  co¬ 
operate  with  God,  become  fellow  workers 
with  him  in  bringing  about  the  purposes 
of  God  in  the  earth-life  of  man. 

And  this  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Christ, 
the  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  is 
unto  all  peoples.  Repent,  therefore,  all  ye 
people,  unto  whom  this  message  comes; 
and  know  ye  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  at  hand;  that  God  has  spoken  and  calls 
all  men  to  worship  him  and  obey  his 
truth. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts . 


COMMONPLACE 


A  commonplace  life  we  say,  and  we  sigh/ 

But  why  should  we  sigh  as  we  say? 

The  commonplace  sun  in  the  commonplace 
sky 

Makes  up  the  commonplace  day. 

The  moon  and  the  stars  are  commonplace 
things,  - 

The  flower  that  blooms  and  the  bird  that 
sings/ 

But  sad  were  the  world  and  dark  our  lot 
If  the  flowers  failed  and  the  sun  shone 
no  t/- 

And  God,  who  sees  each  separate  soul, 
Out  of  commonplace  lives  makes  His  beauti¬ 
ful  whole. 


-Susan  Collidge. 
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THE  STORY  OF  A  LITTLE  SEED 

By  ELDER  A.  Z.  RICHARDS,  JR. 

(From  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger) 

One  of  the  outstanding  doctrines  taught 
by  the  Latter-day  Saints  is  that  of  the 
resurrection.  They  believe  that  like  the 
kernel  of  wheat  which  is  put  into  the  earth 
to  die  and  to  bring  forth  its  fruit,  so  Jesus 
died,  was  buried,  and  rose  on  the  third  day 
to  make  our  eternal  progress  possible.  As 
a  result  of  the  atonement  and  resurrection 
of  our  Savior,  millions  of  souls  will  live 
again.  The  scriptures  tell  us  that  this 
resurrection  shall  come  to  all,  both  old  and 
young,  both  bond  and  free,  both  male 
and  female,  both  the  wicked  and  the 
righteous;  and  there  shall  not  even  so  much 
as  a  hair  of  their  heads  be  lost;  and  they 
shall  be  brought  and  arraigned  before  God 
to  be  judged  according  to  their  works, 
whether  they  be  good  or  whether  they  be 
evil. 

There  at  one  time  lived  a  woman  in 
Germany,  a  Countess  of  Hanover.  She 
did  not  believe  in  the  Bible;  in  the  resur¬ 
rection.  Before  she  died  she  gave  orders 
that  her  grave  should  be  covered  with 
granite  slabs  and  fastened  with  great  iron 
chains.  She  was  going  to  make  certain 
that  she  would  not  be  resurrected.  But  a 
little  seed  fell  into  a  crevice  between  the 
stones  and  began  to  grow.  The  little 
roots  made  their  way  among  the  slabs  of 
granite.  They  grew  and  their  expansion 
lifted  the  heavy  stones  apart.  The  iron 
chains  rusted  away  and  the  grave  was 
laid  open  as  by  a  miracle.  Today,  a  large 
tree  is  growing  in  that  very  spot! 

The  seed  of  Christ  which  lay  in  the 
grave  for  three  days  will  spring  all  of  them 
open  some  day.  It  has  that  power,  and 
the  hand  of  man  cannot  stay  it. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  base  their  entire 
philosophy  of  life  on  this  hope  that  all 
shall  live  again  after  earthly  death.  The 
Gospel,  which  was  lost  soon  after  the 
deaths  of  the  early  Apostles,  but  was  re¬ 
stored  again,  teaches  us  that  men  be¬ 
came  mortal,  exposed  to  sin,  and  subject 
to  death  because  of  the  transgression  of 
Adam  when  he  partook  of  the  forbidden 
fruit  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  But  it  also 
proclaims  that  our  Eternal  Father  foresaw 
the  fall  of  Adam,  a  step  which  was  nec¬ 
essary  before  men  could  come  into  a  world 
where  they  could  come  in  contact  with  and 
overcome  the  problems  of  mortality.  And 


God,  in  His  infinite  love  and  mercy,  fore¬ 
seeing  the  fall  of  Adam  and  his  great  pos¬ 
terity,  chose,  before  the  foundations  of  the 
world  were  laid,  His  Beloved  Son  as  a 
Redeemer  for  the  world  and  as  a  ransom 
for  all  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  the 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ  that  makes 
possible  the  resurrection  of  all  and  the 
exaltation  of  those  few  who  will  abide  by 
the  principles  of  His  Gospel. 


BRIGHAM  YOUNG'S  LAST  SURVIVING 
SON  PASSES  ON 


After  a  long  illness  Joseph  Don  Carlos 
Young,  83  years  of  age,  last  surviving  son 
of  President  Brigham  Young,  answered 
the  call  of  death  October  19th. 

For  50  years  and  up  to  two  or  three 
years  ago,  Brother  Young  served  as  the 
official  architect  of  the  Church.  The 
Bishop's  Building  and  the  Church  Office 
Building  are  monumental  structures  of  his 
designing. 

Born  on  South  Temple  Street  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  May  6,  1855,  Brother  Young 
was  educated  in  the  Salt  Lake  schools  and 
graduated  from  the  University.  After 
graduation  he  studied  architecture  in  the 
Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and 
then  taught  successively  in  the  University 
of  Utah  and  the  Brigham  Young  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  latter  institution  to  the 
day  of  his  death. 

Brother  Young  had  given  much  time  in 
service  to  the  Church  both  in  the  mission 
field  and  at  home.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  original  High  Council  of  Salt  Lake 
Stake.  In  1881  he  married  Alice  Naomi 
Dowden  who  survives  him,  as  do  also 
thirteen  children,  thirty  grandchildren, 
five  great  grandchildren  and  four  sisters. 
Twenty-five  brothers  and  twenty-six  sis¬ 
ters  had  preceded  him  in  death. 


Every  person  has  some  talent,  some 
power  for  doing  good  and  getting  good. 
Each  day  offers  some  occasion  for  using 
this  talent.  As  we  use  it,  it  gradually  in¬ 
creases,  improves,  becomes  native  to  the 
character;  as  we  neglect  it,  it  dwindles, 
withers,  and  disappears.  This  is  the  stern 
but  benign  law  by  which  we  live.  This 
makes  character  real  and  lasting. 

— James  Freeman  Clarke. 
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“The  End  of  the  World” 


TT  WAS  A  LOVELY  Sunday  evening, 
A  October  26th — all  nature  seemed  at 
peace  and  wrapped  in  calm  repose;  when 
suddenly  the  American  populace,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  eastern  metropolitan  areas, 
went  into  a  frenzy  of  excitement  and  con¬ 
sternation.  Typical  of  the  mental  state 
of  many,  a  woman  rushed  into  a  church 
in  Indianapolis  screaming:  “New  York 
destroyed;  its  the  end  of  the  world.  You 
might  as  well  go  home  to  die.  I  just 
heard  it  over  the  radio." 

Throughout  the  country  radio  listeners 
heard  that  a  fragment  from  Mars  had 
come  to  earth,  landing  in  New  Jersey;  that 
as  the  cap  of  it  screwed  off  it  proved  to 
be  hollow  and  filled  with  monstrous  war¬ 
riors  who  began  pouring  poisonous  gas 
and  death  rays  upon  our  helpless  citizenry. 
Cylinders  from  Mars  were  falling  “all  over 
the  country." 

Men  and  women  were  panic-stricken. 
Fear  gripped  their  hearts.  They  evacuated 
their  homes  and  sought  for  safety  but 
knew  not  where  to  go. 

Then  it  was  learned  that  the  radio 
broadcast  was  but  a  too-realistic  dram¬ 
atization  of  H.  G.  Wells'  book  The  War 
of  the  Worlds.  There  was  grateful  relief 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  as  they  became 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  broad¬ 
cast  was  but  fictitious  and  that  “the  end 
of  the  world"  was  not  upon  them. 

It  would  seem  that  from  this  incident 
a  most  valuable  lesson  might  be  drawn. 
What  people  speak  of  as  the  “end  of  the 
world"  is  sure  to  come.  The  Scriptures, 
ancient  and  modern,  are  pregnant  with  the 
teaching  that  the  earth  on  which  we  live 
is  running  its  course  and  that  it  is  destined 
to  die — to  pass  through  the  change  analo¬ 
gous  to  death  and  the  resurrection. 

For  those  not  prepared  for  the  coming 
of  that  great  change  in  the  life  course 
of  the  earth,  its  death  or  “end"  will  bring 


conditions  far  more  terrible  than  the  con- 
jurings  in  the  minds  of  the  frantic  radio 
listeners.  Let  us  consider  some  of  the 
prophecies  concerning  it. 

"And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth/  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first  earth 
were  passed  away  /  and  there  was  no  more 
sea.  .  .  .  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of 
heaven  saying,  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of 
God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
them." -Rev.  21:1,  3. 

"And  there  shall  be  a  new  heaven,  and  a 
new  earth/  and  they  shall  be  like  unto  the 
old,  save  the  old  have  passed  away  and 
all  things  have  become  new."-B.  of  M., 
Ether  13:9. 

"And  again  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  the 
earth  abideth  the  law  of  a  celestial  king¬ 
dom,  for  it  filleth  the  measure  of  its  crea¬ 
tion  and  transgresseth  not  the  law.  Where¬ 
fore  it  shall  be  sanctified/  yet,  notwith¬ 
standing  it  shall  die,  it  shall  be  quickened 
again,  and  shall  abide  the  power  by  which 
it  is  quickened,  and  the  righteous  shall  in¬ 
herit  it." -Doc.  &  Cov.  88:25,  26. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  such 
declarations. 

There  is  little  within  the  fabric  of 
Christian  teaching  that  is  more  generally 
accepted  than  is  the  “second  coming  of  the 
Lord,"  and  that  second  coming  is  very 
closely  associated  with  the  “end  of  the 
world."  His  coming  is  spoken  of  as 
the  “great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord." 
The  adjectives  here  used  are  most  signifi¬ 
cant.  It  will  be  a  great  day  for  those  who 
are  prepared  for  it.  It  will  be  almost  the 
consumption  of  their  hopes,  for  they  shall 
be  caught  up  into  the  heavens  to  meet 
the  Savior  and  with  the  King  of  Kings 
share  the  glory  of  His  triumph  over  evil. 
We  cannot  conceive  of  the  splendor  of  the 
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occasion  and  the  joy  that  will  fill  the 
hearts  of  the  righteous. 

But  to  the  ungodly  the  day  will  be 
terrible.  Of  it  Malachi  says: 

"The  Lord  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly 
come  to  his  temple,  .  .  .  But  who  shall  abide 
the  day  of  his  coming?  and  who  shall 
stand  when  he  appeareth?  for  he  is  like  a 
refiner's  fire  and  like  fullers'  soap.  .  .  . 

"For,  behold,  the  day  cometh  that  shall 
burn  as  an  oven,-  and  all  the  proud,  yea, 
and  all  that  do  wickedly  shall  be  stubble,- 
and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  burn  them 
up,  sayeth  the  Lord  of  hosts,  that  it  shall 
leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch."  -  Mai. 
3:1,  2;  4:1. 

The  Prophet  Joel  was  given  a  vision  of 
the  day  of  the  Lord.  Through  him  the 
Lord  said: 

"And  I  will  show  wonders  in  the  heavens 
and  in  the  earth,  blood,  and  fire,  and  pillars 
of  smoke. 

"The  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness, 
and  the  moon  into  blood,  before  the  great 
and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  come. 

"And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whoso¬ 
ever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  delivered  for  in  mount  Zion  and  in 
Jerusalem  shall  be  deliverance,  as  the  Lord 
hath  said,  and  in  the  remnant  whom  the 
Lord  shall  call." -Joel  2:30-32. 

To  the  prophet  Josep>h  Smith  the  Lord 
gave  a  vivid  picture  of  conditions  that 
shall  be.  The  Saints  have  been  warned 
and  should  be  prepared: 

"For  not  many  days  hence  and  the  earth 
shall  tremble  and  reel  to  and  fro  as  a  drunk¬ 
en  man;  and  the  sun  shall  hide  his  face,  and 
shall  refuse  to  give  light;  and  the  moon 
shall  be  bathed  in  blood;  and  the  stars 
shall  become  exceedingly  angry,  and  shall 
cast  themselves  down  as  a  fig  that  falleth 
from  off  a  fig-tree. 

"And  after  your  testimony  cometh  wrath 
and  indignation  upon  the  people. 

"For  after  your  testimony  cometh  the 
testimony  of  earthquakes,  that  shall  cause 
groanings  in  the  midst  of  her,  and  men  shall 
fall  upon  the  ground  and  shall  not  be  able 
to  stand. 

"And  also  cometh  the  testimony  of  the 
voice  of  thunderings,  and  the  voice  of 
lightnings,  and  the  voice  of  tempests,  and 
the  voice  of  the  waves  of  the  sea  heaving 
themselves  beyond  their  bonds. 


"And  all  things  shall  be  in  commotion; 
and  surely,  men's  hearts  shall  fail  them,- 
for  fear  shall  come  upon  all  people. 

"And  angels  shall  fly  through  the  midst 
of  heaven,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  sound¬ 
ing  the  trump  of  God,  saying,-  Prepare  ye, 
prepare  ye,  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth;  for 
the  judgment  of  our  God  is  come.  Be¬ 
hold,  and  lo,  the  Bridegroom  cometh;  go  ye 
out  to  meet  him. 

"And  immediately  there  shall  appear  a 
great  sign  in  heaven,  and  all  people  shall 
see  it  together . 

"And  there  shall  be  slience  in  heaven 
for  the  space  of  half  an  hour;  and  im¬ 
mediately  after  shall  the  curtain  of  heaven 
be  unfolded,  as  a  scroll  is  unfolded  after 
it  is  rolled  up,  and  the  face  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  unveiled; 

"And  the  saints  that  are  upon  the  earth, 
who  are  alive,  shall  be  quickened  and  be 
caught  up  to  meet  him." -Doc.  &  Cov.  88: 
87-93,  95,  96. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  has  announced 
“.that  this  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  doors/'  When 
it  will  burst  upon  us  as  did  the  broadcast 
of  dramatized  fiction  we  do  not  know. 
But  this  we  know:  We  can  by  our  own 
order  of  life  make  that  day  a  great  and 
glorious  day  or  a  day  of  consternation 
and  terror. — E.  L.  M. 

- - 

MRS.  FRANK  W.  ASPER  ANSWERS  CALL 
OF  DEATH 


Mrs.  Florence  Robinson  Asper,  wife  of 
Frank  W.  Asper,  Tabernacle  organist, 
died  of  heart  ailment  at  the  family  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  October  20th. 

Mrs.  Asper,  the  daughter  of  Maurice 
and  Elinor  Corse  Robinson,  was  born  in 
Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  June  29,  1895.  Her 
father  was  a  professor  in  Yale  University 
and  later  in  the  University  of  Illinois. 
From  the  latter  institution  Mrs.  Asper 
graduated  with  a  B.  A.  degree.  In  1922 
she  was  married  to  Frank  W.  Asper  and 
they  made  their  home  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living. 


Persecution  often  does  in  this  life,  what 
the  last  great  day  will  do  completely  — 
separate  the  wheat  from  the  tares — Milner. 
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occasion  and  the  joy  that  will  fill  the 
hearts  of  the  righteous. 

But  to  the  ungodly  the  day  will  be 
terrible.  Of  it  Malachi  says: 

“The  Lord  whom  ye  seek,  shall  suddenly 
come  to  his  temple,  .  .  .  But  who  shall  abide 
the  day  of  his  coming?  and  who  shall 
stand  when  he  appeareth?  for  he  is  like  a 
refiner's  fire  and  like  fullers'  soap.  .  .  . 

“For,  behold,  the  day  cometh  that  shall 
burn  as  an  oven,-  and  all  the  proud,  yea, 
and  all  that  do  wickedly  shall  be  stubble,- 
and  the  day  that  cometh  shall  burn  them 
up,  sayeth  the  Lord  of  hosts,  that  it  shall 
leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch.'' -  Mai. 
3:1,  2,  4:1. 

The  Prophet  Joel  was  given  a  vision  of 
the  day  of  the  Lord.  Through  him  the 
Lord  said: 

“And  I  will  show  wonders  in  the  heavens 
and  in  the  earth,  blood,  and  fire,  and  pillars 
of  smoke. 

“The  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness, 
and  the  moon  into  blood,  before  the  great 
and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  come. 

“And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whoso¬ 
ever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  delivered  for  in  mount  Zion  and  in 
Jerusalem  shall  be  deliverance,  as  the  Lord 
hath  said,  and  in  the  remnant  whom  the 
Lord  shall  call." -Joel  2:30-32. 

To  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith  the  Lord 
gave  a  vivid  picture  of  conditions  that 
shall  be.  The  Saints  have  been  warned 
and  should  be  prepared: 

“For  not  many  days  hence  and  the  earth 
shall  tremble  and  reel  to  and  fro  as  a  drunk¬ 
en  man,-  and  the  sun  shall  hide  his  face,  and 
shall  refuse  to  give  light/  and  the  moon 
shall  be  bathed  in  blood,-  and  the  stars 
shall  become  exceedingly  angry,  and  shall 
cast  themselves  down  as  a  fig  that  falleth 
from  off  a  fig-tree. 

“And  after  your  testimony  cometh  wrath 
and  indignation  upon  the  people. 

“For  after  your  testimony  cometh  the 
testimony  of  earthquakes,  that  shall  cause 
groanings  in  the  midst  of  her,  and  men  shall 
fall  upon  the  ground  and  shall  not  be  able 
to  stand. 

“And  also  cometh  the  testimony  of  the 
voice  of  thunderings,  and  the  voice  of 
lightnings,  and  the  voice  of  tempests,  and 
the  voice  of  the  waves  of  the  sea  heaving 
themselves  beyond  their  bonds. 


“And  all  things  shall  be  in  commotion/ 
and  surely,  men's  hearts  shall  fail  them/ 
for  fear  shall  come  upon  all  people. 

“And  angels  shall  fly  through  the  midst 
of  heaven,  crying  with  a  loud  voice,  sound¬ 
ing  the  trump  of  God,  saying ,  Prepare  ye, 
prepare  ye,  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth/  for 
the  judgment  of  our  God  is  come.  Be¬ 
hold,  and  lo,  the  Bridegroom  cometh/  go  ye 
out  to  meet  him. 

“And  immediately  there  shall  appear  a 
great  sign  in  heaven,  and  all  people  shall 
see  it  together . 

“And  there  shall  be  slience  in  heaven 
for  the  space  of  half  an  hour/  and  im¬ 
mediately  after  shall  the  curtain  of  heaven 
be  unfolded,  as  a  scroll  is  unfolded  after 
it  is  rolled  up,  and  the  face  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  unveiled,- 

“And  the  saints  that  are  upon  the  earth, 
who  are  alive,  shall  be  quickened  and  be 
caught  up  to  meet  him." -Doc.  &  Cov.  88: 
87-93,  95,  96. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  has  announced 
‘  ‘.that  this  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  is  near,  even  at  the  doors.”  When 
it  will  burst  upon  us  as  did  the  broadcast 
of  dramatized  fiction  we  do  not  know. 
But  this  we  know:  We  can  by  our  own 
order  of  life  make  that  day  a  great  and 
glorious  day  or  a  day  of  consternation 
and  terror. — E.  L.  M. 

- 

MRS.  FRANK  W.  ASPER  ANSWERS  CALL 
OF  DEATH 


Mrs.  Florence  Robinson  Asper,  wife  of 
Frank  W.  Asper,  Tabernacle  organist, 
died  of  heart  ailment  at  the  family  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  October  20th. 

Mrs.  Asper,  the  daughter  of  Maurice 
and  Elinor  Corse  Robinson,  was  born  in 
Wahpeton,  N.  D.,  June  29,  1895.  Her 
father  was  a  professor  in  Yale  University 
and  later  in  the  University  of  Illinois. 
From  the  latter  institution  Mrs.  Asper 
graduated  with  a  B.  A.  degree.  In  1922 
she  was  married  to  Frank  W.  Asper  and 
they  made  their  home  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living. 


Persecution  often  does  in  this  life,  what 
the  last  great  day  will  do  completely  — 
separate  the  wheat  from  the  tares — Milner. 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
CALIFORNIA  MISSION — W.  Aird  Macdonald,  153  West  Adams  Street,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
CANADIAN  MISSION — David  A.  Smith,  36  Ferndale  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  Woodruff,  302  South  Pleasant  Street.  Independence.  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  1440  St.  James  Court,  Louisville,  Ivy. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION— Frank  Evans,  155  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAIIAN  MISSION — W.  Frank  Bailey,  P.  O.  Box  3228,  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION — A.  Lorenzo  Anderson,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651,  Colonla  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave..  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  2565  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— David  A.  Broadbent,  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION— Preston  Nibley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Merrill  D.  Clayson,  486  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams,  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — EIRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  638  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT  -  Gerald  L.  Peterson,  President, 
62  Hillcrest,  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

As  our  summer  work  is  drawing  to  a  close  we  feel 
that  we  have  been  blessed  abundantly  in  our  labors 
during  the  warm  summer  months.  The  missionaries 
throughout  the  district  have  had  the  privilege  of  visit¬ 
ing  the  members  in  the  isolated  sections  and  have 
gained  strong  testimonies  by  hearing  from  those  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  separated  from  the  branches  and  can 
be  visited  only  at  long  intervals.  Meetings  have  been 
held  and  many  friends  of  the  Saints  have  been  able 
to  hear  the  Gospel  taught  in  its  purity. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  thankful  for 
the  invitation  that  has  been  extended  to  them  by  the 
Grace  United  Church  of  Canada.  On  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  one  of  the  missionaries  has  the  privilege  of 
dealing  with  one  of  the  Ten  Commandments  after 
which  follows  a  discussion  of  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  very  fine  contacts  will  be  gained  through  this 
opportunity  granted  to  us.  In  this  way  as  well  as 
many  others  the  people  of  the  world  are  finding  out 
what  beautiful  truths  the  Latter-day  Saints  have,-  also 
they  are  hearing,  many  for  the  first  time,  the  Gos¬ 
pel  taught  as  the  Great  Master  himself  taught  it  while 
here  in  mortality. 

Our  Sunday  services  and  cottage  meetings  are  in¬ 
creasing  in  numbers  and  are  on  the  upward  trend. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
through  baptism  three  children  and  Miss  Esther  Weath¬ 
erly  Osborne.  We  wish  them  God's  blessings  and  a 
fuller  life. 

"But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study 
it  out  in  your  mind  /  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be 
right,  and  if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom 
shall  burn  within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that 
it  is  right."  With  this  admonition  of  the  Lord  the 
missionaries  have  found  many  beautiful  truths  in  the 
Gospel. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Ervin  D.  Olsen,  President, 
153  Park  SI.,  Waterloo,  Ont. 

"And  now  if  we  do  not  receive  anything  for  our 
labors  in  this  church,  what  doth  it  profit  us  to  labor 
in  the  church  save  it  were  to  declare  the  truth,  that 
we  may  have  rejoicings  in  the  joy  of  our  brethren? 

"Then  why  sayest  thou  that  we  preach  to  get  gain, 
when  thou,  of  thyself,  knowest  that  we  receive  no 
gain?  And  now,  believest  thou  that  we  deceive  this 
people,  that  causes  such  joy  in  their  hearts?" 

These  words  were  brought  to  the  minds  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  visited  at  the  home  of  Sister  Elliott,  a 
recent  convert  to  the  Church,  yet  her  testimony  is  so 
strong  and  her  heart  so  filled  with  joy  in  the  Gospel, 
and  in  the  association  of  the  missionaries. 

Truth  is  always  truth  and  those  words  of  Alma  are 
just  as  appropriate  today  as  they  were  75  years  before 
the  coming  of  our  Lord. 


Sisters  Clara  Isaksen  and  Viola  Stock  are  making  fine 
progress  in  Hanover  and  surrounding  towns  and  are 
making  friends. 

Elders  Virgil  Hancock  and  Glen  Carter  are  doing  a 
fine  work  in  Stratford,  holding  meetings,  tracting,  and 
putting  out  Books  of  Mormon.  Recently  they  had  an 
interesting  experience  when  they  met  a  gentlemen 
who  had  come  to  their  meeting  to  see  a  Mormon.  He 
had  accidently  run  across  a  Book  of  Mormon  in  a 
doctor's  office.  He  became  interested,  read  it  and 
also  the  other  standard  works  of  the  Church,  which 
he  purchased  later.  He  feels  that  he  has  found  the 
truth  and  is  investigating  further. 

Sisters  Luana  Martin  and  Eva  Niederer  who  are 
laboring  in  Kitchener,  are  finding  many  friends  through 
their  tracting,  and  have  many  interesting  experiences 
to  relate.  They  are  giving  valued  assistance  in  the 
branch  activities. 

At  a  study  class  and  testimony  meeting  held  in 
Brother  Gooswen's  home,  attended  by  Elders  Ervin 
Olsen  and  Owen  Slaugh,  every  person  in  attendance 
bore  a  strong  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Gospel.  It  was  indeed  a  spiritual  feast  and  all  left 
feeling  that  they  had  been  lifted  in  spirit  above  the 
common  worries  of  life. 

LONDON  DISTRICT William  S.  Redd,  President, 
203  Rectory  St.,  London,  Ont. 

"For  intelligence  cleaveth  unto  intelligence:  wisdom 
receiveth  wisdom:  truth  embraceth  truth:  mercy  hath 
compassion  on  mercy  and  claimeth  her  own:  justice 
continueth  its  course  and  claimeth  its  own:  judgment 
goeth  before  the  face  of  him  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne  and  governeth  all  things.” 

Our  sacred  duty  is  to  draw  to  us,  and  to  the  cause 
we  represent,  characters  which  revere  and  cultivate  the 
fundamental  virtues  named  above.  This  can  be  done 
by  dveloping  these  same  virtues  within  our  own 
characters. 

The  Lord  has  richly  blessed  the  efforts  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  district  this  month.  On  the  first  Sun¬ 
day,  a  special  fast  was  observed  in  behalf  of  the  sick 
of  our  people,  and  also  for  the  success  of  the  work. 
In  both  instances  the  results  were  much  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  for. 

In  Chatham,  on  October  5th,  a  most  successful 
M.  I.  A.  opening  social  was  conducted  by  the  newly 
appointed  officers.  The  following  night  in  Sarnia, 
Elders  Dickson  and  Bingham,  conducted  the  opening 
social  for  the  M.  I.  A.  there.  Our  M.  I.  A.  super¬ 
visor,  LaVor  B.  Reed,  was  in  attendance  at  both 
socials  and  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  each. 
Especially  gratifying  also  was  the  large  percentage 
of  investigators  who  are  this  year  interested  in  the 
fine  program  outlined  by  the  General  Board. 

Sisters  Hill  and  Mendenhall  are  carrying  on  the 
work  in  Windsor  alone  and  are  to  be  commended  on 
the  fine  things  they  are  doing. 

Sisters  Dorothy  Andrews  and  Elaine  Jacobs  have 
been  successful  in  organizing  a  Bee  Hive  class,  and 
a  Relief  Society  in  London.  These  groups  are  busily 
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engaged  in  the  making  of  aprons  and  other  useable 
articles,  which  will  do  to  sell  in  the  future. 

We  are  all  anticipating  a  winter  full  of  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  serve  our  fellow  men. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT:  -  Reece  B.  Gibb,  Presideni, 
785  Riverview  Ave.,  Verdun,  Quebec. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to 
us,  in  our  work.  We  have  been  blessed  with  health, 
both  bodily  and  spiritually,  and  a  desire  to  pass 
this  same  health  to  others. 

Sisters  Jamison  and  Christensen  have  opened  a  new 
district  in  the  N.  D.  G.  sectoin  of  the  city  and  are, 
indeed,  pleased  with  their  success.  They  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  Primaries  also. 

Sisters  Parrish  and  Cox  have  completed  the  canning 
project  — a  very  fine  bit  of  work.  They  have  been  a 
great  help  in  stimulating  the  Saints  to  co-operate,  and 
to  undertake  similar  projects  for  themselves. 

A  very  fine  one-act  play  was  presented  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Helen  McCance,  at  the  opening  so¬ 
cial  of  the  Mutual. 

The  Relief  society  is  meeting  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Alius.  The  sisters  are  faithful  in  coming  such  long 
distances  to  their  meetings.  They  are  to  be  highly 
commended  for  the  fine  work  they  are  doing. 

The  local  missionaries  have  now  begun  their  work 
in  full  swing.  They  are  doing  fine  and  have  a  splen¬ 
did  spirit  that  will  carry  them  far  in  this  great  cause. 

Elders  Jensen  and  Christensen  have  been  especially 
successful  in  showing  the  lantern  slides  and  deliver¬ 
ing  the  lectures.  They  find  them  most  helpful  in  their 
work. 

The  members  and  friends  are  showing  greater  love 
for  the  Gospel  by  their  increased  activity  and  attend¬ 
ance  at  Sacrament  and  other  meetings. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT :- LaVor  B.  Reed,  President,  36 
Ferndale  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

The  missionaries  feel  that  they  have  been  especially 
blessed  the  past  month  in  their  activities.  We  have 
had  pleasant  weather  in  which  to  do  door  to  door 
tracting  and  we  feel  that  much  has  been  accomplished 
in  this  way.  Since  we  have  had  the  everlasting  Gospel 
given  to  us  in  this  dispensation  and  received  of  its 
blessings,  we  are  trying  to  live  up  to  our  responsi¬ 
bility  and  give  it  to  others.  The  summer  has  been 
spent  in  extensive  tracting  and  now  that  winter  is 
approaching,  the  missionaries  are  arranging  for  classes 
in  which  to  teach  those  whom  they  have  contacted  by 
tracting.  Many  such  classes  have  been  arranged  for 
this  fall  and  winter.  The  Lord  has  told  us  to  teach 
one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  new  chapel  which  is  nearing  completion  in 
Toronto  is  attracting  much  attention,  and  is  afford¬ 
ing  the  missionaries  a  real  opportunity  to  explain  to 
people  the  principles  and  doctrine  of  our  Church. 
This  is  the  first  chapel  to  be  constructed  in  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  Mission,  and  much  interest  has  been  aroused 
in  both  Saints  and  friends. 

Evelyn  Johnston,  a  resident  of  Toronto,  while  on  a 
visit  to  Salt  Lake  City  was  baptized.  She  recently 
returned  to  Toronto.  We  are  happy  to  have  her  join 
our  ranks,  and  know  she  will  receive  the  joy  and 
happiness  that  comes  through  membership  in  the  only 
Church  now  upon  the  earth  which  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

The  missionaries  all  feel  very  happy  for  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  President  Smith  and  wife  and  two  daughters. 
We  feel  privileged  to  have  them  as  our  mission  par¬ 
ents  to  guide  and  direct  us  in  our  labors. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Mrs.  Emily  J.  Smith,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Mission 

Home  in  Toronto. 

Mahala  Smith,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Mission  Home 

in  Toronto. 

Louise  Smith,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Mission  Home 

in  Toronto.  • 

Ruth  Romer,  from  Brigham  City,  17.,  to  Montreal  Dist. 
Paul  A.  Kowallis,  from  Logan,  Utah,  to  London  Dist. 


Ralph  Howes,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Hamilton  Dist. 
O.  Richard  Eskelson,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Hamilton. 
Fred  A.  Bingham,  from  Honneyville,  U.,  to  London  Dist. 
R.  Gerber  Gardner,  from  American  Fork,  U.,  to  Toronto. 
Jared  R.  Parker,  from  Bennington,  Idaho,  to  Toronto. 
RELEASES 

Irene  Cox,  leave  of  absence  due  to  illness  of  mother - 
Home,  St.  George,  Utah. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT Alvin  L.  Ralphs,  Pres. 

This  week  we  are  just  reporting  the  death  of  Sister 
Cora  May  Evans,  wife  of  Julian  Evans  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Sister  Evans  was  born  in  Marshall,  Mo., 
July  23,  1883,  and  died  in  Kansas  City  of  heart 

attack  Oct.  10,  1938.  She  accepted  the  Gospel  and 
was  baptized  by  Elder  John  A.  McCune  Sept.  5, 
1937.  She  was  faithful  in  the  Church  and  loyal  to  her 
testimony  of  the  truth.  We  extend  sincere  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved. 

EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT: -A.  Dale  Monson, 
President. 

"I  give  unto  men  weakness  that  they  may  be  humble; 
and  my  grace  is  sufficient  for  all  men  that  humble 
themselves  before  me,  for  if  they  humble  themselves 
before  me;  and  have  faith  in  me,  then  will  I  make 
weak  things  become  strong  unto  them."  — Ether  12:27. 

In  humility  the  missionaries  of  this  district  with 
increased  faith,  have  been  performing  their  labors 
diligently  and  intelligently  for  the  furtherance  of  our 
Father's  work,  and  our  efforts  have  not  gone  un¬ 
rewarded. 

Since  our  last  report  nine  converts  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  entered  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  through 
the  waters  of  baptism:  They  are*.  Sister  Annie  Re¬ 
becca  Mullins,  Sister  Goldie  Eagle,  Audie  Edward 
Eagle,  Juanita  Eagle,  J.  C.  Eagle,  Sister  Mable  Greene, 
Brother  and  Sister  William  A.  Green,  Sister  W.  O. 
Hartshorne,  James  Richard  Hall,  Roberta  Menely  and 
Melva  Cole.  The  ordinances  were  performed  by 
Elders  J.  Max  Dailey  and  Clarence  A.  Bybee,  Brothers 
Parley  Reed  and  Albert  T.  Scott.  We  welcome  these 
good  people  into  the  Church,  and  pray  they  will 
always  remember  and  keep  sacred  the  covenants  they 
have  entered  into. 

For  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  enjoyed  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  presenting  weekly  programs  over  KHBG  in 
Okmulgee.  We  have  announced  to  our  radio  friends 
that  they  may  have  a  picture  of  the  "Temple  Square" 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  by  sending  a  card  of  request.  We 
have  received  several  such  cards  and  feel  that  we 
are  making  many  friends  and  giving  them  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  a  booth  at  the  Musko¬ 
gee  Fair,  which  was  held  from  October  3  to  9.  Many 
people  from  several  states  were  present,  and  manifested 
an  interest  in  our  display,  and  the  doctrines  we  teach. 
Many  pamphlets  and  tracts  were  distributed  each  day 
and  several  Books  of  Mormon  lent  or  sold. 

Two  inspirational  branch  conferences  were  held  dur¬ 
ing  this  month:  One  at  Okmulgee  and  one  at  Bartles¬ 
ville. 

One  member  has  passed  from  our  midst  this  month. 
We  are  made  sad  by  his  leaving,  but  feel  sure  there 
are  those  who  are  wailing  his  presence  in  the  world 
beyond.  Brother  William  Henry  Harrison  of  Hominy, 
Oklahoma,  passed  away  October  17,  after  six  weeks 
of  illness.  Elders  Max  Dailey  and  A.  Dale  Monson 
had  charge  of  the  funeral.  Words  of  comfort  and 
consolation  were  spoken  to  the  bereaved,  and  many 
investigators  heard  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
word  and  song. 
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Elders  Truman  Lyman  and  J.  Max  Dailey  are  doing 
excellent  work  in  Hominy.  They  recently  had  the 
privilege  of  putting  an  article  in  their  weekly  news¬ 
paper  and  were  asked  to  give  a  twenty-minute  talk  on. 
"Utah  and  the  Mormons"  before  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

We  enjoy  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  guide  us  in  our 
work  and  we  give  our  humble  thanks  to  him  for 
all  blessings.  May  he  continue  to  keep  us  in  his 
love  and  from  the  vanities  of  the  world. 

SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT: -Alma  P.  Burton, 
President. 

"And  now  if  the  Lamb  of  God,  he  being  holy, 

should  have  need  to  be  baptized  by  water,  to  fulfill 
all  righteousness,  O  then,  how  much  more  need  have 
we,  being  unholy  to  be  baptized,  yea  even  by  water. 

.  .  .  Wherefore,  after  he  was  baptized  with  water, 
the  Holy  Ghost  descended  upon  him  in  the  form  of 
a  dove,  .  .  .  and  there  is  none  other  way  nor 

name  given  under  heaven  whereby  man  can  be  saved 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God."  — II  Nephi  31:5-8,  21. 

These  words  of  Nephi  are  of  paramount  interest  to 
us  who  are  laboring  as  missionaries.  Our  desire  is 
to  help  those  we  contact  to  realize  the  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  ordinance  of  baptism  and  that 
they  may  learn  and  understand  the  efficacy  of  this 

ordinance  as  stated  by  Nephi  of  olden  times. 

We  feel  our  desire  has  again  been  realized  as 
twelve  more  within  the  confines  of  this  district  have 
entered  into  the  waters  of  baptism.  They  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Sister  Grace  May  Thomas,  James  Albertus 

Dalton,  Billie  Gean  Lacey,  Barbara  Jean  Nehring,  Mary 
Graham  Woods,  Marion  F.  and  Sylvia  Thomas,  Ada 
Louise,  Rose  Marie,  and  Edna  Charlene  Harris,  Clifford 
LaMont  Rayl  and  Hazel  Delores  Hughes.  The  follow¬ 
ing  Elders  participated  in  performing  the  baptisms: 
Leonard  R.  Hardy,  Ross  Dee  Holmes,  Vernon  D.  Bank- 
head,  O.  Wayne  Day,  Grant  C.  Porter  and  Alma  P. 
Burton.  Our  prayer  is  that  these  new  members  may 
each  keep  sacred  the  covenants  they  have  made  with 
our  Heavenly  Father  in  baptism. 

We  have  had  some  illness  resulting  in  the  death 
of  two  members.  Brother  John  George  Hughes  passed 
away  September  17,  after  a  lingering  illness.  Services 
were  held  at  Picher,  Oklahoma,  under  the  direction 
of  Elder  Hardy.  Music  was  rendered  by  Alice  Holling- 
berger,  Eldora  Camp,  and  Pres.  Burton.  Sister  Alice 
Florence  Robinson  died  from  a  heart  attack  October  1. 
Services  were  conducted  by  Elders  Bankhead  and 
Waite;  Sister  Margaret  Jones  assisted  by  rendering 
musical  numbers.  The  Baptist  Church  at  Cardin,  Okla¬ 
homa,  permitted  the  use  of  their  chapel.  It  was  also> 
the  privilege  of  these  same  Elders  to  conduct  a  fu¬ 
neral  for  Wm.  Joseph  McGinty,  an  uncle  of  an  in¬ 
vestigator  in  Commerce,  Oklahoma.  On  this  occa¬ 
sion  nearly  one  hundred  were  in  attendance  of  whom 
nearly  all  were  non-members. 

The  Lord  has  again  been  mindful  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted,  and  through  the  administrations  of  the  Elders 
has  relieved  them  of  their  ills.  Elders  O.  Wayne  Day, 
and  President  Burton  were  called  early  one  morning 
to  administer  to  Brother  Owens  of  Joplin.  Upon  our 
arrival  we  felt  as  though  the  man  was  sure  to  die. 
He  was  so  weak  he  could  not  speak  and  among  the 
last  words  he  uttered  to  his  mother  were,  "It  is  just 
about  over."  Some  of  the  neighbors  had  assembled 
at  the  house  and  the  impression  with  each  was  the 
same  as  he  had  already  staled.  Elder  Day  anointed 
him,  and  in  sealing  the  annointing  President  Burton 
was  about  to  close  having  asked  that  the  will  of. 
the  Lord  be  done,  when  suddenly  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  presented  these  words  to  his  mind  which  were 
spoken  as  part  of  the  blessing.  "Our  Father  in 
Heaven  as  thine  Elders  we  rebuke  the  infinities 
preying  upon  this  man."  He  has  improved  slowly 
until  this  day  and  we  know  the  Lord  is  prolonging  his 
days  for  a  wise  purpose. 

Brother  Herndon  of  Miami  suffered  a  severe  heart 
attack  and  through  the  hand  of  the  Lord  has  been 


raised  from  his  bed  of  affliction.  We  are  grateful  to 
our  Heavenly  Father  in  acknowledgement  of  these  and 
other  manifesattions  of  his  power. 

After  three  months  of  labor  in  Pittsburg,  Kansas, 
the  lady  missionaries  are  being  returned  to  Joplin  to 
resume  their  labors  in  that  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Stanford  Gwilliam,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

God  chooses  men  not  for  their  worldly  learning,  but 
for  their  humility  amid  the  pride  of  the  world,  that 
they  might  have  the  learning  of  Heaven.  He  chooses 
men  not  for  their  worldly  riches,  but  for  their  obe¬ 
dience  amid  the  spiritual  poverty  of  the  world,  that 
they  might  inherit  and  enjoy  the  celestial  riches  of 
eternal  life,  long  after  this  world's  riches  are  for¬ 
saken.  He  chooses  men,  not  for  the  glory  of  men, 
but  for  their  love  of  men  without  glory,  that  they 
might  receive  the  glory  of  God. 

During  the  period  from  September  !1  to  16,  through 
the  medium  of  an  interesting  exhibit  at  the  annual 
Kansas  State  Fair  in  Topeka,  the  missionaries  of  the 
East  Kansas  District  were  successful  in  giving  the 
Gospel  message  to  hundreds  of  people.  A  number 
who  paused  at  the  exhibit  to  hear  and  read  of  the 
truth,  requested  that  the  missionaries  visit  them  at  their 
homes  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  more  thoroughly 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  The  display  was  ar¬ 
ranged  and  supervised  by  Elders  J.  Herbert  Wheeler, 
George  A.  Clawson,  Edward  C.  Koelliker  and  Stan¬ 
ford  Gwilliam. 

The  weekly  Gospel  sermons  presented  from  radio 
station  KGGF  in  Coffeyville  by  Elders  Harold  D.  Cox, 
Arthur  E.  Johnson  and  Stanford  Gwilliam,  have  proved 
a  valuable  means  of  spreading  truth  in  this  section. 
Because  of  the  program's  growing  popularity,  the 
Elders  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  continue 
their  broadcasts  permanently. 

Sisters  Verla  Hale  and  Leona  Cleverley  report  suc¬ 
cess  from  Independence,  Kansas,  in  conducting  Re¬ 
lief  Society  and  Primary  meetings.  The  Sisters,  to¬ 
gether  with  Elders  Cox  and  Johnson,  are  making 
steady  progress  with  the  work  in  Coffeyville  and 
Independence. 

Elders  Jay  C.  Stout  and  George  A.  Clawson  were 
recently  afforded  a  nopportunity  to  address  the  Lion's 
Club  of  Hiawatha,  where  the  message  of  "Mormonism" 
was  explained.  An  enterprising  newspaper  reporter 
was  present  at  the  meeting,  and  gave  the  Elders  and 
their  message  a  full  front  page  column  in  the  Hiawatha 
World.  The  'nterest  which  this  occasioned  resulted  in 
an  invitation  to  address  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

Elders  Glade  R.  Willis  and  Edward  C.  Koelliker  are 
deserving  of  praise  for  their  diligent  labors  in  Fort 
Scott  in  preparing  a  new  field  for  the  seed  of  righteous¬ 
ness  and  truth. 

To  the  families  and  friends  of  Mr.  Wilbur  D.  Fike 
of  Sabetha,  and  Mr.  George  W.  Bennett  of  Soldier,  we 
bear  the  comforting  and  hope-laden  testimony  that 
beyond  the  dusk  of  death  shall  shine  the  glorious 
dawn  of  resurrection. 

Funeral  services  for  Mr.  Fike  were  conducted  at  the 
Sabetha  ’Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Pres.  J.  Herbert 
Wheeler,  who  was  assisted  by  Elders  J.  C.  Stout, 
George  A.  Clawson  and  Edward  C.  Koelliker.  To  the 
congregation  of  150  people,  Pres.  Wheeler  explained 
"The  work  and  glory  of  God  in  bringing  ot  pass  the 
immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 

Last  rites  for  Mr.  Bennett  were  V.eld  in  the  rural 
Olive  Hill  Church,  near  Soldier.  In  arranging  the 
services  Pres.  Wheeler  <vas  assisted  by  Elders  Claw¬ 
son,  Koelliker  and  Gwilliam.  The  125  people  present 
were  comforted  with  the  true  message  of  salvation  ex- 
plaind  to  them  by  Elder  Gwilliam. 

As  a  result  of  the  commendable  labors  on  the  part 
of  the  missionaries  on  Temple  Suare,  there  have  been 
placd  in  our  hands  the  fames  of  approximately  100 
additional  people  in  the  district  who  evince  interest 
in  the  Gospel. 
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MISSOURI  DISTRICT: -Alma  H.  Engberson,  Presi- 
deni. 

During  ihe  pasl  two  monlhs  as  a  resull  ol  Ihe  Elders' 
labors,  there  have  been  fourteen  people  enter  ihe 
waters  of  baptism.  They  are  as  follows:  Dorothy 
Ulahna  Tidwell,  Virginia  Lee  Tidwell,  Nancy  Lewis 
Blum,  Ulysses  Grant  Franklin,  Harvey  A.  Beckemeyer, 
Ethel  Mae  Martin  and  William  Ogle,  baptized  by 
Elder  Dee  L.  Andreasen;  Lois  Jane  Stewart,  baptized 
by  her  father,  LeRoy  Stewart;  Ora  Charlotte  Staley  and 
Lela  Mae  Hilderbrand,  baptized  by  Elder  Luzell  D. 
Wilde;  John  Stephen  McCarty  and  Wallace  Marrion 
Grabe,  baptized  by  Elder  Blair  Findlay,.  Mamie  Fern 
Winthrop  and  Ralph  Elmer  Winthrop,  baptized  by 
Elder  J.  Lorenzo  Smith. 

We  wish  these  fine  people  continued  joy  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  which  they  have  so  gladly  received. 

Our  Mutual  work  is  well  under  way.  The  mission 
M.  I.  A.  and  Sunday  School  board  members  were 
with  us  for  a  very  enjoyable  convention,  September 
10  and  11.  The  spiritual  food  received,  by  those  pres¬ 
ent  will  do  much  toward  the  success  of  our  work 
this  year. 

The  missionaries  of  ihe  Missouri  District  are  all  en¬ 
joying  good  health  and  other  choice  blessings  of  the 
Master. 

The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  our  efforts,  and  we 
feel  that  the  work  in  our  district  is  progressing.  Our 
humble  prayer  is  for  continued  success,  for  ourselves 
and  all  our  missionary  companions. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Lloyd  A.  Hamilton,  from  Sugar  City,  Idaho,  to  W.  Okla. 
Gwen  Roberts  Kimball,  from  Draper,  Utah,  to  W.  Kas. 
Clara  Fern  Goodman,  from  Safford,  Arizona,  to  Missouri. 
Charles  W.  McConkie,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  Inde¬ 
pendence  District,  (short  term). 

Helen  Adams,  from  Oakley,  Idaho,  to  Independence 
District  (returned  from  leave  of  absence). 

TRANSFERS 

Wilford  Patterson,  West  Oklahoma  to  East  Kansas. 

El  Fonda  Swapp,  Mission  Office  to  Independence  Dist. 
Lizzie  Thomas,  Mission  Office  to  Independence  Dist. 
Mararget  Price,  Independence  Dist.,  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Stanford  Gwilliam-To  preside  over  East  Kansas  Dist. 
Margaret  Price  — As  Mission  Recorder. 

RELEASES 

George  V.  Tate,  from  leave  of  absence  — Home,  Safford, 
Arizona. 

Erva  Wright,  from  leave  of  absence —  Home,  Provo,  U. 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT Henry  J.  Skid¬ 
more,  President,  99  Elliot  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

" - By  love  serve  one  another.  For  all  the  law  is 

fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  this:  Thou  shall  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself."  A  new  M.  I.  A.  season  was 
opened  in  Springfield,  Wednesday,  October  19.  This 
promises  to  be  a  very  successful  year  in  Mutual  work 
as  it  provides  the  opportunity  for  companionship  with 
friends  who  are  sometimes  unable  to  attend  Sunday 
services. 

While  attending  the  young  people's  meeting  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Springfield,  Elder  Skid¬ 
more  was  invited  to  briefly  discuss  the  missionary 
system. 

One  of  the  main  events  to  take  place  recently  was 
the  Relief  Society  bazaar  which  was  held  in  Spring- 
field,  October  12.  It  was  the  climax  of  the  summer's 
work  of  the  women  of  the  branch,  and  also  acted  as 
an  opening  social  for  the  coming  winter's  activities. 


An  interesting  feature  of  this  event  was  the  display  of 
work  done  by  one  of  the  Primaries.  Eight  boys  and 
girls,  none  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Church,  have 
been  attending  Primary  all  summer  and  their  parents 
have  become  quite  interested  in  this  work.  This  was 
evidenced  by  'heir  attendance  at  the  social  where  they 
examined  the  exhibits  and  listened  attentively  while 
their  children  rendered  parts  on  the  program. 

Elders  Harper  and  Freeman,  in  Greenfield,  have  or¬ 
ganized  a  boy's  club  which  may  develop  into  a  Boy 
Scout  Troop.  They  are  also  holding  two  regular 
weekly  cottage  meetings,  in  the  homes  of  investigators. 
These  were  started  the  first  part  of  the  month  by  the 


MISSIONARIES  OF  VERMONT  DISTRICT, 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

Left  to  Right:  Dari  E.  Anderson,  Lawrence 

Dalton,  Merril  B.  Robinson  and  Paul  J.  Wise. 

presentation  of  illustrated  lectures.  The  Elders  have 
made  many  excellent  friends,  and  have  done  much 
toward  establishing  an  output  of  the  mission  in  that 
new  field. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT :  -  Dari  Anderson,  President, 
Morrisville,  Vermont. 

The  summer's  work  in  Vermont  has  passed  another 
mile  post  on  the  road  of  success,  and  as  winter  en¬ 
sues,  the  Green  Mountains  and  shallow  valleys  are 
adorned  in  a  robe  of  brilliant  hues.  Coming  in  con¬ 
tact  with  these  beautiful  landscapes,  one  cannot  help 
but  feel  the  nearness  of  God. 

The  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  has  been 
realized  by  the  missionaries  of  this  district.  Elders 
Dalton  and  Anderson  who  labor  in  Morrisville,  have 
been  presenting  a  radio  program  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and 
due  to  the  inadequate  transportation  facilities  they  must 
resort  to  highwaying  twenty  miles  back  to  Morrisville 
to  hold  an  8  o'clock  meeting.  Not  once  during  the 
summer  have  they  been  late  for  this  appointment. 

These  Elders  have  spent  considerable  time  lately 
traveling  throughout  the  district  holding  meetings  with 
Saints  and  investigators.  Strong  evidence  of  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  Gospel  comes  from  observing  how  staunch 
and  true  to  the  faith  these  people  are  who  are  sep¬ 
arated  from  ihe  main  body  of  the  Church. 

Among  other  duties,  these  Elders  have  found  time  to 
start  a  Primary  in  Morrisville,  and  feel  they  have 
been  quite  successful  since  their  original  class  of  six 
has  increased  to  seventeen.  The  reward  for  this  new 
effort  is  manifest  in  their  own  words:  "It  is  exhilarat¬ 
ing  to  know  that  we  are  teaching  these  youngsters 
fundamental  truths  which  will  tend  to  give  them  a 
foundation  on  which  to  build  a  joyful  life.  The  joy 
we  missionaries  receive  from  doing  this  type  of  work 
is  more  than  adequate  remuneration." 

Elders  Wise  and  Robinson,  who  are  located  in  Rut¬ 
land,  have  made  good  use  of  the  projection  machine 
in  showing  pictures  of  Mormonism  to  many  influential 
groups  of  people  of  this  city. 

While  trading  not  long  ago  these  same  two  Elders 
contacted  a  plainly  dressed  gentleman  and  a  lengthy 
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conversation  followed.  Some  lime  later  it  was  made 
known  to  them  that  he  was  a  minister  and  had  been 
heard  to  say:  "Mormonism  is  the  greatest  revival 
since  the  time  of  Christ."  Being  asked  what  he 
meant  by  this,  the  Reverend  answered:  "Mormonism 
has  within  its  organization  most  every  feature  which 
is  essential  ot  a  continued  advancement."  "Whether 
the  members  of  the  Mormon  Church  realize  it  or  not 
I  don't  know,  but  it  has  the  set  up  which  will  reach 
unlimited  goals." 

We  are  grateful  to  say,  we  do  realize  the  force  and 
power  behind  Mormonism,  and  that  this  great  cause, 
the  Lord's  work,  will  go  forward  to  unlimited  attain¬ 
ments. 

RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT  :-J.  Norris  Larsen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  715  Westminster  Ave.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  happy  to  see 
the  winter  activities  in  the  various  branches  getting  a 
good  start.  Mutual  was  begun  in  New  Bedford  with 
a  social  held  on  the  evening  of  October  18.  The 
M.  I.  A.  this  year  will  be  run  under  the  direction  of 
the  missionaries.  We  had  a  good  attendance  and  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  it  will  continue  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  season.  The  evening's  activities  consisted  of  a 
program,  games,  and  refreshments.  All  indications 
point  to  a  successful  Mutual  Year  in  this  branch.  The 
Relief  Society  too,  is  doing  excellent  work  there.  A 
Hallowe'en  party  is  planned  for  ihe  evening  of  October 
29.  We  are  confident  of  its  success. 

Branch  teaching  was  started  this  month  in  the  Pro¬ 
vidence  Branch  and  all  districts  are  reported  visited. 
Monthly  Prisethood  meetings  are  held  in  this  branch 
on  the  last  Friday  evening  of  each  month  and  should 
do  much  to  create  additional  interest  among  the  breth¬ 
ren.  We  are  happy  ot  report  that  Relief  Society, 
Priesthood  and  Sunday  services  are  being  held  regu¬ 
larly  in  the  Fall  River  Branch. 

It  is  the  desire  of  all  missionaries  in  this  district 
to  be  of  the  greatest  possbile  service  to  all  the 
members  of  it. 

TRANSFERS 

Elbert  R.  Simmons,  from  West  Mass.,  to  Connecticut. 
L.  R.  Hochstrasser,  from  Connecticut  to  Mission  Office. 
Richard  W.  Harper,  from  West  Mass.,  to  East  Mass. 
Ronald  J.  Ball,  from  Danforth  to  Portland,  Maine. 

Dean  R.  Bingham,  from  Rhode  Island  to  Maine. 
Elwood  M.  Porter,  from  Maine  to  Rhode  Island. 
Toynette  Baird,  from  West  Mass,  to  Rhode  Island. 

Paul  J.  Wise,  from  Vermont  to  West  Massachusetts. 
Anna  Allphin,  from  Rhode  Island  to  West  Mass. 
Sherman  L.  Park,  from  Maine  to  Vermont. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Marion  L.  Stoddard  — Secretary-Treasurer,  Commissarian. 
L.  Russell  Hochstrasser -Metropolitan  District  President, 

Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools  and  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A., 

Publicity  Director. 

L.  R.  HOCHSTRASSER. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

NORTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT Richard  B.  Shurlliff, 
President. 

It  is  indeed  a  source  of  joy  to  all  the  workers  in  the 
district,  both  Saints  and  the  missionaries,  to  see  their 
work  progress.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  in  almost 
every  respect  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  advancing  and 
his  blessings  felt  among  his  people. 

Among  the  commendable  activities  of  the  various 
branches  we  would  like  to  make  special  mention  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  Branch  and  their  "Security  Garden." 
Nearly  500  cans  of  produce  have  been  put  up  by  the 
members  of  the  branch,  from  this  garden/  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  they  have  a  good  amount  of  cabbage,  carrots, 
beets,  and  expect  to  have  about  40  bushels  of  potatoes 


for  the  winter.  They  also  have  a  little  money  on  hand 
as  a  result  of  their  efforts. 

Also  the  Cambridge  City  Branch  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  their  fine  spirit  of  work  and  cooperation. 
Recently  a  branch  conference  was  held  at  which  time 
they  had  ihe  opportunity  of  hearing  from  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  district  and  visitors  from  the  other 
branches.  This  small  branch  of  only  26  members  has 
rented  a  schoolhouse,  which  is  centrally  located,  and 
decorated  and  furnished  it  for  use  as  a  chapel.  Through 
their  efforts  and  sacrifice  they  have  been  able  to  make 
it  very  attractive  and  a  real  credit  to  the  Church.  They 
are  proud  of  their  branch,  though  small,  and  are  reap¬ 
ing  results.  An  M.  I.  A.  has  been  organized  and  is 
being  enjoyed,  for  they  report  an  average  attendance 
of  about  thirty.  This  attendance  also  characterizes  the 
other  meetings. 

These  activities  are  examples  of  real  Latter-day  Saint 
faith  and  we  wish  the  people  of  these  and  the  other 
branches  continued  success,  for  all  are  doing  well. 

The  Elders  and  lady  missionaries  are  working  hard 
and  enjoying  their  labors.  Attendance  and  activity 
is  advancing  in  all  branches  which  is  a  sign  of  their 
efforts.  Surely  the  Lord  is  with  us  and  we  are  thankful. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT  :-Crafion  W.  Call,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"For  after  the  book  of  which  I  have  spoken  shall 
come  forth  and  be  written  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  sealed 
up  again  unto  the  Lord,  there  shall  be  many  which 
shall  believe  the  words  which  are  written." 

This  prophetic  utterance  of  Nephi,  expressed  cen- 
iureis  ago,  has  been  literally  fulfilled.  Thousands  of 
rational  minded  people  in  our  midst  today  can  solemn¬ 
ly  testify  to  the  truthfulness  of  such  a  statement. 

During  the  past  two  months  we  have  witnessed  the 
fulfillment  of  Nephi's  prophecy,  for  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  a  number  of  people  have 
become  interested  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Our  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  conscientiously  endeavored  to  place  this 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  "honest  in  heart"  that  they 
may  know  the  truth.  We  have  been  rewarded  not  only 
with  the  soul  satisfying  contentment  that  comes  through 
doing  the  work  of  God,  but  also  by  seeing  some  re¬ 
spond  to  the  spirit  of  that  divine  writing.  Our  meetings 
have  had  a  greater  attendance  because  of  those  who 
have  become  interested  in  the  religious  philosophy  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Our  work  is  "cut  out"  for  us.  Surely  such  a  mod¬ 
ern  monument  of  divine  instruction  will  continue  to 
kindle  the  fire  of  truth  on  the  altar  of  the  heart 
of  the  just. 

The  success  of  the  branch  conferences  recently  held 
in  Cleveland  and  Liverpool  is  gratifying.  The  Saints  in 
these  two  cities  are  diligently  trying  to  live  as  well 
as  spread  the  "Word." 

Recently  the  following  people  have  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism:  Florence  Catherine  Bias,  Minnie 
Magdalena  Choate,  Patricia  Mary  Ravencrafi,  Frank 
Reinhold  Schnerdent,  Merlin  Arthur  Wagner,  Violet 
May  Valentine,  Homer  Lee  Busick,  Wilma  Jean  Moore, 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Andrew  Debus. 

SOUTH  OHIO  DISTRICT: -Franklin  East,  President. 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free." 

Surely  it  will  be  through  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Gospel  that  the  troubled  world  today  will  receive 
peace,  and  the  people  freedom  from  wars  and  sin. 
We  realize  our  responsibility  is  great,  for  we  must 
teach  the  Gospel  in  its  truthfulnss  and  fulness  to  the 
world  that  they  may  know  the  truth. 

The  Church  offers  many  opportunities  to  spread  ihe 
truth  and  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  is  through 
the  Mutual  Improvement  Association.  "It  offers  a  dy¬ 
namic  challenge  to  youthful  talent  and  ambition  thru 
a  program  which  captures  young  people's  interest 
and  enthusiasm  in  culture,  sports,  vocational,  educa¬ 
tional,  and  personal  achievement." 

The  Mutual  work  is  progressing  very  successfully  in 
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the  district.  With  the  enthusiasm  already  aroused  and 
good  hard  work,  it  will  go  forward  in  leaps  and 
bounds. 

In  the  past  month  Elders  Freeman  and  Leavitt  have 
been  very  successful  in  starting  a  Sunday  School  in 
Springfield. 

We  extend  wishes  of  success  to  all  missionaries. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DSTRICT :  -  Wilbur  R.  Harding, 
President. 

"Bui  an  unseen  power  will  aid  me  and  you  in  the 
glorious  cause  of  truth." 

Prayer,  through  faith  and  humility,  has  proved  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt  to  be  our  greatest  asset.  We  have  not 
seen  God,  but  have  an  abiding  faith  in  his  divine 
love  and  might.  Therefore,  it  is  an  unseen  but  a 
mighty  power.  We  alone  can  do  but  little/  only 
through  the  help  of  the  Lord  have  we  been  able  to 
make  such  fine  progress  during  the  past  month. 

We  greatly  appreciate  the  work  Sisters  Myrtle  Winger 
and  Marva  Cram  have  done  in  Springfield.  We  wel¬ 
come  Sisters  Edith  Smith  and  Eugenia  Brinton  who  take 
their  places  and  wish  them  much  success  and  joy  in 
their  labors. 

The  missionaries  and  members  of  this  district  have 
truly  witnessed  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  in  the 
behalf  of  Brother  Gene  Wakefield  of  Decatur.  He  was 
not  only  supposedly  fately  burned  from  electricity, 
but  received  a  fractured  skull  from  a  28-foot  drop  to 
the  cement  from  off  the  viaduct.  The  doctors  marvel 
that  he  is  still  living  after  two  months.  We  know  it 
is  the  healing  power  of  God. 

WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:  -  Newell  H.  Smith, 
President. 

"He  that  seeketh  me  early  shall  find  me  and  shall 
not  be  forsaken." -D.  &  C.  88:83. 

Woe  be  unto  those  who  seek  after  the  vain  and 
foolish  things  of  mortality.  The  unrighteous  have  no 
claim  to  those  choice  blessings  promised  to  the  faithful. 

The  members  in  the  various  branches  are  greatly 
enthused  over  the  new  Michigan  Junior  Stake  organiza¬ 
tion  and  they  can  readily  see  the  great  future  in  store 
for  them  as  a  direct  result  of  this  forward  step.  The 
auxiliary  organizations  are  up  and  coming,  putting 
forth  an  unusual  effort  to  create  interest  in  the  work. 
The  officers  are  to  be  commended  for  the  splendid 
work  they  are  doing. 

On  the  6th  of  October  Elder  Marvin  J.  Deamer,  the 
field  representative  of  the  Mission,  visited  the  district 
and  gave  us  some  very  valuable  advice  and  counsel 
pertaining  to  effective  missionary  work,  trading,  Book 
of  Mormon  distribution,  etc.  We  greatly  appreciate 
his  short  stay  here  and  feel  he  stimulated  us  to  higher 
endeavor. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  happiest  and  most 
contented  missionary  is  the  one  who  is  the  busiest 
doing  his  part  in  the  furthering  of  this  great  work. 
The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  happily  engaged 
in  this  glorious  work  of  the  Father.  To  hear  their  sin¬ 
cere,  heartfelt  testimonies  is  to  have  your  own  made 
stronger,  and  what  is  more  valuable  than  an  individual 
testimony  of  the  nature  and  being  of  God? 

WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT: -Ivan  L.  Ashment,  President. 

The  members  of  the  Sioux  City  Branch  were  grateful 
to  have  President  and  Sister  Hinckley  visit  them,  on 
Thursday,  September  29th.  It  was  an  occasion  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Saints  who  worked  hard  to  spread  the 
news  among  their  friends,  that  they  too  might  benefit 
by  such  a  meeting.  This  cooperation  was  appreciated 
becausd  it  helped  to  contribute  to  the  success  of  this 
visit  of  our  beloved  president  and  his  wife. 

President  Hinckley  gave  thoughts  of  encouragement 
for  the  Saints  while  Sister  Hinckley  gave  some  very 
fine  instructions  for  the  Branch  Relief  Societies.  It 
was  an  evening  of  surprises  and  was  indeed  gratifying 
to  hear  and  feel  the  spirit  those  in  attendance  ra¬ 
diated  as  they  left  the  meeting. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  two  souls  have  been 
added  to  the  district  membership  recently.  Brother 
George  Everett  Rees  was  baptized  in  Des  Moines  by 


Elder  Ronald  King,  and  Sister  Ada  Lucille  Wilcox  in 
Sioux  City  by  Elder  Theron  A.  Sleight.  We  com¬ 
mend  them  for  this  important  step  they  have  taken. 

It  is  important  that  auxiliary  work  of  the  Church 
carries  on  and  with  this  aim  in  mind  the  Boone  Branch 
held  an  opennig  Social  the  22nd  of  September.  After 
an  interesting  evening's  entertainment,  refreshments 
were  sold  to  raise  money  to  buy  books  and  athletic 
equipment.  The  special  activities  to  be  stressed  this 
year  are  basket  ball,  boxing  and  other  such  games  of 
skill.  Bill  Hannah,  who  competed  in  the  "Golden 
Gloves"  last  year  has  been  chosen  as  athletic  director 
in  Mutual,  and  as  his  assistant,  Bert  Wolfe. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Eugenie  Brinton,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  South  Illinois. 
TRANSFERS 

Myrtle  Winger,  from  South  Illinois  to  Mission  Office. 
Nola  May  Kerby,  from  Wisconsin  to  West  Michigan. 
Edith  Smith,  from  West  Michigan  to  South  Illinois. 
Evelyn  Clawson,  from  East  Michigan  to  Mission  Office. 
Marva  Cram,  from  South  Illinois  to  Mission  Office. 
Clariece  Craner,  from  Wisconsin  to  South  Indiana  Disf. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Evelyn  Clawson  — Mission  Recorder. 

Franklin  East -Disf.  President  South  Ohio  District. 
RELEASES 

Rose  S.  Bernards,  of  S.  Indiana —  Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
D.  James  Harvey,  of  South  Ohio -Home,  Blanding,  U. 

BARTLETT  C.  MITCHELL,  Mission  Secretary 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

During  the  past  two  weeks  members  and  friends 
of  the  Church  by  the  hundreds  have  enjoyed  the  in¬ 
struction,  counsel,  and  comradeship  of  Apostle  Melvin 
J.  Ballard,  while  he  was  on  tour  with  President  and 
Sister  Evans.  A  total  of  27  meetings  were  held,  in¬ 
cluding  missionary  meetings,  of  which  not  one  ad¬ 
journed  in  less  than  two  hours.  Without  exception  the 
meetings  were  better  attended  than  at  any  lime  in 
the  past  year,  the  increase  having  been  consistent 
throughout  the  year's  conferences.  As  a  whole,  the 
attendance  over  the  entire  mission  is  between  two 
and  four  limes  as  great  as  it  was  only  one  year  ago. 
This  has  come  about  as  a  result  of  a  great  degree  of 
spirituality  and  interest  in  the  truth  among  both 
friends  and  members. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Liahona  the  following 
baptisms  have  been  reported:  Capitol  District -George 
Irvine  Burnham,  Frank  W.  Stoddard,  Ruby  DeLarr 
Streeter,  Ellen  Carrie  Holston,  Marilyn  Ruth  Holston, 
Nancy  E.  Cole  Thompson,  Easter  Evelyn  Thompson, 
Zula  Thompson  Neely,  Alfreda  M.  S.  Glenn,  Elaine 
Alfreda  Glenn,  Meredith  S.  Glenn,  Rowena  Lyle  Creer, 
Keith  M.  Ssegmiller,  Earl  W.  Snell,  Oneida  District - 
Florence  lone  Bennett  and  Ralph  D.  Bennett,  Seneca 
District  — John  Christian  Hux  and  Mildred  Laura  Hux, 
Susquehanna  District  — Edward  Kling  Weidow,  and  West 
Penn  District  — Robert  Brown  Simmons. 

ALBANY  DISTRICT: -Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  President, 
27  South  Hawk  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Members  and  friends  thank  the  Lord  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  we  have  had  recently  of  having  Elder  Melvin 
J.  Ballard  and  President  and  Sister  Evans  with  us 
here  in  Albany.  A  very  inspirational  conference 
meeting  was  held.  Attending  the  meeting  were  about 
70  members,  friends,  and  missionaries  from  the  Cham¬ 
plain  and  Albany  Districts.  Some  of  these  people  trav¬ 
eled  from  100  to  200  miles  to  be  in  attendance. 

We  are  concentrating  our  efforts  on  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Primaries  and  Relief  Societies  because  we  feel 
that  through  these  two  auxiliaries  much  effective  mis¬ 
sionary  work  can  be  done.  Elders  Jacob  and  Palmer 
have  one  Primary  in  Gloversville  and  a  Relief  Society 
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is  in  the  nvaking.  It  has  been  some  time  since  any 
active  missionary  work  has  been  done  in  this  section 
and  we  must  first  lay  the  foundation,  but  we  feel  con¬ 
fident  that  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  much  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  in  this  line  here  in  the  Albany  District. 

ERIE  DISTRICT  :-J.  Raymond  Isaacson,  President,  62 
Congress  Si.,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania. 

The  missionaries  and  Saints  of  the  Erie  District  have 
been  highly  favored  the  past  month  with  a  visit  from 
Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  President  and  Sister  Evans 
at  a  district  conference  held  in  Erie.  Members,  in¬ 
vestigators,  and  friends  gathered  to  partake  of  the 
spiritual  feast.  One  young  member  spent  the  previous 
night  hitch-hiking  in  order  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
conference. 

Elder  Ballard,  speaking  with  power  and  authority, 
thrilled  his  large  crowd  of  attentive  listeners  with  the 
strong  testimony  that  he  bears  to  all  the  world  as  a 
special  witness  of  Christ.  He  stressed  the  importance 
and  responsibility  of  all  Latter-day  Saints  to  lead 
exemplary  lives,  eulogizing  the  early  pioneers  and 
citing  their  faithful  perseverance  as  a  worthy  example. 

Immediately  following  the  meeting  the  branch  Relief 


Plan  of  Life,  from  the  Mormon  point  of  view,  given  by 
Elder  Isaacson. 

EAST  PENN  DISTRICT Horace  J.  Gunn,  Presidenl, 
4425  Spruce,  Philadelphia,  Penna. 

Elders  Gunn  and  Haddock  were  privileged  recently 
to  speak  in  one  of  the  Protestant  churches  at  Lansdale, 
Penna.,  where  they  were  well  received  by  the  church 
and  invited  to  return.  Many  of  the  congregation 
offered  invitations  for  them  to  call  at  their  hoihes. 

The  illustrated  lectures  were  used  recently  by  Elder 
Elmer  and  Elder  Lindberg  in  obtaining  many  friends 
in  Slatington,  Penna.  Through  contacts  they  had  made, 
they  were  invited  to  speak  before  the  Rotary  Club  of 
that  city.  After  the  lectures  were  given,  they  were 
asked  to  remain  and  explain  the  functions  of  the 
Church  Security  Program. 

POTOMAC  DISTRICT: -Clayton  L.  Perkins,  President. 

The  Fairview  Branch  with  the  help  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  had  a  very  enjoyable  opening  social  for  their 
new  year  of  M.  I.  A.  work.  An  interesting  program 
was  held  in  the  chapel  after  which  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  roller  skating  at  Coal  Spring 
Park.  A  program  and  weiner  roast  constituted  the 


MISSIONARIES,  SAINTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  ERIE  DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE  IN 
ERIE,  PENNSYLVANIA,  OCTOBER  16,  1938 

Sister  Priscilla  B.  Evans,  President  Frank  Evans  and  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  in  second  row, 
left  center. 


Society  served  a  fine  dinner  in  honor  of  the  visitors. 

In  Bradford  many  homes  are  being  opened  to  the 
missionaries  as  a  result  of  the  diligent  efforts  of  Sister? 
Peterson  and  Whitehead  in  their  Primary  work.  Elder 
Grant  F.  Layton,  attending  a  Sunday  School  class  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  so  impressed  another  visitor, 
a  minister,  with  his  understanding  of  the  scriptures 
that  he  was  invited  to  present  the  outstanding  tenets 
of  the  Mormon  faith  to  a  group  of  church  members. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest 
and  most  faithful  members,  Sister  Cora  Landis,  who 
succumbed  to  a  heart  attack  on  August  31.  Sister 
Landis  was  one  of  the  first  members  converted  in 
Jamestown,  having  been  baptized  in  1914.  Throughout 
her  life  she  was  known  for  her  kindness  to  everyone 
Her  friends  are  many.  She  housed  missionaries  for 
years  when  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  obtain 
rooms  elsewhere  because  of  the  extreme  prejudice  then 
running  high.  She  served  as  president  of  the  Branch 
Relief  Society  for  ten  years.  We  extend  to  her  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  our  heartfelt  sympathy.  The  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  missionaries  and  a 
large  number  of  friends  were  impressed  with  the 


Buck  Valley  M.  I.  A.  opening  social. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  the  lady  missionaries  for 
their  work  in  Marlinsburg,  W.  Va.,  where  they  have 
a  Primary  of  about  twenty  children.  Many  of  the 
parents  are  becoming  interested  in  the  Gospel  through 
their  children. 

Five  hundred  invitation  cards  were  given  out  in 
house-to-house  canvassing  in  Hagerstown  as  part  of 
the  publicity  for  the  recent  visit  of  Elder  Melvin 
J.  Ballard. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland, 
President,  1304  Electric  St.,  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

The  auxiliary  associations  of  the  Scranton  and  Bing¬ 
hamton  Branches  are  now  organized  for  the  winter 
work,  and  judging  from  the  opening  socials  and  the 
first  few  meetings,  much  will  be  gained  in  the  next 
few  months  if  the  present  enthusiasm  continues.  Many 
of  those  enrolled  are  non-members  and  we  feel  a  wide 
field  is  opened  to  us  through  this  means. 

Four  Primaries,  under  the  able  direction  of  Sisters 
Bigelow  and  Bridge,  have  been  reopened  in  Scranton 
and  vicinity.  Each  of  these  is  well  attended,  and 
over  ninety  per  cent  enrolled  are  non-members. 
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Our  best  wishes  we  offer  to  Sister  Johnson  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  who  has  recently  undergone  a  most  serious 
operation.  With  human  odds  against  her  recovery, 
faith  and  prayer  have  brought  this  dear  sister  safely 
through  her  crisis  and  we  pray  for  wanted  health 
and  strength. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Rocky  Glen  re¬ 
cently  at  which  Edward  C.  Weidow  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Hoagland. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT  :-Wilford  Zaugg,  President,  49 
E.  Genesee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Members  and  investigators  of  the  Oneida  District 
were  very  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard 
and  President  and  Sister  Evans,  who  spoke  to  100 
persons  assembled  in  District  Conference  in  Auburn 
recently.  Prior  to  the  meeting  the  Auburn  Relief 
Society  served  a  delicious  dinner  to  all  the  guests. 

A  very  successful  Hallowe'en  party  was  sponsored 
by  the  M.  I.  A.  recently,  and  75  members  and  friends 
enjoyed  an  evening  of  fun  in  games  and  stories. 

We  heartily  welcome  into  the  fold  through  the 
waters  of  baptism  Florence  and  Ralph  Bennett,  who 
were  baptized  by  Elder  Ernest  M.  Skinner. 

Elders  Nielson  and  Winterton  recently  attended  the 
Syracuse  Rotary  Club  luncheon  as  special  guests  of 


the  president.  He  introduced  them  as  Mormon  mission¬ 
aries,  and  they  were  heartily  welcomed  by  all  present. 
Other  organizations  and  clubs  have  opened  their  doors 
to  the  missionaries,  and  welcomed  their  messaage  both 
in  sermon  and  in  song. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  complete  recovery  of 
Elder  Miller,  who  is  now  able  to  resume  his  mission¬ 
ary  activities. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
F.  Briton  McConkie,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  E.  Penn. 
Lee  Foster  Brimhall,  from  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
TRANSFERS 

Paul  William  Fife,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  District. 
Raymond  L.  Sudweeks,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  Dist. 
Paul  J.  Bates,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  District. 
Sherman  S.  Brinton,  from  Cumorah  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINTMENT 

Sherman  S.  Brinton  — Publicity  Director  and  Y.  M. 
M.  I.  A.  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Virginia  Linnell,  of  Susquehanna  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
C.  Delbert  Heiner,  of  Blue  Ridge  — Home,  Bedford,  Wyo. 

-SHERMON  S.  BRINTON. 


FOR  BETTER  MISSIONARY  WORK 
By  Halbert  J.  Keller,  California  Mission 

"Those  were  the  happiest  years  of  my  life."  Who 
has  not  heard  this  testimony  from  the  lips  of  young 
men  and  women  who  have  represented  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  world?  In 
view  of  such  a  universal  testimony,  is  not  the  mis¬ 
sionary  to  be  envied  for  the  opporutnity  that  is  his? 
Each  missionary  wants  to  be  happy  in  his  work.  He 
wants  to  have  the  spirit  of  missionary  work.  He  wants 
his  missionary  work  to  be  so  important  to  himself 
that  his  mind  will  be  absolutely  undivided  toward 
anything  not  pertaining  to  it. 

He  can  have  this  and  more  if  he  has  the  courage  to 
give  the  suggestions  offered  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Church  a  fair  chance  to  prove  themselves.  When 
the  missionary  was  chosen  to  represent  this  Church 
it  was  assumed  that  he  valued  the  opportunity  and 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  it  the  full  price  of  in¬ 
telligent,  persistent  labor.  One  cannot  get  results 
without  effort.  One's  success  as  a  missionary  will 
pretty  well  measure  his  success  in  life. 

To  succeed  in  building  a  superb  missionary  happi¬ 
ness  one  must  have  power  of  will,  resolutely  making 
up  his  mind  that  he  will  follow  the  mission  rules 
no  matter  what  sacrifices  he  is  obliged  to  make.  He 
must  be  hopeful  and  expect  the  results  assured  him 
will  ultimately  be  his.  I  commend  to  all  missionaries 
the  following  scripture: 

"And  now  I  would  that  ye  should  be  humble,  and 
be  submissive  and  gentle;  easy  to  be  entreated;  full 
of  patience  and  long-suffering;  being  temperate  in  all 
things;  being  diligent  in  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God  at  all  times;  asking  for  whatsoever  things  ye 
stand  in  need  of,  both  spiritual  and  temporal;  always 
returning  thanks  unto  God  for  whatsoever  things  ye 
do  receive.  And  see  that  ye  have  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  .  and  then  ye  will  always  abound  in  good 
works."  (B.  of  M.-Alma  7:23-24).  Also  read  at 
least  once  a  week  the  4th  Section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants. 

The  missionary  can  make  his  work  a  success  or  a 
miserable  failure.  He  can  make  it  monotonous  and 


irksome,  or  he  can  make  it  a  sheer  delight.  It  de¬ 
pends  entirely  upon  his  own  mental  attitude.  He 
should  regard  all  his  activities  as  pleasurable.  He 
should  look  forward  to  them  as  a  joy  to  perform.  Let 
us  hold  in  the  mind's  eye  at  all  times  the  ideal  of 
happiness  in  our  work.  Let  us  realize  as  we  work 
that  each  day  brings  us  nearer  the  goal  of  perfection. 
Follow  faithfully  every  day  the  instructions  given  in 
the  hand-book  and  in  beautiful  gems  from  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Works  of  the  Church,  and  as  we  fit  these  days 
of  honest  work  together,  we  shall  sometime  find  that 
we  have  woven  the  fabric  of  a  successful  and  happy 
mission.  Remember  — step  by  step  and  the  thing  is 
done ! 

The  missionary  should  make  up  his  mind  now  that 
he  is  going  to  put  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  this 
great  work.  He  should  never  work  at  cross  purposes, 
but  avoid  all  dissipations  and  injurious  habits  that  he 
knows  to  be  wrong.  We  cannot  build  happiness  if 
at  the  same  time  we  tear  it  down. 

Let  us  get  into  the  sunshine  and  amid  beautiful 
surroundings.  Live  in  an  atmosphere  of  beauty,  and 
when  compelled  to  go  through  unlovely  places,  close 
the  mind's  eye  to  the  surroundings  and  occupy  the 
imagination  with  delightful  scenery.  At  all  times  switch 
the  mind  from  unpleasant  to  pleasant  things.  Tho 
mental  influence  plays  a  larger  part  in  the  promotion 
of  this  work  than  some  missionaries  are  willing  to 
realize.  "As  a  man  thinketh,  so  is  he." 

Not  only  is  it  essential  that  we  banish  all  unpleasant 
sights,  thoughts,  feelings  and  sounds  from  our  life, 
but  at  all  times  refrain  from  brooding,  worrying  and 
fearing.  Whenever  these  thoughts  enter  the  mind, 
immediately  substitute  for  them  thoughts  of  success 
and  happiness.  Constantly  throw  the  spirit  of  accomp¬ 
lishment  into  all  activities.  Turn  aside  from  all  anger, 
irritation  and  annoyance,  for  these  are  indications  of  a 
lack  of  dignified  power.  Cultivate  the  larger,  better, 
nobler  self.  As  we  do  this  we  shall  discover  that 
these  habits  have  a  vital  bearing  on  our  happiness. 
Let  us  cultivate  a  happy,  pleasing  disposition.  Think 
high  and  beautiful  thoughts,  and  we  shall  soon  dis¬ 
cover  ourselves  being  lifted  into  a  new  plane  of  con¬ 
sciousness.  We  shall  be  honored,  respected  and  looked 
up  to. 
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Our  best  wishes  we  offer  to  Sister  Johnson  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  who  has  recently  undergone  a  most  serious 
operation.  With  human  odds  against  her  recovery, 
faith  and  prayer  have  brought  this  dear  sister  safely 
through  her  crisis  and  we  pray  for  wanted  health 
and  strength. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  at  Rocky  Glen  re¬ 
cently  at  which  Edward  C.  Weidow  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Hoagland. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT  :-Wilford  Zaugg,  President,  49 
E.  Genesee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Members  and  investigators  of  the  Oneida  District 
were  very  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard 
and  President  and  Sister  Evans,  who  spoke  to  100 
persons  assembled  in  District  Conference  in  Auburn 
recently.  Prior  to  the  meeting  the  Auburn  Relief 
Society  served  a  delicious  dinner  to  all  the  guests. 

A  very  successful  Hallowe'en  party  was  sponsored 
by  the  M.  I.  A.  recently,  and  75  members  and  friends 
enjoyed  an  evening  of  fun  in  games  and  stories. 

We  heartily  welcome  into  the  fold  through  the 
waters  of  baptism  Florence  and  Ralph  Bennett,  who 
were  baptized  by  Elder  Ernest  M.  Skinner. 

Elders  Nielson  and  Winterton  recently  attended  the 
Syracuse  Rotary  Club  luncheon  as  special  guests  of 


the  president.  He  introduced  them  as  Mormon  mission¬ 
aries,  and  they  were  heartily  welcomed  by  all  present. 
Other  organizations  and  clubs  have  opened  their  doors 
to  the  missionaries,  and  welcomed  their  messaage  both 
in  sermon  and  in  song. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  complete  recovery  of 
Elder  Miller,  who  is  now  able  to  resume  his  mission¬ 
ary  activities. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
F.  Briton  McConkie,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  E.  Penn. 
Lee  Foster  Brimhall,  from  Thatcher,  Ariz.,  to  Blue  Ridge. 
TRANSFERS 

Paul  William  Fife,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  District. 
Raymond  L.  Sudweeks,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  Dist. 
Paul  J.  Bates,  from  Albany  to  Champlain  District. 
Sherman  S.  Brinton,  from  Cumorah  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINTMENT 

Sherman  S.  Brinton  — Publicity  Director  and  Y.  M. 
M.  I.  A.  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Virginia  Linnell,  of  Susquehanna  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
C.  Delbert  Heiner,  of  Blue  Ridge -Home,  Bedford,  Wyo. 

-SHERMON  S.  BRINTON. 


FOR  BETTER  MISSIONARY  WORK 
By  Halbert  J.  Keller,  California  Mission 

"Those  were  the  happiest  years  of  my  life."  Who 
has  not  heard  this  testimony  from  the  lips  of  young 
men  and  women  who  have  represented  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  world?  In 
view  of  such  a  universal  testimony,  is  not  the  mis¬ 
sionary  to  be  envied  for  the  opporutnity  that  is  his? 
Each  missionary  wants  to  be  happy  in  his  work.  He 
wants  to  have  the  spirit  of  missionary  work.  He  wants 
his  missionary  work  to  be  so  important  to  himself 
that  his  mind  will  be  absolutely  undivided  toward 
anything  not  pertaining  to  it. 

He  can  have  this  and  more  if  he  has  the  courage  to 
give  the  suggestions  offered  by  the  authorities  of 
the  Church  a  fair  chance  to  prove  themselves.  When 
the  missionary  was  chosen  to  represent  this  Church 
it  was  assumed  that  he  valued  the  opportunity  and 
would  be  willing  to  pay  for  it  the  full  price  of  in¬ 
telligent,  persistent  labor.  One  cannot  get  results 
without  effort.  One's  success  as  a  missionary  will 
pretty  well  measure  his  success  in  life. 

To  succeed  in  building  a  superb  missionary  happi¬ 
ness  one  must  have  power  of  will,  resolutely  making 
up  his  mind  that  he  will  follow  the  mission  rules 
no  matter  what  sacrifices  he  is  obliged  to  make.  He 
must  be  hopeful  and  expect  the  results  assured  him 
will  ultimately  be  his.  I  commend  to  all  missionaries 
the  following  scripture: 

"And  now  I  would  that  ye  should  be  humble,  and 
be  submissive  and  gentle;  easy  to  be  entreated;  full 
of  patience  and  long-suffering;  being  temperate  in  all 
things;  being  diligent  in  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God  at  all  times;  asking  for  whatsoever  things  ye 
stand  in  need  of,  both  spiritual  and  temporal;  always 
returning  thanks  unto  God  for  whatsoever  things  ye 
do  receive.  And  see  that  ye  have  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  .  and  then  ye  will  always  abound  in  good 
works."  (B.  of  M.-Alma  7:23-24).  Also  read  at 
least  once  a  week  the  4th  Section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants. 

The  missionary  can  make  his  work  a  success  or  a 
miserable  failure.  He  can  make  it  monotonous  and 


irksome,  or  he  can  make  it  a  sheer  delight.  It  de¬ 
pends  entirely  upon  his  own  mental  attitude.  He 
should  regard  all  his  activities  as  pleasurable.  He 
should  look  forward  to  them  as  a  joy  to  perform.  Lei 
us  hold  in  the  mind's  eye  at  all  times  the  ideal  of 
happiness  in  our  work.  Let  us  realize  as  we  work 
that  each  day  brings  us  nearer  the  goal  of  perfection. 
Follow  faithfully  every  day  the  instructions  given  in 
the  hand-book  and  in  beautiful  gems  from  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Works  of  the  Church,  and  as  we  fit  these  days 
of  honest  work  together,  we  shall  sometime  find  that 
we  have  woven  the  fabric  of  a  successful  and  happy 
mission.  Remember -step  by  step  and  the  thing  is 
done! 

The  missionary  should  make  up  his  mind  now  that 
he  is  going  to  put  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  this 
great  work.  He  should  never  work  at  cross  purposes, 
but  avoid  all  dissipations  and  injurious  habits  that  he 
knows  to  be  wrong.  We  cannot  build  happiness  if 
at  the  same  time  we  tear  it  down. 

Let  us  get  into  the  sunshine  and  amid  beautiful 

surroundings.  Live  in  an  atmosphere  of  beauty,  and 

when  compelled  to  go  through  unlovely  places,  close 
the  mind's  eye  to  the  surroundings  and  occupy  the 
imagination  with  delightful  scenery.  At  all  times  switch 
the  mind  from  unpleasant  to  pleasant  things.  Thq 
mental  influence  plays  a  larger  part  in  the  promotion 
of  this  work  than  some  missionaries  are  willing  to 

realize.  "As  a  man  thinketh,  so  is  he." 

Not  only  is  it  essential  that  we  banish  all  unpleasant 
sights,  thoughts,  feelings  and  sounds  from  our  life, 

but  at  all  times  refrain  from  brooding,  worrying  and 
fearing.  Whenever  these  thoughts  enter  the  mind, 
immediately  substitute  for  them  thoughts  of  success 
and  happiness.  Constantly  throw  the  spirit  of  accomp¬ 
lishment  into  all  activities.  Turn  aside  from  all  anger, 
irritation  and  annoyance,  for  these  are  indications  of  a 
lack  of  dignified  power.  Cultivate  the  larger,  better, 
nobler  self.  As  we  do  this  we  shall  discover  that 
these  habits  have  a  vital  bearing  on  our  happiness. 
Let  us  cultivate  a  happy,  pleasing  disposition.  Think 
high  and  beautiful  thoughts,  and  we  shall  soon  dis¬ 
cover  ourselves  being  lifted  into  a  new  plane  of  con¬ 
sciousness.  We  shall  be  honored,  respected  and  looked 
up  to. 
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The  hand-book  advises  fhe  missionary  io  give  careful 
attention  to  his  personal  grooming.  Care  of  clothing 
and  small  personal  habits  may  make  all  the  difference 
between  failure  and  success.  Avoid  mental  waste.  By 
this  I  mean  do  not  dissipate  or  squander  thought 
forces  on  things  which  are  of  no  value.  Listen  to  no 
idle  talk,  keep  your  own  counsel,  listen  for  advice 
and  constructive  criticism,  and  go  steadily  on  from 
one  success  to  another.  If  the  missionary  will  take 
pains  to  develop  his  missionary  work  to  a  stale  nearer 
that  of  perfection,  he  will  arrive  and  become  master 
of  his  own  carnal  desires  and  soon  master  of  men. 
Aim  to  develop  strength  of  character  along  with  other 
desired  virtues.  Make  discipline  an  ally  rather  than 
an  enemy. 

To  be  successful  one  must  be  persistent,  and  the  first 
secret  of  persistence  is  a  good  start.  The  missionary 
will  do  well  to  get  up  at  6  a.  m.  every  morning,  there¬ 
by  making  a  vigorous  start.  He  should  get  up  im¬ 
mediately,  on  awaking  -  providing  he  awakes  at  a 
reasonable  hour,  and  when  he  does  awake,  always 
remember  to  thank  his  Father  in  Heaven  for  all  he 
has  received.  Don't  dilly  dally!  Get  up!  To  linger 
and  hesitate  is  to  weaken  the  will  power,  with  the 
tendency  to  start  the  day  all  wrong,  slouching  through 
it  with  no  conscious  aim.  As  an  exercise  to  strengthen 
will  power,  insist  upon  getting  up  promptly  on  awaking 
and  let  it  be  at  6  a.  m.,  unless  illness  prevents.  It 
may  require  a  big  effort  during  the  first  few  times, 
but  there  is  consolation  in  knowing  that  with  each 
repetition  the  act  becomes  easier. 

Retire  at  10  p.  m.  every  night.  If  activities  prevent 
retiring  at  this  time,  lake  the  necessary  time  im¬ 
mediately  after  lunch  the  following  day  to  complete 
the  8  hours  sleep  out  of  every  24.  Before  going  to 
bed  have  a  good  wash,  and  thus  get  rid  of  all  the 
past  day's  accumulated  dust  and  dirt  and  grime.  This 
practice  will  also  induce  more  sound  slumber.  On 
getting  into  bed,  relax  absolutely  every  part  of  lha 
body.  Do  not  brood  or  worry.  The  day  is  done. 
Forget  it!  Before  going  to  sleep  it  is  helpful  to  hold 
in  the  mind’s  eye  the  ideal  one  wishes  to  attain.  It 

is  said  that  during  sound  sleep  the  real  mind the 

subconscious  mind — is  working,  and  acts  on  the 
thoughts  one  thinks  just  prior  to  going  to  sleep.  Al¬ 
ways  remember  to  pray  before  retiring. 

Every  night  insist  upon  going  to  sleep  early,  breath¬ 
ing  pure  outside  air,  thinking  pleasant  thoughts,  arising 
immediately  on  awaking  for  increased  strength  and 
power,  making  a  success  of  the  day.  Keep  the  goal 
in  sight. 

The  Value  of  Time:  The  busy  missionary  is  the 
happy  missionary.  Time  is  his  most  valuable  asset. 
He  uses  it  judiciously  and  by  doing  so  elevates  him¬ 
self  more  rapidly  along  the  lines  of  progression.  He 
well  knows  that  at  best  the  hours  and  days  slip  by 
far  too  rapidly  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  he 
wishes  to  do. 

The  Daily  Program:  A  regular  daily  program  of 
work,  systematically  arranged  and  persistently  fol¬ 
lowed,  is  perhaps  4he  greatest  help  to  the  missionary 
in  the  economy  of  his  time.  Give  the  daily  program 
suggested  in  your  hand-book  a  fair  trial,  and  see  for 
yourself.  Keep  in  mind  always  the  words  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Heber  J.  Grant:  "That  which  we  persist  in  doing 
becomes  easy  to  do;  not  that  the  nature  of  the  thing 
has  changed,  but  that  our  power  to  do  has  increased." 

It  is  well  at  the  beginning  of  each  day  to  make  a 
brief  note  of  the  things  one  would  like  io  accomp¬ 
lish  that  day,  then  as  they  are  taken,  care  of  scratch 
them  off.  As  other  items  are  thought  of  during  the 
day,  jot  them  down. 

The  Lord  has  said:  "Cease  to  be  idle:  .  .  .  cease 
to  sleep  longer  than  is  needful ,  retire  to  thy  bed 
early,  that  ye  may  not  be  weary;  arise  early,  that  your 
bodies  and  your  minds  may  be  invigorated." -Doc. 
and  Cov.  88:124. 


SILENT  PRAYER 


When  with  grief  you  are  sorely  stricken, 
When  things  seem  almost  to  much  ot  bear; 
Why  not  take  your  heavy  load  to  God? 

He  then  will  gladly  each  sorrow  share. 

He  knows  when  your  heart  is  heavy, 

But  won't  you  go  and  tell  Him  so? 

He  just  wants  fullest  confidence 
Of  His  spirit  children  here  below. 

Perhaps  our  gieatesi  blessings  come 
Out  of  our  very  deepest  woe; 

Because  when  all  others  fail  us, 

There's  still  one  we  can  trust,  we  know. 

So  don't  think  of  giving  up,  friend. 

Nor  hang  your  head  in  despair; 

But  take  your  troubles  in  earnest 
To  your  Heavenly  Father  in  prayer. 

Oh,  the  wondrous  joy  that  thrills  us  — 

The  sweet  relief  we  get  when  there ! 

While  humbly  on  our  bended  knees 
We  kneel  to  God,  in  silent  prayer. 

—  Helen  Hinkson,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 


THIS  PART  OF  ETERNITY 
By  Russell  Westover,  California  Mission 

Most  missionaries  have  met  people  unacquainted 
with  our  doctrine  of  salvation  for  the  dead  who,  upon 
learning  of  it,  have  raised  the  objection  that  such 
doctrine  sanctions  a  sinful  life  here  easily  made  good 
by  repentance  after  death.  A  proper  explanation  cor¬ 
rects  this  erroneous  impression. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  teaches  that  men  will 
be  judged  "according  to  their  works"  by  a  law  of 
justice  infinitely  more  exact  than  the  laws  of  man. 
Indeed  whether  perceptible  or  not,  judgment  to  some 
extent,  is  meted  out  continually  in  the  life  of  every 
individual  here  on  earth. 

In  explaining  the  responsibility  of  present  action 
the  Prophet  Alma  said,  "For  behold,  this  life  is  the 
time  for  man  to  prepare  to  meet  God;  yea,  behold  the 
day  of  this  life  is  the  day  for  men  to  perform  their 
labors."  What  is  this  life  but  a  part  of  eternity  it¬ 
self— every  moment  of  which  will  advance  or  retard 
us  on  the  road  to  perfection?  Does  not  our  action 
today  determine  our  position  tomorrow?  Our  primeval 
life  conditioned  our  earthly  station  and  just  so  surely 
will  this  life  in  turn  determine  our  state  hereafter. 

The  Lord  has  placed  perfection  as  our  goal  and  laid 
down  requirements  for  attaining  it.  At  least  two  under¬ 
lying  principles  are  involved  in  our  struggle  toward 
this  goal:  first,  we  must  learn  the  law  and  then  con¬ 
form  to  it. 

Obtaining  knowledge  is  one  of  the  chief  pursuits 
of  civilized  people.  In  the  wide,  expansive  field  of 
laeming,  to  which  phase  of  knowledge  should  we  de¬ 
vote  our  attention? 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  our  great  teacher  en¬ 
joined  his  disciples  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  promising  that  all  else  would  be  added  unto 
them.  Of  all  the  truths  awaiting  our  discovery  that 
which  concerns  us  most  is  the  plan  of  salvation  by 
which  we  may  regain  the  presence  of  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  The  divine  utterance  that  "It  is  impossible 
for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  ignorance"  doubtless  refers 
to  ignorance  of  the  saving  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  rather  than  to  the  whole  gamut  of  truth, 
though  even  this  must  be  sought  after  as  we  ascend  the 
heights  of  exaltation. 

Those  who  aspire  to  become  what  is  potentially 
their  right  to  be -even  Gods -will  of  necessity  become 
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The  hand-book  advises  lhe  missionary  to  give  careful 
attention  to  his  personal  grooming.  Care  of  clothing 
and  small  personal  habits  may  make  all  the  difference 
between  failure  and  success.  Avoid  mental  waste.  By 
this  I  mean  do  not  dissipate  or  squander  thought 
forces  on  things  which  are  of  no  value.  Listen  to  no 
idle  talk,  keep  your  own  counsel,  listen  for  advice 
and  constructive  criticism,  and  go  steadily  on  from 
one  success  to  another.  If  the  missionary  will  take 
pains  to  develop  his  missionary  work  to  a  state  nearer 
that  of  perfection,  he  will  arrive  and  become  master 
of  his  own  carnal  desires  and  soon  master  of  men. 
Aim  to  develop  strength  of  character  along  with  other 
desired  virtues.  Make  discipline  an  ally  rather  than 
an  enemy. 

To  be  successful  one  must  be  persistent,  and  the  first 
secret  of  persistence  is  a  good  start.  The  missionary! 
will  do  well  to  get  up  at  6  a.  m.  every  morning,  there¬ 
by  making  a  vigorous  start.  He  should  get  up  im¬ 
mediately,  on  awaking  -  providing  he  awakes  at  a 
reasonable  hour,  and  when  he  does  awake,  always 
remember  to  thank  his  Father  in  Heaven  for  all  he 
has  received.  Don't  dilly  dally!  Get  up!  To  linger 
and  hesitate  is  to  weaken  the  will  power,  with  lhe 
tendency  to  start  the  day  all  wrong,  slouching  through 
it  with  no  conscious  aim.  As  an  exercise  to  strengthen 
will  power,  insist  upon  getting  up  promptly  on  awaking 
and  let  it  be  at  6  a.  m.,  unless  illness  prevents.  It 
may  require  a  big  effort  during  the  first  few  limes, 
but  there  is  consolation  in  knowing  that  with  each 
repetition  the  act  becomes  easier. 

Retire  at  10  p.  m.  every  night.  If  activities  prevent 
retiring  at  this  time,  take  lhe  necessary  time  im¬ 
mediately  after  lunch  the  following  day  to  complete 
the  8  hours  sleep  out  of  every  24.  Before  going  to 
bed  have  a  good  wash,  and  thus  get  rid  of  all  the 
past  day's  accumulated  dust  and  dirt  and  grime.  This 
practice  will  also  induce  more  sound  slumber.  On 
getting  into  bed,  relax  absolutely  every  part  of  the 
body.  Do  not  brood  or  worry.  The  day  is  done. 
Forget  it!  Before  going  to  sleep  it  is  helpful  to  hold 
in  the  mind's  eye  the  ideal  one  wishes  to  attain.  It 
is  said  that  during  sound  sleep  the  real  mind — the 
subconscious  mind — is  working,  and  acts  on  the 
thoughts  one  thinks  just  prior  to  going  to  sleep.  Al¬ 
ways  remember  to  pray  before  retiring. 

Every  night  insist  upon  going  to  sleep  early,  breath¬ 
ing  pure  outside  air,  thinking  pleasant  thoughts,  arising 
immediately  on  awaking  for  increased  strength  and 
power,  making  a  success  of  the  day.  Keep  the  goal 
in  sight. 

The  Value  of  Time:  The  busy  missionary  is  the 
happy  missionary.  Time  is  his  most  valuable  asset. 
He  uses  it  judiciously  and  by  doing  so  elevates  him¬ 
self  more  rapidly  along  the  lines  of  progression.  He 
well  knows  that  at  best  the  hours  and  days  slip  by 
far  loo  rapidly  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  he 
wishes  to  do. 

The  Daily  Program:  A  regular  daily  program  of 
work,  systematically  arranged  and  persistently  fol¬ 
lowed,  is  perhaps  4he  greatest  help  to  the  missionary 
in  the  economy  of  his  time.  Give  the  daily  program 
suggested  in  your  hand-book  a  fair  trial,  and  see  for 
yourself.  Keep  in  mind  always  the  words  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Heber  J.  Grant:  "That  which  we  persist  in  doing 
becomes  easy  to  do;  not  that  the  nature  of  lhe  thing 
has  changed,  but  that  our  power  to  do  has  increased." 

It  is  well  at  the  beginning  of  each  day  to  make  a 
brief  note  of  the  things  one  would  like  to  accomp¬ 
lish  that  day,  then  as  they  are  taken,  care  of  scratch 
them  off.  As  other  items  are  thought  of  during  the 
day,  jot  them  down. 

The  Lord  has  said:  "Cease  to  be  idle:  .  .  .  cease 
to  sleep  longer  than  is  needful,  retire  to  thy  bed 
early,  that  ye  may  not  be  weary,  arise  early,  that  your 
bodies  and  your  minds  may  be  invigorated." -Doc. 
and  Cov.  88:124. 


SILENT  PRAYER 


When  with  grief  you  are  sorely  stricken, 
When  things  seem  almost  to  much  ot  bear, 
Why  not  take  your  heavy  load  to  God? 

He  then  will  gladly  each  sorrow  share. 

He  knows  when  your  heart  is  heavy, 

But  won't  you  go  and  tell  Him  so? 

He  just  wants  fullest  confidence 
Of  His  spirit  children  here  below. 

Perhaps  our  gieatesi  blessings  come 
Out  of  our  very  deepest  woe, 

Because  when  all  others  fail  us, 

There's  still  one  we  can  trust,  we  know. 

So  don't  think  of  giving  up,  friend, 

Nor  hang  your  head  in  despair, 

But  take  your  troubles  in  earnest 
To  your  Heavenly  Father  in  prayer. 

Oh,  the  wondrous  joy  that  thrills  us  — 

The  sweet  relief  we  get  when  there! 

While  humbly  on  our  bended  knees 
We  kneel  to  God,  in  silent  prayer. 

—  Helen  Hinkson,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 


THIS  PART  OF  ETERNITY 
By  Russell  Westover,  California  Mission 

Most  missionaries  have  met  people  unacquainted 
with  our  doctrine  of  salvation  for  the  dead  who,  upon 
learning  of  it,  have  raised  the  objection  that  such 
doctrine  sanctions  a  sinful  life  here  easily  made  good 
by  repentance  after  death.  A  proper  explanation  cor¬ 
rects  this  erroneous  impression. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  teaches  that  men  will 
be  judged  "according  to  their  works"  by  a  law  of 
justice  infinitely  more  exact  than  the  laws  of  man. 
Indeed  whether  perceptible  or  not,  judgment  to  some 
extent,  is  meted  out  continually  in  the  life  of  every 
individual  here  on  earth. 

In  explaining  the  responsibility  of  present  action 
the  Prophet  Alma  said,  "For  behold,  this  life  is  the 
time  for  man  to  prepare  to  meet  God,  yea,  behold  the 
day  of  this  life  is  the  day  for  men  to  perform  their 
labors."  What  is  this  life  but  a  part  of  eternity  it¬ 
self— every  moment  of  which  will  advance  or  retard 
us  on  the  road  to  perfection?  Does  not  our  action 
today  determine  our  position  tomorrow?  Our  primeval 
life  conditioned  our  earthly  station  and  just  so  surely 
will  this  life  in  turn  determine  our  state  hereafter. 

The  Lord  has  placed  perfection  as  our  goal  and  laid 
down  requirements  for  attaining  it.  At  least  two  under¬ 
lying  principles  are  involved  in  our  struggle  toward 
this  goal:  first,  we  must  learn  the  law  and  then  con¬ 
form  to  it.- 

Obtaining  knowledge  is  one  of  the  chief  pursuits 
of  civilized  people.  In  the  wide,  expansive  field  of 
laeming,  to  which  phase  of  knowledge  should  we  de¬ 
vote  our  attention? 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  our  great  teacher  en¬ 
joined  his  disciples  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  promising  that  all  else  would  be  added  unto 
them.  Of  all  the  truths  awaiting  our  discovery  that 
which  concerns  us  most  is  the  plan  of  salvation  by 
which  we  may  regain  the  presence  of  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  The  divine  utterance  that  "It  is  impossible 
for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  ignorance"  doubtless  refers 
to  ignorance  of  the  saving  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  rather  than  to  the  whole  gamut  of  truth, 
though  even  this  must  be  sought  after  as  we  ascend  the 
heights  of  exaltation. 

Those  who  aspire  to  become  what  is  potentially 
their  right  to  be -even  Gods -will  of  necessity  become 
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acquainted  with  all  things  pertaining  to  their  do¬ 
minion.  It  is  inconceivable  that  any  being  will  ever 
attain  to  such  power,  or  even  associate  with  those 
who  do  enjoy  such  a  position  in  the  eternal  worlds, 
unless  he  himself  acquires  similar  light.  The  Lord 
has  promised:  "Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the 

resurrection.  And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledgee 
and  intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and 
obedience  than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the 

advantage  in  the  world  to  come."  Should  we  not 

seriously  reflect  how  our  efforts  in  the  living  present 
will  affect  our  eternal  status?  Note  that  this  knowl¬ 
edge  referred  to  is  attained  through  diligence  and  obe¬ 
dience. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  suggested  the  need  for  active 

and  creative  thinking  in  the  following  challenging 
words:  "Be  a  Columbus  to  whole  new  continents  and 
worlds  within  you,  opening  new  channels,  not  of 
trade,  but  of  thought.  Every  man  is  the  lord  of  a 

realm  beside  which  the  earthly  empire  of  a  czar  is 

but  a  petty  state,  a  hummock  left  by  the  ice." 

To  obtain  "knowledge  of  things  as  they  were,  as 

they  are,  and  as  they  are  to  come"  is  of  prime  im¬ 
portance  in  our  upward  climb.  To  properly  apply  that 
knowledge,  turning  it  to  true  wisdom  is  of  like  im¬ 

portance. 

"Be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  not  hearers  only,"  was 
not  only  a  call  to  righteous  living  but  a  true  state¬ 
ment  of  the  way  in  which  righteousness  comes.  It 
comes  by  hearing  and  then  doing.  Can  anyone  think 
that  a  lifetime  spent  here  following  evil  inclinations 
will  prepare  one  for  a  future  existence  where  he  can 
enjoy  the  practice  of  virtue?  Will  some  magic  change 
overcome  us  to  completely  change  our  natures? 

The  Prophet  Alma,  counselling  his  son,  exhorts  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  commandments  of  God,  saying-.  "Do 
not  suppose,  because  it  has  been  spoken  concerning 
restoration,  that  ye  shall  be  restored  from  sin  to 
happiness.  "Behold,  I  say  unto  you,  wickedness 
never  was  happiness." 

To  win  the  highest  honors  awaiting  us  demands 
constant  effort.  We  may  not  attain  a  complete  realiza¬ 
tion  of  all  our  dreams,  but  to  all  is  given  the  heritage 
of  eternity  and  the  life  we  are  now  living  is  a  part 
of  it. 


DEVOTION 

By  T.  A.  Sinclair,  Northwestern  Stales  Mission 

Others  may  not  know  the  heartache, 

Or  the  pain  we  have  to  bear; 

As  we  try  to  do  our  duty, 

And  with  loved  ones  part  our  fare. 

God,  alone,  can  see  the  struggle 
Going  on  within  our  breast, 

As  we  strive  to  meet  disaster, 

Scarcely  taking  time  for  rest. 

And,  of  course,  we're  growing  older, 
Every  day  brings  added  care; 

As  we  see  our  loved  ones,  needy, 

And  with  them,  we  want  to  share. 

For  its  always  such  a  pleasure 
To  be  able  to  divide; 

But  misfortune  creeps  upon  us, 

And  we  find  our  hands  are  tied. 

Yet  we  trust  our  love  will  linger, 

Whtfn  our  hands  can  do  no  more ; 

And  we'll  watch  and  wait  to  meet  them, 

On  the  distant,  sunny  shore. 

There  we'll  have  no  pain  or  sorrow, 
There  no  heartache  or  distress; 

Only  sunshine,  love,  and  pleasure, 

If  while  here  we've  done  our  best. 


WHY  NOT  TRY  GOD'S  WAY? 

By  Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  Eastern  Slates  Mission 

"How  often  would  1  have  gathered  thy  children 

together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!" 

These  were  words  spoken  by  our  Lord  to  the  people 
of  Jerusalem  while  He  was  living  there.  He  expresses 
His  willingness  to  comfort  and  bless  all  people  but 
because  He  gave  them  free-agency  He  cannot  force 

His  blessings  upon  them.  Because  of  the  hardness  of 
their  hearts  people  refuse  to  live  in  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  as  God  would  have  them  live.  Many  times 
throughout  history  men  have  called  down  the  judg¬ 

ments  of  God  because  they  would  not  humble  them¬ 
selves  and  give  His  plan  a  fair  trial.  True,  there  have 
been  those  who  have  not  hardened  their  hearts  and 
because  of  them  and  their  prayers  the  others  have 
been  spared  from  total  destruction. 

The  world  today  is  in  terrible  chaos.  Wars  are 
being  fought  and  men  are  trying  to  avert  others. 

Peace  treaties  are  being  formed  containing  every  known 
antidote  for  war  except  God’s  plan  of  life  and  salva¬ 
tion.  Until  this  plan,  which  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  becomes  the  controlling  factor  in  the  lives  of  all 
men,  the  selfish  human  element  in  men  will  dom¬ 
inate  their  lives  and  contention  will  continue. 

In  this  dispensation  the  Lord  has  repeated  His  appeal 
uttered  in  Jerusalem  two  thousand  years  ago:  "O, 
ye  nations  of  the  earth,  how  often  would  I  have 
gathered  you  together  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  but  ye  would  not!"  — Doc.  8c  Cov 
43:24. 

This  time,  however,  He  cried  not  only  to  the  Jews 
but  to  all  nations  of  the  earth.  In  the  verses  following 
He  makes  clear  the  fact  that  He  is  giving  His  last 
warning  and  He  charges  us,  the  members  of  His  Church, 
to  go  forth  and  labor  in  the  vineyard  for  the  last 
lime.  People  must  be  warned  of  the  wrath  to  come, 
"For  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  word 
shall  not  pass  away,"  says  God. 

Therefore  let  us  resolve  to  lake  the  Gospel  to  all 
people  both  meek  and  mighty.  And  let  us  not  forget 
to  pray  always  for  men  that  they  will  try  God's  way 
as  a  means  of  overcoming  human  weakness  and  strife. 


MY  AIM 


My  aim  is  now,  and  always  has  been, 

To  do  good  for  God  and  my  fellowmen; 

To  enjoy  life  to  the  highest  extent, 

To  love,  to  learn  — when  wrong,  to  repent. 

—  Edwin  R.  Riggs,  East  Central  States  Mission. 


PRAISE  HIM 

By  Aubrey  J.  Parker,  Santa  Barbara,  California 

Ye  Saints  of  God  adore  Him 
Who  lit  the  later  flame; 

Thank  Him  for  revelations 
And  that  an  angel  came 
To  earth  to  bring  the  Gospel, 

With  all  it's  blessings  too- 
Truihs  which  were  hid  in  darkness 
Are  now  revealed  to  view. 

These  latter  days  are  gladsome 
With  melody  and  song, 

Because  we  have  the  dayspring, 

And  Saints  of  God  are  strong. 

World's  darkest  night  has  worn  to 
morning, 

And  sorrow's  flown  away. 

God’s  Prophet  has  come  to  His  people, 

His  Kingdom  stands  for  aye. 
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acquainted  with  all  things  pertaining  to  their  do¬ 

minion.  It  is  inconceivable  that  any  being  will  ever 
attain  to  such  power,  or  even  associate  with  those 
who  do  enjoy  such  a  position  in  the  eternal  worlds, 
unless  he  himself  acquires  similar  light.  The  Lord 

has  promised:  "Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the 
resurrection.  And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledgee 
and  intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and 
obedience  than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the 

advantage  in  the  world  to  come."  Should  we  not 

seriously  reflect  how  our  efforts  in  the  living  present 
will  affect  our  eternal  status?  Note  that  this  knowl¬ 
edge  referred  to  is  attained  through  diligence  and  obe¬ 
dience. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  suggested  the  need  for  active 
and  creative  thinking  in  the  following  challenging 
words:  "Be  a  Columbus  to  whole  new  continents  and 
worlds  within  you,  opening  new  channels,  not  of 
trade,  but  of  thought.  Every  man  is  the  lord  of  a 
realm  beside  which  the  earthly  empir6  of  a  czar  is 
but  a  petty  state,  a  hummock  left  by  the  ice." 

To  obtain  "knowledge  of  things  as  they  were,  as 
they  are,  and  as  they  are  to  come"  is  of  prime  im¬ 
portance  in  our  upward  climb.  To  properly  apply  that 
knowledge,  turning  it  to  true  wisdom  is  of  like  im¬ 
portance. 

"Be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  not  hearers  only,"  was 
not  only  a  call  to  righteous  living  but  a  true  state¬ 
ment  of  the  way  in  which  righteousness  comes.  It 
comes  by  hearing  and  then  doing.  Can  anyone  think 
that  a  lifetime  spent  here  following  evil  inclinations 
will  prepare  one  for  a  future  existence  where  he  can 
enjoy  the  practice  of  virtue?  Will  some  magic  change 
overcome  us  to  completely  change  our  natures? 

The  Prophet  Alma,  counselling  his  son,  exhorts  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  commandments  of  God,  saying:  "Do 
not  suppose,  because  it  has  been  spoken  concerning 
restoration,  that  ye  shall  be  restored  from  sin  to 
happiness.  "Behold,  I  say  unto  you,  wickedness 
never  was  happiness." 

To  win  the  highest  honors  awaiting  us  demands 
constant  effort.  We  may  not  attain  a  complete  realiza¬ 
tion  of  all  our  dreams,  but  to  all  is  given  the  heritage 
of  eternity  and  the  life  we  are  now  living  is  a  part 
of  it. 


DEVOTION 

By  T.  A.  Sinclair,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

Others  may  not  know  the  heartache, 

Or  the  pain  we  have  to  bear? 

As  we  try  to  do  our  duty, 

And  with  loved  ones  part  our  fare. 

God,  alone,  can  see  the  struggle 
Going  on  within  our  breast, 

As  we  strive  to  meet  disaster, 

Scarcely  taking  time  for  rest. 

And,  of  course,  we're  growing  older, 
Every  day  brings  added  care/ 

As  we  see  our  loved  ones,  needy, 

And  with  them,  we  want  to  share. 

For  its  always  such  a  pleasure 
To  be  able  to  divide/ 

But  misfortune  creeps  upon  us, 

And  we  find  our  hands  are  lied. 

Yet  we  trust  our  love  will  linger, 

Wh6n  our  hands  can  do  no  more  / 

And  we'll  watch  and  wait  to  meet  them, 

On  the  distant,  sunny  shore. 

There  we'll  have  no  pain  or  sorrow, 
There  no  heartache  or  distress; 

Only  sunshine,  love,  and  pleasure, 

If  while  here  we've  done  our  best. 


WHY  NOT  TRY  GOD'S  WAY? 

By  Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  Eastern  States  Mission 

"How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!" 

These  were  words  spoken  by  our  Lord  to  the  people 
of  Jerusalem  while  He  was  living  there.  He  expresses 
His  willingness  to  comfort  and  bless  all  people  but 
because  He  gave  them  free-agency  He  cannot  force 
His  blessings  upon  them.  Because  of  the  hardness  of 
their  hearts  people  refuse  to  live  in  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  as  God  would  have  them  live.  Many  times 
throughout  history  men  have  called  down  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  God  because  they  would  not  humble  them¬ 
selves  and  give  His  plan  a  fair  trial.  True,  there  have 
been  those  who  have  not  hardened  their  hearts  and 
because  of  them  and  their  prayers  the  others  have 
been  spared  from  total  destruction. 

The  world  today  is  in  terrible  chaos.  Wars  are 
being  fought  and  men  are  trying  to  avert  others. 
Peace  treaties  are  being  formed  containing  every  known 
antidote  for  war  except  God's  plan  of  life  and  salva¬ 
tion.  Until  this  plan,  which  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  becomes  the  controlling  factor  in  the  lives  of  all 
men,  the  selfish  human  element  in  men  will  dom¬ 
inate  their  lives  and  contention  will  continue. 

In  this  dispensation  the  Lord  has  repeated  His  appeal 
uttered  in  Jerusalem  two  thousand  years  ago:  "O, 
ye  nations  of  the  earth,  how  often  would  I  have 
gathered  you  together  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens 
under  her  wings,  but  ye  would  not!"  — Doc.  &  Cov 
43:24. 

This  time,  however,  He  cried  not  only  to  the  Jews 
but  to  all  nations  of  the  earth.  In  the  verses  following 
He  makes  clear  the  fact  that  He  is  giving  His  last 
warning  and  He  charges  us,  the  members  of  His  Church, 
to  go  forth  and  labor  in  the  vineyard  for  the  last 
time.  People  must  be  warned  of  the  wrath  to  come, 
"For  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  word 
shall  not  pass  away,"  says  God. 

Therefore  let  us  resolve  to  take  the  Gospel  to  all 
people  both  meek  and  mighty.  And  let  us  not  forget 
to  pray  always  for  men  that  they  will  try  God's  way 
as  a  means  of  overcoming  human  weakness  and  strife. 


MY  AIM 


My  aim  is  now,  and  always  has  been, 

To  do  good  for  God  and  my  fellowmen; 

To  enjoy  life  to  the  highest  extent, 

To  love,  to  learn  — when  wrong,  to  repent. 
-Edwin  R.  Riggs,  East  Central  States  Mission. 


PRAISE  HIM 

By  Aubrey  J.  Parker,  Santa  Barbara,  California 

Ye  Saints  of  God  adore  Him 
Who  lit  the  later  flame; 

Thank  Him  for  revelations 
And  that  an  angel  came 
To  earth  to  bring  the  Gospel, 

With  all  it's  blessings  too  — 

Truths  which  were  hid  in  darkness 
Are  now  revealed  to  view. 

These  latter  days  are  gladsome 
With  melody  and  song, 

Because  we  have  the  dayspring, 

And  Saints  of  God  are  strong. 

World's  darkest  night  has  worn  to 
morning, 

And  sorrow's  flown  away. 

God's  Prophet  has  come  to  His  people, 

His  Kingdom  stands  for  aye. 
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A  Guaranty  of  Freedom  to  America 

FTEN  WE  ARE  TOLD  that  this  land  of  America  to  which  Book  of 


Mormon  peoples  were  led  is  a  choice  land — “Choice  above  all  other 


lands."  The  statement  is  undoubtedly  true  and  the  Almighty  has 
promised  to  bless  the  land  and  the  people  whom  He  would  lead  to  it  with  a 
special  dispensation  of  His  providence.  In  the  passages  cited  herewith  let  us 
call  attention  not  only  to  the  assured  blessings  but  particularly  to  the  terms 
on  which  the  guaranty  is  based  which  we  are  printing  here  in  bold  face. 

Shall  America  continue  to  be  a  “choice  land" — A  place  of  liberty  and 
safety  for  its  inhabitants? 

Wherefore,  this  land  is  consecrated  unto  him  whom  he  shall  bring.  And  if 

it  so  be  that  they  shall  serve  him  according  to  the  commandments  which  he 
hath  given,  it  shall  be  a  land  of  liberty  unto  them/  wherefore,  they  shall  never 
be  brought  down  into  captivity;  if  so,  if  shall  be  because  of  iniquity;  for  if  in¬ 
iquity  shall  abound  cursed  shall  be  the  land  for  their  sakes,  but  unto  the  righteous 
it  shall  be  blessed  forever. 

Wherefore,  I,  Lehi,  have  obtained  a  promise,  that  inasmuch  as  those  whom 
the  Lord  God  shall  bring  out  of  the  land  of  Jerusalem  shall  keep  his  command¬ 
ments,  they  shall  prosper  upon  the  face  of  this  land/  and  they  shall  be  kept 
from  all  other  nations,  that  they  may  possess  this  land  unto  themselves.  And  if 
it  so  be  that  they  shall  keep  his  commandments  they  shall  be  blessed  upon  the 
face  of  this  land,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  molest  them,  nor  to  take  away  the 
land  of  their  inheritance/  and  they  shall  dwell  safely  forever. 

But  behold,  ...  I  say,  if  the  day  shall  come  that  they  will  reject  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel,  the  true  Messiah,  their  Redeemer  and  their  God,  behold,  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  him  that  is  just  shall  rest  upon  them. 

Yea,  he  will  bring  other  nations  unto  them,  and  he  will  give  unto  them 
power,  and  he  will  take  away  from  them  the  lands  of  their  possessions,  and  he 
will  cause  them  to  be  scattered  and  smitten. -II  Nephi  1:6-11. 

But  behold,  this  land,  said  God,  shall  be  a  land  of  thine  inheritance,  and  the 
Gentiles  shall  be  blessed  upon  the  land. 

And  this  land  shall  be  a  land  of  liberty  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  there  shall 
be  no  kings  upon  the  land,  who  shall  raise  up  unto  the  Gentiles. 

And  I  will  fortify  this  land  against  all  other  nations. 

Wherefore,  I  will  consecrate  this  land  unto  thy  seed,  and  them  who  shall 
be  numbered  among  thy  seed,  forever,  for  the  land  of  their  inheritance/  for  it  is 
a  choice  land,  saith  God  unto  me,  above  all  other  lands,  wherefore  I  will  have 
all  men  that  dwell  thereon  that  they  shall  worship  me,  saith  God. -II  Nephi 
10:10-14,  19. 

And  the  Lord  would  not  suffer  that  they  should  stop  beyond  the  sea  in  the 
wilderness,  but  he  would  that  they  should  come  forth  even  unto  the  land  of 
promise,  which  was  choice  above  all  other  lands,  which  the  Lord  God  had  pre¬ 
served  for  a  righteous  people. 

And  he  had  sworn  in  his  wrath  unto  the  brother  of  Jared,  that  whoso  should 
possess  this  land  of  promise,  from  that  time  henceforth  and  forever,  should  serve 
him,  the  true  and  only  God,  or  they  should  be  swept  off  when  the  fulness  of 
his  wrath  should  come  upon  them. 

And  now,  we  can  behold  the  decrees  of  God  concerning  this  land,  that  it  is 
a  land  of  promise,-  and  whatsoever  nation  shall  possess  it  shall  serve  God,  or  they 
shall  be  swept  off  when  the  fulness  of  his  wrath  shall  come  upon  them.  And 
the  fulness  of  his  wrath  cometh  upon  them  when  they  are  ripened  in  iniquity. 

Behold,  this  is  a  choice  land,  and  whatsoever  nation  shall  possess  it  shall  be 
free  from  bondage,  and  from  captivity,  and  from  all  other  nations  under  heaven, 
if  they  will  but  serve  the  God  of  the  land,  who  is  Jesus  Christ.  -  Ether  2:7-12. 


Read  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  History  of  the  Choice  Land 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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<XX> 


The  peace  of  Christ  does  not 
come  by  seeking  the  super¬ 
ficial  things  of  life  /  neither 
does  it  come  except  as  it 
springs  from  the  individual's 
heart.  No  man  is  at  peace 
with  himself  or  his  God  who 
is  untrue  ot  his  better  self. 
Peace  comes  by  obedience  to 
law,  and  it  is  that  message  which 
Jesus  would  have  us  proclaim. 


ooo 


ooo 


Back-biting  and  fault-finding 
are  weeds  of  society  that  should 
be  constantly  eradicated.  Gos¬ 
sip,  too,  brings  discord  and 
thrives  best  in  superficial 
minds,  as  fungi  grow  best  on 
weakened  plants.  "Bear  ye  one 
another's  burdens."  Do  not 
add  to  those  burdens  by  gos¬ 
siping  about  your  neighbors 
or  by  spreading  slander. 


OOO 


Y  BRETHREN  AND  SISTERS,  as  I  contemplate  the  growth  of  the  mission 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  I  feel  to  exclaim  with  Browning:  “God's  in  his 
heaven,  all's  right  with  His  world!”  Men  and  nations  make  errors  and  will 
be  punished  therefor,  but  ultimately  the  Lord  will  overrule  the  acts  of  men 
for  the  triumph  of  Truth.  This  great  Conference  has  given  added  assurance  in 
the  success  of  this,  God's  work.  I  hope  all  who  have  attended  the  sessions  or  who 
have  listened  in  have  had  their  faith  increased  in  the  divinity  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Such  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  these  conferences.  Reference  to  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  will  disclose  the  fact  that  there  are  four  principal  purposes  of  hold¬ 
ing  conferences  of  the  Church: 
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First,  to  transact  current  Church  busi¬ 
ness. 

Second,  to  hear  reports  and  general 
Church  statistics. 

Third,  to  “approve  of  those  names 
which  I  (the  Lord)  have  appointed,  or  to 
disapprove  of  them." 

Fourth,  to  worship  the  Lord  in  sin¬ 
cerity  and  reverence,  and  to  give  and  to 
receive  encouragement,  exhortation,  and 
instruction. 

Urges  Check-Up 

It  is  a  good  thing  in  the  Church,  as  in 
business,  to  check  up  on  ourselves  to  see 
whether  we  are  succeeding  or  failing. 

Organizations  as  individuals  are  either 
progressing  or  retrograding — they  seldom 
if  ever  stand  still.  To  progress  is  to  obey 
the  law  of  life.  If  the  Church  or  any 
part  of  it  were  not  improving,  you  may 
rest  assured  that  it  would  be  deteriorating. 
No  ward,  stake,  or  branch  of  the  Church 
can  long  remain  stationary.  It  is  a  source 
of  satisfaction  to  all  of  us  to  realize  that 
we  belong  to  a  Church  that  is  moving 
forward.  Statistics  for  the  nine  months 
ending  September  30  corroborate  this  fact. 
Since  January  1,  1938  there  have  been 
organized  six  new  stakes,  24  new  wards, 
and  21  independent  branches — 4  wards 
and  5  independent  branches  have  been 
disorganized,  leaving  a  clear  gain  of  20 
wards,  and  16  new  independent  branches. 
This  increase  during  these  nine  months 
is  but  indicative  of  the  steady  growth 
of  the  Church  since  its  organization. 

I  have  been  reminded,  since  attending 
this  Conference  and  listening  to  the  re¬ 
ports  of  some  of  the  Mission  Presidents, 
and  the  remarks  of  Stake  Presidents  when 
I  have  met  them,  of  the  great  growth 
manifested  since  I  became  associated  with 
the  General  Authorities.  For  example, 
in  1910  I  visited  the  California  Mission. 
As  I  recall  it,  the  total  membership  then 
was  about  2,000,  and  only  one  Church 
building  owned  by  the  members,  and  that 
was  up  at  Gridley.  Today  we  have  9 
stakes,  70  wards,  10  independent  branches, 
with  a  church  membership  of  approxi¬ 
mately  35,000,  and  Church  property 
amounting  to  approaching  two  million 
dollars.  In  addition  to  this  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Mission  numbers  9,400,  and 
owns  property  valued  at  approximately 
$227,500.00. 

I  have  heard  President  Grant  refer  to 
his  early  experience  in  Bear  Lake  Stake 


which  was  organized  June  20,  1869.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  membership  was 
then  at  the  time  of  organization;  but 
about  ten  years  later  it  was  3,418.  Today 
in  Idaho  there  are  25  Stakes,  244  wards, 
and  14  independent  branches,  comprising 
a  membership  of  approximately  100,000 
—  (99,  111)  and  two  more  stakes  already 
approved. 

The  growth  of  the  Church  in  the 
Northwest  during  the  last  few  years  has 
been  outstanding.  Portland,  as  you  know, 
is  now  the  center  of  an  organized  Stake, 
as  is  also  Seattle. 

Thriving  stakes  are  found  in  Chicago 
and  New  York,  and  a  promise  of  another 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  the  capital  of  the 
nation. 

Welfare  Program 

An  important  and  most  commendable 
enterprise  undertaken  by  the  Church  is 
its  Welfare  Program.  Of  its  value  and 
significance  much  has  been  said  during 
the  Conference.  I  desire  to  commend  in 
the  presence  of  this  large  audience  the  able 
and  unselfish  work  of  the  eleven  members 
of  the  General  Committee  chosen  to  assist 
the  General  Authorities.  These  men  are 
leaders  in  their  chosen  occupations  and 
professions.  They,  as  you,  give  their  very 
best  to  the  advancement  of  this  great  un¬ 
dertaking,  contributing  their  time  and 
ability  without  a  cent  of  compensation. 
The  reward  of  their  effort  lies  in  their 
love  for  the  work. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  committee 
and  the  management  of  experienced  and 
dependable  contractors,  the  Central  Store¬ 
house  Building  Project  is  being  carried  on 
at  751  West  7th  South,  this  city,  one  of 
the  pivotal  centers  around  which  this  en¬ 
tire  plan  revolves. 

In  your  mind's  eye,  come  with  me  mo¬ 
mentarily  and  stand  outside  those  unfin¬ 
ished  buildings.  Here  we  see  a  worthy 
example  of  cooperation.  The  steel  lying 
there,  being  used  to  reinforce  the  cement, 
has  been  furnished  at  cost;  by  firms  not 
members  of  the  Church.  So  have  the  ce¬ 
ment  and  the  lumber;  so  have  the  materials 
purchased  from  merchants  in  this  city, 
also  the  electric  poles  and  the  wire.  The 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  manifested  by 
members  and  non-members.  Here  are 
from  40  to  60  men  working  daily — men 
otherwise  unemployed,  each  recommended 
by  his  Bishop.  Each  receives  for  his  labor 
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small  amount  in  cash,  the  balance  in  or¬ 
ders  on  the  storehouses. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  things  which 
you  observe  is  the  fact  that  union  men 
work  side  by  side  with  non-union  men. 
I  wish  to  commend  the  Bricklayer's  Union 
particularly  for  their  attitude  toward  this 
great  Welfare  Movement  in  permitting 
their  men  to  work  side  by  side  with  others 
in  the  spirit  of  true  brotherhood. 

I  would  ask  you,  too,  to  contemplate 
the  Mormon  Handicraft  Project  carried 
on  by  the  Relief  Society,  a  most  com¬ 
mendable  enterprise,  in  which  650  women 
have  found  employment  while  they  re¬ 
mained  at  home  with  their  families. 

The  spiritual  progress  of  the  Church 
also  is  equally  encouraging.  Tithing  has 
increased;  so  has  the  fast  offering.  The 
growth  in  interest  in  the  Priesthood  quor¬ 
ums,  while  it  is  not  yet  what  it  should 
be,  indicates  clearer  visions  on  the  part  of 
officers  as  to  the  responsibility  of  these 
groups. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  sign  posts  of  the 
progress  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  I  refer  to  them  not 
with  a  desire  to  boast  or  to  overestimate 
their  significance,  but  as  indications  that 
the  Church  is  moving  forward. 

Future  Assured 

The  future  and  permanency  of  the 
work  is  assured  so  long  as  the  Priesthood 
will  keep  in  mind  the  great  mission  of  the 
Church.  It  is  truly  a  messenger  of  peace. 
When  Christ  came  to  the  earth  his  ad¬ 
vent  was  heralded  by  an  angelic  chorus 
singing:  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward 
men."  This  message  has  been  repeated 
so  often  that  it  seems  trite,  and,  yet,  if 
peace  and  brotherhood  could  even  be  ap¬ 
proximated,  it  would  prove  the  greatest 
boon  that  could  come  to  humanity. 

Since  time  began  men  have  kept  the 
world  in  turmoil  with  their  useless  striv¬ 
ings,  their  bickerings,  and  their  conten¬ 
tions.  There  is  an  old,  old  story  told 
that  a  man  from  another  planet  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  visit  the  earth.  From  an  emi¬ 
nence  he  looked  down  upon  the  bustling 
cities  of  the  world.  Millions  of  men, 
like  ants,  were  busy  building  palaces  of 
pleasure,  and  other  things  that  would  not 
last;  chasing  will-o'-the-wisps  and  seek¬ 
ing  financial  bubbles  that  burst  before 
their  eyes.  As  he  left  to  go  back  he 


said:  "All  these  people  are  spending 

their  time  in  building  just  birds'  nests; 
no  wonder  they  fail  and  are  ashamed." 

The  peace  of  Christ  does  not  come  by 
seeking  the  superficial  things  of  life, 
neither  does  it  come  except  as  it  springs 
from  the  individual’s  heart.  Jesus  said 
to  His  disciples:  "Peace  I  leave  with  you. 
My  peace  I  give  unto  you;  not  as  the 
world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you."  Thus 
the  son  of  man  as  the  executor  of  his  own 
will  and  testament  gave  to  his  disciples 
and  to  mankind  the  "first  of  all  human 
blessings."  It  was  a  bequest  conditioned 
upon  obedience  to  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  thus  be¬ 
queathed  to  each  individual.  No  man  is 
at  peace  with  himself  or  his  God  who  is 
untrue  to  his  better  self,  who  transgresses 
the  law  of  right  either  in  dealing  with 
himself  by  indulging  in  passion,  in  appe¬ 
tite,  yielding  to  temptations  against  his  ac¬ 
cusing  conscience,  or  in  dealing  with  his 
fellowmen,  being  untrue  to  their  trust. 
Peace  does  not  come  to  the  transgressor 
of  law;  peace  comes  by  obedience  to  law, 
and  it  is  that  message  which  Jesus  would 
have  us  proclaim  among  men. 

Supplant  Enmity  With  Forbearance 

If  we  would  have  peace  as  individuals, 
(and  I  am  speaking  to  you  John,  and  to 
you,  Mary,  David  and  each  of  you)  we 
must  supplant  enmity  with  forbearance, 
which  means  to  refrain  or  abstain  from 
finding  fault  or  from  condemning  others. 

It  is  a  noble  thing  to  be  charitable  with 
the  failings  and  weaknesses  of  a  friend to 
bury  his  weaknesses  in  silence,  but  to  pro¬ 
claim  his  virtues  from  the  house  tops. 

We  shall  have  power  to  do  this  if  we 
really  cherish  in  our  hearts  the  ideals  of 
Christ,  who  said: 

If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and 
there  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath 
ought  against  thee7  Leave  there  thy  gift 
before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way ,  first  be 
reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come 
and  offer  thy  gift. 

Note  the  Savior  did  not  say  if  you 
have  ought  against  him,  but  if  you  find 
that  another  has  ought  against  you.  How 
many  of  us  are  ready  to  come  up  to  that 
standard?  If  we  are,  we  shall  find  peace. 
Many  of  us,  however,  instead  of  follow¬ 
ing  this  admonition,  nurse  our  ill-will 
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until  it  grows  to  hatred,  then  this  hatred 
expresses  itself  in  fault-finding  and  even 
slander,  “whose  whisper  over  the  world's 
diameter  as  level  as  a  cannon  to  its  mouth, 
transports  its  poison  shot."  Back-biting 
and  fault-finding  are  weeds  of  society  that 
should  be  constantly  eradicated.  Gossip, 
too,  brings  discord  and  thrives  best  in 
superficial  minds,  as  fungi  grow  best  on 
weakened  plants.  “Bear  ye  one  another's 
burdens.”  Do  not  add  to  those  burdens 
by  gossiping  about  your  neighbors  or  by 
spreading  slander.  Diogenes  was  asked 
one  day  to  name  that  beast,  the  bite  of 
which  is  the  most  dangerous.  The  old 
philosopher  replied:  “Of  tame  beasts,  the 
bite  of  the  flatterer;  of  wild  beasts,  that 
of  the  slanderer.” 

During  the  approaching  political  cam¬ 
paign  let  us  refrain  from  making  per¬ 
sonal  attacks  and  from  hurling  slanderous 
abuse,  and  thus  avoid  injuring  one  an¬ 
other's  feelings,  and  after  election  have 
fewer  regrets  and  heartaches. 

Supplant  Rule  of  Force  by  Rule  of  Love 

If  the  world  would  be  at  peace  it  must 
supplant  the  rule  of  force  by  the  rule  of 
love.  The  scriptures  tell  us  that  in  the 
beginning  Satan  proffered  to  force  all  men 
into  subjestion  to  the  will  of  God.  By 
compulsion  he  would  save  every  person, 
and  for  so  doing  he  asked  that  the  honor 
and  the  glory  that  are  the  Lord's  should 
be  his. 

There  is  an  example  of  dictatorship 
supreme! 

In  contrast  to  this,  Christ’s  plan  was  to 
give  men  their  free  agency.  “To  every 
man,”  says  Joseph  Smith,  “is  given  an  in¬ 
herent  power  to  do  right  or  to  do  wrong. 
In  this  he  has  his  free  agency.  He  may 
choose  the  right  and  obtain  salvation,  or 
he  may  choose  evil  and  merit  abomina¬ 
tion;”  a  man  may  act  as  his  conscience 
dictates  so  long  as  he  does  not  infringe 
upon  the  rights  of  others.  That  is  the 
spirit  of  true  democracy,  and  all  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  Priesthood  should  be  actuated 
by  that  same  high  motive.  We  are  told: 

The  rights  of  the  Priesthood  are  insepar¬ 
ably  connected  with  the  powers  of  Heaven. 
No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be 
maintained  by  virtue  of  the  Priesthood, 
only  by  persuasion,  by  long-suffering,  by 
gentleness,  and  meekness,  and  by  love  un¬ 
feigned; 


Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then 
showing  forth  afterwards  an  increase  of 
love  toward  him  whom  thou  hast  reproved, 
lest  he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy. 

Where  Peace  is  Found 

Peace  is  not  found  in  selfishness,  but 
in  striving  to  help  make  the  world  better 
and  happier. 

“There  was  a  time  when  I  was  happy,” 
said  Browning's  Parcelsus. 

“When  was  that?”  asked  his  friend 
Festus. 

The  old  philosopher  answered:  “When, 
but  the  time  I  vowed  myself  to  man.” 

And  then  Festus  said:  “Great  God, 
thy  judgments  are  inscrutable.” 

Then  Parcelsus  continued: 

There  is  an  answer  to  the  passionate  long¬ 
ings  of  the  heart  for  fulness  and  I  knew  it, 
and  the  answer  is  this:  Live  in  all  things 
outside  yourself  by  love,  and  you  will 
have  joy.  That  is  the  life  of  God;  it  ought 
to  be  our  life.  In  him  it  is  accomplished 
and  perfect;  but  in  all  created  things  it  is 
a  lesson  learned  slowly  and  through  dif¬ 
ficulty. 

Perfect  Peace  Found  in  a  Testimony 
of  the  Gospel 

Finally,  the  perfect  peace  comes  to  the 
individual  who  has  a  testimony  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  That 
is  the  greatest  blessing,  brethren  and  sis¬ 
ters;  all  else  may  be  sacrificed  rather  than 
that.  If  you  would  have  it  then  follow 
the  words  of  the  Savior: 

He  that  will  do  the  will  of  my  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven  shall  know  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  whether  it  is  of  God,  or  whether  I 
speak  of  myself. 

How  different  the  peace  of  God  from 
that  of  the  world!  It  calms  the  passions, 
preserves  the  purity  of  conscience,  is  in¬ 
separable  from  righteousness,  unites  us  to 
God,  and  strengthens  us  against  temptation. 
The  peace  of  the  soul  consists  in  an  abso¬ 
lute  resignation  to  the  will  of  God. 

The  way  to  peace  for  individuals  and 
nations  is  to  have  “the  Kingdom  of  God 
within  you.” 

May  peace  come  to  each  of  us,  and  to 
the  whole  world,  I  humbly  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


President  Heber  J.  Grant — 82nd  Birthday 


President  Heber  f.  Grant  reaches  his  82;/^  birthday  on  the  22nd  day  of  this  November,  the  date 
of  this  issue  of  Liahona.  We  feel  that  we  express  the  sentiment  of  the  membership  of  the  great  Church 
over  which  he  so  efficiently  presides  in  saying  that  among  the  many  things  for  which  we  arc  thankful 
at  this  Thanksgiving  time,  we  arc  truly  thankful  for  such  a  leader  as  President  Grant  and  for  the 
continued  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  him. 

At  the  semi-annual  Sunday  School  Conference  in  the  Tabernacle,  October  9,  tributes  were  paid  to 
the  seven  presidents  of  the  Church.  We  are  here  presenting  to  readers  of  the  Liahona  the  tribute  to 
President  Grant,  offered  by  President  David  O.  McKay. 


HE  LEADERS  whose  characters  have  been  briefly  sketched  tonight  have 
been  recognized  by  the  Lord  because  they  possessed  faith  and  exemplified 
in  their  lives  noble  qualities.  As  one  possessing  in  rich  degree  these  funda¬ 
mental  virtues,  President  Heber  J.  Grant  occupies  a  merited  place  among 
the  truly  great. 

As  a  man  is  what  his  thoughts  make  him.  President  Grant  during 
the  formative  period  of  his  life  must  have  followed  Paul's  admonition  to 
be  honest,  to  be  just,  to  be  pure,  to  cherish  all  things  which  are  praiseworthy  or  of 
good  report,  for  today  these  virtues  bedeck  his  soul  as  jewels  in  a  diadem. 

The  most  brilliant,  the  most  outstanding  of  these  is  his  honesty.  In  expressing 
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and  maintaining  this  virtue  he  is  absolute¬ 
ly  unwavering  and  fearless.  No  gold  seven 
times  refined  is  purer  or  clearer  than 
President  Grant's  conscience  as  regards  his 
dealings  with  his  fellowmen  and  with  his 
God.  No  one  can  deliberate  with  him 
without  realizing  his  keen  sense  of  right 
and  justice.  Nor  is  his  fairness  limited 
to  prominent  personalities  or  to  organized 
powers  that  might  grant  him  favors.  The 
humblest,  most  obscure  person  will  receive 
from  President  Grant  just  as  fair  treat¬ 
ment  as  the  man  of  greatest  prominence. 
Yes,  more  so,  for  shining  with  equal  bril¬ 
liancy  to  honesty  are  the  kindred  virtues, 
sympathy  and  generosity.  In  the  heart 
of  our  President  sympathy  for  the  un¬ 
fortunate  and  distressed  drives  him  with 
impelling  force  to  give  help  and  succor 
wherever  needed.  No  mind  is  more  eager 
to  bless,  no  heart  more  tender,  no  hand 
more  generous  than  the  head,  heart,  and 
hand  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant. 

Fore-Ordained  and  Divinely .  Chosen 

No  one  who  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  life  and  character  of  our  President  can 
doubt  that  as  Jeremiah  of  old,  he  was 
divinely  chosen  to  perform  a  special  mis¬ 
sion  among  the  children  of  men.  God 
in  mere  caprice  does  not  give  to  one  child 
noble  parents  and  to  another  ignoble  ones. 
Spirits  come  through  the  lineage  for  which 
they  have  prepared  themselves  in  their  pre¬ 
existent  state. 

President  Grant  had  noble  parents — 
his  father,  Jedediah  M.  Grant,  was  the 
second  counselor  to  President  Brigham 
Young  in  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church;  and  to  his  mother  Colonel  Alex¬ 
ander  G.  Hawes  pays  this  tribute: 

If  the  God  of  nature  ever  did  stamp 
peace,  nobility,  and  serenity  upon  any 
human  countenance.  He  did  upon  the  face 
of  dear  “Aunt  Rachel/' 

This  serene,  noble  woman  was  left  a 
widow  when  her  only  son  Heber  was  one 
week  old!  For  thirty  years  this  mother 
was  president  of  the  13th  Ward  Relief 
Society.  One  day  members  of  this  group 
were  meeting  in  William  C.  Staine's  home 
on  the  corner  of  South  Temple  and  Fifth 
East  Streets,  Salt  Lake  City.  Each  sis¬ 
ter  received  a  blessing  through  the  Gift  of 
Tongues  by  Eliza  R.  Snow;  and  so  did 
the  little  child  that  had  been  playing  on 
the  floor.  The  boy  understood  only  one 


thing — that  he  would  grow  to  be  a  big 
man,  but  his  mother  like  Mary  cherished 
that  blessing  in  her  heart  and  not  infre¬ 
quently  following  that  occasion  would 
say  admonishingly :  “Heber,  behave  your¬ 
self,  and  some  day  you  will  be  an  Apostle 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Another  time,  Heber  C.  Kimball  took 
the  child  in  his  arms,  and  placing  him 
on  the  table,  prophesied  that  he  would 
live  to  be  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord. 

These  instances  and  others  that  might 
be  quoted  indicate  clearly  that  President 
Grant  was  chosen  to  be  a  leader  in  Israel. 

Promise  Fulfilled 

The  following  revelation  given  to  Pres. 
John  Taylor  was  the  fulfillment  of  these 
prophecies: 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  to  the  Twelve,  and 
to  the  priesthood  and  people  of  my  Church: 
Let  my  servants  George  Teasdale  and  Heber 
J.  Grant  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  Twelve,  that  you  may  be  fully  or¬ 
ganized  and  prepared  for  the  labors  de¬ 
volving  upon  you,  for  you  have  a  great 
work  to  perform,-  and  then  proceed  to  fill 
up  the  presiding  quorum  of  Seventies,  and 
assist  in  organizing  that  body  of  my  priest¬ 
hood  who  are  your  co-laborers  in  the  min¬ 
istry.  .  .  . 

In  the  last  message  that  President  Joseph 
F.  Smith  gave  to  any  man,  he  bore  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  fact  of  President  Grant's 
divine  call  as  follows: 

The  Lord  bless  you,  my  boy,  the  Lord 
bless  you,-  you  have  a  great  responsibility. 
Always  remember  that  this  is  the  Lord's 
work,  and  not  man's.  The  Lord  is  greater 
than  any  man.  He  knows  whom  He  wants 
to  lead  His  Church,  and  never  makes  any 
mistake.  The  Lord  bless  you. 

Blessings  Obtained  Through  Merit 

But  a  man  may  be  fore-ordained  for  a 
certain  work  and  not  perform  it;  he  may 
be  chosen  for  a  certain  position,  and  not 
attain  it.  Fore-ordination  is  not  pre¬ 
destination.  The  latter  takes  from  man 
his  freedom  of  choice,  the  former  leaves 
operative  the  great  principle  of  free  agency. 

Heredity  and  environment  have  done 
much  in  moulding  the  character  of  the 
great  man  who  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
Church  today;  but  his  own  individual 
effort  has  been  the  greatest  contributing 
factor.  On  more  than  one  occasion  he 
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has  stood  at  the  cross-roads  when  an  un¬ 
wise  choice  would  have  led  him  into  new 
fields  of  endeavor,  but  his  nigh  sense  of 
honor  kept  him  on  his  destined  course. 

Consideration  of  Others 

For  example,  on  one  occasion  when  he 
was  about  15  years  of  age  he  was  offered 
an  appointment  to  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis.  This  unexpected  prospect  of 
getting  a  university  education  filled  his 
heart  with  unspeakable  joy.  He  hurried 
home  ‘'treading  on  air,”  and  announced 
the  good  news  with  joyful  heart  to  his 
mother.  He  was  “so  thrilled  that  he 
could  not  sleep  for  several  hours”  after 
he  retired  that  night,  and  awoke  the  next 
morning  happy  beyond  expression,  “but,” 
he  writes, 

When  I  met  my  mother  and  glanced  to 
her  face,  and  I  saw  she  had  been  weeping, 
it  flashed  across  my  mind  what  it  meant 
to  her  for  me  to  go  to  the  Naval  Academy, 
and  to  spend  my  whole  life  if  I  remained 
in  the  navy  away  from  home.  Being  an 
only  child,  her  life  indeed  would  be  a 
lonely  one.  I  made  some  remark  about 
what  a  splendid  thing  it  was  to  secure  the 
opportunity  of  an  education,  and  Mother 
said:  "Yes,  we  ought  to  be  very  grateful." 
I  then  kissed  her  and  said:  "Mother,  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  decline  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  Nothing  would  induce  me  to  accept 
it  as  it  would  be  practically  our  separation 
for  life."  She  commenced  weeping  and 
said  she  had  not  slept  during  the  night/ 
that  she  had  been  praying  that  I  would 
voluntarily  decline  the  appointment.  She 
did  not  have  the  heart  to  suggest  to  me 
the  giving  up  of  this  opportunity  which 
meant  the  securing  of  a  university  educa¬ 
tion  which  I  so  much  desired. 

This  incident  illustrates  another  dom¬ 
inant  trait  in  President  Grant's  life — his 
willingness  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 
good  of  others. 

His  responsiveness  to  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  his  brethren  is  another  out¬ 
standing  virtue.  Once  he  was  greatly 
complimented  by  an  offer  from  the  polit¬ 
ical  party  to  which  he  belonged  to  nom¬ 
inate  him  as  the  first  governor  of  the 
State  of  Utah.  Naturally,  he  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  honor  thus  bestowed 
upon  him,  and  his  own  desires  prompted 
him  to  accept.  However,  when  he  learned 
from  President  Woodruff  that  the  latter 


would  prefer  him  not  to  accept  it,  imme¬ 
diately  and  unhesitatingly  he  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  his  political  associates  not  to 
present  his  name  before  the  convention. 

Throughout  his  life  he  has  demon¬ 
strated  the  truth  of  the  saying: 

Obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to 
hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams. 

Clear  in  thought,  positive  in  expression, 
dynamic  in  action,  uncompromising  with 
evil,  sympathetic  with  the  unfortunate, 
generous  to  perfection,  persevering  in  ac¬ 
complishment,  faithful  as  life  to  every 
trust,  tender  to  loved  ones,  loyal  to 
friends,  to  Truth,  and  to  God — such  is 
our  honored  and  beloved  President  Hebcr 
J.  Grant. 


THANKSGIVING  THOUGHTS 

How  thankful  I  am  that  my  parents  in  youth 
Had  the  courage  and  faith  to  accept  of  the 
truth, 

And  leave  their  dear  relatives  and  their 
kind  friends 

And  all  that  the  land  of  one's  birth  compre¬ 
hends, 

For  love  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as  restored, 
By  heavenly  messengers  sent  by  the  Lord. 

How  thankful  I  am  that  I  have  not  a  doubt 
That  the  Gospel  of  Christ  will  put  falsehood 
to  rout/ 

That  truth  in  the  end  will  prevail  over 
wrong, 

And  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  grow  mighty 
and  strong. 

The  truth  as  restored  will  illumine  the  world 
And  error  and  falsehood  to  hades  be  hurled. 

How  thankful  I  feel  for  the  loved  ones  who 
share, 

The  trials  and  sorrows  we  mortals  all  bear. 
For  friends  who  are  true,  whom  you  cer¬ 
tainly  know 

Are  not  feigning  friendship  for  profit  or 
show,- 

Whose  grasp  of  the  hand  gives  a  thrill  of 
delight 

Conveying  assurance  their  hearts  are  just 
right. 

How  thankful  I  am  for  our  nation  so  grand! 
Eclipsing  all  others  of  every  land  / 

With  leaders  devoted  to  Columbia's  cause, 
Maintaining  its  prestige,  upholding  its  laws , 
Extending  to  all  without  favor  or  fear 
Strict  justice  to  every  American,  dear. 

-W.  G.  REESE. 
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has  stood  at  the  cross-roads  when  an  un¬ 
wise  choice  would  have  led  him  into  new 
fields  of  endeavor,  but  his  nigh  sense  of 
honor  kept  him  on  his  destined  course. 

Consideration  of  Others 

For  example,  on  one  occasion  when  he 
was  about  15  years  of  age  he  was  offered 
an  appointment  to  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis.  This  unexpected  prospect  of 
getting  a  university  education  filled  his 
heart  with  unspeakable  joy.  He  hurried 
home  “treading  on  air,”  and  announced 
the  good  news  with  joyful  heart  to  his 
mother.  He  was  “so  thrilled  that  he 
could  not  sleep  for  several  hours”  after 
he  retired  that  night,  and  awoke  the  next 
morning  happy  beyond  expression,  “but,” 
he  writes, 

When  I  me!  my  mother  and  glanced  to 
her  face,  and  I  saw  she  had  been  weeping, 
it  flashed  across  my  mind  what  it  meant 
to  her  for  me  to  go  to  the  Naval  Academy, 
and  to  spend  my  whole  life  if  I  remained 
in  the  navy  away  from  home.  Being  an 
only  child,  her  life  indeed  would  be  a 
lonely  one.  I  made  some  remark  about 
what  a  splendid  thing  it  was  to  secure  the 
opportunity  of  an  education,  and  Mother 
said:  “Yes,  we  ought  to  be  very  grateful." 
I  then  kissed  her  and  said:  “Mother,  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  decline  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  Nothing  would  induce  me  to  accept 
it  as  it  would  be  practically  our  separation 
for  life."  She  commenced  weeping  and 
said  she  had  not  slept  during  the  night/ 
that  she  had  been  praying  that  I  would 
voluntarily  decline  the  appointment.  She 
did  not  have  the  heart  to  suggest  to  me 
the  giving  up  of  this  opportunity  which 
meant  the  securing  of  a  university  educa¬ 
tion  which  I  so  much  desired. 

This  incident  illustrates  another  dom¬ 
inant  trait  in  President  Grant's  life — his 
willingness  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 
good  of  others. 

His  responsiveness  to  the  advice  and 
counsel  of  his  brethren  is  another  out¬ 
standing  virtue.  Once  he  was  greatly 
complimented  by  an  offer  from  the  polit¬ 
ical  party  to  which  he  belonged  to  nom¬ 
inate  him  as  the  first  governor  of  the 
State  of  Utah.  Naturally,  he  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  honor  thus  bestowed 
upon  him,  and  his  own  desires  prompted 
him  to  accept.  However,  when  he  learned 
from  President  Woodruff  that  the  latter 


would  prefer  him  not  to  accept  it,  imme¬ 
diately  and  unhesitatingly  he  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  his  political  associates  not  to 
present  his  name  before  the  convention. 

Throughout  his  life  he  has  demon¬ 
strated  the  truth  of  the  saying: 

Obedience  is  belter  than  sacrifice,  and  to 
hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams. 

Clear  in  thought,  positive  in  expression, 
dynamic  in  action,  uncompromising  with 
evil,  sympathetic  with  the  unfortunate, 
generous  to  perfection,  persevering  in  ac¬ 
complishment,  faithful  as  life  to  every 
trust,  tender  to  loved  ones,  loyal  to 
friends,  to  Truth,  and  to  God — such  is 
our  honored  and  beloved  President  Heber 
J.  Grant. 


THANKSGIVING  THOUGHTS 

How  thankful  I  am  that  my  parents  in  youth 
Had  the  courage  and  faith  to  accept  of  the 
truth, 

And  leave  their  dear  relatives  and  their 
kind  friends 

And  all  that  the  land  of  one's  birth  compre¬ 
hends, 

For  love  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  as  restored, 
By  heavenly  messengers  sent  by  the  Lord. 

How  thankful  I  am  that  I  have  not  a  doubt 
That  the  Gospel  of  Christ  will  put  falsehood 
to  rout/ 

That  truth  in  the  end  will  prevail  over 
wrong, 

And  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  grow  mighty 
and  strong. 

The  truth  as  restored  will  illumine  the  world 
And  error  and  falsehood  to  hades  be  hurled. 

How  thankful  I  feel  for  the  loved  ones  who 
share, 

The  trials  and  sorrows  we  mortals  all  bear. 
For  friends  who  are  true,  whom  you  cer¬ 
tainly  know 

Are  not  feigning  friendship  for  profit  or 
show; 

Whose  grasp  of  the  hand  gives  a  thrill  of 
delight 

Conveying  assurance  their  hearts  are  just 
right. 

How  thankful  I  am  for  our  nation  so  grand! 
Eclipsing  all  others  of  every  land  / 

With  leaders  devoted  to  Columbia's  cause, 
Maintaining  its  prestige,  upholding  its  laws/ 
Extending  to  all  without  favor  or  fear 
Strict  justice  to  every  American,  dear. 

-W.  G.  REESE. 
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Thanksgiving 


WE  ARE  GLAD  that  one  day  of 
each  year  is  set  apart  as  a  day  of 
thanksgiving  to  the  Great  Giver 
of  all  good.  Not  that  this  is  the  only 
day  on  which  we  should  be  thankful,  any 
more  than  that  Sunday  is  the  only  day 
of  the  week  in  which  to  practice  religion. 
Not  on  one  day  only  in  the  year  should 
we  feel  a  devotion  to  mother  or  father 
and  not  only  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
should  we  sense  in  our  souls  the  surge  of 
patriotic  spirit.  But  these  days  are  set 
apart  for  special  emphasis — to  prompt  ex¬ 
pressions  and  deepen  impressions  of  the 
finer  qualities  of  human  sentiment. 

With  thanksgiving  every  day  and  all 
the  day  long,  our  hearts  should  beet  in 
rhythmic  accord  with  Him  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  all  we  have  and  are;  but 
on  this  special  day  hallowed  by  tradition 
and  designated  by  state  and  national 
proclamation,  there  is  a  rousing  of  mass 
consciousness  of  life's  benefactions. 

For  what  shall  we  be  thankful?  For 
life  itself,  for  the  marvelous  bodies  in 
which  we  live — bodies  so  complex  and 
intricate  in  construction  and  so  perfect  in 
function  as  to  evoke  the  admiration  and 
astonishment  of  the  thinking  student;  for 
the  very  air  we  breathe,  the  food  we  eat 
and  the  sunshine  that  warms  and  makes 
beautiful  all  things  about  us.  As  to  physi¬ 
cal  comforts  and  worldly  luxuries,  we  do 
not  all  fare  alike.  Perhaps  it  is  our  fault 
that  we  do  not  have  more.  Perhaps  we 
have  not  taken  adavantage  of  all  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  the  past  and  applied  in  full 
measure  the  powers  and  intelligence  with 
which  we  were  endowed.  If  we  have 
done  our  full  part  in  the  copartnership 
of  God  and  man,  then  it  may  be  that  for 
some  reason  unknown  to  us  we  are  much 
better  off  without  the  things  we  do  not 
have. 


It  is  humanly  hard  for  us  to  feel  thank¬ 
ful  for  adversity,  but  what  appears  to  us 
to  be  adversity  may  not  always  be  such. 
Sometimes  the  richest  blessings  come  to  us 
cloaked  in  sorrow.  Some  there  are  who 
center  their  efforts  and  ambition  upon 
the  gaining  of  the  sweets  of  mortal  life 
only  to  see  those  sweets  react  as  charac¬ 
ter  poison  in  their  lives  and  the  lives  of 
their  families. 

It  is  a  human  tendency  to  want  most 
the  things  that  promise  present  enjoyment. 
For  a  mess  of  pottage  with  which  to  ap¬ 
pease  a  present  hunger,  Esau  exchanged 
the  birthright  with  all  its  far  reaching  ad¬ 
vantages  to  self  and  posterity. 

To  Adam  and  Eve  no  doubt  the  loss 
of  the  paradise  of  Eden  at  first  seemed  a 
lamentable  tragedy.  But  as  their  vision 
broadened  their  hearts  were  made  glad 
and  they  praised  the  Lord  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  immeasurable  blessings  that 
would  come  to  them  and  their  descendants 
as  product  of  present  conditions  hard  to 
bear. 

It  was  by  the  agony  of  Gethsemane  and 
the  sacrifice  of  Calvary  that  Jesus  became 
King  of  the  earth  and  the  Savior  of  men. 

The  abhorrent  and  shameful  persecu¬ 
tion  now  being  waged  against  the  Jews 
by  heartless  and  ungodly  rulers  of  men 
may  be  a  necessary  preliminary  in  the  di¬ 
vine  program  of  gathering  and  nation¬ 
alizing  this  part  of  the  great  house  of 
Israel. 

The  bitter  cup  held  to  the  lips  of  the 
Saints  in  Missouri  and  Illinois  a  hundred 
years  ago  has  turned  to  nectar — the  trage¬ 
dies  then  endured  were  the  seeds  of  a 
great  commonwealth  that  is  destined  to 
fill  the  earth  and  make  it  glad. 

If  we  all  could  but  trust  the  word  of 
the  Master  and  live  by  His  advice,  then  all 
hearts  would  well  over  with  joy  and 
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thanksgiving.  He  urged  that  men  seek 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God.  If  that  were 
made  our  primary  goal — the  objective  of 
our  greatest  ambition,  then  there  is  no 
doubt  of  the  fulfilment  of  His  promise 
that  all  else  of  value  would  be  added. 

The  great  thing  for  which  we  might 
well  be  thankful  is  that  all  who  properly 
seek  the  Kingdom  of  God  may  find  it — 
none  need  fail  and  none  shall  be  denied. 
The  Lord  has  said  “Take  my  yoke  upon 
you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  of  heart;  and  ye  shall  find  rest  to 
your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and 
my  burden  is  light.”  From  a  worldly 
view  point  we  should  not  expect  to  find 
in  a  yoke  and  a  burden  the  cause  for 
thanksgiving;  but  those  offered  by  Jesus, 
if  assumed  in  the  spirit  with  which  He 


bore  them,  do  bring  unspeakable  joy  and 
enduring  peace. 

Since  Thanksgiving  of  last  year  the 
world  has  stood  in  very  delicate  poise  on 
the  precipice,  looking  down  into  the  abyss 
of  chaos  and  destruction.  The  leap  may 
be  yet  a  part  of  world  history — but  one 
of  the  things  for  which  all  hearts  should 
respond  in  thanksgiving  is  that  for  a  time, 
the  catastrophy  was  averted. 

For  what  should  we  be  thankful?  For 
so  many  things  that  we  cannot  name 
them;  but  all,  no  matter  what  their  place 
or  part  in  life,  who  will  pause  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  “count  their  many  blessings” 
will  “be  surprised  what  the  Lord  has 
done.”  They  will  find  also  that  the  very 
spirit  of  thanksgiving  sweetens  and  mag¬ 
nifies  whatever  they  may  have.  E.  L.  M. 


Count  Your  Blessings 


When  upon  life's  billows  you  are  tempest  tossed, 
When  you  are  discouraged,  thinking  all  is  lost, 

Count  your  many  blessings,  name  them  one  by  one, 
And  it  will  surprise  you,  what  the  Lord  hath. 

Are  you  ever  burdened  with  a  load  of  care? 

Does  the  cross  seem  heavy  you  are  called  to  bear? 
Count  your  many  blessings,  every  doubt  will  fly, 

And  you  will  be  singing  as  the  days  go  by. 

When  you  look  at  others  with  their  lands  and  gold, 
Think  that  Christ  has  promised  you  His  wealth  untold; 
Count  your  many  blessings,  money  cannot  buy 
Your  reward  in  heaven,  nor  your  home  on  high. 

So,  amid  the  conflict,  whether  great  or  small, 

Do  not  be  discouraged,  God  is  over  all; 

Count  your  many  blessings,  angels  will  attend, 

Help  and  comfort  give  you  to  your  journey's  end. 

— Rev.  J.  Oat  man,  Jr. 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good,  durable,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed — sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada,  express  or  postage  paid,  for  $2.00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  twelve  (12)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewal. 
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DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS'  CONVENTION 

On  October  26,  27  and  28,  the  District  Presidents 
of  the  Southern  States  Mission  met  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
for  an  executive  convention.  The  program  ran  as 
follows: 

General  Theme:  "The  Church  as  a  Missionary" 

A.  Mission  Organizations  as  Missionaries: 

1.  "The  Priesthood  as  a  Missionary" -Elder  Owen 
W.  Poulson,  Priesthood  Supervisor. 

2.  "The  Local  Missionary  Work  as  a  Soul  Win¬ 
ner" -Elder  Owen  W.  Poulson,  Supervisor. 

3.  "The  Work  of  the  Relief  Society" -Sister  Mary 
T.  Clayson,  Relief  Society  President. 

4.  "The  M.  I.  A.  as  a  Missionary"  -  Sister  Ruth 
Merrell,  Y.  L.  M.  I.  A.  Supervisor. 

5.  "How  the  Primary  Can  be  a  Missionary"  — 
Sister  Marjorie  Guymon,  Primary  Supervisor. 

6.  "The  Sunday  School  as  a  Proselyting  Agency" 
—  Elder  L.  Kay  Guymon,  Sunday  School  Su¬ 
pervisor. 

7.  "The  Building  of  Genealogical  Organizations 
in  the  Mission" —  Elder  Weldon  B.  Cragun, 
Genealogy  Supervisor. 

8.  "Cooperating  with  the  Mission  Secretary" - 
Elder  L.  Kay  Guymon,  Mission  Secretary. 

9.  "Branch  and  District  Finances" -Elder  Owen 
W.  Poulson,  Mission  Treasurer. 

10.  "Records  and  Commissary  Tips"  — Elder  Weldon 

B.  Cragun,  Mission  Recorder  and  Commissarian. 

B.  The  Missionaries  as  Soul  Winners: 

1.  "The  Personnel  Problem"  -  Pres.  Benj.  W.  Wil- 
kerson,  Mississippi  District. 

2.  "The  Value  and  Consistency  in  Following  the 
Daily  Program  in  Gaining  Converts"  —  Pres. 
Lynn  C.  Markham,  Florida  District. 

3.  "Standards  in  Missionary  Record  Keeping" - 
Pres.  Homer  Satterfield,  North  Alabama  Dist. 

4.  "Demonstration  of  a  Morning  Scripture  Class 
for  Two"  — Pres.  Harold  E.  Nelson,  Georgia 
District. 

5.  "Demonstration  on  How  to  Tract  with  the 
Book  of  Mormon" —  Pres.  Ferris  Johnson,  South 
Georgia  District. 

6.  "The  Book  of  Mormon  as  a  Missionary" - 
Pres.  Darrell  A.  Wilson,  West  Florida  District. 

7.  "Successful  Tracting  Approaches"  — Pres.  Sel- 
don  S.  Bridges,  South  Carolina  District. 

8.  "A  15-Minute  Interview  on  the  Radio"  — Pres. 
F.  Wayne  Bell,  Alabama  District. 

9.  "Perfecting  the  Follow-up  System  for  In¬ 
vestigators" —Pres.  Kermit  Redd,  West  South 
Carolina  District. 

10.  "A  Demonstration  of  an  Ideal  Cottage  Meet¬ 
ing  in  Gaining  Converts" —  Pres.  James  A. 
Hunter,  North  Mississippi  District. 


11.  "The  District  President's  Responsibilities"  — 
Mission  President  Merrill  D.  Clayson. 

C.  Miscellaneous  Problems: 

A  discussion  was  led  by  President  Clayson  on  40 
topics. 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT: -F.  Wayne  Bell,  President. 

"Behold,  I  sent  you  to  testify  and  warn  the  people," 
said  the  Lord  in  the  Doc.  8c  Cov.  88:81.  The  accomp¬ 
lishment  of  this  duty  enjoined  upon  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  is  the 
aim  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Alabama  District.  We 
often  ask  ourselves,  "Before  how  many  people  are  we 
presenting  the  Gospel  so  that  it  might  serve  as  a 
warning  and  a  testimony."  We  find  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  the  story  of  the  restoration,  are  the 
most  effective  in  accomplishing  our  purpose. 

Elder  Wm.  Melvin  Packer,  recently  transferred  from 
the  Florida  District  showed  us  what  can  be  done  in 
lending  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  In  one  day 
he  distributed  eight  copies.  Elder  Augustus  Twitchell 
who  is  laboring  with  Elder  Packer  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  is  doing  a  find  work  with  the  young 
people  in  the  M.  I.  A.  organizations. 

Sisters  Ruby  Pate  and  Emma  Reeve  were  having 
some  difficulty  with  a  Primary  in  Montgomery.  When 
things  seemed  hopeless  and  they  were  about  to  give 
up,  they  decided  to  continue  and  work  even  harder. 
As  a  result  they  are  again  gaining  ground. 

One  good  lady  said  at  the  close  of  a  cottage  meet¬ 
ing  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  "I  do  so  enjoy  hearing  you  mis¬ 
sionaries  talk.  It  seems  every  time  you  come  to  my 
house  and  leave  your  message  I  understand  things 
better  than  ever  before,  though  I've  attended  Church 
all  my  life."  The  missionaries  of  Mobile  have  many 
such  meetings  and  are  accomplishing  much  there. 
Sisters  Ruth  Padgett  and  Sarah  Smith  report  that  their 
time  is  well  taken  up  with  appointments  and  meeting 
with  live,  interested  investigators. 

Because  of  favorable  weather  conditions  and  the 
need  of  placing  the  Home  Sunday  Service  in  the 
homes  of  our  isolated  Saints,  Elders  Newell  H.  Crook 
and  J.  Max  Griffiths  are  driving  forward  to  a  com¬ 
pletion  of  their  country  work. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  held  two  union 
meetings  in  this  district.  These  meetings  are  aiding 
the  Saints  to  obtain  a  broader  insight  to  their  work 
and  are  the  means  of  making  them  conscious  of  their 
responsibility. 

FLORIDA  DISTRICT: -Lynn  C.  Markham,  President. 

As  we  sing  the  song,  "Zion  is  Growing,"  it  brings 
to  our  minds  how  the  Lord  has  truly  blessed  us  in 
this  part  of  his  vineyard.  During  the  past  few  months 
the  Saints  have  fully  realized  the  power  in  organiza¬ 
tion  and  cooperation  with  one  another.  Through  the 
help  of  the  Lord  and  cooperation  of  the  Saints  and 
missionaries,  branches  have  been  organized  in  South 
Bay,  Daytona  Beach  and  West  Palm  Beach.  Regular 
Sunday  Schools  have  been  organized  in  Lake  City, 
Cedar  Keys,  Titusville,  Wanchula,  Fort  Pierce  and 
Auburndale.  We  pray  that  the  work  will  continue 
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lo  progress  in  Ihese  cities  and  that  the  same  spirit 
will  unite  the  scattered  Saints  wherever  they  might  be. 
There  has  also  been  a  steady  growth  in  converts 
throughout. 

On  October  28  Pres.  Clayson  saw  fit  to  divide  the 
Florida  District.  President  Lynn  C.  Markham  was 
transferred  lo  the  southern  end  of  the  original  dis¬ 
trict  as  president  of  the  South  Florida  District,  while 
Elder  Karl  G.  Burdett  was  appointed  president  of  the- 
northern  portion  known  as  the  Florida  District.  Union 
meetings  have  been  held  in  each  section  already 
and  are  well  organized  with  local  people. 

Recently  the  cities  of  Ft.  Pierce  and  West  Palm  Beach 
were  opened  to  missionary  work.  Elders  Wm.  F. 
Gygi  and  Zachariah  Butterfield  were  welcomed  into 
Ft.  Pierce  and  are  making  favorable  strides  in  promul¬ 
gating  the  Gospel.  Elders  Adams  and  Nielsen  were 


ing  in  the  doorway.  This  was  the  first  conference 
of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  this  district. 

Several  impressive  baptismal  services  have  been 
held  recently  and  fifteen  souls  have  been  brought 
into  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  extend  our  con¬ 
gratulations  and  a  hearty  welcome  to  these  fine 
people.  Through  their  sincere  study,  faith  and 
prayers  they  have  found  the  path  that  will  lead  them 
past  the  by-ways,  in  which  men  often  lose  themselves. 

Our  Father  in  Heaven  is  ever  mindful  of  his  ser¬ 
vants  here  upon  the  earth  and  we  are  grateful  for  the 
protection  given  us.  Elder  Wilson  writes  of  an  ex¬ 
perience  in  which  he  had  been  out  on  the  road  all 
day  and  at  sundown  still  had  some  70  miles  to 
travel.  Almost  immediately  after  praying  for  a  ride 
with  someone  to  whom  he  might  explain  the  Gospel, 
a  car  came  along  and  he  was  invited  to  ride.  When 
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forbidden  to  tract  from  house  to  house  in  West  Palm 
Beach  but  are  busy  going  from  friend  to  friend.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Brother  E.  W.  Erickson  the  35  Saints 
of  West  Palm  Beach  have  been  organized  into  a  splen¬ 
did  branch  in  less  than  two  months. 

The  seventeen  missionaries  bear  testimony  of  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord  in  their  behalf.  We  send  greet¬ 
ings  to  all.  Our  hearts  are  filled  with  gratitude 
and  thanksgiving  for  the  many  blessings  and  privileges 
that  come  through  service  in  the  spreading  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT Darrell  A.  Wilson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Sister  Neva  Mae  Davis  and 
Brother  Charlie  Baggette,  the  West  Florida  District 
M.  I.  A.  Supervisors,  progress  is  continually  being 
made  in  this  great  organization  here  in  West  Florida. 
Through  their  initiative  and  careful  planning,  a  very 
successful  district  M.  I.  A.  conference  was  held  in  the 
Olive  Branch,  on  Sunday,  October  30th.  The  chapel 
was  filled  to  capacity  and  there  were  many  stand- 


he  got  in  and  introduced  himself  as  a  "Mormon" 
missionary,  the  man  driving  the  car  said  that  he  had 
never  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  any  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  "Mormon"  Church  and  then  said, 
"Tell  me  all  about  it."  Elder  Wilson  then  had  the 
privilege  of  explaining  the  Gospel  all  the  way  to  his 
destination.  This  man  invited  him  to  come  to  his 
home  and  stay  with  him  sometime  and  said  that  what 
his  city  needed  was  men  who  could  preach  such  doc¬ 
trines  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  "Mormon"  Church. 

GEORGIA  DISTRICT :  -  Harold  E.  Nelson,  President. 

"Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  seeing 
your  good  works  might  glorify  your  Father  which  is 
in  Heaven." 

While  trading  one  day  Elders  Lee  Caldwell  and 
W.  Max  Carter  contacted  a  man  and  his  wife  who  had 
traveled  out  in  the  west.  When  they  learned  who 
the  Elders  were  they  immediately  invited  them  in  and 
began  to  ask  questions  about  Utah  and  the  Mormons. 
Even  though  they  had  only  spent  one  day  in  Salt 
Lake  City  they  had  been  so  favorably  impressed  by 
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ihe  people  and  conditions  there  that  they  wanted  to 
know  more  about  the  Church.  The  lady  stated  that 
she  would  not  be  satisfied  until  she  knew  the  entire 
history  of  our  people,  especially  the  trek  across  the* 
plains  and  the  building  up  of  the  west.  Because  the 
beautiful  teachings  and  principles  of  the  Gospel  are 
made  manifest  in  the  lives  of  all  faithful  Latter-day 
Saints  many  are  becoming  interested  in  the  message 
we  bear. 

Elders  M.  Dover  Hunt  and  Ray  L.  Jones  report  the 
following:  "Last  Thursday  we  were  called  to  the 

home  of  Brother  Reynolds  to  administer  to  his  boy 
who  was  critically  ill.  When  we  arrived  the  boy 
had  been  ordered  to  the  hospital  where  he  was  just 
given  temporary  relief  because  the  doctors  did  not 
know  what  was  wrong  with  him.  Five  doctors  gave 
him  up  and  said  he  would  not  last  two  hours.  Realiz¬ 
ing  that  some  Higher  Power  was  needed,  we  were 
asked  to  administer  again  to  the  boy.  In  the  blessing 
the  promise  was  made  that  he  would  get  well  again. 
Within  a  week  he  returned  to  his  home.  One  of  the 
nurses  who  witnessed  his  speedy  recovery  has  been 
telling  her  friends  all  about  us.  In  our  trading  we 
have  met  many  of  these  people  and  their  homes  have 
been  opened  to  us." 

Due  to  ihe  diligent  efforts  of  the  missionaries  of 
this  district  nine  people  have  recently  gone  down  into 
ihe  waters  of  baptism.  Thus  entering  by  the  door 
into  the  sheepfold  of  Christ.  We  welcome  them  and 
wish  them  God's  choicest  blessings. 

MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT  :-Benj.  W.  Wilkerson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We  missionaries  of  the  Mississippi  District  rejoice  in 
the  work  we  are  in  because  we  know  it  is  of  God 
and  not  of*  man.  We  want  to  present  this  plan  of  life 
and  salvation  to  all  those  who  will  listen.  We  rejoice 
with  Sister  Gill  of  McNeill,  Miss.,  Who  has  accepted 
the  plan  and  on  September  2,  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Horace  E.  Smith.  May  the  Lord  keep  her  in  the 
straight  and  narrow  way. 

So  far  this  year  our  district  is  leading  the  Mission 
in  increase  of  baptisms  as  well  as  having  led  in  Sep¬ 
tember  in  copies  of  Book  of  Mormon  distributed. 

Elders  Delbert  D.  Callisler  and  Earl  Starling  report 
the  following  incidents  in  Meridian,  Miss.:  "The 
tracting  system  we  have  been  using  is  to  start  out 
with  the  Rays  of  Living  Light  Number  One  and  go 
on  to  Twelve.  One  day  as  we  were  making  the 
rounds  one  lady  asked  'Have  you  another  of  those 
little  tracts  for  me?  They  are  certainly  the  teachings 
of  Christ.'  When  he  told  her  about  the  Book  of 
Mormon  she  was  as  eager  for  it  as  she  had  been 
for  the  tracts.  We  loaned  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  to  a  man  who  had  been  asked  to  be  a  deacon 
in  his  church  but  was  denied  the  office  when  he  said 
he  didn't  believe  in  infant  baptism.  On  our  third 
visit  he  said  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  certaintly  the 
word  of  God." 

A  rather  aged  Saint  who  lives  in  the  country  told 
Elders  Harvey  and  Smith  that  although  she  could  not 
read  and  her  husband  railed  on  her  because  of  her 
belief,  she  would  never  deny  her  testimony  of  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  because  she  had  obtained 
it  through  prayer.  God  has  shown  her  the  way  and 
man  can  not  turn  her  from  it. 

We  thank  the  Lord  for  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  missionaries  here  and  for  the  success  they 
are  having. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

Bernice  Hale,  from  Marianna,  Fla.,  to  W.  Florida  Dist. 
Zachariah  Butterfield,  from  Riverton,  Utah,  to  Florida. 
Lee  Preston,  from  Bedford,  Wyo.,  to  N.  Alabama  Dist. 
Austin  Erickson,  from  Spring  City,  Utah,  to  W.  So.  Car. 
Calvin  S.  Merrill,  from  Safford,  Ariz.,  to  Florida  Dist. 
Howard  C.  Tate,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  W.  So.  Car. 
Joseph  Max  Griffiths,  from  Bend,  Ore.,  to  Alabama. 
Glen  Dean  Webb,  from  Tabiona,  Utah,  to  Alabama. 


APPOINTMENTS 

F.  Wayne  Bell -President  of  Alabama  District. 

Karl  G.  Burdett- President  of  Florida  District. 

Lynn  C.  Markham -President  of  South  Florida  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Leone  Christenson,  from  Mission  Office  to  N.  Alabama. 
Lynn  C.  Markham,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  District. 
William  F.  Gygi,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  District. 
Zachariah  Butterfield,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  Dist. 
Oleen  E.  Adams,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  District. 
Ferron  Neilson,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  District. 
E.  Lowell  Shepherd,  from  Florida  to  S.  Florida  Dist. 
Samuel  Eccles,  from  Florida  to  South  Florida  District. 

L.  KAY  GUYMON,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

The  Gospel,  to  me,  with  each  passing  week,  becomes 
sweeter  and  more  and  more  precious,  and  it  is  no 
doubt  so  with  all  the  other  missionaries  of  this  dis¬ 
trict.  We  are  trying  to  instill  in  the  hearts  of  others 
throughout  the  world  this  same  feeling. 

During  the  past  month  there  have  been  eleven 
baptisms  in  our  district  and  seven  of  them  were 
converts.  We  heartily  welcome  them  into  the  Church. 

On  September  25,  we  held  conference  in  Great 
Falls  with  President  Preston  Nibley,  in  attendance. 
About  five  hundred  persons  gathered  to  hear  the 
words  of  wisdom  and  advice.  On  October  15th, 
President  Nelson,  Elder  Barton,  and  others  visited 
the  branch  in  Browning,  Mont.,  where  they  held  a  fine 
meeting  with  the  Saints.  From  here  they  journeyed 
to  Cut  Bank,  Montana,  where  they  organized  a  Re¬ 
lief  Society.  A  Sunday  School  organization  will  be 
effected  in  the  near  future: 

We  of  the  Great  Falls  District  send  our  sincere 
regards  and  blessings  to  our  missionary  companions 
throughout  the  world.  May  you  all  have  health 
and  happiness  and  much  success  in  your  work. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT Marvin  Perry,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  W.  10th  Avenue,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

The  promise,  "and  they  shall  go  forth  and  none 
shall  stay  them,"  has  been  of  great  encouragement 
and  inspiration  to  us  as  we  note  the  rapid  growth 
of  our  Church. 

On  October  16  an  inspirational  service  was  held 
in  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  at  which  Elder  Perry  had  the 
privilege  of  baptizing  Frieda  Genehr,  a  convert  to 
the  Church.  We  extend  to  her  a  hearty  welcome. 

During  the  month  six  of  the  Elders  of  this  district 
had  the  opportunity  of  going  to  the  Temple  at  Card- 
ston,  Alberta,  Canada.  They  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  entering  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  doing  work  for 
the  dead,  partaking  of  the  wonderful  spirit  there,  and 
learning  from  the  wisdom  and  understanding  of  our 
beloved  President  E.  J.  Wood. 

Elders  Gilbert  McKinley  and  LaVere  Bagwell  labor¬ 
ing  in  Victoria,  B.  C.;  Elders  Clark  Hamblin  and 
Harrison  Scott  in  New  Westminster,  B.  C.  and  Elders 
Max  Wilson,  Willis  Hall,  and  Marvin  Perry  in  Van¬ 
couver,  B.  C.,  all  report  forward  strides  in  their  work. 

We  send  greetings  to  all  our  companions  in  the 
mission  field. 

YAKIMA  DISTRICT Clarence  D.  Samuelson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  314  South  Mission  Si.,  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  working  faith¬ 
fully  in  spreading  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  so  that 
light  and  love  from  heaven  may  flood  the  earth. 
This  influence  has  entered  into  the  hearts  of  Sister 
Mabel  McAllister  and  Brother  Lowes,  and  we  are 
glad  to  welcome  them  through  the  waters  of  baptism, 
into  our  Church. 
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The  Sunday  School  at  Klickitat,  Washington,  was 
officially  organized  on  Sunday,  September  16,  and  the 
officers  and  teachers  set  apart  for  their  respective 
callings.  Brother  Roscoe  Hamm  was  appointed  super¬ 
intendent.  The  Saints  have  been  very  humble  and  dil¬ 
igent  in  their  efforts  and  are  to  be  commneded  for 
the  fine  spirit  that  exists  among  them. 

Elders  Vaughn  Spendlove  and  Howard  Taylor  are 
reporting  much  success  in  their  labors  in  The  Dalles, 
Oregon,  and  are  holding  cottage  meetings  every  night. 

Elders  Samuelson  and  Olsen  appreciate  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  they  had  of  attending  missionary  conference 
of  Puget  Sound  District,  Saturday,  October  22.  They 
received  many  valuable  instructions  from  their  Mis¬ 
sion  President  pertaining  to  the  work  in  the  min¬ 
istry. 

Our  best  wishes  go  to  all  our  companions  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

SOUTH  OREGON  DISTRICT:  - Devern  J.  Rasmussen, 
President,  905  West  10th  St.,  Medford,  Oregon. 

The  missionary,  who,  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
bears  a  true  testimony  of  the  Gospel,  is  planting  the 
truth  of  that  testimony  in  the  hearts  of  his  hearers. 
May  we  all  seek  for  a  true  testimony  of  the  Gospel, 
and  supplicate  our  Heavenly  Father  to  endow  us  with 
his  holy  spirit  that  we  might  touch  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

On  Thursday,  October  13th,  the  Lakeview,  Oregon, 
Sunday  School  was  partly  organized  with  Brother 
Delose  Price  as  superintendent  and  Brother  Wilbur 
Williams  as  first  assistant. 

On  October  21  Elder  Sheldon  Kennedy  had  the 
privilege  of  baptizing  the  following:  Billie  Ruth 

Loury,  Joyce  Deline  McDonald,  Gladys  Thorne,  and 
Mary  Clarice  Fallow  Burrows.  The  last  two  mentioned 
were  converts.  We  extend  a  welcome  hand  to  these 
good  people  who  have  come  into  the  fold  of  our  Mas¬ 
ter,  and  we  pray  that  they  will  continue  in  the' 
path  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Elders  Johnson  and  Brown  have  done  a  splendid 
missionary  service  in  giving  assistance  to  a  family 
of  Saints  in  Ashland  at  the  decease  of  their  father. 
We  appreciate  their  willingness  to  thus  serve  their 
Lord  by  ably  serving  their  fellow  men. 

On  October  22,  Elder  Simpson,  President  of  the 
Oregon  District,  accompanied  by  Elder  Sterling  Cannon, 
arrived  in  Bend,  Oregon,  with  Sisters  Eliza  Beus  and 
Elsie  Sharp  who  are  to  labor  in  that  city.  These 
missionaries  with  Elder  Rasmussen  furnished  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  evening  service  in  Bend.  We  are  pleased 
to  welcome  these  sisters  in  our  district,  the  first  lady 
missionaries  to  be  here  for  six  or  seven  years. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  enjoying  health 
and  joy  in  their  work.  In  all  things  wherein  they  have 
put  forth  an  earnest  endeavor,  they  have  realized 
blessing  from  him  who  is  .the  source  of  all  good  gifts. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT :- Percy  L.  Collyer, 
President,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

The  month  of  October  has  been  an  interesting  and 
an  eventful  one  for  us  in  the  Spokane-Missoula  District. 
Our  efforst  have  been  diligent  and  our  accomplish¬ 
ments  have  been  great,  for  we  have  felt  the  spirit 
of  our  Master  guiding  our  footsteps,  our  actions,  and 
our  words. 

During  fhe  past  month  the  Elders  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  baptizing  twenty-four  souls,  seventeen  of 
whom  are  converts.  Their  names  are  as  follows: 
Harley  Lionel  Knowles,  Dee  Allen  Knowles,  John  Mc¬ 
Kinney  Knowles,  Yvonne  D.  Hammer  and  Robert  L. 
Hammer  by  Elder  Dee  Rees  at  Wallace,  Idaho/  John 
Roger  Logerquist  and  Leland  Melton  by  Ronald  Clarke 
at  Hamilton,  Montana/  Margaret  M.  Lockhead,  Jeanine 
Quenton  and  Wanitta  P.  Walkey  by  Elder  Walter 
Hick  at  Creston,  Canada/  Wendell  LaVon  Pope  and 
Evan  S.  Pope  were  baptized  by  Elder  LaMont  Briggs 
at  Philipsburg,  Montana,-  Cecil  Robert  Graham  was 
baptized  by  Elder  Lehi  Palmer  at  Spokane/  Edna  C. 
Bauer,  David  Boyce,  Verla  Maugham,  Norma  Jean 
Bennett,  Fay  Bingham  and  Pearl  Clawson  were  bap¬ 


tized  by  Elder  Ralph  Bingham  at  Charlo,  Montana/ 
Mario  J.  Billingsley  by  Sidney  Billingsley  at  Kalispell, 
Montana/  Annie  Victoria  Buyer,  Esther  C.  C.  Baker, 
Michael  Frank  Buyer,  Buron  Aber  Baker,  and  Bertha 
E.  A.  Collinson  by  Elder  Albert  Holyoak  at  Spokane, 
Washington.  Our  hearts  rejoice  with  these  fine  people 
in  the  step  they  have  taken,  and  pray  that  their 
testimonies  will  wax  stronger  through  each  activity 
in  the  Lord's  service. 

On  the  24th  of  September  the  Colville  Sunday  School 
was  organized  in  Colville,  Washington.  On  the  2nd  of 
October  the  Saints  at  Sandpoint,  Idaho,  were  or¬ 
ganized  into  a  branch  with  four  auxiliaries  function¬ 
ing  under  the  fine  leadership  of  Brother  Lee  Roy 
Deeter.  A  Primary  was  organized  in  Creston,  Canada, 
on  the  9th  of  this  month  to  bring  added  inspiration 
into  the  lives  of  the  children  of  that  part  of  our 
mission. 

To  climax  the  month,  a  general  district  conference 
was  held  in  Spokane  on  October  16,  at  which  time 
we  were  honored  with  the  presence  of  our  Mission 
President  as  well  as  some  visitors  from  Salt  Lake 
City.  A  fine  spirit  prevailed  in  all  the  meetings  and 
much  good  instruction  was  received. 

We  feel  to  give  glory  and  thanks  to  our  kind 
Father  in  Heaven  for  the  blessings  with  which  he  has 
favored  us,  and  we  pray  for  success  to  attend  all  who 
are  working  toward  the  building  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  on  earth. 

OREGON  DISTRICT Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
Box  2149,  Portland,  Oregon. 

"Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost." -Matthew  28:19. 

This  was  the  admonition  of  the  Savior  given  to  his 
disciples  regarding  the  work  they  must  do  in  order  to 
perpetuate  the  Gospel.  The  admonition  was  followed 
by  the  Apostles  of  old,  and  is  still  being  followed  in 
this  last  dispensation  by  the  disciples  of  this  the  true 
Church.  The  missionaries  of  this  district,  through 
their  diligent  efforts  have  been  able  to  interest  many 
people  in  the  Gospel  and  bring  them  into  the  Church. 

During  the  month  Elder  Karl  Freeman  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  leading  seven  good  people  into  the  waters 
of  baptism.  The  names  of  these  new  converts  are: 
John  Leo  Roundy,  Georgianna  Roundy,  Dorothy 
Roundy,  June  Roundy,  Raymond  Carson,  Ralph  Carson, 
and  Verna  Pederson.  Elder  Keith  Macdonald  also  bap¬ 
tized  Lawrence  Gibson  during  the  month/  and  Elder 
Sterling  Cannon  baptized  Lois  Owens.  We  welcome 
these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and  pray  for  their 
continued  guidance  that  they  may  always  be  found 
true  to  the  covenants  they  have  made. 

During  the  month  a  Mutual  Improvement  organiza¬ 
tion  was  perfected  in  Corvallis,  Oregon.  This  brings 
the  Mutuals  to  a  total  of  nineteen  within  the  Mis¬ 
sion.  We  are  happy  that  Corvallis  is  fast  approaching 
the  stage  where  it  may  become  a  fully  organized 
branch. 

From  the  Oregon  District  the  missionaries  send  greet¬ 
ings  and  best  wishes  for  happiness  and  success  to  our 
companions  throughout  the  world. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRCT Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Washington. 

"When  ye  are  in  the  service  of  your  fellow  beings, 
ye  are  only  in  the  service  of  your  God."-Mosiah  2:17. 

We  feel  that  the  Lord  has  been  mindful  of  our 
efforts  to  serve  our  fellow  beings  during  the  past 
month,  and  we  are  happy  to  report  the  progress  that 
has  been  made. 

After  only  one  month's  work  in  the  small  city  of 
Puyallup,  Elders  Russell  Westover  and  Robert  McCann 
succeeded  in  finding  approximately  forty  members 
of  the  Church.  They  had  had  the  name  of  only  one 
member  when  they  arrived.  Through  prayerful  and 
diligent  effort  they  have  organized  these  people  to¬ 
gether  and  on  Sunday,  October  23,  they  held  the 
first  L.  D.  S.  Sunday  School  in  that  city,  with  23  in 
attendance. 
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It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  that  eight  people 
have  entered  the  Church  through  baptism  this  month. 

At  a  service  held  in  Seattle,  Oct.  2,  six  people  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Richey,  and  on  Oct.  26,  at  Aber¬ 
deen,  Wash.,  Elder  Richey  baptized  Frank  A.  Dimick 
and  Mrs.  Mary  V.  Beesley.  Sister  Beesley  was  con¬ 
tacted  and  brought  into  the  Church  through  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Sisters  Seletta  Morris  and  Maude  Sorenson 
laboring  in  Aberdeen. 

On  October  22,  we  were  pleased  to  have  with  us 
in  district  conference,  President  Nibley  with  his  wife, 
daughter  Annette,  and  Elder  Arnold  Butterfield  and 
Sister  Mabel  Jones  from  the  Mission  Office.  Many 
inspirational  testimonies  were  heard  and  much  worth¬ 
while  advice  and  instruction  was  given  us  by  President 
Nibley  and  the  other  visitors.  We  all  returned  to  our 
fields  of  labor  with  a  fervent  desire  to  serve  our 
Heavenly  Father  more  faithfully  in  whatever  ca¬ 
pacity  possible. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Glenn  T.  Nelson,  from  Smithfield,  Utah,  to  Oregon. 
Virginia  Chatelaine,  from  N.  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Oregon. 

William  Hart,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oregon  Dist. 

Melba  Thomson,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Elsie  Sharp,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  District. 
Darlene  Doble,  from  Seattle,  Wash.,  to  Spokane  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Eliza  Beus,  from  Portland,  Oregon  to  Bend,  Oregon. 
Marcella  Anderson,  from  Oregon  to  Spokane  District. 

Lehi  Palmer,  from  Spokane  to  Great  Falls  District. 
Elmer  Bingham,  from  Great  Falls  to  Spokane  District. 

Verl  G.  Black,  from  Great  Falls  to  Puget  Sound  Dist. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

SASKATCHEWAN  DISTRICT:  -  Victor  Waddoups, 
President,  Suite  No.  1,  Adaire  Apts.,  Regina,  Sask. 

The  Saskatchewan  District  is  now  realizing  the  fruits 
of  its  summer  trading  projects  by  an  increase  in  con¬ 
versations  and  meetings  held.  The  following  letter 
was  recieved  from  Pres.  Waddoups  showing  the  in¬ 
terest  people  in  Regina  are  taking  in  the  program 
of  the  Church. 

"Two  weeks  ago  Sister  Waddoups  and  I  met  with 
the  School  Board  in  an  endeavor  to  get  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  holding  Primary  in  the  school.  Reporters 
of  the  papers  were  there  and  seemed  to  be  very  in¬ 
terested  in  our  work.  The  following  article  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Regina  paper.  'A  delegation  met  the 
public  school  board  Tuesday  night  to  interest  the 
board  in  a  religious  program  known  as  "primary 
organization."  The  delegation  was  composed  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Victor  Waddoups  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

"  'The  cultural  program  for  children  is  said  to  bring 
in  no  doctrine  of  faith.  A  letter  from  Mrs.  Waddoups 
to  the  board,  stated  a  primary  had  been  organized  in 
the  city  of  Regina  in  the  vicinity  of  Kitchener  School 
with  a  membership  of  45  children.  Because  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  out  such  a  large  program  in  the 
home,  they  now  desire  to  have  the  privilege  of  hold¬ 
ing  this  class  for  one  and  a  half  hours  each  week 
after  school  in  the  Kitchener  school. 

"  'The  program  outlined  by  Mrs.  Waddoups  was  cul¬ 
tural,  with  Bible  teachings,  principles  of  right  liv¬ 
ing,  and  an  all  round  expression  of  the  children's  own 
interests  in  physical,  manual,  linguistic,  rhythmic, 
dramatic  and  social  activities.' 

"Although  we  didn't  gain  the  privilege  of  holding 
the  primary  in  the  school,  we  still  feel  we  accomp¬ 
lished  something  for  this  is  what  the  superintendent 
said:  'Mrs.  Waddoups,  I  feel  it  is  a  reflection  on  our 
school  system  that  you  have  come  here  and  seen  the 


need  for  a  type  of  work  our  school  is  not  giving. 
The  work  you  have  outlined  here  is  a  work  we  should 
be  giving  in  our  schools.  If  you  put  over  this  work 
the  parents  would  realize  we  were  neglecting  such 
activity  in  our  schools.  I  am  using  this  fact  as  an 
argument,  before  the  Convention  which  is  being  held 
in  the  city  at  this  time,  in  an  endeavor  to  bring  a 
two  and  a  half  hour  activity  program  into  our  schools.' 

"In  a  previous  visit  I  had  given  him  a  number  of 
copies  of  the  Children's  Friend  and  he  praised  the 
articles  given  there  on  Activity  Teaching,  so  I  left 
them  for  further  reference.  The  Reporters  who  were 
so  interested  in  our  work  asked  that  we  notify  them 
any  time  we  have  a  program  so  they  could  give  us 
a  write-up.  If  we  can  get  some  favorable  publicity 
we  can  at  least  let  Regina  people  know  the  Church  is 
here  and  perhaps  it  will  be  a  means  of  opening  the 
doors  to  us." 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT Karl  Marlin,  President, 
Box  201,  Lewistown,  Montana. 

"This  is  my  work  and  my  glory  to  bring  to  pass 
the  immortality  and  the  eternal  life  of  man,"  was  the 
theme  chosen  at  the  recent  district  conference.  Each 
missionary  spoke  on  a  distinctive  phase  of  this  theme 
and  many  new  truths  were  brought  to  light  for  the 
investigators  and  members  present.  Indeed  the  con¬ 
ference  was  a  spiritual  feast  for  all! 

Elders  Zeyer  and  Jepsen  report  noted  improvement 
in  the  Baker  project.  During  the  week  days,  they  are 
busy  tracting  Ekalakia  and  Plevenia  then  turn  to  the 
investigators  at  Baker  for  week  ends  as  it  has  been 
traded  three  times.  These  investigators  join  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  in  the  regular  Sunday  services 
there. 

Sisters  Abbott  and  Carter  in  Lewistown  are  finding 
much  joy  in  their  trading  and  Primaries.  Recently 
they  met  a  lady  in  tracting  who  at  first  was  very  in¬ 
different  toward  the  "Mormon"  religion,  but  after  a 
few  moments  conversation,  she  invited  them  to  come 
into  the  house.  After  several  hours  of  discussion  she 
told  them  that  her  conception  of  "Mormonism"  had 
been  completely  changed.  She  accepted  a  Book  of 
Mormon  and  gave  the  missionaries  a  cordial  welcome 
to  her  home  any  time  they  wished. 

After  finishing  a  tour  of  the  district,  Elders  Martin 
and  Thatcher  report  greater  accomplishments  because 
of  the  Era  and  Book  of  Mormon  campaign.  We  have 
found  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  be  by  far  the  best 
missionary  of  the  Church.  It  has  added  a  much 
brighter  spirit  to  the  work,  and  in  many  cases  some 
of  the  best  contacts  have  been  thwarted  by  our  wait¬ 
ing  for  them  to  ask  for  this  additional  volume  of  scrip¬ 
ture.  Investigators  are  now  commencing  to  move  off 
third  base  and  the  members  are  likewise  gaining  for 
themselves  a  stronger  personal  testimony  of  its  di¬ 
vinity.  We  are  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that 
attention  was  brought  to  this  New  Witness. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  DISTRICT Wendell  E.  Owens, 
President,  Box  181,  New  Rockford,  North  Dakota. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  have  surely  been 
blessed  in  their  labors  during  the  past  month.  In 
every  project  there  has  been  added  strength  in  mis¬ 
sionary  activity.  Because  of  the  local  radio  station 
in  Fargo  going  on  the  Columbia  hook-up  in  the  latter 
part  of  October,  the  program  of  the  Church  given  by 
Elders  Dahlquist  and  Cobbley  will  not  be  continued. 
Nevertheless,  these  programs  have  been  a  great  asset 
to  us  in  opening  the  homes  for  conversations. 

Elders  Gardner  and  Kendell,  working  in  Sidney, 
report  the  following  experience  al  the  recent  baptism 
of  Oscar  and  Annie  Hiser.  "There  was  snow  covering 
the  ground  on  the  date  we  held  the  service  and  the 
water  was  ice  cold.  As  the  candidates  were  led  out 
to  a  spot  in  the  lake  that  was  deep  enough  to  perform 
the  ceremony,  they  mired  in  sleek,  grimy  looking 
black  mud  up  to  their  knees,  but  their  faith  was  so 
unwavering  and  their  testimonies  so  strong  that  not 
even  this  would  keep  them  back.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  for  their  sincerity." 
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Pres.  Owens  and  Elder  Hatch  toured  a  portion  of 
the  district  without  "purse  or  scrip."  Having  received 
nothing  but  refusals  by  noon  of  the  first  day  and  after 
walking  fifteen  miles,  the  Elders  were  rather  discour¬ 
aged;  however,  before  the  day  was  over  they  were 
received  graciously  into  one  home  and  there  had  the 
opportunity  of  leaving  literature  and  copies  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  After  presenting  the  slide  lecture 
of  the  "King  of  Kings,"  the  Elders  were  requested  to 
repeat  the  lecture  for  a  class  of  religious  students  sev¬ 
enty  miles  away.  They  readily  accepted  the  offer 
and  the  people  furnished  the  transportation  there  and 
back. 

NORTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT  :-B.  Harry  Goodman, 
President,  644  Marshall  Avenue,  Si.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Since  the  recent  district  conference  held  in  Brainerd, 
Minnesota,  with  "The  Restoration  of  the  Gospel"  as 
the  principal  theme,  the  missionaries  of  this  district 
went  to  their  various  projects  filled  with  determination 
to  preach  the  Gospel  as  they  had  never  preached  it 
before.  This  enthusiasm  has  grown  as  the  weeks  have 
passed  until  at  the  present  much  greater  activity  is 
being  manifest —  more  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
have  been  placed;  more  meetings  have  been  held; 
more  gospel  conversations  have  been  engaged  in;  and 
more  real  happiness  exists  among  the  missionaries. 

The  newly  organized  Sunday  School  in  St.  Paul, 
under  the  direction  of  Elders  Hanchett  and  Benson, 
and  Sisters  Despain  and  Nelson  is  held  at  the  present 
time  in  the  home  of  a  member,  but  the  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  membership  will  necessitate  renting  a  hall 
in  the  near  future. 

Recently  in  Brainerd  a  Hallowe'en  party  sponsored 
by  the  newly  organized  Relief  Society  was  attended 
by  nearly  one  hundred  people  — only  twenty  of  whom 
were  members  of  the  Church.  Sisters  Leavitt  and  Thorn¬ 
ton,  and  Elders  Stoker  and  Nelson  are  to  be  given 
credit  for  the  success  of  the  Relief  Society  and  the 
other  organizations  in  that  city. 

Truly  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  efforts,  and  we  wish 
to  give  him  the  honor  for  all  we  are  able  to  ac¬ 

complish. 

SOUTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT Mont  G.  Kenney, 
President,  Box  152,  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota. 

All  of  the  28  missionaries  of  the  North  and  South 
Minnesota  Districts  joined  together  for  an  inter-district 
conference,  October  29  and  30.  Missionary  meetings 
were  held  in  the  Minneapolis  Branch  chapel  Saturday 
morning  and  afternoon.  The  testimonies  and  experi¬ 

ences  related  by  each  was  inspiring  and  strengthening 
to  the  others.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  attended  us  in 
rich  measure  not  only  in  our  missionary  meetings,  but 
in  our  general  session  as  well.  All  enjoyed  and  ap¬ 
preciated  the  presence  of  Apostle  George  Albert  Smith. 
The  counsel  and  encouragement  given  by  Elder  Smith 
and  our  beloved  Mission  President,  David  A.  Broad- 
bent,  were  inspiring  and  very  timely.  The  inspiration 
and  uplift  which  comes  from  a  conference  of  this 

kind  is  ivaluable  to  missionaries,  Saints,  and  friends. 

General  sessions  of  conference  were  held  in  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  chapel  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday 
morning.  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening  the  meetings 
were  held  in  the  St.  Paul  chapel.  All  of  these  were 
well  atteded,  and  inspirational  messages  given  by 
each  speaker. 

In  connection  with  a  very  inspiring  district  con- 
ferenece  at  Fairbault,  Minnesota,  on  September  25,  a 
baptismal  service  was  held.  After  two  very  fine  public 
meetings  in  the  morning  and  early  afternoon  with  53 
people  in  attendance,  most  of  whom  were  investigators, 
we  went  out  to  the  banks  of  the  nearby  river  for  bap¬ 
tismal  exercises.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  Presi¬ 
dent  David  A.  Broadbent  with  us  and  he  gave  an 
enlightening  talk  on  baptism  for  the  benefit  of  all 
present  and  especially  to  instruct  those  who  had  ap¬ 
plied  for  baptism  at  this  time.  District  President  Mont 
G.  Kenney  then  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  Charles 
LeRoy  Lenzen,  a  child  of  record  from  the  Mankato 


Branch,  and  Marie  Catherine  Sybol  Dahle,  a  convert 
from  Kasson,  Minnesota. 

At  a  baptismal  service  held  at  Mankato,  Minnesota, 

under  the  direction  of  Branch  President  J.  E.  Reed, 
Lillie  Hansen,  a  convert,  was  baptized  by  Orville 
Minor  of  the  local  Priesthood.  Mrs.  Helen  Schlulz,  a 
convert  from  Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Eldon  Crandall  at  a  special  service  held  in  the 
Minneapolis  Branch,  on  October  30.  We  welcome 
these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and  pray  the  Lord 
to  bless  them  that  through  living  the  Gospel  their 
testimony  may  continue  to  grow  stronger. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Maurine  Abbott,  from  Mesquite,  Nev.,  to  Yellowstone. 
Idona  Chatterton,  from  Alberta,  Can.,  to  Lake  District. 
Hilmer  S.  Peterson,  from  Roosevelt,  Utah,  to  N.  Dakota. 
Gerald  Wickliffe  Smith,  from  Globe,  Ariz.,  to  N.  Minn. 
George  Morris  Rowley,  from  Parowan,  U.,  to  N.  Minn. 
TRANSFERS 

Clarence  Stanger,  from  Yellowstone  to  South  Dakota. 
Darrell  K.  Riddle,  from  Milk  River  to  North  Minnesota. 
Ross  Schofield,  from  North  Minnesota  to  Milk  River. 
Amy  Wagstaff,  from  South  Minnesota  to  Lake. 

Grace  Ogden,  from  Lake  District  to  Yellowstone  Dist. 
Maurine  Abbott,  horn  Yellowstone  District  to  Office. 
Lawrence  A.  Gillett,  from  Lake  to  North  Minnesota. 
Boyce  L.  Benson,  from  North  Minnesota  to  Lake  Dist. 
Darrell  K.  Riddle,  from  N.  Minnesota  to  South  Dakota. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Eugene  Hintze —  President  Manitoba  District. 

Harvey  Broadbent  — Mission  Sunday  School  Supervisor. 
J.  Nevin  Richards  —  Mission  Secretary. 

Clarence  Stanger -President  of  South  Dakota  District. 
RELEASES 

Charles  R.  Bailey,  of  South  Dakota  — Home,  Rupert,  Ida. 
S.  George  Ellsworth,  Mission  Secretary —  Home,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 

M.  Newell  Tingey,  of  Yellowstone -Home,  Brigham,  U. 
Leone  Chadwick,  of  Lake  District -Home,  N.  Ogden,  U. 
Ruby  Anderson,  of  Yellowstone -Home,  Tremonton,  U. 
Paul  M.  Farnsworth,  President  South  Dakota -Home, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Chester  H.  Miller,  of  N.  Minnesota —  Home,  Victor,  Ida. 

J.  NEVIN  RICHARDS,  Mission  Secretary. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT Carlos  W.  Stone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Ye  are  not  sent  forth  to  be  taught,  but  to  teach 
the  children  of  men  the  things  which  I  have  put  into 
your  hands  by  the  power  of  my  Spirit.  Ye  are  to 
be  taught  from  on  high.  Sanctify  yourselves  and  ye 
shall  be  endowed  with  power." -D.  &  C.  43:15-16. 

Elder  Mangum  of  Dallas,  while  trading,  approached 
a  lady  at  her  door  with  the  usual  introduction,  "I 
am  a  missionary  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints."  He  was  stopped  with  the  intrusion, 
"I  have  had  a  dream,  or  a  vision,  I  don't  know 
which,  that  two  Mormon  missionaries  were  coming  to 
my  place,  and  it's  a  reality."  We  hope  it  will  prove 
to  be  the  providence  of  God. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  worked  hard, 
with  satisfying  results.  Let  the  missionaries  speak 
for  themselves. 

"Friday  p.  m.  I  contacted  a  man  who  said  that  all 
his  life  he  had  been  looking  for  a  church  that  taught 
the  Bible  as  he  thought  it  should  be  taught.  He  had 
just  read  a  Catholic  Prayer  Book,  but  wasn't  impressed 
with  it.  He  has  read  literature  from  almost  every 
church  in  town,  but  is  still  looking  for  the  truth.  I 
loaned  him  a  Book  of  Mormon.  Let's  hope  that  he  will 
recognize  the  truth  when  he  encounters  it.  We  also 
left  a  Book  of  Mormon  with  a  young  Baptist  preacher. 


280 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  12 


He  has  been  preaching  for  three  years,  and  is  now 
twenty-three  years  old.  He  quit  preaching  and  began 
running  a  service  station  because  he  couldn't  believe 
the  things  he  had  been  preaching.  I  hope  to  establish 
a  few  facts  in  his  mind  before  he  gets  through  reading 
the  Book.” 

"Everywhere  we  have  gone  this  week,  we  have  been 
able  to  get  good  Gospel  conversations.  We  had  been 
talking  with  a  lady  for  sometime  on  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon.  I  had  one  in  my  hand  and  was  reading  out  of  it 
to  her.  As  we  were  getting  ready  to  leave  she  said, 
'You  are  going  to  leave  that  book  with  me  aren't 
you?'  That  gave  us  a  thrill.” 

"Our  Primaries  have  increased  this  week  and  the 
children  have  behaved  so  well  that  it  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  teach  them.  They  offer  such  sweet  prayers, 
and  take  such  an  interest  in  their  work.” 

The  Book  of  Mormon  is  a  witness  that  the  Gospel 
has  been  restored,  so  we  are  happy  to  report  that 
many  have  been  distributed,  and  that  the  results  are 
going  to  be  "Fruits  of  Mormonism.” 

Miss  Paulene  Gilpin  of  Greenville,  Texas,  was  bap- 


work  of  the  Lord  will  progress  in  Abilene  as  a  result 
of  this  meeting. 

Reported  by  Elder  Holt:  "One  morning  while 

trading,  about  a  month  ago,  I  met  a  lady  who  once 
lived  in  my  home  town.  I  was  well  acquainted  with 
her  Father  and  some  of  her  sisters.  Two  of  her  sis¬ 
ters  are  members  of  the  Church.  After  an  enjoyable 
conversation  I  loaned  her  a  Book  of  Mormon.  This 

morning  I  received  a  letter  from  my  mother  telling 

me  of  meeting  the  lady.  She  has  been  back  to  Ari¬ 
zona  visiting  her  folks.  It  seems  that  either  I  or  the 
book  impressed  her.  At  least,  she  remembers  the  call 
and  has  told  the  people  around  home  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon." 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

At  the  very  inspirational  District  Presidents'  Confer¬ 
ence  held  in  Houston  this  month,  the  importance  of 

the  organization  of  the  Church  in  the  mission  field 
was  emphasized. 

The  District  President  is  an  important  link  in  the 
chain  of  officers  governing  the  organization,  and  it  is 


DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  TEXAS  MISSION 
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Top  Row:  J.  LaMar  Shelley,  Raymond  M.  Holt,  Raymond  F.  Jones. 


tized  this  month.  Miss  Gilpin  is  a  young  convert  to 
the  Church,  and  we  commend  her  for  her  choice  in 
accepting  the  Gospel. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT :  -  Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  following  is  from  a  report  of  Sister  Erma  Mc- 
Knight  of  Acme,  Texas,  who  is  serving  as  a  part- 
time  missionary.  "I  think  that  I  am  doing  some  good 
work  in  Quanah.  I  am  so  interested  in  the  work, 
I  only  wish  that  I  could  spend  all  of  my  time  at  it. 
Please  let  me  say  again  how  happy  I  am  to  be  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  Pray  that  I  may  have  the 
ability  to  explain  the  Gospel  in  a  way  that  others  may 
understand  it."  This  is  truly  the  proper  missionary 
spirit.  Sister  McKnight  has  one  child  in  school,  and 
has  another  smaller  one  that  she  takes  with  her  when 
she  goes  trading. 

Sunday  School  Conference  was  held  in  Abilene, 
October  the  30th.  Elder  J.  LaMar  Shelley,  Sunday 
School  Supervisor,  presided  with  Elder  Raymond  M. 
Holt  conducting.  Elders  Allen  K.  Webb  and  Miles 
H.  Jensen  were  in  attendance.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  enjoyed  by  those  present,  and  we  feel  that  the 


essential  that  this  importance  be  recognized.  Not  the 
importance  of  the  individual -nothing  could  be  far¬ 
ther  from  the  right  than  this  — but  the  importance  of 
his  position,  responsibilities  and  duties. 

He  is  responsible  for  the  work  of  the  Church  in  his 
district,  commissioned  to  those  duties  by  the  Lord 
through  the  presiding  authority  of  the  Priesthood 
vested  in  the  Mission  President.  Thus  he  stands  as  a 
link  between  the  individual  branches  and  members 
and  the  Church  head,  represented  by  the  Mission 
President.  This  should  also  be  recognized  by  the 
branch  leaders  and  Saints.  Sometimes  this  is  not  so 
and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  his  administration 
and  instruction  are  lost,  and  thus  those  members  lose 
much  of  their  connection  with  the  body  of  the  Church. 

There  is  no  other  organization  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  where  it  is  so  necessary  to  recognize  the  proper 
authority  of  its  leaders,  and  no  matter  how  weak  the 
vessels  chosen  may  appear,  the  authority  of  the  Priest¬ 
hood  vested  in  them  must  be  obeyed  for  the  sake  of 
our  own  salvation.  No  one  in  this  Church  works  for 
worldly  gain  or  holds  office  for  the  honors  of  men. 
If  so,  he  is  soon  removed  from  that  office.  And  so, 
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the  branch  officers  and  Saints  must  recognize  that  the 
missionaries  and  district  presidents  are  acting  only  as 
they  are  commissioned  by  the  prophets  of  God.  If 
the  members  will  be  obedient  to  those  immediately 
over  them,  they  will  grow  and  prosper.  If  not,  there 
will  be  a  repetition  of  the  same  downfalls  that  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  times  of  the  ancient  apostles. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -James  R.  Bettridge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Branch  activities  throughout  the  district  have  been 
carried  on  with  enthusiasm.  The  various  organiza¬ 
tions  have  been  very  well  attended,  especially  the 
M.  I.  A.  Many  of  those  that  attend  are  non-members 
of  the  Church.  In  San  Antonio  one  of  the  leaders 
in  the  M.  I.  A.  is  Dr.  R.  Lee  Willis,  a  non-member. 
We  can  see  what  fine  missionary  work  the  M.  I.  A. 
is  doing  from  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Willis.  In  one  of 
his  recent  talks  on  the  M.  I.  A.  movement  in  the 
Mormon  Church,  he  said  that  it  was  one  of  the  finest 
organizations  for  youth  that  he  had  ever  known,  be¬ 
cause  it  taught  the  religion  of  daily  life,  cultural  de¬ 
velopment  of  youth,  and  physical  and  social  recre¬ 
ation.  These  points  embody  that  which  makes  better 
men  and  women  and  keeps  them  closer  to  God. 

Other  fine  reports  concerning  the  work  of  the  Lord 
have  been  received  from  the  missionaries.  Elder 
Howard  Albrechtsen  and  Elder  Orson  N.  Allen  give 

the  following.  "We  were  visited  again  this  week  by  a 

family  that  we  contacted  this  summer  while  doing 
country  work.  They  have  been  very  interested  in  the 
Gospel  since  the  first  contact,  and  have  studied  the 
literature  we  have  given  along  with  the  Standard 
Works  of  the  Church.  They  have  now  asked  us  that 
as  soon  as  we  feel  that  they  have  proven  themselves 
worthy  that  we  baptize  them." 

Elder  Burton  Morgan  and  Elder  Gail  P.  Hendricksen 
report  that  in  the  several  small  towns  in  which  they 

have  been  laboring  they  have  made  some  splendid 

Jriends.  Approximately  25  of  these  people  have  be¬ 
come  very  interested  in  the  Gospel.  A  number  of 
these  people  have  borne  their  testimony  that  they  have 
of  the  Gospel,  and  have  expressed  the  desire  for  bap¬ 
tism  into  the  Church. 

We  welcome  inio  the  Church  Sisier  Gertrude  Martha 
Braswell  of  Austin,  Texas,  who  was  baptized  October 
15,  by  District  President  Bettridge  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Vernon  C.  Smith.  We  pray  the  blessings  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  be  with  her  and  grant  that  she 
may  have  all  the  righteous  desires  of  her  heart. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  H.  Marchant, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Through  traveling  in  the  country,  the  Elders  are 
made  to  realize  more  and  more  that  the  Lord  is  with 
them  and  will  help  them  in  time  of  need.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  reported  by  Elder  J.  Roger  Hanson: 

"While  high-waying  from  Monroe,  I  was  able  to 
obtain  rides  to  Kelley,  but  was  unsuccessful  in  getting 
rides  any  farther.  It  was  beginning  to  rain  and  get¬ 
ting  dark,  so  I  decided  to  seek  a  place  to  stay  as  I 
was  traveling  without  purse  or  scrip.  I  met  a  man 
who  directed  me  to  a  Mrs.  Roberts'  home  not  more 
than  a  block  away.  When  I  met  her  I  told  her  who 
I  was  and  what  I  wanted.  She  invited  me  in  and 
introduced  me  to  the  family.  After  a  lengthy  religious 
discussion,  she  gave  me  my  supper  and  a  bed.  Be¬ 
fore  I  left  the  next  morning,  I  gave  her  a  Book  of 
Mormon.  Upon  leaving  her  home,  I  met  the  man  who 
had  directed  me  the  night  before.  He  took  me  to  his 
room  and  his  wife  prepared  breakfast  for  me.  I  was 
able  to  leave  a  Book  of  Mormon  with  them  also." 

Elders  J.  Marshall  Clarke  and  J.  Roger  Hanson  re¬ 
port  the  following:  "We  went  to  Sicily  Island  to  hold 
a  meeting,  but  found,  upon  our  arrival,  that  an  Apo¬ 
stolic  Revival  was  in  session,  so  we  decided  to  at¬ 
tend  that  meeting.  While  there  the  preacher  asked 
us  to  sing  a  song,  and  then  we  were  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  speak,  so  we  were  enabled  to  explain  our 
purpose  in  the  world.  We  left  them  very  friendly 
toward  the  "Mormons." 


Elder  LeGrande  W.  Sadler  and  Elder  Donald  L. 
Bailey  report  they  are  having  much  success  with  their 
cottage  meetings  in  the  country.  These  gatherings  are 
well  attended,  and  the  Elders  -are  meeting  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  having  their  first  opportunity  to  hear  of 
"Mormonism." 

We  have  this  from  Sister  Genevieve  Tanner  and 
Sister  Lillis  Ence:  "One  day  while  trading  we  talked 
to  a  lady  who  seemed  somewhat  interested  in  our 
message.  After  discussing  religion  for  some  time  we 
went  on  to  the  next  house.  Coming  from  that  house, 
the  lady  before  mentioned  came  out  and  invited  us  to 
eat  dinner  with  her.  We  accepted  and  had  a  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  to  explain  the  principles  of  Mor¬ 
monism.  We  left  her  a  Book  of  Mormon,  and  she 
requested  that  we  return  often. 

The  following  new  members  are  welcomed  into  the 
Church:  Marion  Alice  Willey,  Artie  Bell  Miller,  Dor¬ 
othy  Elizabeth  Miller,  Ethel  Jane  Paul  Miller,  Ruby 
Beeson,  and  Mary  Opal  Cox. 

A  very  inspirational  conference  was  held  in  Winni- 
field,  La.,  on  October  9.  All  the  North  Louisiana 
District  missionaries  were  in  attendance. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Elders  Vernon  Moon  and  Wayne  Bushman  located 
some  of  our  members  who  had  not  seen  the  Elders 
for  eighteen  years,  but  because  of  their  knowledge 
and  testimony  of  the  Gospel,  they  have  remained  true 
to  the  faith,  and  rejoiced  exceedingly  to  have  the 
Elders  call  upon  them. 

District  Presidents'  conference  was  held  in  Houston 
where  much  sound  advice  was  given.  We  pray  that 
we  may  endowed  with  power  from  on  high  to  put 
into  practice  the  timely  suggestions. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  leads  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Bureau  of  Information,  Temple  Square 
—  names  and  addresses  of  people  who  visited  Salt 
Lake  City.  This  makes  it  possible  to  get  into  some 
homes  where  otherwise  we  would  not  have  had  the 
opportunity.  Elders  Karren  and  Spencer  report  that 
they  have  met  a  doctor  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  by  this 
means,  who  seems  to  be  very  interested.  Through 
him  it  may  be  possible  to  meet  and  explain  Mor¬ 
monism  to  some  of  his  club  members. 

A  Hallowe'en  party  was  held  October  28  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  Among  those  in  attendance  was  a  lady 
and  her  son,  who  had  been  contacted  by  the  lady 
missionaries,  Nora  Tait  and  Hazel  Ferrell  in  their 
trading  district.  As  the  visitors  left  they  said,  "We 
surely  had  a  good  time.  We  have  never  met  such 
a  sociable  group  of  people,  nor  so  many  fine  young 
folks." 

The  sermons  we  see,  are  often  much  more  impressive 
than  those  we  hear. 

We  extend  our  congratulations  to  Brother  Armond 
Marcell  Marchand  of  Gonzales,  La.,  who  was  bap¬ 
tized  October  2,  by  Elder  Gearld  Neal  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Melvin  D.  Rogers.  May  he  continue  on, 
that  those  about  him  may  see  his  good  works  and 
be  led  to  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Helen  Leloudis,  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to  S.  Texas. 
Woodard  Evans,  from  Mt.  Emmons,  Utah,  to  S.  Texas. 
Charles  Stuart  Brown,  from  Fairview,  Wyo.,  to  N.  Tex. 
Evan  F.  Skeen,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  East  Texas  Dist. 

TRANSFERS 

Mary  Ellen  Tillman,  from  S.  Texas,  to  E.  Texas  Dist. 
Leland  N.  Peterson,  from  East  Texas,  to  N.  Louisiana. 
Olaus  Johnson,  from  South  Texas,  to  East  Texas  Dist. 
Edna  L.  Capell,  from  South  Texas,  to  North  Louisiana. 
Genevieve  Tanner,  from  North  Louisiana,  to  S.  Texas. 

RELEASES 

Carl  Wozab,  of  North  Texas -Home,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Newton  A.  Ficklin,  of  S.  Texas -Home,  Gonzales,  La. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


282 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  12 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Alter  thirty  years  on  West  Adams,  the  headquarters 
ot  the  California  Mission  is  now  located  in  our  new 
mission  home  at  2067  S.  Hobart  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles. 

IMPERIAL  VALLEY  DISTRICT Harold  L.  Dean,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  263,  Beaumont,  California. 

To  our  missionary  companions  we  send  greetings 

from  sunny  Southern  California.  While  many  districts 
are  preparing  for  winter,  we  are  enjoying  very  fine 
weather  which  will  enable  us  to  carry  on  our  mis¬ 
sionary  activities  on  even  a  greater  scale  than  we 

have  been  able  to  do  during  the  summer.  Our  summer 
activities  have  been  confined  to  the  most  northern 

parts  of  the  district  where  we  have  had  much  suc- 


are  happy  in  our  association  together,  and  we  ask 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  be  with  the  missionaries 
the  world  over  that  we  might  all  work  together  in 
harmony  and  diligence,  and  hasten  the  day  when  his 
work  shall  be  cut  short  in  righteousness. 

LOS  ANGELES  DISTRCT:  -  Glendale  Mouriisen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  2067  South  Hobart  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

A  new  district  has  been  opened  in  the  California 
Mission,  called  the  Los  Angeles  District.  It  is  sur¬ 
prising  to  find  within  the  organized  stakes  of  this  big, 
fast-moving,  bewildering  city  of  unrest,  that  there  are 
many  people  who  have  never  heard  of  the  "Mor¬ 
mons.”  But  the  manner  in  which  they  grasp  at  the 
words  of  truth  preached  freely  by  young  missionaries 
proves  the  honest  in  heart  are  searching  for  truth  and 
recognize,  as  Christ  said:  "The  sound  of  the  Shep¬ 
herd's  voice."  We  are  thankful  for  the  privilege  of 
working  in  such  a  fruitful  field. 

We  are  blessed  exceedingly  in  that  we  live  in  close 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  LOS  ANGELES  DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Wilson  W.  Sorensen,  Dale  S.  Brown,  Frank  L.  Shafer, 
Glendale  Mouritsen.  Emmett  Bennett.  Brother  James  L.  Strong. 

Back  Row:  Mary  E.  Allen,  Louise  Patrick,  Lucille  Bates,  Norma  Johnson,  Nelle  L. 
Macdonald.  Mission  President  W.  Aird  Macdonald,  Gladys  Farraway,  Beth  Paxman,  Olga 
Fenn,  Vonza  Whitmore,  Corma  Gamble,  Mirriam  V.  Whitehead. 


cess  in  carrying  the  message  of  eternal  life  to  the 
honest  in  heart.  We  find  that  the  most  effective  means 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  investigators  is  in  cottage 
meetings.  We  have  many  such  meetings,  and  the 
Lord  has  certainly  blessed  us  with  a  rich  out-pouring 
of  his  spirit.  We  have  some  earnest  seekers  after 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  we  trust  that  with  the 
help  of  the  Lord  we  can  soon  lead  them  to  the  waters 
of  baptism. 

"Seek  not  to  declare  my  word,  but  first  seek  to 
obtain  my  word  and  then  shall  your  tongue  be  loosed, 
then,  if  you  desire,  you  shall  have  my  spirit  and  my 
word,  yea,  the  power  of  God  unto  the  convincing  of 
men."  Truly  the  Lord  has  loosed  our  tongues  and 
called  to  our  remembrance  the  truths  we  have  studied. 

We  have  found  the  book,  "Joseph  Smith  An  Amer¬ 
ican  Prophet"  by  John  Henry  Evans,  extremely  valu¬ 
able  in  giving  us  new  ways  of  explaining  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  teachings  of  the  Prophet  to  the  unbeliever. 
We  cannot  recommend  this  book  too  highly  to  those 
who  desire  power  in  preaching  the  Gospel.  Brother 
Evans  must  have  been  inspired  in  the  preparation 
of  this  book. 

The  days  are  getting  shorter  and  the  months  are 
passing  swiftly,  and  we  have  much  to  do.  Truly,  no 
greater  joy  can  come  than  that  which  comes  in  spread¬ 
ing  information  regarding  the  plan  of  salvation.  We 


proximity  to  our  beloved  mission  parents,  President 
and  Sister  Macdonald.  This  only  serves  to  accentuate 
our  devotion  to  them. 

•Our  lady  missionaries  are  indeed  spurring  the  Elders 
on  to  good  works.  Sisters  Farraway  and  Whitmore 
report  42  children  present  at  their  neighborhood  Pri¬ 
mary  party.  Sisters  Gamble  and  Fenn  report  28  pres¬ 
ent  at  their  Primary.  Sisters  Johnson  and  Patrick  are 
making  a  lot  of  friends  in  their  section,  and  we  hope 
that  soon,  through  their  patient  application  of  good 
works  a  Primary  can  be  started  there.  The  Lord  is 
opening  the  way,  and  through  the  children  we  hope 
to  reach  the  hearts  of  the  parents.  All  the  mission¬ 
aries  are  happy  and  healthy,  and  ai  our  recent  report 
meeting  expressed  their  deep  appreciation  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  many  blessings  that  have  been 
theirs.  They  report  many  good  contacts  and  through 
their  diligent  efforts  many  will  be  brought  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

After  25  years  of  activity  in  Church  Genealogical 
work,  during  which  time  she  hired  the  work  done  for 
hundreds  of  her  dead  ancestors,  Mrs.  Violet  Ward 
Smith,  (upon  the  death  of  her  husband,  who,  through¬ 
out  his  life,  was  her  only  obstacle)  became  "Sisfer 
Smith"  through  the  waters  of  baptism.  We  welcome 
her  and  Sister  Irma  Hazlett,  who  recently  became  a 
member  after  four  months  of  investigation.  May  God 
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bless  them  and  help  them  and  us  to  live  worthy 
lives  in  his  service. 

SANTA  BARBARA  DISTRICT Maurice  J.  Graham, 
President,  308  West  Cota  Street,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

Not  long  ago  the  work  of  the  Lord  took  another 
decided  step  forward.  In  Oxnard,  a  new  branch  was 
organized  with  Brother  D.  Fred  Jenkins  as  president. 
Three  months  previous,  this  small  group  was  organized 
into  a  Sunday  School  through  the  efforts  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Elders  who  had  been  assigned  to  work  in  that 
town.  We  certainly  feel  to  thank  the  Lord  for  such 
rapid  progress. 

We  are  also  happy  to  report  that  during  the  past 
month  Richard  MacGregor  took  the  covenant  of  bap¬ 
tism  at  the  hands  of  Elder  H.  G.  Wood.  We  con¬ 
gratulate  this  young  man  on  this  all-important  step. 

The  reports  of  Elders  Robert  L.  Cope  and  Melvin 
B.  Peterson  in  Lompoc  are  also  showing  diligent  work 
on  their  part.  When  they  went  into  the  town,  they 
found  that  for  the  2,800  people  there,  eighteen  churches 
stood  for  their  religious  devotion.  When  they  began 
the  work,  there  was  quite  a  bit  of  antagonism  but  that 
is  being  worn  off  gradually.  Two  weeks  ago  the 
Elders  were  invited  by  the  Presbyterian  minister,  who 
has  charge  of  the  largest  congregation  in  town,  to 
meet  with  a  group  of  his  people  after  evening  meet¬ 
ing  and  there  tell  them  about  the  beliefs  and  works  of 
the  "Mormons."  They  did  so,  and  all  were  impressed, 
which  impression  was  accentuated  when  the  Elders  re¬ 
fused  coffee  when  it  was  passed  around.  This  opened 
up  a  fine  discussion  on  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  These 
two  Elders  also  report  that  a  Sunday  School  is  going  to 
be  organized  there  soon. 

All  the  missionaries  of  this  district  join  in  sending 
greeting  and  best  wishes  to  all  their  companions 
throughout  the  world. 

SHASTA  DISTRICT: -Glen  Morris,  President,  119 
Broadway,  Chico,  California. 

"Abide  in  me  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  can¬ 
not  bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no 
more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me. 

"I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches;  He  that  abideth 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit:  For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." —  John  15:4,  5. 

As  a  result  of  humble  prayer  and  constant  effort, 
our  missionaries  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
seven  more  souls  into  the  waters  of  baptism,  and  we 
have  organized  a  new  Relief  Society  at  Mt.  Shasta 
City.  This  is  a  sign  of  progress  and  that  Zion  is  grow¬ 
ing.  We  have  found  that  if  we  will  abide  in  the 
Lord,  he  will  abide  in  us  and  we  will  bring  forth 
fruit:  "For  without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Many  of  our  Saints,  some  of  whom  are  recent  con¬ 
verts,  rejoice  for  having  received  their  patriarchal 
blessings  at  the  hand  of  Brother  John  T.  Nielson  of 
the  Gridley  Stake.  This  will  be  a  guide  post  to 
them  as  they  journey  through  life  and  will  help  them 
to  more  fully  keep  the  commandments  of  our  Father 
in  Heaven. 

Do  we,  as  individual  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  sense  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon 
us?  The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us  and  some¬ 
times  the  Church  is  judged  by  our  actions.  Because 
of  the  clean  life  and  good  example  set  by  the  branch 
teachers  of  one  of  our  branches,  an  elderly  couple 
became  interested  in  the  Gospel  and  now  they  are 
ready  for  baptism.  Let  us  all  "let  our  light  so  shine 
that  others  seeing  our  good  works  may  be  led  to 
glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

The  climax  of  the  months'  activities  came  with  the 
recent  visit  of  President  and  Sister  Macdonald,  our  be¬ 
loved  Mission  parents,  and  Elder  Sorenson  and  Sister 
Paxman  from  the  mission  office.  They  visited  with 
the  Saints  and  missionaries  and  attended  three  branch 
confereces  held  in  the  district.  It  was  a  pleasure  to 
meet  with  them  and  partake  of  the  wonderful  spirit 
they  possessed.  Pres.  Macdonald  gave  out  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  missionaries  and  words  of  counsel  to  the 
Saints,  which  has  inspired  us  on  to  greater  heights. 


We  are  striving  to  live  exemplary  lives  and  do  our 
part  in  the  promulgation  of  the  Lord's  work  here  in 
the  Shasta  District. 

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA  DISTRICT:  -  John  Clare,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1103  East  6th  Street,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Realizing  that  the  time  is  short,  the  harvest  great 
and  the  laborers  few,  the  missionaries  of  the  district 
have  sought  diligently  to  cover  the  district  and  reach 
as  many  people  as  possible.  The  result,  since  our  last 
report  meeting,  is  twenty  souls  baptized.  We  welcome 
the  following:  Sister  D.  Sullivan,  who  was  baptized 
by  Elder  Chatfield;  Sister  A.  E.  Meador,  Joseph  L. 
Reid,  W.  D.  Ewell,  H.  P.  Ewell,  K.  E.  Smith,  W.  A. 
Brantner,  by  Pres.  John  Clare;  H.  Campbell,  Elmer 
Brown,  Gary  Massey,  Frank  Massey,  and  Forest  Massey 
by  Elder  John  Young,  also  W.  V.  Phye,  his  wife  and 
their  three  children,  Joy,  Beatrice  and  Wanda  Jean; 
C.  Hill,  W.  Shoemaker  and  J.  Pattie  by  one  of  our 
part-time  missionaries,  Bud  Johnson. 

Elders  John  Young  and  Arlin  R.  Potter,  who  have 
been  laboring  at  Williams,  in  two  months  baptized 
five  adults.  One  of  them,  Elmer  Brown,  was  killed  a 
few  days  later  in  an  automobile  accident.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Catholics  by  faith,  requested  the  missionaries  to 
preside  at  the  funeral.  The  mortuary  was  packed  to 
overflowing  by  Elmer's  friends.  After  the  services 
many  people  came  forward  and  shook  hands  with  the 
missionaries  and  told  them  they  had  a  new  light  on 
death  and  complimented  them  for  their  enlightening 
addresses. 

Elders  Eugene  Nielson  and  Robert  F.  Chatfield,  who 
were  laboring  at  Kingman,  two  months  ago  were  in 
an  automobile  wreck  while  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  Though  both  missionaries  were  badly  shaken 
up,  they  escaped  serious  injury.  Elder  Nielson  was 
thrown  through  the  window,  and  had  the  car  turned 
over  once  more  it  would  have  crushed  the  life  out 
of  him.  The  driver  was  rendered  unconscious  and 
was  in  a  serious  condition.  The  car  was  a  total  wreck. 
So  we  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  his  protection 
over  his  servants. 

We  have  recently  moved  to  Southern  Arizona  for 
the  winter  months  as  it  will  be  much  warmer. 

SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT :-H.  J.  Keller,  President,  3705 
10th  Street,  San  Diego,  California. 

We  are  happy  to  report  one  of  the  most  joyous 
months  we  have  spent  in  the  mission  field.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  missionary  work  in  the  San  Diego  District 
are  well  represented  by  the  following  who  were  wel¬ 
comed  into  the  Church  through  the  portals  of  baptism: 
Henry  Burton  Pearce,  Neva  Beatrice  Griffin,  Annie 
Lee  Beatrice  Griffin,  Donna  Marie  Owens,  Violet  Isa- 
bell  Ball,  Darlene  Trotochau,  Glen  Lee  Budvarson, 
Phylis  Anne  David,  Barbara  Jean  Campbell  and  Lucille 
Campbell  — making  a  total  of  10.  Several  of  these  were 
greatly  influenced  by  the  diligent  efforts  of  Elder  A. 
LeRoy  Hunsaker  and  his  several  companions.  Others 
have  been  visited  frequently  by  missionaries  and  are 
greatly  influenced  by  Mormons  with  whom  they  have 
associated.  Still  others  have  applied  for  baptism. 
The  work  is  going  forward  with  unusual  speed. 

The  missionaries  have  taken  seriously  to  heart  the 
Lord's  advice,  "Thou  shalt  not  idle  away  thy  time." 
We  are  proud  to  report  that  all  missionaries  of  this 
district  are  on  the  Book  of  Mormon  honor  roll.  Each 
pair  of  missionaries  have  averaged  nearly  1.5  cottage 
meetings  on  the  regular  working  days.  To  the  ad¬ 
monition  of  our  beloved  President  Macdonald  and  the 
exhortations  of  others,  we  can  truly  add  our  testi¬ 
monies  that  the  cottage  meeting  is  the  place  to  leach 
the  Gospel.  Sisters  Hanna  and  Francom  have  made  a 
red-letter  mark  by  holding  thirty-two  cottage  meetings 
during  the  past  month.  Elder  David  W.  Knight  has 
secured  an  opportunity  to  write  a  sermon  once  a  week 
for  a  newspaper  in  Escondido,  California,  and  the 
influence  thereof  has  indeed  been  strong  among  the 
citizens  of  that  community. 

"Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God, 
see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind 
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and  strength,  that  ye  rnay  stand  blameless  before 
God  at  the  last  day.  .  .  .  And  faith,  hope,  charity 
and  love,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God, 
qualify  him  for  the  work."  (Doc.  &  Cov.  4:2,  5.) 
We,  as  missionaries,  can  truly  testify  to  this  and  feel 
we  should  add  "humility"  the  greatest  of  endowments 
in  teaching  this,  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Levi  Hunt,  from  Lehi,  Utah,  to  Imperial  Valley  Dist. 
Edna  Brimhall,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Bakersfield  Dist. 
Mae  Hyde,  from  Wells,  Nevada,  to  Fresno  District. 
Opal  B.  Trejo,  from  St.  David,  Ariz.,  to  Santa  Barbara. 
DeLoy  Leavitt,  from  Alberta,  Can.,  to  Imperial  Valley. 
Milton  Rasmussen,  from  Logan,  Utah,  to  Los  Angeles. 
Newell  McMillan,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  Bakersfield. 
Doris  Porter,  from  Green  River,  Utah,  to  San  Diego. 
TRANSFERS 

John  A.  Hartley,  from  Shasta  to  Nevada  District. 

Earl  Klingler,  from  Redwood  to  Shasta  District. 

Nathan  B.  Hale,  from  Nevada  to  Redwood  District. 
Keith  Keller,  from  Redwood  to  Fresno  District. 

Ariel  Chatterton,  from  Redwood  to  Los  Angeles. 

Carl  W.  Salmon,  Nevada  to  Imperial  Valley  District. 
Norris  L.  Bradfield,  from  Bakersfield  to  Redwood  Dist. 
H.  Glenn  Royle,  from  Fresno  to  San  Diego  District. 
Eldon  R.  Pugmire,  from  Bakersfield,  to  Arizona  Dist. 
Grace  Goodman,  from  Bakersfield,  to  Fresno  District. 
Dale  S.  Brown,  from  Los  Angeles,  to  Arizona  District. 
Floyd  Barrus,  from  Fresno  to  Arizona  District. 

Edgar  C.  Henkel,  from  Nevada,  to  Arizona  District. 
Frank  L.  Shafer,  from  Los  Angeles,  to  Arizona  Dist. 
Cameron  Fullmer,  from  San  Diego,  to  Arizona  District. 
Eugene  Nielson,  from  Arizona,  to  Bakersfield  District. 
Arlin  R.  Potter,  from  Arizona,  to  Imperial  Valley  Dist. 
A.  LeRoy  Hunsaker,  from  San  Diego,  to  Fresno  District. 
Clifford  E.  Gee,  from  Monterey  to  Santa  Barbara  Dist. 
Robert  L.  Cope,  from  Santa  Barbara,  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Eldon  Card,  from  Monterey  Bay,  to  San  Diego  District. 
Clyde  E.  Watson,  from  Monterey  Bay  to  Imperial  Valley. 
Arleen  Francom,  from  San  Diego,  to  Shasta  District. 

Phoebe  Jensen,  from  Shasta,  to  Los  Angeles  District. 
Ferrin  Butler,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Wendell  Skinner,  from  Imperial  Valley,  to  San  Diego. 

Delia  S.  Skinner,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  San  Diego. 

James  B.  Hellewell,  from  Monterey  Bay,  to  Shasta. 
Frank  Barrus,  from  Santa  Barbara,  to  Monterey  Bay. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ariel  B.  Chatterton -Editor  of  "Calimis." 

RELEASE 

Arthur  N.  Thomas,  of  Shasta  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

HUDSON  DISTRICT: -Joseph  W.  Williams,  President, 
219  Third  St.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  conference  held  on  October  30,  in  which  in¬ 
spiring  talks  from  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Frank  Evans  were  enjoyed,  was  much  appreciated 
by  the  missionaries  and  Saints  of  the  Hudson  District. 
In  missionary  meeting  they  also  received  much  valu¬ 
able  information  from  Elder  Ballard  to  help  in  their 
work. 

The  members  of  the  Relief  Society  are  well  pleased 
with  the  success  of  the  bazaar  and  fall  festival  given 
by  them  on  November  1.  It  was  a  means  of  ac¬ 
quainting  many  non-members  with  the  Church,  and  has 
made  many  new  friends.  The  large  crowds  assembled 
at  both  the  conference  and  the  bazaar  were  possible 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  members  scattered 
throughout  the  district. 

In  connection  with  the  bazaar,  a  play  "A  Bargain's 
Bargain"  was  presented  under  the  direction  of  Elder 
Joseph  W.  Williams.  The  cast  included  Elder  Wil¬ 
liams,  Elder  Fred  Mason,  Sister  Mary  Anderson,  Sister 


Betty  Peery,  Ed  Brundage,  and  Leah  Goodwin.  These 
activities  have  helped  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
Church. 

The  missionaries  are  all  happy  in  their  work,  and 
it  is  our  prayer  that  we  may  continue  to  receive  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  and  that  we  might  accomplish 
the  things  he  would  have  us  do. 

SENECA  DISTRICT Willis  F.  Nielson,  Presideni,  130 
South  Main  St.,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

At  the  hand  of  Elder  E.  M.  Skinner,  John  Chrislian 
and  Mildred  Laura  Hux  were  welcomed  into  the  fold 
through  the  waters  of  baptism.  May  the  Lord's  bless¬ 
ings  be  upon  them. 

Conference  was  held  October  17  at  Canandaigua 
and  was  pronounced  a  decided  success.  It  is  still 
talked  about  by  many  investigators  who  were  present 
and  heard  Apostle  Ballard's  inspirational  talk  on  di¬ 
vine  authority.  It  brought  many  passive  investigators 
to  the  point  of  real  dynamic  interest. 

Sisters  Madsen  and  Erickson  are  to  be  commended 
on  their  splendid  work  in  organizing  the  Beehive  girls 
and  promoting  Primary.  The  members  of  these  or¬ 
ganizations  are  nearly  all  non-members  of  the  Church. 

An  interesting  experience  was  had  in  Geneva,  New 
York.  Elders  Riggs  and  Parker  called  on  an  elderly 
couple  and  were  invited  in  and  enjoyed  a  splendid 
conversation.  The  lady  then  showed  them  a  poem 
that  she  had  written  on  the  inspiration  of  hearing  the 
Tabernacle  Choir  and  Organ  on  Sunday.  It  was  a  real 
demonstration  of  the  far-reaching  effects  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Church  to  spread  these  glorious  truths 
through  the  medium  of  music  and  art. 

WEST  PENN  DISTRICT Keith  A.  Neilson,  President, 
328  Morewood  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

"Sucess  doesn't  happen  as  a  result  of  luck  or  chance,- 
but  is  due  to  concerted  effort  of  those  individuals 
engaged  in  a  given  project."  The  missionaries  of  the 
West  Penn  District  have  reaped  success  to  a  certain 
extent  in  the  "Book  of  Mormon  Campaign."  It  seems 
that  a  little  stimulus  is  essential  to  increased  activity, 
and  so  it  was  with  us.  Since  concerting  our  efforts, 
we  have  succeeded  in  ascending  almost  to  the  top  of 
the  Eastern  Ensign  thermometer,  which  represents  the 
number  of  books  loaned  and  sold  during  the  month. 

Elders  Keith  A.  Neilson  and  Golden  C.  Sill  have 
been  engaged  during  the  past  month  and  a  half  in 
touring  the  district.  During  that  time  all  the  members 
who  are  unable  to  attend  church  in  Pittsburgh  or 
Wilson  Branches  were  visited  and  many  meetings 
were  held  with  them. 

Elders  Alma  E.  Watterson  and  Albert  R.  White  re¬ 
port  success  in  following  up  contacts  and  also  in  their 
Primary  work,  which  was  recently  started.  The  names 
of  these  contacts  were  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Information  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Elder  Eric  C.  Ryberg  has  recently  started  a  Sunday 
School  in  Renfrew,  which  was  discontinued  during 
the  summer.  He  reports  a  good  attendance  and  much 
success  in  this  work. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Wilson  branches 
are  going  forward.  By  the  cooperation  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  with  the  officers,  we  find  that  much  can  be 
accomplished.  A  good  attendance  is  obtained  each 
week  and  everyone  seems  to  be  well  repaid  for  com¬ 
ing  out  to  the  meetings. 

We  are  happy  io  welcome  into  the  Church  through 
the  waters  of  baptism,  the  following  children:  Beatrice 
Virginia  Wetzel,  Eugene  Lafayette  Wetzel,  and  Evelyn 
Frances  Wimer,  baptized  by  Elder  Marlowe  C.  Hodge 
and  confirmed  by  Elders  Albert  R.  White  and  Golden 
C.  Sill.  We  unite  in  wishing  them  happiness  in  their 
important  step  forward. 

TRANSFERS 

Vincent  J.  Christensen,  from  Cumorah  to  Mission  Office. 
Mary  Anderson,  from  Hudson  to  Cumorah  District. 

F.  Thayne  Bateman,  from  Potomac  to  Cumorah  District. 
Phyllis  Bennett,  from  Potomac  to  Hudson  District. 

Elwin  E.  Bushman,  from  Susquehanna  to  Erie  District. 
William  W.  Capener,  from  Albany  to  Erie  District. 
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Dorothy  Crockett,  from  Potomac  to  Cumorah  District. 
James  M.  Hobbs,  from  Erie  to  Blue  Ridge  District. 
M.  Kimball  Jacobs,  from  New  Jersey  to  Oneida  Dist. 
Grant  F.  Layton,  from  Erie  to  Susquehanna  District. 
Arthur.  N.  McKell,  from  Cumorah  to  Albany  District. 
Willis  F.  Nielson,  from  Oneida  to  Seneca  District. 
Clayton  L.  Perkins,  from  Potomac  to  Blue  Ridge  District. 
Golden  C.  Sill,  from  West  Penn,  to  Oneida  District. 
Harold  I.  Hansen,  from  Maryland  to  East  Penn. 

Eldon  B.  Romney,  from  Maryland  to  East  Penn.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Willis  F.  Nielson  — District  President  Seneca  District. 
Clayton  L.  Perkins -District  President  Blue  Ridge  Dist. 
Harold  I.  Hansen  — District  President  East  Penn.  Dist. 
Vincent  J.  Christensen- Assistant  Secretary,  Treasurer 
and  Priesthood  Supervisor. 

Merritt  H.  Egan  — Genealogical  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Horace  J.  Gunn,  from  E.  Penn. -Home,  Richfield,  Utah. 
Earnest  M.  Skinner,  from  Seneca  — Home,  Nounan,  Idaho. 
Neil  F.  Winterton,  from  Mission  Office -Home,  Heber, 
Utah. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT: -D.  C.  Loveland,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

This  past  month  brought  to  a  close  summer  work 
in  this  district.  Four  months  have  the  missionaries 
labored  diligently,  taking  cheer  and  a  message  of 
goodwill,  to  the  homes  of  the  isolated  members.  A 
number  of  Home  Sunday  Schools  have  been  started, 

which  are  proving  very  effective  in  more  fully  ac¬ 

quainting  the  members  with  the  fundamental  truths  of 
the  Gospel. 

The  home  is  the  most  ordinary  of  institutions;  it  is 
the  temple  of  rest,  the  habitation  of  our  hopes  and 

fears,  if  is  the  resort  of  love,  fhe  refuge  of  virtue,  the 
altar  of  prayer.  It  is  at  once  the  stronghold  of  the 
ordinary  and  the  shrine  of  joy.  Into  it  with  a  prayer 
in  his  heart  goes  the  humble  missionary.  The  greatest 
joy  that  man  can  have  is  the  opportunity  of  experienc¬ 
ing  in  life  the  joy  that  comes  from  being  an  ambassa¬ 
dor  of  truth,  being  the  instrument  through  whom  the 
Lord  can  instruct,  guide,  direct  and  bless  the  people 
in  the  homes.  We  then  realize  that  the  Lord  is  our 
best  friend. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT :-G.  Worth  Bench,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"And  I  say  unto  you,  ask,  and  it  shall  be  given 

you  /  seek  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock  and  it  shall  be 

opened  unto  you."  — Luke  11:9. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  two  Mormon  Elders  were 
called  to  the  bedside  of  Mrs.  Lillian  Buroughs  who, 
suffering  from  severe  illness,  had  lost  her  eyesight 

and  was  totally  blind.  A  prayer  of  faith  was  offered 
and  an  administration  performed.  Immediately  follow¬ 
ing,  the  woman  lifted  her  eyelids  and  looked  into,  and 
SAW  the  eyes  of  one  of  the  Elders.  Through  the 
power  of  the  Priesthood  she  was  given  the  gift  of 

sight. 

Years  passed,  but  this  incident  still  penetrated  her 
memory.  Two  years  ago  she  began  to  investigate 
"Mormonism."  Meetings  were  held  in  her  home; 
she  studied  and  asked  questions.  After  a  thorough 
investigation  her  mind  was  in  a  state  of  pendency. 
She  knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  Her  own  wisdom 
and  judgment  told  her  she  was  investigating  the  truth, 
but  she  still  lacked  that  convincing  something.  She 
turned  to  the  Lord  in  fervent  prayer  and  she  received 
her  answer.  Wifh  all  humbleness  she  entered  info 
the  waters  of  baptism,  having  proven  to  herself  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT  :-E.  J.  Whiting, 
President. 

It  has  again  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  with 
us  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard.  On  October  25,  Elder 
Ballard,  while  on  his  tour  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission, 
came  to  this  district  and  dedicated  the  chapel  that 
has  just  been  completed  in  Franklin,  West  Virginia. 
Two  sessions  of  conference  were  held  and  they  were 
both  well  attended  and  much  was  gained  by  the  won¬ 
derful  sermons  of  Elder  Ballard. 

The  members  and  Elders  have  worked  for  the  past 
year  on  this  chapel  and  as  a  reward  for  their  efforts 
they  have  one  of  the  most  beautiful  country  chapels 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  WEST  VIRGINIA 

NORTH  DISTRICT  AT  THE  DEDICATION 
OF  THE  ZIGLER  BRANCH  CHAPEL 
OCTOBER  25,  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Allan  Woolley, 

Willis  Michaelson,  Glen  Judd. 

Center  Row:  Glen  Greenwood,  John  Haddock, 
Apostle  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  Donald  Lee,  District 
President;  George  Biggs. 

Back  Row:  Wayne  Curtis,  Vernon  Peterson, 

E.  J.  Whiting. 

in  the  state.  Elder  Woolley  and  others  have  spent 
months  among  these  Saints  building  and  establishing 
the  branch.  Elder  Willis  J.  Michaelson  and  George 
H.  Biggs  are  now  working  in  this  section  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  will  visit  this  branch  on  week  ends  and  help 
carry  on  their  Sunday  School,  M.  I.  A.  and  other 
activities. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT :- Elworth  Y.  Crossley, 
President. 

Let  us  scatter  Books  of  Mormon !  A  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon  was  left  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Millie  Farley  of 
Harlan,  Kentucky.  It  had  been  in  the  home  about  two 
years  before  she  started  reading  it.  Soon  after  she 
began  reading  it,  an  evil  spirit  of  opposition  seemed 
to  possess  her  husband  and  home.  She  continued 
and  has  now  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  and  Pearl  of  Great  Price  through.  She  had 
to  give  up  her  home  and  friends  because  of  her  be¬ 
lief,  but  she  says  it  is  worth  it  all  to  know  the  truth. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT :- Orval  Mecham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Through  the  diligent  efforts  of  the  missionaries  of 
this  district,  and  the  help  of  the  Lord,  many  of  our 
"was"  lost  members  have  been  located,  and  the 
Home  Sunday  School  Services  installed  in  many  of 
their  homes  during  the  summer  months. 

We  rejoice  greatly  over  the  many  blessings  and  faith 
promoting  experiences  we  have  received  during  the 
summer.  October  16  a  very  well  attended  conference 
was  held  at  Richardsville,  and  the  following  Sunday 
one  at  Sulphur  Well,  at  which  President  Tew  and  son 
were  present.  We  were  also  privileged  in  having 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  W.  Chambers  of  Golden  Pond 
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with  us  at  both  of  these  confe;ences.  Brother  Cham¬ 
bers  filled  a  short  term  mission  here  four  years  ago, 
and  although  he  has  been  released  from  that  calling, 
he  is  still  very  busily  engaged  in  missionary  activities. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Wallace  Wightman, 
President. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  President  William  T. 
Tew  and  Elder  Bassett  T.  Wright,  special  mission  rep¬ 
resentative,  with  us  on  October  15  and  16  sending 
forth  with  a  booming  start  the  M.  I.  A.  work  as  well 
as  three  sessions  of  conference  on  Sunday.  All  mis¬ 
sionaries  enjoyed  themselves  in  a  missionary  meeting 
where  district  problems  and  achievements  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  President  Tew  gave  us  added  incentive  to  go 
forth  doing  our  utmost  in  our  calling.  Everyone  talked 
of  the  benefit  given  them  by  the  clear,  strict  instruc¬ 
tions  of  our  speakers.  President  Tew  encouraged  the 
people  to  be  "self  reliant"  which  is  to  "be  prepared." 
"Be  an  oak,  not  a  vine,"  relying  on  self  rather  than 
hanging  on  to  others  for  support.  This  district  is 
blessed  with  much  talent  in  Mutual  Improvement 
workers.  This  year  our  ideal  is  to  make  it  the  best 
ever.  Let  us  be  watchmen  and  pray  often  for  strength 
to  perform  our  duties  and  appointments. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

The  present  is  an  age  of  pleasure-seeking,  and  men 
are  losing  their  sanity  in  the  mad  rush  for  sensation. 
In  this  day  of  counterfeits,  adulteration,  and  base  imi¬ 
tations,  the  devil  is  busy  manufacturing  pleasure  which 
is  most  attractively  offered  for  sale.  He  has  had  cen¬ 
turies  of  experience  and  practice  and  by  his  skill  he 
controls  the  market. 

Happiness  includes  all  that  is  desirable  and  of  true 
worth -it  is  genuine  gold,-  pleasure  is  but  gilded  brass 
which  corrodes  in  the  hand.  Happiness  is  like  true 
food,  wholesome,  nutritious  and  sweet;  it  builds  up 
the  body  physically,  mentally  and  spiritually.  Pleasure 
is  but  a  deceiving  stimulant  which  makes  one  think 
he  is  strong  when  in  reality,  he  is  weak. 

True  happiness  is  lived  over  and  over  again  in 
memory  with  a  renewal  of  the  original  good.  A  mo¬ 
ment  of  unholy  pleasure  may  leave  a  barbed  sting, 
which,  like  a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  is  an  ever-present 
source  of  anguish. 

The  missionaries  throughout  the  entire  district  report 
true  happiness  in  their  missionary  activities  as  they 
again  launch  forth  in  quest  of  the  honest  in  heart. 

NORTH  EAST  CAROLINA  DISTRICT: -Wendell  D. 
Leavitt,  President. 

The  missionaries  of  North  Carolina  East  have  entered 
their  winter  work  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm. 
Sisters  Hull  and  Payne  report  much  success  in  their 
work  in  Elizabeth  City,  especially  in  the  M.  I.  A. 
and  Primaries. 

Elders  Ewell  and  Cope  were  asked  to  address  the 
Methodist  Sunday  School  at  Benson,  while  finishing1 
up  work  for  the  summer  in  that  section.  Here  they 
had  the  opportunity  of  explaining  a  good  deal  about 
our  work.  They  then  went  to  Chinquapin  and  ar¬ 
ranged  a  conference  for  the  9th  of  October.  Elder 
Leavitt  addressed  about  200  people  at  one  session  and 
Elder  Thomas  Ewell  baptized  9  of  them.  A  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  on  Harkers  Island  the  16th  to  get 
the  work  started  for  these  two  Elders  there.  Elder4 
Buswell  favored  the  district  with  a  visit  at  this  time 
and  the  people  of  the  Island  were  very  glad  to  see 
him.  Sisters  Tew  and  Winger  .  also  attended  and  the 
Isladers  were  clamoring  for  more  lady  missionaries. 

A  conference  was  held  in  the  Edgecomb  County 
courthouse  at  Tarboro  on  October  23,  by  Elders  Wil¬ 
kinson  and  Harrit,  who  were  working  Rocky  Mount. 

Brother  A.  M.  Shingleton  of  Hampstead  was  kicked 
by  a  mule,  breaking  six  ribs.  We  wish  him  a  suc¬ 
cessful  recovery  so  he  can  carry  on  his  responsibilities 
in  that  branch. 

We  are  happy  fo  repori  fifteen  baptisms  for  the 
month.  John  Armstrong  Canady,  Lillie  Mae  Henderson, 
Lacy  Lee  Lanier,  Lue  Ella  Henderson,  Ola  Mae  Lloyd, 


Elna  Elizabeth  Maready,  Harvey  Giles  Lanier,  Ruby 
Jay  Henderson  and  Hazel  Cathalene  Henderson,  Doris 
Cartwright,  Kathrine  Cartwright,  James  Wiley  Granger, 
Norman  Granger  and  Audrey  Granger,  and  Alice  Elenor 
Bailey.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  good  people  in  the 
step  they  have  taken. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT:  -  Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

As  the  end  of  the  month  draws  near  we  take  time 
to  look  back  and  size  up  the  work  accomplished  this 
month  in  North  Carolina  West.  We  are  able  to  report 
that  we  had  the  privilege  of  welcoming  seven  worthy 
souls  into  the  Gospel  fold  by  way  of  faith,  repentance, 
baptism  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  in  confirmation. 
We  are  now  through  our  summer  work  and  have  our 
appointments  in  winter  work.  We  were  able  to  com¬ 
plete  nearly  all  the  summer  work  and  present  our 
complete  lists  of  genealogy.  Truly  it  is  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  and  think,  well  done. 

We  all  enjoyed  a  fine  missionary  spirit  when  the 
district  met  in  conference  at  Durham,  Sunday,  October 
29  and  30.  Two  sessions  were  held  on  Saturday  and 
some  very  timely  insrtuctions  were  given  by  each 
missionary  who  was  well  prepared  on  a  special  sub¬ 
ject.  The  three  sessions  of  conference  held  on  Sunday 
were  very  entertaining  and  instructive.  Speakers  were 
chosen  and  appointed  to  be  well  informed  on  perti¬ 
nent  subjects. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Glen  B.  Greenwood,  from  American  Fork,  Utah,  to 
West  Virginia  North  District. 

Sadye  Amos  Lewis,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Virginia  West. 
Keith  H.  Brimhall,  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  W.  Tennessee. 
Jesse  D.  Terry,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to  E.  Tenn. 
Reeves  A.  Brady,  from  Manassa,  Colo.,  to  W.  Kentucky. 
Joseph  Bateman,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  N.  C.  West. 
John  Hopkin,  from  Afton,  Wyo.,  to  W.  Virginia  North. 
TRANSFERS 

Eldin  Ricks,  from  Virginia  E.  to  North  Carolina  East. 
Varion  Hodgkinson,  from  Virginia  E.  to  N.  Car.  East. 
Wayne  G.  Olson,  from  Kentucky  E.  to  Virginia  East. 
Wayne  Mumford,  from  Kentucky  E.  to  N.  Car.  West. 
Marion  D.  Lester,  from  W.  Va.  N.  to  Virginia  East. 
Allan  C.  Woolley,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Va.  East. 
Willis  J.  Michaelson,  from  E.  Tenn.  to  W.  Va.  North. 
Boyd  S.  Crabtree,  from  W.  Kentucky  to  Virginia  East. 
Elworth  Crossley,  from  N.  C.  West  to  Kentucky  East. 
Curtis  Fillmore,  from  Virginia  W.  to  North  Carolina  E. 
Donald  G.  Lee,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Kentucky  East. 
Vernon  H.  Peterson,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Va.  West. 
Mary  Lois  Andrews,  from  W.  Virginia  S.  to  Office. 
Helen  Moffett,  from  Virginia  West  to  W.  Virginia  S. 
Vard  G.  Harris,  from  N.  Car.  E.  to  Virginia  West. 
APPOINTMENTS 

E.  J.  Whiting -President  of  W.  Va.  North  District. 
Elworth  W.  Crossley  — President  Kentucky  East  District. 
Mary  Lois  Andrews  —  Primary  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Bassett  T.  Wright. 

Wm.  E.  Holfeltz. 

W.  Ralph  Shields. 

Gerald  M.  Wilkinson. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 

- »♦» 

GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


Seek  not  for  riches  but  for  wisdom,  and  behold,  the 
mysteries  of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto  you,  and  then, 
shall  you  be  made  rich.  Behold,  he  that  hath  eternal 
life  is  rich.  (6:7.) 


Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  wo  be  unto  him  that 
lieth  to  deceive  because  he  supposeth  that  another 
lieth  to  deceive,  for  such  are  not  exempt  from  the 
justice  of  God.  (10:28.) 
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with  us  at  both  of  these  confe:ence3.  Brother  Cham¬ 
bers  filled  a  short  term  mission  here  four  years  ago, 
and  although  he  has  been  released  from  that  calling, 
he  is  still  very  busily  engaged  in  missionary  activities. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  Wallace  Wighiman, 
President. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  President  William  T. 
Tew  and  Elder  Bassett  T.  Wright,  special  mission  rep¬ 
resentative,  with  us  on  October  15  and  16  sending 
forth  with  a  booming  start  the  M.  I.  A.  work  as  well 
as  three  sessions  of  conference  on  Sunday.  All  mis¬ 
sionaries  enjoyed  themselves  in  a  missionary  meeting 
where  district  problems  and  achievements  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  President  Tew  gave  us  added  incentive  to  go 
forth  doing  our  utmost  in  our  calling.  Everyone  talked 
of  the  benefit  given  them  by  the  clear,  strict  instruc¬ 
tions  of  our  speakers.  President  Tew  encouraged  the 
people  to  be  "self  reliant"  which  is  to  "be  prepared." 
"Be  an  oak,  not  a  vine,"  relying  on  self  rather  than 
hanging  on  to  others  for  support.  This  district  is 
blessed  with  much  talent  in  Mutual  Improvement 
workers.  This  year  our  ideal  is  to  make  it  the  best 
ever.  Let  us  be  watchmen  and  pray  often  for  strength 
to  perform  our  duties  and  appointments. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

The  present  is  ah  age  of  pleasure-seeking,  and  men 
are  losing  their  sanity  in  the  mad  rush  for  sensation. 
In  this  day  of  counterfeits,  adulteration,  and  base  imi¬ 
tations,  the  devil  is  busy  manufacturing  pleasure  which 
is  most  attraclively  offered  for  sale.  He  has  had  cen¬ 
turies  of  experience  and  practice  and  by  his  skill  he 
controls  the  market. 

Happiness  includes  all  that  is  desirable  and  of  true 
worth  — it  is  genuine  gold;  pleasure  is  but  gilded  brass 
which  corrodes  in  the  hand.  Happiness  is  like  true 
food,  wholesome,  nutritious  and  sweet;  it  builds  up 
the  body  physically,  mentally  and  spiritually.  Pleasure 
is  but  a  deceiving  stimulant  which  makes  one  think 
he  is  strong  when  in  reality,  he  is  weak. 

True  happiness  is  lived  over  and  over  again  in 
memory  with  a  renewal  of  the  original  good.  A  mo¬ 
ment  of  unholy  pleasure  may  leave  a  barbed  sling, 
which,  like  a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  is  an  ever-present 
source  of  anguish. 

The  missionaries  throughout  the  entire  district  report 
true  happiness  in  their  missionary  activities  as  they 
again  launch  forth  in  quest  of  the  honest  in  heart. 

NORTH  EAST  CAROLINA  DISTRICT :  -Wendell  D. 
Leavitt,  President. 

The  missionaries  of  North  Carolina  East  have  entered 
their  winter  work  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm. 
Sisters  Hull  and  Payne  report  much  success  in  their 
work  in  Elizabeth  City,  especially  in  the  M.  I.  A. 
and  Primaries. 

Elders  Ewell  and  Cope  were  asked  to  address  the 
Methodist  Sunday  School  at  Benson,  while  finishing- 
up  work  for  the  summer  in  that  section.  Here  they 
had  the  opportunity  of  explaining  a  good  deal  about 
our  work.  They  then  went  to  Chinquapin  and  ar¬ 
ranged  a  conference  for  the  9th  of  October.  Elder 
Leavitt  addressed  about  200  people  at  one  session  and 
Elder  Thomas  Ewell  baptized  9  of  them.  A  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  on  Harkers  Island  the  16th  to  get 
the  work  started  for  these  two  Elders  there.  Elder' 
Buswell  favored  the  district  with  a  visit  at  this  time 
and  the  people  of  the  Island  were  very  glad  to  see 
him.  Sisters  Tew  and  Winger .  also  attended  and  the 
Isladers  were  clamoring  for  more  lady  missionaries. 

A  conference  was  held  in  the  Edgecomb  County 
courthouse  at  Tarboro  on  October  23,  by  Elders  Wil¬ 
kinson  and  Harrit,  who  were  working  Rocky  Mount. 

Brother  A.  M.  Shingleion  of  Hampstead  was  kicked 
by  a  mule,  breaking  six  ribs.  We  wish  him  a  suc¬ 
cessful  recovery  so  he  can  carry  on  his  responsibilities 
in  that  branch. 

We  are  happy  to  report  fifteen  baptisms  for  the 
month.  John  Armstrong  Canady,  Lillie  Mae  Henderson, 
Lacy  Lee  Lanier,  Lue  Ella  Henderson,  Ola  Mae  Lloyd, 


Elna  Elizabeth  Maready,  Harvey  Giles  Lanier,  Ruby 
Jay  Henderson  and  Hazel  Cathalene  Henderson,  Doris 
Cartwright,  Kathrine  Cartwright,  James  Wiley  Granger, 
Norman  Granger  and  Audrey  Granger,  and  Alice  Elenor 
Bailey.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  good  people  in  the 
step  they  have  taken. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT:  -  Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

As  the  end  of  the  month  draws  near  we  take  time 
to  look  back  and  size  up  the  work  accomplished  this 
month  in  North  Carolina  West.  We  are  able  to  report 
that  we  had  the  privilege  of  welcoming  seven  worthy 
souls  into  the  Gospel  fold  by  way  of  faith,  repentance, 
baptism  and  the  laying  on  of  hands  in  confirmation. 
We  are  now  through  our  summer  work  and  have  our 
appointments  in  winter  work.  We  were  able  to  com¬ 
plete  nearly  all  the  summer  work  and  present  our 
complete  lists  of  genealogy.  Truly  it  is  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  and  think,  well  done. 

We  all  enjoyed  a  fine  missionary  spirit  when  the 
district  met  in  conference  at  Durham,  Sunday,  October 
29  and  30.  Two  sessions  were  held  on  Saturday  and 
some  very  timely  insrtuctions  were  given  by  each 
missionary  who  was  well  prepared  on  a  special  sub¬ 
ject.  The  three  sessions  of  conference  held  on  Sunday 
were  very  entertaining  and  instructive.  Speakers  were 
chosen  and  appointed  to  be  well  informed  on  perti¬ 
nent  subjects. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Glen  B.  Greenwood,  from  American  Fork,  Utah,  to 
West  Virginia  North  District. 

Sadye  Amos  Lewis,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Virginia  West. 
Keith  H.  Brimhall,  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  W.  Tennessee. 
Jesse  D.  Terry,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to  E.  Tenn. 
Reeves  A.  Brady,  from  Manassa,  Colo.,  to  W.  Kentucky. 
Joseph  Bateman,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  N.  C.  West. 
John  Hopkin,  from  Afton,  Wyo.,  to  W.  Virginia  North. 
TRANSFERS 

Eldin  Ricks,  from  Virginia  E.  to  North  Carolina  East. 
Varion  Hodgkinson,  from  Virginia  E.  to  N.  Car.  East. 
Wayne  G.  Olson,  from  Kentucky  E.  to  Virginia  East. 
Wayne  Mumford,  from  Kentucky  E.  to  N.  Car.  West. 
Marion  D.  Lester,  from  W.  Va.  N.  to  Virginia  East. 
Allan  C.  Woolley,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Va.  East. 
Willis  J.  Michaelson,  from  E.  Tenn.  to  W.  Va.  North. 
Boyd  S.  Crabtree,  from  W.  Kentucky  to  Virginia  East. 
Elworth  Crossley,  from  N.  C.  West  to  Kentucky  East. 
Curtis  Fillmore,  from  Virginia  W.  to  North  Carolina  E. 
Donald  G.  Lee,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Kentucky  East. 
Vernon  H.  Peterson,  from  W.  Virginia  N.  to  Va.  West. 
Mary  Lois  Andrews,  from  W.  Virginia  S.  to  Office. 
Helen  Moffett,  from  Virginia  West  to  W.  Virginia  S. 
Vard  G.  Harris,  from  N.  Car.  E.  to  Virginia  West. 
APPOINTMENTS 

E.  J.  Whiting -President  of  W.  Va.  North  District. 
Elworth  W.  Crossley -President  Kentucky  East  District. 
Mary  Lois  Andrews  — Primary  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Bassett  T.  Wright. 

Wm.  E.  Holfeltz. 

W.  Ralph  Shields. 

Gerald  M.  Wilkinson. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


Seek  not  for  riches  but  for  wisdom,  and  behold,  the 
mysteries  of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto  you,  and  then 
shall  you  be  made  rich.  Behold,  he  that  hath  eternal 
life  is  rich.  (6:7.) 


Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  wo  be  unto  him  that 
lieth  to  deceive  because  he  supposeth  that  another 
lieth  to  deceive,  for  such  are  not  exempt  from  the 
justice  of  God.  (10:28.) 


Mission  Miscetlanea 


MY  "HOUR  OF  PRAYER" 

By  Louise  L.  Currie,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

I  did  not  go  to  Church  today, 

Perhaps  'twas  wrong  to  stay  away; 

But  with  the  radio  as  my  guide 
I  wandered  far  — where  those  abide 
Who  worship  God  with  prayer  and  song  — 

I  let  myself  just  float  along. 

Salt  Lake  City  claimed  me  first 
Three  hundred  voices,  sending  forth 
Their  mighty  waves  of  song,  to  please, 

Ah,  surely,  I  may  join  with  these, 

Whose  music  travels  with  such  zest 
From  out  "The  Cross-roads  of  the  West!” 

Then  words,  most  earnest,  recommend 
Our  Constitution  we  defend. 

"Fear  God"  and  "Make  the  Lord  your  Friend," 
Were  phrases  that  one  must  attend. 

A  "Melody  of  Rubenstein" 

Came  like  a  voice,  from  the  Organ  fine, 

So  sweet,  so  pure,  so  very  clear/ 

It  seemed  He  must  be  very  near. 

A  prayer  for  GUIDANCE  and  for  PEACE/ 

Oh  would  that  all  the  wars  would  cease  — 

Then  silence  .  .  .  and  only  Music's  grace 
Followed,  across  those  miles  of  space. 

Yes  — now,  I  think  — I  can  declare 

That  I  have  found  my  "Hour  of  Prayer." 


SISTER  CAROLYN  ELLS  BAPTIZED  AT  THE  AGE  OF  92 
By  Elder  Percy  L.  Collyer 

It  was  a  beautiful,  quiet  summer  morning  in  Frank¬ 
fort,  Kentucky,  when  a  baby  girl,  Carolyn  Douglas, 
came  into  the  world.  She  was  born  July  4,  1846, 
ninety-two  years  ago,  in  a  prosperous,  generous  home. 
Her  dear  mother  gave  her  life  in  bringing  little  Carrie 
and  her  twin  brother  into  the  world.  Her  father  had 
died  of  fever  three  months  previous  to  this  date.  So, 
at  birth,  little  Carrie  was  left  in  the  big  world  without 
father  or  mother. 

A  few  years  before  this  time  two  brothers  of  one 
family  had  married  sisters  of  another  family  and 
Carrie's  parents  were  one  of  these  couples.  Carrie's 
uncle  and  aunt  had  no  children  of  their  own,  so 
they  assumed  the  responsibility  of  rearing  these 
youngsters,  their  brother's  and  sister's  children.  Soon 
this  happy  little  family  moved  to  Galveston,  Texas, 
where  they  made  their  home  for  some  years.  This  is 
where  Carrie  grew  up  and  spent  most  of  her  girlhood 
days.  She  was  loved  and  favored  by  her  foster  par¬ 
ents,  and  given  all  the  benefits  that  money  could  buy. 

At  the  early  age  of  eleven,  Carrie  and  her  twin 
brother,  took  the  dread  fever,  so  prevalent  at  that 
day  and  in  their  location.  She  alone  survived  the 
attack.  Her  uncle  and  aunt  traveled  much  for  the 
following  few  months  in  order  to  help  her  regain 
her  strength  and  health  and  get  control  of  her  mind 
after  this  great  ordeal.  Traveling  through  the  foreign 
countries  of  Mexico  and  Cuba  and  visiting  many  in¬ 
teresting  sections  of  our  own  country  helped  little 
Carrie  build  that  strong,  determined,  courageous  spirit 
she  has  today. 

In  1868,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  Carrie  Douglas 
married  a  very  prominent  doctor  of  that  time  and  in 
that  section,  Doctor  Henry  C.  Reno.  Dr.  Reno  engaged 
the  bridal  chamber  on  a  steamer  bound  for  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  he  and  his  pretty  bride  honeymooned  down 
the  Mississippi.  For  a  short  time  this  happy  couple 
lived  in  Galveston/  they  then  moved  to  New  Orleans 
and  there  Dr.  Reno  successfully  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession.  On  account  of  his  health  he  was  compelled 
to  move  with  his  bride  to  St.  Louis  where  they  lived 
for  a  short  time/  but  for  health  reasons  he  again  felt 


it  best  to  settle  in  a  more  northern  part  of  the  United 
States.  So,  in  1889,  the  year  of  the  great  destructive 
fire  in  Spokane,  they  moved  to  that  city,  where  they 
lived  the  balance  of  their  twenty-two  years  together. 
Here  Dr.  Reno  became  the  President  of  the  Doctor's 
Medical  Association,  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Reno  lived 
very  happily  and  comfortably.  Dr.  Reno  passed  away 
in  1893  and  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Green- 
lawn  Cemetery  at  Spokane. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  later  Carried  married  Mr. 
Thomas  G.  Warren,  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  and  a 
prominent  attorney-at-law  in  the  city  of  Spokane.  Mr. 
Warren,  as  a  professional  man  and  as  a  neighbor,  was 


SISTER  CAROLYN  ELLS  AND  ELDER 
PERCY  L.  COLLYER 


loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  This  union  brought  many 
distinct  honors  to  Mrs.  Warren  and  many  national 

personalities  were  royally  entertained  in  her  home. 
Her  early  rearing  and  her  discriminate  mind  laid  the 
firm  foundation  for  the  culture  that  characterizes  her 
today.  But  this  happy  union  was  broken  by  Mr. 

Warren's  death. 

About  twelve  months  passed  when  Mrs.  Warren 

became  the  bride  of  a  very  distinguished  music  pro¬ 
fessor  and  scholar  of  the  day,  Robert  S.  Ells  and  to¬ 
gether  they  made  their  home  in  Spokane  and  other 
parts  of  the  state  of  Washington.  Mr.  Ells  was  very 
kind  and  considerate  of  his  wife  as  also  her  other 
husbands  had  been.  In  1913  he  died  and  Mrs.  Ells 

has  never  again  remarried.  She  has  lived  in  Spokane 
since  that  time  and  today  is  in  good  health  and  enjoys 
almost  perfect  preservation  of  faculties.  Her  sweet 
spirit  encircles  with  love  all  who  come  near  her. 
She  is  a  lovely  lady  who  can  truthfully  say  with 
pride  that  she  has  seen  and  enjoyed  life  in  its  fulness. 

Sister  Ells,  for  some  time  has  investigated  "Mormon- 
ism"  and  has  had  fast  friends  in  our  Church.  On  July 
20,  1938,  she  was  baptized  by  Elder  Percy  L.  Collyer 
in  the  baptismal  font  in  Spokane.  Although  ninety- 
two  years  of  age  she  is  most  regular  in  her  at¬ 
tendance  at  meeting.  Her  activities  are  numerous  in 
the  Church  and  her  spirit  and  testimony  are  inspiring 
to  all  who  know  her. 


King  Benjamin  s  Thanksgiving  Proclamation 


MY  BRETHREN,  all  ye  that  have  assembled  yourselves  together, 
you  that  can  hear  my  words  which  I  shall  speak  unto  you 
this  day,-  for  I  have  not  commanded  you  to  come  up  hither 
to  trifle  with  the  words  which  I  shall  speak,  but  that  you  should 
hearken  unto  me,  and  open  your  ears  that  ye  may  hear,  and  your 
hearts  that  ye  may  understand,  .  .  . 

Behold,  ye  have  called  me  your  king,-  and  if  I,  whom  ye  call 
your  king,  do  labor  to  serve  you,  then  ought  not  ye  to  labor  to  serve 
one  another? 

And  behold  also,  if  I,  whom  ye  call  your  king,  who  has  spent 
his  days  in  your  service,  and  yet  has  been  in  the  service  of  God, 
do  merit  any  thanks  from  you,  O  how  you  ought  to  thank  your 
heavenly  King! 

I  say  unto  you,  my  brethren,  that  if  you  should  render  all  the 
thanks  and  praise  which  your  whole  soul  has  power  to  possess,  to 
that  God  who  has  created  you,  and  has  kept  and  preserved  you, 
and  has  caused  that  ye  should  rejoice,  and  has  granted  that  ye 
should  live  in  peace  one  with  another — 

I  say  unto  you  that  if  ye  should  serve  him  who  has  created 
you  from  the  beginning,  and  is  preserving  you  from  day  to  day, 
by  lending  you  breath,  that  ye  may  live  and  move  and  do  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  own  will,  and  even  supporting  you  from  one  moment 
to  another — I  say,  if  ye  should  serve  him  with  all  your  whole  souls 
yet  ye  would  be  unprofitable  servants. 

And  behold,  all  that  he  requires  of  you  is  to  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments,-  and  he  has  promised  you  that  if  ye  would  keep  his 
commandments  ye  should  prosper  in  the  land,-  and  he  never  doth 
vary  from  that  which  he  hath  said;  therefore,  if  ye  do  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  he  doth  bless  you  and  prosper  you. 

And  now,  in  the  first  place,  he  hath  created  you,  and  granted 
unto  you  your  lives,  for  which  ye  are  indebted  unto  him. 

And  secondly,  he  doth  require  that  ye  should  do  as  he  hath 
commanded  you,-  for  which  if  ye  do,  he  doth  immediately  bless 
you,-  and  therefore  he  hath  paid  you.  And  ye  are  still  indebted 
unto  him,  and  are,  and  will  be,  forever  and  ever,-  therefore,  of  what 
have  ye  to  boast? — Book  of  Mormon,  Mosiah  2:9-25. 


The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  subjected  to  more  than  a  hundred  years  of 
friendly  and  unfriendly  research.  Its  position  is  stronger  and  more  favorable 
today  than  ever  before -time  is  a  friend  of  truth. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  Richard  R.  Lyman 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  1938 

(Broadcast  as  Columbia's  "Church  of  the  Air"  Feature) 


ooo 


It  is  the  belief  and  conviction 
of  the  Church  that  as  a  result 
of  our  missionary  work,  the 
Mountain  of  the  Lord's  House, 
which  was  to  be  established 
in  the  top  of  the  mountains,  is 
here  built;  that  the  kingdom 
spoken  of  by  Daniel  to  be 
established  by  the  God  of 
Heaven,  to  stand  forever,  is  the 
Church  here  established  through 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 


OOO 


ooo 


For  the  important  work  which 
ancient  prophets  said  would 
come  to  pass  "in  these  last 
days,"  it  is  our  conviction 
that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  will  pave 
the  way,  and  that  in  bringing 
about  that  peace  on  earth 
which  Christ  Himself  came  to 
bring,  the  missionary  system  of 
the  Church  will  play  a  most 
important  part. 


OOO 


O  YE  INTO  ALL  THE  WORLD,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature/' 
It  (Mark  16:15).  This  was  the  final  injunction  of  Jesus  the  Son  of  God. 

Sixty  thousand  Mormon  missionaries  have  heeded  this  admonition.  And 
nearly  sixty  thousand  have  declared  that  the  years  they  spent  in  the  mission  field 
were  the  happiest  years  of  their  lives. 

When  the  religion  of  a  people  evolves  full,  useful,  joyous  living,  when  their  re¬ 
ligious  philosophy  extends  unbounded  promise  of  eternal  progression,  when  it  points 
the  way  to  that  righteousness  which  fills  men’s  hearts  to  overflowing  with  joy  and 
gratitude,  then  the  call  for  them  to  share  these  experiences  with  their  fellowmen  i$ 
regarded  as  a  privilege  rather  than  as  a  duty  or  a  command. 

The  interest  of  the  members  of  the  Mormon  Church  in  missionary  work,  from 
its  very  inception  in  1830,  has  gone  forward  with  ever-increasing  intensity  and  Church 
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members  are  continuing  to  give  to  this 
great  cause  a  surprisingly  large  percentage 
of  both  their  time  and  their  money. 

Approximately  2,000  young  men  and 
women  are  maintained  in  the  mission  field 
all  the  time.  Their  parents,  their  friends 
and  these  young  people  themselves  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  their  maintenance  while  they 
labor  as  missionaries.  The  actual  neces¬ 
sary  cash  outlay  is  roughly  $1.50  per  day 
per  missionary.  This  means  a  daily  cash 
expenditure  of  $3,000.00,  or  an  annual 
cost  in  cash  of  $1,095,000.00.  If  on  an 
average  the  missionary's  time  is  worth 
$3.00  per  day,  this  means  an  addi¬ 
tional  sacrifice  of  $2,190,000.00  per 
year,  or  a  total  annual  expenditure  of 
$3,285,000.00.  This  sum,  which  faith¬ 
ful  members  of  the  Church  contribute  for 
the  good  of  their  fellowmen  must  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  a  mighty  gift  from  a 
Church  membership  of  but  750,000. 

The  sacrifices  made  are  often  very  great. 
Widows,  in  many  cases,  toil  to  maintain 
their  sons  in  the  mission  field.  Many 
young  women  struggle  at  various  kinds 
of  labor  in  order  to  help  pay  the  expenses 
of  their  brothers  or  their  young  husbands. 
Priesthood  quorums,  wards  and  other 
Church  groups  contribute  to  missionary 
funds  and  sometimes  the  well-to-do  open 
their  hearts  and  open  their  purses  and 
maintain  as  missionaries  some  worthy  and 
capable  Church  members  who  are  not  able 
financially  to  pay  their  own  way. 

There  is  scarcely  a  family  anywhere  in 
the  Church  that  has  not  borne  and  has 
not  borne  gladly  a  share  of  this  burden. 
Many  families  have  sent  more  than  one 
missionary  into  the  field  at  the  same  time, 
and  many  have  also  sent  one  after  another 
until  all  their  sons  have  rendered  service. 
One  father  has  performed  four  different 
missions  himself  and  his  wife  has  per¬ 
formed  one.  Together  they  have  sent  all 
of  their  five  sons  and  three  of  their  four 
daughters  into  the  mission  field  and  in  ad¬ 
dition  they  have  given  assistance  to  two 
other  missionary  relatives.  This  family 
therefore  has  to  its  credit  the  equivalent  of 
maintaining  one  missionary  in  the  field 
for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years. 
The  value  in  money  of  the  missionary 
service  contributed  by  this  one  family  on 
the  basis  above  explained  is  $65,700.00. 
Such  sacrifices  made  by  people  who  never 
have  had  a  dollar  they  did  not  earn  by 
honest  effort  tend  to  prove  that  when 


people  are  genuinely  converted  to  the  cause 
of  the  Master  there  appears  to  be  no  sac¬ 
rifice  they  will  not  make  for  its  advance¬ 
ment. 

Those  having  in  their  souls,  a  testimony 
and  conviction  that  the  original  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  restored  “in  these 
last  days"  through  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  and,  that  it  must  be  preached  in  all 
the  world  “to  every  nation  and  kindred 
and  tongue  and  people,"  as  the  scriptures 
say,  feel  a  personal  responsibility  for  car¬ 
rying  out  the  instructions  of  Jesus  the  Son 
of  God. 

Mormon  missionaries  devote  themselves 
faithfully  to  a  study  of  the  Bible  and 
other  inspired  literature  and  they  struggle 
to  live  in  accordance  with  the  high  stand¬ 
ards  and  ideals  set  forth  therein.  By  their 
efforts  to  teach  to  others  the  fundamentals 
of  righteous  living,  they  strengthen  and 
fortify  themselves  in  their  own  high  ideals 
and  standards.  Teaching  of  Christian  vir¬ 
tues  has  impressed  on  the  missionaries 
themselves  the  importance  and  the  value 
of  living  in  conformity  with  the  ideals 
and  standards  of  the  Church,  and  the  high 
degree  of  spirituality  found  in  the  mission 
field  has  brought  into  their  hearts  a  satis¬ 
fying  knowledge,  testimony  and  certainty 
concerning  the  restored  Gospel  message 
which  only  the  light  and  inspiration  of 
Heaven  can  bring. 

Our  missionaries  have  been  humble  men 
and  humble  women.  They  have  not,  ex¬ 
cept  in  very  rare  instances,  been  trained 
theological  scholars.  Perhaps  their  con¬ 
duct,  their  ideals  and  their  standards  of 
living  have  been  more  effective  in  some 
cases  as  factors  of  conversion  than  have 
the  words  which  they  have  spoken.  The 
simple,  straight-forward  manner  in  which 
these  missionaries  live,  teach  and  preach 
you  must  admit  is  the  method  of  Christ 
Himself.  And  furthermore,  that  message 
has  not  changed.  The  Gospel  today  is  the 
same  Gospel  which  the  Savior  taught. 
Being  the  truth  it  will  endure  unchanged 
forever. 

The  European  Mission  of  the  Church, 
whose  affairs  in  a  general  way  I  have  di¬ 
rected  as  its  president  during  the  past  two 
years,  consists  of  twelve  separate  and  dis¬ 
tinct  missions  which  are  located  in  sixteen 
different  nations  of  the  Eastern  Hemi¬ 
sphere.  The  geographical  area  it  covers 
is  bounded  by  and  includes  South  Africa 
on  the  south,  Palestine  and  Czechoslovakia 
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on  the  east,  Norway  on  the  north  and 
Ireland  on  the  west.  Each  of  these  twelve 
different  missions  has  its  affairs  carefully 
directed  and  its  work  carefully  supervised 
by  an  able  and  experienced  mission  presi¬ 
dent  who  has  had  years  of  effective  train¬ 
ing  in  the  different  branches  of  Church 
activity.  Mission  presidents  are  called 
from  ordinary  pursuits  and  give  three  or 
more  years  of  service  without  compensa¬ 
tion  other  than  payment  of  mere  expenses. 

In  general  our  elders  are  kindly  received 
and  fairly  treated  in  all  of  the  sixteen  dif¬ 
ferent  countries  included  in  the  European 
Mission.  Old  prejudices  have  largely  dis¬ 
appeared. 

Last  year  President  Heber  J.  Grant, 
world-wide  head  of  the  Mormon  Church, 
visited  all  of  the  missions  in  the  European 
Mission  except  South  Africa  and  Palestine. 
He  was  greeted  everywhere  by  the  people 
and  by  the  press  with  hearty  words  of 
welcome.  Members  of  the  Church  and 
their  friends  came  out  in  large  numbers 
to  see  and  to  hear  him. 

The  missionaries  live  in  accordance  with 
that  great  fundamental  teaching  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Church  appearing  in  our  twelfth 
Article  of  Faith,  namely:  “We  believe  in 
being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates,  in  obeying,  honoring, 
and  sustaining  the  law."  They  refrain 
from  discussing  governments  or  govern¬ 
mental  policies  and  they  are  all  instructed 
positively  not  to  participate  in  the  politics 
of.  the  countries  where  they  labor.  They 
are  sent  forth  to  give  purpose  to  living, 
to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  present 
and  to  inspire  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
hope  for  the  future. 

The  Gospel  transforms  many  from  an 
aimless  life  into  a  life  of  purpose;  it  teaches 
thrift  and  industry  to  those  who  are  poor; 
to  those  who  are  rich  it  brings  the  blessed 
unselfishness  of  sharing;  it  teaches  to  the 
indolent  the  gospel  of  work;  it  brings 
courage,  hope  and  ambition  into  the  souls 
of  those  who  are  cast  down;  it  fills  the 
heart  of  the  sinner  with  the  glorious  gospel 
of  repentance;  it  brings  joy,  happiness  and 
satisfaction  into  the  hearts  of  men  and 
women  by  instructing  them  how  to  live 
in  accordance  with  the  unselfish  and  sat¬ 
isfying  ways  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

While  large  sums  have  been  expended 
in  both  time  and  money  and  great  sacri¬ 
fices  have  been  made  to  maintain  our  many 
missionaries  in  their  fields  of  labor,  rich 


and  rare  compensation  for  this  expenditure 
has  been  realized  again  and  again  in  many 
different  ways.  The  great  spiritual  de¬ 
velopment  and  uplift  these  elders  have  re¬ 
ceived  has  brought  into  their  souls,  and 
into  the  lives  of  Saints  and  converts  also, 
as  the  scriptures  say,  that  “peace  of  God 
which  passeth  all  understanding."  (Phil. 
4:7.) 

But  not  by  any  means  do  all  of  the 
blessings  that  come  as  a  result  of  mission¬ 
ary  effort  come  to  the  elders  themselves 
to  the  Saints  in  the  mission  field  or  to 
those  who  have  been  converted.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  rich,  broadening  and  deepen¬ 
ing  experience  missionaries  get  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  field,  the  homes  of  the  communities 
which  send  them  forth  receive  from  these 
missionaries,  after  their  return,  the  advan¬ 
tage  and  benefit  of  the  experience,  judg¬ 
ment,  richer  personalities,  culture  and  pol¬ 
ish  which  worldwide  travel  lends. 

Boys  from  the  country,  from  the  field, 
and  from  the  herd  acquire  that  education 
and  refinement  which  extensive  travel  and 
contact  with  great  historic  centers  and 
metropolitan  life  always  seem  to  bring. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  young  men  who 
have  been  brought  up  in  the  city  are  often¬ 
times  given  that  broadening  experience  and 
training  which  those  are  sure  to  get  who 
participate  in  the  rigors  of  primitive  life 
to  which  many  missionaries  are  subjected. 
It  is  certain  that  in  no  other  section  of  the 
country  is  the  percentage  so  great  of  those 
who  have  traveled  and  have  seen  the  world 
as  in  Mormon  communities. 

While  enlarged  information,  experience 
and  polish  are  important,  at  the  same  time, 
at  most,  these  are  but  secondary.  The  out¬ 
standing  feature  of  missionary  work  is  the 
great  exhilarating  spiritual  uplift,  inspira¬ 
tion  and  ambition  which  it  brings,  com¬ 
bined  with  that  stabilized  character  which 
it  produces  in  the  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood  of  the  Church. 

Imagine  the  extent,  importance  and  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  this  missionary  training  and 
experience  when  we  have,  as  at  present, 
missionaries  laboring  in  Argentina,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Canada,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  Denmark,  France,  Germany, 
Great  Britain,  Hawaii,  India,  Japan, 
Mexico,  The  Netherlands,  New  Zealand, 
Norway,  Palestine,  Syria,  Samoa,  South 
Africa,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Tahiti,  Ton¬ 
ga,  and  all  of  the  States  of  the  United 
States. 
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These  workers  of  righteousness  scat¬ 
tered  as  they  thus  are  all  around  the  world 
learn  not  only  to  respect  the  many  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  and  classes  of  people  with 
whom  they  live  and  labor,  but  they  ac¬ 
quire  for  them  genuine  admiration  and  af¬ 
fection  and  for  them  they  have  hearts 
filled  with  praise  and  commendation. 
They  have  learned  that  great  fundamental 
principle  that  in  general  one  needs  only 
to  know  his  neighbor  in  order  to  like  him. 

Our  returned  missionaries  are  found  in 
practically  every  large  city  of  America, 
yes,  in  every  section  of  the  nation.  With 
their  deep  interest  in  and  their  genuine  af¬ 
fection  for  humanity,  they  are  invariably 
ambassadors  of  good  will  from  the  various 
countries  in  which  they  have  labored,  and 
they  therefore  tend  to  create  a  sympathetic 
feeling  for  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  people  with  whom,  as  missionaries, 
they  became  so  intimately  acquainted. 
Thus  these  young  men  and  women  create 
an  impression  for  good.  They  play  an 
important  part  in  influencing  public  opin¬ 
ion.  Two-thirds  of  them  are  college 
graduates  or  university  students.  After 
their  return,  many  of  them  take  front 
rank  in  civic,  educational  and  religious  af¬ 
fairs.  Some  become  mayors  of  our  cities, 
governors  and  legislators  in  our  States, 
judges  on  the  bench,  and  influential  and 
powerful  national  congressmen  and  sena¬ 
tors.  They  hold  professorships  in  our 
seats  of  learning  and  become  distinguished 
men  of  science.  With  one  thousand  of 
these  returning  annually  from  the  various 
countries  of  the  world,  they  are  sure  to 
wield  an  influence  that  will  be  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  helping  advance  the  great 
cause  of  good  will  among  men  and  na¬ 
tions. 

It  is  the  belief  and  conviction  of  our 
Church  that  as  a  result  of  our  missionary 
work  the  Mountain  of  the  Lord’s  House, 
which  prophets  said  anciently  was  to  be 
established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
is  here  built.  It  is  our  conviction  that  the 
kingdom  spoken  of  by  Daniel  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  which  is 
never  to  be  destroyed  but  which  is  to 
stand  forever,  is  the  Church  here  estab¬ 
lished  in  these  modern  times,  "in  these  last 
days,"  under  the  direction  of  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  revelations  given  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  practically  ev¬ 
ery  nation  in  the  world  is  preparing  for 


war,  or  for  defense,  at  a  rate  and  at  a  cost 
unknown  and  unequaled  before  in  all  his¬ 
tory,  it  is  our  conviction  that  the  last  days 
are  here  in  which,  as  the  prophets  say,  the 
God  of  Jacob  is  to  judge  among  many  na¬ 
tions  and  rebuke  strong  nations  afar  off; 
that  the  day  is.  coming  when  nations  are 
to  beat  their  swords  into  plow-shares  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  when 
nation  will  not  lift  up  sword  against  na¬ 
tion  and  when  nations  will  not  learn  war 
any  more,  "but  they  shall  sit  every  man 
under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree;  and 
none  shall  make  them  afraid :  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  spoken 
it."  (Micah  4:4.) 

For  the  mighty  and  important  work 
which  the  ancient  prophets  said  would 
come  to  pass  "in  these  last  days,"  it  is  our 
conviction  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  will  pave  the  way, 
and  that  in  bringing  about  that  great  final 
international  understanding,  that  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  men  which  Christ 
Himself  came  to  bring,  the  missionary  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Church  will  play  a  most  im¬ 
portant  part. 

And  it  is  our  further  conviction  that  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  here  established,  that 
the  Gospel  will  be  preached  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  all  the  world,  and  that  then  will 
come  again  the  Lord  of  Lords,  the  King 
of  Kings,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  reign  as 
King  forever  and  forever.  May  we  do 
well  our  part  to  speed  His  coming,  I  hum¬ 
bly  pray. 


YOU  HAVE  TO  BELIEVE 


You  have  io  believe  in  happiness, 

Or  happiness  never  comes. 

I  know  that  a  bird  chirps  none  the  less 
When  all  that  he  finds  is  crumbs. 

You  have  to  believe  the  buds  will  blow- 

Believe  in  the  grass  in  the  days  of  snow, 
Ah,  that's  the  reason  a  bird  can  sing- 
On  his  darkest  day  he  believes  in  Spring. 

You  have  to  believe  in  happiness- 
It  isn't  an  outward  thing. 

The  Spring  never  makes  the  song,  I  guess, 
As  much  as  the  song  the  Spring. 

Aye,  many  a  heart  could  find  content 

If  it  saw  the  joy  on  the  road  it  went, 

The  joy  ahead  when  it  had  to  grieve, 
For  the  joy  is  there -but  you  have  to 
believe. 


— Douglas  Malloch. 
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These  workers  of  righteousness  scat¬ 
tered  as  they  thus  are  all  around  the  world 
learn  not  only  to  respect  the  many  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  and  classes  of  people  with 
whom  they  live  and  labor,  but  they  ac¬ 
quire  for  them  genuine  admiration  and  af¬ 
fection  and  for  them  they  have  hearts 
filled  with  praise  and  commendation. 
They  have  learned  that  great  fundamental 
principle  that  in  general  one  needs  only 
to  know  his  neighbor  in  order  to  like  him. 

Our  returned  missionaries  are  found  in 
practically  every  large  city  of  America, 
yes,  in  every  section  of  the  nation.  With 
their  deep  interest  in  and  their  genuine  af¬ 
fection  for  humanity,  they  are  invariably 
ambassadors  of  good  will  from  the  various 
countries  in  which  they  have  labored,  and 
they  therefore  tend  to  create  a  sympathetic 
feeling  for  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  people  with  whom,  as  missionaries, 
they  became  so  intimately  acquainted. 
Thus  these  young  men  and  women  create 
an  impression  for  good.  They  play  an 
important  part  in  influencing  public  opin¬ 
ion.  Two-thirds  of  them  are  college 
graduates  or  university  students.  After 
their  return,  many  of  them  take  front 
rank  in  civic,  educational  and  religious  af¬ 
fairs.  Some  become  mayors  of  our  cities, 
governors  and  legislators  in  our  States, 
judges  on  the  bench,  and  influential  and 
powerful  national  congressmen  and  sena¬ 
tors.  They  hold  professorships  in  our 
seats  of  learning  and  become  distinguished 
men  of  science.  With  one  thousand  of 
these  returning  annually  from  the  various 
countries  of  the  world,  they  are  sure  to 
wield  an  influence  that  will  be  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  helping  advance  the  great 
cause  of  good  will  among  men  and  na¬ 
tions. 

It  is  the  belief  and  conviction  of  our 
Church  that  as  a  result  of  our  missionary 
work  the  Mountain  of  the  Lord’s  House, 
which  prophets  said  anciently  was  to  be 
established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
is  here  built.  It  is  our  conviction  that  the 
kingdom  spoken  of  by  Daniel  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  which  is 
never  to  be  destroyed  but  which  is  to 
stand  forever,  is  the  Church  here  estab¬ 
lished  in  these  modern  times,  “in  these  last 
days,”  under  the  direction  of  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  revelations  given  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  practically  ev¬ 
ery  nation  in  the  world  is  preparing  for 


war,  or  for  defense,  at  a  rate  and  at  a  cost 
unknown  and  unequaled  before  in  all  his¬ 
tory,  it  is  our  conviction  that  the  last  days 
are  here  in  which,  as  the  prophets  say,  the 
God  of  Jacob  is  to  judge  among  many  na¬ 
tions  and  rebuke  strong  nations  afar  off; 
that  the  day  is.  coming  when  nations  are 
to  beat  their  swords  into  plow-shares  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks,  when 
nation  will  not  lift  up  sword  against  na¬ 
tion  and  when  nations  will  not  learn  war 
any  more,  “but  they  shall  sit  every  man 
under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree;  and 
none  shall  make  them  afraid:  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  spoken 
it."  (Micah  4:4.) 

For  the  mighty  and  important  work 
which  the  ancient  prophets  said  would 
come  to  pass  “in  these  last  days,"  it  is  our 
conviction  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  will  pave  the  way, 
and  that  in  bringing  about  that  great  final 
international  understanding,  that  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  men  which  Christ 
Himself  came  to  bring,  the  missionary  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  Church  will  play  a  most  im¬ 
portant  part. 

And  it  is  our  further  conviction  that  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  here  established,  that 
the  Gospel  will  be  preached  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  all  the  world,  and  that  then  will 
come  again  the  Lord  of  Lords,  the  King 
of  Kings,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  to  reign  as 
King  forever  and  forever.  May  we  do 
well  our  part  to  speed  His  coming,  I  hum¬ 
bly  pray. 


YOU  HAVE  TO  BELIEVE 


You  have  to  believe  in  happiness, 

Or  happiness  never  comes. 

I  know  that  a  bird  chirps  none  the  less 
When  all  that  he  finds  is  crumbs. 

You  have  to  believe  the  buds  will  blow- 

Believe  in  the  grass  in  the  days  of  snow,- 
Ah,  that's  the  reason  a  bird  can  sing- 
On  his  darkest  day  he  believes  in  Spring. 

You  have  to  believe  in  happiness  - 
It  isn't  an  outward  thing. 

The  Spring  never  makes  the  song,  I  guess, 
As  much  as  the  song  the  Spring. 

Aye,  many  a  heart  could  find  content 

If  it  saw  the  joy  on  the  road  it  went, 

The  joy  ahead  when  it  had  to  grieve, 
For  the  joy  is  there -but  you  have  to 
believe. 


— Douglas  Malloch. 
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PRESERVING  MISSIONARY  IDEALS 
AT  COLLEGE 

By  FRANCIS  M.  HENDERSON,  Provo,  Utah 

The  spirit  and  ideals  of  missionary 
life  are  being  displayed  on  the  campus  of 
Brigham  Young  University  by  returned 
missionaries,  who,  in  additoin  to  their 
studies,  are  finding  time  for  preaching  and 
other  constructive  activities.  The  endeav¬ 
ors  of  these  young  men  and  women  are 
directed  by  fraternities  and  clubs  that  have 
been  organized  by  more  than  a  hundred 
former  missionaries  now  attending  the 
university. 

The  oldest  and  largest  missionary  group 
on  the  campus  is  Delta  Phi,  a  national 
honorary  fraternity  for  men  who  have 
served  six  months  or  more  in  the  mission 
field.  Its  purpose  is  to  foster  spiritual 
activity,  high  ideals,  fellowship  and  so¬ 
ciability.  Twenty-five  new  members  were 
pledged  in  the  autumn  quarter  and  nearly 
all  of  the  missions  of  the  Church  are  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  organization.  Officers  of 
the  fraternity  are  Arthur  Gaeth  (former 
president  of  the  Czechoslavakian  Mission) , 
Kenneth  Taylor  (British  Mission) ,  Morris 
Sorenson  (Swedish  Mission) ,  and  Oliver 
R.  Smith  (Eastern  States  Mission) . 

A  group  similar  to  Delta  Phi,  is  Ye- 
shara,  an  organization  for  returned  lady 
missionaries.  Its  purpose  is  to  preserve 
the  missionary  spirit  among  the  students 
and  alumni  of  the  university  and  to  render 
help  where  possible  to  women  missionaries 
in  the  field. 

Last  year,  former  proselyters  of  the 
Eastern  States  and  the  New  England 
missions  organized  the  “E-Staters”  club 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  ideals  of 
their  missions  and  as  a  social  unit.  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  club  this  year  are  Rex  C.  Tol- 
man,  Leora  Curtis  and  Francis  Davis. 

Another  missionary  club  made  its  debut 
on  the  campus  this  year.  It  is  called 
“Bene  Negebh,”  a  Hebrew  term  meaning 
“Sons  of  the  South,”  and  was  organized 
by  missionary  alumni  from  the  Southern 
States  Mission.  Though  only  a  few  weeks 
old,  this  group  is  already  one  of  the  most 
active  in  holding  meetings  in  wards  of 
Provo  and  nearby  towns.  Its  officers  are 
A.  Elden  Ball,  Joseph  Reville,  LeRoy 
Clarke  Imlay,  Rex  Warner  and  James 
Arley  Chapman. 

A  number  of  missionaries  and  children 
of  mission  presidents  recently  organized 


“Norske,  Danske,  Swenska  Utdannelses- 
forening;”  this  name,  loosely  translated 
means  “Club  of  the  Scandinavians."  The 
club  hopes  to  retain  much  of  the  language, 
history  and  culture  of  the  peace  loving 
Scandinavians  as  well  as  participate  in  re¬ 
ligious  and  social  activities.  The  officers 
are  Calvin  Jolley  (Danish  Mission) ,  Eu- 
dora  and  Russell  Knudsen,  Joseph  Olsen, 
and  Leon  Westover  (all  of  the  Norwegian 
Mission) . 

Another  group,  the  North  Central 
States  Club,  is  in  the  process  of  organiza¬ 
tion.  Approximately  a  dozen  returned 
missionaries  from  this  mission  will  form 
a  nucleus  from  which  they  will  begin. 

These  missionary  clubs  and  fraternities 
not  only  hold  meetings  in  local  wards 
and  promote  missionary  ideals  on  the  cam¬ 
pus,  but  they  participate  in  social,  educa¬ 
tional  and  athletic  activities.  Through¬ 
out  the  year,  dinners,  parties,  hikes,  skat¬ 
ing,  field  events,  sports,  lectures,  music 
programs,  boat-rides  and  dances  furnish 
recreation  and  enjoyment  for  the  organi¬ 
zations. 

As  a  result  of  the  experience  gained  in 
the  mission  field,  marked  ability,  and  con¬ 
tinuous  wholesome  living,  these  mission¬ 
aries  occupy  some  of  the  most  important 
student  offices  on  the  campus,  hold  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  faculty  of  the  university,  rank 
high  in  scholastic  standards,  and  have  the 
respect  and  confidence,  with  which  they 
are  able  to  influence  the  lives,  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  with  whom  they  associate. 


PRAYER  OF  THE  JEWS 

(To  which  lhe  world  might  fittingly  say  Amen) 

Be  Thou  with  the  afflicted  who  flee  away 
from  the  cruelty  of  the  oppressor.  Quench 
the  passions  of  fanaticism  and  hatred. 
Plant  in  their  stead  the  feelings  of  love 
and  brotherhood.  Grant  understanding 
to  those  who  take  counsel  together  how 
best  to  succor  the  fugitives  and  to  aid  the 
forlorn.  Show  them  the  way  wherein 
they  should  help  and  the  work  they  should 
do,  and  grant  that  their  labors  may  pros¬ 
per.  Inspire  our  hearts  and  the  hearts  of 
all  our  brethren,  in  every  place  of  their 
habitation,  with  tender  pity,  that  they 
may  bring  the  gifts  of  their  hands  to  sat¬ 
isfy  the  souls  of  the  afflicted  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  quiet  resting  places  for  the  poor  out¬ 
casts.  Visit  us  all  with  mercy  and  salva¬ 
tion.  Amen. 
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SELLING  AMERICA  TO  AMERICANS 

He  spoke  in  quaint,  foreign  English 
which  I  could  not  have  identified  had  he 
not  told  of  his  background. 

“Chentlemen,”  he  said,  “I  haf  to  sell 
to  you  only  your  own  America — nothing 
else.  I  haf  nothing  to  ask  you  to  believe 
in  except  this,  your  country.  I  am  proud 
that  it  is  now  my  country,  too.  You  may 
wonder  how  I  who  scarcely  know  your 
language  should  come  to  you  at  night  to 
tell  you  of  America.  I  will  tell  you  and 
I  ask  you  to  believe.  I  am  already  an  old 
man  when  I  came  from  Latvia  ten  years 
ago  with  my  sons  and  grandchildren.  All 
my  life  I  am  a  cabinetmaker,  in  Latvia  and 
Estonia.  Always  life  was  hard  and  al¬ 
ways  we  think  and  hope  of  America.  The 
great  war  made  our  people  hungry  and 
sad.  We  had  not  bread  and  we  had  not 
hope. 

“One  of  my  sons  found  work  in  the 
fields  in  Lithuania,  and  earned  money  to 
come  to  this  America.  He  found  work 
and  sent  money  and  another  son  came. 
So,  in  five  years  we  all  came  and  we  all 
found  work  and  I,  today,  an  old  man, 
earn  full  wages.  We  haf  no  debt  and 
we  are  free  men.  I  ask  you  to  know,  to 
believe  in  your  heart  that  in  this  America 
men  can  be  free,  and  if  America  is  yet  free, 
so  the  world  will  be  free.  There  is  no 
other  hope — there  is  no  other  hope!  I 
ask  you  to  believe! 

“Deep  from  my  heart  I  beg  of  you  to 
know  what  it  is  to  be  here!  Me,  I  am 
75,  I  go  to  Cooper  Union*  and  I  learn  in 
the  books  of  America  and  how  always  it 
shall  be  wise  and  strong  and  free.  If  only 
I  could  make  you  believe!  If  only  I  could 
tell  all  this  America  how  it  should  know 
that  it  must  not  change,  that  it  must  not 
put  itself  in  chains!” 

The  old  man  folded  up  his  American 
flag,  picked  up  his  soap  box,  bowed  to  his 
silent  audience  with  simple  dignity  and 
was  lost  in  the  looming  shadows. 

He  left  with  at  least  one  hearer  the 
“will  to  believe.” 

— Edwin  C.  Hill  in  the  Deseret  News. 

♦An  educational  institution  in  New  York  City  for  the 
working  classes. 


The  things  which  some  men  esteem  to 
be  of  great  worth,  both  to  the  body  and 
soul,  others  set  at  naught  and  trample 
under  their  feet. — 1  Nephi  19:7. 


WHY  "MORMONISM"? 


“Mormonism”  is  not  a  new  religion. 
It  is  not  a  new  gospel.  It  is  not  a  new 
church.  It  does  not  set  forth  new  or 
strange  gods.  It  does  not  preach  another 
Christ,  or  advocate  another  Redeemer  for 
man  than  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  It  does  not 
present  a  new  scheme  of  salvation  for  man. 
It  does  not  introduce  new  ordinances  to 
be  observed,  or  new  symbols  for  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  saving  grace  and  power.  It  teaches 
no  new  terms  of  fellowship  with  God  and 
Christ  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  suggests 
no  new  priesthood  as  a  means  of  divine 
authority  for  doing  sacred  things  or  ad¬ 
ministering  holy  ordinances.  It  teaches  no 
other  righteousness  than  the  moral  law 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  It  makes  no 
other  summary  of  the  law  and  the  prophets 
than  “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind:  .  .  .  Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.”  It  gives  no 
substitute  for  the  Ten  Commandments,  or 
for  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 

“Mormonism,”  so  called,  is  merely  a 
New  Dispensation  of  the  Old  Religion: 
of  the  old,  the  first,  and  the  only  Gospel, 
“the  Everlasting  Gospel”  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  all  that  goes  with  it  and  belongs  to  it. 
Did  it  claim  to  be  a  new  religion,  a  new 
gospel,  then  men  could  quickly  dispose  of 
it;  they  would  know  that  it  could  not  be 
true,  for  there  is  but  one  gospel — “One 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and 
Father  of  all.”  There  is  no  other  gospel 
but  one:  “None  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men  whereby  we  must  (or 
can)  be  saved”  (Acts  4:12)  ;  and  “though 
we  or  an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any 
other  gospel,  ...  let  him  be  accursed.” 
(Gal.  1:8).  “Mormonism”  claims  only 
to  be  a  New  Dispensation  of  the  One  and 
only  Gospel. 

From  Adam  to  Messiah  numerous  dis¬ 
pensations  of  the  gospel  were  given  to  men; 
but  these  dispensations  were  limited  in 
their  effectiveness,  owing  to  the  proneness 
of  men  to  reject  the  truth,  and  to  walk  in 
darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their 
deeds  were  evil.  Yet  God  left  himself  not 
without  witnesses  in  the  earth,  for  there 
were  a  few  in  all  dispensations  that  hon¬ 
ored  him  and  his  righteous  laws.  Finally, 
when  the  appointed  time  was  come,  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  the  Son  of  God,  came  and 
made  the  appointed  Atonement  for  the 
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sins  of  the  world,  and  brought  men  under 
the  dominion  of  his  mercy.  He  taught  the 
gospel;  he  brought  life  and  immortality 
to  light;  he  brought  into  existence  his 
church,  and  then  ascended  on  high  to  his 
Father.  For  a  time  the  gospel  in  its  pur¬ 
ity  was  preached  in  the  world  by  the 
chosen  apostles,  though  even  in  their  days 
men  began  to  mar  it  with  their  vain 
philosophies,  their  doctrines  of  science, 
•falsely  so  called,  and  when  the  apostles 
were  all  fallen  asleep  in  death,  then  cor¬ 
ruptions  ran  riot  in  the  church,  doctrines 
of  men  were  taught  for  the  commandments 
of  God;  a  church  made  by  man  was  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  church  of  Christ;  a  church 
full  of  pride  and  worldliness;  a  church 
which  while  it  clung  to  forms  of  godliness 
ran  riot  in  excesses  and  abominations — 
until  spiritual  darkness  fell  like  a  pall  over 
the  nations;  and  thus  they  lay  for  ages. 

In  vain  men  have  sought  to  establish 
reforms,  and  through  them  bring  back 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  church 
of  Christ.  To  do  that,  however,  was  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  these  men,  however 
good  their  intentions.  The  Gospel  taken 
from  the  earth,  divine  authority  lost,  the 
church  of  Christ  destroyed  in  the  earth, 
there  was  but  one  way  in  which  all  these 
could  be  restored,  viz:  by  re-opening  the 
heavens  and  dispensing  again  a  knowledge 
of  the  gospel;  by  once  more  conferring 
divine  authority  upon  men,  together  with 
a  commission  to  teach  all  the  world,  and 
re-establish  the  church  of  Christ  on  earth. 
In  a  word,  it  would  require  the  incoming 
of  the  Dispensation  of  the  Fulness  of 
Times  to  restore  all  things,  and  gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
in  heaven  and  in  earth.  The  “times  of 
refreshing"  must  needs  come  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord — the  “Time  of  the 
restitution  of  all  things  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began." 

Such  a  dispensation  as  the  above  is 
promised  of  God.  And  what  the  world 
calls  “Mormonism"  claims  to  be  that  dis¬ 
pensation.  It  is  the  only  church  or  re¬ 
ligious  movement  in  the  earth  that  makes 
that  claim,  and  through  that  fact  we  reach 
our  main  question — Why  “Mormonism"? 
And  the  answer  now  fashions  itself  in  the 
presence  of  what  has  here  been  said,  viz: 

To  bring  in  the  great  Dispensation  of 
the  Fulness  of  Times,  promised  of  God; 
the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things 


spoken  by  the  mouths  of  all  the  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began ;  to  re¬ 
establish  the  very  Church  of  Christ  in  the 
earth — the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ — of 
the  Latter-day  Saints;  that  faith  in  God, 
repentance  from  sin,  the  baptism  in  water 
for  the  remission  of  sin,  and  the  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  man’s  reunion  with 
the  spirit-life  of  God — all  administered  by 
a  divine  authority,  might  again  in  verity 
be  realized  in  the  experiences  of  men,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  salvation  of  men,  and  to  the 
glory  and  joy  of  God. 

All  this  “Mormonism"  is  here  to  ac¬ 
complish. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts. 


A  TESTIMONY 


"My  brethren  and  sisters:  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  lives.  I  know,  as  I 
know  I  live,  that  in  person  He  has  visited 
man  in  our  time  and  day,  and  that  we 
are  not  dependent  alone  on  the  history  of 
the  past  for  the  knowledge  that  we  pos¬ 
sess,  of  which  record  is  borne  by  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  God,  shed  abroad  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  enter  into  the  covenant  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  we  have  the  re¬ 
newed  and  later  witness  and  manifestation 
of  heavenly  vision  and  of  the  visitation  of 
God  the  Father  and  Christ  the  Son  to  this 
Their  footstool:  and  They  have  in  per¬ 
son  declared  Their  entity,  Their  being, 
and  They  have  manifested  Their  glory. 
They  have  stretched  forth  Their  hands  to 
accomplish  Their  work — the  work  of  God 
and  not  the  work  of  man — and  while 
those  who  have  been  faithful  shall  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor  in  the 
presence  of  God,  the  honor  and  the  glory, 
the  credit  and  the  praise,  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  and  for  the  advancement  and  growth 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth,  will 
be  due  to  the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whose  power  and  whose 
agency,  whose  influence  and  purpose,  have 
been  behind  the  work  of  God  every  mo¬ 
ment  since  it  Was  first  given  to  man.  It 
is  by  His  power  that  it  has  grown  and  con¬ 
tinued,  and  has  become  what  it  is,  and  it 
will  continue  to  grow  and  spread  until 
it  shall  fill  the  earth  with  the  glory  of 
God,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son,  whom  to  know  is 
life  eternal.  This  is  my  testimony  to  you, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  and  I  bear  wit¬ 
ness  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." — Pres.  Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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sins  of  the  world,  and  brought  men  under 
the  dominion  of  his  mercy.  He  taught  the 
gospel;  he  brought  life  and  immortality 
to  light;  he  brought  into  existence  his 
church,  and  then  ascended  on  high  to  his 
Father.  For  a  time  the  gospel  in  its  pur¬ 
ity  was  preached  in  the  world  by  the 
chosen  apostles,  though  even  in  their  days 
men  began  to  mar  it  with  their  vain 
philosophies,  their  doctrines  of  science, 
•falsely  so  called,  and  when  the  apostles 
were  all  fallen  asleep  in  death,  then  cor¬ 
ruptions  ran  riot  in  the  church,  doctrines 
of  men  were  taught  for  the  commandments 
of  God;  a  church  made  by  man  was  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  church  of  Christ;  a  church 
full  of  pride  and  worldliness;  a  church 
which  while  it  clung  to  forms  of  godliness 
ran  riot  in  excesses  and  abominations — 
until  spiritual  darkness  fell  like  a  pall  over 
the  nations;  and  thus  they  lay  for  ages. 

In  vain  men  have  sought  to  establish 
reforms,  and  through  them  bring  back 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  church 
of  Christ.  To  do  that,  however,  was  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  these  men,  however 
good  their  intentions.  The  Gospel  taken 
from  the  earth,  divine  authority  lost,  the 
church  of  Christ  destroyed  in  the  earth, 
there  was  but  one  way  in  which  all  these 
could  be  restored,  viz:  by  re-opening  the 
heavens  and  dispensing  again  a  knowledge 
of  the  gospel;  by  once  more  conferring 
divine  authority  upon  men,  together  with 
a  commission  to  teach  all  the  world,  and 
re-establish  the  church  of  Christ  on  earth. 
In  a  word,  it  would  require  the  incoming 
of  the  Dispensation  of  the  Fulness  of 
Times  to  restore  all  things,  and  gather 
together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
in  heaven  and  in  earth.  The  "‘times  of 
refreshing”  must  needs  come  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord — the  “Time  of  the 
restitution  of  all  things  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began.” 

Such  a  dispensation  as  the  above  is 
promised  of  God.  And  what  the  world 
calls  “Mormonism”  claims  to  be  that  dis¬ 
pensation.  It  is  the  only  church  or  re¬ 
ligious  movement  in  the  earth  that  makes 
that  claim,  and  through  that  fact  we  reach 
our  main  question — Why  “Mormonism”? 
And  the  answer  now  fashions  itself  in  the 
presence  of  what  has  here  been  said,  viz: 

To  bring  in  the  great  Dispensation  of 
the  Fulness  of  Times,  promised  of  God; 
the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all  things 


spoken  by  the  mouths  of  all  the  holy 
prophets  since  the  world  began ;  to  re¬ 
establish  the  very  Church  of  Christ  in  the 
earth — the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ — of 
the  Latter-day  Saints;  that  faith  in  God, 
repentance  from  sin,  the  baptism  in  water 
for  the  remission  of  sin,  and  the  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  man's  reunion  with 
the  spirit-life  of  God — all  administered  by 
a  divine  authority,  might  again  in  verity 
be  realized  in  the  experiences  of  men,  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  salvation  of  men,  and  to  the 
glory  and  joy  of  God. 

All  this  “Mormonism”  is  here  to  ac¬ 
complish. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts. 


A  TESTIMONY 

“My  brethren  and  sisters:  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  lives.  I  know,  as  I 
know  I  live,  that  in  person  He  has  visited 
man  in  our  time  and  day,  and  that  we 
are  not  dependent  alone  on  the  history  of 
the  past  for  the  knowledge  that  we  pos¬ 
sess,  of  which  record  is  borne  by  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  God,  shed  abroad  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  enter  into  the  covenant  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  we  have  the  re¬ 
newed  and  later  witness  and  manifestation 
of  heavenly  vision  and  of  the  visitation  of 
God  the  Father  and  Christ  the  Son  to  this 
Their  footstool;  and  They  have  in  per¬ 
son  declared  Their  entity,  Their  being, 
and  They  have  manifested  Their  glory. 
They  have  stretched  forth  Their  hands  to 
accomplish  Their  work — the  work  of  God 
and  not  the  work  of  man — and  while 
those  who  have  been  faithful  shall  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor  in  the 
presence  of  God,  the  honor  and  the  glory, 
the  credit  and  the  praise,  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  and  for  the  advancement  and  growth 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth,  will 
be  due  to  the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  whose  power  and  whose 
agency,  whose  influence  and  purpose,  have 
been  behind  the  work  of  God  every  mo¬ 
ment  since  it  Was  first  given  to  man.  It 
is  by  His  power  that  it  has  grown  and  con¬ 
tinued,  and  has  become  what  it  is,  and  it 
will  continue  to  grow  and  spread  until 
it  shall  fill  the  earth  with  the  glory  of 
God,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son,  whom  to  know  is 
life  eternal.  This  is  my  testimony  to  you, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  and  I  bear  wit¬ 
ness  of  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.” — Pres.  Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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A  Youth  Finds  God 


BEYOND  the  acquirement  of  the  nec¬ 
essary  food,  raiment  and  shelter, 
there  is  probably  nothing  that  so 
vitally  concerns  man  as  does  his  conception 
and  understanding  of  God. 

When  the  earthly  mission  of  the  Master 
was  about  completed,  He  offered  a  plead¬ 
ing  prayer  to  His  Father  in  behalf  of  His 
disciples  and  as  He  prayed  He  said: 

And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent. 

In  the  earliest  generations  of  men  and  at 
various  periods  in  human  history  men  have 
known  'and  understood  God — His  name 
and  nature,  His  form,  attributes  and  being. 
At  other  times  men  have  shut  themselves 
out  from  the  light  of  heaven  and  lost  their 
knowledge  of  and  acquaintance  with  the 
Almighty. 

Job  put  a  challenge  to  the  unaided  in¬ 
tellect  of  man  when  he  queried: 

Cans!  thou  by  searching  find  out  God? 
Canst  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  per¬ 
fection? 

In  the  early  centuries  after  the  Cruci¬ 
fixion,  as  the  light  of  truth  grew  dim  and 
the  clouds  of  apostasy  enveloped  the 
Church,  men  broke  their  contact  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God  and  finally  lost  knowl¬ 
edge  of  his  identity  and  being.  For  cen- 
turies  it  was  declared  that  the  heavens  were 
closed — the  days  of  prophecy,  visions  and 
revelation  were  past.  Divorced  from  the 
truth,  they  fumbled  for  a  common  concept 
that  could  be  considered  orthodox. 

The  result  of  man's  search  for  God, 
with  God  shut  out  of  the  search,  resulted 
only  in  confusion.  At  the  opening  of  the 
19th  century  the  popular  Christian  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  nature  and  being  of  God  was 
probably  best  represented  in  the  Creed  of 


Athanasius  and  the  Church  of  England 
Prayer  Book: 

We  worship  one  God  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity  in  Unity, 
neither  confounding  the  persons,  nor  dividing  the  sub¬ 
stance.  For  there  is  one  person  of  the  Father,  another 
of  the  Son,  and  another  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the 
Godhead  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  is  all 
one:  the  glory  equal,  the  majesty  co-eternal.  Such  as 
the  Father  is,  such  is  the  Son;  and  such  is  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  Father  uncreate,  the  Son  uncreate  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  uncreate.  The  Father  incomprehensible, 
the  Son  incomprehensible  and  the  Holy  Ghost  incom¬ 
prehensible.  The  Father  eternal,  the  Son  eternal,  the 
Holy  Ghost  eternal.  And  yet  there  are  not  three 
eternals;  but  one  eternal.  As  also  there  are  not  three 
incomprehensibles,  nor  three  uncreated;  but  one  un¬ 
created,  and  one  incomprehensible.  So  likewise  the 
Father  is  Almighty,  the  Son  Almighty,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  Almighty;  and  yet  there  are  not  three  Almighties, 
but  one  Almighty.  So  the  Father  is  God,  the  Son  is 
God,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God,  and  yet  they  are  not 
three  Gods  but  one  God. 


There  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,  everlasting,- 
without  body,  parts  or  passions;  of  infinite  power,  wis¬ 
dom  and  goodness;  the  maker  and  preserver  of  all 
things,  both  visible  and  invisible;  and  in  the  unity 
of  this  Godhead  there  are  three  persons  of  one  sub¬ 
stance,  power  and  eternity -the  Father,  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

In  the  spring  of  1820  came  the  dawn.  A 
lad  of  14  years,  without  secular  learning 
or  theological  training,  went  into  the 
woods  to  pray  and  there  found  out  God 
and  the  kind  of  being  He  is.  He  told  his 
associates  that  the  teaching  of  all  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world  about  God  was  wrong — he  had 
seen  God  the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  and  they  are  both  in  the  form  and 
likeness  of  men.  What  an  astounding 
statement  for  a  youth  of  14  years!  A  dec¬ 
laration  that  has  since  gone  to  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  civilized  world  and  gladdened 
the  hearts  of  hundreds  of  thousands. 

When  we  consider  the  simple  truth  of 
such  teaching,  the  reasonableness  of  it  and 
its  strict  accord  with  Scripture,  we  can¬ 
not  but  wonder  why  the  stumbling  of  the 
centuries  past. 

That  marvelous  vision  in  the  Palmyra 
Grove  and  the  revelations  from  heaven 
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which  have  followed  it,  g-ive  us  this  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God: 

The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bones  as  tangible  as  man's/  the  Son  also/ 
but  the  Holy  Ghost  has  not  a  body  of 
flesh  and  bones,  but  is  a  personage  of 
Spirit. 

The  Almighty  is  a  perfected,  glorified, 
exalted  man.  He  is  the  Father  of  the  spir¬ 
its  of  all  of  us,  who  are  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  the  family  of  God.  His  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  “Son  of  Man"  is  similar  to 
the  relationship  of  any  father  to  his  son; 
so  also  is  the  distinctness  of  their  individual 
beings. 

Discoursing  upon  the  nature  and  being 
of  our  Divine  Father,  Joseph  Smith,  the 
Prophet  of  the  19th  century,  who,  as  a 
lad,  had  seen  and  heard  both  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  said  this: 

God  himself  was  once  as  we  are  now, 
and  is  an  exalted  man,  and  sits  enthroned 
in  yonder  heavens!  That  is  the  great  se¬ 
cret.  If  the  veil  were  rent  today,  and  the 
great  God  who  holds  this  world  in  its  orbit, 
and  who  upholds  all  worlds  and  all  things 
by  his  power,  were  to  make  himself  visible, 
-I  say,  if  you  were  to  see  him  today,  you 
would  see  him  like  a  man  in  form -like 
yourselves  in  all  the  person,  image,  and 
very  form  as  a  man,*  for  Adam  was  created 
in  the  very  fashion,  image  and  likeness  of 
God,  and  received  instruction  from,  and 
walked,  talked  and  conversed  with  him,  as 
one  man  talks  and  communes  with  another. 

Knowing  that  God  is  indeed  our  Father 
— a  being  like  unto,  though  infinitely  su¬ 
perior,  to  us — that  He  has  had  experiences 
such  as  ours,  we  can  go  to  Him  as  a  child 
to  a  loving  father  with  our  petitions  and 
praise  and  “worship  Him  in  Spirit  and  in 
truth."  This  simple  portrature  of  God  as 
a  man,  in  whose  image  men  were  made, 
and  who  by  natural  means  is  truly  our 
Father,  makes  for  a  realism  and  intimacy 
which  adds  fervor  and  meaning  to  our 
worship. 

Had  Joseph  Smith  done  nothing  but 
give  to  us  this  true  understanding  of  “the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he 
has  sent,"  his  name  should  have  been 
honored  through  the  ages,  and  the  23rd  of 
December  always  remembered  as  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  birth  of  a  great  world 
benefactor.  But  much  more  did  he  do, 


and  account  of  it  will  be  found  in  our 
next  issue. — E.  L.  M. 


DR.  PACK  CALLED  BY  DEATH 

Following  a  brief  illness,  a  call  to  the 
life  beyond  came  somewhat  suddenly  to 
Dr.  Frederick  J.  Pack  Friday,  Dec.  2nd. 
This  call  of  the  Divine  brought  to  a  close 
a  very  active  and  useful  mortal  career. 

Dr.  Pack  was  nationally  known  and 
recognized  for  his  attainments  and  service 
in  the  field  of  geology. 

He  was  born  in  Bountiful,  Utah,  63 
years  ago  and  there  began  his  educational 
work  which  was  continued  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Utah,  and  later  at  Columbia 
University  where  he  received  the  degree  of 
Ph.  D.  In  1907  he  was  made  head  of 
the  department  of  geology  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Utah  which  position  he  retained 
to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Pack  has  been  an  ardent,  zealous 
worker  in  the  Church.  In  1896  he  and 
his  wife  Sadie  Grant  Pack  were  called  to 
assist  in  the  opening  of  the  Colorado 
Mission.  Here  he  presided  successively 
over  two  conferences.  From  then  to  the 
time  of  his  last  illness  he  gave  active  ser¬ 
vice  in  various  callings  in  stake  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  work  of  the  Church.  He 
was  a  popular  lecturer  and  writer  in  the 
fields  of  religion  and  geology.  His  ef¬ 
ficient  service  and  wholesome  influence 
will  be  greatly  missed. 


23  YOUTHS  DIE  IN  SCHOOL  BUS 

Many  hearts  were  made  sad  by  the 
tragic  death  that  came  to  23  young  people 
in  Utah  Thursday  morning,  Dec.  1,  when 
the  bus  in  which  they  were  being  taken 
to  Jordan  High  School  was  struck  broad¬ 
side  by  a  fast  freight  train.  Beside  the 
23  almost  instantly  killed,  a  score  of 
others  were  seriously  injured,  a  number 
of  them  probably  fatally. 

Liahona  joins  in  sympathy  for  those 
most  closely  touched  by  this  mass  tragedy. 


Wo  unto  him  that  has  the  law  given, 
yea,  that  has  all  the  commandments  of 
God,  like  unto  us,  and  that  transgresseth 
them,  and  that  wasteth  the  days  of  his 
probation,  for  awful  is  his  state! 

—2  Nephi  9:27. 
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which  have  followed  it,  g-ive  us  this  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God: 

The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bones  as  tangible  as  man's;  the  Son  also; 
but  the  Holy  Ghost  has  not  a  body  of 
flesh  and  bones,  but  is  a  personage  of 
Spirit. 

The  Almighty  is  a  perfected,  glorified, 
exalted  man.  He  is  the  Father  of  the  spir¬ 
its  of  all  of  us,  who  are  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  the  family  of  God.  His  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  “Son  of  Man’’  is  similar  to 
the  relationship  of  any  father  to  his  son; 
so  also  is  the  distinctness  of  their  individual 
beings. 

Discoursing  upon  the  nature  and  being 
of  our  Divine  Father,  Joseph  Smith,  the 
Prophet  of  the  19th  century,  who,  as  a 
lad,  had  seen  and  heard  both  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  said  this: 

God  himself  was  once  as  we  are  now, 
and  is  an  exalted  man,  and  sits  enthroned 
in  yonder  heavens!  That  is  the  great  se¬ 
cret.  If  the  veil  were  rent  today,  and  the 
great  God  who  holds  this  world  in  its  orbit, 
and  who  upholds  all  worlds  and  all  things 
by  his  power,  were  to  make  himself  visible, 
-I  say,  if  you  were  to  see  him  today,  you 
would  see  him  like  a  man  in  form -like 
yourselves  in  all  the  person,  image,  and 
very  form  as  a  man;  for  Adam  was  created 
in  the  very  fashion,  image  and  likeness  of 
God,  and  received  instruction  from,  and 
walked,  talked  and  conversed  with  him,  as 
one  man  talks  and  communes  with  another. 

Knowing  that  God  is  indeed  our  Father 
— a  being  like  unto,  though  infinitely  su¬ 
perior,  to  us — that  He  has  had  experiences 
such  as  ours,  we  can  go  to  Him  as  a  child 
to  a  loving  father  with  our  petitions  and 
praise  and  “worship  Him  in  Spirit  and  in 
truth. “  This  simple  portrature  of  God  as 
a  man,  in  whose  image  men  were  made, 
and  who  by  natural  means  is  truly  our 
Father,  makes  for  a  realism  and  intimacy 
which  adds  fervor  and  meaning  to  our 
worship. 

Had  Joseph  Smith  done  nothing  but 
give  to  us  this  true  understanding  of  “the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he 
has  sent,”  his  name  should  have  been 
honored  through  the  ages,  and  the  23  rd  of 
December  always  remembered  as  the  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  birth  of  a  great  world 
benefactor.  But  much  more  did  he  do, 
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and  account  of  it  will  be  found  in  our 
next  issue. — E.  L.  M. 


DR.  PACK  CALLED  BY  DEATH 

Following  a  brief  illness,  a  call  to  the 
life  beyond  came  somewhat  suddenly  to 
Dr.  Frederick  J.  Pack  Friday,  Dec.  2nd. 
This  call  of  the  Divine  brought  to  a  close 
a  very  active  and  useful  mortal  career. 

Dr.  Pack  was  nationally  known  and 
recognized  for  his  attainments  and  service 
in  the  field  of  geology. 

He  was  born  in  Bountiful,  Utah,  63 
years  ago  and  there  began  his  educational 
work  which  was  continued  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Utah,  and  later  at  Columbia 
University  where  he  received  the  degree  of 
Ph.  D.  In  1907  he  was  made  head  of 
the  department  of  geology  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Utah  which  position  he  retained 
to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Pack  has  been  an  ardent,  zealous 
worker  in  the  Church.  In  1896  he  and 
his  wife  Sadie  Grant  Pack  were  called  to 
assist  in  the  opening  of  the  Colorado 
Mission.  Here  he  presided  successively 
over  two  conferences.  From  then  to  the 
time  of  his  last  illness  he  gave  active  ser¬ 
vice  in  various  callings  in  stake  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  work  of  the  Church.  He 
was  a  popular  lecturer  and  writer  in  the 
fields  of  religion  and  geology.  His  ef¬ 
ficient  service  and  wholesome  influence 
will  be  greatly  missed. 


23  YOUTHS  DIE  IN  SCHOOL  BUS 

Many  hearts  were  made  sad  by  the 
tragic  death  that  came  to  23  young  people 
in  Utah  Thursday  morning,  Dec.  1,  when 
the  bus  in  which  they  were  being  taken 
to  Jordan  High  School  was  struck  broad¬ 
side  by  a  fast  freight  train.  Beside  the 
23  almost  instantly  killed,  a  score  of 
others  were  seriously  injured,  a  number 
of  them  probably  fatally. 

Liahona  joins  in  sympathy  for  those 
most  closely  touched  by  this  mass  tragedy. 


Wo  unto  him  that  has  the  law  given, 
yea,  that  has  all  the  commandments  of 
God,  like  unto  us,  and  that  transgresseth 
them,  and  that  wasteth  the  days  of  his 
probation,  for  awful  is  his  state! 

—2  Nephi  9:27. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  MISSIONS 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  Information,  address  the  following: 
INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

^SSION — W.  Aird  Macdonald,  2061  South  Hobart  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
CANADIAN  MISSION — David  A.  Smith,  36  Ferndale  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— Elias  S.  Woodruff.  302  South  Pleasant  Street,  Independence.  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  1440  St.  James  Court,  Louisville,  Ky. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION— Frank  Evans,  165  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAIIAN  MISSION— W.  Frank  Bailey,  P.  O.  Box  3228,  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION— A.  Lorenzo  Anderson,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651,  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  2666  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION— David  A.  Broadbent,  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION — Preston  Nlbley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Merrill  D.  Clayson,  486  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams,  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — EIRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  638  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT: -Gerald  L.  Peterson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  62  Hillcrest,  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

"Behold,  this  is  wisdom  in  me,-  wherefore,  marvel 
not,  for  the  hour  cometh  that  I  will  drink  of  the  fruit 
of  the  vine  with  you  on  the  earth,  and  with  Moroni, 
whom  I  have  sent  unto  you  to  reveal  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  containing  the  fulness  of  my  everlasting 
Gospel,  to  whom  I  have  committed  the  keys  of  the 
record  of  the  stick  of  Ephraim." 

We  missionaries  realizing  the  great  responsibility 
placed  upon  us  have  gone  forth  and  tried  to  put  the 
stick  of  Joseph  (Book  of  Mormon)  into  the  homes  of 
the  people.  The  marked  progress  can  be  seen  in  the 
fruits  that  are  beginning  to  come  forth  and  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  the  non-members. 

Elders  Gardner  and  Childs  who  are  laboring  in 
Niagara  Falls  are  finding  many  new  friends  and  in¬ 
vestigators.  A  hall  was  opened  in  the  Falls  in  August 
and  attendance  increases  with  each  meeting. 

Sisters  Catherine  Jex  and  Virginia  Saunders  and 
Elders  Russell  and  Kowallis  who  are  laboring  in  the 
city  of  Hamilton  are  all  experiencing  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord.  They  are  working  hard  to  plan  socials  and 
interest  their  friends  to  come  and  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel. 

Elders  Blair  J.  Clancy  and  Charles  Clark  are  laboring 
in  Brantford  and  are  doing  a  fine  work  there.  They 
report  a  very  enthusiastic  group  attending  their  M.I.A. 
meetings.  A  number  of  non-members  are  attending 
and  are  finding  much  joy  in  the  lessons  that  are 
taught. 

Pres.  Peterson  and  Elder  Howes  are  laboring  in  St. 
Catharines  and  have  cottage  meetings  for  every  night 
in  the  week.  Many  of  these  cottage-meeting  friends 
are  coming  out  to  our  Sunday  evening  services  and 
are  also  attending  our  M.  I.  A.  and  taking  part  in  the 
lessons  and  programs. 

The  Hallowe'en  socials  that  were  held  in  the  branches 
in  the  district  were  very  successful.  The  Hamilton  Hall 
was  crowded  with  friends  and  investigators.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  this  district  are  doing  a  fine  work  and 
are  happy  in  enjoying  the  blessings  that  come  to 
them.  We  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  and 
our  daily  prayer  is,  "Thy  kingdom  come,  O  Father, 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven." 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Ervin  D.  Olsen,  President, 
153  Park  St.,  Waterloo,  Ont. 

"Repent  ye  therefore,  and  be  converted  that  your 
sins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  limes  of  refresh¬ 
ing  shall  come  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord." 

The  three  conference  sessions  held  in  Kitchener  were 
well  attended  and  everyone  left  feeling  refreshed  by 
the  things  they  saw  and  heard. 

It  was  impressively  brought  out  that  the  times  of 
refreshing  have  truly  come  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  fulfilled  in  the  glorious  restoration  of  the  Gospel 
in  its  fullness,  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  The  mis¬ 


sionary  report  meeting  was  very  inspiring  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Smith  giving  much  timely  instruction  to  the  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

By  telling  of  his  conversion  to  the  Gospel,  Brother 
Amos  Willis  brought  out  the  important  fact  that  a 
person  must  be  ever  seeking,  and  willing  to  accept 
truth,  to  be  able  to  recognize  the  true  ambassadors  of 
Christ. 

Through  conversation  with  their  milkman,  Elders 
Olsen  and  Jensen  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  and 
participating  in  the  weekly  radio  broadcast,  sponsored 
by  the  Model  Dairy  of  Kitchener.  It  may  be  an  open¬ 
ing  to  future  radio  work. 

A  very  fine  report  of  our  conference  was  published 
in  the  "Kitchener  Daily  Record"  along  with  Pres. 
Smith's  picture.  The  article,  containing  its  message  of 
Mormonism  and  appearing  in  two  editions  of  the  paper 
with  its  wide  circulation,  took  the  Gospel  message  into 
the  homes  of  many  people.  All  the  missionaries  of 
the  district  report  many  interesting  experiences  in 
their  labors. 

LONDON  DISTRICT  :-Wm.  S.  Redd,  President,  203 
Rectory  St.,  London,  Ontario. 

Of  first  importance  is  the  recent  conference,  with 
sessions  in  Windsor,  Chatham,  and  London,  attended 
by  President  and  Sister  Smith  and  their  two  daughters, 
who  have  recently  come  to  the  mission  field  from  their 
home  in  Utah.  In  the  report  meeting  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  London,  Pres.  Smith  gave  much  valuable  coun¬ 
sel.  "Tracis  are  now  being  loaned,  not  given  away. 
Go  back  soon  and  pick  up  the  tract,  unless  the  party 
wishes  to  keep  it,"  was  his  advice  on  tracting.  "It  will 
give  the  person  receiving  it  an  incentive  to  read  it 
before  it  gets  mislaid,  if  they  know  you  are  calling 
back  for  it,  and  are  going  to  ask  questions  on  it." 

Pres.  Smith,  let  drop  a  fine  phrase  during  report 
meeting -"Reverence  and  Dignity  of  the  Work."  The 
dignity  of  this  work  stands  in  the  fact  that  we  have 
accepted  a  call  from  our  Heavenly  Father  to  devote 
our  lives  to  doing  his  work  in  his  own  way.  We  can 
ask  ourselves  often,  "Is  this  the  way  the  Lord  would 
have  me  do  his  task?" 

Sisters  Laurel  Hill  and  Verletta  Mendenhall  held  Pri¬ 
mary  Hallowe'en  parties  in  Windsor  with  a  total  at¬ 
tendance  of  117  children.  Many  parents  also  were 
contacted.  Similar  results  were  enjoyed  in  London. 
Sisters  Andrews  and  Jacobs  were  invited  back  to  every 
home  from  which  children  had  come  out  to  the  Hallo¬ 
we'en  party. 

Successful  M.  I.  A.  Hallowe'en  parties  have  been 
held  also  in  Chatham  and  Sarnia.  Elder  Tippetts  and 
his  new  companion  Elder  Eskelson  have  begun  their 
work  in  Windsor  and  report  good  success.  The  third 
M.  I.  A.  opening  social  of  the  district  was  held  in  that 
city  on  Nov.  11th.  With  three  such  organizations  in 
operation  for  the  young  people,  much  "Mormonism" 
will  be  taught. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT:  —  Reece  B.  Gibb,  President, 
785  Riverview  Ave.,  Montreal,  Quebec. 

"Seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books  words  of  wisdom/ 
seek  learning,  even  by  study  and  also  by  faith."  As 
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summer  draws  to  a  close,  and  the  long  winter  greets 
us,  we  find  excellent  opportunities  to  form  study 
classes  with  our  friends,  and  also  with  the  members  at 
whose  homes  we  may  invite  investigators.  We  look 
forward  to  our  winter  work,  even  though  it  necessi¬ 
tates  our  staying  in  more  than  we  like,  for  it  provides 
lime  to  study  with  our  friends. 

A  very  inspirational  conference  was  held  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  with  President  and  Sister  Smith  and  their  daugh¬ 
ters  with  us.  Their  messages  were  especially  enjoyed 
by  a  number  of  investigators  who  were  attending  a 
Mormon  meeting  for  the  first  lime.  Both  sessions  of 
conference  were  well  attended  and  the  missionaries 
are  to  be  commended  for  making  it  the  success  it  was 
through  their  efforts  to  advertise  it. 

The  home  missionaries  are  doing  fine  work.  They 
have  many  opportunities  to  get  into  the  homes  of  their 
friends,  and  are  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
to  tell  them  of  the  restored  Gospel.  The  Lord  has  told 
us  that  we  who  are  warned  should  warn  our  neigh¬ 
bors,  that  they  should  have  no  excuse  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  these  people  are  fulfilling  their  duty 
to  a  very  commendable  degree. 

The  Mutual  is  doing  well.  Due  to  a  transfer  a 
change  was  made  in  its  presidency  and  Brother  Blair 
Pace  is  carrying  on  the  work  in  a  very  fine  way. 
Much  credit  is  due  our  recreation  leader,  Brother 
Robert  Pentland,  for  our  fine  times  at  the  weekly 
M.  I.  A.  meetings. 

Sister  Irene  Cox  was  granted  leave  of  absence  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  bedside  of  her  sick  mother.  We  are  very 
sorry  that  she  had  to  leave.  We  extend  our  sympathy 
and  pray  for  a  speedy  recovery  for  her  mother. 

Friday  being  Armistic  Day  and  the  world  celebrating 
the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  close  of  the  Great  War, 
we  are  still  more  determined  to  spread  the  only  cure 
for  war -the  Gospel  of  Peace.  We  pray  God's  bless¬ 
ings  on  all  efforts  in  his  cause. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT :  -  Harold  Blackmore,  President, 
224  Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Onl. 

We  are  pleased  with  the  results  of  our  efforts  here 
and  feel  we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  A  great 
deal  has  been  done  in  radio  work  here  by  Sisters 
Ashby  and  Brough  and  Elder  Blackmore.  We  have 
been  treated  with  finest  courtesy  at  all  times. 

The  missionaries  have  all  cooperated  and  carried 
on  a  successful  M.  I.  A.  for  the  blind.  It  was  touch¬ 
ing  to  note  the  joy  they  manifested  when  they  learned 
to  dance. 

A  very  successful  conference  was  held  and  many  in¬ 
vestigators  were  in  attendance.  We  enjoyed  the  visit 
of  Pres.  Smith  and  family  to  our  district.  Success  is 
being  met  by  all  the  missionaries  in  their  trading 
and  they  feel  the  work  is  progressing  well. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossingion  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

All  the  missionaries  of  the  Toronto  District  are  now' 
laboring  in  the  city  of  Toronto  for  the  winter  months. 
We  have  found  that  great  success  is  coming  to  the 
missionaries  through  the  new  chapel,  and  that  the  in¬ 
vestigators  are  attending  the  meetings  better  and  oftener. 

As  we  approach  the  Christmas  season  there  is  an, 
awakening  love  within  our  hearts  for  our  fellowmen 
and  with  this  love  come  thoughts  of  Christ  and  his 
teachings.  Our  spiritually  hungry  souls  again  feast 
upon  his  "bread  of  life."  We  realize  how  true  this 
statement  that  man  lives  not  alone  by  bread,  but  by 
love,  sacrifice,  and  obedience  to  his  word.  "It  is  his 
work  and  his  glory  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and 
eternal  life  of  man,"  but  we  must  aid  him  in  this 
work  and  give  honor  and  glory  to  him.  With  these 
thoughts  in  mind  and  this  feeling  amongst  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  missionaries  are  finding  much  joy  and  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  labors. 

Elders  B.  Travers  Smith  and  Maurice  Heninger  took 
a  trip  to  visit  the  members  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  district,  and  found  that  all  was  well  with  the  Saints 
and  friends.  They  were  especially  blessed  in  obtain¬ 
ing  rides  to  and  from  their  destination.  President  and 
Sister  Smith  with  some  of  the  missionaries  made  a  lour 


of  the  inneighborhood  close  by  the  city  of  Toronto, 
visiting  Saints  who  are  unable  to  attend  meetings.  They 
found  these  people  very  appreciative  of  the  visits. 
They  expressed  their  love  for  the  Gospel  and  the  joy 
it  brings  to  them.  It  helps  to  strengthen  our  testi¬ 
monies  to  see  the  happiness  that  comes  to  these  people 
through  the  Gospel. 

Elders  Harper,  Parker,  V.  H.  Smith,  and  Yates  have 
all  been  louring  different  sections  of  the  district  to 
visit  the  Saints  before  the  snow  makes  the  country 
roads  impassable. 

ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Stephen  R.  Davis,  from  Ashton,  Idaho,  to  Kitchener. 
TRANSFERS 

Maurice  K.  Heninger,  from  Hamilton  to  Mission  Office. 
Ivan  Wilde,  from  Hamilton  to  Montreal  District. 

Owen  Slaugh,  from  Kitchener  to  Montreal. 

Ivan  Jensen,  from  Montreal  to  Kitchener  District. 

Edna  Ashby,  from  Ottawa  to  London  District. 

Dorothy  Andrews,  from  London  to  Ottawa  District. 
Arvel  Stratford,  from  Mission  Office  to  Kitchener  Dist. 
Glen  Carter,  from  Kitchener  to  Toronto  District. 

Ben  C.  Olsen,  from  Toronto  to  Kitchener  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Maurice  K.  Heninger -Mission  Sunday  School  Super¬ 
visor  and  Asst.  Mission  Secretary. 

B.  Travers  Smith -Toronto  District  President. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Parley  Virgil  Oleson, 
Presidenl,  416  Labor,  San  Anlonio,  Texas. 

President  Oleson  in  the  following,  gives  the  high¬ 
lights  of  interest  and  progress  of  the  missionaries,  Saints, 
investigators  and  friends  in  his  district: 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the 
elders  of  the  church/  and  let  them  pray  over  him, 
anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

"And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and 
the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up."  "And  if  they  die  they 
shall  die  unto  me,  and  if  they  live  they  shall  live 
unto  me  .  .  .  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  those 
that  die  in  me  shall  not  taste  of  death,  for  it  shall 
be  sweet  unto  them;  ...  he  that  hath  faith  in  me  to 
be  healed,  and  is  not  appointed  unto  death,  shall  be 
healed." 

Along  with  the  regular  work,  Elders  Delmer  Olson 
and  Joseph  Jensen  have  administered  three  times  to 
the  sick  in  as  many  days.  They  were  very  much 
impressed  to  visit  an  ill  friend,  Julian  Gonzales,  who 
had  had  an  accident  in  which  his  right  side  had  been 
crushed  and  one  of  his  ribs  was  pressing  his  lung. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  home,  they  were  told  that  he  had 
fallen  on  the  street  because  of  an  attack,  and  when 
found,  his  body  was  practically  cold.  Having  re¬ 
covered  some  by  the  time  they  arrived,  but  still  un¬ 
able  to  speak  above  a  whisper,  he  asked  for  admin¬ 
istration,  which  was  granted. 

A  visit  was  then  made  to  Ernistina  Cortez,  a  lady 
of  some  76  years  of  age,  on  whom  they  call  regularly. 
She  was  in  bed  with  a  serious  heart  attack,  and  wished 
for  administration,  expressing  her  feelings  that  it  mat- 
tereth  not  if  she  should  live  or  die, '  placing  herself 
in  the  hands  of  God  to  do  as  he  saw  fit. 

Later  in  the  same  day,  another  visit  was  made  to 
Julian  Gonzales,  who  was  by  now  sitting  up  and  feel¬ 
ing  much  better.  He  said  that  the  reason  for  his 
recovery  being  so  prompt  was  the  administration,  and 
he  would  never  forget  the  Elders. 

In  Houston,  the  outlook  is  really  very  encouraging. 
There  is  among  our  true  investigaotrs  a  fine  foundation 
for  a  small  branch,  but  we  are  severely  handicapped 
by  lack  of  a  suitable  meeting  place.  Our  one-member 
Sunday  School  has  been  augmented  occasionally  dur- 
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ing  the  last  month  by  the  presence  of  several  in¬ 
vestigators,  and  the  conference  session  was  fairly  well 

attended  by  an  extremely  interested  group,  despite  the 
year's  first  cold  snap. 

The  missionaries  of  San  Antonio  terminated  a  very 
eventful  month  with  a  bazaar  given  by  the  Relief 

Society  and  a  program  by  the  Primaries.  .The  program 
consisted  of  Mexican  dances  and  songs,  in  the  native 
costume  while  the  bazaar  constituted  a  sale  of  the 

handiwork  of  the  Relief  Society  sisters,  and  a  supper 
of  enchiladas,  tamales,  tacos,  mole,  Mexican  candy  and 
soad  water.  The  program  turned  out  very  successful 
for  which  credit  is  due  the  lady  missionaries,  Sisters 


COLORADO-NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT  QUARTET 
WITH  ACCOMPANIST 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Corine  Lambert, 
Henry  Jacobs. 

Back  Row:  Valden  O’Donnal,  Merlin  S.  Horne, 
and  Grant  A.  Guymon. 

Martinez  and  Tolboe,  and  an  investigator,  Jesusita 
de  la  Rosa,  who  was  largely  responsible  for  the  danc¬ 
ing  and  the  customes. 

The  following  day,  two  very  inspirational  sessions 
of  conference  were  enjoyed.  Those  who  assisted  were 
filled  with  the  spiritual  feast  presented  by  Apostle 
Joseph  F.  Merrill  and  President  O.  C.  Williams. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  report  a  steady  progress  in, 
the  work  of  the  Lord  among  the  Lamanile  people  of 
Del  Rio.  The  members  are  all  faithful  Latter-day  Saints 
and  many  friends  are  becoming  investigators.  In  spite 
of  the  local  football  game  there  was  fine  cooperation  of 
friends  in  helping  with  the  conference.  The  two  Span¬ 
ish  newspapers  gave  space  in  their  papers,  announcing 
the  conference  and  one  of  them  gave  prominent  front¬ 
page  position  to  the  picture  of  Eider  Joseph  F.  Merrill 
with  friendly  and  helpful  comments. 

COLORADO-NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT:  -  Edward  L. 
Howard,  President,  Box  553,  Walsenburg,  Colorado. 

Immediately  following  the  General  Conference  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  President  O.  C.  Williams,  accompanied 
by  Apostle  Joseph  F.  Merrill,  journeyed  by  automabile 
to  Denver,  Colorado.  After  having  finished  their  visit 
in  this  district  the  President  and  visiting  Apostle  passed 
on  to  other  districts  of  the  mission.  We  are  happy  to 
report  that  they  were  very  well  pleased  with  the  fine 
work  of  the  missionaries  and  the  long  and  well  used 
hours  they  were  putting  in.  They  were  particularly 
gratified  by  the  work  of  the  district  quartet. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Milda  Schwendiman,  from  Newdale,  Ida.,  to  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Calif. 

Ivan  Stahle,  from  Park  City,  Utah,  to  Houston,  Texas. 
Ruth  Viola  Terry,  from  Rigby,  Ida.,  to  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas,  to  reopen  lady  missionary  work  there. 

Dellis  Barney  Johnson,  from  Marysville,  Calif.,  to 
Fabens,  Texas,  reopening  work  there. 

Edith  Ball,  from  Rigby,  Ida.,  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Sue  Carmen  Jennings,  from  Lame  Deer,  Montana,  to 
Brownsville,  Texas. 

Blanche  J.  Swasey,  from  Boneta,  Utah,  to  El  Paso,  Tex. 
Winfield  Howard  Mackay,  from  Cypress,  Calif.,  to 
Austin,  Texas. 


Clayton  S,  DaBell,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.,  to  Browns¬ 
ville,  Texas. 

Robert  Henry  Burton,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Walsen¬ 
burg,  Colorado. 

TRANSFERS 

Joseph  A.  Ward -Home,  Denver,  Colo.,  to  continue 
labors  there. 

Ivan  L.  Chuff,  from  Brownsville,  Tex.,  to  Mission  Office. 

Raymond  S.  Hemingway,  from  Nogales,  Ariz.  to  Bisbee, 
Arizona. 

Don  F.  Harris,  from  San  Diego,  Calif,  to  Nogales,  Ariz. 

Carlos  P.  Cutler,  from  Jerome,  Ariz.  to  Douglas,  Ariz. 

Floyd  E.  Hayes,  from  Jerome,  Ariz.,  to  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Floyd  A.  Fowler,  from  Douglas,  Ariz.  to  Fabens,  Tex. 

Roselin  Siringham,  from  El  Paso,  Texas  to  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas. 

Gilbert  McDougal,  from  San  Antonio,  Texas  to  Bisbee, 
Arizona. 

Sarah  E.  Patterson,  from  Brownsville,  Texas  to  Laredo, 
Texas. 

Wade  H.  Andrews,  from  El  Paso,  Texas  to  Carlsbad, 
New  Mexico. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Joseph  Jensen  — Senior  in  Austin,  Texas. 

Wilbur  Ranney- Senior  in  San  Diego,  California. 

J.  Harold  Call  — Senior  in  Nogales,  Arizona. 

Pauline  Mickelsen  — Senior  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Della  Wilson  —  Senior  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Clementina  Brown  — Senior  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Ruth  Burt  — Senior  in  Laredo,  Texas. 

Dennis  O.  Sorensen  — Senior  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Donald  Maynes —  President  North  Texas  District. 

Delmer  Olson -President  South  Texas  District. 

RELEASES 

Henry  Jacobs,  of  Walsenburg,  Colo.  — Home,  Colonia 
Juarez,  Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

Agnes  D.  Branch,  of  El  Paso,  Texas -Home,  Wellington, 
Utah. 

Elizabeth  Adams,  of  San  Diego,  Calif. —  Home,  Rigby, 
Idaho. 

Dolores  Trujillo,  of  Los  Angeles,  California  -  Home, 
Manassa,  Colorado. 

Lola  Bird,  of  Laredo,  Texas  — Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 

Parley  Virgil  Oleson,  of  San  Anotnio,  Texas -Home, 
Clearfield,  Utah. 

Chellis  Leslie  Hall,  of  Laredo,  Texas -Home,  Eagar, 
Arizona. 

VAUGH  GREEN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

OFFICE Marva  Cram,  Stenographer. 

During  the  month  we  were  privileged  to  have 
President  Heber  J.  Grant,  Brother  Joseph  Anderson, 
and  Elder  George  Albert  Smith  of  the  Quorum  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  visit  with  us.  A  most  delightful 
evening  was  spent  with  the  President  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates.  His  ever-ready  humor  and  wit  coupled  with 
his  inimitable  stories  of  Church  history,  now  and 
then  sprinkled  with  exciting  and  dramatic  incidents 
from  his  private  life  as  a  citizen  and  also  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Almighty,  contributed  much  to  an 
evening  long  to  be  remembered  by  those  present. 

We  were  also  honored  this  month  in  having  Sister 
Louise  Y.  Robison,  the  President  of  the  National  Wom¬ 
en's  Relief  Societies  of  the  world,  who  came  to  Chicago 
to  attend  a  National  Stewardship  Convention.  Sister 
Robison  has  a  quiet  dignity  and  a  genial  spirit  com¬ 
bined  with  a  personality  which  reflects  credit  upon  the 
important  position  which  she  holds. 

Elder  Bartlett  C.  Mitchell  who  has  served  as  Mission 
Secretary  for  over  a  year  has  been  called  to  preside 
over  the  South  Indiana  District.  He  truly  exemplifies 
the  spirit  of  the  "second  mile."  He  is  missed  by  the 
Office  Force,  but  we  know  he  will  carry  the  same 
spirit  in  his  new  calling.  He  will  reflect  a  great 
credit  upon  the  district  and  will  win  the  love  and 
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confidence  of  all  those  over  whom  he  is  called  to 
preside. 

During  the  month  Sister  Myrtle  Winger,  the  mission, 
recorder,  was  transferred  to  East  Michigan  to  serve 
there  in  active  missionary  work.  We  wish  her  suc¬ 
cess  and  happiness  and  we  feel  sure  she  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  distinguish  herself  as  a  missionary. 

We  welcome  into  the  Office  at  this  time,  Elder 
Lewis  H.  Lloyd  of  North  Illinois  District,  who  will 
work  as  the  Mission  Secretary.  His  previous  experi¬ 
ence  qualifies  him  for  this  responsible  position.  We 


MISSIONARIES  OF  NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right:  Vernon  Schoffield,  Hubert  V. 

Burton,  District  President:  Maude  T.  Schoffield, 

Paul  Vance.  Berkeley  Larsen,  Harold  Mathews, 

Sven  P.  Hansen. 

trust  his  stay  here  in  the  office  will  be  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

It  is  also  with  pleasure  that  we  welcome  Sister 
Evelyn  Clawson  from  East  Michigan.  She  has  been 
chosen  to  succeed  Sister  Winger  as  the  mission  re¬ 
corder.  She  has  been  a  most  energetic  and  efficient 
missionary  and  is  proving  herself  worthy  of  this 
position. 

The  Northern  States  Mission  Office  Force  wish  all 
their  fellow  missionaries  best  of  Season's  Greetings. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Owen  Probst,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"As  a  man  thinketh  so  is  he."  When  a  missionary 
comes  into  the  mission  field,  he  usually  says  he  thinks 
the  Gospel  is  true.  When  a  missionary  leaves  the 
mission  field  he  can  nearly  always  say  he  knows 
the  Gospel  is  true,  because  truth  does  not  change. 

At  a  district  conference  held  in  Evansville  in  Janu- 
ary  almost  a  year  ago,  Sister  May  G.  Hinckley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Northern  States  Mission  Relief  Society, 

noticed  a  few  conditions  that  could  be  improved.  She 
could  see  that  they  needed  a  Sacrament  set,  and  so 
thought  of  a  way  of  getting  one.  She  decided  the 
big  thing  was  to  get  started,  so  she  gave  the  first 

fifty  cents  toward  this  set.  With  her  start,  and  the 

efforts  of  the  Relief  Society  sisters  and  the  support 
of  the  branch  a  very  fine  sacrament  set  has  been 
obtained. 

EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT  :-Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

Forty-five  missionaries  gathered  together  at  one  lime 
would  bring  but  one  thing,  sheer  happiness.  This 

would  be  especially  true  when  gathered  together  to 
hear  the  inspiring  words  of  wisdom  from  our  leaders. 
The  four-district  conference  held  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
at  which  time  President  and  Sister  David  O.  McKay 
and  President  and  Sister  Hinckley  were  special  guests, 
was  indeed  an  occasion  to  ever  be  remembered.  The, 
choice  gems  of  truth  and  inspiration  given  freely  at 
this  joyous  occasion  have  added  immeasurably  to  the 
treasure  store  of  those  who  attended. 

In  September,  1936,  the  state  of  Iowa  was  divided 
into  the  West  and  East  Iowa  Districts.  Since  that  lime 
a  more  rapid  rate  of  growth  has  been  seen  in  both 
districts.  Evidence  of  additional  growth  in  East  Iowa 
has  been  manifested  in  the  organization  of  two  new 
Relief  Societies.  With  Sister  Harriet  Norris  and  her 
corps  of  officers  at  the  head  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Society 
and  Sister  Christina  DeVol  and  her  helpers  at  the  head 
of  the  Ottumwa  Society  success  is  inevitable.  We 
wish  them  well.  We  commend  Elders  Morris  Christen¬ 
sen  and  Gene  Merkley  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  Keith  M. 


Stock  and  Don  L.  Rushton  of  Ottumwa  for  their  efforts 
in  effecting  the  organization  of  these  two  societies. 

Under  the  capable  supervision  of  our  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Sisters  Mary  Furr  and  Ramola  Lee,  the  Pri¬ 
mary  work  in  East  Iowa  is  advancing  very  nicely. 
Two  new  Primaries,  recently  organized,  brings  the  dis¬ 
trict  total  to  ten.  The  moulding  of  high  ideals  in  the* 
minds  of  these  children  while  their  minds  are  plastic 
and  pliable  is  a  very  great  responsibility,  and  we 
commend  the  lady  missionaries  for  their  zealous  efforts 
in  stimulating  this  work  in  East  Iowa. 

We  mourn  the  passing  of  Sister  Adele  Heckel,  and 
to  her  loved  ones  we  express  our  deepest  sympathies. 
Baptized  but  a  few  months  before  her  death,  she  bore 
a  fervent  testimony  of  the  truth  and  actuality  of  the 
Gospel  Restoration. 

NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Hubert  V.  Burton, 
President. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  in  the 
elders  of  the  Church  and  let  them  pray  over  him  an- 
nointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord /-And 
the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick  and  the  Lord 
shall  raise  him  up." 

Recently  we  were  holding  a  Study  Class  in  the  home 
of  Brother  Lee  Thomas.  This  member  was  quite  ill 
and  asked  us  to  administer  to  him.  In  accord  with 
his  request,  the  above  passage  of  scripture  was  once 
more  put  to  the  test,  and  again  the  Lord  came  to  our 
aid.  Brother  Thomas  rested  well  that  night  and  went 
to  work  the  next  day. 

This  demonstration  is  not  uncommon,  but  to  those 
who  are  humble  before  the  Lord  it  is  faith  promoting. 

Elder  Marvin  J.  Deamer,  mission  representative,  made 
a  tour  of  the  branches  in  the  Mission,  in  the  interest 
of  the  auxiliaries.  In  each  branch  of  this  district,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  which  time  Elder  Deamer  en¬ 
couraged  the  Saints  to  continue  to  be  faithful  in  this 
work,  because  it  is  most  assuredly  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

A  Branch  Conference  was  held  in  Bloomington,  No¬ 
vember  20,  at  which  all  of  the  missionaries  of  the 
district  were  present.  We  rejoice  on  such  occasions 
for  the  spirit  it  leaves  with  the  missionaries.  It 
strengthens  our  faith  and  gives  us  more  inspiration  to 
go  forward  in  this  work. 

North  Illinois  wishes  to  say  Merry  Christmas  to  all 
the  readers  of  the  Liahona. 

EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:  -  Ferra  M.  Young,  Presi¬ 
dent 

We  are  finding  great  opportunity  in  our  work  of 
getting  into  homes  through  the  use  of  the  illustrated 
lecture.  This  invariably  proves  effective  in  making 
friends  and  stimulating  interest. 

The  Port  Huron  missionaries  report:  "After  present¬ 
ing  'Church  History'  in  the  home  of  some  trading 
friends,  they  requested  that  it  be  presented  at  one 
of  their  monthly  Welfare  Program  gatherings.  There 
were  thirty-nine  present  and  all  expressed  great  in¬ 
terest  and  appreciation  for  the  lecture  presenattion  and 
accompanying  musical  numbers." 

Thanksgiving  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  East  Michigan  who  met  together  at  Port 
Huron.  After  a  delicious  dinner  was  served  a  very 
inspirational  business  and  testimony  meeting  was  held. 
All  returned  to  their  respective  branches  with  re¬ 
newed  vigor  and  determination  to  more  effectively 
and  conscientiously  do  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this 
part  of  his  great  vineyard. 

For  the  past  seven  months  we  have  enjoyed  the 
friendly  personality,  and  congenial  spirit  of  Sister 
Evelyn  Clawson.  Reluctantly  we  bid  her  good-bye  as 
she  leaves  for  the  office.  Coming  to  us  from  the 
Mission  Office  to  replace  Sister  Clawson  is  Sister 
Myrtle  Winger,  whose  sweet  spirit  of  humility  is 
heartily  welcomed  to  this  district. 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT: -Eldon  W.  Cooley,  President. 

Many  of  the  Saints  and  missionaries  throughout  the 
Wisconsin  District  gathered  in  Eau  Claire  on  Novem¬ 
ber  13  to  attend  another  quarterly  district  conference. 
We  greatly  appreciated  the  presence  of  President  Bryant 
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S.  Hinckley  who  presided  over  the  conference.  His  in¬ 
spiring  talks  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  and  everybody 
left  with  a  firmer  determination  to  accomplish  the  ob¬ 
jectives  that  were  presented. 

Some  very  successful  Relief  Society  conferences  have 
been  held  in  the  various  branchs  throughout  the  Wis¬ 
consin  District  during  the  past  two  months.  Here 
people  have  gathered  to  learn  more  about  the  Relief 
Society  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  organized. 

Sisters  Hack  well  and  Forester  have  reported  an  in¬ 
teresting  contact.  While  out  trading  with  the  Book 
of  Mormon  they  met  a  young  lady  who  gladly  accepted 
the  book.  She  seemed  to  be  greatly  interested  in  the 
work  in  which  they  were  engaged.  On  returning  they 
found  that  she  was  reading  the  Book  and  seemed 
deeply  interested  in  it.  Since  then  she  has  been  at¬ 
tending  the  meetings  and  has  requested  that  lectures 
on  Mormonism  be  given  in  her  home. 

As  we  come  to  the  close  of  another  year  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Wisconsin  District  greatly  rejoice  in 
the  blessings  and  the  success  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  granted  us  as  his  servants  in  spreading  this  re¬ 
stored  Gospel  throughout  hi*  vineyard. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Royal  Davis  Anderson,  from  Pocatello,  Ida.,  to  S.  Ohio. 
Junior  T.  Lundgreen,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  N.  Ohio. 
Svend  Peter  Hansen,  from  Lehi,  Utah,  to  N.  Illinois. 
Buelah  Ricks,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  South  Ohio. 
Ora  Steed,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  East  Iowa. 
TRANSFERS 

Eldon  W.  Cooley,  from  W.  Michigan  to  Wisconsin. 
Ned  M.  Parcell,  from  North  Ohio  to  West  Michigan. 
Lewis  H.  Lloyd,  from  North  Illinois  to  Mission  Office. 
Oliver  F.  Hansen,  from  West  Michigan  to  South  Illinois. 
Doyle  A.  Wilde,  from  West  Iowa  to  Wisconsin  Dist. 
James  V.  Barber,  from  South  llinois  to  Wisconsin  Dist. 
Bartlett  C.  Mitchell,  from  Mission  Office  to  S.  Indiana. 
Myrtle  Winger,  from  Mission  Office  to  East  Michigan. 
Mary  Furr,  from  East  Iowa  to  West  Michigan  District. 
Lucy  Godfrey,  from  North  Ohio  to  South  Ohio. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Lewis  H.  Lloyd -Mission  Secretary. 

Oliver  F.  Hansen -President  South  Illinois  District. 
Eldon  W.  Cooley -President  Wisconsin  District. 

Bartlett  C.  Mitchell -President  South  Indiana  District. 
Elman  Jackson -President  North  Ohio  District. 

RELEASES 

Sidney  F.  Hurren,  of  N.  Ohio -Home,  Hyde  Park,  Utah. 
Donald  H.  Bradford,  of  S.  Ohio-Home,  Franklin,  Idaho. 
Dwight  W.  Loosli,  of  Wisconsin -Home,  Victor,  Idaho. 
David  Elmer  Astle,  of  Wisconsin -Home,  Logan,  Utah. 
Kenneth  J.  Ericksen,  of  Wisconsin -Home,  Collinston,  U. 
Wilbur  Harding,  of  South  Illinois -Home,  Provo,  Utah. 
Owen  Probst,  of  South  Indiana- Home,  Midway,  Utah. 
Nada  W.  Jones,  of  North  Ohio  — Home,  Malad,  Idaho. 

LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  DISTRICT: -Basil  R.  Walker,  Presi¬ 
dent  906  6ih  Avenue,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

On  August  17,  the  Iowa  Territorial  Centennial  Expo¬ 
sition  opened  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa  and  continued 
until  September  15.  Due  to  the  important  part  the 
Mormons  played  in  the  founding  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Ihe  Church  was  invited  to  present  an  exhibition  at 
this  Exposition,  in  a  building  which  was  constructed 
without  cost  to  the  Church.  This  building  represented 
the  Log  Meeting  House  erected  here  in  1847  by  the 
Latter-day  Saint  people.  Featured  in  the  exhibit  were 
plaster  models  of  the  monuments:  "Tragedy  at  Winter 
Quarters"  and  "New  Life  and  New  Frontiers",  models 
of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  and  Tabernacle,  a  plaster 
plaque  representing  "Eternal  Progress,"  and  various 
pictures  depicting  pioneer  life  and  events. 


The  Church  was  also  asked  to  designate  one  day 
of  the  Centennial  as  Mormon  Day.  On  that  day  a 
program  was  held  at  the  Centennial  Grounds  and  the 
following  participated:  Elder  George  Albert  Smith,  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve;  President  W.  W.  Seeg- 
miller,  of  the  Western  States  Mission;  President  Elias 
S.  Woodruff,  of  the  Central  States  Mission,-  Robert  E. 
O'Brien,  Secretary  of  State,  State  of  Iowa;  Frank  W. 
Asper,  Tabernacle  Organist;  and  the  Pioneer  Trails 
Quartet.  There  were  approximately  forty  missionaries 
at  the  services,  some  coming  from  the  Northern  States 
and  Central  States  Missions. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  find  that  the  pub¬ 
licity  the  Church  received  during  the  Centennial  has 
been  a  great  advantage  to  them  in  trading.  The  ex¬ 
hibit  impressed  everyone  who  visited  it  and  many 
now  regard  the  Church  more  highly  than  they  prev¬ 
iously  did. 

On  October  2,  a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  the 
Council  Bluffs  Branch.  We  welcome  Dorothy  June 
Smith  and  Sylvester  Montgomery  Mecham  into  the 
fold  of  Christ. 

On  October  6,  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  missionaries  for  Sister  Naomi  Thompson.  The  fu¬ 
neral  home  was  well  filled  with  people,  many  of 
whom  were  not  members  of  the  Church. 

NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT Ivan  H.  Woodward, 
President,  909  South  Cedar,  Casper,  Wyoming. 

"The  real  missionary  is  silent  when  he  has  nothing 
to  say;  also  when  others  have  something  to  say. 

He  strives  to  out-think  the  investigator  rather  than 
to  out-talk  him. 

He  wins  respect  by  being  respectful  and  respectable. 

He  can  be  courteous  in  the  face  of  discourtesy. 

He  turns  up  with  a  smile  and  still  smiles  when  he  is 
turned  down. 

He  has  self-confidence  but  does  not  show  it. 

He  understands  men  and  can  make  himself  understood 
by  men." 

Elders  Bruce  Anderson  and  Laurence  Macdonald  who 
are  laboring  in  Sheridan  relate  the  following  experience: 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  23,  they  were  given  an  invitation 
by  Reverend  Quentin  Summerfeld,  minister  of  the  Clear- 
mont  Larger  Parish,  to  go  the  rounds  of  his  circuit 
and  speak  to  his  various  congregations. 

They  first  spoke  at  Morning  Worship  in  Arvada, 
Wyo.,  with  an  attendance  of  about  thirty-eight,  then 
down  to  the  Powder  River  District  where  a  crowd 
gathered  to  hear  their  message,  and  in  the  evening 
they  were  privileged  to  speak  at  Clearmont.  The  themes 
of  their  talks  at  each  of  these  meetings  were  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel,  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith.  They  distributed  one  Book  of  Mormon 
and  about  a  hundred  pamphlets,  and  in  all  about 
seventy-one  people  attended  these  meetings.  They 
were  very  well  received  and  given  invitations  back. 

While  trading  Sisters  Ellis  Curtis  and  Lula  Ellis 
were  invited  into  the  home  of  a  retired  Methodist 
minister,  who  engaged  them  in  a  friendly  conversation 
on  Baptism,  a  subject  which  he  had  studied  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  After  an  hour  and  a  half  of  discussion  he 
invited  them  to  stay  for  lunch,  and  remarked  at  their 
departure  that  he  had  learned  many  things  and  gave 
them  a  hearty  invitation  to  call  again. 

Elders  Rupert  Hulet  and  LeRoy  Smith,  while  on  ihei 
road  from  Riverton  to  Fort  Washakie  were  given  a 
ride  by  a  man  who  almost  passed  them  by,  but  no¬ 
ticing  the  signs  on  their  brief  cases  stopped  and 
picked  them  up.  On  the  way  he  mentioned  the  fact 
that  his  mother  was  a  Mormon  and  also  his  wife's 
mother,  and  he  had  a  little  girl  he  wanted  them  to 
baptize.  He  invited  them  to  come  to  his  place  and 
hold  a  meeting  at  any  lime.  He  promised  to  con¬ 
gregate  an  audience  and  assured  them  that  they  would 
be  well  provided  for. 

As  missionaries,  we  are  confident  that  if  we  will  do 
our  pari,  by  living  good,  wholesome  lives,  ever  striv¬ 
ing  to  develop  our  personalities  and  God-given  talents, 
we  will  be  in  a  position  to  accept  the  opportunities 
which  are  knocking  at  our  door,  and  ways  and  means 
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will  be  provided  whereby  we  may  accomplish  our  aim 
in  spreading  the  Gospel. 

WEST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT Elden  W.  Fell,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1702  West  5th  St.,  North  Plalte,  Nebraska. 

**Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these  should  not 
be  baptized,  which  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
well  as  we?  And  he  commanded  them  to  be  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

In  compliance  with  this  admonition  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  three  chlidren  went  into  the  waters  of  baptism 
with  Elder  Thorely  Johnson  officiating  in  the  ordinance. 
They  were:  Carrol  Jean  Burkman,  Robert  Dale  Wilson 
and  Max  Duane  Scheel.  The  baptismal  font  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  Grand  Island  was  used  and  we 
truly  appreciate  the  congenial  spirit  that  the  minister 
of  that  church  showed  by  giving  us  permission  to  use 
the  building.  Immediately  following  the  baptismal 
service  a  confirmation  service  was  held  with  Elder 
Felt  presiding.  An  inspirational  meeting  was  held  and 
Elders  Smith,  Balls  and  Felt  assisted  in  confirming  the 
candidates  members  of  the  Church. 

An  extensive  tour  of  the'  district  has  recently  been 
completed  by  Elders  Felt,  Balls,  Smith  and  Johnson. 
They  traveled  1,100  miles  in  an  effort  to  reach  the 
Saints  in  scattered  areas  who  have  lost  direct  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Church.  They  found  the  majority  of  the 
Saints  to  be  living  in  humble  conditions,  yet  they, 
had  the  necessities  of  life  and  were  happy.  Their 
testimonies  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  seem 
to  grow  stronger  as  the  years  pass  and  they  are  a 
powerful  influence  for  good  in  the  communities  in 
which  they  reside. 

While  on  this  same  tour  the  missionaries  conducted 
funeral  service  for  Sister  Lily  Blender  of  York,  Ne¬ 
braska.  To  the  bereaved  loved  ones  of  Sister  Blender 
the  Saints  and  missionaries  extend  their  sympathy  and 
love. 

To  Sisters  Anna  Rogers  and  Zelda  Wheeler  is  due 
much  credit  and  praise.  They  are  laboring  in  North 
Platte  and  their  Primaries  and  Bee  Hive  classes  are 
thriving  and  added  interest  seems  to  be  indicated  at 
their  meetings.  In  addition  to  studying  the  prescribed 
lessons  in  Bee  Hive  work  they  are  learning  the  art  of 
making  beautiful  artificial  flowers  under  the  guidance 
of  Mrs.  Berger  and  Sisters  Rogers  and  Wheeler. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
2781  Alpha,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

Elders  Taylor  and  Wilde  were  asked  recently  to  ac¬ 
company  a  lady  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  one  of  her  immediate  relatives.  On  the 
way,  while  passing  through  a  small  town,  at  one  of 
the  intersections  a  truck  hit  the  rear  of  the  car  in 
which  they  riding.  The  impact  spun  the  car  around 
and  when  it  stopped  it  was  facing  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion.  No  one  was  hurt  except  for  minor  bruises  and 
witnesses  say,  "it  was  a  miracle  that  the  car  didn't 
tip  over  when  it  struck  the  curb  and  injure  someone^ 
seriously."  We  feel  that  the  protecting  hand  of  God 
was  with  us  and  are  grateful  for  our  safe  deliverance. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  prepared  a  booth  at 
the  State  Fair  held  in  Lincoln,  Sept.  4  to  9.  The  booth 
was  decorated  with  scenes  of  Utah  and  events  con¬ 
nected  with  the  early  history  of  the  Church.  The 
scenes  were  painted  by  the  renowned  artist,  Avard 
Fairbanks.  Some  fine  contacts  were  made  during  the 
week,  many  of  which  could  have  been  made  in  no 
other  way.  Many  people  who  have  been  in  Salt  Lake 
slopped  and  told  us  how  favorably  they  were  im¬ 
pressed  with  Utah  and  her  people.  Very  much  litera¬ 
ture  was  distributed  and  many  fine  experiences  were 
had. 

Regular  meetings  are  being  held  in  Falls  City  under 
the  direction  of  Elders  Pace  and  Wilde  and  the  Saints 
in  that  vicinity  seem  to  be  getting  along  very  nicely. 

EAST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT  :-C.  Alfred  Frost,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3036  Meredith,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

On  Sept.  11  a  bronze  replica  of  the  Winter  Quarters 
Monument  was  presented  to  the  Joslyn  Memorial.  This 
is  a  large,  beautiful  art  museum,  built  and  presented 


to  the  city  of  Omaha  by  Mrs.  Joslyn.  Over  one  thou¬ 
sand  people  were  in  attendance.  Included  were  Elder 
George  Albert  Smith,  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller, 
President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  and  a  few  missionaries  from 
the  Central  States  Mission,  Frank  W.  Asper,  Tabernacle 
organist  and  the  Utah  Pioneer  Quartet  composed  of 
Earl  Marlin,  Burdette  Brimley,  Edward  Platt  and  Alvin 
Keddington. 

Elder  George  Albert  Smith  made  the  presentation  and 
Mayor  Dan  Butler  accepted  it.  The  Utah  Pioneer 
Quartet  sang  some  outstanding  selections  and  for  the 
conclusion  Frank  W.  Asper  gave  a  half  hour  organ 
recital.  Many  friends  were  made  by  this  worthy 
work. 

The  Lord  works  in  a  mysterious  way  his  wonders 
to  perform.  Recently  a  member  of  the  Church  living 
in  Columbus,  Nebraska,  severed  her  connection  with 
the  Church.  She  was  baptized  twelve  years  previous 
and  all  this  time  she  has  been  trying  to  persuade  her 
husband  to  join  the  Church.  He  was  hurt  and  deeply 
affected  by  her  actions.  He  bought  his  first  Bible  and 
began  studying,  and  brought  many  of  his  questions 
and  problems  to  us.  With  the  help  of  Brother  J.  Fred 
Evans  of  Council  Bluffs,  he  has  received  a  testimony 
of  the  Gospel  and  we  welcome  Brother  Willis  Lyman 
Cockran  into  the  Church.  His  wife  was  thrilled  be¬ 
cause  of  his  decision  and  actions.  Although  she  left 
the  Church  she  regards  his  conversion  as  an  answer  to 
her  prayers.  Now  she  is  beginning  to  see  her  mis¬ 
take  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
she  will  again  be  in  full  fellowship  in  the  Church. 

A  month  ago  Elders  Harris  and  Frost  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Niobrara,  Nebraska. 
As  a  result,  the  banker  of  the  town  has  become  very 
interested  in  the  Gospel  and  is  thrilled  with  what  he 
reads.  He  wants  everyone  in  town  to  hear  the  mission¬ 
aries.  The  Presbyterian  church  has  been  withdrawn 
from  our  use  and  he  is  doing  everything  possible 
to  have  a  suitable  meeting  place  provided  for  us  on 
our  next  regular  visit. 

DENVER  DISTRICT Sheldon  S.  Dixon,  President, 
471  Downing,  Denver,  Colorado. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  in  the  Bamum  Branch  on 
October  16,  Branch  President  O.  H.  Clifton  conduct¬ 
ing.  It  was  our  privilege  to  have  with  us  President 
and  Sister  Seegmiller.  They  gave  inspiring  talks  re¬ 
lating  to  latest  conference  reports  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
and  concerning  the  organization  of  this  district  into 
a  district  comparable  to  a  fully  organized  and  progres¬ 
sive  Stake. 

Sisters  Pearl  Hale  and  Marjorie  Reece  at  East  Den¬ 
ver  are  meeting  with  much  success  in  their  work. 
Faithful  efforts  in  regular  trading  are  resulting  to  the 
extent  that  many  investigators  and  friends  are  showing 
much  interest  in  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  The 
missionaries  are  holding  several  Primaries  each  week 
throughout  Denver  and  many  children  are  taking  ac¬ 
tive  interest. 

On  Oct.  30  district  conference  was  held  in  Denver, 
Colorado.  President  William  W.  Seegmiller  presided 
and  conducted.  At  this  special  conference  a  district, 
including  the  branches  of  Denver,  Englewood,  Bamum, 
Ft.  Collins,  Pueblo,  Laramie  and  Cheyenne  was  or¬ 
ganized.  It  is  to  be  known  as  the  Denver  District,  and 
is  comparable  in  a  general  way  to  an  organized  stake. 
This  district  remains  in  the  Western  States  Mission 
presided  over  by  the  President  of  this  mission.  Mission¬ 
ary  District  Presidents  retain  their  positions  presiding 
over  missionaries  and  assigned  missionary  activities. 
Those  sustained  as  the  District  Presidency  were  Douglas 
M.  Todd,  president;  Gilbert  E.  Pulsipher,  first  counselor 
and  Alexander  H.  Yeates,  second  counselor.  Branch 
and  district  conferences  have  been  arranged  and  with 
the  continuation  of  the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  these 
plans  will  be  carried  out  with  dispatch  and  success. 

We  love  and  honor  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller 
in  their  calling,  sincerely  appreciating  their  efforts. 
All  engaged  in  this  glorious  work  of  the  upbuilding 
of  the  Lord's  kingdom  are  greatly  blessed. 
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ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Mildred  Louise  Hansen,  from  Tabor,  Alberta,  Canada, 
to  Scottsbluff  District. 

Grant  Wilson  Cooley,  from  Newton,  Utah,  to  N.  Wyo. 
William  Ernest  Toone,  from  Glaresholm,  Alberta,  Can¬ 
ada,  to  East  Nebraska  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Thad  M.  Bulkeley,  from  Black  Hills  to  West  Nebraska. 
Wayne  P.  Traveller,  from  Black  Hills  to  Scottsbluff. 
Willard  M.  Stephenson,  from  Denver  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
Lula  A.  Ellis,  from  N.  Wyoming  to  Black  Hills  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Don  A.  Smith  —  President  of  Black  Hills  District. 
Laurence  E.  Macdonald  — President  of  Council  Bluffs. 
Russell  C.  Harris  — President  of  East  Nebraska  District. 
RELEASES 

Don  C.  Gunnell,  of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Howell,  Utah. 
Kenneth  Turner,  of  Pueblo -Home,  Smithfield,  Utah. 
Ida  May  McFarland,  of  Scottsbluff —  Home,  Casper,  Wyo. 
Ellis  B.  Curtis,  of  N.  Wyoming-Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Lila  C.  Cox,  of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Fairview,  Utah. 
Basil  R.  Walker,  of  Council  Bluffs -Home,  Rockland,  Ida. 
C.  Alfred  Frost,  of  E.  Nebraska  — Home,  Monticello,  Ida. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT Alvin  L.  Ralphs,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

As  time  marches  on  we  find  the  Gospel  message 
being  delivered  to  many  people  and  they  are  accepting 
of  the  truths  upon  which  Mormonism  is  based.  If  we 
are  going  to  accept  religion  as  our  anchor  to  hold  us 
from  being  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  worldly  affairs, 
we  must  know  and  accept  the  truth  and  the  truth 
will  make  us  free. 

Among  those  who  have  come  into  the  fold  of  Jesus 
Christ  since  the  last  report  are:  Brother  and  Sister 
Theodore  H.  M.  Ochse,  baptized  by  Elder  V.  J.  Hailing, 
Sister  Stella  Richards,  baptized  by  Elder  Lynn  Waters 
and  Sister  Grace  Mae  Watts  by  Elder  Lester  A.  Hansen. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  the  death  of  two  very  faithful 
and  noble  members,  Sister  Edna  Mae  McHenry,  whose 
funeral  services  were  held  Nov.  7,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Kansas  City,  Missouri  Branch  and  Sister  Julia 
N.  Dick  of  Independence,  Missouri,  whose  funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  Nov.  8  under  the  direction  of  the* 
Independence,  Mo.  Branch. 

Elders  Leo  M.  Turnbow  and  Lester  A.  Hansen  have 
been  doing  a  good  work  in  Boonville,  Mo.  •  The  frist 
Elders  began  missionary  activity  in  Boonville  less  than, 
a  year  ago  and  it  has  proved  to  be  a  very  fruitful 
field.  Several  conversions  have  been  made  there. 
Elders  V.  J.  Hailing  and  Dwight  W.  Smith  have  ac¬ 
complished  much  good  in  Clinton,  Mo.  Elders  Lynn 
Waters,  LeRoy  Sweat  and  Charles  W.  McConkie  have 
been  laboring  in  Centropolis,  Mo.  Elders  Lyle  A. 
Peterson  and  Alvin  L.  Ralphs  are  laboring  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

The  lady  missionaries  in  the  district  are  all  doing 
a  splendid  work.  Sisters  Bessie  Greenhalgh  and  Helen 
Adams  are  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Sisters  Lizzie  Thomas 
and  Elfonda  Swapp  are  laboring  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 
Sisters  Gertrude  Neal  and  Naomi  Maycock  are  accomp¬ 
lishing  a  great  deal  in  Centropolis,  Mo.  Many  new 
Primaries  and  cottage  meetings  have  been  started 
.throughout  the  district. 

Elder  LeRoy  Sweat  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis 
and  is  improving  very  rapidly. 

During  the  month  of  October  we  met  for  a  missionary 
meeting  at  Independence,  Mo.  President  Woodruff  met 
with  us  and  we  received  a  very  good  message  of  in¬ 
struction  and  encouragement.  We  also  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  hearing  the  conference  report  given  at 
the  Kansas  City,  Mo.  chapel,  Sunday,  October  16,  by 


President  Woodruff.  The  missionaries  returned  to 
their  respective  fields  of  labor  with  a  determination 
to  discharge  their  duties  in  a  pleasing  and  acceptable 
manner  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT Curtis  R.  Hawkins, 
President. 

An  experience  had  by  President  Hawkins  and  Elder 
Arlo  B.  Smith  reminded  them  that  obedience  to  counsel 
from  the  authorities  of  the  Church  brings  blessings. 
The  day  after  word  was  received  that  Elders  were 
always  to  travel  together,  these  two  Elders  started  to 
a  conference  in  Tulsa,  both  of  the  mind  that  they 
would  travel  together.  But  in  order  to  more  easily 
get  a  ride,  it  was  decided  that  Elder  Smith  would  stand 
a  little  farther  down  the  road  and  Elder  Hawkins  would 
get  a  ride  for  both  when  a  car  should  stop.  After  an 
hour  without  any  success,  two  cars  stopped  but  the 
driver  of  each  would  only  take  one  passenger.  Presi¬ 
dent  Hawkins,  after  refusing  both  rides,  walked  up  to 
Elder  Smith  and  remarked  that  this  was  probably  a 
sample  of  the  difficulty  they  might  have  by  the  new 
ruling.  However,  both  feeling  that  the  Lord  would 
open  the  way,  Elder  Smith  came  and  stood  at  the  side 
of  President  Hawkins.  Not  five  minutes  later  a  ride 
came  taking  them  to  their  destination  for  the  day. 

Elder  Hailing  and  President  Hawkins,  while  touring 
the  district,  performed  a  very  interesting  baptism  in 
Lawton.  Mrs.  Minnie  Mantie  Rogers,  who  was  born 
in  London,  England,  and  who  is  known  widely  as 
Grandma  Rogers  had  visited  Salt  Lake  City  when  a 
young  married  lady.  There  she  and  her  husband  had 
been  entertained  in  the  home  of  President  Brigham 
Young,  and  being  quite  a  piano  artist  had  played  for 
him,  for  he  was  a  lover  of  music.  President  Hawkins 
became  acquainted  with  her  when  in  Lawton  over  a 
year  ago,  and  being  a  great  grandson  of  Brigham 
Young,  a  close  bond  grew  between  them.  Grandma 
Rogers  loves  the  Elders,  and  Pres.  Hawkins  was  priv¬ 
ileged  to  perform  the  baptism  of  this  grand  old  lady, 
who  will  be  97  years  old  next  May.  Though  near¬ 
ing  97  years  of  age,  Grandma  Rogers  can  hear  well, 
can  read  without  glasses,  walk  without  assistance,  and 
has  as  keen  a  mind  as  a  woman  twenty  years  her 
junior. 

Sister  Edna  Daisy  Dodson  also  entered  the  fold  of 
Christ  on  the  22nd  of  November.  Elder  Eugene  Houston 
Henegar  of  Lawton  has  done  some  fine  work  in  teach¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  to  these  two  fine  women  and  now  we 
wish  them  great  happiness  in  the  step  they  have  taken. 

West  Oklahoma  expresses  sorrow  at  the  passing  of 
Sister  Mattie  Dyer,  who  for  so  many  years  was  zealous 
in  the  Gospel,  and  a  friend  to  the  missionaries.  But  we 
now  feel  sure  that  this  good  sister  is  happy  in  her 
present  phase  of  life,  and  we  offer  this  thought  as  a 
comfort  to  her  family. 

On  the  9th  day  of  September  the  Sunday  School  at 
Burneyville  was  reorganized.  Lemuel  D.  Taylor  was 
released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  fine  work  he 
did  while  superintendent.  Clifton  B.  Williams  was 
appointed  and  set  apart  to  succeed  him.  Brothers  Syl¬ 
vester  Ladner  and  Pat  Rackley  were  again  appointed 
as  assistants  in  the  superintendency. 

WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICTS: -Paul  E.  Felt,  President. 

"Go  trusting  in  God,  and  continue  to  trust  him,  and 
he  will  open  the  way  and  multiply  blessings  upon 
you.  Gain  in  experience,  learn  wisdom  and  walk 
humbly  before  your  God  that  you  may  receive  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  guide  and  direct  you."  "He  shall  take 
one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  family." 

These  two  scriptural  quotations,  the  former  from  a 
modern  prophet,  and  the  latter  from  an  ancient  prophet, 
have  met  a  fulfillment  in  the  labors  of  the  missionaries 
of  this  district,  notably  with  Elders  Clifford  Merrill  and 
Francis  Burnham. 

Several  months  ago  Pres.  Taylor,  former  District  Presi¬ 
dent,  felt  impressed  to  send  Elders  Merrill  and  Burnham 
to  Lamed,  Kansas,  in  an  effort  to  open  up  this  field 
of  labor.  After  several  months  of  intensive  work  they 
were  taken  out  feeling  that  their  efforts  had  been 
fruitless.  From  this  entire  city  they  gleaned  but  two 
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contacts  that  manifested  any  degree  of  interest.  These 
names  were  kept -  by  Elders  Merrill  and  Burnham,  and 
at  their  earliest  convenience  they  called  back  on  them. 
To  their  gireat  joy  they  discovered  that  one  contact, 
Mrs.  McCreery,  had  earnestly  and  prayerfully  read 
the  Book  of  Mormon  and  much  other  literature.  In 
addition  to  these  sources  of  information,  she  also  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  missionaries'  radio  program  out  of  Dodge 
City  and  the  weekly  sermon  from  the  Salt  Lake  Taber¬ 
nacle.  These  combined  factors  finally  culminated  in 
her  desire  to  be  baptized.  The  obedience  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  "still  small  voice,"  along  with  their 
untiring  and  dauntless  efforts  had  not  gone  unreward¬ 
ed.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  guided  them  there  to  seek 
this  "one  of  a  city."  This  one  convert  after  several 
months  of  humble  work  more  than  compensates  for 
the  time  and  money  expended,  because  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,  his  lost  sheep  are  priceless  and  must  be 
brought  back  into  the  fold  of  Israel. 

In  addition  to  the  baptism  of  Mrs.  N.  L.  McCreery 
by  Elder  Merrill,  Edward  Lee  Mills  was  baptized  by 


ences  held  in  Hutchinson,  Dodge  City  and  Wichita,* 
also  an  unusually  fine  district  conference  in  Wichita, 
Nov.  13,  with  Pres.  Woodruff  presiding.  In  company 
with  Pres.  Woodruff  was  Elder  Brown,  mission  secretary, 
Sisters  Ellsworth  and  Marler  who  are  counselors  to 
Sister  Woodruff  in  the  Mission  Relief  Society.  The  2 
o'clock  session  was  conducted  by  these  capable  sisters, 
who  added  considerable  to  the  spiritual  success  of  the 
conference. 

President  Felt  and  Elder  Cook  conducted  a  funeral 
service  Nov.  23,  for  Ida  Waltina  Goldsmith,  nineteen- 
month-old  baby  of  Ida  Ivy  Goldsmith  of  Wichita. 
We  invoke  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  upon  the  heads 
of  the  bereaved,  giving  them  assurance  of  their  baby's 
eternal  welfare. 

For  several  weeks  Brother  A.  F.  Johnson  has  been 
acting  as  superintendent  of  a  newly  organized  Sunday 
School  at  Salina,  Kansas.  Since  the  arrival  of  Elders 
Wennergren  and  Burnham  to  Salina,  Brother  Johnson 
has  been  appointed  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent 
with  the  Elders  presiding. 


MISSIONARIES  ATTENDING  TIIE  SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 
HELD  NOVEMBER  20  AND  21 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Vernon  D.  Bankhead,  Sibyl  Nelson,  Mission  Secretary  Folkman  D. 
Frown,  Mission  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff,  District  President  Alma  P.  Burton.  Thelma  Bowen, 
Leonard  R.  Hardy. 

Back  Row:  Dan  L.  Watte,  A.  Dale  Monson,  Loui3  L.  Blood,  Jesse  A.  Hurd,  O.  Wayne  Day, 
D.  Hubert  Christensen,  Grant  C.  Porter. 


Elder  Wm.  P.  Grayard,  Lucille,  Mary,  and  Barbara 
Burelson,  Arthur  LeRoy  Shumard  and  Thomas  Silvester 
Shumard  were  baptized  by  Elders  Wennergren  and 
Burnham.  The  following  children  being  of  age  were 
also  baptized  in  Hutchinson  under  the  direction  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Clay:  Leola  Stewart  by  Elder  Johnson,  Orson  Clay 
by  Pres.  Clay  and  Loren  C.  Stourse  by  Brother  Lemual 
Thompson. 

Through  the  efforts  of  President  Woodruff  we  were 
able  to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  complete  reno¬ 
vation  of  the  Wichita  chapel.  The  reconstruction  has 
now  been  completed  and  the  virtually  new  chapel  is 
being  used  for  service.  President  Woodruff  was  also 
successful  in  obtaining  an  appropriation  for  the  re¬ 
habilitation  of  the  St.  Johns  chapel.  St.  Johns,  for 
many  years  was  the  headquarters  of  the  Central  States 
Mission. 

In  addition  to  these  chapel  renovations,  Pres.  Rudd 
of  Dodge  City  obtained  a  home  in  which  to  hold 
services.  For  many  years  the  branch  under  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Pres.  Bybee,  who  has  since  removed  to 
Provo,  Utah,  held  sacred  services  in  a  small  corner  of 
a  huge  hall.  For  several  months  they  have  been  seek¬ 
ing  a  more  comfortable  place  of  worship.  This  home, 
we  feel,  fills  their  purposes  adequately  and  comfortably. 

Since  reporting  last  there  have  been  branch  confer- 


SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT :  -  Alma  P.  Burton, 
President. 

Four  baptisms  have  been  performed  since  our  pre¬ 
vious  report.  They  are  as  follows:  Winona  Anderson 
and  Necil  Anderson,  of  Tunas,  Missouri;  Vera  Tucker 
and  Leona  Nutter  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  The  ordi¬ 
nance  was  administered  to  all  by  Elder  Albert  A. 
Aldrich  of  the  St.  Joseph  Branch.  We  welcome  them 
into  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  trust  that  they  will 
use  well  the  privilege  of  being  members  in  the  Lord's 
Kingdom. 

Brother  Everett  Lorn  Slangel  of  Rich  Hill,  Missouri, 
passed  away  following  a  lingering  illness.  The  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  at  Rich  Hill. 
Pres.  Alma  P.  Burton  conducted  the  funeral  and  de¬ 
livered  the  sermon.  He  was  assisted  by  Elder  Jesse 
A.  Hurd  and  Elder  Girard  E.  Masure  of  Rich  Hill. 
A  mixed  quartet  composed  of  friends  of  the  deceased 
furnished  the  music  and  burial  was  in  the  cemetery 
at  Rich  Hill.  About  150  were  present  and  heard  the 
words  of  comfort  and  consolation  which  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  has  to  offer  those  bereaved. 

The  local  district  presidency  composed  of  Presidents 
J.  C.  Ellsworth,  Ezra  L.  Marler  and  C.  D.  Kallstrom  with 
Sisters  Ellsworth  and  Marler,  counselors  to  Sister  Wood¬ 
ruff  in  the  Relief  Society,  held  branch  conferences  on 
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the  5th  and  6th  of  November.  Meetings  were  held  in 
Springfield,  Webb  City  and  Joplin.  The  following 
Sunday  we  were  visited  by  the  Mission  Sunday  School 
and  M.  I.  A.  Boards  composed  of  Clarene  T.  Quinn, 
W.  J.  Salisbury,  Jay  K.  Turner  and  Hazel  Harris.  Much 
good  is  being  accomplished  from  these  visits  as  it 
always  instills  a  greater  desire  within  the  local  mem¬ 
bers  to  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 

President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  attended  district  confer¬ 
ence  which  was  held  the  20th  of  November.  Three 
sessions  were  held  and  all  were  well  attended  by  the 
members  as  well  as  those  who  are  investigating  the 
Gospel.  Elder  Brown,  mission  secretary  accompanied 
Pres.  Woodruff.  Other  speakers  included  the  mission¬ 
aries  and  the  branch  presidents.  Elder  Vernon  D. 
Bankhead  was  transferred  to  the  office  and  will  re¬ 
place  Elder  Ross  D.  Holmes  who  is  to  succeed  Pres. 
Burton  as  president  of  this  district. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Norma  Ann  Haymore,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Indep. 
Gladys  Heileson,  from  Rigby,  Idaho,  to  East  Kansas. 
Hubert  David  Christensen,  from  Clinton,  Utah,  to 
Southwest  Mission  District  (short  term). 

Mona  Keppner,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  S.W.  Missouri. 
Kathleen  Hamblin,  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  to  E.  Oklahoma. 
Virginia  Freebairn,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Independence. 
Jack  A.  Chprrington,  from  Springville,  Utah,  to  South¬ 
west  Missouri  District. 

TRANSFERS 

LuzelL  D.  Wilde,  from  Missouri  to  East  Kansas  District. 
Jay  C.  Stout,  from  East  Kansas  to  Missouri  District. 
Lester  Hansen,  from  Independence  to  East  Oklahoma. 
V.  Jarvis  Hailing,  from  Independence  to  W.  Oklahoma. 
Lyle  Peterson,  from  Independence  to  West  Oklahoma. 
J.  Garth  Zundel,  from  Arkansas  to  Indepedence  Dist. 
Jennie  Fonnesbeck,  from  Missouri  District  to  Office. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Vernon  D.  Bankhead -Mission  Commissarian. 

Jennie  Fonnesbeck -Mission  Stenographer. 

Ross  D.  Holmes  -  President  of  Southwest  Missouri. 
RELEASES 

A.  Dale  Monson,  of  E.  Oklahoma  —  Home,  Preston,  Ida. 
Nora  Merritt,  of  Missouri  — Home,  Bedford,  Wyoming. 
Verla  Hale,  of  E.  Kansas -Home,  Oakley,  Idaho. 

El  Fonda  Swapp,  of  Independence -Home,  Enterprise,  U. 
(leave  of  absence.) 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

VERMONT  DISTRICT: -Dari  Andersen,  President,  Box 
303,  Morrisville,  Vermont. 

The  most  successful  conference  in  Vermont,  for  many 
years,  was  held  at  the  Joseph  Smith  Memorial  Cottage, 
November  6,  1938.  Faithful  members  from  all  over 

the  state  journeyed  from  their  homes  on  a  most  beau¬ 
tiful  fall  day,  to  enjoy  a  spiritual  feast.  We  all  felt 
greatly  privileged  to  be  in  attendance  and  hear 
words  of  cheer,  encouragement  and  stimulation  to 
higher  standards  of  living,  from  President  Carl  F. 
Eyring. 

At  this  conference,  a  Vermont  District  missionary 
basket-ball  team  was  organized.  This  is  an  attempt 
to  reach  a  number  of  people  who  could  not  be  reached 
by  other  missionary  activities.  The  "Vermonter"  is 
basket-ball  minded,  and  it  is  hoped  this  experiment  in 
sports  will  be  a  means  of  more  effectively  displaying 
the  values  of  the  restored  Gospel.  It  is  much  easier 
to  see  a  sermon  than  to  hear  one,  so  through  fair 
play,  endurance  and  good  sportsmanship,  we  hope  to 
show  the  value  of  clean  living  and  the  effect  of  Mor- 
monism  on  its  young  people.  We  truly  believe  that 
we,  in  a  large  measure,  are  the  result  of  our  Mormon 
ideals  and  teachings. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Burlington,  has  very  kindly 


offered  its  services  in  allowing  the  missionaries  the 
free  use  of  the  gymnasium  for  practice.  The  team  will 
be  composed  of  the  following  six  Elders:  Sherman  L. 
Park,  Merrill  Robinson,  Ronald  Ball,  Edwin  Smart,  Earl 
Williams  and  Dari  Andersen.  With  just  six  in  the 
lineup,  they  will  have  to  demonstrate  superior  en¬ 
durance  and  stamina. 

Although  this  new  activity  will  claim  no  little  time, 
regular  missionary  activity  will  not  suffer.  Already 
new  study  classes  and  cottage  meetings  are  springing 
up  throughout  the  district,  and  the  winter  months  prom¬ 
ise  to  be  filled  with  activity. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT:  -  Chester  A.  Becrafl, 
President,  3  Spring  Street,  Concord,  N.  H. 

The  New  Hampshire  District  held  a  very  successful 
Conference  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles 
R.  Harris  of  Nashua,  early  in  November.  Much  of 
the  spirit  enjoyed  in  the  meeting  seemed  to  carry  over 


EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT 
MISSIONARIES 

Deft  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Verna  Day,  Max 
Browning,  Elda  Hepworth. 

Back  Row:  Carsen  Hcaly,  Elbert  Simmons,  Ross 
Burgess,  District  President. 

to  the  missionaries,  as  evidenced  from  a  greater  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  labors  during  the  past  month. 

Sisters  Foulger  and  Scorup,  who  are  laboring  in 
Nashua,  have  been  successful  in  increasing  the  Bee 
Hive  membership  from  four  to  an  average  attendance 
of  ten,  the  majority  of  whom  are  not  members  of  the 
Church.  At  the  same  time  they  are  assisting  a  local 
auxiliary  organization,  called  the  "Kings  Daughters," 
with  a  Bible  study  project,  and  are  aiding  a  welfare 
society  in  making  layettes.  Sister  Dorothy  Harris,  a 
part  time  missionary,  is  contributing  much  time  and 
talent  along  with  her  sister  missionaries. 

Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  has  also  been  blessed  because 
of  a  greater  zeal  and  effort  having  been  displayed  by 
Elders  Swalberg  and  Whittaker.  Three  little  children 
are  now  getting  the  beneficial  teachings  of  these 
Elders  in  a  weekly  Sunday  School  Class.  Other  friends 
express  interest  and  have  promised  to  attend  regularly, 
very  soon.  Because  of  an  increase  in  attendance,  a 
friendly  study  class  will  become  a  regular  cottage 
meeting. 

Efforts,  which  at  one  time  seemed  useless  and  un¬ 
successful,  are  now  bearing  appreciable  fruit.  A  six- 
months  course  in  the  presentation  of  the  Gospel,  has 
been  started  at  the  home  of  Sister  Hook,  of  Concord. 
If  presented  consistently  and  conscientiously,  it  will 
be  a  great  factor  in  teaching  the  Gospel  to  those  in- 
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vestigators  who  attend.  The  illustrated  lecture  has 
proved  very  effective  in  gaining  contacts,  and  in  mak¬ 
ing  appointments  in  homes. 

Trading  activity  has  been  on  the  increase  — mission¬ 
ary  work  as  a  whole  seems  to  have  taken  on  fresh 
enthusiasm.  The  missionaries  are  filled  with  songs  of 
rejoicing,  for  they  know  the  Lord  is  indeed  helping 
them  as  they  strive  with  prayerful  hearts  and  contrite 
spirits  to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God. 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
ZVi  Leinster  Street,  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick. 

As  the  summer  draws  to  a  close  and  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  winter  months,  we  feel  to  thank  our 
Father  in  Heaven  for  the  many  blessings  which  the 
year  has  brought  from  him.  He  has  blessed  us  with 
health  and  strength  and  has  protected  us  in  our  travels. 
Many  times  we  have  experienced  his  Divine  influence 
in  our  meetings  for  our  tongues  have  been  loosed,  that 
we  might  expound  the  Gospel  in  a  very  clear  and 
understandable  manner. 

Recently  an  investigator,  attending  one  of  our  meet¬ 
ings  in  which  was  given  a  talk  explaining  the  nature, 
powers  and  works  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  remarked  to  us: 
"I  have  been  taught  so  many  different  doctrines  con¬ 
cerning  the  Godhead,  and  especially  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  I  was  about  to  give  up  all  belief  in  such  a  being 
as  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  after  listening  to  your  ex¬ 
planation  of  this  subject,  things  lake  on  a  new  light 
and  meaning.  I  have  long  been  searching  for  the 
truth,  and  at  last  I  feel  within  my  heart  that  I  am  find¬ 
ing  it." 

We  know  the  promise  has  been  made  that  our  joy  in 
heaven  shall  be  great  if  we  bring  souls  unto  God.  And 
so  we  are  grateful  for  our  opportunities  in  this  great 
work,  and  desire  to  continue  faithful  to  the  end. 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT: -Henry  J.  Skid¬ 
more,  President,  99  Elliot  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

The  Primary  organization  has  long  been  recognized 
as  one  of  our  finest  mediums  for  making  contacts. 
We  feel  that  it  is  a  real  influence  for  good,  for  it 
teaches  the  elements  of  character  building  to  children 
in  their  formative  years.  As  a  concrete  example  of 
what  is  being  done  with  Primary  work  by  our  lady 
missionaries,  we  can  cite  the  successful  Hallowe'en 
party  conducted  by  Sisters  Anna  Allphin  and  Alice 
Foutz.  Any  child  who  was  willing  to  pledge  himself 
to  do  no  mischief  on  Hallowe'en  was  eligible  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  there  were  seventeen  children  qualified; 
none  of  whose  parents  are  members  of  the  Church. 
Some  of  their  parents  came  to  look  on,  and  several 
children  who  were  introduced  to  Primary  activities 
at  this  time,  have  since  become  members  of  the  class. 

A  second  Primary  group  was  established  this  month, 
and  already  it  has  nine  members. 

An  event  which  occasioned  much  favorable  com¬ 
ment  was  the  Thanksgiving  party  held  in  the  Spring- 
field  Branch.  A  large  group,  including  several  per¬ 
sons  who  had  never  attended  our  gatherings  previously, 
enjoyed  the  fine  program  arranged  and  directed  by 
Sister  Shelley  Hodson. 

Recently,  the  lecture  "Down  Pioneer  Trails"  was 
given  in  the  home  of  a  friend,  and  from  that  presen¬ 
tation  came  the  invitation  to  give  the  lecture  at  the 
Christmas  party  of  the  Springfield  Museum.  As  this 
is  a  large  municipal  organization,  the  attendance  at 
such  a  party  will  be  considerable,  and  we  feel  that 
it  is  a  truly  wonderful  opportunity  to  spread  the  Gospel. 

Branch  teaching  is  progressing,  the  Mutual  Improve¬ 
ment  Association  is  holding  its  meetings  regularly,  and 
we  are  happy  to  report  that  all  winter  activities  in  the 
Springfield  Branch  are  off  to  a  good  start. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT:  -  Ross  C.  Burgess, 
President. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  the  Lynn-Salem  Branch  conducted  a1 
very  successful  party  on  October  26.  It  was  a  com¬ 
bination  Hallowe'en  party  and  barn  dance.  Overalls 
and  ginghams  were  the  style  for  the  evening  and  ap¬ 
proximately  65  people  enjoyed  games,  dancing  and 
refreshments.  We  were  happy  with  the  attendance  of 
President  and  Sister  Eyring  and  members  of  the  office 


staff  as  well  as  many  friends  from  this  and  surrounding 
towns.  Since  this  was  the  first  social  undertaking  of 
the  recently  organized  M.  I.  A.,  we  feel  that  it  was  a 
good  beginning  for  other  events  that  will  follow  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months. 

A  full  Relief  Society  program  is  being  carried  on 
by  the  sisters  of  the  branch.  We  know  that  real  joy 
and  success  comes  not  alone  in  studying  and  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  do  things,  but  in  the  actual  work  and 
activity.  With  this  thought  in  mind,  plans  are  being 
made  for  a  bazaar  to  be  held  the  first  week  in  De¬ 
cember.  The  sisters  are  entering  whole  heartedly  into 
the  work  and  already  a  number  of  articles  have  been 
made. 

The  lady  missionaries  are  conducting  three  Primaries 
a  week,  one  in  Lynn,  one  in  Salem  and  one  in  Nahant, 
with  an  enrollment  of  twenty-five,  of  whom  four  are 
members  of  the  Church.  The  children  are  very  inter¬ 
ested  and  especially  enjoy  the  activities  that  are  car¬ 
ried  on.  A  group  of  the  older  girls  are  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  embroidering  and  making  aprons  for  the 
coming  bazaar. 

We  feel  it  a  privilege  to  have  in  this  district  two 
splendid  lady  missionaries  Sister  Verna  Day  and  Sister 
Elda  Hepworth.  They  are  doing  a  fine  work,  reports 
of  which  are  most  gratifying  indeed  to  all  of  us. 

It  is  a  joy  to  note  the  willingness  of  the  Mutual 
officers  who  are  striving  to  make  the  M.  I.  A.  such 
that  all  can  participate  and  enjoy  themselves  in  a 
helpful  and  instructive  manner. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Edwin  H.  Smart,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  Vermont  Dist. 
Dorothy  Hurst,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Rhode  Island. 
Jessie  Ann  Rasmussen,  from  Price,  Utah,  to  Maine  Dist. 
Benj.  R.  Tibbitts,  from  Providence,  Utah,  to  E.  Mass. 
TRANSFERS 

Lawrence  Dalton,  from  Vermont  to  Rhode  Island  Dist. 
Earl  Williams,  from  Rhode  Island  to  Vermont  District. 
Toynette  Baird,  from  Rhode  Island  to  Maine  District. 
RELEASE 

Lamont  W.  Loveday,  of  Connecticut  — Home,  Montpelier, 

Idaho. 

L.  R.  HOCHSTRASSER. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT :-E.  Leon  Elmer,  Presideni, 
208  Margaret  St.,  Platlsburg,  N.  Y. 

"Behold,  great  and  marvelous  are  the  works  of  the 
Lord.  How  unsearchable  are  the  depths  of  the  mys¬ 
teries  of  him;  and  it  is  impossible  that  man  should  find 
out  all  his  ways.  And  no  man  knoweth  of  his  ways 
save  it  be  revealed  unto  him;  wherefore,  brethren, 
despise  not  the  revelations  of  God."— Jacob  4:8. 

The  missionaries  of  the  newly  formed  Champlain 
District  are  striving  earnestly  to  acquaint  the  people 
with  the  great  and  marvelous  works  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  give  them  a  knowledge  of  the  true  Gospel  of  Christ, 
which  has  been  restored  to  the  earth  through  divine 
revelation. 

Elders  Elmer  and  Fife,  stationed  at  Plattsburg,  report 
that  through  the  use  of  the  projection  machine  and 
their  weekly  radio  broadcasts  over  Station  WMFF,  many 
friends  and  investigators  have  been  made.  A  general 
increase  of  interest  is  being  manifest  in  this  northern 
outpost  of  the  mission. 

Elders  Sudweeks  and  Bates,  laboring  at  Crown  Point, 
N.  Y.,  report  much  success  in  their  work.  They  have 
recently  organized  an  M.  I.  A.  and  a  Primary.  Plans 
are  under  way  to  organize  a  Relief  Society  in  the 
near  future.  Through  their  diligent  efforts,  added  to 
those  of  previous  missionaries,  they  are  beginning  to 
realize  the  fruits  of  their  labors. 

Two  part-time  missionaries  of  this  district,  Brothers 
Lloyd  Henry  Fairburn  and  Edward  Lee  Breece,  living 
at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  are  to  be  commended  for  the  fine 
work  they  are  doing.  The  two  men  and  their  families, 
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being  lhe  only  Saints  in  the  city,  hold  a  short  meeting 
each  Sunday  morning  at  their  homes  where  they  par¬ 
take  of  the  Sacrament  and  enjoy  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 
Whenever  opportunity  affords,  which  means  devoting 
much  of  their  spare  time,  they  do  house-to-house  traci- 
ing  to  tell  others  of  the  restored  truth.  May  the  Lord 
bless  them  with  his  guiding  spirit  in  their  untiring 
efforts. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland, 
President,  1304  Electric  SI.,  Scranton,  Penna. 

"The  works,  and  the  designs,  and  the  purposes  of 
God  cannot  be  frustrated,  neither  can  they  come  to 
naught." 

We,  as  instruments  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty, 
should  feel  extremely  thankful  for  this  knowledge. 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  NEWLY  FORMED 
CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT,  EASTERN 
STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right:  Paul  J.  Bates,  Raymond  L.  Sud- 
weeks,  District  President  E.  Leon  Elmer,  Paul  W. 
Fife. 

Success  is  promised;  if  we  fail,  it  is  our  work  that  has 
failed,  not  God's. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  here  in  this  district  have 
seen  the  work  of  the  Lord  gain  momentum  and  the 
power  that  has  been  given  to  his  servants  made  mani¬ 
fest.  Beginning  with  an  inspirational  district  confer¬ 
ence,  at  which  we  all  thrilled  to  the  inspiring  remarks 
of  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  President  Frank  Evans, 
we  seemed  to  feel  strengthened  and  uplifted  in  spirit. 
Much  success  has  crowned  our  endeavors  .since  that 
time. 

Three  of  our  members  have  received  relief  from 
physical  suffering  through  faith,  prayer,  and  administra¬ 
tion  by  the  Elders.  In  one  instance  Elders  Hoagland 
and  Taylor  were  called  to  administer  to  one  who  was 
in  pain  and  for  some  lime  had  been  unable  to  sleep. 
She  had  hands  laid  upon  her  head  and  within  a  few 
minutes,  amid  the  conversation  of  those  in  the  room, 
she  fell  asleep.  "A  direct  answer  to  our  prayers  while 
we  were  still  at  her  bedside." 

We  indeed  thank  the  Lord  for  the  opportunity  for 
service  which  is  open  to  us  as  missionaries,  and  for  the 
power  and  authority  which  we  may  exercise  in  his 
service.  May  we  prove  worthy  recipients  of  the  same. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Gordon  W.  Eatough,  from  Kanab,  Utah,  to  Erie  District. 
J.  Alma  West,  from  Lakeside,  Ariz.,  to  Albany  District. 
Dick  Lowry  Jackson,  from  Randolph,  Ut.,  to  New  Jersey. 
TRANSFERS 

Preston  W.  Miller,  from  Oneida  to  New  Jersey  District. 
Thomas  K.  Broadbent,  from  East  Penn,  to  Hudson  Dist. 
Isobel  Erikson,  from  Seneca  to  Erie  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Elwin  E.  Bushman -President  Erie  District. 

Thomas  K.  Broadbent  — President  Hudson  District. 


RELEASES 

Mabel  C.  Peterson,  of  Erie  — Home,  Mesa,  Arizona. 

J.  Raymond  Isaacson,  of  Erie  — Home,  St.  Johns,  Ariz. 
Joseph  W.  Williams,  of  Hudson  — Home,  St.  George,  Ut. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 


GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT :  -  Warren  E.  Barton,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1322  3rd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

"Just  as  a  little  twig  is  indebted  for  its  life  and 
vigor  to  the  tree  so  are  you  indebted  entirely  to  the 
Lord  for  the  light  and  intelligence  you  have  received 
on  every  subject;  you  are  indebted  to  the  spirit  of 
God  for  your  wisdom  and  intelligence  as  much  as  the 
little  twig  is  indebted  to  the  tree  for  its  vitality, 
leaves,  buds  and  fragrance." —  Elder  George  Albert 
Smith. 

If  the  people  of  the  world  today  would  just  think 
of  that  and  try  to  apply  the  thought  to  their  lives 
and  then  search  the  scriptures  to  find  out  just  how 
they  can  get  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  they  would  derive 
much  benefit  from  it. 

This  district  was  favored  this  month  with  a  visit 
from  President  Nibley  and  Sister  Nibley  who  came 
on  November  1  to  hold  a  Relief  Society  convention  and 
public  meetings  with  the  Saints.  Sister  Rosanna  Can¬ 
non  Irvine  of  the  General  Board  of  the  National 
Women's  Relief  Society  also  came  to  attend  the  con¬ 
vention. 

Elder  George  Albert  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles  who  has  been  traveling  over 
the  North  Central  States  Mission  with  President  David 
A.  Broadbent,  met  President  Nibley  on  November  11, 
to  hold  a  special  conference  regarding  the  change  of 
mission  boundaries  between  the  two  missions. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  November  9,  President 
Nibley  traveled  to  Shelby,  Montana,  where  the  new 
chapel  there  was  dedicated.  The  Saints  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  feel  greatly  benefitted  as  do  the  missionaries 
from  the  inspiration  gained  from  our  leaders. 

There  has  been  one  baptism  during  the  past  month 
in  the  district.  It  was  performed  by  Elder  Warren 
E.  Barton  in  the  Alberta  Temple.  Several  members 
from  the  district  traveled  to  the  Temple  to  do  work 
for  themselves  and  their  kindred  dead  and  gained 
great  inspiration  from  the  blessings  and  counsel  given 
them  there. 

Brother  Lloyd  Croxford,  a  returned  missionary  and 
now  a  member  of  the  Great  Falls  District  Presidency, 
has  been  supervising  a  special  Bible  study  class  each 
morning  this  month  for  the  Elders.  We  are  finding 
it  to  be  very  valuable  in  our  missionary  work. 

YAKIMA-WENATCHEE  DISTRICT:  -  Clarence  D. 
Samuelson,  President,  314  South  Mission  St.,  Wenatchee, 
Washington. 

A  step  toward  another  Stake  of  Zion  was  taken  this 
month  when  President  Nibley  met  with  the  officers 
and  teachers  of  the  district  in  a  Union  meeting  held 
in  Yakima  on  November  13  and  organized  a  District 
Council  Presidency  with  Ivan  E.  Anderson  as  President, 
J.  A.  Ferrell  as  first  counselor,  and  Lyle  Stringham  as 
second  counselor.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  has  said 
that  wherever  the  Elders  of  Israel  shall  build  up 
churches  and  branches  unto  lhe  Lord  throughout  the 
United  States,  there  shall  be  a  Stake  of  Zion.  The 
Saints  and  missionaries  are  realizing  more  each  day 
the  important  position  they  hold  in  respect  to  this 
prophetic  utterance  and  are  striving  constantly  to  ful¬ 
fill  all  obligations  placed  upon  them. 

Elders  Spendlove  and  Taylor  are  doing  a  fine  work 
in  The  Dalles,  Oregon  and  are  holding  many  interest¬ 
ing  cottage  meetings.  Recently  Elders  Olsen  and  Sam¬ 
uelson  with  the  aid  of  Brother  D.  T.  Gibb  of  EUens- 
burg  traveled  throughout  Kittitas  Valley  and  located 
nearly  40  members  of  the  Church  who  had  left  the 
Stakes  of  Zion  in  Utah  and  Idaho  several  years  ago 
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to  settle  the  farm  land  in  this  western  country-  Al¬ 
though  they  are  away  from  active  part  in  Church  work, 
many  of  these  good  people  still  have  convincing  testi¬ 
monies  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

On  Sunday,  November  20,  Rex  Clark,  Gene  R.  Wall, 
Jay  Ferrell,  and  John  W.  McCardle  were  ordained  to 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood.  These  boys  have  proved  them¬ 
selves  faithful  in  their  Sunday  School  work  and  are 
now  ready  to  lake  active  part  in  the  Priesthood 
program. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT: -Marvin  Perry,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  W.  10th  Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  Canada. 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free."  These  words  spoken  by  the  Son  of 
God  to  the  unbelieving  Jews  are  as  true  today  as  the 
day  they  were  first  uttered.  The  true  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  contains  the  plan  of  life  and  by  obedience  to 
the  principles  and  ordinances  contained  therein  any¬ 
one  is  made  free  and  loosed  from  the  error  and  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  world  as  to  the  principles  of  eternal  life 
and  happiness. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Vancouver  District  are  doing 
their  utmost  to  let  their  light  so  shine  before  men 
that  they  may  see  their  good  works  and  investigate 
the  true  plan  of  life  and  salvation. 

On  November  20  Elders  Gilbert  McKinlay  and  LaVere 
Bagwell  had  the  privilege  of  organizing  a  Relief  Society 
in  the  small  branch  of  the  Church  at  Victoria,  B.  C. 
We  know  this  is  a  great  step  forward  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Church  in  this  city.  We  wish  to  compli¬ 
ment  these  Elders  for  the  splendid  work  they  are 
doing  in  Victoria. 

On  November  11  Pres.  Marvin  Perry  traveled  to  New 
Westminster,  B.  C.,  where  he  had  the  honor  of  per¬ 
forming  the  marriage  ceremony  for  Brother  Phillip 
Clark  and  Sister  Vera  Owen.  We  wish  them  a  long 
life  of  joy  and  happiness  together. 

The  work  in  the  Vancouver  District  is  forging  ahead 
very  rapidly  due  to  the  diligence  of  the  missionaries 
who  are  putting  forth  their  best  efforts  to  build  up 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  territory. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT:  -  Homer  P.  Richey,  Pres- 
dent,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Washington. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  when  all  about  us  is  the 
evidence  of  the  goodness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  to 
his  children,  we  feel  to  rejoice  in  our  hearts  for  his 
many  blessings  to  us.  A  wonderful  spirit  of  love  and 
thanksgiving  pervades  this  district  and  it  seems  more 
results  are  being  shown  than  for  some  time.  We  have 
a  larger  group  of  interested  investigators  than  ever 
before  and  we  are  holding  just  about  double  the 
number  of  cottage  meetings  held  two  months  ago. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  six  new  members  into 
the  Church  during  the  last  month.  On  October  30, 
Elder  Grant  Johnson  baptized  Elmer  Ray  Lewis,  Beulah 
Viola  Lewis  and  Minnie  Malonia  Shoiwell  in  Seattle,- 
on  November  18,  Elder  Richey  baptized  Jay  Gould 
Hunger,  Gracie  Hunt  Sinclair,  and  Doreen  Sinclair  at 
Aberdeen,  Washington.  Elders  Johnson  and  McBride 
were  privileged  to  baptize  Brother  and  Sister  Lewis, 
Elders  Jackson  and  Nielsen  who  are  laboring  in  Kirk¬ 
land  brought  in  Sister  Shotwell,  and  the  labors  of  Sis¬ 
ters  Morris  and  Sorensen  in  Aberdeen  were  rewarded 
by  the  baptism  of  the  other  three.  We  pray  for  the 
continued  happiness  of  these  new  friends  and  feel 
that  this  should  really  be  a  time  of  thanksgiving  for 
them.  The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  thankful 
for  their  many  privileges  granted  through  the  re¬ 
stored  Gospel  and  for  the  health  and  strength  en¬ 
joyed  by  all.  We  join  in  sending  best  wishes  and 
greetings  to  our  companions  throughout  the  missions. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT Percy  L.  Collyer, 
President,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

"And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  peo¬ 
ple,  by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have 
chosen  in  these  last  days.  And  they  shall  go  forth 
and  none  shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord  have  com¬ 
manded  them."  — Doc.  &  Cov.  1:4-5. 

We  missionaries,  of  the  Spokane-Missoula  District 
have  felt  the  companionship  of  the  Lord  this  past 


month  in  our  labors.  We  have  been  centering  our 
attention  on  our  small  organizations  and  have  been 
grateful  for  the  cooperation  of  the  District  Sunday 
School  Board  in  making  visits  and  giving  helpful 
instructions.  One  such  meeting  was  held  at  Trail, 
B.  C.,  for  the  British  Columbia  schools,  one  at  Spo¬ 
kane  for  the  central  organizations,  and  one  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  the  southern  organizations  of  the  district  to 

be  held  at  Lewiston,  Idaho,  the  last  Sunday  in  this 
month.  We  feel  much  good  can  be  and  is  being  ac¬ 
complished  in  these  small  Union  meetings  within  the 
district. 

A  missionary  conference  was  held  on  the  5th  of  the 
month  in  which  eleven  of  our  companions  were  able 
to  join  us  in  a  spiritual  feast.  The  seven  missionaries 
now  stationed  in  Spokane  drove  to  the  Alberta  Temple 
on  November  7th  where  they  partook  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  spirit  there  and  did  as  much  work  as  possible  in 

the  little  time  they  had.  All  came  away  unable  to 

even  express  the  joy  and  the  blessings  that  came  to 
them  in  that  Holy  House  of  the  Lord. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  Marcella  Anderson 
and  Sister  Darlene  Doble  come  into  our  district.  They 
have  been  assigned  to  work  in  Spokane.  It  is  with 
sorrow  that  we  say  good  bye  to  the  four  Elders  who 
have  been  transferred  out  of  the  district:  Elders 
Briggs,  Moulten,  Munk  and  Haderlie.  We  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  continue  to  "fill  our  mouths"  with  words, 
that  we  may  continue  to  "go  forth'  and  magnify  our 
calling  in  promulgating  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  world. 

OREGON  DISTRICT :- Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
P.  O.  Box  2149,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Missionary  work  in  the  Oregon  District  for  the 
month  of  November  has  gone  forward  very  steadily 
and  we  feel  much  has  been  accomplished.  It  is  with 
a  great  deal  of  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
that  we  review  the  events  which  have  taken  place. 

During  the  month  we  were  able  to  baptize  the  fol¬ 
lowing  people:  Mary  Marie  Johnson,  Oscar  Lee 
Johnson,  and  Benjamin  Lamar  by  Elder  Glenn  Nelson/ 
William  Lawrence  Stevenson  and  Audrey  Leona  Steven¬ 
son  by  Elmer  Hammerschmidt,-  James  Baird  Eakin  and 
Wallace  Baird  Eakin  by  Elder  Laman  Hedgepeth.  We 
take  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  these  fine  people 

into  the  Church  and  pray  for  their  continued  guidance 
throughout  life. 

During  the  month  three  new  organizations  were  per¬ 
fected:  a  new  Sunday  School  at  Silverton,  Oregon/  a 
new  Relief  Society  at  McMinnville/  and  a  new  M.  I.  A. 
at  Corvallis.  All  of  these  are  functioning  well  and 
show  great  promise  of  ere'long  becoming  large  or¬ 
ganizations.  We  truly  feel  that  we  have  been  blessed 
in  our  work  and  feel  that  the  work  done  is  another 
step  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy  given  to  us 

by  our  Prophet,  when  he  said:  "And  this  Gospel 

shall  roll  forth  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  until  it 
has  filled  the  whole  earth." 

Perhaps  our  greatest  opportunity  during  the  month 
was  an  invitation  to  take  part  in  a  Sunday  Evening 
program  of  the  Epworth  League  of  the  Oakgrove 
Methodist  Church  in  which  we  were  permitted  to 
present  our  M.  I.  A.  program  and  demonstration  of 
its  affect  on  the  lives  of  our  young  people.  A  lec¬ 
ture  on  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  also  given,  after 

which  the  majority  of  the  audience  came  to  us  and 
invited  us  to  appear  again,  and  asked  permission  to 
attend  our  Mutual  meetings. 

MISSION  OFFICE: -Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  Mission 
Secretary/  Box  2149,  Portland,  Oregon. 

This,  as  all  others,  has  been  a  very  busy  month. 
On  November  6  President  and  Sister  Nibley  left  for 
Great  Falls,  Montana,  where  they  met  with  the  Saints 
and  missionaries  in  a  Relief  Society  convention  and 
public  meeting.  (See  Great  Falls  Report.)  Similar 
meetings  were  held  in  Butte,  Montana,  on  November 
10.  On  the  13th,  Elder  Carvel  Davis  and  Sister  Flor¬ 
ence  Nielsen  met  President  and  Sister  Nibley  in  Yakima, 
Washington,  where  they  held  a  Priesthood-Union  meet¬ 
ing  (See  Yakima  District  Report.)  On  November  20th, 
President  and  Sister  Nibley,  Sister  Flossie  Larsen  of  the 
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Portland  Stake  Primary  Board,  Sister  Mabel  Jones, 
Sister  Florence  Nielsen,  and  Elder  Carvel  Davis  met 
with  the  Saints  in  Grants  Pass  where  a  splendid  Union 
meeting  was  held  for  all  the  branches  of  Southern 
Oregon.  Much  enthusiasm  was  shown  and  it  is  fell 
that  such  meetings  can  be  continued  every  month 
and  eventually  a  district  organization  set  up  for  that 
part  of  the  mission.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  records 
from  the  Church  Office  which  contain  a  recorded  pro¬ 
gram  entitled  "The  Fullness  of  Times"  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  many  calls  from  all  parts  of  the  mission  to 
present  these  programs.  We  feel  that  great  good 
will  result  from  these  inspiring  stories  of  our  early 
church  history  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  have 
all  our  people  and  investigators  hear  the  same.  It  is 
our  great  hope  that  every  mission  in  the  world  can 
enjoy  similar  success  and  feel  every  reason  to  rejoice 
and  thank  God  for  his  guidance. 

We  wish  all  a  joyful  Holiday  Season  and  may  the 
true  Spirit  of  Christ  abide  in  the  hearts  of  each  that 
we  may  improve  our  labors  in  spreading  his  everlast¬ 
ing  Gospel. 


ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Edes  Hill,  from  Dayton,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Samuel  Brown,  from  South  Oregon  to  Oregon  District. 
Lamont  Briggs,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Barton  Moulton,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Gerald  Munk,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Byron  Haderlie,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Sterling  Cannon,  from  Oregon  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Elma  Christensen,  from  Puget  Sound  to  South  Oregon. 
Elva  Rasmussen,  from  Puget  Sound  to  South  Oregon. 
APPOINTMENT 

Grant  Johnson -President  of  South  Oregon  District. 
RELEASES 

Russell  Weslover,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Joseph  City,, 
Arizona. 

DeVern  J.  Rasmussen,  of  South  Oregon  — Home,  Honey- 
ville,  Utah. 

William  Thomas,  of  S.  Oregon  — Home,  Marshfield,  Ore. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


THE  TOILERS 

By  W.  H.  McKim,  Muncie,  Indiana 

A  Mormon  missionary  may  be  likened  to  a  farmer. 
Both  supply  a  great  human  need  — the  one  material, 
the  olhei  spiritual  food.  The  farmer  goes  forth  to  his 
field  to  plow  his  new  ground.  He  labors  diligently 
turning  the  new  sod,  striking  tough  roots,  stones  and 
stumps,  but  finally  after  much  labor  succeeds  in  break¬ 
ing  his  field. 

Next  he  prepares  the  seed  bed,  breaking  the  clods 
and  leveling  the  ground  for  plantnig.  He  then  chooses 
his  seeds,  which  are  tested  for  germination  and  which 
he  knows  from  experience  are  the  ones  most  likely 
to  grow. 

Next  comes  the  planting.  It  must  be  done  just 
right  so  as  to  allow  for  cultivation. 

Now  he  has  done  his  part,  and  thru  the  faith  and 
hope  that  springs  eternally  in  the  human  heart,  he 
awaits  the  rain  and  sun  his  Lord  sends  to  bring  forth 
the  plants. 

After  the  plants  come  forth  he  goes  regularly  to1 
cultivate  them  tending  them  with  great  care  until 
they  are  mature.  He  is  now.  ready  to  reap  the  reward 
of  his  labors  and  looks  with  pride  on  the  results  het 
has  attained,  knowing  he  has  accomplished  something 
worth  while,  and  may  now  rest  from  his  labor  for  a 
season. 

The  Mormon  missionary  goes  to  his  work  leaving 
father,  mother,  sisters  and  brothers  all  behind  him, 
as  he  enters  the  work  field  of  human  lives.  He  is  in. 
new  ground  for  most  of  his  contacts  are  with  souls 
who  know  little  if  anything,  of  the  Gospel  he  teaches. 
His  Gospel  plow  strikes  the  stones  of  false  doctrines  and 
lough  resistance  of  the  age  old  roots  of  man-made 
religion. 

After  much  labor  he  breaks  the  field.  Next  he 
breaks  up  the  clods  of  doubt,  ignorance  and  hatred 
with  patience,  love  and  perseverance.  He  now  has  a 
seed  bed  prepared  for  the  planting  of  the  everlasting 
Gospel.  This  he  does  with  great  care,  knowing  that 
he  needs  must  impart  the  Gospel  seed  in  the  small 
amounts  as  the  souls  in  whom  he  is  planting  are 
able  and  willing  to  accept.  After  the  planting,  he 
hopefully  awaits  the  sunshine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  add 
light  and  warmth  and  cause  germination  and  growth. 

Now  he  is  ready  to  cultivate  the  field.  By  his  daily 
life  he  exemplifies  his  teachings  — showing  the  fruits 
of  similar  seed  sown  in  his  own  soul.  He  comforts, 


he  teaches,  he  encourages  to  better  living,  and  the 
crop  of  his  sowing  brings  a  harvest  of  joy. 

After  the  allotted  time  in  the  field,  the  missionary 
is  called  home,  and  ere'long  he  will  be  called  to 
his  eternal  home  where  he  can  better  see  the  re¬ 
sults  of  his  labors  and  hear  it  said  of  him,  "Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been  faith¬ 
ful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

I  know  that  my  family  and  myself  have  been  helped 
immeasurably  by  our  contact  with  the  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  it  is  my  sincere  hope  they  will  ever 
go  forward,  teaching  the  Gospel  to  all  who  will  listen, 
giving  as  freely  as  they  have  received. 


A  HEALING  AND  A  CONVERSION 

By  Manuel  Martinez,  President  of  Mexican  Branch, 
San  Antonio,  Texas -Spanish  American  Mission. 

Has  the  age  of  miracles  ceased?  Do  we  have  in 
our  Church  that  particular  power  that  we  read  so 
much  about  in  the  Scriptures?  Let  me  relate  a  mar¬ 
velous  experience  that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  wit¬ 
nessing.  It  was  sometime  in  August  or  September, 
1933. 

As  we  go  through  life,  some  of  us  pay  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  most  of  the  things  that  we  meet  on  the  way. 
But  sometimes  experiences  are  forced  on  us,  ex¬ 
periences  that  leave  a  lasting  mark  within  us.  Of 
such  character  is  this : 

Ten  years  ago,  I  married  a  Catholic  girl  from  the 
interior  of  Mexico.  At  the  time  of  our  marriage,  I 
also  was  a  Catholic  but  I  had  already  heard  of  the 
restored  Gospel  and  had  something  of  a  testimony 
although  being  a  faint  one.  Shortly  after  this,  I  started 
visiting  the  Latter-day  Saints  and  by  the  lime  our 
first  child  came,  I  was  sure  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  a 
month  old  when  I  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  years  that  followed,  I  used  all  my  knowledge 
of  the  Gospel  to  convince  my  wife  of  the  divinity  of 
this  great  work.  But  did  I?  I  certainly  did  not.  At 
the  time,  it  grieved  me  to  realize  my  inability  to  make 
her  see  the  light,  and  believe  me,  it  was  not  for  lack 
of  knowledge  because  it  had  been  my  habit  not  to 
accept  something  as  true  until  I  was  positive,  having 
something  to  prove  it  with. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  things  did  not  improve, 
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Portland  Stake  Primary  Board,  Sister  Mabel  Jones, 
Sister  Florence  Nielsen,  and  Elder  Carvel  Davis  met 
with  the  Saints  in  Grants  Pass  where  a  splendid  Union 
meeting  was  held  for  all  the  branches  of  Southern 
Oregon.  Much  enthusiasm  was  shown  and  it  is  felt 
that  such  meetings  can  be  continued  every  month 
and  eventually  a  district  organization  set  up  for  that 
part  of  the  mission.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  records 
from  the  Church  Office  which  contain  a  recorded  pro¬ 
gram  entitled  "The  Fullness  of  Times"  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  many  calls  from  all  parts  of  the  mission  to 
present  these  programs.  We  feel  that  great  good 
will  result  from  these  inspiring  stories  of  our  early 
church  history  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  have 
all  our  people  and  investigators  hear  the  same.  It  is 
our  great  hope  that  every  mission  in  the  world  can 
enjoy  similar  success  and  feel  every  reason  to  rejoice 
and  thank  God  for  his  guidance. 

We  wish  all  a  joyful  Holiday  Season  and  may  the 
true  Spirit  of  Christ  abide  in  the  hearts  of  each  that 
we  may  improve  our  labors  in  spreading  his  everlast¬ 
ing  Gospel. 


THE  TOILERS 

By  W.  H.  McKim,  Muncie,  Indiana 

A  Mormon  missionary  may  be  likened  to  a  farmer. 
Both  supply  a  great  human  need -the  one  material, 
the  other  spiritual  food.  The  farmer  goes  forth  to  his 
field  to  plow  his  new  ground.  He  labors  diligently 
turning  the  new  sod,  striking  tough  roots,  stones  and 
stumps,  but  finally  after  much  labor  succeeds  in  break¬ 
ing  his  field. 

Next  he  prepares  the  seed  bed,  breaking  the  clods 
and  leveling  the  ground  for  plantnig.  He  then  chooses 
his  seeds,  which  are  tested  for  germination  and  which 
he  knows  from  experience  are  the  ones  most  likely 
to  grow. 

Next  comes  the  planting.  It  must  be  done  just 
right  so  as  to  allow  for  cultivation. 

Now  he  has  done  his  part,  and  thru  the  faith  and 
hope  that  springs  eternally  in  the  human  heart,  he 
awaits  the  rain  and  sun  his  Lord  sends  to  bring  forth 
the  plants. 

After  the  plants  come  forth  he  goes  regularly  to 
cultivate  them  tending  them  with  great  care  until 
they  are  mature.  He  is  now.  ready  to  reap  the  reward 
of  his  labors  and  looks  with  pride  on  the  results  het 
has  attained,  knowing  he  has  accomplished  something 
worth  while,  and  may  now  rest  from  his  labor  for  a 
season. 

The  Mormon  missionary  goes  to  his  work  leaving 
father,  mother,  sisters  and  brothers  all  behind  him, 
as  he  enters  the  work  field  of  human  lives.  He  is  in. 
new  ground  for  most  of  his  contacts  are  with  souls 
who  know  little  if  anything,  of  the  Gospel  he  teaches. 
His  Gospel  plow  strikes  the  stones  of  false  doctrines  and 
tough  resistance  of  the  age  old  roots  of  man-made 
religion. 

After  much  labor  he  breaks  the  field.  Next  he 
breaks  up  the  clods  of  doubt,  ignorance  and  hatred 
with  patience,  love  and  perseverance.  He  now  has  a 
seed  bed  prepared  for  the  planting  of  the  everlasting 
Gospel.  This  he  does  with  great  care,  knowing  that 
he  needs  must  impart  the  Gospel  seed  in  the  small 
amounts  as  the  souls  in  whom  he  is  planting  are 
able  and  willing  to  accept.  After  the  planting,  he 
hopefully  awaits  the  sunshine  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  add 
light  and  warmth  and  cause  germination  and  growth. 

Now  he  is  ready  to  cultivate  the  field.  By  his  daily 
life  he  exemplifies  his  teachings -showing  the  fruits 
of  similar  seed  sown  in  his  own  soul.  He  comforts, 


ARRIVAL  AND  ASSIGNMENT 
Edes  Hill,  from  Dayton,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Samuel  Brown,  from  South  Oregon  to  Oregon  District. 
Lamont  Briggs,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Barton  Moulton,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Gerald  Munk,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Byron  Haderlie,  from  Spokane  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Sterling  Cannon,  from  Oregon  to  Puget  Sound  District. 
Elma  Christensen,  from  Puget  Sound  to  South  Oregon. 
Elva  Rasmussen,  from  Puget  Sound  to  South  Oregon. 
APPOINTMENT 

Grant  Johnson —  President  of  South  Oregon  District. 
RELEASES 

Russell  Westover,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Joseph  City,, 
Arizona. 

DeVern  J.  Rasmussen,  of  South  Oregon  — Home,  Honey- 
ville,  Utah. 

William  Thomas,  of  S.  Oregon  — Home,  Marshfield,  Ore. 

ARNOLD  J.  BUTTERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


he  teaches,  he  encourages  to  better  living,  and  the 
crop  of  his  sowing  brings  a  harvest  of  joy. 

After  the  allotted  time  in  the  field,  the  missionary 
is  called  home,  and  ere'long  he  will  be  called  to 
his  eternal  home  where  he  can  better  see  the  re¬ 
sults  of  his  labors  and  hear  it  said  of  him,  "Well  done 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been  faith¬ 
ful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

I  know  that  my  family  and  myself  have  been  helped 
immeasurably  by  our  contact  with  the  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  it  is  my  sincere  hope  they  will  ever 
go  forward,  teaching  the  Gospel  to  all  who  will  listen, 
giving  as  freely  as  they  have  received. 


A  HEALING  AND  A  CONVERSION 

By  Manuel  Martinez,  President  of  Mexican  Branch, 
San  Antonio,  Texas -Spanish  American  Mission. 

Has  the  age  of  miracles  ceased?  Do  we  have  in 
our  Church  that  particular  power  that  we  read  so 
much  about  in  the  Scriptures?  Let  me  relate  a  mar¬ 
velous  experience  that  I  had  the  opportunity  of  wit¬ 
nessing.  It  was  sometime  in  August  or  September, 
1933. 

As  we  go  through  life,  some  of  us  pay  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  most  of  the  things  that  we  meet  on  the  way. 
But  sometimes  experiences  are  forced  on  us,  ex¬ 
periences  that  leave  a  lasting  mark  within  us.  Of 
such  character  is  this: 

Ten  years  ago,  I  married  a  Catholic  girl  from  the 
interior  of  Mexico.  At  the  time  of  our  marriage,  I 
also  was  a  Catholic  but  I  had  already  heard  of  the 
restored  Gospel  and  had  something  of  a  testimony 
although  being  a  faint  one.  Shortly  after  this,  I  started 
visiting  the  Latter-day  Saints  and  by  the  time  our 
first  child  came,  I  was  sure  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  a 
month  old  when  I  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  years  that  followed,  I  used  all  my  knowledge 
of  the  Gospel  to  convince  my  wife  of  the  divinity  of 
this  great  work.  But  did  I?  I  certainly  did  not.  At 
the  time,  it  grieved  me  to  realize  my  inability  to  make 
her  see  the  light,  and  believe  me,  it  was  not  for  lack 
of  knowledge  because  it  had  been  my  habit  not  to 
accept  something  as  true  until  I  was  positive,  having 
something  to  prove  it  with. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  things  did  not  improve, 
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and  as  the  Years  rolled  by#  three  baby  girls  were 
born.  By  this  time,  I  had  lost  all  hope  of  converting 
my  wife.  But  God  works  in  mysterious  ways.  Our 
last  baby  was  only  four  months  old  when  I  was  stricken 
with  rheumatism  and  for  two  months  I  was  unable  to 
work.  During  this  time,  I  had  no  income  and  was 
forced  to  pay  doctor's  bills.  When  I  returned  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  work,  I  found  there  was  none,  as  one  had 
taken  my  place.  Convalescent,  penniless,  in  debt, 
and  without  prospect  of  work,  you  can  well  imagine 
our  condition. 

At  this  time,  our  eldest  daughter  got  typhoid  fever. 
My  wife  with  the  help  of  friends  and  neighbors  gave 
her  some  home-made  remedies,  but  to  no  avail.  Fi¬ 
nally,  her  case  was  placed  under  the  doctor's  care. 
He  came  one  Friday  morning  and  after  examining  our 
daughter,  he  made  it  plain  that  he  could  do  nothing. 
He  said  he  had  been  called  too  late.  Nevertheless,  he 
gave  her  some  medicine. 

On  Saturday,  he  came  again,  and  confided  to  one 
of  our  neighbors  that  the  child  didn't  have  a  chance  to 
live  through  that  night. 

Our  daughter  was  dying,  the  doctor  could  not  save 
her,  what  could  we  do?  We  did  the  only  thing  left 
to  do  and  that  was,  turn  to  God.  He  was  the  only 
one  that  could  help  us. 

That  night  my  wife  and  I  had  a  little  talk.  "Chula," 
I  said,  (for  that  is  what  I  call  her  although  it  is  not 
her  name)  "you  have  seen  that  the  doctor  can  not  do 
anything  for  our  child.  There  is  only  one  Being 
that  can  give  us  our  child  back  and  that  is  God.  If 
you  believe  that  the  missionaries  in  our  Church  have 
the  power  of  God,  and  that  through  them  he  can 
give  us  back  our  child,  I  will  call  them.  But  you 
must  have  faith,  otherwise  it  will  be  useless."  Her 
only  words  were,  "Yes,  call  them." 

Next  day,  Sunday,  our  daughter  was  still  alive. 
It  had  rained  a  good  part  of  the  day,  and  as  I  was 
convalescing,  I  did  not  want  to  get  wet,  so  I  wailed, 
but  it  seemed  to  rain  more  and  more.  Finally,  through 
a  heavy  downpour  of  water,  I  called  for  and  returned 
with  two  Elders. 

It  was  6  o'clock  Sunday  evening  when  the  Elders 
annointed  our  daughter.  While  they  were  praying, 
my  wife  was  crying  softly. 

Monday  morning  my  wife  called  the  doctor  again. 
He  came  and  examined  the  girl,  and  then  as  if  he  was 
not  sure,  he  examined  her  again.  Turning  to  my 
wife,  he  said:  "What  have  you  done  to  her?  What 
have  you  given  her?"  My  wife  answered:  "We 
only  followed  your  instructions."  "Well!"  he  said, 
"there  is  nothing  wrong  with  her  now.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  to  take  great  care  in  feeding  her."  Then 
he  gave  instructions  as  to  what  she  should  eat. 

This  was  not  the  first  annointment  that  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Elders  as  all  our  children  had  been 
annointed  before  for  various  sicknesses  and  they  had 
recovered.  But,  it  was  this  particular  one  that  made 
my  wife  see  the  Truth.  It  was  the  turning  point  in 
her  life.  She  was  baptized  April  21,  1935,  and  is  now 
a  faithful  member.  During  the  spring  conference  of 
this  year,  1938,  held  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Presi¬ 
dent  O.  C.  Williams  set  her  apart  as  President  of  the 
Relief  Society.  Her  name  is  Carmen  S.  Martinez. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  SONG 

By  Juanita  Smith,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Oh,  happy  we  who  gather  here 
In  service  of  our  King, 

To  meet  together,  serve  and  work, 

To  study,  pray  and  sing. 

Refrain  — 

Together,  together,  through  happiness  or  grief, 
This  band  of  busy  workers  — the  Sisters  of  Relief. 

Oh  joy  to  help  our  neighbors  dear 
In  every  way  we  may  — 

To  aid  and  comfort,  love,  and  teach 
Our  Lord's  appointed  way. 

To  complement  the  Priesthood's  work, 

Assist  in  word  and  deed  — 

This  Sisterhood  was  organized 
To  fill  a  long-felt  need. 

Then  let  us  always  worthy  keep 
Our  purpose  to  fulfill  — 

Be  true  servants  of  our  God 
And  ever  do  His  will. 


PRAYER  OF  THANKS 

By  Martha  Rogers,  Geyserville,  California 

With  head  bowed  down 

And  hands  clasped  close  upon  my  breast, 

I  give  a  prayer  of  thanks  to  God 

That  I  have  stood  the  test. 

That  I  hava  stood  the  test  and  smiled, 
And  brushed  away  my  tears, 

Then  bravely  gone  the  road  alone 
Despite  my  doubts  and  fears. 

Yet  I've  not  gone  the  road  alone, 

He  was  with  me  all  the  way  - 
He  held  me  as  I  stumbled  on, 

"I  thank  Thee,  Lord,"  'tis  thus  I  pray. 


MY  AMBITION 

By  Eugene  S.  Hintze,  North  Central  Stales  Mission 

There  are  men  who  aspire  to  glory, 

There  are  those  who  seek  for  fame , 

But  my  only  aspiration 
Is  to  earn  a  goodly  name. 

One  that  tells  of  doing  good, 

To  those  who  passed  along, 

One  that  was  never  heard  to  pine, 

But  went  through  life  with  a  song. 

A  name  unknown  to  shame  and  disgrace, 

Though  losing  the  games  that  were  played, 

So  he  who  bore  it  might  stand  face  to  face 
With  the  world  unashamed,  unafraid. 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good ,  durable ,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed — sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada .  express  or  postage  paid,  for  $2.00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  ten  (10)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewal. 
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and  as  the  years  rolled  by,  three  baby  girls  were 
born.  By  this  time,  I  had  lost  all  hope  of  converting 
my  wife.  But  God  works  in  mysterious  ways.  Our 
last  baby  was  only  four  months  old  when  I  was  stricken 
with  rheumatism  and  for  two  months  I  was  unable  to 
work.  During  this  time,  I  had  no  income  and  was 
forced  to  pay  doctor's  bills.  When  I  returned  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  work,  I  found  there  was  none,  as  one  had 
taken  my  place.  Convalescent,  penniless,  in  debt, 
and  without  prospect  of  work,  you  can  well  imagine 
our  condition. 

At  this  time,  our  eldest  daughter  got  typhoid  fever. 
My  wife  with  the  help  of  friends  and  neighbors  gave 
her  some  home-made  remedies,  but  to  no  avail.  Fi¬ 
nally,  her  case  was  placed  under  the  doctor's  care. 
He  came  one  Friday  morning  and  after  examining  our 
daughter,  he  made  it  plain  that  he  could  do  nothing. 
He  said  he  had  been  called  too  late.  Nevertheless,  he 
gave  her  some  medicine. 

On  Saturday,  he  came  again,  and  confided  to  one 
of  our  neighbors  that  the  child  didn't  have  a  chance  to 
live  through  that  night. 

Our  daughter  was  dying,  the  doctor  could  not  save 
her,  what  could  we  do?  We  did  the  only  thing  left 
to  do  and  that  was,  turn  to  God.  He  was  the  only 
one  that  could  help  us. 

That  night  my  wife  and  I  had  a  little  talk.  "Chula," 
I  said,  (for  that  is  what  I  call  her  although  it  is  not 
her  name)  "you  have  seen  that  the  doctor  can  not  do 
anything  for  our  child.  There  is  only  one  Being 
that  can  give  us  our  child  back  and  that  is  God.  If 
you  believe  that  the  missionaries  in  our  Church  have 
the  power  of  God,  and  that  through  them  he  can 
give  us  back  our  child,  I  will  call  them.  But  you 
must  have  faith,  otherwise  it  will  be  useless."  Her 
only  words  were,  "Yes,  call  them." 

Next  day,  Sunday,  our  daughter  was  still  alive. 
It  had  rained  a  good  part  of  the  day,  and  as  I  was 
convalescing,  I  did  not  want  to  get  wet,  so  I  waited, 
but  it  seemed  to  rain  more  and  more.  Finally,  through 
a  heavy  downpour  of  water,  I  called  for  and  returned 
with  two  Elders. 

It  was  6  o'clock  Sunday  evening  when  the  Elders 
annointed  our  daughter.  While  they  were  praying, 
my  wife  was  crying  softly. 

Monday  morning  my  wife  called  the  doctor  again. 
He  came  and  examined  the  girl,  and  then  as  if  he  was 
not  sure,  he  examined  her  again.  Turning  to  my 
wife,  he  said:  "What  have  you  done  to  her?  What 
have  you  given  her?"  My  wife  answered:  "We 
only  followed  your  instructions."  "Well!"  he  said, 
"there  is  nothing  wrong  with  her  now.  All  you  have 
to  do  is  to  take  great  care  in  feeding  her."  Then 
he  gave  instructions  as  to  what  she  should  eat. 

This  was  not  the  first  annointment  that  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Elders  as  all  our  children  had  been 
annointed  before  for  various  sicknesses  and  they  had 
recovered.  But,  it  was  this  particular  one  that  made 
my  wife  see  the  Truth.  It  was  the  turning  point  in 
her  life.  She  was  baptized  April  21,  1935,  and  is  now 
a  faithful  member.  During  the  spring  conference  of 
this  year,  1938,  held  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Presi¬ 
dent  O.  C.  Williams  set  her  apart  as  President  of  the 
Relief  Society.  Her  name  is  Carmen  S.  Martinez. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  SONG 

By  Juanita  Smith,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Oh,  happy  we  who  gather  here 
In  service  of  our  King/ 

To  meet  together,  serve  and  work/ 

To  study,  pray  and  sing. 

Refrain  - 

Together,  together,  through  happiness  or  grief; 
This  band  of  busy  workers  — the  Sisters  of  Relief. 

Oh  joy  to  help  our  neighbors  dear 
In  every  way  we  may  - 
To  aid  and  comfort,  love,  and  teach 
Our  Lord's  appointed  way. 

To  complement  the  Priesthood's  work, 

Assist  in  word  and  deed  — 

This  Sisterhood  was  organized 
To  fill  a  long-felt  need. 

Then  let  us  always  worthy  keep 
Our  purpose  to  fulfill  — 

Be  true  servants  of  our  God 
And  ever  do  His  will. 


PRAYER  OF  THANKS 

By  Martha  Rogers,  Geyserville,  California 

With  head  bowed  down 

And  hands  clasped  close  upon  my  breast, 

I  give  a  prayer  of  thanks  to  God 

That  I  have  stood  the  test. 

That  I  have  stood  the  test  and  smiled, 
And  brushed  away  my  tears/ 

Then  bravely  gone  the  road  alone 
Despite  my  doubts  and  fears. 

Yet  I've  not  gone  the  road  alone, 

He  was  with  me  all  the  way  — 

He  held  me  as  I  stumbled  on; 

"I  thank  Thee,  Lord,"  'tis  thus  I  pray. 


MY  AMBITION 

By  Eugene  S.  Hintze,  North  Central  Stales  Mission 

There  are  men  who  aspire  to  glory, 

There  are  those  who  seek  for  fame; 

But  my  only  aspiration 
Is  to  earn  a  goodly  name. 

One  that  tells  of  doing  good, 

To  those  who  passed  along; 

One  that  was  never  heard  to  pine, 

But  went  through  life  with  a  song. 

A  name  unknown  to  shame  and  disgrace, 

Though  losing  the  games  that  were  played  / 

So  he  who  bore  it  might  stand  face  to  face 
With  the  world  unashamed,  unafraid. 


Liahona  Bound  Volumes 


Complete  volumes  of  the  Liahona — good,  durable ,  cloth  binding — gilt 
striped  and  labeled  on  back — thoroughly  indexed — sent  anywhere  in  the  United 
States  or  Canada ,  express  or  postage  paid,  for  $2,00 

Free  to  missionaries  sending  in  ten  (10)  annual  subscriptions — new 
or  renewal. 


Earth  Life  a  Probation 

IN  RECENT  ISSUES  of  the  Liahona  we  have  presented  on  this  page  some 
of  the  teachings  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We  shall  probably  continue 
that  for  a  few  issues  yet  future. 

Today  we  call  attention  to  a  divine  truth  made  very  plain  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  In  another  modern  Scripture,  Abraham  quotes  the  Gods  of 
creation  as  saying: 

We  will  go  down,  for  there  is  space  there,  and  we  will  take  of  these  materials, 
and  we  will  make  an  earth  whereon  these  may  dwell;  and  we  will  prove  them  here¬ 
with,  to  see  if  they  will  do  all  things  whatsoever  the  Lord  their  God  shall  command 
them;  and  they  who  keep  their  first  estate  shall  be  added  upon;  and  they  who  keep 
not  their  first  estate  shall  not  have  glory  in  the  same  kingdom  with  those  who  keep 
their  first  estate;  and  they  who  keep  their  second  estate  shall  have  glory  added  upon 
their  heads  for  ever  and  ever. — Pearl  of  Great  Price,  Book  of  Abraham,  chap.  3. 

Confirmatory  to  this  we  present  from  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  following: 

And  after  Adam  and  Eve  had  partaken  of  the  forbidden  fruit  they  were  driven 
out  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the  earth. 

And  they  have  brought  forth  children;  yea,  even  the  family  of  all  the  earth. 

And  the  days  of  the  children  of  men  were  prolonged,  according  to  the  will  of 
God,  that  they  might  repent  while  in  the  flesh;  wherefore,  their  state  became  a  state 
of  probation,  and  their  time  was  lengthened,  according  to  the  commandments  which 
the  Lord  God  gave  unto  the  children  of  men.  For  he  gave  commandment  that  all  men 
must  repent;  for  he  showed  unto  all  men  that  they  were  lost,  because  of  the  trans¬ 
gression  of  their  parents. — 2  Nephi  2:19-21. 

Wherefore,  he  has  given  a  law;  and  where  there  is  no  law  given  there  is  no 
punishment;  and  where  there  is  no  punishment  there  is  no  condemnation;  and  where 
there  is  no  condemnation  the  mercies  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  have  claim  upon  them, 
because  of  the  atonement;  for  they  are  delivered  by  the  power  of  him. 

For  the  atonement  satisfieth  the  demands  of  his  justice  upon  all  those  who  have 
not  the  law  given  to  them,  that  they  are  delivered  from  that  awful  monster,  death  and 
hell,  and  the  devil,  and  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimston,  which'  is  endless  torment;  and 
they  are  restored  to  that  God  who  gave  them  breath,  which  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 

But  wo  unto  him  that  has  the  law  given,  yea,  that  has  all  the  commandments  of 
God,  like  unto  us,  and  that  transgresseth  them,  and  that  wasteth  the  days  of  his  pro¬ 
bation,  for  awful  is  his  state! — 2  Nephi  9:25-27. 

But  behold,  your  days  of  probation  are  past;  ye  have  procrastinated  the  day  of 
your  salvation  until  it  is  everlastingly  too  late,  and  your  destruction  is  made  sure; 
yea,  for  ye  have  sought  all  the  days  of  your  lives  for  that  which  ye  could  not  obtain; 
and  ye  have  sought  for  happiness  in  doing  iniquity,  which  thing  is  contrary  to  the 
nature  of  that  righteousness  which  is  in  our  great  and  Eternal  Head. 

— Alma  12:24. 

% 

And  we  see  that  death  comes  upon  mankind,  yea,  the  death  which  has  been  spoken 
of  by  Amulek,  which  is  the  temporal  death;  nevertheless  there  was  a  space  granted 
unto  man  in  which  he  might  repent;  therefore  this  life  became  a  probationary  state; 
a  time  to  prepare  to  meet  God;  a  time  to  prepare  for  that  endless  state  which  has 
been  spoken  of  by  us,  which  is  after  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. — Helaman  13:38. 

Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  program  of  life. 
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A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 

good  will  toward  men. 


“And  it  came  to  pass,  as  the  angels  were  gone  away  from  them  into  heaven,  the  shep¬ 
herds  said  one  to  another,  Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing 
which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us.  And  they  came  with 
haste,  and  found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger.  And  when  they 
had  seen  it,  they  made  known  abroad  the  saying  which  was  told  them  concerning  this 
child.  And  all  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things  which  were  told  them 

by  the  shepherds.  But  Mary  kept  all  these  things,  and  pondered  them  in  her  heart." 

/ 
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THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  JESUS 

Adapted  from  a  Radio  Address  by  Dr.  Adam  S.  Bennion 

Mv  friends,  I  bring  you  a  Christmas 
Sermonette,  “The  Fellowship  of  Jesus/' 
suggested  by  contemplating  during  the 
past  week  the  world's  greatest  Christmas 
gift. 

Nineteen  hundred  years  ago  God's  ra¬ 
dio  broadcasted  that  memorable  message 
“Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men."  It 
becomes  my  privilege  to  echo  that  message 
tonight  to  those  who,  like  the  shepherds 
of  old,  may  chance  to  be  listening  in. 

Another  twenty  days,  and  the  Clock  of 
Time  will  have  ticked  off  one  more  year 
of  eternity.  Within  those  twenty  days 
five  million  Christmas  trees  will  have 
been  bedecked  as  a  partial  preparation  for 
the  entertainment  of  Old  Saint  Nick  who 
will  have  made  his  annual  circuit  to  carry 
good  cheer  to  the  childhood  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  period  of  excitemejit  and  anticipa¬ 
tion — it  should  also  be  a  season  of  reflec¬ 
tion  and  thanksgiving — literally  a  Christ¬ 
mas — a  ceremonial  in  honor  of  the  Christ. 
In  the  hope  of  stimulating  a  little  fuller 
appreciation  of  the  real  meaning  of  the 
day — in  an  effort,  in  part  at  least,  to  safe¬ 
guard  against  Santa  Claus'  crowding  Jesus 
out  of  this  year's  Christmas  program,  I 
have  chosen  for  the  title  of  this  holiday 
sermonette  “The  Fellowship  of  Jesus.'' 

For  nineteen  centuries  the  world  has 
been  attempting  to  ascertain  the  full  sig¬ 
nificance  of  the  Christmas  message.  The 
Author  of  Christmas  is  the  wonder  of  the 
world  as  He  is  the  admiration  of  Christen¬ 
dom.  At  this  season  of  the  year  we  re¬ 
turn  to  thoughts  of  Him  as  the  tide  re¬ 
turns  to  the  shore.  We  return  to  marvel 
at  his  achievement.  There  is  nothing  else 
like  it  in  the  annals  of  history: 

Born  in  a  manger. 

Reared  in  Nazareth. 

Reputed  Son  of  a  carpenter. 

His  ministry  confined  to  Palestine. 

A  life  of  only  33  years. 

Headed  no  army — no  political  party. 

Amassed  no  wealth. 

“Had  no  place  to  lay  his  head." 

Preached  simply. 

Was  assisted  by  lowly  apostles. 

Left  no  written  record. 

Was  scorned  and  despised  of  men. 

Was  denied  by  one  of  His  nearest,  Peter. 

Was  betrayed  by  His  own,  Judas. 


Condemned  to  die  with  criminals. 

Was  crucified  on  Calvary. 

All  this — and  yet  what  glory  He  has 
achieved. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  the  glory  of  Jesus 
can  be  fully  comprehended  only  when  we 
conceive  Him  to  be  the  very  Son  of  God. 
No  mere  mortal  He!  Divinity  is  the’ halo 
that  makes  Him  shine  abo\e  the  glory  of 
man.  The  divinity  that  made  Him  Cre¬ 
ator  with  God  of  the  universe — the  di¬ 
vinity  that  broke  the  bands  of  death  and 
instituted  the  Resurrection — man's  guar¬ 
antee  of  life  everlasting.  Napoleon  ap¬ 
preciated  this  fact  when  he  declared: 

Alexander,  Caesar,  Charlemagne,  and  I  have  founded 
great  empires,  but  upon  what  did  these  creations  of 
our  genius  depend?  Upon  Force.  Jesus  alone  founded 
his  empire  upon  love,  and  to  this  very  day  millions 
would  die  for  him.  I  think  I  understand  something 
of  human  nature,  and  I  will  tell  you  that  all  these 
were  men  and  I  am  a  man.  None  else  is  like  him. 
Jesus  Christ  was  more  than  a  man. 

Any  adequate  consideration  of  the 
greatness  of  Jesus  must  involve  many  con¬ 
siderations: 

His  Divinity — His  Self-mastery — His 
Service — His  Sacrifice— His  Love  —  His 
Intimacy  with  God. 

All  of  these  and  others  must  be  appre¬ 
ciated  if  we  would  understand  what  holds 
576,000,000  souls  in  a  loyal  devotion  to 
the  Savior  of  the  World.  To  bear  the 
Cross  of  Mankind  called  for  a  superman 
— it  was  task  for  a  God. 

Let  us  follow  Him  in  a  few  life  situa¬ 
tions  to  catch  of  His  Spirit  of  Fellowship. 
Consider  the  call  of  His  apostles.  If  you 
regard  Him  of  but  natural  mortal  birth, 
then  his  lineage  was  royal,  running  back 
to  David.  If  you  subscribe  to  the  theory 
of  His  divine  origin  then  He  is  the  great¬ 
est  man  born  into  the  world.  Not  only 
was  He  thus  born  “under  a  star" — he  was 
called  to  perform  the  greatest  work  ever 
entrusted  to  man.  And  yet  in  the  face 
of  all  this,  whom  did  He  choose  to  share 
most  intimately  His  Fellowship?  First 
of  all,  lowly  fishermen.  Men  of  the  net 
rather  than  of  the  court — no  evidence  here 
of  an  attempt  to  enter  the  select  400. 

The  fellowship  exhibited  in  the  call  of 
these  first  apostles  is  a  tribute  to  the  hu¬ 
mility  and  humanity  of  the  Master. 

Think  of  the  liberality  in  the  call  to 
this  same  honor  of  Matthew,  a  publican. 
One  of  those  men  featured  in  the  prayer 
of  the  Pharisee: 
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God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are, 
unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  this  publican. 

If  there  was  unique  fellowship  in  the 
call  of  Peter  and  Matthew,  think  of  the 
charity  in  the  call  of  Judas. 

Or  leaving  the  choice  of  the  apostles, 
let  us  turn  next  to  the  interview  between 
Jesus  and  Nicodemus,  “a  man  of  the 
Pharisees/'  You  will  recall  His  reproof 
of  them — read  it  in  Matt.  23 — one  of  the 
bitterest  denunciations  ascribed  to  the 
Savior.  And  yet  He  could  overlook  the 
formality  and  hypocrisy  of  a  class  to  point- 
out  the  way  of  life  to  one  of  its  members. 
Personality  to  Him  seemed  sacred — too 
sacred  to  be  sacrificed  to  prejudice. 

Perhaps  a  dearer  case  of  the  genuineness 
of  Jesus'  fellowship  lies  in  the  case  of  the 
woman  taken  in  sin. 

When  the  charges  had  been  made  against 
her  and  judgment  sought,  He  calmly 
looked  up  from  His  writing  in  the  sand 
and  said: 

“He  that  is  without  sin  among  you, 
let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her/’  And 
as  the  conscience  smitten  accusers  slank 
away  he  said  to  the  woman,  “Go  and 
sin  no  more." 

Jesus  could  distinguish  between  sin 
and  the  sinner. 

The  condemnation  of  a  practice  did  not 
necessarily  crush  a  personality  in  which 
He  could  always  detect  a  spark  of  di¬ 
vinity — a  trace  of  fellowship.  What  a 
challenge  to  us  in  our  relationships! 

At  this,  the  season  of  all  seasons  set 
aside  for  children,  it  is  a  delight  to  recall 
Jesus'  attitude  toward  them.  We  have  no 
record  of  His  having  His  own  to  caress. 
Like  Charles  Lamb’s,  His  were  “Dream 
Children.”  It  was  as  if  all  children  were 
His  by  adoption.  Whether  it  was  the 
restoration  of  Lazarus  or  of  the  daughter 
of  Jairus  or  the  healing  of  those  sick  and 
crippled,  Jesus’  heart  went  out  to  children. 
The  love  of  children  is  a  test  of  genuine 
fellowship.  It  is  a  key  to  His: 

Suffer  little  children,  and  forbid  them  not,  to  come 
unto  me:  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Jesus’  attitude  made  it  possible  for  him 
to  associate  with  Samaritans — made  it 
possible  for  him  to  extend  the  grace  of 
His  power  to  the  leper,  to  the  palsied,  to 
those  possessed. 

The  final  earthly  triumph  of  His  fel¬ 
lowship  was  evidenced  on  Calvary.  There 
in  the  company  of  criminals,  scorned  and 
taunted  by  enemies,  jeered  at  before  the 


law,  crowned  in  derision  with  thorns,  and 
mocked  in  challenge  to  save  Himself  as 
He  claimed  to  be  able  to  help  others. 
There  under  the  pain  and  torture  that  took 
His  life  He  could  look  down  still  and  with 
kindness  and  mercy  triumphant,  plead, 
“Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do.”  That  to  me  is  the  world's 
supreme  instance  of  fellowship. 

The  query  is  altogether  natural  and 
pertinent — “Was  the  fellowship  of  Jesus 
withdrawn  from  the  world  in  His  cru¬ 
cifixion?”  Not  so  to  Latter-day  Saints. 
We  are  confident  as  we  are  confident  that 
we  live  that  it  continues  as  between  Him 
and  His  Father  with  whom  He  now  as¬ 
sociates  and  that  it  may  continue  between 
Him  and  us. 

Latter-day  Saints  in  humility  are  grate¬ 
ful  for  evidence  beyond  the  citation  of 
scripture.  To  them  the  whole  of  life  is 
bound  up  in  the  assurance  that  Christ 
lives  and  that  He  still  ministers  to  men. 
The  very  existence  of  our  Church  centers 
in  that  fact.  A  hundred  years  ago  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  search  of  the 
true  Church  of  Christ  had  petitioned  God 
for  guidance  in  that  search. 

On  a  bright  spring  morning  in  the  year 
1820,  he  retired  to  the  woods — a  sylvan 
solitude  not  far  from  his  father’s  home — 
and  finding  himself  alone,  bowed  down 
in  prayer.  He  had  scarcely  begun,  he  de¬ 
clares,  when  suddenly  he  was  seized  by 
some  mysterious  power  which  paralyzed 
his  tongue  so  that  he  could  no  longer 
speak.  Simultaneously  a  cloud  of  dark¬ 
ness  encompassed  him,  filling  his  soul 
with  horror  and  presaging  instant  destruc¬ 
tion.  So  literal  were  his  sensations  that 
he  felt  himself  in  the  fell  grasp  of  some 
actual,  though  unseen,  personage  or  in¬ 
fluence  of  another  world.  Exerting  all 
his  powers,  he  called  upon  God  for  de¬ 
liverance — his  thoughts  now  praying  in 
the  absence  of  speech — and  just  as  reason 
seemed  tottering,  and  hope  was  hovering 
on  the  brink  of  despair,  he  saw  a  light 
descending  from  heaven,  directly  over  his 
head,  of  such  surpassing  brilliance  as  to 
exceed  that  of  the  noonday  sun.  The 
pillar  of  splendor  gradually  fell  until  it 
rested  upon  the  prostrate  youth,  who,  the 
moment  it  appeared,  found  himself  deliv¬ 
ered  from  the  deadly  influence  that  had 
held  him  bound.  In  the  midst  of  the  pillar 
were  two  personages  of  ineffable  glory, 
in  the  form  of  men,  one  of  whom,  ad¬ 
dressing  Joseph  by  name,  and  pointing  to 
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the  other,  said,  “This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
hear  him!” 

To  the  reality  of  that  manifestation 
Joseph  Smith  dedicated  his  life — for  it  he 
died.  Not  only  this  once,  but  at  other 
times  did  the  Divine  personality  visit  this 
modern  prophet.  Listen  to  the  testimony 
of  him  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  his  associate 
and  scribe: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which  have 
been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony  last  of  all, 
which  we  give  of  him:  That  he  lives  1 

For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of  God; 
and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  — 

That  by  him,  and  through  him  and  of  him,  the 
worlds  are  and  were  created,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  begotten  sons  and  daughters  unto  God. 

Little  wonder  that  this  is  a  memorable 
month  to  Latter-day  Saints — December 
25 — celebrated  in  honor  of  the  Savior  of 
the  world — December  23 — the  birthday 
of  him  who  was  chosen  as  prophet  to 
re-declare  Jesus  and  His  Gospel  to  the 
world  in  these  latter  days. 

And  now  as  we  face  this  Christmas  sea¬ 
son — as  fellow  Christians — may  we  not 
well  remind  ourselves  that  whatever  our 
differences  may  be,  the  real  challenge  to 
all  of  us  lies  in  the  words — “This  is  my 
commandment,  That  ye  love  one  another, 
as  I  have  loved  you.”  We  may  quarrel 
with  and  condemn  one  another  in  the 
name  of  a  creed — but  never  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  —  who  transcends  creedal  ani¬ 
mosity. 

May  I  presume  to  offer  two  Christmas 
suggestions  in  the  interest  of  an  enlarged 
fellowship: 

1.  That  we  spend  a  few  hours  during 
the  month  in  His  company  through  the 
pages  of  one  of  His  gospels,  John  pref¬ 
erably. 

2.  That  this  year  we  hang  up  our 
spiritual  stockings — fastening  them  to  the 
mantel  of  faith  by  the  pin  of  prayer — 
confident  that  He  will  fill  them  full — 
not  only  of  good  cheer,  but  of  the  joy 
that  passeth  understanding. 


Wo  unto  the  rich,  who  are  rich  as  to 
the  things  of  the  world.  For  because 
they  are  rich  they  despise  the  poor,  and 
they  persecute  the  meek,  and  their  hearts 
are  upon  their  treasures;  wherefore,  their 
treasure  is  their  God.  And  behold,  their 
treasure  shall  perish  with  them. 

—2  Nephi  9:30. 


GREATNESS  OF  JOSEPH  SMITH 

By  JOHN  HENRY  EVANS,  Author  of  "Joseph  Smith, 
An  American  Prophet." 

When  I  began  the  study  of  Joseph 
Smith,  his  figure  did  not  loom  up  great¬ 
ly  in  my  imagination.  I  attribute  this 
to  the  fact  that  I  was  taught  to  look  upon 
him  as  a  prophet  and  seer  rather  than  as 
a  man.  And  then,  too,  I  did  not  know 
very  much  about  him,  since  there  was  no 
one  book  to  which  I  could  go  for  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  him — at  least,  none  that 
was  accessible  to  a  poor  boy  in  a  country 
town.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  even  today 
we  Latter-day  Saints  lay  stress  upon  the 
seership  of  the  Prophet  rather  than  upon 
his  physical  and  mental  characteristics. 

Now,  however,  after  thirty-five  years 
devoted  to  a  careful  study  of  the  founder 
of  our  faith,  I  have  come  to  regard  Joseph 
Smith  as  an  extraordinary  man,  a  genius. 
More  and  more  has  his  figure  risen  before 
my  mind,  till  now  I  regard  him  as  one 
of  the  very  greatest  men.  if  not  actually 
the  greatest  man,  that  America  has  ever 
produced.  I  am  not  now  thinking  of 
Joseph  Smith  as  a  prophet  and  seer,  but 
rather  as  a  human  being,  a  man,  a  leader 
of  men. 

Three  things  have  led  me  to  this  con¬ 
clusion. 

FIRST :  The  dispensation  in  which  we 
are  now  living  is  the  greatest  in  history. 
This  is  so  partly  because  it  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  purpose  with  respect 
to  man,  partly  because  it  is  th£  spiritual 
sea  into  which  all  the  spiritual  rivers  of 
the  past  flow.  If  this  be  true,  as  we  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  teach,  it  would  follow  that 
the  one  chosen  to  open  such  a  dispensation 
would  not  be  an  ordinary  man,  but  would 
most  likely  be  at  least  the  equal  of  those 
who  opened  up  previous  dispensations. 

And  that  was  exactly  what  Joseph 
Smith  was.  Our  belief  respecting  this 
fact  is  thus  put  in  the  Doctrine  and  Cov¬ 
enants:  “Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet  and 
Seer  of  the  Lord,  has  done  more,  save 
Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation  of  men  in 
this  world,  than  any  other  man  that  ever 
lived  in  it.”  This  estimate  of  the  founder 
of  Mormonism  is  accepted,  and  has  always 
been  accepted,  by  Latter-day  Saints  every¬ 
where  as  the  statement  of  a  fact. 

SECOND:  Joseph  Smith  had  a  great 
mind,  one  of  the  greatest  minds.  This  is 
evident  to  anyone  who  will  consider  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

In  the  Palmyra  of  1820  there  was  a 
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the  other,  said,  “This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
hear  him!” 

To  the  reality  of  that  manifestation 
Joseph  Smith  dedicated  his  life — for  it  he 
died.  Not  only  this  once,  but  at  other 
times  did  the  Divine  personality  visit  this 
modern  prophet.  Listen  to  the  testimony 
of  him  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  his  associate 
and  scribe: 

And  now,  afler  Ihe  many  testimonies  which  have 
been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony  last  of  all, 
which  we  give  of  him:  That  he  lives! 

For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of  God; 
and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  — 

That  by  him,  and  through  him  and  of  him,  the 
worlds  are  and  were  created,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  begotten  sons  and  daughters  unto  God. 

Little  wonder  that  this  is  a  memorable 
month  to  Latter-day  Saints — December 
25 — celebrated  in  honor  of  the  Savior  of 
the  world — December  23 — the  birthday 
of  him  who  was  chosen  as  prophet  to 
re-declare  Jesus  and  His  Gospel  to  the 
world  in  these  latter  days. 

And  now  as  we  face  this  Christmas  sea¬ 
son — as  fellow  Christians — may  we  not 
well  remind  ourselves  that  whatever  our 
differences  may  be,  the  real  challenge  to 
all  of  us  lies  in  the  words — “This  is  my 
commandment,  That  ye  love  one  another, 
as  I  have  loved  you.”  We  may  quarrel 
with  and  condemn  one  another  in  the 
name  of  a  creed — but  never  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  —  who  transcends  creedal  ani¬ 
mosity. 

May  I  presume  to  offer  two  Christmas 
suggestions  in  the  interest  of  an  enlarged 
fellowship: 

1.  That  we  spend  a  few  hours  during 
the  month  in  His  company  through  the' 
pages  of  one  of  His  gospels,  John  pref¬ 
erably. 

2.  That  this  year  we  hang  up  our 
spiritual  stockings — fastening  them  to  the 
mantel  of  faith  by  the  pin  of  prayer — 
confident  that  He  will  fill  them  full — 
not  only  of  good  cheer,  but  of  the  joy 
that  passeth  understanding. 


Wo  unto  the  rich,  who  are  rich  as  to 
the  things  of  the  world.  For  because 
they  are  rich  they  despise  the  poor,  and 
they  persecute  the  meek,  and  their  hearts 
are  upon  their  treasures;  wherefore,  their 
treasure  is  their  God.  And  behold,  their 
treasure  shall  perish  with  them. 

— 2  Nephi  9:30 . 


GREATNESS  OF  JOSEPH  SMITH 

By  JOHN  HENRY  EVANS,  Author  of  "Joseph  Smith, 
An  American  Prophet." 

When  I  began  the  study  of  Joseph 
Smith,  his  figure  did  not  loom  up  great¬ 
ly  in  my  imagination.  I  attribute  this 
to  the  fact  that  I  was  taught  to  look  upon 
him  as  a  prophet  and  seer  rather  than  as 
a  man.  And  then,  too,  I  did  not  know 
very  much  about  him,  since  there  was  no 
one  book  to  which  I  could  go  for  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  him — at  least,  none  that 
was  accessible  to  a  poor  boy  in  a  country 
town.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  even  today 
we  Latter-day  Saints  lay  stress  upon  the 
seership  of  the  Prophet  rather  than  upon 
his  physical  and  mental  characteristics. 

Now,  however,  after  thirty-five  years 
devoted  to  a  careful  study  of  the  founder 
of  our  faith,  I  have  come  to  regard  Joseph 
Smith  as  an  extraordinary  man,  a  genius. 
More  and  more  has  his  figure  risen  before 
my  mind,  till  now  I  regard  him  as  one 
of  the  very  greatest  men,  if  not  actually 
the  greatest  man,  that  America  has  ever 
produced.  I  am  not  now  thinking  of 
Joseph  Smith  as  a  prophet  and  seer,  but 
rather  as  a  human  being,  a  man,  a  leader 
of  men. 

Three  things  have  led  me  to  this  con¬ 
clusion. 

FIRST :  The  dispensation  in  which  we 
are  now  living  is  the  greatest  in  history. 
This  is  so  partly  because  it  is  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  purpose  with  respect 
to  man,  partly  because  it  is  th£  spiritual 
sea  into  which  all  the  spiritual  rivers  of 
the  past  flow.  If  this  be  true,  as  we  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  teach,  it  would  follow  that 
the  one  chosen  to  open  such  a  dispensation 
would  not  be  an  ordinary  man,  but  would 
most  likely  be  at  least  the  equal  of  those 
who  opened  up  previous  dispensations. 

And  that  was  exactly  what  Joseph 
Smith  was.  Our  belief  respecting  this 
fact  is  thus  put  in  the  Doctrine  and  Cov¬ 
enants:  “Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet  and 
Seer  of  the  Lord,  has  done  more,  save 
Jesus  only,  for  the  salvation  of  men  in 
this  world,  than  any  other  man  that  ever 
lived  in  it.”  This  estimate  of  the  founder 
of  Mormonism  is  accepted,  and  has  always 
been  accepted,  by  Latter-day  Saints  every¬ 
where  as  the  statement  of  a  fact. 

SECOND:  Joseph  Smith  had  a  great 
mind,  one  of  the  greatest  minds.  This  is 
evident  to  anyone  who  will  consider  the 
facts  in  the  case. 

In  the  Palmyra  of  1820  there  was  a 
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spiritual  tumult,  which  threw  everyone 
off  balance — except  the  fourteen-year-old 
boy  who  went  by  the  name  of  “Joe” 
Smith.  There  is  not  space  enough  here 
to  describe  what  went  on  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  the  young  man’s  home.  The 
word  “off-balance”  is  a  mild  description 
of  the  chaos  of  the  emotions  at  that  time. 
Now  high  emotion,  as  everybody  knows, 
is  an  unstabilizer  of  the  mind.  Few  can 
think  under  strong  feeling.  The  mind  is 
upset  by  excitable  conditions.  That  is 
why  men  and  women  do  such  unseemly 
things  during  a  religious  revival.  This 
was  particularly  so  in  the  first  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

But  Joseph  Smith’s  mind,  although 
greatly  disturbed  by  the  religious  revival, 
remained  comparatively  calm.  This  is 
clear  from  what  he  did.  He  went  to  the 
meetings,  but  he  did  not  join  any  of  the 
churches.  He  had  sense  enough  not  to 
go  to  the  ministers  for  guidance.  Indeed, 
he  did  not  hope  to  settle  his  question  by 
reading  the  Bible.  He  did  expect,  how¬ 
ever,  to  get  some  guidance  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures.  Moreover,  he  saw  very  clearly  that 
contradictory  doctrines  were  an  evidence 
of  error  in  the  churches,  a  lack  of  divine 
guidance  if  not  of  authority.  And  all 
this  reasoning  in  a  boy  of  fourteen  under 
stress!  James,  the  sacred  writer,  told 
him  what  to  do,  and  he  followed  that 
author’s  directions. 

Only  a  superior  mind,  a  mind  in  full 
control  of  itself,  could  think  like  that. 
But  no  one  else  in  that  part  of  the  New 
York  State  appears  to  have  done  that. 
All  of  Joseph’s  neighbors,  even  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  own  family,  gave  way  to  their 
feelings  in  the  situation. 

A  similar  line  of  reasoning  might  be 
taken  in  that  scene  in  the  woods.  In  the 
midst  of  what  must  have  been  a  tre¬ 
mendous  tax  on  the  emotions,  the  boy 
had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  remember 
what  he  went  out  there  to  find  out. 

THIRD:  Joseph  Smith  had  ideas — 
more  basic  ideas,  I  believe,  than  any  other 
American  that  can  be  named. 

The  measure  of  a  man  is  the  size  of 
his  ideas.  This  needs  little  elaboration. 
You  cannot  empty  a  quart  cup  into  a 
vessel  that  can  hold  only  a  pint.  Neither 
can  you  put  a  big  idea  into  a  small  mind. 
I  have  been  a  teacher  all  my  life,  and  I 
know. 

Now,  Joseph  Smith  had  some  deeply 


fundamental  ideas,  ideas  in  the  field  of 
economics,  of  finance,  of  political  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of  human  society  in  general, 
as  well  as  in  the  area  of  theology  and  re¬ 
ligion.  No  American  of  his  time  had 
more  ideas,  and  none  went  deeper  into 
the  roots  of  human  life.  His  plan  for 
building  a  city,  for  example,  would  have 
forestalled  the  social  chaos  that  has  come 
to  America  through  the  Big  Town,  with 
its  crime,  its  poverty,  and  its  vice,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  unemployment.  And  he 
elaborated  this  plan  when  the  largest  city 
in  the  United  States  was  less  than  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  million  in  population.  This  was 
seventy-five  years  before  the  Big  Town 
became  a  problem.  One  might,  were  there 
space,  go  over  other  ideas  held  by  the  Mor¬ 
mon  Prophet,  to  show  not  only  their 
largeness,  but  also  their  application  to 
the  time  in  which  we  live.  It  would  be 
found  that  Joseph  Smith  anticipated  the 
problems  that  confront  the  world  now 
and  that  he  suggested  a  way  out  of  the 
difficulty. 

I  know  that  we  attribute  these  ideas  to 
God.  The  Lord,  as  we  are  fond  of  saying, 
spoke  through  the  Prophet — all  of  which 
I  accept  unreservedly.  But  that  does  not 
explain  the  mentality  of  the  Prophet;  it 
only  defers  the  problem.  For  we  have 
then  to  explain  how  it  is  that  a  mind  can 
grasp  and  hold  the  ideas  which  we  find 
in  the  Prophet's  head.  You  cannot  put 
a  big  idea  in  the  head  of  an  ordinary  per¬ 
son.  It  would  be  impossible  for  such  a 
mind  to  grasp  the  idea  in  the  first  place, 
let  alone  to  understand  it.  Try  it  on 
the  next  person  you  meet.  Joseph  Smith, 
however,  not  only  understood  the  ideas 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  but  he  had 
a  firm  and  comprehensive  grasp  of 
them. 

It  was  this,  in  part  at  least,  that  en¬ 
abled  the  Prophet  to  attract  and  to  hold 
the  attention  and  devotion  of  such  strong 
men  as  Brigham  Young,  John  Taylor, 
Orson  Pratt,  Orson  Spencer,  Oliver  Cow- 
dery,  Edward  Hunter,  and  a  host  of  others 
of  almost  equal  standing  and  ability.  The 
versatility  of  the  Prophet,  his  large  ca¬ 
pacity,  the  basic  character  of  his  ideas,  as 
well  as  his  general  character — these  were 
a  source  of  perpetual  wonder  and  admira¬ 
tion  to  the  men  by  whom  Joseph  Smith 
was  surrounded.  It  was  no  small  man 
that  could  convert  and  then  hold  such  a 
group  of  men. 
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JOSEPH  SMITH,  A  SERVANT  OF  GOD 

By  ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President  of  the 
Texas  Mission 

No  man  has  approached  the  might  and 
wisdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  greatest  of 
all  who  have  been  born  to  the  earth,  for 
he  was  God.  We  worship  him. 

But  we  do  righteous  honor  to  his  ser- 


Presidenl  ElRay  L.  Christiansen 


vants  whom  he  has  chosen  for  their  worth 
and  obedience  to  truth.  These  are  the 
Prophets,  who  have  lived  and  died  for 
the  cause  of  bringing  salvation  to  men. 
Such  are  Moses,  Abraham,  Isaiah,  Elijah. 

Such  also  are  the  honest  men  of  intel¬ 
lect  and  spirit,  Columbus,  Washington, 
Edison,  Luther,  who  have  led  the  nations 
in  truth  according  to  the  light  which  was 
given  them. 

But  none  of  the  servants  of  Christ  more 
deserve  our  homage  and  tribute  than  does 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

He  was  given  the  task  of  opening  the 
dispensation  which  was  to  be  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  all  other  dispensations,  and  make 
the  world  ready  for  the  coming  of  the 
Savior  for  the  last  time. 

For  his  successful  completion  of  this 
mission,  we  honor  him  as  a  Prophet  of 
God. 

We  realize  that  the  inexhaustible  power 
which  lay  behind  his  works  was  the  power 
of  God  that  was  manifest  in  him,  but  we 
can  justly  revere  the  man  whose  exercise 
of  faith  and  the  depths  of  whose  humility 
were  so  great  as  to  command  these  powers 
in  the  way  Joseph  Smith's  did. 

We  can  partly  understand  the  magni¬ 


tude  of  his  use  of  these  principles  of  faith 
and  humility  when  we  recall  the  story  of 
his  first  vision  and  remember  that  no  man 
in  seventeen  centuries  possessed  them  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  call  down  revelation  from 
Heaven  as  he  did. 

And  this  first  vision,  with  its  pure 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  God  and  his 
will  towards  man,  gave  the  boy  prophet 
a  testimony  that  withstood  his  enemies  un¬ 
til  his  death! 

In  his  life,  knowledge  truly  was  power. 
His  knowledge  of  God  gave  him  the 
strength  to  accomplish  the  work  which  so 
arouses  our  admiration. 

His  birthday,  December  23rd,  brings 
his  memory  in  fitting  conjunction  with 
our  reverence  of  the  Savior’s  life.  There 
should  be  no  mistaking  our  testimony  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  only  a  man,  one  of  the  humb¬ 
lest  of  God’s  servants. 

But  the  manner  in  which  his  life  exem¬ 
plified  the  principles  of  Christ  makes  it 
not  incongruous  that  we  should  recall 
them  together. 

Joseph  Smith  was  the  person  chosen  to 
restore  to  the  world  a  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

Jesus  at  Nazareth  and  Joseph  at  Pal¬ 
myra,  two  thousand  years  apart,  taught 
and  preached  to  their  fellow  townspeople 
the  same  principles  of  truth. 

Joseph  went  among  his  friends  in  a 
quiet,  almost  inconspicuous  way  at  first, 
announcing  that  God  had  spoken  to  man 
once  more  from  the  long  silent  Heavens 
and  restored  a  true  knowledge  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  the  earth.  He  gathered  his  followers 
together  in  groups  and  taught  them  pa¬ 
tiently,  humbly,  trying  to  shake  from 
their  minds  the  covering  of  many  years 
of  darkness  as  to  things  spiritual. 

It  was  a  repetition  of  the  long  dead 
scenes  in  the  streets  and  synagogues  of 
Galilee  and  Jerusalem,  when  the  Master 
earnestly  taught  the  people  faith  in  the 
Messiah  who  had  come  to  them. 

So  Joseph  taught  men  to  believe  in 
God  and  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ.  But  he 
was  not  well  received  at  Palmyra.  Men 
reviled  him  because  they  could  not  under¬ 
stand  him,  and  could  not  stand  the  bright¬ 
ness  of  truth  borne  by  the  principles  he 
proclaimed.  Jesus  was  crucified  for  the 
same  teachings. 

Contrary  to  the  opinions  of  sophisti¬ 
cated  disbelievers,  Christ  was  a  man  of 
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strength.  No  one  less  than  a  God  could 
have  fulfilled  the  obligations  of  atoning 
for  the  sins  of  the  world  and  bearing  the 
physical  and  mental  burdens  of  such  as 
did  Christ.  No  one  has  yet  fully  com¬ 
prehended  the  full  significance  of  one  in¬ 
dividual  carrying  such  a  load.  It  required 
strength  of  both  body  and  mind  beyond 
our  realization. 

To  the  servants  who  have  obeyed  the 
Lord  and  have  needed  special  abilities  in 
carrying  out  their  work,  a  great  portion  of 
such  strength  of  body  and  mind  has  been 
granted.  Moses,  Samuel  the  Lamanite, 
Alma  and  Amulek  received  added  physical 
and  mental  powers  of  the  Lord. 

So  with  Joseph  Smith.  He  stands  out 
as  one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  all  time, 
and  no  Prophet  of  God  has  done  more  for 
the  salvation  of  his  fellow  men  than  he. 
We  instinctively  honor  him  as  a  man. 
In  abundance  he  possessed  the  attributes 
that  excite  our  admiration  of  one  of  our 
lellow  men. 

Into  the  Church  the  Prophet  gathered 
men  of  the  strongest  personalities  of  his 
day.  Such  divergent  characters  as  the 
pioneer  scout  of  the  West,  Porter  Rock¬ 
well;  and  the  intellectual  Orson  Pratt 
were  alike  attracted  to  the  personality  of 
the  Prophet  and  to  his  teachings. 

No  stronger  nature  ever  undertook  the 
conquering  of  any  frontier  than  Brigham 
Young  who  led  the  weary  but  faithful 
followers  of  the  Prophet  into  the  West. 
But  Brigham  Young  in  all  that  great 
work  was  ever  submissive  to  the  influence 
of  Joseph,  which  influence  was  with  him 
as  a  constant  companion.  Every  act  of 
his  life  he  tried  to  conform  to  the  way 
Joseph  would  have  wanted  it. 

Yes.  strong  men  followed  the  Prophet, 
but  his  strength  stood  out  before  theirs 
and  led  them  all! 

His  followers  knew,  of  course,  that  it 
was  not  the  man,  Joseph,  but  the  Prophet 
Joseph  and  the  Gospel  of  Christ  that  they 
followed.  But,  as  with  all  of  us,  he  was 
a  free  agent  and  chose  deliberately  the  path 
along  which  he  laid  his  course.  It  is  in 
that  choice  and  the  power  with  which  he 
carried  it  out  that  we  love  and  honor  him. 

Christ  before  him  had  set  the  example 
in  placing  his  own  great  will  in  complete 
subjection  to  the  Father’s.  Joseph  Smith 
followed  that  implicitly  and  bore  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  with  his 
blood. 

But  though  for  his  character  and  per¬ 


sonality  we  love  and  admire  him,  these 
must  in  the  end  remain  secondary  to  his 
qualities  as  a  spiritual  leader. 

He  taught  men  the  answers  to  the  most 
intimate  questions  of  their  lives.  He  taught 
them  who  God  is  and  introduced  men’s 
spiritual  natures  to  their  Heavenly  Cre¬ 
ator.  He  could  do  this  because  he  knew 
of  himself.  God  called  him  friend,  and 
he  called  God  his  strength.  He  declared 
to  all  men  that  they  could  know  God 
with  the  same  surety  that  he  claimed  for 
himself. 

Those  who  listened  and  understood  his 
doctrine  came  to  a  realization  of  their 
purpose  in  life;  they  were  filled  with 
peace  in  the  testimony  that  God  lives  and 
that  man  may  know  his  mind  and  will. 
It  was  for  this  peace  of  soul  and  mind 
that  those  early  Saints  were  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  life  of  persecution  which  went 
with  the  acceptance  of  the  Prophet  and  his 
Church  in  those  days. 

It  was  not  a  new  knowledge  that  he 
gave  to  man.  Christ  himself  had  taught 
it  to  the  world,  but  it  was  precious  and 
easily  lost,  and  not  long  after  his  cruci- 
fiction  men  no  longer  honored  it.  Their 
minds  became  darkened  and  the  Heavens 
withdrew  themselves  during  the  appropri¬ 
ately  named  Dark  Ages  of  the  world. 

The  first  thing  Joseph  taught  was  the 
nature  of  God.  That  simple  knowledge 
had  been  given  to  the  world  by  Christ 
and  his  Apostles,  but  men  obscured  it 
with  prolific  theories  of  vast  spirits  and 
essences  which  filled  the  universe  and  were 
formless. 

Joseph  announced  that  God  and  Christ 
were  two  personages  of  identical  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  form  of  men.  Such  a  simple 
statement  sweeps  away  with  one  stroke  all 
the  clouds  of  men’s  theories.  But  it  is  no 
more  than  what  Christ  taught  Philip 
when  he  said,  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath 
seen  the  Father,’’  and  what  Stephen  knew 
when  he  saw  Christ  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father. 

Joseph  taught  it  because  he  had  seen 
them  and  knew.  That  was  the  end  of 
argument  as  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

He  retaught  the  principle  involved  in 
Christ’s  statement  to  his  Apostles:  “Ye 
have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen 
you,  and  ordained  you.’’  What  a  clamor 
that  raised — to  declare  that  men  must  be 
chosen  and  ordained  of  God  as  in  days 
of  old,  and  that  they  had  no  authority  to 
assume  church  leadership  and  commence 
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preaching  and  performing  the  ordinances 
without  such  definite  calling. 

And  upon  Joseph  and  Oliver  Cowdery 
the  Lord  bestowed  the  Priesthood  through 
the  hands  of  John  the  Baptist  and  Peter, 
James,  and  John — the  first  authentic  or¬ 
dination  in  seventeen  centuries. 

He  taught  the  simple  truth,  which  the 
world  seemed  to  find  so  amazing,  that  a 
man  must  live  righteously  -  to  bear  the 
Priesthood  of  God,  and  when  he  does 
not,  4 ‘the  heavens  withdrew  themselves; 
and — he  is  left  unto  himself — to  persecute 
the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against  God." 

This  is  not  in  contradiction  to  the 
Bible  teaching  that  our  bodies  are  the  tem¬ 
ples  of  God  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
cannot  dwell  in  an  unclean  tabernacle, 
but  it  was  something  that  men  had  for¬ 
gotten. 

And  above  all,  he  taught  men  the  whys 
of  this  life.  He  taught  us  why  we  pray 
to  our  "Father  in  Heaven" — because  he 
is  actually  that — our  Father,  the  Parent 
and  Creator  of  our  spirits.  He  revealed 
also  the  purpose  of  this  life — that  it  is  to 
gain  perfection  and  exaltation  through 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel.  He  gave  man  a  greater  role 
than  any  had  dared  hope  for,  in  declaring 
that,  "as  God  now  is,  man  may  become." 

Bold  as  it  is  to  the  people  of  the  world, 
it  simply  brings  us  an  understanding  of 
Christ’s  injunction  to  his  followers:  "Be 
ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect."  Joseph 
Smith  brought  this  from  the  category  of 
ignored  scripture  to  the  realms  of  possi¬ 
bility. 

He  reaffirmed  also,  that  a  part  of 
Christ’s  mission  was  to  bring  to  pass  the 
resurrection  of  all  mankind,  good  or  evil 
and  that  judgment  would  follow  such 
resurrection.  Though  taught  in  the  Bible 
this  was  not  generally  accepted.  He  cleared 
up  the  ignortant  dogma  of  infant  baptism 
and  brought  us  to  realize  that  Christ 
freed  the  souls  of  all  men  of  the  sin  of 
Adam  and  that  we  are  born  in  purity. 

Joseph  Smith  was  not  the  originator  of 
these  precious  truths.  They  were  taught 
by  the  Savior.  Because  men  had  forgot 
them,  he  commissioned  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  to  give  them  to  the  world  once 
more  for  the  last  time. 

We  have  Christ's  life  before  us  as  a 
guide  to  the  right  way  of  living.  But 
Joseph  Smith  set  before  the  Latter-day 


Saints  an  enduring  example  of  how  man 
may  approach  the  ideals  of  the  Savior  in 
daily  life. 

Few  men  have  lived  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  as  did  the  Prophet  Joseph.  He  set 
up  at  the  beginning  of  this  dispensation 
a  goal  of  service  and  unselfishness  that 
has  not  been  surpassed  by  any.  It  stands 
as  a  challenge  to  each  of  the  Saints  today, 
and  is  a  goal  at  which  we  should  aim. 
If  there  is  one  thing  with  which  we  might 
impress  our  minds  at  this  time,  his  anni¬ 
versary,  it  is  this:  What  a  power  this 
Church  would  be  if  each  member  pos¬ 
sessed  the  testimony,  faith,  and  unselfish 
devotion  of  its  first  leader! 

God  grant  us  the  strength  to  attain  it! 


THE  MAN  OF  GALILEE 

By  GEORGE  R.  WENDLING 
Briefed  by  Ada  McClain  Johnson,  Independence,  Mo. 

Who,  then,  is  this  that  even  the  wind 
and  the  sea  obey  Him? 

A  character  beyond  the  power  of  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity  to  invent;  wisdom,  power 
and  perfection  possessed  by  no  other  per¬ 
son  on  earth.  The  paramount  question 
is  and  always  will  be  the  supernatural 
character  of  the  great  Galilean.  Let  us 
measure  Him,  then,  against  God  and  see 
if  there  be  a  difference  in  stature.  If  any 
feel  this  is  irreverent,  remember  He  invited 
such  comparison  many  times. 

First,  observe  that  the  mind  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  always  as  lucid  as  light,  yet  the 
child's  mind  has  not  such  direct  and  per¬ 
fect  simplicity.  Nothing  at  any  time  casts 
the  slightest  shadow  across  the  clearness 
of  His  mind.  He  is  not  only  the  clearest, 
but  also  the  most  simple  teacher  that  ever 
came  among  men.  The  commonest  things 
of  every-day  life  form  the  staple  of  His 
phrases:  birds,  the  ploughman,  the  sower 
and  seed,  lost  sheep,  the  hen  and  her 
chickens,  rain  and  wind.  Can  simpler 
words  than  His  be  found?  And  yet, 
when  we  come  to  them  they  seem  to  vi¬ 
brate.  They  are  like  living  spirits  sent 
forth  into  all  the  world. 

The  Galilean  never  uses  logic.  Buddha, 
Confucius,  Mahomet  all  show  labored 
struggles  in  their  works,  but  there  is  an 
entire  absence  of  effort  in  anything  Jesus 
ever  did.  For  Him  there  are  no  problems. 
All  scientific  facts  fall  easily  within  His 
mental  range.  He  never  had  a  shadow  of 
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preaching  and  performing  the  ordinances 
without  such  definite  calling. 

And  upon  Joseph  and  Oliver  Cowdery 
the  Lord  bestowed  the  Priesthood  through 
the  hands  of  John  the  Baptist  and  Peter, 
James,  and  John — the  first  authentic  or¬ 
dination  in  seventeen  centuries. 

He  taught  the  simple  truth,  which  the 
world  seemed  to  find  so  amazing,  that  a 
man  must  live  righteously  -  to  bear  the 
Priesthood  of  God,  and  when  he  does 
not,  “the  heavens  withdrew  themselves; 
and — he  is  left  unto  himself — to  persecute 
the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against  God." 

This  is  not  in  contradiction  to  the 
Bible  teaching  that  our  bodies  are  the  tem¬ 
ples  of  God  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
cannot  dwell  in  an  unclean  tabernacle, 
but  it  was  something  that  men  had  for¬ 
gotten. 

And  above  all,  he  taught  men  the  whys 
of  this  life.  He  taught  us  why  we  pray 
to  our  “Father  in  Heaven" — because  he 
is  actually  that — our  Father,  the  Parent 
and  Creator  of  our  spirits.  He  revealed 
also  the  purpose  of  this  life — that  it  is  to 
gain  perfection  and  exaltation  through 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel.  He  gave  man  a  greater  role 
than  any  had  dared  hope  for,  in  declaring 
that,  “as  God  now  is,  man  may  become." 

Bold  as  it  is  to  the  people  of  the  world, 
it  simply  brings  us  an  understanding  of 
Christ's  injunction  to  his  followers:  “Be 
ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect."  Joseph 
Smith  brought  this  from  the  category  of 
ignored  scripture  to  the  realms  of  possi¬ 
bility. 

He  reaffirmed  also,  that  a  part  of 
Christ's  mission  was  to  bring  to  pass  the 
resurrection  of  all  mankind,  good  or  evil 
and  that  judgment  would  follow  such 
resurrection.  Though  taught  in  the  Bible 
this  was  not  generally  accepted.  He  cleared 
up  the  ignortant  dogma  of  infant  baptism 
and  brought  us  to  realize  that  Christ 
freed  the  souls  of  all  men  of  the  sin  of 
Adam  and  that  we  are  born  in  purity. 

Joseph  Smith  was  not  the  originator  of 
these  precious  truths.  They  were  taught 
by  the  Savior.  Because  men  had  forgot 
them,  he  commissioned  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  to  give  them  to  the  world  once 
more  for  the  last  time. 

We  have  Christ's  life  before  us  as  a 
guide  to  the  right  way  of  living.  But 
Joseph  Smith  set  before  the  Latter-day 


Saints  an  enduring  example  of  how  man 
may  approach  the  ideals  of  the  Savior  in 
daily  life. 

Few  men  have  lived  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  as  did  the  Prophet  Joseph.  He  set 
up  at  the  beginning  of  this  dispensation 
a  goal  of  service  and  unselfishness  that 
has  not  been  surpassed  by  any.  It  stands 
as  a  challenge  to  each  of  the  Saints  today, 
and  is  a  goal  at  which  we  should  aim. 
If  there  is  one  thing  with  which  we  might 
impress  our  minds  at  this  time,  his  anni¬ 
versary,  it  is  this:  What  a  power  this 
Church  would  be  if  each  member  pos¬ 
sessed  the  testimony,  faith,  and  unselfish 
devotion  of  its  first  leader! 

God  grant  us  the  strength  to  attain  it! 


THE  MAN  OF  GALILEE 

By  GEORGE  R.  WENDLING 
Briefed  by  Ada  McClain  Johnson,  Independence,  Mo. 

Who,  then,  is  this  that  even  the  wind 
and  the  sea  obey  Him? 

A  character  beyond  the  power  of  hu¬ 
man  ingenuity  to  invent;  wisdom,  power 
and  perfection  possessed  by  no  other  per¬ 
son  on  earth.  The  paramount  question 
is  and  always  will  be  the  supernatural 
character  of  the  great  Galilean.  Let  us 
measure  Him,  then,  against  God  and  see 
if  there  be  a  difference  in  stature.  If  any 
feel  this  is  irreverent,  remember  He  invited 
such  comparison  many  times. 

First,  observe  that  the  mind  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  always  as  lucid  as  light,  yet  the 
child’s  mind  has  not  such  direct  and  per¬ 
fect  simplicity.  Nothing  at  any  time  casts 
the  slightest  shadow  across  the  clearness 
of  His  mind.  He  is  not  only  the  clearest, 
but  also  the  most  simple  teacher  that  ever 
came  among  men.  The  commonest  things 
of  every-day  life  form  the  staple  of  His 
phrases:  birds,  the  ploughman,  the  sower 
and  seed,  lost  sheep,  the  hen  and  her 
chickens,  rain  and  wind.  Can  simpler 
words  than  His  be  found?  And  yet, 
when  we  come  to  them  they  seem  to  vi¬ 
brate.  They  are  like  living  spirits  sent 
forth  into  all  the  world. 

The  Galilean  never  uses  logic.  Buddha, 
Confucius,  Mahomet  all  show  labored 
struggles  in  their  works,  but  there  is  an 
entire  absence  of  effort  in  anything  Jesus 
ever  did.  For  Him  there  are  no  problems. 
All  scientific  facts  fall  easily  within  His 
mental  range.  He  never  had  a  shadow  of 
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doubt  or  uncertainty.  True,  He  did  ask 
questions,  but  consider  them:  "How 
many  loaves  have  ye?”  "Whom  do  men 
say  that  I  the  son  of  man  am?”  "What 
think  ye  of  Christ?”  Well  He  knew  the 
answer  before  asking  the  question. 

He  never  deliberates  or  weighs  His 
words.  He  has  wisdom  without  reflec¬ 
tion.  Even  the  greatest  men  sometimes 
say  something  weak — have  chaff  with 
their  wheat,  but  the  Man  of  Galilee  never 
made  a  mistake  in  His  whole  life.  His 
astonishing  mental  power  gave  piercing 
glances  into  the  future,  a  long  look  ahead 
into  the  centuries.  He  foretold  that  He 
would  disturb  the  very  foundations  of 
human  society  for  ages  to  come.  Has  He 
not  done  so?  Where  can  we  find  in  the 
universe  a  being  with  whom  to  compare 
Him  but  the  great  Creator  Himself? 

Notwithstanding  His  pre-eminent  moral 
and  intellectual  traits  He  touches  all  hu¬ 
man  life  at  every  point.  In  Him  there  is 
something  as  deep  as  the  lowest  human 
needs  can  reach,  as  high  as  our  most  aspir¬ 
ing  thoughts  can  tower.  He  came,  He 
preached,  He  loved,  He  healed,  He  called 
followers  about  Him,  He  suffered,  He 
died.  It  is  a  simple  but  wonderful  story. 
He  succeeded  not  temporarily  nor  par¬ 
tially,  nor  among  only  an  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple,  nor  one  people  alone,  but  among  the 
best  intellects  of  all  the  world,  and 
through  long  ages. 

Do  not  think  of  Him  as  a  meek  and 
lowly  appearing  man.  Those  attributes 
are  among  His  spiritual  traits.  We  would 
not  associate  a  frail  bent  form,  a  pale  face 
and  poverty  stricken  appearance  with  the 
great  Galilean.  Think  rather  of  Him  as 
majestic  and  a  kindly,  noble  looking  Man, 
always  evenly  poised,  courteous  and  self- 
possessed.  He  came  in  contact  with  all 
classes  of  people. 

Considered  alone,  the  statements  which 
He  makes  concerning  Himself  would  lead 
us  to  think  Him  an  egotist.  He  says:  "I 
am  the  Light,”  "I  am  the  Way,”  "I  am 
the  Life,”  "Ye  call  me  master  and  Lord 
and  ye  say  well  for  so  am  I.”  But  ob¬ 
serve  that  with  His  self-assertion  and  as¬ 
tonishing  calmness  there  goes  all  the  time 
the  most  remarkable  spirit  of  self-sacrifice 
and  unselfishness.  Day  and  night  through¬ 
out  His  whole  career  He  gives  His  time 
and  strength  to  others,  always  gentle  and 
patient.  What  a  volume  lies  concealed 
in  those  words:  "He  went  about  doing 
much  good.” 


We  might  ask,  "What  right  has  the 
Man  of  Galilee  to  interfere  with  our  af¬ 
fairs  now?”  Here  is  one  of  His  title- 
deeds — He  loved.  He  saw  our  race  grop¬ 
ing  in  the  darkness  of  pagan  philosophy, 
and  loving  us,  He  came  and  offered  light. 
He  saw  us  face  to  face  with  doubt  and 
death,  and  loving  us,  He  offered  hope  and 
life.  He  loved  us,  that’s  all,  simply 
loved  us  and  such  love  has  had  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  a  right  for 
love  in  return. 

The  more  we  study  about  Him  and 
His  surroundings  the  more  we  feel  that  He 
is  an  utter  stranger.  A  stranger  in  His 
native  land,  a  stranger  in  this  country  of 
ours,  and  a  stranger  in  all  other  countries. 
We  can  not  place  Him.  Again,  it  is  said 
that  no  foreign  tongue  can  preserve  the 
musical  rhythm  and  full  meaning  of  the 
original  in  translation  into  another  lang¬ 
uage.  And  yet,  every  saying  of  the  Gali¬ 
lean  goes  with  all  its  original  beauty  and 
power  into  every  language  and  dialect 
spoken  among  men.  One  can  see  that 
His  utterances  are  meant  for  translation 
into  all  languages. 

In  these  days  when  thoughtful,  edu¬ 
cated  and  sincere  men  and  women  in 
greater  numbers  than  ever  before  are  pass¬ 
ing  up  and  down  the  highways  and  by¬ 
ways  of  modern  culture,  manifesting  their 
earnest  desire  for  truth,  is  He  still  access¬ 
ible?  If  He  is  not  at  this  very  hour  a 
living  and  loving  Personality;  if  He  is 
not  at  hand  and  accessible  now,  and  if 
no  distinct  answer  comes  from  Him  in 
response  to  our  cry,  and  the  door  is  not 
opened  when  we  knock,  then  there  is  no 
way  on  earth,  or  in  the  seas,  or  under 
the  earth  by  which  we  can  reach  that  rea¬ 
sonable  certainty  which  the  human  heart 
and  the  human  soul  have  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand.  That  right  He  recognizes.  That 
test  He  invites,  entreats,  implores. 

We  have  said  that  humanity  always 
seeks  a  king.  The  Man  of  Galilee  at  the 
close  of  His  career,  standing  before  Pilate, 
says  with  regal  dignity  and  majesty,  "I 
am  a  King,  and  every  true  man  is  my 
subject.”  He  is  indeed  a  King,  intellec¬ 
tually  and  morally,  every  inch  a  King. 
His  kingdom  is  almost  world-wide.  The 
highest  geniuses  of  the  earth  bow  before 
Him.  The  greatest  poets  praise  Him. 
The  loftiest  music  of  the  ages  is  His  and 
countless  millions  of  human  hearts  are 
His,  too. 
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WITHOUT  HONOR  IN  HIS  OWN  COUNTRY 

By  E.  CECIL  McGAVIN,  Aulhor  of  "U.  S.  Soldiers 
Invade  Utah"  and  Other  Works 

At  the  time  the  Book  of  Mormon  is¬ 
sued  from  the  press  in  a  country  village 
in  western  New  York,  there  were  few  peo¬ 
ple  in  that  region  who  thought  that  the 
name  of  Joseph  Smith  would  ever  spread 


Elder  E.  Cecil  McGavin 


far  beyond  the  hamlet  which  gave  rise  to 
the  strange  religion  that  would  bear  his 
name  to  the  distant  nations  of  the  earth. 
Yet  the  prejudiced  opinions  of  obstinate 
persons  are  often  far  from  the  truth. 

Within  a  decade  and  a  half  after  the 
strange  book  from  the  magic  hill  had  been 
published  to  the  world,  its  translator  had 
been  acclaimed  one  of  the  greatest  men  of 
his  generation.  While  the  lingering  mem¬ 
ories  of  his  humble  boyhood  were  still 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Pal¬ 
myra  he  had  become  one  of  outstanding 
men  of  his  time. 

In  Palmyra  he  was  remembered  as  the 
visionary  youth  who  had  “day-time  night 
mares/'  the  poor  boy  who  was  destined 
to  wear  the  discarded  clothing  of  his  older 
brothers,  the  timid  lad  who  had  pushed 
a  cart  about  the  streets  of  the  village  of¬ 
fering  for  sale  the  sandwiches,  ginger¬ 
bread  cakes,  and  other  confections  which 
his  mother  had  prepared. 

When  this  25-year-old  reformer  left 
Palmyra,  no  one  thought  that  his  com¬ 
mon  name  would  be  borne  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth  and  that  the  book  from  the 
magic  hill  would  become  a  close  rival  of 
the  Bible  as  an  inspired  volume  which 
would  touch  the  hearts  of  thousands  of 


readers.  But  within  a  few  years  there 
were  thousands  of  loyal  converts  who 
held  his  name  in  reverence,  many  of  whom 
had  gathered  from  foreign  lands  to  help 
rear  the  metropolis  of  Nauvoo  above  the 
swamps  of  Commerce. 

In  a  few  years  he  had  risen  from  a  two- 
room  log  cabin  in  Palmyra  to  the  Man¬ 
sion  House  in  Nauvoo.  The  boy  who 
had  asked  Palmyra's  citizens  to  purchase 
the  bakements  from  his  mother's  kitchen 
had  become  commander  of  the  largest 
body  of  troops  in  any  city  in  the  land. 

In  Palmyra  he  was  remembered  as  a 
pauper  whose  family  had  lost  their  prop¬ 
erty  and  were  obliged  to  emigrate  with 
scarcely  a  dollar  in  their  possession,  while 
in  Nauvoo  he  was  Tl  commanding  figure 
in  the  opulent  fraternity  of  Freemasonry. 
Palmyra’s  prejudiced  citizens  had  rejected 
him  as  completely  as  Jesus  had  been  re¬ 
jected  at  Nazareth,  yet  there  were  thou¬ 
sands  in  a  later  day  who  rejoiced  when 
he  consented  to  become  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  It 
would  have  been  no  greater  journey  from 
the  Mansion  House  to  the  White  House 
than  it  was  from  the  two-room  log  hut 
in  Palmyra  to  the  twenty-two  room  man¬ 
sion  in  Nauvoo. 

Along  the  devious  trail  from  Palmyra 
to  Carthage  were  found  thousands  of 
friends  who  called  him  blessed,  just  as 
the  Master  had  found  in  the  midst  of 
many  enemies  between  Nazareth  and 
Calvary. 

The  destined  popularity  of  the  book 
which  he  had  translated  would  have  been 
an  equally  surprising  coincidence  to  the 
prejudiced  people  at  Palmyra,  who  had 
signed  petitions  stating  that  they  would 
not  read  the  strange  book  in  case  it  ever 
issued  from  the  press.  The  following  ex¬ 
cerpt  from  the  Missouri  Intelligencer  and 
Boons  Lick  Advertiser ,  published  at  Co¬ 
lumbia,  Missouri,  under  date  of  April  13, 
1833,  is  typical  of  the  popular  and  prej¬ 
udiced  appraisal  of  the  new  book: 

With  its  authors  the  Book  of  Mormon 
cannot  survive  this  generation.  The  next 
will  remember  it  only  to  smile  at  the  cred¬ 
ulity  of  the  present. 

Yet  the  book  from  the  magic  hill  has 
become  one  of  the  most  popular  books  the 
world  has  known,  the  Holy  Bible  being 
its  only  peer.  This  strange  book  has 
been  published  in  nearly  a  score  of  lang- 
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uages.  It  is  available  in  Braille,  in  seven 
large  volumes,  so  that  the  blind  may  see 
the  beauty  of  this  divine  book. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  since  the 
art  of  printing  was  invented,  nearly 
20,000,000  volumes  have  been  printed. 
Furthermore,  it  has  been  calculated  that 
out  of  1,000  different  works  published, 
700  never  pay  the  cost  of  publication; 
200  barely  pay  the  expense  of  printing, 
while  only  100  bring  a  profit  to  the  pub¬ 
lishers.  Moreover,  of  the  1,000  differ¬ 
ent  books,  650  are  entirely  forgotten  at 
the  close  of  the  first  year,  while  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  150  lasts  for  three  years  and  are 
then  forgotten.  Not  a  tithe  of  the  books 
published  enjoy  a  decade  of  popularity, 
and  only  a  small  number  of  these  survive 
the  generation  which  saw  them  come  from 
the  press. 

One  of  the  miracles  of  the  age  is  the 
fact  that  the  book  from  the  magic  hill  has 
become  the  heritage  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  continuing  to  win  disciples  to  such 
an  extent  that  a  century  after  its  appear¬ 
ance  its  sales  reach  the  tremendous  rate 
of  50,000  copies  each  year.  The  Prophet 
of  Palmyra,  whose  star  of  destiny  set  in 
a  sea  of  blood  in  Carthage,  Illinois,  has 
become  the  Prophet  to  the  world. 

The  mighty  destiny  of  the  humble  mis¬ 
sion  of  Joseph  Smith  was  suggested  by  the 
following  lines  from  the  pen  of  Governor 
Thomas  Ford,  soon  after  the  masked  mob 
retreated  from  the  village  of  Carthage: 

The  Christian  world,  which  has  hitherto 
regarded  "Mormonism"  with  silent  con¬ 
tempt,  unhappily  may  have  cause  to  fear 
its  rapid  increase.  Modern  sociology  is  full 
of  material  for  such  a  religion.  At  the  death 
of  the  Prophet,  fourteen  years  after  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  first  "Mormon”  Church, 


the  "Moimons"  in  all  the  world  numbered 
about  200,000*  souls.  A  number  equal  per¬ 
haps  to  the  number  of  Christians  when  the 
Christian  Church  was  of  the  same  age.  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  in  the  course  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  some  gifted  man  like  Paul,  some  splen¬ 
did  orator,  who  will  be  able  by  his  elo¬ 
quence  to  attract  crowds  of  the  thousands 
who  are  ever  ready  to  hear,  and  be  carried 
away  by  the  sounding  brass  and  tinkling 
cymbal  of  sparkling  oratory,  may  command 
a  hearing,  may  succeed  in  bringing  a  new 
life  into  this  modern  Mohamedanism  and 
make  the  mighty  name  of  the  martyred  Jo¬ 
seph  ring  as  loud,  and  stir  the  souls  of  men 
as  much,  as  the  mighty  name  of  Christ  it¬ 
self.  Sharon,  Palmyra,  Manchester,  Kirt- 
land,  Far  West,  Adam-ondi-ahman,  Ramus, 
Nauvoo,  and  Carthage  Jail  may  become 
holy  and  venerable  names,  places  of  classic 
interest  in  another  age;  like  Jerusalem,  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane,  the  Mount  of  Olives 
and  Mount  Calvery  to  the  Christian,  and 
Mecca  and  Medina  to  the  Turk.  And  in 
that  event  the  author  of  this  history  feels 
degraded  by  the  reflection  that  the  hum¬ 
ble  governor  of  an  obscure  state  stands  a 
fair  chance,  like  Pilot  and  Herod,  by  their 
official  connection  with  the  true  religion, 
of  being  dragged  down  to  posterity  with  an 
immortal  name  hitched  to  the  name  of  a 
miserable  impostor.  There  may  be  those 
whose  ambitions  would  lead  them  to  de¬ 
sire  an  immortal  name  in  history  even  in 
these  humble  terms,  I  am  not  of  that 
number. 

Let  the  reader  judge  as  to  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Governor. 


*This  is  an  error;  the  Church  numbered 
between  20,000  and  30,000  souls  at  that 
time. 


CHRISTMAS 

By  Christie  Lund 

Christmas!  But  not  the  Christmas  it  will  be 

When  the  Christ-child’s  message  shall  be  understood: 

When  men  shall  walk  uprightly  and  shall  see 
The  dawn  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Christmas!  But  not  the  Christmas  of  the  dream 
He  offered  to  the  world — the  dream  of  peace, 

Of  fellowship — the  star’s  white  gleam 

Lighting  men’s  souls  to  glory  and  release. 

Christmas!  Let  every  heart  with  pity  break 
For  our  blindness,  and  let  each  knee  bend 

In  reverent  prayer  to  ask  for  Christ’s  sweet  sake 

That  our  wars,  our  hatreds  and  our  greeds  shall  end. 
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uages.  It  is  available  in  Braille,  in  seven 
large  volumes,  so  that  the  blind  may  see 
the  beauty  of  this  divine  book. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  since  the 
art  of  printing  was  invented,  nearly 
20,000,000  volumes  have  been  printed. 
Furthermore,  it  has  been  calculated  that 
out  of  1,000  different  works  published, 
700  never  pay  the  cost  of  publication; 
200  barely  pay  the  expense  of  printing, 
while  only  100  bring  a  profit  to  the  pub¬ 
lishers.  Moreover,  of  the  1,000  differ¬ 
ent  books,  650  are  entirely  forgotten  at 
the  close  of  the  first  year,  while  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  150  lasts  for  three  years  and  are 
then  forgotten.  Not  a  tithe  of  the  books 
published  enjoy  a  decade  of  popularity, 
and  only  a  small  number  of  these  survive 
the  generation  which  saw  them  come  from 
the  press. 

One  of  the  miracles  of  the  age  is  the 
fact  that  the  book  from  the  magic  hill  has 
become  the  heritage  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  continuing  to  win  disciples  to  such 
an  extent  that  a  century  after  its  appear¬ 
ance  its  sales  reach  the  tremendous  rate 
of  50,000  copies  each  year.  The  Prophet 
of  Palmyra,  whose  star  of  destiny  set  in 
a  sea  of  blood  in  Carthage,  Illinois,  has 
become  the  Prophet  to  the  world. 

The  mighty  destiny  of  the  humble  mis¬ 
sion  of  Joseph  Smith  was  suggested  by  the 
following  lines  from  the  pen  of  Governor 
Thomas  Ford,  soon  after  the  masked  mob 
retreated  from  the  village  of  Carthage: 

The  Christian  world,  which  has  hitherto 
regarded  "Mormonism"  with  silent  con¬ 
tempt,  unhappily  may  have  cause  to  fear 
its  rapid  increase.  Modern  sociology  is  full 
of  material  for  such  a  religion.  At  the  death 
of  the  Prophet,  fourteen  years  after  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  first  “Mormon"  Church, 


the  "Mormons"  in  all  the  world  numbered 
about  200,000*  souls.  A  number  equal  per¬ 
haps  to  the  number  of  Christians  when  the 
Christian  Church  was  of  the  same  age.  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  in  the  course  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  some  gifted  man  like  Paul,  some  splen¬ 
did  orator,  who  will  be  able  by  his  elo¬ 
quence  to  attract  crowds  of  the  thousands 
who  are  ever  ready  to  hear,  and  be  carried 
away  by  the  sounding  brass  and  tinkling 
cymbal  of  sparkling  oratory,  may  command 
a  hearing,  may  succeed  in  bringing  a  new 
life  into  this  modern  Mohamedanism  and 
make  the  mighty  name  of  the  martyred  Jo¬ 
seph  ring  as  loud,  and  stir  the  souls  of  men 
as  much,  as  the  mighty  name  of  Christ  it¬ 
self.  Sharon,  Palmyra,  Manchester,  Kirt- 
land,  Far  West,  Adam-ondi-ahman,  Ramus, 
Nauvoo,  and  Carthage  Jail  may  become 
holy  and  venerable  names,  places  of  classic 
interest  in  another  age;  like  Jerusalem,  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane,  the  Mount  of  Olives 
and  Mount  Calvery  to  the  Christian,  and 
Mecca  and  Medina  to  the  Turk.  And  in 
that  event  the  author  of  this  history  feels 
degraded  by  the  reflection  that  the  hum¬ 
ble  governor  of  an  obscure  state  stands  a 
fair  chance,  like  Pilot  and  Herod,  by  their 
official  connection  with  the  true  religion, 
of  being  dragged  down  to  posterity  with  an 
immortal  name  hitched  to  the  name  of  a 
miserable  impostor.  There  may  be  those 
whose  ambitions  would  lead  them  to  de¬ 
sire  an  immortal  name  in  history  even  in 
these  humble  terms,  I  am  not  of  that 
number. 

Let  the  reader  judge  as  to  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Governor. 


*This  is  an  error;  the  Church  numbered 
between  20,000  and  30,000  souls  at  that 
time. 


CHRISTMAS 

By  Christie  Lund 

Christmas!  But  not  the  Christmas  it  will  be 

When  the  Christ-child’s  message  shall  be  understood: 

When  men  shall  walk  uprightly  and  shall  see 
The  dawn  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Christmas!  But  not  the  Christmas  of  the  dream 
He  offered  to  the  world — the  dream  of  peace, 

Of  fellowship — the  star’s  white  gleam 

Lighting  men’s  souls  to  glory  and  release. 

Christmas!  Let  every  heart  with  pity  break 
For  our  blindness,  and  let  each  knee  bend 

In  reverent  prayer  to  ask  for  Christ’s  sweet  sake 

That  our  wars,  our  hatreds  and  our  greeds  shall  end. 
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The  Spirit  of  Christmas 


AT  THIS  TIME  OF  YEAR  the  dom- 
/A  inant  thought  in  the  minds  of 
^  ^  millions  centers  in  Christmas. 
Smiles  grow  brighter,  hopes  run  higher, 
hearts  beat  faster  and  the  glow  of  happi¬ 
ness  increases  as  we  approach  the  day  of 
Christmas.  Why? 

It  would  be  interesting  if  we  could,  by 
analysis  or  by  some  magic  cross  section 
view,  see  the  picture  of  the  thoughts  and 
hopes  of  a  representative  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  as  they  contemplate  the  coming  of 
Yuletide  or  as  they  celebrate  the  Christmas 
day.  What  are  the  thoughts  or  ideas 
which  give  rise  to  the  customary  Christmas 
cheer?  What  are  the  motivating  factors 
of  their  happiness? 

Perhaps  you  purchased  Christmas  cards 
with  which  to  express  your  Christmas 
greetings.  Weren't  you  impressed  with 
the  scarcity  of  those  cards  which  call  to 
mind  the  real  intent  and  significance  of 
Christmas?  The  great  majority  of  them 
make  no  reference,  either  in  picture  or  in 
sentiment,  to  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem  or 
the  Man  of  Galilee,  except  only  as  His 
name  is  incorporated  in  that  of  the  day 
that  is  being  celebrated. 

As  our  spiritual  natures  are  fed  by  the 
Sabbath  day  worship,  so  should  every 
soul  be  made  richer  by  the  celebration  of 
Christmas.  Much  of  the  world's  Christ¬ 
mas  pleasure  is  temporary  and  superficial 
— sometimes  degenerating  into  hilarity  and 
debauchery.  If  all  the  happiness  sought 
and  found  by  people  on  this  day  could 
be  seasoned  with  joy  born  of  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  Christ  gifts  and  application 
of  the  Christ  life,  then  would  Christmas 
happiness  spread  wider  and  last  longer. 

We  would  like  to  emphasize  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  Dr.  Adam  S.  Bennion  that 
Santa  Claus  be  not  allowed  to  crowd 
Christ  out  of  Christmas.  The  world 


would  lose  much  if  it  lost  its  Santa  Claus; 
but  it  would  lose  infinitely  more  if  it  were 
to  lose  its  Christ.  We  have  already  come 
too  nearly  losing  Him.  For  want  of  the 
light  of  His  life  and  application  of  His 
teachings,  we  grope  our  way  through  the 
mists  and  stumble  into  many  pitfalls  of 
error  and  evil. 

Christmas  is  a  time  for  giving,  and 
thanks  to  the  Author  of  Christmas,  every 
one  can  give.  Not  necessarily  of  the  wealth 
of  the  world  must  we  give.  He  who  had 
not  where  to  lay  His  head  gave  the  great¬ 
est  gift  of  all.  To  His  disciples  He  said 
of  the  poor  widow  who  cast  two  mites 
into  the  common  treasury  that  she  had 
given  more  than  had  the  rich  with  their 
liberal  contributions  of  wealth.  She  had 
given  with  her  heart.  Giving  becomes 
sordid  when  prompted  by  the  hope  of 
receiving  in  return.  The  poet  Lowell 
represents  the  Master  as  saying: 

"Who  gives  himself  with  his  alms  feeds 
three,  - 

Himself,  his  hungering  neighbor,  and  Me." 

So  it  is  with  Christmas  gifts. 

What  shall  Christmas  be  for  you? 
Shall  it  be  just  a  day  of  hilarity;  or  one 
of  hallowed  joy? 

May  He  whose  gift  to  all  is  life  eternal, 
grant  also  this  Christmas,  that  “peace 
which  passeth  understanding." 

E.  L.  M. 


"There's  Christmas  in  the  home  and  church, 
There's  Christmas  in  the  mart/ 

But  You#H  not  know  what  Christmas  is, 
Unless  it's  in  your  heart! 

"The  bells  may  call  across  the  snow, 

And  carols  search  the  air, 

But,  Oh,  the  heart  will  miss  the  thrill 
Unless  it's  Christmas  there." 

-Anonymous. 
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MONTEREY  BAY  DISTRICT :  -  Reuben  A.  Saunders, 
President,  10  Logan  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  California. 

"Count  your  many  blessings  every  doubt  will  1 1  y . ' ' 
When  we  look  back  over  this  month  the  missionaries 
of  this  district  have  no  cause  to  doubt,  but  great  cause 
to  rejoice  in  the  work  we  have  been  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  through  the  help  of  the  Lord. 

By  the  use  of  the  Picture  Camera  and  the  "Picture 
Book  of  Mormonism,"  coupled  with  an  explanation  of 
the  same,  we  have  been  enabled  to  get  into  many 
homes  and  teach  them  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
the  history  of  the  Church.  We  have  in  this  way  re¬ 
moved  many  false  ideas  that  the  people  have  had 
concerning  this  book  and  the  history  of  our  people 
and  caused  them  to  become  interested  in  the  study 
of  the  Gospel. 

Following  these  meetings  we  have  arranged  to  hold 
what  we  choose  to  call  Class  Cottage  Meetings.  These 
meetings  are  usually  held  about  once  a  week.  We 
study  with  the  members  of  the  family  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  Articles  of  Faith  or  some  other  book  pertain¬ 
ing  to  our  Church  and  its  teachings.  In  this  way 
the  investigators  are  more  rapidly  becoming  acquainted 
with  our  belief  and  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  have  to  lose  Elders  Gee,  Card, 
Watson  and  Hellewell  who  were  transferred.  These 
Elders  did  a  good  work  while  here  and  were  much 
appreciated  by  the  people  with  whom  they  labored. 
The  Scout  Commission  and  Scouts  of  King  City  pre¬ 
sented  Elder  Card  with  a  beautiful  Waltham  wrist 
watch  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  for  his  good  work. 
The  Saints  of  Watsonville  presented  Elder  Watson  with 
a  beautiful  book. 

A  number  of  our  investigators  have  applied  for 
baptism  so  we  have  arranged  to  have  a  baptismal 
service  Sunday,  December  4th.  We  shall  be  very 

happy  to  see  these  folks  come  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

A  large  group  of  district  workers  were  present  at 
our  M.  I.  A.  convention  which  was  held  November 
18.  Sister  Paxman  and  Elder  Sorenson,  our  mission 
supervisors,  were  present  and  all  enjoyed  the  program 
and  instructions  given. 

We  were  also  honored  and  blessed  with  the  pres¬ 

ence  and  teachings  of  President  and  Sister  Macdonald 
at  our  district  conference  meetings  and  our  missionary 
report  meeting  which  were  held  in  Salinas  and  Pacific 
Grove  on  November  29  and  30.  Everyone  went  home 
feeling  very  much  edified  and  filled  with  a  greater 

determination  to  serve  the  Lord  and  keep  his  com¬ 

mandments. 

We  are  all  well  and  enjoying  our  work  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  we  send  our  greetings  to  all  our  com¬ 
panions  throughout  the  world. 

REDWOOD  DISTRICT John  A.  Soderborg,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  711,  Eureka,  California. 

There  are  many  ways  to  spread  the  glorious  truths 
of  the  Gospel  to  the  people  of  the  world.  Sisters 


Tribett  and  Epperson,  working  in  Eureka,  have  found 
one  very  effective  method  through  the  use  of  the 
Primary.  They  are  now  holding  two  Primaries  weekly 
—  one  in  the  home  of  a  non- member.  At  the  Hal¬ 
lowe'en  party  there  were  fifty  children  and  only  two 
were  children  of  members.  The  average  attendance 
at  one  of  the  Primaries  is  twenty-five  and  only  two 
are  children  of  members  while  at  the  other,  out  of  an 
average  attendance  of  fifteen,  only  one  is  a  member. 
On  the  Indian  reservation,  Sister  Brenard,  a  Lamanite 
woman,  conducts  a  Primary  with  seventeen  in  attend¬ 
ance  and  only  three  are  members.  We  are  truly  thank¬ 
ful  for  such  a  splendid  organization  as  the  Primary 
to  help  us  in  our  missionary  work. 

As  a  result  of  the  work  in  the  Mutual  in  Rio  Dell, 
three  young  ladies  have  been  baptized.  In  Eureka, 
in  spite  of  the  rain  and  bad  weather,  three  more 
converts  were  baptized  in  the  river  and  in  Santa  Rosa 
after  only  two  months  of  work,  Elder  Hendricks  bap¬ 
tized  Sister  Meacham.  Surely  the  Lord  is  blessing  the 
efforts  of  his  servants  in  this  part  of  his  vineyard. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  our  thoughts  naturally 
turn  to  Christ  and  his  message.  Up  here  in  the  Red¬ 
woods  of  California,  among  the  oldest  living  things 
in  the  world,  the  mighty  monarchs  that  have  stood  the 
ravages  of  time  for  centuries,  we  bow  our  heads  in 
reverence  and  humility  to  him  who  died  that  we 
might  live.  Standing  beneath  the  spreading  branches 
of  the  mighty  Redwood,  towering  three  hundred  feet 
above  us,  we  realize  how  puny  is  man  and  how 
great  are  the  creations  of  God.  Our  souls  are  hum¬ 
bled  when  we  think  that  the  Savior  of  the  world 
came  to  earth  to  give  his  life  for  us.  What  a  glorious 
privilege  and  what  a  glorious  message  we  have  to 
bear  to  the  world.  The  missionaries  in  this  land  of 
the  Redwoods  send  best  wishes  for  a  joyful  Christmas 
and  a  coming  year  filled  with  the  finest  things  of  life 
to  all  of  our  companions  throughout  the  world. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
LaMar  Fairbanks,  from  Caldwell,  Ida.,  to  Santa  Barbara. 
G.  Jesse  Reeder,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Santa  Barbara. 
Richard  V.  Hansen,  from  Scipio,  Utah,  to  Arizona  Dist. 
Jesse  Z.  Chandler,  from  Westwood,  Calif.,  to  Arizona. 
Edward  W.  Johnson,  from  Sugar  City,  Ida.,  to  Arizona. 
Zella  Pearl  Putnam,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  jmperial  Val. 
Ralph  M.  Wilkins,  from  Mt.  Home,  Utah,  to  Fresno. 
Quincy  David  Maxfield,  from  Lyman,  U.,  to  Monterey. 
Don  C.  Archibald,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  Arizona. 
Cradwin  J.  Burbidge,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  San  Diego. 
Merrill  Colton,  from  Roosevelt,  Utah,  to  Fresno  Dist. 
Pearl  Dudley,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  Santa  Barbara. 
Lily  O.  Petterson,  from  Preston,  Nev.,  to  Los  Angeles. 
Merlin  R.  Misken,  from  Ucon,  Idaho,  to  Redwood  Dist. 
Paul  R.  Stoddard,  from  Logan,  Utah,  to  Redwood  Dist. 
Ervin  L.  Child,  from  Hooper,  Utah,  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Norman  L.  Perry,  Deweyville,  Utah,  to  Bakersfield  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Ferrin  Butler,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  Monterey  Bay 
Wendell,  Skinner,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  San  Diego. 
Delia  A.  Skinner,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  San  Diego 
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James  B.  Hellewell,  from  Monterey  Bay  to  Shasta  Dist. 
Frank  Barrus,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Gladys  Farraway,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Imperial  Valley. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Floyd  Barrus -President  of  Shasta  District. 

Glen  Morris -President  of  Los  Angeles  District. 
Glendale  Mouritsen- President  of  Nevada  District. 
RELEASES 

Arthur  N.  Thomas,  of  Shasta -Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Pres.  Sterling  W.  Allred,  of  Nevada  — Home,  Lehi,  U. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT :  -  Carlos  W.  Slone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  children  of  the  House  of  Israel  are  .slowly  being 
gathered  in.  For  the  Lord  has  said,  "Behold,  I  will 
send  for  many  fishers,  saith  the  Lord,  and  they  shall 
fish  them,-  and  after  will  I  send  for  many  hunters,  and 
they  shall  hunt  them  from  every  mountain,  and  from 
every  hill,  and  out  of  the  holes  of  the  rocks.  For 
mine  eyes  are  upon  all  their  ways:  they  are  not  hid 
from  my  face,  neither  is  their  iniquity  hid  from  mine 
eyes."  — Jer.  16:16-17. 

In  spite  of  the  indifference  of  many,  there  are  some 
who  are  straining  their  ears  for  the  voice  of  the  Good 
Shepherd. 

Sister  Essie  Kole,  and  her  daughter  Maria,  of  Kil¬ 
gore,  Texas,  were  recently  baptized.  So  intent  was 
Sister  Kole  for  baptism  that  she  was  willing  to  sacrifice 
any  earthly  pleasures  to  join  the  Church.  Through  her 
prayers  and  example  her  husband  is  now  joining  her 
in  "the  fold.'  We  wish  them  joy  and  the  choice 
blessings  of  the  Lord. 

We  were  privileged  in  having  Elder  Stephen  L 
Richards,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  and 
our  Mission  President  with  us  this  past  month.  Saints 
gathered  from  afar  to  listen  to  the  timely  advice  and 
instructions  there  afforded.  Elder  Richards  appealed 
to  the  youth  to  keep  clean  and  chaste,  and  free  from 
the  use  of  tobacco  and  alcohol;  to  discover  their  tal¬ 
ents  and  put  them  to  use,  building  up  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  He  said,  "Ambition  is  what  we  need;  we  all 
were  born  with  enough  intelligence  to  know  right  from 
wrong,  but  some  lack  ambition."  He  encouraged  the 
Saints  to  be  faithful,  and  honest  with  the  Lord,  pay 
their  tithes,  go  to  Church,  and  work  for  the  familyj 
ties  of  the  Celestial  Kingdom,  in  which  is  the  fullness 
of  joy.  In  closing  he  bore  a  solemn  testimony  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Gospel. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  M.  Holt,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Monfrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  highlight  of  the  month  in  North  Texas  was  a 
district  conference  which  was  held  at  Forth  Worth, 
November  6.  Elder  Stephen  L  Richards,  of  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve,  presided.  Elder  Richards,  accompanied 
by  Sister  Richards,  arrived  in  Fort  Worth  from  Salt 
Lake  City,  Saturday,  November  5.  President  and, 

Sister  Christiansen  of  the  Texas  Mission  came  in  from 
Houston  the,  same  day  and  joined  Brother  and  Sister 
Richards  here  where  a  tour  of  the  Mission  was  begun. 

The  Conference  session  here  was  well  attended.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  from  both  North  and  East  Texas  Districts  came. 
Several  members  drove  nearly  four  hundred  miles  to 
attend  the  service.  The  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  en¬ 

joyed  throughout  the  meeting.  We  are  sure  all  who 
were  present  went  home  with  the  thought  in  mind  of 
living  better  lives  in  the  future  and  thus  receiving 

the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  so  doing. 

The  missionaries  are  all  well  and  enjoying  their  la¬ 
bors.  Sister  McKnight,  our  part  time  missionary  from 
Acme  reports  that  some  of  her  investigators  have  come 
to  her  home  seeking  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
Liahonas,  Eras,  etc.  "Blessed  are  they  which  do  hun¬ 
ger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  for  they  shall  be 

filled." 


SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

A  great  privilege  was  enjoyed  by  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Church  in  the  vicinity  of  Houston  this 
past  month.  Elder  Stephen  L  Richards  was  with  us  to 
hold  three  sessions  of  conference  on  the  13th  of  No¬ 
vember., 

In  addition,  on  November  16,  we  were  honored  with 
the  presence  of  President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  first 
counselor  to  President  Heber  J.  Grant/  Orval  Adams, 
past  member  of  a  bishopric  and  outgoing  President  of 
the  American  Bankers'  Association/  Adam  S.  Bennion, 
Church  educational  leader  — all  of  whom,  along  with 
Elder  Richards  held  a  special  conference  meeting  in 
the  Houston  chapel.  There  were  225  members  and 
friends  in  attendance,  which  crowded  the  small  build¬ 
ing  to  capacity.  A  number  of  Houston's  business  men 
attended  to  hear  these  well-known  leaders  of  the 
Church  who  were  in  town  in  the  interests  of  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Bankers'  Assn. 
Brother  Adams  conducted  the  Convention  and  Brother 
Clark  and  Brother  Bennion  were  guest  speakers. 

Brother  Adams  declared  to  the  conference  congre¬ 
gation  the  practical  outlook  of  Mormonism  upon  world 
affairs.  He  said,  "We  have  been  analyzing  world 
conditions  at  this  convention,  and  I'm  afraid  most  of 
us  don't  know  that  they  can't  be  solved  as  men  are 
treating  them  today.  Until  there  is  a  return  to  the 
faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  prosperity  we  are  looking 
for  will  not  be  found.  Men's  affairs  will  not  prosper 
when  God's  work  is  neglected." 

President  Clark  spoke  upon  the  prerequisites  of  those 
in  office  in  the  Church.  He.  said,  "You've  got  to  be 
honest  if  you're  going  to  serve  the  Church.  You 
can't  drink,  smoke  or  use  tea  or  coffee.  You've  got 
to  live  righteously.  You've  got  to  be  chaste.  The 
standards  are  pretty  high,  but  when  they  are  reached 
and  lived  they  bring  a  blessing  of  contentment  and 
joy  that  comes  from  no  other  source." 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT Burton  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

" - and  the  doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  shall  dis¬ 

till  upon  thy  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven."  — 
D.  &  C.  121:45. 

Brother  and  Sister  Stephen  L  Richards,  together  with 
our  Mission  Parents,  brought  a  realization  of  these 
blessings  to  many  Saints  and  investigators  throughout 
the  district  during  the  month  of  November. 

Brother  Richards  completed  his  tour  of  the  mission 
after  speaking  in  three  organized  branches  of  this  dis¬ 
trict,  namely*,  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  Austin  and  San 
Antonio. 

The  last  two  sessions  of  conference  were  held  in  the 
San  Antonio  chapel,  Sunday,  November  20.  After  the 
10:00  a.  m.  session  a  delicious  luncheon  was  served 
under  the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society.  At  2:00  p.  m. 
the  missionaries  of  the  district  attended  a  very  fine 
meeting  and  were  given  timely  advice.  "Objectives 
for  Missionaries"  was  one  of  the  many  important  phases 
of  missionary  work  stressed  by  Brother  Richards. 

Some  of  the  remarks  gleaned  from  the  discouses  of 
these  inspired  leaders  are  as  follows*. 

"Our  great  purpose  in  life  is  perfection  for  the  in¬ 
dividual.  We  must  better  our  situation.  Let's  institute 
in  our  hearts  a  genuine  love  for  our  fellow  man,  and 
we  will  gain  a  real  joy.  Conform  to  the  Gospel  and 
live  it." 

"I  wish  every  man  who  has  the  Priesthood  would 
remember  that  he  should  always  seek  to  do  good  with 
it.  If  not,  the  power  will  be  denied.  A  man  must  be 
a  good  man  to  gain  the  blessings  of  the  Priesthood. 
We  cannot  expect  this  force  to  reside  in  an  unclean 
tabernacle." 

"We  must  pay  our  rental.  When  once  people  un¬ 
derstand  the  law  of  tithing  they  always  feel  bad 
until  they  have  paid  their  due  tithing.  To  grow  spir¬ 
itually  a  man  must  be  happy.  They  who  have  real 
spirituality  are  always  happy,  even  when  they  are 
suffering  physical  pain." 

The  missionaries  have  returned  to  their  respective 
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places  with  strengthened  testimonies,  and  a  greater 
determination  to  serve  the  Lord,  for  the  "lime  is  short." 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Clias.  H.  Marchani, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and  J.  Roger  Hanson  report 
the  following:  "We  have  spent  the  last  week  at 
Rochelle,  Louisiana,  holding,  by  request  of  the  people, 
Bible  classes,  each  of  which  lasted  for  two  hours.  We 
attempted  in  these  classes,  and  we  believe  we  suc¬ 
ceeded,  to  prove  from  the  Bible  the  following:  Church 
Organization,-  the  Gospel  Unchangeable/  Necessity  of 
Authority  in  the  Ministry,-  Apostasy  from  the  Gospel,- 
the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel.  We  think  that  in  the 
near  future  we  will  have  some  baptisms  to  perform  as 
a  result  of  these  classes." 

Elders  Leland  N.  Peterson  and  Alfred  W.  Bush  report 
the  following:  "Yesterday  we  followed  up  the  doctor 
whom  we  had  contacted  on  our  Iracting  district.  He 
invited  us  into  his  office  and  we  had  the  privilege  of 
explaining  many  principles  of  the  Gospel  to  him.  He 
cordially  invited  us  to  call  again  and  to  bring  him  a 
Book  of  Mormon.  We  sold  him  the  book,  'Jesus  the 
Christ,'  by  Talmage." 

Elder  Melvin  D.  Rogers  reports  the  following:  "While 
attending  a  street  meeting  held  in  Alexandria  we  had 
a  very  attentive  listener.  Elder  Marchant  approached 
him  and  found  that  he  was  a  Mr.  Cunningham  who 
had  given  me  a  ride  from  Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  a 
few  days  previous.  He  was  eager  to  learn  more  of 
our  missionary  system." 

On  November  8th  the  Saints  of  Shreveport  and 
vicinity  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  and  meeting  with 
Elder  Stephen  L  Richards.  He  gave  a  very  inspira¬ 
tional  and  practical  address  to  the  congregation. 

November  9  a  session  of  conference  and  a  missionary 
meeting  were  held  in  Many,  Louisiana.  The  conference 
session  was  well  attended,  all  seats  were  filled  and 
many  people  were  standing  in  the  halls.  It  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  the  largest  crowd  to  have  assembled  in 
the  Lions  Hall  in  Many. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  Lord,  through  revelation  and  by  commandment, 
has  said:  "Organize  yourselves,-  prepare  every  need¬ 
ful  thing  /  and  establish  a  house,  even  a  house  of 
prayer,  a  house  of  fasting,  a  house  of  faith,  a  house  of 
learning,  a  house  of  glory,  a  house  of  order,  a  house 
of  God."  —  D.  &  C.  88:119. 

Adhering  to  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  the  faith¬ 
ful  Saints  of  Gonzales,  Louisiana,  in  an  endeavor  to 
take  care  of  their  growing  membership,  erected  a 
chapel  for  the  worship  of  God.  On  November  10, 
at  7:30  p.  m.  the  lovely  new  building  was  packed  with 
members  and  friends,  anxious  to  hear  the  words  of 

Apostle  Stephen  L  Richards  and  President  and  Sister 
Elray  L.  Christiansen,  and  to  be  on  hand  to  witness 
the  dedication  of  this  chapel.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  there  in  rich  abundance,  and  the  evening  was 

one  long  to  be  remembered  by  all  present.  The 

Gonzales  Singing  Mothers'  Chorus,  attired  in  their 
Relief  Society  ensembles,  furnished  music  for  the 
evening. 

Elder  Richards,  in  his  address,  likened  the  new 
chapel  to  a  school  or  a  university.  Quoting  a  very 
small  portion  of  his  sermon:  — "Now  you  are  to  come 
to  this  little  building  here  to  go  to  school.  All  of 

our  chapels  are  schools.  Someone  has  said  they  may 
well  be  called  universities  because  they  are  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  schools  that  tend  to  give  us  education  in  many 
aspects.  After  all,  it  is  a  really  marvelous  thing  to 
contemplate  that  in  this  school  you  will  receive  of 
principles  that  are  priceless  in  the  lives  of  men. 
Boys  and  girls  as  big  as  I  see  here  tonight  may  come 
here  and  receive  simple  and  yet  vital  instructions  in 
the  ways  of  life.  The  whole  objective  of  this  "school" 
will  be  to  inculcate  truth  in  the  hearts  of  men  and 
women.  Everything  that  is  of  the  truth  will  have  its 
welcome  in  the  curriculum  of  this  institution.  It  is 
an  institution.  Anything  is  an  institution  that  builds 
for  character,  and  there  is  nothing  more  needed  in  this 


world  today  than  character  in  men  and  women,  de¬ 
votion  to  the  truth/  stamina  and  fortitude  and  strength 
to  stand  for  that  which  is  right  against  all  influences." 

In  addition  to  this  session  of  conference,  a  very 
fine  missionary  meeting  was  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  No¬ 
vember  10th  and  another  session  of  conference  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  llih. 

Our  members  and  friends  in  this  district  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  visits  of  Elder  and  Sister  Richards,  and 
President  and  Sister  Christiansen. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  relatives 
and  friends  of  Sister  Mary  Ficklin  of  Gonzales,  La., 
who  passed  away  on  November  28. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Beulah  Farnsworth,  from  Pioche,  Nev.,  to  South  Texas. 
Franklin  D.  Farnsworth,  from  Pioche,  Nev.,  to  E.  Texas. 
Sherman  D.  Park,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  East  Texas. 
Harold  W.  Tadje,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  North  Texas. 
Elmer  L.  Perry,  from  Imbler,  Oregon,  ot  West  Texas. 
Don  C.  Hamblin,  from  Farmington,  N.  M.,  to  W.  Texas. 
TRANSFERS 

James  B.  Scollick,  from  S.  Texas  to  S.  Louisiana  Dist. 
Ross  W.  Hansen,  from  S.  Texas  to  South  Louisiana. 
Wm.  M.  Walsh,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
Emma  Stuart,  from  West  Texas  ot  East  Texas  District. 
Beulah  Farnsworth,  from  South  Texas  to  West  Texas. 
Loree  Allen,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  District. 
Lillis  Ence,  from  N.  Louisiana  to  S.  Louisiana  Dist. 
Phebe  Robinson,  from  Mission  Office  to  N.  Louisiana. 
APPOINTMENT 

Burton  Morgan -President  of  West  Texas  District. 
RELEASES 

Alvero  Johnson -Home,  Thornton,  Idaho. 

J.  Marshall  Clarke  — Home,  Grover,  Utah. 

James  R.  Bettridge  —  Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Niel  H.  Purdie-Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Wm.  H.  Hansen  — Home,  Rupert,  Idaho. 

Genevieve  Tanner  — Home,  Joseph  City,  Ariz. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

SOUTH  FLORDA  DISTRICT  ORGANIZED 

On  Friday,  October  28,  the  South  Florida  District  was 
officially  created.  All  district  boards  had  been  prev¬ 
iously  organized  and  two  successful  Union  meetings 
conducted.  The  boundary  line  between  the  Florida 
and  the  South  Florida  Districts  will  follow  the  north¬ 
ern  county  line  of  the  Manatee  County,  Hardee  County, 
Highlands  County,  Okeechobee  County,  and  St.  Lucie 
County.  All  south  of  this  line  will  be  included  in  the 
new  South  Florida  District. 

Elder  Karl  G.  Burdett  has  just  been  appointed  as  the 
new  Mission  Supervisor  to  succeed  President  Lynn  C. 
Markham,  in  the  Florida  District.  He  will  have  under 
his  charge  the  following  missionaries :  C.  Judson 
Shields,  Coleman  Madsen,  Calvin  Merrill,  Fern  Dansie, 
and  Beatrice  Rhodehouse,  Elder  A.  C.  Christensen  who 
is  on  his  8th  mission  and  who  is  our  "Traveling  Paul"/ 
George  R.  Karren,  Joseph  Gunderson,  Zella  Scott  and 
Cora  Griffin. 

President  Lynn  C.  Markham,  the  father  of  the  new 
district,  will  preside  over  the  complete  South  Florida 
District,  as  well  as  the  following  missionaries:  Wm. 
Gygi,  Zachariah  Butterfield,  Oleen  Adams,  Ferron  Neil- 
son,  E.  Lowell  Shepherd,  and  Samuel  Eccles.  E.  W. 
Erickson  will  be  President  Markham’s  first  counselor 
and  Elder  James  A.  Martell,  second  counselor.  Presi¬ 
dent  Markham's  two  counselors  are  both  local  Elders 
who  have  had  a  great  deal  of  splendid  experience  in 
the  Church,  both  in  the  West  and  in  the  Southern 
States  Mission. 

Causes  for  the  New  District  Organization 

From  Jacksonville  to  Miami,  it  is  about  355  miles. 
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The  old  Florida  District  had  15  branches  beside  9 
other  Sunday  Schools,  not  counting  the  Home  Sunday 
Services.  This  was  far  too  many  organizations  for  the 
local  District  President,  James  R.  Boone  and  his  district 
counselmen  to  take  care  of.  It  was  impossible  for 
our  Missionary  Supervisor,  President  Markham,  to  con¬ 
sistently  travel  all  the  territory  including  his  mission¬ 
ary  and  Sunday  School  responsibilities,  stretching  out 
for  more  than  355  miles.  When  conferences  were  held 
in  Jacksonville,  the  Saints  in  the  south  end  could  not 
attend.  If  a  conference  were  held  in  Miami,  the 
Saints  in  the  north  end  could  not  come  because  of 
distance.  For  a  long  time.  Union  meetings  have  been 
held  in  the  north  part  of  Florida,  but  the  auxiliary 
organizations  in  South  Florida  could  not  participate. 
In  an  effort,  therefore,  to  make  it  possible  for  Union 
meetings  and  conferences  to  be  within  the  reach  of  the 
Saints  involved,  the  new  South  Florida  District  was 
organized.  The  Miami  Branch,  South  Bay,  Ft.  Lauder¬ 
dale  and  West  Palm  Beach,  will  now  form  the  nucleus 
of  the  new  district.  They  are  in  a  consistent  radius 


Hunter  received  an  invitation  to  return  at  his  earliest 
convenience  and  give  another  lecture.  He  was  also 
given  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  Church  Welfare 
Program  to  the  Houston  Exchange  Club. 

We  welcome  Sister  Louise  Hardy  into  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  She  was  recently  baptized  by  Pres.  Hunter. 

NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT:  -  Clayton  T.  Vawdrey, 
President. 

The  Prophet  Jeremiah  prophesied  "Then  shall  the 
virgins  rejoice  in  the  dance,  both  young  men  and 
old  together,-  for  I  will  turn  their  mourning  into  joy, 
and  will  comfort  them,  and  make  them  rejoice  from 
their  sorrow." -Jer.  31:13. 

The  young  and  old  of  the  North  Alabama  District 
did  forget  their  sorrows  and  join  together  in  dance 
on  October  29  when  the  district  M.  I.  A.  conducted 
its  second  annual  "Steel  Ball"  at  Birmingham.  It  was 
attended  by  135  friends  and  members  from  all  over 
the  district.  A  well  prepared  program  preceded  the 
presentation  and  crowning  of  the  Queens,  one  from 
each  branch.  Dancing  — circle  waltzing,  promenades. 


SOUTH  GEORGIA  MISSIONARY  CONVENTION  AT  WAYCBOSS,  GEORGIA,  NOV.  18,  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Ross  Flake.  Marianne  Hobson,  Ferris  F.  Johnson,  District 
President;  Esther  Stephenson,  William  T.  Mills. 

Back  Row:  Albert  F.  Davis,  Claud  D.  Williamson,  Steven  C.  Brown,  Vernon  B. 
Parker,  Roy  G.  Jones,  Ralph  J.  Hill. 


so  that  they  can  meet  together  in  conferences  and 
Union  meetings. 

We  congratulate  the  new  district  presidency  of 
the  South  Florida  District,  on  their  new  organization, 
and  wish  them  success  with  their  new  district  boards 
and  the  various  branch  and  auxiliary  organizations 
under  their  supervision. 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT James  A.  Hunter, 
President. 

"For  behold,  the  field  is  white  already  to  harvest; 
and  it  is  the  eleventh  hour,  and  the  last  time  that  I 
shall  call  laborers  into  my  vineyard." —  Doc.  &  Cov. 
33:3. 

Recently  Pres.  Hunter  was  traveling  on  the  high¬ 
way  with  the  film  slide  projection  machine  when  he 
obtained  a  ride  with  Dr.  Philpot,  the  owner  of  the 
Houston,  Mississippi,  hospital.  After  Pres.  Hunter 
explained  some  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  to  him 
he  stated  that  he  had  received  a  new  conception  of 
Mormonism,  and  that  he  would  like  some  of  his 
friends  to  receive  the  same  information. 

He  asked  Pres.  Hunter  to  go  home  with  him  that 
night  and  speak  before  the  hospital  staff  and  some  of 
his  friends.  Pres.  Hunter  accepted  the  invitation  and 
presented  the  lecture  on  "Landmarks  of  Church  His¬ 
tory"  to  the  hospital  staff,  several  school  teachers, 
the  town's  most  prominent  minister  and  other  leading 
citizens.  The  lecture  was  well  received  and  Pres. 


and  grand  marches  were  enjoyed  throughout  the 
evening. 

On  November  21,  a  district  conference  was  held  at 
the  Birmingham  Chamber  of  Commerce  auditorium,  at 
which  Apostle  Charles  A.  Callis  was  the  principal 
speaker.  The  conference  was  announced  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  local  papers,  among  them  the 
Gadsden  Times.  In  Gadsden  some  four  or  five  years 
ago  the  Elders  were  called  to  the  police  station  and 
told  to  leave  town.  Now  we  have  the  cooperation 
of  the  press  there. 

Preceding  the  district  conference  Elder  Callis  de¬ 
livered  a  fifteen-minute  radio  address  over  Station 
WBRC. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  realize  the  value  of 
the  missionary  work  done  by  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
and  have  loaned  many  more  cpoies  the  past  few  months 
than  before.  No  doubt  we  shall  reap  more  fruits 
of  their  labors  in  the  near  future. 

We  welcome  Sister  Katherine  Johnson,  who  has  been 
the  landlady  of  the  missionaries  in  Birmingham,  into 
the  Church  and  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to 
be  upon  her. 

WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT Kermii  M. 
Redd,  President. 

"Again  I  say,  hearken  ye  elders  of  my  Church, 
whom  I  have  appointed.  Ye  are  not  sent  forth  to 
be  taught,  but  to  teach  the  children  of  men  the  things 
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which  I  have  pui  into  your  hands  by  the  power  of 
my  Spirit." —  Doc.  and  Cov.  43:15. 

The  past  month  has  shown  us  a  very  successful  way 
of  leaching  instead  of  being  taught.  We  are  using  a 
definite  outline  with  our  investigators.  Now  instead 
of  just  visiting  with  them  we  are  going  through  the 
Gospel  step  by  step  and  teaching  them  our  glorious 
message. 

Elders  Hardman  and  Tate  laboring  in  Winnsboro  re¬ 
port  that  one  of  their  investigators  said  that  no  one 
had  ever  tried  to  teach  Mormonism  to  him  like  that 
before.  By  the  Elders  pursuing  this  steady  course 
he  is  getting  an  understanding  of  the  Gospel. 

Elders  Simmons  and  Erickson  in  Spartanburg  report 
an  interesting  experience.  They  have  been  visiting 
a  well  educated  doctor.  He  read  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  other  literature.  One  night  they  showed  him  the 

film  lecture  "Church  Leadership."  It  seemed  to  have 

touched  him  and  he  told  them  one  of  his  experiences. 
He  had  once  trained  for  the  ministry.  He  had  passed 
the  national  examination  to  become  an  Episcopal  min¬ 
ister.  He  then  for  various  reasons  lost  faith  in  the 
Bible  and  all  Christianity.  In  conclusion  he  said,  "I 
don't  know  if  the  Bible  is  true  or  not,  but  if  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  true,  then  it  is  the  greatest  proof  we 
have  that  Christ  is  Divine.  Joseph  Smith  is  dead 

and  gone,  but  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  he  has  certainly 

left  something  for  the  world  to  remember  him  by." 

SOUTH  FLORIDA  DISTRICT Lynn  Markham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"And  ye  shall  go  forth  in  the  power  of  my  spirit, 
preaching  my  gospel,  two  by  two,  in  my  name  lift¬ 
ing  up  your  voice  as  with  the  voice  of  a  trump, 
declaring  my  word  like  unto  angels  of  God/ 

And  ye  shall  go  forth  baptizing  with  water,  saying 
repent  ye,  repent  ye,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
at  hand." 

Since  the  creation  of  the  South  Florida  District  on 
October  28  we  have  had  three  impressive  baptismal 
services.  In  Miami  on  November  5  Elder  Farren  Niel¬ 
sen  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  Sister  S.  L.  Baker 
and  her  daughter,  Sister  Capman.  Elder  Nielsen  con¬ 
tacted  Sister  Capman  while  trading  last  June.  She 
was  so  surprised  when  he  refused  to  take  money  that 
she  willingly  accepted  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  read. 
Her  mother,  Sister  Baker,  also  read  the  Book  of  Mormon 
and  found  it  to  bear  the  same  gospel  message  that 
she  had  heard  thirty  years  ago  at  a  cottage  meeting. 

On  November  13  Elder  Oleen  Adams  baptized  Brother 
Edward  W.  Burnsed  and  his  son  Edward  W.  Bumsed 
Jr.  at  Kelsey  City.  On  December  4,  at  West  Palm 
Beach,  Elder  Farren  Nielsen  baptized  Louis  Mitchell 
Markham  and  Tiny  Quincy  Markham.  All  of  these 
were  converts  to  the  Church.  Our  hearts  rejoice  with 
these  fine  people  in  the  step  they  have  taken,  and  we 
pray  that  their  testimonies  will  grow  stronger  through 
constant  labor  in  the  Lord's  service. 

The  protecting  hand  of  the  Lord  was  manifested  in 
behalf  of  Elder  Oleen  Adams.  The  auto,  in  which  he 
was  riding  while  traveling  from  Lake  Okeechobee  to 
West  Palm  Beach  skidded  off  the  wet  highway  and 
overturned.  Elder  Adams  suffered  only  minor  in¬ 
juries. 

On  Tuesday,  November  29,  we  welcomed  Apostle 
and  Sister  Charles  A.  Callis  and  President  Merrill  D. 
Clayson  into  the  District.  In  the  afternoon  dedicatory 
services  were  held  at  the  Fort  Lauderdale  Chapel. 
The  first  South  Florida  District  Conference  was  held  in 
the  evening  in  the  newly  renovated  Miami  chapel. 
These  meetings  were  spiritual  feasts  for  both  Saints 
and  investigators. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT:  -  Ferris  F.  Johnson, 
President. 

A  missionary  convention,  similar  to  the  District 
Presidents'  Convention,  was  held  in  Waycross  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday,  November  18,  19,  1938.  This  con¬ 
vention  was  held  to  give  the  missionaries  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  a  clearer  conception  of  their  responsibilities, 
also,  to  make  their  work  uniform  with  one  another  and 
with  the  entire  mission.  Among  the  subjects  presented 


by  the  various  missionaries  were  the  following:  An 
Ideal  Cottage  Meeting,  Report  Keeping,  Perfecting  the 
Follow-up  System,  The  Book  of  Mormon  as  a  Missionary, 
The  Primary  as  a  Missionary,  The  Relief  Society  as  a 
Missionary.  The  convention  was  a  grand  success  and 
all  participants  received  a  better  vision  of  the  work 
and  will  endeavor  to  standardize  their  work  in  the 
future. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
J.  T.  Cutchens,  from  Dothan,  Ala.,  to  N.  Alabama  Dist. 
John  F.  Milton,  from  Lake  City,  Fla.,  to  S.  Carolina. 
Don  F.  Robertson,  from  Wanship,  Utah,  to  W.  Florida. 
Roy  Jennings  Kirkland,  from  Carey,  Idaho,  to  Georgia. 
Joel  Roaf  Huff,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Georgia. 
Margaret  E.  Hardy,  from  La  Grange,  N.  C.,  to  Georgia. 
Clyde  Walter  Fowler,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Florida. 
Don  Eugene  Christensen,  from  Redman,  Utah,  to  W.  Fla. 
Lilian  Louise  Sesions,  from  Los  Angeles,  to  N.  Alabama. 
Velma  Hill,  from  Lordsburg,  N.  M.,  to  Georgia  Dist. 
Hattie  Jensen,  from  Basalt,  Fla.,  to  W.  South  Carolina. 
APPOINTMENT 

Winnifred  McLaughlin  — Mission  Stenographer  and  Su¬ 
pervisor  of  Primaries. 

RELEASES 

Bernice  Hale,  of  W.  Florida  — Home,  Marianna,  Fla. 
Christine  Whitsell,  of  Georgia  — Home,  Sarah,  Miss. 
Heber  Christensen,  of  Georgia  -  Home,  Moroni,  Utah. 
Lyda  Christensen,  of  Georgia  — Home,  Moroni,  Utah. 
Marjorie  Guymon,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Fountain 
Green,  Utah. 

Urell  Nettles,  of  N.  Alabama  — Home,  Walterboro,  S.  C. 

L.  KAY  GUYMON,  Mission  Secretary. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  C.  Loveland,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Thanksgiving  is  past  and  I  wonder  what  it  has  meant 
to  the  world.  Many  thoughts  enter  the  mind:  to 
some  it  means  going  home,  meeting  around  Mother's 
table  and  through  conversations  and  songs,  bring  back 
memories  of  childhood  days.  To  some  it  is  a  time 
to  seek  pleasure,  in  a  glass  of  wine  and  other  such 
things  which  debase  and  bring  regret  and  sorrows. 

To  the  missionaries  Thanksgiving  time  means  a  time 
of  rejoicing.  We  look  back  through  the  pages  of 
history,  and  see  the  Pilgrims  whose  worthy  lives  per¬ 
mitted  the  Lord  to  bless  and  lead  them  to  this  promised 
land -a  place  where  a  mighty  empire  might  be  built; 
where  the  Kingdom  of  God  could  be  again  restored  to 
earth;  where,  if  the  people  will  be  obedient  to  the 
commandments  given  us  by  God,  we  need  have  no 
fear  of  becoming  subjected  to  other  nations.  It  brings 
thankfulness  and  gratitude  for  our  parentage,  and  for 
the  leader  of  the  Church,  our  Mission  President  and 
the  kind  people  of  the  mission.  It  puts  a  deeper 
meaning  on  the  word,  gratitude.  We  realize  it  is  a 
Godly  virtue,  even  manifest  by  the  lower  animals 
among  themselves  and  toward  man  who  has  received 
dominion  over  them. 

Gratitude  is  twin  sister  to  humility.  The  man  who 
has  come  into  close  communion  with  God  cannot  fail 
to  be  thankful,  for  he  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  in¬ 
debted  to  the  supreme  giver.  We  feel  as  did  Izaak 
Walton  when  he  expressed  this  thought:  "God  has  two 
dwellings ;  one  in  heaven,  and  the  other  in  a  meek 
and  thankful  heart! 

On  Nov.  26  the  district  and  missionaries  were  blessed 
with  having  Pres.  Tew  and  Elder  Buswell,  M.  I.  A. 
direcotr  with  us  in  our  missionary  meeting  and  ban¬ 
quet.  They  furnished  much  of  the  spiritual  feast  for 
the  three  sessions  of  conference  held  in  Richmond. 
November  28  Elder's  Loveland  and  Crabtree  accomp¬ 
anied  Pres.  Tew  to  Petersburg  where  was  held  one 
session  of  Conference.  Nov.  27  was  spent  in  con¬ 
ference  at  Charlottesville,  Va. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  :-E.  Jay  Whiling,  Presideni. 

During  ihe  month  of  November  the  missionaries  of 
this  District  have  been  busily  engaged  in  starting  the 
work  for  the  winter  months.  We  had  a  very  success¬ 
ful  summer  and  with  renewed  vigor  we  go  into  our 
winter  work.  Two  chapels  have  been  completed  lhis 
year  and  plans  for  the  third  are  under  way.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  all  feel  they  have  been  blessed  in  their 
efforts  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  those  they  have  been 
privileged  to  contact  through  their  missionary  activities. 

District  Personnel:  Elders  Michaelson  and  Biggs  are 
spending  a  great  deal  of  time  with  the  members  in 
the  Franklin  branch,  building  up  the  Mutual  and  ihe 
other  organizations  there.  They  find  ihe  Mutual  is 
going  over  good  with  both  the  members  and  the 
other  young  people  of  the  community.  Elders  Curtis 
and  Hopkin  report  they  are  meeting  with  success  in 
Romney.  Elders  Haddock  and  Judd,  working  in  Fair¬ 
mont,  report  a  renewed  spirit  throughout  the  branch. 
Elders  Webb  and  Greenwood  will  work  in  McMechen 
and  visit  ihe  New  Martinsville  Branch.  Pres.  Whiting 
is  touring  ihe  district. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH:  -  Delbert  K.  Schiess,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

In  order  to  preach  and*  teach  ihe  Gospel  in  the  most 
effective  way,  we  have  to  learn  to  sell  ourselves  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  person  to  whom  we  are  talk¬ 
ing  is  impressed  by  our  sincerity  and  firmness. 

By  following  the  life  of  Christ  and  some  of  lhe> 
great  apostles,  we  find  that  they  were  master  sales¬ 
men  because  they  had  a  message  of  great  importance 
to  give  the  people.  Knowing  that  they  had  some¬ 
thing  greater  than  any  other  people,  they  were  will¬ 
ing  to  give  their  lives  to  put  over  the  message  to 
help  their  fellowmen. 

Today  we  as  missionaries  have  the  same  message 
to  give  the  people,  only  under  more  favorable  con¬ 
ditions,  so  it  is  up  to  us  to  see  that  the  Gospel 
reaches  those  who  are  honest  in  heart.  "Let  your 
light  so  shine  that  other  people  may  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

A  very  fine  conference  was  held  at  Charleston,  W. 
Va.,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  November.  Pres.  Tew  clar¬ 
ified  many  important  truths  of  Mormonism  and  the 
people  in  attendance  received  a  spiritual  feast.  Each 
missionary  had  a  chance  to  express  himself.  Many 
good  sermons  were  delivered  showing  that  much  in¬ 
terest  had  been  taken  in  preaching  and  teaching  the 
Gospel. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT : -Elworfh  Y.  Crosslcy, 
Presideni. 

"And  blessed  are  all  they  who  are  persecuted  for 
my  name's  sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
And  blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall  revile  you  and 
persecute,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
falsely,  for  my  sake.  For  ye  shall  have  great  joy  and 
be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  shall  be  your  reward 
in  heaven,  for  so  persecuted  they  the  prophets  before 
you."  — Ill  Nephi  12:10-12. 

Elders  Lee  and  Neville  were  trying  to  get  a  hall 
where  they  could  hold  Sunday  School  in  Maysville. 
While  talking  with  one  of  the  ministers  about  their 
needs  the  minister  said,  "Well  I  will  tell  you  boys, 
we  ministers  here  in  Maysville  held  a  meeting  and 
decided  to  fight  you  Mormons  in  a  nice  quiet  way, 
so  I  don'i  believe  a  hall  would  do  you  any  good  as 
we  are  all  against  you."  Just  as  Paul  was  fighting 
the  Saints  in  the  Meridian  of  time,  men  are  fighting 
the  Saints  today.  But  they  will  find  as  Paul  did,  "It 
is  hard  to  kick  against  the  pricks." 

Let  us  wield  the  sword  of  truth  as  we  live  each 
day  and  I  am  sure  the  battle  will  soon  be  won. 
Don't  fall  by  the  wayside  and  give  way  to  error.  We 
must  fight  for  truth. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Orval  Mecham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Again  we  are  happy  to  report  our  success  here  in 
this  district.  Although  we  are  few  in  number  we 
feel  that  we  can  make  Kentucky  West  a  shining  light 
among  our  neighboring  districts  "for  the  race  is  not 


to  ihe  swift  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong  but  he  that  en- 
dureth  to  the  end." 

Elder's  Orval  Mecham  and  Bernard  Mecham  have 
recently  organized  a  Sunday  School  at  Morgantown 
which  shows  promising  prospects.  Approximately 
thirty  are  enrolled,  of  whom  only  six  are  members 
of  the  Church. 

We  have  also  organized  a  Scout  troop  at  Richards- 
ville,  which  is  made  up  mostly  of  non-member  boys. 
We  feel  that  these  organizations  will  afford  a  great 
opportunity  to  teach  to  many  the  true  principles  of 
the  Gospel. 

Elder's  Unsworth  and  Adams  report  having  much 
success  in  Owensboro  with  the  film  projection  machine, 
many  homes  have  been  opened  to  them  and  they  have 
contacted  and  made  a  number  of  friends  and  investi¬ 
gators  during  the  few  weeks  they  have  been  there. 

Elders  Mikesell  and  Brady  have  organized  a  Sunday 
School  at  Central  City  and  report  that  they  are  having 
much  success  in  their  tracting  of  that  city. 

It  has  been  said  that,  "age  may  wrinkle  our  faces, 
but  only  our  loss  of  enthusiasm  can  wrinkle  our 
hearts."  We  missionaries  of  this  district  are  de¬ 
termined  that  our  hearts  shall  not  wrinkle,  and  are 
going  into  our  winter's  work  wholeheartedly  and  with 
a  growing  desire  to  carry  this  message  to  many.  The 
work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing  and  we  are  thankful 
for  the  opportunity  ot  represent  so  great  a  cause. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  Wallace  Wigliiman, 
President. 

Genuine  joy  and  success  come  only  to  those  who 
persistently  strive  and  diligently  work  for  a  noble 
cause.  One  writer  has  said,  "It  doesn't  matter  so 
much  where  one  stands  as  ihe  direction  in  which  he 
is  moving."  One  needs  an  ideal  to  work  towards, 
some  directing  power  to  lead  him  safely  to  his  des¬ 
tiny.  Plainly  has  the  Lord  taught  us  saying,  "Be  ye 
therefore  perfect  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect."  Isn't  it  wonderful?  What  an  in¬ 
centive  it  gives  one  and  such  an  outstanding  ideal 
to  work  toward  1  The  assurance  and  key  to  this  ac¬ 
complishment  verily  is  found  in  sincere  prayer  and 
humility.  Well  have  the  missionaries  of  West  Tennessee 
felt  this,  when  it  seemed  hopeless  to  obtain  meetings 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Elders  H.  C.  Lambert  and  F.  B. 
Dial  started  their  work  there,  and  now  they  report 
outstanding  success  in  both  Mutual  and  cottage  meet¬ 
ings.  The  slide  projection  has  aroused  much  enthusiasm 
and  the  report  has  come  to  us  that  many  are  reach¬ 
ing  out  for  this  new  light  we  have.  Our  Church  songs 
are  requested  to  be  sung  because  of  the  wonderful 
story  they  contain.  The  Elders  had  the  opportunity 
of  blessing  the  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Vaden, 
both  non-members  of  the  Church.  At  Humboldt,  Tenn., 
Elders  Glen  Myers  and  Ralph  Patterson  speak  of  find¬ 
ing  three  families  who  have  need  of  the  Gospel  and 
children  to  be  baptized.  Meetings  were  started  among 
them  and  again  they  are  being  shown  the  light  they 
were  seeking. 

The  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  spirit  makes  more 
vital  our  Gospel  message.  We  send  greetings  to  all 
co-laborers  in  the  field. 

TENNESSEE  EAST  DISTRICT :- Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  report  a  month  of  in¬ 
tense  activity.  From  all  sides  of  our  district  we  have 
been  having  wonderful  success  in  presenting  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  our  fellow  brothers  and  sisters. 

Our  Mutual  work  in  this  district  has  been  growing 
little  by  little  until  now  we  are  enjoying  some  of 
the  best  Mutuals  we  have  ever  had.  We  have  all 
been  more  than  blessed  with  a  degree  of  health  and 
strength  and  as  the  festive  season  of  the  year  is  upon 
us  we  are  thankful  that  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
serve  our  Master  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Through  our  tracting,  we  have  contacted  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  interested  in  the  message  of  the  Restored 
Gospel  and  in  the  practical  religion  of  a  modern 
world.  It  is  our  desire  that  we  shall  always  keep  in 
mind  the  missionaries'  slogan,  "My  responsibility  is  to 
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meet  as  many  people  as  possible  every  day  in  any 
way  and  bring  them  the  good  news  that  God  has 
spoken  in  this  age,  and  I  am  the  bearer  of  a  message 
from  Him  unto  them.” 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT: -Wendell  D. 
Leavitt,  President. 

Two  well  attended  conferences  were  held  in  Eliza¬ 
beth  City  and  South  Mills  on  the  6th  of  November. 
Also  a  conference  was  held  at  Howards  Chapel  on 
the  13th. 

President  Tew  honored  us  with  a  visit  to  the  dis¬ 
trict,  holding  meetings  the  19th  to  23rd,  at  Wilmington, 
Goldsboro,  Howards  Chapel  and  Rocky  Mount.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  much  advice  was 
given  by  our  beloved  president.  While  at  Wilmington, 
President  Tew,  together  with  the  Elders,  went  to  Dulah, 
about  75  miles  away,  to  hold  a  meeting.  At  this  time 
the  little  church  that  was  started  27  years  ago,  and 
was  just  recently  finished  was  dedicated  by  President 
Tew.  Dear  Sister  Duncan  who  is  the  only  surviving 
member,  who  was  a  member  when  it  was  begun,  said 
she  had  "lived,  prayed  and  hoped  to  see  that  day." 
It  was  truly  an  inspirational  meeting  and  those  devoted 
people  are  happy  to  think  that  the  building  has  been 
dedicated  to  the  Lord. 

A  missionary  meeting  was  held  in  Wilmington  and 
we  all  received  much  timely  advice. 

On  November  27  we  paid  our  last  respects  to  one 
of  our  faithful  and  devoted  members,  Sister  Evalena 
Farrow  Wenburg  of  Wilmington.  Her  whole  life  was 
devoted  to  her  church  and  to  the  rearing  of  her  family 
and  she  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  of  us. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST: -Frank  L.  Walker,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  President  Tew  with  us 
at  our  conference.  The  heads  of  the  various  organiza¬ 
tions  that  were  present  participated  in  addressing  the 
congregations.  All  of  their  talks  were  instructive  and 
inspirational.  Going  from  Greensboro  we  attended  a 
night  service  at  Sheltontown  Chapel,  Monday  night; 
from  there  to  Colfax  on  Tuesday  to  attend  meeting,- 
and  then  on  to  Aldridge  Chapel  for  a  service  on 
Wednesday.  All  these  meetings  were  very  well  at¬ 
tended.  A  missionary  meeting  was  held  for  five  hours 
on  Saturday. 

North  Carolina  West  sends  Christmas  Cheer  and 
His  joyous  message  of  PEACE  AND  GOOD  WILL  to 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  this  wide  world. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Myrtle  Joy  Wadsworth,  from  Panaca,  Nev.,  to  Va.  E. 
Joseph  Blake,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  West  Tennessee. 
Courtney  Brewer,  from  St.  Charles,  Idaho,  to  W.  Tenn. 
Leon  Kerl,  from  Laketown,  Utah,  to  North  Carolina  E. 
Earl  Sponseller,  from  Lakeside,  Ariz.,  to  West  Kentucky. 
TRANSFERS 

Hugh  Le  Roy  Adams,  from  W.  Kentucky  to  Virginia  E. 
Glen  Meyers,  from  West  Tennessee  to  Virginia  West. 
O'Neil  Sainsbury,  from  North  Carolina  W.  to  N.  C.  East. 
Odell  Webb,  from  North  Carolina  E.  to  West  Va.  North. 
Jerald  Rowan,  from  Virginia  E.  to  North  Carolina  East. 
Merlene  Tew,  from  Virginia  E.  to  West  Virginia  South. 
Virginia  Riches,  from  Office  to  West  Virginia  South. 
W.  W.  Taylor,  from  Virginia  East  to  West  Kentuckv. 
G.  Worth  Bench,  from  Virginia  West  to  West  Kentucky. 
Clair  Turley,  from  West  Tennessee  to  Kentucky  West. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Lois  Andrews  — Recorder  and  Stenographer. 

Vernon  H.  Peterson  —  President  of  Virginia  West  District. 
RELEASE 

Le  Roy  Waite,  of  W.  Tennessee -Home,  Arco,  Idaho. 
SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 


The  guilty  taketh  the  truth  to  be  hard, 
for  it  cutteth  them  to  the  very  center. 

— 1  Nephi  16:2 . 
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WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 


BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT :- Don  A.  Smith,  President, 
Box  1172,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

"The  efforts  of  those  who  put  forth  good  works  are 
not  in  vain.”  We  are  happy  to  report  four  baptisms 
in  this  district.  Those  baptized  were:  Ida  May  Wake- 
house,  Donald  Wakehouse,  Ermil  Wickersham  and 
Clifford  Bowman  by  Don  C.  Gunnell.  A  confirmation 
service  was  held  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Hall 
immediately  following.  We  congratulate  these  new 
members  on  their  nev/  undertaking. 

On  November  6  a  local  branch  was  organized  in 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  BLACK  HILLS 
DISTRICT,  WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right:  Lela  Cox.  Garth  M.  Green,  Don 

C.  Gunnell,  Myrtle  Sudweeks,  Don  A.  Smith,  Lula 

Ellis. 

Rapid  City  by  Elders  Don  C.  Gunnell  and  Don  A. 
Smith.  The  Saints  are  enthusiastic  and  eager  to  go 
ahead  with  the  many  responsibilities  which  are  given 
them. 

During  the  past  two  weeks  Elders  Don  C.  Gunnell, 
Garth  M.  Green  and  Don  A.  Smith  have  made  a  tour 
of  the  district.  Many  of  the  Saints  and  investigators 
were  contacted  in  the  outlying  vicinities.  Very  in¬ 
spirational  meetings  were  held  in  Hot  Springs,  Custer 
and  Deadwood.  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  the 
faithfulness  of  those  members  who  have  but  few  con¬ 
tacts  with  the  Church. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT :-  Arthur  O.  Chapman,  President, 
541  Belmont,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

Donald  Ream  Carpenter  and  Faye  Baker  were  re¬ 
cently  baptized  and  confirmed  members  of  the  Church 
in  Pueblo. 

Elders  Peterson  and  Hadlock  report  an  increase  of 
cottage  meetings  in  Canon  City,  Colorado,  and  im¬ 
provement  in  attendance  at  branch  meetings  there. 
As  a  result  of  their  labors,  several  investigators  are 
attending  the  Canon  City  Branch  gatherings. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  practically  all  of  the 
investigators  attending  our  cottage  meetings  in  Pueblo 
are  also  attending  meetings  in  the  Pueblo  Branch,  and 
some  are  taking  an  active  part.  By  doing  this  they 
will  gain  an  appreciation  of  the  opportunities  of  per¬ 
sonal  development  and  joy  in  the  Church.  When  we 
consider  the  large  number  of  inactive  members  of 
the  Church,  we  realize  the  value  of  interesting  them  in 
church  activity,  as  well  as  converting  them  to  the 
doctrine. 

Recently  we  had  the  privilege  of  showing  the  Book 
of  Mormon  films  to  three  American  history  classes  at 
the  Central  High  School,  in  Pueblo.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  to  show  them  to  some  history 
classes  at  the  Centennial  High  School  of  this  city. 

Increased  interest  is  manifest  in  the  Pueblo  Branch 
with  the  organization  of  several  Colorado  and  Wyoming 
branches  into  what  is  called  the  Denver  District,  ef- 
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fected  October  30lh.  This  district,  being  organized 
comparably  to  stakes  of  the  Church,  is  doubtless  a 
progressive  step  in  the  development  of  the  branches 
included.  Under  the  direction  of  the  new  district 
presidency,  the  Pueblo  Branch  conference  was  held 
December  4. 

SCOTTSBLUFF  DISTRICT John  O.  Livsey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  121,  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska. 

"Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you/  seek,  and  ye  shall 
find/  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you." 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  realizing  the 
fulfillment  of  this  scripture  in  the  spirit  of  their 
missions  by  asking  the  Lord  in  prayer  and  ever 
searching  for  those  who  are  waiting  for  the  truth. 

Elders  Paul  Taggart  and  Wayne  Traveler  moved  to 
Bridgeport  October  21st.  Since  that  time  they  have 
helped  in  maintaining  a  Sunday  School  and  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  there.  They  have  outlined  a  program  to  fill 
every  night  of  the  week  as  well  as  organizing  a  boys' 
class. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  visit  of  the  Mission  Relief 
Society  presidency  and  secretary,  Sister  Seegmiller, 
Sister  Clark  and  Sister  Teeter.  They  held  conference 
in  Bridgeport  Monday  afternoon,  in  Scottsbluff  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  and  in  Torrington  Tuesday  morning, 
Oct.  24  and  25.  All  sessions  were  well  attended  and 
the  members  received  valuable  advice  and  instructions. 
The  Saints  of  this  district  are  hoping  that  the  Relief 
Society  presidency  will  be  able  to  visit  with  them 
again  in  the  near  future. 

We  are  happy  for  the  progress  of  the  newly  or¬ 
ganized  Mutual  in  Scottsbluff.  Although  there  are 
only  20  members  who  attend  regularly,  there  are 
about  40  non-members  who  attend.  There  was  125 
present  at  our  Hallowe'en  program,  over  80  of  whom 
were  non-members.  The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with 
this  opening  in  preaching  the  Gospel. 

The  Elders  at  Torrington  report  that  their  work  is 
progressing  and  the  Lord  has  blessed  them  abundantly 
with  their  newly  organized  Sunday  School  and  Relief 
Society. 

SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT:  -  Lauchie  A.  Orr, 
President,  Box  269,  Rawlins,  Wyoming. 

We  have  been  blessed  indeed  for  the  splendid  ef¬ 
forts  put  forth  by  the  Saints  and  missionaries  in  the 
different  branches  and  parts  of  this  district. 

It  is  also  a  great  blessing  to  have  such  inspiring 
leadership  among  our  mission  authorities,  especially 
our  Mission  Father  and  Mother.  It  was  under  such 
leadership  that  the  Denver  District  was  organized.  It 
functions  as  an  organized  stake,  but  still  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mission. 

We  are  happy  that  two  of  the  branches  of  our  dis¬ 
trict  are  included  in  this  organization  and  most  of  all 
we  are  thrilled  to  have  chosen  from  Cheyenne  Branch, 
Brother  August  L.  Nelson  to  act  as  a  district  council¬ 
man,  and  Sister  Erma  Idle  of  the  Laramie  Branch  to 
act  as  district  president  of  Relief  Societies. 

May  the  Lord  open  up  the  way  for  a  bright  and 
happy  iuiure  for  the  following  who  recently  went  down 
into  the  waters  of  baptism:  Mary  Eylyne  Tatum, 
Patricha  Arlene  Clark  Tatum,  Katheryne  Marjorie 
Tatum,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Tatum,  Zella  Van  Zandt, 
Oral  Dean  Van  Zandt  by  Elder  Lauchie  A.  Orr;  Amim 
Wm.  Bailey,  Saime  Bailey  by  Don  B.  Jones  and 
Georgia  May  Dinworth  by  Arthur  S.  Hawkins. 

We  have  been  meeting  with  much  success  and  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  see  fit  to  bless  us  continually  in 
this  great  work. 

NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT: -Lee  G.  Ercanbrack,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  946,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

"Hear,  O  ye  Heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth,  and 
rejoice  ye  inhabitants  thereof,  for  the  Lord  is  God, 
and  beside  him  there  is  no  Savior.  Great  is  his  wis¬ 
dom,  marvelous  are  his  ways,  and  the  extent  of  his 
doings,  none  can  find  out.  His  purposes  fail  not, 
neither  are  there  any  who  can  stay  his  hand.  From 
eternity  to  eternity  he  is  the  same,  and  his  years 
never  fail.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  — I,  the  Lord,  am 
merciful  and  gracious  unto  those  who  fear  me,  and 


delight  to  honor  those  who  serve  me  in  righteousness 
and  in  truth  unto  the  end." 

The  missionaries  of  the  New  Mexico  District  recog¬ 
nize  this  eternal  truth,  and  are  going  forth  exercising 
every  effort  within  their  power  to  promulgate  the 
Gospel.  We  have  in  the  past  few  months  enjoyed 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  rich  abundance. 

Elders  Wilkinson  and  Adler  were  appointed  to  open 
a  new  field  of  labor  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico.  Here 
they  have  found  much  opposition  in  their  work,  but 
through  their  diligent  efforts  to  accomplish  the  Lords 
purpose  their  success  is  becoming  greater  each  day. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  of  this  district  rejoiced 
over  having  our  Mission  Relief  Society  leaders  in  our 
midst.  We  received  many  words  of  counsel  and  ad¬ 
vice  which  were  indeed  spiritual  food  for  which  the 
people  of  this  district  have  been  hungering. 

In  touring  the  district  Elders  Ecanbrack  and  Nalder 
found  a  family  out  in  a  desolate  country  on  a  dry 
farm.  This  family  has  not  seen  missionaries  for  six 
years  or  more  and  are  raising  their  children  without 
religious  teachings.  There  are  five  in. the  family  over 
age  for  baptism,  and  while  there  we  gave  a  name 
and  blessing  to  one  of  the  younger  children.  We 
spent  some  time  together  and  listened  to  the  word 
of  the  Lord  and  rejoiced  in  the  salvation  that  comes 
therefrom. 

In  touring  other  places  of  the  district  we  were  priv¬ 
ileged  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ  through 
baptism:  Shirley  Sabin,  Ruth  Mae  Whetten,  James 

Charles  Goodwin  and  Bryon  Neal  Chapman.  We  pray 
that  the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  may  always 
attend  them. 

SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  A.  Harper,  President, 
Box  469,  Salida,  Colorado. 

"It  must  needs  be  that  there  is  an  opposition  in 
all  things."  "Adam  fell  that  men  might  be  and  men 
are,  that  they  might  have  joy." 

The  more  opposition  that  the  missionaries  have  the 
more  enjoyment  they  find  in  their  work.  Man's 
greatest  joy  is  found  in  the  service  of  others. 

We  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the 
waters  of  baptism:  Mary  Juliet  Salerno,  Jacqueline 
Marie  Hayes  and  Francis  Diane  Hayes. 

On  November  5  the  Salida  Junior  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  staged  a  "days  of  '49"  celebration.  The  San 
Luis  District  missionaries  with  the  help  of  the  Salida 
Saints  and  investigators,  entered  the  mammoth  pa¬ 
rade  with  a  covered  wagon  labeled,  "Builders  of  the 
West— 1847,"  and  a  hand  cart  labeled,  "Hand  Cart 
Company  — 1856"  as  their  entry.  Many  claimed  it  to 
be  the  best  entry,  but  we  felt  our  labors  well  repaid 
when  the  judges  awarded  us  third  prize. 

Elders  Harper  and  Terry  toured  the  district  during 
November  and  report  that  those  living  the  Gospel 
are  all  prospering. 

Elders  Crane  and  Hymas  report  a  marked  increase 
in  the  attendance  of  the  Monte  Vista  Sunday  School 
since  their  arrival  there.  They  feel  that  their  work  is 
bringing  forth  fruit. 

On  December  3  the  Salida  Relief  Society  organization 
held  a  bazaar.  A  fashion  show  was  held  on  the  stage 
of  the  Salida  Theatre  between  shows,  and  children 
from  18  months  to  12  years  of  age  participated.  Many 
favorable  comments  were  received  and  the  adventure 
proved  good  financially. 

TRANSFERS 

Harriett  Mace,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  New  Mexico  Dist. 
Irene  Eldredge,  from  Pueblo  District  to  East  Nebraska. 
Beulah  Hutchinson,  from  W.  Colorado  to  E.  Nebraska. 
Dorothy  Heath,  from  West  Colorado  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Frank  S.  Peterson -President  of  South  Wyoming  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Florence  I.  Reece,  of  Council  Bluffs  District -Home, 

Aberdeen,  Idaho. 

Lauchie  A.  Orr,  of  South  Wyoming  District -Home, 

St.  Anthony,  Idaho. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary 
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FRANK  EVANS,  President 

The  ordinance  of  baptism  has  been  administered  to 
the  following  persons,  according  to  reports  received 
since  the  last  issue  of  the  Liahona:  New  Jersey  Dis¬ 
trict,  Mildred  Jean  Boyd;  East  Penn  District,  Barbara 
Jane  Jorgensen  and  Marilyn  Bulkley;  Capital  District, 
Frances  Webb,  Geneva  Cole  Thompson,  Margaret 
Thompson  Sander,  and  Richard  Lynn  Miller.  We  wel¬ 
come  these  people  into  the  Church  and  pray  that  they 
may  enjoy  much  happiness  and  security  in  the  Gospel. 

Christmas  programs  are  being  planned  in  practically 
every  branch  of  the  Mission,  and  much  interest  is 
being  shown  in  creating  and  maintaining  a  reverent 
altitude  at  this  sacred  season.  As  one  Elder  put  it, 
"We  are  endeavoring  to  establish  a  true  spirit  of 
Christmas  in  our  coming  meetings  with  the  idea  in 
view  of  making  people  realize  the  meaning  of  the 
Yuletide  and  ‘see  through'  the  commercialism  of  the 
present." 

Elders  M.  Brent  Richards  and  Vincent  J.  Christensen, 
Mission  Secretary  and  Treasurer  respectively,  are  now 
making  a  tour  of  all  the  branches  to  make  a  com¬ 
plete  check  on  tithing  and  other  financial  records. 
They  expect  to  bring  the  records  to  a  state  of  per¬ 
fection  where  the  Annual  Report,  to  be  prepared  soon, 
may  be  made  accurate  and  complete  and  without  in¬ 
curring  the  delay  sometimes  experienced. 

Inter-district  conferences  are  now  being  planned  for 
January  as  a  mid-winter  "booster"  for  mission  activity. 
Missionaries  laboring  in  the  southern  half  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  will  meet  in  Philadelphia,  but  the  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  northern  conference  has  not  yet  been 
decided.  Dates  will  be  announced  soon. 

Auxiliary  and  priesthood  work  in  the  Capital  Dis¬ 
trict  was  given  new  impetus  at  the  monthly  union 
meetings  of  the  various  district  boards  held  December 
11  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  under  the  general  supei- 
vision  of  Abram  H.  Gannon,  District  President.  Sug¬ 
gestions  concerning  Sunday  School,  Primary,  Liahona, 
Era,  and  Priesthood  were  sent  from  the  Mission  Office. 

ALBANY  DISTRICT -.-Don  M.  Jacob,  President,  27 
South  Hawk  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

As  the  Christmas  season  draws  near,  our  minds  turn 
back  to  these  words  of  the  Savior:  "If  any  man  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up 
his  cross,  and  follow  me.  For  whosoever  will  save 
his  life  shall  lose  it:  and  whosoever  will  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  shall  find  it."  — Matt.  16:24-25. 

We  will  strive  during  the  coming  year  to  serve  the 
Lord  with  all  our  might,  mind,  and  strength. 

The  Albany  Branch  is  preparing  a  special  program 
for  Christmas  day,  in  which  the  children  will  par¬ 
ticipate. 

Elders  Willis  F.  Palmer  and  Arthur  N.  McKell  report 
much  success  with  their  Primary  group  in  Glovers- 
ville.  A  special  Primary  program  was  presented  in 
the  regular  Sunday  service  recently  in  which  all  of 
the  children  participated. 

To  supplement  the  regular  morning  hall  services, 
the  Saints  in  Gloversville  meet  each  Sunday  evening 
at  their  various  homes  for  an  additional  meeting. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  felt  in  these  meetings  by 
both  members  and  friends.  We  feel  that  the  work 
is  going  forward,  slowly,  perhaps,  but  steadily. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT:  -  Clayton  L.  Perkins,  Presi¬ 
dent,  125  N.  2nd  Si.,  Wormleysburg,  Pa. 

Elders  James  M.  Hobbs  and  James  R.  Winterton,  who 
were  sent  to  labor  in  York,  Penna.,  a  short  time  ago, 
report  that  they  are  working  under  very  "cold  shoul¬ 
dered"  conditions.  Although  their  "rejects"  are  nu¬ 
merous,  from  those  not  acquainted  with  the  Church, 
they  are  meeting  with  much  success  in  creating  en¬ 
thusiasm  among  the  members. 

The  missionaries  of  Altoona  are  meeting  with  some 
interesting  and  stimulating  opposition.  Elders  Lawrence 
C.  Evans  and  John  H.  Redd  are  receiving  much  en¬ 
couragement,  however,  from  visits  with  members  and 


warm  receptions  accorded  them  by  investigators  in 
Altoona  and  towns  nearby. 

The  lady  missionaries  are  making  definite  progress 
in  their  work  with  young  people.  Sister  Betty  Mae 
Kotler  is  carrying  on  with  the  Primary,  which  is  al¬ 
ready  running  smoothly,  while  Sister  Ruth  Lyon  is 
conducting  a  Bee  Hive  class  to  interest  the  girls  of 
Mutual  age. 

Elders  Perkins  and  Lee  F.  Brimhall  in  Harrisburg 
are  having  very  warm  receptions  in  their  tracting. 
They  are  kept  busy  nearly  every  evening  with  meet¬ 
ings  and  slide  lectures. 

The  Buck  Valley  Branch  has  just  been  reorganized 
and  the  new  presidency  are  really  eager  to  take  hold 
of  their  new  work.  The  attendance  in  Sunday  School 
and  other  meetings  is  increasing  rapidly,  and  a  fine 
spirit  of  cooperation  is  being  shown  by  all. 

ERIE  DISTRICT: -Elwin  E.  Bushman,  President,  9  Tib- 
bitts  Ave.,  Bradford,  Penna. 

The  Primary  organization  of  the  Bradford  Branch, 
under  the  direction  of  the  lady  missionaries,  recently 
presented  a  short  play  entitled  "Let's  go  to  Primary" 
in  the  regular  Sunday  evening  sacrament  service. 
Visiting  parents  of  the  non-member  children  were  well 
pleased  to  see  what  their  children  were  doing.  Many 
valuable  acquaintances  are  also  being  made  through 
activities  in  the  M.  I.  A. 

In  the  Jamestown  Branch  the  annual  Relief  Society 
bazaar  was  a  recent  highlight.  A  Christmas  theme 
was  followed  throughout  the  program  with  a  play, 
original  readings,  and  musical  numbers.  Non-mem¬ 
bers  in  attendance  were  impressed  by  the  various 
articles  of  handicraft  made  by  the  members. 

The  Savior's  admonition  to  "Let  your  light  so  shine 
among  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works" 
was  recently  brought  to  the  minds  of  Elders  Raymond 
S.  Herbert  and  Marlin  E.  Bingham.  They  report  meet¬ 
ing  persons  whose  interest  in  the  Gospel  was  kindled 
because  of  the  exemplary  lives  of  some  of  the  members. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  the  passing  of  two  of  our 
members,  Brother  Ernest  Henry  Nelson,  of  North  War¬ 
ren,  Penna.,  and  Sister  Martina  Johnson,  87,  of  James¬ 
town,  N.  Y.  The  latter  was  converted  in  Denmark  and 
helped  much,  in  the  work  there.  For  years  she  was 
the  only  member  in  Jamestown. 

Elder  Bushman  related  an  interesting  experience 
which  occurred  while  he  was  on  his  way  to  James¬ 
town.  He  hailed  a  drvier  who  went  by  without  any 
apparent  intention  of  stopping.  After  proceeding  along 
the  road  for  some  distance,  the  man  stopped  and 
returned  for  the  missionary.  During  the  ride  which 
followed,  Elder  Bushman  told  his  host  the  story  of  the 
Restoration  and  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Because 
Elder  Bushman  did  not  have  a  copy  of  the  book  with 
him,  the  man  went  several  miles  out  of  his  way  into 
Jamestown  to  obtain  a  copy  to  study  for  himself. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT  :-Wilford  Zaugg,  President,  49 
East  Genessee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

The  missionaries  in  this  district  are  learning  that 
"the  nearer  we  get  to  a  truth,  the  greater  will  be 
our  opposition,  and  the  greater  the  truth,  the  greater 
will  be  the  opposition."  Especially  is  this  evident 
when  the  "great  truth"  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
We  feel  proud  to  be  privileged  to  bear  that  truth. 

The  Auburn  M.  I.  A.  sponsored  a  fine  dinner  pre¬ 
ceding  the  last  meeting.  Many  members  of  the  Macca- 
bee  Organization  were  in  attendance,  in  compliment 
to  the  entertainment  that  we  missionaries  presented 
at  one  of  their  recent  parties.  Under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Stuart  Roe,  a  one-act  play  will  be  presented 
by  the  M.  I.  A.  as  a  part  of  the  Christmas  program 
to  be  given  soon  by  the  auxiliaries  of  the  branch. 

The  Syracuse  M.  I.  A.  is  also  progressing  rapidly, 
and  increasing  attendance  is  reported.  Sisters  Ethe- 
leen  Lloyd  and  Margaret  Eccles  recently  promoted  a 
most  inspiring  Primary  conference  with  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  participating. 

One  of  our  most  gratifying  enterprises  is  the  using 
.  Continued  on  page  335 
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"On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets." -Malt.  22:37-40. 

If  one  truly  loves,  he  will  unconsciously  fulfill  the 
whole  law.  If  he  loves  his  God  with  all  his  heart 
and  with  all  his  soul  and  with  all  his  mind,  he  will 
have  no  other  gods  before  Him.  He  will  not  profane 
the  name  of  the  God  he  loves  nor  will  he  desecrate  His 
sacred  Sabbath.  Also  he  who  loves  his  neighbor  as 
himself  will  commit  no  such  crimes  against  him  as  are 
prohibited  in  the  after  part  of  the  Decalogue.  No  one 
will  trespass  upon  nor  destroy  the  object  of  his  love. 

Truly  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law. 


MAGNANIMITY 

By  Sam  R.  Brown,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

Let  us  consider  together  the  27th  and  28th  verses  of 
the  6th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke. 

Our  Savior  had  been  made  painfully  aware  that  His 
disciples  were  sore  at  heart  because  of  the  trying 
humiliations  being  heaped  upon  them. 

This  chapter  records  His  reproval  of  their  enemies, 
and  also  reproval  to  the  disciples  for  their  desire  to 
resort  to  vengeance.  The  Savior  said,  "But  I  say  unto 
you  which  hear,  love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them 
which  hate  you,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  and  pray 
for  them  which  despitefully  use  you." 

Later,  upon  Calvary,  He  followed  out  His  own  ad¬ 
vice  as  He  lingered  upon  the  Cross,  and  closed  his 
mortal  career  with,  "Father  forgive  them  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do.”  Such  sublime  magnanimity! 

Consider  the  exemplary  meekness  of  Stephen,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Acts  7-.60.  Previous  to  his  being  stoned 
to  death,  he  had  vigorously  scolded  his  persecutors 
concerning  their  slaying  of  the  prophets.  Because  of 
this,  they  ran  upon  him  of  one  accord,  tore  from  him 
his  clothing,  and  cast  his  garments  at  the  feet  of  Saul, 
their  leader.  They  stoned  Stephen  while  he  was  pray¬ 
ing  for  them.  His  last  audible  words,  before  he  fell 
asleep  in  death  were,  "Lord  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge."  Nothing  vindictive,  no  rancor,  but  just 
the  sweet,  humble,  loving  spirit  of  Godly  magnanimity. 

There  is  a  story  of  atrocities  once  dealt  out  to 
Armenians  by  Turkish  soldiers.  Two  prisoners,  a  boy 
and  his  sister,  were  cornered,  and  while  the  boy  was 
being  brutally  slain,  the  sister  made  her  escape.  She 
was  again  captured,  and  it  was  learned  that  she  was 
a  nurse.  She  was  forced  to  serve  in  the  field  hos¬ 
pital.  While  there,  she  was  assigned  to  minister  to 
the  wretch  who  had  so  brutally  killed  her  brother. 
Each  recognized  the  other.  He  was  fast  passing  into 
the  beyond.  A  slight  inattention  would  prove  fatal. 
She  watched  him,  a  bitter  struggle  being  waged  in 
her  heart.  The  God-given  better  side  prevailed.  She 
nursed  him  unto  recovery.  But  before  he  left  the 
hospital,  he  said  to  her,  "Why  did  you  not  let  me 
die?"  Her  simple  answer  was,  "I  am  a  follower  of 
Him  who  said,  'Love  your  enemies,  and  do  them 
good.'  "  Christ-like  magnanimity!  After  a  prolonged 
silence  he  spoke,  "I  never  knew  there  was  such  a 
religion.  Tell  me  more  about  it." 

A  magnanimous  friendship  caused  a  city  dweller, 
who  had  lived  across  the  street  for  several  months, 
and  who  had  taken  but  little  notice  of  his  neighbors, 
to  pen  this  declaration  to  some  relatives  in  another 
state,  "I  thought  the  house  across  the  street  was 
empty/  but  since  yesterday,  crape  upon  the  door  has 
put  it  into  my  heart  to  step  over  and  offer  my  humble 
services." 

There  are  three  bad  actors  striving  to  overwhelm 
us.  Sometimes  they  work  separately,  sometimes  to¬ 
gether.  They  are  Vindictiveness,  Jealousy  and  Prej¬ 
udice.  They  are  pitted  against  Magnanimity.  This 
man  despises  the  Jews  /  the  next  fellow  cannot  en¬ 
dure  the  Catholics  /  another  one  is  sure  that  every 
German,  or  every  Englishman  is  an  inveterate  liar. 
And  as  for  social  cleavages,  "me  'n  my  wife,  my  son 
John  'n  his  wife  is  the  onlyest  elect  uv  the  Lord's 
peoples." 


We  shall  fail  to  get  far  in  our  reach  upward  until 
we  humanize  our  estimates  of  other  people.  They 
are  not  primarily  black,  or  white,  or  yellow,  or 
capitalists,  or  laborers,  or  politicians,  or  Gentiles,- 
but  plain,  human  beings,  much  like  ourselves,  and 
perhaps,  in  many  cases,  a  great  deal  more  acceptable 
to  the  great  Creator  of  us  all.  No  man  is  the  whole 
of  himself,-  his  neighbors  are  the  rest  of  him. 

Magnanimity  of  soul  characterizes  the  great,  and  all 
can  be  great  who  will. 


THINGS  WORTH  WHILE 


(Verses  submitted  by  William  Adams,  Idaho  Falls, 
Idaho.  Brother  Adams  is  in  his  86th  year.  He  has 
long  held  and  cherished  these  verses  and  now  pie 
sents  them  to  the  Liahona.) 

Don't  ask,  "Has  the  Church  been  a  friend  to  me?" 
But,  "Have  I  to  the  Church  been  true?" 

Its  not  what  you  get,  but  what  you  give, 

That  makes  life  worth  while  to  you. 

Its  the  kind  word  spoken  to  a  little  child 
As  you  wipe  its  tears  away  / 

And  the  smile  you  bring  to  a  careworn  face 
That  really  lights  your  way. 

Its  the  hand  you  clasp  with  an  honest  grasp 
That  gives  you  a  hearty  thrill/ 

Its  the  good  you  pour  into  other’s  lives 
That  comes  back  your  own  to  fill/ 

Its  the  dregs  you  drain  from  another's  cup 
That  makes  your  own  seem  sweet/ 

And  the  hours  you  give  to  your  fellow  man 
That  make  your  life  complete. 

Its  the  burdens  you  help  another  bear 
That  make  your  own  seem  light/ 

Its  the  danger  seen  for  another's  feet 
That  shows  you  the  path  that's  right. 

Its  the  good  you  do  each  passing  day 
With  a  heart  sincere  and  true/ 

If  you  give  to  the  Church  your  very  best 
Its  best  will  return  to  you. 

—  Anonymous. 
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of  our  new  sound  and  projection  equipment  to  pre¬ 
sent  programs  before  various  groups  in  this  district. 
Many  opportunities  have  presented  themselves  and 
invariably  the  audiences  have  responded  favorably. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Keith  J.  Bult,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Beth  Burt,  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada,  to  Seneca. 
Lawrence  Mecham,  from  Salina,  Utah,  to  East  Penn. 
Colvin  R.  Tanner,  from  Payson,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
TRANSFER 

Briton  McConkie,  from  E.  Penn,  to  Seneca  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Brent  Richards -Secretary  of  the  Mission. 

Don  M.  Jacob -President  Albany  District. 

Marlowe  C.  Hodge -President  West  Penn.  District. 
RELEASES 

Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  of  Albany -Home,  Glenwood,  Utah. 
Paul  Wilson,  of  Seneca -Home,  LaVerkin,  Utah. 

Keith  A.  Nielson,  of  West  Penn. -Home,  Portland,  Ore. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 
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Missionaries  and  Subscribers  — Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don't  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can ;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 


THE  MISSIONARY'S  PRAYER 

By  Nora  Tail,  Texas  Mission 

Oh,  if  only  one  could  write  with  pen 
The  things  the  heart  would  say, 

And  then  find  satisfaction  when 
At  closing  of  each  day; 

Some  fault  had  been  quite  overcome  — 
Some  burden  been  made  light, 

And  something  had  been  accomplished 
Ere  the  coming  of  the  night. 

I  often  pray  that  all  those  souls 
Who  turn  us  from  their  door, 

Will  have  another  chance  to  hear, 

As  to  other  worlds  they  soar. 

Would  that  all  would  listen 

To  the  message  sweet  and  true, 

And  be  the  rich  partakers 
With  the  ever  faithful  few. 

But,  oh,  this  work  is  very  slow, 

With  patience  one  must  wield 
The  banner  of  the  Gospel 
In  the  Texas  Mission  field. 

Friends  we've  made  a-plenty 

As  we've  journeyed  through  the  town, 
But  still  there's  been  as  many 
Who  upon  us  did  frown. 

Dear  Father  in  Heaven, 

As  today  is  at  its  end, 

Help  us  to  be  more  worthy 
The  Gospel  to  defend. 

We  are  so  weak  in  this  great  work 
And  our  faults  we  realize. 

Help  us  to  better  serve  Thee, 

Be  humble,  yet  strong  and  wise. 


A  PARABLE 

By  Arlin  R.  Poller,  California  Mission 

I  recently  heard  Brother  B  tell  this  parable,  which 
I  think  is  good  enough  to  print. 

He  said,  he  had  been  a  wanderer  in  the  religious 
world,  hunting  for  the  Church  which  Christ  had  es¬ 
tablished  when  on  earth.  He  likened  this  Church  to 
a  beautiful  palace,  and  he  likened  the  religious  world 
to  a  large  forest  in  which  men  had  built  many  man¬ 
sions  and  palaces,  each  patterned  in  some  measure 
after  the  palace  built  of  old  by  the  Master. 

He  likened  the  Bible  to  a  map  which  had  been 
left  to  guide  mankind  to  the  Palace  of  Eeternal  Life. 
But,  this  map  had  been  altered  in  places  and  was 
dimmed  with  age,  until  it  was  difficult  to  understand. 
As  a  result,  people  differently  interpreted  the  instruc¬ 
tions  on  the  map  and  traveled  many  different  paths. 

Brother  B  said  many  people  had  tried  to  show  him 
how  to  understand  his  map  and  he  had  been  directed 
to  various  palaces  which  were  in  some  ways  similar 
to  the  one  for  which  he  was  looking,  but  upon  close 
examination  he  found  they  were  all  built  upon  sandy 
foundations  — some  having  been  built  to  enrich  their 
builders. 

One  day  a  young  man  started  him  on  another  path, 
which  had  many  obstructions  at  first  but  as  he  pro¬ 


gressed,  it  became  clearer  and  more  beautiful.  Then, 
looking  through  the  trees  of  doubt,  he  saw  a  beautiful 
palace  built  upon  a  foundation  of  rock,  and  he  knew 
he  had  reached  his  goal. 

There  were  others  who  approached  the  palace  who 
had  not  come  by  the  path  of  faith  as  had  Brother  B. 
As  they  neared  the  door  they  saw  a  large  knocker 
known  as  repentance.  It  appeared  to  have  great 
weight  so  they  passed  on  feeling  unable  to  lift  it. 

Brother  B  lifted  the  knocker  and  found  it  compara¬ 
tively  light.  Then,  by  the  authorized  doorkeeper,  he 
was  assisted  to  enter. 

After  he  had  entered  the  building  through  the  door 
known  as  baptism,  he  was  given  a  guide,  called  the 
Holy  Ghost.  This  guide,  he  was  told,  would  now  show 
him  the  hidden  beauties  of  the  ground  floor  of  the 
palace,  and  if  he  was  careful  to  observe  all  his  Guide 
told  him  he  would  be  allowed  to  ascend  to  the  higher 
and  more  beautiful  levels  of  the  palace  where  would 
be  found  happiness  supreme.  Should  he  stop  to  survey 
and  loiter  in  the  dark  corners  he  would  be  separated 
from  his  Guide  and  would  not  find  the  higher  rooms 
of  palatial  grandeur  and  loveliness. 

Brother  B  is  now  very  intimate  with  his  Guide.  He 
stays  close  by  and  listens  and  obeys.  He  is  very 
happy  in  the  beautiful  palace  and  finds  grander  and 
more  lovely  things  as  he  follows  his  Guide  each  day. 


LOVE  THE  FULFILLING  OF  THE  LAW 

By  Leonard  E.  Mikesell,  East  Central  Stales  Mission 

Love  is  one  of  the  greatest  attributes  that  man  can 
possess.  Upon  it  was  built  the  plan  of  salvation. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life.” -John  3:16. 

Paul  tells  us  that  love  (for  charity  is  love)  suffereth 
long,  is  kind,  envieth  not,  is  not  puffed  up,  seeketh 
not  her  own,  thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  in  truth -love 
never  faileth.  But  "Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues 
of  men  and  of  angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  be¬ 
come  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

"And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  under¬ 
stand  all  mysteries,  and  all  knowledge,  and  though  I 
have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove  mountains,  and 
have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing. 

"And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor, 
and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have 
not  charity,  it  profiteth  me  nothing.”  And  charity, 
we  repeat,  is  love.  4 

John  goes  further  and  tells  us,  "God  is  love.  Then 
again  Paul  tells  us  that,  "Love  is  the  fulfilling  of 
the  law." 

How  many  people  understand  what  Paul  meant  by 
this  profound  remark? 

In  those  days  men  were  trying  to  work  their  way  to 
heaven,  by  keeping  the  Ten  Commandments  and  the 
hundred  and  ten  other  commandments  that  they  them¬ 
selves  had  made.  But  the  Master  showed  them  a 
more  simple  way  by  reducing  the  Ten  Commandments 
to  two : 

"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  wtih  all  thy  mind. 

"This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment. 

"And  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself. 
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"On  these  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets." -Malt.  22:37-40. 

If  one  truly  loves,  he  will  unconsciously  fulfill  the 
whole  law.  If  he  loves  his  God  with  all  his  heart 
and  with  all  his  soul  and  with  all  his  mind,  he  will 
have  no  other  gods  before  Him.  He  will  not  profane 
the  name  of  the  God  he  loves  nor  will  he  desecrate  His 
sacred  Sabbath.  Also  he  who  loves  his  neighbor  as 
himself  will  commit  no  such  crimes  against  him  as  are 
prohibited  in  the  after  part  of  the  Decalogue.  No  one 
will  trespass  upon  nor  destroy  the  object  of  his  love. 

Truly  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law. 


MAGNANIMITY 

By  Sam  R.  Brown,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

Let  us  consider  together  the  27th  and  28th  verses  of 
the  6th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke. 

Our  Savior  had  been  made  painfully  aware  that  His 
disciples  were  sore  at  heart  because  of  the  trying 
humiliations  being  heaped  upon  them. 

This  chapter  records  His  reproval  of  their  enemies, 
and  also  reproval  to  the  disciples  for  their  desire  to 
resort  to  vengeance.  The  Savior  said,  "But  I  say  unto 
you  which  hear,  love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them 
which  hate  you,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  and  pray 
for  them  which  despitefully  use  you." 

Later,  upon  Calvary,  He  followed  out  His  own  ad¬ 
vice  as  He  lingered  upon  the  Cross,  and  closed  his 
mortal  career  with,  "Father  forgive  them  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do.”  Such  sublime  magnanimity! 

Consider  the  exemplary  meekness  of  Stephen,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Acts  7-.60.  Previous  to  his  being  stoned 
to  death,  he  had  vigorously  scolded  his  persecutors 
concerning  their  slaying  of  the  prophets.  Because  of 
this,  they  ran  upon  him  of  one  accord,  tore  from  him 
his  clothing,  and  cast  his  garments  at  the  feet  of  Saul, 
their  leader.  They  stoned  Stephen  while  he  was  pray¬ 
ing  for  them.  His  last  audible  words,  before  he  fell 
asleep  in  death  were,  "Lord  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge."  Nothing  vindictive,  no  rancor,  but  just 
the  sweet,  humble,  loving  spirit  of  Godly  magnanimity. 

There  is  a  story  of  atrocities  once  dealt  out  to 
Armenians  by  Turkish  soldiers.  Two  prisoners,  a  boy 
and  his  sister,  were  cornered,  and  while  the  boy  was 
being  brutally  slain,  the  sister  made  her  escape.  She 
was  again  captured,  and  it  was  learned  that  she  was 
a  nurse.  She  was  forced  to  serve  in  the  field  hos¬ 
pital.  While  there,  she  was  assigned  to  minister  to 
the  wretch  who  had  so  brutally  killed  her  brother. 
Each  recognized  the  other.  He  was  fast  passing  into 
the  beyond.  A  slight  inattention  would  prove  fatal. 
She  watched  him,  a  bitter  struggle  being  waged  in 
her  heart.  The  God-given  better  side  prevailed.  She 
nursed  him  unto  recovery.  But  before  he  left  the 
hospital,  he  said  to  her,  "Why  did  you  not  let  me 
die?"  Her  simple  answer  was,  "I  am  a  follower  of 
Him  who  said,  'Love  your  enemies,  and  do  them 
good.'  "  Christ-like  magnanimity!  After  a  prolonged 
silence  he  spoke,  "I  never  knew  there  was  such  a 
religion.  Tell  me  more  about  it." 

A  magnanimous  friendship  caused  a  city  dweller, 
who  had  lived  across  the  street  for  several  months, 
and  who  had  taken  but  little  notice  of  his  neighbors, 
to  pen  this  declaration  to  some  relatives  in  another 
state,  "I  thought  the  house  across  the  street  was 
empty/  but  since  yesterday,  crape  upon  the  door  has 
put  it  into  my  heart  to  step  over  and  offer  my  humble 
services." 

There  are  three  bad  actors  striving  to  overwhelm 
us.  Sometimes  they  work  separately,  sometimes  to¬ 
gether.  They  are  Vindictiveness,  Jealousy  and  Prej¬ 
udice.  They  are  pitted  against  Magnanimity.  This 
man  despises  the  Jews  /  the  next  fellow  cannot  en¬ 
dure  the  Catholics  /  another  one  is  sure  that  every 
German,  or  every  Englishman  is  an  inveterate  liar. 
And  as  for  social  cleavages,  "me  'n  my  wife,  my  son 
John  'n  his  wife  is  the  onlyest  elect  uv  the  Lord's 
peoples." 


We  shall  fail  to  get  far  in  our  reach  upward  until 
we  humanize  our  estimates  of  other  people.  They 
are  not  primarily  black,  or  white,  or  yellow,  or 
capitalists,  or  laborers,  or  politicians,  or  Gentiles,- 
but  plain,  human  beings,  much  like  ourselves,  and 
perhaps,  in  many  cases,  a  great  deal  more  acceptable 
to  the  great  Creator  of  us  all.  No  man  is  the  whole 
of  himself,-  his  neighbors  are  the  rest  of  him. 

Magnanimity  of  soul  characterizes  the  great,  and  all 
can  be  great  who  will. 


THINGS  WORTH  WHILE 


(Verses  submitted  by  William  Adams,  Idaho  Falls, 
Idaho.  Brother  Adams  is  in  his  86th  year.  He  has 
long  held  and  cherished  these  verses  and  now  pie 
sents  them  to  the  Liahona.) 

Don't  ask,  "Has  the  Church  been  a  friend  to  me?" 
But,  "Have  I  to  the  Church  been  true?" 

Its  not  what  you  get,  but  what  you  give, 

That  makes  life  worth  while  to  you. 

Its  the  kind  word  spoken  to  a  little  child 
As  you  wipe  its  tears  away  / 

And  the  smile  you  bring  to  a  careworn  face 
That  really  lights  your  way. 

Its  the  hand  you  clasp  with  an  honest  grasp 
That  gives  you  a  hearty  thrill/ 

Its  the  good  you  pour  into  other’s  lives 
That  comes  back  your  own  to  fill/ 

Its  the  dregs  you  drain  from  another's  cup 
That  makes  your  own  seem  sweet/ 

And  the  hours  you  give  to  your  fellow  man 
That  make  your  life  complete. 

Its  the  burdens  you  help  another  bear 
That  make  your  own  seem  light/ 

Its  the  danger  seen  for  another's  feet 
That  shows  you  the  path  that's  right. 

Its  the  good  you  do  each  passing  day 
With  a  heart  sincere  and  true/ 

If  you  give  to  the  Church  your  very  best 
Its  best  will  return  to  you. 

—  Anonymous. 
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of  our  new  sound  and  projection  equipment  to  pre¬ 
sent  programs  before  various  groups  in  this  district. 
Many  opportunities  have  presented  themselves  and 
invariably  the  audiences  have  responded  favorably. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Keith  J.  Bult,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Beth  Burt,  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada,  to  Seneca. 
Lawrence  Mecham,  from  Salina,  Utah,  to  East  Penn. 
Colvin  R.  Tanner,  from  Payson,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
TRANSFER 

Briton  McConkie,  from  E.  Penn,  to  Seneca  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Brent  Richards -Secretary  of  the  Mission. 

Don  M.  Jacob -President  Albany  District. 

Marlowe  C.  Hodge -President  West  Penn.  District. 
RELEASES 

Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  of  Albany -Home,  Glenwood,  Utah. 
Paul  Wilson,  of  Seneca -Home,  LaVerkin,  Utah. 

Keith  A.  Nielson,  of  West  Penn. -Home,  Portland,  Ore. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 
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"On  Ihese  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets." -Matt.  22:37-40. 

II  one  truly  loves,  he  will  unconsciously  fulfill  the 
whole  law.  If  he  loves  his  God  with  all  his  heart 
and  with  all  his  soul  and  with  all  his  mind,  he  will 
have  no  other  gods  before  Him.  He  will  not  profane 
the  name  of  the  God  he  loves  nor  will  he  desecrate  His 
sacred  Sabbath.  Also  he  who  loves  his  neighbor  as 
himself  will  commit  no  such  crimes  against  him  as  are 
prohibited  in  the  after  part  of  the  Decalogue.  No  one 
will  trespass  upon  nor  destroy  the  object  of  his  love. 

Truly  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law. 


MAGNANIMITY 

By  Sam  R.  Brown,  Northwestern  Slates  Mission 

Let  us  consider  together  the  27th  and  28th  verses  of 
the  6th  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke. 

Our  Savior  had  been  made  painfully  aware  that  His 
disciples  were  sore  at  heart  because  of  the  trying 
humiliations  being  heaped  upon  them. 

This  chapter  records  His  reproval  of  their  enemies, 
and  also  reproval  to  the  disciples  for  their  desire  to 
resort  to  vengeance.  The  Savior  said,  "But  I  say  unto 
you  which  hear,  love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them 
which  hate  you,  bless  them  that  curse  you,  and  pray 
for  them  which  despitefully  use  you." 

Later,  upon  Calvary,  He  followed  out  His  own  ad¬ 
vice  as  He  lingered  upon  the  Cross,  and  closed  his 
mortal  career  with,  "Father  forgive  them  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do."  Such  sublime  magnanimity! 

Consider  the  exemplary  meekness  of  Stephen,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Acts  7:60.  Previous  to  his  being  stoned 
to  death,  he  had  vigorously  scolded  his  persecutors 
concerning  their  slaying  of  the  prophets.  Because  of 
this,  they  ran  upon  him  of  one  accord,  tore  from  him 
his  clothing,  and  cast  his  garments  at  the  feet  of  Saul, 
their  leader.  They  stoned  Stephen  while  he  was  pray¬ 
ing  for  them.  His  last  audible  words,  before  he  fell 
asleep  in  death  were,  "Lord  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 
charge."  Nothing  vindictive,  no  rancor,  but  just 
the  sweet,  humble,  loving  spirit  of  Godly  magnanimity. 

There  is  a  story  of  atrocities  once  dealt  out  to 
Armenians  by  Turkish  soldiers.  Two  prisoners,  a  boy 
and  his  sister,  were  cornered,  and  while  the  boy  was 
being  brutally  slain,  the  sister  made  her  escape.  She 
was  again  captured,  and  it  was  learned  that  she  was 
a  nurse.  She  was  forced  to  serve  in  the  field  hos¬ 
pital.  While  there,  she  was  assigned  to  minister  to 
the  wretch  who  had  so  brutally  killed  her  brother. 
Each  recognized  the  other.  He  was  fast  passing  into 
the  beyond.  A  slight  inattention  would  prove  fatal. 
She  watched  him,  a  bitter  struggle  being  waged  in 
her  heart.  The  God-given  better  side  prevailed.  She 
nursed  him  unto  recovery.  But  before  he  left  the 
hospital,  he  said  to  her,  "Why  did  you  not  let  me 
die?"  Her  simple  answer  was,  "I  am  a  follower  of 
Him  who  said,  'Love  your  enemies,  and  do  them 
good.'  "  Christ-like  magnanimity!  After  a  prolonged 
silence  he  spoke,  "I  never  knew  there  was  such  a 
religion.  Tell  me  more  about  it." 

A  magnanimous  friendship  caused  a  city  dweller, 
who  had  lived  across  the  street  for  several  months, 
and  who  had  taken  but  little  notice  of  his  neighbors, 
to  pen  this  declaration  to  some  relatives  in  another 
state,  "I  thought  the  house  across  the  street  was 
empty/  but  since  yesterday,  crape  upon  the  door  has 
put  it  into  my  heart  to  step  over  and  offer  my  humble 
services." 

There  are  three  bad  actors  striving  to  overwhelm 
us.  Sometimes  they  work  separately,  sometimes  to¬ 
gether.  They  are  Vindictiveness,  Jealousy  and  Prej¬ 
udice.  They  are  pitted  against  Magnanimity.  This 
man  despises  the  Jews/  the  next  fellow  cannot  en¬ 
dure  the  Catholics/  another  one  is  sure  that  every 
German,  or  every  Englishman  is  an  inveterate  liar. 
And  as  for  social  cleavages,  "me  'n  my  wife,  my  son 
John  'n  his  wife  is  the  onlyest  elect  uv  the  Lord’s 
peoples." 


We  shall  fail  to  get  far  in  our  reach  upward  until 
we  humanize  our  estimates  of  other  people.  They 
are  not  primarily  black,  or  white,  or  yellow,  or 
capitalists,  or  laborers,  or  politicians,  or  Gentiles,- 
but  plain,  human  beings,  much  like  ourselves,  and 
perhaps,  in  many  cases,  a  great  deal  more  acceptable 
to  the  great  Creator  of  us  all.  No  man  is  the  whole 
of  himself/  his  neighbors  are  the  rest  of  him. 

Magnanimity  of  soul  characterizes  the  great,  and  all 
can  be  great  who  will. 

- - 

THINGS  WORTH  WHILE 


(Verses  submitted  by  William  Adams,  Idaho  Falls, 
Idaho.  Brother  Adams  is  in  his  86th  year.  He  has 
long  held  and  cherished  these  verses  and  now  pie 
sents  them  to  the  Liahona.) 

Don't  ask,  "Has  the  Church  been  a  friend  to  me?" 
But,  "Have  I  to  the  Church  been  true?" 

Its  not  what  you  get,  but  what  you  give, 

That  makes  life  worth  while  to  you. 

Its  the  kind  word  spoken  to  a  little  child 
As  you  wipe  its  tears  away/ 

And  the  smile  you  bring  to  a  careworn  face 
That  really  lights  your  way. 

Its  the  hand  you  clasp  with  an  honest  grasp 
That  gives  you  a  hearty  thrill  / 

Its  the  good  you  pour  inio  other's  lives 
That  comes  back  your  own  to  fill/ 

Its  the  dregs  you  drain  from  another's  cup 
That  makes  your  own  seem  sweet/ 

And  the  hours  you  give  to  your  fellow  man 
That  make  your  life  complete. 

Its  the  burdens  you  help  another  bear 
That  make  your  own  seem  light/ 

Its  the  danger  seen  for  another's  feet 
That  shows  you  the  path  that's  right. 

Its  the  good  you  do  each  passing  day 
With  a  heart  sincere  and  true/ 

If  you  give  to  the  Church  your  very  best 
Its  best  will  return  to  you. 

-Anonymous. 
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of  our  new  sound  and  projection  equipment  to  pre¬ 
sent  programs  before  various  groups  in  this  district. 
Many  opportunities  have  presented  themselves  and 
invariably  the  audiences  have  responded  favorably. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Keith  J.  Bult,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Beth  Burt,  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada,  to  Seneca. 
Lawrence  Mecham,  from  Salina,  Utah,  to  East  Penn. 
Colvin  R.  Tanner,  from  Payson,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
TRANSFER 

Briton  McConkie,  from  E.  Penn,  to  Seneca  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Brent  Richards- Secretary  of  the  Mission. 

Don  M.  Jacob -President  Albany  District. 

Marlowe  C.  Hodge -President  West  Penn.  District. 
RELEASES 

Milan  T.  Oldroyd,  of  Albany -Home,  Glenwood,  Utah. 
Paul  Wilson,  of  Seneca -Home,  LaVerkin,  Utah. 

Keith  A.  Nielson,  of  West  Penn. -Home,  Portland,  Ore. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 


Joseph  Smith 
The  Prophet 

December  23,  1938,  Marks  the  133rd 
Anniversary  ol  His  Birlh 

TUT  ERE  IS  A  MAN  who  was 
born  in  ihe  slark  hills  of 
Vermont,-  who  was  reared  in 
the  backwoods  of  New  York; 
who  never  looked  inside  a 
college  or  high  school;  who 
lived  in  six  states,  no  one  of 
which  would  own  him  dur¬ 
ing  his  lifetime,-  who  spent 
months  in  the  vile  prisons  of 
the  period;  who,  even  when 
he  had  his  freedom,  was 
hounded  like  a  fugitive,-  who 
was  covered  once  with  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers,  and  left  for  dead; 
who,  with  his  following,  was  driven  by  irate  neighbors  from  New 
York  to  Ohio,  from  Ohio  to  Missouri,  and  from  Missouri  to  Illinois,- 
and  who,  at  the  unripe  age  of  thirty-eight,  was  shot  to  death  by  a 
mob  with  painted  faces. 

Yet  this  man  became  mayor  of  the  biggest  town  in  Illinois 
and  the  slate’s  most  prominent  citizen,  the  commander  of  the  largest 
body  of  trained  soldiers  in  the  nation  outside  the  Federal  army, 
the  founder  of  cities  and  of  a  university,  and  aspired  to  become 
President  of  the  United  States. 

He  wrote  a  book  which  has  baffled  the  literary  critics  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years  and  which  is  today  more  widely  read  than 
any  other  volume  save  the  Bible.  On  the  threshold  of  an  organiz¬ 
ing  age  he  established  the  most  nearly  perfect  social  mechanism 
in  the  modern  world,  and  developed  a  religious  philosophy  that 
challenges  anything  of  the  kind  in  history,  for  completeness  and 
cohesion.  And  he  set  up  the  machinery  for  an  economic  system 
that  would  take  the  brood  of  Fears  out  of  the  heart  of  man — the 
fear  of  want  through  sickness,  old  age,  unemployment,  and  poverty. 

In  thirty  nations  are  men  and  women  who  look  upon  him  as 
a  greater  leader  than  Moses  and  a  greater  prophet  than  Isaiah;  his 
disciples  now  number  close  to  a  million,-  and  already  a  granite 
shaft  pierces  the  sky  over  the  place  where  he  was  born,  and  another 
over  the  place  where  he  received  the  inspiration  for  his  Book. 

— John  Henry  Evans. 
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j  T  THIS  CHRISTMAS  TIME  we  give  to  the  Saints  and  to  the  world  a  Christian 
Mm  greeting. 

I^P^j  We  proclaim  to  the  peoples  of  the  earth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Only 
Begotten  of  the  Father,  the  Redeemer  of  the  World,  the  First  Fruits  of  the 
Resurrection. 

We  testify  to  the  truth  of  His  own  words  when  He  said: 

"I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 
(John  14:6). 

We  deeply  deplore  the  spirit  of  anti-Christ  that  is  abroad  in  the  world,  and 
with  sorrowing  hearts  contemplate  the  brutality  of  war  and  other  forms  of  cruelty  and 
injustice  that  even  in  this  professedly  enlightened  age  are  still  manifest. 

We  declare  that  the  Lord  expects  men  to  forsake  the  ways  He  has  forbidden,  and 
that  He  beckons  them  to  come  into  the  straight  and  narrow  path  which  leads  to  peace 
and  happiness. 

We  admonish  every  man  of  high  or  low  degree,  and  in  whatever  land,  to  act  and 
live  in  accordance  with  the  revealed  will  of  the  Lord,  and  we  promise  to  every  one  of 
God's  children  who  does  so  live,  not  only  a  joy  in  life  and  in  living  that  nothing  else 
can  bring,  but  also  salvation  in  the  world  to  come,  with  an  eternity  of  service,  of  un¬ 
speakable  happiness,  and  a  progression  that  shall  never  end. 

We  thank  God  for  His  bounteous  gifts  to  His  children.  We  praise  His  name  for  His 
mighty  works  among  men.  We  are  ever  grateful  for  His  boundless  mercy  which  we 
invoke  upon  both  the  righteous  and  the  unrighteous.  We  pray  that  to  darkened  minds 
there  shall  come  light,  and  that  to  the  righteous  there  shall  come  a  fulness  of  blessing 
under  God's  wisdom. 

HEBER  J.  GRANT, 

J.  REUBEN  CLARK,  JR., 
DAVID  O.  McKAY. 
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THE  PERSONALITY  YET  OMNIPRESENCE 
OF  GOD 


Jesus  Christ  was  the  complete  revelation 
and  manifestation  of  God: 

Without  controversy  great  is  the  mystery  of  godlines-: 
God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  Spirit, 
seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  gentiles,  believed 
on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory.  — I  Tim.  3:16. 

All  this  is  plain  allusion  to  the  Christ. 
He  was  “God  manifested  in  the  flesh. " 
He  was  the  “Word"  of  St.  John's  Gospel 
preface : 

In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was 
with  God  and  the  Word  was  God.  The  same  was  in 
the  beginning  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him/ 
and  without  him  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made. 
In  him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men  .  .  . 
That  was  true  light,  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world.  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the 
world  was  made  by  him,  and  the  world  knew  him  not 
.  .  .  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among 
us,  and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth. -St. 
John  1:1-4,  9,  10,  14. 

Then  again: 

God,  who  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers  manners  spake 
in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in 
these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he 
hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he 
made  the  world;  who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory, 
and  the  express  image  of  his  person,  and  upholding  all 
things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  him¬ 
self  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  on  high. -Heb.  1:1-3. 

All  this  plainly  holds  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  and  is  the  revelation  of  God  to  the 
world.  That  as  the  Son  is  so  also  is  the 
Father.  So  completely  is  that  true  that 
those  who  have  seen  the  Son  have  also 
seen  the  Father.  This  Jesus  said,  not  once 
only,  but  repeatedly:  “If  ye  had  known 
me,  ye  should  have  known  my  Father  also; 
and  from  henceforth  ye  know  him  and 
have  seen  him."  (St.  John  14:7  cf.  St. 
John  8:10)  ;  and  to  one  who  said  “show 
us  the  Father  and  it  sufficeth  us,"  he  re¬ 
plied:  “He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen 
the  Father."  (St.  John  14:9). 

Yet  there  is  a  mode  of  existence  for  God 
in  which  the  idea  expressed  by  orthodox 
Christian  creed,  and  philosophy,  and  po¬ 
etry,  obtains;  ideas  of  every whereness, 
called  Omnipresence;  and  all  powerfulness, 
called  Omnipotence;  and  all-knowingness, 
called  Omniscience;  born  perhaps  of  a  nat¬ 
ural  longing  for  the  nearness  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  for  his  immediate  presence,  for 
his  now,  and  instant,  all-knowing  of  hu¬ 
man  ills  and  woes,  with  present  power  of 
helpfulness  in  time  of  human  need.  There 
is  that  in  scripture,  too,  which  gives  war¬ 


rant  for  such  a  conception  of  God.  Paul 
has  it  in  his  discourse  on  Mars  Hill  at 
Athens,  when  he  upbraided  the  Greeks  for 
their  overmuch  superstition  in  the  worship 
of  the  “Unknown  God,"  whom  he  dis¬ 
placed  by  preaching  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  also  the  nearness  and  every- 
whereness  of  God.  Listen  to  him: 

God  lhal  made  lhe  world  and  all  things  therein, 
seeing  that  he  is  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  dwelleth 
not  in  temples  made  with  hands;  neither  is  worshipped 
with  men's  hands,  as  though  he  needed  any  thing,  see¬ 
ing  he  giveth  to  all  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things  and 
hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell 
on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determined  the 
times  before  appointed,  and  the  bounds  of  their  habita¬ 
tion,  that  they  should  seek  the  Lord,  if  haply  they  might 
feel  after  him,  and  find  him,  though  he  be  not  far  from 
every  one  of  us;  for  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being;  as  certain  also  of  your  own  poets  have 
said,  For  we  are  also  his  offspring. -Acts  17:24-28. 

From  this,  God  is  all  about  us  by  his 
presence,  in  him  we  live  and  move  and 
have  our  being.  He  is  the  power  “in  and 
through  all  things,"  creating  and  sustain¬ 
ing  power  of  the  universe — “the  sleepless, 
active  energy  and  will,  which  yesterday, 
today  and  forever  actuates  all  things" — 
the  “Eternal  God"  of  the  scripture,  who  is 
the  “refuge"  of  men,  the  “everlasting  arms" 
underneath,  “upholding  all  things." 
(Deut.  33:27). 

David  in  the  Psalms  has  a  passage  in 
harmony  with  this  conception  of  God 
that  is  equally  splendid: 

Whither  shall  I  go  forth  from  thy  Spirit?  or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence?  If  I  ascend  up  into 
heaven,  thou  art  there:  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  be¬ 
hold,  thou  art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea;  even 
there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall 
hold  me.  If  I  say,  Surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me, 
even  the  night  shall  be  light  about  me.  Yea,  the 
darkness  hideth  not  from  thee,  but  the  night  shineth 
as  the  day;  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both  alike 
to  thee. -Psalms  139:7-12. 

Here  is  warrant,  then,  for  the  every- 
whereness  of  God,  and  for  everywhereness 
with  power — God  immanent  in  the  crea¬ 
tion.  But  it  is  held  that  this  conception 
of  God  is  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of 
God  as  a  person,  in  the  sense  of  being  an 
individual,  as  was  the  resurrected  and  im¬ 
mortal  Christ, — and  the  Father,  who  is 
as  the  Christ — for  one  is  the. express  image 
of  the  other,  (Heb.  1:1-3).  Personality, 
it  is  held,  such  as  was  the  risen  and  glori¬ 
fied  Christ,  would  so  limit  God  to  time, 
and  space,  and  in  all  possible  power  that 
it  is  unthinkable  that  he  should  also  be 
God  “as  sleepless,  active  energy  and  will, 
which  yesterday,  today  and  forever  actu¬ 
ates  all  things,"  and  gets  himself  expressed 
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“in  the  wonderful  energies  of  sound,  light, 
and  electricity;  in  the  vital  processes  of 
plants  and  animals,  in  human  lives  and 
aspirations,  and  in  the  evolution  of  human 
societies." 

"Inconsistency  of  Personality  and 
Immanence " 

And  indeed  there  does  seem  to  be  some¬ 
thing  inconsistent  between  these  two  con¬ 
ceptions  of  God;  something  contradictory 
and  irreconcilable  between  the  two  views. 
And  yet  scripture,  containing  the  revela¬ 
tions  of  God  about  himself  requires  both 
conceptions.  How  may  they  be  reconciled? 
What  a  gracious  word  that  will  be  that 
shall  bring  these  two  apparently  conflict¬ 
ing  conceptions  together  into  a  sweet  har¬ 
mony;  and  in  such  manner  as  will  appeal 
to  the  understanding;  for  it  is  the  under¬ 
standing  which  must  be  satisfied  before 
real  progress  can  be  made  in  acquiring 
knowledge  of  God. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  God  cannot  love 
gases,  or  merely  mechanical  forces,  how¬ 
ever  he  may  control  them  to  his  purpose; 
nor  can  man  love  abstractions,  or  merely 
impersonal  force  or  power.  Something 
of  community  of  spirit,  of  likeness  to  each 
other,  and  yet  something  that  shall  be 
complement  each  of  the  other,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  essential  both  to  God  and  to  man. 
Man  is  necessary  to  God  as  an  object  that 
he  can  love,  and  love  supremely;  some¬ 
thing  also  that  can  in  return  love  God,  and 
love  him  supremely.  God  is  necessary  to 
man  as  in  some  way  the  conceived  source 
and  the  upholding,  and  the  directing  power 
of  things;  in  whose  love  and  interest  man 
may  feel  secure — God,  man's  refuge. 

This  becomes  possible  only  on  the  basis 
of  personal  relationship,  which  in  turn  can 
arise  only  from  mutual  personal  qualities 
or  attributes.  Hence  God  created  man  in 
his  own  image — in  the  image  of  God  cre¬ 
ated  he  him,  (Gen.  1:26-27).  Then,  to 
meet  the  needs  of  man  in  God,  as  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  faith  and  trust  and  love,  God  re¬ 
vealed  himself  in  the  person  and  character 
and  attributes  of  Jesus  Christ — God  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  flesh,  and  made  eternal  in 
the  resurrected  immortal  Christ. 

But  there  seems  to  be,  to  repeat  the 
thought  above,  a  certain  inadequacy  of 
God  thus  conceived  as  a  personality,  and 
the  felt  need  of  a  universally  diffused 
power,  a  "sleepless  energy"  whose  presence 
and  power  are  everywhre  and  constant. 


Between  this  everywhere  present,  uphold¬ 
ing  power,  and  personality,  as  represented 
in  the  immortal  Christ,  there  is  at  least  an 
apparent  contradiction  that  needs  harmo¬ 
nizing — a  word  of  reconciliation.  But 
who  shall  speak  such  a  word?  Human 
wisdom  has  not  spoken  it.  It  is  beyond 
human  wisdom,  doubtless.  God  must 
speak  that  word,  if  men  are  to  be  enlight¬ 
ened.  And  God  has  spoken  that  word. 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  is  the  herald  of  it.  God  revealed 
it  to  the  Prophet  of  that  New  Dispensa¬ 
tion  which  brought  forth  that  Church. 
Hear  it,  O,  ye  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  for 
God  has  spoken  it,  and  it  is  important 
that  you  listen  to  that  word,  and  that  you 
believe  it;  and  if  you  seek  to  know,  God 
will  witness  the  truth  of  it  unto  you. 

The  Word  of  Reconciliation 

And  now  God's  word  of  reconciliation. 
And  first  as  to  an  emphasis  put  upon  the 
fact  of  God's  everywhereness  as  being  "in 
and  through  all  things,"  and  the  power 
by  which  things  are  created  and  by  which 
they  persist.  The  Prophet,  speaking  of 
the  glory  of  the  Church  of  the  Firstborn, 
even  of  God  the  holiest  of  all  through 
Jesus  Christ,  his  Son, — said: 

He  that  ascended  up  on  high,  as  also  he  descended 
below  all  things,  in  that  he  comprehended  all  things, 
that  he  might  be  in  all  and  through  all  things,  the 
light  of  truth,  which  truth  shineth.  This  is  the  light  of 
Christ.  As  also  he  is  in  the  sun  and  the  light  of  the 
sun,  and  the  power  thereof  by  which  it  was  made. 
As  also  he  is  in  the  moon  and  is  the  light  of  the  moon, 
and  the  power  thereof  by  which  it  was  made.  As  also 
the  light  of  the  stars,  and  the  power  thereof  by  which 
they  were  made.  .  .  .  And  the  light  which  shineth, 
which  giveth  you  light,  is  through  him  who  enlighteneth 
your  eyes,  which  is  the  same  light  that  quickeneth  your 
understandings. -Doc.  &  Cov.  88:6-11. 

Here  is  described  creative  power,  and 
presence  of  that  power  "In  and  through 
all  things";  and  the  identity  of  that  cre¬ 
ative  power  with  "the  light  of  truth," 
"which  light  shineth,"  that  is,  it  makes 
truth  apparent — reavels  it — but  now  for 
the  source  of  this  everywhere  creative,  and 
sustaining  power  and  light — "this  light 
of  truth" — 

Which  light  proceedeth  forth  from  the  presence  of  God 
to  fill  the  immensity  of  space.  The  light  which  is  in 
all  things,  which  giveth  life  to  all  things:  which  is  the 
law  by  which  all  things  are  governed:  even  the  power 
of  God  who  sitteth  upon  his  throne,  who  is  in  the  bosom 
of  eternity,  who  is  jn  the  midst  of  all  things.  — Doc.  & 
Cov.  88:12-13. 

There  it  is:  God  revealed.  God  as  a 
personality — and  proceeding  from  His  di¬ 
vine  person  and  presence,  the  "Light  of 
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Truth,"  called  also,  and  beautifully,  "The 
Light  of  Christ,"  the  vital  force  of  the 
universe  also,  "Which  giveth  life  to  all 
things."  The  power  also  by  which  all 
things  are  "sustained  and  governed — Even 
the  power  of  God,  who  sitteth  upon  his 
throne,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  eternity, 
who  is  in  the  midst  of  all  things."  From 
whose  presence  this  creative,  and  sustain¬ 
ing,  and  intelligence  inspiring  power,  and 
light  "proceedeth  forth  to  fill  the  im¬ 
mensity  of  space." 

God,  through  this  revelation  of  God, 
here  stands  revealed,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
sistant  with  all  scripture,  and  in  a  manner 
that  does  no  violence  to  the  understanding. 
Not  removing  God  afar  off,  but  bringing 
him  infinitely  close.  So  close  that  he  is 
the  "friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a 
brother,"  (Proverbs  18:24);  closer  than 
the  sunlight  on  a  cloudless  day  in  the  midst 
of  which  men  walk,  and  move  and  have 
their  being. 

Where  is  there  a  revelation  of  God  like 
unto  this?  I  challenge  its  production. 
Come,  ye  sons  of  men,  who  mock  at  "Mor- 
monism,"  who  affect  to  despise  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Prophet  of  the  New  Dispensa¬ 
tion,  and  "pelt  his  memory  with  unsavory 
epithets,"  produce  your  cause,  say  which 
of  all  the  world's  philosophers  or  theo¬ 
logians  has  given  a  conception  of  God 
equal  to  this?  For  beauty,  for  power,  for 
reasonableness,  for  truth?  You  cannot 
find  it  among  the  utterances  of  men.  And 
best  of  all  it  reconciles  the  otherwise  seem¬ 
ing  contradictions  of  other  scriptures,  and 
sets  one’s  mind  at  ease  concerning  God,  not 
only  as  to  his  being,  but  as  to  the  kind 
of  being  he  is.  It  puts  one  in  the  way  of 
knowing  God,  whom  to  know  leads  to 
eternal  life. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts. 


A  great  aim  is  a  powerful  protection 
to  a  youth.  It  frees  him  from  multitudes 
of  temptations  which  otherwise  would  be 
likely  to  sweep  him  into  the  vice  current. 

A  man  with  an  overmastering  purpose 
is  a  great  elevating,  energizing  power  in 
a  community.  People  know  better  than 
to  waste  his  time  or  trifle  with  him.  His 
projectile  force  shows  them  that  he  is  dead 
in  earnest,  that  he  has  an  object  in  life, 
and  that  he  proposes  to  gain  it.  His  face 
is  set  like  a  flint  toward  his  aim.  Ob¬ 
stacles  melt  before  such  a  purpose. 

— Orison  Swett  Marden . 


THE  LOST  RADIANCE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION 

By  ELDER  NEPHI  JENSEN 

The  development  of  the  spiritual  life 
is  the  finest  enterprise  of  man.  It  is 
above  the  physical,  the  intellectual,  the 
ethical  and  the  artistic. 

Real  spirituality  is  deeper  than  mere 


Elder  Nephi  Jensen 

sentimentalizing  about  God  and  the  future 
life.  It  is  more  vital  than  the  shallow 
mysticism  that  is  awakened  by  gorgeous 
ritualistic  display.  It  is  that  liveliness  of 
soul,  awakened  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  gives  us  actual,  conscious, 
joyous  fellowship  with  God. 

Spirituality  in  this  true  Christian  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  term  is  the  most  distinctive 
thing  Jesus  Christ  gave  to  his  followers 
for  their  instruction,  enlightenment,  trans¬ 
formation  and  exaltation.  It  is  the  fifth 
dimension  of  life  and  culture. 

Greek  Culture 

Before  Jesus  came  into  the  world  the 
Greeks  had  developed  a  splendid  four¬ 
fold  culture — a  culture  based  upon  the 
physical,  the  intellectual,  the  ethical  and 
the  artistic.  The  Greeks  sought  earnestly 
and  enthusiastically  to  ennoble  human  life 
by  all  known  human  agencies.  They 
gloried  in  the  sound,  beautiful  and  sym¬ 
metrical  human  body.  They  reduced  the 
principle  of  physical  culture  to  a  science. 
They  exalted  the  intellect.  They  pro¬ 
duced  some  of  the  clearest  and  deepest 
thinkers  of  all  time.  Aristotle  the  Greek 
philosopher  is  still  regarded  as  one  of  the 
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Truth,”  called  also,  and  beautifully,  “The 
Light  of  Christ,”  the  vital  force  of  the 
universe  also,  “Which  giveth  life  to  all 
things.”  The  power  also  by  which  all 
things  are  “sustained  and  governed — Even 
the  power  of  God,  who  sitteth  upon  his 
throne,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  eternity, 
who  is  in  the  midst  of  all  things.”  From 
whose  presence  this  creative,  and  sustain¬ 
ing,  and  intelligence  inspiring  power,  and 
light  “proceedeth  forth  to  fill  the  im¬ 
mensity  of  space.” 

God,  through  this  revelation  of  God, 
here  stands  revealed,  and  in  a  manner  con- 
sistant  with  all  scripture,  and  in  a  manner 
that  does  no  violence  to  the  understanding. 
Not  removing  God  afar  off,  but  bringing 
him  infinitely  close.  So  close  that  he  is 
the  “friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a 
brother,”  (Proverbs  18:24);  closer  than 
the  sunlight  on  a  cloudless  day  in  the  midst 
of  which  men  walk,  and  move  and  have 
their  being. 

Where  is  there  a  revelation  of  God  like 
unto  this?  I  challenge  its  production. 
Come,  ye  sons  of  men,  who  mock  at  “Mor- 
monism,”  who  affect  to  despise  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Prophet  of  the  New  Dispensa¬ 
tion,  and  “pelt  his  memory  with  unsavory 
epithets,”  produce  your  cause,  say  which 
of  all  the  world's  philosophers  or  theo¬ 
logians  has  given  a  conception  of  God 
equal  to  this?  For  beauty,  for  power,  for 
reasonableness,  for  truth?  You  cannot 
find  it  among  the  utterances  of  men.  And 
best  of  all  it  reconciles  the  otherwise  seem¬ 
ing  contradictions  of  other  scriptures,  and 
sets  one's  mind  at  ease  concerning  God,  not 
only  as  to  his  being,  but  as  to  the  kind 
of  being  he  is.  It  puts  one  in  the  way  of 
knowing  God,  whom  to  know  leads  to 
eternal  life. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts. 


A  great  aim  is  a  powerful  protection 
to  a  youth.  It  frees  him  from  multitudes 
of  temptations  which  otherwise  would  be 
likely  to  sweep  him  into  the  vice  current. 

A  man  with  an  overmastering  purpose 
is  a  great  elevating,  energizing  power  in 
a  community.  People  know  better  than 
to  waste  his  time  or  trifle  with  him.  His 
projectile  force  shows  them  that  he  is  dead 
in  earnest,  that  he  has  an  object  in  life, 
and  that  he  proposes  to  gain  it.  His  face 
is  set  like  a  flint  toward  his  aim.  Ob¬ 
stacles  melt  before  such  a  purpose. 

— Orison  Swett  Marden . 


THE  LOST  RADIANCE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION 

By  ELDER  NEPHI  JENSEN 

The  development  of  the  spiritual  life 
is  the  finest  enterprise  of  man.  It  is 
above  the  physical,  the  intellectual,  the 
ethical  and  the  artistic. 

Real  spirituality  is  deeper  than  mere 


Elder  Nephi  Jensen 


sentimentalizing  about  God  and  the  future 
life.  It  is  more  vital  than  the  shallow 
mysticism  that  is  awakened  by  gorgeous 
ritualistic  display.  It  is  that  liveliness  of 
soul,  awakened  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  that  gives  us  actual,  conscious, 
joyous  fellowship  with  God. 

Spirituality  in  this  true  Christian  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  term  is  the  most  distinctive 
thing  Jesus  Christ  gave  to  his  followers 
for  their  instruction,  enlightenment,  trans¬ 
formation  and  exaltation.  It  is  the  fifth 
dimension  of  life  and  culture. 

Greek  Culture 

Before  Jesus  came  into  the  world  the 
Greeks  had  developed  a  splendid  four¬ 
fold  culture — a  culture  based  upon  the 
physical,  the  intellectual,  the  ethical  and 
the  artistic.  The  Greeks  sought  earnestly 
and  enthusiastically  to  ennoble  human  life 
by  all  known  human  agencies.  They 
gloried  in  the  sound,  beautiful  and  sym¬ 
metrical  human  body.  They  reduced  the 
principle  of  physical  culture  to  a  science. 
They  exalted  the  intellect.  They  pro¬ 
duced  some  of  the  clearest  and  deepest 
thinkers  of  all  time.  Aristotle  the  Greek 
philosopher  is  still  regarded  as  one  of  the 
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noblest  thinkers  who  ever  thought  and 
taught  in  our  world. 

The  Greeks  developed  the  moral  side  of 
life.  They  were  the  very  first  to  reduce 
the  principles  of  moral  conduct  to  a 
science — the  science  of  ethics.  Plato,  in 
his  masterful  book,  The  Republic ,  gives  a 
comprehensive  outline  of  the  principles 
of  right  living  in  four  words — 4  ‘temper¬ 
ance,  courage,  justice  and  prudence/'  This 
simple  outline  is  still  followed  by  the 
world’s  great  moralists  in  their  study  of 
moral  values. 

The  Greeks  were  enraptured  with  the 
beautiful.  They  strove  eagerly  to  de¬ 
velop  the  fine  arts.  Homer  the  Greek 
poet,  is  still  regarded  as  one  of  the  world’s 
greatest  literary  craftsmen.  His  poetry 
is  placed  beside  that  of  the  great  Shake¬ 
speare.  And  Phidias,  the  Greek  sculptor, 
carved  more  of  beauty  out  of  crude  mar¬ 
ble  with  his  deft  chisel,  guided  by  his 
splendid  genius,  than  any  artist  before 
or  since  his  time. 

Plato  put  into  a  simple  sentence  the 
ideal  of  Greek  aspiration.  He  said, 

"That  which  is  most  beautiful  is 
most  desirable." 

The  Greeks  strove  diligently  to  realize 
this  fine  ideal;  and  they  succeeded  splen¬ 
didly  in  building  up  a  four-fold  culture. 
But  they  knew  nothing  about  that  fine 
Spirit  that  comes  from  God,  that  en¬ 
lightens  the  mind,  purifies  the  heart,  chas¬ 
tens  the  affections  and  ennobles  the  soul. 
They  knew  nothing  about  the  spiritual 
aspect  of  culture. 

Real  Spirituality 

It  was  left  for  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to 
bring  to  man  the  finest  and  highest  as¬ 
pect  of  life — real  spirituality.  In  one 
of  the  most  impressive  explanations  of  his 
mission  He  said, 

"I  came  that  they  might  have  life  and 
that  they  might  have  it  more  abundantly." 

What  is  this  abundant  life?  It  is 
the  life  of  life — the  life  of  God.  It  is 
the  infinite  life  that  comes  into  the  soul 
when  the  soul  is  enlightened  and  awakened 
to  the  reality  of  God  by  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

When  Jesus  commenced  to  speak  to  his 
disciples  about  leaving  them  he  spoke  of 
sending  them  a  Comforter,  guide  and 
teacher.  He  said, 

"I  will  pray  the  Father  and  he  shall 


give  you  another  comforter  that  he  may 
abide  with  you  forever." 

Speaking  of  the  ministry  of  this  Com¬ 
forter,  He  said, 

"Howbeit  when  he  the  spirit  of  truth 
is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth." 

The  Spirit  of  Truth  is  the  ineffable 
gift  of  God  to  the  saints  for  their  perfect 
instruction  and  enlightenment.  It  is 
through  the  inspiration  and  life-giving 
power  of  this  Spirit  that  souls  are  en¬ 
lightened  so  that  they  can  see  the  beauty 
of  divine  purposes;  awakened  so  that  they 
can  feel  the  very  presence  of  God — be 
transformed  and  made  spiritual. 

Priceless  Gift 

One  who  has  been  enlightened,  a- 
wakened  and  transformed  by  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  so  that  he 
finds  his  chiefest  joy  and  glory  in  con¬ 
sciously  promoting  God’s  high  purposes 
in  the  world,  has  attained  to  true  spirit¬ 
uality — the  highest  aspect  of  culture. 

How  do  we  obtain  the  priceless  gift  of 
the  spiritual  life?  This  is  the  most  vital 
of  all  questions  in  religion.  We  do  not 
obtain  this  gift  by  a  mere  frantic  con¬ 
fession  of  Christ  at  a  revival  meeting. 
We  do  not  obtain  it  by  a  spiritless,  me¬ 
chanical  compliance  with  ordinances,  ad¬ 
ministered  by  unauthorized  priests.  We 
do  not  obtain  it  by  merely  thinking  our¬ 
selves  out  of  the  "mortal  mind"  into 
"spiritual  understanding."  We  obtain 
this  ineffable  gift,  as  we  receive  all  pre¬ 
cious  gifts  from  God,  by  strict  obedience 
to  divine  ordinances  administered  by  men 
who  are  duly  authorized  to  act  in  the 
name  of  God.  .There  is  no  other  way. 

If  you  want  to  know  just  how  the 
gift  of  the  spiritual  life  was  obtained  in 
the  days  of  the  apostles  you  can  find  out 
by  reading  the  8th  chapter  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles.  In  that  chapter  we  have 
a  simple  story  of  the  preaching  of  Philip, 
the  evangelist,  to  the  Samaritans.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  story,  Philip  preached 
through  Christ  the  kingdom  of  God  to 
these  people.  He  was  successful  in  his 
ministry.  The  people  believed  his  mes¬ 
sage.  Of  the  result  of  their  belief  we 
read: 

"When  they  believed  the  things  Philip 
preached  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  were 
baptized  both  men  and  women.” 

But  they  had  not  yet  received  the  in- 
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effable  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  we 
read: 

“Now  when  the  apostles  which  were  at 
Jerusalem  heard  that  Samaria  had  received 
the  word  of  God,  they  sent  unto  them 
Peter  and  John: 

“Who,  when  they  were  come  down, 
prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  receive 
the  Holy  Ghost: 

(“For  as  yet  he  was  fallen  upon  none 
of  them;  only  they  were  baptized  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.) 

“Then  laid  they  their  hands  on  them, 
and  they  received  the  Holy  Ghost. 

“And  when  Simon  saw  that  through 
laying  on  of  the  apostles’  hands  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  given,  he  offered  them  money, 

“Saying,  'Give  me  also  this  power,  that 
on  whomsoever  I  lay  hands,  he  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  Holy  Ghost.’ 

“But  Peter  said  unto  him,  ‘Thy  money 
perish  with  thee,  because  thou  hast  thought 
that  the  gift  of  God  may  be  purchased 
with  money.’  ” 

A  number  of  elementary  Christian 
truths  are  made  clear  by  this  simple  story. 
In  the  first  place  it  is  clear  that  these  peo¬ 
ple  did  not  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  by  merely  confessing  Christ.  They 
did  not  even  receive  the  priceless  gift 
through  water  baptism.  They  received  it 
by  the  prayerful  laying  on  of  hands  of  the 
apostles.  Another  thing  is  evident  from 
this  narrative.  Some  men  may  have 
authority  to  baptize  and  yet  not  have 
authority  to  confer  the  gift  of  the  spirit¬ 
ual  life.  This  truth  is  definitely  im¬ 
plied  by  the  fact  that  Philip  baptized  the 
Samaritans;  but  it  required  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  other  men  to  confer  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Still  another  thing  is  certain  from 
this  account.  The  power  to  bestow  the 
ineffable  gift  of  the  spiritual  life  exists  in 
only  one  church  at  a  time.  To  hold 
otherwise  is  to  imply  that  God  is  the 
author  of  confusion,  in  bestowing  his 
priceless  gifts. 

The  Spirit  of  Truth  that  gave  in¬ 
spirational  light  and  life  to  the  ancient 
Christians  did  not  continue  in  the  world 
through  the  middle  ages.  Its  loss  to 
Christianity  is  the  most  tragic  fact  in 
the  history  of  the  Christian  religion. 

Significant  Statement 

Confirmation  of  the  story  of  the  loss 
of  this  spiritual  power  is  found  in  the 
writings  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 


Christian  theologians.  Some  years  ago 
Dr.  L.  P.  Jacks,  delivered  a  very  scholarly 
lecture  on  the  “Lost  Radiance  of  the 
Christian  Religion.’’  The  address  was 
afterwards  published  in  book  form.  In 
this  little  volume  appears  this  most  sig¬ 
nificant  statement: 

“There  have  been  a  great  many  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  Christian  religion  and  some 
of  these  have  damaged  its  innermost  sub¬ 
stance.  But  the  greatest  corruption  of  all 
does  not  consist  in  any  doctrines  that  have 
gone  wrong.  It  consists  rather  of  a  loss 
of  brightness  and  radiant  energy.” 

I  am  quite  in  accord  with  Dr.  Jack’s 
conclusion.  The  vital  thing  the  Christian 
religion  lost  was  its  spiritual  life  and 
power.  This  loss  of  real  spirituality  is  all 
but  admitted  by  one  church  that  has  ex¬ 
isted  since  the  apostles.  Some  time  ago  I 
had  some  friendly  correspondence  with  a 
distinguished  Catholic  scholar  of  this  state. 

I  commenced  the  correspondence  by  asking 
my  friend  the  pertinent  question: 

“What  is  the  warrant  for  the  change  in 
the  church  from  a  church  having  the  in¬ 
spired  St.  Peter  at  its  head  to  a  church  hav¬ 
ing  an  uninspired  pope  at  its  head?” 

In  a  number  of  letters  my  friend  ad¬ 
mitted  that  Peter  was  inspired  and  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  popes  are  not  inspired;  and 
he*  insisted  that  the  popes  do  not  need  in¬ 
spiration.  From  my  way  of  thinking  this 
admission  is  tantamount  to  an  admission 
that  the  Christianity  of  today  is  not  the 
Christianity  of  Christ's  day.  This  con¬ 
clusion  is  based  upon  some  fundamental 
Christian  truths. 

Two  Facts 

There  are  two  cardinal  facts  involved  in 
the  religion  of  Jesus,  in  its  spiritual  as¬ 
pects.  The  first  is  an  actual  knowledge  of 
God;  and  the  second  is  real  conscious  in¬ 
spirational  guidance. 

On  one  occasion  Jesus  said: 

“My  doctrine  is  not  mine  but  his  that 
sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  the  will  of  the 
Father  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine 
whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I 
speak  of  myself.” 

The  knowledge  of  God  promised  by 
this  text  is  not  a  mere  concept  of  God. 
It  is  not  a  mere  theory  of  His  being.  It 
is  an  actual,  conscious  experience  of  His 
power  and  goodness.  This  real,  ex¬ 
perienced,  inspirational  fellowship  with 
Him  is  the  bedrock  foundation  of  religion 
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in  the  sense  in  which  the  divine  Master  un¬ 
derstood  and  practiced  it. 

This  actual  knowledge  of  God  can 
come  only  through  inspiration.  Paul’s 
conclusion  is  profoundly  true: 

4 ‘No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord 
but  by  the  Holy  Ghost.”  The  clear 
meaning  of  this  text  is  evident.  No  one 
can  know  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  but  by 
the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

On  another  occasion  Jesus  said,  "The 
Spirit  of  Truth  shall  guide  you  into  all 
truth.”  It  is  by  the  light  of  inspiration 
that  the  Spirit  guides  into  all  turth. 

In  the  light  of  these  basic  truths,  to 
deny  the  present  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  to  deny  the  actual  knowledge 
of  God,  and  real  spiritual  guidance;  and  to 
deny  these  fundamental  truths  is  to  deny 
the  very  essence  of  the  Christian  religion. 

To  the  world  of  today,  bereft  of 
spiritual  power,  we  have  a  hope  giving 
message.  A  new  day  of  spiritual  power 
has  dawned  upon  the  world.  A  new 
prophet  has  arisen.  A  new  dispensation  of 
the  Gospel  has  been  inaugurated. 

Priceless  Gift 

Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet  of  the  new 
day,  through  his  sublime  faith  and  sincere 
devotion  so  purified  his  spirit  that  he  was 
permitted  to  see  God  and  hear  the*  voice 
that  stilled  the  storm  and  stayed  the  wave. 
Through  his  obedience  to  divine  law,  re¬ 
vealed  anew,  he  received  the  ineffable  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  attained  to  the 
full  measure  of  the  spiritual  life.  He 
bequeathed  this  priceless  gift  to  his  fol¬ 
lowers.  This  was  his  most  distinctive 
contribution  to  modern  religion. 

In  November  1839,  Joseph  Smith  went 
to  Washington,  D.  C.  to  confer  with 
President  Martin  Van  Buren  regarding 
the  persecution  that  had  been  suffered  by 
the  Saints  in  Missouri.  While  the  two 
were  in  conference  Mr.  Van  Buren  asked 
the  prophet  the  pertinent  question: 

"What  is  the  difference  between  your 
people  and  other  religious  people?” 

Joseph  Smith  replied  in  one  short  sen¬ 
tence.  "We  have  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.”  This  terse  sentence  contains  a 
whole  volume.  In  effect  the  Prophet 
said  : 

"Jesus  Christ  brought  into  the  world  the 
light  of  light,  the  life  of  life  and  the 
power  of  power — the  power  of  the  Holy 


Ghost  through  the  inspiration  of  which 
human  souls  are  enlightened,  awakened 
and  transformed  and  made  spiritual.  That 
light,  life  and  power  was  lost  to  the  world 
through  the  paganization  of  the  Christian 
religion.  But,  I,  through  my  faith  and 
prayer  have  brought  back  to  the  world 
the  unspeakable  gift  of  the  spiritual  life. 
This  is  my  most  distinctive  bequest  to  my 
generation.” 

A  simple  incident  in  the  life  of  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  will  aid  us  in  understanding, 
by  comparison,  the  truth  I  am  trying  to 
make  clear.  In  the  seventeenth  century 
while  Mr.  Newton  was  doing  his  pro¬ 
found  thinking  that  revolutionized  the 
thought  of  the  world,  he  was  led  to  think 
about  the  nature  of  light.  As  he  thought 
about  the  subject  he  cut  a  hole  in  the  blind 
of  his  apartment  with  his  pen  knife.  A 
ray  of  light  shot  through  the  apperture  in 
the  blind.  Mr.  Newton  held  a  triangular 
piece  of  glass  in  the  streak  of  light;  and 
instantly  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow 
were  reflected  in  resplendent  glory.  For 
the  first  time  the  brain  of  man  compre¬ 
hended  the  beautiful  truth  that  all  the 
colors  of  the  universe  are  locked  up  in  the 
bosom  of  a  ray  of  light.  It  was  a  sig¬ 
nificant  discovery.  It  led  to  the  discovery 
of  the  spectroscope,  the  delicate  instrument 
with  which  the  modern  astronomer  now 
reads  the  rocks  of  a  billion  worlds  and 
tells  us  of  what  stuff  they  are  made. 

Joseph  Smith  did  something  compar¬ 
able  to  what  Newton  did  in  the  realm  of 
physical  light.  What  the  prophet  did, 
however,  was  infinitely  greater  than  the 
scientist’s  achievement.  Joseph  Smith 
caught  from  the  heavens  the  white  light 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  brought  it  back  to 
the  world.  He  made  it  to  shine  through 
purified  human  souls;  and  there  has  been 
reflected  from  these  fine  souls,  in  trans¬ 
cending  glory,  all  the  elements  of  moral 
greatness  and  all  the  graces  of  spiritual 
grandeur.  And  thus  be  brought  back  to 
the  world  the  fifth  dimension  of  life  and 
culture. 

My  serene  Spirit-kindled  light 

Safely  guards  and  guides  my  feet 
Through  storm  and  gloom  at  noon  and  night 

Along  Life's  dark  and  treacherous  street. 

My  ever-glowing  inner  flame 

Gives  me  a  glimpse  of  Truth's  high  goal/ 
Evokes  the  joy  too  deep  to  name 

And  brings  the  rest  that  rests  the  soul. 
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My  precious  gift  of  Heaven's  life 
Mingling  pure  love  with  peace  and  light, 
Stirs  my  soul  with  glory  rife, 

Of  the  deathless  reign  of  truth  and  right. 

That  is  not  poetry.  It  is  just  a  bit  of 
my  homely  rhyme  into  which  I  have 
woven  the  deepest  and  sweetest  feelings  of 
my  soul.  For  I  know  as  I  know  that  I 
live  that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  light  and  life, 
emanating  from  the  presence  of  God;  and 
when  our  hearts  are  clean  and  that  Spirit 
shines  into  our  souls  we  feel  the  presence  of 
God;  and  when  we  feel  his  presence  we 
have  the  joy  that  is  joy — the  joy  of  the 
Gods. 


THE  SALT  LAKE  TEMPLE 


In  the  year  1847,  even  before  descend¬ 
ing  down  into  the  sun-baked  valley  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake,  Brigham  Young  had  had 
visions  of  Temple  spires  rising  out  of  the 
desert.  He  knew  the  exact  spot  where  it 
was  to  be  built  and  had  seen  in  a  vision 
the  shape  that  the  building  should  take. 
The  foundations  of  the  temple  are  sixteen 
feet  thick  at  the  base,  the  walls  vary  in 
thickness  from  nine  to  six  feet.  The  tem¬ 
ple  was  built  at  a  time  when  the  very  ex¬ 
istence  of  its  builders  was  threatened  with 
famine  and  hunger.  One  would  think  that 
under  such  conditions  the  building  would 
have  been  made  of  sun-dried  brick  or 
adobe.  But  no!  They  built  a  four  mil¬ 
lion  dollar  temple.  They  built  it  “to 
stand  through  the  Millenium. ”  It  is  built 
of  grey  granite  obtained  from  a  quarry 
that  is  twenty  miles  distant.  Four  days 
were  required  to  haul  a  load  of  granite 
from  the  quarry  to  the  temple. 

The  pioneering  spirit  that  ruled  among 
those  people  is  now  thought  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  things  that  ever  moved  the 
heart  of  man.  Said  Brigham  Young, 
“Build  not  for  today;  not  for  tomorrow; 
but  for  all  eternity.” — Dean  A.  Ellsworth , 
in  Cumorah’s  Southern  Messenger . 


JOYS  OF  PIONEERING 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Cal. 

Many  of  us,  as  Latter-day  Saints,  have 
pioneer  heritages.  Most  of  us,  perhaps, 
have  had  passed  down  to  us — either  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly — blessings  and  priv- 
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ileges  from  the  early  Mormon  pioneers. 
But  how  many  of  us  have  actually  done 
any  pioneering  on  our  own  account? 

Years  ago  the  writer  was  a  member  of 
a  large  L.  D.  S.  ward  in  central  Utah. 
This  ward  contained  approximately  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  members.  The  writer  re¬ 
calls  vividly  his  feelings  when  he  accepted 
a  church  position  in  that  ward.  It  seemed 
a  shame  to  deprive  some  one  else  of  the 
privileges  and  blessings  which  always  go 
with  any  church  work  well  done.  For 
there  were  literally  dozens  of  members  of 
that  ward  who  had  no  church  work  to  do 
in  any  official  capacity.  And  any  one  of 
those  members  could  have  done  the  work 
to  which  the  writer  was  assigned,  equally 
well  or  perhaps  better  than  he  was  able 
to  do  it. 

A  short  time  later  the  writer,  because 
of  his  wife’s  failing  health,  took  up  his 
residence  in  southern  Arizona.  As  some 
of  my  readers  may  know,  this  part  of 
Arizona  is  in  the  mission  field  of  the 
Church.  The  L.  D.  S.  groups  or  branches 
in  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard  are 
comparatively  small  and  inexperienced. 
And  how  different  the  outlook!  It  was 
the  difference  between  home  work  and 
pioneering.  Instead  of  the  feeling  that 
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My  precious  gift  of  Heaven's  life 
Mingling  pure  love  with  peace  and  light; 
Stirs  my  soul  with  glory  rife, 

Of  the  deathless  reign  of  truth  and  right. 

That  is  not  poetry.  It  is  just  a  bit  of 
my  homely  rhyme  into  which  I  have 
woven  the  deepest  and  sweetest  feelings  of 
my  soul.  For  I  know  as  I  know  that  I 
live  that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  light  and  life, 
emanating  from  the  presence  of  God;  and 
when  our  hearts  are  clean  and  that  Spirit 
shines  into  our  souls  we  feel  the  presence  of 
God;  and  when  we  feel  his  presence  we 
have  the  joy  that  is  joy — the  joy  of  the 
Gods. 


THE  SALT  LAKE  TEMPLE 


In  the  year  1847,  even  before  descend¬ 
ing  down  into  the  sun-baked  valley  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake,  Brigham  Young  had  had 
visions  of  Temple  spires  rising  out  of  the 
desert.  He  knew  the  exact  spot  where  it 
was  to  be  built  and  had  seen  in  a  vision 
the  shape  that  the  building  should  take. 
The  foundations  of  the  temple  are  sixteen 
feet  thick  at  the  base,  the  walls  vary  in 
thickness  from  nine  to  six  feet.  The  tem¬ 
ple  was  built  at  a  time  when  the  very  ex¬ 
istence  of  its  builders  was  threatened  with 
famine  and  hunger.  One  would  think  that 
under  such  conditions  the  building  would 
have  been  made  of  sun-dried  brick  or 
adobe.  But  no!  They  built  a  four  mil¬ 
lion  dollar  temple.  They  built  it  “to 
stand  through  the  Millenium. ”  It  is  built 
of  grey  granite  obtained  from  a  quarry 
that  is  twenty  miles  distant.  Four  days 
were  required  to  haul  a  load  of  granite 
from  the  quarry  to  the  temple. 

The  pioneering  spirit  that  ruled  among 
those  people  is  now  thought  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  things  that  ever  moved  the 
heart  of  man.  Said  Brigham  Young, 
“Build  not  for  today;  not  for  tomorrow; 
but  for  all  eternity." — Dean  A.  Ellsworth , 
in  Cumorah’ s  Southern  Messenger . 


JOYS  OF  PIONEERING 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  Cal. 

Many  of  us,  as  Latter-day  Saints,  have 
pioneer  heritages.  Most  of  us,  perhaps, 
have  had  passed  down  to  us — either  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly — blessings  and  priv- 
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ileges  from  the  early  Mormon  pioneers. 
But  how  many  of  us  have  actually  done 
any  pioneering  on  our  own  account? 

Years  ago  the  writer  was  a  member  of 
a  large  L.  D.  S.  ward  in  central  Utah. 
This  ward  contained  approximately  thir¬ 
teen  hundred  members.  The  writer  re¬ 
calls  vividly  his  feelings  when  he  accepted 
a  church  position  in  that  ward.  It  seemed 
a  shame  to  deprive  some  one  else  of  the 
privileges  and  blessings  which  always  go 
with  any  church  work  well  done.  For 
there  were  literally  dozens  of  members  of 
that  ward  who  had  no  church  work  to  do 
in  any  official  capacity.  And  any  one  of 
those  members  could  have  done  the  work 
to  which  the  writer  was  assigned,  equally 
well  or  perhaps  better  than  he  was  able 
to  do  it. 

A  short  time  later  the  writer,  because 
of  his  wife's  failing  health,  took  up  his 
residence  in  southern  Arizona.  As  some 
of  my  readers  may  know,  this  part  of 
Arizona  is  in  the  mission  field  of  the 
Church.  The  L.  D.  S.  groups  or  branches 
in  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard  are 
comparatively  small  and  inexperienced. 
And  how  different  the  outlook!  It  was 
the  difference  between  home  work  and 
pioneering.  Instead  of  the  feeling  that 
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you  were  depriving  some  one  else  of  priv¬ 
ileges  and  blessings,  there  was  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  Lord  was  working  through 
you  in  a  manner  which  could  not  easily 
be  dispensed  with.  There  was  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  your  assistance  was  badly  need¬ 
ed.  And  the  corresponding  assurance  that 
the  Lord  was  bringing  to  pass  much  good 
through  your  efforts.  Then  too,  there 
were  the  missionaries  to  entertain, — your 
privilege  to  help  and  to  be  helped  by  them. 
This,  in  itself,  is  an  experience  which  few 
Latter-day  Saints  in  the  home  field  can  ap¬ 
preciate.  For  even  to  Latter-day  Saints 
who  have  filled  missions  and  returned  to 
the  home  field,  there  is  a  new  point  of 
view; — the  privilege  of  seeing  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  action  objectively,  but  with  a 
close-up  view.  It  is  as  though  one  were 
seeing  his  own  missionary  experiences  all 
over  again — but  objectively  instead  of  sub¬ 
jectively. 

Yet  even  in  southern  Arizona  there 
were  certain  things  lacking  to  complete  the 
joys  of  pioneering.  For  in  the  mission 
field  of  Arizona  the  writer  found  an  L. 
D.  S.  chapel  built,  and  dedicated,  and  ready 
for  use.  The  term  "‘lacking"  is  used  ad¬ 
visedly.  Surely  it  was  pleasant,  conveni¬ 
ent,  and  inspirational  to  sit  down  in  a 
new  chapel  and  enjoy  it.  The  things 
lacking  were  those  which  go  with  the  pi¬ 
oneer  spirit.  The  feeling  that  one  had 
helped  to  establish  a  chapel  in  which  the 
true  Gospel  might  be  preached  was  absent. 
The  pioneering  was  largely  accomplished. 

Hence  the  writer  appreciates  beyond 
measure  his  new  situation.  For,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  new  health  for  himself  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family,  the  writer  finds  an 
opportunity  to  assist  in  the  planning, 
building,  and  establishing  of  an  L.  D.  S. 
chapel  where  there  was  none  before.  An 
opportunity  to  help  make  converts  to  the 
restored  Gospl  in  a  new  and  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  community.  An  opportunity  to  use 
the  few  talents  which  God  has  given  him 
in  a  virgin  settlement  where  a  few  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  already  making  their  homes, 
and  trying  to  live  their  religion. 

If,  therefore,  any  of  the  readers  of  this 
article  have  deemed  themselves  children  of 
misfortune  because  it  has  been  their  lot  to 
be  pioneers  for  the  sake  of  the  restored 
Gospel,  let  them  remember  that  they  are 
also  pioneers  for  their  own  good.  Let 
them  remember  the  words  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  who  was  himself  one  of  the  great 


church  pioneers  of  history — "For  we  know 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  even  to  them  that  are 
called  according  to  His  purpose."  (Rom. 
8:28). 

THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 

On  the  sixth  of  April,  1830,  Joseph 
Smith  and  a  few  associates  effected  an  or¬ 
ganization  which  has  taken  the  name  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  Our  Lord,  Himself,  had  been 
among  men  and  set  up  such  an  organiza¬ 
tion  eighteen  hundred  years  before,  and 
there  are  now  extant  so-called  Christian 
churches  numbering  into  the  hundreds. 
Why  the  need  of  a  new  church? 

This  action  was  justified  by  declaring 
that  the  organization  established  by  the 
Savior  of  the  world  had  gone  into  apos¬ 
tasy,  wasted  away  and  become  extinct; 
that  all  the  so-called  Christian  churches 
then  functioning  were  man-made  organ¬ 
izations  lacking  divine  origin  and  devoid 
of  authority  to  officiate  in  the  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel.  A  bold  and  sweeping 
statement  this,  but  even  more  astonish¬ 
ing  is  its  sequal — that  God  has  again 
shown  Himself  to  man,  that  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  has  been  restored  to  earth  and 
with  it  the  Priesthood  and  power  to  of¬ 
ficiate  in  its  ordinances. 

Of  such  grave  import  is  this  amazing 
announcment  that  it  challanges  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  Christian  world.  If  it 
is  true,  the  foudation  stones  are  torn  from 
under  the  churches  of  Christendom.  If 
false,  then  there  can  be  no  justification 
for  what  the  world  calls  "Mormonism." 

The  coming  of  our  Lord  in  the  meridian 
of  time,  His  atoning  sacrifice  and  the  es¬ 
tablishing  of  His  work  of  redemption  were 
foreshadowed  in  the  old  Scripture.  Jesus 
gave  His  life  for  the  cause  of  truth,  and 
the  disciples,  many  of  them,  did  likewise. 
Is  there  anything  in  holy  writ  that  would 
indicate  that  the  organization  set  up  by 
the  Savior  of  the  world,  and  officered  by 
apostles  and  prophets  of  His  own  choosing 
should  be  thrown  down  and  come  to 
naught? 

The  Apostasy  Foretold 

Isaiah  saw  the  time  when  the  earth 
would  be  defiled  under  the  inhabitants 
thereof: 
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you  were  depriving  some  one  else  of  priv¬ 
ileges  and  blessings,  there  was  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  Lord  was  working  through 
you  in  a  manner  which  could  not  easily 
be  dispensed  with.  There  was  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  your  assistance  was  badly  need¬ 
ed.  And  the  corresponding  assurance  that 
the  Lord  was  bringing  to  pass  much  good 
through  your  efforts.  Then  too,  there 
were  the  missionaries  to  entertain, — your 
privilege  to  help  and  to  be  helped  by  them. 
This,  in  itself,  is  an  experience  which  few 
Latter-day  Saints  in  the  home  field  can  ap¬ 
preciate.  For  even  to  Latter-day  Saints 
who  have  filled  missions  and  returned  to 
the  home  field,  there  is  a  new  point  of 
view ; — the  privilege  of  seeing  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  action  objectively,  but  with  a 
close-up  view.  It  is  as  though  one  were 
seeing  his  own  missionary  experiences  all 
over  again — but  objectively  instead  of  sub¬ 
jectively. 

Yet  even  in  southern  Arizona  there 
were  certain  things  lacking  to  complete  the 
joys  of  pioneering.  For  in  the  mission 
field  of  Arizona  the  writer  found  an  L. 
D.  S.  chapel  built,  and  dedicated,  and  ready 
for  use.  The  term  '‘lacking”  is  used  ad¬ 
visedly.  Surely  it  was  pleasant,  conveni¬ 
ent,  and  inspirational  to  sit  down  in  a 
new  chapel  and  enjoy  it.  The  things 
lacking  were  those  which  go  with  the  pi¬ 
oneer  spirit.  The  feeling  that  one  had 
helped  to  establish  a  chapel  in  which  the 
true  Gospel  might  be  preached  was  absent. 
The  pioneering  was  largely  accomplished. 

Hence  the  writer  appreciates  beyond 
measure  his  new  situation.  For,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  new  health  for  himself  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family,  the  writer  finds  an 
opportunity  to  assist  in  the  planning, 
building,  and  establishing  of  an  L.  D.  S. 
chapel  where  there  was  none  before.  An 
opportunity  to  help  make  converts  to  the 
restored  Gospl  in  a  new  and  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  community.  An  opportunity  to  use 
the  few  talents  which  God  has  given  him 
in  a  virgin  settlement  where  a  few  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  already  making  their  homes, 
and  trying  to  live  their  religion. 

If,  therefore,  any  of  the  readers  of  this 
article  have  deemed  themselves  children  of 
misfortune  because  it  has  been  their  lot  to 
be  pioneers  for  the  sake  of  the  restored 
Gospel,  let  them  remember  that  they  are 
also  pioneers  for  their  own  good.  Let 
them  remember  the  words  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  who  was  himself  one  of  the  great 


church  pioneers  of  history — “For  we  know 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  even  to  them  that  are 
called  according  to  His  purpose.”  (Rom. 
8:28). 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 

On  the  sixth  of  April,  1830,  Joseph 
Smith  and  a  few  associates  effected  an  or¬ 
ganization  which  has  taken  the  name  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  Our  Lord,  Himself,  had  been 
among  men  and  set  up  such  an  organiza¬ 
tion  eighteen  hundred  years  before,  and 
there  are  now  extant  so-called  Christian 
churches  numbering  into  the  hundreds. 
Why  the  need  of  a  new  church? 

This  action  was  justified  by  declaring 
that  the  organization  established  by  the 
Savior  of  the  world  had  gone  into  apos¬ 
tasy,  wasted  away  and  become  extinct; 
that  all  the  so-called  Christian  churches 
then  functioning  were  man-made  organ¬ 
izations  lacking  divine  origin  and  devoid 
of  authority  to  officiate  in  the  ordinances 
of  the  Gospel.  A  bold  and  sweeping 
statement  this,  but  even  more  astonish¬ 
ing  is  its  sequal — that  God  has  again 
shown  Himself  to  man,  that  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  has  been  restored  to  earth  and 
with  it  the  Priesthood  and  power  to  of¬ 
ficiate  in  its  ordinances. 

Of  such  grave  import  is  this  amazing 
announcment  that  it  challanges  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  Christian  world.  If  it 
is  true,  the  foudation  stones  are  torn  from 
under  the  churches  of  Christendom.  If 
false,  then  there  can  be  no  justification 
for  what  the  world  calls  “Mormonism.” 

The  coming  of  our  Lord  in  the  meridian 
of  time,  His  atoning  sacrifice  and  the  es¬ 
tablishing  of  His  work  of  redemption  were 
foreshadowed  in  the  old  Scripture.  Jesus 
gave  His  life  for  the  cause  of  truth,  and 
the  disciples,  many  of  them,  did  likewise. 
Is  there  anything  in  holy  writ  that  would 
indicate  that  the  organization  set  up  by 
the  Savior  of  the  world,  and  officered  by 
apostles  and  prophets  of  His  own  choosing 
should  be  thrown  down  and  come  to 
naught? 

The  Apostasy  Foretold 

Isaiah  saw  the  time  when  the  earth 
would  be  defiled  under  the  inhabitants 
thereof: 
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because  they  have  transgressed  the  laws, 
changed  the  ordinance,  broken  the  everlast¬ 
ing  covenant.  -  Isaiah  24:5. 

The  prophet  could  not  have  referred  to 
the  apostasy  of  the  Jews  and  the  Mosaic 
Law,  for  nowhere  is  that  law  termed  an 
“everlasting  covenant/1  Paul  speaks  of 
it  distinctly  as  a  “schoolmaster  to  bring 
us  to  Christ/’  and  our  Lord  many  times 
announced  that  he  came  to  fulfill  the  law. 
The  Law  found  its  termination  in  the 
Gospel  which  is  itself  the  “everlasting 
covenant”  between  God  and  His  people. 
This,  Isaiah  saw,  would  be  broken  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  who  would 
also  change  its  ordinances. 

Note  the  words  of  the  Lord  to  the  pro¬ 
phet  Amos: 

Behold,  the  days  come,  sayeth  the  Lord 
God,  that  I  will  send  a  famine  in  the  land, 
not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water, 
but  of  hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord,-  And 
they  shall  wander  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from 
the  north  even  to  the  east,  they  shall  run 
to  and  fro  to  seek  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
shall  not  find  it. -Amos  8:11,  12. 

Does  not  a  condition  such  as  this  in¬ 
dicate  the  withdrawel  of  “the  word  of  the 
Lord”  from  the  earth?  Surely  if  the 
Church  of  Christ  were  upon  the  earth 
with  divinely  appointed  officers  as  He 
placed  in  it,  there  would  be  some  to  sup¬ 
ply  “the  word  of  the  Lord.” 

Did  Jesus  see  a  time  when  the  people 
would  turn  away  from  the  wprk  He 
was  establishing?  Certainly  the  picture 
He  drew  for  His  disciples  was  not  a 
bright  and  promising  one.  He  said: 

Then  shall  they  deliver  you  up  to  be  af¬ 
flicted  and  shall  kill  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
hated  of  all  nations  for  my  name's  sake.  And 
then  shall  many  be  offended,  and  shall  be¬ 
tray  one  another,  and  shall  hate  one  another. 
And  many  false  prophets  shall  arise,  and 
shall  deceive  many.  And  because  iniquity 
shall  abound,  the  love  of  many  shall  wax 
cold.  -Matthew  24:9-12.  Read  also  Matt. 
10:16-18,  Mark  13:9,  Luke  21:12,  John  9:22, 
12:42,  15:18-20,  16:2,  3. 

What  vision  of  the  future  had  been 
given  to  Paul  which  prompted  his  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  elders  of  ephesus?  Read  Acts 
20:17  to  end,  for  beauty  in  pathos  and 
get  the  key  from  the  29th  and  30th  verses: 

For  I  know  this,  that  after  my  departing 


shall  grievous  wolves  enter  in  among  you, 
not  sparing  the  flock.  Also  of  your  own 
selves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  perverse 
things,  to  draw  away  disciples  after  them. 

The  same  dark  picture  prompted  the 
apostle  to  write  to  Timothy  telling  him: 

In  the  latter  times  some  shall  depart  from 
the  faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits, 
and  doctrines  of  devils.  Speaking  lies  in  hy¬ 
pocrisy,  having  their  conscience  seared  with 
a  hot  iron,  forbidding  to  marry,  and  com¬ 
manding  to  abstain  from  meats. -I  Timothy 
4:1-3. 

In  a  second  letter  he  pleads  with  the 
disciple  to  preach  the  word  incessently: 

For  the  time  will  come  when  they  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  after  their 
own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  themselves 
teachers,  having  itching  ears,  And  they 
shall  surn  away  their  ears  from  the  truth,  and 
shall  be  turned  unto  fables. -II  Tim.  4:3,  4. 

How  positively  such  statements  express 
the  anxiety  of  the  apostle  as  to  the  fidelity 
of  the  Church  and  reflect  the  picture  of 
turning  which  he  sees  in  the  future! 

Agan  listen  to  his  unqualified  statement 
to  the  Thessalonian  saints: 

Let  no  man  deceive  you  by  any  means, 
for  that  day  (the  day  of  the  Lord)  shall  not 
come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  first. 
-II  Thes.  2:3. 

Peter  also  was  given  a  view  of  the 
decadence  into  which  the  Church  should 
pass.  Hear  him  in  his  second  epistle  gen¬ 
eral  to  the  Saints: 

But  there  were  false  propheis  also  among 
the  people,  even  as  there  shall  be  talse 
teachers  among  you,  who  privily  shall  bring 
in  damnable  heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord 
that  bought  them,  and  bring  upon  them¬ 
selves  swift  destruction.  And  many  shall 
follow  their  pernicious  ways,  by  reason  of 
whom  the  way  of  truth  shall  be  evil  spoken 
of.  And  through  covetousness  shall  they 
with  feigned  words  make  merchandise  of 
of  you. -II  Peter  2:1-3. 

John  in  his  vision  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos, 

Saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst  of 
heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred, 
and  tongue,  and  people,  Saying 
with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God,  and  give  glory 
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lo  him/  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is 
come/  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven, 
and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of 
waters.  -  Revelation  14:6,  7. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  an  angel  would 
not  fly  from  heaven  with  the  Gospel  to 
preach  on  earth  if  that  Gospel  were  already 
here;  and  cry  to  men  to  worship  the 
living  God  who  had  made  heaven  and 
earth  if  that  were  the  God  then  being  wor¬ 
shipped.  But  to  a  world  in  spiritual 
darkness  without  the  light  of  the  Gospel 
as  a  saving  plan,  a  world  to  whom  the 
true  God  had  become  lost  in  spiritual  fog 
and  pagan  mystery,  such  a  visit  and  such  a 
cry  would  be  most  fitting  indeed. 

Apostasy  In  Progress 

Not  only  do  we  find  in  the  Bible  pro¬ 
phetic  utterances  indicating  that  an  apos¬ 
tasy  is  to  come  but  we  also  read  that  it 
is  in  actual  progress  in  the  apostolic  days. 

In  sorrow  and  disappointment  Paul 
writes  to  the  Galatian  saints  and  marvels 
that  they, 

are  so  soon  removed  from  him  that  called 
you  into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  another 
gospel,*  Which  is  not  another/  (for  there  is 
but  one  true  Gospel)  but  there  be  some  that 
trouble  you  and  would  pervert  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  -  Galatians  1:6-9. 

Of  such  import  was  the  Gospel  plan  as 
given  by  the  apostle  to  the  saints  and  so 
serious  was  their  turning  from  its  precepts 
to  the  vain  philosophies  of  the  false  teach¬ 
ers  who  had  crept  in  among  them,  thatPaul 
proceeds  to  pronounce  a  curse  upon  any 
who  shall  preach  any  other  Gospel  than 
that  which  he  had  preached  to  them. 

In  a  letter  to  Timothy,  Paul  pleads  with 
him  to, 

Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  which 
thou  hast  heard  of  me  (for)  Thou  knowest 
that  all  they  in  Asia  be  turned  away  from 
me. -II  Timothy  1:13-15. 

Jude,  the  brother  of  James  in  writing  to 
the  saints  warns  them  to, 

Earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.  For  there  are 
certain  men  crept  in  unawares  ....  turning 
the  grace  of  God  into  lasciviousness,  and 
denying  the  only  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. -Jude  3,4. 

But  he  adds  a  comment  that  this  con¬ 
dition  should  really  be  expected  for  the 


apostles  had  foretold  that  such  should  be. 
See  verses  1 7  and  18. 

The  Revelation  of  St.  John  written 
while  in  exile  on  Patmos  was  directed  to 
only  seven  churches  of  Asia.  If  there  were 
any  other  branches  of  the  Church  yet 
surviving  at  that  late  date  in  apostolic 
times,  they  had  so  far  departed  from 
Christian  faith  and  practice  as  to  be  ig¬ 
nored  by  the  Revelator.  In  the  second 
chapter  of  the  Revelation  we  find  evidence 
of  false  apostles  having  crept  in  among 
even  the  sevefi  churches  that  remained. 
In  Dummelow’s  commentary  we  read 
that  even  these  "were  infected  by  heresy 
and  worldliness. ” 

Surely  the  scriptures  offer  abundant 
evidence  of  a  foreseen  and  then  accom¬ 
plished  decadence  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
as  estiblished  by  Him  in  the  meridian 
of  time.  In  a  future  discussion  we  shall 
present  other  evidence. 

(To  Be  Continued) 


OUR  FRIENDS 


If  nobody  smiled  and  nobody  cheered 
And  nobody  helped  us  along,- 
If  every  man  looked  after  only  himself 
And  good  things  went  alone  to  the  strong. 

If  nobody  cared  a  little  for  you, 

And  nobody  thought  about  me, 

And  we  all  stood  alone  in  the  battle  of  life, 
What  a  dreary  old  world  this  would  be. 

Life  is  sweet  because  of  friends  we  have 
made 

And  the  things  which  in  common  we 
share, 

We  want  to  live  on,  not  because  of  our¬ 
selves, 

But  because  of  the  people  who  care. 

Its  giving  and  doing  for  somebody  else 
On  which  life's  splendor  depends, 

And  the  joy  of  the  world  when  you've 
summed  it  all  up, 

Is  found  in  the  making  of  friends. 


MOTHERS  OF  MEN 


The  bravest  battle  that  ever  was  fought, 
Shall  I  tell  you  where  and  when? 
On  the  maps  of  the  world  you  will  find 
it  not; 

Twas  fought  by  the  Mothers  of  Men. 

— Joaquin  Miller. 
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lo  him/  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is 
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and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of 
waters.  -  Revelation  14:6,  7. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  an  angel  would 
not  fly  from  heaven  with  the  Gospel  to 
preach  on  earth  if  that  Gospel  were  already 
here;  and  cry  to  men  to  worship  the 
living  God  who  had  made  heaven  and 
earth  if  that  were  the  God  then  being  wor¬ 
shipped.  But  to  a  world  in  spiritual 
darkness  without  the  light  of  the  Gospel 
as  a  saving  plan,  a  world  to  whom  the 
true  God  had  become  lost  in  spiritual  fog 
and  pagan  mystery,  such  a  visit  and  such  a 
cry  would  be  most  fitting  indeed. 

Apostasy  In  Progress 

Not  only  do  we  find  in  the  Bible  pro¬ 
phetic  utterances  indicating  that  an  apos¬ 
tasy  is  to  come  but  we  also  read  that  it 
is  in  actual  progress  in  the  apostolic  days. 

In  sorrow  and  disappointment  Paul 
writes  to  the  Galatian  saints  and  marvels 
that  they, 

are  so  soon  removed  from  him  that  called 
you  into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  another 
gospel/  Which  is  not  another,-  (for  there  is 
but  one  true  Gospel)  but  there  be  some  that 
trouble  you  and  would  pervert  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  -  Galatians  1:6-9. 

Of  such  import  was  the  Gospel  plan  as 
given  by  the  apostle  to  the  saints  and  so 
serious  was  their  turning  from  its  precepts 
to  the  vain  philosophies  of  the  false  teach¬ 
ers  who  had  crept  in  among  them,  thatPauI 
proceeds  to  pronounce  a  curse  upon  any 
who  shall  preach  any  other  Gospel  than 
that  which  he  had  preached  to  them. 

In  a  letter  to  Timothy,  Paul  pleads  with 
him  to, 

Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  which 
thou  hast  heard  of  me  (for)  Thou  knowest 
that  all  they  in  Asia  be  turned  away  from 
me. -II  Timothy  1:13-15. 

Jude,  the  brother  of  James  in  writing  to 
the  saints  warns  them  to, 

Earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  which  was 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.  For  there  are 
certain  men  crept  in  unawares  ....  turning 
the  grace  of  God  into  lasciviousness,  and 
denying  the  only  Lord  God,  and  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. -Jude  3,4. 

But  he  adds  a  comment  that  this  con¬ 
dition  should  really  be  expected  for  the 


apostles  had  foretold  that  such  should  be. 
See  verses  1 7  and  18. 

The  Revelation  of  St.  John  written 
while  in  exile  on  Patmos  was  directed  to 
only  seven  churches  of  Asia.  If  there  were 
any  other  branches  of  the  Church  yet 
surviving  at  that  late  date  in  apostolic 
times,  they  had  so  far  departed  from 
Christian  faith  and  practice  as  to  be  ig¬ 
nored  by  the  Revelator.  In  the  second 
chapter  of  the  Revelation  we  find  evidence 
of  false  apostles  having  crept  in  among 
even  the  sevefi  churches  that  remained. 
In  Dummelow’s  commentary  we  read 
that  even  these  “were  infected  by  heresy 
and  worldliness. ” 

Surely  the  scriptures  offer  abundant 
evidence  of  a  foreseen  and  then  accom¬ 
plished  decadence  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
as  estiblished  by  Him  in  the  meridian 
of  time.  In  a  future  discussion  we  shall 
present  other  evidence. 
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If  every  man  looked  after  only  himself 
And  good  things  went  alone  to  the  strong. 

If  nobody  cared  a  little  for  you, 

And  nobody  thought  about  me, 

And  we  all  stood  alone  in  the  battle  of  life, 
What  a  dreary  old  world  this  would  be. 
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And  the  things  which  in  common  we 
share, 
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On  which  life's  splendor  depends, 
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Is  found  in  the  making  of  friends. 


MOTHERS  OF  MEN 


The  bravest  battle  that  ever  was  fought, 
Shall  I  tell  you  where  and  when? 
On  the  maps  of  the  world  you  will  find 
it  not; 

’Twas  fought  by  the  Mothers  of  Men. 

— Joaquin  Miller. 


Liohona  The  Elders9  Journal 


EZRA  L.  MARLEK,  Editor 

Published  Semi-Monthly  under  the  Auspices  of  the  American  Missions  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  by  Zion’s  Printing  and 
Publishing  Co.,  Independence,  Jackson  County,  Missouri 

Entered  as  Second-Class  Matter  at  the  Postoffice  in  Independence,  Mo.,  Feb.  19,  1919, 
under  Act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1897. 


8- 


Shall  it  be  “A  Happy  New  Year ? 


FATHER  TIME  is  continually  travel¬ 
ing  on.  By  the  system  of  measure¬ 
ments  used  by  man,  we  say  another 
year  has  passed.  In  the  lap  of  1938  was 
much  that  was  bright  and  fair — much  also 
that  was  bitter  and  hard  to  endure. 

Perhaps  the  most  helpful  thought  we 
could  have  regarding  the  year  that  has 
passed  is  that  whatever  fortune  it  brought, 
whether  good  or  ill,  was  but  the  natural 
harvest  of  an  earlier  planting.  Let  it  be 
hoped  that  the  planting  in  1938  was  such 
that  the  harvest  in  1939  may  be  more  to 
our  liking. 

Paul  the  Apostle  wrote  to  the  Galatian 
Saints: 

Be  not  deceived/  God  is  not  mocked/ 
for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that 
shall  he  also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to 
the  flesh,  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption,- 
but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of 
the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting. 

This  should  be  a  solemn  warning  to 
men  and  to  nations.  It  is  in  strict  accord 
with  the  genius  of  Mormon  teaching  that 
men  will  reap  the  reward  of  their  own  la¬ 
bors  and  be  judged  according  to  their  own 
works,  be  they  good  or  bad. 

In  the  year  that  has  passed  and  the 
years  recently  preceding  it,  it  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  declared  by  theologians,  scholars 
and  statesmen  alike  that  what  the  world 
needs  is  a  swing  towards  the.  spiritual  side 
of  life.  It  is  said  that  the  world  is  suf¬ 
fering  from  deficiency  diseases — starving 
for  spiritual  vitamines. 

It  is  tragic  to  see  individuals,  peoples  or 
nations  destroying  each  other  when  there 
is  at  hand  the  means  whereby  all  might 
live  and  be  happy.  If  the  world  could  but 
cease  its  frenzied  strife  long  enough  to  hear 
then  heed  the  invitation  of  the  Master, 
“Come  unto  me,  and  I  will  give  you 
peace,”  then  could  the  souls  of  men  be 
made  happy. 


Does  it  not  seem  strange  that  the  for¬ 
mula  for  happiness  given  near  two  thou¬ 
sand  years  ago  by  the  very  Son  of  God 
who  came  to  earth  to  live  with  men  and 
show  us  how  to  happily  live,  should  go 
so  long  untried  or  so  slightly  tested? 

The  prime  object  of  man’s  creation  was 
that  he  might  have  joy,  and  full  provision 
was  made  that  he  might  attain  it.  He  who 
had  traveled  the  road  and  knew  the  way, 
gave  us  a  chart  with  instructions  which 
if  followed  would  bring  joy  to  all.  When 
He  was  here  among  us  He  gave  a  very  brief 
epitome  of  the  whole  formula  in  these 
words: 

Thou  shall  love  Ihe  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with 
all  Ihy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like 
unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.  On  these  two  commandments  hang 
all  the  law  and  the  prophets.  -  Matt.  22: 
37-40. 

If  men  would  but  follow  that  direction 
all  would  have  plenty,  all  would  be  hap¬ 
py,  peace  would  reign  supreme  and  earth 
would  be  a  heaven.  There  would  be  no 
stealing,  no  robbing,  no  killing  —  there 
would  be  no  need  of  them  and  no  fears 
about  them.  Crime  would  be  banished 
and  the  1 5  billion  dollars  we  annually 
spend  in  this  country  alone  because  of  it, 
could  be  turned  to  lofty  purposes. 

Even  the  mere  semblance  of  pure  re¬ 
ligion  that  motivates  the  hearts  of  men 
now  has  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the  con¬ 
dition  of  society  as  all  who  think  must 
know.  This  wholesome  influence  is  re¬ 
flected  in  all  departments  of  life. 

The  Kansas  City  daily  press  recently  re¬ 
ported  the  findings  of  a  local  judge,  in 
whose  court  most  of  Kansas  City’s  di¬ 
vorce  cases  are  tried.  The  report  indicates 
that  divorces  are  alarmingly  increasing  and 
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marriages  decreasing.  Classification  and 
analysis  of  the  record  reveals  the  fact  that 
of  872  divorces  granted,  only  5  of  them 
were  to  couples  both  of  whom  were  regu¬ 
lar  attendants  at  church.  By  deduction 
we  may  reasonably  assume  that  the  great 
majority  of  these  872  couples  might  have 
continued  in  happy  homes  had  they  been 
mutually  anchored  spiritually. 

Similar  report  was  sometime  ago  issued 
by  Justice  Lewis  L.  Faucett  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  In  18  years  there  were  arraigned 
in  the  court  of  Justice  Faucett  “more  than 
4,000  boys  under  21  years  of  age,  charged 
with  various  crimes.  Of  this  large  num¬ 
ber  only  three  were  members  of  a  Sunday 
School  at  the  time  the  crime  was  com¬ 
mitted/' 

The  Lord  has  said: 

And  that  thou  mayest  more  fully  keep 
thyself  unspotted  from  the  world,  thou  shalt 
go  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  offer  up  thy 
sacraments  upon  my  holly  day;  For  verily 
this  is  a  day  appointed  unto  you  to  rest 
from  your  labors,  and  to  pay  thy  devotions 
unto  the  Most  High. -D.  &  C.  59:9-10. 

Regular  weekly  attendance  at  religious 
service  with  a  true  spirit  of  worship  would 
do  much  towards  making  the  world  hap¬ 
pier.  The  conscientious  living  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  two  great  commandments  would  com¬ 
plete  the  job. 

All  the  world  seeks  happiness  and  the 
Master  has  given  the  formula.  Why  not 
try  it  out  in  1939?  E.  L.  M. 


TWENTY-THREE  YEARS  IN  CINCINNATI 


This  is  the  title  of  a  48-page  brochure 
gotten  out  by  Elder  Charles  V.  Anderson 
of  Salt  Lake  City.  It  is  a  well  told  story, 
published  in  attractive  form,  of  the  build¬ 
ing-  of  the  Cincinnati  branch  over  which 
Elder  Anderson  presided  for  so  many 
years. 

A  recent  visit  and  short-term  mission 
to  Cincinnati  culminated  in  the  writing 
of  the  story.  The  booklet  sells  for  25c 
and  has  much  of  value,  particularly  to 
Cincinnati  members  and  friends. 


There  are  two  worlds:  the  world  that 
we  can  measure  with  line  and  rule,  and 
the  world  that  we  feel  with  our  hearts 
and  imagination. — Leigh  Hunt. 


OBEDIENCE  IMPELS  EFFECTS  FROM 
UNKNOWN  CAUSES 

By  O.  F.  URSENBACH,  Los  Angeles,  California,  Former 
Presidenl  of  French  Mission 

“Behold  to  obey  is  better  than  sacri¬ 
fice,  and  to  harken  than  the  fat  of  rams,” 
once  thundered  from  the  lips  of  Samuel  of 
old.  Not  order,  as  declared  by  Pope, 
but  obedience  is  the  first  law  of  heaven. 
Order  is  relative  to  obedience.  It  is 
obedience  to  essential  law  and  the  mandate 
of  power  that  brings  order  from  unor¬ 
ganized  elements. 

To  Joseph  Smith  the  Lord  said:  “There 
is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  be¬ 
fore  the  foundations  of  the  world,  upon 
which  all  blessings  are  predicated — and 
when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it 
is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which 
it  is  predicated.” 

Through  the  Atonement  of  Jesus 
Christ,  all  men  may  be  saved  by  obedience 
to  the  great  Plan  of  Salvation  designed  to 
redeem  this  and  an  infinite  number  of 
created  and  peopled  worlds. 

The  writer  has  frequently  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  such  questions  as,  how  can 
atonement  vicariously  atone,  baptism  efface 
sin,  or  resurrection  resurrect  human  beings 
from  the  grave?  These  questions  have 
invariably  come  from  men  of  learning, 
despite  the  fact  that  their  life  experiences 
teach  them  that  there  are  many  thousands 
of  effects  from  unknown  causes  daily 
presented  for  their  astonishment.  To 
elucidate: 

The  mystery  of  magnatism,  including 
capillary  attraction,  the  wonders  of  the 
mariner's  compass  with  its  diurnals,  dip 
of  the  needle,  the  wondrous  north  polar 
centers,  one  on  the  Boothian  peninsula 
and  another  in  Siberia;  then  the  fact  that 
since  the  days  of  Columbus  the  Siberian 
pole  has  travelled  Eastward  nearly  a  thous¬ 
and  miles.  Comes  next  electricity  with  its 
complexities  of  myterious  behavior,  em¬ 
bracing  light,  power,  radio-activity  and  a 
thousand  other  effects,  the  whole  of  which 
is  bathed  in  mystery  as  to  its  physics. 

In  horticulture  the  mystery  of  fruit  pro¬ 
duction  wherein  a  sour  gooseberry  bush 
and  sweet  current  will  grow  side  by  side, 
roots  entwined  around  each  other  and 
perhaps  an  actual  transmission  of  sap; 
yet  each  bush  will  produce  its  bloom  of 
distinct  aroma,  and  fruit  of  each  peculiar 
nectar.  Consider  the  peach  that  a  few 
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marriages  decreasing.  Classification  and 
analysis  of  the  record  reveals  the  fact  that 
of  872  divorces  granted,  only  5  of  them 
were  to  couples  both  of  whom  were  regu¬ 
lar  attendants  at  church.  By  deduction 
we  may  reasonably  assume  that  the  great 
majority  of  these  872  couples  might  have 
continued  in  happy  homes  had  they  been 
mutually  anchored  spiritually. 

Similar  report  was  sometime  ago  issued 
by  Justice  Lewis  L.  Faucett  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  In  18  years  there  were  arraigned 
in  the  court  of  Justice  Faucett  “more  than 
4,000  boys  under  21  years  of  age,  charged 
with  various  crimes.  Of  this  large  num¬ 
ber  only  three  were  members  of  a  Sunday 
School  at  the  time  the  crime  was  com¬ 
mitted." 

The  Lord  has  said: 

And  that  thou  mayest  more  fully  keep 
thyself  unspotted  from  the  world,  thou  shalt 
go  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  offer  up  thy 
sacraments  upon  my  holly  day;  For  verily 
this  is  a  day  appointed  unto  you  to  rest 
from  your  labors,  and  to  pay  thy  devotions 
unto  the  Most  High.-D.  &  C.  59:9-10. 

Regular  weekly  attendance  at  religious 
service  with  a  true  spirit  of  worship  would 
do  much  towards  making  the  world  hap¬ 
pier.  The  conscientious  living  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  two  great  commandments  would  com¬ 
plete  the  job. 

All  the  world  seeks  happiness  and  the 
Master  has  given  the  formula.  Why  not 
try  it  out  in  1 939?  E.  L.  M. 


TWENTY-THREE  YEARS  IN  CINCINNATI 


This  is  the  title  of  a  48-page  brochure 
gotten  out  by  Elder  Charles  V.  Anderson 
of  Salt  Lake  City.  It  is  a  well  told  story, 
published  in  attractive  form,  of  the  build¬ 
ing-  of  the  Cincinnati  branch  over  which 
Elder  Anderson  presided  for  so  many 
years. 

A  recent  visit  and  short-term  mission 
to  Cincinnati  culminated  in  the  writing 
of  the  story.  The  booklet  sells  for  25c 
and  has  much  of  value,  particularly  to 
Cincinnati  members  and  friends. 


There  are  two  worlds:  the  world  that 
we  can  measure  with  line  and  rule,  and 
the  world  that  we  feel  with  our  hearts 
and  imagination. — Leigh  Hunt . 


OBEDIENCE  IMPELS  EFFECTS  FROM 
UNKNOWN  CAUSES 

By  O.  F.  URSENBACH,  Los  Angeles,  California,  Former 
President  of  French  Mission 

“Behold  to  obey  is  better  than  sacri¬ 
fice,  and  to  harken  than  the  fat  of  rams," 
once  thundered  from  the  lips  of  Samuel  of 
old.  Not  order,  as  declared  by  Pope, 
but  obedience  is  the  first  law  of  heaven. 
Order  is  relative  to  obedience.  It  is 
obedience  to  essential  law  and  the  mandate 
of  power  that  brings  order  from  unor¬ 
ganized  elements. 

To  Joseph  Smith  the  Lord  said:  “There 
is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  be¬ 
fore  the  foundations  of  the  world,  upon 
which  all  blessings  are  predicated — and 
when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it 
is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which 
it  is  predicated." 

Through  the  Atonement  of  Jesus 
Christ,  all  men  may  be  saved  by  obedience 
to  the  great  Plan  of  Salvation  designed  to 
redeem  this  and  an  infinite  number  of 
created  and  peopled  worlds. 

The  writer  has  frequently  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  such  questions  as,  how  can 
atonement  vicariously  atone,  baptism  efface 
sin,  or  resurrection  resurrect  human  beings 
from  the  grave?  These  questions  have 
invariably  come  from  men  of  learning, 
despite  the  fact  that  their  life  experiences 
teach  them  that  there  are  many  thousands 
of  effects  from  unknown  causes  daily 
presented  for  their  astonishment.  To 
elucidate: 

The  mystery  of  magnatism,  including 
capillary  attraction,  the  wonders  of  the 
mariner’s  compass  with  its  diurnals,  dip 
of  the  needle,  the  wondrous  north  polar 
centers,  one  on  the  Boothian  peninsula 
and  another  in  Siberia;  then  the  fact  that 
since  the  days  of  Columbus  the  Siberian 
pole  has  travelled  Eastward  nearly  a  thous¬ 
and  miles.  Comes  next  electricity  with  its 
complexities  of  myterious  behavior,  em¬ 
bracing  light,  power,  radio-activity  and  a 
thousand  other  effects,  the  whole  of  which 
is  bathed  in  mystery  as  to  its  physics. 

In  horticulture  the  mystery  of  fruit  pro¬ 
duction  wherein  a  sour  gooseberry  bush 
and  sweet  current  will  grow  side  by  side, 
roots  entwined  around  each  other  and 
perhaps  an  actual  transmission  of  sap; 
yet  each  bush  will  produce  its  bloom  of 
distinct  aroma,  and  fruit  of  each  peculiar 
nectar.  Consider  the  peach  that  a  few 
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days  since  was  a  sour,  fuzzy  appendage, 
that  today  is  miraculously  transformed 
into  the  most  lucious  and  delectable  of 
fruits.  Who  can  disclose  such  physics? 
There  is  no  answer. 

Now  comes  the  complexity  and  mystery 
of  human  life.  What  is  it?  How  do  we 
think?  What  is  that  wondrous  thing  we 
call  memory?  What  is  mind,  sleep,  will 
to  move  and  do,  circulation,  nervous 
system,  digestion,  vision,  hearing,  etc. 
Then  we  see  that  perfect  human  machine 
suddenly  stilled  in  death  leaving  the 
body  cold  and  grim.  What  has  gone, 
and  where  did  it  go? 

These  are  but  a  few  of  thousands  of 
unanswerables.  to  which  may  advisedly  be 
added  the  problem  of  atonement,  baptism 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  birth,  death  and 
resurrection,  the  physics  of  which  the 
Lord  has  not  seen  fit  to  reveal  to  men 
any  more  than  He  has  as  to  how  the  mag¬ 
net  will  pick  up  a  pin. 

Even  the  boy  is  taught  how  to  con¬ 
struct  his  radio — harnessing  a  wondrous 
something  that  brings  intelligence  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  homes  in  the  nations,  yet  of  its 
physics,  no  living  being  knows. 

“Have  you  built  your  adio  and  tuned 
in?”  is  what  passes  thousands  of  lips 
in  our  common  parlance.  To  this  ques¬ 
tion  may  with  propriety  be  added,  “Have 
you  built  your  spiritual  radio  whereby  you 
may  ’tune  in’  to  the  polarity  of  the  spirit 
world  or  intelligence  of  heaven?”  The 
latter  is  as  thinkable  as  the  former — pos¬ 
sible  and  preponderously  more  essential  to 
the  human  family. 

In  constructing  a  radio,  even  the  boy 
knows  he  must  comply  with  each  and 
every  requirement,  and  should  he  fail  in 
any  particular,  his  radio  will  produce  no 
sound.  His  silent  radio  tells  him  some¬ 
thing  is  lacking  in  his  machine. 

Just  as  minute  detail  as  observed  by  the 
boy  in  his  radio  construction,  is  given  for 
man’s  spiritual  apparatus  whereby  he  may 
“tune  in”  to  the  polarity  of  divine  vibra¬ 
tions.  The  essentials  are:  (a)  confiding 
faith  in  God — that  He  is  God  of  the  great 
universe,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  are  His  sons  and  daughters;  (b)  that 
the  peopling  of  this  and  other  worlds  nec¬ 
essitates  a  fall  from  immortality  that  mor¬ 
tality  may  be;  (c)  that  the  breaking  of  a 
celestial  law  essential  to  people  worlds, 
may  be  ammended  through  infinite  atone¬ 
ment,  such  as  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ  on 


Calvary  whereby  He  established  a  uni¬ 
versal  resurrection.  (d)  With  a  whole¬ 
hearted  acceptance  of  these  great  truths, 
and  with  man’s  consciousness  of  his  per¬ 
sonal  transgressions,  he*  repents  with  a 
determination  to  reform  and  live  a  new 
life;  then  (e)  comes  baptism  by  immersion 
for  the  remission  of  repented  sins;  when 
(f)  comes  the  bestowal  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands — the  last  two 
ordinances  being  performed  by  those  duly 
called  and  ordained  as  in  the  days  of  the 
Apostles  of  old. 

The  foregoing  requisites  having  been 
minutely  and  soulfully  adhered  to,  the 
spiritual  radio  will  have  been  fully  ef¬ 
fected.  Then  comes  the  tuning  in  process, 
and  to  the  extent  of  such  tuning  through 
righteousness  and  humility,  will  the  Holy 
Ghost  reveal  divine  truths  and  open  the 
flood-gates  of  perfect  knowledge.  “I  the 
Lord  am  bound  when  ye  do  as  I  say,  but 
when  ye  do  not  as  I  say,  ye  have  no  prom¬ 
ise.”  In  other  words,  one  must  pay  the 
full  price  for  blessings  received,  and  the 
great  law  of  compensation  never  fails. 

Unwilling  to  minutely  construct  his 
spiritual  radio,  as  outlined  by  Christ  and 
the  Apostles,  man  has  sought  and  sought 
in  vain.  To  such  the  heavens  must  re¬ 
main  closed.  This  brings  vividly  to  us 
the  great  truth  that  man  has  an  important 
part  to  play  in  his  own  salvation,  for 
without  his  concerted  efforts  in  perfecting 
his  spiritual  machine,  he  can  not  save  him¬ 
self,  nor  could  God  save  him. 

The  results  of  modern  invention  by 
harnessing  unknown  causes,  have  been 
marvelous  indeed,  but  a  composite  of  the 
whole  is  small  as  compared  to  those  who 
have,  with  eyes  single  to  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  constructed  spiritual  radios  to  the 
opening  of  the  great  flow  of  divine  ben¬ 
ediction.  Thereby  the  blind  see,  the  lame 
walk,  the  deaf  hear,  sick  are  healed  and 
even  the  dead  are  raised  to  life  again. 

Surely,  “to  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice, 
and  to  harken  than  the  fat  of  rams.” 


Prudence  does  not  consist  in  evasion,  or 
in  flight,  but  in  courage.  He  who  wishes 
to  walk  in  the  most  peaceful  parts  of  life 
with  any  sincerity,  must  screw  himself  up 
to  resolution.  Let  him  front  the  object 
of  his  worst  apprehension,  and  such  stout¬ 
ness  will  commonly  make  his  fear  ground¬ 
less. — Emerson . 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT: -Gerald  M.  Peterson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  62  Hillcresl,  Si.  Caiharines,  Ontario. 

"How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they 
have  not  believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in 
him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how  shall 
they  preach  except  they  be  sent?" 

Having  been  sent  forth  by  the  voice  of  the  Great 
Master,  through  the  call  of  his  Priesthood,  we  as 

missionaries  are  trying  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  a  true  conception  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Until  a  true  knowledge  of 

the  Master  and  his  teachings  are  found  and  adhered 
to,  proper  reverence  for  him  cannot  be  had.  For 
says  He,  "If  ye  love  me  ye  will  keep  my  com¬ 
mandments."  In  obedience  to  the  Gospel  plan, 
Grace  Martin  entered  the  waters  of  baptism  and  into 
the  door  of  the  fold  of  Christ.  This  service  took 
place  on  Nov.  13,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  was 
very  impressive  to  both  members  and  non-members 
attending.  We  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
for  the  use  of  their  pool  for  the  ceremony. 

We  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  holding  the  Priesthood 
and  its  healing  power  extended  to  the  faithful.  Sis¬ 
ter  Dorania,  of  Hamilton,  underwent  a  serious  oper¬ 
ation  and  her  recovery  has  been  astonishing  to  those 
who  know  not  the  power  of  the  Piresthood  and 

the  prayers  of  the  faithful.  To  the  Saints,  this 

incident  is  indeed  testimony  strengthening. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  thankful  for 
the  help  of  the  local  missionaries  of  Hamilton.  They 
were  the  means  of  obtaining  the  privilege  for  the 
Elders  to  speak  in  the  Grace  United  Church  on  each 
Sunday.  They  are  doing  much  to  win  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  the  young  people  and  bring  them  out  to 
our  meetings. 

Two  very  impressive  conference  sessions  were  held 
in  St.  Cartharines  and  Hamilton  on  the  20th  and  the 
27th  of  November.  The  Saints  and  many  friends 
attended  the  services  and  expressed  their  joy  in 
hearing  the  missionaries  and  our  Mission  President, 
David  A.  Smith,  bear  testimony  to  the  Gospel  truths. 
A  missionary  report  meeting  was  held  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  20th  and  the  success  of  missionary  labors 
was  reported.  Much  inspiration  was  given  by  President 
Smith.  The  missionaries  have  been  successful  in  put¬ 
ting  some  of  the  ideas  given  in  the  meeting  into 
operation. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  and  for 
the  success  which  we  are  having. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT :-  Virgil  M.  Hancock,  President, 
230  Erie,  Stratford,  Ontario. 

As  the  year  1938  comes  to  a  close,  we  feel  that 
we  have  been  richly  blessed  and  are  thrilled  in  our 
work.  We  feel  that  the  Lord  has  greatly  pros¬ 
pered  us,  in  that,  through  our  endeavors,  many  have 
given  heed  to  our  words. 


Sisters  Isaksen  and  Stock,  who  are  laboring  in 
Hanover,  are  doing  a  great  work  in  keeping  things 
moving  along  and  spreading  the  Gospel. 

The  missionaries  in  Kitchener  also  report  meet¬ 
ing  with  much  success  in  their  work. 

In  Stratford,  President  Hancock  and  Elder  Olsen  have 
been  successful  in  their  endeavors.  They  recently  had 
the  opportunity  to  speak  to  an  interested  and  re¬ 
sponsive  group  of  young  people. 

We  find  that  we  have  quite  a  number  of  fine 
prospects  as  a  result  of  our  humble  efforts.  We  are 
truly  thankful  for  the  many  blessings  that  have 
come  our  way. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Earl  L.  Moser,  President,  224 
Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 

"Look  up,  think  up,  and  climb  up.  All  of  the  real 
zest  in  life  comes  from  the  eager  quest  of  things 
worth  having."  Darwin  said,  "Life  is  struggle." 
The  more  we  struggle,  the  more  we  live.  The  more  we 
live  the  happier  we  are. 

We,  the  missionaries  of  the  Ottawa  District  feel 
very  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  we  have  of  helping  establish  his  kingdom  upon 
the  earth.  We  have  been  richly  blessed  the  past 
month  and  our  testimonies  have  been  greatly 
strengthened. 

We  feel  very  proud  of  our  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  and  the  fine,  wholsome  activities  that 
are  carried  out  there.  It  has  been  steadily  growing 
until  now  we  have  a  large  group  of  the  best  class 
of  people,  who  are  cooperating  in  an  active,  help¬ 
ful  way. 

Our  M.  I.  A.  for  the  blind  is  also  improving  and 
progressing  very  nicely.  Each  missionary  is  en¬ 
deavoring  to  do  his  or  her  part  to  make  it  a  success. 

The  lady  missionaries  report  very  good  success  and 
the  Relief  Society  and  the  Primaries  are  coming  along 
very  well. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossington  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

The  theme  of  our  last  conference  for  this  year  — 
"The  work  and  glory  of  God  is  to  bring  to  pass  the 
immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man,"  is  better  under¬ 
stood  by  the  Saints  and  friends  in  the  Toronto  District, 
due  to  the  wonderful  instruction  of  missionaries  and  our 
beloved  President,  David  A.  Smith,  and  they  are 
more  determined  to  help  with  this  work  and  Glorify 
God.  The  attendance  of  many  investigatois  has  en¬ 
couraged  our  missionaries  to  greater  activity. 

The  missionaries  who  visited  the  Saints  and  friends 
in  Northern  Ontario  found  them  in  good  spiritual 
health. 

The  cottage  meetings  and  study  classes  have  in¬ 
creased  in  number  and  have  proven  educational  to 
all. 

Sister  Emily  Madsen  and  Mahala  Smith  have  started 
a  Primary  in  our  new  chapel  and  feel  that  they 
will  win  the  interests  of  many. 

The  new  chapel  has  proved  a  great  asset  in  helping 
to  interest  the  friends  and  Saints,  for  we  have  many 
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friends  aliending  lhe  meetings  who  have  never  at¬ 
tended  before. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
David  Meldrum,  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  to  London  D. 
Fost  W.  Flake,  from  Snowflake,  Arizona,  to  Kitchener. 
Orson  Spencer,  from  Yost,  Utah,  to  Ottawa  District. 
George  W.  Jenkins,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  Hamilton. 
Joseph  H.  Smith,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Hamilton  D. 
A.  Ray  Bennett,  from  Taber,  Alberta,  to  Montreal  D. 
Ralph  G.  Robinson,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  Ottawa. 
William  H.  Luke,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  Toronto  D. 
Ira  M.  Stevens,  from  Cowley,  Wyoming,  to  Ottawa  D. 
Frank  A.  Lyman,  from  Delta,  Utah,  to  Hamilton  Dist. 
Gordon  S.  Wood,  from  Taber,  Alberta,  to  Montreal  D. 
Charles  N.  Ackroyd,  from  Magrath,  Alberta,  to  Kitch¬ 
ener  District. 

Miles  B.  Harston,  from  Cowley,  Wyoming,  to  Montreal. 
Dale  W.  Young,  from  Brigham  City,  Utah,  to  Toronto. 
TRANSFERS 

Lynn  A.  Nelson,  from  Ottawa  District  to  Mission  Office. 
Blair  J.  Glancy,  from  Hamilton  Dist.  to  London  District. 
Donald  Bingham,  from  London  to  Montreal  District. 
Marguerite  Christensen,  from  Montreal,  to  London. 
William  J.  Smith,  from  Ottawa,  to  Montreal  District. 
Owen  Slaugh,  from  Montreal  to  Ottawa  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

William  J.  Smith -President  of  Montreal  District. 

Virgil  Hancock  — President  of  Kitchener  District. 
RELEASES 

Harold  W.  Blackmore,  Home  -  Cardston,  Canada. 

Reece  B.  Gibb,  Home -Magrath,  Alberta. 

Luana  Martin,  Home -Toronto,  Ontario. 

Ervin  D.  Olsen,  Home-Beazer,  Alberta. 

Laurel  Hill.  Home  — Provo,  Utah. 

Golda  Harrison,  Home  — Sandy,  Utah. 

Elizabeth  Parrish,  Home  — Peterson,  Utah. 

LAVOR  B.  REED,  Mission  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Luzell  D.  Wilde,  Pres. 

"For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save 
the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him?  even  so  the 
things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  #  Spirit  of 
God.  Now  we  have  received,  not  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  but  the  spirit  which  is  of  God;  that  we  might 
know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God." 

We  testify  with  the  sure  knowledge  of  revelation 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  been  manifest  in  our 
labors  of  the  past,  that  the  Spirit  reigns  now,  and  that, 
through  righteousness,  the  promise  is  certain  of  divine 
guidance  along  the  path  of  the  infinite  future. 

During  a  baptismal  service  conducted  November 
20  at  Topeka,  David  Gragg  Arthur  and  Robert  Dale 
Laird  were  led  by  Elder  Stanford  Gwilliam  down  into 
the  water.  We  welcome  these  brethren  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  pray  that  this  important  step 
has  placed  them  firmly  upon  the  road  of  everlast¬ 
ing  advancement. 

With  sad  hearts  we  report  that  two  members  of 
the  Topeka  Branch  have  recently  crossed  the  quiet 
lane  of  death.  Sister  Minnie  Henry  passed  away 
November  24;  Sister  Anna  Gregory  Ball,  November  25. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elders  Stanford 
Gwilliam,  Luzell  D.  Wilde,  Glad  R.  Willis,  and  Edward 
C.  Koelliker.  Sorrowing  hearts  were  comforted  by  the 
message  of  the  Gospel. 

From  the  association  and  instruction  of  President 
Woodruff,  we  have  again  replenished  our  spiritual 
bodies  with  the  food  of  inspiration.  District  con¬ 
ference  was  conducted  December  17  and  18,  with  ses¬ 
sions  in  Topeka  and  Leavenworth.  Faith  and  humility 
were  renewed  by  the  counsel  of  many  able  speakers. 

A  new  field  of  proselyting  endeavor  has  been 
opened  in  Topeka,  where  Sisters  Gertrude  Neal  and 


Gladys  Heillson  and  Eiders  Glad  R.  Willis  and  Clif¬ 
ford  Morrell  are  preaching  the  Gospel.  Elders  Arthur 
E.  Johnson  and  George  A.  Clawson,  laboring  in 
Independence,  report  a  large  number  of  interested 
listeners  to  their  radio  sermons,  delivered  through  the 
microphone  of  KGGF.  Elders  Wilford  M.  Patterson 
and  Harold  D.  Cox  are  working  commendably  in 
Hiawatha.  Elders  Luzell  D.  Wilde  and  Edward  C. 
Koelliker  are  journeying  through  the  district.  Through¬ 
out  East  Kansas,  the  Mormon  missionaries  have  been 
arousing  the  interest  of  the  people  by  a  plan  of 
systematically  conducted  street  meetings,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  which  many  contacts  have  recently 
been  made. 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Dorse  M.  Oman,  President 

"In  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  shall  every 
word  be  established."  —  II  Cor.  13:1. 

As  though  the  significance  of  this  statement  were 
planted  in  the  hearts  of  all  people,  ears  are  more 
accurately  attuned  to  Gospel  strains  as  missionaries 
appear  in  pairs  in  their  every  activity  to  unitedly 
proclaim  the  beauties  of  restored  truth.  By  this 

method,  the  number  of  invitations  into  the  homes  has 
been  approximately  doubled.  This  has  served  to  in¬ 
crease  the  zeal  of  the  missionaries  in  trading.  In 
no  case  has  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  shortened 
in  pouring  out  blessings  upon  those  who  travel 
upon  the  highway;  far  less  time  has  been  wasted 
in  idle  waiting  beside  the  roads  for  proffered  con¬ 
veyance  from  place  to  place.  Of  a  truth,  as  we  an¬ 
swer  the  call  of  those  in  authority,  we  realize  the 
fruition  of  blessings  promised. 

"Again  I  say  unto  you,  that  if  fwo  of  you  shall 

agree  on  earth,  as  touching  anything  that  they  shall 
ask,  it  shall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is 
in  Heaven." -Matt.  18:19. 

In  November  the  missionaries  derived  great  joy 

and  inspiration  from  a  conference  conducted  in  the 
district.  Sessions  were  held  in  the  Barney  Branch, 
the  Little  Rock  Branch  and  the  El  Dorado  Branch.  Two 
priesthood  meetings  were  conducted.  Inspiring  words 
of  counsel  from  our  beloved  President  Woodruff  in¬ 

stilled  within  us  a  deeper  sense  of  gratitude  for  our 
possession  of  the  Gospel  and  a  firmer  determination 
to  serve  diligently  him  whose  grace  we  so  richly  in¬ 
herit. 

At  the  conference  in  El  Dorado  reorganization  of 
the  branch  presendecy  was  effected.  President  Chester 
Plum  was  released,  with  a  vote  of  appreciation  for  his 
faithful  service.  Marshall  W.  Craig,  who  has  long 
been  active  in  the  branch,  was  sustained  as  the  new 
branch  president.  Herschel  Smith  was  sustained  as 
first  counsellor  to  President  Craig. 

"And  they  ....  annointed  with  oil  many  that  were 
sick,  and  healed  them." -Mark  6:13. 

The  divine  power  of  healing,  as  manifested  through 
chosen  servants  of  God,  was  recognized  in  a  recent 
administration  by  Brother  Chester  Plum  and  Elders 
Ersell  Fagan  and  Herman  Fielding  to  one  of  our 
afflicted  sisters.  This  lady  was  immediately  healed 
by  lhe  prayer  of  faith  of  an  affliction  that  previously 
had  taken  the  life  of  her  little  child.  To  the  world  this 
may  seem  a  marvel;  to  true  disciples,  but  the  natural 
reward  reserved  for  the  faithful. 

It  is  with  joy  that  we  welcome  into  the  fold,  Myrtle 
Irene  Haggard  and  Floyd  General  Nooner,  who  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Erwin  G.  Bigelow.  May  they  ever- 
grow  in  truth  and  righteousness. 

EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT: -Lester  A.  Hansen, 
President. 

"Now  behold,  a  marvelous  work  is  about  to  come 
forth  among  the  children  of  men.  Therefore,  O  ye 
that  embark  in  the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve 
him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and  strength, 
that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at  the  last 
day." 

This  was  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  his  servants  nearly 
110  years  ago,  yet  it  has  a  direct  significance  for 
his  servants  today.  As  missionaries  our  concern 
is  not  alone  with  our  own  destiny,  but  with  the 
destinies  of  all  whom  we  contact  with  the  gloryfying 
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message  of  elernal  truth.  With  this  purpose  in  mind, 
the  missionaries  of  the  district  are  pushing  ever 
forward,  availing  themselves  of  every  opportunity  of 
proclaiming  the  “good  news"  that  “God  has  spoken." 

Because  humble  effort  has  been  put  forth,  we  are 
very  happy  to  announce  the  following  baptisms:  Lola 
Myrtle,  Clarissa  Luella,  Orville  Dodson  and  James 
Myron  Raymer  were  baptized  by  President  Albert 
T.  Scott  of  the  Denoya  Branch  j  Della  Gertrude  Har¬ 
rison  of  Hominy,  Oklahoma  was  baptized  by  Elder  J. 
Max  Dailey.  We  congratulate  these  fine  people  on 
the  step  they  have  taken,  and  pray  that  they  may  al¬ 
ways  find  joy  and  happiness  in  the  service  of  the 
Master. 

An  inspirational  district  conference  was  held  in 
Tulsa,  October  30.  Many  of  the  Saints  travelled 
several  miles  in  order  to  be  present  at  these  meetings, 
and  were  well  rewarded  in  spirituality  for  the  sac¬ 
rifice  they  had  made.  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff 
delivered  to  us  inspiring  words  of  counsel  and  guidance. 
This  instruction  was  beneficial  to  all  who  heard. 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT Dee  Andraeson,  President. 
We  rejoice  that  Brother  Tom  Blankenship,  of  Moun¬ 
tain  View,  Mo.,  has  entered  the  waters  of  baptism. 
After  careful  and  prayerful  study  of  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel,  he  was  baptized  by  Elder  Thaddis  A. 
Hill.  We  hope  that  Brother  Blankenship  will  find 
enduring  joy  through  righteousness  in  the  Gospel. 

President  Elias  S.  Woodruff,  accompanied  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Ellsworth  and  Sister  Marler,  journeyed  to 
St.  Louis  for  our  regular  district  conference.  The 
Sunday  afternoon  service  was  devoted  to  Relief  Society 
activity,  at  which  time  inspirational  instructions  were 
presented  by  the  visiting  speakers.  Everyone  that 
attended  the  meetings  departed  therefrom  with  a  re¬ 
newed  determination  to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

Louis  J.  Heine,  from  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  to  So.  W.  Mo. 
Lloyd  Maughan,  from  Grace,  Idaho,  to  West  Okla. 

Darwin  Von  Corey,  from  Thornton,  Ida.,  to  W.  Okla. 
(short  term  mission) 

William  Elwood  Morrell,  from  Bicknell,  Utah,  to  E.  Kans. 
Horace  Park  Lloyd,  from  Lund,  Idaho,  to  Missouri  D. 
William  Reo  Heaton,  from  Orderville,  U.,  to  W.  Kans. 
Allen  H.  Richman,  from  Dayton,  Idaho,  to  W.  Okla. 
N.  Hurley  Pratt,  from  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  East  Okla. 

Frank  T.  Eastmond,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  U.,  to  Arkansas. 
Arthur  Lowell  Wheeler,  from  Ogden,  U.,  to  Indep. 
Guy  Leslie  Rees,  from  Fielding,  Utah,  to  Missouri  D. 
Eldon  Pace,  from  Price,  Utah,  to  Independence  Dist. 

Barnard  H.  Seegmiller,  from  St.  George,  U.  to  Indep. 
Carl  T.  Rhodes,  from  Hanna,  Utah,  to  West  Kansas. 
Grant  D.  Johnson,  from  Tropic,  Utah,  to  E.  Okla.  D. 

TRANSFERS 

Stanford  Gwilliam,  from  East  Kansas  to  Mission  Office. 
Lydia  Lee,  from  E.  Okla.  to  West  Kansas  District. 

Beatrice  Pay,  from  West  Kansas  to  East  Kansas  Dist. 
Bessie  Greenhalgh,  from  Independence  to  Missouri  D. 
Gertrude  Neal,  from  Independence  to  East  Kansas  D. 
Helen  Adams,  from  Independence  to  W.  Oklahoma  D. 
Leona  Cleaverly,  from  E.  Kansas  to  Arkansas  District. 
Florence  Barker,  from  W.  Oklahoma  to  Mission  Office. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Luzell  D.  Wilde  — President  of  East  Kansas  District. 
Dee  L.  Andraesen  —  President  of  Missouri  District. 

RELEASES 

Alma  H.  Engberson,  of  Mo.  Dist -Home,  Driggs,  Idaho. 
Alma  P.  Burton,  of  So.  W.  Mo.  Dist. -Home,  Nephi,  U. 
Inez  Martineau,  of  Arkansas  Dist  — Home,  Sandy  Utah. 
La  Verl  Turnbow,  of  Arkansas  D.-Home,  Tabiona,  U. 
Thelma  Bowen,  of  So.  W.  Mo.  Dist.  — Home,  Burley,  I. 
Sibly  Nelson,  of  So.  W.  Mo.  Dist. -Home,  Duncan,  Ariz. 
J.  Coba  Neuterman,  of  Mo.  — Home  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
(leave  of  absence) 

FOLKMAN  D.  BROWN,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 


CANADIAN  DISTRICT: -J.  Glen  Longhurst,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada. 

During  the  past  month  we  have  seen  the  power 
of  the  Lord  manifest  in  our  travels.  While  touring 
the  district,  Elder  Arlo  Johnson  and  myself  were 
caught  in  a  frightful  storm,  which  rendered  the 
highways  dangerous  to  travel.  However  we  were 
permitted  to  finish  our  schedule  without  experiencing 
any  harm  or  accident  of  any  kind.  As  we  look  back 
on  this  experience,  we  can't  help  but  feel  that  we 
were  protected  by  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

We  were  pleased  to  hold  two  conference  sessions  in 
this  district  in  November.  President  Eyring,  Sister 
Eyring,  Sister  Murri  and  Sister  Higbee  were  present 
and  gave  us  splendid  instruction. 

The  holidays  have  now  become  pleasant  memories 
and  we  look  upon  the  arrival  of  a  new  year  with  a 
determination  in  our  hearts  to  live  and  serve  our 
Maker  more  sincerely  and  more  whole  heartedly  than 
ever  before. 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT:  -  Russell  Foutz,  President, 
57  Bronx  Street,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

With  the  passing  of  the  holidays,  to  us  of  the 
Connecticut  District  has  come  an  increased  desire  to 
more  faithfully  apply  our  talents  and  efforts  in 
bringing  to  others  the  glad  tidings  of  the  restored 
Gospel.  We  also  pledge  ourselves  to  help  promote 
a  greater  spirit  of  peace  and  brotherhood  throughout 
the  land. 

With  the  release  of  Elder  Loveday,  who  was  until 
November  25,  president  of  the  Conn.  District,  Elders 
were  withdrawn  from  the  city  of  Waterbury  and 
have  since  been  appointed  to  open  missionary  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Bridgeport  where  reside  several  very  splen¬ 
did  Latter-day  Saint  families.  With  the  cooperation  of 
these  families  we  expect  to  hold  a  number  of  fine 
cottage  meetings  and  lectures. 

RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT:  -  Lawrence  E.  Dalton, 
President,  715  Westminster  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  members  and  missionaries  of  the  Rhode  Island 
District  were  in  deep  sorrow  the  first  part  of  Nov. 
because  of  the  death  of  Sister  Marian  M.  Lange  who 
died  while  on  a  visit  to  Portland,  Me.  She  had  been 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  for  a  good  many  years. 
She  and  her  husband  moved  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  Mass, 
several  years  ago,  where  she  was  an  active  member 
of  the  New  Bedford  Branch.  Funeral  services  and 
interment  were  held  in  South  Portland. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister  Lange's  husband, 
Brother  Arthur  H.  Lange,  who  was  baptized  November 
17th  by  Elder  J.  Norris  Larsen.  He  has  been  investi¬ 
gating  the  Gospel  for  a  long  time.  We  feel  sure  he 
will  find  new  hope  and  a  brighter  outlook  on  life 

through  this  new  step  he  has  taken. 

The  New  Bedford  Branch  gave  a  party  honoring 
Lillian  Roberts  of  Fairhaven  who  was  married  Nov. 
18th.  The  affair  was  well  attended.  Games,  refresh¬ 
ments,  and  a  musical  program  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

Elders  Elwood  M.  Porter  and  Jay  H.  Henderson 
of  Fall  River  report  good  success  with  slide  lectures  in 
Newport  recently.  One  was  presented  to  a  class  of 
50  at  the  Sheffield  School  there  Nov.  17th  and  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  to  give  another  one  December  10th 
at  the  principal's  home.  Nov.  14th  Elders  Lawrence 
E.  Dalton  and  J.  N.  Larsen  gave  the  lecture  at  the 
Kiwanis  Club  meeting  at  North  Attleboro  at  which  20 
business  men  of  that  locality  were  present.  The 
same  evening  they  were  given  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
plain  some  of  the  principles  of  Mormonism  in  a 

meeting  of  the  American  Legion. 

Conference  was  held  in  this  district  on  Nov.  27, 
sessions  being  held  in  Providence,  Fall  River,  and  New 
Bedford.  All  the  missionaries  and  Saints  of  the 
district  were  indeed  sorry  to  get  last  minute  word 
that  the  Mission  President  was  ill  and  would  not  be 
able  to  speak  to  us.  We  had  the  outlined  programs 
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jus!  the  same  and  the  missionaries  and  local  members 
did  the  speaking.  We  hope  to  have  our  President  with 
us  the  next  lime. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Henry  W.  Jones,  from  Cedar  City,  Utah. 

C.  Mario  Robertson,  from  Lovell,  Wyoming. 

TRANSFERS 

Ronald  J.  Ball,  from  Maine  Dist.  to  Vermont  District. 
Edwin  Smart,  from  Maine  District  to  Vermont  District. 
Earl  Banks,  from  Canadian  Dist.  to  Maine  District. 
Marion  Davis,  from  No.  Maine  Dist.  to  So.  Maine  Dist. 
Ned  M.  Morgan,  from  So.  Maine  Dist  to  No.  Me.  Dist. 
Herman  J.  Richards,  from  Canadian  to  W.  Mass  Dist. 
Weston  Gibbons,  from  Canadian  Dist  to  No.  Me.  Dist. 
Elwood  M.  Haynie,  from  N.  Hampshire  to  So.  Me.  Dist. 
Ralph  Swalberg,  from  New  Hampshire  to  So.  Me.  D. 
Glenn  W.  Price,  from  Maine  Dist  to  East  Mass.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

J.  Russell  Foutz  — President  of  Connecticut  District. 
Paul  J.  Wise  — President  of  West  Massachusetts  District. 
Lawrence  Dalton  —  President  of  Rhode  Island  District. 
Glenn  W.  Price  — President  of  East  Massachusetts  District. 
RELEASES 

Lamont  W.  Loveday,  of  Conn. -Home,  Montpelier,  Ida. 
J.  Norris  Larson,  of  R.  I.  D.  — Home,  Brigham  City,  U. 
Henry  Skidmore,  of  V/.  Mass.  Dist. -Home,  Logan,  Utah. 
Ross  C.  Burgess,  of  E.  Mass.  Dist.  — Home,  Alpine,  Utah. 

L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 


WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT: -Ned  M.  Parcell,  President. 

"For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  son  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life"  — 

The  two  greatest  commandments  are  these:  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and 
with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself."  Complete  happiness  can  never 
be  obtained  until  these  two  commandments  are  obeyed. 

As  this  year  draws  to  a  close  our  hearts  are  filled 
with  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  for  this  great  privi¬ 
lege,  which  is  ours,  of  being  messengers  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  happy  and  contented  in 
the  service  of  our  God  and  fellowmen. 

We  had  a  very  inspiring  missionary  meeting  on  the 
16th.  The  testimonies  and  experiences  recited 
strengthened  our  own  testimonies  greatly. 

We  are  sorry  President  Newel  H.  Smith  is  leaving 
us.  He  has  diligently  and  honorably  fulfilled  two 
years  in  missionary  work.  His  sincereity  and  humility 
have  impressed  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
Reluctantly  we  bid  him  farewell  as  he  returns  to 
his  home  in  the  West. 

We  are  privileged  and  happy  to  have  Elder  Ned 
M.  Parcell  come  to  preside  over  our  district.  He  is  an 
outstanding  missionary  and  filled  with  the  spirit  of  his 
work. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  you  all  a  very 
Happy  New  Year. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT: -Elman  L.  Jackson,  President. 

"Ye  have  not  chosen  me  but  I  have  chosen  you,  and 
ordained  you,  that  ye  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit, 
and  that  your  fruit  should  remain/  that  whatsoever 
ye  shall  ask  of  the  Father  in  my  name,  He  may  give  it 
to  you." 

"Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you;  and,  lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

Elder  J.  Ross  Farrer  of  Beaver,  Utah,  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  district.  He  has  served  a  successful  ten 
months  in  South  Ohio,  and  has  proved  himself  a 


valiant  missionary.  Into  our  district  have  also  come 
two  humble  ministers  of  the  Gospel  from  the  West, 
Elders  Stephen  Adams  from  Roosevelt,  Utah,  and 
Edwin  Haroldsen  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho.  We  welcome 
them  into  the  district.  With  the  addition  of  these  fine 
Elders,  we  expect  to  accomplish  a  great  work. 

Sadly  we  bid  adieu  to  Sister  Nada  Jones  who  re¬ 
turned  to  her  home  in  Malad,  Idaho,  and  to  Sister 
Lucy  Godfrey  who  was  transferred  to  South  Ohio. 
We  will  indeed  miss  these  missionaries  whose  sweet 
spirits  have  meant  so  much  to  all  of  us.  Especially 
fine  has  been  their  work  with  their  Primaries. 

North  Ohio  District  has  made  a  fine  record  under 
the  direction  of  President  Crafton  W.  Call,  who  has 

returned  to  his  home  in  the  West.  We  will  miss 

his  able  leadership  greatly.  He  was  not  only  a 
capable  missionary  and  preacher,  but  a  very  talented 
singer.  All  over  the  Northern  States  Mission  in  the 
past  two  years  his  voice  has  touched  the  hearts  of 

hundreds  of  people. 

We  mourn  the  passing  of  Brother  Robert  Smith  of 
Columbus.  Though  he  suffered  for  seven  years  he 
never  complained.  Shortly  before  his  death,  his 
faithfulness  was  rewarded  by  ordination  lo  the  Mel- 

chizedek  Priesthood. 

NORTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Richard  B.  Shurtlifl, 
President. 

District  conference  was  held  in  South  Bend,  December 
41h,  with  President  and  Sister  Hinckley,  as  well  as 
all  the  missionaries  of  the  district  present.  Very  fine 
meetings  were  enjoyed,  although  the  attendance  was 
small  owing  to  the  distance  of  the  members  of  the 
other  branches  from  the  place  of  meeting.  Many  who 
had  never  before  had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  Pres. 
Hinckley  were  indeed  inspired  by  his  message. 

The  Fort  Wayne  Branch  rejoices  at  being  represented 
in  the  Mission  field  by  Louis  J.  Heine,  who  entered 
the  Mission  Home  in  Salt  Lake  City,  November  28th, 
prior  to  his  departure  to  the  Central  States  Mission. 
Elder  Heine  has  been  very  faithful  and  efficient  in 
his  local  work  and  will  surely  make  a  success  of 
his  mission. 

We  are  happy  lo  report  two  baptisms  this  month -that 

of  Sister  Thresa  Coffman,  wife  of  Pres.  Coffman  of  the 
Muncie  Branch  and  Sister  Hauser  of  South  Bend. 
Sister  Coffman  has  long  been  associated  with  the 
branch  and  we  know  she  will  enjoy  even  greater 
happiness  and  satisfaction  from  her  efforts  now. 
Sister  Hauser  has  been  acquainted  with  the  Church  for 
a  comparatively  short  time,  but  truly  has  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel.  We  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  upon 
both,  that  they  may  continue  to  receive  the  joys  of 
the  Gospel. 

December  12th  Elder  Joseph  E.  Barker  returned  to  his 
home  in  Wyoming  after  having  filled  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  mission.  We  wish  him  continued  success  at 
home. 

To  All -A  Happy,  Successful  New  Year. 

WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT  :-L.  Flake  Rogers,  Presidenl. 

The  missionaries  of  the  West  Iowa  District  are  doing 
a  very  outstanding  piece  of  work  in  interesting  investi¬ 
gators.  The  Lord  has  given  them  many  opportunities 
to  explain  their  great  message. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  many  incidents  in 
the  experience  of  the  missionaries : 

Two  missionaries  called  in  a  small  shoe  shop  to 
have  a  pair  of  shoes  repaired.  Several  men  in  the 
shop  were  discussing  topics  of  the  day.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  soon  engaged  in  the  conversation  which 
eventually  centered  upon  religion.  Everyone  seemed 
to  agree  very  well  until  the  proprietor  of  the  shop 
stated  firmly  that  he  believed  that  "the  Trinity  of  the 
Godhead  is  one  individual." 

One  of  the  missionaries  cited  several  scriptural 
references  showing  where  more  than  one  of  the 
Godhead  had  appeared  at  the  same  time.  The  shoe¬ 
maker  stated  that  God  had  the  power  to  appear  as 
a  dozen  individuals  if  necessary  to  accomplish  his 
purpose,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  complete 
Godhead.  Three  in  one. 
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Upon  being  asked  if  he  thought  a  man  would 
pray  to  himself  he  answered:  "not  unless  he  was  an 
imbecile  of  some  kind."  The  missionary  then  told 
of  several  occasions  when  Christ  prayed  to  the  father; 
and  also  of  Christ's  words  upon  the  cross,  "My  God, 
my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  Would  a  man 
forsake  himself?  The  proprietor  admitted  he  was  in. 
a  comer  and  said  he  was  going  to  "look  it  up" 
and  study  it. 

The  missionaries  were  then  asked  if  they  were 
students  of  the  local  Bible  College.  This  gave  them  an 
opportunity  to  introduce  themselves  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  a  hearty  invitation  to  return  again  and  tell  more 
of  the  truihs  of  Mormonism. 

This  incident,  like  many  others,  shows  how  easy  it 
is  to  defend  the  truth  and  why  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  can  send  comparatively  unlearned  missionaries 
among  the  learned  theologians  of  the  day.  These 
missionaries  are  inspired  by  God  if  they  con¬ 
scientiously  serve  him. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  our  former  District  President, 
Ivan  L.  Ashmenl,  and  wish  him  Godspeed  in  his 
future  walks  of  life. 

We  extend  to  our  fellow  missionaries  a  heartfelt 
greeting  for  the  New  Year. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Oliver  F.  Hansen, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  South  Illinois  are  happy  in 
their  work  and  we  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  being 
called  to  the  Lord's  work  as  we  are. 

We  have  specialized  in  Book  of  Mormon  trading 
this  winter  and  all  of  the  missionaries  here  have 
been  very  successful  in  lending  them.  We  feel  that 
this  is  an  excellent  way  to  contact  people  who  are 
interested  in  our  message. 

Bishop  Marvin  O.  Ashton  of  the  Presiding  Bishopric, 
and  President  and  Sister  Hinckley  visited  Springfield 
in  December.  Accompanied  by  the  missionaries  they 
visited  the  Illinois  Museum.  As  we  entered  the 
beautiful  lobby  adjoining  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Mem¬ 
orial  room  our  attention  was  attracted  to  twelve 
beautiful  oil  paintings.  To  our  surprise  they  were 
scenes  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 
Occupying  the  center  position  was  an  excellent  paint¬ 
ing  of  the  Nauvoo  Temple.  Displayed  in  a  prominent 
place  was  the  following  explanation:  "Paintings  by 
Lane  K.  Newberry,  illustrating  Mormon  History.  One 
hundred  years  ago  the  Mormons,  or  Latter-day 
Saints,  settled  in  Illinois  after  their  expulsion  from 
Missouri.  During  the  winter  of  1838-39  many  of 
them  camped  in  the  Public  Square  at  Quincy.  In  the 
following  spring  they  founded  the  City  of  Nauvoo, 
where  they  remained  until  1846.  Driven  from  Illinois, 
they  migrated  westward  and  found  their  permanent 
home  in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake."  The  col¬ 
lection  includes  scenes  of  the  Home  of  Brigham 
Young,  Winter  Quarters,  Nauvoo  the  Beautiful,  and 
"This  is  the  Place." 

Inquiry  at  the  information  desk  netted  us  a  cheery 
reply  and  a  fine  pamphlet,  entitled  "Mormon  Trails," 
which  gave  the  historical  background  of  these  twelve, 
and  fifteen  other  paintings,  of  Mormon  History,  by 
Mr.  Newberry.  Included  in  the  pamphlet  is  the 
following  statement,  "Nauvoo  has  been  selected  as 
the  most  historic  spot  in  Illinois  because  it  represents 
magnificent  accomplishment  against  odds  that  would 
completely  discourage  most  of  the  present  generation." 

We  were  thrilled  to  learn  that  thousands  of  people 
visit  this  place  yearly  and  have  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  paintings  and  learning  of  their  historical 
background. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Martin  Richard  Koplin,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
to  South  Ohio. 

Max  L.  Carruth,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  So.  Indiana. 
Edwin  O.  Haroldsen,  from  Idaho  Falls,  I,  to  No.  Ohio. 
Stephen  A.  Adams,  from  Roosevelt,  Utah,  to  No.  Ohio. 
TRANSFERS 

Margarita  Forester,  from  Wisconsin  to  No.  Indiana  Dist. 


J.  Ross  Farrer,  from  So.  Ohio  to  North  Ohio  District. 
Paul  W.  Vance,  from  No.  llinois  to  Wisconsin  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

L.  Flake  Rogers  — President  of  West  Iowa  District. 
Ned  M.  Parcell  — President  of  West  Michigan  District. 
Carl  G.  Freeman -President  of  South  Ohio  District. 
RELEASES 

Crafton  W.  Call,  of  No.  Ohio -Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Alfred  Trauffer,  of  E.  Iowa  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
Newel  H.  Smith,  of  W.  Mich.  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Keith  M.  Stock,  of  E.  Iowa  — Home,  Newdale,  Idaho. 
Joseph  E.  Barker,  of  No.  Ind.  — Home,  Evanston,  Wyo. 
Ivan  L.  Ashment,  of  W.  Iowa  — Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Ida. 
Franklin  East,  of  So.  Ohio  — Home,  Pomerene,  Arizona. 
Fon  K.  Rolhe,  of  Wisconsin —  Home,  Lehi,  Utah. 
Marvin  J.  Deamer,  of  Mission  Office  — Home  N.  Ogden, 
Utah. 

Ruth  Hackwell,  of  Wisconsin —  Home  Ephriam,  Utah. 

LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Karl  C.  Freeman,  President, 
303  North  Rodney,  Helena,  Montana. 

Co-operating  with  the  District  Council,  the  Elders 
of  this  district  have  been  canvassing  each  home  in 
search  of  lost  members.  This  is  being  done  in  order 
to  secure  an  accurate  account  of  all  members  in  the 
district  to  aid  in  the  plans  for  a  stake  organization. 
Much  success  has  come  from  the  search. 

We  regret  the  absence  of  Elder  Barton  and  Elder 
Peterson  from  this  district.  They  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Vancouver,  B.  C.  District,  and  with 
them  go  our  blessings  for  success  and  happiness  in 
God's  work. 

The  four  Elders  left  in  this  district,  Elders  Freeman, 
Bills,  Palmer,  and  Belnap,  rejoice  with  thankful  hearts 
for  the  many  blessings  given  them.  Anticipation  is 
keen  for  the  New  Year  and  what  it  holds. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT Percy  L.  Collyer, 
President,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

The  Spokane-Missoula  District  is  happy  to  report 
much  progress  and  activity  throughout  the  month. 
Many  interesting  conversations  are  had  each  day  by 
the  missionaries  in  tracting  from  door  to  door.  Much 
literature  is  distributed  and  many  Books  of  Mormon 
are  loaned  to  investigators.  Nearly  every  pair  of 
missionaries  report  one  to  three  cottage  meetings 
each  evening.  Fruits  of  success  from  our  efforts  are 
being  brought  clearly  to  view,  and  our  hearts  re¬ 
joice  in  seeing  our  investigators  and  friends  accept 
the  faith  and  enter  into  the  waters  of  baptism. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  made  throughout  the 
district  this  month  and  we  are  happy  to  report  that 
everywhere  we  feel  the  Spirit  of  our  Master  leading 
out.  Special  meetings  have  been  held  with  the 
Saints  at  Coleville,  Lewiston,  Orofino,  Moscow,  Wallace, 
Kellogg,  Coeur  d'Alene  and  Spokane.  We  were  in¬ 
deed  honored  in  Spokane  the  30th  of  November  to 
have  as  our  guests,  President  E.  J.  Wood  and  Presi¬ 
dent  J.  Y.  Card,  of  the  Cardston  Temple,  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Nibley,  our  Mission  President. 

Every  missionary  in  our  district  feels  to  extend 
our  heart-felt  wishes  to  all  the  missionaries  throughout 
the  world,  for  a  most  happy  Holiday  Season,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  another  year  may  we  each  one 
strive  to  more  exactly  give  the  finest  we  have  to  our 
great  cause  of  "Building  this  Kingdom". 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT: -Max  Wilson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1326  West  10th  Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

All  of  the  Elders  of  the  Vancouver  District  joined 
with  the  Puget  Sound  District  for  an  inter-district 
conference  on  November  28th.  Everyone  enjoyed 
and  appreciated  the  presence  of  President  E.  J. 
Wood  and  President  J.  Y.  Card,  of  the  Cardston 
Temple,  and  President  Nibley,  our  Mission  President. 
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The  counsel  and  encouragement  given  was  inspirational 
and  very  timely.  Such,  meetings  are  invaluable  to  us 
all. 

On  December  4th,  Elders  Perry  and  Wilson  sailed 
to  Victoria  and  visited  the  Sunday  School  there,  in¬ 
stalling  a  new  group  of  Sunday  School  officers.  This 
small  Sunday  School  has  grown  considerably  and 
promises  to  become  a  thriving  branch. 

Here  in  Vancouver  the  Elders  are  keeping  their 
regular  weekly  cottage  meetings  going  and  finding 
them  to  be  a  valuable  means  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 
At  one  of  these  meetings  which  is  held  at  the  home 
of  a  fine  family,  the  people  are  surprised  to  learn 
the  plain  simple  truths  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  the  bear¬ 
ers  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  people  like  these, 
who  are  really  looking  for  the  truth. 


imately  three  score  baptisms  have  been  performed,  the 
majority  of  which  were  of  converts. 

Soince  our  last  report  it  has  been  the  good  fortune 
of  this  district  to  meet  in  conference  with  President 
Edward  J.  Wood  and  his  counselor  Joseph  Y.  Card  of 
the  Cardston  Temple  and  our  Mission  President, 
Preston  Nibley.  A  spiritual  feast  and  much  worthwhile 
instruction  was  enjoyed  by  the  missionaries  of  the 
Yakima,  Vancouver,  and  Puget  Sound  Districts. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  sending  greetings  and 
wishes  for  a  Happy  New  Year  to  our  missionary 
companions  throughout  the  missions. 

YAKIMA  DISTRICT:-  Clarence  D.  Samuelsen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  314  South  Mission,  Wenatchee,  Washington. 

The  Savior  has  said,  "Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify 
your  father  which  is  in  heaven."  In  response  to 


MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE,  SEATTLE,  NOVEMBER  29,  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Bertha  Howell.  Pres.  J.  Y.  Card  of  Cardston  Temple,  Loa  Jensen, 
Seletta  Morris.  Clark  Hamblin,  Max  Wilson,  Harrison  Scott. 

Second  Row:  Sterling  Cannon,  Don  Olsen,  Bennett  O’Donnell,  Maude  Sorenson,  Warren  Stewart, 
Mabel  Jones. 

Third  Row:  Byron  Haderlie,  Dixie  White,  E.  J.  Wood,  President  of  Cardston  Temple;  Pearl 
Bott.  Belle  Searle,  Willis/  Hall. 

Fourth  Row:  Gilbert  McICinlay,  Clarence  Samuelson,  John  Phillips,  Preston  Nibley,  Mission 
President;  Frank  McBride,  Robert  McCann,  DeVern  Rasmussen. 

Fifth  Row:  LaVere  Bagwell,  Homer  P.  Richey,  Alex  Brown,  President  of  Seattle  Stake;  Marvin 
Perry,  Barton  Moulton,  Ray  Lambson. 

Sixth  Row:  Verl  Black,  Evan  Jackson,  Gerald  Munk,  Ross  Nielsen,  LaMont  Briggs. 


We  welcome  inio  our  disirici  Elders  Barton,  Peterson 
and  McBride.  These  Elders  will  add  greatly  to  our 
forces  up  here  in  Canada.  At  present  Elders  Frank 
McBride  and  La  Verl  Bagwell  are  working  in  Vic¬ 
toria,  B.  C.  and  Elders  Clark  Hamblin,  Willis  Hall, 
Warren  Barton,  Glade  Peterson  and  Max  Wilson  at 
Vancouver. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT:  -  Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Washington. 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  another  year  and  con¬ 
template  our  labors,  we  find  that  many  important  hap¬ 
penings  have  taken  place  in  our  District.  Not  only 
have  we  seen  the  Saints  grow  in  numbers,  but  also 
the  missionaries  grow  in  knowledge  and  testimony 
of  the  Gospel. 

The  most  significant  happening  of  the  year  was 
the  organization  of  the  Saints  of  the  Puget  Sound 
District  into  the  Seattle  Stake.  We  also  note  that 
five  new  Sunday  Schools  have  been  organized  in  the 
districl  and  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  approx- 


this  admonition,  the  missionaries  of  this  district  are 
endeavoring  to  so  live  each  day  that  their  examples 
will  be  worthy  ones  to  follow,  and  they  are  truly 
happy  in  their  work. 

On  November  27th  and  29th,  we  were  given  the 
privilege  of  attending  missionary  conferences  in  Port¬ 
land  and  Seattle  respectively,  at  which  meetings 
President  E.  J.  Wood  and  President  Joseph  Y.  Card 
of  the  Cardston  Temple  were  special  guests.  In 
listening  to  these  fine  men  we  received  spiritual  feast 
and  the  faith  promoting  experiences  they  related  are 
much  appreciated.  President  Nibley  also  gave  some 
inspirational  advice.  From  the  information  gathered 
at  these  conference  sessions,  each  missionary  bene¬ 
fited  greatly  and  we  feel  thankful  for  such  talented  and 
spiritual  men. 

Ai  a  baptismal  service  held  in  Yakima  Sunday, 
December  lllh,  Elder  Don  C.  Olsen  had  the  privilege 
of  conducting  six  children  through  the  waters  of 
baptism.  It  was  with  joy  and  satisfaction  that  these 
children  were  confirmed  members  of  this  great  Church. 
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OREGON  DISTRICT Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
Box  2149,  Portland,  Oregon. 

At  the  end  of  this  year's  activity,  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  contemplate  the  various  events  which 
have  taken  place.  The  year  has  been  full  of  activity 
and  we  feel  that  we  have  been  blessed  greatly  in  all 
that  we  have  attempted  to  do. 

Since  missionary  work  was  begun  in  this  district 
and  mission  by  two  missionaries  in  1898,  it 
has  been  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  in  this  section  that  at  sometime  a  stake  might 
be  organized  here.  This  desire  was  realized  in  June 
of  this  year  when  the  Portland  Stake  was  organized. 
The  Church  has  made  rapid  strides  in  this  vicinity  and 
out  of  the  work  begun  by  two  missionaries  forty  years 
ago  has  grown  a  great  organization,  which  numbers 
in  this  district  alone  approximately  six  thousand 
people.  Aside  from  the  organization  of  the  stake, 
there  has  been  organized  in  this  district  during  the  past 
year,  six  Sunday  Schools,  three  Relief  Societies,  and 
one  Mutual  Improvement  Association.  On  every  side 
we  are  able  to  witness  a  tremendous  growth  of  the 
Church  and  we  feel  that  God  is  truly  directing  the 
work  in  this  section. 

Elders  McKinlay  and  Warnick  who  are  laboring  in 
Hillsboro,  Oregon,  are  having  much  success  in  their 
efforts  to  organize  a  Sunday  School  there.  In  the 
short  time  they  have  been  there  they  have  been  able 
to  locate  64  heretofore  unknown  members  of  the 
Church. 

During  the  month  a  missionary  conference  was  held 
in  the  Oregon  District  at  which  we  were  privileged 
to  have  President  E.  J.  Wood  and  President  J.  Y. 
Card  of  the  Cardston  Temple  in  attendance.  Much 
counsel  and  advice  was  given  the  missionaries  by 
these  men,  and  we  feel  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
inspirational  meetings  ever  held  ni  this  district. 

A  baptism  was  held  this  month  at  which  Elder  Ralph 
Simpson  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  Betty  Jane 
Roundy  and  Paula  Ann  Archibald.  We  take  great 
pleasure  in  welcoming  these  two  fine  people  into 
the  Church  and  pray  for  their  continued  guidance  in 
the  study  of  the  Gospel  and  the  living  of  its 
principles. 

OFFICE Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  Secretary,  S.  E.  30th 
and  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 

It  is  at  this  time  each  year  that  one  is  inclined  to 
turn  his  thoughts  back  in  contemplation  of  what  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  year.  Some  make  res¬ 
olutions,  others  merely  hope  for  better  things  to  come. 
We,  who  are  in  the  mission  field  have  more  to  look 
back  upon  and  more  to  look  forward  to  than  most 
others  for  our  lives  are  completely  filled  with  activities 
and  opportunities  to  serve.  It  is  our  desire  at  this 
time  to  express  our  gratitude  for  the  blessings  of  the 
year  past  and  to  wish  for  each  and  every  one  through¬ 
out  the  missions  in  the  world  a  year  of  peace  and 
happiness,  and  great  accomplishments  in  furthering 
the  work  of  our  Lord. 

The  Mission  Office  force  spent  a  very  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  with  President  and  Sister  Nibley  and  Annette  in 
the  Mission  Home  where  Santa  Claus  visited  us.  The 
desire  was  expressed  by  all  who  were  present  that 
our  companions  and  folks  at  home  could  be  as  happy 
as  we,  and  know  that  we  appreciate  all  that  has  been 
done  to  make  possible  our  being  here.  Surely,  there 
is  no  place  outside  our  own  homes  where  the  Spirit 
of  Christmas  could  be  enjoyed  in  such  rich  abundance 
as  we  find  it  here. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Victor  F.  Larson,  from  Magrath,  Alberta,  Canada,  to 

Oregon  District. 

Katherine  Lasseile,  from  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  to  Ore.  D. 
Rebecca  Baker,  from  Portland,  Oregon,  to  Ore.,  Dist. 
Bertha  Neraal  Rygg,  from  Portland,  Ore.,  to  Ore.  Dist. 
George  W.  Warnick,  from  Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  to  Ore. 
De  Wilton  C.  Parkinson,  from  Franklin,  Ida.,  to  Ore.  D. 
TRANSFERS 

lone  Johnson,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Puget  Sound. 


Lila  Cook,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Puget  Sound  D. 
Frank  McBride,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
Garth  Fairbanks,  from  Spokane  to  Oregon  District. 
Gilbert  T.  McKinlay,  from  Vancouver  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Dee  Rees,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Oregon  District. 
Don  F.  Manwill,  from  Oregon  to  Spokane-Missoula  D. 
Warren  E.  Barton,  from  Great  Falls  to  Vancouver  B.  C. 
Glade  Peterson,  from  Great  Falls  to  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
Vernon  Burrell,  from  So.  Ore.  to  Yakami-Wenatche. 
Vaughn  Spendlove,  from  Yakima-Wenatchee  to  Puget 
Sound  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Laman  H.  Hedgepeth -Mission  Secretary. 

Pearl  Bott- Relief  Society  Secretary,  Primary  Supervisor, 
Mission  Review  Editor. 

Karl  C.  Freeman  — President  of  Great  Falls,  Montana  D. 
Albert  Holyoak- President  of  Spokane-Missoula  Dist. 
Max  Wilson  — President  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.  District. 
RELEASES 

Mabel  Jones,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Malad,  Idaho. 
Dixie  White,  of  Puget  Sound  — Home,  Venice,  Calii. 
Marvin  Perry,  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.-Home,  Prove,  U. 
Elmer  Bingham,  of  Spokane -Home,  Tuscon,  Arizona. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Mission  Secretary. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


This  is  the  gospel,  the  glad  tidings  which  the  voice 
out  of  the  heavens  bore  record  unto  us.  That  he  came 
into  the  world,  even  Jesus,  to  be  crucified  for  the 
world,  and  to  bear  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  sanc¬ 
tify  the  world,  and  to  cleanse  it  from  all  unrighteaus- 
ness,-  that  through  him  all  might  be  saved  whom  the 
Father  had  put  into  his  power  and  made  by  him. 
(76:40-42.) 


He  who  receiveth  all  things  with  thankfulness  shall 
be  made  glorious;  and  the  things  of  this  earth  shall  be 
added  unto  him,  even  an  hundred  fold,  yea,  more. 
(78:19.) 

For  of  him  unto  whom  much  is  given  much  is  re¬ 
quired;  and  he  who  sins  against  the  greater  light  shall 
receive  the  great  condemnation.  (82:3.) 

I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say,-  but 
when  you  do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise. 

(82:10.) 

This  greater  Priesthood  administerefh  the  gospel  and. 
holdeth  the  key  of  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  even 
the  key  of  the  knowledge  of  God.  Therefore,  in  the 
ordinances  thereof,  the  power  of  godliness  is  mani¬ 
fest.  And  without  the  ordinances  thereof,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Priesthood,  the  power  of  godliness  is 

not  manifest  unto  men  in  the  flesh;  for  without  this 

no  man  can  see  the  face  of  God,  even  the  Father,  and 
live.  (84:19-22.) 

Whoso  is  faithful  unto  the  obtaining  these  two  Priest¬ 
hoods,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  the  magnifying 
their  calling,  are  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  unto  the 
renewing  of  their  bodies.  They  become  the  sons  of 
Moses  and  of  Aaron  and  the  seed  of  Abraham,  and  th© 
church  and  kingdom,  and  the  elect  of  God.  (84:33,  34.) 


I  now  give  unto  you  a  commandment  to  beware 
concerning  yourselves,  to  give  diligent  heed  to  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  For  you  shall  live  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God. 
For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth,  and  whatsoever  is 
truth  is  light,  and  whatsoever  is  light  is  Spirit,  even 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  the  Spirit  giveth  light" 
to  every  man  that  cometh  info  the  world;  and  the 
Spirit  enlightened  every  man  through  the  world,  that 
hearkeneth  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit.  (84:43-46.) 
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OREGON  DISTRICT: -Ralph  E.  Simpson,  Presideni, 
Box  2149,  Portland,  Oregon. 

At  the  end  of  this  year's  activity,  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  contemplate  the  various  events  which 
have  taken  place.  The  year  has  been  full  of  activity 
and  we  feel  that  we  have  been  blessed  greatly  in  all 
that  we  have  attempted  to  do. 

Since  missionary  work  was  begun  in  this  district 
and  mission  by  two  missionaries  in  1898,  it 
has  been  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints  in  this  section  that  at  sometime  a  stake  might 
be  organized  here.  This  desire  was  realized  in  June 
of  this  year  when  the  Portland  Stake  was  organized. 
The  Church  has  made  rapid  strides  in  this  vicinity  and 
out  of  the  work  begun  by  two  missionaries  forty  years 
ago  has  grown  a  great  organization,  which  numbers 
in  this  district  alone  approximately  six  thousand 
people.  Aside  from  the  organization  of  the  stake, 
there  has  been  organized  in  this  district  during  the  past 
year,  six  Sunday  Schools,  three  Relief  Societies,  and 
one  Mutual  Improvement  Association.  On  every  side 
we  are  able  to  witness  a  tremendous  growth  of  the 
Church  and  we  feel  that  God  is  truly  directing  the 
work  in  this  section. 

Elders  McKinlay  and  Wamick  who  are  laboring  in 

Hillsboro,  Oregon,  are  having  much  success  in  their 

efforts  to  organize  a  Sunday  School  there.  In  the 
short  time  they  have  been  there  they  have  been  able 
to  locate  64  heretofore  unknown  members  of  the 
Church. 

During  the  month  a  missionary  conference  was  held 
in  the  Oregon  District  at  which  we  were  privileged 
to  have  President  E.  J.  Wood  and  President  J.  Y. 

Card  of  the  Cardston  Temple  in  attendance.  Much 
counsel  and  advice  was  given  the  missionaries  by 
these  men,  and  we  feel  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
inspirational  meetings  ever  held  ni  this  district. 

A  baptism  was  held  this  month  at  which  Elder  Ralph 
Simpson  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  Betty  Jane 

Roundy  and  Paula  Ann  Archibald.  We  take  great 
pleasure  in  welcoming  these  two  fine  people  into 
the  Church  and  pray  for  their  continued  guidance  in 
the  study  of  the  Gospel  and  the  living  of  its 
principles. 

OFFICE Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  Secretary,  S.  E.  30th 
and  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 

It  is  at  this  time  each  year  that  one  is  inclined  to 
turn  his  thoughts  back  in  contemplation  of  what  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  year.  Some  make  res¬ 
olutions,  others  merely  hope  for  better  things  to  come. 
We,  who  are  in  the  mission  field  have  more  to  look 
back  upon  and  more  to  look  forward  to  than  most 
others  for  our  lives  are  completely  filled  with  activities 
and  opportunities  to  serve.  It  is  our  desire  at  this 
time  to  express  our  gratitude  for  the  blessings  of  the 
year  past  and  to  wish  for  each  and  every  one  through¬ 
out  the  missions  in  the  world  a  year  of  peace  and 
happiness,  and  great  accomplishments  in  furthering 
the  work  of  our  Lord. 

The  Mission  Office  force  spent  a  very  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  with  President  and  Sister  Nibley  and  Annette  in 
the  Mission  Home  where  Santa  Claus  visited  us.  The 
desire  was  expressed  by  all  who  were  present  that 
our  companions  and  folks  at  home  could  be  as  happy 
as  we,  and  know  that  we  appreciate  all  that  has  been 
done  to  make  possible  our  being  here.  Surely,  there 
is  no  place  outside  our  own  homes  where  the  Spirit 
of  Christmas  could  be  enjoyed  in  such  rich  abundance 
as  we  find  it  here. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Victor  F.  Larson,  from  Magrath,  Alberta,  Canada,  to 

Oregon  District. 

Katherine  Lasselle,  from  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  to  Ore.  D. 
Rebecca  Baker,  from  Portland,  Oregon,  to  Ore.,  Dist. 
Bertha  Neraal  Rygg,  from  Portland,  Ore.,  to  Ore.  Dist. 
George  W.  Wamick,  from  Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  to  Ore. 
De  Wilton  C.  Parkinson,  from  Franklin,  Ida.,  to  Ore.  D. 
TRANSFERS 

lone  Johnson,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Puget  Sound. 


Lila  Cook,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Puget  Sound  D. 
Frank  McBride,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
Garth  Fairbanks,  from  Spokane  to  Oregon  District. 
Gilbert  T.  McKinlay,  from  Vancouver  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Dee  Rees,  from  Spokane-Missoula  to  Oregon  District. 
Don  F.  Manwill,  from  Oregon  to  Spokane-Missoula  D. 
Warren  E.  Barton,  from  Great  Falls  to  Vancouver  B.  C. 
Glade  Peterson,  from  Great  Falls  to  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
Vernon  Burrell,  from  So.  Ore.  to  Yakami-Wenatche. 
Vaughn  Spendlove,  from  Yakima-Wenaichee  to  Puget 
Sound  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Laman  H.  Hedgepeth  — Mission  Secretary. 

Pearl  Bott  — Relief  Society  Secretary,  Primary  Supervisor, 
Mission  Review  Editor. 

Karl  C.  Freeman  — President  of  Great  Falls,  Montana  D. 
Albert  Holyoak- President  of  Spokane-Missoula  Dist. 
Max  Wilson  — President  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.  District. 
RELEASES 

Mabel  Jones,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Malad,  Idaho. 
Dixie  White,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Venice,  Calif. 
Marvin  Perry,  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.-Home,  Prove,  U. 
Elmer  Bingham,  of  Spokane -Home,  Tuscon,  Arizona. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Mission  Secretary. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


This  is  the  gospel,  the  glad  tidings  which  the  voice 
out  of  the  heavens  bore  record  unto  us.  That  he  came 
into  the  world,  even  Jesus,  to  be  crucified  for  the 
world,  and  to  bear  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  sanc¬ 
tify  the  world,  and  to  cleanse  it  from  all  unrighteaus- 
ness/  that  through  him  all  might  be  saved  whom  the 
Father  had  put  into  his  power  and  made  by  him. 
(76:40-42.) 


He  who  receiveth  all  things  with  thankfulness  shall 
be  made  glorious;  and  the  things  of  this  earth  shall  be 
added  unto  him,  even  an  hundred  fold,  yea,  more. 
(78:19.) 

For  of  him  unto  whom  much  is  given  much  is  re¬ 
quired;  and  he  who  sins  against  the  greater  light  shall 
receive  the  great  condemnation.  (82:3.) 

I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do  what  I  say;  but 
when  you  do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise. 
(82:10.) 

This  greater  Priesthood  administereth  the  gospel  and 
holdeth  the  key  of  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  even 
the  key  of  the  knowledge  of  God.  Therefore,  in  the 
ordinances  thereof,  the  power  of  godliness  is  mani¬ 
fest.  And  without  the  ordinances  thereof,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Priesthood,  the  power  of  godliness  is 
not  manifest  unto  men  in  the  flesh;  for  without  this 
no  man  can  see  the  face  of  God,  even  the  Father,  and 
live.  (84.19-22.) 

Whoso  is  faithful  unto  the  obtaining  these  two  Priest¬ 
hoods,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  the  magnifying 
their  calling,  are  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  unto  the 
renewing  of  their  bodies.  They  become  the  sons  of 
Moses  and  of  Aaron  and  the  seed  of  Abraham,  and  the 
church  and  kingdom,  and  the  elect  of  God.  (84:33,  34.) 


I  now  give  unto  you  a  commandment  to  beware 
concerning  yourselves,  to  give  diligent  heed  to  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  For  you  shall  live  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  forth  from  the  mouth  of  God. 
For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth,  and  whatsoever  is 
truth  is  light,  and  whatsoever  is  light  is  Spirit,  even 
the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  the  Spirit  givelh  light 
to  every  man  that  cometh  info  the  world;  and  the 
Spirit  enlightened  every  man  through  the  world,  that 
hearkeneth  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit.  (84:43-46.) 


Mission  Miscellanea 


Missionaries  and  Subscribers -Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  he  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — ma!{c  it  your  best. 


AN  ENDURING  CHRISTMAS 

By  JOHN  CLARE,  California  Mission 

Some  six  thousand  years  ago  a  ruler  of  Egypt 
resolved  in  his  pride  that  his  name  should  never 
perish.  He  enslaved  hundreds  of  thousands  and  with 
their  agonizing  toil  he  built  a  great  pyramid.  Today 
laughing  travelers  scale  its  sides  and  wonder  at  the 
foolishness  of  him  who  had  it  built  to  encase  his 
remains. 

Two  thousand  years  ago,  mighty  men  of  Rome, 
swollen  with  pride  because  of  their  military  achieve¬ 
ment  and  intellectual  prowess,  resolved  that  all  nations 
should  be  bound  to  Rome  for  future  ages.  Today 
there  remain  some  excellent  roads  and  ruins  of  the 
past. 

Nearly  twenty  centuries  ago,  lived  a  humble  car¬ 
penter,  who,  in  a  world  teeming  with  hate,  greed, 
and  materialism,  went  about  doing  good.  He  was 
kind  to  rich  and  poor  alike,  urging  men  to  love  one 
another  as  they  loved  themselves,  and  to  do  unto 
others  as  they  would  be  done  by.  He  also  taught 
the  truth  that  life  does  not  cease  at  the  tomb,  but  con¬ 
tinues  without  end,  and  that  "as  a  man  soweth,  so 
shall  he  reap."  He  was  put  to  death  as  a  religious 
disturber  and  an  enemy  of  the  state.  Yet  even  now 
he  stands  first  in  the  esteem  of  the  multimillions  who 
know  of  him.  The  Carpenter  of  Nazareth  taught  men 
how  to  live. 

Men  build  enduringly  not  through  the  power  of 
money,  not  by  ihe  whirling  wheels  of  industry,  not 
through  the  strength  of  armies  and  navies,  not  by  the 
power  of  domineering  groups  and  classes;  but  by 
the  irresistible,  eternal  power  of  Truth  and  Love. 


are -they  are  all  our  brothers  and  sisters  and  we  are 
theirs  —  right  ? 

Oh,  there  are  a  million  and  one  ways  to  do  these 
little,  seemingly  unimportant  things  — and  we  are 
judged  by  them.  If  you  know  of  a  lady  who  is 
physically  incapacitated  and  cannot  do  her  housework 
with  ease,  see  that  it  gets  done  for  her.  Take  her  a 
single  rose  — she  will  love  it.  It  costs  but  a  pittance 
in  money  but  it  pays  dividends  in  happiness.  Little 
things  like  these,  which  are  in  reality  big  things,  make 
life  more  worth  the  living  for  everyone  concerned. 

The  receiver,  of  course,  is  benefitted  directly.  He 
partakes  of  the  favor  done  him  and  if  he  is  anywhere 
near  normal,  he  will  always  harbor  a  feeling  of  friend¬ 
liness  and  gratitude  toward  the  giver.  It  might  even 
give  him  the  idea  of  doing  something  himself  for 
some  one  else.  If  so,  he  has  learned  a  grand  lesson 
in  life.  Yes,  there  are  others  besides  himself.  The 
giver,  who  does  these  things  out  of  love  and  good¬ 
will  profits  most.  He  forgets  self.  He  lives  as  Jesus 
lived;  giving  himself  away. 

We,  as  missionaries  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
have  countless  opportunities  to  give  ourselves  away  — 
our  ideas,  our  services,  ourselves.  To  play  life's 
greatest  game,  we  missionaries  are  in  a  very  advan¬ 
tageous  spot  — and  the  more  we  play  it,  the  more 
skilled  we  become  — and  the  happier  we  shall  be. 
When  we  score  in  this  game,  the  score  may  not  be 
published  in  any  earthly  newspaper,  but  it  is  im¬ 
planted  forever  in  a  human  heart  and  it  will  also 
find  its  place  in  the  good  old  ledger  in  the  realm 
above. 


"MILK  BEFORE  MEAT" 


LIFE'S  GREATEST  GAME 
By  Don  F.  Harris,  Spanish  American  Mission 

It  is  understood  that  we  should  not  work  all  the 
time.  We  should  play,  or  have  some  diversion  that 
rests  us  from  our  work -some  diversion  that  is  uplift¬ 
ing  in  character.  Some  read,  some  write,  still  others 
play  games  —  games  that  require  physical  prowess  or 
games  that  require  mental  exertion.  But  the  game 
that  beats  them  all,  requires  but  little  mental  or  physi¬ 
cal  exertion,*  yet  it  is  life's  greatest  game.  It  is  the 
game  of  giving  without  expecting  to  receive  — the 
game  of  doing  little  unexpected  favors.  No  favor  to 
be  repaid -that  would  spoil  the  whole  thing. 

No  other  game  offers  so  great  an  opportunity  to 
serve.  No  other  game  is  so  interesting,  for  by  play¬ 
ing  this  game,  we  have  to  contact  people  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  world  so  interesting  as  people. 
Nothing  else  offers  such  a  great  scope  of  opportunity. 
Nor  does  any  other  game  yield  so  much  benefit. 
Nothing  else  offers  such  chances  for  enduring  friend¬ 
ships— better  social  relations  and  an  ail  around  better 
feeling  than  the  game  of  doing  little  unexpected  favors. 

Some  people,  inexperienced  in  this  field,  will  ask, 
"Well,  what  is  there  to  do?  What  can  we  do  to 
help  other  people?"  The  experienced  person  always 
sees  an  opportunity.  He  writes  his  thoughts  down  and 
passes  them  on  to  others.  He  helps  the  elderly  lady 
who  has  trouble  getting  about,  he  reads  to  the  fellow 
who  can't  see  well  or  by  pleasant  conversation  makes 
his  day  brighter.  It  matters  not  who  or  what  they 


By  Grant  P.  Grandy,  East  Central  States  Mission 

One  of  the  important  queries  confronting  the  average 
missionary  is,  "What  shall  I  talk  about  at  meetings?" 
A  missionary  should  realize  that  the  subject  chosen  is 
not  so  important  as  how  it  is  presented.  Almost  any 
subject,  well  given,  has  food  for  thought,  both  for 
the  speaker  and  listener.  Surely  we  understand  that 
this  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  not 
learned  in  one  lesson.  Containing  as  the  Gospel 
does  the  answer  to  the  queries  of  where  we  came 
from,  why  we  are  here,  where  we  go  after  we  leave 
this  earthly  probation,  and  of  the  wonderful  possibility 
and  ultimate  desitny  of  man,  in  it  we  have  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  material  from  which  to  teach. 

For  this  very  reason  some  who  hear  only  part  of 
the  beautiful  plan  and  have  a  blurred  conception  of 
the  rest  are  apt  to  reject  the  truth  because  they  can¬ 
not  comprehend  its  beauties.  That  is  why  Paul  ad¬ 
monishes  us  that  we  give  milk  before  meat  in  our 
teachings.  (Heb.  5:12-14).  Let  us  remember  people 
must  be  led  into  the  Church -they  cannot  be  pushed 
into  it. 

False  reports  regarding  our  religion  generally  come 
from  those  who  misunderstand,  and  misunderstanding 
arises  from  one  of  two  causes:  incomplete  teaching  or 
teaching  by  the  wrong  procedure.  I  recall  on  one 
occasion  at  the  end  of  a  street  meeting  one  listener 
cried  angrily,  "I  don't  want  to  hear  such  doctrine, 
and  I  don't  want  my  children  and  people  to  hear  it." 
The  power  of  tradition  was  here  in  conflict  with  re¬ 
vealed  truth  and  the  word  of  God.  Naturally  enough 
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the  trouble  was  misunderstanding.  He  had  heard  loo 
many  truths  to  believe  any  of  them.  It  was  hard  to 
keep  down  the  resentment  that  arose  in  our  souls  that 
anyone  would  feel  that  way  about  our  doctrines.  How¬ 
ever,  we  felt  better  when  another  man  replied,  "To  the 
first  Mormon  Elders  I  heard,  I  said  worse  things  than 
that.  Today,  since  investigating,  I'm  sorry  for  the 
things  I  said,  for  since  that  day  I've  found  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  what  my  soul  was  hungering 
after." 

The  reason  one  rejected  and  the  other  received  our 
ideas  was  that  they  were  in  different  grades.  One 
was  in  the  "kindergarten"  and  the  other  in  "high 
school"  and  we  should  leach  them  accordingly —  give 
them  milk  until  they  can  assimilate  meat. 

As  missionaries  we  should  rejoice  in  the  fact  that 
our  Gospel  does  stand  investigation.  Our  task  then  is 
to  teach  all  men  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  in¬ 
vestigate,  for  once  a  man  starts  studying,  our  battle 
is  won. 


MY  CALL 

By  L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER, 

New  England  Mission 

I  gratefully  accepted  my  missionary  call, 

And  made  a  vow  within  my  heart  to  give  my  very  all  — 
To  sacrifice  my  lime  and  all  the  talent  I  possess, 

To  teach  the  plan  and  point  the  way  to  lasting 
happiness. 

How  fully  I've  accomplished  what  I  started  out  to  do, 
Can  never  be  determined  from  a  human  point  of  view/ 
But  God  has  kept,  within  myself,  a  record  day  by  day, 
He'll  pass  a  righteous  judgment  in  His  own  unerring 
way. 

Have  I  faithfully  adhered  to  all  the  precepts  of 
the  game? 

Have  I  proved  myself  a  servant  truly  worthy  of  His 
name? 

Am  I  loyal  to  my  calling?  Let  me  carefully  reflect  - 
To  fail  in  this  endeavor,  means  the  loss  of  self-respect. 

I  know  no  test  of  manhood  like  a  missionary  call, 
For  by  my  own  initiative,  I'll  either  stand  or  fall. 
I'll  remember,  when  I'm  tempted  to  forsake  the  iron 
rod, 

That  I'm  not  alone -I  represent  my  home,  my  Church, 
my  God. 


THE  WORD  OF  WISDOM 
By  Ersell  S.  Fagan,  Central  Stales  Mission 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  has  come  to  us  in  the  most 
pleasant  manner  possible. 

It  came  not  by  thunderous  commandment,  but  as 
a  greeting  to  the  Saints.  The  Lord  gave  us  this  vital 
message  of  life  and  health,  as  a  principle  with  a 
promise,  showing  forth  the  order  and  will  of  God  in  the 
temporal  salvation  of  the  Saints. 

The  chief  concern  of  man  is  to  know  how  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  physical  organization  with  which  he  is  en¬ 
dowed. 

It  is  his  duty  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  his  existence 
here,  that  will  enable  him  to  sustain  life  on  earth  until 
his  work  here  is  completed. 

Complete  living  requires  sound  mind  within  a  sound 
body.  Without  these  man  cannot  live  happily  and 
serve  well. 

He  who  keeps  his  body  in  good  condition  not  only 
lengthens  his  life  in  years,  but  makes  it  possible  to 
do  more  effective  and  efficient  work.  Even  spiritual 
life  is  less  vigorous  and  less  satisfying  when  the  body 
is  not  in  good  condition. 

The  best  formula  for  maintaining  physical  health 
and  mental  efficiency  is  found  in  the  revealed  word 
of  the  Lord -the  Word  of  Wisdom. 


THE  NAMELESS  SAINT 


"I  only  know  he  heard  God's  voice  and 
came, 

Brought  all  he  had  across  the  sea 
To  live  and  work  for  God  and  me, 

Felled  the  ungracious  oak, 

Dragged  from  the  soil 
With  torrid  toil 

The  thrice-gnarled  roots  and  stubborn  rock, 
With  plenty  piled  the  haggard  mountain¬ 
side, 

And  at  the  end,  without  memorial,  died. 

No  blaring  trumpets  sounded  out  his  fame. 
He  lived,  he  died,  - 1  do  not  know  his  name. 

No  form  of  bronze  and  no  memorial  stones, 
Show  me  the  place  where  lie  his  mould¬ 
ering  bones. 

Only  a  cheerful  city  stands, 

Builded  by  his  hardened  hands. 

Only  ten  thousand  homes 
Where  every  day 
The  cheerful  play 

Of  love  and  hope  and  courage  comes. 
These  are  his  monument,  and  these  alone. 
There  is  no  form  of  bronze  and  no  memorial 
stone. 

And  I? 

Is  there  some  desert  or  some  pathless  sea 
Where  Thou,  Good  God  of  angels,  wilt  send 
me? 

Some  oak  for  me  to  rend,  some  sod, 
Some  rock  for  me  to  break, 

Some  handful  of  His  corn  to  take 
And  scatter  far  afield, 

Till  it  in  turn,  shall  yield 
Its  hundredfold 
Of  grains  of  gold 

To  feed  the  waiting  children  of  my  God? 
Show  me  the  desert,  Father,  or  the  sea. 

Is  it  Thine  enterprise?  Great  God,  send  me. 
And  though  this  body  lie  where  ocean  rolls, 
Count  me  among  all  faithful  souls." 

-Edward  Everett  Hale. 


A  CHOICE  BIT  OF  SCRIPTURE 

In  the  mean  while  his  disciples  prayed  him,  saying, 
Master,  eat. 

But  he  said  unto  them,  I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye 
know  not  of. 

Therefore  said  the  disciples  one  to  another,  Hath  any 
man  brought  him  ought  to  eat? 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  his  work. 

Say  not  ye.  There  are  yet  four  months,  and  then 
cometh  harvest?  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  Lift  up  your 
eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields/  for  they  are  white  al¬ 
ready  to  harvest. 

And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth 
fruit  unto  life  eternal:  that  both  he  that  soweth  and 
he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together. —  St.  John  4:31-36. 
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the  trouble  was  misunderstanding.  He  had  heard  too 
many  truths  to  believe  any  of  them.  It  was  hard  to 
keep  down  the  resentment  that  arose  in  our  souls  that 
anyone  would  feel  that  way  about  our  doctrines.  How¬ 
ever,  we  felt  better  when  another  man  replied,  "To  the 
first  Mormon  Elders  I  heard,  I  said  worse  things  than 
that.  Today,  since  investigating,  I'm  sorry  for  the 
things  I  said,  for  since  that  day  I've  found  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  what  my  soul  was  hungering 
after." 

The  reason  one  rejected  and  the  other  received  our 
ideas  was  that  they  were  in  different  grades.  One 
was  in  the  "kindergarten"  and  the  other  in  "high 
school"  and  we  should  teach  them  accordingly  — give 
them  milk  until  they  can  assimilate  meat. 

As  missionaries  we  should  rejoice  in  the  fact  that 
our  Gospel  does  stand  investigation.  Our  task  then  is 
to  teach  all  men  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  in¬ 
vestigate,  for  once  a  man  starts  studying,  our  battle 
is  won. 

MY  CALL 

By  L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER, 

New  England  Mission 

I  gratefully  accepted  my  missionary  call. 

And  made  a  vow  within  my  heart  to  give  my  very  all  — 
To  sacrifice  my  time  and  all  the  talent  I  possess, 

To  teach  the  plan  and  point  the  way  to  lasting 
happiness. 

How  fully  I've  accomplished  what  I  started  out  to  do, 
Can  never  be  determined  from  a  human  point  of  view,- 
But  God  has  kept,  within  myself,  a  record  day  by  day, 
He'll  pass  a  righteous  judgment  in  His  own  unerring 
way. 

Have  I  faithfully  adhered  to  all  the  precepts  of 
the  game? 

Have  I  proved  myself  a  servant  truly  worthy  of  His 
name? 

Am  I  loyal  to  my  calling?  Let  me  carefully  reflect  - 
To  fail  in  this  endeavor,  means  the  loss  of  self-respect. 

I  know  no  test  of  manhood  like  a  missionary  call, 
For  by  my  own  initiative,  I'll  either  stand  or  fall. 
I’ll  remember,  when  I'm  tempted  to  forsake  the  iron 
rod, 

That  I'm  not  alone  — I  represent  my  home,  my  Church, 
my  God. 


THE  WORD  OF  WISDOM 
By  Ersell  S.  Fagan,  Central  Slates  Mission 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  has  come  to  us  in  the  most 
pleasant  manner  possible. 

It  came  not  by  thunderous  commandment,  but  as 
a  greeting  to  the  Saints.  The  Lord  gave  us  this  vital 
message  of  life  and  health,  as  a  principle  with  a 
promise,  showing  forth  the  order  and  will  of  God  in  the 
temporal  salvation  of  the  Saints. 

The  chief  concern  of  man  is  to  know  how  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  physical  organization  with  which  he  is  en¬ 
dowed. 

It  is  his  duty  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  his  existence 
here,  that  will  enable  him  to  sustain  life  on  earth  until 
his  work  here  is  completed. 

Complete  living  requires  sound  mind  within  a  sound 
body.  Without  these  man  cannot  live  happily  and 
serve  well. 

He  who  keeps  his  body  in  good  condition  not  only 
lengthens  his  life  in  years,  but  makes  it  possible  to 
do  more  effective  and  efficient  work.  Even  spiritual 
life  is  less  vigorous  and  less  satisfying  when  the  body 
is  not  in  good  condition. 

The  best  formula  for  maintaining  physical  health 
and  mental  efficiency  is  found  in  the  revealed  word 
of  the  Lord -the  Word  of  Wisdom. 


THE  NAMELESS  SAINT 


"I  only  know  he  heard  God's  voice  and 
came, 

Brought  all  he  had  across  the  sea 
To  live  and  work  for  God  and  me; 

Felled  the  ungracious  oak; 

Dragged  from  the  soil 
With  torrid  toil 

The  ihrice-gnarled  roots  and  stubborn  rock; 
With  plenty  piled  the  haggard  mountain¬ 
side/ 

And  at  the  end,  without  memorial,  died. 

No  blaring  trumpets  sounded  out  his  fame. 
He  lived,  he  died, -I  do  not  know  his  name. 

No  form  of  bronze  and  no  memorial  stones, 
Show  me  the  place  where  lie  his  mould¬ 
ering  bones. 

Only  a  cheerful  city  stands, 

Builded  by  his  hardened  hands. 

Only  ten  thousand  homes 
Where  every  day 
The  cheerful  play 

Of  love  and  hope  and  courage  comes. 
These  are  his  monument,  and  these  alone. 
There  is  no  form  of  bronze  and  no  memorial 
stone. 

And  I? 

Is  there  some  desert  or  some  pathless  sea 
Where  Thou,  Good  God  of  angels,  wilt  send 
me? 

Some  oak  for  me  to  rend/  some  sod, 
Some  rock  for  me  to  break; 

Some  handful  of  His  corn  to  take 
And  scatter  far  afield, 

Till  it  in  turn,  shall  yield 
Its  hundredfold 
Of  grains  of  gold 

To  feed  the  waiting  children  of  my  God? 
Show  me  the  desert,  Father,  or  the  sea. 

Is  it  Thine  enterprise?  Great  God,  send  me. 
And  though  this  body  lie  where  ocean  rolls, 
Count  me  among  all  faithful  souls." 

-Edward  Everett  Hale. 

- - 

A  CHOICE  BIT  OF  SCRIPTURE 

In  the  mean  while  his  disciples  prayed  him,  saying, 
Master,  eat. 

But  he  said  unto  them,  I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye 
know  not  of. 

Therefore  said  the  disciples  one  to  another,  Hath  any 
man  brought  him  ought  to  eat? 

Jesus  saith  unto  them,  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  his  work. 

Say  not  ye,  There  are  yet  four  months,  and  then 
cometh  harvest?  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  Lift  up  your 
eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields/  for  they  are  white  al¬ 
ready  to  harvest. 

And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth 
fruit  unto  life  eternal :  that  both  he  that  soweth  and 
he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together. -St.  John  4:31-36. 


The  Divinity  of  Jesus 


ONE  OF  THE  OBJECTIVES  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  -  -  one  of  the  primary 
reasons  for  its  being  written,  was  for  "the  convincing  of  Jew  and  Gentile 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Eternal  God." 

In  this  day  of  "modern"  thought  when  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  is  being  doubted 
or  denied  by  many  professed  Christians  -  both  those  who  sit  in  the  pews  and 
those  who  stand  in  the  pulpits -the  Book  of  Mormon  stands  as  another  witness 
that  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem  -  the  Man  of  Galilee,  is  truly  the  Son  of  God,  and  is 
Himself  God.  On  this  vital  question  Book  of  Mormon  believers  present  a  solid 
front.  Of  the  scores  of  passages  proclaiming  this  divine  truth  we  can  here 
present  but  few.- 

And  the  angel  spake  unto  me,  saying:  These  last  records,  which  thou  hast  seen 
among  the  Gentiles,  .  .  .  shall  make  known  to  all  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people,  that 
the  Lamb  of  God  is  the  Son  of  the  Eternal  Father,  and  the  Savior  of  the  world;  and 
that  all  men  must  come  unto  him,  or  they  cannot  be  saved. — 1  Nephi  10:40. 

For  behold,  the  time  cometh,  and  is  not  far  distant,  that  with  power,  the  Lord 
Omnipotent  who  reigneth,  who  was,  and  is  from  all  eternity  to  all  eternity,  shall  come 
down  from  heaven  among  the  children  of  men,  and  shall  dwell  in  a  tabernacle  of  clay, 
and  shall  go  forth  amongst  men,  working  mighty  miracles.  ...  He  shall  be  called  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  Father  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  Creator  of  all  things 
from  the  beginning;  and  his  mother  shall  be  called  Mary. — Mosiah  3:5,8. 

And  he  said  unto  me:  Behold,  the  virgin  whom  thou  seest  is  the  mother  of  the 
Son  of  God,  after  the  manner  of  the  flesh.  .  .  .  And  I  looked  and  beheld  the  virgin 
again,  bearing  a  child  in  her  arms.  And  the  angel  said  unto  me:  Behold  the  Lamb 
of  God,  yea,  even  the  Son  of  the  Eternal  Father! — 1  Nephi  11:18,  20,  21. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  he  cried  mightily  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  day;  and  behold, 
the  voice  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying:  Lift  up  your  head  and  be  of  good  cheer; 
for  behold,  the  time  is  at  hand,  and  on  this  night  shall  the  sign  be  given,  and  on  the 
morrow  come  I  into  the  world,  to  show  i  unto  the  world  that  I  will  fulfil  all  that  which 
I  have  caused  to  be  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  my  holy  prophets. — 3  Nephi  1:12,  13. 

.  .  .  there  is  save  one  Messiah  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  and  that  Messiah  is  he  who 
should  be  rejected  of  the  Jews,  .  .  .  and  according*  to  the  words  of  the  prophets,  and 
also  the  word  of  the  angel  of  God,  his  name  shall  be  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God. 
And  now,  my  brethren,  I  have  spoken  plainly  that  ye  cannot  err,  .  .  .  and  as  the  Lord 
God  liveth,  there  is  none  other  name  given  under  heaven  save  it  be  this  Jesus  Christ, 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  whereby  man  can  be  saved. — 2  Nephi  25:18-20. 

Behold,  I  say  unto  you  that  the  law  is  fulfilled  that  was  given  unto  Moses.  Behold, 
I  am  he  that  gave  the  law,  and  I  am  he  who  covenanted  with  my  people  Israel;  there¬ 
fore,  the  law  in  me  is  fulfilled,  for  I  have  come  to  fulfil  the  law;  therefore  it  hath  an 
end. — 3  Nephi  15:4,5. 

Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  whom  the  prophets  testified  shall  come  into  the  world. 
And  behold,  I  am  the  light  and  the  life  of  the  world;  and  I  have  drunk  out  of  that 
bitter  cup  which  the  Father  hath  given  me,  and  have  glorified  the  Father  in  taking 
upon  me  the  sins  of  the  world,  in  the  which  I  have  suffered  the  will  of  the  Father  in 
all  things  from  the  beginning.  .  .  .  Arise  and  come  forth  unto  me,  that  ye  may  thrust 
your  hands  into  my  side,  and  also  that  ye  may  feel  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  my  hands 
and  in  my  feet,  that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the  God  of  Israel,  and  the  God  of  the 
whole  earth,  and  have  been  slain  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  .  .  .  And  when  they  had 
all  gone  forth  and  had  witnessed  for  themselves,  they  did  cry  out  with  one  accord, 
saying:  Hosanna!  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Most  High  God!  And  they  did  fall 
down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  did  worship  him. — 3  Nephi  11:10-17. 

Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  Majesty  of  Jesus 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  President  Rudger  Clawson 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 


109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Friday,  Oct.  7,  1938 


ooo 


The  greatest  testimony  that 
has  come  to  me  in  all  my  life  is 
the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  gift  I  received  at 
the  time  of  my  baptism.  That 
will  be  an  unfailing  testimony 
as  long  as  I  am  faithful  in 
magnifying  my  calling  and  in 
keeping  the  commandments  of 
God. 


ooo 


What  I  am  and  what  I  may 
have  accomplished  in  the  world 
is  what  the  Gospel  has  done 
for  me.  And  what  is  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  It  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salva¬ 
tion,  and  if  we  persist  in 
our  testimony  of  it  and  mag¬ 
nify  its  power  in  our  lives  it 
will  assure  our  salvation. 


ooo 


Y  BRETHREN  AND  SISTERS,  I  feel  that  I  would  like  to  bear  my 
testimony  to  this  congregation  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  our  duty,  if  we  have  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel,  to  bear  that  testi¬ 
mony,  not  only  occasionally,  but  frequently,  and  if  we  fail  to  do  this 
we  are  '‘hiding  our  light  under  a  bushel.'1 

A  testimony  of  the  Gospel  is  very  precious.  There  are  millions  of 
people,  children  of  God,  on  this  planet  who  have  no  such  testimony,  and  who  perhaps 
have  never  heard  a  testimony  such  as  we  have,  and  such  as  many  of  our  children 
have  received. 

Joseph  and  Hyrum  Smith 

I  have  been  laboring  fifty  years  in  the  ministry.  I  did  not  know  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  and  his  brother  Hyrum,  but  I  am  acquainted  with  the  stupendous 
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work  that  they  accomplished  under  di¬ 
vine  help,  and  to  me  that  is  a  testimony  of 
the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  because  I  do 
not  think  it  is  humanly  possible  for  any 
individual  to  accomplish  the  work  that 
Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  accomplished 
without  divine  help,  and  I  feel  as  I  know 
the  Prophet  and  his  brother  Hyrum  about 
as  well  as  if  I  had  lived  in  Nauvoo  at 
the  time  of  their  martyrdom. 

Brigham  Young  a  Prophet 

I  was  acquainted  with  President  Brig¬ 
ham  Young.  I  rode  with  him  by  invita¬ 
tion  on  a  trip  through  Southern  Utah 
and  felt  that  it  was  a  great  distinction 
to  ride  with  the  Prophet  of  God.  I  was 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
myself  on  that  occasion. 

He  was  a  great  man;  he  was  a  leader 
of  men;  he  was  a  pioneer,  but  above  all 
he  was  a  prophet  of  God,  a  servant  of 
the  Almighty,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
I  knew  him  fairly  well,  and  knew  of  his 
work  and  of  his  life,  and  that  is  a  testi¬ 
mony  to  me. 

Five  Other  Great  Leaders 

I  was  acquainted  with  President  John 
Taylor  who  is  designated  as  a  champion 
of  the  truth.  He  was  a  valient  man,  an 
able  president,  a  man  of  great  firmness  of 
purpose,  and  who  exerted  an  influence  for 
good  throughout  the  Church  and  through¬ 
out  the  world. 

President  Woodruff  won  great  distinc¬ 
tion  in  the  mission  field.  He' was  cer¬ 
tainly  an  energetic  man  and  a  success¬ 
ful  missionary.  He  found  the  field  white 
and  ready  for  the  harvest,  and  brought 
many,  many  souls  into  the  Church,  both 
in  the  east  and  in  the  west,  as  also  in 
Great  Britain.  He  was  a  humble  man, 
but  that  rather  added  distinction  to  his 
greatness.  I  always  admired  President 
Woodruff.  His  life  was  a  testimony 
to  me. 

President  Lorenzo  Snow,  under  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  Almighty,  brought  the 
Church  out  of  financial  difficulties  and 
stress.  He  was  a  cultured  man  he  was  a 
wise  counselor,  a  great  leader  and  prophet. 
To  me  his  life  and  labors  are  a  testimony 
of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel. 

We  are  all  acquainted  with  the  life 
of  President  Joseph  F.  Smith,  a  man  of 
great  strength  of  character,  a  man  who 


stood  firm  and  steadfast  to  the  truth.  He 
advocated  powerfully  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Though  dead  he  lives  in  his 
testimony  and  his  writings.  He  was  much 
beloved  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  and  I 
loved  him. 

And  now  we  come  to  our  living  pro¬ 
phet  and  leader,  President  Heber  J.  Grant. 
You  are  as  familiar  with  his  life  and 
testimony  as  I  am.  He  is  a  very  active 
man  and  has  already  accomplished  a  great 
work. 

Experiences  in  the  Ministry 

In  my  ministry  during  the  past  thirty- 
nine  years  I  have  traveled  601,000  miles 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
bearing  testimony  of  its  restoration  to 
earth.  I  speak  of  this  modestly  because 
my  experience  is  simply  the  experience  of 
the  Twelve.  They  are  all  just  as  active, 
perhaps  more  so,  than  I  have  been.  They 
may  not  have  noted  it  down,  but  it  is 
so  recorded  in  their  behalf. 

Now,  you  see,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
by  my'  experience,  that  the  Twelve  are  a 
traveling  high  council.  They  are  so  des¬ 
ignated  in  a  revelation  given  to  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Prophet.  They  are  constantly 
upon  the  road,  so  to  speak,  and  are  con¬ 
tacting  presidents  of  stakes  and  counselors, 
high  councilors,  bishoprics  of  wards  and 
other  prominent  officials  in  the  various 
Stakes  of  Zion  and  throughout  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  Mexico.  They  are 
contacting  to  some  extent  the  missions 
on  the  isles  of  the  sea,  and  also  have  con¬ 
tacted  to  a  greater  extent  the  European 
missions.  That  is  our  life's  job,  that 
is  the  responsibility  that  is  upon  us.  In 
addition  to  all  this  we  have  many  home 
duties  and  many  meetings  at  headquarters. 
Well,  I  pause  to  say  we  have  time  to 
eat  a  little  and  sleep  a  little  and  then  we 
are  on  the  go  again. 

My  experience  among  the  members  of 
the  Church  and  the  officials  in  the  Stakes 
of  Zion  has  been  very  happy  and  my 
testimony  of  the  Gospel  has  been 
strengthened  by  having  made  these  con¬ 
tacts  and  by  observing  the  good  works  and 
faith  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

Now,  brethren  and  sisters,  the  greatest 
testimony  that  has  come  to  me  in  all 
my  life  time  is  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  gift  I  received  at  the  time  of 
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my  baptism.  That  will  be  an  unfailing 
testimony  as  long  as  I  am  faithful  in 
magnifying  my  calling  and  in  keeping 
the  commandments  of  God.  I  will  have 
that  testimony  in  my  very  soul,  and  it  is 
my  solemn  duty  to  bear  it  before  the 
saints  of  God  and  before  the  people  of  the 
world. 

There  may  be  some  young  people 
among  us  who  haven't  got  the  testimony 
that  I  speak  of.  They  may  say,  “I  do  not 
know  the  Gospel  is  true,  but  I  believe  it 
is  true."  That  is  a  good  testimony.  It 
is  a  fine  thing  if  they  believe  it.  There 
are  hundreds  and  thousands  and  millions 
of  people  who  do  not  believe  it.  So  if 
our  children  believe  it  is  true  we  surely 
should  be  thankful  for  that,  and  if  they 
will  hold  on  to  their  belief  and  cultivate 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  their  hearts  the 
testimony  will  come  later.  With  some 
young  people  in  the  Church  and  perhaps 
with  some  older  ones  to,  they  know 
the  Gospel  is  true,  but  they  do  not  know 
that  they  know  it.  They  have  not  yet 
made  the  discovery,  but  they  feel  it  in 
their  hearts.  They  are  almost  afraid  to 
testify  to  that  effect,  but  let  them  cling 
to  their  belief  and  be  faithful,  and  the 
Lord  will  give  them  a  testimony. 

Now,  I  would  like  to  say  in  conclusion, 
that  what  I  am  and  what  I  may  have 
accomplished  in  the  world  is  what  the 
Gospel  has  done  for  me,  and  what  you  are 
and  what  you  have  accomplished  the 
Gospel  has  done  for  you.  What  is  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  It  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation,  and  if  we  persist 
in  that  testimony  and  magnify  that  pow¬ 
er  in  our  callings  it  will  be  our  salvation. 
Much  more  might  be  said  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject  of  salvation.  To  obtain  salvation 
in  the  presence  of  God  is  the  very  aim  of 
our  life  in  mortality.  By  that  I  mean 
we  shall  triumph  over  all  our  enemies 
and  put  them  under  our  feet  and  reign 
with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  That  is  an 
end  much  to  be  desired;  that  is  a  consum¬ 
mation  that  can  be  accomplished  and  will 
be  accomplished  by  the  Latter-day  Saints. 

Contact  with  the  Adversary 

The  Lord  bless  you.  I  might  add  a 
word  or  two  respecting  my  testimony 
which  has  been  greatly  strengthened  by 
some  personal  experiences.  I  have  con¬ 
tacted  the  enemy,  I  have  met  the  adversary 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  I  realize 


that  he  is  a  very  shrewd  fellow.  He 
is  seeking  our  destruction.  I  have  met  him 
when  he  was  operating  through  the  spirit 
of  mobocracy,  and  have  been  placed  in 
some  rather  uncertain  and  dangerous  sit¬ 
uations.  I  was,  however,  preserved  and 
delivered  from  the  power  of  the  evil  one, 
and  I  attribute  this  to  the  mercy  of  God. 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  in 
life  or  in  death,  I  must  cleave  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  order  to  be 
saved,  and  I’m  sure  that  is  the  conclusion 
of  every  faithful  Latter-day  Saint.  “What 
doth  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world  and  in  the  end  lose  his  own  im¬ 
mortal  soul?" 

So  the  Gospel  should  be  everything 
to  us.  It  is  most  precious  indeed.  I 
humbly  pray,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  me 
and  qualify  me  for  the  work  that  he 
wishes  me  to  do,  and  I  humbly  pray 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  rest  upon 
each  one,  that  you  will  strive  to  do  His 
will,  that  in  the  end  you  may  have  this 
precious  gift  of  salvation,  because,  as  the 
Lord  says,  "there  is  no  greater  gift." 

May  the  Lord  bless  you,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


WHATEVER  IS -IS  BEST 

I  know  as  my  life  grows  older, 

And  mine  eyes  have  clearer  sight  - 
That  under  each  rank  wrong,  somewhere 
There  lies  the  root  of  right 
That  each  sorrow  has  its  purpose, 

By  the  sorrowing  oft  unguessed. 

But  as  sure  as  the  sun  brings  morning, 
Whatever  is -is  best. 

I  know  that  each  sinful  action, 

As  sure  as  the  night  brings  shade, 

Is  somewhere,  sometime  punished, 

Tho'  the  hour  be  long  delayed. 

I  know  that  the  soul  is  aided 
Sometimes  by  the  heart's  unrest, 

And  to  grow  means  often  to  suffer  - 
But  whatever  is -is  best. 

I  know  there  are  no  errors 
In  the  great  eternal  plan. 

And  all  things  work  together 
For  the  final  good  of  man. 

And  I  know  when  my  soul  speeds  onward, 
In  its  grand  eternal  quest, 

I  shall  say,  as  I  look  back  earthward, 
Whatever  is -is  best. 

-Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 
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A  TESTIMONY 

This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent. 
-John  17:3. 

Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God. -John  3:3. 

At  a  very  early  period  in  my  life  I  be¬ 
gan  to  read  books.  At  eight  years  of  age 
I  was  quite  familiar  with  English  history, 
which  was  my  first  interesting  study. 

A  little  later  I  began  the  study  of  the 
scriptures.  Among  the  passages  which 
greatly  impressed  me  were  those  quoted 
above.  Eternal  life,  I  reasoned,  was  the 
greatest  of  all  gifts.  To  attain  it,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  one  must 
know  God,  and  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  To 
even  see  the  Kingdom  of  God,  much  less 
enter  into  it,  one  must  be  born  again.  I 
asked  myself  what  this  new  birth  con¬ 
sisted  of. 

I  learned,  as  I  read  farther,  that  to  know 
the  truth  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  the 
Redeemer,  it  is  necessary  to  do  the  will  of 
the  Father.  Converted  to  the  truth  of 
this  doctrine,  a  strong  conviction  came  to 
me  that  if  I  were  ever  to  obtain  an  abiding 
testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel  it  was  necessary  to  live  a  clean 
life.  I  must  be  trustworthy,  temperate, 
virtuous,  in  a  word  must  do  the  will  of 
the  Father,  as  the  Son  had  commanded. 
Then  came  a  careful  reading  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  No  book  that  I  had  ever 
read,  or  have  read  since,  impressed  me  as 
did  this  book.  I  read  it  in  connection  with 
works  treating  upon  the  archaeology  of 
the  American  continent,  and  was  thor¬ 
oughly  convinced  of  its  divine  authenticity 
and  truth.  When  I  read  the  last  chapter 
of  the  book  I  was  profoundly  impressed 
with  the  promise  made  by  Moroni,  in 
which  he  says  that  any  one  who  would 
read  the  things  which  he  has  written,  and 
ask  the  Father,  in  faith  believing,  shall 
know  the  truth  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

It  was  my  custom,  while  making  these 
investigations,  to  go  to  a  remote  place 
which  I  had  selected,  and  there  pray  to 
the  Lord  for  wisdom  that  I  might  under¬ 
stand  the  things  which  I  read.  On  one 
of  these  occasions,  after  reading  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  testimony  which  I  de¬ 
sired  came  to  me.  A  great  joy  filled  my 
soul,  I  was  very  happy.  I  felt  that  my 
transgressions  were  forgiven,  and  I  loved 
and  forgave  every  one.  That  my  Re¬ 


deemer  lived  and  had  restored  His  Gospel 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Joseph 
Smith,  the  great  prophet  of  this  dispensa¬ 
tion,  seemed  as  certain  to  me  as  my  own 
existence.  The  scripture  was  easy  to 
understand,  I  knew  that  the  words  of  the 
prophets  would  be  fulfilled,  the  covenant 
people  of  the  Lord  gathered  and  redeemed 
and  that  the  kingdom  and  coming  of  the 
Lord  was  near. 

The  experiences  and  observations  of 
fifty  years  have  confirmed  that  testimony 
and  if  possible  made  it  stronger  than  ever 
before.  I  have  never  been  in  doubt  for  a 
moment,  but  have  waited  patiently  and 
happily  for  the  consummation  of  the  work 
of  the  Lord  and  His  glorious  coming  to 
reign  among  men,  which  I  know  is  very 
near  at  hand. 

I  bear  testimony  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  and  is  today  the  prophet  of  this  dis¬ 
pensation,  the  chosen  instrument  of  the 
Lord,  through  whom  the  Gospel  has  been 
restored  to  earth,  that  its  inhabitants  may 
be  warned  and  brought  to  repentance  if 
they  are  to  avoid  the  judgments  of  the 
Almighty  which  hang  over  them. 

— Pres.  Anthony  W .  Ivins. 


PRAYER  IN  THE  HOME 

“Prayer  is  the  Soul's  sincere  desire," 
and  without  that  sincere  desire  there  is  no 
communion  with  God.  Before  the  promise 
that  we  shall  receive,  the  Lord  places  the 
requirement  that  we  ask.  The  glorious 
visitation  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  that 
marked  the  inauguration  of  the  Latter-day 
Dispensation,  the  coming  of  Moroni,  the 
restoration  of  the  Priesthood,  and  one  by 
one  the  revelations  that  restored  to  earth 
a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  doctrines  and 
the  order  of  Church  organization,  all  came 
as  answers  to  prayer.  As  electric  power 
awaits  the  turning  of  the  switch  for  the 
giving  of  light,  so  the  blessings  of  heaven 
are  for  those  who  obey  the  requirement. 
Ask,  if  you  would  receive. 

“Pray  always,  lest  ye  be  led  into  tempta¬ 
tion,"  and  let  your  prayer  partake  of  the 
nature  of  “thank  you"  as  much  as  that  of 
“please." 

Latter-day  Saints  should  pray  vocally 
and  in  secret.  The  children  should  be 
taught  and  urged  to  pray.  Let  there  be 
daily  family  prayer  and  it  will  sweeten 
and  sanctify  the  spirit  and  influence  of 
the  home. — Larz  E .  Relram. 
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GOSPEL  PRINCIPLES  DO  NOT  CHANGE 

By  ELDER  FRANK  EVANS,  President  ot  the 
Eastern  States  Mission 

Address  Delivered  a  1  the  I09th  Semi-Annual  Conference 

I  am  much  pleased  to  be  here  again 
after  another  very  busy  six  months  per¬ 
iod — and  it  has  been  indeed  a  busy  period. 
I  know  that  every  mission  president  can 
testify  to  that,  so  far  as  his  work  is  con- 


Prcsidenl  Frank  Evans 

cerned.  So  could  all  others  who  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  promulgating  this  Gospel,  for 
there  is  such  a  need  in  this  day  for  what 
the  Church  has  to  offer  that  those  who 
are  carrying  the  responsibility  of  this 
message  find  plenty  to  do.  However,  an 
observation  of  George  Klingle  reminds 
us  that: 


God  broke  our  years  io  hours  and  days, 
That  hour  by  hour  and  day  by  day, 

Just  going  on  a  little  way, 

We  might  be  able  all  along  to  keep  quite 
strong. 

Should  all  the  weight  of  life 
Be  laid  across  our  shoulders,  and  the  future 
rife 

With  woe  and  struggle,  meet  us  face  to 
face 

At  just  one  place, 

We  could  not  go; 

Our  feet  would  stop,-  and  so 
God  lays  a  little  on  us  every  day, 

And  never,  I  believe,  on  all  the  way 
Will  burdens  bear  so  deep 
Or  pathways  lie  so  threatening  and  so  steep 
But  we  can  go,  if  by  God's  power 
We  only  bear  the  burden  of  the  hour. 


We  have  had  in  our  mission  some  very 
interesting  experiences  of  late,  some  of 
which  I  would  wish  might  be  known  by 
the  strong  and  valiant  men  who  have  gone 
before  us.  We  are  endeavoring  to  teach 
the  same  things  they  taught  even  a  cen¬ 
tury  ago,  (for  our  mission  is  more  than  a 
hundred  years  old)  but  their  teachings  arc 
being  differently  received  today.  Truths 
that  our  predecessors  offered  were  rejected 
and  ridiculed,  and  for  their  offerings  they 
were  persecuted.  The  same  truths  are 
today  being  received  with  favor.  That 
is  not  to  say  that  more  converts  are  being 
made,  for  not  all  are  interested  as  yet  in 
the  spiritual  phase  of  our  message,  but 
they  are  interested  in  us  and  in  the  fruits 
of  our  doctrines.  Principles  do  not  change. 
We  shall  continue  to  teach  these  century- 
old  doctrines.  Our  health  standards  arc 
the  same  as  those  given  to  the  world 
when  the  Word  of  Wisdom  first  came 
forth.  The  Book  of  Mormon  has  not 
changed.  In  the  early  days  it  was  ac¬ 
cepted  on  faith.  Today  it  is  read  and 
praised  even  by  those  not  of  the  Faith. 
Often  times  this  praise  comes  from  the 
distinguished  and  learned.  A  short  time 
ago  a  man  who  is  well  known  through¬ 
out  this  nation  and  abroad,  speaking  not 
from  our  standpoint  but  addressing  him¬ 
self  to  the  subject,  “Books  of  the  19th 
Century/’  said  in  part  that, 

Of  all  the  religious  books  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  it  seems  probable  that  the 
Book  of  Mormon  was  the  most  powerful. 

The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  the 
same  as  of  old.  Our  interpretations  of 
the  Bible,  I  imagine,  are  the  same  as 
those  learned  and  taught  by  our  grand¬ 
fathers  in  the  School  of  the  Prophets.  We 
are  taught  the  same  principles  of  thrift 
as  of  old,  that  thrift  is  not  mercenary, 
that  although  it  has  to  do  with  material 
things,  it  has  a  moral  and  even  a  spiritual 
aspect.  We  have  always  been  taught  this 
doctrine  which  involves  prudent  giving 
and  judicious  spending  as  well  as  intelli¬ 
gent  saving.  It  is  the  wise  application  of 
resources,  whether  they  be  energy  or 
talents,  or  material  means  it  is  the  an¬ 
tithesis  of  waste.  We  have  always  been 
taught  that  it  is  evil  to  commit  waste. 

Our  social  standards  are  very  much  the 
same  as  when  the  Articles  of  Faith  were 
first  published  to  the  world,  and  we  are 
practicing  those  principles  which  are  ex- 
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pressed  in  that  remarkable  Thirteenth 
Article  of  Faith.  Only  a  short  time  ago 
a  man  whose  opinion  carries  much  weight 
in  his  own  community  (in  the  city  of 
New  York)  said  to  me:  "I  have  been 
contacting  your  Elders  for  many,  many 
years,"  and  he  turned  to  his  card  index 
and  pointed  out  the  names  of  many  whom 
he  had  seen  and  talked  with,  particularly 
upon  business  matters,  and  said:  "In  all 
those  interviews  I  have  not  heard  one 
word,  nor  have  I  seen  a  single  act  that 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  highest 
standards  of  ethics  and  good  morals." 
And  what  interested  me  more  was  his 
statement  that  "There  is  something  be¬ 
hind  it  all." 

"Yes,"  I  said,  "there  is  something  be¬ 
hind  it.  Men  do  not  gather  grapes  of 
thorns  nor  figs  of  thistles.  A  good  tree 
bringeth  forth  good  fruit — it  cannot  bring 
forth  evil  fruit.  An  institution  which 
has  made  history  may  be  approached  by 
the  investigator  to  determine  upon  its 
validity  from  two  sources,  first,  by  an 
examination  of  its  fundamental  principles. 
That  is  the  approach  that  our  fathers  had 
to  make.  It  is  the  spiritual  approach,  if 
you  please.  It  is  the  approach  which  re¬ 
quires  faith.  We  may  all  be  thankful 
that  they  made  that  approach.  If  they 
had  not,  there  would  have  been  no  Church 
history.  The  other  approach  is  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  its  achievements,  to  determine 
what  it  has  done.  Many  people  are  doing 
that  today.  As  to  how  many  of  them  go 
farther  than  that  remains  to  be  seen." 
But  this  we  do  know,  that  the  Church 
is  being  accepted  as  never  before.  We 
have  seen  the  period  of  birth,  of  youth 
and  of  maturity.  We  have  seen  the  period 
of  resistance  and  persecution.  I  sometimes 
wonder  if  we  are  not  now  approaching  a 
period  which  may  sometime  be  known  as 
a  period  of  expansion. 

We  are  thankful  that  some,  even  though 
they  may  be  humble,  even  though  they 
may  be  unlearned,  some  still  have  the 
faith  to  appreciate  the  first  principles,  to 
approach  this  great  body  of  truth  from  the 
first  viewpoint,  that  of  faith  in  its  devine 
origin.  You  know  when  the  disciples 
said  to  Thomas,  "We  have  seen  the  Lord," 
he  wanted  a  physical  demonstration  of 
the  fact.  He  would  not  believe  it,  and  he 
said,  "Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the 
prints  of  the  nails  and  put  my  finger 
into  the  print  of  the  nails  and  thrust 


my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe.' 
He  was  making  his  approach  from  the 
second  standpoint.  Later,  when  the  Lord 
appeared  again  and  said,  ‘‘Thomas,  reach 
hither  thy  finger  and  behold  my  hands, 
and  reach  hither  thy  hand  and  thrust  it 
into  my  side  and  be  not  faithless,  but 
believing,"  Thomas  answered,  "My  Lord 
and  my  God."  Then  Jesus  said  unto  him. 
"Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  me  thou 
hast  believed,  blessed  are  they  who  have 
not  seen  yet  have  believed." 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  I  believe  we 
feel  the  responsibility  of  the  message  which 
we  are  endeavoring  to  carry  to  the  world. 
I  appreciate  those  of  your  sons  and 
daughters  who  are  in  my  care  for  a  time. 
I  praise  them  for  their  sincerity,  for  their 
energy,  for  their  obedience,  and  I  bring 
this  message  to  you,  that  they  are  doing 
well  and  that  we  are  making  progress. 

I  pray  that  we  may  be  able  to  uphold 
the  high  standard  of  those  valiant  men 
who  have  gone  before  us,  who  never 
compromised,  and  who  knew  no  sur¬ 
render  or  defeat.  This  I  do,  in  Jesus’ 
name,  Amen. 


BEGIN  TODAY 


Dream  not  too  much  of  what  you,U  do 
to-morrow, 

How  well  you'11  work  perhaps  another 
year,- 

To-morrow's  chance  you  do  not  need  to 
borrow  - 
Today  is  here. 

Boast  not  too  much  of  mountains  you  will 
master, 

The  while  you  linger  in  the  vale  below/ 

To  dream  is  well,  but  plodding  brings  us 
faster 

To  where  we  go. 

Swear  not  some  day  to  break  some  habit's 
fetter, 

When  this  old  year  is  dead  and  passed 
away 

If  you  have  need  of  living  wiser,  better, 

Begin  To-day. 

-Anonymous. 


God  be  thanked  for  books.  They  are 
the  voices  of  the  distant  and  the  dead,  and 
make  us  heirs  of  the  spiritual  life  of  past 
ages. — William  E.  Charming. 
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pressed  in  that  remarkable  Thirteenth 
Article  of  Faith.  Only  a  short  time  ago 
a  man  whose  opinion  carries  much  weight 
in  his  own  community  (in  the  city  of 
New  York)  said  to  me:  "I  have  been 
contacting  your  Elders  for  many,  many 
years,"  and  he  turned  to  his  card  index 
and  pointed  out  the  names  of  many  whom 
he  had  seen  and  talked  with,  particularly 
upon  business  matters,  and  said:  "In  all 
those  interviews  I  have  not  heard  one 
word,  nor  have  I  seen  a  single  act  that 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  highest 
standards  of  ethics  and  good  morals." 
And  what  interested  me  more  was  his 
statement  that  "There  is  something  be¬ 
hind  it  all." 

"Yes,"  I  said,  "there  is  something  be¬ 
hind  it.  Men  do  not  gather  grapes  of 
thorns  nor  figs  of  thistles.  A  good  tree 
bringeth  forth  good  fruit — it  cannot  bring 
forth  evil  fruit.  An  institution  which 
has  made  history  may  be  approached  by 
the  investigator  to  determine  upon  its 
validity  from  two  sources,  first,  by  an 
examination  of  its  fundamental  principles. 
That  is  the  approach  that  our  fathers  had 
to  make.  It  is  the  spiritual  approach,  if 
you  please.  It  is  the  approach  which  re¬ 
quires  faith.  We  may  all  be  thankful 
that  they  made  that  approach.  If  they 
had  not,  there  would  have  been  no  Church 
history.  The  other  approach  is  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  its  achievements,  to  determine 
what  it  has  done.  Many  people  are  doing 
that  today.  As  to  how  many  of  them  go 
farther  than  that  remains  to  be  seen." 
But  this  we  do  know,  that  the  Church 
is  being  accepted  as  never  before.  We 
have  seen  the  period  of  birth,  of  youth 
and  of  maturity.  We  have  seen  the  period 
of  resistance  and  persecution.  I  sometimes 
wonder  if  we  are  not  now  approaching  a 
period  which  may  sometime  be  known  as 
a  period  of  expansion. 

We  are  thankful  that  some,  even  though 
they  may  be  humble,  even  though  they 
may  be  unlearned,  some  still  have  the 
faith  to  appreciate  the  first  principles,  to 
approach  this  great  body  of  truth  from  the 
first  viewpoint,  that  of  faith  in  its  devine 
origin.  You  know  when  the  disciples 
said  to  Thomas,  "We  have  seen  the  Lord," 
he  wanted  a  physical  demonstration  of 
the  fact.  He  would  not  believe  it,  and  he 
said,  "Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the 
prints  of  the  nails  and  put  my  finger 
into  the  print  of  the  nails  and  thrust 


my  hand  into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe. 
He  was  making  his  approach  from  the 
second  standpoint.  Later,  when  the  Lord 
appeared  again  and  said,  "Thomas,  reach 
hither  thy  finger  and  behold  my  hands, 
and  reach  hither  thy  hand  and  thrust  it 
into  my  side  and  be  not  faithless,  but 
believing,"  Thomas  answered,  "My  Lord 
and  my  God."  Then  Jesus  said  unto  him. 
"Thomas,  because  thou  hast  seen  me  thou 
hast  believed,  blessed  are  they  who  have 
not  seen  yet  have  believed." 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  I  believe  we 
feel  the  responsibility  of  the  message  which 
we  are  endeavoring  to  carry  to  the  world. 
I  appreciate  those  of  your  sons  and 
daughters  who  are  in  my  care  for  a  time. 
I  praise  them  for  their  sincerity,  for  their 
energy,  for  their  obedience,  and  I  bring 
this  message  to  you,  that  they  are  doing 
well  and  that  we  are  making  progress. 

I  pray  that  we  may  be  able  to  uphold 
the  high  standard  of  those  valiant  men 
who  have  gone  before  us,  who  never 
compromised,  and  who  knew  no  sur¬ 
render  or  defeat.  This  I  do,  in  Jesus’ 
name,  Amen. 


BEGIN  TODAY 


Dream  not  loo  much  of  whal  you'11  do 
to-morrow, 

How  well  you'll  work  perhaps  another 
year,- 

To-morrow's  chance  you  do  not  need  to 
borrow  - 

Today  is  here. 

Boast  not  too  much  of  mountains  you  will 
master, 

The  while  you  linger  in  the  vale  below,- 

To  dream  is  well,  but  plodding  brings  us 
faster 

To  where  we  go. 

Swear  not  some  day  to  break  some  habit's 
feller, 

When  this  old  year  is  dead  and  passed 
away 

If  you  have  need  of  living  wiser,  better, 

Begin  To-day. 

-Anonymous. 


God  be  thanked  for  books.  They  are 
the  voices  of  the  distant  and  the  dead,  and 
make  us  heirs  of  the  spiritual  life  of  past 
ages. — William  E.  Charming. 
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"THAT  THEY  MIGHT  HAVE  JOY" 

Behold  all  things  have  been  done  in  the  wisdom  of 
him  who  knowefh  all  things/  Adam  fell  that  men  might 
be,  and  men  are,  that  they  might  have  joy.  -II  Nephi 
2:24-25. 

This  is  so  direct  and  perfect  that  it 
needs  no  exposition.  Only  the  single  in¬ 
quiry:  What  have  we  here — “Men  are 

that  they  might  have  joy?”  Have  we 
here  the  reappearance  of  the  old  Epicurean 
doctrine,  “Pleasure  is  the  supreme  good, 
and  chief  end  of  life?”  No,  verily!  Nor 
any  form  of  the  old  Greek  ethics  of  gross 
self-interest.  For  mark,  in  the  first  place, 
the  different  words,  “Joy”  and  “Pleasure.” 
They  are  not  synonymous.  The  first  does 
not  necessarily  arise  from  the  second. 
“Joy”  may  arise  from  quite  other  sources 
than  “pleasure;”  from  pain,  even,  when 
the  endurance  of  pain  is  to  eventuate  in 
the  achievement  of  some  good;  such  as 
the  travail  of  a  mother  in  bringing  forth 
her  offspring;  the  weariness  and  pain  and 
danger  and  toil  of  a  father,  to  secure  com¬ 
forts  for  loved  ones.  The  “joy”  contem¬ 
plated  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  passage  is 
to  arise  out  of  man's  knowledge  of  evil 
as  well  as  of  good:  through  knowing 
misery,  sorrow,  pain  and  suffering; 
through  seeing  good  and  evil  locked  in 
awful  conflict;  through  a  consciousness 
of  having  chosen  in  that  conflict  the  bet¬ 
ter  part,  the  good;  and  not  only  in  hav¬ 
ing  chosen  it;  but  in  having  wedded  it  my 
eternal  compact,  made  it  his  by  right  of 
conquest  over  evil.  It  is  a  “joy”  that 
will  arise  from  a  consciousness  of  having 
“fought  the  good  fight,”  of  having  “kept 
the  faith.”  It  will  arise  from  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  moral,  spiritual,  and  physical 
strength;  of  strength  gained  in  conflict; 
the  strength  that  comes  from  experience; 
from  having  sounded  the  depths  of  the 
soul;  from  experiencing  all  emotions  of 
which  mind  is  susceptible;  from  testing  all 
the  qualities  and  strength  of  the  intellect. 
A  “joy”  that  will  come  to  man  from  a 
contemplation  of  the  universe,  and  a  con¬ 
sciousness  that  he  is  an  heir  to  all  that  is 
— a  joint  heir  with  Jesus  Christ  and  God; 
from  knowing  that  he  is  an  essential  part 
of  all  that  is.  It  is  a  “joy”  that  will  be 
born  of  the  consciousness  of  existence  itself 
— that  will  revel  in  existence — in  thoughts 
of  and  realizations  of  existence's  limitless 
possibilities.  A  “joy”  born  of  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  the  power  of  eternal  increase. 
A  “joy”  arising  from  asociation  with  the 


intelligences  of  innumerable  heavens.  A 
“joy"  born  of  the  consciousness  of  being 
an  intelligence;  possessing  faith,  knowl¬ 
edge,  light,  truth,  mercy,  justice,  love, 
glory,  dominion,  wisdom,  power;  all  feel¬ 
ings,  affections,  emotions,  passions;  all 
heights  and  all  depths!  “Men  are  that 
they  might  have  “joy;”  and  that  “joy” 
is  based  upon  and  contemplates  all  that  is 
here  set  down. — Elder  B.  H.  Roberts . 


School  Thy  Feelings,  O  My  Brother 


School  thy  feelings,  O  my  brother, 

Train  thy  warm,  impulsive  soul/ 

Do  not  its  emotions  smother, 

But  let  wisdom's  voice  control. 

School  thy  feelings,  there  is  power 
In  the  cool,  collected  mind/ 

Passion  shatters  reason's  tower, 

Makes  the  clearest  vision  blind. 

School  thy  feelings,  condemnation 
Never  pass  on  friend  or  foe, 

Though  the  tide  of  accusation 
Like  a  flood  of  truth  may  flow. 

Hear  defense  before  deciding, 

And  a  ray  of  light  may  gleam, 

Showing  thee  what  faith  is  hiding 
Underneath  the  shallow  stream. 

Should  affliction's  acrid  vial 
Burst  o'er  thy  unsheltered  head, 

School  thy  feelings  to  the  trial, 

Half  its  bitterness  hath  fled. 

Art  thou  falsely,  basely  slandered? 

Does  the  world  begin  to  frown? 

Gauge  thy  wrath  by  wisdom's  standard. 
Keep  thy  rising  anger  down. 

Rest  thyself  on  this  assurance, 

Time's  a  friend  to  innocence, 

And  the  patient,  calm  endurance 
Wins  respect  and  aids  defence. 

Noblest  minds  have  finest  feelings, 
Quivering  strings  a  breath  can  move, 
And  the  Gospel's  sweet  revealings 
Tune  them  with  the  key  of  love. 

Hearts  so  sensitively  moulded 
Strongly  fortified  should  be. 

Trained  to  firmness  and  enfolded 
In  a  calm  tranquility. 

Wound  not  wilfully  another/ 

Conquer  haste  with  reason's  might/ 
School  thy  feelings,  sister,  brother. 

Train  them  in  the  path  of  right. 

-Charles  W.  Penrose. 
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NEW  DIGNITY  IN  EDUCATION 


It  was  enlightening  to  hear  from  the 
president  of  one  of  our  junior  colleges 
this  timely  announcement: 

“This  year  we  purpose  to  bring  our 
school  to  the  students  instead  of  bringing 
the  students  to  our  school/' 

The  educator  went  on  to  explain  that 
the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  schools  must 
teach  their  members  to  create  things,  to 
build,  to  use  their  hands  as  well  as  their 
heads.  He  thought  that  there  is  a  dignity 
about  honest  labor  which  our  veneered 
civilization  seems  to  have  forgotten.  “If 
this  thing  goes  on,"  the  school  executive 
continued,  “we  will  soon  be  a  nation  of 
executives  without  anybody  executing/' 

The  president  of  a  great  university  says 
that  if  'ten  bachelors  of  arts  were  ship¬ 
wrecked  in  mid-ocean,  “they  could  not 
build  a  pontoon  bridge  to  save  their  lives." 
Alexander  Irvine  made  a  dramatic  picture 
of  this  in  an  address.  He  staged  a  fare¬ 
well  banquet  given  by  the  graduating  class 
of  his  school  and  as  the  young  men  sur¬ 
rounded  the  tables  a  blunt-spoken  pro¬ 
fessor  stood  up  to  address  them: 

“Belshazzar’s  hall,  compared  to  this, 
was  a  third-floor  back  lodgings,"  said  the 
professor,  gazing  around  the  opulent  ban¬ 
quet  hall.  He  called  attention  to  the  ex¬ 
quisite  workmanship  of  the  damask  table¬ 
cloths,  and  asked  any  student  present  if 
he  had  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
processes  of  production,  weaving,  bleach¬ 
ing,  designing  of  those  tablecloths.  Not 
one  of  them  had.  He  next  pointed  to  the 
fine  potteries  in  the  hall  and  asked  if  any 
graduate  present  had  ever  helped  to  dig 
the  clay,  fashion  it,  decorate  it  or  bake  it. 
Not  one  of  them  had.  So  he  discussed 
the  cut-glass  on  the  table.  He  pointed 
to  the  silver,  to  the  carpets  and  rugs,  to 
the  curtains  and  draperies,  to  the  mural 
decorations  and  frescoes  and  to  the  furni¬ 
ture.  Had  any  student  ever  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  production  of  any  of  these? 
Not  one  of  them  had. 

“I  know  as  little  about  these  things  as 
you  do,"  the  professor  continued.  “I  have 
never  known  the  joy  of  making  and 
fashioning  things  with  my  hands.  Here 
we  are.  We  produce  nothing  we  eat, 
know  little  of  the  origin  of  things  we  see 
and  if  the  truth  were  known  we’d  have  to 
confess  that  in  99  cases  out  of  100  the 
chief  motive  of  our  education  is  to  escape 


actual  participation  in  work  which  gives, 
or  ought  to  give,  the  greatest  possible  joy 
to  the  worker." 

The  teacher  then  reminded  the  abashed 
banqueters  that  the  highest  form  of  cul¬ 
ture  and  refinemnt  known  to  mankind 
was  associated  with  tools  and  manual  la¬ 
bor.  And  with  a  wave  of  his  hand  he 
pulled  aside  an  imaginary  curtain  on  a 
platform,  and  said  to  the  students  as  he 
presented  a  person  supposed  to  be  standing 
there:  “Gentlemen,  may  I  introduce  to 

you  a  young  Galilean, — Jesus  of  Nazar¬ 
eth."  He  then  asked  his  supposed  guest  if 
there  was  anything  in  the  room  that  He 
could  make  with  His  hands. 

The  professor  enacted  the  Master  of 
Creation  walking  to  the  end  of  the  table, 
lifting  the  cloth  and  pointing  to  the  leg 
of  the  table. 

“Yes,"  said  He,  “I  could  make  this 
table.  I  am  a  carpenter." — Deseret  News. 


A  TESTIMONY 


In  the  meridian  of  time  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  appeared  among  men  in  the  flesh, 
organized  His  Church  with  apostles, 
prophets,  pastors,  evangelists  and  teachers, 
and  preached  the  Gospel  of  faith,  repent¬ 
ance  of  sin,  baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  and  the  laying  on  of 
hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  is  the  spirit  of  Light  and  Truth. 

This  same  Gospel  has  again  been  re¬ 
stored  to  the  earth  in  all  its  fulness  and 
power,  and  is  taught  by  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  which 
was  organized  by  Joseph  Smith,  the 
Prophet,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1830.  He 
declared  that  he  had  received  divine  au¬ 
thority  so  to  do,  by  the  ministrations  of 
angels — namely,  that  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1829,  John  the  Baptist  appeared  to  him 
and  also  to  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  laying 
his  hands  upon  their  heads  conferred  upon 
them  the  Aaronic  or  lesser  Priesthood,  and 
that  later,  Peter,  James  and  John  descend¬ 
ed  from  heaven,  and  laying  hands  upon 
them,  ordained  them  Apostles  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  thus  restoring  the  Melchize- 
dek,  or  higher  Priesthood. 

I  know  and  solemnly  bear  testimony 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  prophet  of  God,  and  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  the 
true  Church. — Pres.  Rudger  Clawson. 
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Have  We  Faith? 


OF  THE  MANY  worthy  attributes 
of  Deity,  perhaps  none  are  more 
positive  and  certain  than  might, 
love  and  truth. 

The  very  thought  of  God  brings  with 
it  the  thought  of  power.  All  who  wor¬ 
ship,  be  they  Christian  or  pagan,  offer 
praise  to  and  seek  the  graces  of  one  might¬ 
ier  than  themselves  —  a  super-human 
power.  Latter-day  Saints  find  in  God  an 
almighty  power  derived  from  intelligence 
by  which  He  creates  and  governs  worlds 
and  all  things  in  them. 

The  Christian  God,  at  least,  is  a  God 
of  love.  It  is  true  that  Christianity  had 
its  night  time  and  in  its  hours  of  darkness 
fancied  a  vindictive  God  delighting  in 
vengeance;  but  since  then  the  day  has 
dawned  and, 

All  around,  and  all  above, 

Bear  this  record -God  is  love. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  God  is  a  loving 
Father  in  a  most  literal  sense,  who  de¬ 
signed  the  earth  and  brought  it  into  being 
for  the  good  of  us,  His  children.  Our 
knowledge  of  our  relationship  to  Him  and 
His  parental  love  for  us  is  one  of  the  most 
satisfying  and  reassuring  factors  of  our 
faith. 

And  Who  could  think  of  God  as  being 
untruthful?  Paul  speaks  of  him  to  Titus 
as  one  “who  cannot  lie."  In  modern  rev¬ 
elation  the  Lord  has  said:  “Though  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  pass  away,  my  word 
shall  not  pass  away,  but  shall  all  be  ful¬ 
filled.  "  Again  He  says: 

Who  am  I,  sailh  the  Lord,  that  have  prom¬ 
ised  and  have  not  fulfilled?  I  command  and 
men  obey  not/  I  revoke  and  they  receive 
not  the  blessing.  Then  they  say  in  their 
hearts:  This  is  not  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
for  his  promises  are  not  fulfilled.  But  wo 


unto  such  for  their  reward  lurketh  beneath, 
and  not  from  above. -Doc.  &  Cov.  58:31-33. 

Now  here  is  a  thought  we  would 
like  to  present:  If  God  is  omnipotent  so 
that  He  can  bring  to  consummation  all  His 
designs,  and  His  purposes  cannot  be  frus¬ 
trated;  if  we  are  assured  that  He  loves  us, 
has  joy  in  our  well-being  and  designed 
that  we  should  have  joy;  if  He  is  a  God 
of  truth  and  cannot  lie — why  can  we  not 
trust  Him? 

We  feel  that  this  question  is  pertinent 
and  fair.  For  while  many  of  us  will  pro¬ 
fess  acceptance  of  these  three  attributes  as 
characteristic  of  Deity,  we  often,  if  not 
habitually,  demonstrate  our  lack  of  faith 
in  their  application. 

The  Lord  has  said: 

And  all  saints  who  remember  to  keep  and 
do  these  sayings,  (the  Word  of  Wisdom) 
walking  in  obedience  to  the  commandments, 
shall  receive  health  in  their  navel  and 
marrow  to  their  bones,-  And  shall  find  wis¬ 
dom  and  great  treasures  of  knowledge,  even 
hidden  treasures/  And  shall  run  and  not 
be  weary,  and  shall  walk  and  not  faint. 
And  I,  the  Lord,  give  unto  them  a  promise, 
that  the  destroying  angel  shall  pass  by 
them,  as  the  children  of  Israel,  and  not  slay 
them. -Doc.  &  Cov.  89:18-21. 

Note  here  that  not  only  physical  health 
is  promised  for  the  keeping  of  this  com¬ 
mandment,  but  “great  treasures  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  even  hidden  treasures.”  Knowledge 
and  understanding  of  the  program  of  life; 
the  destiny  of  man  and  the  way  to  his 
eternal  happiness  is  of  even  greater  value 
than  physical  health.  Such  spiritual  treas¬ 
ures  come  only  through  the  light  and  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  will 
not  be  the  companion  of  him  who  habit¬ 
ually  disobeys  and  whose  body  is  con- 
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tinually  unclean.  Don't  we  want  these 
great  blessings,  or  do  we  doubt  the  ful¬ 
filling  of  the  promise?  Further,  along 
this  same  line,  the  Lord  says: 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord -I,  the  Lord,  am 
merciful  and  gracious  unto  those  who  fear 
me,  and  delight  to  honor  those  who  serve 
me  in  righteousness  and  in  truth  unto  the 
end.  Great  shall  be  their  reward  and  eter¬ 
nal  shall  be  their  glory.  And  to  them 
will  I  reveal  all  mysteries,  yea,  all  the 
hidden  mysteries  of  my  kingdom  from 
days  of  old,  and  for  ages  to  come.  .  .  . 
For  by  my  Spirit  will  I  enlighten  them,  and 
by  my  power  will  I  make  known  unto  them 
the  secrets  of  my  will  -  yea,  even  those 
things  which  eye  has  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  nor  yet  entered  into  the  heart  of  man. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  76:5-10. 

Through  His  Prophet  Malachi,  the 
Lord  issued  this  challenge  and  promise: 

Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store¬ 
house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 
house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out 
a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it. -Mai.  3:10. 

Yet  there  are  those  who  say  they  can¬ 
not  afford  to  pay  into  the  storehouse  of 
the  Lord  that  which  is  His.  Which  at¬ 
tribute  of  God  do  they  doubt?  Is  there  a 
question  as  to  the  power  of  the  Almighty 
to  make  good?  Or  is  there  doubt  of  His 
desire  to  bless,  or  His  honesty  in  fulfilling 
the  promise? 

It  may  not  be,  that  dollars  will  always 
come  back  to  replace  the  dollars  paid  in 
tithing.  But  as  sure  as  God  is  truth, 
blessings  in  rich  measure  will  come  to  all 
who  in  proper  spirit  pay  to  the  Lord  that 
small  portion  He  asks  out  of  all  that  He 
gives.  And  so  it  is  with  every  requirement 
made  by  our  Divine  Father. 

I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do 
what  I  say,-  but  when  ye  do  not  what  I  say, 
ye  have  no  promise.  -  Doc.  &  Cov.  82:10. 

Have  we  faith?  E.  L.  M. 


Life  would  be  a  perpetual  flea  hunt  if  a 
man  were  obliged  to  run  down  all  the  in- 
uendoes,  inveracities,  insinuations  and  mis¬ 
representations  which  are  uttered  against 
him. — Henry  Ward  Beecher . 


"MY  CONVERSION" 


There  comes  to  our  desk  a  booklet  of 
32  pages  bearing  the  above  title  and  carry¬ 
ing  as  author  the  name  of  G.  W.  Curran, 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

We  have  found  this  brochure  of  peculiar 
interest  as  it  relates  the  steps  in  conversion 
to  “Mormonism"  of  one  who  had  been 
reared  as  a  Roman  Catholic  and  grown  to 
maturity  in  that  faith. 

The  author,  who  has  no  quarrel  with 
his  native  church,  sets  out  his  reasons  for 
renouncing  the  faith  of  a  lifetime  and  en¬ 
tering  by  baptism  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Such  dis¬ 
cussion  makes  interesting  reading  for  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  and  those  investigating  the 
faith. 


REWARD  AND  PUNISHMENT  -  NATURAL 
RESULTS 


It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  if  Scrip¬ 
ture  be  our  guide — and,  in  the  words  of 
Christ,  “the  scripture  cannot  be  broken  ' 
(John,  10:35)  that  our  condition  in  the 
world  to  come  shall  be  the  natural  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  life  we  lead  here.  Who 
can  challenge  the  justice,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  inevitability,  of  this  close  relationship, 
as  of  cause  to  effect,  when  we  realize  that 
man  has  freedom  to  choose  for  himself  be¬ 
tween  good  and  evil?  But  the  right  of 
choice — Free  Agency  in  theological  usage — 
necessarily  involves  accountability  and  the 
certainty  of  having  to  meet  the  results  of 
the  choice  that  has  been  made.  The  Lord 
Jesus  taught  with  respect  to  the  Judgment, 
which  none  can  escape,  that  some,  the 
wicked,  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  and  others,  the  righteous,  in¬ 
to  life  eternal.  (See  Matt.  25:46.)  In 
Hebrews  we  read  that  “he  that  cometh 
to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he 
is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
him ”  (Heb.  11:6.)  So  in  whatever 
sense  we  speak  of  rewards  and  punishments 
as  pertaining  to  the  future  life,  we  are 
assured  of  the  reality  of  these  contrasting 
states  and  must  regard  them,  essentially,  as 
effects  produced  by  causes  operative  during 
the  period  of  our  earth-life.  Righteousness 
here  will  bring  reward;  sin  entails  punish¬ 
ment. — Dr.  James  E.  Talmage . 
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tinually  unclean.  Don't  we  want  these 
great  blessings,  or.  do  we  doubt  the  ful¬ 
filling  of  the  promise?  Further,  along 
this  same  line,  the  Lord  says: 

For  thus  saith  the  Lord -I,  the  Lord,  am 
merciful  and  gracious  unto  those  who  fear 
me,  and  delight  to  honor  those  who  serve 
me  in  righteousness  and  in  truth  unto  the 
end.  Great  shall  be  their  reward  and  eter¬ 
nal  shall  be  their  glory.  And  to  them 
will  I  reveal  all  mysteries,  yea,  all  the 
hidden  mysteries  of  my  kingdom  from 
days  of  old,  and  for  ages  to  come.  .  .  . 
For  by  my  Spirit  will  I  enlighten  them,  and 
by  my  power  will  I  make  known  unto  them 
the  secrets  of  my  will  -  yea,  even  those 
things  which  eye  has  not  seen,  nor  ear 
heard,  nor  yet  entered  into  the  heart  of  man. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  76:5-10. 

Through  His  Prophet  Malachi,  the 
Lord  issued  this  challenge  and  promise: 

Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store¬ 
house,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 
house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out 
a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it. -Mai.  3:10. 

Yet  there  are  those  who  say  they  can¬ 
not  afford  to  pay  into  the  storehouse  of 
the  Lord  that  which  is  His.  Which  at¬ 
tribute  of  God  do  they  doubt?  Is  there  a 
question  as  to  the  power  of  the  Almighty 
to  make  good?  Or  is  there  doubt  of  His 
desire  to  bless,  or  His  honesty  in  fulfilling 
the  promise? 

It  may  not  be(  that  dollars  will  always 
come  back  to  replace  the  dollars  paid  in 
tithing.  But  as  sure  as  God  is  truth, 
blessings  in  rich  measure  will  come  to  all 
who  in  proper  spirit  pay  to  the  Lord  that 
small  portion  He  asks  out  of  all  that  He 
gives.  And  so  it  is  with  every  requirement 
made  by  our  Divine  Father. 

I,  the  Lord,  am  bound  when  ye  do 
what  I  say ,  but  when  ye  do  not  what  I  say, 
ye  have  no  promise.  -  Doc.  &  Cov.  82:10. 

Have  we  faith?  E.  L.  M. 


Life  would  be  a  perpetual  flea  hunt  if  a 
man  were  obliged  to  run  down  all  the  in- 
uendoes,  inveracities,  insinuations  and  mis¬ 
representations  which  are  uttered  against 
him. — Henry  Ward  Beecher . 
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There  comes  to  our  desk  a  booklet  of 
32  pages  bearing  the  above  title  and  carry¬ 
ing  as  author  the  name  of  G.  W.  Curran, 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

We  have  found  this  brochure  of  peculiar 
interest  as  it  relates  the  steps  in  conversion 
to  “Mormonism"  of  one  who  had  been 
reared  as  a  Roman  Catholic  and  grown  to 
maturity  in  that  faith. 

The  author,  who  has  no  quarrel  with 
his  native  church,  sets  out  his  reasons  for 
renouncing  the  faith  of  a  lifetime  and  en¬ 
tering  by  baptism  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Such  dis¬ 
cussion  makes  interesting  reading  for  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  and  those  investigating  the 
faith. 


REWARD  AND  PUNISHMENT  -  NATURAL 
RESULTS 


It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  if  Scrip¬ 
ture  be  our  guide — and,  in  the  words  of 
Christ,  “the  scripture  cannot  be  broken  1 
(John,  10:35)  that  our  condition  in  the 
world  to  come  shall  be  the  natural  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  life  we  lead  here.  Who 
can  challenge  the  justice,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  inevitability,  of  this  close  relationship, 
as  of  cause  to  effect,  when  we  realize  that 
man  has  freedom  to  choose  for  himself  be¬ 
tween  good  and  evil?  But  the  right  of 
choice — Free  Agency  in  theological  usage — 
necessarily  involves  accountability  and  the 
certainty  of  having  to  meet  the  results  of 
the  choice  that  has  been  made.  The  Lord 
Jesus  taught  with  respect  to  the  Judgment, 
which  none  can  escape,  that  some,  the 
wicked,  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  and  others,  the  righteous,  in¬ 
to  life  eternal.  (See  Matt.  25:46.)  In 
Hebrews  we  read  that  “he  that  cometh 
to  God  must  believe  that  he  is ,  and  that  he 
is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
him.”  (Heb.  11:6.)  So  in  whatever 
sense  we  speak  of  rewards  and  punishments 
as  pertaining  to  the  future  life,  we  are 
assured  of  the  reality  of  these  contrasting 
states  and  must  regard  them,  essentially,  as 
effects  produced  by  causes  operative  during 
the  period  of  our  earth-life.  Righteousness 
here  will  bring  reward;  sin  entails  punish¬ 
ment. — Dr.  James  E.  Tatmage . 
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"The  Lord  helps  those  who  help  themselves."  This 
proverb  is  very  practical  and  usable  in  everyday  life 
but  most  applicable  in  the  mission  field.  We  who 
are  sent  into  the  world  to  call  men  to  repentance, 
endowed  with  the  necessary  power  and  authority,  must 
show  the  benefit  of  such  a  plan  by  the  work  we 

engage  in  and  by  the  sincere  effort  we  put  forth 

day  by  day.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  teach  by 
example  and  precept  so  as  to  glorify  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

It  is  truthfully  said  the  Lord  will  guide  and  direct 
our  actions,  but  if  we  make  no  effort  no  our  part 
to  accomplish  that  for  which  we  have  been  sent,  His 
spirit  will  weary  of  striving  with  us  and  depart 
leaving  us  to  grope  alone  in  darkness. 

Our  first  duty  is  to  work  diligently  and  make  the 

most  of  the  many  opportunities  that  are  ours.  It 

matters  little  how  inexperienced  one  may  be  in 
handling  the  thing  at  hand  if  he  tries  to  the  best  of 
his  ability  to  do  that  which  is  right. 

We  all  learn  to  do  by  doing,  and  by  doing  be¬ 
come  of  greater  use  to  our  preseoit  cause.  God  will 
bless  him  who  tries  to  do  his  best  no  matter  the  out¬ 
come.  He  who  pushes  aside  his  responsibilities  will 
be  called  a  slothful  servant  and  that  which  he  hath 
shall  be  taken  from  him  and  given  to  another.  For 
it  is  recorded  that  "He  that  is  slothful  shall  not  be 
counted  worthy  to  stand,  and  he  that  learns  not  his 
duty  and  shows  himself  not  approved  shall  not  be 
counted  worthy  to  stand." 

The  missionaries  of  the  Council  Bluffs  district  re¬ 
ceived,  indeed,  a  testimony  in  a  Sacrament  meeting 
last  month.  It  was  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  which 
the  missionaries  were  in  charge.  On  their  program 
they  had  for  one  of  the  speakers  an  investigator  who 
was  first  contacted  by  one  of  the  present  Elders, 
Alvord  L.  Cox.  In  her  talk  she  said  it  was  not  her 
Intention  to  try  to  explain  our  own  religion  to  us 
but  wished  ot  express  her  gratitude  for  the  light  the 
Gospel  had  brought  her.  The  remainder  of  her  talk 
was  a  testimony  as  to  the  truthfulness  and  benefit  of 
this  message  brought  by  the  cleanest  young  men  she 
has  been  privileged  to  meet.  The  Elder  who  taught 
the  Gospel  to  this  young  woman  was  impressively 
reminded  of  the  promise  of  the  Lord:  "And  if  it  be 
so  that  you  should  labor  all  your  days  in  crying 
repentance  unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be 
one  soul  unto  me,  how  great  will  be  your  joy  with 
him  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father." 

WEST  COLORADO  DISTRICT Arlo  B.  Shumway, 
President,  Box  833  Grand  Junction,  Colorado. 

Conference  meetings  were  recently  held  in  Montrose 
and  Grand  Junction.  We  were  very  happy  to  have 
President  and  Sister  Seegmiller  and  Sisters  Marie 
Clark  and  Della  Teeter  of  the  Relief  Society,  with  us. 


The  plans  for  church  buildings  in  Montrose  and 
Grand  Junction  have  been  approved  and  work  will 
begin  on  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  have  been  greatly  blessed  with  having  the 
opportunity  of  organizing  several  new  meetings 
throughout  the  district.  We  have  organized  two 
Sunday  Schools,  one  in  Somerset  and  one  in  Meeker. 
A  Mutual  was  organized  in  Fruita  and  a  Relief 
Society  in  Delta. 

We  are  happy  to  report  nineteen  baptisms  in  this 
district  recently.  Those  being  baptised  are:  Dermond 
Armstrong,  Dimetra  Lovell  Nurse,  Donald  Wayne 
Sommers,  Eunice  Williamson,  Vonna  Heaton  and  Betty 
Jean  Black  by  Elder  G.  Ferris  Chambers;  Rector  Wil¬ 
liam  Crank,  Jr.,  Dolores  Cox,  Thelma  Marie  Sloan, 
Frances  Rebecca  Sloan,  Herman  Dahling  by  Elder 
Arlo  B.  Shumway;  Chester  Grant  Maness,  Ila  Francis 
Cover,  Mable  Jane  Maness,  Merrell  LeRoy  Shepherd, 
Cora  Pearline  Maness,  Susie  Marie  Maness  and  Cornelia 
Grace  Austin  by  Elder  Cedric  O.  Raymond;  and 
Donald  Lee  Bums  by  Elder  D.  Omer  Buttars. 

NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT: -Bruce  H.  Anderson, 
909  South  Cedar,  Casper,  Wyoming. 

Unless  we  become  as  little  children  we  cannot 
enter  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Elders  Anderson  and  Cooley  were  called  to  the 
home  of  a  family  of  investigators  to  administer  to 
their  little  girl.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  Elders,  the 
little  girl  kept  asking  her  mother,  "when,  are  they 
coming  mother,  so  I  can  get  up?"  Such  faith  in  the 
power  of  God  was  rewarded  and  the  little  girl  was 
made  well.  Later,  in  one  of  our  meetings,  the  mother 
bore  testimony  to  the  healing. 

Elders  Taggart  and  Cooley  laboring  in  Sheridan 
were  invited  to  hold  services  at  Fort  McKinzie,  a 
hospital  for  mentally  deficient  World  War  Veterans. 
Before  a  group  of  about  300  such  men  and  their 
attendants  Elder  Taggart  portrayed  the  trek  across  the 
plains  of  the  Mormon  Pioneers  by  oxen  and  by 
handcart. 

Upon  receiving  an  emergency  call,  Elders  Anderson 
and  Ware  traveled  134  miles  to  conduct  the  funeral 
of  the  late  Harvey  P.  Meeks  of  Thermopolis,  Wyoming. 
A  goodly  number  of  non-members  were  present  at  the 
funeral  and  heard  the  Latter-day  Saint  philosophy  of 
a  universal  resurrection  and  life  after  death.  Such 
occasions  make  us  feel  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  a  knowledge  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  New  Year  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  North  Wyoming  District  desire  that 
many  will  gain  testimonies  of  the  Gospel  during  the 
year  and  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  may  prosper  and 
bring  happiness  and  joy  to  many. 

DENVER  DISTRICT Sheldon  S.  Dixon,  President,  471 
Downing,  Denver,  Colorado. 

There  is  no  work  more  honorable  and  worth-while 
than  missionary  work.  The  final  injunction  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  his  disciples  was  to  go  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.  The  leaders  and 
teachers  of  the  Gospel  in  this  district  have  accom¬ 
plished  a  wonderful  work  during  the  past,  but  the 
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glory  and  praise  is  to  the  Lord,  for  it  is  his  Spirit 
that  directs  and  inspires  us  in  all  our  work. 

We  missionaries  are  today  gleaning.  There  is  much 
to  be  accomplished,  for  many  have  not  heard  tho 
Gospel.  Many  have  heard  it,  but  do  not  understand 
it.  The  contacts  by  the  missionaries  of  this  district 
with  Saints  and  investigators  at  Sedalia,  Colorado 
have  been  successful.  Regular  cottage  meetings  are 
now  being  held  and  are  well  attended. 

On  December  9,  Elders  O.  Mark  McRae  and  Howard 
H.  Starr  were  assigned  to  labor  at  Greeley,  Colorado 
and  report  they  are  meeting  with  success  there.  They 
have  located  many  members  not  on  district  records  — 
mempers  who  have  not  been  visited  for  some  time. 
They  plan  on  beginning  a  Sunday  School  there  soon. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Denver  District  Presi¬ 
dency,  a  North  Denver  Branch  was  organized  Decem¬ 
ber  11.  105  were  in  attendance  at  this  meeting. 

On  December  18th  the  Denver  District  conference 
was  held  at  the  Englewood  chapel  with  President 
Douglas  M.  Todd  conducting.  At  this  conference  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  present  in  rich  abundance. 

Dinner  was  served  to  all  visitors  and  a  feeling  of 
love  and  unity  prevailed  throughout  the  day.  Prin¬ 
ciple  speakers  at  the  conference  were:  Apostle  Joseph 
F.  Merrill,  President  and  Sister  William  W.  Seeg- 
miller  and  the  Denver  District  Presidency. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT:— J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
2781  Alpha,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  /  and  let  them  pray  over  him, 

anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord : 

And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and 

the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up." 

Recently  the  Elders  of  this  district  were  called 
by  the  sick  to  pray  over  them  and  anoint  them, 
with  oil  and  the  prayer  of  faith  has  healed  the  sick 
and  the  Lord  has  raised  them  up.  We  have  been 

called  by  the  sick  many  times  lately  and  the  Lord, 

has  come  to  our  aid  each  itme  in  giving  relief  to 

them.  A  good  example  was  when  we  were  called 
to  administer  to  a  member,  who  had  just  undergone 
a  Caesarean  operation.  She  was  suffering  very  much 
and  was  very  restless.  After  we  had  administered  to 
her  the  pain  immediately  left  and  she  was  able  to  get 
some  rest.  Both  mother  and  child  are  getting  along 
fine  and  they  expect  her  to  be  able  to  go  home  in 
two  weeks. 

The  condition  of  the  mother  was  further  endangered 
by  a  broken  pelvis  bone  which  is  rapidly  mending 
and  she  is  getting  along  much  better  than  such 
conditions  would  ordinarily  warrant.  Surely  the  power 
of  God  will  heal  his  children  who  are  faithful  and  live 
his  teachings. 

We  missionaries  of  the  Lincoln  District  are  thank¬ 
ful  for  the  privilege  of  attending  the  dedication  of 
a  monument  at  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  Nov.  18,  1938. 
This  monument  marks  the  place  where  the  vanguard 
of  Pioneers  camped  on  May  12,  1847.  It  is  the  80th 
monument  erected  under  direction  of  the  Utah  Pioneer 
Trails  and  Landmarks  association.  The  pioneers  travel¬ 
ing  through  at  that  time  did  leave  us  a  noble  heritage. 
May  we  always  live  up  to  the  honored  name  and 
standard  they  bequeathed. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  the  members  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  wish  to  acknowledge  our  thanks  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven  for  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy/  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  health,  our  homes  and  all  things  he  has 
blessed  us  with.  May  we  live  throughout  the  com¬ 
ing  year  so  that  we  will  merit  the  choice  blessings  of 
God  and  may  we  prove  faithful  to  the  end. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Scott  Thorn,  from  Springville,  U.  to  Council  Bluffs  Dist. 
Milton  B.  Bryner,  from  Price,  U.  to  Black  Hills  Dist. 
Paul  W.  Cheney,  from  Gooding,  Ida.  to  S.  Wyoming. 
Cecil  A.  Cherry,  from  Preston,  Ida.  to  N.  M.  Dist. 

James  A.  Cope,  from  Ruby's  Inn,  U.  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
Russell  W.  Myers  from  Laketown,  U.  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
Douglas  Francis,  from  Tabor  Alberta,  Can.  to  W.  Colo. 
Carl  W.  Johnson,  from  Moccasin,  Ariz.  to  Scottsbluff. 


Arvil  N.  Peterson,  from  Ogden,  Ut.  to  Scottsbluff  Dist. 
Eugene  B.  Stuki,  from  Paris,  Ida.  to  W.  Colo.  Dist. 

Howard  H.  Starr,  from  St.  George,  U.  to  Denver  Dist. 

Victor  D.  Hatch,  from  Randolph,  U.  to  San  Luis  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

D.  Omer  Buttars,  from  W.  Colo.  Dist.  to  Pueblo  Dist. 
Ferris  Chambers,  from  W.  Colo.  Dist.  to  Black  Hills. 
James  F.  Hadlock,  from  Pueblo  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Paul  L.  Taggart,  from  Scottsbluff  to  N.  Wyoming  Dist. 

Rex  O.  Watson,  from  Scottsbluff  Dist.  to  Denver  Dist. 

Varr  G.  Alder,  from  N.  Mexico  Dist  to  Lincoln  Dist. 
Stanley  R.  Parker,  from  Lincoln  Dist.  to  N.  Mexico. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Bruce  H.  Anderson  appointed  Dist.  President  of  N.  Wyo. 
Lynn  E.  Crane,  appointed  Dist.  President  of  San  Luis. 
Garth  S.  Lunt,  appointed  Dist.  President  of  Pueblo  Dist. 
Vernal  W.  Nalder,  appointed  Dist  President  of  N.  M. 
RELEASES 

A.  O.  Chapman,  of  Pueblo  Dist. -Home,  Heber,  Utah. 
Le  Grand  Ercanbrack,  of  N.  M.  Dist.  — Home,  Provo,  U. 
Charles  A.  Harper,  of  San  Luis  Dist. —  Home,  Pleasant 
Grove,  Utah. 

Ivan  H.  Woodward,  of  N.  Wyoming  Dist.  — Home, 
Franklin,  Idaho. 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 


Bakersfield  Disfricf:  -  George  H.  Nelson,  President, 
1211  King  St.  Bakersfield,  Calif. 

Sometimes  the  Lord  takes  violent  measures  to  warn 
his  people  of  the  necessity  of  humility,  diligence  and 
unity.  The  following  is  one  of  the  greatest  faith  pro¬ 
moting  incidents  that  the  missionaries  and  members  of 
the  Bakersfield  District  have  witnessed: 

On  August  12,  1938,  Dorothy  Lou  Gagon,  eight  years 
of  age,  and  daughter  of  President  Earl  G.  Gagon,  fell 
from  a  swing,  causing  a  compound  fracture  of  the 
right  arm.  She  was  immediately  rushed  to  a  hospital, 
where  she  received  medical  attention,  but  despite  all 
precaution,  and  scientific  care,  what  was  said  to  be 
the  most  deadly  of  all  poisons,  was  discovered.  At¬ 
tending  physicians  were  alarmed,  realizing  only  one 
such  case  in  a  thousand  survives.  Dorothy  was  given 
all  the  medical  help  possible  in  the  three  days  that 
followed,  but  her  condition  grew  steadily  worse  until 
the  doctors  in  charge  told  the  parents  the  little  girl 
could  not  live. 

When  the  child  was  first  taken  to  the  hospital,  the 
Elders  were  contacted.  Later,  her  name  was  sent  to  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple.  Prayer  circles  were  held  by  the 
people  of  the  branch.  W.  R.  Lewis,  released  mis¬ 
sionary,  with  Pres.  Gagon,  promised  Dorothy  she 
would  grow  to  womanhood,  "and  in  this  case,  the 
wisdom  of  the  wise  should  be  confounded  and  a  little 
child  should  lead  them. 

Five  days  after  the  doctors  had  definitely  given 
her  up,  to  the  amazement  of  all,  she  began  showing 
signs  of  recovery.  It  was  decided  that  amputation 
now,  may  save  her  life.  Upon  examination  it  was 
discovered  that  earlier  in  the  day,  the  bones  of  her 
little  arm  had  fallen  apart  and  nature  (?)  had  left  a 
mark  at  the  elbow  showing  the  surgeons  where  to 
cut.  There  were  eight  strong  and  hardened  doctors 
in  her  room,  and  not  one  was  dry  eyed  at  the 
completion  of  the  operation.  The  miracle  of  it,  and 
the  beautiful  faith  and  spirit  that  accompanied  it, 
could  not  be  ignored.  The  doctors  openly  admitted 
there  was  no  other  answer. 

The  unity  and  cooperation  of  the  people  in  Bakers¬ 
field  has  been  most  gratifying.  Many  members  of 
other  churches  prayed  for  her  recovery,  and  people 
who  have  never  prayed  before  joined  in  a  prayer 
for  the  well-being  of  this  child. 

After  four  months  of  isolation  and  treatment  she 
has  returned  to  her  home  and  her  family  with  great 
rejoicing. 
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FRESNO  DISTRICT  :-J.  Roscoe  Huni,  President,  855 
Home  Avenue,  Fresno,  Calif. 

The  Fresno  District  Quorum  of  Elders  has  shown 
that  they  are  heading  for  great  success  in  future 
projects  if  they  may  be  judged  by  the  success  of 
the  dinner-dance  that  was  held  in  Hanford,  December 
1st.  It  was  attended  by  about  100  people  who  have 
since  expressed  their  feelings  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  limes  they  have  had.  About 
sixty  dollars  was  netted  which  will  go  to  the  worthy 
needy  of  the  district. 

Our  missionary  report  meeting  was  held  Dec.  30,  in 
Fresno  at  the  home  of  President  Reed  Curtis.  The 
missionaries  all  bore  strong  testimonies.  The  results 
of  their  labors  and  their  sincere  efforts  have  com¬ 
menced  to  bare  fruits  with  the  baptism  of  two  con¬ 
verts,-  one  from  Sonora  on  Dec.  31st,  and  one  from 
Merce  on  Jan.  1st.  These  converts  are  fine  men  and 
we  congratulate  them  on  the  step  they  have  taken. 

One  of  the  missionaries,  Elder  LeRoy  Hunsaker,  has 
been  called  to  supervise  the  completion  of  the  Fresno 
chapel  and  is  spending  all  his  lime  there.  The  rest 
of  us  are  continuing  our  work  in  crying  repentance 
to  the  people  of  the  world.  We  are  happy  in  this 
work,  and  we  pray  that  the  missionaries  the  world 
over  are  happy  and  that  they  will  strive  to  their 
utmost  to  carry  forth  the  Gospel  message. 

MONTEREY  BAY  DISTRICT: -Reuben  A.  Saunders, 
President,  10  Logan  Si.  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 

"There  is  a  destiny  that  makes  us  brothers  - 
None  live  to  self  alone. 

All  that  we  send  into  the  lives  of  others, 

Comes  back  into  our  own." 

The  true  significance  of  these  words  was  brought 
vividly  to  our  minds  when,  at  our  report  meeting 
held  here  on  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  each 
missionary  arose  and  bore  testimony  to  the  goodness 
of  the  Lord  and  to  the  joy  and  satisfaction  that  had 
come  into  their  lives  through  bringing  the  message 
of  life  and  salvation  to  others  and  thus  bringing  joy 
and  happiness  to  themselves.  There  were  present, 
several  of  the  Saints  who  also  bore  their  testimonies 
as  to  the  blessings  they  had  received. 

After  eating  a  delicious  dinner  served  by  the 
Relief  Society,  who  repeat  this  gracious  act  each 
report  meeting,  we  spent  the  afternoon  visiting  the 
Big  Red  Wood  trees.  While  in  the  forest  we  all  met 
near  the  Cathedral  Trees  and  sent  our  voices  ringing 
out  to  the  world  in  the  songs  of  Zion. 

This  was  a  beautiful  ending  for  the  old  year,  but 
no  more  beautiful  than  was  the  beginning  of  the 
new;  for  after  attending  Sunday  School  and  testi¬ 
mony  meeting  on  Jan.  1st,  we  met  at  3:30  in  the  new 
San  Jose  chapel  where  we  conducted  a  district  baptismal 
service.  Fifty  people  were  in  attendance  and  "The 
Spirit  of  God  Like  a  Fire  was  Burning"  as  we  witnessed 
the  baptism  of  eight  souls  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Our  King  City  Sunday  School  is  growing.  We  had 
22  people  at  our  last  meeting.  Prospects  look  favor¬ 
able  for  a  new  Sabbath  School  in  Los  Gatos,  a  newly 
opened  section  in  this  district. 

We  are  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  blessings 
granted  during  the  past  year  and  pray  that  he  will 
bless  us  and  all  our  companions  throughout  the  New 
Year. 

SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT: -Halbert  J.  Keller,  President, 
3705  Tenth  Ave.,  San  Diego,  Calif. 

The  missionaries  of  the  San  Diego  District  have 
completed  the  work  of  the  year  of  1938  and  are  now 
looking  forward  to  1939  with  eagerness  to  serve  more 
diligently  and  efficiently  in  the  marvelous  work  they 
have  been  called  to  do.  Indeed  we  hope  to  follow 
the  admonitions  of  Alma  7:23-24  "And  now  I  would 
that  ye  should  be  humble,  and  be  submissive  and 
gentle;  easy  to  be  entreated;  full  of  patience  and  long- 
suffering;  being  temperate  in  all  things,-  being  dili¬ 
gent  in  keeping  the  commandments  of  God  at  all 
times;  asking  for  whatsoever  things  ye  stand  in  need, 


both  spiritual  and  temporal;  always  returning  thanks 
unto  God  for  whatsoever  things  ye  do  receive.  And 
see  that  ye  have  faith,  hope  and  charity,  and  then 
ye  will  always  abound  in  good  works." 

Our  work  has  again  been  rewarded  by  the  baptism 
of  several  of  our  investigators.  We  have  welcomed 
into  the  Church,  John  Wilburn  Rodgers,  Vida  Fe 
Stewart,  Ernest  Richard  Hedman,  Wade  Albert  Mit¬ 
chell,  Phyllis  Marie  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hunt.  The  work  of  the  Lord  is  forwarded 
through  conversion  of  souls  as  can  be  testified  to  by 
the  missionaries.  One  of  our  recently  baptized  con¬ 
verts,  now  brings  a  friend  who  is  ready  for  baptism. 
Another  wanted  to  do  missionary  work  and  so  went 
trading  with  the  Elders  several  times.  Another  is 
now  carefully  saving  her  money  that  she  might  fulfil 
a  mission  in  the  near  future,  and  the  others  are  in 
their  own  way  doing  good  by  letting  their  lights 
shine  that  still  others  might  see. 

Zion  is  growing.  A  new  Sunday  School  was  re¬ 
cently  organized  at  Laguna  Beach  and  38  attended 
the  first  time.  Since  then,  the  attendance  has  in¬ 
creased  to  50.  This  is  the  result  of  the  diligent 
efforts  of  Elder  J.  Wendell  Skinner  and  his  wife, 
Sister  Delia  Skinner.  We  have  hopes  of  two  more 
Sunday  Schools  in  the  near  future. 

Before  Christmas,  many  Church  books  were  at¬ 
tractively  displayed  in  the  various  branches.  The 
results  were  surprising  and  there  now  exists  a  much 
greater  number  of  worth-while  books  in  the  homes 
of  the  Saints  and  their  friends. 

Our  blessings  are  extended  to  all  our  companions 
for  continual  happiness  through  work  in  the  mission 
field  as  servants  of  our  Father  in  Heaven.  Remember 
you  are  ambassadors  of  Jesus  Christ  and  "Thou  shall 
not  idle  away  thy  lime." 

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA  DISTRICT: -John  Clair,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  4646,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

The  missionaries  of  Arizona  met  at  the  Arizona 
Temple  in  Mesa  on  December  16  for  their  report  meet¬ 
ing.  A  very  fine  report  and  testimony  was  given  by 
each  of  the  twelve  missionaries  laboring  in  Southern 
Arizona.  All  seemed  happy  to  be  in  Arizona  where 
the  sun  shines  all  the  day. 

At  the  Temple,  we  were  all  greeted  by  President 
Jones,  of  the  Arizona  Temple  and  also  by  his  co¬ 
workers.  The  missionaries  all  desired  to  do  endow¬ 
ment  work  for  the  dead.  President  Jones  willingly 
consented,  and  also  permitted  those  who  cared  to, 
to  stay  over  for  Saturday  to  work  at  the  baptismal 
font. 

There  is  not  a  question  or  a  doubt  that  angels 
were  present  throughout  the  stay  at  the  Temple,  for 
the  very  atmosphere  was  heavenly.  Only  those  who 
have  been  honored  to  go  through  this  sacred  house 
can  appreciate  our  feelings  in  being  privileged  to 
take  part  in  doing  work  for  our  dead  kindred.  The 
Saints  of  Mesa  were  very  kind  to  us  in  opening  up 
their  homes  and  permitting  us  to  enjoy  their  hos¬ 
pitality. 

Elder  E.  C.  Henkel  gave  some  very  timely  advice 
on  how  best  to  direct  cottage  meetings,  having  the 
record  of  conducting  twelve  such  meetings  one  week. 
He  has  an  ardent  love  for  the  work.  His  sincerity 
has  brought  thirteen  converts  to  the  waters  of  baptism. 
His  counsel  gave  the  missionaries  a  greater  realization 
that  time  is  valuable  and  the  souls  of  men  are  precious. 

Appreciating  the  privilege  of  going  through  the 
House  of  the  Lord,  the  missionaries  returned  to  their 
respective  fields  of  labor  determined  to  do  better  and 
to  seek  out  the  righteous,  that  they  may  know  that 
the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  restored. 

We  welcome  info  the  Church  Theodore  R.  Fore¬ 
man,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder  John  Clare  on  De¬ 
cember  10th. 

The  missionaries  of  Southern  Arizona  wish  all  of 
our  companions,  friends  and  loved  ones,  a  most  happy 
New  Year. 
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VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  C.  Loveland,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  Christmas  season  has  meant  a  lot  to  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Virginia  East/  such  a  grand  opportunity 
to  associate  with  our  many  friends,  and  try  in  our 
weak  way  to  crowd  out  a  little  of  the  selfishness  of 
Satan  that  has  crept  unexpectedly  into  our  hearts,  by 
helping  us  to  understand  more  fully  the  purpose  of 
life. 

"Missionary  Messages,"  a  radio  program  presented 
in  Charlottesville  each  Monday  by  Sisters  Myrtle  Joy 
Wadsworth  and  Ellen  Cahoon,  has  won  for  them 
many  friends.  Mrs.  Janet  Jones  turned  on  her  radio 
in  time  to  hear  their  Christmas  message.  It  was 
her  turn  to  entertain  the  Missionary  Baptist  Circle. 
Being  impressed  with  the  Message  she  heard  that 
morning,  she  visited  the  lady  missionaries  and  asked 
them  to  repeat  their  radio  program,  along  with 
extra  musical  numbers  to  her  circle  group.  They  all 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  program  and  thanked  the  girls 
heartily.  Little  did  they  realize  how  thankful  the 
missionaries  were  for  this  special  opportunity. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT: -Vernon  H«  Peterson, 
President. 

This  past  month  has  been  fast  moving  and  very 
inspirational  for  members  and  also  the  missionaries 
of  Virginia  West. 

On  Saturday,  December  3,  a  missionary  report  and 
testimony  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  H. 
E.  Christian.  Although  being  a  non-member,  this 
good  sister  has  readily  opened  her  home  to  the 
missionaries  at  all  times  and  we  wish  to  extend  to 
her  our  sincerest  thanks. 

While  assembled  at  this  meeting,  some  inspirational 
and  guiding  advice  was  given  by  our  Mission  Presi¬ 
dent,  Wm.  T.  Tew,  to  the  fourteen  missionaries  in 
attendance.  The  following  day  a  District  Conference 
was  held  at  Roanoke  and  many  new  faces  were 
present  along  with  a  great  many  of  our  devoted  mem¬ 
bers.  The  hours  passed  like  minutes,  but  a  great 
deal  was  gained  by  all  in  the  three  sessions. 

All  the  Saints  together  with  the  Elders  regret  to 
see  Elder  Bench,  who  has  been  acting  as  district 
president,  leave  us;  but  then  we  know  that  he  can't 
always  be  with  us  and  we  wish  him  well  in  his  new 
field  of  labor. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT :-E.  J.  Whiting, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  again  enter  another 
New  Year  with  grateful  hearts  and  a  new  determina¬ 
tion  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  all  honorable  ways. 

Realizing  that  the  secret  of  success  is  the  con¬ 
stancy  of  purpose,  we  are  resolved  that  this  will  be 
the  banner  year  for  this  district,  and  we  go  into  the 
New  Year  happy,  contented  in  our  work,  and  en¬ 
joying  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

In  New  Martinsville,  Elders  Hughes  and  Greenwood 
report  a  new  interest  has  been  shown  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  branch  since  their  arrival  there  before 

Christmas.  They  feel  that  a  great  deal  of  good  can 
be  done  there  in  the  coming  year.  Elders  Haddock 
and  Judd  report  a  renewed  spirit  in  the  Fairmont 
Branch  and  are  busy  preparing  for  a  visit  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Tew  next  month.  Elders  Curtis  and  Hopkins  are 
laboring  in  Romney  and  Elders  Whiting  and  Webb 

are  traveling  throughout  the  district. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT: -Delbert  K. 

Schiess,  President. 

Before  we  start  another  year,  it  is  a  wise  plan  to 
look  back  over  the  year's  work  and  see  where  we  have 
been  weak,  and  overcome  our  worst  faults. 

A  very  fine  conference  was  held  on  the  18th  of 
December  with  an  attendance  of  some  22  missionaries. 
Many  very  good  sermons  and  timely  instruction  were 
given.  After  the  meetings  most  of  the  people  felt  a 


stronger  determination  to  end  the  old  year  and  start 
the  new  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 
The  missionaries  returned  to  their  field  of  labor 
with  a  greater  determination  to  teach  the  Gospel  and 
live  it  so  their  light  would  shine  more  brightly. 

"By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  The  world 
should  be  made  to  feel  the  Mormon  influence  and 

what  it  has  to  offer.  Our  undivided  attention  in 
the  work  of  the  Master  will  insure  for  us  a  joy  and 
contentment  that  will  last  entemally. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT :- Elworth  Y.  Crossley, 
President. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  have  certainly  en¬ 
joyed  our  labors  during  the  last  month.  The  Win¬ 

chester  and  Lexington  Sunday  Schools  joined  together 
for  a  Christmas  social  and  program.  They  reported 
a  very  successful  time. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Del  W.  Smith  and 
Elder  Arlo  Thad  Yost  into  the  district.  These  two 
Elders  are  certainly  fine  workers  and  we  feel  sure 

they  will  be  a  great  help  in  the  Lord's  work  here 
in  this  part  of  the  vineyard.  Elders  Neville  and  Lee 
report  successful  work  in  Maysville;  which  is  true 
also  of  Elders  Grandy  and  Allen  in  Lexington,  Elders 
Tracy  and  Yost  in  Ashland  and  Elders  Crossley  and 

Smith  in  Martin. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT :- Orval  Mecham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

Mathew  Arnold  once  said,  "Lack  of  recent  informa¬ 
tion  is  responsible  for  more  mistakes  of  judgment  than 
erroneous  reasoning."  The  missionaries  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  striving  to  encourage  every  Latter-day  Saint 
in  his  endeavors  to  gain  a  more  complete  knowledge 
of  the  plan  of  salvation. 

We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  President  Tew 
and  son  with  us  at  a  conference  held  in  Bradfordsville, 
Sunday,  December  11,  at  which  we  received  some 
very  timely  advice  and  instructions  regarding  our 
activities  in  this  district. 

Elders  Kenneth  L.  Unsworth  and  E.  R.  Sponseller 
report  having  much  success  with  their  work  in 
Owensboro.  They  have  been  given  permission  to 
broadcast  the  thirteen  episodes  of  Church  history,  and 
have  also  been  speaking  over  the  Owensboro  broad¬ 
casting  station  each  Sunday  afternoon  during  the  past 
month. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Wallace  Wightman, 
President. 

The  Elders  of  Nashville,  Hubert  C.  Lambert  and 
Francis  B.  Dial,  with  the  aid  of  Sisters  Agnes  Bennett 
and  Emma  Parry  and  executive  officers  in  the  M. 
I.  A.  work  have  demonstrated  what  might  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  concerted  effort.  The  M.  I.  A.  in  Nash¬ 
ville  was  classed  as  nearly  a  failure,  but  through 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord,  labor,  planning,  advertising, 
plays,  socials  and  contests,  the  attendance  has  gradually 
grown.  Starting  with  10  enrolled,  mostly  members, 
this  number  has  grown  each  week  to  an  attendance  of 
62,  most  of  them  outside  friends  coming  out  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  Mormonism.  The  last  social  filled  the  hall 
to  capacity.  Every  endeavor  seems  to  bring  a  bless¬ 
ing  wrought  through  their  faithfulness. 

We  know  this  is  the  Lord's  work  and  our  hearts 
are  full  of  love  for  all  missionaries  and  all  the  world. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

We  are  proud  to  state  that  a  splendid  Mutual  Im¬ 
provement  Association  has  developed  into  an  ideal 
among  the  citizens  near  Bybee,  Tennessee  and  report 
comes  of  a  large  attendance.  A  prosperous  Sunday 
School  prevails  also. 

The  Saints  realizing  the  loyal  support  from  the 
lady  missionaries,  Emma  Kendall  and  Mildred  Patten, 
were  able  to  move  their  place  of  worship  to  a  new 
location  in  the  city  of  Kingsport.  Increased  floor 
space  nad  stage  facilities  make  for  a  better  branch. 
The  move  was  completed  in  time  to  permit  prepara¬ 
tions  for  a  Christmas  play  which  was  rendered  in 
highly  approved  fashion. 

The  missionaries  well  know  that  to  earn  the  Master's 
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acclaim,  we  musl  be  lovers  of  God  ralher  than  of  our 
own  desires.  May  the  New  Year  be  filled  with  much 
joy  and  happiness  for  everyone,  may  it  be  a  year  in 
which  more  people  than  ever  before  will  see  the 
truth  and  accept  it. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT Wendell  D. 
Leavitt,  President. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  said,  "The  great  thing  in 
life  is  not  where  we  are  but  in  what  direction  we  are 
moving." 

We  missionaries  feel  that  we  are  in  one  of  the 
very  best  places  on  earth  to  teach  the  Gospel  and 
we  are  trying  to  move  forward  in  the  right  way.  We 
climaxed  the  years  work  with  an  M.  I.  A.  banquet  in 
Wilmington,  December  31.  Representatives  were 
present  from  the  various  organizations  throughout  the 
district.  We  feel  that  much  good  has  been  done  in 
the  year  that  is  behind  us  and  that  even  more  can 
be  accomplished  in  the  future,  by  working  to¬ 
gether  in  our  respective  duties. 

It  was  impossible  for  President  Tew  to  attend  our 
banquet  and  the  conference  January  1,  but  Elder 
John  Robert  Buswell,  Mission  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  super¬ 
visor  was  with  us.  An  inspirational  missionary  meeting 
was  held  where  much  was  discussed  pertaining  to 
more  effective  missionary  work. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

The  auxiliaries  in  the  branches  are  supporting  each 
other.  Surely  we  can  report  our  M.  I.  A.'s.  as  being 
out  for  a  banner  year  and  it  looks  like  they  would 
achieve  when  they  direct  such  outstanding  work.  We 
have  in  this  district  several  branches  that  are  carry¬ 
ing  out  their  programs  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our 
highest  tributes.  Praise  to  the  leadership  there  and 
the  loyal  support  of  every  true  and  genuine  Latter- 
day  Saint. 

In  some  branches  the  missionaries  make  this  com¬ 
ment:  "My,  it  is  thrilling  to  labor  in  this  branch! 

I've  never  heard  one  Saint  speak  ill  of  any  member." 
There  are  just  a  few  who  haven't  yet  learned  this 
lesson.  How  long  will  it  take  for  them  to  see  it? 

We  are  organizing  a  new  Sunday  School  at  High 
Point.  Several  members  sent  urgent  requests  for  an 
organization  there,  so  they  could  learn  and  live  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  were  made  happy  by 
an  attendance  of  25  people  at  the  opening  on  January 
first.  Several  came  who  were  not  known  to  our  rec¬ 
ords,  but  were  members.  Two  non-members  were 
present.  Contributing  greatly  to  this  success  was 

a  timely  newspaper  article  prepared  by  Brother  R.  M. 
Meyer.  Brother  Meyer  was  one  who  requested  the 
Sunday  School  and  personally  took  the  responsibility 
of  securing  the  hall  and  conducting  the  publicity. 
Our  local  missionaries  are  reporting  100%  and  are 
a  mighty  power  for  good.  We,  as  humble  traveling 
missionaries  are  doing  our  best  in  this  high  calling. 
We  wish  to  put  our  district  on  top  in  the  mission. 

We  are  confident  that  we  have  some  of  the  grandest 

companions  that  ever  went  aboard  and  we  are  proud 
of  our  mission. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Robert  Graham,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Ut.  to  West  Va.  S. 
Glen  Sagers,  from  Tooele,  Utah,  to  N.  C.  East. 

Arlo  Thad  Yost,  from  Bancroft,  Idaho,  to  East  Ky. 
Harold  Robert  Smith,  from  Cleveland,  Idaho,  to  W.  Ky. 
Dell  Walker  Smith,  from  Cleveland,  Idaho,  to  E.  Ky. 
Donna  Lewis,  from  Bountiful,  Utah,  to  W.  Va.  South. 
Erma  Louise  Adams,  from  Wendell,  Idaho,  to  Office. 
Charles  A.  Hughes,  from  Mesquite,  Nev.  to  W.  Va.  N. 
Charles  McConkie,  from  Cen.  S.  Mission,  to  N.  C.  West. 
TRANSFERS 

La  Vonne  Nance,  from  West  Va.  South  to  Virgihia  W. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ralph  Jones -President  of  North  Carolina  East  District. 
RELEASES 

Clara  Brasher,  of  Virginia  West -Home,  Huntington,  Ut. 
Dee  Francom,  of  W.  Virginia  S.  — Home,  Tremonton,  Ut. 


Wendell  C.  Leavitt,  of  Goldsboro,  N.  C.,-Home,  Mes¬ 
quite,  Nevada. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary. 
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DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT: -Karl  Martin,  President, 
Box  201,  Lewistown,  Montana. 

Missionary  work  in  the  Yellowstone  District  has 
been  steadily  going  forward  and  we  rejoice  in  thanks¬ 
giving  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  our  many  testimonies 
that  have  been  strengthened  during  the  past  few  weeks. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold  Sister  Leola 
Fulp  and  Brother  Luther  Brown,  both  ot  them  converts 
who  were  baptized  by  Elder  Karl  Martin  at  a  recent 
baptismal  service  held  in  Lewistown. 

At  Gardiner,  Elders  L.  George  Thatcher  and  Lavawn 
Owen  have  been  laboring  intensively  to  establish  some 
new  organizations  and  recently  upon  an  invitation  to 
attend  a  local  Bible  Class,  they  were  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  explain  several  of  the  different  phases 
of  Mormonism.  As  a  result  they  were  granted  the 
privilege  of  using  the  community  church  to  hold  a 
meeting.  This  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the 
Elders  received  several  invitations  from  people  to 
visit  them  in  their  homes  as  they  were  interested  in 
knowing  more  of  our  message. 

Sisters  Ogden  and  Carter,  while  trading  recently, 
met  a  woman  who  readily  accepted  our  message  after 
reading  part  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  After  attend¬ 
ing  our  services  she  expressed  the  desire  to  learn 
more,  saying  she  felt  it  was  the  very  thing  she  had 
spent  years  earnestly  seeking. 

The  Elders  in  Baker  are  preparing  for  a  bounteous 
harvest  as  the  field  is  white  and  many  of  their  in¬ 
vestigators  are  taking  active  part  in  the  services  and 
by  bringing  their  friends  are  constantly  creating  new 
interest. 

We  feel  that  it  is  truly  our  day  to  vigorously  and 
humbly  thrust  in  our  sickle  and  great  will  be  our 
eternal  happiness. 

LAKE  DISTRICT:  -  Carlyle  Dahlquisi,  President,  5921 
London  Road,  Duluth,  Minnesota. 

What  a  great  privilege  it  is  to  embark  in  the  service 
of  the  Lord,  teaching  others  and  preparing  ourselves 
for  eternity. 

"Wherefore,  be  faithful,  praying  always,  having  your 
lamps  trimmed  and  burning,  and  oil  with  you,  that 
you  may  be  ready  at  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom  — 
For  behold,  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that  I 
come  quickly." -Doc.  &  Cov.  33:17,  18. 

We  of  Lake  District  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have 
had  Elder  Avard  B.  Hall  as  district  president,  guiding 
and  directing  us  in  paths  of  fruitfulness.  And  as 
he  goes  to  his  home  and  we  welcome  Elder  Murry 
G.  Robertson  into  the  field,  we  wish  them  both  well. 
While  summing  up  our  many  blessings  "We  thank 
thee  O  God  for  a  Prophet,  to  guide  us  in  these  latter- 
days."  It  was  the  Prophet  Joseph  who  lighted  the 
house  on  the  hill  that  shall  never  be  without  oil  or 
with  its  wick  untrimmed. 

In  Superior,  Wisconsin,  we  have  a  fine  Sunday 
School,  growing  steadily  under  the  direction  of 

Brother  Charles  Rutherford  and  Sisters  Olsen  and 

Divers  and  Eldeirs  Jenks  and  Robertson;  also  at 
Tower,  Minnesota,  a  branch  is  thriving  independently 
of  missionaries,  under  the  guidance  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord. 

Elders  Andrus  and  McAllister  are  pursuing  their 
labors  in  Virginia,  Minnesota,  while  Primaries,  Bee¬ 
hive  classes,  Book  of  Mormon  classes  and  other 

meetings  are  going  nicely  in  Superior,  Duluth  and 

Fort  William,  Ontario. 

Elder  Benson  is  working  in  Fort  Williams,  follow¬ 
ing  the  call  home  of  Elder  Whiling,  because  of  illness 
in  his  family.  Elders  Dahlquist  and  Dunn  and  Sisters 
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Durrant  and  Chatterton  are  enjoying  many  interesting 
experiences  in  Duluth. 

NORTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT:  -  President  Kenneth 
C.  Ogzewalla,  Anoka,  Minnesota. 

Sunday  evening,  December  4,  two  local  St.  Paul 
members,  Brother  Joseph  Finck  and  Sister  Ruth  Finck, 
and  two  Elders,  President  B.  Harry  Goodman  and 
Kenneth  Ogzewalla,  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  with 
and  addressing,  at  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church 
in  St.  Paul,  a  group  of  26  young  students,  varying  in 
age  from  17  to  27  years.  This  group,  members  of 
several  proteslant  churches,  was  making  a  study  of 
various  churches.  The  "Mormons"  being  the  last  of 
a  series  to  be  studied. 

President  Goodman  talked  for  forty-five  minutes  on 
the  history  of  the  Church,  restoration  of  the  Priesthood, 
organization,  growth  and  accomplishments,  missionary 
system,  along  with  some  doctrines  of  our  belief.  He 
had  time  to  only  touch  lightly  on  each  of  these  sub¬ 
jects,  but  for  1V2  hours  these  students  plied  questions 
that  showed  a  great  deal  of  thought.  Polygamy  was 
discussed,  but  what  impressed  most  was  our  glorious 
purpose  of  life,  salvation  according  to  merit,  and 
Church  organization.  One  Book  of  Mormon  was  lent 
along  with  18  or  20  pamphlets.  All  said  that  this 
had  been  the  most  interesting  evening  of  the  entire 
course  of  study.  It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  this 
privilege  shall  prove  to  be  more  than  an  evening  of 
enjoyment  — that  some  may  receive  more  joy  through¬ 
out  eternity  because  of  their  quest  for  additional 
information. 

MANITOBA  DISTRICT: -Eugene  Hinize,  President, 
182  Kelvin,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada. 

The  largest  crowd  ever  assembled  in  the  town  hall 
of  Fort  Frances,  Ontario,  estimated  at  800,  was  present 
on  December  22,  Thursday  evening,  at  a  Christmas 
concert  sponsored  by  Pauline  Black  and  Grace  McCook, 
missionaries  laboring  in  that  city.  The  program  con¬ 
sisted  of  several  excellent  numbers  by  local  talent, 
dances,  instrumental  numbers,  choruses,  trios,  and 
humorous  readings.  A  panlomine  was  also  presented, 
directed  by  the  sisters,  depicting  the  birth  of  the 
Savior.  Participants  in  the  pantomine  were  children 
under  12  years  of  age,  chosen  from  the  Primary  which 
has  been  conducted  there.  The  pantomine  was  followed 
by  the  coming  of  Santa  Claus,  who  was  so  joyously 
greeted  by  the  youngsters  that  he  was  forced  to  leave 
the  hall  to  distribute  his  treats  to  the  eager  crowd. 

The  group  in  attendance  were  highly  delighted 
with  the  program  which  was  presented  for  the  children 
and  many  fine  comments  were  given.  Local  papers 
commended  the  concert  highly  giving  especial  emphasis 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  presented  free  of  charge  to 
the  entire  group.  All  the  missionaries  were  in  at¬ 
tendance  and  helped  with  the  arrangements  and  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  concert.  We  feel  that  the  missionaries 
who  pul  this  program  over  and  made  it  a  success 
have  indeed  received  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  this 
fine  means  of  preaching  the  Gospel  and  opening  the 
homes  of  the  people.  We  are  thankful  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  that  came  in  this  fashion,  and  feel  sure 
that  it  will  result  in  much  good  to  the  work  in 
Fort  Frances.  The  local  people  are  also  to  be  thanked 
for  their  cooperation  and  assistance.  Thus  we  are 
finding  new  means  every  day  to  put  our  message 
before  the  people. 

Elders  Smith  and  Bushman  are  now  laboring  in 
Kenora,  Ontario,  which  is  a  virgin  project  and  gives 
promise  of  fine  reception  of  the  Gospel.  Elders  Hatch 
and  Dowdle  are  in  International  Falls,  Minnesota, 
starting  another  new  project.  Elders  Hintze  and 
Lyon  are  daily  finding  new  means  of  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  Winnipeg,  having  recently  appeared  be¬ 
fore  a  school  for  boys  with  the  slide  lectures  and 
being  very  well  received. 

At  a  recent  baptismal  service  in  Winnipeg  Isabella 
Martin  Smith  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  We  wish 
her  well  in  her  new  life  in  the  Church. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  all  to  grasp  every  oppor¬ 


tunity  of  placing  this  sacred  message  before  the 
people. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Daniel  Lowry  Smith,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  Yellowstone. 
Virginia  Lee  Divers,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Lake. 
Paul  C.  Lyon,  Jr.,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  U.,  to  Manitoba. 
H.  C.  Bushman,  from  Joseph  City,  Ariz.,  to  Manitoba. 
Wayne  H.  Mecham,  from  Mt.  Emmons,  Utah,  to  N.  D. 
W.  Ashby  Robison,  from  Fillmore,  Utah,  to  S.  Minn. 
Burwell  D.  Hatch,  from  Safford,  Ariz.  to  S.  Dakota. 
Neil  R.  Partridge,  from  Crowley,  Wyo.,  to  N.  Dakota. 
Murry  G.  Robertson,  from  Fountain  Green,  U.,  to  Lake. 
TRANSFERS 

George  E.  Andrus,  from  South  Minn,  to  Lake. 

Raymond  L.  King,  from  Lake  to  South  Minn. 

Amy  Wagstaff,  from  Lake  to  South  Minn. 

Elbert  W.  Brady,  from  Lake  to  North  Minn. 

Lavawn  R.  Owen,  from  South  Minn,  to  Yellowstone. 
Carlyle  Dahlquist,  from  North  Dakota  to  Lake. 

Maurine  Abbott,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Minn. 

J.  Frank  Houston,  from  North  Minn,  to  Mission  Office. 
Elwood  Wilkins,  from  Yellowstone  to  Milk  River. 
LaGrand  Cordon,  from  South  Minn,  to  Yellowstone. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Harvey  Gardner -President  of  North  Dakota  District. 
Carlyle  Dahlquist  — President  of  Lake  District. 

Kenneth  Ogzewalla  — President  of  North  Minn.  District. 
Ross  Schofield  — President  of  Milk  River  District. 
RELEASES 

Wendell  E.  Owens,  of  North  Dakota,  to  Thatcher,  Ariz. 
Merlin  Stoker,  of  North  Minn.,  to  Oakland,  California. 
Delsa  Paulson,  of  South  Minn.,  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
B.  Harry  Goodman,  of  North  Minn.,  to  St.  David,  Ariz. 
Avard  B.  Hall,  of  Lake  District,  to  Eager,  Arizona. 
Darrel  K.  Riddle,  of  South  Dakota,  to  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 
Lawrence  A.  Gilletl,  of  Lake  District,  to  Declo,  Idaho. 
E.  Milton  Freeman,  of  North  Dakota,  to  Idaho  Falls,  Ida. 
Harold  Fredrickson,  of  Milk  River,  to  Roosevelt,  Utah. 
Rolla  T.  McBride,  of  South  Minn,  to  Solomon,  Arizona. 

J.  NEVIN  RICHARDS,  Mission  Secretary. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Carlos  W.  Stone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Tex. 

"Who  said  street  meetings  didn't  do  any  good?" 
Early  in  the  summer  of  '37,  Elders  Claud  Mangum 
and  Carlos  Stone  and  Sisters  Lillian  Jensen  and  Rebecca 
Darley  were  holding  their  regular  evening  street 
meeting.  As  the  crowd  wended  its  way  to  and  fro, 
Antha  Lee  Herbert  stopped  to  listen.  Sister  Jensen 
and  Elder  Mangum  talked  to  her  first,  but  finding  out 
that  she  was  from  Idaho  they  introduced  her  to  Elder 
Stone,  who  is  also  from  Idaho.  She  seemed  very 
interested,  and  said  she  admired  the  missionaries  for 
getting  out  on  the  street  to  tell  the  world  about 
religion.  Her  name  was  taken  by  the  missionaries 
and  afterwards  they  sent  her  some  more  literature. 
Mrs.  Herbert  has  now  returned  to  Dallas,  visiting  one 
of  her  daughters.  She  looked  the  missionaries  up  and 
told  them  that  she  has  joined  the  Church.  She  is 
very  happy,  and  has  a  burning  testimony  of  the  true 
Gospel.  Sister  Herbert  is  a  graduate  Physio-therapist. 
We  welcome  her  into  the  Church  and  ask  that  the 
blessings  of  the  Lord  always  be  with  her. 

Brother  Carl  Manley  of  New  Castle,  Colorado,  has 
jusl  been  received  in  the  Church  through  baptism.  He 
was  contacted  first  in  some  of  the  Stakes  of  Zion,  then 
by  the#  missionaries  of  Dallas.  He  returned  to  Dallas 
on  December  18th  to  be  baptized.  We  are  happy  to 
have  him  join  us,  and  wish  him,  with  his  family, 
continued  happiness. 

Beginning  January  8ih,  over  Radio  Station  KOCA, 
Kilgore,  Texas,  transcribed  programs  will  be  sponsored 
by  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
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Thirteen  episodes  will  be  given  within  the  next  three 
months.  Each  Sunday,  from  4:30  to  5:00  P.  M.,  thirty 
minutes  of  vivid  history  will  be  portrayed  by  Holly¬ 
wood  radio  artists,  dramatizing  the  early  rise  and 
growth  of  the  Church.  The  first  episode,  "The  New 
Promised  Land"  takes  the  listener  from  the  Tower  of 
Babel  to  America/  also  covers  the  journey  of  the 
Nephites  from  Jerusalem,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  a 
great  nation.  The  second  episode,  "The  Visions" 
takes  one  back  to  the  boyhood  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  his  visions,  finding  the  plates,  persecutions  of 
himself  and  the  Saints  and  the  Nauvoo  exodus  to  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  valley.  Tune  in  each  Sunday  and 
listen  to  this  history  of  histories. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Raymond  M.  Holf,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Tex. 

The  climax  of  the  year  1938  was  reached  on  the 
25th  of  December  by  the  presentation  of  the  various 
Christmas  programs  throughout  this  district,  com¬ 
memorating  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ.  We  at  this  time  of  the  year  cannot  fail  to 
sense  the  importance  of  the  message,  "Peace  on  earth 


and  approximately  3,000  tracts  and  pamphlets,  be¬ 
sides  other  books,  Church  magazines,  etc. 

Elders  A.  B.  Langston  and  Afien  Cheney  report  the 
following  experience:  "While  contacting  some  people 
who  had  visited  Temple  Square  in  Salt  Lake  City,  we 
were  directed  to  friends  of  theirs  in  town,  who,  we 
were  informed,  always  upheld  Mormonism.  As  we 
could  find  no  members  in  the  town  we  called  on 
them,  wondering  if  they  would  ask  us  to  slay  for  the 
night.  After  we  had  introduced  ourselves,  they  were 
really  very  glad  we  had  called  on  them  and  invited 
us  to  stay  all  night  with  them.  That  evening  a 
married  couple  came  to  spend  the  night  with  them 
also.  All  of  us  spent  the  entire  evening  discussing 
Mormonism.  The  next  morning  they  said  the  p  evious 
night  was  the  most  enjoyable  onel  every  spent.  We 
were  invited  to  come  to  visit  them  again  soon. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Tex. 

The  recordings  of  Church  history  which  have  re¬ 
cently  been  introduced  into  missionary  work  have 
produced  the  most  interesting  cottage  meetings  that 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE  IN  SAN 
ANTONIO.  NOV.  20.  1938 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Mission  President  ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  Lewella 
R.  Christiansen,  Apostle  Stephen  L  Richards,  District  President  James  R.  Bett- 
ridge,  released:  Edw.  H.  Rampton. 

Center  Row:  Emma  Stuart,  Jos.  R.  Hardy.  Genevieve  Morgan,  Mildred  Jack- 
son,  Alice  Snow,  Gail  P.  Hendricksen.  Evan  Orrne.  Evan  C.  Jenkins. 

Back  Row:  Niel  H.  Purdie,  Vernon  C.  Smith,  Orvel  J.  Hansen,  Glen  H. 
Jensen,  Howard  Albreehtsen,  District  President  Burton  Morgan,  Orson  N.  Allen. 


and  good  will  toward  men"  which  was  sung  almost 
two  thousand  years  ago  by  the  Heavenly  Host  ap¬ 
pearing  to  the  shepherds  watching  their  flocks. 

The  missionaries  of  the  North  Texas  district  have 
been  very  successful  in  their  labors  during  the  past 
month. 

Sisters  Carma  Clawson  and  Ethel  Smart  report:  "On 
December  14th  we  organized  a  Primary  class  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tannahill,  a  home  in  which  the 
Fort  Worth  missionaries  have  been  holding  cottage 
meetings.  The  first  meeting  was  a  source  of  great 
joy.  Upon  our  arrival  we  found  fourteen  children 
assembled,  each  with  a  Bible.  The  meeting  was  indeed 
a  success.  The  children  enthusiastically  learned  the 
new  songs  and  were  willing  to  take  pari  in  the 
prayers." 

The  following  is  reported  by  Elders  Vaughn  W. 
Packer  and  Alfred  H.  Crofts:  "We  have  been  very 
successful  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  on  our  present 
trading  district.  One  lady,  after  reading  the  book, 
asked  if  we  believe  in  the  law  of  tithing.  To  our 
affirmative  answer  she  stated  she  would  like  to  pay 
some  as  she  felt  she  would  be  giving  it  to  the  Lord 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  work  here  upon  the  earth." 

Elders  G.  R.  Jacobson  and  Marvin  Mangum,  who  are 
laboring  in  Lubbock,  report  success  in  their  work 
there.  These  two  Elders  during  the  month  held  36 
meetings,  distributed  61  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 


have  been  held  here  for  a  long  lime.  At  four  dif¬ 
ferent  meetings  in  Houston  the  entire  series  is  being 
used -one  record  a  week.  These  take  up  a  half  hour 
and  are  followed  by  a  class  of  foryt-five  minutes  on 
a  principle  of  the  Gospel  suitable  to  the  episode  just 
heard.  A  series  of  thirteen  lessons  taking  the  Gospel 
principles  logically,  is  being  outlined  to  accompany 
the  records. 

These  dramatic  eoisodes  are  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  picture  lectures,  which  are  still  among  our  most 
effective  means  of  presentation.  Recently  we  were  in¬ 
vited  to  a  meeting  of  the  Scandinavian  Aid  Society 
in  Houston  and  showed  "Landmarks  of  Church  His¬ 
tory."  They  enjoyed  it  very  much  and  welcomed 
the  three  missionaries  heartily. 

In  the  city  of  Beaumont,  which  has  recently  been 
opened  up  again  by  the  missionaries,  the  pictures  have 
been  the  means  of  making  new  friends.  Elders 
Meldon  L.  Karren  and  LaVan  Hendricks  were  in¬ 
vited  to  show  "Forgotten  Empires"  and  "King  of 
Kings"  to  two  Baptist  congregations;  at  the  home  of 
one  of  the  Baptist  members  to  a  group  of  his  friends; 
and  at  the  nearby  CCC  camp. 

Elders  Charles  R.  Johnson  and  Vaughn  Crane  re¬ 
cently  administered  to  a  lady  living  near  Houston,  not 
a  member  of  our  Church,  who  had  been  given  up  by 
the  doctors.  Since  their  administration  she  has  been 
rapidly  regaining  her  health.  She  attributes  it  to  the 
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prayers  of  the  Elders  and  has  asked  us  to  visit  her 
again  and  explain  more  about  the  Gospel. 

The  Christmas  season  in  Galveston  was  commemo¬ 
rated  with  an  elaborate  program  worked  out  by  Sisters 
Winafred  Lake  and  Helen  Leloudis,  with  their  Primary 
children.  One  of  the  mothers  of  the  children  said 
she  couldn't  see  why  the  ladies  took  such  interest 
and  spent  so  much  time  with  the  neighborhood  chil¬ 
dren.  But  it  is  proving  profitable  in  that  the  interest 
and  wonder  of  the  parents  is  being  aroused  and  the 
children  are  being  taught  things  that  will  remain  with 
them  throughout  life. 

Recent  baptisms  performed  in  our  district  are:  Sister 
Zelma  Dyer,  Sister  Edythe  Stanforih,  Sister  Lillie  May 
Carraway  and  Sister  Agda  Peterson.  We  heartily  wel¬ 
come  these  sisters  into  the  fold. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Burton  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Tex. 

"By  the  personality  and  the  spiritual  power  emanat¬ 
ing  from  the  missionaries  we  have  been  brought  from 
'outsiders'  to  earnest  investigators,  and  by  their  lives 
and  by  their  teaching  they  have  brought  us  the 
beauty,  the  comfort  and  the  TRUTH  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints." -Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Rose,  Yoakum,  Texas. 

We  appreciate  the  foregoing  statement  attesting  the 
value  of  this  restored  Church  and  the  missionary 
system  it  embodies. 

Mr.  Edward  Long  of  San  Antonio  is  an  earnest  in¬ 
vestigator  as  a  result  of  the  splendid  sermonetts  by 
Brother  Richard  Evans  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Mr.  Long 
attends  a  specially  arranged  meeting  each  Sunday 
afternoon  in  which  he  is  being  taught  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel  by  Elders  Glen  H.  Jensen  and  Evan 
Orme. 

From  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  comes  the  following 
report  of  interesting  experience  had  by  Elders  Howard 
Albrechtson  and  Orland  Hamblin:  "Last  Thursday  we 
were  out  tracting.  A  lady  came  to  the  door  at 
one  of  the  houses  and  I  started  to  talk  to  her  but  she 
interrupted  me  with  these  words:  'Pardon  me,  but 
your  blond  hair  reminds  me  so  much  of  my  son  I 
lost  several  years  ago.'  She  started  to  cry  and  went 
back  into  the  house.  We  left,  feeling  unhappy 
to  think  we  hadn't  been  able  to  say  something  to  com¬ 
fort  her.  After  walking  a  short  distance  we  talked 
it  over  and  decided  to  return  to  this  home.  We  were 
invited  in  and  talked  to  the  lady  for  over  an  hour, 
explaining  our  views  on  the  resurrection  and  some 
of  the  plan  of  salvation.  She  was  much  impressed, 
and  said  that  she  believed  that  God  had  sent  us  to 
her.  It  was  wonderful!  We  left  her  a  Book  of 
Mormon." 

A  very  successful  Relief  Society  bazaar  was  held 
in  San  Antonio,  December  9th.  It  consisted  of  a  fine 
supper  and  an  evening's  entertainment.  There  were 
150  present.  Dancing  was  enjoyed,  under  the  direction 
of  Bertha  Almaguer  and  Earle  Cobb.  Sister  Biering 
was  in  charge  of  the  program. 

A  combined  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A.  and  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  was 
organized  in  the  Austin  Branch  on  Sunday,  December 
18,  with  Sister  Opal  Corse  set  apart  as  president  and 
Brother  Milburn  Furr,  1st  counselor  and  Brother  L.  R. 
Pace,  2nd  counselor.  Mary  Velma  Johnson  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  office  of  secretary. 

Leadership  conventions  were  held  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  Branch  and  the  Austin  Branch  December  4th 
and  18th  respectively.  Representatives  from  the  Mission 
Office  conducted  these  beneficial  tours  of  the  district. 

Splendid  Christmas  programs  have  been  well  at¬ 
tended  in  the  various  branches  of  the  district,  and  fine 
Christmas  spirit  prevailed. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT :- Charles  H.  Marchani, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Tex. 

We,  the  missionaries  of  the  North  Louisiana  District, 
are  endeavoring  to  make  1939  a  banner  year,  both  in 
numbejr  of  people  contacted  and  in  Gospel  conversa¬ 
tions.  We  feel  that  with  conscientious  effort  we  can 
reap  an  abundant  harvest. 

Elders  LeGrande  W.  Sadler  and  Arden  J.  Wilcox 


report  the  following:  "Although  we  have  a  country 
district  where  electricity  is  not  accessible,  we  are 
having  very  good  success  with  the  projection  machine. 
Through  the  use  of  storage  batteries  we  are  able  to 
get  ample  electricity  to  make  a  clear  picture.  We  held 
a  meeting  every  night  last  week.  On  two  occasions 
we  had  over  fifty  investigators  present.  All  the 
other  meetings  were  well  attended.  The  lecture 
"King  of  Kings"  was  very  much  in  demand.  After 
meeting  we  had  ample  time  to  explain  the  message 
which  we  bear  to  the  world." 

Elders  C.  L.  Oviatt  and  D.  L.  Bailey  report  much 
success  and  happiness  in  their  work  at  Alexandria. 
They  state:  "The  people  here  are  getting  more 
receptive  to  the  Gospel  message,  and  we  arei  able  to 
place  the  Book  of  Mormon  with  people  who  are  eager 
to  read  it.  One  Lamanite  lady  is  very  interested 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon  because  it  so  plainly  tells  of 
her  ancestors  and  of  the  visitation  of  the  Savior 
among  them." 

Sisters  Phebe  Robinson  and  Edna  L.  Capell  report 
much  success  with  their  Primary,  Relief  Society,  Bee 
Hive  class,  and  their  many  cottage  meetings.  They 
hold  two,  and  sometimes  three,  meetings  a  day. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  following  info  the 
Church:  Mary  Hunt  Toops,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder 
R.  B.  Bisel;  William  Henry  Jones,  Jr.,  who  was  baptized 
by  Elder  Chas.  H.  Marchant. 

The  missionaries  are  all  enjoying  their  work  and  we 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  send  our  greetings  to 
all  Liahona  readers. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

This  past  month  our  hearts  and  minds  have  been 
turned  to  the  celebration  of  the  birthdays  of  ihe\  two 
individuals  whose  standards  (for  which  they  died) 
have  gone  further  to  shape  the  character  and  destiny 
of  mankind  than  any  other  power  — Jesus  Christ,  the 
Redeemer  and  Joseph  Smith,  His  Prophet. 

Some  very  fine  programs  were  enjoyed  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  this  Christmas,  where  non-mejnbers  as  well  as 
members  took  part.  In  Baton  Rouge,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Sisters  Hazel  Ferrell  and  Lillis  Ence,  Elders  R. 
W.  Hansen  and  J.  B.  Scollick,  twelve  children  (nine 
of  whom  are  non-members)  took  part  in  a  little  Christ¬ 
mas  play,  entitled  "The  Wedding  of  Santa"  which  was 
written  by  Elder  Scollick. 

The  officers  of  the  Albany  Sunday  School  put  on 
a  special  Christmas  entertainment,  December  23rd. 
There  were  60  people  in  attendance,  the  larger  part 
being  non-members  who  enjoyed  very  much  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  presented. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  missionaries  and  Saints 
throughout  the  district  are  enjoying  health,  and  are 
filled  with  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm. 

We  never  know  when  we  will  see  some  of  the 
fruits  of  our  labors.  Therefore,  because  we  are  not 
able  to  gather  the  ripened  fruit  to  a  noticeable  de¬ 
gree,  we  should  never  cease  to  plant  the  seeds  from 
which  the  fruit  may  grow.  Recently  Elder  Gearld 
Neal,  while  visiting  the  Elders  in  Lake  Charles,  went 
trading  with  them.  Much  to  his  surprise  he  found 
one  of  his  own  Books  of  Mormon  in  the  hands  of  a 
woman  he  had  never  met  before.  Upon  inquiry,  he 
found  out  that  she  had  obtained  it  from  a  young 
man  with  whom  Elder  Neal  had  ridden  on  the  highway 
some  time  during  the  summer. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  George  Allen 
Lear  into  the  Church  through  the  waters  of  baptism. 

We,  the  missionaries  of  the  South  Louisiana  District, 
unite  in  wishing  our  fellow-missionaries,  Saints  and 
friends  throughout  the  world  a  very  happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Alfred  H.  Crofts,  from  Orderville,  Utah,  to  North  Tex. 
Evan  W.  Chaffin,  from  Meridian,  Idaho,  to  South  Tex. 
Wm.  Berkley  Hall,  from  Payson,  Utah,  to  South  Texas. 
TRANSFERS 

Edw.  H.  Rampton,  from  West  Texas  to  Mission  Office. 
Nora  Tait,  from  South  Louisiana  to  Mission  Office. 
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Lillian  Jensen,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
Wanda  Clark,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
Genevieve  Morgan,  from  West  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
May  Summers,  from  South  Texas  to  West  Texas. 
Orland  Hamblin,  from  West  Texas  to  South  Texas. 
Ellsworth  T.  Chamberlain,  from  South  Tex.  to  West  Tex. 
RELEASES 

Vernon  C.  Smith  — to  Rexburg,  Idaho. 

Carma  Clawson -to  Hyrum,  Utah. 

Viola  Litster-to  Cleveland,  Utah. 

Richard  A.  Parker -to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Allen  K.  Webb -to  Lehi,  Utah. 

Loree  Allen  — to  Kingston,  Utah. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRIL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

FLORIDA  DISTRICT :-  Karl  G.  Burdett,  President. 

The  hand  of  the  Lord  has  certainly  been  mani¬ 
fest  and  felt  by  the  missionaries  in  the  Florida 
District.  May  we,  at  this  time  humbly  acknowledge 
our  gratitude  and  appreciation  unto  him  for  his 
guidance  at  all  limes. 

A  rather  remarkable  and  almost  miraculous  inci¬ 
dent  happened  in  Lake  City  several  days  ago.  Elders 
Shields  and  Madsen  were  called  in  by  a  non-member 
of  thej  Church  to  administer  to  her  little  boy  who 
was  sick  and  had  been  given  up  by  the  doctors  to 
die.  Several  days  later  the  Elders  came  across  the 
young  fellow  on  the  streets.  He  was  in  good  health 
and  completely  cured  of  the  disease  that  had  almost 
taken  his  life. 

Elder  and  Sister  Richard  West  laboring  in  Orlando 
report  great  success  and  happiness  in  their  labors. 
A  few  days  ago  Elder  West  was  invited  by  a  group 
of  business  and  professional  men  to  tell  them  about 
Mormonism..  There  happened  to  be  a  local  minister 
present  who,  although  he  didn't  agree  with  our 
doctrines,  admitted  that  the  Mormon  Church  was  the 
strongest  and  best  organization  in  the  world.  He 
also  made  other  favorable  comments.  The  men  were 
well  pleased  and  very  much  interested  by  what  was 
taught. 

Sister  Fern  Dansie  in  Jacksonville  with  the  aid 
of  Sisters  Beatrice  Rodehouse  and  Martha  Geddes 
has  been  putting  on  some  successful  radio  programs 
over  station  WJAX.  Many  good  reports  concern¬ 
ing  this  program  have  been  heard  all  over  the 
surrounding  country. 

We  rejoiced  here  in  Florida  District  this  past  month 
in  having  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  A.  Callis  and 
President  Merrill  D.  Clayson  with  us  to  hold  con¬ 
ferences  in  Jacksonville,  Orlando  and  Tampa.  The 
talks  and  instructions  they  gave  were  certainly  in¬ 
spirational  to  all  who  attended. 

As  the  New  Year  is  just  beginning,  Florida  District 
sends  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  the  Saints  and 
friends  throughout  the  world.  May  peace  and  joy, 
good  health  and  happiness  unlimited  be  theirs  this 
New  York,  and  may  the  Lord  ever  bless  them,  one 
and  all. 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT  :-F.  Wayne  Bell,  Presideni. 

"Seek  not  to  declare  my  word,  but  first  seek  to  ob¬ 
tain  my  word,  and  then  shall  your  tongue  be  loosed; 
then,  if  you  desirei,  you  shall  have  my  Spirit  and 
my  word,  yea,  the  power  of  God  unto  the  con¬ 
vincing  of  men. -Doc.  &  Cov.  11:21.  These  words 
of  the  Lord  to  Hyrum  Smith  have  encouraged  the 
missionaries  of  the  Alabama  District  to  learn  more 
of  the  Gospel  to  enable  them  to  teach  and  preach 
it  more  effectively.  A  contest  was  held  during 
the  month  of  December  to  see  which  missionary 
could  commit  to  memory  the  most  passages  of  scripture. 
By  having  this  contest,  zest  has  been  added  ot  our 
work  and  we  have  been  able  to  teach  the  Gospel  with 
greater  power.  Sister  Sally  Smith  showed  what  could 


be  done  by  memorizing  seventy  six  passages.  We 

congratulate  her. 

To  further  develop  ourselves  and  to  aid  us  in 
expressing  our  thoughts,  a  missionary  meeting  was 
held  in  Magnolia,  Alabama,  on  the  17ih  of  December, 
in  this  meeting  each  missionary  spoke  extemporaneously 
for  about  three  or  four  minutes,  after  which  written 
criticisms  of  the  speech  — composition,  delivery,  gram¬ 
mar,  posture,  etc.  were  submitted.  When  all  had 
spoken,  each  missionary  listened  to  the  criticisms 
offered  and  means  for  improvement  were  discussed. 
Four  sessions  of  conference  were  held  in  Magnolia 
where  each  missionary  was  give  ample  itme  to  put 
into  practice  the  things  they  had  learned. 

Elders  Packer  and  Crook  in  Montgomery,  are 
doing  fine  work  and  are  lending  many  copies  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  Elder  Packer  has  a  unique  method 
of  lending  them.  He  takes  orders  for  the  book  in  the 
morning  and  delivers  them  later  in  the  day.  Elders 
CroIIey  and  Webb  in  Mobile  are  doing  fine  work 
and  have  many  opportunities  to  present  the  Gospel 
in  cottage  meetings.  Elders  Griffiths  and  Crook  have 
been  sent  to  Magnolia  to  do  some  work  in  the 
branch  and  community.  Many  fine  opportunities 
await  them  there. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church  through 
the  waters  of  baptism  -  Lucille  Hazel  Hall,  Lonnie 
Horace  Hall  Jr.  and  Margie  Hall.  They  were  bap¬ 
tized  December  5,  by  Elder  Augustus  Twitchell. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Alabama  District  extend 
their  best  wishes  to  all  for  a  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year. 

MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT: -B.  W.  Wilkerson,  President. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1898,  two  Mormon  Elders, 
Frank  Gardine  and  Marion  Caldwell,  entered  Western 
Yazoo  County.  Clothed  with  the  Priesthood,  and  with 
a  burning  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  their  work, 
they  went  about  proclaiming  the  story  of  the  res¬ 
toration  of  the  Gospel.  Their  meetings  were  well 
attended  for  people  traveled  miles  to  hear  them. 
The  Gospel  seed  sown  sprang  up  and  brought  forth 
a  beautiful  harvest.  Many  souls  were  added  to  the 
Church,  and  the  work  truly  began  to  go  forward. 

During  the  month  of  August  President  Ben  E. 
Rich  and  forty  Elders  in  the  state  met  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Martin  for  a  district  conference, 
but  no  conference  was  held  for  an  angry  mob  of 
175  men,  with  their  threats  of  violence  drove  them 

from  the  county.  For  years  no  Elders  of  Zion  entered 
therein.  But,  "Truth  crushed  to  the  earth  will  rise 
again."  At  the  October  conference  in  1934  the  doors 
to  Yazoo  County  were  opened  by  Church  authorities, 
allowing  missionaries  to  return.  The  following  Jan¬ 
uary  Elders  Hall  and  Evertoh  visited  the  few  re¬ 
maining  Saints  and  friends  and  held  a  session  of 
conference  with  them.  President  LeGrand  Richards 
visited  there  and  a  little  later  held  a  meeting  with 
them.  November  11,  1938  Elders  B.  W.  Wilkerson, 
Antone  Webb  and  Charles  Lee,  with  friends  from 
Jackson  met  in  the  home  of  Sister  Mabel  Herrin  and 
organized  a  Relief  Society  with  three  members. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  Lord's  work  will  progress 

there,  and  the  seeds  sown  will  bring  forth  an  abundant 
harvest. 

With  a  burning  testimony  within  his  breast  to  the 
Divinity  of  the  Gospel  and  looking  into  the  future, 
brother  G.  L.  Downs  of  Mendenhall,  Miss,  deeded 
a  $2000.00  farm  to  the  Church  to  aid  in  the  Church 
Welfare  Program.  Brother  Downs  is  a  man  of  sixty- 
three  years.  He  did  not  want  to  see  the  property  fall 
into  other  hands  upon  his  death,  and  as  there  was  no 
hier,  his  desire  was  to  see  the  Church  get  his  property. 
When  the  final  papers  were  drawn  up  and  signed 
he  gave  a  sigh  of  relief  and  said,  "This  will  go 

help  God's  people."  Brother  Downs  was  happy  to  do 
his  part  and  wanted  no  praise  for  what  he  had 

done. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister  Martha  Webb  Bell 
of  Jackson.  May  she  receive  the  blessings  the  Lord 
has  in  store  for  her. 
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ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Richard  Wesi,  from  Clearfield,  Ulah,  io  Florida  Dist. 
Anna  F.  West,  from  Clearfield,  Utah,  to  Florida  Dist. 
Eunice  Wood,  from  Buhl,  Idaho,  to  Mission  Office. 
Martha  Geddes,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  Mission  Office. 
Claas  Henry,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  So.  Ga.  D. 
Donald  S.  Lyon,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  W.  So.  Carolina. 
Harry  Earl  Snow,  from  Orangeville,  Utah,  to  W.  Fla. 
Collins  E.  Hassell,  from  Bluewater,  New  Mex.  to  W.  Fla. 
Lamar  S.  Elison,  from  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  to  No.  Ala. 
Rulen  E.  Morris,  from  Safford,  Arizona,  to  Georgia. 
Alva  Lewis  Duvall,  from  Vernal,  Ut.,  to  Georgia  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Leland  Losee,  from  No.  Miss.  Dist.  to  West  Florida  D. 
Joseph  A.  Anderson,  from  W.  So.  Carolina  to  Miss.  D. 
Delbert  Callister,  from  Miss.  Dist.  to  W.  So.  Car.  Dist. 
Karl  G.  Burdett,  from  No.  Alabama  to  Florida  Dist. 
Winifred  McLaughlin,  from  No.  Ala.  to  Mission  Office. 
Esther  Stephenson,  from  No.  Ala.  Dist.  to  So.  Ga. 
Emma  Revill,  from  W.  Florida  to  No.  Alabama  Dist. 
Clayton  T.  Vawdrey,  from  So.  Car.  to  No.  Alabama. 
A.  C.  Christiansen,  from  Florida  to  So  Florida  Dist. 
Ray  L.  Jones,  from  Georgia  District  to  Mission  Office. 
Charles  Crook,  from  Georgia  Dist.  to  Alabama  Dist. 
Augustus  Twitchell,  from  Alabama  Dist.  to  Ga.  Dist. 
Zella  Scott,  from  Florida  District  to  So.  Florida  Dist. 
Cora  Griffin,  from  Florida  District  to  So.  Florida  Dist. 
Wallace  Hannah,  from  N.  Miss.  Dist.  to  Miss.  Dist. 
Antone  Webb,  from  Miss.  Dist.  to  No.  Miss.  Dist. 
Albert  Davis,  from  So.  Georgia  Dist.  to  No.  Miss.  Dist. 
L.  Kay  Guymon,  from  Mission  Office  to  W.  Florida  Dist. 
Eunice  Wood,  from  Mission  Office  to  Alabama  Dist. 
Martha  Geddes,  from  Mission  Office  to  Florida  Dist. 
Don  E.  Christiansen,  from  W.  Fla.  to  So.  Fla.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Clayton  T.  Vawdrey -President  of  North  Alabama  Dist. 
Rey  L.  Jones -Mission  Secretary  and  Sunday  School 
Supervisor. 

L.  Kay  Guymon -President  of  West  Florida  District. 
E.  Lowell  E.  Shepherd  — Mission  Music  Supervisor. 
RELEASES 

Gladys  Duncan,  of  So.  Ga.  Dist. -Home,  East  Point,  Ga. 
Vernon  Armstrong,  of  Athens,  Ga.-Home,  Chandler 
Arizona. 

J.  T.  Cutchins,  of  No.  Ala. -Home,  Dothan,  Alabama. 
Kenneth  P.  Simmons,  of  W.  So.  Car. -Home,  Charleston, 
Utah. 

Robert  L.  Johnson,  of  W.  Fla.  Dist. -Home,  Yuba  City, 
California. 

Darrell  A.  Wilson,  of  W.  Fla.  Dist. -Home,  Blackfoot,  I. 
Beatrice  Rhodeshouse,  of  Fla.  — Home,  St.  Anthony,  Ida. 
Ruby  Pate,  of  Ala.  Dist.  — Home,  Rock  Springs,  Wyo. 
Joseph  Gunderson,  of  Fla.  D.-Home,  Menan,  Idaho. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

SENECA  DISTRICT: -Willis  F.  Nielson,  President, 
130  Soulh  Main  St.,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

"Preach  the  word;  be  instant  in  season,  out  of 
season;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all  longsuffering 
and  doctrine."  — II  Tim.  4:2. 

Missionary  work  has  made  notable  progress  in  the 
Seneca  District  during  the  past  few  months  and  at 
the  close  of  another  year  we  are  happy  to  report 
some  of  the  outstanding  accomplishments.  The  eiffcient 
work  of  the  missionaries  has  aroused  interest  among 
new  as  well  as  old  friends. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elders  Yorgason,  Kunz,  Riggs, 
and  McConkie,  a  carefully  planned  system  of  cot¬ 
tage  meetings  among  the  people  of  Elmira  and  out¬ 
lying  towns  has  brought  an  added  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  to  many,  prejudice  has  been  broken  down,  and 
several  more  persons  have  come  to  investigate  the 
Church.  Sunday  services  have  been  especially  well 
attended  with  an  average  of  19  investigators  present 


over  a  period  of  five  months.  Under  the  direction 
of  Elder  Yorgason  a  Primary  conference  was  held, 
with  27  investigators  in  attendance.  As  a  result  of 
faithful  work,  three  baptisms  were  performed.  We 
heartily  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  Helen  Mar¬ 
garet  Thorne,  Florence  Anne  Thorne,  and  Susan 
Elmira  Thorne,  who  were  baptized  by  Elders  Yorgason 
and  Kunz.  May  the  Lord  ever  bless  them  in  their  new 
step  in  life. 

"Members  old,  members  new,  one-hundred-thousand 
by  forty-two!"  Through  the  cooperation  of  the 
members  and  lady  missionaries  the  Canandaigua  Relief 
Society  is  able  to  report  outstanding  progress  since 
its  organization  in  September,  having  grown  from  five 
members  at  that  time  to  eleven  now. 

An  interesting  experience  was  had  recently  by  one  of 
the  Relief  Society  sisters:  A  lady  called  at  her  door 
requesting  donations  for  the  Red  Cross,  and  during  the 
conversation  an  excellent  opportunity  presented  itself 
to  explain  the  wonderful  work  of  the  Relief  Society. 
A  few  days  later  the  same  lady  appeared  at  the  door 
of  the  Relief  Society  sister  and  handed  her  a  complete 
set  of  blocks  for  a  quilt,  and  remarked  that  it  must 
be  a  grand  organization  to  do  such  wonderful  work. 

Sisters  Edna  Madsen  and  Beth  Burt  are  to  be 
commended  on  their  splendid  work  with  the  Primary. 
A  Christmas  party  was  attended  by  37  persons, 
children  and  parents,  most  of  whom  were  investi¬ 
gators.  Before  Sister  Isobel  Erikson  was  transferred 
she  was  instrumental  in  conducting  a  very  success¬ 
ful  Primary  conference. 

The  Canandaigua  M.  I.  A.  has  a  complete  organization 
and  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  plays 
recently  presented. 

An  interesting  result  of  contacting  business  men 
of  Canandaigua  was  an  invitation  from  the  S.  S.  S. 
Club  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  President  Willis  F. 
Nielson  and  Elder  Thomas  O.  Parker  to  address  ihem 
at  their  regular  Saturday  noon  luncheon. 

Spiritual  feasts  were  the  two  district  missionary  meet¬ 
ings  held  during  the  month  of  December,  for  many 
words  of  inspiration  and  instruction  were  exchanged. 
We  of  the  Seneca  District  truly  rejoice  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord  and  pray  the  coming  year  will  be  fruit¬ 
ful,  that  we  may  let  our  light  shine  before  men  and 
glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1304  Electric  Street.,  Scranton,  Penn. 

"Therefore  this  life  became  a  probationary  state; 
a  time  to  prepare  for  that  endless  state  which  has  been 
spoken  of  by  us,  which  is  after  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead."  And  we  as  missionaries  are  ambassadors 
teaching  the  people  how  to  prepare  to  meet  God, 
and  what  the  resurrection  really  means  to  those  now 
living. 

We  here  in  this  district  are  appreciative  of  our 
official  calling  and  thankful  for  the  blecsings  be¬ 
stowed  upon  us  in  our  activities.  Through  the 
slide  lecture  machine,  especially  with  the  film  "King 
of  Kings,"  the  Scranton  missionaries  were  enabled  to 
enter  many  homes  and  teach  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  during  the  past  month.  The  Scranton  Branch 
reports  a  gradual  growth  and  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
present. 

Elders  Grant  F.  Layton  and  Merritt  H.  Egan,  la¬ 
boring  in  Binghampton,  were  privileged  to  conduct 
a  service  at  the  Universalist  Church  in  Binghampton  the 
fore  part  of  the  month.  Getting  acquainted  with  the 
minister  through  a  young  people's  organization,  they 
were  invited  to  present  to  the  congregation  various 
phases  of  Mormon  doctrine.  Much  interest  was  mani¬ 
fest  and  many  new  friends  were  made  in  this  way. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elder  Egan,  a  Genealogical 
Society  has  been  organized  among  the  Saints,  which  is 
doing  much  to  remind  them  of  their  responsibility 
to  their  kindred  dead.  We,  living  in  the  East,  with 
important  local  records  available,  can  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  Church  and  its  work  of  salvation  if  we 
learn  and  actively  participate  in  this  work.  May  the 
interest  arroused  in  this  splendid  work  grow  and 
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the  activity  spread -an  excellent  way  for  us  to  show 
our  appreciation  for  our  many  blessings. 

CUMORAH  DISTRICT :-E.  Enwood  Thompson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  125,  Palmyra,  New  York. 

A  meeting  for  the  missionaries  of  the  Cumorah 
District  was  held  in  Rochester  recently,  at  which  time 
Elder  Thompson,  who  recently  returned  from  the 
District  Presidents'  Conference  in  New  York  City, 
discussed  the  many  important  topics  that  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  Mission  President  Frank  Evans  and  others. 

Sisters  Mary  Anderson  and  Dorothy  Crockett  and 
Elders  Claude  Burtenshaw  and  Frank  Bateman,  who  are 
laboring  in  Rochester,  are  all  experiencing  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Lord.  They  are  working  hard  to  plan 
socials  and  to  interest  their  friends  in  coming  and 
partaking  of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel. 

Elders  Sidney  Allen,  Eldon  Yorgason,  and  Vernon 
Kunz,  who  are  laboring  in  Buffalo,  are  doing  a  fine 
work  there }  they  report  a  very  enthusiastic  group 
attending  their  M.  I.  A.  meetings.  Elder  Yorgason 
and  Elder  Earl  John  Taylor,  who  just  arrived  in  the 


Elders  Elmer  and  Paul  Fife  report  that  while  travel¬ 
ing  recently  they  were  given  a  ride  by  a  well 
known  doctor  of  the  locality.  In  their  course  of 

conversation  the  doctor  stated  that  he  had  re¬ 
frained  from  joining  any  church  because  there  was 
so  much  confusion  among  the  different  sects.  He 
thought  that  all  churches  should  cooperate  and 
work  together  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  He  said 

that  if  they  of  the  medical  profession  all  pursued 
different  paths,  there  would  be  little  if  any  pro¬ 

gression  made  in  that  field. 

We  as  missionaries  know  that  we  have  the  true 

plan  of  life  and  salvation,  and  if  all  mankind  will 
cooperate  and  embrace  the  Gospel,  they  will  of 
a  surety  receive  the  more  happy  and  abundant  life 
and  be  on  the  straight  and  narrow  path  that  leads 
to  eternal  security. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  in  a  person's  mind  as  to  the 
truthfulness  of  the  restored  Gospel  of  Christ,  we  ask 
him  to  test  the  statement  of  the  Prophet  Alma,  in 
regard  to  the  Word  of  the  Lord  concerning  faith: 


PART-TIME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  CAPITAL  DISTRICT,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.. 

IN  CONFERENCE  WITH  PRESIDENT  FRANK  EVANS  OF  THE 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION,  DECEMBER  10,  1938 
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district,  will  move  to  Niagara  Falls  to  work  among  the 
members  and  friends  who  until  now  have  been  rather 
isolated  from  the  Church. 

Brother  Eugene  J.  Neff,  who  for  almost  two  and  a 
half  years  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  In¬ 
formation  at  the  Hill  Cumorah,  was  released  recently 

from  presiding  over  the  Curomah  District,  that  he 

might  have  more  time  available  to  devote  to  the 
many  visitors  who  throng  this  important  shrine.  Elder 
Thompson  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him  as 

district  president. 

Elders  Thompson  and  Colvin  Tanner  are  meeting 
with  gratifying  success  in  Palmyra  and  vicinity. 
Since  Elder  Thompson  was  appointed  district  president, 
he  has  been  visiting  the  branches  and  outlying  parts 
of  the  district  in  an  effort  to  become  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  members,  investigators,  and  conditions 
generally  throughout  the  district. 

CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT:  -E.  Leon  Elmer,  President, 

208  Margaret  Street,  Plattsburg,  New  York. 

Much  interest  has  been  shown  in  the  weekly  radio 
broadcasts  nj  Plattsburg  featuring  the  ''Fullness  of 
Times"  recordings.  The  efforts  put  forth  by  the 
Church  in  order  to  bring  others  the  message  of  the 
restored  truth  is  indeed  proving  successful. 


"Now  we  will  compare  the  word  unto  a  seed.  Now, 
if  ye  give  place,  that  a  seed  may  be  planted  in  your 
heart,  behold,  if  it  be  a  true  seed,  or  a  good  seed, 
if  ye  do  not  cast  it  out  by  your  unbelief,  that  ye 
will  resist  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  behold,  it  will  be¬ 
gin  to  swell  within  your  breasts/  and  when  you  feel 
these  swelling  motions,  ye  will  begin  to  say  with¬ 
in  yourselves  — It  must  needs  be  that  this  is  a  good 

seed,  or  that  word  is  good,  for  it  beginneth  to  en¬ 
large  my  soul;  yea,  it  beginneth  to  enlighten  my 
understanding,  yea,  it  beginneth  to  be  delicious 

to  me . If  ye  will  nourish  the  word,  yea, 

nourish  the  tree  as  it  beginneth  to  grow,  by  your 

faith  with  great  diligence,  and  with  patience  looking 
forward  to  the  fruit  thereof,  it  shall  lake  root;  and 
behold  it  shall  be  a  tree  springing  up  unto  ever¬ 

lasting  life." -Alma  32:28  &  41. 

May  we  as  missionaries  seek  diligently  throughout 
the  coming  year  to  plant  the  Gospel  seed  in  the 
hearts  of  all  mankind.  May  we  have  faith,  hope, 
and  charity,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God, 
so  that  we  will  be  amply  qualified  for  this  great 
work. 


(Continued  on  page  383) 
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AUTHORITY 

By  David  W.  Knighf,  California  Mission 

Jesus  Christ  established  His  Church  in  the  meridian 
of  time  on  this  earth,  and  appointed  certain  officers 
to  carry  out  his  Father's  purpose.  Each  person  ap¬ 
pointed  was  divinely  commissioned  with  authority  to 
officiate  in  his  office.  After  Christ's  ascention,  the 
same  organization  continued  by  the  apostles,  those 
having  authority  ordaining  others  in  the  various  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Priesthood.  Thus  came  into  service 
apostle6,  prophets,  pastors,  evangelists,  high  priests, 
etc.  There*  were  also  officers  and  callings,  such  as 
the  seven  men  who  were  appointed  to  administer  to 
the  poor,  leaving  the  twelve  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  their  higher  office. 

The  ministers  so  appointed,  and  the  members  among 
whom  they  labor,  constitute  the  Church  of  Christ,  which 
is  compared  to  a  perfect  body.  An  organization  estab¬ 
lished  by  God  has  no  superfluities —  no  appendages  that 
are  not  needed.  If  they  are  taken  away,  the  organi¬ 
zation  is  not  complete,  just  as  the  physical  body  with¬ 
out  the  eye  or  ear  cannot  be  perfect.  In  the  Church  of 
Christ  no  officer  can  say  to  another  "I  have  no  need 
of  thee." 

The  existence  of  these  officers,  and  their  operations 
and  accomplishments  may  be  taken  as  a  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  the  Church  at  any  age  in  the  world. 
The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Everlasting  Gospel/ 
its  principles,  laws,  and  ordinances  must  ever  be  the 
same.  In  searching  for  the  true  Church,  one  must 
look  for  an  organization  having  the  same  offices  as 
the  primitive  Church  established  by  Christ,  not  men 
merely  bearing  names  or  titles,  but  men  with  authority 
and  able  to  vindicate  their  claim. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  MAN 
By  Vernon  L.  Kunz,  Eastern  Slates  Mission 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  underlying 
phases  of  human  experience  is  the  reality  of  life  itself. 
The  very  fact  that  we  live  and  breathe  is  a  marvelous 
reality  and  it  is  exhilarating  to  contemplate  the  purpose 
of  man's  existence  — to  attempt  to  bring  to  our  minds 
the  real  intent  behind  this  mortal  probation.  Here  we 
partake  of  the  sorrows,  trials,  tribulations,  joys  and 
successes  attendant  to  our  mortal  existence.  These 
experiences  bring  out  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  the 
beauty  of  our  characters  and  the  strength  of  our  position 
in  life.  All  this  must  be  the  footpath  to  some  great 
end  — the  fulfillment  of  a  definite  and  preconceived 
purpose. 

There  are  those  who  claim  that  at  sometime  in  the 
dim  past  by  some  spontaneous  action,  the  earth  came 
into  existence.  Gradually  life  appeared  upon  it  and 
a  constant  process  of  progression  began  to  take  place 
until  vegetable  and  animal  life  evolved  into  what 
the  earth  now  is  with  man  representing  the  highest 
product,  endowed  with  the  faculties  of  intelligence  and 
reason. 

But  in  spite  of  all  that  learning  has  been  able  to 
develop  toward  this  conception,  we  still  stand  help¬ 
less  before  the  deeper  problems  of  man's  existence, 
and  in  the  final  analysis  we  find  ourselves  consciously 
or  unconsciously  reverting  to  the  old  biblical  phrase 
"In  the  beginning  God."  We  are  forced  to  accept 


the  conclusion  that  God  created  heaven  and  earth  — 
that  He  created  man  in  his  own  image  crowning  him 
as  the  highest  form  and  most  perfect  of  all  His 
creation,  giving  him  dominion  over  the  fowl  of  the 
air,  the  fish  of  the  sea,  over  the  cattle,  and  every¬ 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth. 

We  see  the  vastness  of  the  universe  about  us,  the 
manner  in  which  the  whole  of  nature  responds  in 
conformity  to  law,  and  we  recognize  the  obscurity  of 
man's  position  in  relation  to  understanding  and  con¬ 
trolling  the  forces  about  him.  Thus  we  stand  humbly 
by  realizing  the  wisdom  and  incomprehensible  great¬ 
ness  of  a  Divine  hand  molding  and  shaping  the  destiny 
of  the  universe,  creating  nothing  without  a  purpose 
and  providing  the  plan  whereby  man  might  progress 
and  fulfill  the  measure  of  his  creation. 


KNOWN  BY  THEIR  FRUITS 
By  Shirl  P.  Morrill,  of  East  Central  States  Mission 

It  seems  to  be  the  practice  of  some  to  set  a  man 
apart  and  brand  him  as  a  "sinner,"  if  he  is  guilty 
of  some  wrong  doing  or  practice,  instead  of  trying 
to  correct  those  forces  in  his  physical,  social  end 
spiritual  environment  that  may  be  causing  his  failure 
to  live  a  moral  life. 

The  application  of  practical  religion  would  be  to 
find  out  specifically  just  what  the  causes  were  that 
led  to  the  commitment  of  sin,  and  try  to  eliminate 
them. 

Any  physician  can  pronounce  a  man  physically  ill, 
but  the  physician  with  the  true  spirit  of  his  calling, 
and  with  a  sense  of  service  to  humanity,  will  under¬ 
take  a  more  complete  diagnosis.  After  having  dis¬ 
covered  the  cause  of  illness  he  will  energetically  set 
about  to  remove  the  cause.  Having  little  thought  of 
reward  or  personal  gain,  he  will  center  his  attention 
on  mending  the  broken  health. 

In  like  manner  will  the  irue  desciple  of  the  Master  en¬ 
deavor  to  restore  a  member  to  the  fold.  A  sympathetic 
understanding,  a  conscientious  endeavor  to  remove 
the  stumbling  blocks  in  ones  environment  will  generally 
bring  the  desired  results. 

For  over  one  hundred  years  "Mormonism”  has  stood 
out  as  a  shining  example  as  a  Christian  organization 
able  to  accomplish  those  things  in  the  spiritual  life  of 
its  adherants.  Surely  people  will  some  lime  realize 
the  inadequacy  of  other  practices  and  will  seek  the 
true  Church  of  Christ  and  come  into  the  fold  for 
spiritual  administrations  and  enrichment. 

In  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
all  of  the  richest  blessings  may  be  found.  Led  by  a 
prophet  and  his  apostles  who  are  guided  by  the  sure 
light  of  divine  revelation,  the  Church  not  only  wel¬ 
comes  the  entry  of  the  faithful,  but  sends  deciples 
near  and  far  with  the  important  message  of  restored 
truth,  to  seek  out  the  distressed  and  administer  to 
their  spiritual  welfare. 


Let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  act  in  the 
office  in  which  he  is  appointed,  in  all  diligence.  He 
that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand, 
and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows  himself 
not  approved,  shall  not  be  counted  worthv  to  stand. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  107:99,  100. 
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TRANSFERS 

Alta  Brooks,  from  Maryland  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Barabara  Brinton,  from  Maryland  Dist.  to  E.  Penn.  D. 
Ray  M.  Haddock,  from  E.  Penn  to  Champlain  District. 
Eldon  J.  Yorgason,  from  Seneca  Dist.  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Vernon  Kunz,  from  Seneca  District  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Betty  Mae  Kotter,  from  Blue  Ridge  to  East  Penn  Dist. 


Raymond  L.  Sudweeks,  from  Champlain  to  Capital  D. 
Kieth  J.  Bult,  from  New  Jersey  to  E.  Penn.  District. 
Dick  L.  Jackson,  from  New  Jersey  to  Capital  District. 
J.  Elbert  Bennion,  from  Cumorah  to  Susquehanna  Dist. 
Earl  J.  Taylor,  from  Susquehanna  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
APPOINTMENT 

E.  Enwood  Thompson  — President  of  Cumorah  Disirict. 
RELEASE 

Ruth  E.  Lyon,  of  Blue  Ridge -Home,  Vernal,  Utah. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 
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MORMONISM  A  DESIGN  FOR  LIVING 
By  Aubrey  J.  Parker,  California  Mission 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ -as  restored  in  the  last 
days,  touches  life  at  every  point. 

Man  is  multiple  in  his  makeup,  be  he  considered 
from  a  physical,  mental,  moral  and  spiritual  point  of 
view. 

For  a  man  to  accept  the  principles  of  the'  Gospel, 
and  then  to  apply  them  to  his  individual  life,  will 
mean  improvement  and  progression  along  every  line  of 
advance. 

This  Gospel  contains  a  perfect  plan  of  procedure, 
and  an  orderly  management  of  man's  daily  affairs. 

"Man  is  in  the  making  every  day" -and  if  he  is 
fully  alive,  he  will  grow  in  knowledge  and  under¬ 
standing  concerning  the  many  phases  of  human 
existence. 

Mormonism  is  a  seven  day  religion,  and  its  divine 
principles  are  meant  to  be  applied  to  every  day 
affairs.  Whether  we  eat  or  drink,  work  or  sleep,  it 
should  control  us  in  so  doing.  The  Gospel  should 
teach  us  how  to  build  the  "body  beautiful,"  and  also 
how  to  cultivate  the  mind,  so  as  to  produce  a  well 
balanced  character. 

Mormonism  considers  this  business  of  living  as  a 
serious  affair,  but  not  so  serious  as  to  banish  all 
kinds  of  physical  or  mental  enjoyment  from  life.  It  is 
written,  "Men  are  that  they  might  have  joy,"  and  man 
being  a  gregarious  animal,  must  seek  to  enjoy  his 
kind.  So,  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  today  established, 
it  is  considered  supremely  important  that  our  lives 
should  be  well  balanced  in  every  respect. 

We  are  taught  to  "school  our  feelings,"  to  control, 
in  some  respects,  our  emotions,  for  it  is  possible  that 
they  may  run  rampant  and  upset  the  "even  tenor  of 
our  ways."  How  important  it  is  that  we  partake  of 
the  right  things  in  our  daily  diet,  so  as  to  maintain 
our  physical  bodies  in  a  proper  condition.  That  we 
might  do  this  the  Lord  gave  us  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
to  guide  us,  and  this  "Word"  is  proving  itself  to  be 
one  of  "wisdom"  every  day. 

Mormonism  declares  that  every  life  may  become  a 
masterpiece.  The  materials  for  making  it  so  are  all 
provided  by  a  Divine  Providence;  and  he  or  she  who 
lakes  full  advantage  of  this  provision  will  be  able  to 
live  the  life  abundant. 

Life  is  a  great  adventure  to  the  person  who  is  keyed 
up  to  enjoy  it;  taking  all  with  a  spirit  of  thankfulness 
from  the  hand  of  an  All  Wise  Father. 

Order  has  been  called  "the  first  law  of  heaven,"  and 
order  must  be  the  first  law  of  living,  if  we  are  to  taste 
of  heavenly  things  in  this  so-called  vale  of  tears. 

This  Gospel  of  the  kingdom"  is  given  for  man's 
advancement,  both  temporally  and  spiritually,  for  we 
are  essentially  the  result  of  our  thoughts  and  actions. 

Mormonism  declares  that  man  is  divine,  even  in  his 
humanity.  "The  body  and  the  spirit  is  the  soul  of 

man,"  and  this  dual  being  is  built  up,  or  torn 

down,  according  to  its  daily  thoughts  and  actions. 

The  message  of  Mormonism  is  brought  to  a  waiting 
world,  and  humanity  is  in  need  of  just  such  a  message. 
This  plan  shows  that  man  is  not  a  mistake  or  accident 
but  that  he  came  according  to  schedule  and  his  life 
here  is  for  a  wise  purpose  in  God.  Let  us  learn  what 
this  plan  affords  us,  and  seek  to  apply  its  divine 
principles  to  our  lives.  That  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  are  livable  has  been  proved  beyond  a  doubt. 


To  live  life  at  its  fulness  should  be  the  aim  of  every 
son  and  daughter  of  Adam.  For  thus  it  is  that  we 
realize  our  destiny. 

HUMILITY 

By  Paul  W.  Fife,  Eastern  Slates  Mission 

"Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations."  This 
was  the  admonition  which  the  Savior  gave  to  the 
apostles  previous  to  His  ascension,  and  this  is  the 
admonition  which  we  as  missionaries  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  receive  in  these  latter-days.  Hu¬ 
mility  is  a  trait  which  necessarily  accompanies  the 
art  of  teaching.  When  we  enter  the  mission  field, 
many  of  us  are  unlearned  in  the  ways  of  teaching 
and  directing  people  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteous¬ 
ness,  lacking  experience  and  knowledge,  and  yet  fail  to 
completely  humble  ourselves  in  this  great  work.  We 
should  realize  the  lack  of  wisdom  and  judgment  on 
our  part,  and  the  imperative  need  of  the  constant 
guiding  hand  of  God  in  our  every  word  and  action. 
How  do  we  acquire  knowledge  and  truth?  Is  it  by 
lightly  or  vauntingly  asking  God  to  grant  us  these 
desirable  gifts?  No!  It  is  through  the  sincere  study 
and  humble  prayers  directed  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven  — acknowledging  our  weaknesses,  and  humbly 
asking  for  His  guidance  and  help. 

A  parable  given  by  the  Master  while  He  dwelt 
among  men  teaches  the  lesson  of  humility.  He  said: 

"Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray;  the 
one  a  Pharisee,  and  the  other  a  publican.  The 
Pharisee  stood  and  prayed  thus  with  himself,  God, 
I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  ex¬ 
tortioners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  as  this  pub¬ 
lican.  I  fast  twice  in  a  week,  I  give  tithes  of  all 
that  I  possess.  And  the  publican,  standing  afar 
off,  would  not  lift  up  so  much  as  his  eyes  unto 
heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast  saying,  God, 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  I  tell  you,  this  man 
went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather  than  the 
other;  for  every  one  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  ex¬ 
alted."  The  parable  is  self-explanatory,  and  we  should 
apply  the  lesson  taught  in  our  missionary  labors. 

Our  Savior  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  teacher 
that  has  ever  lived.  Was  He  humble?  Yee,  He 
was  the  very  personification  of  humility.  Recall  the  les¬ 
son  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  wherein  He,  the  greatest 
of  all,  washed  the  feet  of  His  disciples.  Through¬ 
out  His  ministry  He  never  once  spoke  of  the  glory 
that  was  His,  but  rather  stated  that  He  was  merely 
the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  to  bring  to  pass 
the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man. 

Truly,  all  the  leaders  of  the  Church  have  been 
humble  men.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  God  would 
never  have  allowed  them  to  rise  to  such  positions  of 
import.  They  have  all  possessed  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  in  rich  abundance,  and  have  received  such 
responsibilities  and  blessings  because  of  their  worth¬ 
iness,  faith,  and  humbleness.  The  authorities  of  the 
Church  are  examples  to  missionaries  and  members. 

Humility  does  not  presume  nor  consist  of  in¬ 
competence,  ignorance,  weakness  nor  poverty.  Our 
Father  does  not  desire  that  we  crawl  in  the  dust. 
He  bids  us  be  strong  and  be  confident,  in  recognition  of 
the  kingly  powers  with  which  He  has  endowed  us; 
but  lovingly  considerate  of  others  and  humbly  grate¬ 
ful  to  Him. 


January  24,  1939 
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AUTHORITY 

By  David  W.  Knighf,  California  Mission 

Jesus  Christ  established  His  Church  in  the  meridian 
of  time  on  this  earth,  and  appointed  certain  officers 
to  carry  out  his  Father's  purpose.  Each  person  ap¬ 
pointed  was  divinely  commissioned  with  authority  to 
officiate  in  his  office.  After  Christ's  ascention,  the 
same  organization  continued  by  the  apostles,  those 
having  authority  ordaining  others  in  the  various  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Priesthood.  Thus  came  into  service 
apostle6,  prophets,  pastors,  evangelists,  high  priests, 
etc.  There*  were  also  officers  and  callings,  such  as 
the  seven  men  who  were  appointed  to  administer  to 
the  poor,  leaving  the  twelve  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  their  higher  office. 

The  ministers  so  appointed,  and  the  members  among 
whom  they  labor,  constitute  the  Church  of  Christ,  which 
is  compared  to  a  perfect  body.  An  organization  estab¬ 
lished  by  God  has  no  superfluities —  no  appendages  that 
are  not  needed.  If  they  are  taken  away,  the  organi¬ 
zation  is  not  complete,  just  as  the  physical  body  with¬ 
out  the  eye  or  ear  cannot  be  perfect.  In  the  Church  of 
Christ  no  officer  can  say  to  another  "I  have  no  need 
of  thee." 

The  existence  of  these  officers,  and  their  operations 
and  accomplishments  may  be  taken  as  a  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  the  Church  at  any  age  in  the  world. 
The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Everlasting  Gospel/ 
its  principles,  laws,  and  ordinances  must  ever  be  the 
same.  In  searching  for  the  true  Church,  one  must 
look  for  an  organization  having  the  same  offices  as 
the  primitive  Church  established  by  Christ,  not  men 
merely  bearing  names  or  titles,  but  men  with  authority 
and  able  to  vindicate  their  claim. 


THE  ORIGIN  OF  MAN 
By  Vernon  L.  Kunz,  Eastern  Slates  Mission 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  underlying 
phases  of  human  experience  is  the  reality  of  life  itself. 
The  very  fact  that  we  live  and  breathe  is  a  marvelous 
reality  and  it  is  exhilarating  to  contemplate  the  purpose 
of  man's  existence  — to  attempt  to  bring  to  our  minds 
the  real  intent  behind  this  mortal  probation.  Here  we 
partake  of  the  sorrows,  trials,  tribulations,  joys  and 
successes  attendant  to  our  mortal  existence.  These 
experiences  bring  out  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  the 
beauty  of  our  characters  and  the  strength  of  our  position 
in  life.  All  this  must  be  the  footpath  to  some  great 
end  — the  fulfillment  of  a  definite  and  preconceived 
purpose. 

There  are  those  who  claim  that  at  sometime  in  the 
dim  past  by  some  spontaneous  action,  the  earth  came 
into  existence.  Gradually  life  appeared  upon  it  and 
a  constant  process  of  progression  began  to  take  place 
until  vegetable  and  animal  life  evolved  into  what 
the  earth  now  is  with  man  representing  the  highest 
product,  endowed  with  the  faculties  of  intelligence  and 
reason. 

But  in  spite  of  all  that  learning  has  been  able  to 
develop  toward  this  conception,  we  still  stand  help¬ 
less  before  the  deeper  problems  of  man's  existence, 
and  in  the  final  analysis  we  find  ourselves  consciously 
or  unconsciously  reverting  to  the  old  biblical  phrase 
"In  the  beginning  God."  We  are  forced  to  accept 


the  conclusion  that  God  created  heaven  and  earth  — 
that  He  created  man  in  his  own  image  crowning  him 
as  the  highest  form  and  most  perfect  of  all  His 
creation,  giving  him  dominion  over  the  fowl  of  the 
air,  the  fish  of  the  sea,  over  the  cattle,  and  every¬ 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth. 

We  see  the  vastness  of  the  universe  about  us,  the 
manner  in  which  the  whole  of  nature  responds  in 
conformity  to  law,  and  we  recognize  the  obscurity  of 
man's  position  in  relation  to  understanding  and  con¬ 
trolling  the  forces  about  him.  Thus  we  stand  humbly 
by  realizing  the  wisdom  and  incomprehensible  great¬ 
ness  of  a  Divine  hand  molding  and  shaping  the  destiny 
of  the  universe,  creating  nothing  without  a  purpose 
and  providing  the  plan  whereby  man  might  progress 
and  fulfill  the  measure  of  his  creation. 


KNOWN  BY  THEIR  FRUITS 
By  Shirl  P.  Morrill,  of  East  Central  States  Mission 

It  seems  to  be  the  practice  of  some  to  set  a  man 
apart  and  brand  him  as  a  "sinner,"  if  he  is  guilty 
of  some  wrong  doing  or  practice,  instead  of  trying 
to  correct  those  forces  in  his  physical,  social  end 
spiritual  environment  that  may  be  causing  his  failure 
to  live  a  moral  life. 

The  application  of  practical  religion  would  be  to 
find  out  specifically  just  what  the  causes  were  that 
led  to  the  commitment  of  sin,  and  try  to  eliminate 
them. 

Any  physician  can  pronounce  a  man  physically  ill, 
but  the  physician  with  the  true  spirit  of  his  calling, 
and  with  a  sense  of  service  to  humanity,  will  under¬ 
take  a  more  complete  diagnosis.  After  having  dis¬ 
covered  the  cause  of  illness  he  will  energetically  set 
about  to  remove  the  cause.  Having  little  thought  of 
reward  or  personal  gain,  he  will  center  his  attention 
on  mending  the  broken  health. 

In  like  manner  will  the  irue  desciple  of  the  Master  en¬ 
deavor  to  restore  a  member  to  the  fold.  A  sympathetic 
understanding,  a  conscientious  endeavor  to  remove 
the  stumbling  blocks  in  ones  environment  will  generally 
bring  the  desired  results. 

For  over  one  hundred  years  "Mormonism”  has  stood 
out  as  a  shining  example  as  a  Christian  organization 
able  to  accomplish  those  things  in  the  spiritual  life  of 
its  adherants.  Surely  people  will  some  lime  realize 
the  inadequacy  of  other  practices  and  will  seek  the 
true  Church  of  Christ  and  come  into  the  fold  for 
spiritual  administrations  and  enrichment. 

In  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
all  of  the  richest  blessings  may  be  found.  Led  by  a 
prophet  and  his  apostles  who  are  guided  by  the  sure 
light  of  divine  revelation,  the  Church  not  only  wel¬ 
comes  the  entry  of  the  faithful,  but  sends  deciples 
near  and  far  with  the  important  message  of  restored 
truth,  to  seek  out  the  distressed  and  administer  to 
their  spiritual  welfare. 


Let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  act  in  the 
office  in  which  he  is  appointed,  in  all  diligence.  He 
that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand, 
and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows  himself 
not  approved,  shall  not  be  counted  worthv  to  stand. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  107:99,  100. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

(Continued  from  page  381) 

TRANSFERS 

Alta  Brooks,  from  Maryland  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Barabara  Brinton,  from  Maryland  Dist.  to  E.  Penn.  D. 
Ray  M.  Haddock,  from  E.  Penn  to  Champlain  District. 
Eldon  J.  Yorgason,  from  Seneca  Dist.  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Vernon  Kunz,  from  Seneca  District  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Betty  Mae  Kotter,  from  Blue  Ridge  to  East  Penn  Dist. 


Raymond  L.  Sudweeks,  from  Champlain  to  Capital  D. 
Kieth  J.  Bult,  from  New  Jersey  to  E.  Penn.  District. 
Dick  L.  Jackson,  from  New  Jersey  to  Capital  District. 
J.  Elbert  Bennion,  from  Cumorah  to  Susquehanna  Dist. 
Earl  J.  Taylor,  from  Susquehanna  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
APPOINTMENT 

E.  Enwood  Thompson  — President  of  Cumorah  Disirict. 
RELEASE 

Ruth  E.  Lyon,  of  Blue  Ridge -Home,  Vernal,  Utah. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON. 
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Some  Book  of  Mormon  Teachings  on  Baptism 

REASON  FOR  AND  PURPOSE: 

Now  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  must  repent,  and  be  born  again,  for  the 
Spirit  saith  if  ye  are  not  born  again  ye  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
therefore  come  and  be  baptized  unto  repentance,  that  ye  may  be  washed  from 
your  sins.  ... 

And  whosoever  doeih  this,  and  keepeth  the  commandments  of  God  from 
thenceforth,  ...  he  shall  have  eternal  life,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  which  testifieth  in  me. —  Alma  7:14-16. 

Wherefore,  do  the  things  which  I  have  told  you  I  have  seen  that  your 
Lord  and  your  Redeemer  should  do,  for,  for  this  cause  have  they  been  shown 
unto  me,  that  ye  might  know  the  gate  by  which  ye  should  enter.  For  the  gate 
by  which  ye  should  enter  is  repentance  and  baptism  by  water,  and  then  cometh 
a  remission  of  your  sins  by  fire  and  by  the  Holy  Ghost. -2  Nephi  31:17. 

ITS  NECESSITY: 

And  he  commandeth  all  men  that  they  must  repent,  and  be  baptized  in 
his  name,  having  perfect  faith  in  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  or  they  cannot  be 
saved  in  the  kingdom  of  God. -2  Nephi  9:23. 

And  the  Father  said:  Repent  ye,  repent  ye,  and  be  baptized  in  the  name  of 
my  Beloved  Son. 

And  also,  the  voice  of  the  Son  came  unto  me,  saying.-  He  that  is  baptized  in 
my  name,  to  him  will  the  Father  give  the  Holy  Ghost,  like  unto  me,  wherefore, 
follow  me,  and  do  the  things  which  ye  have  seen  me  do. -2  Nephi  31:11,  12. 

And  behold,  he  cometh  to  redeem  those  who  will  be  baptized  unto  re¬ 
pentance,  through  faith  on  his  name. -Alma  9:27. 

And  this  is  my  doctrine,  and  it  is  the  doctrine  which  the  Father  hath  given 
unto  me,  and  I  bear  record  of  the  Father,  and  the  Father  beareth  record  of  me, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  beareth  record  of  the  Father  and  me,  and  I  bear  record  that 
the  Father  commandeth  all  men,  everywhere,  to  repent  and  believe  in  me. 

And  whoso  believeth  in  me,  and  is  baptized,  the  same  shall  be  saved,  and 
they  are  they  who  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 

And  whoso  believeth  not  in  me,  and  is  not  baptized,  shall  be  damned. 

-3  Nephi  11 :32-34.  -  Quoting  the  words  of  the  Risen  Redeemer. 

PROPER  CANDIDATES: 

Those  Capable  of  Being  Taught,  of  Believing  and  Repenting  -  Not  for  Infants. 

READ  MORONI  8TH  CHAPTER.  IT'S  TOO  LONG  TO  QUOTE  BUT  TOO 
GOOD  TO  MISS.  Also  Mosiah  25:17,  Alma  19:35  and  Alma  6:2. 

MODE  OF  PERFORMANCE: 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  him:  I  give  unto  you  power  that  ye  shall  baptize 
this  people  when  I  am  again  ascended  into  heaven. 

And  again  the  Lord  called  others,  and  said  unto  them  likewise,  and  he  gave 
unto  them  power  to  baptize.  And  he  said  unto  them:  On  this  wise  shall  ye 
baptize,  and  there  shall  be  no  disputations  among  you. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  repenteth  of  his  sins  through  your  words, 
and  desireth  to  be  baptized  in  my  name,  on  this  wise  shall  ye  baptize  them- 
Behold,  ye  shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the  water,  and  in  my  name  shall  ye 
baptize  them. 

And  now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye  shall  say,  calling  them  by 
name,  saying: 

Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  baptize  you  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 

And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them  in  the  water,  and  come  forth  again  out 
of  the  water. -3  Nephi  11 :21-26.  -  Again  the  words  of  the  Risen  Redeemer. 

Read  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  a  better  understanding  of  Gospel  requirements. 

_ _Z _ J 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  Reed  Smoot 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  1938 


ooo 


One  splendid  way  to  avoid 
falling  into  error  is  to  labor. 
Don't  become  a  loafer.  Physi¬ 
cally  and  morally  all  things 
excellent  are  as  difficult  as  they 
are  rare.  Character  is  not  at¬ 
tained  over  night.  The  only 
way  to  develop  moral  muscles 
is  to  exercise  them  patiently 
and  long. 


ooo 


Men  cannot  understand  why 
our  missionaries  go  into  the 
world  for  two  or  three  years, 
bearing  their  own  expenses,  in 
an  effort  to  convert  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  Gospel.  How  happy 
we  should  be  that  our  belief  is 
based  upon  a  direct  visita¬ 
tion  of  the  Father  and  the  Son 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 


THANK  MY  HEAVENLY  FATHER  for  the  privilege  I  have  of  standing 
before  this  immense  audience  of  his  servants  and  handmaidens,  and  as 
time  is  limited  I  have  decided  that  the  only  way  to  stop  when  you  get 
started  is  to  have  it  in  such  form  that  you  will  know  when  the  end  is 
reached. 

Get  into  the  habit  of  being  happy.  I  tell  you  you  can  do  it.  You 
can  say  to  yourself  when  you  are  awakened  in  the  morning,  "Everything  is  all  right," 
and  keep  on  saying  it.  You  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  nearly  all  right  the 
mere  saying  of  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  day  will  really  make  everything  after 
all.  This  is  true  in  business  as  well  a3  in  the  home.  Prophets  of  gloom  are 
never  popular,  and  ought  not  to  be. 
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Joseph  Smith's  Sayings 

Joseph  Smith  was  the  author  of  such 
sayings  as  these: 

The  glory  of  God  is  intelligence. 

It  is  impossible  to  be  saved  in  ignorance. 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we 
attain  unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with 
us  in  the  resurrection. 

And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge 
and  intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  dili¬ 
gence  and  obedience  than  another,  he  will 
have  so  much  the  advantage  in  the  world 
to  come. 

The  Prophet  was  true  to  his  prin¬ 
ciples.  He  established  schools  and  champ¬ 
ioned  the  cause  of  education. 

A  Tribute  to  Joseph  Smith 

Of  the  Prophet  one  writer  has  said: 

His  educational  ideals  passed  over  the 
threshold  of  time  and  strode  down  the  halls 
of  eternity.  With  a  full  appreciation  of  the 
knowledge  that  makes  men  and  women 
capable  and  skilful  in  this  life,  he  prized, 
and  taught  others  to  prize,  above  all,  the 
knowledge  that  maketh  wise  unto  sal¬ 
vation. 

How  to  solve  life's  every-day  problems 
is  of  course  important,  but  how  to  grapple 
successfully  with  the  mightier  problems 
of  the  great  hereafter,  how  to  store  up 
treasures  in  heaven  and  lay  hold  upon  eter¬ 
nal  life,  is  far  more  consequential.  Edu¬ 
cation  meant  to  him  the  leading  of  the  latent 
potential  powers  of  the  individual,  the 
training  to  perfection  of  every  divine  at¬ 
tribute  in  man.  As  a  child  of  God,  and  as 
a  God  himself  in  embryo,  he  stood  for  the 
full  and  complete  development  of  the  soul, 
body  and  spirit  combined  -  mental,  physical, 
moral,  and  spiritual  education,  the  educa¬ 
tion  contemplated  and  inculcated  by  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  every  succeed¬ 
ing  President  of  the  Church  has  stood  for 
these  principles. 

Definition  of  Cant 

There  is  a  place  provided  in  our  Church 
organizations  for  every  member.  Excuses 
are  sometimes  offered,  and  many  times 
the  reason  given  is,  “I  cannot  give  the 
time.”  “Can’t!”  What  a  word!  That 
which  I  intend  to  quote  now  is  Edgar 
A.  Guest’s  definition  of  the  word  can’t. 


Can't  is  the  worst  word  that  is  written  or  spoken, 
Doing  more  harm  here  than  slander  or  lies. 

It  has  many  a  strong  spirit  broken, 

And  with  it  many  a  good  purpose  dies. 

It  springs  from  the  lips  of  the  thoughtless  each  morning, 
And  robs  us  of  courage  we  need  through  the  day: 

It  rings  in  our  ears  like  a  timely  sent  warning, 

And  leaves  when  we  falter  and  fall  by  the  way. 

Can't  is  the  father  of  feeble  endeavor, 

The  parent  of  terror  and  half-hearted  work; 

It  weakens  the  efforts  of  artisans  clever, 

And  makes  of  the  toiler  an  indolent  shirk. 

It  poisons  the  soul  of  a  man  with  a  vision, 

It  stifles  in  infancy  many  a  plan, 

It  greets  honest  toiling  with  open  derision 

And  mocks  at  the  hopes  and  the  dreams  of  a  man. 

Can't  is  a  word  none  should  speak  without  blushing, 
To  utter  it  should  be  a  symbol  of  shame, 

Ambition  and  courage  it  daily  is  crushing, 

It  blights  a  man's  purpose  and  shatters  his  aim. 
Despise  it  with  all  of  your  hatred  of  error, 

Refuse  it  the  lodgement  it  seeks  in  your  brain, 

Arm  against  it  as  a  creature  of  terror, 

And  all  that  you  dream  of  you  some  day  shall  gain. 

Can't  is  a  word  that  is  doom  to  ambition, 

An  enemy  ambushed  to  shatter  your  will, 

Its  prey  is  forever  the  man  with  a  mission, 

And  bows  but  to  courage,  and  patience,  and  skill. 
Hate  it  with  hatred  that  is  deep  and  undying, 

For  once  it  is  welcomed  'twill  break  any  man, 

Whatever  the  goal  you  are  seeking,  keep  trying, 
And  answer  this  demon  by  saying,  ''I  can." 

Development  Through  Work 

One  splendid  way  to  avoid  falling  in¬ 
to  error  is  to  labor.  Don’t  become  a  loaf¬ 
er.  There  is  always  something  to  do  for 
boy  and  girl,  a  father  and  mother,  around 
the  home,  in  the  home.  Take  part  in  the 
Church  in  any  interest  for  the  welfare 
of  the  people.  You  remember  in  the  old 
fable  the  tortoise  won  the  race  with  the 
hare,  not  by  a  single  burst  of  speed,  but 
by  plodding  along  steadily,  tirelessly. 
In  the  Civil  War  it  was  found  that  Lee's 
army  could  not  be  overwhelmed  in  a 
single  battled  but  one  federal  general  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  could  be  worn  down  by 
time  and  pressure  of  numbers.  “I  pro¬ 
pose,”  said  Grant,  “to  fight  it  out  on 
this  line  if  it  takes  all  summer.”  It 
took  more  than  a  summer  it  took  nearly 
a  year,  but  he  did  it. 

In  the  moral  realm  likewise,  all  things 
excellent  are  as  difficult  as  they  are  rare. 
Character  is  not  attained  over  night.  The 
only  way  to  develop  moral  muscles  is  to 
exercise  them  patiently  and  long.  This 
is  so  well  expressed  by  that  renowned  man, 
J.  G.  Holland,  as  follows: 

Heaven  is  not  reached  at  a  single  bound, 

But  we  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 

And  we  mount  to  its  summit  round  by  round. 

I  count  this  thing  to  be  grandly  true: 

That  a  noble  deed  is  a  step  toward  God, 
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Lifting  the  soul  from  the  common  clod 
To  a  purer  air  and  a  broader  view. 

We  rise  by  the  things  that  are  under  our  feet/ 

By  what  we  have  mastered  of  good  and  gain; 

By  the  pride  deposed  and  the  passion  slain, 

And  the  vanquished  ills  that  we  hourly  meet. 

We  hope,  we  aspire,  we  resolve,  we  trust, 

When  the  morning  calls  us  to  life  and  light, 

But  our  hearts  grow  weary,  and,  ere  the  night, 
Our  lives  are  trailing  the  sordid  dust. 

We  hope,  we  resolve,  we  aspire,  we  pray, 

And  we  think  that  we  mount  the  air  on  wings 
Beyond  the  recall  of  sensual  things, 

While  our  feet  still  cling  to  the  heavy  clay. 

Wings  for  the  angels,  but  feet  for  men  I 

We  may  borrow  the  wings  to  find  the  way  — 
We  may  hope,  and  resolve,  and  aspire,  and  pray; 
But  our  feet  must  rise,  or  we  fall  again. 

Only  in  dreams  is  a  ladder  thrown 
To  weary  earth  from  the  sapphire  walls; 

But  the  dreams  depart,  and  the  vision  falls, 

And  the  sleeper  awakes  on  his  pillow  of  stone. 

Heaven  is  not  reached  at  a  single  bound 
But  we  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 

And  we  mount  to  its  summit,  round  by  round. 

T rue  Riches 

How  rich  are  you,  how  rich  are  any  of 
us?  I  think  the  letter  portraying  and 
answering  that  question  is  very  well 
worded.  No  one  yet  has  learned  the 
author.  When  first  it  was  published  every 
effort  was  made  to  learn  who  the  author 
was,  but  up  to  the  present  time  we  know 
not.  But  no  matter  who  the  author  was 
I  think  the  words  are  beautiful: 

I  do  not  mean  how  much  money  you 
have  in  the  bank,  or  how  much  your  real 
estate  is  worth,  there  are  other  riches  more 
valuable  than  these.  Some  day  I  am 
going  to  write  a  book  about  how  every 
man  and  woman  may  be  rich,  right  now, 
today,  in  the  things  that  really  count.  In 
my  scrap  book  I  have  a  little  article  about 
being  richer  each  day  that  I  would  like  to 
share  with  you.  Here  it  is: 

"You  are  richer  today  than  you  were 
yesterday,  if  you  have  loved  often,  given 
something,  forgiven  often,  made  a  new 
friend  today,  or  made  stepping-stones  of 
stumbling-blocks,-  if  you  have  thought  more 
in  terms  of  thyself  than  myself,  or  if  you 
have  learned  to  be  hopeful  even  if  you 
were  weary.  You  are  richer  tonight  than 
you  were  this  morning,  if  you  have  taken 
time  to  trace  the  handiwork  of  God  in  the 
commonplace  things  of  life;  or  if  you  have 
been  a  little  blinder  to  the  faults  of  friends. 
You  are  richer  if  a  little  child  has  smiled 
at  you,  a  stray  dog  has  licked  your  hand, 


or  if  you  have  looked  for  the  best  in  others 
and  given  others  the  best  in  you." 

Strength  of  the  Church 

My  brethren  and  sisters,  I  have  often 
wondered  why  intelligent  men  and  women 
who  believe  in  the  Bible,  men  and  women 
who  believe  that  there  was  a  Christ,  do 
not  attend  church.  We  find  churches  in 
all  parts  of  America  with  but  very  few  in 
attendance.  I  have  had  men  ask  me 
time  and  time  again  !how  it  is  that 
the  Mormon  Church  has  that  power  and 
influence  over  people  to  tell  them  to  do 
a  thing  and  they  do  it  with  all  their 
might,  mind,  and  strength,  and  with  joy 
in  their  souls.  They  do  not  understand 
why  our  missionaries  go  out  into  the 
world  for  two  or  three  years,  once  or 
twice,  or  three  times,  as  the  case  may  be, 
bearing  their  own  expenses  in  an  effort  to 
convert  the  people  who  believe  that  they 
already  have  the  Gospel. 

How  happy  we  should  be  that  our 
lives,  our  position,  our  belief  are  based 
upon  a  direct  visitation  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son  to  Joseph  Smith  in  this  dis¬ 
pensation!  If  that  were  not  true  do 
you  think  that  this  Church  would  have 
lived  and  grown  and  become  the  power  it 
has?  And  do  you  think  that  Joseph 
Smith  could  have  done  this  if  it  were  not 
true  that  the  Father  and  the  Son  ap¬ 
peared  to  him,  and  also  that  later  the 
Priesthood  of  the  living  God  was  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  and  he  was  instructed 
to  organize  the  Church  to  which  you  and 
I  belong? 

God  grant  that  we  may  ever  be  loyal 
and  true  to  it,  and  that  whatever  comes, 
and  whatever  demand  is  made  we  may 
know  it  is  what  God  would  desire.  God 
be  with  you,  and  bless  you,  and  prosper 
you.  May  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
grow  every  day  and  every  year  until  the 
Master  shall  come,  I  ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


“Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth 
corrupt,  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  steal:  But  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth 
nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves 
do  not  break  through  and  steal:  For 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your 
heart  be  also/' 
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HALLOWED  SPOTS  IN  MORMON  HISTORY 

By  ELDER  ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President  of  the 
Central  Slates  Mission 

Address  Delivered  at  the  109th  Semi-Annual  Conference 

I  labor  with  my  associates  in  a  land 
made  holy  by  the  sufferings  and  the  labors 
of  our  people  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Church.  We  have  a  great  many  visitors 


President  Elias  S.  Woodruff 


come,  particularly  in  the  summer  season, 
wanting  to  see  the  points  of  interest 
through  which  our  people  passed,  and 
where  they  lived. 

We  try,  as  far  as  we  possibly  can,  to 
give  them  proper  direction  and  correct  in¬ 
formation.  I  have  observed  that  after 
they  have  been  to  these  points  of.  interest 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  if  they  do  return 
they  invariably  come  back  impressed  with 
the  sacredness  of  these  spots  of  ground. 
There  comes  into  their  hearts  a  great  rev¬ 
erence  for  the  deeds  of  their  fathers,  and 
I  somtimes  wish  that  every  member  of  the 
Church  could  have  the  privilege  of  going 
to  Liberty  and  Richmond,  Far  West, 
Adam-ondi-Ahman,  and  Haun's  Mill,  on 
their  way  east  or  west,  as  they  come 
through  the  Central  States  Mission,  for 
the  impression  that  it  gives  them,  for  the 
increase  of  their  faith  and  their  reverence 
for  the  work  that  has  been  performed  in 
this  Church  by  its  founders  and  leaders. 

One  cannot  stand  upon  the  hill  over¬ 
looking  the  valley  of  Adam-ondi-Ahman 
without  being  very  deeply  impressed  with 
the  sacredness  of  the  place.  When  we 
go  there  we  take  Brother  Joseph  Fielding 
Smith's  book,  The  Way  to  Perfection  and 


read  the  fortieth  chapter,  which  tells  how 
that  before  he  died  our  father  Adam  came 
with  his  generation  of  descendants,  all 
the  righteous,  and  blessed  them,  and  where 
he  will  eventually  return  when  the  time 
comes  for  him  to  present  to  the  Savior 
his  children,  and  to  turn  over  the  king¬ 
dom  to  the  Lord! 

At  the  present  time  the  hill  upon  which 
the  old  monument  stands — apparently  an 
old  Nephite  look-out  station — is  covered 
with  large  weeds,  and  is  very  difficult 
of  ascent.  Nevertheless,  it  is  quite  worth 
the  climb  up  the  hill  to  see  it.  I  have 
sometimes  wondered  whether  or  not  I 
should  urge  that  we  attempt  to  acquire 
some  piece  of  ground  there  that  would  in¬ 
clude  the  hill  and  part  of  the  valley, 
and  make  it  easier  and  more  accept¬ 
able  for  people  to  look  upon  that  valley 
and  attain  that  eminence  on  the  hillside. 

Those  spots  in  Missouri  are  very,  very 
sacred,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  go  there. 

I  think  our  people  who  read  the  history 
of  the  Church,  if  I  judge  them  by  myself, 
do  not  adequately  understand  just  what 
occurred  or  how  it  happened.  It  is  a  new 
revelation  to  again  read  the  history  of  the 
Church  in  Missouri  after  one  has  visited 
those  points  of  interest.  I  believe  that 
the  time  will  come  in  Missouri,  as  it  is 
now  fast  coming  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
when  the  people  of  the  State  will  become 
more  cognizant  of  the  tourist  value  of 
these  points  of  interest. 

I  am  happy  to  note  that  in  Illinois  two 
of  our  cities — that  is,  Nauvoo  and  Carth¬ 
age — have  become  two  of  five  points  of 
interest  to  which  tourists  are  directed  who 
wish  to  see  the  interesting  and  historic 
parts  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  That  feel¬ 
ing  is  growing  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
A  number  of  men  in  Independence  have 
stated  to  me  at  times  that  when  it  is 
convenient  they  would  like  to  go  with  me 
and  see  those  places.  It  will  be  a  pleasure 
for  me,  of  course,  to  take  them. 

I  can  report  to  you  that  the  work  of 
the  mission  is  going  along,  and  we  feel 
very  much  encouraged,  because  the  Lord 
does  bless  us  and  his  power  is  manifest 
as  we  proceed  with  our  labors.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  respond  to  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit;  they  try  to  teach  the  Gospel 
under  his  influence;  they  are  prayerful  and 
humble,  and  we  feel  that  the  Lord  does 
direct  our  efforts,  does  guide  us  to  the 
homes  of  the  honest  in  heart,  does  give  us 
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utterance  when  we  try  to  speak,  does  mag¬ 
nify  us  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  people, 
and  gives  us  influence  as  his  servants, 
to  teach  them  and  persuade  them  in  the 
ways  of  righteousness  and  faith. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of 
reporting  this  mission  to  you.  I  am  deep¬ 
ly  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  labor¬ 
ing  in  the  mission  field.  I  trust  that  I 
may  be  ever  found  worthy,  as  long  as 
it  is  the  will  of  his  servants  that  I  shall 
remain  there,  to  discharge  my  duties  ac¬ 
ceptably. 

I  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  you,  my 
brethren  and  sisters,  that  you  may  have 
reverence  and  respect  for  the  traditions  of 
the  past,  as  well  as  continuing  to  look  for- 
word,  as  Bishop  Marvin  O.  Ashton  has 
so  delightfully  pointed  out  to  you,  and 
not  to  live  in  the  past,  but  look  to  the 
future.  But  the  past  is  glorious  and  sacred 
to  us.  It  inspires  us,  and  has  something 
to  do  with  an  increase  of  our  faith. 

May  God  add  his  blessings  to  you,  and 
magnify  this  conference  to  our  good,  I 
humbly  ask,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 


AS  YOU  GO  THROUGH  LIFE 


Don't  look  for  the  flaws  as  you  go  through 
life/ 

And  even  when  you  find  them, 

It  is  wise  and  kind  to  be  somewhat  blind 
And  look  for  the  virtue  behind  them, 
For  the  cloudiest  night  has  a  hint  of  light 
Somewhere  in  its  shaddows  hiding, 

It  is  better  by  far  to^hunt  for  a  star 
Than  the  spots  on  the  sun  abiding. 

The  current  of  life  runs  ever  away 
To  the  bosom  of  God's  great  ocean. 

Don't  set  your  force  'gainst  the  river's  course 
And  think  to  alter  its  motion. 

Don't  waste  a  curse  on  the  universe  - 
Remember  it  lived  before  you. 

Don't  butt  at  the  storm  with  your  puny  form, 
But  bend  and  let  it  go  o'er  you. 

This  world  will  never  adjust  itself 
To  suit  your  whims  to  the  letter,- 
Some  things  must  go  wrong  your  whole  life 
long, 

And  the  sooner  you  know  it  the  better. 
It  is  folly  to  fight  with  the  Infinite, 

And  go  under  at  last  in  the  wrestle, 

The  wiser  man  shapes  into  God's  plan 
As  the  water  shapes  into  a  vessel. 

-Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 


ETERNAL  PROGRESS 


Someone  has  said  that  the  Mormon 
doctrine  of  continuous  progression  together 
with  the  conclusion  to  which  it  ultimately 
leads  is  a  disparagement  of  God  and  a  chal¬ 
lenge  of  his  omnipotence,  that  it  lowers 
the  dignity  of  the  Supreme  Being  and  over¬ 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  man.  But 
such  can  hardly  be  the  case,  for  what 
more  glorious  conception  can  be  held  of 
God  than  that  he  is  the  veritable  father 
of  the  human  race,  devoting  his  energies 
to  its  welfare  and  ultimate  happiness? 
Moreover,  where  is  the  parent  who  does 
not  take  pride  in  the  achievements  of  his 
children,  even  though  they  may  approach 
his  own?  Does  it  belittle  a  parent  to 
rear  good  children? 

Man  already  has  made  astounding 
progress  toward  the  control  of  nature. 
Originally  he  could  travel  no  faster  than 
his  own  organs  of  locomotion  would  con¬ 
vey  him;  now  he  flies  through  the  air 
with  startling  speed.  Originally  he  could 
be  heard  no  farther  than  his  voice  would 
carry;  now  he  speaks  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  with  the  speed  of  lightning.  Origin¬ 
ally  he  was  subject  to  disease  with  no 
power  of  relief;  now  he  has  overcome 
many  of  the  most  serious  maladies.  Origin¬ 
ally  he  could  move  objects  no  larger  than 
his  physical  strength  would  allow;  now  he 
transports  great  burdens  of  freight  by  land 
and  sea,  and  even  obstructs  the  courses  of 
rivers  and  connects  the  oceans  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  will.  And,  withal,  his  achieve¬ 
ments  have  apparently  only  begun. 

Man’s  present  power  of  control,  it 
should  be  noted,  has  resulted  from  mental 
rather  than  physical  development.  Al¬ 
ready  the  mastery  of  his  mind  is  reaching 
into  every  field  of  thought  and  action,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet.  Indeed,  Deity  has 
made  the  welcome  announcement  that  the 
only  factor  capable  of  limiting  man’s  fu¬ 
ture  attainment  is  man  himself.  Failure 
to  comply  with  Divine  law,  which  is  nat¬ 
ural  law,  is  the  only  possible  agency  that 
can  prevent  man  from  advancing  indef¬ 
initely  during  the  eons  awaiting  him. 
Obedience,  on  the  other  hand,  will  carry 
him  back  into  the  very  presence  of  God, 
advancing  and  achieving  through  the  end¬ 
less  eternities  to  come. 

— Dr.  Frederick  J.  Pack . 
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utterance  when  we  try  to  speak,  does  mag¬ 
nify  us  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  people, 
and  gives  us  influence  as  his  servants, 
to  teach  them  and  persuade  them  in  the 
ways  of  righteousness  and  faith. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of 
reporting  this  mission  to  you.  I  am  deep¬ 
ly  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  labor¬ 
ing  in  the  mission  field.  I  trust  that  I 
may  be  ever  found  worthy,  as  long  as 
it  is  the  will  of  his  servants  that  I  shall 
remain  there,  to  discharge  my  duties  ac¬ 
ceptably. 

I  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  you,  my 
brethren  and  sisters,  that  you  may  have 
reverence  and  respect  for  the  traditions  of 
the  past,  as  well  as  continuing  to  look  for- 
word,  as  Bishop  Marvin  O.  Ashton  has 
so  delightfully  pointed  out  to  you,  and 
not  to  live  in  the  past,  but  look  to  the 
future.  But  the  past  is  glorious  and  sacred 
to  us.  It  inspires  us,  and  has  something 
to  do  with  an  increase  of  our  faith. 

May  God  add  his  blessings  to  you,  and 
magnify  this  conference  to  our  good,  I 
humbly  ask,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  Amen. 


AS  YOU  GO  THROUGH  LIFE 


Don't  look  for  the  flaws  as  y°u  go  through 
life, 

And  even  when  you  find  them, 

It  is  wise  and  kind  to  be  somewhat  blind 
And  look  for  the  virtue  behind  them, 
For  the  cloudiest  night  has  a  hint  of  light 
Somewhere  in  its  shaddows  hiding, 

It  is  better  by  far  to^hunt  for  a  star 
Than  the  spots  on  the  sun  abiding. 

The  current  of  life  runs  ever  away 
To  the  bosom  of  God's  great  ocean. 

Don't  set  your  force  'gainst  the  river's  course 
And  think  to  alter  its  motion. 

Don't  waste  a  curse  on  the  universe - 
Remember  it  lived  before  you. 

Don't  butt  at  the  storm  with  your  puny  form, 
But  bend  and  let  it  go  o'er  you. 

This  world  will  never  adjust  itself 
To  suit  your  whims  to  the  letter, 

Some  things  must  go  wrong  your  whole  life 
long, 

And  the  sooner  you  know  it  the  better. 
It  is  folly  to  fight  with  the  Infinite, 

And  go  under  at  last  in  the  wrestle, 

The  wiser  man  shapes  into  God's  plan 
As  the  water  shapes  into  a  vessel. 

-Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 


ETERNAL  PROGRESS 


Someone  has  said  that  the  Mormon 
doctrine  of  continuous  progression  together 
with  the  conclusion  to  which  it  ultimately 
leads  is  a  disparagement  of  God  aiid  a  chal¬ 
lenge  of  his  omnipotence,  that  it  lowers 
the  dignity  of  the  Supreme  Being  and  over¬ 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  man.  But 
such  can  hardly  be  the  case,  for  what 
more  glorious  conception  can  be  held  of 
God  than  that  he  is  the  veritable  father 
of  the  human  race,  devoting  his  energies 
to  its  welfare  and  ultimate  happiness? 
Moreover,  where  is  the  parent  who  does 
not  take  pride  in  the  achievements  of  his 
children,  even  though  they  may  approach 
his  own?  Does  it  belittle  a  parent  to 
rear  good  children? 

Man  already  has  made  astounding 
progress  toward  the  control  of  nature. 
Originally  he  could  travel  no  faster  than 
his  own  organs  of  locomotion  would  con¬ 
vey  him;  now  he  flies  through  the  air 
with  startling  speed.  Originally  he  could 
be  heard  no  farther  than  his  voice  would 
carry;  now  he  speaks  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth  with  the  speed  of  lightning.  Origin¬ 
ally  he  was  subject  to  disease  with  no 
power  of  relief;  now  he  has  overcome 
many  of  the  most  serious  maladies.  Origin¬ 
ally  he  could  move  objects  no  larger  than 
his  physical  strength  would  allow;  now  he 
transports  great  burdens  of  freight  by  land 
and  sea,  and  even  obstructs  the  courses  of 
rivers  and  connects  the  oceans  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  will.  And,  withal,  his  achieve¬ 
ments  have  apparently  only  begun. 

Man’s  present  power  of  control,  it 
should  be  noted,  has  resulted  from  mental 
rather  than  physical  development.  Al¬ 
ready  the  mastery  of  his  mind  is  reaching 
into  every  field  of  thought  and  action,  and 
the  end  is  not  yet.  Indeed,  Deity  has 
made  the  welcome  announcement  that  the 
only  factor  capable  of  limiting  man’s  fu¬ 
ture  attainment  is  man  himself.  Failure 
to  comply  with  Divine  law,  which  is  nat¬ 
ural  law,  is  the  only  possible  agency  that 
can  prevent  man  from  advancing  indef¬ 
initely  during  the  eons  awaiting  him. 
Obedience,  on  the  other  hand,  will  carry 
him  back  into  the  very  presence  of  God, 
advancing  and  achieving  through  the  end¬ 
less  eternities  to  come. 

— Dr.  Frederick  J.  Pack. 
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SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  COPY-BOOK  OF 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

Rules  of  Civility  That  Governed  His  Life 

Show  not  yourself  glad  at  the  misfortune 
of  another,  though  he  were  your  enemy. 

When  you  see  a  crime  punished  you  may 
be  inwardly  pleased;  but  always  show  pity 
to  the  suffering  offender. 

Superfluous  compliments  and  all  affecta¬ 
tion  of  ceremony  are  to  be  avoided,  yet, 
where  due,  they  are  not  to  be  neglected. 

When  a  man  does  all  he  can,  though  it 
succeed  not  well,  blame  not  him  that  did  it. 

Be  not  hasty  to  believe  flying  reports  to 
the  disparagement  of  any. 

In  your  apparel  be  modest,  and  endeavor 
lo  accommodate  Nature,  rather  than  to  pro¬ 
cure  admiration,-  keep  to  the  fashion  of 
your  equals. 

Associate  yourself  with  men  of  good 
quality,  if  you  esteem  your  own  reputation,- 
for  'tis  better  to  be  alone  than  in  bad 
company. 

Speak  no  injurious  words  neither  in  jest 
nor  in  earnest;  scoff  at  none,  although 
they  give  occasion. 

Gaze  not  at  the  marks  or  blemishes  of 
others,  and  ask  not  how  they  came. 

What  you  may  speak  in  secret  to  your 
friend,  deliver  not  before  others. 

Let  your  heart  feel  for  the  afflictions  and 
distresses  of  everyone,  and  let  your  hand 
give  in  proportion  to  your  purse ;  remember¬ 
ing  always  the  widow's  mite,  but  that  it  is 
not  everyone  who  asketh  that  deserveth 
charity,-  all,  however,  are  worthy  the  in¬ 
quiry,  or  the  deserving  may  suffer. 

I  consider  storms  and  victory  under  the 
direction  of  a  wise  Providence  who  no 
doubt  directs  them  for  the  best  purposes, 
and  to  bring  around  the  greatest  degree  of 
happiness  to  the  greatest  number. 

Happiness  depends  more  upon  the  internal 
frame  of  a  person's  mind,  than  on  the  ex¬ 
ternals  in  the  world. 

To  see  plants  rise  from  the  earth  and 
flourish  by  the  superior  skill  and  bounty 
of  the  laborer,  fills  a  contemplative  mind 
with  ideas  which  are  more  easy  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  than  expressed. 


To  constitute  a  dispute  there  must  be 
two  parties.  To  understand  it  well,  both 
parties  and  all  the  circumstances  must  be 
fully  heard;  and  to  accommodate  differences, 
temper  and  mutual  forbearance  are  requisite. 

Idleness  is  disreputable  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances;  productive  of  no  good,  even 
when  unaccompanied  by  vicious  habits. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  prosperous  gales  to 
forget  that  adverse  winds  blow. 

Economy  in  all  things  is  as  commendable 
in  the  manager  as  it  is  beneficial  and  de¬ 
sirable  to  the  employer. 

It  is  unfortunate  when  men  cannot  or 
will  not  see  danger  at  a  distance;  or  seeing 
it,  are  undetermined  in  the  means  which  are 
necessary  to  avert  or  keep  it  afar  off. 


WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY 


Welcome  to  the  day  returning, 

Dearer  still  as  ages  flow, 

While  the  torch  of  Faith  is  burning, 

Long  as  Freedom's  altars  glow  I 
See  the  hero  whom  it  gave  us 
Slumbering  on  a  mother's  breast; 

For  the  arm  he  stretched  to  save  us 
Be  its  morn  forever  blest! 

Vain  is  empire's  made  temptation! 

Not  for  him  an  earthly  crown! 

He  whose  sword  has  freed  a  nation 
Strikes  the  offered  scepter  down. 

See  the  throneless  conqueror  seated, 

Ruler  by  a  people's  choice; 

See  the  patriot's  task  completed; 

Hear  the  Father's  dying  voice : 

"By  the  name  that  you  inherit, 

By  the  sufferings  you  recall, 

Cherish  the  fraternal  spirit; 

Love  your  country  first  of  all! 

Listen  not  to  idle  questions 
If  its  bands  may  be  untied,- 
Doubt  the  patriot  whose  suggestions 
Strive  a  nation  to  divide.'' 

Father!  We,  whose  ears  have  tingled 
With  the  discord  notes  of  shame , 

We,  whose  sires  their  blood  have  mingled 
In  the  battle's  thunder-flame  - 
Gathering,  while  this  holy  morning 
Lights  the  land  from  sea  to  sea, 

Hear  thy  counsel,  heed  thy  warning,- 
Trust  us  while  we  honor  thee. 

-Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 


February  14,  1939 
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THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 

(Article  2) 

In  a  previous  issue  we  called  attention 
to  some  of  the  prophecies  of  scripture  in¬ 
dicating  that  there  should  be  a  “falling 
away"  from  the  Gospel  as  established  by 
the  Master  and  from  the  Church  organized 
by  Him  and  His  Apostles.  Not  only  did 
we  cite  prophecies  predicting  an  apostasy  to 
be;  but  also  we  found  scriptural  evidence 
that  it  was  well  in  process  of  accomplish¬ 
ment  in  the  latter  apostolic  times. 

Turning  from  the  Scripture  to  other 
ecclesiastical  and  historical  writers  we  find 
the  conditions  as  portrayed  above  amply 
verified.  Adam  Clarke  in  his  Bible  Com¬ 
mentary  in  commenting  on  II  Thes.  2:7 
offers  the  following:  "  Tor  the  mystery 
of  iniquity  doth  already  work /  There  is 
a  system  of  corrupt  doctrine  which  will 
lead  to  the  general  apostasy ,  already  in 
existence ,  but  it  is  a  mystery;  it  is  yet 
hidden ;  it  dare  not  show  itself,  because  of 
that  which  hindereth  or  withholdeth.  But 
when  that  which  now  restraineth  is  taken 
out  of  the  way,  then  shall  that  wicked  one 
be  revealed — it  will  then  be  manifest  who 
he  is  and  what  he  is.” 

Note  this  from  the  writings  of  Heges- 
ippus,  who  lived  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
first  century,  as  quoted  by  Eusebius: 
“When  the  sacred  choir  of  apostles  became 
extinct  and  the  generation  of  those  who 
had  been  privileged  to  hear  inspired  wis¬ 
dom  had  passed  away,  then  also  the  com¬ 
binations  of  impious  error  arose  by  the 
fraud  and  delusions  df  false  teachers. 
These  also  as  there  were  none  of  the  a- 
postles  left,  “none  to  restrain,”  hence¬ 
forth  attempted,  without  shame,  to  preach 
their  false  doctrine  against  the  gospel  of 
truth.  Such  is  the  statement  of  Heges- 
ippus."  Eusebeus’  Ecclesiastical  History, 
bk.  3,  chap.  32.  From  Mosheim's 
Eccliastical  History ,  cent.  1,  part  2,  chap. 
3,  and  Milner's  Church  History ,  cent.  1, 
chap.  15,  we  may  read  statements  of  like 
order. 

The  prophets  and  apostles  have  plainly 
declared  that  there  shall  be  a  turning  from 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the  false  and 
fabulous  teachings  of  men  thus  bringing 
about  a  “famine  of  the  word  of  the  Lord.” 
Divine  record  and  ecclesiastical  and  his¬ 
torical  writings  unite  in  the  declaration 
that  such  a  departure  from  truth  was  al¬ 


ready  in  progress  even  in  the  very  early 
stages  of  the  Church.  Are  we  then  ready 
to  go  a  step  farther  in  open-minded  con¬ 
sideration  as  to  whether  this  apostasy,  so 
early  commenced,  actually  became  general 
and  complete? 

Why  the  Apostasy ? 

By  classified  analysis  we  might  show 
various  causes  working  together  to  bring 
about  the  apostasy.  However,  in  this 
treatment,  let  us  direct  our  attention  to 
one  basic,  underlying  cause  operating 
through  devious  channels  and  assuming 
a  variety  of  forms. 

Satan's  fight  against  righteousness  lies 
at  the  root  of  all  evil  and  the  strangling 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  was  but  one  of 
his  temporary  victories. 

When  the  Lord  established  his  Church 
upon  the  earth  it  was  done  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of 
men.  That  is  the  great  object  of  its  being. 
In  every  form  of  contest  be  it  in  peace  or  in 
war  when  one  contestant  takes  a  position 
of  strategic  value  the  opponent,  if  alert,  at 
once  sets  about  to  checkmate  the  move  by 
an  action  that  will  cancel  such  advantage 
or  turn  it  to  the  accomplishment  of  his 
own  purposes. 

Ages  before  the  virgin  birth  in  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Lucifer,  the  son  of  the  morning  and 
the  father  of  lies,  had  boldly  declared  open 
rebellion  against  God  and  had  been  cast 
out  from  Divine  presence.  He  became  the 
archenemy  of  all  that  is  high  and  holy 
and  pure;  all  that  would  tend  to  amelior¬ 
ate,  save  and  exalt.  His  intelligence,  devil¬ 
ish  though  it  is — his  skill  and  his  power, 
none  can  deny.  Such  is  his  position  that 
Jude  tells  us  even  Michael,  the  Archangel 
“durst  not  bring  a  railing  accusation 
against  him;”  and  such  his  influence  that 
he  drew  away  with  him  the  third  part  of 
the  spiritual  host  of  heaven.  His  great 
ambition  is  to  thwart  the  purposes  of  God 
and  accomplish  the  destruction  of  the  souls 
of  men. 

Think  you  that  this  Satanic  enemy  of 
truth  will  stand  idly  by  while  the  gospel 
seed  is  being  planted,  and  with  lethargic 
inirtia  watch  it  grow  unmolestedly  into  a 
glorious  tree  of  righteousness,  heavily  laden 
with  the  fruit  of  saved  souls  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God?  Verily  no. 

He  began  the  fight  with  a  suggestion  to 
Herod  to  slay  the  divine  child  while  in  its 
infancy,  and  he  well  knew  the  war  was 
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not  over  when  the  Christ  was  raised  upon 
the  cross. 

Jesus  had  preached  in  Judea  and  Galilee, 
but  now  His  disciples  were  commanded 
to  go  “into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature."  Against  such  a 
campaign  his  Satanic  Majesty  martialed  all 
his  forces  of  opposition.  With  him  no 
plan  of  warfare  is  proscribed  “Fair  is  foul 
and  foul  is  fair."  This  great  church  move¬ 
ment  endangered  his  soverign  power  and 
must  be  stemmed.  Can  it  be  done?  Can 
Satan  thwart  the  purposes  of  God? 

To  the  last  stated  question  we  all  in¬ 
stinctively  say  no.  In  the  end  God's  pur¬ 
poses  shall  prevail  and  his  designs  shall  see 
their  accomplishment  to  his  eternal  honor 
and  glory.  Yet  history  is  replete  with 
instances  wherein  the  program  of  righteous¬ 
ness  seems  to  have  been  temporarily  re- 
tarted,  and  error,  wickedness  and  crime 
reached  the  ascendency. 

Most  truly  our  Father  knew  that  His 
children  would  not  be  long  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden.  The  baptism  of  the  earth  by 
water  was  undoubtedly  foreknown  to  the 
Maker  even  though  it-  was  the  temporary 
victory  of  wickedness  that  seemed  to  make 
it  necessary.  If  space  would  permit,  many 
other  such  instances  of  like  though  minor 
nature  could  be  brought  to  show  that  the 
evil  one  does  win  some  of  the  passing 
battles  of  life. 

With  this  thought  in  mind  should  we 
be  surprised  if  we  find  that  the  work  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Lord  in  the  meredian  of  time 
had  come  to  an  untimely  end?  No  place 
do  we  find  in  holy  writ  where  God  or  His 
prophets  promise  or  even  indicate  that  the 
work  then  organized  should  stand  forever. 
On  the  contrary,  as  already  cited  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  replete  with  statements  pointing  to 
the  liklihood  of  an  early  termination.  Let 
us  see,  then,  what  forces  the  evil  one 
brought  to  bear  against  the  Church  of 
Christ  and  with  what  success  he  waged  his 
warfare.  But  this  for  a  later  issue. 

(To  Be  Continued) 


Hate,  malice,  envy,  anger  and  peevish¬ 
ness  are  rank  poisons,  and  if  given  free 
play  will  poison  the  blood,  poison  your 
food,  poison  your  efforts,  bring  you  failure 
in  business,  lose  your  friends,  blight  your 
hopes,  impair  your  energies  and  greatly 
shorten  your  life.  L.  IV.  Billingsley . 


A  TESTIMONY 


“Mormonism"  holds  a  singular  and 
unique  position  in  the  world,  claiming  as 
it  does  to  be  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  a  creed  founded 
in  righteousness,  established  in  a  perfect 
law  of  liberty,  and  it  challenges  the  world 
to  produce  anything  like  the  organization 
which  the  Lord  has  revealed,  and  through 
which  He  makes  manifest  His  righteous¬ 
ness  and  His  purposes  in  the  earth. 

The  organization  of  this  most  wonder¬ 
ful  piece  of  spiritual  machinery,  called  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  is  a  miracle  in  itself.  We  teach 
faith  in  God  and  in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ; 
faith  in  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  faith 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon;  faith  in  the 
miraculous  birth,  life  and  resurrection  of 
the  risen  Redeemer. 

So  “Mormonism"  is  here  with  a  mis¬ 
sion  and  the  Lord  has  provided  men  and 
women  who  are  stalwart  and  true  to 
carry  on  this  work.  Men  of  faith  who 
believe  that  God  has  spoken;  who  are 
assured  in  their  very  souls  that  this  is 
His  special  work;  that  He  has  established 
it,  and  they  believe  and  accept  it  without 
reservation  or  equivocation.  I  bear  wit¬ 
ness  of  it.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
the  living  God,  whom  to  know  is  life 
eternal.  I  bear  witness  of  His  mission, 
of  His  life  and  of  His  resurrection.  If 
we  Latter-day  Saints  do  not  stand  for  this 
faith,  shall  the  Son  of  Man,  when  He 
cometh,  find  faith  on  the  earth?  I  tell 
you,  mighty  little,  indeed,  unless  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  and  their  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  after  them  carry  out  the  mission 
whereunto  we  are  called. 

This  is  not  a  church  established  by  some 
man,  by  man’s  wisdom — it  is  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
Herein  is  the  truth,  and  the  light,  and  the 
way — a  perfect  law  of  liberty  and  of 
righteousness.  This  is  God’s  Church;  this 
is  The  Church — the  only  Church  that  He 
acknowledges  in  the  earth  as  having  His 
Priesthood — the  only  one  in  all  the  world. 
We  challenge  the  attention  of  the  world 
on  that  proposition.  It  is  guided  by  Him. 
I  know  as  I  live  that  this  is  the  Church 
of  God,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that 
Joseph  Smith  is  His  prophet,  sent  of  God 
to  establish  the  Church  whose  law  is  a 
perfect  law  of  liberty  to  all  mankind. 

— Pres.  Charles  W.  Nibley. 
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not. over  when  the  Christ  was  raised  upon 
the  cross. 

Jesus  had  preached  in  Judea  and  Galilee, 
but  now  His  disciples  were  commanded 
to  go  “into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature. ”  Against  such  a 
campaign  his  Satanic  Majesty  martialed  all 
his  forces  of  opposition.  With  him  no 
plan  of  warfare  is  proscribed  “Fair  is  foul 
and  foul  is  fair.”  This  great  church  move¬ 
ment  endangered  his  soverign  power  and 
must  be  stemmed.  Can  it  be  done?  Can 
Satan  thwart  the  purposes  of  God? 

To  the  last  stated  question  we  all  in¬ 
stinctively  say  no.  In  the  end  God's  pur¬ 
poses  shall  prevail  and  his  designs  shall  see 
their  accomplishment  to  his  eternal  honor 
and  glory.  Yet  history  is  replete  with 
instances  wherein  the  program  of  righteous¬ 
ness  seems  to  have  been  temporarily  re- 
tarted,  and  error,  wickedness  and  crime 
reached  the  ascendency. 

Most  truly  our  Father  knew  that  His 
children  would  not  be  long  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden.  The  baptism  of  the  earth  by 
water  was  undoubtedly  foreknown  to  the 
Maker  even  though  it- was  the  temporary 
victory  of  wickedness  that  seemed  to  make 
it  necessary.  If  space  would  permit,  many 
other  such  instances  of  like  though  minor 
nature  could  be  brought  to  show  that  the 
evil  one  does  win  some  of  the  passing 
battles  of  life. 

With  this  thought  in  mind  should  we 
be  surprised  if  we  find  that  the  work  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Lord  in  the  meredian  of  time 
had  come  to  an  untimely  end?  No  place 
do  we  find  in  holy  writ  where  God  or  His 
prophets  promise  or  even  indicate  that  the 
work  then  organized  should  stand  forever. 
On  the  contrary,  as  already  cited  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  replete  with  statements  pointing  to 
the  liklihood  of  an  early  termination.  Let 
us  see,  then,  what  forces  the  evil  one 
brought  to  bear  against  the  Church  of 
Christ  and  with  what  success  he  waged  his 
warfare.  But  this  for  a  later  issue. 

(To  Be  Continued) 


Hate,  malice,  envy,  anger  and  peevish¬ 
ness  are  rank  poisons,  and  if  given  free 
play  will  poison  the  blood,  poison  your 
food,  poison  your  efforts,  bring  you  failure 
in  business,  lose  your  friends,  blight  your 
hopes,  impair  your  energies  and  greatly 
shorten  your  life.  L.  W.  Billingsley . 


A  TESTIMONY 


“Mormonism”  holds  a  singular  and 
unique  position  in  the  world,  claiming  as 
it  does  to  be  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  a  creed  founded 
in  righteousness,  established  in  a  perfect 
law  of  liberty,  and  it  challenges  the  world 
to  produce  anything  like  the  organization 
which  the  Lord  has  revealed,  and  through 
which  He  makes  manifest  His  righteous¬ 
ness  and  His  purposes  in  the  earth. 

The  organization  of  this  most  wonder¬ 
ful  piece  of  spiritual  machinery,  called  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  is  a  miracle  in  itself.  We  teach 
faith  in  God  and  in  His  Son  Jesus  Christ; 
faith  in  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  faith 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon;  faith  in  the 
miraculous  birth,  life  and  resurrection  of 
the  risen  Redeemer. 

So  “Mormonism”  is  here  with  a  mis¬ 
sion  and  the  Lord  has  provided  men  and 
women  who  are  stalwart  and  true  to 
carry  on  this  work.  Men  of  faith  who 
believe  that  God  has  spoken;  who  are 
assured  in  their  very  souls  that  this  is 
His  special  work;  that  He  has  established 
it,  and  they  believe  and  accept  it  without 
reservation  or  equivocation.  I  bear  wit¬ 
ness  of  it.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
the  living  God,  whom  to  know  is  life 
eternal.  I  bear  witness  of  His  mission, 
of  His  life  and  of  His  resurrection.  If 
we  Latter-day  Saints  do  not  stand  for  this 
faith,  shall  the  Son  of  Man,  when  He 
cometh,  find  faith  on  the  earth?  I  tell 
you,  mighty  little,  indeed,  unless  the  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints  and  their  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  after  them  carry  out  the  mission 
whereunto  we  are  called. 

This  is  not  a  church  established  by  some 
man,  by  man's  wisdom — it  is  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
Herein  is  the  truth,  and  the  light,  and  the 
way — a  perfect  law  of  liberty  and  of 
righteousness.  This  is  God's  Church;  this 
is  The  Church — the  only  Church  that  He 
acknowledges  in  the  earth  as  having  His 
Priesthood — the  only  one  in  all  the  world. 
We  challenge  the  attention  of  the  world 
on  that  proposition.  It  is  guided  by  Him. 
I  know  as  I  live  that  this  is  the  Church 
of  God,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that 
Joseph  Smith  is  His  prophet,  sent  of  God 
to  establish  the  Church  whose  law  is  a 
perfect  law  of  liberty  to  all  mankind. 

— Pres .  Charles  W,  Nibley , 
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SAYNGS  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  On  the  Constitution 


Just  Prior  to  Leaving  His  Springfield  Home 

to  Assume  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States 

My  friends,  no  one,  not  in  my  situation, 
can  appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this 
parting.  To  this  place  and  the  kindness 
of  these  people,  I  owe  everything.  Here 
I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
have  passed  from  a  young  to  an  old  man. 
Here  my  children  have  been  born,  and  one 
is  buried.  I  now  leave,  not  knowing  when 
or  whether  ever  I  may  return,  with  a  task 
before  me  greater  than  that  which  rested 
upon  Washington.  Without  the  assistance 
of  that  Divine  Being,  who  ever  attended 
him,  I  cannot  succeed.  With  that  assist¬ 
ance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trusting  in  Him  who 
can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you,  and 
be  everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confidently 
hope  that  all  will  yet  be  well.  To  His  care 
commending  you,  as  I  hope  your  prayers 
will  commend  me,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate 
farewell. 

From  His  First  Inaugural  Address 

In  your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  country¬ 
men,  and  not  in  mine,  is  the  momentous 
issue  of  civil  war.  The  Government  will 
not  assail  you.  You  can  have  no  conflict, 
without  being  yourselves  the  aggressors. 
You  have  no  oath  in  Heaven  to  destroy  the 
Government,  while  I  shall  have  the  most 
solemn  one  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend 
it.  I  am  loath  to  close.  We  are  not 
enemies,  but  friends.  We  must  not  be 
enemies.  Though  passion  may  have 
strained,  it  must  not  break  our  bonds  of 
affection.  The  mystic  cords  of  memory, 
stretching  from  every  battle  field  and  pa¬ 
triotic  grave  to  every  living  heart  and 
hearthstone,  all  over  this  broad  land,  will 
yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union,  when 
again  touched,  as  surely  they  will  be,  by 
the  better  angels  of  our  nature. 

From  His  Second  Inaugural  Address 

With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity 
for  all,  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to 
finish  the  work  we  are  in;  to  bind  up  the 
nation’s  wounds;  to  care  for  him  who 
has  borne  the  brunt  of  battle,  and  for  his 
widow  and  for  his  orphan,  to  do  all  which 
may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting 
peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all  nations. 


To  support  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  let  every  American  pledge  his  life,  his 
property,  and  his  sacred  honor.  Let  every 
man  remember  that  to  violate  the  law  is  to 
trample  upon  the  blood  of  his  fathers,  and 
to  tear  the  charter  of  his  own  and  his  chil¬ 
dren’s  liberty. 

As  a  general  rule,  I  think  we  would 
much  better  leave  it  alone.  No  slight  occa¬ 
sion  should  tempt  us  to  touch  it.  Better 
not  take  the  first  step,  which  may  lead  to  a 
habit  of  altering  it.  Better,  rather,  habit¬ 
uate  ourselves  to  think  of  it  as  unalterable. 
It  can  scarcely  be  made  better  than  it  is. 
New  provisions  would  produce  new  diffi¬ 
culties. 

Miscellaneous 

I  am  nothing,  but  truth  is  everything. 

Killing  the  dog  does  not  cure  the  bite. 

No  men  living  are  more  worthy  to  be 
trusted  than  those  who  toil  up  from  pov¬ 
erty. 

This  country  with  its  institutions,  be¬ 
longs  to  the  people  who  inhabit  it. 

God  bless  my  mother!  All  I  am  or 
hope  to  be  I  owe  to  her. 

Let  us  have  that  faith  that  right  makes 
might;  and  in  that  faith  let  us,  to  the 
end,  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  under¬ 
stand  it. 

I  must  stand  with  anybody  that  stands 
right;  stand  with  him  while  he  is  right 
and  part  from  him  when  he  goes  wrong. 

My  experience  and  observation  have 
been  that  those  who  promise  the  most  do 
the  least. 

The  way  for  a  young  man  to  rise  is  to 
improve  himself  in  every  way  he  can,  never 
suspecting  that  anybody  is  hindering  him. 

God  must  like  common  people,  or  He 
would  not  have  made  so  many  of  them. 

If,  in  your  judgment,  you  cannot  be  an 
honest  lawyer,  resolve  to  be  honest  with¬ 
out  being  a  lawyer. 


Never  does  the  human  soul  appear  so 
strong  and  noble  as  when  it  foregoes 
revenge,  and  dares  to  forgive  an  injury. 

— Chapin. 
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The  Missionary  and  His  Message 


< 


For  more  than  a  hundred 

YEARS  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  has  been  sending 
its  missionaries  into  the  field  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  It  is  pretty  well  recognized  by 
the  informed  that  ours  is  the  greatest  mis¬ 
sionary  system  in  the  world.  If  there  is 
another  institution  that  keeps  2000  men 
and  women  in  the  mission  field  all  the 
time,  giving  their  full  time  freely  and  as 
freely  bearing  their  own  expenses,  we  do 
not  know  of  it. 

Well  might  the  world  ask,  “What  is  the 
power  that  motivates  this  extraordinary, 
continous  sacrifice  at  a  cost  approximating 
three  million  dollars  a  year.  What  is  it 
that  impells  this  constant  stream  of  the 
highest  type  of  young  manhood  and 
womanhood  to  a  field  of  activity  where 
there  are  years  of  service  without  money 
compensation.'' 

Well,  they  go.  And  they  go  without 
fear  or  pressure.  In  fact  through  the 
years  of  early  life,  thousands  look  forward 
to  the  opportunity  for  such  gratuitous  serv¬ 
ice.  As  stated  above  it  began  more  than  a 
hundred  years  ago.  The  Church  had  been 
organized  only  about  six  months  when 
missionaries  were  called 'to  go  out  pro¬ 
claiming  the  new  faith,  and  as  men  were 
converted  to  the  then  strange  doctrine  of 
Mormonism,  they  were  sent  into  the  field 
as  missionaries  to  preach  it  to  others.  Well 
did  they  exemplify  the  teachings  of  the 
Master,  “Freely  ye  have  received,  freely 
give." 

Joseph  Smith  exhibited  no  fear  of  losing 
his  new  converts  by  sending  them  a  thou¬ 
sand  miles  or  more  away  to  preach  their 
new-found  faith.  Why?  Because  he 
knew  that  he  had  not  converted  them  and 
that  they  were  not  converted  to  him,  but 
to  the  truths  he  presented.  The  Prophet 
well  knew  that  whpn  the  Holy  Spirit  bore 
testimony  to  the  inmost  soul  of  man,  there 


was  no  danger  of  his  being  led  away  by 
other  systems  of  adverse  doctrine.  Certain 
knowledge  that  it  was  God's  work  in 
which  he  was  engaged  left  no  place  for 
fear  in  meeting  the  world  with  the  message. 

So  it  is  today.  Our  young  people  go 
into  the  mission  field,  there  to  compare 
notes  with  the  various  ministers,  sects  and 
creeds  of  Christendom.  Parents  would 
lose  their  lives  rather  than  the  faith  of 
their  sons  and  daughters,  but  they  send 
them  out  unafraid.  Such  a  testimony! 
What  is  it  not  worth?  And  through  this 
more  than  a  hundred  years,  that  confidence 
has  been  thoroughly  vindicated.  Of  the 
thousands  who  have  gone  out,  we  know 
of  not  one  to  have  come  back  having  found 
a  better  religion.  Is  not  this  in  itself  a 
convincing  evidence  of  truth? 

Often  our  missionaries  are  asked,  “Why 
do  you  come  to  us  with  your  missionary 
work?  We  are  Christians  here.  Why 
don't  you  go  to  the  pagans  where  Christ 
is  not  known  and  preach  your  word 
there?" 

One  need  but  look  about  him  and  view 
the  condition  of  the  world  today  to  find 
the  answer  to  the  question.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  this  world  now  needs  so  much  as  the 
impregnation  of  the  spirit  and  genius  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Nothing  but 
the  application  of  His  principles  can  save 
the  world  from  chaos  toward  which  it  is 
headlong  plunging. 

But  it's  near  two  thousand  years  since 
the  Master  walked  among  men  in  Galilee. 
Since  then  clouds  have  dimmed  men's 
vision.  Many  there  are  who  are  listed  as 
Christians  who  doubt  or  deny  the  divinity 
of  Jesus.  Since  His  reported  ascension  into 
heaven,  He  and  His  Father  have  been  re¬ 
moved  a  long  way  off  from  mankind. 
They  have  become  merged  into  one  eternal, 
incomprehensible  abstraction,  without 
from  or  being,  having  circumference  every- 
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where  and  center  nowhere.  Christ  has  lost 
His  identity  and  with  it  His  appeal  of 
realism  needful  to  vitalize  human  thought 
and  motivate  human  action. 

Then  Missionary,  let  this  be  your  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  world:  That  Christ  is  real; 
that  He  lives,  enthroned  in  the  heavens 
with  all  the  distinctiveness  and  individ¬ 
uality  which  were  His  when  He  ministered 
to  men  in  the  flesh;  that  He  with  the 
Father  to  whom  He  ascended  following 
His  resurrection,  has  come  again  to  earth 
and  re-established  communion  between 
God  and  man;  that  other  messengers  from 
heaven  have  appeared  and  committed  to 
man  the  keys  of  authority  and  Priesthood 
by  which  Gospel  ordinances  can  legally 
be  performed,  conferring  the  right  to  bind 
on  earth  and  it  will  be  bound  in  heaven; 
that  men  must  repent  of  their  sins  and  be 
baptized  into  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of 
God  and  then  gauge  their  lives  by  the 
principles  taught  by  the  Christ  if  they 
would  enjoy  the  peace  on  earth  and  eternal 
joy  in  heaven  that  He  designed  for  those 
who  will  obey. 

This  is  the  Missionary's  message  to  the 
world.  And  what  a  soul-firing  message 
it  is!  Is  such  a  message  for  pagan  peoples 
only?  Let  any  Christian  answer.  Surely 
such  a  message  need  not  be  presented 
apologetically.  Let  every  missionary  be 
humble  in  spirit,  but  let  him  sense  the 
majesty  of  his  calling  and  the  mighty 
import  of  his  message.  Farthest  from  him 
should  be  the  spirit  of  strife  and  conten¬ 
tion.  Grand  as  his  message  is,  a  harbinger 
of  peace  on  earth  and  eternal  life  in  heaven, 
yet  some  there  are  who  will  oppose.  It  has 
always  been  so.  It  will  continue  to  be  so 
as  long  as  the  Prince  of  Darkness  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  darken  the  minds  and  harden  the 
hearts  of  men.  But  the  missionary  must 
ever  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  the  messenger 
of  peace  and  the  servant  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  Let  him  so  deport  himself  in  the 
interest  of  the  grandest  of  all  messages  to 
a  world  in  sore  need.  E.  L.  M. 


WHAT  "WORSHIP”  MEANS 

There  is  no  more  fundamental  need  in 
our  lives  than  the  need  for  worship.  Men 
without  understanding  of  the  true  and  liv¬ 
ing  God  set  up  images  and  objects  to  sat¬ 
isfy  this  primal  urge  for  worship.  Men 
who  think  they  have  outgrown  God  are 
seemingly  unable  to  outgrow  the  desire  to 
venerate  something  above  and  beyond 
themselves,  and  worship  ideas  and  ‘'isms." 
But  the  truly  happy  man  remains — the 
man  who  has  found  God,  and  constantly 
re-establishes  communion  with  His  Spirit 
through  worship. 

While  we  may  seek  communion  with 
God  individually  through  prayer,  there  is 
something  within  that  requires  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  worship  in  groups.  Giving  and 
receiving  spiritual  strength  from  each,  we 
seem  to  rise  to  greater  emotional  heights — 
to  feel  the  presence  of  His  Spirit  more 
clearly.  Then,  too,  we  seem  to  need  the 
constant  stimulation  of  regularly  held 
meetings,  to  which  we  can  return  again  and 
again  for  forgetfulness  of  self  in  worship. 

Worship  is  an  emotional  experience. 
We  cannot  worship  without  being  lifted 
emotionally  out  of  our  pre-occupation 
with  worldly  things,  beyond  selfish 
thoughts,  to  a  high  spiritual  level  at  which 
we  can  feel  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  To  rise  to  worship,  we 
need  the  inward  urge  of  love  and  faith; 
we  need  the  help  of  strong  forces,  both 
from  within  and  without;  we  must  feel 
the  call  to  prayer;  we  seem  to  require  the 
stimulation  and  sustaining  strength  of 
fellow  worshippers.  And,  most  of  all,  we 
need  an  outlet  through  which  we  can  give 
expression  to  the  joy  within. 

To  fill  this  need  for  worship,  the  Lord 
has  set  aside  the  Sabbath  day,  and  in¬ 
structed  us  to  prepare  places  of  worship 
and  go  to  them  "that  we  may  keep  our¬ 
selves  unspotted  from  the  world."  Among 
Latter-day  Saints  the  chief  opportunity 
for  worship  is  the  Sacrament  Meeting. 

— The  Instructor . 


A  man's  life  consisteih  not  in  the  abundance  of  Ihe  things  which  he  possesseth. 

What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul? 

Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it;  and  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  shall  find  it. 

Thou  shaft  have  no  other  Gods  before  me. 

Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God. 

Is  not  life  more  than  meat? 
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where  and  center  nowhere.  Christ  has  lost 
His  identity  and  with  it  His  appeal  of 
realism  needful  to  vitalize  human  thought 
and  motivate  human  action. 

Then  Missionary,  let  this  be  your  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  world:  That  Christ  is  real; 
that  He  lives,  enthroned  in  the  heavens 
with  all  the  distinctiveness  and  individ¬ 
uality  which  were  His  when  He  ministered 
to  men  in  the  flesh;  that  He  with  the 
Father  to  whom  He  ascended  following 
His  resurrection,  has  come  again  to  earth 
and  re-established  communion  between 
God  and  man;  that  other  messengers  from 
heaven  have  appeared  and  committed  to 
man  the  keys  of  authority  and  Priesthood 
by  which  Gospel  ordinances  can  legally 
be  performed,  conferring  the  right  to  bind 
on  earth  and  it  will  be  bound  in  heaven; 
that  men  must  repent  of  their  sins  and  be 
baptized  into  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of 
God  and  then  gauge  their  lives  by  the 
principles  taught  by  the  Christ  if  they 
would  enjoy  the  peace  on  earth  and  eternal 
joy  in  heaven  that  He  designed  for  those 
who  will  obey. 

This  is  the  Missionary's  message  to  the 
world.  And  what  a  soul-firing  message 
it  is!  Is  such  a  message  for  pagan  peoples 
only?  Let  any  Christian  answer.  Surely 
such  a  message  need  not  be  presented 
apologetically.  Let  every  missionary  be 
humble  in  spirit,  but  let  him  sense  the 
majesty  of  his  calling  and  the  mighty 
import  of  his  message.  Farthest  from  him 
should  be  the  spirit  of  strife  and  conten¬ 
tion.  Grand  as  his  message  is,  a  harbinger 
of  peace  on  earth  and  eternal  life  in  heaven, 
yet  some  there  are  who  will  oppose.  It  has 
always  been  so.  It  will  continue  to  be  so 
as  long  as  the  Prince  of  Darkness  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  darken  the  minds  and  harden  the 
hearts  of  men.  But  the  missionary  must 
ever  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  the  messenger 
of  peace  and  the  servant  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  Let  him  so  deport  himself  in  the 
interest  of  the  grandest  of  all  messages  to 
a  world  in  sore  need.  E.  L.  M. 


WHAT  "WORSHIP"  MEANS 

There  is  no  more  fundamental  need  in 
our  lives  than  the  need  for  worship.  Men 
without  understanding  of  the  true  and  liv¬ 
ing  God  set  up  images  and  objects  to  sat¬ 
isfy  this  primal  urge  for  worship.  Men 
who  think  they  have  outgrown  God  are 
seemingly  unable  to  outgrow  the  desire  to 
venerate  something  above  and  beyond 
themselves,  and  worship  ideas  and  “isms." 
But  the  truly  happy  man  remains — the 
man  who  has  found  God,  and  constantly 
re-establishes  communion  with  His  Spirit 
through  worship. 

While  we  may  seek  communion  with 
God  individually  through  prayer,  there  is 
something  within  that  requires  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  worship  in  groups.  Giving  and 
receiving  spiritual  strength  from  each,  we 
seem  to  rise  to  greater  emotional  heights — 
to  feel  the  presence  of  His  Spirit  more 
clearly.  Then,  too,  we  seem  to  need  the 
constant  stimulation  of  regularly  held 
meetings,  to  which  we  can  return  again  and 
again  for  forgetfulness  of  self  in  worship. 

Worship  is  an  emotional  experience. 
We  cannot  worship  without  being  lifted 
emotionally  out  of  our  pre-occupation 
with  worldly  things,  beyond  selfish 
thoughts,  to  a  high  spiritual  level  at  which 
we  can  feel  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  To  rise  to  worship,  we 
need  the  inward  urge  of  love  and  faith; 
we  need  the  help  of  strong  forces,  both 
from  within  and  without;  we  must  feel 
the  call  to  prayer;  we  seem  to  require  the 
stimulation  and  sustaining  strength  of 
fellow  worshippers.  And,  most  of  all,  we 
need  an  outlet  through  which  we  can  give 
expression  to  the  joy  within. 

To  fill  this  need  for  worship,  the  Lord 
has  set  aside  the  Sabbath  day,  and  in¬ 
structed  us  to  prepare  places  of  worship 
and  go  to  them  “that  we  may  keep  our¬ 
selves  unspotted  from  the  world."  Among 
Latter-day  Saints  the  chief  opportunity 
for  worship  is  the  Sacrament  Meeting. 

— The  Instructor . 


A  man's  life  consisfeth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  possesseth. 

What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul? 

Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it{  and  whosoever  shall  lose  his  life 
for  my  sake  shall  find  it. 

Thou  shalt  have  no  other  Gods  before  me. 

Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God. 

Is  not  life  more  than  meat? 
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NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION— Preston  Nibley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Merrill  D.  Clayson,  486  North  Avenue  N.  E.t  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams,  36  31  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  638  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT: -Ross  Dee  Holmes, 
President. 

"Go  in  all  meekness,  in  sobriety,  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified/  not  to  contend  with  others 
on  account  of  their  faith,  or  systems  of  religion,  but 
pursue  a  steady  course.  This  I  delivered  by  way  of 
commandment,  and  all  who  observe  it  not  will  pull 
down  persecution  upon  their  heads,  while  those  who 
do  shall  always  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost;  this  I 
pronounced  as  a  prophecy." 

As  a  result  of  the  labors  of  the  missionaries  we  wel¬ 
come  into  the  fold  Adelia  Fay  Crutcher,  Elmo  Wilcox, 
Nellie  Francis  Baker  and  Afdene  Elba  Trask.  We  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  bless  these  people  in  their  adherence 
to  the  Gospel. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  of  the  district  received 
knowledge  and  inspiration  from  a  conference  held 
January  22  in  Springfield,  Webb  City  and  Joplin.  We 
were  happy  to  have  with  us  at  these  sessions  President 
Elias  S.  Woodruff  and  Elder  Stanford  Gwilliam,  mission 
secretary.  During  a  priesthood  meeting  held  January 
23  the  missionaries  were  given  timely  instructions  by 
President  Woodruff,  whose  kind  direction  is  ever 
a  source  of  encouragement  to  us. 

Recently  we  fulfilled  the  sad  mission  of  conducting 
funeral  exercises  for  Mrs.  Anna  Bryant.  Although  she 
had  known  the  Elders  but  a  brief  while,  one  of  her 
final  requests  was  that  they  arrange  her  funeral. 

We  acknowledge  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  all  good 
things  that  we  have.  We  pray  that  we  may  exercise 
more  faith  and  thus  prepare  our  souls  for  more  bless¬ 
ings;  then  we  shall  grow  in  grace  and  power  and 
become  mighty  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT Alvin  L.  Ralphs,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"Pray  unto  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  holy  name, 
make  known  his  wonderful  works  among  the  people. 
Call  upon  the  Lord,  that  his  kingdom  may  go  forth 
upon  the  earth,  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  may  re¬ 
ceive  it,  and  be  prepared  for  the  days  to  come,  in 
the  which  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  down  from 
heaven,  clothed  in  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  to  meet 
the  kingdom  of  God,  which  is  set  up  on  the  earth." 
Doc.  and  Cov.  65:4-5. 

Many  are  making  preparation,  and  many  are  com¬ 
ing  into  the  fold  of  Christ  through  the  portal  o! 
baptism.  Among  those  who  have  recently  received) 
baptism  are:  John  W.  Schears,  Clyde  E.  King,  Ed¬ 
ward  Dewill  Ferrage,  Albert  Carrollon  Ferrage,  Law¬ 
rence  C.  Howland,  Thomas  Louis  Slight  and  Thelma  Mae 
Young. 

The  missionaries  from  Kansas  City,  Missouri  have 
been  proclaiming  the  plan  of  salvation  to  the  people 
at  Northern  Heights.  They  have  established  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  there,  with  a  prayer  for  its  continued 
growth  and  progress. 

The  Independence  district  has  been  saddened  by! 
the  passing  of  Henry  Luther  George  of  Wathena,  Kan¬ 


sas.  Brother  George  fulfilled  a  faithful  existence  in 
mortality.  Many  of  his  friends,  as  a  final  tribute,  as¬ 
sembled  together  at  the  funeral  service,  held  Decem¬ 
ber  25  by  Elders  Leo  M.  Turnbow  and  Eldon  Pace  in 
the  Wathena  chapel. 

District  conference  was  conducted  December  1 1  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Each  session  was  marked  by 
a  large  attendance  and  a  feeling  of  peace  and  hap¬ 
piness  in  the  testimonies  of  the  speakers.  President 
Elias  S.  Woodruff  imparted  to  the  missionaries  and 
Saints  words  of  counsel  and  inspiration.  It  is  from 
meeting  one  with  another  upon  such  occasions  that 
we  derive  spirituality,  which  is  the  essence  of  citizen¬ 
ship  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT  :-V.  Jarvis  Hailing, 
President. 

"Ask  and  ye  shall  receive;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you."  The  verity  of  this  stalement 
has  been  proved  time  and  again  to  those  who  earn¬ 
estly  and  honestly  search  for  the  truth  of  heaven. 

It  is  with  joy  that  we  welcome  into  the  fold  of 
Christ  by  way  of  baptism  Louis  Madin  Dickison, 
Goldie  May  Dickison,  Truman  Ray  Dickison,  Jaunita 
Elizabeth  Dickison,  Benjamine  Louis  Dickison,  and 
Maxine  Cardner  who  were  baptized  by  Elder  V. 

Jarvis  Hailing. 

Mrs.  Dickison  relates  that  the  message  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Gospel  was  brought  to  her  a 
number  of  years  ago  by  the  "Mormon  Elders". 
Although  opposed  to  the  message  at  first,  she  later 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  a  result  of  the  persuasion 
of  her  husband.  They  were  both  very  religious  and 
deeply  concerned  about  their  salvation,  for  they  had 
attended  various  churches,  but  did  not  receive  full 
satisfaction  from  their  teachings.  Through  faith  and 
prayer  it  was  revealed  to  her  that  the  Book  of 

Mormon  is  true  and  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  divine  authority 
necessary  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  administer  in 
the  saving  ordinances  thereof. 

We  announce  with  sorrow  the  death  of  the  infant 

daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Elmo  C.  Petty  of 

Lawton.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elders 
Lyle  Peterson  and  V.  Jarvis  Hailing,  December  27. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Elders  Murray  Foutz  and 
Darwin  Corey,  a  weekly  radio  program  was  recently 
begun  in  Ponca  City  at  Station  WBBZ.  This  program 
will  assist  in  reaching  the  hearts  and  in  opening 
the  homes  of  many  radio  listeners. 

President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  presided  over  a  splendid 
conference  held  in  Oklahoma  City  December  4.  At 
that  time  Hugo  Patterson,  Albert  Butler  and  Oscar 
Lindsey  were  released  from  the  Oklahoma  City 
branch  presidency,  terminating  a  commendable  record 
of  service  to  the  Lord.  James  Cullimore  was  chosen 
to  succeed  Hugo  Patterson  as  branch  president; 
Albert  Butler  and  Don  Decker  were  chosen  as  his 
counsellors.  With  the  support  of  the  members  of 
the  branch  under  these  leaders,  continued  progress 
is  expected. 

We  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  bless- 
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ing  he  has  showered  upon  us  and  lor  ihe  privilege 
oi  proclaiming  his  Gospel  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard. 

WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Paul  E.  Fell,  Presidenl. 

Deeply  and  humbly  appreciative  of  our  sacred  and 
holy  calling,  we  are  putting  forth  every  effort  to 
discharge  our  duties  as  representatives  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  proclaim  to  the  world  the  simple 
but  profound  message  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  and 
of  its  restoration  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  We  do 
know,  with  an  assurance  that  thrills  us  and  fills  us 
with  inspiration  and  a  firm  desire  to  press  on,  that  this 
is  verily  the  work  of  the  Lord  — "A  work  that  is 
directly  concerned  with  the  eternal  salvation  of 
human  souls."  Realizing  our  sacred  responsibility  we 
do  unhesitatingly  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
the  Lord/  we  thank  him  for  his  manifold  blessings 
and  earnestly  seek  his  divine  intercession  in  the  part 
we  have  been  called  to  play  in  this  great  latter- 
day  work. 

The  efforts  of  many  missionaries,  as  well  as  the 


last  report.  In  services  conducted  for  Eva  Porter 
by  Elder  Paul  E.  Felt,  a  comforting  testimony  of  her 
final  destiny  was  delivered  by  Elder  Clifford  Merrill. 
Elder  T.  Ellis  Butterfield  conducted  a  funeral  in 
Dodge  City  for  Francis  Knudsen.  Upon  this  occasion 
Elder  William  Grayard  bore  a  message  of  hope  and 
assurance  to  the  bereaved. 

Jospeh  Smith  has  said,  "After  all  that  has  been 
said,  the  greatest  and  most  important  duty  is  to 
preach  the  gospel."  Our  efforts  have  been  rendered 
added  impetus  by  our  presentation  throughout  the 
district  of  the  transcribed  drama,  "The  Fulness  of 
Time,”  which  presents  in  a  uniue  and  interesting 
fashion,  highlights  of  Church  history.  On  this  assign¬ 
ment,  Elders  William  Grayard  and  Frederick  Johnson 
report  encourageing  success. 

Elders  O.  Claude  Wennergren  and  Reo  Heaton  have 
aroused  considerable  interest  from  their  radio  programs 
in  Salina.  New  organizations  in  the  district  are  as 
follows:  a  Genealogical  Society  and  Primary  in  Hutchin- 


MISSIONAKIES  OF  WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE  IN  DODGE  CITY 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Linford  L.  Rudd,  President  Dodge  City  Branch;  Gwen  Kimball. 
Beatrice  Pay,  Paul  E.  Felt,  District  President. 

Center  Row:  A.  Claude  Wennergren,  William  Grayard,  Clifford  Merrill. 

Back  Row:  Francis  Burnham,  T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  Ross  Cook,  H.  Frederick  Johnson. 


earnest  desires  of  many  friends,  have  been  realized 
in  the  baptism  of  the  following  converts:  Edward  O. 
Brown,  A.  Burleson,  Patrick  Pinnell,  Marion  Salem,  and 
Augusta  Henrietta  Lambert.  The  ordinances  were  per¬ 
formed  by  Elders  T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  O.  Claude 
Wennergren  and  Paul  E.  Felt.  Our  earnest  prayer 
for  these  converts  is  that  they  will  ever  remain  faith¬ 
ful  to  this  sacred  covenant,  which  entitles  them  to  the 
blessings  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

In  a  branch  conference  held  December  11  a  re¬ 
organization  of  the  Wichita  branch  was  effected.  Wm. 
D.  Ingraham,  first  counsellor  in  the  branch  presidency, 
was  released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  splendid 
service/  Newell  De  Spain  and  Otto  Meader  were  sus¬ 
tained  as  first  and  second  counsellors  respectively. 
Francis  Gavin  was  sustained  as  branch  clerk.  In  the 
Relief  Society,  Loretia  Volmer  was  succeeded  as  presi¬ 
dent  by  Lulu  Thompson.  Louis  Shane  was  appointed 
Sunday  School  superintendent,  with  Phillip  Miller  and 
Bud  Ensign  as  counsellors.  Under  the  direction  of 
these  capable  officers  ihe  Wichita  branch  shows  good 
promise  of  continued  growth. 

Two  funerals  have  been  held  in  the  district  since  our 


son,  M.I.A.  in  Arkansas  City  and  Relief  Society  in 
Salina. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Homer  G.  Birdsall,  Jr.,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  U.  to  Ark. 
Angie  Mace,  from  Deseret,  Utah,  to  E.  Kansas  Dist. 
Audrie  May  McCashland,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  U.,  to 
Independence  District. 

Maurice  L.  Buttars,  from  Lewiston,  Utah,  to  Indep.  Dist. 
William  Malin  Cox,  from  Pine  Valley,  U.,  to  Mo.  Dist. 
Eldon  I.  Hebdon,  from  Rigby,  Idaho,  to  S.  W.  Mo.  Dist. 
Joseph  Arben  Jolly,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to  E.  Kan. 
Alma  B.  Rigby,  from  Aberdeen,  Idaho,  to  Ark.  Dist. 

TRANSFERS 

Arthur  Johnson,  from  East  Kansas  to  W.  Okla.  District. 
Jennie  Fonnesbeck,  from  Mission  Office  to  Indep.  Dist. 
Gladys  Hieleson  from  East  Kansas  D.  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Stanford  Gwilliam- Mission  Secretary. 

Lynn  Waters -President  of  Independence  District. 
Ersell  S.  Fagen- President  of  Arkansas  District. 
Florence  Barker -Mission  Stenographer. 
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RELEASES 

Alvin  L.  Ralphs,  of  Indep.  Dist.-Home,  Rockland  Ida. 
Dorse  M.  Omen,  of  Arkansas  —Home,  Price,  Utah. 
Ruby  Carrell,  of  Missouri  Dist.  —  Home,  Lyman,  Utah. 
Arlo  B.  Smith,  of  Arkansas  Dist.-Home,  Safford,  Ariz. 
Leonard  Hardy,  So.  W.  Mo. -Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 


NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT:  -  Karl  C.  Freeman,  President, 
209  2nd  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

"Alone,  our  work  is  of  little  worth,  together  we  are 
the  Lords  of  the  earth,  so  its  all  for  each  and  each 
for  all  — united  stand,  or  divided  fall."  As  a  District 
personnel,  we  Elders  feel  the  conviction  of  this 
bit  of  philosophy,  and  it  is  our  resolution  to  remember 
it.  We  have  been  directing  our  efforts  to  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  always  mindful  that  we  must 
have  his  spirit  with  us  or  all  shall  be  in  vain. 

Throughout  the  entire  district  the  spirit  of  pro¬ 
gress  is  being  shown.  All  members  holding  re¬ 
sponsible  positions  feel  their  obligations  to  the  Lord 
for  his  many  blessings  and  are  working  diligently 
toward  a  stake  organization  in  the  not  distant  future. 

Elders  Palmer  and  Belnap  labored  in  and  around, 
Choteau,  Montana  for  one  week  preceding  Sunday, 
December  18th.  Their  object  was  to  hold  meetings  with 
Saints  and  interested  persons  in  that  territory  to  excite 
their  interest  in  a  Sunday  School  organization.  On 
the  above  mentioned  date,  President  John  Nelson, 
accompanied  by  several  other  members  of  the  Local 
District  Council,  held  a  meeting  with  these  good 
people  and  organized  a  Sunday  School.  Everyone 
is  thankful  for  this  advancement. 

We  welcome  back  into  this  district  Elder  Irvin 
Jeffery  who  left  a  year  ago  for  Salt  Lake  City  where 
he  underwent  an  appendicitis  operation.  His  intentions 
are  to  finish  his  mission. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT:  -  Albert  Holyoak,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

The  Glory  of  God  is  and  ever  shall  be,  intelligence. 
We  shall  be  saved,  and  eternally  approach  his  likeness, 
only  as  fast  as  we  learn  this  principle  and  pul  it 
into  practice.  The  teachings  of  the  Latter-day  Prophet 
ever  echo  and  affirm  those  of  the  prophets  of  former 
dispensations. 

With  the  firm  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
statements  the  missionaries  of  the  Spokdne-Missoula 
District  have  labored  diligently. 

We  wish  to  introduce  Sister  Bess  V.  Jennings  of 
Daisy,  Washington,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder  Albert 
Holyoak,  and  confirmed  a  member,  December  181h. 
We  heartily  v/elcome  her  and  pray  that  she  may 
have  a  realization  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by 
the  Gospel,  as  she  so  much  desires. 

On  January  8th  the  missionaries  laboring  in  Spokane 
visited  the  Coleville  Sunday  School  and  there  at¬ 
tended  the  first  meeting  of  the  newly  organized 
Relief  Society.  Mary  Anderson,  Ethel  Furgason,  Hilda 
Thacker,  Mary  Horrocks  and  Delfa  Jones  were  chosen 
and  set  apart  as  officers. 

Our  sincere  prayer  is  for  continued  strength,  that 
we  may  never  weary  in  well  doing. 

District  Personnel:  Elders  Smith  and  Manwill,  in 
Sandpoint,  Idaho,  Elders  Van  Orden  and  Curtis  in 
Colfax,  Washington,  Sisters  Andersen  and  Dobel,  Elders 
Scott,  Hicks  and  Holyoak  in  Spokane,  Washington. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT :-  Max  C.  Wilson, 
President,  1326  West  Tenth  Avenue,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Another  year  has  passed  into  history  for  us  here  in 
the  mission  field.  As  we  look  back  over  the  year  past, 
we  see  many  places  wherein  we  could  have  done 
better.  Many  times  we  have  felt  our  lack  of  knowledge 
and  so  we  are  striving  in  1939  to  do  more  studying. 
We  intend  to  follow  the  advice  of  President  Nibley, 
to  study  and  learn  more  of  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  For 
hasn't  our  inspired  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  told  us 


that  "we  cannot  be  saved  in  ignorance?"  Ours 
is  a  great  responsibility  and  we  hope  and  pray  for 
strength  and  wisdom  to  faithfully  uphold  itl 

On  December  29th  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit 
from  our  Mission  President,  Preston  Nibley  and  our 
Mission  Mother,  Sister  Nibley.  Their  visit  was  greatly 
appreciated  and  very  helpful  to  all  of  us.  Prsi- 
dent  Nibley  exhorted  us  to  strive  to  study  more  from 
the  Church  books  — at  least  two  hours  each  day. 
That  his  counsel  is  good,  is  evidenced  from  his  own 
life!  He,  as  an  example,  in  addition  to  his  many 
duties,  has  found  time  to  study  and  write  about  the 
lives  of  our  great  Church  leaders.  The  district  con¬ 
ference  which  was  held  while  he  was  with  us 
contributed  to  the  strengthening  of  our  testimonies. 

We  were  saddened  somewhat  by  the  passing  away 
of  Brother  Leo  Vance  of  Vancouver  on  January  10th. 
Brother  Vance's  happy,  cheerful  outlook  on  life,  in 
spite  of  his  being  practically  bed-fast  for  months,  has 
been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  us.  Thus  another 
devoted  servant  returns  to  that  place  prepared  for 
those  who  prove  fatihful  in  all  things. 

The  Elders  have  been  engaged  more  actively  in 
trading  and  holding  cottage  meetings  this  past  month. 
They  have  averaged  a  meeting  for  nearly  every 
night  of  January.  These  cottage  meetings  are  a 
source  of  comfort  and  knowledge  both  to  the  people 
and  the  Elders. 

Elders  McBride  and  Bagwell  at  Victoria,  B.  C., 

report  that  they  are  finding  many  people  who  want 
to  keep  their  Books  of  Mormon  to  study  them.  We 

know  that  if  they  prayerfully  study  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
they  shall  know  the  truth  of  it.  The  Sunday  School 
and  Relief  Society  at  Victoria  are  progressing  under 
the  able  leadership  of  these  Elders. 

Elders  Barton  and  Peterson  who  are  newcomers  to 
Vancouver,  B.  C.,  are  learning  of  the  customs  and 

beliefs  of  the  great  Canadian  people. 

PUGET  SOUND  DISTRICT :- Homer  P.  Richey,  Presi¬ 
dent,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Washington. 

The  work  in  Puget  Sound  is  again  in  full  swing 
after  a  very  pleasant  holiday  season  enjoyed  by  all. 
We  were  all  made  happy  on  Christmas  day  when 
President  and  Sister  Nibley  dropped  in  for  a  surprise 
visit  at  our  missionary  gathering.  They  are  always 

a  source  of  joy  and  strength  to  us. 

We  are  privileged  to  have  in  this  district,  a 
set  of  the  new  transcription  records*  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  sound  machine.  This  has  been  the  means  of  in¬ 
teresting  many  people  that  we  otherwise  could  not 
reach.  We  feel  it  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
some  of  our  lukewarm  investigators  to  a  realization 
of  the  necessity  of  joining  this  great  church. 

Through  humble,  diligent  effort.  Elders  Stewart  and 
O'Donnell,  who  are  laboring  in  Port  Townsend,  were 
able  to  hold  a  baptismal  service  January  9th  at  which 
four  converts  were  baptized.  We  certainly  wish  to 
give  them  a  warm  welcome  into  our  midst  and  to 
extend  our  appreciation  to  these  fine  Elders. 

Day  by  day  we  see  the  Kingdom  making  great 
strides  and  it  makes  us  happy  to  think  that  we  are 
allowed  to  be  part  of  the  means  of  its  onward  growth. 
We  are  reminded  of  the  words  of  the  Master,  "And 
if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labor  all  your  days  in 
crying  repentance  unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save 
it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great  shall  be  your 
joy  with  him  in  the  Kingdom  of  my  Father!— D.  &  C. 
18:15. 

YAKIMA- WENATCHEE  DISTRICT:  -  Clarence  D.  Sam- 
uelson,  President,  117  No.  Cleaveland,  Wenatchee, 
Washington. 

As  the  activities  of  the  past  month  are  reviewed, 
many  experiences  are  recalled  that  have  proved  in¬ 
teresting  and  benficial  to  the  missionaries  of  the 
district.  On  January  8th,  at  the  regular  union  meet¬ 
ing  we  were  favored  with  the  presence  of  President 
Nibley  and  Elder  Carvel  Davis  of  the  mission  office 
force.  In  reporting  the  progress  of  the  mission  for 
the  past  22  months,  President  Nibley  fold  us  that  47 
Sunday  Schools,  17  Branches,  2  Stakes  of  Zion,  25 
Relief  Societies  and  51  Primaries  had  been  organized; 
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and  that  1200  converts  had  entered  the  waters  of  bap¬ 
tism.  Along  with  this,  a  Branch  of  the  Church  was 
also  organized  for  the  first  time  in  far-off  Alaska. 

One  week  later,  January  15,  most  of  the  district 
personnel  met  with  the  Saints  of  the  Dalles,  Oregon, 
in  a  Sunday  School  conference.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended  by  members  and  investigators  alike  and  much 
good  was  accomplished.  During  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  another  special  service  was  held  in  Klicki¬ 
tat,  Washington  and  besides  a  good  attendance  of 
Saints,  many  earnest  investigators  were  present.  Fol¬ 
lowing  this  meeting,  one  young  lady  who  had  made 
previous  inquiries  about  the  Church,  expressed  a 
desire  for  baptism  and  many  others  intimated  a  genuine 
interest  in  the  messages  that  were  delivered.  The 
spirit  of  the  Lord  was  truly  in  evidence  at  these 
meetings  and  our  testimonies  were  materially 
strengthened. 

The  Saints  and  missionaries  of  Wenatchee  Branch 
met  on  January  19th  and  paid  their  last  respects  to  a 
loved  one  whose  earthly  mission  closed  January  17th. 
Grandma  Peterson,  as  she  was  affectionately  known, 
served  faithfully  in  Church  activity  for  many  years 
and  had  spent  several  months  doing  Genealogiacl  work 
in  the  Cardston  Temple.  Her  sweet  spirit  and  loving 
personality  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

OREGON  DISTRICT: -Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
S.  E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 

During  the  month  the  work  in  the  Oregon  District 
has  gone  forward  very  rapidly.  The  missionaries 
have  all  been  very  diligent  in  their  work  and  much 
has  been  accomplished  by  them.  We  feel  that  in  all 
our  activities  we  have  been  guided  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  and  we  feel  in  all  humility  and  sincerety 
to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  inspiration  and 
guidance  received. 

In  this  district  during  the  last  month  there  have 
been  two  new  organizations  effected,  namely:  a 
Mutual  Improvement  Association  in  Vancouver,  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  a  Sunday  School  at  Hillsboro,  Oregon. 
The  M.  I.  A.  was  organized  by  Elders  Hammerschmidt 
and  Nelson,  with  70  people  in  attendance  at  the  open¬ 
ing  meeting.  From  all  appearances  this  will  be  a 
successful  organization  and  should  make  a  fine  ad¬ 
dition  to  our  district.  The  Sunday  School  organization 
at  Hillsboro  was  effected  by  Elders  Mckinlay  and 
Warnick  on  January  8th  with  53  people  in  attendance. 
One  year  ago  we  had  no  knowledge  of  any  members 
living  in  that  section  but  through  the  effort  of  the 
two  Elders  laboring  in  that  city,  we  have  been  able 
to  locate  some  77  people  who  had  drifted  away  from, 
the  main  body  of  the  Church.  In  this  instance  we 
are  reminded  of  the  work  of  our  Savior  and  Master, 
when  he  left  the  ninety  and  nine  to  go  in  search  of 
one  sheep  that  had  strayed  from  the  fold  into  the 
wilderness.  We  have  followed  his  example  in  search¬ 
ing  out  our  lost  members  in  this  section,  and  we  feel 
that  we  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  our  work. 

Ai  a  recent  baptismal  service  eighteen  people  entered 
the  waters  of  baptism  to  become  members  of  this 
Church.  Elder  Karichner  had  the  privilege  of  bap¬ 
tizing  eleven  of  his  contacts,  namely :  Elizabeth  De 
Hart,  Lester  McCoy  De  Hart,  Dorothy  Mae  De  Hart, 
Artemus  Leon  De  Hart  Sr.,  Artemus  Leon  De  Hart  Jr., 
Maggie  May  De  Hart,  Mitchell  Everett  De  Hart, 
Julie  Joan  Fletcher,  Billie  Janet  Fletcher,  Elmae 
Mae  Fletcher,  and  Polly  Henrietta  Lynch.  Elder  Garth 
Fairbanks  baptized  James  Donald  Dean,  Lon  Dean 
Cardon  and  Georgia  Louise  Warren.  Elder  George 
Warnick  baptized  Beverly  Jean  Loftus.  Elder  Dens- 
more  Duncan  baptized  Andrew  Jackson  Black  and 
Elder  Ralph  E.  Simpson  baptized  Paula  Ann  /arcnibald 
and  Betty  Jane  Roundy.  We  take  great  pleasure  in 
welcoming  these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and  pray 
that  they  may  have  inspiration  and  guidance  through¬ 
out  their  lives  and  that  they  may  be  found  worthy 
of  the  covenant  into  which  they  have  entered. 

SOUTHERN  OREGON  DISTRICT  :-B.  Granl  Johnson, 
President,  573  East  Main  St.,  Ashland,  Oregon. 

"That  which  we  persist  in  doing  becomes  easier  to 


do,  not  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  has  changed  but 
that  our  power  to  do  has  increased." 

For  over  a  year  we  have  been  trying  to  get  a 
Sunday  School  going  in  Lakeview,  Oregon.  It  has 
been  up  and  down  and,  much  of  the  time,  out.  Some 
of  the  time  there  has  been  a  congregation  without 
officers  and  then  officers  without  a  congregation.  But 
we  feel,  after  our  recent  visit  to  Lakeview,  thal  at 
last  we  can  list  it  among  the  permanent  Sunday 
Schools  of  the  district. 

We  have  unlimited  confidence  in  the  capabilities 
and  the  dependability  of  Brother  DeLoss  Price  who 
recently  moved  to  that  city  and  who  has  been  called 
to  preside  over  the  Sunday  School  there.  We  there¬ 
fore  feel  that  the  meeting  held  on  January  1st 
should  prove  to  be  the  real  opening  of  continuous 
work  there.  Such  at  least  is  our  hope,  and  should 
it  prove  other  wise  we  shall  still  stick  to  our  first  state¬ 
ment,  "That  which  we  persist  in  doing  becomes  easy 
to  do,  not  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  has  changed 
but  that  our  power  to  do  his  increased."  We 
shall  continue  to  persist  until  Lakeview  does  become 
a  permanent  branch. 

The  work  over  Ihe  district  is  progressing  nicely. 
Elder  Hunt  in  Klamath  Falls  reported  three  baptisms  for 
December. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Irvin  Jeffery,  from  Delta,  Utah,  to  Great  Falls  Dist. 
Bertha  Howell,  from  Portage,  Utah,  to  Spokane  Dist. 
Keith  Olsen,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Thomas  Gunderson,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  Yakima- 
Wenatchee  District. 

Raymond  Wright,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Yakima- 
Wenatchee  District. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Burt,  from  Cardston,  Alberta, 
Canada,  to  Puget  Sound  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Sisters  Morris  and  Sorenson,  Puget  Sound  to  Yakima- 
Wenatchee  District. 

Elders  Hall  and  Hamblin,  from  Vancouver  B.  C.  to 
Great  Falls  District 

Elder  Lambson,  from  Puget  Soundt  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Elders  Mineer  and  Black,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Spokane- 
Missoula  District. 

Elder  Phillips,  from  Puget  Sound  to  Southern  Ore.  D. 
Sisters  Steinert  and  Thomson,  from  Oregon  to  Puget 
Sound  District. 

Elders  Keetch  and  Johnson,  from  So.  Ore.  to  Great  Falls. 
Sister  Nielson,  from  Office  to  Southern  Oregon  Dist. 
Sister  Bolt,  from  Office  to  Spokane-Missoula  District. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Garth  Fairbanks,  of  Ore. -Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Keith  Olsen,  of  Oregon -Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 
Raymond  Wright,  of  Yakima-Wenatchee  Dist. -Home, 
Ogden,  Utah. 

APPOINTMENTS 

lone  Johnson  — Relief  Society  Secretary,  Primary  Super¬ 
visor,  Mission  Review  Editor  and  Corresponding  Sec. 
Aileen  Ashbaker- Sunday  School  Secretary,  M.  I.  A. 
Supervisor. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

OFFICE:  -Marva  Cram,  Stenographer. 

The  Old  Carthage  Jail  located  in  this  Mission  is 
being  reconstructed  as  it  was  ninty-five  years  ago  when 
the  martyrdom  of  Joseph  Smith  and  Hyrum  took 
place.  The  Church  has  owned  this  property  for  more 
than  35  years.  The  foundation  of  the  building  which 
is  one  hundred  years  old,  is  being  reinforced,  the 
plastering  pointed  up  on  the  outside,  and  the  building 
replastered  on  the  inside  and  the  well  restored.  It 
is  hoped  by  June  27th  the  restoration  work  will  be 
completed,  that  a  very  neat  little  residence,  patterned 
after  John  Taylor's  original  home  in  Nauvoo  will  be 
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erected.  The  Church  will  maintain  a  Bureau  of  In¬ 
formation  at  the  Jail.  Joseph  A.  McRae  and  his  wife 

are  living  there.  ...... 

*  *  ♦ 

Some  very  interesting  developments  are  taking 
place  at  Nauvoo!  Much  of  the  low  land  will  be 
dedicated  as  a  stale  park  and  some  of  the  Mormon 
homes,  now  standing,  will  be .  restored  and  maintained 
as  they  were. 

*  *  * 

Ten  contact  cards  have  been  prepared  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  Bryant  S.  Hinckley,  President  of  the  Mission. 
These  cards  are  listed  as  follows: 

1.  Some  Distinctive  Features  of  Mormonism. 

2.  Some  Reasons  Why  Mormonism  Appeals  to  Men. 

5.  Some  Reasons  Why  Mormonism  Appeals  to 

Women. 

4.  Some  Reasons  Why  Mormonism  Appeals  to 

Youth. 

5.  Some  Reasons  Why  Mormonism  Appeals  to 

Business  Executives. 


explained  in  the  statement  by  Nephi:  "The  Lord 
giveth  no  commandment  unto  the  children  of  men 
save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may 
accomplish  the  thing  which  he  commanded  them." 

Our  way  is  prepared  for  us,  and  it  is  up  to  each 
of  us  to  live  up  to  the  ideals  of  our  Church.  We 
must  not  only  teach  by  word  of  mouth,  but  by  the 
lives  we  live. 

Sisters  Lucy  Godfrey  and  Beubh  Ricks  have  been 
very  successful  in  organizing  three  Primaries  in  Dayton. 
We  are  very  fortunate  in  having  two  such  capable, 
energetic  lady  missionaries  in  our  district,  and  wish 
them  continued  success  in  their  labors. 

From  the  South  Ohio  District  the  missionaries  extend 
a  hearty  greeting  and  best  wishes  to  our  fellow 
workers  wherever  they  may  be. 

EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT:-  Ferra  M.  Young,  Pres. 

The  satisfaction  which  fills  the  hearts  of  men  when 
they  achieve  their  goal  was  manifest  by  the  members 
of  the  Flint  Branch  on  January  22nd  when  they  were 
presented  with  the  "Sunday  School  Banner,"  as 


MISSIONARIES  ATTENDING  EAST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE, 
IN  DETROIT,  MICHIGAN,  DECEMBER  18,  1838 

Left  to  Right:  E.  Gwaln  Cluff,  Lewis  H.  Lloyd,  Mission  Secretary;  Evelyn 
Clawson,  Mission  Recorder;  'Beth  Swain,  Paul  H.  Pratt,  Myrtle  Winger,  Marva 
Cram,  Mission  Stenographer;  Gene  Hutchins,  Ferra  M.  Young,  District  President; 
Mont  Nielsen. 


6.  Some  Salient  Doctrines  of  Mormonism. 

7.  Philosophy  and  Results  of  Mormonism. 

8.  Gems  From  the  Teachings  of  Joseph  Smith. 

9.  The  Mormon's  and  Their  Relief  Problem. 

10.  Five  Things  Every  Man's  Religion  Should  Do 
for  Him. 

The  purpose  of  these  cards  is  to  effect  an  interesting 
contact  and  give  the  missionaries  an  opportunity 
to  explain  the  philosophy  and  doctrines  of  the  Church. 

SOUTH  OHIO  DISTRICT: -Carl  G.  Freeman,  Pres. 

The  Savior  said,  "Whoso  would  be  great  among  you 
shall  be  a  servant  of  all.  For  even  the  Son  of  Man 
came  not  to  be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister." 

We  as  members  of  the  Church  are  given  the 
greatest  opportunity  open  to  man,  and  that  is  to  carry 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  have  not 
heard  it.  It  is  within  our  power  to  offer  to  the  world 
the  true  plan  of  salvation,  or  as  brother  Adam  S. 
Bennion  has  termed  it,  "The  finest  perscription  for  a 
happy,  contented  life."  This  after  all,  is  the  great 
purpose  of  life. 

Now  and  then,  we  are  able  to  see  the  results  of  the 
never  ceasing  efforts  of  some  of  our  faithful  workers. 
A  good  example  of  this  was  shown  in  the  Cincinnatti 
Branch  recently  when  nine  persons  entered  the  waters 
of  baptism.  We  wish  them  success  and  happiness  in 
their  new  endeavors  and  give  them  this  assurance 


the  reward  for  being  the  outstanding  Sunday  School 
in  the  Northern  States  Mission.  We  congratulate  them 
for  their  great  achievements.  May  the  joy  and  satis¬ 
faction  of  their  outstanding  work  spur  them  on  to 
greater  endeavors  in  the  years  to  come. 

To  these  Sunday  Schools:  Toledo,  Saginaw  and  De¬ 
troit  East,  we  express  our  sincere  appreciation  and 
hearty  congratulations  for  their  outstanding  work  dur¬ 
ing  1938.  They  received  Sunday  School  awards  from 
the  Mission  for  their  high  average  of  attendance  and 
efficiency. 

We  appreciate  the  splendid  work  the  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  accomplished,  and  bid  them  a  fond  farewell 
as  they  leave  the  district.  Sister  Myrtle  Winger  re¬ 
ceived  her  release  and  relumes  to  her  home  in 
Driggs,  Idaho,  and  Sister  Beth  Swain  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  West  Iowa. 

EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT :- Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

Thirty-eight  years  ago,  among  the  hills  of  Taylor 
County,  Kentucky,  Elders  Woodmansee  and  Martineau 
of  Salt  Lake  City  spent  several  weeks  preaching  to 
those  "who  had  ears  to  hear."  Seemingly  their 
efforts  had  been  in  vain,  but  seeds  fell  on  "fertile 
soil."  The  members  of  one  family  had  been  impressed 
by  the  sincere  words,  and  the  faultless  conduct  of  the 
"Mormon  preachers."  These  words  had  burned  per¬ 
manently  into  their  hearts.  That  was  in  the  year 
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1900.  1938  found  two  daughters  from  this  same 

family  living  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois  with  their 
children  and  grandchildren.  Since  that  summer,  years 
ago  in  Kentucky,  they  had  never  heard  another 
Mormon  preach.  Once  more  they  were  to  have 
that  privilege.  A  few  weeks  ago,  Elder  Clair  Stevens, 
going  about  his  regular  trading,  lent  to  the  daughter 
of  one  of  these  Kentucky  families  a  Book  of  Mormon. 
As  soon  as  it  was  realized  that  a  Mormon  had  been 
at  their  door  they  anxiously  awaited  his  return,  and 
when  he  did  call  for  the  book  they  received  him 
with  great  joy.  Eagerly  they  told  their  story  and  wel¬ 
comed  the  opportunity  to  hear  the  Gospel  preached 
again.  After  a  few  weeks  of  cottage  meetings,  in¬ 

dividually,  they  have  expressed  that,  "Mormonism  is 
the  religion  I  believe  to  be  true." 

We  rejoice  lhai  the  following  have  been  "born  of 
the  water  and  of  the  Spirit,"  and  are  now  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  God's  Kingdom:  Bernice  Fiedler  and  Alice 
Henningson  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  Lawrence  A. 
Kemmerling,  Beverly  Jane  Kemmerling,  Quinton  Doty, 
and  Thomas  Whiting  of  the  Tri-Cities  Branch.  Sisters 
Fiedler  and  Henningson,  and  Brother  Kemmerling; 
have  been  investigating  for  many  years.  It  is  a 
joy  to  have  these  good  people  become  "one  of 

un."  May  they  always  find  happiness. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT Frank  R.  Webster,  Pres. 

The  missionaries  in  this  district  are  all  happy  in 
their  labors  and  rejoice  in  having  the  privilege  of 
proclaiming  to  the  world  the  true  and  everlasting 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  send  greetings  to  all  our 
fellow  workers. 

On  January  19th  the  Evansville  Branch  Relief  Society 
held  a  most  successful  bazaar  in  their  chapel.  The 

following  Sunday,  Primary  conference  was  also  held 
in  the  same  building.  Everyone  had  an  enjoyable 

time  and  rejoiced  because  of  the  comfortable  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  surrounded  them. 

January  21si  marked  one  more  step  of  progress 
for  the  Indianapolis  Genealogical  Department  when 
they  held  a  new  style  party,  a  "sample  fair"  which 
proved  to  be  very  successful  and  entertaining  to  the 
happy  throng  assembled. 

We  gladly  welcome  the  following  young  people  into 
the  Church.  They  were  recently  baptized  in  Indian¬ 
apolis:  Mildred  Lorene  Sebastian,  Donald  G.  Liggett, 
Laura  Marie  Hollinbaugh,  and  Warren  Bullock.  The 
activities  of  the  M.  I.  A.  interested  them  and,  with 
the  local  missionaries,  seemed  instrumental  in  in¬ 
fluencing  these  young  people  to  take  this  important 
step. 

The  missionaries  are  accomplishing  a  splendid  work 
throughout  the  district  and  are  to  be  commended. 
Sisters  Craner  and  Brian  are  having  much  success 
in  Terre  Haute  where  they  are  holding  five  Primaries 
besides  their  regular  tracting  and  visiting. 

President  Webster  and  Elder  Carruth  are  touring  the 
district  holding  meetings  with  the  local  missionaries 
in  all  the  branches.  There  are  forty-four  local  mis- 
sioinaries  serving  in  this  district  and  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  upon  the  fine  work  they  are  doing. 

NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT  :-V.  Leon  Schofield, 
President. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  activities  of  the  North 
Illinois  District,  and  to  express  our  gratitude  for  the 
blessings  received  during  the  year  1938. 

The  New  Year  was  ushered  in  with  a  fine  district 
conference  to  which  friends  and  Saints  gathered  at 
Peoria,  Illinois,  to  renew  acquaintances  and  receive 
spiritual  food.  We  were  disappointed  that  President 
and  Sister  Hinckley  were  unable  to  attend,  but  those 
who  addressed  us  seemed  to  be  inspired  of  the 
Almighty.  We  are  grateful  for  the  wonderful  spirit 
which  was  manifest. 

This  same  New  Year's  Day  brought  joy  to  us 
as  three  of  our  young  men  were  advanced  to  various 
offices  in  the  Priesthood.  May  they  always  con¬ 
tinue  their  diligence  and  ever  progress  in  this  great 
work. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  ready  response  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Russell  Miller,  recent  converts,  who  were 


called  to  act  as  local  missionaries  in  Peo.ia.  They 
will  be  a  great  help  in  this  work  and  we  pray  that 
the  Lord  will  aid  them  in  their  work  and  bless  them 
with  an  ever  growing  testimony  of  the  Gospel. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  as  our  new  District 
President  V.  Leon  Schofield,  who  has  the  distinct 
advantage  of  a  previous  mission  and  of  having  his 
wife  as  a  helper.  Just  previous  to  his  appointment 
he  had  the  privilege  of  leading  five  persons  into  the 
waters  of  baptism  at  Rockford,  Illinois. 

The  missionaries  are  all  united  in  thought  and 
spirit  and  we  know  that  under  this  supervision,  and 
with  the  help  of  the  Lord  we  can  accomplish  much 
good. 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT Eldon  W.  Cooley,  President. 

Elder  James  V.  Barber  and  Sister  Susan  Ward,  one 
of  our  local  missionaries,  of  Eau  Claire,  report  a  suc¬ 
cessful  primary  at  their  first  meeting  held  January 
20ih.  About  twenty  non-member  children  were  in 
attendance  and  all  stated  that  they  had  had  a  lovely 
time,  and  that  they  would  bring  their  friends  the 
coming  meeting.  One  little  boy  exclaimed  that  he 
would  like  to  bring  all  of  his  school  class.  We  be¬ 
lieve  that  through  the  Primaries  the  Gospel  will  be 
carried  into  many  homes  where  it  could  not  have 
been  done  otherwise. 

"And  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wild¬ 
erness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up , 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  eternal  life." 

How  thankful  we  should  be  for  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  gives  us  the  assurance  of  n 
resurrection  and  of  eternal  life.  We  greatly  mourn 
the  passing  of  Ralph  Kenneth  Maas  of  Lyndhurst 
and  Wallace  Webber  of  Chippewa  Falls.  We  wish  to  ex¬ 
tend  our  sympathy  to  the  parents  and  friends  of  these 
fine  young  boys.  We  know  that  they  will  continue  in 
the  services  of  the  Lord  on  the  other  side. 

During  the  coming  new  year  we  missionaries  pledge 
to  consecrate  our  time  and  talents  to  the  Lord  in 
doing  all  we  can  in  furthering  his  great  work. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
William  J.  Kesler,  from  Beaver,  Utah,  to  No.  Illinois. 
Elmer  B.  Smart,  from  Sandy,  Utah,  to  W.  Michigan. 
TRANSFERS 

Frank  Webster,  from  E.  Michigan  to  South  Indiana  Dist. 
Bartlett  C.  Mitchell,  from  So.  Indiana  to  Mission  Office. 
Nelva  Cook,  from  W.  Michigan  to  Mission  Office. 
J.  Alma  Parrish,  from  Wisconsin  Dist.  to  West  Iowa. 
Beth  Swain,  from  East  Michigan  to  West  Iowa  Dist. 
Darwin  S.  Costly,  from  So.  Illinois  to  East  Michigan. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Vernon  L.  Schofield -President  of  North  Illinois  Dist. 
Frank  R.  Webster —  President  of  South  Indiana  District. 
RELEASES 

Hubert  V.  Burton,  of  No.  Illinois  — Home,  Auburn  Wyo. 
Norlene  Buckmiller,  of  W.  Iowa  — Home,  Rexburg,  Ida. 
Frank  A.  Nicoll,  of  W.  Iowa  — Home,  Chino  Valley,  Ariz. 
Myrtle  Winger,  of  JE.  Mich.  — Home,  Driggs,  Idaho. 

LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 


ONIEDA  DISTRICT Wilford  Zaugg,  Presideni,  49  E. 
Genesee  Street. 

Members  and  friends  in  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  Eastern  States  Mission  gathered  in  Auburn  for 
the  annual  inter-district  conference  January  27,  28, 

and  29.  This  district  had  the  privilege  of  being 
host  to  President  and  Sister  Evans,  who  conducted 
the  conference,  and  to  fifty  missionaries  from  the  • 
seven  districts  in  New  York  and  Northern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Housing  these  missionaries  appeared  to  be  quite  a 
problem  at  first,  because  of  the  comparatively  small 
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number  of  members  here,  but  to  our  great  joy,  many 
of  our  friends  opened  their  homes  to  the  visiting  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Saints.  They  reflected  the  true  spirit 
of  the  Gospel. 

The  first  gathering  of  the  misionaries  was  held  Friday 
evening,  when  time  was  spent  in  singing  songs, 
playing  games,  and  visiting.  A  masterful  skit  on 
Beethoven's  "Moonlight  Sonata"  was  presented  under 
the  direction  of  Elder  G.  William  Richards.  The 
feeling  of  brotherhood  and  comradship  experienced 
there  put  everyone  in  a  frame  of  mind  that  sus¬ 
tained  them  throughout  the  conference.  Elder  M. 
Brent  Richards,  Mission  Secretary,  was  in  charge  of  the 
evening's  activities. 

The  Saturday  morning  session  was  opened  with  a 
presentation  of  Episode  Nine  of  "The  Fulness  of 
Times,"  which  depicts  the  founding  of  Nauvoo  and 
illustrates  very  clearly  the  great  miracles  wrought 
through  the  faith  and  humility  of  the  early  Saints. 
President  Evans  then  led  in  a  discussion  of  mis¬ 
sionary  problems  and  conduct.  He  emphasized  those 
principles  which  are  fundamental  in  the  attitude  of  the 


General  sessions  Sunday  brought  forth  congregational 
singing  which  would  bring  satisfaction  to  the  heart  of 
any  conductor.  Spontaneous  enthusiasm  and  humble 
effort  combined  to  produce  really  remarkable  ef¬ 
fects.  Many  compliments  were  received  from  persons 
who  listened  from  outside  the  hall. 

Unusual  among  the  numbers  presented  at  the 
morning  session  was  a  dramatization  of  a  portion  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  entitled  "Korihor  the  Anti-Christ," 
presented  by  the  office  missionaries.  Also  fea¬ 
tured  on  the  morning  program  were  talks  by  rep¬ 

resentatives  of  the  Primary,  Sunday  School,  Relief 
Society,  and  Genealogical  Society. 

District  Presidents  Don  M.  Jacob,  E.  Leon  Elmer, 
Wilford  Zaugg,  Willis  F.  Nielsen,  E.  Enwood  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  Elwin  E.  Bushman  delivered  short  talks  at 

the  Sunday  afternoon  session.  Hyrum  Smith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Palmyra  Branch,  and  John  W.  Stonely, 
president  of  the  Rochester  Branch,  also  spoke.  A 

forceful  address  on  "Religion  in  Government"  by 
President  Evans  brought  the  conference  to  an  in¬ 

teresting  climax  and  served  to  indelibly  impress  the 
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Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Stella  Frtsby,  Don  M.  Jacob.  District  President;  Marie 
Larson. 

Back  Row:  Willis  F.  Palmer,  J.  Alma  West,  Arthur  N.  McKell. 


successful  missionary.  He  was  assisted  in  present¬ 
ing  material  for  leadership  in  the  auxiliaries  by  the 
members  of  the  Mission  Office  Staff  who  direct 
such  activities.  Those  who  accompanied  President 
and  Sister  Evans  from  the  Office  were  Elder  Richards, 
Elder  Vincent  J.  Christensen,  Mission  Treasurer/  Sister 
Vera  Dunn,  Recorder;  Sister  Helen  Hirschi,  Y.W.M.I.A. 
and  Relief  Society  Secretary/  Sister  Alta  Brooks,  Sten¬ 
ographer/  and  Elder  Sherman  S.  Brinfon,  .Y.M.M.I.A. 
and  Publicity  Director. 

The  balance  of  the  morning  session  and  all  after¬ 
noon  were  occuppied  by  the  fifty  missionaries  present, 
each  of  whom  bore  his  testimony  and  related  some 
faith-promoting  experiences.  Dominant  throughout  the 
day  was  the  expression  of  humility  in  the  attitude  and 
conduct  of  the  missionaries.  Without  exception,  every 
missionary  exhibited  a  wholesome  integrity  and  faith¬ 
fulness  to  the  cause  of  carrying  the  Gospel  to  "every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people." 

Saturday  evening's  M.I.A.  program,  under  the 
direction  of  Elder  Brinton,  consisted  of  a  one-act  play, 
"Miss  Nancy's  Legacy,"  presented  by  the  Auburn 
Branch,  and  readings  and  musical  numbers  by  rep¬ 
resentative  missionaries  from  all  parts  of  the  state. 


general  theme  which  had  dominated  the  conference. 

The  largest  crowd  ever  to  attend  a  conference  in 
Auburn  was  present  despite  the  inclement  weather, 
and  a  spiritual  feast  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Surely  the 
word  of  the  Lord  to  the  Prophet,  "The  song  of  the 
righteous  is  a  prayer  unto  Me,"  was  true  upon  this 
occasion. 

A  delicious  dinner  was  served  by  the  Auburn  Branch 
Relief  Society  between  the  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions. 

Elder  G.  William  Richards,  who  has  been  laboring  in 
this  district  since  his  arrival  in  the  mission  six 
months  ago,  received  a  transfer  to  the  California 
Mission  with  a  special  assignment  to  play  the  organ 
in  the  miniature  Tabernacle  at  the  Church  exhibit  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Exposition,  which  will  open  in  San 
Francisco  February  18.  We  deeply  regret  his  loss  to 
this  district,  for  his  service  in  music  and  other 
lines  has  been  greatly  appreciated,  but  we  are 
happy  with  him  in  this  glorious  opportunity  to 
serve  the  Church. 

ALBANY  DISTRICT :  —  Don  M.  Jacob,  President,  27 
So.  Hawk,  Albany,  New  York. 

"Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you/  seek,  and  ye 
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shall  find;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you-*’ 
(Matt.  7:7.)  We  feel  greatly  encouraged  through  the 
fulfillment  of  this  promise,  for  many  interesting  con¬ 
tacts  and  new  friends  have  been  made  while  we  were 
seeking  opportunities  to  tell  our  important  message. 

The  first  episodes  of  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  series 
have  been  used  to  good  advantage  in  our  Sunday 
services  and  in  cottage  meetings  with  investigators. 
The  first  record  to  be  presented  over  the  radio 
station  at  Pittsfield,  Mass,  was  very  well  received. 
Newspapers  have  given  us  good  publicity  concerning 
the  records. 

Brother  Gerhard  Sieback,  former  missionary  of  the 
Northern  Slates  Mission,  was  recently  appointed  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Gloversville  Branch  to  succeed  his 
father,  Brother  Ernest  Siebach,  who  has  faithfully 
presided  over  the  branch  for  the  past  seven  years. 
The  branch  is  making  commendable  progress  under 
its  new  leadership. 

A  Primary  organized  in  Albany  recently  by  Sisters 
Marie  Larson  and  Stella  Frisby  was  turned  over  to 
the  Elders  when  the  lady  missionaries  were  taken 
from  the  city.  Elders  Jacob  and  J.  Alma  West  re¬ 
port  much  success  in  their  new  responsibility. 

Elder  Jacob  reports  a  recent  call  upon  a  lady 
in  Pittsfield.  She  told  him  that  though  she  was  very 
busy  she  was  willing  at  anytime  to  talk  with  someone 
interested  in  Genealogy.  She  had  been  making  a 
study  of  the  early  colonisers  of  that  part  of  the 
country  and  had  many  notations  on  Elder  Jacob's 
direct  ancestry.  She  invited  him  to  stay  for  dinner 
with  her  and  her  husband  and  began  to  show  quite 
an  interest  in  Mormonism.  She  later  expressed  a  desire 
to  look  into  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Before  Elder  Jacob 
left,  she  told  him  that  up  to  that  time  she  had  been 
very  prejudiced  and  mistaken  in  her  ideas  about 
the  Mormons. 

ERIE  DISTRICT Elwin  E.  Bushman,  President,  9 
Tibbeis  Ave.,  Bradford,  Penna. 

The  spirit  present  at  the  recent  missionary  meeting 
of  the  Erie  District  missionaries  held  in  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.  recently  was  a  great  encouragement  to  all 
present.  Many  important  topics  and  suggestions  for 
better  missionary  work  that  were  discussed  in  the 
recent  district  presidents'  conference  in  New  York 
City  were  brought  to  the  meeting  by  Elder  Bushman. 

The  Bradford  and  Jamestown  missionaries  report  that 
they  are  opening  up  new  opportunities  for  telling 
others  of  the  Gospel  message  through  the  use  of  the 
illustrated  lecture  machine.  Elders  Raymond  S.  Her¬ 
bert  and  Marlin  E.  Bingham  were  recently  privileged 
to  present  a  lecture  before  the  Gracchian  Society  of 
Jamestown.  Many  interesting  discussions  followed. 

The  children  of  the  Jamestown  Branch  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Harriette  Marker  presented  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  successful  Christmas  program.  The 
Relief  Society  members  are  again  showing  their  in¬ 
itiative  by  sponsoring  a  branch  supper  for  the  near 
future. 

Sisters  Isobel  Erickson  and  Ruth  Whitehead  re¬ 
port  renewed  enthusiasm  and  progress  in  their  Bee 
Hive  and  Primary  classes  of  the  Bradford  Branch. 
The  M.  I.  A.  is  doing  its  part  in  creating  in¬ 
terest  among  the  younger  folk  of  the  town  in  the 
more  cultural  pursuits  of  life. 

As  the  "Mormon"  point  of  view  on  the  Plan  of 
Salvation  is  spreading,  we  find  more  and  more 
people  looking  to  it  for  comfort.  Elders  W.  Gerald 
Andrus  and  William  Capener  of  Erie  report  that  they 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  conducting  and  pre¬ 
senting  our  understanding  of  the  future  life  at  threej 
non-member  funerals.  The  most  recent  of  these  re¬ 
sulted  when  a  total  stranger  came  to  them  one  morn¬ 
ing  requesting  that  they  conduct  her  father's  funeral 
in  a  nearby  community. 

TRANSFERS 

Stella  Frisby,  from  Albany  Dist.  to  Seneca  District. 
Helen  Hirschi,  from  Mission  Office  to  Seneca  Dist. 
Merritt  H.  Egan,  from  Susquehanna  to  East  Penn. 
Van  Marsden  Smith,  from  Oneida  to  Blue  Ridge. 


Ralph  W.  Winterton,  from  Oneida  to  Susquehanna  D. 

Dorothy  Crocket,  from  Cumorah  to  Misrion  Office. 

Margaret  Eccles,  from  Oneida  District  to  Cumorah  Dist. 

TRANSFER  FROM  MISSION 

G.  William  Richards,  from  Onieda  District  to  Calif¬ 
ornia  Mission.  Special  assignment  to  play  organ 
at  Church  exhibit  at  Golden  Gate  International 
Exposition. 

RELEASES 

Preston  W.  Miller,  of  New  Jersey  D.-Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

Robert  S.  Fitts,  of  New  Jersey  D.— Home,  Burbank,  Cal. 

Ethelene  Lloyd,  of  Oneida  D.  — Home,  Grace,  Idaho. 

Marie  Larson,  of  Albany  D.  — Home,  East  Garland,  U. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT Gerald  M.  Peterson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  62  Hillcresl,  St.  Catharines,  Ontario. 

"For  behold,  it  is  as  easy  to  give  heed  to  the  word 
of  Christ,  which  will  point  to  you  a  straight  course  to 
eternal  bliss,  as  it  was  for  our  fathers  to  give  heed 
to  this  compass,  which  would  point  unto  them  a  straight 
course  .  to  the  promised  land.  And  now  I  say, 
is  there  not  a  type  in  this  thing?  For  just  as  surely  as 
this  director  did  bring  our  fathers,  by  following 

its  course,  to  the  promised  land,  shall  the  words 
of  Christ,  if  we  follow  their  course,  carry  us  beyond 
this  vale  of  sorrow  into  a  far  better  land  of  promise. 

In  line  with  this  admonition  of  the  Nephite  Prophet, 
the  Saints  of  the  Hamilton  District  are  striving  with 
greater  zeal  to  show  to  the  outside  world  that  the 

Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  really  will  bring  into  one's 
life  the  joy  that  makes  life  so  much  worth  while. 

The  Hamilton  Branch  Priesthood  quorum,  is  to  be 
complimented  on  the  goal  that  they  are  striving  to 
reach.  In  substance  their  slogan  is:  "We  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  overcome  our  bad  habits;  seek  the  aid 

of  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  comply  with  the  words  of 

the  Master  'Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give.'  " 
Only  by  making  such  a  decided  effort  can  one 

fully  enjoy  the  blessings  that  come  with  the  Holy 
Priesthood.  The  attendance  at  the  Priesthood  meet¬ 
ings  and  the  sacrament  meetings  has  nearly  doubled 
over  last  year.  They  are  working  for  an  objective 

and  with  the  faith  that  they  have  in  it  they  will 

see  it  accomplished. 

In  the  first  attempt  to  put  the  Church  Welfare 

Program  into  operation  here  in  the  two  branches  of 
the  Hamilton  District,  the  Priesthood  quorums  and  the 
Relief  Societies  are  very  proud  of  the  accomplishments 
achieved  the  past  year.  They  have  worked  unitedly 
for  the  good  of  this  project  and  have  a  total  of 
1550  cans  and  bottles  of  fruit  and  vegetables  and  240 
bushels  of  raw  -vegetables  such  as  carrots,  turnips, 
parsnips,  etc.  This  has  inspired  them  on  to  do 

greater  things  this  coming  year. 

A  very  inspiring  missionary  meeting  was  held  in 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  January  2.  Much  good 
advice  was  gained  and  the  fruits  of  the  meeting 

will  be  seen  in  the  future.  The  missionaries  of  the 
district  had  a  very  enjoyable  time  together.  In 
returning  to  their  respective  fields  of  labor,  the 
missionaries  are  going  to  cry  unto  the  people,  "Re¬ 

pentance,  and  faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  teach 
them  to  humble  themselves  and  to  be  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart;  teach  them  to  withstand  every  temptation  of 
Satan,  with  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Teach 
them  never  to  be  weary  of  good  works,  but  to  be 

meek  and  lowly  in  heart;  for  such  shall  find  rest  to 
their  souls." 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Virgil  M.  Hancock,  Presi¬ 
dent,  230  Erie  St.,  Siraiford,  Ontario. 

We,  are  living  in  the  last  days,  those  days  spoken  of 
by  Daniel  and  again  by  Jesus  himself  in  Matthew. 
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We  are  living  in  a  new  dispensation,  that  of  the 
fullness  of  Times,  ushered  in  by  an  angel,  as  John 
saw  that  it  would  come,  in  the  last  days. 

In  our  work  we  have  found,  that  what  the  apostle 
said,  would  happen,  to  be  quite  true.  For  he  said, 
"Evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax  worse  and  worse 
deceiving  and  being  deceived  .  .  .  For  the  time  will 
come  when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine; 
But  after  there  own  lust  shall  they  heap  to  them¬ 
selves  teachers,  having  itching  ears;  And  they  shall 
turn  away  their  ears  from  the  truth  and  shall  turn 
to  fables." 

Now,  these  scriptures  have  been  impressed  upon 
our  minds  quite  forcefully  as  in  a  number  of  cases, 
while  trading,  we  have  not  been  given  a  fair  hearing. 
However,  we  are  happy  in  our  work,  and  well 
pleased  with  some  of  the  contacts  made. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elders  B.  C.  Olsen,  Charles 
Ackroyd,  and  Pres.  Virgil  M.  Hancock,  on  December 
18,  one  of  the  best  meetings  in  our  experience  was 
held  in  Stratford.  Pres.  David  A.  Smith  accompanied 
by  some  of  the  Elders  from  Toronto  was  with  us.  The 
meeting  was  a  very  inspirational  one.  There  were 
50  investigators  present.  The  hall  was  filled  to  ca¬ 
pacity.  Among  those  present  were  three  news  re¬ 
porters.  A  fine  and  favorable  account  of  the  meeting 
v.’" ~  r-'r—y  ’-2  local  paper. 

A  good  Christmas  program  was  given  in  Kitchener. 
The  young  children  received  small  gifts  and  candy 
from  the  Sunday  School.  We  feel  that  the  spirit 
of  God  and  of  Christmas  was  felt  during  the  holidays. 
Everyone  in  our  fold  seemed  very  happy. 

Sisters  Clara  Isaksen  and  Viola  Stock,  the  missionaries 
in  Hanover,  are  doing  a  good  work  and  have  a  host 
of  friends.  In  Hanover  and  vicinity,  Saints  and 

friends  are  reported  to  be  well  and  happy. 

The  missionaries  in  Kitchener  are  doing  a  fine 
work.  The  Elders  are  holding  meetings  in  sur¬ 
rounding  towns  and  visiting  the  Saints.  The  lady 
missionaries  have  made  some  contacts  where  they 
feel  they  will  be  able  to  do  some  good. 

LONDON  DISTRICT:-  Wm.  Smellie  Redd,  Presideni, 
203  Rectory  Sireet,  London,  Ontario. 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way  his  wonders  to 
perform.  One  particular  event  is  recorded  by 

Sisters  Johnson  and  Stitt  who  are  laboring  in 

Chatham:  "We  have  had  the  power  of  faith  brought 
forcibly  to  our  attention  of  late.  When  we  were 
transferred  io  Chatham  our  landlady  was  a  little  du¬ 
bious  about  us  and  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  almost 
impossible  to  gain  her  complete  confidence.  We 
were  a  little  doubtful  at  first  whether  we  were  in 

the  right  household  but  as  time  went  on,  we  slowly 
began  to  gain  her  friendship.  She  has  suffered 

from  varicose  ulcers  for  18  years  and  her  pain  has 
been  almost  unbearable.  We  had  been  with  her 

a  little  over  two  months  when  she  took  very  sick 

and  was  compelled  io  go  io  bed.  Her  legs  were 
so  raw  and  sore  that  she  could  ftardly  stand  the 
covers  to  touch  them.  We  went  down  and  helped 
all  we  could  and  also  had  prayer  with  her  almost 
every  day.  Our  prayers  helped  her  a  great  deal 
and  calmed  her  nerves.  One  Sunday  she  was 
suffering  more  than  usual  and  eczema  had  broken 
out  all  over  her  arms  and  had  gone  up  through 
her  shoulders  and  neck  and  was  going  up  into 

her  head.  She  was  in  such  pain  that  it  seemed  as 
if  she  could  stand  no  more.  We  wanted  to  have  the 
Elders  but  there  was  no  way  we  could  get  them 

for  a  day  or  two.  We  went  to  Church  and  to  our 
joy  President  Redd  and  his  companion  had  come  up 
that  day  unexpectedly  and  just  when  we  needed 
them  most.  After  Church  we  came  home  and  the/ 
pain  was  more  intense.  They  administered  to  her 
and  immediately  she  was  relieved  a  little.  The  next 
morning  she  said  she  slept  belter  that  night  than 
she  had  since  her  illness.  She  began  to  recover  im¬ 
mediately  and  the  sores  began  to  heal  up  and  today 
she  goes  around  without  the  bandages  on  her  legs 
for  the  first  time  in  12  years. 


She  acknowledges  the  power  of  God  and  has  a 
feeling  of  deep  affection  for  us.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  declare  that  it  was  through  prayer  that  she 
was  helped.  They  are  now  very  interested  in  the 
Gospel.  She  tells  her  experiences  to  everyone  who 

comes  to  the  house  and  to  her  neighbors.  She  now 
says  that  God  sent  us  to  them.  We  acknowledge  his 
hand  in  this  experience  and  are  grateful  beyond 
words  of  expression  for  his  blessings." 

Elders  Glancy,  Meldrum  and  Elickson  have  with¬ 
drawn  from  Sarnia  and  are  now  located  in  Chatham 
where  they  report  successful  labors.  Sister  Ashby  is 
finding  much  success  in  radio  work  in  the  city  of 

London  and  gaining  many  friends  and  good  publicity 
for  the  Church. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT: -Wm.  J.  Smith,  Presideni,  785 
Riverview  Ave.,  Verdun,  Que. 

"O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God;  see  that 
ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  mind,  might  and 
strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before  God  at 

the  last  day;  And  let  faith,  hope  and  charity  and  love 
for  one  another  dwell  in  your  hearts  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  dory  of  God  that  ye  may  be  qualified 
for  the  work." 

With  this  in  mind  and  a  new  year  ahead,  the 
missionaries  have  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
proclaim  the  everlasting  Gospel  to  the  inhabitants 

of  their  respective  fields. 

Elders  Anderson  and  Bennett  have  just  returned  from 
visiting  Saints  and  friends  in  the  outlying  sections 
of  the  district.  They  report  a  pleasant  journey  and 
everyone  in  good  health.  They  had  several  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  explain  the  Gospel  on  the  highway  but 
considerable  of  their  hitch-hiking  time  turned  out  to  be 
hiking. 

The  Primaries  under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Jamison 
and  Romer  with  the  help  of  the  Elders  is  progressing 
satisfactorily.  The  missionaries  are  all  well  and 
grateful  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Earl  L.  Moser,  President,  224 
Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 

Through  the  efforts  of  all  the  missionaries  in 
the  district  peace,  harmony  and  the  spirit  of  good 
will,  abides  among  us.  We  are  happily  engaged  in 
preaching  the  Gospel.  More  meetings  are  being 
held,  and  this  year  we  are  continuing  with  added 
determination  io  carry  on  this  good  work. 

While  tracting,  Elders  Slaugh  and  Stevens  met  a 
lady  who  has  been  ill  for  some  time  and  has  great  faith 
that  the  Lord  will  heal  her.  She  gave  much  attention  to 
the  story  of  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  and  divine 
authority.  The  next  day,  Elders  Moser,  Slaugh  and 
Stevens  visi’ed  her  and  were  asked  to  administer 
to  her,  which  we  did.  We  feel  that,  through  her 
faith,  she  will  receive  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
and  through  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  she  will  re¬ 
cover  from  her  illness. 

Under  the  able  direction  of  Sister  Dorothy  Andrews, 
the  missionaries  presented  a  Christmas  pageant,  "The 
First  Christmas  in  America."  It  was  well  attended  and 
enjoyed. 

Elders  Moser  and  Robinson  recently  returned  from 
a  highway  trip,  during  which,  they  visited  some 
friends  and  investigators  throughout  the  district.  They 
had  very  good  success  and  recognize  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  in  their  accomplishments. 

Miss  Kit  Johnson,  a  fine  friend  and  investigator 
wrote  a  skit  entitled,  "Through  the  Gates  of  the 
M.I.A."  which  made  a  very  inspiring  assembly  program 
for  our  M.I.A.  meeting. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossington  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

"Wherefore,  men  are  free  according  to  the  flesh.  All 
things  are  given  them  which  are  expedient  unto  man. 
And  they  are  free  to  choose  liberty  and  eternal  life, 
through  the  great  mediation  of  all  men,  or  to 
choose  captivity  and  death  according  to  the  captivity 
and  power  of  the  devil." 

A  beautiful  baptismal  service  was  witnessed  by  150 
people  in  our  new  chapel,  when  seven  persons  were 
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ied  inlo  the  wafers  of  bapfism  by  Pres.  Gerald  L. 
Peterson,  and  Elder  Stephen  Tanner.  Those  who  chose 
liberty  and  eternal  life  by  thus  obeying  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God  were:  Mahala  Waywell,  Mel¬ 
bourne  Howell,  Mable  S.  Howell,  Joyce  Howell,  Allen 
M.  Howell,  William  J.  Howell,  and  David  H.  Smith. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  loved  ones  of  Sister  Elizabeth  Poyner  Collins 
who  passed  away  Wednesday,  January  11. 

The  Saints  and  friends  in  the  North  and  East  ol 
the  district  have  extended  the  hand  of  hospitality 
and  expressions  of  appreciation  to  the  Elders  in  our 
visits  to  them  and  we  are  very  thankful  for  their 
kindness. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  Elders  Cecil  J.  Harper  and 
Stephen  G.  Tanner  from  the  Canadian  Mission.  Due 
to  the  influence  of  the  damp  climate  upon  their 
health  they  have  been  transferred  to  Texas.  They 
have  given  honorable  service  here  and  our  wishes 
are  that  God's  blssings  go  with  them  to  their  new 
field  of  labor. 

There  are  now  fifteen  missionaries  laboring  in  the 
city  of  Toronto.  We  welcome  those  who  have  just 
arrived  and  hope  they  enjoy  their  labors  as  we  do 
ours. 

One  who  is  known  and  has  many  friends  through¬ 
out  the  mission  is  Secretary  Lavor  B.  Reed.  He  will 
be  missed  by  all  when  he  leaves  for  his  home  in 
Arizona.  He  is  leaving  behind  bounteous  gifts  of 
truth  and  love,  taking  with  him  our  wishes  for  a 
happy  and  blessed  future. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Vila  Olsen,  from  Beazer,  Alberta,  to  Toronto  District. 
Melva  Peterson,  from  Barnwell,  Alberta,  to  Kitchener. 
F.  Willis  Taylor,  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  to  Montreal. 
Winnifred  Litchfield,  from  Raymond,  Alb.,  to  Toronto. 
Ervin  Walton,  from  Picture  Butte,  Alberta,  to  Toronto. 

TRANSFERS 

Viola  Stock,  from  Hanover  District  to  Ottawa  District. 
Hazel  Anderson,  from  Ottawa  District  to  London  Dist. 
Eva  Johnson,  from  London  District  to  Toronto  District. 
Emily  Madsen,  from  Toronto  District  to  Hamilton  Dist. 
Virginia  Saunders,  from  Hamilton  District  to  Toronto. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Maurice  K.  Heninger  — Mission  Secretary. 

Lynn  A.  Nelson  — Assistant  Mission  Secretary. 

RELEASES 

Lavor  B.  Reed -Home,  Safford,  Arizona. 

Newell  Dickson  —  Home,  Cowley,  Wyoming. 

Virgil  Hancock  — Home,  Rigby,  Idaho. 

Irene  Cox -Home,  St.  George,  Utah. 

MAURICE  K.  HENINGER,  Mission  Secretary. 


A  MOTHER'S  PRAYER 

By  Edwin  G.  Bigelow,  Central  Slates  Mission 

Long  years  ago  in  a  far  away  land, 
Beneath  the  heavens  fair, 

A  newly  made  mother  bowed  low  her  head 
To  her  God  in  thanksgiving  and  prayer: 

"My  thanks  to  Thee  and  Thy  praise  I'll  sing, 
For  this  privilege  divine/ 

This  Son  that  Thou  hast  entrusted  to  me, 

I  know  is  the  choicest  of  Thine. 

"It  is  said  by  holy  men  of  old 
That  the  time  will  shortly  fall, 

When  this  only  Begotten  Son  of  Thine 
Will  give  His  life  for  all. 

"To  this  end  I  pray  that  I  may  endure 
Life's  burdens,  with  joy  and  care/ 

Until  in  Thy  presence  my  Son  shall  dwell 
And  reign  in  His  glory  there." 


IF  WE  ONLY  UNDERSTOOD 

(Poem  contributed  from  the  collection  of 
William  Adams,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho) 

There  is  need  of  kinder  treatment  to  be  given  by 
us  all/ 

There  is  need  that  we  remember  when  neighbors 
err  and  fall/ 

That  within  the  hidden  motive  lies  the  ill  or  lies 
the  good. 

We  would  treat  each  other  better  if  we  only 
understood. 

If  we  knew  the  cares  of  others  — knew  the  trials  and 
knew  the  strain 

Under  which  they  may  be  living -knew  their  loss 
and  bitter  pain  / 

We  would  show  a  better  spirit/  I  am  sure  that  each 
one  could. 

We  would  always  speak  more  kindly  if  we  only 
understood. 

You  may  criticize  severely  some  things  your  neighbors 

do  /  . 

They  in  turn  may  speak  as  harshly  of  somethings 
they  see  in  you. 

That  such  things  would  ever  happen  there  is  little 
liklihood. 

If  we  knew  each  other  better -if  we  only  understood. 

Could  we  always  see  the  motive  by  which  other  lives 
are  spurred  - 

Know  how  great  are  their  temptations- would  we 
blame  them  if  they  erred? 

It  may  be  they  were  needing  help  from  us  to  do 
the  good. 

We  would  give  all  kinder  treatment  if  we  only 
understood. 

-Anonymous. 


THANKS 

By  Mrs.  F.  C.  Edwards,  Platsburgh,  New  York 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  Thy  promise, 

And  the  light  Thou  hast  shown  unto  me. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  the  home  I  will  have, 
When  there  with  the  blest  I  shall  be. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  the  trials  and  pain; 

They've  all  helped  to  show  me  the  way. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  Thy  wonderful  love, 
And  I  thank  Thee  for  letting  me  pray. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 

If  thou  art  merry,  praise  the  Lord  with  singing,  with 
music,  with  dancing,  and  with  a  prayer  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving.  If  thou  art  sorrowful,  call  on  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  supplication,  that  your  souls  may  be 
joyful.  (136:28,  29.) 

Fear  not  thine  enemies,  for  they  are  in  mine  hands 
and  I  will  do  my  pleasure  with  them.  (136:30.) 

Let  him  that  is  ignorant  learn  wisdom  by  humbling 
himself  and  calling  upon  the  Lord  his  God,  that  his 
eyes  may  be  opened  that  he  may  see,  and  his  ears 
opened  that  he  may  hear/  for  my  Spirit  is  sent  forth 
into  the  world  to  enlighten  the  humble  and  contrite, 
and  to  the  condemnation  of  the  ungodly.  (136:32,  33.) 


When  the  Savior  shall  appear  we  shall  see  him  as 
he  is.  We  shall  see  that  he  is  a  man  like  ourselves. 
And  that  same  sociality  which  exists  among  us  here 
will  exist  among  us  there,  only  it  will  be  coupled  with 
eternal  glory,  which  glory  we  do  not  now  enjoy. 
(130:1,  2.) 
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led  inlo  ihe  waters  of  bap.'ism  by  Pres.  Gerald  L. 
Peferson,  and  Elder  Stephen  Tanner.  Those  who  chose 
liberty  and  eternal  life  by  thus  obeying  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God  were:  Mahala  Waywell,  Mel¬ 

bourne  Howell,  Mable  S.  Howell,  Joyce  Howell,  Allen 
M.  Howell,  William  J.  Howell,  and  David  H.  Smith. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  loved  ones  of  Sister  Elizabeth  Poyner  Collins 
who  passed  away  Wednesday,  January  11. 

The  Saints  and  friends  in  the  North  and  East  ot 
the  district  have  extended  the  hand  of  hospitality 
and  expressions  of  appreciation  to  the  Elders  in  our 
visits  to  them  and  we  are  very  thankful  for  their 

kindness. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  Elders  Cecil  J.  Harper  and 
Stephen  G.  Tanner  from  the  Canadian  Mission.  Due 

to  the  influence  of  the  damp  climate  upon  their 
health  they  have  been  transferred  to  Texas.  They 
have  given  honorable  service  here  and  our  wishes 
are  that  God's  blssings  go  with  them  to  their  new 
field  of  labor. 


IF  WE  ONLY  UNDERSTOOD 

(Poem  contributed  from  the  collection  of 
William  Adams,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho) 

There  is  need  of  kinder  treatment  to  be  given  by 
us  all/ 

There  is  need  that  we  remember  when  neighbors 
err  and  fall; 

That  within  the  hidden  motive  lies  the  ill  or  lies 
the  good. 

We  would  treat  each  other  better  if  we  only 
understood. 

If  we  knew  the  cares  of  others  — knew  the  trials  and 
knew  the  strain 

Under  which  they  may  be  living  — knew  their  loss 
and  bitter  pain  / 

We  would  show  a  better  spirit;  I  am  sure  that  each 
one  could. 

We  would  always  speak  more  kindly  if  we  only 
understood. 


There  are  now  fifteen  missionaries  laboring  in  the 
city  of  Toronto.  We  welcome  those  who  have  just 
arrived  and  hope  they  enjoy  their  labors  as  we  do 
ours. 

One  who  is  known  and  has  many  friends  through¬ 
out  the  mission  is  Secretary  Lavor  B.  Reed.  He  will 
be  missed  by  all  when  he  leaves  for  his  home  in 
Arizona.  He  is  leaving  behind  bounteous  gifts  of 
truth  and  love,  taking  with  him  our  wishes  for  a 
happy  and  blessed  future. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Vila  Olsen,  from  Beazer,  Alberta,  to  Toronto  District. 
Melva  Peterson,  from  Barnwell,  Alberta,  to  Kitchener. 
F.  Willis  Taylor,  from  Raymond,  Alberta,  to  Montreal. 
Winnifred  Litchfield,  from  Raymond,  Alb.,  to  Toronto. 
Ervin  Walton,  from  Picture  Butte,  Alberta,  to  Toronto! 

TRANSFERS 


You  may  criticize  severely  some  things  your  neighbors 
do ; 

They  in  turn  may  speak  as  harshly  of  somethings 
they  see  in  you. 

That  such  things  would  ever  happen  there  is  little 
liklihood. 

If  we  knew  each  other  better -if  we  only  understood. 

Could  we  always  see  the  motive  by  which  other  lives 
are  spurred  — 

Know  how  great  are  their  temptations- would  we 
blame  them  if  they  erred? 

It  may  be  they  were  needing  help  from  us  to  do 
the  good. 

We  would  give  all  kinder  treatment  if  we  only 
understood. 

-Anonymous. 


Viola  Stock,  from  Hanover  District  to  Ottawa  District. 
Hazel  Anderson,  from  Ottawa  District  to  London  Dist. 
Eva  Johnson,  from  London  District  to  Toronto  District. 
Emily  Madsen,  from  Toronto  District  to  Hamilton  Dist. 
Virginia  Saunders,  from  Hamilton  District  to  Toronto. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Maurice  K.  Heninger  — Mission  Secretary. 

Lynn  A.  Nelson  — Assistant  Mission  Secretary. 

RELEASES 

Lavor  B.  Reed  — Home,  Safford,  Arizona. 

Newell  Dickson  —  Home,  Cowley,  Wyoming. 

Virgil  Hancock  -  Home,  Rigby,  Idaho. 

Irene  Cox -Home,  St.  George,  Utah. 

MAURICE  K.  HENINGER,  Mission  Secretary. 


THANKS 

By  Mrs.  F.  C.  Edwards,  Plaisburgh,  New  York 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  Thy  promise, 

And  the  light  Thou  hast  shown  unto  me. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  the  home  I  will  have, 
When  there  with  the  blest  I  shall  be. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  the  trials  and  pain; 

They've  all  helped  to  show  me  the  way. 

Thank  Thee,  dear  Lord,  for  Thy  wonderful  love, 
And  I  thank  Thee  for  letting  me  pray. 


GEMS  FROM  THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


A  MOTHER'S  PRAYER 

By  Edwin  G.  Bigelow,  Central  States  Mission 

Long  years  ago  in  a  far  away  land, 
Beneath  the  heavens  fair, 

A  newly  made  mother  bowed  low  her  head 
To  her  God  in  thanksgiving  and  prayer: 


If  thou  art  merry,  praise  the  Lord  with  singing,  with 
music,  with  dancing,  and  with  a  prayer  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving.  If  thou  art  sorrowful,  call  on  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  supplication,  that  your  souls  may  be 
joyful.  (136:28,  29.) 

Fear  not  thine  enemies,  for  they  are  in  mine  hands 
and  I  will  do  my  pleasure  with  them.  (136:30.) 


"My  thanks  to  Thee  and  Thy  praise  I'll  sing, 
For  this  privilege  divine  / 

This  Son  that  Thou  hast  entrusted  to  me, 

I  know  is  the  choicest  of  Thine. 

"It  is  said  by  holy  men  of  old 
That  the  time  will  shortly  fall, 

When  this  only  Begotten  Son  of  Thine 
Will  give  His  life  for  all. 

"To  this  end  I  pray  that  I  may  endure 
Life's  burdens,  with  joy  and  care/ 
Until  in  Thy  presence  my  Son  shall  dwell 
And  reign  in  His  glory  there." 


Let  him  that  is  ignorant  learn  wisdom  by  humbling 
himself  and  calling  upon  the  Lord  his  God,  that  his 
eyes  may  be  opened  that  he  may  see,  and  his  ears 
opened  that  he  may  hear;  for  my  Spirit  is  sent  forth 
into  the  world  to  enlighten  the  humble  and  contrite, 
and  to  the  condemnation  of  the  ungodly.  (136:32,  33.) 


When  the  Savior  shall  appear  we  shall  see  him  as 
he  is.  We  shall  see  that  he  is  a  man  like  ourselves. 
And  that  same  sociality  which  exists  among  us  here 
will  exist  among  us  there,  only  it  will  be  coupled  with 
eternal  glory,  which  glory  we  do  not  now  enjoy. 
(130:1,  2.) 
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Missionaries  and  Subscribers  — Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Git/e  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can ;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 


TITHING 

By  Janie  S.  Woodson,  Gretna,  Virginia 

Whai  is  tithing  I  ask  of  thee? 

And  from  whence  came  the  rule? 

Is  it  what  the  Lord  requires  of  me, 

Or  is  it  taught  in  everyday  school? 

Answer  thou  me  this  interrogation, 

And,  is  it  only  for  this  generation? 

Nay,  not  so,  for  the  Lord  hath  said 
To  Moses  and  Hezekiah  who  are  dead: 

"Whatsoever  passeth  under  the  rod 
The  tenth  shall  be  holy  unto  God." 

"And  they  brought  tithe  of  oxen  and  of  sheep 
Consecrated  to  God  and  laid  in  a  heap." 

Then  came  Nehemiah,  a  prophet  so  dear/ 

And  to  the  law  of  tithe  he  gave  ear. 

In  Malachi's  writing  we  plainly  see, 

"Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me." 

"In  what?"  You  ask  and  make  no  boasts/ 

"In  tithing,"  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 

"If  only  one  tenth  you  pay  to  me, 

Blessings  unnumbered  I'll  pour  on  thee." 

These  words  of  the  Lord  today  we  hear, 

Through  Joseph  Smith,  our  prophet  and  seer. 

And  he,  like  other  prophets  now  dead, 

Left  written  the  words  God  to  him  said. 

In  spirit  of  Love  and  obedience,  pay 
One  tenth  of  what  you  earn  each  day. 

It's  the  rent  you  owe  for  mortal  home/ 

It's  due  no  matter  where  you  roam. 

Force  is  not  used  by  God  above 
But  obedient  children  He's  sure  to  love. 


his  creator/  the  wind  for  his  synthesizer.  The  statue 
is  not  beautiful  because  of  itself,  but  rather  as  the 
result  of  the  sculptor's  hand  who  fashioned  it. 
This  awakening  has  enabled  man  to  accept  Christianity 
for  what  it  is,  namely :  the  power  to  attain  his 
greatest  desire -to  know  there  is  a  God. 

The  Apostle'  Paul  has  said,  "But  without  faith  it 
is  impossible  to  please  him,  for  he  that  cometh  to 
God  must  believe  that  he  is  and  that  he  is  a  re¬ 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him." 

Every  thinking  person  knows  that  to  believe  this, 
nothing  doubting,  is  to  be  supremely  happy.  It  is 
noi  only  the  greatest  desire/  it  is  also  the  most 
profound  instinct  in  man.  Instincts  are  seldom  wrong. 
Why  not  accept  the  Prophet  Alma's  challenge?  "But 
behold,  if  ye  will  awake  and  arouse  your  faculties 
even  to  an  experiment  upon  my  words,  and  exercise 
a  particle  of  faith,  yea,  even  if  ye  can  no  more  than 
desire  to  belie.ve,  let  this  desire  work  in  you,  even 
until  ye  believe  in  a  manner  that  ye  can  give  place 
for  a  portion  of  my  words." 

Let  the  scoffer  ponder  well  these  words.  The  view 
from  the  mountain  top  is  much  more  comprehensive 
than  that  in  the  valley. 

To  conclude,  let  me  give  vent  to  what  I'm  sure 
we  all  feel,  but  are  incapable  of  expressing  in  the 
sublime  .lines  of  the  poet: 

"Our  birth  is  but  a  sleep  and  a  forgetting,- 
The  soul  that  rises  with  us,  our  life's  star 
Hath  had  elsewhere  its  setting 
And  cometh  from  afar/ 

Not  in  entire  forgetfulness, 

And  not  in  utter  nakedness, 

But  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  God,  who  is  our  Home." 


MAN'S  GREATEST  DESIRE 
Lawrence  C.  Evans,  Eastern  Stales  Mission 

Every  individual,  at  some  lime  or  another,  desires 
to  know  whether  or  not  there  is  a  God.  And  yet, 
more  than  this,  he  desires  to  know  there  is  a  God. 
Atheists  are  few.  Indeed,  it  is  doubtful  that  a  true 
disbeliever  in  God  ever  lived.  What  is  the  explanation 
for  this  seemingly  innate  attribute  in  Man?  Did  it 
evolve  or  is  it  eternal?  The  proof  for  its  existence 
is  the  bed  over  which  flows  the  stream  of  civil¬ 
ization.  Since  the  dawn  of  recorded  history,  man 
has  been  lead  by  this  urge.  We  find  him  a  worship¬ 
per  of  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  stars,  and  the  wind. 
Deep  within  him  he  has  realized  his  own  impotence/ 
realized  that  the  forces  of  nature,  at  their  slightest 
whim,  could  completely  destroy  his  mightiest  efforts. 
It  is  one  of  his  most  deeply-rooted  emotions  and 
is  as  much  a  part  of  him  as  his  loves  and  fears 
and  hates.  What  is  the  source  of  this  attraction? 
From  whence  is  this  influence —  personal  or  impersonal 
-that  draws  his  soul  so  irrevocably?  Without  at¬ 
tempting  to  present  the  multitude  of  explanations 
that  have  been  advanced  to  satisfy  ihe  demands  of 
the  enigma,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  Christianity 
has  given  him  — and  us  — the  most  rational  and  com¬ 
forting  answer.  Why?  Because  man  has  realized, 
gradually,  that  it  is  folly  to  mistake  the  sun  for 


REFINING  INFLUENCE  OF  MORMONISM 
By  Jay  B.  Christensen,  North  Central  States  Mission 

The  poet  gave  to  the  world  a  beautiful  thought  when 
he  wrote,  "Oh  loyal  to  the  royal  in  thyself."  In  this 
brief  line  he  calls  for  the  highest  in  each  of  us  — 
that  which  is  kingly  within  us.  To  some  this  may  be  a 
mere  figure  of  speech,  or  a  mere  poetical  gesture. 
It  will  be  to  us,  too,  unless  our  peculiar  teaching 
flashes  the  response  within  us  as  we  hear  the  call 

again,  "O  loyal  to  the  royal  in  thyself." 

Turn  where  we  will,  we  find  this  truth  clearly  es¬ 
tablished  :  That  if  we  would  develop  power  or 

ability  in  any  line  we  must  pay  the  price,  which  is 
continued,  whole-hearted  application.  And  educators 
are  all  agreed  that  the  earlier  we  begin  to  make 

such  application,  the  greater  the  results  to  be  real¬ 
ized. 

Does  not  this  truth  apply  equally  well  to  religion? 
If  we  would  develop  a  strong  faith  in  God  /  if  we 
would  build  up  our  own  personalities  into  fine 
strong  characters/  if  we  would  become  men  after 
His  image,  we  must  do  it  by  the  application  of  our 
talents  and  energy.  As  Latter-day  Saints,  we  must  feel 
the  importance  of  this  thought:  "I  shall  put  my  whole 
heart  into  what  I  believe  to  be  true." 

If  we  are  striving  with  all  the  powers  and  faculties 
God  has  given  us  to  improve  upon  our  talents  — to 
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prepare  ourselves  lo  dwell  in  eternal  glory/  and 
the  grave  receive  our  bodies  while  we  are  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  with  what  disposition  will  our  spirits  enter 
their  next  abode?  Will  it  not  be  with  a  disposition 
to  continue  striving  to  do  the  things  of  God,  and 
that  in  a  much  greater  degree —  learning,  increasing, 
growing  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth? 

We  find  in  Mormonism  not  only  principles  that 
guide  us  daily  in  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  right, 
but  we  find  our  lives  after  leaving  this  earth,  amply 
provided  for  by  application  of  these  principles  while 
here  in  the  flesh.  Mormonism  gives  a  man  something 
to  live  for  and  something  to  die  for.  It  lays  a 

foundation  here  on  the  earth  upon  which  he  may  build 
for  eternity.  It  brings  the  past,  present  and  future 
together  and  helps  one  to  realize  that  God  lives 

and  governs  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

God  rewards  according  to  our  faithfulness.  He 
does  not  require  a  quart  from  a  pint  vessel.  "Where 
much  is  given  much  is  required."  "As  ye  sow, 
so  shall  ye  reap."  As  with  rewards  so  likewise 
with  punishments.  When  justice  is  satisfied  the 
sinner  has  paid  the  debt. 

How  beautiful  and  holy  is  this  plan  of  eternal 

justice.  How  consistent  with  the  words  of  the 
Messiah:  "Be  ye  perfect,  as  your  Father  in  Heaven 
is  perfect."  Provision  is  made  whereby  we  may 
go  on  unto  perfection,  and  not  until  then  will  the 
measure  of  our  creation  be  filled. 

Let  all  ponder  the  simple  truth  that  God  is  just, 
holy  and  righteous,  wonderously  tender,  loving,  gen¬ 
tle  and  kind.  Eternal  rewards  are  the  blessings  we 
receive  for  our  obedience  to  His  righteous  commands. 
Our  rewards  we  merit;  our  punishments  we  justly 
deserve,  and  they  are  designed  to  refine  us.  The  Lord 
has  said,  "I  will  never  leave  thee,  I  will  never  for¬ 
sake  thee,"  therefore  we  are  assured  that  his  mercy 

endureth  forever. 

We  find  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  the 

following  words,  "But  with  some  I  am  not  well 
pleased,  for  they  will  not  open  their  mouths,  but 
they  hide  the  talent  which  I  have  given  unto  them, 
because  of  the  fear  of  man.  Wo  unto  such  for 

mine  anger  is  kindled  against  them." 

It  is  our  duty  to  improve  day  by  day,  upon  the 

capital  we  have.  Every  man  and  woman  who  has 
talent  and  hides  it  will  be  called  a  slothful  servant. 
But  everyone  who  dedicates  his  life  to  the  service, 
of  God,  will  find  the  best  and  the  highest  which  life 
can  give. 


"GREATER  LOVE  HATH  NO  MAN" 

By  James  V.  Barber,  Northern  Stales  Mission 

Probably  next  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth  no  man  has  done 
more  for  the  redemption  and  salvation  of  mankind 
than  has  Joseph  Smith.  Born  under  seemingly  ad¬ 
verse  conditions,  he  arose  to  a  position  of  promi¬ 
nence  unsurpassed  in  modern  religious  history.  Through 
him  was  established  a  system  of  religious  thought  cal¬ 
culated  to  astound  the  greatest  thinkers  of  the  day. 
He  was  persecuted  and  hated  from  the  time  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  heavenly  visitation  until  he  sealed  his  testi¬ 
mony  with  his  life's  blood.  Great  men  have  died 
before  because  of  dissenting  beliefs,  but  no  man 
ever  died  for  a  more  worthy  cause  and  no  man  ever 
died  more  courageously  standing  for  the  principles  he 
knew  to  be  true  than  did  Joseph  Smith. 

I  have  visited  the  Carthage  jail  several  times  and 
on  each  occasion  my  thoughts  have  naturally  turned 
to  that  fateful  day  in  June,  1844. 

On  my  last  visit  there  I  was  most  forcefully  re¬ 
minded  of  the  heritage  that  is  mine  as  a  Latter-day 
Saint.  As  I  stood  there  in  that  sacred  room,  hallowed 
by  the  blood  of  martyred  servants  of  God,  I  could 
almost  see  the  Prophet  as  he  leaped  or  fell  from  the 
window  exclaiming,  "Oh  Lord,  my  God."  With  all 
my  soul  I  thanked  the  Almighty  that  I  was  even  so 
small  a  part  of  an  organization  founded  by  men  of 
such  courage.  Outside  dusk  had  fallen,  and  as  I  came 


down  the  stairs  and  out  into  the  shadows,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  imagine  those  demagogues,  with  paint¬ 
ed  faces,  lurking  there,  ready  to  spring  out  in  vi¬ 
olence  upon  him  who  had  unselfishly  consecrated  his 
life  to  the  service  of  his  fellow  men. 

"Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 


MAY  GOD  BLESS  YOU 

(To  Missionaries  Wherever  They  May  Be) 

By  Vera  E.  Lawrence,  Winnifield,  La. 

You  left  your  friends  and  home  in  the  West; 
Aiding  in  our  guidance  to  the  Father's  Rest. 
Go  forward  proclaiming  this  Gospel  true 
And  wherever  you  labor,  may  God  bless  you. 

Should  you  meet  with  strife  today 
Take  courage,  don't  turn  away; 

Hold  your  own,  be  true 

Then,  dear  brother,  may  God  bless  you. 

Perhaps  you  feel  weary  and  alone, 

Do  not  be  tempted,  press  on. 

Keep  your  faith  as  fresh  as  dew,- 
Be  humble,  and  may  God  bless  you. 

Then  when,  from  your  mission,  you  turn  home 
Reward  awaits  as  you  journey  along. 

My  whispered  prayer  as  I  bid  adieu,- 
Thru  all  your  life,  may  God  bless  you. 


TREASURES  IN  HEAVEN 

By  Howard  F.  Taylor,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt  and  where  thieves 
break  through  and  steal,  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth 
corrupt  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal."  (Matt.  6:19-20.) 

What  a  splendid  opportunity  we  as  Latter-day  Saints 
have  to  lay  up  for  ourselves  treasures  in  heaven. 
This  opportunity  is  found  in  compliance  with  the  law 
of  tithing  which  provides  that  we  pay  one-tenth  of 
our  income  to  the  Lord.  This  tenth  goes  to  a  general 
fund  which  is  used  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Church  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  and  for  the  building  of  semi¬ 
naries,  hospitals,  temples,  tabernacles,  chapels,  etc., 
for  our  use  and  the  use  of  our  children.  Therefore, 
we  are  not  losing  anything  in  worldly  goods,  and  at 
the  same  time  our  bank  in  heaven  is  being  filled.  For 
God  has  said  that  all  his  commandments  are  spiritual 
and  that  at  no  lime  has  He  given  any  commandment 
which  is  temporal. 

In  the  payment  of  tithes  we  are  making  progress 
toward  the  restoration  of  the  law  of  consecration.  This 
law  was  given  lo  the  Saints  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Church  in  this  dispensation,  and  only  because  of 
their  inability  to  observe  its  requirements  was  it  taken 
away  and  replaced  by  the  law  of  tithing. 

This  law  of  consecration  or  united  order  was  in¬ 
stituted  during  the  meridian  of  time  and  we  read 
in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  that 
the  Former-day  Saints,  were  able  lo  live  this  law 
and  that  there  was  no  poor  among  them.  We  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  firmly  believe  and  bear  testimony  that  God 
has  revealed  His  will  to  us  in  these  last  days.  The 
law  of  consecration  is  a  part  of  that  revealed  will. 
If  we  are  to  live  that  law  we  should  first  comply 
with  the  lesser  law,  for  as  the  law  of  Moses  was  "a 
schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ"  so  is  the  law 
of  tithing  a  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  the  living 
of  the  United  Order.  Those  who  can  properly  live 
this  higher  law  have  fairly  well  conquered  love  of 
self  and  approach  the  victory  goal  set  for  the  faithful. 
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prepare  ourselves  to  dwell  in  eternal  glory  ;  and 
the  grave  receive  our  bodies  while  we  are  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  with  what  disposition  will  our  spirits  enter 
their  next  abode?  Will  it  not  be  with  a  disposition 
to  continue  striving  to  do  the  things  of  God,  and 

that  in  a  much  greater  degree  — learning,  increasing, 
growing  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth? 

We  find  in  Mormonism  not  only  principles  that 
guide  us  daily  in  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  right; 
but  we  find  our  lives  after  leaving  this  earth,  amply 
provided  for  by  application  of  these  principles  while 
here  in  the  flesh.  Mormonism  gives  a  man  something 
to  live  for  and  something  to  die  for.  It  lays  a 

foundation  here  on  the  earth  upon  which  he  may  build 
for  eternity.  It  brings  the  past,  present  and  future 

together  and  helps  one  to  realize  that  God  lives 
and  governs  in  the  affairs  of  men. 

God  rewards  according  to  our  faithfulness.  He 
does  not  require  a  quart  from  a  pint  vessel.  "Where 
much  is  given  much  is  required."  "As  ye  sow, 
so  shall  ye  reap."  As  with  rewards  so  likewise 
with  punishments.  When  justice  is  satisfied  the 
sinner  has  paid  the  debt. 

How  beautiful  and  holy  is  this  plan  of  eternal 

justice.  How  consistent  with  the  words  of  the 
Messiah:  "Be  ye  perfect,  as  your  Father  in  Heaven 
is  perfect."  Provision  is  made  whereby  we  may 
go  on  unto  perfection,  and  not  until  then  will  the 
measure  of  our  creation  be  filled. 

Let  all  ponder  the  simple  truth  that  God  is  just, 
holy  and  righteous,  wonderously  tender,  loving,  gen¬ 
tle  and  kind.  Eternal  rewards  are  the  blessings  we 
receive  for  our  obedience  to  His  righteous  commands. 
Our  rewards  we  merit;  our  punishments  we  justly 
deserve,  and  they  are  designed  to  refine  us.  The  Lord 
has  said,  "I  will  never  leave  thee,  I  will  never  for¬ 
sake  thee,"  therefore  we  are  assured  that  his  mercy 

endureth  forever. 

We  find  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  the 

following  words,  "But  with  some  I  am  not  well 
pleased,  for  they  will  not  open  their  mouths,  but 
they  hide  the  talent  which  I  have  given  unto  them, 
because  of  the  fear  of  man.  Wo  unto  such  for 

mine  anger  is  kindled  against  them." 

It  is  our  duty  to  improve  day  by  day,  upon  the 

capital  we  have.  Every  man  and  woman  who  has 
talent  and  hides  it  will  be  called  a  slothful  servant. 
But  everyone  who  dedicates  his  life  to  the  service, 
of  God,  will  find  the  best  and  the  highest  which  life 
can  give. 


"GREATER  LOVE  HATH  NO  MAN" 

By  James  V.  Barber,  Northern  Stales  Mission 

Probably  next  to  Jesus  of  Nazareth  no  man  has  done 
more  for  the  redemption  and  salvation  of  mankind 
than  has  Joseph  Smith.  Born  under  seemingly  ad¬ 
verse  conditions,  he  arose  to  a  position  of  promi¬ 
nence  unsurpassed  in  modern  religious  history.  Through 
him  was  established  a  system  of  religious  thought  cal¬ 
culated  to  astound  the  greatest  thinkers  of  the  day. 
He  was  persecuted  and  hated  from  the  time  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  heavenly  visitation  until  he  sealed  his  testi¬ 
mony  with  his  life's  blood.  Great  men  have  died 
before  because  of  dissenting  beliefs,  but  no  man 
ever  died  for  a  more  worthy  cause  and  no  man  ever 
died  more  courageously  standing  for  the  principles  he 
knew  to  be  true  than  did  Joseph  Smith. 

I  have  visited  the  Carthage  jail  several  times  and 
on  each  occasion  my  thoughts  have  naturally  turned 
to  that  fateful  day  in  June,  1844. 

On  my  last  visit  there  I  was  most  forcefully  re¬ 
minded  of  the  heritage  that  is  mine  as  a  Latter-day 
Saint.  As  I  stood  there  in  that  sacred  room,  hallowed 
by  the  blood  of  martyred  servants  of  God,  I  could, 
almost  see  the  Prophet  as  he  leaped  or  fell  from  the 
window  exclaiming,  "Oh  Lord,  my  God."  With  all 
my  soul  I  thanked  the  Almighty  that  I  was  even  so 
small  a  part  of  an  organization  founded  by  men  of 
such  courage.  Outside  dusk  had  fallen,  and  as  I  came 


down  the  stairs  and  out  into  the  shadows,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  imagine  those  demagogues,  with  paint¬ 
ed  faces,  lurking  there,  ready  to  spring  out  in  vi¬ 
olence  upon  him  who  had  unselfishly  consecrated  his 
life  to  the  service  of  his  fellow  men. 

"Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 


MAY  GOD  BLESS  YOU 

(To  Missionaries  Wherever  They  May  Be) 

By  Vera  E.  Lawrence,  Winnifield,  La. 

You  left  your  friends  and  home  in  the  West; 

Aiding  in  our  guidance  to  the  Father's  Rest. 
Go  forward  proclaiming  this  Gospel  true 
And  wherever  you  labor,  may  God  bless  you. 

Should  you  meet  with  strife  today 
Take  courage,  don't  turn  away; 

Hold  your  own,  be  true  • 

Then,  dear  brother,  may  God  bless  you. 

Perhaps  you  feel  weary  and  alone, 

Do  not  be  tempted,  press  on. 

Keep  your  faith  as  fresh  as  dew; 

Be  humble,  and  may  God  bless  you. 

Then  when,  from  your  mission,  you  turn  home 

Reward  awaits  as  you  journey  along. 

My  whispered  prayer  as  I  bid  adieu; 

Thru  all  your  life,  may  God  bless  you. 


TREASURES  IN  HEAVEN 

By  Howard  F.  Taylor,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt  and  where  thieves 
break  through  and  steal,  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth 
corrupt  and  where  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor 
steal."  (Matt.  6:19-20.) 

What  a  splendid  opportunity  we  as  Latter-day  Saints 
have  to  lay  up  for  ourselves  treasures  in  heaven. 
This  opportunity  is  found  in  compliance  with  the  law 
of  tithing  which  provides  that  we  pay  one-tenth  of 
our  income  to  the  Lord.  This  tenth  goes  to  a  general 
fund  which  is  used  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Church  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  and  for  the  building  of  semi¬ 
naries,  hospitals,  temples,  tabernacles,  chapels,  etc., 
for  our  use  and  the  use  of  our  children.  Therefore, 
we  are  not  losing  anything  in  worldly  goods,  and  at 
the  same  time  our  bank  in  heaven  is  being  filled.  For 
God  has  said  that  all  his  commandments  are  spiritual 
and  that  at  no  time  has  He  given  any  commandment 
which  is  temporal. 

In  the  payment  of  tithes  we  are  making  progress 
toward  the  restoration  of  the  law  of  consecration.  This 
law  was  given  to  the  Saints  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Church  in  this  dispensation,  and  only  because  of 
their  inability  to  observe  its  requirements  was  it  taken 
away  and  replaced  by  the  law  of  tithing. 

This  law  of  consecration  or  united  order  was  in¬ 
stituted  during  the  meridian  of  time  and  we  read 
in  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  that 
the  Former-day  Saints,  were  able  to  live  this  law 
and  that  there  was  no  poor  among  them.  We  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  firmly  believe  and  bear  testimony  that  God 
has  revealed  His  will  to  us  in  these  last  days.  The 
law  of  consecration  is  a  part  of  that  revealed  will. 
If  we  are  to  live  that  law  we  should  first  comply 
with  the  lesser  law,  for  as  the  law  of  Moses  was  "a 
schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ"  so  is  the  law 
of  tithing  a  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  the  living 
of  the  United  Order.  Those  who  can  properly  live 
this  higher  law  have  fairly  well  conquered  love  of 
self  and  approach  the  victory  goal  set  for  the  faithful. 


Early  Life  in  Ike  Americas 


IN  PREVIOUS  ISSUES  we  have  told  of  the  coming  to  the  western  world 
of  the  colony  of  Lehi — their  journey  from  Jerusalem  to  the  sea,  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  ship,  the  crossing  of  the  ocean,  their  landing  here  and  the  division 
of  the  colony  into  two  factions  which  later  became  two  great  nations.  Atten¬ 
tion  has  also  been  called  to  the  diverse  nature  of  these  two  peoples,  the  Nephites 
and  Lamanites — the  one  “white  and  delightsome/'  progressive,  industrious, 
builders  and  organizers.  The  other,  without  literature  or  the  desire  for  it, 
lived  in  ignorance  and  indolence,  as  nomadic  tribes  of  a  ferocious  nature.  Their 
skins  became  brown  and  their  visage  ugly  as  a  mark  of  divine  displeasure. 

As  time  progressed  the  Nephites,  blessed  with  the  scripture  and  the  presence 
of  prophets,  would  at  times  turn  from  the  ways  of  right  and  forget  their  God. 
Then  the  Lamanites  were  used  as  a  scourge  to  bring  them  to  realization  of  their 
faithlessness  and  ingratitude. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Nephites  lived  more  nearly  in  accord  with  the 
divine  program  than  did  the  Lamanites.  But  there  was  a  difference  in  the 
plain  of  judgment  of  the  two  peoples.  We  are  told  that  “Where  much  is 
given  much  is  expected/'  The  Nephites  had  the  law  and  they  had  inspired 
men  to  interpret  and  teach  it.  By  it  they  must  be  judged.  The  Lamanites  lived 
in  intellectual  and  spiritual  darkness  and  were  not  accountable  under  the 
higher  standards  of  light.  • 

Among  the  Nephites  there  were  alternate  periods  of  righteousness  and 
wickedness,  attended  by  periods  of  prosperity  and  adversity;  also  periods  of 
peace  and  war.  There  were  among  them  at  various  times  some  of  the  greatest 
prophets  and  teachers  that  the  world  has  known. 

They  were  aware  of  the  birth  of  the  Master  in  Bethlehem,  not  only  by 
most  explicit  prophecies,  but  by  three  days  of  continuous  light  as  a  token  of 
the  Light  that  had  come  into  the  world.  While  the  Master  hung  on  the  cross, 
the  western  continents  underwent  a  violent  transformation.  There  were  earth¬ 
quakes,  tempests,  thunder  and  lightning — mountains  were  thrown  down, 
valleys  raised  up;  cities  were  burned  by  fire,  lost  in  the  crevices  of  the  earth, 
buried  by  crumbling  mountains  or  swallowed  up  by  the  sea.  While  His  body 
lay  in  Joseph’s  tomb  the  western  world  was  wrapt  in  the  darkness  of  night. 
In  the  great  upheaval  of  nature,  the  more  wicked  part  of  the  people  were  slain. 
Following  the  miracle  of  the  resurrection,  the  risen  Lord  appeared  to  the  people 
here  and  taught  them  the  Gospel  as  related  on  this  page  of  a  year  ago. 

The  Savior  made  repeated  visits. to  the  people  of  this  land.  Here  he  set  in 
the  Church  Twelve  Disciples  comparable  to  the  Twelve  Apostles  at  Jerusalem. 
Then  was  inaugurated  a  near  heaven  on  earth.  The  wicked  had  been  destroyed 
and  the  righteous  were  truly  righteous  at  heart.  Of  the  blessed  condition  obtain¬ 
ing  for  near  200  years  Nephi,  one  of  the  disciples  called  by  the  Lord,  writes; 

And  they  had  all  things  common  among  them;  therefore  there  were  not  rich 
and  poor,  bond  and  free,  but  they  were  all  made  free,  and  partakers  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  gift.  .  .  . 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  there  was  no  contention  in  the  land,  because  of 
the  love  of  God  which  did  dwell  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

And  there  were  no  envyings,  nor  strifes,  nor  tumults,  nor  whoredoms,  nor 
lyings,  nor  murders,  nor  any  manner  of  lasciviousness;  and  surely  there  could 
not  be  a  happier  people  among  all  the  people  who  had  been  created  by  the 
hand  of  God. 

There  were  no  robbers,  nor  murderers,  neither  were  there  Lamanites,  nor  any 
manner  of  -ites,-  but  they  were  in  one,  the  children  of  Christ,  and  heirs  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  -4  Nephi. 

11  ycu  would  know  the  early  history  of  America  read  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

1 _ _ 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 


Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Friday,  Oct.  7,  1938 


ooo 


"Remember  the  Sabbath  day 
to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days 
shall  thou  labor,  and  do  all 
thy  work.  But  the  seventh  day 
is  the  sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God;  in  it  thou  shall  not  do 
any  work  .  .  .  For  in  six  days 
the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in 
them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh 
day,  wherefore  the  Lord  blessed 
the  sabbath  day,  and  hallowed 
it." 


"If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot 
from  the  sabbath,  from  doing 
any  pleasure  on  my  holy  day/ 
and  call  the  sabbath  a  delight, 
the  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  honor 
him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways, 
nor  finding  thine  own  pleasure 
...  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride 
upon  the  high  places  of  the 
earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father/ 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  it." 


OOO 


HY  DEAR  BRETHREN  AND  SISTERS:  It  is  my  privilege  in  standing  be- 
for  you  to  present  a  very  old  doctrine  and  one  that  has  come  down 
through  the  ages,  but  one  that  has  not  been  very  well  observed  and  is  not 
being  observed  today.  To  fortify  my  position  I  am  going  to  present  my 
authority. 

The  Command  to  Remember  the  Sabbath  Day 

Remember  the  sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy 
work.  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God/  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do 
any  work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  manservant,  nor  thy  maidservant, 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates:  For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day;  where¬ 
fore  the  Lord  blessed  the  sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it. 
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That  is  the  law,  a  law  that  was  pro¬ 
nounced  by  Moses,  but  it  is  much  older, 
it  was  in  existence  from  the  beginning  of 
the  earth. 

The  Land  to  Observe  the  Sabbath 

Again,  the  sabbath  for  the  land  was  to 
be  observed  as  well  as  for  man,  and  also 
for  the  beasts.  You  will  find  that  ,  re¬ 
corded  in  the  25  th  chapter  of  Leviticus. 

Again,  failure  to  observe  this  law  would 
bring  suffering,  the  people  would  be 
scattered,  and  the  land  would  then  observe 
its  sabbath.  You  will  find  that  in  Leviticus 
26th  chapter.  The  Lord  says: 

And  I  will  scatter  you  among  the  heathen, 
and  will  draw  out  a  sword  after  you ;  and 
your  land  shall  be  desolate,  and  your  cities 
waste. 

Then  shall  the  land  enjoy  her  sabbaths, 
as  long  as  it  lieth  desolate,  and  ye  be  in 
your  enemies'  land;  even  then  shall  the 
land  rest,  and  enjoy  her  sabbaths. 

As  long  as  it  lieth  desolate  it  shall  rest: 
because  it  did  not  rest  in  your  sabbaths, 
when  ye  dwelt  upon  it.  (Leviticus  26.) 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  keep  ye  judgment, 
and  do  justice,-  for  my  salvation  is  near  to 
come,  and  my  righteousness  to  be  revealed. 

Blessed  is  the  man  that  doeth  this,  and 
the  son  of  man  that  layeth  hold  on  it;  that 
keepeth  the  sabbath  from  polluting  it,  and 
keepeth  his  hand  from  doing  any  evil. 
(Isaiah,  56:1-2.) 

If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  sab¬ 
bath,  from  doing  thy  pleasure  on  my  holy 
day;  and  call  the  sabbath  a  delight,  the 
holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable,-  and  shalt  honor 
him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding 
thine  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own 
words : 

Then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the 
Lord;  and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride  upon  the 
high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with 
the  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father:  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.  (Isaiah, 
58:13-14.) 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  take  heed  to  your¬ 
selves,  and  bear  no  burden  on  the  sabbath 
day,  nor  bring  it  in  by  the  gates  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,- 

Neither  carry  forth  a  burden  out  of  your 
houses  on  the  sabbath  day,  neither  do  ye 
any  work,  but  hallow  ye  the  sabbath  day, 
as  I  commanded  your  fathers. 


But  they  obeyed  not,  neither  inclined 
their  ear,  but  made  their  neck  s^tiff,  that 
they  might  not  hear,  nor  receive  instruc¬ 
tion.  .  .  . 

But  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me  to 
hallow  the  sabbath  day,  and  not  to  bear 
a  burden,  even  entering  in  at  the  gates 
of  Jerusalem  on  the  sabbath  day,-  then  will 
I  kindle  a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof,  and  it 
shall  devour  the  palaces  of  Jerusalem,  and 
it  shall  not  be  quenched.  (Jeremiah,  17: 
21-27.) 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  In  the  day 
when  I  chose  Israel,  and  lifted  up  mine 
hand  unto  the  seed  of  the  house  of  Jacob, 
and  made  myself  known  unto  them  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  when  I  lifted  up  mine  hand 
unto  them,  saying,  I  am  the  Lord  your  God; 

In  that  day  that  I  lifted  up  mine  hand 
unto  them,  to  bring  them  forth  of  the  land 
of  Egypt  into  a  land  that  I  had  espied  for 
them,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  which 
is  the  glory  of  all  lands; 

Then  said  I  unto  them,  Cast  ye  away 
every  man  the  abominations  of  his  eyes, 
and  defile  not  yourselves  with  the  idols  of 
Egypt:  I  am  the  Lord  your  God. 

But  they  rebelled  against  me,  and  would 
not  hearken  unto  me,-  they  did  not  every 
man  cast  away  the  abominations  of  their 
eyes,  neither  did  they  forsake  the  idols  of 
Egypt;  then  I  said,  I  will  pour  out  my  fury 
upon  them,  to  accomplish  my  anger  against 
them  in  the  midst  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

But  I  wrough  for  my  name's  sake,  that  it 
should  not  be  polluted  before  the  heathen, 
among  whom  they  were,  in  whose  sight  I 
made  myself  known  unto  them,  in  bringing 
them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

Wherefore  I  caused  them  to  go  forth  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  brought  them  unto 
the  wilderness. 

And  I  gave  them  my  statutes,  and  showed 
them  my  judgments,  which  if  a  man  do,  he 
shall  even  live  in  them. 

Moreover  also  I  gave  them  my  sabbaths, 
to  be  a  sign  between  me  and  them,  that 
they  may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  that 
sanctify  them.  (Ezekiel,  20:5-12.) 

I  have  a  good  many  more  passages  of 
scripture  here,  but  I  am  not  going  to  take 
time  to  read  more  from  the  Bible,  for  this 
will  suffice. 

The  Counsel  of  Latter-day  Leaders 

On  the  25th  day  of  July,  1847,  the 
day  after  the  pioneers  entered  this  valley, 
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it  being  the  sabbath  day  a  meeting  was 
held,  President  Brigham  Young  spoke  to 
the  assembly  as  follows: 

He  iold  the  brethren  that  they  must  not 
work  on  Sunday/  that  they  would  lose  five 
times  as  much  as  they  would  gain  by  it. 
None  were  to  hunt  on  that  day;  and  there 
should  not. any  man  dwell  among  us  who 
would  not  observe  these  rules.  They  might 
go  and  dwell  where  they  pleased,  but 
should  not  dwell  with  us. 

The  same  day  President  Heber  C.  Kim¬ 
ball,  first  counselor  in  the  Presidency  said: 

I  advise  you  to  keep  the  sabbath  day 
holy,  whether  others  do  or  not.  If  you  wish 
to  go  hunting  or  to  see  the  country,  seek 
a  week  day  for  that  purpose.  Do  not  let 
us  get  giddy  and  light-minded,  as  the 
Nephites  did  of  old,  but  strive  to  work 
righteousness  in  the  beginning. 

And  on  other  occasions  these  brethren 
spoke  on  this  subject.  Again  from  Presi¬ 
dent  Brigham  Young,  this  time  at  a  con¬ 
ference  of  the  Church,  April  7,  1850: 

There  is  not  the  first  man  who  has  gained 
by  laboring  on  the  sabbath  day,-  necessity 
does  not  drive  a  man  to  do  it,  no  such 
thing,  but  it  is  their  own  dispositions,  and 
the  spirit  that  is  in  them.  There  is  no 
more  necessity  to  go  to  the  canyons  or  to 
hunt  your  cattle  on  the  sabbath  day,  you 
might  as  well  plow.  But  some  feel  that 
they  cannot  spare  the  time  on  a  week  day. 
We  have  tried  it  in  traveling  since  we  left 
Nauvoo,  and  not  one  time  having  traveled 
on  that  day  have  we  gained  by  it,  but  we 
have  lost  a  day  or  two  the  next  week  to 
pay  for  it.  What  is  the  harm?  It  proves 
that  we  treat  lightly  the  rules  of  the  God 
of  Nature -the  God  we  serve.  The  God  that 
organized  the  elements  knows  what  we  can 
endure.  He  said  to  man,  When  you  have 
labored  six  days,  rest  one,-  to  refresh  your 
bodies.  Let  your  horses  and  cattle  rest  /  your 
men  and  women,  let  them  rest  *  *  *  Now 
you  gain  nothing  by  transforming  the  or¬ 
dinances  of  nature  to  your  own  desires.  Let 
them  all  rest,  and  when  the  earth  has 
brought  forth  six  years  let  it  rest  the 
seventh.  You  will  not  make  anything  by 
transgressing  any  rule  of  the  God  of  nature. 

Much  has  been  said  by  the  brethren  in 
the  day  in  which  we  live.  I  have  a  quota¬ 
tion  here  from  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 


that  I  want  to  read  to  you,  mainly  be¬ 
cause  it  has  never  been  put  in  print.  I 
copied  it  from  a  letter  that  he  wrote  to 
one  of  his  daughters  who  was  out  in  the 
mission  field: 

All  things  should  be  done  with  prudence 
and  in  moderation  -  (and  then  he  quotes 
from  the  book  of  Exodus,  and  comments, 
as  follows) :  This  is  the  command.  It  is 
binding  upon  all.  There  are  sound  religious 
reasons  for  it  and  physiological  reasons  not 
less  sound.  Indeed  it  is  a  physiological  as 
well  as  a  divine  law.  Those  who  heed  it 
will  reap  the  reward  of  obedience  to  divine 
law,  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  physical 
law.  It  is  not  less  needful  to  the  human 
being  than  sleep  -  although  not  so  speedily 
felt.  No  one  can  live  without  sleep,  neither 
can  anyone  survive  long  without  rest.  The 
result  of  sleep  is  no  more  potential  to  pro¬ 
longation  of  life  than  the  sabbath  rest,  al¬ 
though  we  may  survive  longer  without  the 
latter  than  the  former,  speaking  from  a 
physical  point  of  view.  From  a  spiritual 
point  of  view  the  wilful  violation  of  the 
law  of  sabbath  rest  is  as  deadly  to  moral 
growth  and  faith,  as  is  the  sleepless  eye  to 
the  mortal  being.  But  the  great  point  is, 
God  has  said  it!  and  not  for  his  own  but 
for  man's  well-being,*  he  therefore  should 
obey.  If  he  does  not  he  will  have  to  abide 
the  consequences  both  temporal  and 
spiritual  to  himself. 

Again: 

For  verily  this  is  a  day  appointed  unto 
you  to  rest  from  your  labors,  and  to  pay 
thy  devotions  unto  the  most  high.  (Doc¬ 
trine  and  Covenants  59:10.) 

We  learn  to  do  by  doing.  Never  can  we 
learn  to  do  by  not  doing.  One  who  closely 
shuts  his  eyes,  is  more  blind  than  those  who 
are  blind  indeed.  The  things  of  God  are 
discovered  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  not  by  the 
spirit  of  man  or  of  the  world.  Those  who 
seek  shall  find,  and  to  those  who  knock  at 
the  door  it  shall  be  opened,  and  those  who 
ask  shall  receive,  and  not  otherwise.  He 
that  has  the  spirit  discerns  by  the  spirit  and 
loves  the  works  of  the  spirit,  for  they  give 
delight  and  joy.  Who  gives  himself  to  good 
works  finds  beauty  and  reward  in  them/ 
and  he  who  sows  to  the  wind  will  reap  the 
whirlwind.  Not  now,  perhaps,  for  that 
which  we  sow  must  first  take  root,  then 
spring  forth  and  leaf  and  then  bear  fruit. 
The  fruit  will  be  after  the  kind  of  its  own 
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seed.  We  learn  a  principle  by  coming  in 
close  contact  with  and  studying  it  and  ad¬ 
mitting  it  into  our  minds  and  hearts.  There 
is  no  house  that  was  not  built,  no  tree  that 
did  not  grow,  no  knowledge  that  was  not 
or  is  not  acquired.  But  truth  is  eternal - 
it  was  not  created  or  made,  it  is  as  a  precious 
gem.  It  lies  hidden  from  us  and  we  must 
find  it,  and  apply  it,  and  make  it  ours. 

To  those  who  love  human  pleasures  and 
pursue  them,  the  duties  of  life,  the  essential 
parts  of  life,  are  irksome,  dry,  pleasureless, 
seemingly  valueless.  But  their  pleasures 
will  fade  away,  and  their  joys  will  perish 
and  leave  them  but  the  ashes  of  their 
treasure,  with  hopeless  regrets.  "Honor  the 
sabbath  day  and  keep  it  holy,"  and  you 
will  know  more  about  it. 

This  letter  was  written  May  10f  1897. 
At  the  October  General  Conference  in 
1912,  President  Smith  said: 

"Thou  shalt  honor  the  sabbath  day  and 
keep  it  holy."  Do  we  do  it?  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  do  so  in  order  that  we  may  be 
in  harmony  with  God's  law  and  command¬ 
ments,  and  whenever  we  transgress  that 
law  or  that  commandment  we  are  guilty 
of  transgressing  the  law  of  God.  And  what 
will  be  the  result  if  we  continue?  Our 
children  will  follow  in  our  footsteps,  they 
will  dishonor  the  command  of  God  to  keep 
one  day  holy  in  seven,  and  will  lose  the 
spirit  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
his  requirements,  just  as  the  father  will  lose 
it  if  he  continues  to  violate  the  command¬ 
ments. 

Present  Day  Customs  Decried 

Now,  I  am  going  to  be  bold  enough 
to  say  something.  In  the  Monday  news¬ 
paper  I  found  this: 

The  fifty-eighth  annual  exhibit  of  the 
Utah  State  Fair  association  -  popularly 
known  as  the  state  fair -proved  a  magnet 
Sunday  to  draw  thousands  of  vistors  and 
home  folks  to  the  exposition  grounds. 

Apparently  anxious  to  get  a  close-up  of 
the  production  picture  presented  in  the 
thousands  of  exhibits  displayed  in  the  score 
of  fair  departments,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  kept  the  turnstiles  clicking  from  early 
morning  until  late  at  night.  The  stream  of 
visitors  from  3  p.  m.  to  early  evening  indi¬ 
cated  a  close-io-record  Sunday  crowd. 

That  was  the  sabbath  day.  Judges  of 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  predicted 


that  it  would  require  additional  days  in 
which  to  pick  the  winners,  and  so  on. 

In  that  same  issue  the  same  day  another 
report  said: 

Stunt  and  exhibition  flying,  accompanied 
by  educational  explanations,  Sunday, 
graphically  demonstrated  progress  in  air 
transportation  to  a  crowd  of  10,000  assembled 
at  Salt  Lake  City's  municipal  airport. 

The  program,  including  a  talk  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Henry  H.  Blood,  marked  the  opening 
day  ceremonies  locally  of  National  Air 
Travel  week  and  set  in  motion  a  daily 
round  of  events  calling  attention  to  speed 
and  safety  of  plane  travel. 

Particularly  attracting  attention  of  the 
huge  crowd  were  the  antics  of  three  United 
Air  Lines  army  birdmen,  who  put  their 
ships  through  rolls,  loops,  and  dives  and 
brought  gasps  from  watchers. 

Now,  this  is  not  the  only  evil;  there 
are  many  others,  but  time  will  not  per¬ 
mit  me  to  speak  of  them.  Brethren  and 
sisters,  where  are  we  going?  I  think  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  the  State  of  Utah,  the  home 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  the  home  of 
Brigham  Young,  who  gave  the  counsel 
the  day  after  we  came  into  this  valley 
that  we  should  observe  the  sabbath  day, 
and  now  today  the  authorities  in  state  and 
city  and  village  everywhere  throw  the 
doors  open  for  the  violation  of  the  word 
of  God.  How  many  of  us  were  guilty 
of  being  there?  We  have  got  to  repent 
and  turn  from  this  evil  lest  the  same 
troubles  come  upon  us  that  came  upon  old 
Israel,  as  I  have  read  them  to  you. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  say  more. 
May  the  Lord  bless  the  Latter-day  Saints, 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


TRIAD 


I  looked  in  the  heart  of  a  rose, 

The  soul  of  Beauty  glowing  there 
Stilled  my  spirit  in  calm  repose 

With  incense  of  things  that  are  fair. 

I  read  an  enchanting  story 

Of  a  fine  deed,  divinely  good, 

And  felt  the  transcendent  glory 

More  lasting  far  than  stone  or  wood. 

I  sat  in  my  lone  study  musing 
On  high  things,  eternally  true, 

And  sensed  what  I  would  be  losing 

If  I  were  not  loyal  and  steadfast,  too. 

— Nephi  Jensen 
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seed.  We  learn  a  principle  by  coming  in 
close  contact  with  and  studying  it  and  ad¬ 
mitting  it  into  our  minds  and  hearts.  There 
is  no  house  that  was  not  built,  no  tree  that 
did  not  grow,  no  knowledge  that  was  not 
or  is  not  acquired.  But  truth  is  eternal - 
it  was  not  created  or  made,  it  is  as  a  precious 
gem.  It  lies  hidden  from  us  and  we  must 
find  it,  and  apply  it,  and  make  it  ours. 

To  those  who  love  human  pleasures  and 
pursue  them,  the  duties  of  life,  the  essential 
parts  of  life,  are  irksome,  dry,  pleasureless, 
seemingly  valueless.  But  their  pleasures 
will  fade  away,  and  their  joys  will  perish 
and  leave  them  but  the  ashes  of  their 
treasure,  with  hopeless  regrets.  "Honor  the 
sabbath  day  and  keep  it  holy,"  and  you 
will  know  more  about  it. 

This  letter  was  written  May  10,  1897. 
At  the  October  General  Conference  in 
1912,  President  Smith  said: 

"Thou  shalt  honor  the  sabbath  day  and 
keep  it  holy."  Do  we  do  it?  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  do  so  in  order  that  we  may  be 
in  harmony  with  God's  law  and  command¬ 
ments,  and  whenever  we  transgress  that 
law  or  that  commandment  we  are  guilty 
of  transgressing  the  law  of  God.  And  what 
will  be  the  result  if  we  continue?  Our 
children  will  follow  in  our  footsteps,  they 
will  dishonor  the  command  of  God  to  keep 
one  day  holy  in  seven,  and  will  lose  the 
spirit  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
his  requirements,  just  as  the  father  will  lose 
it  if  he  continues  to  violate  the  command¬ 
ments. 

Present  Day  Customs  Decried 

Now,  I  am  going  to  be  bold  enough 
to  say  something.  In  the  Monday  news¬ 
paper  I  found  this: 

The  fifty-eighth  annual  exhibit  of  the 
Utah  State  Fair  association  -  popularly 
known  as  the  state  fair  — proved  a  magnet 
Sunday  to  draw  thousands  of  visiors  and 
home  folks  to  the  exposition  grounds. 

Apparently  anxious  to  get  a  close-up  of 
the  production  picture  presented  in  the 
thousands  of  exhibits  displayed  in  the  score 
of  fair  departments,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  kept  the  turnstiles  clicking  from  early 
morning  until  late  at  night.  The  stream  of 
visitors  from  3  p.  m.  to  early  evening  indi¬ 
cated  a  close-to-record  Sunday  crowd. 

That  was  the  sabbath  day.  Judges  of 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  predicted 


that  it  would  require  additional  days  in 
which  to  pick  the  winners,  and  so  on. 

In  that  same  issue  the  same  day  another 
report  said: 

Stunt  and  exhibition  flying,  accompanied 
by  educational  explanations,  Sunday, 
graphically  demonstrated  progress  in  air 
transportation  to  a  crowd  of  10,000  assembled 
at  Salt  Lake  City's  municipal  airport. 

The  program,  including  a  talk  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Henry  H.  Blood,  marked  the  opening 
day  ceremonies  locally  of  National  Air 
Travel  week  and  set  in  motion  a  daily 
round  of  events  calling  attention  to  speed 
and  safety  of  plane  travel. 

Particularly  attracting  attention  of  the 
huge  crowd  were  the  antics  of  three  United 
Air  Lines  army  birdmen,  who  put  their 
ships  through  rolls,  loops,  and  dives  and 
brought  gasps  from  watchers. 

Now,  this  is  not  the  only  evil;  there 
are  many  others,  but  time  will  not  per¬ 
mit  me  to  speak  of  them.  Brethren  and 
sisters,  where  are  we  going?  I  think  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  the  State  of  Utah,  the  home 
of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  the  home  of 
Brigham  Young,  who  gave  the  counsel 
the  day  after  we  came  into  this  valley 
that  we  should  observe  the  sabbath  day, 
and  now  today  the  authorities  in  state  and 
city  and  village  everywhere  throw  the 
doors  open  for  the  violation  of  the  word 
of  God.  How  many  of  us  were  guilty 
of  being  there?  We  have  got  to  repent 
and  turn  from  this  evil  lest  the  same 
troubles  come  upon  us  that  came  upon  old 
Israel,  as  I  have  read  them  to  you. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  say  more. 
May  the  Lord  bless  the  Latter-day  Saints, 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


TRIAD 


I  looked  in  the  heart  of  a  rose, 

The  soul  of  Beauty  glowing  there 
Stilled  my  spirit  in  calm  repose 

With  incense  of  things  that  are  fair. 

I  rend  an  enchanting  story 

Of  a  fine  deed,  divinely  good, 

And  felt  the  transcendent  glory 

More  lasting  far  than  stone  or  wood. 

I  sat  in  my  lone  study  musing 
On  high  things,  eternally  true, 

And  sensed  what  I  would  be  losing 

If  I  were  not  loyal  and  steadfast,  too. 

— Nephi  Jensen 
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MY  CONVERSION 

By  G.  W.  CURRAN,  Salt  Lake  City,  Uiah 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Brother  Curran  is  a  recent  con¬ 
vert  to  Mormonism.  He  was  born  a  Catholic  and 
has  spent  his  life,  until  two  or  three  years  ago  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  On  hearing  the  Gospel 
preached  on  the  streets,  he  was  attracted  to  it.  After 
thorough  investigation  he  became  convinced  of  the 
truth  and,  though  it  was  difficult  to  renounce  the 
faith  of  a  lifetime,  he  wa6  baptized  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

He  has  no  quarrel  with  the  church  in  which  he 
grew  up,  but  wants  his  friends  and  other  truth 
seekers  to  know  his  reasons  for  his  change.  To  that 
end  he  has  written  a  booklet  entitled  "My  Con¬ 
version."  We  have  taken  excerpts  from  that  booklet 
for  this  article  and  one  that  shall  follow  in  a  later 
issue. 


The  Savior's  words  are  not  difficult  to 
understand.  His  Gospel  is  intended  not 
only  for  the  learned.  It  is  so  plain  that 
even  those  who  have  little  education  may 
understand.  It  is  through  His  words,  and 
revelations  through  His  Holy  prophets  that 
we  gain  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  plan  of 
salvation.  He  made  it  plain  that  His  house 
is  a  house  of  order.  He  referred  to  His 
church,  not  churches.  That  He  established 
His  church  and  named  St.  Peter  its  first 
head,  both  Roman  Catholics  and  Mormons 
agree.  The  Roman  Catholics  maintain 
that,  through  a  succession  of  Popes  from 
the  time  of  Peter,  the  original  church  has 
come  to  its  present  day  organization,  and 
that  the  Pope  is  the  rightful  successor  of 
St.  Peter.  The  Mormon  people  maintain 
that  the  church,  as  established  by  the 
Savior,  could  not  have  survived  the  days  of 
Constantine. 

Dr.  James  E.  Talmage,  writing  in  a 
book  entitled  The  Great  Apostasy,  has  this 
to  say  concerning  the  last  of  the  great  per¬ 
secutions  brought  by  Pagan  Rome  against 
Christianity  as  a  whole,  the  Diocletian  op¬ 
pression, 

"How  empty  and  vain  appears  the  Diocle¬ 
tian  boast  that  Christianity  was  forever  ex¬ 
tinguished.  Yet  how  different  was  the 
church  under  the  patronage  of  Constantine 
from  the  church  as  established  .by  Christ 
and  as  built  up  by  His  Apostles.  The 
church  had  already  become  Apostate,  as 
judged  by  the  standard  of  its  original  con¬ 
stitution/' 

So,  we  find  the  lines  clearly  drawn.  It 
remains  for  the  reader  to  digest  the  evi¬ 
dence  available,  and  determine,  if  he  can, 
which  has  the  Truth — Which  of  these  two 
great  organizations  has  the  right  to  the 
name,  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ? 


It  is  not  my  purpose  to  antagonize  either 
Catholic  or  Mormon,  but  to  so  present 
available  truths,  that  the  investigator  may 
draw  a  reasonable  conclusion. 

The  Godhead 

The  Roman  Catholics  teach  that  in  the 
Godhead  there  are  three  divine  persons, 
three  in  one,  which  they  call  the  mystery 
of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Reverend  Conway  says: 

"Three  persons  who  possess  human  nature 
are  rightly  called  three  men,  because  the 
human  nature  in  each  is  not  numerically 
the  same,-  the  three  persons  who  have  divine 
nature  are  not  three  Gods,  because  the 
divine  nature  is  numerically  the  same  in 
each  one  of  them.  How  this  can  be  we 
can  never  comprehend.  We  accept  this 
Doctrine  only  because  it  has  been  revealed 
to  us  by  God  himself/' 

In  other  parts  of  his  book  he  says  that 
his  church  is  guided  by  truth  and  revela¬ 
tion.  How  has  it  been  revealed  to  the 
church  if  none  of  the  members  of  the 
church  can  comprehend  it? 

In  accepting  something  as  incompre¬ 
hensible  we  must  place  it  in  the  list  with 
mysteries,  not  as  something  that  has  been 
revealed. 

The  Mormons  define  the  Godhead  as 
composed  of  three  Gods,  not  one.  The 
Father  and  the  Son  each  have  a  Spiritual 
body  and  a  body  of  flesh.  The  Holy 
Ghost  has  only  a  body  of  Spirit. 

In  the  Mormon  church,  the  head  of 
each  quorum  is  composed  of  three,  as  in 
the  Godhead — the  three  of  the  First  Presi¬ 
dency,  the  three  of  the  Bishopric,  the  three 
of  the  Stake  Presidency  and  the  three  of 
the  Ward  Bishopric:  likewise,  each  quorum 
of  Priests  is  headed  by  three — a  President, 
his  First  Counselor  and  Second  Counselor. 
All  the  auxiliaries  of  the  church  are  the 
same — the  Mutual  Improvement  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Sunday  School,  the  Relief  Society, 
etc.  This  practical  illustration  shows  how 
the  Godhead  is  composed  of  three  separate 
personages,  though  they  have  but  one  pur¬ 
pose.  The  Mormon  church  is  not  protest- 
ant  because  its  people  feel  that  they  have 
the  church  restored  as  it  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Furthermore  their  eleventh  article  of 
faith  prohibits  the  word  “protest." 

In  it  they  say: 

"We  claim  lhe  privilege  of  worshiping 
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Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
our  own  conscience,  and  allow  all  men  the 
same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how, 
where,  or  what  they  may.” 

Reverend  Conway  in  his  book  The 
Question  Box,  writing  on  the  infallibility 
of  the  church  (Roman  Catholic) ,  has  this 
to  say,  "Reason  and  revelation  alike,  de¬ 
mand  that  the  teacher  of  the  divine  revela¬ 
tion  of  Christ  speak  as  he  did,  infallibly, 
i.e.,  that  she  by  divine  guidance  be  kept 
free  from  the  liability  of  error/'  He  asks 
the  question,  "Would  a  good  God,  who 
‘Wills  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  TRUTH'  (Tim.  2: 
4) ,  fail  to  provide  his  revelation  with  a 
living  infallible  witness?" 

Baptism 

At  this  point  I  feel  impelled  to  go  into 
the  matter  of  baptism  and  let  the  reader 
determine  whether  or  not  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  has  changed  the  ordin¬ 
ance,  or  has  fallen  into  error. 

Throughout  the  world  today,  as  far 
as  Christianity  is  concerned,  we  find  con¬ 
fusion  in  regard  to  the  ordinance  of 
baptism.  No  longer  is  the  house  of  the 
Lord  a  house  of  order,  if  we  are  to 
accept  the  beliefs  of  the  various  churches 
pertaining  to  baptism.  Does  any  church 
have  a  right  to  the  name  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  and  still  maintain  that  they  have 
the  right  to  change  his  teachings?  There 
are  over  two  hundred  so-called  Christian 
churches  in  existence.  Where  did  the  con¬ 
fusion  pertaining  to  baptism  come  from? 
Dr.  James  E.  Talmage,  writing  in  The 
Great  Apostasy,  says: 

"The  purpose  of  baptism  was  and  is  the 
obtaining  of  remission  of  sins:  compliance 
with  the  requirement  has  been  from  the 
first  the  sole  means  of  securing  admission  to 
the  Church  of  Christ -(See  Mark  1:  4,  and 
Luke  3:  3/  also  Acts  2:  38,  1st  Peter  3:  21 
and  Acts  22:  16.  Compare  2nd  Nephi  31: 
17,  (Book  of  Mormon.)" 

"And  Jesus  when  he  was  baptized,  went 
up  straightway  out  of  the  water."  -  Mat¬ 
thew  3:16. 

It  is  significant  that  Jesus  waited  until 
he  was  about  to  start  his  ministry  and  then 
presented  himself  to  John.  We  find  that 
the  first  words  uttered  by  him  on  his  min¬ 
istry  pertained  to  baptism,  emphasizing  the 


importance  of  the  ordinance — "Suffer  it  to 
be  so  now;  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  ful¬ 
fill  all  righteousness." 

He  had  presented  himself  to  John.  John 
forbade  him.  Still  Christ  insisted  that  it 
was  necessary.  In  this  third  chapter  of 
Matthew,  we  find  five  witnesses  to  the 
method  of  immersion — Matthew,  Jesus, 
John,  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  God,  the  Eter¬ 
nal  Father. 

Why  should  there  be  any  confusion  of 
thought  here?  Let  us  consider  what 
eminent  Catholic  writers  have  to  say  on 
the  subject.  A  question  has  been  asked 
Reverend  Conway — "Does  not  the  Bible 
require  faith  and  repentance  preparatory 
of  baptism?  How  can  babies  repent  and 
believe?"  Then  folows  the  biblical  refer¬ 
ences  which  the  questioner  gives: 

Mark  16:  16 -"He  that  believeth  and  is 
Baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  be¬ 
lieveth  not  shall  be  damned." 

Acts  2:  38 -"Then  Peter  said  unto  them, 
Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission 
of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

Acts  8:  12 -"But  when  they  believed 
Philip  preaching  the  things  concerning  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  they  were  baptized,  both  men  and 
women." 

Acts  8:  36-39 -"And  as  they  went  on 
their  way,  they  came  unto  a  certain  water, 
and  the  eunich  said,  see,  here  is  water: 
what  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized?  And 
Philip  said,  if  thou  believest  with  all  thine 
heart,  thou  mayest.  And  he  answered  and 
said,  I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son 
of  God,  and  he  commanded  the  chariot  to 
stand  still:  and  they  went  down  both  into 
the  water,  both  Philip  and  the  eunich:  and 
he  baptized  him.  And  when  they  were 
come  up  out  of  the  water,  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  caught  away  Philip,  that  the  eunich 
saw  him  no  more:  and  he  went  on  his  way 
rejoicing."  Also  see  Acts  16:  13-16  and  31. 

I  quote  Reverend  Conway's  answer: 

"The  texts  cited  are  irrelevant,  for  they 
simply  declare  that  faith  and  sorrow  for 
sins  committed  are  required  of  adult  con¬ 
verts  seeking  admission  to  the  church.  The 
Catholic  Church  teaches  that  same  doctrine 
today.  There  is  no  express  mention  of  the 
baptizing  of  infants  in  the  new  testament, 
but  it  is  at  least  probable  that  there  were 
infants  among  the  whole  families  that  were 
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baptized  by  St.  Paul  (Acts  16:15,  1st  Cor. 

1 1  16).  The  necessity  of  infant  baptism 
follows  from  the  fact  that  they  have  con¬ 
tracted  the  guilt  of  original  sin  (Rom.  XII: 
5,  19),  which  baptism  alone  can  remit 

(John  3:5)." 

It  remains  for  the  reader  to  determine 
which  of  the  scripture  referred  to  is  irrele¬ 
vant. 

Rev.  Ronald  A.  Knox,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Priest,  writing  in  a  book  entitled  The 
Belief  of  Catholics,  which  has  the  authority 
of  the  church  dignitaries  printed  on  the 
front  page,  and  which  was  placed  in  the 
Wood  Library  by  The  Catholic  Reading 
Club  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  has  this  to 
say: 

"The  implication  of  Infant  Baptism,  where 
its  efficacy  is  really  believed,  is  a  doctrine 
that  might  well  stagger  the  most  robust 
faith." 

"Baptism  has  this  characteristic  difficulty 
-that  it  is  bestowed  upon  souls,  usually, 
which  can  make  (so  far  as  we  can  judge) 
no  intelligent  response  to  the  action  by 
which  grace  is  conferred  upon  them." 

"If  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the 
church,  especially  in  those  early  days  when 
baptism  was  sometimes  deliberately  de¬ 
ferred  until  the  hour  of  death,  any  Bishop 
or  any  local  church  had  introduced  so  mo¬ 
mentous  an  innovation  as  that  of  baptizing 
an  unresponsive  subject,  incapable  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  intelligent  act  of  faith,  must  there 
not  have  been  some  protest,  some  contro¬ 
versy,  some  schism  (even)  to  mark  the 
change  and  assert  the  primitive  traditions?" 

In  the  preface  of  the  book  Father  Knox 
calls  himself  an  apologist.  Cardinal  Gib¬ 
bons,  writing  in  a  book  entitled  The  Faith 
of  Our  Fathers,  clarifies  the  atmosphere, 
somewhat,  from  a  Catholic  viewpoint.  He 
points  out  that  the  church,  being  the  of¬ 
ficial  interpreter  of  Christ's  Gospel,  has  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  time  and  method,  as 
best  suits  the  circumstance. 

"The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the  in¬ 
habitants  thereof,-  because  they  have  trans¬ 
gressed  the  laws,  changed  the  ordinance, 
broken  the  everlasting  covenant."- Isaiah 
24. 

In  my  search  of  the  scriptures,  I  find 
no  record  of  an  infant  being  baptized;  also, 
I  find  no  suggestion  that  they  should  be. 

The  reader  will  understand  that  Catho¬ 
lics  believe  children  are  born  in  sin  and  re¬ 


main  so  until  baptism.  The  Mormons  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  child  is  not  born  =  in  sin  and 
does  not  have  sin  attached  to  it  until  the 
use  of  reason  is  reached,  the  age  of  eight. 

Let  us  consider  what  Jesus  said  pertain¬ 
ing  to  little  children: 

"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  be 
converted  and  become  as  little  children, 
ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven."- Matthew  18:3.  "Suffer  little 
children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them 
not  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  God." 
-Luke  19:16. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Book 
or  Mormon: 

"And  now  my  son,  I  speak  unto  you  con¬ 
cerning  that  which  grieveih  me  exceeding¬ 
ly,-  for  it  grieveth  me  that  there  should 
disputations  arise  among  you.  For  if  I  have 
learned  the  truth  there  have  been  disputa¬ 
tions  arise  among  you,  concerning  the  bap¬ 
tism  of  your  little  children.  And  now  my 
son,  I  desire  that  ye  should  labor  diligently 
that  this  gross  error  should  be  removed  from 
among  you:  for,  for  this  intent  I  have 
written  this  epistle  .  .  .  Wherefore,  my 
beloved  son,  I  know  that  it  is  solemn 
mockery  before  God  that  ye  should  baptize 
little  children  .  .  . 

"Behold  I  say  unto  you,  that  he  that  sup- 
poseth  that  little  children  need  baptism  is 
in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bonds  of 
iniquity  .  .  . 

"And  he  that  saith  that  little  children 
need  baptism  denieth  the  mercies  of  Christ, 
and  setteth  at  naught  the  atonement  of  him 
and  the  power  of  his  redemption  .  .  . 

"But  it  is  mockery  before  God,  denying 
the  mercies  of  Christ,  and  the  power  of 
His  Holy  Spirit,  and  putting  trust  in  dead 
works,  Behold,  my  son,  this  thing  ought 
not  to  be;  for  repentance  is  unto  them 
that  are  under  condemnation  and  under 
the  curse  of  a  broken  law.  And  the  first 
fruits  of  repentance  is  bapitsm:  and  baptism 
cometh  by  faith  unto  the  fulfilling  of  com¬ 
mandments;  and  the  fulfilling  the  com¬ 
mandments  bringeth  remission  of  sins,  and 
the  remission  of  sins  bringeth  meekness, 
and  lowliness  of  heart;  and  because  of 
meekness  and  lowliness  of  heart  cometh 
the  visitation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
Comforter  filleth  with  hope  and  perfect 
love,  which  love  endureth  by  diligence 
unto  prayer,  until  the  end  shall  come,  when 
all  the  saints  shall  dwell  with  God." -Book 
of  Mormon,  Moroni  chap.  8. 
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''Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  re- 
penteth  of  his  sins  through  your  words,  and 
desireth  to  be  baptized  in  my  name,  on 
this  wise  shall  ye  baptize  them -Behold,  ye 
shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the  water,  and 
in  my  name  shall  be  baptize  them.  And 
now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye 
shall  say,  calling  them  by  name,  saying: 
Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ, 
I  baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Amen.  And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them 
in  the  water,  and  come  forth  again  out 
of  the  water.  And  after  this  manner  shall 
you  baptize  in  my  name." -Book  of  Mormon, 
3rd  Nephi  11:  23-27. 

In  the  Roman  Catholic  church  babies 
are  usually  baptized  as  soon  as  the  mother 
is  able  to  bring  them  to  church.  In  the 
Mormon  church  children  must  be  at  least 
eight  years  of  age  and  have  had  instruction 
pertaining  to  the  ordinance.  In  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  pouring  water  is  the 
method  employed.  In  the  Mormon  Church 
the  method  is  by  complete  immersion.  In 
the  Catholic  church  anyone  may  baptize. 
In  the  Mormon  church  only  those  with 
authority  may  perform  the  ordinance. 

Here  we  have  definite  doctrine  from 
which  the  reader  may  draw  conclusions. 

Reverend  Conway’s  Question  Box ,  page 
95,  says,  "The  church  Christ  founded  is 
everywhere  spoken  of  in  the  new  testament 
as  divine,  infallible  teaching  authority." 

Here  the  reader  is  faced  with  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  deciding  whether  or  not  he  wishes 
to  concede  to  any  Church  the  right  to 
change  the  doctrine  as  prescribed  by  Christ. 
This  right  is  referred  to  by  Cardinal  Gib¬ 
bons  when  he  explains  the  reasons  for 
changing  from  the  method  of  immersion 
as  shown  by  Christ  to  the  method  of  pour¬ 
ing  as  used  by  the  Catholic  Church. 

Let  us  consider  the  results  of  the  change. 
The  Catholics  changed  from  immersion  to 
pouring.  The  Episcopalians  and  Lutherans 
follow  suit,  the  Presbyterians  to  sprinkling, 
the  Christian  Scientists  to  a  baptism  of 
Spirit  only,  denying  that  the  water  is  es¬ 
sential,  and  then  follows  th  atheists  who 
fail  to  acknowledge  any  form.  The 
Methodists  will  baptize  you  any  way  or 
time  you  desire. 

If  Christ  wished  babies  baptized,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  he  should  have 
waited  until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  for 
his  baptism.  Is  it  not,  then,  a  rather 


dangerous  road  to  travel — the  teaching  of 
a  doctrine  that  has  no  scriptural  back¬ 
ground? 

(To  Be  Continued) 


NARRATIVE  AND  TESTIMONY 

By  A.  G.  SATTERFIELD,  Pocaiello,  Idaho 

In  February  of  1896  there  came  to 
Grayson  county,  Texas,  two  humble  Mor¬ 
mon  Elders,  Joseph  E.  D.  Tomlinson  of 
Heber  City,  Utah,  and  Fred  Smith  of 
Rexburg,  Idaho.  They  sought  and  ob¬ 
tained  permission  to  preach  in  a  little 
school  house  about  four  miles  south  of 
Sherman.  After  about  a  week  of  holding 
meetings,  the  privilege  was  withdrawn 
and  the  Elders  denied  the  opportunity  to 
preach.  However,  seeds  had  been  sown 
and  my  father  and  mother  and  I  investi¬ 
gated  the  strange,  new  doctrine  and  be¬ 
lieved;  but  persecution  raged  and  the 
Elders  were  obliged  to  leave  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

On  May  15  there  came  through  that 
section  one  of  the  most  terrific  cyclones 
North  Texas  had  ever  seen.  About  200 
people  were  killed  and  thousands  made 
homeless.  Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  some, 
those  who  had  been  most  active  in  perse¬ 
cuting  and  driving  out  the  Elders  suffered 
most  from  the  cyclone.  Elder  Tomlinson 
returned  some  time  after  this  and  baptized 
my  father  and  mother  and  then  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  withdrawn  from  that  sec¬ 
tion  for  some  years. 

In  the  city  of  Galveston  the  Elders  had 
labored  for  a  long  season  with  no  appar¬ 
ent  results.  In  1900  Elder  Mathias  F. 
Cowley,  preaching  on  the  streets  of  that 
city  prophesied  that  if  the  people  did  not 
repent,  the  city  would  be  destroyed.  The 
prophecy  was  fulfilled  when  a  great  tor¬ 
nado  and  tidal  wave  swept  in,  overran 
the  great  wall  of  defense  and  almost  lev¬ 
eled  the  city  to  the  ground.  Thousands 
were  slain  and  many  thousands  were  made 
homeless.  In  a  part  of  the  city  where 
one  would  naturally  expect  to  find  the 
greatest  destruction  was  an  old  two-story 
building  housing  four  Mormon  Elders. 
This  was  spared  and  none  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  injured. 

Four  years  went  by  with  no  Mormon 
Elders  in  our  part  of  Texas.  Then  at 
my  request  missionaries  were  sent  to  us 
and  I  was  baptized.  In  April  of  1901, 
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"Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  whoso  re- 
penteth  of  his  sins  through  your  words,  and 
desireth  to  be  baptized  in  my  name,  on 
this  wise  shall  ye  baptize  them -Behold,  ye 
shall  go  down  and  stand  in  the  water,  and 
in  my  name  shall  be  baptize  them.  And 
now  behold,  these  are  the  words  which  ye 
shall  say,  calling  them  by  name,  saying: 
Having  authority  given  me  of  Jesus  Christ, 
I  baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Amen.  And  then  shall  ye  immerse  them 
in  the  water,  and  come  forth  again  out 
of  the  water.  And  after  this  manner  shall 
you  baptize  in  my  name." -Book  of  Mormon, 
3rd  Nephi  11:  23-27. 

In  the  Roman  Catholic  church  babies 
are  usually  baptized  as  soon  as  the  mother 
is  able  to  bring  them  to  church.  In  the 
Mormon  church  children  must  be  at  least 
eight  years  of  age  and  have  had  instruction 
pertaining  to  the  ordinance.  In  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  pouring  water  is  the 
method  employed.  In  the  Mormon  Church 
the  method  is  by  complete  immersion.  In 
the  Catholic  church  anyone  may  baptize. 
In  the  Mormon  church  only  those  with 
authority  may  perform  the  ordinance. 

Here  we  have  definite  doctrine  from 
which  the  reader  may  draw  conclusions. 

Reverend  Conway's  Question  Box ,  page 
95,  says,  “The  church  Christ  founded  is 
everywhere  spoken  of  in  the  new  testament 
as  divine,  infallible  teaching  authority." 

Here  the  reader  is  faced  with  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  deciding  whether  or  not  he  wishes 
to  concede  to  any  Church  the  right  to 
change  the  doctrine  as  prescribed  by  Christ. 
This  right  is  referred  to  by  Cardinal  Gib¬ 
bons  when  he  explains  the  reasons  for 
changing  from  the  method  of  immersion 
as  shown  by  Christ  to  the  method  of  pour¬ 
ing  as  used  by  the  Catholic  Church. 

Let  us  consider  the  results  of  the  change. 
The  Catholics  changed  from  immersion  to 
pouring.  The  Episcopalians  and  Lutherans 
follow  suit,  the  Presbyterians  to  sprinkling, 
the  Christian  Scientists  to  a  baptism  of 
Spirit  only,  denying  that  the  water  is  es¬ 
sential,  and  then  follows  th  atheists  who 
fail  to  acknowledge  any  form.  The 
Methodists  will  baptize  you  any  way  or 
time  you  desire. 

If  Christ  wished  babies  baptized,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  he  should  have 
waited  until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  for 
his  baptism.  Is  it  not,  then,  a  rather 


dangerous  road  to  travel — the  teaching  of 
a  doctrine  that  has  no  scriptural  back¬ 
ground? 

(To  Be  Continued) 


NARRATIVE  AND  TESTIMONY 

By  A.  G.  SATTERFIELD,  PocaleUo,  Idaho 

In  February  of  1896  there  came  to 
Grayson  county,  Texas,  two  humble  Mor¬ 
mon  Elders,  Joseph  E.  D.  Tomlinson  ot 
Heber  City,  Utah,  and  Fred  Smith  of 
Rexburg,  Idaho.  They  sought  and  ob¬ 
tained  permission  to  preach  in  a  little 
school  house  about  four  miles  south  of 
Sherman.  After  about  a  week  of  holding 
meetings,  the  privilege  was  withdrawn 
and  the  Elders  denied  the  opportunity  to 
preach.  However,  seeds  had  been  sown 
and  my  father  and  mother  and  I  investi¬ 
gated  the  strange,  new  doctrine  and  be¬ 
lieved:  but  persecution  raged  and  the 
Elders  were  obliged  to  leave  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

On  May  15  there  came  through  that 
section  one  of  the  most  terrific  cyclones 
North  Texas  had  ever  seen.  About  200 
people  were  killed  and  thousands  made 
homeless.  Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  some, 
those  who  had  been  most  active  in  perse¬ 
cuting  and  driving  out  the  Elders  suffered 
most  from  the  cyclone.  Elder  Tomlinson 
returned  some  time  after  this  and  baptized 
my  father  and  mother  and  then  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  withdrawn  from  that  sec¬ 
tion  for  some  years. 

In  the  city  of  Galveston  the  Elders  had 
labored  for  a  long  season  with  no  appar¬ 
ent  results.  In  1900  Elder  Mathias  F. 
Cowley,  preaching  on  the  streets  of  that 
city  prophesied  that  if  the  people  did  not 
repent,  the  city  would  be  destroyed.  The 
prophecy  was  fulfilled  when  a  great  tor¬ 
nado  and  tidal  wave  swept  in,  overran 
the  great  wall  of  defense  and  almost  lev¬ 
eled  the  city  to  the  ground.  Thousands 
were  slain  and  many  thousands  were  made 
homeless.  In  a  part  of  the  city  where 
one  would  naturally  expect  to  find  the 
greatest  destruction  was  an  old  two-story 
building  housing  four  Mormon  Elders. 
This  was  spared  and  none  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  injured. 

Four  years  went  by  with  no  Mormon 
Elders  in  our  part  of  Texas.  Then  at 
my  request  missionaries  were  sent  to  us 
and  I  was  baptized.  In  April  of  1901, 
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with  my  father’s  family  I  moved  to  Utah. 
There  I  married  a  Latter-day  Saint  girl 
and  together  we  have  raised  a  family  of 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  have  filled 
missions. 

In  1916  I  went  on  a  short  genealogical 
mission  among  my  father’s  relatives  in  the 
South — Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida  and 
Tennessee.  I  was  welcomed  as  a  relative, 
provided  I  would  not  mention  my  re¬ 
ligion.  However,  before  the  visit  was 
ended,  curiosity  would  generally  peak  over 
the  wall  of  prejudice  and  as  the  light  of 
truth  was  allowed  to  shine,  the  wall  be¬ 
gan  to  crumble.  Nineteen  years  later,  on 
another  visit  to  the  South  with  my  wife 
and  aged  parents,  we  found  entirely  a  dif¬ 
ferent  spirit.  Wherever  we  went,  I  was 
asked  to  preach  in  the  churches  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  principles  of  Mormonism. 

My  genealogical  research  in  1916  and 
in  1935;  also  at  the  close  of  our  son 
Homer’s  mission  in  the  South  at  the  end 
of  1938,  brought  hundreds  of  ancestral 
names  reaching  back  400  years  and  more. 
Also  together  we  were  able  to  interest  our 
relatives  in  the  South  and  to  effect  some 
family  organizations  to  carry  on  the  work 
there. 

We  had  accumulated  so  many  names 
I  wondered  how  we  would  ever  get  the 
work  done  for  them.  Then  the  Gen¬ 
ealogical  committee  came  to  me  (I  was 
then  bishop  of  the  ward)  saying  it  was 
their  temple  excursion  week  and  asked  if 
I  could  supply  them  with  any  names.  How 
well  their  needs  fit  with  mine!  These 
excursions  were  continued  and  our  names 
were  pretty  well  worked  out  in  the  tem¬ 
ple.  The  call  of  one  of  our  sons  to  a 
mission  in  England  helped  greatly  in  ex¬ 
tending  the  ascent  of  our  ancestral  line 
in  the  old  country. 

Let  me  urge  the  Saints  in  the  mission 
field  to  search  their  genealogy.  Get  all 
the  information  about  your  ancestors 
while  you  are  in  your  native  land  or 
state.  We  and  many  others  could  have 
saved  lots  of  money  had  we  done  that 
instead  of  waiting  until  we  moved  away 
from  where  the  information  was  avail¬ 
able.  Don't  delay,  don’t  procrastinate  in 
this  great  work.  There  is  more  of  it 
than  all  of  us  can  do  in  this  life.  There¬ 
fore,  don’t  think  you  are  justified  in  leav¬ 
ing  it  for  some  other  or  older  relative. 
It  is  your  work  and  you  will  be  held  ac¬ 
countable  for  it. 


I  want  to  bear  my  testimony  that  what 
the  world  calls  Mormonism  is  indeed  the 
Plan  of  Salvation  as  revealed  by  God  to 
man  in  our  time.  After  40  years  of  close 
association  with  the  Latter-day  Saints  in 
many  wards,  stakes  and  missions,  trying 
in  my  humble  way  to  live  the  Gospel,  to 
be  obedient  to  the  authorities  of  the 
Church,  keeping  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
paying  the  tenth  of  my  income  as  a  tithe 
to  the  Lord,  and  raising  a  family  of  nine 
children,  I  can  truthfully  say  that  life, 
with  all  its  burdens,  has  been  sweet  to 
me  and  full  of  joy.  My  wife  and  family 
and  I  have  been  greatly  blessed  of  the 
Lord  and  our  hearts  are  full  of  thanks  to 
Him.  I  shall  never  be  able  to  repay  the 
Elders  who  brought  the  Gospel  to  my 
home.  May  the  Saints  in  the  mission 
field  and  the  missionaries  who  are  serv¬ 
ing  the  Lord  there,  realize  the  boundless 
worth  of  the  glorious  Gospel  that  has 
come  to  us  and  be  determined  to  live 
more  fully  according  to  its  teachings. 


LIFE'S  MIRROR 

There  are  loyal  hearts,  there  are  spirits 
brave, 

There  are  souls  that  are  pure  and  true, 
Then  give  to  the  world  the  best  you  have, 
And  the  best  will  come  back  to  you. 

Give  love,  and  love  to  your  life  will  flow, 
A  strength  in  your  utmost  need, 

Have  faith,  and  a  score  of  hearts  will  show 
Their  faith  in  your  word  and  deed. 

Give  truth,  and  your  gift  will  be  paid  in 
kind,- 

And  honor  will  honor  meet; 

And  a  smile  that  is  sweet  will  surely  find 
A  smile  that  is  just  as  sweet. 

For  life  is  the  mirror  of  king  and  slave, 

'Tis  just  what  we  are  and  do7 

Then  give  to  the  world  the  best  you  have, 

And  the  best  will  come  back  to  you. 

-Madeline  Bridges. 

- ♦♦♦ - 

The  value  of  a  thing  depends  largely 
upon  who  says  it.  Words  may  be  bul¬ 
lets,  but  character  must  be  the  powder 
back  of  them  to  give  them  projectile  force. 
The  man  behind  the  message  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  man  behind  the  gun. 

— Charles  Bayard  Mitchell . 
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with  my  father’s  family  I  moved  to  Utah. 
There  I  married  a  Latter-day  Saint  girl 
and  together  we  have  raised  a  family  of 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  have  filled 
missions. 

In  1916  I  went  on  a  short  genealogical 
mission  among  my  father's  relatives  in  the 
South — Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida  and 
Tennessee.  I  was  welcomed  as  a  relative, 
provided  I  would  not  mention  my  re¬ 
ligion.  However,  before  the  visit  was 
ended,  curiosity  would  generally  peak  over 
the  wall  of  prejudice  and  as  the  light  of 
truth  was  allowed  to  shine,  the  wall  be¬ 
gan  to  crumble.  Nineteen  years  later,  on 
another  visit  to  the  South  with  my  wife 
and  aged  parents,  we  found  entirely  a  dif¬ 
ferent  spirit.  Wherever  we  went,  I  was 
asked  to  preach  in  the  churches  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  principles  of  Mormonism. 

My  genealogical  research  in  1916  and 
in  1935;  also  at  the  close  of  our  son 
Homer's  mission  in  the  South  at  the  end 
of  1938,  brought  hundreds  of  ancestral 
names  reaching  back  400  years  and  more. 
Also  together  we  were  able  to  interest  our 
relatives  in  the  South  and  to  effect  some 
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there. 

We  had  accumulated  so  many  names 
I  wondered  how  we  would  ever  get  the 
work  done  for  them.  Then  the  Gen¬ 
ealogical  committee  came  to  me  (I  was 
then  bishop  of  the  ward)  saying  it  was 
their  temple  excursion  week  and  asked  if 
I  could  supply  them  with  any  names.  How 
well  their  needs  fit  with  mine!  These 
excursions  were  continued  and  our  names 
were  pretty  well  worked  out  in  the  tem¬ 
ple.  The  call  of  one  of  our  sons  to  a 
mission  in  England  helped  greatly  in  ex¬ 
tending  the  ascent  of  our  ancestral  line 
in  the  old  country. 

Let  me  urge  the  Saints  in  the  mission 
field  to  search  their  genealogy.  Get  all 
the  information  about  your  ancestors 
while  you  are  in  your  native  land  or 
state.  We  and  many  others  could  have 
saved  lots  of  money  had  we  done  that 
instead  of  waiting  until  we  moved  away 
from  where  the  information  was  avail¬ 
able.  Don’t  delay,  don't  procrastinate  in 
this  great  work.  There  is  more  of  it 
than  all  of  us  can  do  in  this  life.  There¬ 
fore,  don't  think  you  are  justified  in  leav¬ 
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I  want  to  bear  my  testimony  that  what 
the  world  calls  Mormonism  is  indeed  the 
Plan  of  Salvation  as  revealed  by  God  to 
man  in  our  time.  After  40  years  of  close 
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with  all  its  burdens,  has  been  sweet  to 
me  and  full  of  joy.  My  wife  and  family 
and  I  have  been  greatly  blessed  of  the 
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Him.  I  shall  never  be  able  to  repay  the 
Elders  who  brought  the  Gospel  to  my 
home.  May  the  Saints  in  the  mission 
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ing  the  Lord  there,  realize  the  boundless 
worth  of  the  glorious  Gospel  that  has 
come  to  us  and  be  determined  to  live 
more  fully  according  to  its  teachings. 


LIFE'S  MIRROR 

There  are  loyal  hearts,  there  are  spirits 
brave, 

There  are  souls  that  are  pure  and  true, 
Then  give  to  the  world  the  best  you  have, 
And  the  best  will  come  back  to  you. 
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The  value  of  a  thing  depends  largely 
upon  who  says  it.  Words  may  be  bul¬ 
lets,  but  character  must  be  the  powder 
back  of  them  to  give  them  projectile  force. 
The  man  behind  the  message  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  man  behind  the  gun. 

— Charles  Bayard  Mitchell. 
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OF  all  the  beautiful  parables  spoken 
by  the  Great  Teacher  we  know  of 
none  more  pertinent  to  missionary 
work  than  is  the  parable  of  the  sower. 
Therein  is  given  expression  to  conditions 
that  prevailed  in  religious  life  then,  have 
prevailed  from  then  till  now  and  will 
continue  on  as  long  as  Gospel  sowers  go 
out  to  sow.  In  the  parable  are  outlined 
four  distinct  points  of  attack — four  fields 
for  cultivation. 

When  anyone  heareth  the  words  of  the 
kingdom,  and  understandeth  it  not,  then 
cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  catcheth  away 
that  which  was  sown  in  his  heart.  This  is 
he  who  received  the  seed  by  the  way  side. 

Here  is  illustrated  the  need  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary's  follow-up  system.  How  many 
seeds  sown  by  him  are  stolen  away  by  the 
birds  of  evil  ere  they  have  time  to  root? 
All  too  many.  There  will  always  be 
those  who  "receive  the  seed  by  the  way 
side,"  but  the  number  may  be  materially 
reduced  if  the  sower  stays  on  guard  and 
assists  in  the  rooting  of  the  seed  before  it 
is  carried  away. 

And  there  are  those  who  "receive  the 
seed  in  stony  places."  We  recognize  the 
fact  that  there  is  some  spiritual  soil  that 
is  so  stony  and  sterile  or  so  nearly  sterile 
that  Gospel  seed  cannot  find  depth  for 
sustaining  roots  and  enduring  growth. 
But  let  the  missionary  bear  in  mind  that 
disorganized,  disintegrated  stone  merges 
into  very  productive  soil.  If  the  sower  of 
the  seed  and  those  who  come  after  him  to 
cultivate  the  crop  will  labor  faithfully 
and  patiently  in  cooperation  with  the 
Master  Chemist,  who  knows,  with  the 
passing  of  time,  what  transformation  of 
soil  may  be  achieved,  permitting  the  roots 
from  the  seed  sown  to  grow  deep  enough 
to  withstand  the  scorching  rays  of  advers¬ 
ity  and  tribulation? 


What  can  the  missionary  do  about  the 
seeds  that  “fall  among  thorns?”  Should 
he  try  to  destroy  the  thorns?  Not  all  of 
them.  Thorns  have  their  place  in  this 
world  of  ours.  Conditions  here  would 
not  be  as  the  Great  Designer  intended 
without  them.  Thorns  may  do  much 
toward  supporting  the  growing  crop;  but 
it  is  folly  to  cultivate  them  at  the  expense 
of  the  life-sustaining  products  of  the  soil. 
The  “care  of  this  world”  should  be  kept 
in  subordination  to  things  of  eternity. 
Riches  are  not  of  themselves  evil,  but  “the 
deceitfulness  of  riches”  chokes  out  the  bet¬ 
ter  things  of  life.  The  physical  world  in 
which  we  live  offers  so  many  allurements 
that  it  is  difficult  to  suppress  them.  Their 
appeal  is  made  potent  by  their  tangible 
nature.  Many  of  the  finest  things  of  both 
time  and  eternity  are  intangible  and  too 
often  they  are  submerged  by  the  onrush  of 
things  we  can  see  with  the  eye  and  touch 
with  the  fingers.  Let  the  missionary  strive 
to  impress  people  with  a  true  sense  of 
values — the  relative  importance  of  things 
temporary  and  things  that  endure.  When 
that  is  done  the  precious  grain  of  eternity 
will  not  be  chocked  out  by  the  thorns  of 
this  life.  That  is  the  great  missionary 
labor  of  today. 

But  he  that  received  seed  into  the  good 
ground  is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and 
understandeth  it,  which  also  beareth  fruit, 
and  bringeth  forth,  some  an  hundredfold, 
some  sixty,  some  thirty. 

This  reminds  us  of  that  other  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  Master:  “In  my  Father’s  house 
(kingdom)  are  many  mansions.”  He  in 
whom  the  seed  “bringeth  forth  thirty- 
fold”  cannot  hope  to  inhabit  a  mansion 
equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  him  in  whom 
the  seed  “bringeth  forth  an  hundredfold.” 
It  is  the  objective  of  the  missionary  to  help 
all  whom  he  may  to  find  the  more  abun- 
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dant  life — to  “bring  forth  an  hundred¬ 
fold" — to  obtain  a  beautiful  mansion  in 
the  kingdom  of  our  Father.  Every  Mor¬ 
mon  missionary  knows  full  well  that 
while  salvation  comes  by  the  grace  of  our 
Lord,  exaltation  into  the  higher  glories 
of  heaven  is  gauged  by  individual  effort. 

What  we  have  said  of  the  sower  applies 
with  equal  or  amplified  force  to  him  who 
receives  the  seed.  Whether  it  be  by  the 
way  side,  in  stony  ground,  among  thorns 
or  in  goodly  soil,  his  care  of  the  seed  re¬ 
ceived  and  the  harvest  he  gathers  from  it 
will  determine  his  status  in  the  great  here¬ 
after.  Each  one  is  the  designer  and  builder 
of  his  own  mansion  in  the  Father’s  king¬ 
dom  and  he  can  make  it  what  he  will. 

E.  L.  M. 


BELIEF  IN  GOD  OLDER  THAN  ATHEISM 

Knowledge,  or  its  weaker  representative, 
belief  in  the  sense  of  heartfelt  assurance  or 
faith,  as  to  the  existence  of  God  is  as  old 
as  the  race;  while  ignorance  or  disbelief 
is  of  later  origin.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that 
the  earliest  Scriptures  were  not  directed 
against  atheism,  though  they  contained 
many  positive  and  forceful  interdictions 
against  idolatry.  As  late  as  the  time  of 
Israel’s  exodus  from  Egypt  the  divine  fiat 
was  directed  against  idolatry  rather  than 
atheism:  “Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me,"  yet  while  these  words  were 
being  engraved  on  the  tablet  of  stone  many 
of  the  people  were  defiling  themselves  in 
pagan  rites  before  the  golden  calf  that 
had  been  fashioned  after  the  Egyptian  Apis. 

Israel  had  become  largely  idolatrous. 
Through  affiliations  with  the  heathen 
they  had  forfeited  and  therefore  lost  the 
knowledge  possessed  by  their  fathers,  that 
of  the  True  and  Living  God.  And  so 
has  it  been  through  the  millenniums  past 
— whenever  individuals,  a  people,  a  nation 
have  lost  knowledge  or  faith  in  the  Living 
Eternal  God,  they  have  turned  to  gods  of 
their  own  contriving — images  of  metal, 
as  emblems  of  some  supreme  power. 

No  mortal  can  comprehend  God  in  His 
perfections  and  power;  but  remember  that 
He  has  called  us  His  children,  and  invites 
us  to  address  Him  as  our  Father .  In 
the  more  solemn  moments  of  life  even  the 
atheist  feels  a  yearning  of  the  soul  toward 
a  spiritual  Parent,  as  naturally  as  his  hu¬ 
man  affections  turn  toward  the  father  who 


gave  him  mortal  life.  The  atheism  of 
today  is  but  a  species  of  idolatry  after  all. 

We  reverently  acknowledge  and  fearless¬ 
ly  acclaim  the  True  and  Living  God,  the 
Father  of  the  spirits  of  mankind,  the  God 
of  the  ancient  patriarchs  and  prophets,  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  God  of 
Israel,  of  the  world,  and  of  all  creation! 

— Dr .  James  E.  Talmage 


"NAUVOO  GUIDE" 

There  comes  to  our  desk  a  small  book 
of  pleasing  appearance  and  artistic  design 
bearing  the  title  “Nauvoo  Guide."  Any 
book  of  this  name  would  have  appealing 
interest  for  Latter-day  Saints;  but  this 
little  work  has  much  more  than  name  to 
commend  itself  to  the  public. 

It  evidences  an  honest  and  unbiased  ef¬ 
fort  on  the  part  of  its  author  to  present  a 
true  account  of  conditions  in  the  “City  of 
the  Saints"  from  its  founding  in  the  spring 
of  1839  to  the  present  time.  Fairly  por¬ 
trayed  is  the  extraordinary  transforma¬ 
tion  from  an  intolerable  marsh  to  a  beau¬ 
tiful  metropolis  of  20,000  people  with  an 
imposing  million-dollar  temple — and  then 
the  tragedy. 

“Nauvoo  Guide"  is  a  part  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Guide  Series  and  was  compiled  and 
written  by  James  R.  Phelan  for  Federal 
Writers’  Project  of  Illinois,  Works  Prog¬ 
ress  Administration,  and  sponsored  by  the 
Unity  Club  of  Nauvoo.  A.  C.  McClurg 
&  Co.  of  Chicago  are  publishers — price 
50c. 


A  KEY  TO  MYSTERIES 

I  will  give  you  one  of  the  Keys  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  Kingdom.  It  is  an  eternal 
principle,  that  has  existed  with  God  from 
all  eternity:  That  man  who  rises  up  to 
condemn  others,  finding  fault  with  the 
Church,  saying  that  they  are  out  of  the 
way,  while  he  himself  is  righteous,  then 
know  assuredly,  that  that  man  is  in  the 
high  road  to  apostasy;  and  if  he  does  not 
repent,  will  apostatize,  as  God  lives.  The 
principle  is  as  correct  as  the  one  that  Jesus 
put  forth  in  saying  that  he  who  seeketh 
a  sign  is  an  adulterous  person;  and  that 
principle  is  eternal,  undeviating,  and  firm 
as  the  pillars  of  heaven;  for  whenever  you 
see  a  man  seeking  after  a  sign  you  may 
set  it  down  that  he  is  an  adulterous  man. 
— Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
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WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  538  East  Seventh  Avenue.  Denver,  Colo. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhursi,  President, 
Bo:<  434  Windsor,  N.  S.  Canada. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  our  district  is  exceedingly  large 
—  about  600  miles  in  length  — we  have  been  unable  to 
visit  many  of  the  members  of  the  Church  during  the 
past  few  winter  months.  However,  we  have  been  able 
to  keep  in  touch  with  most  of  them  through  corres¬ 
pondence,  and  happily  report  that  most  of  them  are 
well. 

During  the  past  few  months  we  have  had  the  great 
privilege  of  seeing  the  power  of  the  Lord  manifest  in 
the  healing  of  the  sick.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Church  was  in  a  hospital  to  undergo  a  serious  opera¬ 
tion.  He  called  for  the  Elders  and  they  administered 
to  him.  Great  was  his  joy  when  it  was  learned  a  few 
hours  later  that  the  operation  would  be  unnecessary. 
Another  member  is  recovering  very  rapidly  from  a 
serious  operation  after  having  been  administered  to  by 
the  Elders. 

Surely  the  advice  offered  in  James  5:  14-15  is 
worthy  of  consideration  by  everyone:  "Is  any  sick 
among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the  Elders  of  the 
Church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him 
with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord;  And  the  prayer  of 
faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him 
up;  And  if  he  have  committed  sins,  they  shall  be 
forgiven  him." 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT: -Elbert  R.  Simmons,  Presi¬ 
dent,  158  York  Street,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

We  know  it  is  the  work  and  glory  of  the  Lord  to 
"bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
man,"  and  it  is  a  joy  to  have  the  privilege  of  doing 
our  share  to  aid  the  Father  in  his  work.  Sisters  West 
and  Hacking,  in  Hartford,  report  they  are  having  fine 
success  with  their  Primaries  and  study  classes. 

Although  the  territory  about  Bridgeport  is  new  to  the 
Eiders,  they  report  some  success  already.  Elder 

Robertson  reports  opportunities  for  illustrated  lec¬ 
tures  have  been  extended  and  gladly  accepted. 

At  New  Haven,  the  Elders  have  had  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  talk  to  church  groups  and  give  illustrated 
lectures.  Recently  Elder  Ringwood  had  the  privilege 
of  talking  to  three  different  church  groups  about 
Mormonism.  These  have  come  through  invitations 
from  representatives  of  these  different  church  groups. 
An  illustrated  lecture  given  to  a  group  of  200  boys 

and  girls  at  the  County  Childrens  Home,  seemed  to 
interest  them  greatly.  There  are  a  number  of  lec¬ 

ture  engagements  yet  to  be  filled  in  the  near  future. 
More  cottage  meetings  are  to  start  soon.  The  lady 

missionaries,  Sisters  Smith  and  Finlayson,  are  to  be 
congratulated  for  their  concentrated  efforts  in  find¬ 
ing  and  interesting  new  friends  in  our  work;  they 
also  report  their  Primary  work  progressing  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  radio  series,  "The  Fullness  of  Times," 
is  about  to  start  on  a  local  broadcasting  station.  The 


management  of  the  station  are  giving  their  full  co¬ 
operation  in  advertising  this  event. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT:  -  Glen  W.  Price, 
President,  23  Sagamore  Street,  Lynn,  Mass. 

The  extremely  cold  weather  has  hampered  our  out¬ 
side  activities  to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  desire  we 
have  of  spreading  the  Gospel  has  impelled  us  to  seek 
opportunities  where  more  favorable  conditions  prevail. 
Elder  Healy,  has  maintained  his  standing  in  the  Lion's 
Club  of  Coalville,  Utah,  by  occasionally  attending  the 
club  in  Lynn.  As  a  result  of  his  connection  with 
the  club,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  himself  and 
his  companion.  Elder  Price,  to  present  a  lecture  on 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  "Down 
Pioneer  Trails"  was  used  to  illustrate  the  progress  of 
the  Church.  Many  inquiries  were  made  following  the 
lecture  and  invitations  were  extended  to  them  to  at¬ 
tend  our  M.  I.  A.  meetings,  where  a  portion  of  the 
program  is  taken  up  with  the  transcribed  dramatiza¬ 
tion  of  "The  Fullness  of  Times."  As  a  result,  we  have 
had  club  members  attend  who  have  expressed  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  enlightenment  they  received  from 
these  dramatizations. 

The  Lynn«Salem  Branch  has  been  making  remarkable 
progress  in  its  activities  through  occasional  parlies, 
which  helped  to  stimulate  interest  among  its  mem¬ 
bers.  A  recent  bazaar  resulted  in  bringing  members 
and  friends  closer  together  and  also  increased  the 
funds  of  the  local  Relief  Society. 

NORTH  MAINE  DISTRICT  :-J.  Berlin  Osborn,  Presi¬ 
dent,  83  Capital  St.,  Augusta,  Maine. 

The  missionaries  of  the  North  Maine  District  were 
very  happy  to  meet  with  President  Eyring  on  February 
1.  This  was  his  first  visit  since  the  Maine  District 
was  divided  on  January  1.  The  two  smaller  districts 
are  now  known  as  North  Maine  and  South  Maine. 

Sisters  Toynette  Baird  and  La  Val  Clayton  are 
performing  their  duties  well  in  Bangor.  They  are  work¬ 
ing  with  Primary,  Bee  Hive  and  Sunday  services.  At¬ 
tendance  in  these  meetings  has  increased  remarkably. 

Elders  Morgan  and  Gibbons  were  warmly  welcomed 
to  Skowhegan,  by  members  of  the  Church  who  re¬ 
joiced  that  after  an  absence  of  three  years,  missionaries 
were  to  again  labor  there.  These  Elders  are  now 
holding  cottage  meetings  and  are  seeking  in  devious 
ways  to  become  known  throughout  the  community. 

Elders  Osborn  and  Bingham  are  happy  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  laboring  in  Augusta,  where  they  are 
conducting  regular  meetings  and  appointments  with 
Saints  and  friends.  Their  membership  in  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  n  radio  program  on  station  WRDO,  Augusta,  enable 
them  to  contact  many  people. 

With  these  several  activities  and  the  newly  obtained 
radio  program  on  WRBI,  in  Bangor,  they  hope  to  have 
an  active  and  balanced  schedule.  With  eagerness 
they  are  looking  forward  to  warmer  weather  and  the 
greater  opportunity  it  brings  for  door  to  door  con¬ 
tacts. 


February  28.  1939 
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METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT:-!.  Russell  Hochstrasser, 
President,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

We  missionaries,  who  comprise  the  office  staff  ol 
the  New  England  Mission,  have  resolved  to  participate 
in  various  outside  activities  as  frequently  as  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  regular  routine  work  will  allow  time, 
for.  This  resolve  received  stimulus  from  a  splendid 
cottage  meeting  which  was  held  recently  in  Temple¬ 
ton,  Massachusetts  — a  distance  of  sixty  miles  from 
Cambridge.  Brother  and  Sister  Barratt  called  for 
the  missionaries  and  Sister  Eyring,  and  we  were  off  on 
our  sixty  mile  journey  in  the  face  of  a  snow  storm. 
The  meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  Barratt's 
parents.  There  were  22  persons  present;  only  six 
being  members  of  the  Church. 

Elder  Hochstrasser  conducted  the  meeting,  gave  a 
short  talk  on  the  nature  of  our  missionary  work  and 
demonstrated  the  first  episode  of  "The  Fullness  of 
Times,"  after  which  a  short  discussion  on  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  held,  and  tracts  were  distributed  to 
those  present.  We  were  informed  that  this  was  the 
first  Mormon  meeting  of  any  kind  to  be  held  in  Temple¬ 
ton  in  many  years  and  were  invited  to  make  this 
event  a  regular  semi-monthly  affair. 

President  Eyring  has  just  completed  a  very  successful 
tour  of  the  mission  and  is  greatly  pleased  with  the 
results  achieved  by  the  missionaries  and  with  the 
attitude  they  are  showing  toward  this  great  work. 

L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER. 
ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Paloma  Martineau,  from  Huntington  Park,  Cal.  to  R.  I. 
Kathyrn  Finlayson,  from  Pocatello,  Idaho  to  Conn.  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Grace  M.  Loveland,  from  Conn.  Dist  to  R.  I.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Elbert  R.  Simmons  — President  of  Connecticut  District. 
Ralph  Swalberg- President  of  South  Maine  District. 

J.  Berlin  Osborn  — President  of  North  Maine  District. 
RELEASES. 

J.  Russell  Foutz,  Connecticut -Home,  Fruitland,  N.  M. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 

SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT Lynn  E.  Crane,  President,  412 
East  2nd  Street,  Salida,  Colorado. 

"Jesus  answered,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee, 
Except  a  man  be  born  of  wafer  and  of  fhe  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Jesus 
Christ  through  the  waters  of  baptism,  Stella  Ann  Jackson. 
We  pray  that  she  will  be  faithful  and  thereby  reap 
the  rewards  which  are  offered  by  the  true  Church  of 
Christ. 

Recently  we  had  the  privilege  of  holding  meetings  in 
some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  this  district,  which  were 
attended  by  a  large  group  of  people,  many  of  whom 
are  non-members.  The  Spirit  of  God  was  surely  mani¬ 
fest  in  each  of  these  meetings.  The  missionaries  were 
able  to  give  talks  that  were  inspiring  and  uplifting. 
On  all  occasions  the  people  expressed  their  happiness 
in  being  able  to  attend  and  invited  us  back. 

Elders  Eldon  D.  Hymas  and  Amos  F.  Terry  report 
much  success  in  their  trading  and  an  increase  of 
cottage  meetings  in  Monte  Vista,  Colorado.  Much 
credit  should  go  to  Sisters  Wendella  Grange  and 
Della  Lines  for  their  work  in  the  Relief  Society  of 
Salida,  Colorado.  They  have  spent  many  hours  in 
building  the  society  up  until  the  presidency  now 
rests  with  local  sisters. 

Elders  Lynn  Crane  and  Victor  D.  Hatch  recently  made 
a  visit  to  the  branches  of  this  district.  They  were 
found  in  good  condition  and  looking  forward  to  a 
bigger  and  better  1939. 

BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT: -Don  A.  Smith,  President, 
Box  1172,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

Well  on  the  way  in  the  New  Year,  we  are  happy  to 


report  progress  in  this  part  of  the  mission.  By  the 
cooperation  of  the  Saints  and  missionaries  on  the 
twenty-second  of  January,  the  branch  at  Belle  Fourche, 
South  Dakota,  was  reorganized.  We  wish  them  con¬ 
tinued  success  in  furthering  the  work  of  God.  This 
was  done  with  the  help  of  the  missionaries  who  were 
recently  placed  in  this  part  of  the  district. 

Many  principles  of  the  Gospel  seem  almost  in¬ 
credible  to  those  who  do  not  understand  their  opera¬ 
tion.  Recently  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Rapid  City 
branch  served  a  dinner  for  the  Woodmen's  Lodge  of 
the  town.  The  attendance  was  so  large  that  there  was 
a  great  shortage  of  dishes.  The  lady  in  charge  of 
fhe  Methodist  kitchen  very  willingly  came  to  their 
rescue,  expressing  the  sentiments  that,  "if  one  church 
isn't  willing  to  help  another,  they  are  being  very 
narrow-minded,  and  certainly  not  following  Christ's 
example."  This  lady  had  visited  Salt  Lake  and  was 
deeply  impressed  with  the  hospitality  and  friend¬ 
liness  that  prevailed.  She  seemed  very  interested  in 
knowing  how  the  Latter-day  Saint  Church  was  main¬ 
tained.  When  tithing  was  explained  to  her  by  Sisters 
Sudweeks  and  Ellis  she  exclaimed,  "What,  that  is  the 
way  we  believe,  but  we've  never  been  able  to  carry 
it  out  successfully."  She  very  highly  commended  the 
Mormons  for  up-holding  their  beliefs  and  living  their 
religion. 

The  manifestation  of  the  power  of  God  through  his 
servants  who  hold  the  Priesthood  is  faith  inspiring. 
A  short  time  ago  a  little  girl,  who  had  been  bed¬ 
ridden  for  over  four  months,  part  of  that  period  was 
spent  in  the  hospital,  was  given  up  by  the  doctors 
in  Rapid  City.  Her  parents  requested  that  she  be 
administered  to  by  the  Elders.  There  was  a  marked 
improvement  in  her  condition  within  a  few  days,  and 
in  less  than  a  week  she  was  able  to  be  up  and  around. 
At  the  present  time  she  is  attending  school,  and  is 
apparently  in  fine  health. 

Our  calling  as  missionaries  or  ambassadors  of  the 
Gospel  is  great.  Let  us  not  procrastinate  our  time,  but 
prove  our  worthiness  by  our  work. 

SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT :- Frank  S.  Peterson, 
President,  Box  635,  Wheatland,  Wyoming. 

We  find  the  Gospel  message  being  delivered  to 
many  people  and  they  are  accepting  the  truths  upon 
which  Mormonism  is  based.  The  hand  of  the  Lord 
has  been  with  the  diligent  efforts  of  the  missionaries 
and  members. 

On  Dec.  10th,  a  baptismal  service  was  held,  in  the 
L.  D.  S.  Institute  at  Laramie  under  the  direction  of 
the  missionaries.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the 
fold,  Sister  Helen  Afhas,  her  two  daughters,  Margaret 
and  Louise  and  two  sons  George  and  John.  All  of 
these  are  converts  and  were  baptized  by  Elder  Arthur 
S.  Hawkins.  Immediately  following  the  baptizing,  a 
confirmation  service  was  held  at  which  time  Elders 
Petersen,  Jones,  Hawkins  and  Cheney  assisted  in  con¬ 
firming  these  candidates  members  of  the  Church.  We 
rejoice  with  these  good  people  in  the  step  they  have 
taken  and  we  pray  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  be  upon 
them. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  report  the  death  of  Elder 
Don  B.  Jones.  He  was  recovering  from  an  appen¬ 
dicitis  operation,  when  a  blood  clot  went  to  his 
heart  taking  his  life  instantly.  We  extend  our  deepest 
sympathy  to  his  relatives  and  friends. 

On  Jan.  5th,  the  Elders  conducted  the  funeral  services 
for  David  Athas  of  Wheatland.  Elder  Frank  S. 
Petersen  was  in  charge  and  delivered  the  sermon. 
Elders  Hawkins  and  Cheney  assisted.  The  plan  of 
salvation  was  presented  to  about  90  non-members. 

PUEBLO  DISTRICT :- Garth  S.  Lunt,  President,  541 
Belmont  Ave.,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  missionaries  of  this 
district  have  been  greatly  blessed.  In  as  much  as 
there  has  been  much  sickness  throughout  the  district, 
we  have  been  able  to  continue  in  our  important  work 
of  carrying  this  Gospel  to  all  people  and  administer  to 
the  sick  as  occasion  has  permitted. 

We  greatly  grieve  the  loss  of  Brother  William  J. 
Smith,  President  of  the  Canon  City  Branch.  Brother 
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Smith  was  a  faithful,  active  worker  in  the  Church  and 
was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Since  his  death  we 
have  reorganized  that  branch  in  order  to  keep  the  work 
going  that  Brother  Smith  labored  so  hard  to  start.  May 
the  Lord  bless  that  branch  with  its  new  leaders,  that 
they  might  continue  in  the  spirit  of  this  great  work. 

We  welcome  inio  ihe  fold  through  the  waters  of 
baptism,  the  following:  Floyd  N.  Moore,  Lavina  Fain 
Lee,  James  Willis  Sullivan  and  Harrison  C.  Smith.  May 
the  Lord  bless  these  good  people  in  their  endeavors  to 
search  out  and  live  by  the  truth. 

Elders  Stephensen  and  Cope  report  good  success  in 
their  labors  in  Canon  City.  It  was  their  privilege  to 
show  the  lectures  on  the  Indian  Ruins  to  the  Lions 
Club.  This  offered  them  a  wonderful  opportunity  to 
explain  Mormonism  to  the  leading  business  men  of  that 
city. 

Sisters  Hart  and  Heath  are  enjoying  their  work, 
here  in  Pueblo  with  the  activity  that  comes  through 
the  Primary  work.  These  sisters  are  to  be  complimented 
on  their  good  work  the  past  year.  One  lady,  who  a 
few  months  ago  did  not  want  her  children  to  attend 
Primary,  has  recently  offered  her  home  to  these 
sisters  to  come  and  hold  Primary  when  they  are  unable 
to  hold  it  elsewhere. 

As  the  old  year  has  slipped  by  and  the  new  one  is 
well  on  its  way,  we  are  encouraged  with  the  bright 
prospects  in  this  district  for  success  this  year. 

TRANSFERS 

Anna  Rogers,  from  West  Nebraska  to  Scottsfcluff  Dist. 
Ellen  L.  Maughan,  from  New  Mexico  to  West  Nebraska. 
RELEASES 

Presley  D.  Pace,  of  Lincoln  Dist.  — Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 
Pearl  G.  Larson,  of  Scottsbluff  Dist. -Home,  Burley,  Ida. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 


VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT  :-D.  C.  Loveland,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the 
sight  of  God,  for  behold,  the  Lord  your  Redeemer, 
suffered  death  in  the  flesh,  wherefore  he  suffered  thei 
pain  of  all  men,  that  all  men  might  repent  and  come 
unto  Him." -Doc.  &  Cov.  18:10-12. 

With  this  thought  in  mind  about  fifty  men  and 
women  have  accepted  the  call  to  do  part  time  mis¬ 
sionary  work  among  their  neighbors  and  friends.  They 
realize  the  source  of  the  divine  words  the  "Worth  of 
Souls."  They  know  the  joy  that  has  come  into  their 
lives  by  putting  into  practice  ihe  truths  which  have 
been  given  us  by  our  Savior,  which  if  lived  by 
everyone  would  quickly  eradicate  the  troubles,  un¬ 
rest,  and  clouds  of  war  which  seem  to  hang  so  heavily 
over  the  world. 

Shouldn't  we  work  with  greater  zeal  and  more  en¬ 
thusiasm  than  ever  before  to  bring  men  to  repentance, 
that  the  Son  of  God  might  come  and  reign  per¬ 
sonally  over  us? 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT: -Vernon  H.  Peterson, 
President. 

New  ways  and  methods  of  expounding  the  Gospel 
are  ofiered  ihe  missionaries  every  day.  Sister  Sadye 
A.  Lewis,  a  lady  missionary  from  Provo,  Utah  had 
a  thrilling  climax  to  her  work  in  Roanoke,  before  be¬ 
ing  transferred  to  North  Carolina.  The  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Belmont  Christian  Church  requested  her 
to  speak  to  them  at  one  of  their  meetings.  An  entire 
class  period  was  allotted  to  her  upon  her  acceptance, 
and  she  portrayed  some  of  the  truths  that  Mormonism 
has  to  offer,  also  gave  a  summary  of  the  way  in  which 
the  L.  D.  S.  Missionary  system  is  organized  and  func¬ 
tions.  Many  questions  were  asked  and  discussed,  and 
a  great  deal  of  literature  was  distributed  to  those 
desiring  further  information. 

The  affairs  in  Virginia  West  are  running  along 
smoothly.  Elders  Peterson  and  Jex,  under  the  new 


order  systemtized  by  President  Tew,  have  been  visiting 
each  pair  of  missionaries  for  the  betterment  of  the 
district.  All  missionaries  are  enthusiastic  in  their 
efforts  to  further  the  Lord's  work  in  this  part  of  the 
vineyard. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT :-E.  J.  Whiting, 
President. 

During  the  month  of  January  the  missionaries  of 
this  district  have  been  busily  engaged  in  their  various 
activities,  and  all  report  a  renewed  spirit  in  their 
work  and  callings. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  during  the  month  a 
Mutual  Improvement  and  Priesthood  class  has  been 
started  in  the  Hundred  Branch,  and  the  people  of  this 
small  community  seem  to  be  supporting  these  new 
organizations  very  well. 

Elders  Haddock  and  Judd  are  now  working  in 
Fairmont  and  feel  that  the  people  of  the  branch  are 
supporting  them  much  better  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  renewed  spirit  among  the  members.  Eiders  Hughes 
and  Greenwood  in  New  Martinsville  report  good  at¬ 
tendance  at  all  their  Church  services.  Elders  Michael- 
son  and  Hopkin  are  starting  a  new  field  of  labor  in 
Romney.  Elders  Whiting  and  Webb  are  now  laboring 
in  McMechen. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICTED.  K.  Schiess, 
President. 

Obstacles  at  times  seem  insurmountable  to  the 
missionary,  but  the  darkness  clears  as  his  determina¬ 
tion  increases  to  execute  the  responsibility  resting  upon 
his  shoulders.  It  has  well  been  said  that  the  individual 
is  no  larger  than  the  obstacles  he  conquers.  Notable 
figures  in  the  past  have  proven  this  beyond  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt.  We  too  can  make  our  lives  more  noble 
and  sublime  by  the  conquest  of  difficulties. 

The  missionaries  of  the  West  Virginia  South  District 
have  as  their  motto,  "Preparation  precedes  power,"  and 
by  being  prepared  we  are  able  to  conquer  the  ob¬ 
stacles  that  seem  insurmountable. 

Elders  D.  K.  Schiess  and  C.  A.  Glenn  had  the 
opportunity  of  eplaining  some  principles  of  the  Gospel 
to  a  man  from  the  West.  After  a  very  interesting  dis¬ 
cussion  he  stated  that  the  Mormon  Church  is  the 
greatest  organized  body  of  people  in  the  world  and 
whatever  they  set  out  to  do  they  finish. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing  and  we  are 
thankful  for  the  opportunity  of  representing  so  great 
a  cause. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Elworth  Y.  Crossley, 
President. 

"And  when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he 
goeth  before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him:  for 
they  know  his  voice.  And  a  stranger  will  they  not 
follow,  but  will  flee  from  him  /  for  they  know  not 
the  voice  of  a  stranger." —  John  10:45. 

Just  as  in  the  days  of  the  Savior  when  the  sheep 
recognized  his  voice,  so  today  those  who  are  seeking 
the  truth  know  the  voice  of  the  true  shepherd  who 
teaches  the  word  of  the  Lord. 

Elders  Grandy  and  Allen  were  preaching  on  the  street 
in  Winchester.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  young 
man  came  up  and  introducing  himself  said:  "Three 
months  ago  I  was  converted  to  a  certain  church,  but 
now  I  can't  believe  some  of  their  teachings  for  they 
do  not  conform  with  the  Bible.  I've  been  searching 
for  ihe  truth  for  some  time,  and  although  you  are 
the  first  "Mormons"  I've  heard,  your  doctrine  sounds 
truer  than  anything  I've  listened  to." 

The  young  man  was  invited  to  attend  the  Sunday 
services.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  attending  regu¬ 
lar  and  are  seriously  investigating  the  Gospel. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Clair  Turley,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

As  part  of  the  year  of  1939  is  now  passed  behind  us 
it  lends  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  missionaries 
the  importance  of  grasping  every  opportunity  we  have 
of  carrying  the  Gospel  unto  the  children  of  Israel  who 
are  treading  the  paths  of  darkness. 

We  are  being  ably  assisted  by  Jessie  Stayton,  Henry 
Rakes,  Guy  Galloway,  Wilby  Ray,  Roy  Wiles  and 
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William  Decker,  all  of  whom  have  accepted  a  call 
to  do  part  time  missionary  work  in  and  around 
Bradfordsville. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

Missionary  work  in  the  East  Tennessee  District  has 
been  steadily  going  forward  with  great  zeal  and 
energy  in  the  interest  of  all  mankind. 

Each  pair  of  missionaries  report  an  increase  of 
friends  in  the  fields  of  their  labors.  The  fair  metropolis 
of  Kingsport  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  L.  D.  S. 
missionaries  are  actively  engaged  in  building  Zion  in 
that  vicinity. 

The  district  appreciated  the  visit  of  President  Wm.  T. 
Tew  over  a  three-day  period.  Two  conference  sessions 
were  held  in  Chattanooga,  on  January  22,  and  many 
words  of  instruction  and  doctrine  were  delivered. 
Between  the  sessions  Brother  W.  S.  Higginson  opened 
his  home  for  an  Elders'  report  and  testimonial  meeting. 
A  conference  session  ensued  at  Knoxville,  Monday  night 
January  23,  which  was  attended  by  many  from  distant 
places,  and  a  final  session  was  held  in  Kingsport  on 
January  24. 

Those  who  attended  in  spite  of  unfavorable  weather, 
realized  the  value  of  their  membership  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  these  latter  days. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  Wallace  Wightman, 
President. 

"Strait  is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the  way  which 
leadeth  unto  life  and  few  there  be  that  find  it."  We 
are  glad  to  say  that  those  few  who  have  found  the 
light  are  becoming  more  receptive  to  church  work 
and  missionary  labors. 

Memphis  Branch  alone  has  18  local  missionaries, 
called  to  aid  in  meetings  and  searching  for  those1 
hungering  for  truth  and  light.  Since  a  very  successful 
three-session  conference  on  January  15,  1939,  we  find 
a  wonderful  change,  probably  because  of  the  '’■'spiritual 
enlightenment  received  from  our  beloved  President 
Wm.  T.  Tew.  One  cottage  meeting  had  been  the 
only  accomplishment  outside  of  general  meetings, 
whereas  we  now  have  a  cottage  meeting  every  night 
during  the  week  and  usually  a  film  lecture  preceding. 

Branch  leaders  have  been  chosen  and  set  apart  and 
are  working  very  attentively.  James  A.  Walker  has 
been  made  branch  president,  Leland  M.  Bevell  first 
and  Robert  S.  King  second  counselors.  The  Lord's 
many  blessings  have  been  showered  down  upon  us. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT:  -  Ralph  T.  Jones, 
President. 

"Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel," 
are  words  which  our  missionaries  are  fulfilling.  Thei 
Elders  and  lady  missionaries  of  this  district  are  doing 
their  part.  At  Wilmington  Sisters  Sadye  Lewis  and 
Emma  Payne  are  working  hard  to  have  a  bigger  and 
better  Relief  Society.  Elders  Varion  C.  Hodgkinson 
and  Leon  Kearl  are  reporting  much  success  with  their 
work,  especially  with  their  cottage  meetings. 

On  Harker's  Island  Elders  Thomas  M.  Ewell  and 
Eldin  Ricks  report  much  success  holding  study  classes 
in  the  homes  of  the  Saints.  They  are  arousing  much 
interest  in  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

In  Rocky  Mount  we  were  able  to  present  the  dis¬ 
trict  quartette  over  the  radio  station.  The  quartette 
consists  of  O'Neil  Sainsbury,  Curtis  Fillmore,  Jerald 
G.  Rowan,  and  Ralph  Jones. 

Elder  Sainsbury  has  been  assigned  the  task  of  placing 
the  transcriptions  of  the  "Fullness  of  Times"  before 
the  people  of  this  district. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  WEST  DISTRICT :- Frank  L. 
Walker,  President. 

Greetings  again  to  the  Latter-day  Saints: 

North  Carolina  West  has  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
The  greatest  blessing  perhaps,  is  our  association  with 
one  another  in  the  light  of  truth. 

The  Elders  and  lady  missionaries  were  privileged  to 
meet  together  again  in  a  joyous  session  of  district  con¬ 
ference.  At  the  meeting  held  at  Winston-Salem  much 
time  was  devoted  to  instructions  on  correct  and  effec¬ 


tive  methods  of  record  keeping  for  permanent  files 
in  the  district. 

General  conference  was  held  the  following  day  and 
as  ever,  was  a  source  of  soul  satisfaction  to  its  par¬ 
ticipants. 

Similar  conferences  were  held  locally  by  Elders 
Mumford  and  Walker  at  Kannapolis,  Charlotte  and 
Roxboro.  By  actual  figures,  the  attendance  at  the 
meetings  was  above  any  held  during  the  past  year. 
A  great  movement  seems  to  be  underway  throughout 
the  district,  and  it  is  distinctly  one  of  progress.  More 
attendance  is  noted,  more  tithing  paid,  and  because 
of  the  Saints  seeing  the  need  of  Church  participation, 
several  new  organizations  of  Sunday  School  and 
Mutual  Improvement  Associations  are  being  perfected. 

We  stand  for  greater  efforts  to  bring  more  souls 
to  the  knowledge  of  God's  truths  as  we  have  them  in 
the  restoration  of  the  everlasting  Gospel.  We  are 
using  every  honorable  means  to  this  end,  and  re¬ 
joice  in  our  association  with  the  Saints  and  send  our 
blessings  to  all. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Wm.  Frank  Adams,  from  Delta,  Utah,  to  East  Tennessee. 
Dee  Clayburn,  from  Heber  City,  Utah,  to  West  Tenn. 
Grace  Julander  Dalton,  from  Marysvale,  Utah,  to  Office. 
TRANSFERS 

Lena  Page,  from  W.  Va.  So.,  Dist.  to  Va.  E.  Dist. 

Ellen  Cahoon,  from  Va.  E.  Dist.,  to  W.  Va.  So.  Dist. 
Sadye  Lewis,  from  Va.  W.  Dist.,  to  N.  C.  E.  Dist. 
Lorna  Hull,  from  N.  C.  E.  Dist.,  to  Va.  West  Dist. 
Agnes  Bennet,  from  W.  Tenn.  Dist.,  to  Office. 

Emma  Parry,  from  W.  Tenn.  Dist.  to  N.  C.  E.  Dist. 
C.  Robert  Bishop,  from  Va.  E.  Dist.,  to  Office. 
Preston  C.  Affleck,  from  W.  Va.  So.  Dist.  to  Ky.  West. 
Orval  Mecham,  from  Ky.  W.  Dist.,  to  Va.  E.  Dist. 

Leonard  Mikesell,  from  Ky.  West  Dist.,  to  Va.  East  Dist. 
Lynn  Cullimore,  from  E.  Tenn.,  to  W.  Va.  So.  Dist. 
Erma  Louise  Adams,  from  Office  to  W.  Tennessee  Dist. 
Vera  Healey,  from  W.  Tenn.,  to  W.  Va.  So.  Dist. 
J.  Wayne  Curtis,  from  W.  Va.  No.,  to  Va.  West  Dist. 

George  H.  Biggs,  from  W.  Va.  North,  to  East  Ky.  Dist. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Erma  Louis  Adams  -  Assistant  Recorder. 

Clair  Turley -District  President,  W.  Kentucky  District. 
Agnes  Bennet  — Assistant  Recorder. 

RELEASES 

Donald  G.  Lee,  of  East  Ky. -Home,  Panaca,  Nevada. 
A.  Morris  Jensen,  of  Va.  E.  — Home,  Moroni,  Utah. 
Fern  Jensen,  of  Va.  E.-Home,  Moroni,  Utah. 

Merlene  Tew,  of  W.  Va.  So.  — Home,  Office. 

Helen  Tew,  of  N.  C.  E.  — Home,  Office. 

SHERMAN  H.  DANGERFIELD,  Mission  Secretary 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

SOUTH  FLORIDA  DISTRICT :- Lynn  C.  Markham,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

For  several  months  the  Miami  Elders  have  been 
presenting  a  30  minute  radio  program  over  WKAT  at 
4:30  to  5:00  P.  M.  Elder  Eccles  and  President  Mark¬ 
ham  took  the  new  transcriptions  on  "The  Fullness  of 
Times"  to  the  radior  station  expecting  to  have  them 
broadcasted  at  the  same  hour.  After  listening  to  only 
15  minutes  of  the  first  episode,  Mr.  Olsen,  the 
announcer,  asked  us  when  we  intended  to  have  this 
program  broadcasted.  We  told  him  that  we  supposed 
it  would  be  at  the  regular  time.  He  paused  and  then 
said,  "No,  that  time  of  day  is  not  good  enough.  We 
will  change  it  to  9:30  to  10:00  P.  M.  We  are  giving 
you  the  best  half-hour  on  our  program  schedule,  for 
a  program  such  as  this  deserves  only  the  best."  It 
really  gave  us  a  thrill  to  see  such  an  interest.  We 
feel  that  these  programs  will  be  a  means  of  bringing 
many  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 
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Through  ihe  efiorts  of  Billy  Hemrick,  a  member  who 
attends  the  Robert  E.  Lee  Junior  High  School  in 
Miami,  Elders  Oleen  Adams  and  Samuel  Eccles  were 
privileged  to  present  the  film  lectures  "Landmarks  of 
Church  History"  and  "Before  Columbus"  lo  several 
classes  of  students.  The  lectures  were  very  well  re¬ 
ceived.  The  Elders  report  that  the  teachers  and  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  school  are  listening  attentively  to  the 
"Fullness  of  Times"  program. 

The  lady  missionaries,  Sister  Zella  Scott  and  Cora* 
Griffin  had  an  amusing  experience  while  tracting 
in  Fort  Lauderdale.  They  met  a  couple  who  were 
visiting  from  the  north  and  were  having  an  enjoyable 
gospel  conversation  with  them  until  they  mentioned 
the  word  "Mormon."  The  lady  missionaries  remarked: 
"If  we  had  been  in  their  house  they  would  have  put 
us  out.  They  called  us  frauds  because  we  had  told 
them  we  were  representatives  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 


is  that  he  might  have  joy"  by  our  efforts  and  labors 
as  missionaries  in  this  great  latter-day  work.  We 
rejoice  with  other  missionaries  in  the  privilege  and 
calling  that  we  have.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  has 
certainly  been  with  us  in  our  efforts  to  spread  the 
message  of  truth  throughout  the  South. 

We  have  arranged  for  two  radio  stations  to  present 
the  new  dramatic  series,  "The  Fullness  of  Times." 
Elders  Vernon  B.  Parker,  Ray  G.  Jones,  and  Ferris  F. 
Johnson  made  arrangements  with  radio  station  WAYX, 
Waycross,  Georgia  to  continue  the  weekly  program 
with  the  new  transcribed  series  instead  of  the  regular 
gospel  discussions.  Elders  Ralph  J.  Hill  and  Ross  Flake 
arranged  for  a  new  program  over  one  of  the  largest 
stations  in  the  far-south,  Station  WTOC,  a  Columbia 
Network  affiliate,  in  Savannah,  Georgia.  These  new 
programs  are  being  favorably  received  in  both  places, 
and  many  fine  contracts  are  being  made  through  the 
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Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  instead  of  saying  the 
Mormon  Church." 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT Albert  F.  Davis, 
President. 

"And  they  went  forth,  and  preached  everywhere, 
the  Lord  working  with  them,  and  confirming  the  word 
with  signs  following." —  Mark  16:20. 

Elders  Antone  Webb,  Ray  G.  Jones,  and  Pres.  Albert 
F.  Davis  report  the  following  experience:  "We  were 
called  to  administer  to  a  young  man  who  had  contracted 
a  dreaded  disease.  Doctors  had  previously  given  up 
hope  for  his  recovery  and  his  mother  said  that  he 
was  dying  when  we  administered  to  him.  Four  days 
later  the  young  man  was  able  to  leave  his  bed." 

Elder  James  F.  Weaver  reports  splendid  success  in 
his  work  through  his  acquaintances  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
in  Columbus,  Miss.  He  has  been  refereeing  their 
basketball  games,  has  given  several  lectures,  and  is 
now  organizing  a  Bible  class  among  his  acquaintances 
there. 

Elders  Ferron  R.  Jones  and  Eldon  V.  Carter  report 
fine  success  in  tracting  and  visiting  investigators.  At 
one  of  their  meetings  investigators  bring  written  ques¬ 
tions  for  the  Elders  to  answer. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT:  - 

It  has  been  wisely  said:  "Joy  is  not  in  things,  it 
is  in  us."  We  are  certainly  finding  proof  that  "Man 


quality  and  arrangement  of  this  program. 

Elders  Claude  D.  Williamson  and  Steven  C.  Brown, 
laboring  in  Valdosta  and  Quitman  Branch,  report  that 
the  work  is  progressing  in  an  excellent  manner  there. 
They  report  that  more  than  half  of  those  attending 
meetings  are  investigators. 

We  hail  the  New  Year  with  resolutions  to  make  it 
a  banner  year  in  the  history  of  our  District  Organiza¬ 
tion.  Our  aim:  "A  job  for  every  man,-  a  man  for 
every  job." 

NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT:  -  Clayton  T.  Vawdrey, 
President. 

With  the  assistance  of  Brother  A.  P.  King,  a  local 
missionary  of  Townley,  Alabama,  a  fine  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Townley  School  Auditorium  by  Elders 
Eames,  Layton  and  Vawdrey.  Elder  Clayton  T. 
Vawdrey  gave  a  talk  on  the  "Plan  of  Salvation"  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  lecture  "King  of  Kings”  and  recordings 
of  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  Choir  and  Organ.  In  spite 
of  the  cold,  stormy  weather  n  large  crowd  of  friends 
and  investigators  attended  this  program. 

Elders  Eames  and  Penrod  while  laboring  in  Gadsden, 
report  the  following:  "A  good  Sister  of  the  Church 
was  suddenly  stricken  with  paralysis  and  soon  became 
unconscious.  The  doctor  had  done  all  in  his  power 
lo  bring  her  back  to  consciousness,  but  since  she  was 
72  years  of  age  there  was  little  hope  given  for  her 
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recovery.  The  Elders  were  called  in  to  administer 
to  her.  As  we  administered  to  her  for  the  third 
time  she  had  regained  her  strength  enough  to  talk 
and  taking  each  Elder  by  the  hand  she  proclaimed : 
*1  want  to  tell  you  all  while  we  are  here  together 
that  nothing  short  of  God’s  power  has  strengthened 
me.  I  know  it!  And  I  do  know  that  through  the 
power  of  the  Priesthood  my  life  has  been  spared.’  " 
SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT:  -  Seldon  S.  Bridges, 
President. 

"And  the  poor  and  the  meek  shall  have  the  gospel 
preached  unto  them,  and  they  shall  be  looking  forth 
for  the  time  of  my  coming  for  it  is  night  at  hand.’’ 
"Blessed  are  the  poor  who  are  pure  in  heart,  whose 
hearts  are  broken,  and  whose  spirits  are  contrite,  for 
they  shall  see  the  kingdom  of  God  coming  in  power 
and  great  glory  unto  their  deliverance,-  for  the  fatness 
of  the  earth  is  theirs."  — D.  8c  C.  35:15/  56:18. 

This  was  the  Lord's  declaration  and  promise  to  his 
children  throughout  the  world  in  his  last  dispensation. 
And  how  beautifully  this  promise  has  been  fulfilled 
when  the  Master  directed  his  servants  to  the  home 
of  this  aged  and  humble  sister: 

For  a  long  time  Sister  Hattie  Stokes  has  been  listen¬ 
ing  with  great  eagerness  to  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
stored  truth  as  they  were  introduced  and  explained 
by  the  missionaries.  Since  she  is  unable  to  read  and 
is  paralyzed  on  the  left  side  of  her  body,  she  has 
found  it  doubly  hard  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel.  The  road  seemed  long  and  hard  to  both  the 
missionaries  and  herself.  While  visiting  her  one  day 
and  speaking  on  the  sacrifices  that  some  of  the  humble 
latter-day  servants  have  been  called  to  make,  she, 
with  clouded  vision  and  tears  trickling  down  her 
cheeks  exclaimed,  "I  want  to  be  baptized,  for  I  know 
it  is  the  truth." 

In  the  Columbia  chapel  on  January  27,  1939  a  baptis¬ 
mal  service  was  held  in  which  Sister  Stokes,  at  the  age 
of  71  was  baptized  by  Elder  Seldon  S.  Bridges.  Be¬ 
fore  her  baptism  she  was  unahle  to  stand  without 
someone  assisting  her.  After  the  baptism  she  was  able 
to  walk  with  the  aid  of  a  cane.  Such  a  miraculous 
occurrence  was  faith  promoting  to  all  who  beheld  it. 
As  she  was  leaving  the  chapel  to  go  to  her  home  in 
Camden,  one  of  the  brothers  said,  "Goodby,  Sister 
Stokes,  may  the  Lord  bless  you."  She  replied, 
"Goodbye  Brother,  I  hope  to  see  you  again  soon.  If 
not  I'll  see  you  in  heaven." 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Leonard  Howes,  from  Roy,  Utah,  to  South  Carolina  Dist. 
Robert  L.  Sweeten,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  S.  Georgia  D. 
Stanley  DelMar  Arnell,  from  Logan,  Utah,  to  Fla.  Dist. 
Isaac  B.  Holt,  from  Blanding,  Utah,  to  Mississippi  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Lloyd  T.  Kidd,  from  So.  Carolina  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Charles  S.  Lee,  from  Mississippi  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Weldon  B.  Cragun,  from  Mission  Office  to  Miss.  Dist. 
Ray  G.  Jones,  from  So.  Georgia,  to  N.  Mississippi  Dist. 
Owen  W.  Poulson,  from  Mission  Office  to  So.  tla.  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Charles  S.  Lee  appointed  Mission  Recorder,  Commis- 
sarian,  Mission  Supervisor  of  Priesthood. 

Lloyd  T.  Kidd  appointed  Mission  Treasurer,  Mission 
Supervisor  of  Genealogy. 

RELEASES 

Wallace  C.  Hannah,  of  Miss. -Home  Charleston  S.  C. 

RAY  L.  JONES,  Mission  Secretary 


He  who  is  not  able  to  abide  the  law  of  a  celestial 
kingdom  cannot  abide  a  celestial  glory.  And  he  who 
cannot  abide  the  law  of  a  terrestrial  kingdom  cannot 
abide  a  terrestrial  glory.  And  he  who  cannot  abide 
the  law  of  a  telestial  kingdom  cannot  abide  a  telestial 
glory/  therefore  he  is  not  meet  for  a  kingdom  of  glory. 
Therefore  he  must  abide  a  kingdom  which  is  not  a 
kingdom  of  glory.  — Doc.  8c  Cov.  88:22-24. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 

EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT Carlos  W.  Stone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"The  manager  of  the  Paramount  theatre  here  was  so 
impressed  with  the  short  subject  he  ran,  entitled  'The 
Miracle  of  Salt  Lake,'  that  we  were  able  to  place  with 
him  a  Book  of  Mormon."  This  information  was  handed 
in  by  Elder  Clayton  W.  Stout,  laboring  in  Nacog¬ 
doches,  Texas,  and  is  typical  of  the  favorable  com¬ 
ments  received  from  people  regarding  this  film.  Sev¬ 
eral  also  have  commented  on  the  History  of  the 
Church,  transcription  records  of  which  are  being  broad¬ 
cast  over  the  Kilgore  radio  station. 

Surely  it  pays  to  "let  our  light  so  shine."  Elder 
Evan  Skeen  reports  that  in  six  hours  tracting,  he  and 
his  companion  received  six  invitations  in.  Two  of 
the  six  were  because  of  impressions  received  while 
attending  funerals  conducted  by  Mormon  Elders.  They 
said  that  the  spirit  and  manner  of  conducting  was 
so  different  from  that  of  others  they  had  attended. 

Elder  Asael  Dilworth,  having  obtained  a  projec¬ 
tion  machine,  slates  that  he  has  already  obtained 
regular  cottage  meetings  by  showing  the  film  slide 
"King  of  Kings."  We  are  thankful  for  the  equip¬ 
ment  and  material  our  Church  has  armed  us  with. 

We  want  to  thank  our  two  Sisters  Tilano,  who  have 
so  faithfully  and  untiringly  taught  the  Gospel  to  their 
neighbors  and  who  have  made  it  possible  for  us  to 
hold  a  cottage  meeting  with  fifteen  investigators  at¬ 
tending.  After  our  meeting  was  over,  we  were  in¬ 
vited  to  hold  meetings  in  the  homes  of  three  of  the 
fifteen  who  attended  our  meeting.  This  meeting  was 
held  by  missionaries  who  are  teaching  school  in 
Kelsey,  Texas. 

We  are  glad  to  receive  into  the  Church  through 
baptism,  William  H.  Hooper. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Elder  Raymond  M.  Holt, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"The  several  Elders  composing  the  Church  are  to 
meet  in  Conference  once  in  three  months  or  from 
lime  to  lime  as  said  conferences  shall  direcl  or  ap¬ 
point;  and  said  conferences  are  to  do  whatever  Church 
business  is  necessary  to  be  done  at  the  time."  — Doc. 
8c  Cov.  20:61-62. 

We  have  had  the  privilege  the  past  month  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  Texas  Mission  President,  ElRay  L.  Christiansen 
here  at  Fort  Worth  for  district  conference.  Two  ses¬ 
sions  were  held,  both  being  well  attended.  Il  is  very 
evident  that  the  people  are  greatly  benefitted  by  these 
meetings.  The  Lord  gives  commandments  which,  if 
obeyed,  will  inevitably  bring  happiness.  Missionary 
meetings  were  also  held  at  this  time.  One  of  the 
most  glorious  times  in  the  life  of  a  missionary  is  in 
missionary  meeting.  No  one  need  be  told  the  Lord 
is  for  us  because  his  presence  can  be  felt  by  all. 

Missionary  experience  reported  by  Elder  V.  W. 
Facker:  "Last  Monday  a  Baptist  minister  of  Wichita 
Falls,  who  is  attending  the  Baptist  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Fort  Worth,  called  to  see  us,  seeking  in¬ 
formation  concerning  the  life  of  Joseph  Smith.  He 
told  us  they  were  studying  the  lives  of  great  re¬ 
ligious  leaders.  We  supplied  him  with  sufficient 
reading  material  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  life 
of  the  Prophet  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  Church. 
Upon  returning  the  book,  he  expressed  himself  as 
having  found  valuable  points  on  character  and  ef¬ 
ficiency.  He  was  also  desirous  of  learning  more  of 
our  missionary  system,  Church  organization,  etc. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT; -Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  assembled  in  Houston, 
January  14  and  15  for  leadership  convention.  Two 
sessions  of  this,  conducted  before  the  officers  and 
teachers  and  branch  membership  at  Houston,  demon¬ 
strated  correct  and  incorrect  ways  of  conducting  meet¬ 
ings  and  church  programs.  The  missionaries  are  tak¬ 
ing  the  ideas  presented  back  to  the  smaller  local 
organizations  where  they  work. 
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The  idea  of  the  convention  was  adapted  to  the 
Sunday  afternoon  missionary  meeting  where  two  skits 
were  presented  showing  how  a  missionary  might  be¬ 
gin  his  mission  with  rebellion  and  disobedience  and 
end  in  failure,  or  begin  with  humility  and  obedience 
leading  to  success.  Other  skits  also  demonstrated 
the  method  of  preparing  and  conducting  a  Bible 
class  with  investigators.  The  greatest  weakness  in 
these  is  failure  to  prepare  and  consequent  dullness 
of  the  class,  which  destroys  all  interest.  Success  can 
only  be  had  when  the  investigators  are  led  to  ex¬ 
press  their  problems  and  opinions.  This  cannot  be 
brought  about  by  a  dry  reading  of  one  scripture  after 
another,  but  must  be  done  by  careful  questioning  and 
leading  statements  that  bring  problems  which  are 
solved  by  resorting  to  the  scriptures.  This  can  be 
done  only  after  careful  planning  and  study  by  the 
missionary  conducting.  Each  time  a  given  subject  is 
approached  it  should  be  treated  as  if  for  the  first  time. 

Too  often  we  think  that  because  we  have  spoken 
on,  or  discussed  a  subject  twenty  or  thirty  times,  it 
needs  no  more  preparation.  When  this  is  the  attitude, 
we  leave  out  just  a  little  more  each  time  and  go 
around  in  a  circle  that  grows  ever  smaller  until  wei 
have  nothing  but  false  self-assurance  to  support  us. 
We  must  prepare  if  we  are  to  teach.  Such  was  the 
theme  of  the  missionary  meeting. 

We  wish  to  welcome  into  the  Church,  through  bap¬ 
tism,  the  following  members  of  Williamson  Branch: 
Delmar  Portie,  Samuel  Portie,  Jr.,  and  Alvis  Cooper 
Wright. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Burton  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

It  takes  courage  to  succeed,  and  determination  tem¬ 
pered  with  love  to  remain  firm  in  one's  convictions. 

We  welcome  the  following  who  have  been  con¬ 
verted  to  the  principles  of  the  Restored  Gospel: 
Marvin  Dewey  Edgar,  Eula  May  Morgan  Edgar,  Mar¬ 
vin  Jr.  Edgar,  Clarence  Ellis  Hull  and  Mary  Etta 
Barfield  Hull,  baptized  by  Elder  Gail  P.  Hendricksen/ 
Margaret  Louise  Edgar,  baptized  by  Elder  Orvel  J. 
Hansen;  and  Charles  Craver  Ricker  and  Carolyn  Imo- 
gene  Ricker,  baptized  by  Elder  Howard  Albrechtsen. 

A  person  can  often  judge  the  worth  of  a  righteous 
movement  in  any  locality  by  the  opposition  it  brings 
forth.  At  any  rate,  an  outside  power  seemed  de¬ 
termined  to  discourage  and  dishearten  the  first  five 
mentioned  people  within  a  week  after  they  were 
baptized.  Two  ministers  of  their  former  faith  made  a 
special  trip  from  Houston  (150  miles)  and  endeavored 
to  show  them  that  they  had  made  a  terrible  mistake. 
In  the  two  hours'  discussion  that  followed  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Elders  G.  P.  Hendricksen  and  O.  J.  Hansen, 
the  testimonies  of  these  new  members  were  *  greatly 
strengthened  as  they  witnessed  that  Truth  will  stand 
and  beautify  itself  in  the  face  of  opposition. 

Four  missionaries  in  San  Antonio  witnessed  re¬ 
cently  the  marvelous  healing  of  a  little  boy  by  the 
name  of  Gene  L.  Byers,  a  member  of  the  Church.  A 
few  minutes  before  a  prearranged  meeting  on  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  at  the  Byers'  home,  Elders  Jensen  and  Orme 
were  asked  to  administer  to  the  boy  who  was  lying 
on  the  bed  ill.  Within  a  few  seconds  he  sat  up  on 
the  bed  and  made  this  startling  statement:  "Mother, 
I  am  alright,"  and  after  this  commenced  playing 
with  his  toys  on  the  floor. 

Elder  Burton  Morgan  was  called  to  the  bedside  of 
Kelley  Gene  Shaw,  a  three-year-old  boy  suffering 
from  diphtheria  at  his  home  in  Kenedy,  Texas,  Janu¬ 
ary  15.  The  doctor  in  charge  of  the  case  had  given 
up  hope  for  his  recovery.  He  began  to  show  signs 
of  improvement  soon  after  being  administered  to  by 
Elder  Morgan  and  Brother  Charley  Shaw,  and  through 
the  power  of  the  Priesthood  and  the  faith  of  those 
concerned,  the  graciousness  of  the  Lord  was  shown. 
The  boy  is  well  now. 

Missionary  meetings  are  being  held  regularly  with 
those  laboring  in  the  district.  These  are  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  overcoming  defects  and  improving  the  work. 
We  know  the  Lord  will  help  us  only  when  we  make 
some  effort  to  help  ourselves. 


NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  H.  Mar- 
chant,  President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

We  as  missionaries  of  the  North  Louisiana  District 
wish  to  report  that  we  are  enjoying  much  success 
and  happiness  as  is  attested  by  the  following  from 
the  missionaries : 

Elders  Rean  B.  Bisel  and  J.  Roger  Hanson  report 
that  they  are  being  received  very  favorably  in  Winn- 
field,  after  having  several  rebuffs.  They  are  now 
able  to  hold  a  cottage  meeting  almost  very  night 
of  the  week. 

Elders  Leland  N.  Peterson  and  Alfred  W.  Bush  re¬ 
port  the  following:  "We  were  invited  to  participate 
on  the  program  of  the  local  high  school  science  club. 
There  we  had  the  opportunity  of  presenting  'Forgotten 
Empires'  before  a  group  of  64  students  and  teachers. 
Immediately  after,  a  teacher  in  the  archeological  de¬ 
partment  commented  very  favorably  on  the  film  lec¬ 
ture,  and  added  even  more  tangible  significance  by 
exhibiting  his  own  beautiful  collection  of  ancient  In¬ 
dian  pottery  and  relics  taken  from  pre-historic  Indian 
mounds.  We  were  asked  many  questions  and  were 
invited  to  present  the  supplementary  film  the  next 
time  the  club  meets." 

"The  Lord  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wondeis 
to  perform." 

Elders  Charles  H.  Marchant  and  Melvin  D.  Rogers 
report  the  following:  "Recently  we  were  making  a 
trip  to  Monroe,  Louisiana.  Elder  Marchant  had  diffi¬ 
culty  getting  rides.  It  was  getting  dusk  and  he  had 
only  gotten  half  way  to  Monroe.  At  last  I  received 
another  ride.  In  conversing  with  the  driver,  he  asked 
me  who  I  was  and  where  I  was  going.  I  told  him. 
As  it  got  darker,  it  commenced  raining  and  I  began 
to  wonder  where  I  could  stay  for  the  night.  The 
man  introduced  himself  to  me  as  Mr.  Franklin.  He 
said  that  he  knew  the  Elders  35  years  ago  and  that 
I  was  welcome  to  spend  the  night  with  him.  We  had 
a  very  good  Gospel  conversation  before  retiring.  In 
the  morning,  I  left  with  him  and  his  family  a  Book 
of  Mormon,  and  they  extended  me  an  invitation  to 
return  at  any  time." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  at  this  time  to  Sis¬ 
ter  James  E.  Connor  and  family.  Brother  Connor 
passed  away  January  15,  1939.  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  Winnfield  Sunday  School. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Gearld  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  express  their  ap¬ 
preciation  for  having  the  privilege  of  laboring  in  this 
part  of  God's  vineyard,  for  they  are  having  many 
and  varied  opportunities  to  lift  their  voices  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  Restored  Gospel. 

Elders  Lloyd  L.  Karren,  J.  T.  Spencer  and  Gearld 
Neal  had  the  opportunity  to  explain  some  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Gospel  to  the  minsiter  of  one  of  the 
prominent  Churches  of  New  Orleans,  whose  interest 
had  been  aroused  to  the  point  that  he  attended  our 
Sunday  School.  The  Apostasy  and  Restoration  was  ex¬ 
plained  to  him.  He  left  with  a  number  of  pamphlets 
and  tracts  and  expressed  the  desire  to  know  more 
concerning  the  Mormon  position. 

A  similar  experience  was  enjoyed  by  Elder  J.  B. 
Scollick  in  Baton  Rouge.  He  was  invited  to  the  home 
of  some  friends  in  their  trading  district  to  meet  the 
minister  of  these  people.  After  a  conference  which 
lasted  four  hours,  the  minister  was  left  in  doubt  as 
to  his  own  authority  and  position. 

In  the  early  part  of  January,  President  Neal  called 
all  the  missionaries  together  and  a  series  of  con¬ 
ferences  was  held  throughout  the  district.  Saints, 
friends  and  investigators  gathered  to  the  well-attended 
meetings  to  hear  the  messages  of  life  assuring  truths 
delivered  by  the  missionaries.  Not  only  did  the  at¬ 
tendants  rejoice,  but  also  the  missionaries,  for  they 
were  brought  to  realize  more  fully  the  many  promises 
given  to  those  who  publish  glad  tidings. 

The  conference  tour  has  acted  as  a  stimulant  to  the 
missionaries  in  their  activities,  the  distribution  of 
Books  of  Mormon  has  increased  this  past  month  as 
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well  as  progress  being  made  in  the  various  other 
activities. 

We  are  indeed  happy  in  the  thought  that  we  are 
messengers  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Orville  S.  Johnson,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  S.  Texas. 
Ward  M.  Hicken,  from  Alberta,  Canada,  to  S.  Texas. 
Emerson  Kennington,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  S.  Texas. 
Wallace  G.  Trottier,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  S.  Texas. 
Geo.  S.  Tanner,  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.  (transferred  from 
Canadian  Mission),  to  South  Texas  District. 

Cecil  J.  Harper,  from  Lava  Hot  Springs,  Idaho,  (trans¬ 
ferred  from  Canadian  Mission),  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Wm.  B.  Hall,  from  South  Texas  to  East  Texas  District. 
Woodard  Evans,  from  South  Texas  to  East  Texas  Dist. 
Vaughn  S.  Crane,  from  South  Texas  to  East  Texas  Dist. 
N.  P.  Anderson,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
Winafred  Lake,  from  South  Texas  to  South  Louisiana. 
Hazel  Ferrell,  from  South  Louisiana  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Emma  Stuart,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  District. 
Wallace  G.  Trottier,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
Wanda  Clark,  from  North  Texas  to  Mission  Office. 
Hugh  T.  Stanford,  from  Mission  Office  to  N.  Louisana. 
LeGrande  Sadler,  from  N.  Louisiana  to  Mission  Office. 
RELEASES 

Lillian  A.  Jensen -Home,  Sandy,  Utah. 

Blanche  Baylis  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Phebe  A.  Robinson,  Home  -  Providence,  Utah. 

Meldon  L.  Karren,  Home —  Lewiston,  Utah. 

Vaughn  W.  Packer,  Home  -  Preston,  Idaho. 

J.  LAMAR  SHELLEY,  Mission  Secretary. 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Delmer  L.  Olson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  806  Houston  Street,  Laredo,  Texas. 

"Have  ye  any  that  are  sick  among  you?  Bring 
them  hither.  Have  ye  any  that  are  lame,  or  blind, 
or  halt,  or  maimed,  or  leprous,  or  that  are  deaf, 
or  that  are  afflicted  in  any  manner?  Bring  them 
hither  and  I  will  heal  them,  for  I  have  compassion 
upon  you,  my  bowels  are  filled  with  mercy." -B.  of  M. 
3  Nephi  17:7. 

Even  though  these  words  were  spoken  by  our  Sa¬ 
vior  to  the  Nephite  and  Lamanite  people  long  ago 
they  ring  true  to  the  descendants  of  these  same  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  day. 

After  two  years  of  total  blindness  Brother  Enrique 
Vasquez  was  taken  to  the  hospital  to  have  cataracts 
removed  from  his  eyes.  Little  hope  was  given  for  the 
recovery  of  his  eyesight.  For  ten  days  Elders  Olson 
and  Smith  and  Sisters  Burt  and  Patterson,  the  local 
missionaries,  took  turns  sitting  by  his  bedside.  For 
twenty-five  more  days  Brother  Vasquez  was  led  around 
with  bandages  over  his  eyes  and  then  they  were  re¬ 
moved.  His  faith  and  prayers  were  answered  and  once 
more  the  beautiful  world  can  be  enjoyed  by  him. 
Several  months  before  being  operated  on  for  his  eye¬ 
sight,  Brother  Vasquez  was  striken  with  a  skin  disease 
and  his  whole  body  was  a  mass  of  raw  flesh.  There 
had  been  very  little  hope  for  him,  but  through  the 
prayers  and  fasting  of  the  members,  his  body  was 
made  whole  again. 

In  Mercedes  Elders  Chantrill  and  Flake,  upon  ar¬ 
riving  at  a  cottage  meeting  found  the  lady  of  the 
house  very  ill  and  at  her  request  she  was  adminis¬ 
tered  to.  For  eight  days  she  was  in  a  semi-conscious 
condition  with  doctors  giving  her  little  hope  for  re¬ 
covery,  but  by  the  mercy  of  our  Savior,  she  is  re¬ 
covering  rapidly  and  her  husband  says  they  are 
both  ready  for  baptism  as  soon  as  we  will  receive 
them. 

Not  only  does  the  Lord  remember  his  children  in 


their  afflictions  but  in  their  daily  walks  of  life  as 
well.  Elder  Olson  reports  that  during  a  recent  tour 
of  the  district  he  had  stood  on  the  highway  for  some 
four  hours/  darkness  was  fast  approaching  and  one 
hundred  miles  yet  remained  between  him  and  his 
destination  when  a  young  salesman  who  had  passed 
by  returned,  picked  him  up  and  upon  learning  his 
occupation  went  fifty  miles  out  of  his  way  to  bring 
this  Elder  to  his  destination,  and  then  wanted  to  pay 
for  the  Book  of  Mormon  which  was  offered  in  pay¬ 
ment.  This  was  the  first  time  the  young  man  had 
ever  met  a  Mormon  missionary. 

We  missionaries  of  the  South  Texas  District  are 
thankful  for  our  health,  friends  and  above  all,  for  the 
privilege  we  have  of  spreading  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel  among  the  Lamanites. 

ARIZONA  DISTRICT: -Daniel  N.  Smith,  Presidenl, 
255  North  Main,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

It  is  with  happiness  and  thanksgiving  that  we  re¬ 
port  the  recent  progress  of  the  Arizona  district.  All 
who  are  acquainted  with  our  teachings  know  that 
"Mormonism  is  progression,"  so  when  we  report  ad¬ 
vancement,  we  are  proud  that  we  can  say  it  was 
done  in  that  true  Latter-day  Saint  feeling  of  better¬ 
ing  our  cause. 

Elders  Carlos  P.  Cutler  and  T.  Matthew  Rees  who 
are  working  in  the  Douglas  and  Bisbee  territory  en¬ 
courage  us  with  late  notice  that  their  Sunday  School 
is  growing  in  numbers  and  interest.  They  have  found 
it  necessary  to  divide  one  of  the  classes  and  have 
appointed  a  chorister  who  is  adding  much  to  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  the  singing.  Sister  Rosalie  Lillywhite, 
appointed  to  this  position,  had  previously  been  going 
to  school  in  Nogales.  These  Elders  have  found  the 
slide-lecture  very  beneficial  in  building  up  good  cot¬ 
tage  meetings.  They  are  convinced  that  it  provides 
a  more  profound  interest  and  lays  a  better  base  for 
our  doctrines. 

Nogales,  one  of  the  most  tranquil  and  peaceful  of 
our  border  cities,  retains  within  its  bounds  the  in¬ 
terests  and  activities  of  Elders  J.  Harold  Call  and 
Don  Fogg  Harris.  The  mission  has  made  an  effort 
to  locate  and  use  all  those  eligible  for  local  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  The  Elders  are  thankful  for  two  local 
missionaries  who  are  working  in  conjunction  with 
them  towards  having  a  larger  Sunday  School  on  the 
Meican  side  of  the  national  border.  Both  of  these 
local  brethren  are  Mexican  citizens  and  are  not  pro¬ 
hibited  the  privilege  of  doing  active  missionary- 
work  in  Mexico  as  are  our  Elders  who  are  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales.  Even  though  the  Elders  have 
to  confine  their  work  to  the  comparatively  smaller 
Mexican  population  of  the  American  side,  they  are 
leading  the  mission  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  and 
are  among  those  at  the  top  in  hours  of  missionary 
work. 

For  Brother  Francisco  Duarte  of  Nogales,  recently 
baptized  and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  in 
the  Nogales  Branch,  we  wish  the  very  best  in  his 
new  life,  and  pray  God's  choicest  blessings  on  him. 

To  the  loved  ones  of  Sister  Melquiades  Matis  de 
Aguilar  who  was  buried  Christmas  day,  we  extend 
our  deepest  sympathy.  Sister  Aguilar  was  of  Nogales. 

In  Tucson  are  laboring  Elders  Dan  N.  Smith,  Joseph 
W.  Sharp,  and  Sisters  Della  Wilson  and  Geneva  Horn- 
berger.  Elders  Smith  and  Sharp  are  busying  them¬ 
selves  with  slide  lectures  and  rural  work  while  Sis¬ 
ters  Wilson  and  Hornberger  have  a  number  of  Pri¬ 
maries  and  care  for  a  large  part  of  the  city  work. 

The  members  of  our  Branch  in  Tucson  should  be 
highly  complimented  and  encouraged  for  their  earnest 
efforts  to  hold  themselves  together.  We  have  no 
chapel  and  there  is  nothing  here  to  be  rented.  After 
much  planning,  several  Spanish  suppers  and  other 
activities,  we  are  now  ready  and  awaiting  permis¬ 
sion  to  build  our  own  chapel  here. 

Each  and  every  one  of  the  missionaries  in  this 
district  bear  witness  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has 
guided  him  and  that  it  has  been  manifest  in  fur¬ 
thering  the  Gospel  to  the  Lamanites  of  this  locality. 
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CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT:  -  Eugene  Morris,  President 
461  North  Rowan  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Maybe  the  Lord  moves  slowly  according  to  our 
measurement  of  things,  but  he  always  moves.  We 
missionaries  of  the  Spanish  American  Mission  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  have  found  this  to  be  very  true.  At  times  when 
we  try  to  check  up  to  see  how  much  we  have  ac¬ 
complished,  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  marked  prog¬ 
ress.  Maybe  that's  because  we  are  here  all  the  time. 
When  we  leave  home  for  a  short  time  and  then  re¬ 
turn,  it  seems  as  though  everything  has  changed.  We 
really  can  see  a  difference  in  things.  It  is  the  same 
here  in  the  mission  field/  if  we  were  to  leave  and 
return  in  a  short  time  the  changes  and  the  progress 
that  are  taking  place  lsowly  but  surely,  would  be 
surprising  to  us. 

The  main  thing  to  mention  in  Los  Angeles  is  our 
new  chapel  which,  it  seems,  has  had  more  effect  upon 
the  Saints  than  anything  else  in  bringing  them  closer 
together;  it  has  renewed  their  ambition  and  interest 
toward  the  Gospel.  They  are  buckling  in  now 
with  a  stronger  desire  to  promote  the  teaching  of 
the  everlasting  Gospel  of  which  they  have  strong 
testimonies.  Our  chapel  is  also  doing  a  good  deal 
of  advertising  to  our  investigators  and  friends. 

Elders  Olsen  and  Goaslind  in  San  Diego  have  been 
very  fortunate  in  that  the  chapel  there  is  being  re¬ 
modeled.  It  will  be  a  commodious  structure  when 
finished,  and  will  undoubtedly  help  those  in  San 
Diego  as  our  chapel  is  helping  us  here. 

Elders  Ranney  and  Packer  are  getting  a  foot-hold 
in  San  Bernardino  now  and  things  are  also  beginning 
to  look  very  promising  there. 

Sisters  Brown  and  Schwendiman  have  been  quite 
busy  as  usual  in  Los  Angeles.  They  have  accom¬ 
panied  the  Elders  to  quite  a  number  of  cottage  meet¬ 
ings,  thus  having  a  chance  to  use  their  Spanish.  After 
holding  several  meetings  in  the  home  of  a  large  fam¬ 
ily  here,  the  lady  of  the  house  told  the  lady  mission¬ 
aries  that  the  few  cottage  meetings  held  there  had 
done  more  to  bring  happiness  and  joy  into  their 
home  than  anything  else.  She  also  said  she  was 
very  anxious  to  have  us  continue  our  services. 

Since  ihe  beginning  of  ihe  New  Year  nine  souls 
have  accepted  baptism  in  the  Los  Angeles  Branch. 
They  are:  Isabel  Rebecca  Gonzalez;  Fred  Frank  Doug¬ 
lass,  Ernesto  Gonzales,  Vicente  Pena,  Ruben  Pena,- 
Virginia  Betencourt,  Carlos  Villalobos,  and  Macrena 
Cardenas  de  Ramos.  We  welcome  these  new  mem¬ 
bers  into  the  Church  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  ever 
belss  them. 

The  members  and  missionaries  feel  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord  upon  them  and  are  very  grateful  for  the 
Gospel  and  the  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  others. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Cyril  B.  Cluff,  Jr.,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  El  Paso,  Tex. 
Adrienne  Elizabeth  Willis,  from  Grantsville,  Utah,  to 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Vonza  Whitmore,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  Del  Rio, 
Texas. 

Wilmer  Porter  May,  from  Kane,  Wyo.,  to  Fabens,  Tex. 
Margaret  Geneva  Hornberger,  from  Macleod,  Alberta, 
Canada,  to  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Joseph  Selzo  Sanchez,  from  Denver,  Colo.,  to  Mer¬ 
cedes,  Texas. 

TRANSFERS 

Gilbert  McDougal,  to  Houston  Texas. 

Floyd  E.  Hayes,  to  Del  Rio,  Texas. 

Ivan  Stahle,  to  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Blanche  Swasey,  to  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

Pauline  Mickelsen,  to  Del  Rio,  Texas. 

Della  Wilson,  to  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Eugene  F.  Olsen,  to  San  Diego,  California. 

Val  B.  Despain,  to  Dallas  Texas. 

Dellis  B.  Johnson,  to  Dallas,  Texas. 

Wilbur  L.  Ranney,  to  San  Francisco,  California. 

Edith  Ball,  to  Mission  Office. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Donna  Tolboe- Senior  Companion  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 


Florence  H.  Pratt  — Senior  Companion  at  Albuquerque, 
New  Mexico. 

Glenn  L.  Bott- President  New  Mexico  District. 
RELEASES 

Clara  Martinez,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas  — Home,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  California. 

Corine  Lambert,  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico -Home, 
Kamas,  Utah. 

J.  Raymond  Hemingway,  of  Bisbee,  Arizona -Home, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Emma  Ruth  Salazar,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

IVAN  L.  CLUFF,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 

SOUTH  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT: -Moni  G.  Kenney, 
President,  15  6th  Avenue  S.  E.,  Rochester,  Minnesota. 

"Seek  to  bring  forth  and  establish  my  Zion.  Keep 
my  commandments  in  all  things.  And,  if  you  keep 
my  commandments  and  endure  to  the  end  you  shall 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SOUTH  MINNESOTA 
DISTRICT  IN  CONFERENCE  IN 
MINNEAPOLIS,  JANUARY  29-31. 


have  eternal  life,  which  gift  is  the  greatest  of  all  the 
gifts  of  God." 

This  was  the  theme  of  our  district  conference  which 
we  held  in  Minneapolis  on  January  28,  29  and  30. 
All  missionaries  of  the  district  were  in  attendance 
and  had  ihe  opportunity  of  speaking  on  some  com¬ 
mandment  of  God  at  one  of  ihe  three  public  ses¬ 
sions  of  conference  which  were  held  Sunday,  Jan.  29. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  we  feel  to 
thank  God  for  the  inspirational  messages  which  were 
delivered.  It  is  indeed  a  joy  and  testimony  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  at  these  gatherings  and 
see  the  spiritual  growth  and  development  of  the 
missionaries  since  our  last  conference.  An  inspira¬ 
tional  testimony  meeting  was  held  at  the  Mission 
Home,  Monday  morning  before  we  returned  to  our 
fields  of  labor. 

Elders  Donal  Mumford  and  Edwin  Lee  Dial  are 
laboring  in  Winona,  Minnesota.  Elder  Dial  is  our 
latest  arrival  in  the  district  and  we  are  more  than 
happy  to  welcome  him  into  our  ranks  and  pray  God's 
blessings  on  him  throughout  his  mission.  These  breth¬ 
ren  have  been  working  to  get  a  program  on  their 
local  radio  station.  On  February  5th  their  efforts 
were  rewarded  and  they  were  permitted  to  present 
a  half  hour  program  of  transcribed  Organ  and  Choir 
music.  The  following  day  these  Elders  were  inter¬ 
viewed  over  this  same  station  by  the  announcer.  We 
hope  and  pray  that  this  program  may  continue  and 
thus  enable  them  to  use  the  radio  as  a  means  of 
taking  the  gospel  message  into  the  homes  of  the 
people. 

Elders  Raymond  King  and  Arvil  Wadley,  with  Sis- 
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ters  Nellie  Taylor  and  Maurine  Abbott,  are  laboring 
al  Faribault,  Minnesota.  The  sisters  have  started  a 
Primary  and  it  is  growing  and  making  very  fine 
progress.  The  Elders  recently  contacted  the  people 
at  the  high  school  and  were  invited  to  show  the  films 
"Forgotten  Empires"  and  "Before  Columbus"  to  some 
history  classes.  We  feel  sure  that  this  will  prove  to  be 
a  very  worthwhile  opportunity. 

Elders  Eldon  Crandall  and  Frank  Houston,  with 
Sisters  Jennie  Hope  and  LaPreal  Peterson  are  working 
in  North  Minneapolis,  where  they  report  fine  progress 
in  their  Sunday  School  as  well  as  in  their  contact 
work.  The  past  few  weeks  they  have  had  many 
opportunities  to  hold  cottage  meetings  and  present  the 
story  of  the  visions  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  by 
using  the  new  projection  and  sound  equipment. 

President  Mont  Kenney  and  Elder  Ashby  Robison  are 
laboring  at  Rochester,  Minnesota.  From  their  report 
we  quote:  "We  have  found  great  joy  in  our  trading 
and  the  cottage  meetings  we  have  been  able  ot  hold. 
There  are  four  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  here  at  the 
present  time  receiving  medical  care  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic.  It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  see  the  cheer 
and  comfort  that  comes  to  Latter-day  Saints  to  find 
Elders  of  the  Church  here  who  can  visit  them  and 
administer  to  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
all  thank  God  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  for  his 
blessings  to  us  and  for  the  success  we  have  in  our 
labors.  We  send  greetings  to  our  companions  through¬ 
out  the  world.  May  God  bless  us  all  in  his  work." 

SASKATCHEWAN  DISTRICT:  -  Victor  Waddoups, 
President,  Suite  1,  Adaire  Apartments,  Regina,  Sask. 

In  the  Saskatchewan  District  only  four  missionaries 
are  now  laboring.  Elder  and  Sister  Victor  Waddoups, 
Elder  Cal  H.  Cornia  and  Elder  Adam  Welling,  but 
though  our  numbers  are  few  the  spirit  of  missionary 
work  is  great  and  many  are  now  investigating  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel. 

"Let  the  Holy  Spirit's  promptings  be  your  daily* 
constant  guide."  The  Saskatchewan  missionaries  are 
striving  to  so  order  their  lives  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  their  guide  for  many  are  the  incidents  which 
testify  to  them  that  the  Spirit  does  guide  if  we  will 
but  heed  its  promptings. 

One  day  while  trading,  Elder  and  Sister  Waddoups 
contacted  a  gentleman  who  felt  he  wanted  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  any  religion.  He  did  not  care 
to  talk  to  them  but  they  felt  prompted  to  put  forth 
extra  effort  to  interest  him.  They  were  unsuccessful 
and  at  last  they  had  to  leave.  They  traded  the  next 
house  but  the  people  were  not  at  home  and  once 
more  as  they  reached  the  sidewalk  they  felt  the  nec¬ 
essity  of  returning  to  the  first  house.  They  stood  there 
for  some  minutes  discussing  the  matter  but  finally  de¬ 
cided  it  would  be  foolish  to  return.  They  started 
down  the  street  but  had  not  gone  far  when  this  same 
gentleman  came  calling  them  and  invited  them  in. 
He  had  been  telling  his  wife  what  the  missionaries 
had  said  and  she  sent  him  out  to  find  them  for  she 
felt  she  was  interested  in  their  message.  Had  the 
promptings  not  come  to  the  missionaries  they  un¬ 

doubtedly  would  have  gone  on  and  would  have  been 
out  of  sight  when  he  came  looking  for  them.  This 

fine  woman  who  that  day  felt  a  desire  to  hear  the 

truth  has  since  that  time  been  an  earnest  and  sincere 
investigator  and  now  feels  that  we  were  sent  that 

day  to  bring  her  the  true  Gospel  message. 

Sister  and  Elder  Waddoups  recently  had  an  experi¬ 
ence  which  proves  that  often  times  the  Gospel  seed 
is  sown  and  lakes  root  in  unsuspected  and  unknown 
places.  One  day  they  went  to  visit  an  investigator. 
They  found  visiting  there  three  other  ladies,  one  from 
the  United  States.  The  two  Canadian  women  seemed 
pleased  to  to  have  an  opportunity  to  talk  to  Mormon 
missionaries,  for  they  felt  confident  they  could  show 
the  investigator  where  the  missionaries  were  entirely 
wrong  and  that  she  should  return  to  their  church. 
The  first  point  they  brought  up  for  discussion  was 
the  Godhead.  Next  they  attacked  celestial  marriage 
and  baptism  for  the  dead,  and  our  contention  that 
Jesus,  after  his  death  and  before  his  ascension  to 


the  Father,  was  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  paradise. 
The  discussion  was  long  and  very  thorough.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  the  investigator  was  more  convinced  than 
ever  that  she  was  doing  right  in  accepting  the  truths 
we  were  offering.  We  took  no  thought  concerning 

the  lady  who  was  visiting  from  the  United  States. 

She  took  no  part  in  the  discussion  and  showed  no 
signs  of  interest,  However,  some  lime  afterward  she 
wrote  her  friend  (our  investigator)  requesting  her  to 
ask  the  missionaries  to  write  out  for  her  the  things 

they  had  said  in  defense  of  our  faith,  for  she  said 

ft  was  the  most  reasonable  and  beautiful  doctrine  she 
had  heard  taught. 

Truth  had  found  its  way  into  the  heart  of  this  good 
woman  because  she  was  sincerley  seeking  it. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Claude  B.  Jardine,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Lake  District. 
Edwin  Lee  Dial,  from  Shelley,  Idaho,  to  S.  Minnesota. 
Dean  Crosby  Gardner,  from  Pine  Valley,  Utah,  to 
Milk  River  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Thomas  Dyches,  form  South  Minnesota  to  North  Dakota. 
David  W.  Smith,  from  South  Minnesota  to  North  Minn. 
J.  Frank  Houston,  from  Office  to  South  Minnesota  Dist. 
Aleia  Nelson,  from  North  Minnesota  to  Yellov/stone. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ralph  W.  Kendell- President  North  Dakota  District. 
RELEASES 

Harvey  Gardner,  of  N.  Dak.  — Home,  Solomonville,  Ariz. 
Daris  Olsen,  of  Milk  River  — Home,  Hazelton,  Idaho. 


THE  BUILDING  OF  CHARACTER 
By  MYRNA  BLACK,  East  Central  States  Mission 

The  highest  of  all  arts  is  the  art  of  living  well.  The 
art  of  building  a  beautiful  character.  Character  is 
essentially  what  man  is  because  of  his  experiences 
in  life.  It  represents  the  sum  total  of  his  choices. 

Beginning  in  early  childhood  we  each  commence 
the  erection  of  a  building.  The  durability,  usefulness 
and  beauty  of  this  building  will  depend  on  the 
choices  we  make  in  life. 

The  beauty  of  sculpture,  painting  or  music  does 
not  compare  with  the  beauty  of  a  well  spent  life. 
We  cannot  all  be  great  artists  or  musicians.  We  each 
have  our  talents.  But  who  is  there  who  cannot  live 
his  life  well  if  he  really  tries.  If  we  would  all  obey 
the  commandment,  "Be  ye  perfect  even  as  your  Father 
in  heaven  is  perfect,"  it  would  make  earth  a  paradise. 

The  life  of  youth  is  a  fairy  land  of  possibilities - 
doing  things  is  the  key  to  growth.  Maybe  we  fail 
the  frist  time,  but  that  failure  makes  us  bigger  and 
better  men  and  women.  The  man  who  fails  but 

tries  again  — who  fails  but  in  humility  and  with  faith 
and  prayer  and  much  effort  is  able  to  rise,  is  a 

man  worth  knowing  and  is  admired  by  all. 

We  have  only  one  life  to  live,  one  character  to 

build.  In  the  not  distant  future  we  are  going  to 
meet  and  answer  some  of  the  greatest  questions  in 

history.  Much  will  depend  upon  our  decisions.  Let 
us  choose  well. 

He  who  would  build  a  worthy  character  must 

cultivate  love,  love  for  the  beautiful  and  true.  On 
the  other  hand  he  must  safeguard  against  the 

passions  of  hate.  Anger,  hate,  jealously  and  bitter¬ 
ness  if  not  controlled  take  up  their  abode  together 

in  the  soul.  These  are  the  emotions  that  controlled 
those  who  were  cast  out  of  God's  presence.  He  does 
not  like  them.  We  do  not  like  them.  We  refuse 
to  associate  with  people  who  allow  their  lives  to  be 
governed  by  them.  It  is  clear  that  they  stand  in  the 
way  of  our  progress  — hinder  us  in  attaining  Salvation 
and  thus  become  our  enemies. 

Let  us  build  character  and  achieve  success  by  living 
well,  by  laughing  often,  by  gaining  the  respect  of  our 
fellow  men,  by  seeking  the  best  in  others  and  giving 
the  best  we  have. 
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lers  Nellie  Taylor  and  Maurine  Abbott,  are  laboring 
at  Faribault,  Minnesota.  The  sisters  have  started  a 
Primary  and  it  is  growing  and  making  very  fine 
progress.  The  Elders  recently  contacted  the  people 
at  the  high  school  and  were  invited  to  show  the  films 
"Forgotten  Empires"  and  "Before  Columbus"  to  some 
history  classes.  We  feel  sure  that  this  will  prove  to  be 
a  very  worthwhile  opportunity. 

Elders  Eldon  Crandall  and  Frank  Houston,  with 
Sisters  Jennie  Hope  and  LaPreal  Peterson  are  working 
in  North  Minneapolis,  where  they  report  fine  progress 
in  their  Sunday  School  as  well  as  in  their  contact 
work.  The  past  few  weeks  they  have  had  many 
opportunities  to  hold  cottage  meetings  and  present  the 
story  of  the  visions  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  by 
using  the  new  projection  and  sound  equipment. 

President  Mont  Kenney  and  Elder  Ashby  Robison  are 
laboring  at  Rochester,  Minnesota.  From  their  report 
we  quote:  "We  have  found  great  joy  in  our  tracting 
and  the  cottage  meetings  we  have  been  able  ot  hold. 
There  are  four  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  here  at  the 
present  time  receiving  medical  care  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic.  It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  see  the  cheer 
and  comfort  that  comes  to  Latter-day  Saints  to  find 
Elders  of  the  Church  here  who  can  visit  them  and 
administer  to  them  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  We 
all  thank  God  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  for  his 
blessings  to  us  and  for  the  success  we  have  in  our 
labors.  We  send  greetings  to  our  companions  through¬ 
out  the  world.  May  God  bless  us  all  in  his  work." 

SASKATCHEWAN  DISTRICT:  -  Victor  Waddoups, 
President,  Suite  1,  Adaire  Apartments,  Regina,  Sask. 

In  the  Saskatchewan  District  only  four  missionaries 
are  now  laboring.  Elder  and  Sister  Victor  Waddoups, 
Elder  Cal  H.  Cornia  and  Elder  Adam  Welling,-  but 
though  our  numbers  are  few  the  spirit  of  missionary 
work  is  great  and  many  are  now  investigating  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel. 

"Let  the  Holy  Spirit's  promptings  be  your  daily’ 
constant  guide."  The  Saskatchewan  missionaries  are 
striving  to  so  order  their  lives  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  their  guide  for  many  are  the  incidents  which 
testify  to  them  that  the  Spirit  does  guide  if  we  will 
but  heed  its  promptings. 

One  day  while  tracting,  Elder  and  Sister  Waddoups 
contacted  a  gentleman  who  felt  he  wanted  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  any  religion.  He  did  not  care 
to  talk  to  them  but  they  felt  prompted  to  put  forth 
extra  effort  to  interest  him.  They  were  unsuccessful 
and  at  last  they  had  to  leave.  They  traded  the  next 
house  but  the  people  were  not  at  home  and  once 
more  as  they  reached  the  sidewalk  they  felt  the  nec¬ 
essity  of  returning  to  the  first  house.  They  stood  there 
for  some  minutes  discussing  the  matter  but  finally  de¬ 
cided  it  would  be  foolish  to  return.  They  started 
down  the  street  but  had  not  gone  far  when  this  same 
gentleman  came  calling  them  and  invited  them  in. 
He  had  been  telling  his  wife  what  the  missionaries 
had  said  and  she  sent  him  out  to  find  them  for  she 
felt  she  was  interested  in  their  message.  Had  the 
promptings  not  come  to  the  missionaries  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  would  have  gone  on  and  would  have  been 
out  of  sight  when  he  came  looking  for  them.  This 
fine  woman  who  that  day  felt  a  desire  to  hear  the 
truth  has  since  that  time  been  an  earnest  and  sincere 
investigator  and  now  feels  that  we  were  sent  that 
day  to  bring  her  the  true  Gospel  message. 

Sister  and  Elder  Waddoups  recently  had  an  experi¬ 
ence  which  proves  that  often  times  the  Gospel  seed 
is  sown  and  lakes  root  in  unsuspected  and  unknown 
places.  One  day  they  went  to  visit  an  investigator. 
They  found  visiting  there  three  other  ladies,  one  from 
the  United  States.  The  two  Canadian  women  seemed 
pleased  to  to  have  an  opportunity  to  talk  to  Mormon 
missionaries,  for  they  felt  confident  they  could  show 
the  investigator  where  the  missionaries  were  entirely 
wrong  and  that  she  should  return  to  their  church. 
The  first  point  they  brought  up  for  discussion  was 
the  Godhead.  Next  they  attacked  celestial  marriage 
and  baptism  for  the  dead,  and  our  contention  that 
Jesus,  after  his  death  and  before  his  ascension  to 


the  Father,  was  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  paradise. 
The  discussion  was  long  and  very  thorough.  The  re¬ 
sult  was  the  investigator  was  more  convinced  than 

ever  that  she  was  doing  right  in  accepting  the  truths 
we  were  offering.  We  took  no  thought  concerning 

the  lady  who  was  visiting  from  the  United  States. 
She  took  no  part  in  the  discussion  and  showed  no 

signs  of  interest,  However,  some  time  afterward  she 
wrote  her  friend  (our  investigator)  requesting  her  to 
ask  the  missionaries  to  write  out  for  her  the  things 
they  had  said  in  defense  of  our  faith,  for  she  said 

il  was  the  most  reasonable  and  beautiful  doctrine  she 
had  heard  taught. 

Truth  had  found  its  way  into  the  heart  of  this  good 
woman  because  she  was  sincerley  seeking  it. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Claude  B.  Jardine,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Lake  District. 
Edwin  Lee  Dial,  from  Shelley,  Idaho,  to  S.  Minnesota. 
Dean  Crosby  Gardner,  from  Pine  Valley,  Utah,  to 
Milk  River  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Thomas  Dyches,  form  South  Minnesota  to  North  Dakota. 
David  V/.  Smith,  from  South  Minnesota  to  North  Minn. 
J.  Frank  Houston,  from  Office  to  South  Minnesota  Dist. 
Aleia  Nelson,  from  North  Minnesota  to  Yellowstone. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ralph  W.  Kendeli  —  President  North  Dakota  District. 
RELEASES 

Harvey  Gardner,  of  N.  Dak.  — Home,  Solomonville,  Ariz. 
Daris  Olsen,  of  Milk  River  — Home,  Hazelton,  Idaho. 


THE  BUILDING  OF  CHARACTER 
By  MYRNA  BLACK,  Easi  Central  States  Mission 

The  highest  of  all  arts  is  the  art  of  living  well.  The 
art  of  building  a  beautiful  character.  Character  is 
essentially  what  man  is  because  of  his  experiences 
in  life.  It  represents  the  sum  total  of  his  choices. 

Beginning  in  early  childhood  we  each  commence 
the  erection  of  a  building.  The  durability,  usefulness 
and  beauty  of  this  building  will  depend  on  the 
choices  we  make  in  life. 

The  beauty  of  sculpture,  painting  or  music  does 
not  compare  with  the  beauty  of  a  well  spent  life. 
We  cannot  all  be  great  artists  or  musicians.  We  each 
have  our  talents.  But  who  is  there  who  cannot  live 
his  life  well  if  he  really  tries.  If  we  would  all  obey 
the  commandment,  "Be  ye  perfect  even  as  your  Father 
in  heaven  is  perfect,"  it  would  make  earth  a  paradise. 

The  life  of  youth  is  a  fairy  land  of  possibilities  — 
doing  things  is  the  key  to  growth.  Maybe  we  fail 
the  frist  time,  but  that  failure  makes  us  bigger  and 
better  men  and  women.  The  man  who  fails  but 

tries  again  — who  fails  but  in  humility  and  with  faith 
and  prayer  and  much  effort  is  able  to  rise,  is  a 

man  worth  knowing  and  is  admired  by  all. 

We  have  only  one  life  to  live,  one  character  to 

build.  In  the  not  distant  future  we  are  going  to 
meet  and  answer  some  of  the  greatest  questions  in 

history.  Much  will  depend  upon  our  decisions.  Let 
us  choose  well. 

He  who  would  build  a  worthy  character  must 

cultivate  love,  love  for  the  beautiful  and  true.  On 
the  other  hand  he  must  safeguard  against  the 

passions  of  hate.  Anger,  hate,  jealously  and  bitter¬ 
ness  if  not  controlled  lake  up  their  abode  together 

in  the  soul.  These  are  the  emotions  that  controlled 
those  who  were  cast  out  of  God's  presence.  He  does 
not  like  them.  We  do  not  like  them.  We  refuse 
to  associate  with  people  who  allow  their  lives  to  be 
governed  by  them.  It  is  clear  that  they  stand  in  the 
way  of  our  progress  — hinder  us  in  attaining  Salvation 
and  thus  become  our  enemies. 

Let  us  build  character  and  achieve  success  by  living 
well/  by  laughing  often;  by  gaining  the  respect  of  our 
fellow  men,-  by  seeking  the  best  in  others  and  giving 
the  best  we  have. 


Mission  Miscellanea 


Missionaries  and  Subscribers  — Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 


OUR  FIRST  ESTATE 


By  DONALD  C.  THORESEN,  Soulhern  States  Mission 

At  one  time  there  was  a  grand  council  held  in 
heaven,  at  which  we  were  in  attendence.  There 
we  were  told  of  a  plan  that  our  Father  had  for  us, 
which  would  greatly  change  our  trend  of  existence. 
The  plan  was  this:  We  were  to  leave  our  first 
estate,  the  abode  of  spirits,  and  go  to  our  second 
estate,  where  we  would  receive  an  earthly  taber¬ 
nacle  from  eathly  parents.  There  we  would  be 
tried,  to  see  if  we  would  do  whatsoever  our  Father 
comanded  us  to  do.  It  was  planned  that  when  we 
left  our  first  estate  recollection  of  the  past  should 
be  taken  from  us  so  we  would  be  free  to  choose  good 
or  evil.  A  promise  was  given  unto  us  that  through 
obeying  the  terms  of  this  plan,  we  would  eventually 
receive  a  fullness  of  jo y. 

Though  we  fully  realized  the  chance  we  were 
taking,  we  were  glad  to  accept  it,  for  by  no  other 
means  could  we  gain  a  fullness  of  joy  and  become 
perfect.  When  we  heard  the  plan  we  sang  together  and 
shouted  for  joy.  (Job  38:7.) 

Our  Father  told  us  that  because  of  sin  a  Redeemer 
would  be  necessary  and  asked  for  volunteers. 

Lucifer,  Son  of  the  Morning,  a  proud,  brilliant  spirit 
came  before  the  Father  and  said,  "Behold,  here  am 
I,  send  me,  I  will  be  thy  son,  and  I  will  redeem 
all  mankind,  that  one  soul  shall  not  be  lost,  and 
surely  I  will  do  it,  wherefore  give  me  thine  honor." 

Then  said  the  Beloved  Son  of  God,  our  Elder 
Brother,  "Father,  thy  will  be  done,  and  the  glory 
be  thine  forever."  Our  Father  was  displeased  with 
Lucifer's  plan  for  it  would  have  taken  away  man's  free 
agency.  Therefore  the  plan  of  the  Beloved  Son  was 
accepted. -P.  of  G.  P.  Moses  4:1-4. 

Because  of  this  Lucifer  drew  one  third  of  the 
hosts  of  heaven  to  his  side,  and  they  openly  re¬ 
belled  against  God.  We  read  in  Revelation,  "And 
there  was  war  in  heaven :  Michael  and  his  angels 
fought  against  the  dragon,  and  the  dragon  fought  and 
his  angels  and  prevailed  not,  neither  was  their  place 
found  anymore  in  heaven." -Rev.  12:7-8.  Yes  Luci¬ 
fer  and  his  followers  were  cast  out  of  heaven,  as 
Jude  records,  "The  angels  which  kept  not  their 
first  estate,  but  left  there  own  habitations,  he  hath 
reserved  in  everlasting  chains." —  Jude  6. 

We  who  are  now  mortal  were  the  morning  stars 
that  sang  together,  and  the  sons  of  God  who  shouted 
for  joy. -Job  38:7.  "According  as  he  hath  chosen  us 
in  him  before  the  foundations  of  the  world."  Eph.  1:4. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  we  read  that  God 
made  all  things  that  are  upon  the  earth.  Then  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image.  But  in  the  second 
chapter  of  Genesis  the  first  verse  we  read:  "Thus  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the 

hosts  of  them . Every  plant  of  the  field 

before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb  of  the  field 
before  it  grew  .  .  .  and  there  was  not  a  man  to 

till  the  ground."  And  then  in  the  seventh  verse  we 
read.  "And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust 
of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul." 
The  first  creation  mentioned  was  a  spiritual  creation. 
The  second  reference  was  to  a  physical  creation. 

Yes  we  were  all  there  in  heaven,  in  our  first  pri- 
mevial  childhood.  Our  Father  in  Heaven  has  seen 
fit  from  time  to  time  to  reveal  to  righteous  men, 


knowledge  of  that  pre-mortal  estate.  The  Lord  spoke 
unto  Jeremiah  saying: 

"Before  I  formed  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee, 
and  before  thou  earnest  forth  out  of  the  womb  I 
sanctified  thee,  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet  unto 
the  nations." —  Jeremiah  1:5. 

To  Job's  testimony  on  this  subject  we  have  already 
referred. 

Few  will  doubt  that  the  Savior  had  a  first  or  pre¬ 
existent  estate,  for  that  point  is  very  plain  even 
to  the  casual  reader  of  the  Scripture. 

And  Paul  tells  us,  "Furthermore  we  have  had  fathers 
of  our  flesh  which  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them 
reverence,  shall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  subjection 
unto  the  Father  of  Spirits  and  live?"-Heb.  12:9. 
"For  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our 
being,  as  certain  also  of  your  own  poets  have  said, 
For  we  are  also  his  offspring.  For  in  as  much  then 
as  we  are  the  offspring  of  God,  we  ought  not  to 
think  that  the  Godhead  is  like  unto  gold,  or  silver. 
.  .  .  ."-Acts  17:28-29. 

One  of  the  most  inspiring  songs  we  have  in  the 
Church,  makes  beautiful  reference  to  our  ante-mortal 
existence : 

O  MY  FATHER 

O  my  Father,  thou  that  dwellest 
In  the  high  and  glorious  place  1 
When  shall  I  regain  thy  presence 
And  again  behold  thy  face? 

In  thy  holy  habitation, 

Did  my  spirit  once  reside , 

In  my  first  primeval  childhood, 

Was  I  nurtured  near  thy  side? 

For  a  wise  and  glorious  purpose 
Thou  hast  placed  me  here  on  earth, 

And  withheld  the  recollection 
Of  my  former  friends  and  birth. 

Yet  ofttimes  a  secret  something 

Whispered,  "You're  a  stranger  here," 

And  I  felt  that  I  had  wandered 
From  a  more  exalted  sphere. 

I  had  learned  to  call  thee  Father, 

Through  thy  Spirit  from  on  high, 

But  until  the  Key  of  Knowledge 
Was  restored,  I  knew  not  why. 

In  the  heavens  are  parents  single? 

No,  the  thought  makes  reason  stare! 

Truth  is  reason,  truth  eternal 
Tells  me  I've  a  mother  there. 

When  I  leave  this  frail  existence, 

When  I  lay  this  mortal  by, 

Father,  Mother,  may  I  meet  you 
In  your  royal  courts  on  high? 

Then,  at  length,  when  I've  completed 
All  you  sent  me  forth  to  do, 

With  your  mutual  approbation, 

Let  me  come  and  dwell  with  you. 

-Eliza  R.  Snow 

Think  of  the  grand  opportunity  that  is  given  us 
to  get  back  in  the  presence  of  God,  our  Father,  and 
dwell  with  Him.  We  have  lived  our  first  estate 
and  are  now  in  our  second.  The  scripture  tells  us 
"And  they  who  keep  their  second  estate  shall  have 
glory  added  upon  their  heads  for  ever,  and  ever." 

Is  it  not  worth  striving  for? 


February  28,  1939 
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MISSIONARY  STUDY  CLASS 
By  A.  LEROY  HUNSAKER,  California  Mission 

In  a  missionary  study  class  properly  conducted  the 
missionaries  become  much  better  acquainted.  The 
success  of  a  pair  of  missionaries  depends  more  than 
is  generally  accredited  upon  a  short,  daily  study  and 
discussing  together  of  gospel  subjects. 

Begin  class  with  a  song.  Select  a  song  appropriate 
to  the  subject,  time  or  occasion.  Sing  the  song 
with  the  thought  of  learning  it.  If  you  make  a 
mistake,  correct  it  if  possible. 

This  is  followed  by  prayer.  We  are  studying  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  His  work  and  we  need 
His  help  in  doing  it  and  in  learning  about  it.  Who 
would  ever  think  of  working  for  someone  and  never 
ask  for  instructions  as  to  how  the  work  was  to  be  done? 

A  short  speech  is  excellent  at  this  time.  It  gives  us 
training  in  assimilating  our  own  thoughts.  In  talking 
with  some  one  we  get  our  ideas  from  something  they 
say.  We  only  have  to  enlarge  upon  their  thoughts. 
In  giving  a  speech  we  must  not  only  think  our  own 
idea  but  we  must  be  able  to  express  it,  describe 
it  and  enlarge  upon  it.  In  other  words,  draw  a 
mental  picture  in  the  minds  of  the  listeners  of  just  what 
we  wish  to  express.  The  more  beautiful  the  picture 
is  the  more  it  will  be  enjoyed. 

After  the  speech  consider  it  together.  Make  our 
suggestions  about  and  discuss  the  speaker,  delivery, 
poise,  text  arrangement,  message  of  the  text,  and 
anything  else  of  interest. 

A  missionary  needs  to  learn  many  scriptural  quota¬ 
tions.  Now  is  an  excellent  time  to  review  some  of 
these. 

Then  we  have  the  reading  period.  Altogether  too 
many  people  read  a  book  just  to  be  able  to  say  that 
they  have  read  it.  When  someone  asks  what  was  in  the 
book  they  don't  know.  Come  to  study  class  with 
the  idea  in  mind  of  assimilating  what  is  read. 

I  once  attended  a  study  class  where  the  missionaries 
would  devote  as  much  as  an  hour  discussing  the 
contents  of  one  or  two  passages  of  scripture.  When 
they  were  through  they  really  knew  what  was  in 
the  quotations  studied.  You  cannot  sell  an  article  un¬ 
less  you  know  something  about  it.  And  we  are  trying 
to  give  Mormonism  (true  Christianity)  to  the  world. 

Another  song  to  close,  appropriate  as  possible. 
Think  of  the  beauties  of  the  words  and  music.  Al¬ 
ways  close  with  prayer,  thanking  .the  Lord  for  His 
blessings.  Thankfulness  is  our  greatest  asset. 


PREEXISTENT  INFLUENCE 
By  VERNON  L.  KUNZ,  Eastern  Stales  Mission 

One  of  the  innate  tendencies  of  man  is  to  worship. 
It  is  natural,  in  times  of  deep  distress  and  sorrow,  for 
people  to  turn  to  God  for  help  and  guidance.  Place 
any  individual  in  uncertain  surroundings  and  in¬ 
stinctively  that  person  will  make  an  appeal  to  some 
higher  force  for  aid  and  comfort.  No  matter  how 
degenerate  a  group  of  people  may  become  that  feel¬ 
ing  of  dependency  on  a  Supreme  Being  still  exists. 
That  spark  can  never  be  entirely  extinguished,  and 
some  of  the  world's  most  profound  advocates  of  atheism 
have  at  some  time  in  their  lives  directly  or  indirectly 
admitted  that  there  is  a  Divine  power. 

For  an  explanation  of  why  this  should  be  the  case 
we  turn  to  the  scriptures.  The  Bible  informs  us  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God;  that  God  is  the  Father  of 
our  spirits;  that  at  one  time  we  dwelt  in  His 
presence.  Christ,  while  still  a  spiritual  being,  under 
the  direction  of  God  the  Eternal  Father  created  the 
world.  If  our  Lord  had  a  spiritual  existence  with  God 
before  the  world  was,  is  it  unreasonable  to  believe 
that  we,  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  also  dwelt 
in  the  presence  of  the  Father?  We  are  also  re¬ 
minded  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Job,  asking  him 
where  he  was  before  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were 


laid  and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy.  This 
would  indicate  that  Job  as  well  as  many  other  sons 
of  God,  had  a  preexistent  state  of  being  with  the« 
Father  before  this  earth  was  created.  The  scriptures 
are  replete  with  instances  which  definitely  and  con¬ 
clusively  prove  that  we  are  the  spiritual  offspring  of 
God. 

With  that  in  mind  it  isn't  hard  to  understand  why 
we  turn  to  God  in  humble  supplication  for  protection 
in  our  daily  pursuits  and  call  upon  Him  in  times 
of  uncertainty.  It  is  an  inherent  quality  — the  direct 
result  of  our  spirit  desiring  communion  with  the* 
same  influence  it  felt  with  the  Father  before  the 
world  was.  Each  individual  has  the  responsibility  of 
cultivating  this  inborn  attribute,  increasing  thereby  his 
own  faith  in  God  and  the  plan  of  salvation. 


A  PLEA 

By  KIT  JOHNSON  (Investigator)  Ottawa,  Ontario 

Oh  God,  who  rules  the  earth  on  high, 

Who  sends  earth's  glory  from  the  sky, 

Wilt  Thou  send  a  light  of  truth  to  me; 

And  set  my  questioning  spirit  free. 

Wilt  Thou  illumine  my  restless  mind, 

And  tell  the  destiny  of  mankind; 

Why  Thou  set  us  upon  this  earth; 

Where  we  dwell  before  this  birth. 

That  there  is  a  God  who  rules  the  skies, 

The  earth,  and  all  earthly  ties, 

I  know  by  the  very  breath  we  breathe 
And  by  the  paths  of  life  we  weave. 

But  why  man  is  here,  and  where  he  goes, 
Only  the  Heavenly  Father  knows. 

Almighty  God  who  sits  on  high, 

Please  send  thy  message  from  the  sky. 

Sweet  knowledge  of  Thy  works  I  ask; 

That  I  may  peer  through  this  earthly  mask  — 

That  I  of  life  may  clearly  know,- 

Why  the  streams  of  time  have  ebb,  and  flow. 

These  answers  I  know  Thou  wilt  reveal, 

To  my  thirsting  soul,  when  oft  I  kneel. 

My  spirit  shall  answer  the  sound  of  Thy  voice, 

And  oh,  how  my  soul  in  Thee  will  rejoice! 

■  ♦ - 

GRATITUDE 

By  ORSON  SPENCER,  Canadian  Mission 

God  knew  my  sorrow  — He  was  kind, 

He  painted  a  picture  deep  in  my  mind. 

I'll  never  cease  praising  and  thanking  Him, 

For  helping  me  through,  when  my  chance  was  so  slim. 

To  Him  I  am  grateful- without  Him  I  fear 
My  heart  would  be  ragged,  and  far  from  sincere. 

My  mind  would  be  heavy;  my  spirit  so  low 
That  life  would  seem  useless,  unfruitful  and  slow. 

He's  helping  me  climb  to  reach  my  goal- 
He's  nursing  my  hurts  and  soothing  my  soul. 

He  stands  ready  through  darkness,  sorrow,  and  pain, 
To  guide  me  along  and  loosen  the  strain. 

He's  willing  and  anxious  to  welcome  me  back, 
Whenever  I  slip  and  get  off  the  track; 

But  Satan  is  striving  in  his  cunning  way 
To  blast  God's  teachings,  and  lead  me  astray. 

It  comes  to  me  clearly;  I  know  it  is  true- 
My  reward  is  determined  by  the  things  that  I  do. 
Without  God  I  am  Helpless -I  feel  need  to  pray; 

I  want  Him  to  censor  my  plans  every  day. 


- - - - - - -  — V 

Disobedience  -  Ungodliness  -  Death 


THE  EXCEEDINGLY  happy  conditions  characterizing  the  national  and 
religious  life  of  the  people  of  America  following  the  visits  of  the  resurrected 
Lord  among  them  continued  for  approximately  two  hundred  years. 

How  strange  it  is  that  people  who  have  fed  upon  the  sweets  of  heaven 
could  be  led  away  from  such  ideality  and  instead  choose  to  drink  the  dregs 
of  sorrow.  Certainly  such  transformation  did  not  come  suddenly.  Very 
gradually,  through  the  avenues  of  pride,  ambition  and  carnal  adventure,  there 
came  a  departure  from  the  principles  of  righteousness  that  had  brought  such 
enduring  happiness.  Wickedness  crept  into  their  individual  and  communal 
lives,  and  “wickedness  never  was  happiness/'  It  may  give  a  temporary,  tingling 
sensation  which  we  interpret  as  pleasure,  but  it  soon  burns  out  leaving  only 
ashes — disappointment  or  death. 

Again  there  was  a  schism  among  the  people.  Churches  of  men  were  set 
up  for  worldly  gain  and  in  opposition  to  the  Church  of  Christ.  Socially  also 
there  was  division — dissenters  taking  again  the  name  of  Lamanites  and  the 
adherents  assuming  the  name  of  Nephites. 

As  the  years  grew  into  decades  of  the  third  century,  pride,  carnal  ambition 
and  ungodliness  obcessed  not  only  the  Lamanite  division  but  the  so-called 
Nephites  as  well.  So  wicked  and  unrepentant  did  they  become  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  was  withdrawn  from  them  and  they  were  left  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  their  own  carnal  natures.  “The  Spirit  of  God  will  not  always  strive  with 
men.” 

The  people  had  now  grown  to  great  numbers.  Mormon  the  historian  tells 
us,  “The  whole  face  of  the  land  had  become  covered  with  buildings  and  the 
people  were  as  numerous  almost,  as  it  were  the  sands  of  the  sea.”  Drawing 
their  inspiration  from  the  realms  of  darkness  and  having  surrendered  them¬ 
selves  to  the  leadership  of  evil,  they  were  plunged  into  civil  war.  The  two 
factions  were  pitted  against  each  other  and  it  seemed  that  the  wrath  of  neither 
could  be  appeased  without  complete  dominance  over  or  destruction  of  the  other. 
The  struggle  and  slaughter  continued  until  the  Nephites  were  exterminated. 
The  Lamanites  remained  in  possession  of  the  land.  Their  life  was  one  of 
degeneracy  similar  to  that  of  the  Lamanites  before  them  as  related  in  previous 
issues.  Their  descendants  were  found  here  by  Columbus  and  we  know  them 
now  as  American  Indians. 

Only  one  Nephite,  Moroni,  their  historian  and  prophet,  escaped  the  de¬ 
struction  of  war.  He  was  the  final  link  in  a  long  chain  of  record  keepers  ex¬ 
tending  back  through  a  thousand  years  of  national  life.  He  recorded  the  closing 
entries  of  civil  and  religious  history  on  the  gold  plates  of  Nephi  and  buried 
them  in  the  ground  on  the  hill  called  Cumorah. 

In  the  closing  chapter  of  his  work  Moroni  says: 

More  than  four  hundred  and  twenty  years  have  passed  away  since  the  sign 
was  given  of  the  coming  of  Christ.  And  I  seal  up  these  records,  .  .  . 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these  things,  I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would 
ask  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true/ 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ, 
he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Fourteen  hundred  years  later  this  same  prophet-historian,  Moroni,  now  a 
resurrected  messenger  from  heaven,  delivered  the  plates  to  Joseph  Smith  and 
from  them  came  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

In  Reading  the  Bcok  of  Mormon  Put  to  the  Test  the  Prophet's  Promise 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  ol  Latter-day  Sainis  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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If  you  do  subscribe  to  the 
Lord's  plan  — if  you  do  pay  your 
tithes  and  offerings,  if  you  do 
adhere  to  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
if  you  adhere  in  loyalty  to  this 
Church,  there  is  no  power  on 
earth  nor  in  hell  that  can  stop 
this  people  from  marching  on 
to  their  glorious  destiny,  to  be 
the  light  of  the  world,  and  to 
win  the  world  ultimately  to 
Christ. 


WENTY-ONE  YEARS  AGO  our  fathers,  brothers  and  sons  were  enlisting 
in  the  great  struggle  of  the  Wo:ld  War;  they  were  responding  to  the  ap¬ 
peal  that  we  were  going  to  make  the  world  safe  for  democracy,  and  we  were 
led  to  hope  and  believe  that  it  was  the  last  great  war,  and  the  war  to  end 
war. 

When  the  war  was  over  we  saw  nation  after  nation  abandon  their 
monarchial  forms  of  government  and  become  republics,  patterned  after  this 
nation,  and  our  hearts  were  full  of  joy  at  the  prospect  that  at  last  democracy  and 
peace  were  going  to  reign.  . 

Since  then  we  have  been  greatly  disturbed  to  see  nation  after  nation  abandon 
its  democracy  and  go  back  to  a  condition  some  of  us  think  worse  than  the  condition 
under  the  czars,  the  kaisers,  and  the  rulers,  into  a  dictatorship.  Today  we  witness 


"For  I  am  no  respecter  of 
persons,  and  will  that  all  men 
shall  know  that  the  day  speedily 
cometh;  the  hour  is  not  yet, 
but  is  nigh  at  hand,  when 
peace  shall  be  taken  from  the 
earth,  and  the  devil  shall  have 
power  over  his  own  dominion. 

"And  also  the  Lord  shall  have 
power  over  his  saints,  and  shall 
reign  in  their  midst." 
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the  nations  of  the  earth  spending  more 
money  than  in  any  other  time  in  their 
history  in  building  equipment  upon  the 
sea  and  land  for  future  wars.  It  is  a  sad 
picture,  and  yet  I  suppose  that  our  wish 
was  father  to  our  thought,  and  we  had 
hoped  to  see  the  end  of  the  struggle  and 
strife  in  this  world. 

Gospel  Alone  Can  Bring  Peace 

But  the  Lord  knew  that  there  could 
be  no  peace  only  upon  certain  principles; 
peace  could  not  come  through  treaties  filled 
with  hatred,  malice,  greed,  and  selfishness. 
Peace  could  not  come  through  the  might 
of  armies,  it  can  only  come  in  one  way. 
He  offered  that  way  one  hundred  years 
ago  to  the  world,  and  more  than  sixty 
thousand  missionaries  of  the  Church  have 
carried  the  message  to  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  offering  them  peace  through  the 
Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
makes  for  genuine,  real  brotherhood. 

The  Lord  knew  there  would  be  only 
a  few  who  would  accept  that  message. 
The  majority  would  reject  it.  He  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  few  a  refuge  of  peace;  but 
so  far  as  the  world  is  concerned  he  said — 
(I  am  reading  from  the  1st  Section  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants)  : 

And  again,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  0  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  earth:  I  the  Lord  am  willing  to 
make  these  things  known  unto  all  flesh; 

For  I  am  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  will 
that  all  men  shall  know  that  the  day  speedily 
cometh;  the  hour  is  not  yet,  but  is  nigh  at 
hand,  when  peace  shall  be  taken  from  the  earth, 
and  the  devil  shall  have  power  over  his  own 
dominion. 

And  also  the  Lord  shall  have  power  over  his 
saints  and  shall  reign  in  their  midst. 

Peace  taken  from  the  earth,  and  the 
devil  having  power  over  his  dominion. 
During  the  last  one  hundred  years,  or 
since  these  words  were  spoken,  more  light 
and  knowledge  has  come  into  the  world 
in  the  realm  of  science,  through  the  lab¬ 
oratory,  and  otherwise,  than  in  all  the 
ages  that  have  preceded  it,  and  if  this  were 
all  used  for  the  alleviation  of  human  suf¬ 
fering,  peace  and  prosperity  could  be  here, 
and  poverty  abolished. 

But  when  we  see  men  and  nations 
spending  their  wealth  to  use  the  gas  en¬ 
gine,  the  laboratory,  the  air  plane,  as 
means  of  human  destruction,  surely  the 
devil  has  seized  the  blessings  and  priv¬ 
ileges  the  Almighty  intended  to  use  to 
bring  about  peace,  and  is  using  them  to 
destroy  that  which  he  presently  shall  lose 


the  right  to  rule  over.  If  the  devil  is  not 
in  the  character  of  warfare  that  goes  over 
the  front  line  trenches,  swoops  down  upon 
the  poor  helpless  women  and  children, 
drops  its  deadly  bombs  and  assassinates 
them,  then  I  do  not  know  anything  that 
has  ever  happened  in  this  world  that  is 
so  like  the  work  of  the  devil  as  that.  He 
is  ruling  in  the  midst  of  men. 

But  it  is  not  a  picture  that  we  need  to 
be  discouraged  with.  Hope  is  only  to  be 
deferred,  for  the  promises  shall  be  realized. 

Perils  To  Our  Country  Will  Come 
From  Within 

I  read  again  another  word  of  warning, 
this  from  the  45th  Section  of  the  book  of 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  wherein  the 
Lord  said,  concerning  this  nation  or  land 
of  America,  (reading  from  the  68th  and 
69th  verses)  : 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass  among  the  wicked, 
that  every  man  that  will  not  take  his  sword 
against  his  neighbor  must  needs  flee  unto  Zion 
for  safety. 

And  there  shall  be  gathered  unto  it  out  of 
every  nation  under  heaven;  and  it  shall  be  the 
only  people  that  shall  not  be  at  war  one  with 
another. 

Thank  the  Lord  for  that  promise.  I 
am  not  afraid  of  any  foreign  foe  disturb¬ 
ing  this  nation.  Our  perils  will  all  come 
from  within.  It  is  true  the  Prophet  saw 
even  the  Constitution  hanging  as  by  a 
thread,  but,  thank  the  Lord,  he  never  saw 
the  thread  break.  He  saw  this  people 
play  a  conspicuous  part,  to  be  a  balance 
of  power  with  others  to  preserve  it.  For 
after  all,  it  is  destined,  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  to  become  the  savior 
and  blessing  of  all  flesh,  not  only  the 
peoples  of  the  United  States.  And  after 
the  experiments  with  dictatorships  and 
other  methods,  they  will,  at  last,  when 
they  have  learned  their  lesson  and  are  pre¬ 
pared  for  it,  be  willing  to  receive  the 
Lord’s  offering,  after  much  suffering. 

They  could  have  saved  themselves  all 
this,  for  if  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  had 
received  the  message  of  the  Gospel,  as 
your  fathers  did  who  came  from  those 
foreign  nations,  would  there  be  peace  in 
the  world?  Yes.  If  the  spirit  that  is  in  the 
hearts  of  you  Germans,  you  Scandina¬ 
vians,  you  English,  you  Scotch,  who  are 
in  this  Church,  were  in  the  hearts  of  all 
your  people  living  in  these  foreign  lands 
today,  there  could  not  be  war.  There 
would  be  brotherhood  and  there  would 
be  peace. 
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I  am,  I  say,  therefore  disturbed  only 
over  the  problems  that  may  arise  with  us. 
You  students  of  hisotry  know  well  that 
the  adverse  circumstances,  the  poverty,  the 
want,  the  unemployment  and  the  deple¬ 
tion  of  the  value  of  the  currency  of  the 
various  European  nations  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  dictatorship;  unknown  dictators 
arose  who  offered  security  against  want, 
against  poverty,  against  need,  and  like 
drowning  men  grasping  at  straws,  the 
nations  of  the  earth  accepted  the  proffer, 
and  sold  their  liberties  for  bread. 

T  hat  is  not  the  spirit  of  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  republic  who  said:  “Give 
me  liberty  or  give  me  death."  Liberty, 
one  of  the  most  precious  things,  must  be 
preserved.  I  have  said  in  many  places  to 
our  Latter-day  Saint  brethren  and  sisters 
who  are  converts  from  abroad:  "I  can¬ 
not  blame  you  for  being  proud  of  your 
English  ancestry,  your  Scotch  ancestry,  or 
your  German  ancestry,  but  when  you 
joined  this  Church  and  came  to  America 
you  should  have  kissed  all  that  goodbye, 
saying,  "It  is  not  my  business  to  glorify 
the  dictators  who  now  reign,  no  matter 
how  good  I  may  think  their  services  are 
to  that  nation  from  which  I  came;  it  is 
not  my  business  to  glorify  them,  but  to 
become  loyal  to  the  government  of  the 
nation  in  which  I  live."  I  hope  we 
shall  not  find  any  Latter-day  Saint  mem¬ 
bers  glorifying  the  conditions  that  are  in 
their  Old  World  homes. 

Promises  Made  By  The  Lord 
Regarding  Zion 

Again  the  Lord  said,  in  the  115th  Sec¬ 
tion  of  the  book  of  Doctrine  and  Cove¬ 
nants,  that  he  had  provided  for  the  se¬ 
curity  of  the  membership  of  the  Church 
even  in  this  land.  I  read  as  follows: 

The  gathering  together  upon  the  land  of 
Zion,  and  upon  her  stakes,  may  be  for  a  de¬ 
fense,  and  for  a  refuge  from  the  storm,  and 
from  wrath  when  it  shall  be  poured  out  with¬ 
out  mixture  upon  the  whole  earth. 

Here  is  the  place  of  refuge — America. 
When  I  read  the  story  last  week  of  the 
people  leaving  London,  and  Paris  to  go 
into  the  rural  districts,  digging  trenches 
on  their  front  laws,  and  gas  chambers 
being  built  in  every  home,  everybody 
being  prepared  to  put  on  gas  masks  sud¬ 
denly,  as  in  a  few  hours  these  cities  might 
have  been  engulfed  in  a  terrible  raid  such 
as  modern  war  provides,  I  said:  "Thank 
God  for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans 


that  separate  us,  (at  least  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  danger,)  from  these  perils.  There 
is  no  place  on  earth  so  secure  as  in  these 
United  States,  and  it  is  the  business  of 
every  Latter-day  Saint  to  be  loyal  to  this 
government. 

That  is  why  the  Church  is  undertaking 
this  relief  program,  to  win  everybody  off 
from  the  back  of  the  Government,  and 
off  from  the  back  of  the  State,  who  can 
stand  on  his  own  feet.  Many  of  you 
aged  people  may  feel  somewhat  offended 
that  you  have  been  asked  if  you  can  sup¬ 
port  yourselves  and  not  be  a  burden  upon 
the  State  or  the  Nation,  for  we  can  lie 
down  upon  our  Government  to  the  extent 
that  we  may  imperil  its  credit  and  produce 
the  very  conditions  that  would  bring  the 
same  revolutions  and  the  same  troubles 
that  engulf  the  Old  World.  God  bless  us 
that  we  may  not  come  to  that  day,  and 
Latter-day  Saints,  show  the  way! 

There  is  another  message  found  in  the 
103rd  Section  of  the  book  of  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  which  was  given  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  the  Church,  at  a  time 
when  the  Saints  had  been  exiled  from 
Missouri.  They  were  in  dire  distress, 
many  had  turned  away,  and  then  the 
Lord  said: 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  I  have  decreed 
a  decree  which  my  people  shall  realize — 

How  wonderful  the  promise!  It  is  all 
conditional.  I  want  to  focus  your  at¬ 
tention  upon  the  conditions: 

I  have  decreed  a  decree  which  my  people 
shall  ralize,  inasmuch  as  they  hearken  from 
this  very  hour  unto  the  counsel  which  I,  the 
Lord  their  God,  shall  give  unto  them. 

Behold  they  shall,  for  I  have  decreed  it,  begin 
to  prevail  against  mine  enemies  from  this  very 
hour. 

And  by  hearkening  to  observe  all  the  words 
which  I,  the  Lord  their  God,  shall  speak  unto 
them,  they  shall  never  cease  to  prevail  until 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  subdued  under 
my  feet,  and  the  earth  is  given  unto  the  saints, 
to  possess  it  forever  and  ever. 

The  Lord's  Plan  Must  Be  Followed 

These  conditions  we  must  comply  with  : 
we  must  adhere  to  the  appeals  that  have 
been  made  during  this  conference;  we 
must  adhere  to  the  word  of  the  Lord 
as  given  to  this  people,  to  observe  to 
keep  the  commandments,  to  keep  the 
Word  of  Wisdom.  You  young  people, 
we  are  not  asking  you  to  give  up  your 
tobacco,  your  liquor,  and  your  other  evil 
(Continued  on  page  440) 
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of  what  a  hot,  trying  journey  it  was 
going  to  be  in  crossing  the  vast  section. 
As  the  company  halted  at  the  mouth  of 
Emigration  Canyon,  a  sick  leader,  Brig¬ 
ham  Young,  previously  stricken  with 
mountain  fever,  raised  himself  out  of  bed 
in  the  wagon,  and  with  thoughtful  eyes 
surveyed  the  barren  wasteland  and  then 
boldly  declared  to  his  people,  “This  is 
the  place — drive  on." 

Greatly  surprised  at  the  declaration,  yet 
with  immoveable  faith  in  the  colonizer 
the  group  entered  the  valley  and  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  unpack  and  make  ready 
to  build  their  homes.  The  baked,  sage¬ 
brush  land  appeared  to  the  new  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  be  far  from  productive.  A  trap¬ 
per,  Jim  Bridger,  who  had  travelled  in 
the  surrounding  sections  for  years,  had 
previously  told  the  Mormon  leader  that 
he  and  his  people  had  better  not  stop  in 
the  valley  but  to  continue  on  to  the  wes¬ 
tern  coast  of  America  if  they  didn't  want 
to  perish  in  the  salt  desert.  Certain  of 
the  unproductivity  of  the  soil  Bridger 
confidently  made  an  offer  of  $1,000  for 
a  bushel  of  corn  raised  in  the  arid  land. 
The  head  of  the  Pioneers  was  not  dis¬ 
couraged  with  the  information,  but 
thanked  his  informant  for  his  advice  and 
friendship.  Log  cabins  were  constructed 
from  trees  obtained  in  nearby  hills;  and 
as  the  days  went  by  their  community 
was  established. 

Immediately  after  their  arrival,  by  di¬ 
verting  canyon  streams  of  water,  the  peo¬ 
ple  began  practicing  the  principle  of  ir¬ 
rigation.  Much  of  the  dry,  lifeless  land 
was  flooded  and  later  ploughed  and  seed 
was  sown.  Despite  the  late  summer  date 
of  planting,  the  wheat  planted  grew  rap¬ 
idly,  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  industri¬ 
ous  group. 

The  happiness  of  the  Pioneers  was  not 
to  be  long  lived,  however,  since  a  great 
trial  was  about  to  come  upon  them.  An 
Indian  from  a  nearby  friendly  tribe  came 
hurriedly  into  the  Mormon  settlement  one 
day.  To  Brigham  Young  he  said,  hold¬ 
ing  a  small  insect  in  his  hand,  “Crickets 
are  on  their  way,  eating  as  they  go.  They 
will  eat  your  crops  if  you  don't  stop  them 
before  they  get  here." 

Brigham  Young  took  the  Indian's  tip 
and  made  plans  to  thwart  the  devastating 
insects,  but  before  the  group  knew  it  the 
crop-destroyers  were  hopping  over  the 
hills  and  flying  through  the  sky  in  droves. 
The  fear-stricken  Saints  with  shovels  and 


clubs  in  hand  went  out  to  fight  off  the 
insects  that  were  mowing  the  green  gardens 
down  as  they  made  their  way  along.  The 
Saints  fought  their  foes  intently,  but  it 
was  a  useless  fight  with  the  millions  of 
crickets  holding  complete  sway.  Finally 
with  perspiration-covered  brows  the  Saints 
knelt  in  their  gardens  among  the  destroy¬ 
ing  crickets  and  prayed:  “Help  us  O 
God.  Save  our  crops." 

Upon  arising  from  their  knees  they 
were  surprised  to  hear  the  sounds  of  fly¬ 
ing  and  crying  seagulls.  “We  are  doomed," 
they  thought.  “What  the  crickets  don't 
destroy  these  hungry  birds  will  devour." 

But  lo,  the  seagulls  descended  upon  the 
wheat — not  to  gulp  it  away — but  to 
destroy  the  crickets.  The  thousands  of 
gulls  continued  their  work  of  killing  the 
crickets  by  the  millions.  The  heavens  were 
filled  with  the  crop-saving  birds.  They 
continued  their  efficient  work  throughout 
the  day  as  the  Saints  with  thankful  hearts 
looked  on.  Again  the  Pioneers  bowed  to 
their  knees,  this  time  with  hearts  filled 
with  gratitude,  and  thanked  God  for  spar¬ 
ing  their  crops.  The  crops  were  saved  and 
the  Saints  spared  from  famine. 

The  film  closes  with  scenes  of  the  Brig¬ 
ham  Young  monument  in  Salt  Lake  City 
with  tribute  being  paid  to  the  mighty 
colonizer,  and  his  industrious,  God-fear¬ 
ing,  fellow  Church  members,  the  Latter- 
day  Saints. 
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or  immoral  practices,  just  to  punish  you 
or  deny  you  what  you  think  are  privileges 
you  ought  to  have.  We  see  your  destiny, 
but  we  know  you  cannot  go  forward  to 
that  destiny,  to  carry  the  work  of  the 
Almighty  to  the  triumphant  victory  over 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  unless  you  ad¬ 
here  to  the  Lord’s  plan.  If  you  do  sub¬ 
scribe  to  it,  if  you  do  pay  your  tithes  and 
offerings,  if  you  do  adhere  to  the  Word  of 
Wisdom,  if  you  adhere  in  loyalty  to  this 
Church,  there  is  no  power  on  earth  nor 
in  hell  that  can  stop  this  people  from 
marching  on  to  their  glorious  destiny,  to 
be  the  light  of  the  world,  and  to  win  the 
world  ultimately  to  Christ. 

When  that  day  comes  —  for  only 
through  him  can  peace  come — then  will 
swords  be  beaten  into  plowshares,  and 
( Concluded  on  page  443) 
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Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson — 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  con¬ 
trolled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles 
of  righteousness. 

Let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly; 
then  shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the 
presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy  soul  as  the 
dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging  scepter 
of  righteousness  and  truth;  and  thy  dominion 
shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion,  and  with¬ 
out  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow  unto  thee 
forever  and  ever. 

The  ends  of  the  earth  shall  inquire  after 
thy  name,  and  fools  shall  have  thee  in  derision, 
and  hell  shall  rage  against  thee. 

If  thou  art  called  to  pass  through  tribula¬ 
tion;  if  thou  are  in  perils  among  false  breth¬ 
ren;  if  thou  art  in  perils  among  robbers;  if 
thou  art  in  perils  by  land  or  sea;  if  thou  art 
accused  with  all  manner  of  false  accusations; 
if  thine  enemies  fall  upon  thee  and  if  thou 
shouldst  be  cast  into  the  pit,  or  into  the  hands 
of  murderers,  and  the  sentence  of  death  be 
passed  upon  thee;  if  thou  be  cast  into  the  deep; 
if  the  billowing  surge  conspire  against  thee; 
if  fierce  winds  become  thine  enemy;  if  the 
heavens  gather  blackness,  and  all  the  elements 
combine  to  hedge  up  the  way;  and  above  all, 
if  the  very  jaws  of  hell  shall  gape  open  the 
mouth  wide  after  thee,  know  thou,  my  son, 
that  all  these  things  shall  give  thee  experience, 
and  shall  be  for  thy  good. 

The  Son  of  Man  hath  descended  below  them 
all.  Art  thou  greater  than  he? 

Therefore,  hold  on  thy  way,  and  the  priest¬ 
hood  shall  remain  with  thee;  for  their  bounds 
are  set,  they  cannot  pass.  Thy  days  are  known, 
and  thy  years  shall  not  be  numbered  less; 
therefore,  fear  not  what  man  can  do,  for  God 
shall  be  with  you  forever  and  ever. 

The  counsel  contained  in  this  revelation 
is  just  as  applicable,  the  doctrine  as  true 
and  the  promises  as  sure  as  when  first 
given  on  March  20th  one  hundred  years 
ago.  E.  L.  M. 
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spears  into  pruning-hooks.  God  help 
us  to  realize  our  tremendous  responsi¬ 
bility,  not  only  for  ourselves  and  the 
Church,  but  for  the  whole  world,  and 
for  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  that 
shall  be  triumphant  in  the  earth.  God 
speed  that  glorious  day,  I  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(Continued  from  page  441) 

Diocletian  in  305.  Space  will  not  per¬ 
mit  verbatim  quotations  from  history  por¬ 
traying  the  rigor  and  horror  of  this  240 
years  of  human  torture  and  sacrifice.  Let 
him  who  is  interested  read  for  himself 
from  the  pages  of  history  through  the 
reigns  of  Nero,  Dometrian,  Trajan,  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius,  and  others  down  to  Diocle¬ 
tian,  of  how  the  Christians  were  hunted 
as  wild  game  for  the  killing.  Not  only 
were  their  lives  taken  in  a  decently  hu¬ 
mane  process  of  execution,  but  every  con¬ 
ceivable  means  of  torture  was  employed  to 
increase  the  horror,  that  the  Christian 
might  be  induced  to  recant  from  his  faith. 
He  could  renounce  Christianity  and  be  a 
free  man,  or  remain  Christian  and  become 
a  lighted  torch  at  the  amphitheater,  be 
hung  on  the  cross,  put  in  the  dungeon  to 
starve,  stretched  or  torn  asunder  on  the 
racks  or  fed  alive  to  the  hungry  dogs  and 
wild  beasts.  Read  Tacitus  Annals,  book 
15,  chapter  42;  Eusebius  Ecclesiastical 
History,  book  8,  chapter  8;  Gibbon  De¬ 
cline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
chapter  16. 

During  this  reign  of  terror  thousands 
of  the  most  valiant,  they  who  could  best 
be  depended  upon  to  direct  the  Christian 
cause  in  the  way  of  truth,  were  removed 
by  martyrdom.  Thousands  of  others 
sought  the  protection  of  the  law  and  has¬ 
tened  to  prove  their  infidelity  by  sacri¬ 
ficing  to  the  Roman  gods.  Others  by 
their  wealth  were  able  to  buy  an  im¬ 
munity  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  vouch¬ 
ing  their  allegiance  to  the  gods  of  the 
nation,  while  technically  remaining  within 
the  Christian  Church.  (See  Milner, 
Church  History,  century  3,  chapters  8 
and  9.) 

Let  the  reader  ponder  what  contribution 
persecution  made  toward  a  general  apostasy 
from  the  organization,  order  and  doctrine 
established  by  our  Lord.  Other  agencies 
employed  by  the  Evil  One  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  in  future  articles. 

(To  Be  Continued ) 


Genius  is  talent  set  on  fire  by  courage. 
Fidelity  is  simply  daring  to  be  true  in 
small  things  as  well  as  great.  Courage  is 
the  standing  army  of  the  soul  which  keeps 
it  from  conquest,  pillage  and  slavery. 

— Henry  Van  Dyke, 
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MISSIONARY  WORK -PRODUCTS  OF  IT 

By  ELDER  BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President  of  the 
Northern  States  Mission 

Address  Delivered  at  the  109th  Semi-annual  Conference 

Through  the  kindness  of  our  great¬ 
hearted  and  benevolent  President,  many 
of  the  mission  presidents  are  permitted  to 
come  to  General  Conference,  to  bring  their 


President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley 

problems  here,  to  discuss  ways  and  means 
of  promoting  the  missionary  work,  and 
of  course  to  be  inspired  to  a  renewed  dedi¬ 
cation  to  the  great  task  which  is  theirs. 

You  will  pardon  me  if  I  make  some 
reference  to  missionary  work.  Before  I 
left  for  a  mission  I  talked  with  a  man 
in  this  city  of  reputed  wisdom,  who  ar¬ 
gued  that  if  the  Church  continued  to  main¬ 
tain  its  missionary  system  it  would  be¬ 
come  impoverished,  broken  down,  and 
driven  into  bondage.  The  answer  I  made 
to  him  then  was  in  broad  terms  something 
like  this:  If  this  Church  or  any  other 
organization  can,  by  some  process,  trans¬ 
late  money  into  character  and  manhood 
and  build  faith  in  the  hearts  of  people, 
and  establish  in  their  minds  the  great  ideals 
that  go  with  a  settled  faith  in  God,  they 
have  done  something  that  will  perpetuate 
them  in  the  earth. 

I  asked  a  man  today  how  many  years 
he  and  his  family  had  given  to  the  mis¬ 
sionary  work — and  he  is  not  an  old  man. 
He  said:  “Forty  years,  and  members  of 
my  family  have  labored  in  sixteen  dif¬ 
ferent  missions."  If  the  men  who  are 
before  me  were  to  compute  the  years  they 
have  given  to  missionary  service,  and  the 


money  it  has  cost  them,  it  would  in  the 
aggregate  amount  to  something  colossal. 
I  am  safe  in  saying  that  no  other  people 
of  like  number  have  ever  made  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  to  the  world.  I  do  not 
believe  the  people  who  have  done  it  are 
distinguished  for  their  poverty.  I  do  not 
believe  the  men  and  the  women  who  have 
contributed  to  the  great  missionary  cause 
walk  as  inferiors  among  their  neighbors. 

It  may  seem  as  if  the  cost  per  baptized 
convert  is  great,  and  it  is.  But  the  mis¬ 
sionary  service  has  contributed  to  the 
Church  much  more  than  numerical 
strength.  It  has  added  faith  as  well  as 
numbers.  There  are  people  sitting  in 
front  of  me  who  owe  a  debt  of  undying 
gratitude  to  some  humble  missionary  who 
visited  their  homes  or  the  homes  of  their 
parents,  perhaps  in  a  far-off  land,  and 
brought  the  Gospel  to  them. 

I  should  like  for  a  moment  to  refer  to 
one  other  phase  of  this  work:  What  does 
it  mean  to  the  missionary?  Much  in 
many  ways.  He  very  soon  discovers  that 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  answer  the  de¬ 
mands  of  his  mission  unaided  and  unsup¬ 
ported  by  the  Almighty,  and  in  great  sin¬ 
cerity  and  deep  humility  he  seeks  Him,  and 
he  finds  Him.  When  the  fire  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  blazes  on  the  altar  of  a  boy’s  heart 
it  shines  in  his  eyes,  rings  in  his  voice, 
purifies  his  life,  refines  and  elevates  his 
thoughts.  A  great  transformation  takes 
place  in  his  soul.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  he  learns  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  just  as  Peter 
learned  it,  and  he  comes  to  know  it  with 
the  same  certainty  that  Peter  knew  it. 

Fundamentally,  this  is  the  chief  con¬ 
tribution  which  missionary  work  makes. 
It  plants  in  the  missionary’s  soul  an  im¬ 
plicit  faith  in  the  living  God,  which  is 
the  great  principle  upon  which  this  Church 
is  built,  and  the  source  of  its  enduring 
achievements.  This  faith  in  God  is  the 
foundation  upon  which  the  peace  and  per¬ 
petuity  of  society  rests,  and  missionary 
work  makes  this  contribution  as  nothing 
else  in  this  Church  makes  it. 

This  is  my  testimony,  and  I  bear  it  to 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


I  have  no  fear!  What  is  in  store  for  me 
Shall  find  me  self-reliant,  undismayed. 
God  grant  my  only  cowardice  may  be 
Afraid — to  be  afraid! 

— Everard  Jack  Appleton. 
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"MY  CONVERSION" 

By  G.  W.  CURRAN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  lhe  second  article  consisting 
of  excerpts  from  the  author's  booklet  of  the  same 
name. 


Reverend  Conway,  in  defense  of  Tran- 
substanaiation,  (doctrine  taught  by  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  pertaining  to  sacrament  and 
the  body  and  blood  of  the  Savior)  has  this 
to  say:  "The  word  transubstantiation  is 
not  older  than  the  eleventh  century,  but 
the  idea  is  clearly  taught  in  the  Bible  and 
in  the  early  fathers."  He  fails  to  mention 
one  reference  that  amounts  to  anything 
beyond  supposition.  The  word  itself 
would  not  seem  to  have  any  place  in  the 
plain,  simple  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

How  can  we,  by  staying  within  the 
bounds  of  reason,  admit  that  anyone 
could  rightfully  omit  the  second  clement 
in  the  Sacrament,  the  element  which  rep¬ 
resents  the  blood?  In  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  the  Priest  partakes  of  the  wine 
which  represents  the  blood,  while  the 
congregation  partakes  of  the  bread  which 
represents  the  flesh.  Once  again  we  are 
faced  with  the  necessity  of  either  affirming 
or  denying  that  any  church  has  the  right 
to  change  the  ordinance  prescribed  by 
Christ.  Reverend  Conway  in  his  book 
entitled  The  Question  Box ,  refers  us  to 
the  Council  of  Trent  for  the  Catholic 
answer:  ‘‘Laymen  and  clerics,  when  not 
celebrating,  are  not  obliged  by  any  divine 
precept  to  receive  the  Sacramnt  of  the 
Euchrist  under  both  kinds." 

The  entire  service  connected  with  the 
Sacrament  is  for  the  purpose  of  remem¬ 
brance  and  should  not  be  considered  as 
mystical. 

"Teach  me  thy  way,  0  Lord,  and  lead  me  in 
a  plain  path.” — Psalms  27:11. 

I  have  not  now,  and  never  have  had  a 
quarrel  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
That  it  fills  a  need,  according  to  present 
day  standards  cannot  be  consistently  de¬ 
nied,  when  one  considers  the  vast  amount 
of  good  it  is  doing  in  a  charitable  way. 
What  would  we  do  without  its  charitable 
institutions  that  feed,  clothe  and  shelter 
hundreds  of  thousands?  That  the  church 
has  a  beneficial  effect  upon  society  in 
many  ways  cannot  be  denied,  also  if  it 
helps  its  people,  by  the  truth  that  it  does 
teach,  toward  their  ultimate  salvation, 


then  too,  we  must  admit  its  worth. 

It  is  possible  for  one  to  accept  the  truths 
taught  by  the  Catholic  Church  and  learn 
additional  truths  through  revelation. 

I  was  born  of  Roman  Catholic  parents, 
Irish  descent,  on  the  third  day  of  April, 
1886,  fifty  years  to  a  day  after  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  keys  for  the  gathering  of  the 
children  of  Israel.  My  birthplace  was  the 
town  of  Hopewell,  Ontario  county,  New 
York.  The  house  where  I  was  born  is 
within  sight  of  the  Hill  Cumorah  (Mor¬ 
mon  Hill),  near  Palmyra.  It  was  at  this 
hill,  on  September  22,  1827,  that  an  an¬ 
gel  delivered  to  Joseph  Smith,  a  set  of 
plates,  containing  a  record  of  ancient 
Americans  (Indians) ,  and  their  dealings 
with  God. 

At  the  age  of  10  the  family  moved  to 
Canandaigua,  nearby,  where  I  was  given 
the  advantage  of  a  good  Catholic  educa¬ 
tion,  being  placed  in  Saint  Mary’s  school, 
from  which  I  graduated  after  four  years 
of  study.  I  was  not  particularly  religious, 
but  I  had  sufficient  Catholic  background 
to  convince  me  that  the  Catholic  Church 
was  the  true  church,  even  though  some 
of  the  doctrine  was  hard  to  understand. 
When  something  could  not  be  under¬ 
stood,  such  as  the  mystery  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  we  were  taught  to  believe  it  any¬ 
how  and  rely  on  faith.  The  same  can  be 
said  of  the  doctrine  of  eternal  damnation, 
without  hope  for  redemption,  if  one  died 
while  in  the  state  of  mortal  sin.  I  never 
could  believe  that,  even  with  all  the 
teachings  I  had.  I  could  not  fit  it  in  with 
the  mercies  of  Christ.  However  I  ac¬ 
cepted  everything  and  went  out  into  the 
world  to  work,  after  learning  to  telegraph 
when  I  was  about  16.  Soon  after  my 
entering  upon  this  work,  I  met  a  Catho¬ 
lic  girl  two  years  my  senior  and  when  l 
was  21  we  were  married.  The  union 
was  blessed  with  three  lovely  children, 
two  boys  and  a  girl,  the  oldest,  a  girl,  is 
now  a  Nun,  a  sister  in  the  order  of  Saint 
Joseph. 

For  fifteen  years  I  worked  in  various 
large  cities  of  the  Eastern  States.  I  con¬ 
tinued  my  activities  within  the  church 
and  attended  probably  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Catholic  churches. 

In  1931,  after  the  depression  had  cost 
me  nearly  everything  I  owned,  I  returned 
to  Canandaigua. 

I  started  to  attend  to  my  duties  in  the 
Catholic  Church  with  more  fervor;  con- 


438 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


Vol.  36,  No.  19 


fession  each  Saturday  night,  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  each  Sunday  morning. 

It  was  after  a  long  period  of  such  de¬ 
votion  that  I  contacted  Mormon  mission¬ 
aries. 

One  Saturday  evening  as  I  left  the  con¬ 
fessional,  I  walked  down  town,  and  there 
standing  on  the  street  were  about  fifteen 
missionaries.  It  was  in  the  month  of 
June  1935  and  just  previous  to  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  Angel  Moroni  statue  on  the 
Hill  Cumorah.  As  I  approached  the 
group,  a  young  lady  was  preaching.  In 
her  hand  she  held  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  was  reading — “And  he  that 
saith  that  little  children  need  baptism, 
denieth  the  mercies  of  Christ,  setteth  at 
naught  the  atonement  of  him  and  the 
power  of  his  redemption."  —  Moroni, 
chapter  8. 

The  reader  will  better  understand  now, 
why  I  have  gone  into  the  subject  of  bap¬ 
tism  at  such  great  length.  (See  previous 
article,  Liahona  Feb.  28,  1939).  These 
words  went  through  me  like  a  shock  of 
electricity  and  immediately  there  came  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  I  was  properly  bap- 
itzed.  If  those  words  as  contained  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  were  true  it  meant  that 
I  was  faced  with  the  absolute  necessity  of 
cither  accepting  or  denying  the  truth.  The 
truth  was  evident.  Dare  I  deny  it?  Here 
I  was  faced  with  the  doctrine  of  eternal 
progression.  Introducing  myself  to  one 
of  the  young  men,  I  was  loaned  a  Book 
of  Mormon  and  invited  to  attend  the 
Sunday  School  services  at  ten  o'clock  the 
next  morning.  Having  been  to  confes¬ 
sion  I  was  due  back  in  the  Catholic  Church 
for  communion  at  9  a.  m.  However,  I 
managed  to  make  both  and  10.  a.  m. 
found  me  sitting  on  a  little  chair  in  a 
very  plain  hall,  after  just  emerging  from 
as  beautiful  a  church  as  was  ever  con¬ 
structed — Saint  Marys  at  Canandaigua, 
N.  Y.  What  were  my  first  impressions? 
Outstanding,  was  the  close  relationship 
I  felt  for  the  missionaries. 

As  compared  with  that  to  which  I  was 
accustomed,  the  simplicity  of  the  service 
appealed  to  me.  The  beautiful  singing; 
simple,  easily  understood  prayers;  intelli¬ 
gence  displayed  by  the  missionaries;  their 
appearance,  zeal  for  their  work;  their  un¬ 
compromising  declaration — "We  have  a 
message  for  you,  the  true  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  restored,  as  it  was  in  the 
beginning."  I  felt  that  I  had  now  been 
privileged  to  attend  a  Christian  service, 


as  one  would  expect  to  find  it,  had  he 
lived  1900  years  ago.  I  could  not  under¬ 
stand  my  feelings  for  these  missionaries. 
I  loved  every  one  of  them,  with  a  love 
never  before  experienced.  It  was  unlike 
the  love  of  mother,  unlike  the  love  of 
wife  or  children.  It  was  a  new  love, 
my  own  brothers  and  sisters  at  last.  The 
literal  gathering  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
as  foretold  by  the  prophets  of  old,  was 
at  hand  and  I  was  one  of  those  chosen 
from  among  many  millions  to  know  this 
great  joy. 

I  did  not  accept  Mormon  doctrine  with¬ 
out  a  great  deal  of  study.  Baptism,  while 
appealing  to  me  at  first,  was  placed  in 
the  background  for  a  time  while  I  studied 
pre-existence  and  the  three  degrees  of 
glory,  according  to  latter-day  revelation. 
The  matter  of  pre-existence  was  extremely 
interesting. 

The  acceptance  of  Joseph  Smith  as  a 
latter-day  prophet,  was  to  me  the  easiest 
part  of  all  my  investigation.  When  it 
was  shown  to  me  that  the  Church  as  had 
been  established  by  Christ  had  so  far  de¬ 
parted  from  his  plain  teachings  that  a 
restoration  was  necessary,  the  vision  given 
to  John  the  Revelator  was  easily  under¬ 
stood.  He  being  the  last  of  the  Apostles, 
it  was  reasonable  that  he  should  be  the 
one  chosen  to  foretell  the  restoration. 
"And  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in  the  midst 
of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  Gospel." 
It  was  comparatively  easy  for  me  to  link 
this  up  with  the  angel  Moroni  who  de¬ 
livered  the  plates  to  Joseph  Smith. 

Joseph  Smith's  teachings  were  enlight¬ 
ening.  His  plain,  simple  story  of  how  he 
received  the  plates,  after  having  received  a 
vision  from  God  the  Father,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  His  Only  Begotten  Son,  and  later 
the  angel  Moroni,  could  all  be  worked 
out  in  reason.  Had  not  God  appeared  to 
Moses?  Had  not  the  Savior  appeared  to 
the  Apostles?  Now  there  is  not,  and 
cannot  be,  any  middle  ground  so  far  as 
the  acceptance  of  Mormon  doctrine  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Either  Joseph  Smith  was  a 
prophet,  seer,  and  revelator  and  the  Church 
he  and  his  followers  organized  is  the  only 
true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth,  or 
else  it  is  the  greatest  deception  of  all  time. 
This  is  not  simply  another  Christian 
church,  with  its  followers  believing  that 
we  are  all  reaching  out  for  the  same  place 
and  that  all  churches  are  right.  Christ’s 
Church  is  either  here  or  it  is  not. 

(To  Be  Continued ) 
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"THE  MIRACLE  OF  SALT  LAKE" 

By  MARVIN  J.  ASHTON,  Associate  Editor  of 
Millennial  Star 

When  “The  Miracle  of  Salt  Lake,”  a 
gripping  film  short  on  outstanding  events 
and  happenings  in  early  Latter-day  Saint 
history,  finishes  showing  at  the  Empire 
Theatre,  London’s  largest  theatre,  this 
week  after  eight  weeks  of  continuous 
showing,  box-office  records  will  indicate 
that  approximately  one  million  London 
cinema-goers  have  seen  the  extremely  fa¬ 
vorable  film.  The  short  had  the  good 
fortune  of  accompanying  the  famed  pic¬ 
ture,  “Citadel,”  whose  popularity  makes 
a  continuous  run  of  eight  weeks  necessary 
in  the  well-known  Leicester  Square 
cinema. 

Considering  the  above-mentioned  fig¬ 
ures,  it  is  accurate  to  say  that  never  in 
the  Church’s  history  in  Britain  has  more 
favorable  publicity  been  given  in  a  like 
period.  One  million  intently  see  and  hear 
Mormonism  in  eight  weeks.  The  one 
million  Londoners  will  not  be  the  only 
Britishers  to  see  the  short  either.  In  a 
conversation  with  publicity  officials  of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  producer  of  the 
film,  the  writer  learned  that  picture  at¬ 
tendee  throughout  Britain  will  see  the 
short  synopsis  of  early  Mormon  history 
when  it  is  generally  released  in  March  or 
April. 

According  to  all  reports  the  film  has 
been  very  well  received  by  those  in  at¬ 
tendance.  In  many  cases  it  has  not  been 
an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  clapping  and 
favorable  comments  at  the  completion  of 
the  inspiring  picture.  Thousands  dur¬ 
ing  the  eight  week  period  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  hearing  of  Mormonism  for  the  first 
time  while  scores  of  others  were  having 
their  initial  opportunity  of  hearing  it  in 
its  true  light.  The  characterizations  of 
Brigham  Young  and  his  early  associates 
together  with  the  scenes  depicting  the 
courage  and  fortitude  of  the  early  Saints 
were  forceful  and  impressive  enough  to 
make  the  most  biased  spectator  doff  his 
hat  in  admiration  to  a  people  who  did  not 
know  defeat. 

“The  Miracle  of  Salt  Lake”  opens  with 
scenes  showing  the  early  Saints  in  eastern 
America  worshipping  under  difficulties. 
While  the  members  are  together  in  meet¬ 
ing  halls  seeking  to  worship  Almighty 
God  as  they  saw  fit,  mobs  break  in;  signs, 
doors,  pulpits,  Books  of  Mormon  and 


other  property  are  seized  and  destroyed  by 
fire.  Undaunted  and  undismayed  the 
Mormons  continue  to  worship  under  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  conditions.  Finally 
the  opposition  becomes  so  great  that  they 
are  forced  for  their  religious  independence 
to  make  plans  and  preparations  for  a 
march  into  an  uninhabited,  unknown  west. 

Personal  sacrifice  and  heartaches  precede 
the  Pioneers'  packing  their  belongings  into 
crude  ox-drawn  and  horse-drawn  covered- 
wagons.  Homes,  property  and  loved  ones 
are  left  behind  as  the  westward  migration 
takes  place;  only  a  devout  faith  in  the 
helping  hand  of  God  making  their  bur¬ 
dens  light.  The  filming  of  the  trying 
migration  is  realistic  enough  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saint  to  make  him  re-live  the  Pioneer 
experiences  while  the  outsider  must  wonder 
with  admiration  why  the  Saints  went 
through  what  they  did. 

The  meagerly  clad,  poorly  equipped 
early  Mormons  are  shown  as  they  tramp 
day  after  day  by  the  side  of  their  wagons 
on  a  trail  of  their  own  making.  Young 
and  old,  men  and  women  unceasingly 
plod  day  after  day  with  physical  strength 
none  too  great,  but  with  spiritual  strength 
abundant. 

Along  the  way  babies  are  born.  Many 
a  mother  lovingly  cradles  her  newly  born 
child  in  her  arms  continuously  to  break 
the  ever-present  jog  of  the  wagons  making 
their  way  over  untrampled  paths.  In 
birth  and  in  death  the  Mormons  were 
brave.  On  numerous  occasions  loved 
ones,  failing  to  survive  in  the  arduous  task 
of  travel,  were  laid  to  rest  along  the  trail. 
Simple  services  led  by  Brigham  Young 
were  punctuated  with  tears  from  tried 
and  true  Pioneers.  Often  an  old  oxen  or 
buffalo  head  was  left  as  a  marker  over  the 
grave  of  the  departed  member. 

Over  prairie  land  and  rugged  hills  the 
trek  continues.  Upon  reaching  certain 
sections  of  the  land  the  Pioneers  would 
separately  approach  their  fearless  leader 
and  ask  if  this  or  that  would  not  make  a 
suitable  place  to  establish  a  settlement, 
but  still  Brigham  Young  led  them  on  and 
on,  stating  that  he  would  know  the  ap¬ 
pointed  place  when  he  saw  it.  Weeks 
passed  and  months  dragged  on  with  sick¬ 
ness  and  scarcity  of  food  threatening  the 
united  band.  Finally  on  a  warm,  sum¬ 
mer  day  as  the  group  was  making  its 
way  out  of  one  of  the  canyons  a  great, 
barren,  sagebrush  valley  could  be  seen. 
The  Pioneers’  first  view  led  them  to  think 
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of  what  a  hot,  trying  journey  it  was 
going  to  be  in  crossing  the  vast  section. 
As  the  company  halted  at  the  mouth  of 
Emigration  Canyon,  a  sick  leader,  Brig¬ 
ham  Young,  previously  stricken  with 
mountain  fever,  raised  himself  out  of  bed 
in  the  wagon,  and  with  thoughtful  eyes 
surveyed  the  barren  wasteland  and  then 
boldly  declared  to  his  people,  “This  is 
the  place — drive  on.” 

Greatly  surprised  at  the  declaration,  yet 
with  immoveable  faith  in  the  colonizer 
the  group  entered  the  valley  and  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  unpack  and  make  ready 
to  build  their  homes.  The  baked,  sage¬ 
brush  land  appeared  to  the  new  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  be  far  from  productive.  A  trap¬ 
per,  Jim  Bridger,  who  had  travelled  in 
the  surrounding  sections  for  years,  had 
previously  told  the  Mormon  leader  that 
he  and  his  people  had  better  not  stop  in 
the  valley  but  to  continue  on  to  the  wes¬ 
tern  coast  of  America  if  they  didn’t  want 
to  perish  in  the  salt  desert.  Certain  of 
the  unproductivity  of  the  soil  Bridger 
confidently  made  an  offer  of  $1,000  for 
a  bushel  of  corn  raised  in  the  arid  land. 
The  head  of  the  Pioneers  was  not  dis¬ 
couraged  with  the  information,  but 
thanked  his  informant  for  his  advice  and 
friendship.  Log  cabins  were  constructed 
from  trees  obtained  in  nearby  hills;  and 
as  the  days  went  by  their  community 
was  established. 

Immediately  after  their  arrival,  by  di¬ 
verting  canyon  streams  of  water,  the  peo¬ 
ple  began  practicing  the  principle  of  ir¬ 
rigation.  Much  of  the  dry,  lifeless  land 
was  flooded  and  later  ploughed  and  seed 
was  sown.  Despite  the  late  summer  date 
of  planting,  the  wheat  planted  grew  rap¬ 
idly,  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  industri¬ 
ous  group. 

The  happiness  of  the  Pioneers  was  not 
to  be  long  lived,  however,  since  a  great 
trial  was  about  to  come  upon  them.  An 
Indian  from  a  nearby  friendly  tribe  came 
hurriedly  into  the  Mormon  settlement  one 
day.  To  Brigham  Young  he  said,  hold¬ 
ing  a  small  insect  in  his  hand,  “Crickets 
are  on  their  way,  eating  as  they  go.  They 
will  eat  your  crops  if  you  don’t  stop  them 
before  they  get  here.” 

Brigham  Young  took  the  Indian’s  tip 
and  made  plans  to  thwart  the  devastating 
insects,  but  before  the  group  knew  it  the 
crop-destroyers  were  hopping  over  the 
hills  and  flying  through  the  sky  in  droves. 
The  fear-stricken  Saints  with  shovels  and 


clubs  in  hand  went  out  to  fight  off  the 
insects  that  were  mowing  the  green  gardens 
down  as  they  made  their  way  along.  The 
Saints  fought  their  foes  intently,  but  it 
was  a  useless  fight  with  the  millions  of 
crickets  holding  complete  sway.  Finally 
with  perspiration-covered  brows  the  Saints 
knelt  in  their  gardens  among  the  destroy¬ 
ing  crickets  and  prayed:  “Help  us  O 
God.  Save  our  crops.” 

Upon  arising  from  their  knees  they 
were  surprised  to  hear  the  sounds  of  fly¬ 
ing  and  crying  seagulls.  “We  are  doomed,” 
they  thought.  “What  the  crickets  don't 
destroy  these  hungry  birds  will  devour.” 

But  lo,  the  seagulls  descended  upon  the 
wheat — not  to  gulp  it  away — but  to 
destroy  the  crickets.  The  thousands  of 
gulls  continued  their  work  of  killing  the 
crickets  by  the  millions.  The  heavens  were 
filled  with  the  crop-saving  birds.  They 
continued  their  efficient  work  throughout 
the  day  as  the  Saints  with  thankful  hearts 
looked  on.  Again  the  Pioneers  bowed  to 
their  knees,  this  time  with  hearts  filled 
with  gratitude,  and  thanked  God  for  spar¬ 
ing  their  crops.  The  crops  were  saved  and 
the  Saints  spared  from  famine. 

The  film  closes  with  scenes  of  the  Brig¬ 
ham  Young  monument  in  Salt  Lake  City 
with  tribute  being  paid  to  the  mighty 
colonizer,  and  his  industrious,  God-fear¬ 
ing,  fellow  Church  members,  the  Latter- 
day  Saints. 


ELDER  BALLARD,  CONFERENCE  SERMON 

(Continued  from  page  435) 

or  immoral  practices,  just  to  punish  you 
or  deny  you  what  you  think  are  privileges 
you  ought  to  have.  We  see  your  destiny, 
but  we  know  you  cannot  go  forward  to 
that  destiny,  to  carry  the  work  of  the 
Almighty  to  the  triumphant  victory  over 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  unless  you  ad¬ 
here  to  the  Lord’s  plan.  If  you  do  sub¬ 
scribe  to  it,  if  you  do  pay  your  tithes  and 
offerings,  if  you  do  adhere  to  the  Word  of 
Wisdom,  if  you  adhere  in  loyalty  to  this 
Church,  there  is  no  power  on  earth  nor 
in  hell  that  can  stop  this  people  from 
marching  on  to  their  glorious  destiny,  to 
be  the  light  of  the  world,  and  to  win  the 
world  ultimately  to  Christ. 

When  that  day  comes  —  for  only 
through  him  can  peace  come — then  will 
swords  be  beaten  into  plowshares,  and 
(Concluded  on  page  443) 
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THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(ARTICLE  3) 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 

Points  in  this  theme  already  considered  in  previous 
issues  of  Liahona : 

1.  An  apostasy  from  the  Church  of  Christ  was 
predicted  by  the  prophets  and  recorded  in  scriptural 
writings. 

2.  Scriptures  cited  indicating  that  such  apostasy 
was  well  in  progress  before  the  close  of  the  Apostolic 
period. 

3.  Early  historical  and  ecclesiastical  writers  (Milner, 
Adam  Clarke,  Eusebius,  and  Mosheim)  cited  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  "falling-away." 

4.  Why  the  apostasy?  Because  the  Enemy  of  Right¬ 
eousness  waged  war  against  the  Church. 

5.  Agencies  through  which  the  Enemy  worked. 
For  discussion  now. 


PERSECUTION,  embracing  financial  sac¬ 
rifice,  social  distress,  physical  torture  and 
even  death  seems  always  to  have  been  a 
favorite  weapon  in  Satanic  warfare.  With 
it  he  fought,  though  happily  without  suc¬ 
cess,  for  the  soul  of  Job. 

Deception  and  fraud  by  ADULTERA¬ 
TION,  Substitution  and  Counterfeit 
are  Satan's  implements  by  right,  as  he  is 
the  father  of  lies  and  such  devices  are  dev¬ 
ilish  by  nature.  These  implements  of  the 
Enemy  of  Truth  were  introduced  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden,  and  so  effective  were  they 
there  that  he  has  ever  since  kept  them 
polished  by  constant  use. 

Vanity  and  Pride,  Greed  for  Gain. 
and  Ambition  for  Power.  Satan  has  al¬ 
ways  used  to  burn  out  the  devine  nature 
in  man,  and  their  effect  on  the  spirit  is 
as  destructive  and  as  certain  as  that  of 
poison  gas  in  the  body. 

All  of  these  agencies  of  warfare  the 
Adversary  put  in  action  against  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  in  his  grim  determination  to 
destroy  it  or  neutralize  its  power  for  good. 

PERSECUTION 

Satan  well  knew  that  the  hatred  of 
the  Jews  which  had  nailed  the  Christ  to 
the  cross  had  not  won  for  him  a  final 
triumph,  but  only  a  single  and  seeming 
victory.  Far  from  relaxing,  the  spirit  of 
hate  and  malignity  grew  space  as  the 
Christian  movement  began  to  spread.  Not 
only  did  the  Jews  make  of  Palestine  a 
seething  caldron  of  torment  and  persecu¬ 
tion,  but  their  vindictiveness  spread  to 
foreign  provinces.  Fabrications  of  treason 
and  conspiracy  were  woven  about  the 
Christians  wherever  found,  so  that  where 
the  power  of  the  high  priest  failed  in  at¬ 
taining  the  evil  purposes  of  the  persecutors, 
that  of  the  Roman  ruler  could  be  made 


to  apply.  The  apostles  were  imprisoned; 
Stephen  was  stoned  to  death  in  the  street: 
James  was  beheaded  at  the  order  of  Herod; 
Peter  was  marked  for  the  same  fate  and 
escaped  only  by  a  miraculous  delivery. 
The  scriptural  record  of  the  conditions  of 
the  time  is  very  meager  but  some  idea 
may  be  had  from  the  following  references: 
Acts  4:3:  5:18;  5:33;  6:8-15:  7:54-60: 
8:1;  12:1,  2:  John  21:18,  19:  I  Cor. 
4:9-13;  II  Cor.  4:8,  9;  6:4,  5. 

As  the  Church  began  to  spread  abroad 
and  Christian  membership  was  established 
throughout  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  the  Judaic  persecution,  which  in 
itself  seemed  well-nigh  unbearable,  was 
more  than  redoubled  by  that  which  came 
from  a  pagan  source.  The  peculiar  nature 
of  their  belief  and  practice  set  the  world 
against  them.  The  pagan  people  about 
them  were  worshipping  the  “unknown 
god.”  The  Christians  knew  whom  they 
worshipped.  They  had  come  to  know 
the  true  and  living  God  and  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  Him.  To  them  God  was  an 
exalted,  glorified,  personal  being,  reflected 
and  revealed  through  His  Son  with  whom 
they  or  their  teachers  had  mingled  in 
life.  To  them  the  idolatrous  worship  of 
their  neighbors  was  ridiculous  if  not 
blasphemous.  Their  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  its  import  in  saving  the  souls 
of  men  and  their  proselyting  spirit  im¬ 
pelled  them  to  declaim  against  the  whole 
system  of  idolatry  and  strive  to  win  over 
its  adherents  to  Christianity. 

These  attacks  against  the  Roman  gods 
and  the  Roman  religion  were  thrusts 
against  a  system  toward  which  the  lords 
of  the  Empire  were  extremely  jealous. 
Such  opposition  endangered  not  only  the 
religious  but  also  the  political  fabric  of 
Rome,  and  so  could  in  nowise  be  tolerated. 

The  pagan  forms  of  worship  were  char¬ 
acterized  by  ceremonies,  spectacle  and 
splenor.  Sacrifice  and  superstition,  glam¬ 
our  and  show  were  employed  to  allure 
and  hold  the  ignorant  and  credulous  popu¬ 
lace.  The  Christians  had  none  such. 
They  worshipped  their  God  in  spirit  and 
in  truth  with  all  simplicity.  They  had 
no  blood  or  burnt  sacrifices,  no  images, 
no  spectacle.  A  system  so  devoid  of  pomp 
and  glory  drew  from  its  neighbors  first 
derision,  then  hatred. 

Active  pagan  persecution  began  with 
the  reign  of  Nero  in  64  A.  D.  and  con¬ 
tinued  intermittently  to  the  passing  of 
(Continued  on  page  443) 
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Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson — 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  in¬ 
separably  connected  with,  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  con¬ 
trolled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles 
of  righteousness. 

Let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly; 
then  shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the 
presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy  soul  as  the 
dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging  scepter 
of  righteousness  and  truth;  and  thy  dominion 
shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion,  and  with¬ 
out  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow  unto  thee 
forever  and  ever. 

The  ends  of  the  earth  shall  inquire  after 
thy  name,  and  fools  shall  have  thee  in  derision, 
and  hell  shall  rage  against  thee. 

If  thou  art  called  to  pass  through  tribula¬ 
tion;  if  thou  are  in  perils  among  false  breth¬ 
ren;  if  thou  art  in  perils  among  robbers;  if 
thou  art  in  perils  by  land  or  sea;  if  thou  art 
accused  with  all  manner  of  false  accusations; 
if  thine  enemies  fall  upon  thee  and  if  thou 
shouldst  be  cast  into  the  pit,  or  into  the  hands 
of  murderers,  and  the  sentence  of  death  be 
passed  upon  thee;  if  thou  be  cast  into  the  deep; 
if  the  billowing  surge  conspire  against  thee; 
if  fierce  winds  become  thine  enemy;  if  the 
heavens  gather  blackness,  and  all  the  elements 
combine  to  hedge  up  the  way;  and  above  all, 
if  the  very  jaws  of  hell  shall  gape  open  the 
mouth  wide  after  thee,  know  thou,  my  son, 
that  all  these  things  shall  give  thee  experience, 
and  shall  be  for  thy  good. 

The  Son  of  Man  hath  descended  below  them 
all.  Art  thou  greater  than  he? 

Therefore,  hold  on  thy  way,  and  the  priest¬ 
hood  shall  remain  with  thee;  for  their  bounds 
are  set,  they  cannot  pass.  Thy  days  are  known, 
and  thy  years  shall  not  be  numbered  less; 
therefore,  fear  not  what  man  can  do,  for  God 
shall  be  with  you  forever  and  ever. 

The  counsel  contained  in  this  revelation 
is  just  as  applicable,  the  doctrine  as  true 
and  the  promises  as  sure  as  when  first 
given  on  March  20th  one  hundred  years 
ago.  E.  L.  M. 


ELDER  BALLARD,  CONFERENCE  SERMON 

(Concluded  from  page  440) 

spears  into  pruning-hooks.  God  help 
us  to  realize  our  tremendous  responsi¬ 
bility,  not  only  for  ourselves  and  the 
Church,  but  for  the  whole  world,  and 
for  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  that 
shall  be  triumphant  in  the  earth.  God 
speed  that  glorious  day,  I  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(Continued  from  page  441) 

Diocletian  in  303.  Space  will  not  per¬ 
mit  verbatim  quotations  from  history  por¬ 
traying  the  rigor  and  horror  of  this  240 
years  of  human  torture  and  sacrifice.  Let 
him  who  is  interested  read  for  himself 
from  the  pages  of  history  through  the 
reigns  of  Nero,  Dometrian,  Trajan,  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius,  and  others  down  to  Diocle¬ 
tian,  of  how  the  Christians  were  hunted 
as  wild  game  for  the  killing.  Not  only 
were  their  lives  taken  in  a  decently  hu¬ 
mane  process  of  execution,  but  every  con¬ 
ceivable  means  of  torture  was  employed  to 
increase  the  horror,  that  the  Christian 
might  be  induced  to  recant  from  his  faith. 
He  could  renounce  Christianity  and  be  a 
free  man,  or  remain  Christian  and  become 
a  lighted  torch  at  the  amphitheater,  be 
hung  on  the  cross,  put  in  the  dungeon  to 
starve,  stretched  or  torn  asunder  on  the 
racks  or  fed  alive  to  the  hungry  dogs  and 
wild  beasts.  Read  Tacitus  Annals,  book 
15,  chapter  42;  Eusebius  Ecclesiastical 
History ,  book  8,  chapter  8;  Gibbon  De¬ 
cline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire , 
chapter  16. 

During  this  reign  of  terror  thousands 
of  the  most  valiant,  they  who  could  best 
be  depended  upon  to  direct  the  Christian 
cause  in  the  way  of  truth,  were  removed 
by  martyrdom.  Thousands  of  others 
sought  the  protection  of  the  law  and  has¬ 
tened  to  prove  their  infidelity  by  sacri¬ 
ficing  to  the  Roman  gods.  Others  by 
their  wealth  were  able  to  buy  an  im¬ 
munity  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  vouch¬ 
ing  their  allegiance  to  the  gods  of  the 
nation,  while  technically  remaining  within 
the  Christian  Church.  (See  Milner, 
Church  History ,  century  3,  chapters  8 
and  9.) 

Let  the  reader  ponder  what  contribution 
persecution  made  toward  a  general  apostasy 
from  the  organization,  order  and  doctrine 
established  by  our  Lord.  Other  agencies 
employed  by  the  Evil  One  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  in  future  articles. 

(To  Be  Continued ) 


Genius  is  talent  set  on  fire  by  courage. 
Fidelity  is  simply  daring  to  be  true  in 
small  things  as  well  as  great.  Courage  is 
the  standing  army  of  the  soul  which  keeps 
it  from  conquest,  pillage  and  slavery. 

— Henry  Van  Dyke. 
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Prison  Bars  Can  t  Keep  Out  God 


IT  WAS  IN  THE  PRISON  of  Phar- 
aoh  that  Joseph  was  given  by  in¬ 
spiration  the  interpretation  of  the 
dreams  of  the  baker  and  butler  and  it  was 
from  the  prison  that  Joseph  was  called 
to  interpret  the  dream  of  Pharaoh  where¬ 
by  Egypt  and  the  surrounding  country 
were  saved  from  famine. 

God  sent  His  angel  to  His  servant  Dan¬ 
iel  in  the  lions'  den  and  closed  the  mouths 
of  the  lions  that  they  did  him  no  harm; 
and  to  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego 
He  sent  divine  protection  against  the 
flames  of  the  seven-times-heated  furnace. 

An  angel  of  the  Lord  came  to  the 
prison  that  held  Peter,  ridding  the  apostle 
of  his  bonds  and  conducting  him  through 
the  gates  of  the  prison  to  liberty. 

The  prayer  of  Alma  and  Amulek  of¬ 
fered  to  the  Lord  from  the  prison  in  which 
they  were  confined  was  answered.  They 
were  released  and  the  prison  was  destroyed. 

A  hundred  years  ago  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  and  his  brother  Hyrum  the  Pat¬ 
riarch,  and  others  with  them,  were  lan¬ 
guishing  in  the  jail  in  Liberty,  Mo.  In  a 
mock  court  martial  at  midnight  and  with¬ 
out  a  hearing,  they  had  been  condemned  to 
be  shot  on  the  morning  of  November  2, 
1838,  on  the  public  square  in  Far  West. 
The  sense  of  justice  in  the  heart  of  Brig¬ 
adier-General  A.  W.  Doniphan,  and  the 
courageous  spirit  with  which  he  sup¬ 
ported  it  in  refusing  to  execute  the  order 
given  him,  spared  the  lives  of  the  prison¬ 
ers.  Marched  to  Independence  and  then 
to  Richmond,  they  were  given  an  ex-parte 
trial,  a  travesty  on  court  procedure,  and, 
November  28th,  committed  to  jail  in 
Liberty.  There  they  remained  during  the 
months  of  December,  January,  February, 
March  and  a  part  of  April,  without  con¬ 
viction  of  any  offense  against  the  law. 

While  confined  in  prison  in  Richmond 
during  the  mock  court  procedure,  an  in¬ 
fluence  and  power  not  his  own  came  to  the 


Prophet  and  with  super-human  majesty 
he  rebuked  and  silenced  the  blackguarding, 
blaspheming  guard.  To  these  armed  men 
their  helpless  prisoner  in  chains  was  trans¬ 
formed  to  a  commanding  personality  be¬ 
fore  whom  they  cowered  and  cringed  and 
whose  orders  they  respected  and  obeyed. 

The  old  jail  at  Liberty  is  no  more;  but 
the  floor  of  slab  stone  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  walls  still  remain  as  the  basement 
of  a  private  residence. 

It  was  while  incarcerated  in  Liberty  that 
Joseph  Smith  communed  with  Jehovah 
and  from  Him  received  the  consolation, 
hope  and  instruction  recorded  in  sections 
121  and  122  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cove¬ 
nants. 

In  anguish  of  soul  the  Prophet  appealed 
to  the  Lord  concerning  the  oppressions 
and  persecutions  of  the  Saints  and  the 
sorrows  and  suffering  through  which  they 
were  passing. 

The  prayer  was  heard  and  answered. 
We  enter  here  some  excerpts  from  the 
response  of  the  Lord  as  committed  to 
writing  by  the  Prophet: 

My  son,  peace  be  unto  thy  soul;  thine  ad¬ 
versity  and  thine  afflictions  shall  be  but  a 
small  moment;  and  then,  if  thou  endure  it 
well,  God  shall  exalt  thee  on  high;  thou  shalt 
triumph  over  all  thy  foes. 

Wo  unto  all  those  that  discomfort  my  people, 
and  drive,  and  murder,  and  testify  against 
them,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  Behold,  mine 
eyes  see  and  know  all  their  works,  and  I  have 
in  reserve  a  swift  judgment  in  the  season 
thereof,  for  them  all.  For  there  is  a  time 
appointed  for  every  man,  according  as  his 
works  shall  be. 

God  shall  give  unto  you  knowledge  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  yes,  by  the  unspeakable  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  that  has  not  been  revealed 
since  the  world  was  until  now;  which  our 
forefathers  have  awaited  with  anxious  expec¬ 
tation  to  be  revealed  in  the  last  times,  which 
their  minds  were  pointed  to  by  the  fulness 
of  their  glory. 

Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are 
chosen.  And  why  are  they  not  chosen? 
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Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson — 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  in¬ 
separably  connected  with,  the  powers  of  heaven, 
and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  con¬ 
trolled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles 
of  righteousness. 

Let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly; 
then  shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the 
presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy  soul  as  the 
dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging  scepter 
of  righteousness  and  truth;  and  thy  dominion 
shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion,  and  with¬ 
out  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow  unto  thee 
forever  and  ever. 

The  ends  of  the  earth  shall  inquire  after 
thy  name,  and  fools  shall  have  thee  in  derision, 
and  hell  shall  rage  against  thee. 

If  thou  art  called  to  pass  through  tribula¬ 
tion;  if  thou  are  in  perils  among  false  breth¬ 
ren;  if  thou  art  in  perils  among  robbers;  if 
thou  art  in  perils  by  land  or  sea;  if  thou  art 
accused  with  all  manner  of  false  accusations; 
if  thine  enemies  fall  upon  thee  and  if  thou 
shouldst  be  cast  into  the  pit,  or  into  the  hands 
of  murderers,  and  the  sentence  of  death  be 
passed  upon  thee;  if  thou  be  cast  into  the  deep; 
if  the  billowing  surge  conspire  against  thee; 
if  fierce  winds  become  thine  enemy;  if  the 
heavens  gather  blackness,  and  all  the  elements 
combine  to  hedge  up  the  way;  and  above  all, 
if  the  very  jaws  of  hell  shall  gape  open  the 
mouth  wide  after  thee,  know  thou,  my  son, 
that  all  these  things  shall  give  thee  experience, 
and  shall  be  for  thy  good. 

The  Son  of  Man  hath  descended  below  them 
all.  Art  thou  greater  than  he? 

Therefore,  hold  on  thy  way,  and  the  priest¬ 
hood  shall  remain  with  thee;  for  their  bounds 
are  set,  they  cannot  pass.  Thy  days  are  known, 
and  thy  years  shall  not  be  numbered  less; 
therefore,  fear  not  what  man  can  do,  for  God 
shall  be  with  you  forever  and  ever. 

The  counsel  contained  in  this  revelation 
is  just  as  applicable,  the  doctrine  as  true 
and  the  promises  as  sure  as  when  first 
given  on  March  20th  one  hundred  years 
ago.  E.  L.  M. 


ELDER  BALLARD,  CONFERENCE  SERMON 

(Concluded  from  page  440) 

spears  into  pruning-hooks.  God  help 
us  to  realize  our  tremendous  responsi¬ 
bility,  not  only  for  ourselves  and  the 
Church,  but  for  the  whole  world,  and 
for  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  that 
shall  be  triumphant  in  the  earth.  God 
speed  that  glorious  day,  I  pray,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(Continued  from  page  441) 

Diocletian  in  303.  Space  will  not  per¬ 
mit  verbatim  quotations  from  history  por¬ 
traying  the  rigor  and  horror  of  this  240 
years  of  human  torture  and  sacrifice.  Let 
him  who  is  interested  read  for  himself 
from  the  pages  of  history  through  the 
reigns  of  Nero,  Dometrian,  Trajan,  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius,  and  others  down  to  Diocle¬ 
tian,  of  how  the  Christians  were  hunted 
as  wild  game  for  the  killing.  Not  only 
were  their  lives  taken  in  a  decently  hu¬ 
mane  process  of  execution,  but  every  con¬ 
ceivable  means  of  torture  was  employed  to 
increase  the  horror,  that  the  Christian 
might  be  induced  to  recant  from  his  faith. 
He  could  renounce  Christianity  and  be  a 
free  man,  or  remain  Christian  and  become 
a  lighted  torch  at  the  amphitheater,  be 
hung  on  the  cross,  put  in  the  dungeon  to 
starve,  stretched  or  torn  asunder  on  the 
racks  or  fed  alive  to  the  hungry  dogs  and 
wild  beasts.  Read  Tacitus  Annals,  book 
15,  chapter  42;  Eusebius  Ecclesiastical 
History ,  book  8,  chapter  8;  Gibbon  De¬ 
cline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire , 
chapter  16. 

During  this  reign  of  terror  thousands 
of  the  most  valiant,  they  who  could  best 
be  depended  upon  to  direct  the  Christian 
cause  in  the  way  of  truth,  were  removed 
by  martyrdom.  Thousands  of  others 
sought  the  protection  of  the  law  and  has¬ 
tened  to  prove  their  infidelity  by  sacri¬ 
ficing  to  the  Roman  gods.  Others  by 
their  wealth  were  able  to  buy  an  im¬ 
munity  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  vouch¬ 
ing  their  allegiance  to  the  gods  of  the 
nation,  while  technically  remaining  within 
the  Christian  Church.  (See  Milner, 
Church  History ,  century  3,  chapters  8 
and  9.) 

Let  the  reader  ponder  what  contribution 
persecution  made  toward  a  general  apostasy 
from  the  organization,  order  and  doctrine 
established  by  our  Lord.  Other  agencies 
employed  by  the  Evil  One  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  in  future  articles. 

(To  Be  Continued ) 


Genius  is  talent  set  on  fire  by  courage. 
Fidelity  is  simply  daring  to  be  true  in 
small  things  as  well  as  great.  Courage  is 
the  standing  army  of  the  soul  which  keeps 
it  from  conquest,  pillage  and  slavery. 

— Henry  Van  Dyke. 
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EAST  IOWA  DISTRICT Ferrel  E.  Carter,  President. 

"My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and 
they  follow  me;  and  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life, 
and  they  shall  not  perish,  neither  shall  any  man  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hand.'' 

The  testimonies  of  two  nations,  recorded  as  the 
"stick  of  Judah"  and  the  "stick  of  Joseph,"  have 
convinced  many  of  the  "sure  word"  of  God.  Especially 
convincing  has  been  the  testimony  of  the  "stick  of 
Joseph." 

In  lending  the  Book  of  Mormon  the  missionaries 
have  experienced  a  "soul  satisfying"  joy  in  observ¬ 
ing  the  readiness  in  which  "his  sheep"  have  recog¬ 
nized  "his  voice."  A  book  recently  lent,  has  been 
the  means  of  deeply  interesting  four  families  in  the 
restored  Gospel.  One  lady,  after  reading  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  remarked,  "it  is  a  wonderful  book,  I  must 
learn  more  about  it." 

Having  found  gratifying  success  in  lending  the 
Book  of  Mormon  in  the  past,  the  missionaries  of  East 
Iowa  are  determined  to  continue  diligently  in  this 
type  of  missionary  work. 

Elder  Morris  Christensen,  prior  to  returning  to  his 
home  in  the  West,  was  privileged  to  baptize  the  follow¬ 
ing,  who  resided  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa:  Eva  L.  Hake, 
Zona  G.  Robeson,  Elma  M.,  Hubert  J.  and  Lawrence 
T.  Poulton,  and  James  E.  Overholsen.  We  are  happy 
to  welcome  these  people  into  the  Church,  and  wish 
them  a  continuation  of  joy  in  their  future  activity 
in  God's  Kingdom  here  on  earth. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  well  in  our  work  in  East 
Iowa.  The  Spirit  of  righteous  progression  is  being 
manifested  in  all  the  Branches,  for  which  we  are 
indeed  grateful.  To  our  co-workers  we  extend  our 
greetings. 


WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT :-L.  Flake  Rogers,  President. 

"Por  I  remember  the  word  of  God,  which  saith  by 
their  works  ye  shall  know  them;  for  if  works 

be  good,  then  they  are  good  also."  The  missionaries 
of  West  Iowa  rejoice  in  opportunities  that  are  ours  to 
lead  men  to  do  good  works,  and  feel  the  burning  de¬ 
sire  to  declare  the  "pure  and  simple  doctrine  of 


Jesus  Christ"  to  the  world. 

The  most  recent  outstanding  event  was  the  dis¬ 
trict  conference  held  in  Des  Moines.  President  and 
Sister  Hinckley  were  present  and  their  message  was 
one  that  inspired  those  in  attendance  to  a  better  life. 
The  Saints  are  taking  heed  of  the  suggestions  made 
by  President  Hinckley,  which  could  well  be  prac¬ 
ticed  by  all  members  of  the  Church: 

1- To  say  nothing  but  good  about  your  neighbor. 

2 - To  pay  an  honest  tithing. 

3 - To  pray  with  more  sincerity  and  regularity. 

Surely  if  these  teachings  were  rigidly  lived  we 

would  be  led  to  good  works. 

We  regret  that  the  releases  of  Sister  Norlene  Buch- 
miller  and  Elder  Frank  A.  Nicoll  have  taken  them 


from  our  district.  We  thank  them  for  their  friend¬ 
ship  and  help  while  here  and  pray  that  their  future 
success  may  equal  the  success  they  had  as  missionaries. 

W’e  welcome  into  our  district  Sister  Beth  Swain  and 
Elder  J.  Alma  Parrish.  We  are  happy  to  have  them 
for  they  both  bear  the  spirit  of  their  work. 

NORTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Richard  B.  Shurtliff, 
President. 

The  Primary  work  is  proving  to  be  an  effective 
means  of  missionary  work.  Sisters  Knight  and  Foerster, 
laboring  in  Fort  Wayne,  report  the  following  con¬ 
tacts  through  their  efforts  in  Primary  work: 

"A  few  minutes  before  we  started  one  of  our 
Primary  classes  the  mother  of  three  of  our  members 
came  in  with  her  children,  who  are  regular  attend¬ 
ants.  We  introduced  ourselves  and  found  her  very 
interested  in  our  work.  She  asked  us  many  ques¬ 
tions  which  we  answered  as  best  we  could  and  went 
on  to  explain  some  of  the  principles  of  Mormonism. 
We  explained  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  our  method 
of  lending  it.  She  immediately  requested  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  reading  it  and  showed  an  eager  desire  to 
learn  more." 

"Recently  we  were  walking  down  the  street  and  heard 
someone  running  behind  us.  As  we  turned  we  recog¬ 
nized  one  of  our  former  Primary  girls  who  had  moved 
from  the  locality  where  she  had  attended  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  Primary.  She  was  delighted  to  see  us  again  and 
asked  if  we  would  come  to  her  home  and  ask  her 
mother  if  we  might  hold  a  Primary  in  her  home. 
This  we  did  and  were  greeted  warmly  by  her  mother. 
An  organization  of  a  new  Primary  resulted  and  an 
opportunity  had  to  explain  some  of  the  points  of  our 
message.  This  mother  has  been  a  regular  attender 
and  it  is  felt  much  good  will  result." 

These  sisters  are  to  be  commended  upon  the  fine 
work  they  are  doing  for  surely  through  their  influence 
with  the  children  both  children  and  parents  will 
benefit. 

We  regret  the  departure  of  two  of  our  missionaries 
to  their  homes  in  the  West,  Sister  Helen  Bradshaw 
to  St.  George,  Utah  and  George  A.  Francom  to  Pay- 
son,  Utah.  However,  we  are  grateful  to  them  for 
the  fine  things  they  have  accomplished  and  deem  it 
a  privilege  to  have  worked  with  them.  We  sincerely 
wish  them  continued  success  at  home. 

We  also  welcome  into  the  district,  Sister  Margarita 
Foerster  from  the  Wisconsin  District  and  wish  her 
success  and  happiness  in  her  new  field  of  labor. 

SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICT Frank  R.  Webster, 
President. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  advancements  being 
made  throughout  the  church  today,  and  we  are 
happy  to  say  this  advancement  is  also  being  made 
in  this  district. 

February  19th  marked  another  achievement  for  the 
Edinburg-Columbus  Sunday  School  when  they  moved 
from  Edinburg  to  Columbus,  a  more  centrally  located 
meeting  place.  This  little  group  has  grown  rapidly 
and  we  feel  this  change  will  aid  in  further  growth 
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and  progress  of  the  branch. 

The  Indianapolis  Branch  has  begun  publishing  a 
monthly  bulletin  reporting  all  of  its  activities.  It  is 
proving  to  be  very  successful  and  helpful  to  its 
members.  Congratulations  to  this  "wide  awake" 
branch  I 

The  entire  district  extends  its  deepest  sympathy  to 
Sister  Clariece  Craner  who,  on  February  16th  was 
called  to  her  home  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  due  to  the 
death  of  her  father.  She  has  accomplished  a  wonder¬ 
ful  work  while  here  and  we  hope  she  may  soon  re¬ 
turn  to  her  labors  in  the  mission  field. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Sister  Nelva  Cook  as 
she  comes  to  us  from  the  Mission  Office  to  replace 
Sister  Craner.  We  wish  her  much  success  in  her  new 
field  of  labor. 

President  Webster  and  Elder  Carruth  have  moved 
their  headquarters  from  Vincennes  to  Terre  Haute, 
where  they  expect  to  labor  for  some  time. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT: -Elman  L.  Jackson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We,  who  have  accepted  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
stand  boldly  under  a  great  responsibility.  In  obedience 
to  the  command  of  our  Father  in  Heaven  that  this 
Gospel  be  preached  to  all  the  world  as  a  witness 
unto  all  nations,  we  press  onward  in  that  path  of 
righteous  progress. 

In  the  past  month  several  outstanding  things  have 
been  accomplished  by  the  Saints  and  missionaries  in 
this  district. 

For  over  a  year  the  Akron  Branch  has  been  without 
missionaries.  Two  months  ago  Elders  Rollo  N.  Bulkley 
and  Stephen  A.  Adams  were  assigned  to  this  city 
and  have  met  with  much  success.  They  have  been 
able  to  organize  three  regular  cottage  meetings,  and 
have  found  a  number  of  people  interested  in  the 
Gospel.  A  new  ray  of  hope  begins  to  present  itself 
as  a  number  of  disinterested  members  again  show  a 
desire  to  work. 

On  January  29ih  an  inspiring  and  faith  promoting 
branch  conference  was  held  in  Youngstown.  Thei 
attendance  was  the  largest  since  the  branch  was  or¬ 
ganized  some  two  years  ago. 

In  the  morning  session  of  this  conference  one  of 
our  faithful  members  suddenly  became  very  ill.  She 
was  taken  into  another  room  and  after  the  meeting 
she  was  administered  to  by  her  husband  and  two 
other  Elders.  Almost  immediately  she  began  to  feel 
better.  Yet,  today,  some  are  inclined  to  ask,  "where  is 
the  Church  of  Christ  where  His  power  is  manifest 
by  the  gifts  of  the  spirit?" 

Elders  Homer  E.  Kunz  and  Junior  T.  Lundgreen 
have  organized  three  cottage  meetings  and  a  Primary 
in  Youngstown.  They  are  doing  a  very  fine  work 
and  are  to  be  commended. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  Cleveland  Branch  a  Relief 
Society  has  been  organized  by  Elder  E.  L.  Jackson 
and  Branch  President  E.  R.  Hall.  A  spirit  of  great 
joy  radiates  from  those  Saints  as  they  venture  upon 
their  new  endeavor. 

May  we,  who  call  ourselves  members  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ,  obey  our  Father's  commands.  Especially 
let  us  listen  to  his  counsel  to  meet  together  often 
in  the  meetings  of  the  Saints  that  we  may  develop 
and  better  ourselves,  so  that  we  can  aid  in  the  better¬ 
ment  of  others. 

WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT: -Ned  M.  Parcell,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

The  past  month  has  marked  two  important  events 
in  the  Grand  Rapids  Branch.  On  Valentine  Day, 
through  the  efforts  of  the  lady  missionaries,  Mary 
Furr  and  Nola  Mae  Kerby,  a  successful  M.  I.  A.  party 
was  held,  with  an  attendance  of  investigators  more 
than  doubling  that  of  the  members  of  the  branch. 
Some  of  them  stated  that  they  had  enjoyed  this  parly 
more  than  anything  they  had  attended  for  some  time. 

Sunday,  February  19th,  a  very  successful  branch 
conference  was  held  with  Brother  Ruel  L.  Jensen  of 
the  Michigan  Junior  Stake  Presidency  presiding.  This 
is  the  first  branch  conference  held  in  Grand  Rapids 
under  the  direction  of  the  new  Junior  Stake,  and  it 


was  enjoyed  very  much.  Others  attending  were 
Sister  Beatrice  Fisher  of  the  Stake  Primary  Board,  Mar¬ 
jorie  Anderson  of  the  Stake  Genealogical  Department, 
and  Brother  Hansen  of  the  Stake  M.  I.  A.  Board.  They 
gave  us  some  helpful  instructions  in  these  various 
departments  and  we  are  sure  we  are  now  better 
equipped  to  further  this  work. 

The  missionaries  of  the  West  Michigan  District  are 
all  well  and  feel  more  determined  to  preach  this 
Gospel  to  the  "children  of  men"  than  ever  before. 
We  send  greetings  to  all  our  fellow  workers. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Mary  Opal  Colvin,  from  Pima,  Ariz.,  to  North  Ill.  Dist. 
Madeline  Staples,  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  South  Ill.  Dist. 
Clyde  R.  Hansen,  from  Syracuse,  U.,  to  North  Ind.  D. 
LaVon  Jones,  Cedar  City,  Utah,  to  East  Iowa  District. 
Jessie  Larson,  from  Burley,  Idaho,  to  North  Illinois  Dist. 
Bennett  John  Rasmussen,  from  Magrath  Alberta,  Can¬ 
ada,  to  Wisconsin  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Arnold  V.  Wadsworth,  from  West  Mich.,  to  East  Iowa  D. 
Gene  S.  Merkley,  from  East  Iowa,  to  West  Mich.  Dist. 
Nelva  Cook,  from  Mission  Office,  to  South  Indiana  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Morris  S.  Christensen,  of  East  Iowa -Home,  Salem,  Utah. 
Helen  Bradshaw,  of  North  Ind. -Home,  St.  George,  U. 
George  A.  Francom,  of  North  Ind. -Home,  Payson,  Utah. 
Bartlett  C.  Mitchell,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President 


HAMILTON  DISTRICT :- Gerald  L.  Peterson,  President, 
62  Hillcrest,  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

"And  therefore,  he  that  will  harden  his  heart,  the 
same  receiveth  the  lesser  portion  of  the  word/  and 
he  that  will  not  harden  his  heart,  to  him  is  given 
the  greater  portion  of  the  word,  until  it  is  given  unto 
him  to  know  the  mysteries  of  God  until  he  knows 
them  all  in  full." 

The  missionaries  of  the  Hamilton  District  unite  in 
thanking  the  Lord»  for  the  way  the  hearts  of  the 
people  have  been  softened  and  the  opportunities 
that  have  opened  up  in  this  district  for  us  to  teach 
the  Gospel  to  the  outside  world.  Many  of  the  people 
are  not  hardening  their  hearts  against  the  word  of  God 
but  are  eagerly  desiring  to  hear  more  of  it. 

Since  the  first  of  this  year,  the  number  of  cottage 
meetings  have  more  then  doubled  and  the  investiga¬ 
tors  are  coming  out  in  larger  numbers  to  hear  the 
message  of  the  Gospel  as  it  is  to  be  preached  to  the 
whole  world  before  the  end  comes. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries  and  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Lord,  we  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the 
fold  two  new  converts  to  the  faith.  Miss  Hazel  Mas- 
terson  and  Miss  Christine  Fyfe,  were  baptized  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  St.  Catharines,  Ont.,  February  12th, 
and  we  wish  them  joy  in  their  new  life  in  the  Church 
of  Christ. 

Through  the  missionaries'  activity  in  basketball,  many 
new  friends  are  bieng  made.  Many  opportunities  are 
opening  up  for  the  missionaries  to  present  their  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  people  of  the  world. 

The  officers  of  the  Hamilton  M.  I.  A.  are  to  be 
complimented  on  the  splendid  work  that  they  are 
doing  and  for  the  interesting  programs  that  they 
have  planned.  Through  such  programs,  many  friends 
have  been  drawn  into  the  Mutual  Improvement  As¬ 
sociation  to  see  the  activities  of  our  Church. 

The  coming  year  promises  to  be  a  very  fruitful  one 
and  the  missionaries  are  doing  their  best  to  plant  the 
seeds  so  that  a  bounteous  harvest  might  be  reaped.  We 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  and  find  great  hap¬ 
piness  in  trying  to  help  other  people  see  the  true 
light  of  the  Gospel. 
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KITCHENER  DISTRICT :  — Ivan  O.  Jensen,  President, 
153  Park  Si.,  Walerloo,  Ontario. 

"For  what  man  knoweth  the  things  of  man,  save 
the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in  him?  Even  so,  the; 
things  of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  spirit  of 
God." 

It  seems  that  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  recognized 
the  truth  of  Pauls'  statement  above,  when  he  wrote: 

"There  are  one  story  intellects,  two  story  intellects, 
and  three  story  intellects  with  skylights.  All  fact 
collectors  who  have  no  aim  beyond  their  facts  are  one 
story  men.  Two  story  men  compare,  reason,  and 
generalize,  using  the  labor  of  the  fact  collectors  as  well 
as  their  own.  Three  story  intellects  idealize,  imagine, 
predict;  their  best  illumination  comes  from  above - 
through  the  skylight." 

Remember  the  words  of  Moroni,  "By  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things." 

We  missionaries  recognized  fully  that  the  comforter, 
which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  cometh  to  mankind  only 
as  Peter  prescribes  in  Acts  2:38 -We  must  know  God, 
and  repent  our  evil  ways,  having  a  desire  in  live  in 
accord  with  God's  will  and  commandments.  We  must 
enter  the  waters  of  baptism  according  to  divine  com¬ 
mand  and  be  baptized  by  someone  commissioned  of 
God  to  do  that  work.  We  understand  clearly  from 
the  scriptures  that  the  higher  baptism,  which  is  that 
of  the  Spirit,  is  to  follow  as  in  the  case  of  the  people 
of  Samaria.  (Acts  8:17.)  We  should  receive  this  gift 
of  God  which  cannot  be  purchased  with  money,  but 
only  can  be  obtained  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by 
those  duly  commissioned  of  God  to  do  so.  And  then, 
through  righteous  living  we  are  entitled  to  and  will 
receive  that  "best  illumination  which  comes  from  above" 
and  we  shall  know  and  understand  the  things  of 
God. 

The  missionaries  in  this  district  are  striving  diligently 
to  bring  this  good  news  to  all  those  who  are  pure  in 
heart  and  who  are  seeking  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
true  and  living  God. 

LONDON  DISTRICT  :-Wm.  S.  Redd,  President,  203 
Rectory  Street,  London,  Ontario. 

Perhaps  the  climax  of  a  successful  M.  I.  A.  season 
was  reached  in  Chatham  on  Jan.  26.  The  event  was 
the  first  annual  gold  and  green  ball,  and  the  spirit 
of  cooperation  which  attended  the  occasion  is  pos¬ 
sibly  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  organization 
there.  Townspeople,  merchants,  members,  investiga¬ 
tors,  and  friends  gave  their  whole  hearted  support 
to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  affair.  The  feature 
of  the  program  was  the  presentation  of  the  contest 
green  and  gold  waltz,  and  so  well  and  gracefully  did 
the  dancers  perform,  that  they  were  requested  to 
repeat  their  number  again  and  again.  Music,  games, 
lunch,  and  dancing  occupied  the  activities  of  the 
evening,  and  before  the  last  strains  of  music  ceased 
for  the  event,  plans  were  being  made  to  attend  the 
ball  next  year.  Congratulations,  Chatham! 

In  London,  the  two  former  Primaries  have  been 
successfully  combined,  with  an  object  of  making 
Primary  a  permanent  local  organization. 

It  is  inspiring  to  see  how  readily  these  children 
respond.  Their  souls  have  been  starving  for  more 
active  expression,  and  nothing  pleases  them  more 
than  to  cultivate  and  use  their  talents  for  the  good 
of  others. 

The  missionaries  in  Windsor  too  are  thankful  for 
the  Primary  program  and  what  it  is  doing  for  the 
children  there. 

All  in  the  district  are  working  confidently  toward 
the  expansion  of  the  work.  May  the  beacon  light  of 
Mormonism  continue  to  illuminate  an  ever  widening 
circle  of  souls  is  the  prayer  of  the  missionaries. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT: -Wm.  J.  Smith,  President,  785 
Riverview  Ave.,  Verdun,  Quebec. 

The  encouragement  and  advice  the  missionaries  have 
received  the  past  month  has  helped  us  considerably 
and  we  face  the  future  with  determination  and  great 
expectation. 

The  first  green  and  gold  ball  in  the  Montreal 


Branch  was  en  outstanding  success.  A  large  crowd 
enjoyed  the  evening  in  dancing  and  witnessing  the 
floor  show.  The  crowning  of  the  queen  was  a  fitting 
climax  to  a  grand  occasion.  It  was  a  credit  to  our 
M.  I.  A.  and  the  officers  and  teachers  deserve  much 
commendation  for  their  untiring  efforts. 

President  Smith  was  with  us  in  the  quarterly  con¬ 
ference  held  Feb.  5.  The  evening  session  was  an 
inspiration  to  all,  and  the  encouragement,  advice, 
and  admonition  given  by  our  President  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed.  An  excellent  newspaper  report  followed  the 
sessions. 

A  report  meeting  was  held  in  which  the  missionaries 
all  expressed  their  joy  at  being  in  the  service  of  the 
Master  and  bore  testimony  to  the  divinity  of  the  work. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT:  -  Earl  L.  Moser,  President,  224 
Arlington  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 

Sister  Hazel  Anderson,  who  has  been  taking  care  of 
the  Relief  Society  was  transferred  to  Chatham,  and 
Sister  Viola  Stock  is  taking  her  place  and  carrying 
on  the  same  work.  We  wish  these  sisters  success  in 
their  new  labors. 

One  morning  after  Elder  Robinson  had  finished 
tracting  and  started  home  for  dinner,  he  was  prompted 
to  take  a  round-about  route  to  his  place.  As  he 

passed  a  small  apartment  building  he  felt  the  urge 
to  knock  on  the  door  at  the  rear  of  the  building.  He 
stopped  at  the  door  and  thought  it  useless  to  knock, 
and  turned  cway  and  walked  a  block  and  the  Spirit 
again  prompted  him  to  go  back  and  knock  on  the 
door.  He  took  heed  to  the  small  voice.  A  lady 

answered.  He  told  her  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's 
story,  and  the  need  of  a  true  religion.  She  asked  him 
a  number  of  questions  about  the  Church  and  about 

himself.  She  listened  very  intently  to  all  he  had  to 
say.  He  invited  her  to  come  to  our  Sunday  services 
the  following  Sunday.  To  our  great  joy,  she  attended 
our  meeting  and  brought  her  daughter,  and  a  friend 
with  her.  Since  then  Elder  Robinson  has  been  visiting 
the  lady  and  her  daughters,  and  they  are  becoming 
deeply  interested  in  the  message  of  Mormonism. 

This  little  incident  upholds  the  saying  that  "God 

moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wonders  to  perform." 
The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  directing  the  activities  of  the 
missionaries  and  if  we  but  harken  to  the  promptings  of 
that  still  small  voice,  we  shall  accomplish  that  work 
whereunto  we  have  been  called. 

President  Smith  delivered  three  inspirational  talks 
at  our  district  conference,  on  Feb.  11th  and  12th, 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossington  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

King  Benjamin,  that  great  expounder  of  truth  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  says,  "And  behold,  I  tell  you  these 
things  that  yo  may  learn  wisdom;  that  ye  may  learn  that 
when  ye  are  in  the  service  of  your  fellow  beings  ye 
are  only  in  the  service  of  your  God  ...  I  say,  if 
ye  should  serve  God  with  all  your  whole  souls  ye 
would  be  unprofitable  servants. 

"And  behold,  all  that  he  requires  of  you  is  to  keep 
his  commandments,-  and  he  has  promised  you  that  if 
you  would  keep  his  commandments  ye  should  prosper 
in  the  land;  and  he  never  doth  vary  from  that  which 
he  hath  said;  therefore,  if  ye  do  keep  his  command¬ 
ments  he  doth  bless  you  and  prosper  you." 

We,  a  few  of  the  Lord's  servants,  called  to  serve 
our  fellow  beings  here  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  are 
putting  forth  our  efforts  to  spread  this  Gospel  to  as 
many  as  we  can  that  they  might  know  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God,  and  keep  them,  thereby  gaining  the 
blessing  promised. 

A  teacher  training  class  was  organized  Jan.  22nd 
to  better  equip  us  with  the  proper  methods  of  spread¬ 
ing  the  truth.  This  class  is  open  to  all  with  Sister 
Eva  Johnson  as  our  very  able  instructor. 

Two  Primaries  have  been  organized  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Sister  Mahala  Smith.  Elders  Parker  and  Eskel- 
son  are  teaching  the  class  in  the  west  end  and  Elders 
Luke  and  Gardner  in  the  east  end  of  the  city. 

Sisters  Johnson  and  Olsen  have  found  much  joy 
in  their  new  field  of  labor  near  the  chapel.  Many 
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friends  have  been  contacted  and  some  are  attending 
the  meetings  regularly.  Three  children  were  blessed 
and  given  names  Feb.  5th. 

We  have  been  unable  to  make  our  usual  visits  into 
the  northern  part  of  the  district  and  we  wish  at  this 
time  to  send  greetings  and  encouragement  to  the 
Saints  and  friends  there  to  continue  to  learn  and  live 
up  to  the  commandments  of  God;  for  it  is  only  by 
obeying  his  laws  and  ordinances  that  we  gain  full 
salvation. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Leo  G.  Dow,  from  Picture  Butte,  Alberta,  to  Kitchener  D. 
E.  Oth  Johnson,  from  SaffoTd,  Arizona,  to  Toronto. 
TRANSFERS 

Virginia  Saunders  from  Toronto  to  Kitchener  to  take  the 
place  of  Sister  Schoenau,  who,  as  a  local  missionary, 
has  been  doing  regular  missionary  work. 

Merlin  B.  Yates,  from  Toronto  to  Hamilton  District. 

MAURICE  K.  HENINGER,  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT:  -  Dee  Andreasen,  President. 

One  statesman  has  said,  "In  doubting  your  own 
ability  and  failing  to  act,  you  turn  from  one  form 
of  salvery  to  another."  To  this  may  we  add  the 
words  of  another  sage,  "God  never  moves  a  mountain 
that  mortal  man  can  budge,  yet  he  ever  works  with 
those  who  work  with  him." 

The  missionaries  have  found  this  to  be  true.  In 
various  parts  of  the  district,  where  the  presentation 
of  the  Gospel  was  formerly  difficult,  the  people  are 
now  opening  their  homes  to  the  servants  of  the  Lord. 
We  attribute  this  success  to  concentrated  effort,  faith, 
patience  and  humility,  which  mark  the  spirit  of  the 
latter-day  work. 

Sisters  Bessie  Greenhalgh  and  Elsie  Swan  report  in- 
ci easing  interest  in  Belleville.  They  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  by  an  increase  in  cottage  meetings,  con¬ 
versations  and  invitations  into  the  homes  of  the  people. 
Sisters  Ruby  Carrell  and  Fern  Goodman  have  been 
quite  successful  with  the  Primaries  they  have  or¬ 
ganized  in  East  St.  Louis.  One  of  special  mention 
has  an  average  attendance  of  twenty-two,  ten  of  whom 
are  Trail  Builders.  The  boys  are  anxious  to  present 
as  a  play  "The  Story  of  Joseph's  Being  Sold  into 
Egypt,"  which  they  are  adapting  for  this  purpose. 

An  inspiring  conference  was  conducted  January  15, 
in  Jefferson  City.  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  brought 
with  him  to  the  conference  a  faith  quickening  mes¬ 
sage. 

The  Saints,  investigators  and  missionaries  feel  grateful 
for  the  wonderful  district  conference  held  January  29, 
in  St.  Louis.  Again  we  were  privileged  to  partake  of 
counsel  and  instruction  from  President  Woodruff;  it 
is  truly  a  source  of  joy  to  shake  his  hand  and  discuss 
problems  with  him.  Everyone  present  at  this  con¬ 
ference  was  blessed  both  temporally  and  spiritually. 

Two  new  fields  have  been  opened  for  missionary 
work.  Elders  Thaddis  Hill  and  Leslie  Rees  send  an  en¬ 
couraging  report  from  Fulton.  Elders  Blair  Findlay 
and  Malin  Cox,  after  a  brief  time  In  Kirksville,  ex¬ 
press  the  belief  that  it  is  a  promising  city  in  which 
to  inaugurate  the  Master's  work. 

One  of  the  recent  highlights  was  an  impressive 
testimony  service  held  February  5,  at  Willow  Springs. 
The  parents  there  have  taught  their  children  to  volun¬ 
tarily  occupy  the  pulpit  and  speak  a  few  words  with 
respect  to  the  Gospel  and  what  it  means  to  them. 
Twelve  of  the  eighteen  members  of  this  meeting  were 
under  fifteen  years  of  age,  each  one  of  them  volun¬ 
teered  a  testimony.  Surely,  "a  little  child  shall  lead 
them." 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT:  - Ersell  Fagan,  President. 

"Let  every  man  learn  his  duty,  and  to  act  in  the 


office  in  which  he  is  appointed  in  all  diligence.  He 
that  is  slothful  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand, 
and  he  that  learns  not  his  duty  and  shows  himself 
not  approved  shall  not  be  counted  worthy  to  stand." 

—  Doc.  and  Cov.  107:99-100. 

We  are  more  appreciative  each  day  for  the  many 
blessings  the  Lord  has  so  graciously  bestowed  upon 
us  in  our  activities. 

The  missionaries  in  Pine  Bluff  have  been  successful 
in  starting  a  Book  of  Mormon  class,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  twenty  people.  We  pray  that  the  Lord's 
work  will  progress  there,  and  that  an  abundant  harvest 
may  be  realized.  Our  labors  in  Little  Rock  point  to 
future  success  in  the  establishment  of  truth  and 
righteousness. 

"Mormon"  missionaries  are  recognized  the  world 
over  as  ministers  who  teach  the  Gospel  by  example 
as  well  as  by  precept.  Elders  Homer  Birdsall  and 
Ersell  Fagan  relate  an  experience  in  Little  Rock  to 
confirm  this.  The  manager  of  a  store  there  related 
that  he  was  impelled  to  examine  the  teachings  of 
"Mormonism'  after  observing  the  actions  of  the 
Elders.  He  inquired  as  to  the  source  of  their  sincerity 
of  purpose  and  cleanliness  of  living.  After  an  ex¬ 
planation  had  been  given  regarding  the  principles 
we  endeavor  to  live,  the  man  exclaimed,  "Although 
I  may  not  believe  all  of  your  doctrine,  I  admire  the 
example  you  give  to  the  world  in  living  what  you 

call  the  Word  of  Wisdom." 

Elders  Herman  J.  Fielding  and  Frank  T.  Eastmond 
and  Sisters  Mildred  Murphy  and  Leona  Cleverley  are 
laboring  in  Pine  Bluff,  Elders  Erwin  G.  Bigelow, 
Alma  Rigby,  Homer  G.  Birdsall  and  Ersell  Fagan  are 
laboring  in  Little  Rock. 

"He  becometh  poor  that  dealeth  with  a  slack  hand, 
but  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich.  He  that 

gathereih  in  summer  is  a  wise  son,  bn1  he  that 

sleepeth  in  harvest  is  a  son  that  causeth  shame." 

We  rejoice  greatly  in  the  rich  blessings  of  our 

Master,  with  full  realization  that  we  reap  where  and 
when  we  sow.  To  the  future  we  look  with  renewed 
hope,  happy  in  the  thought  that  we  can  and  will 
reap  the  sweetness  of  accomplished  desire.  We  ask 
the  Lord's  richest  blessings  upon  all  the  world. 

EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT :-  Lester  A.  Hansen, 
President. 

"Go  in  all  meekness,  in  sobriety,  and  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified,  not  to  contend  with  others 
on  account  of  their  faith  or  systems  of  religion,  but 
pursue  a  steady  course.  This  I  delivered  by  way  of 
commandment,  and  all  who  observe  it  not  will  pull 
down  persecution  upon  their  heads,  while  those  who 
do  shall  always  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  this 
I  pronounced  as  a  prophecy." —  Joseph  Smith. 

By  heeding  this  counsel  of  our  Latter-day  Prophet 
the  missionaries  of  this  district  testify  that  they  are 
realizing  the  fulfillment  of  this  promise.  In  recalling 
the  many  blessings  we  have  received  in  being  able 
to  accomplish  a  portion  of  the  Lord's  work,  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  infinite  power  directing  us  to  those 
who  are  seeking  for  the  truth  of  heaven. 

Sisters  Annie  Jarvis  and  Kathleen  Hamblin  and 
Elders  Clarence  A.  Bybee  and  Grant  D.  Johnson  are 
finding  in  Tulsa  splendid  opportunities  to  leach  the 
way  of  salvation.  Eldera  William  Jex  and  N.  Hurley 
Pratt  are  making  many  valuable  contacts  in  Hominy. 
The  city  of  Okmulgee  is  receiving  the  Gospel  through 
the  diligent  ministrations  of  Elders  Melville  Trimble 
and  Max  Dailey.  Elders  Lester  A.  Hansen  and  Truman 
S.  Lyman  have  been  devoting  considerable  time  to 
visiting  the  branches  and  the  district  at  large.  They 
report  that  the  Saints  are  being  blessed  in  proportion 
to  their  observance  of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

A  funeral  service  was  recently  conducted  for  Mrs. 
Mary  Ellen  Neale  in  Pawhuska.  Prior  to  her  passing 
Elders  Lester  Hansen  and  William  Jex  were  called  to 
administer  to  her  for  relief  of  the  severe  pain  she  was 
suffering.  A  few  days  later,  her  pain  relieved,  she 
passed  quietly  away,  having  lived  85  years  upon  the 
earth. 
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A  funeral  service  was  recently  conducted  for  Mrs. 
Clara  Wright  of  Bartlesville.  The  plain  purpose  of  life 
was  portrayed  as  a  comforting  assurance  to  the 
bereaved. 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT: -Luzell  D.  Wilde,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek,  and  ye 
shall  find/  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you: 
For  every  one  that  asketh  receiveth;  and  he  that 
seeketh  findeih;  and  to  him  that  knockeih  it  shall 
be  opened." 

This  we  find  to  be  the  keynote  of  our  work.  Having 
this  desire  uppermost  in  their  minds,  many  souls  are 
receiving  enlightenment  from  the  revealed  message  of 
truth  we  bear  to  them. 

The  Gospel  message  brought  comfort  to  sorrowing 
hearts  as  last  respects  were  given  for  Sister  Luria  Violc* 
Hitlle  of  Goff,  Kansas,  who  passed  through  the  silent 
portal  of  death  January  19,  from  the  effects  of  a 

gas  explosion  that  occurred  at  her  home.  Services 
were  conducted  by  Elders  Luzell  D.  Wilde,  Edward 

Koelliker,  Harold  Cox,  and  Wilford  Patterson. 

As  a  future  guide  and  comfort  to  all,  we  desire 

to  recall  more  of  Christ's  instructions:  "Come  unto 

me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 

give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn 

of  me,-  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart/  and  ye 
shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is 

easy,  and  my  burden  is  light." 

BASKETBALL  IN  INDEPENDENCE 

This  squad  of  missionaries  and  M  men  from  Inde¬ 
pendence,  Missouri  are  Word  of  Wisdom  preachers 
and  pioneer  basketeers,  bearing  the  unique  distinction 
of  being  the  first  "Mormon"  basketball  team  ever  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  Central  States  Mission. 


The  team  is  composed  partly  of  young  men  from 
the  Independence  branch,  and  partly  of  missionaries 
from  the  Central  Slates  Mission  office.  Organized  by 
Elder  Folkman  D.  Brown  and  captained  by  Elder 
Stanford  Gwilliam,  the  learn  gave  a  good  account  of 
itself  this  season  in  the  Independence  League 
series,  played  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Reorganized 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  The 
team  plans  permanence  from  year  to  year  and  to 
better  its  record  with  experience  as  a  favorable  repre¬ 
sentative  of  "The  Center  Place  of  Zion." 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Samuel  Otis  Bennion,  from  Cokeville,  Wyo.,  to  Indep.  D. 
Arthur  Eugene  Barker,  from  Fairview,  U.  to  Indep.  D. 

TRANSFERS 

Eldon  Pace  from  Independence  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Arthur  Wheeler,  from  Independence  D.  to  West  Kansas. 
T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  from  West  Kan.  to  Independence  D. 
Jennie  Fonnesbeck,  from  Independence  D.  to  East  Kan. 
O.  Wayne  Day,  from  Southwest  Missouri  D.  to  Arkansas. 
Erwin  G.  Bigelow,  from  Arkansas  to  Southwest  Mo.  D. 
Lester  C.  Kimball,  from  Missouri  to  Independence  D. 
John  I.  Turnbow,  from  Missouri  D.  to  Independence  D. 
Virginia  Freebairn,  from  Independence  D.  to  Mo.  D. 

RELEASES 

Folkman  D.  Brown,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Ogden,  U. 
Leo  Turnbow,  of  Independence  D.  — Home,  Tabiona,  U. 
Coba  Neuterman  —  leave  of  absence  — Home,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

Gertrude  Neal,  from  East  Kansas -Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
William  Jex,  from  East  Oklahoma —  Home,  Rigby,  Idaho. 
Clifford  Merrell,  from  West  Kansas  — Home,  Duncan,  Ariz. 
Darwin  Corey,  from  West  Okla.-Home,  Thornton,  Ida. 

STANFORD  GWILLIAM,  Mission  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION  BASKETBALL  TEAM,  INDEPENDENCE,  MO. 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Dean  W.  Andrus.  Elder  Folkman  D.  Brown  and  Milton 
Allen. 

Back  Row:  Elder  Vernon  D.  Bankhead,  Donald  Tuckfield,  Elder  Stanford  Gwilliam. 
Charles  F.  Savage  and  Willard  Smith. 
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NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

PRESTON  NIBLEY,  President 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Karl  C.  Freeman,  Presi¬ 
dent,  209  2nd  Ave.  North,  Great  Falls,  Mont. 

"Alone,  our  work  is  of  little  worth;  together  we 
are  the  Lords  of  the  earth;  so  it's  all  for  each  and  it's 
each  for  all -united  stand,  or  divided  fall."  As  a 
district  personnel,  we  Elders  feel  the  conviction  of 
this  bit  of  philosophy,  and  it  is  our  resolution  to  re¬ 
member  it.  We  have  been  directing  our  efforts  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  always  mindful  that  we  must 
have  His  Spirit  with  us  or  all  shall  be  in  vain. 

Throughout  the  entire  district  the  spirit  of  progress 
is  being  shown.  All  members  holding  responsible 
positions  feel  their  obligations  to  the  Lord  for  his 
many  blessings,  and  are  working  diligently  toward  a 
stake  organization  in  the  not  distant  future. 

Elders  Palmer  and  Belnap  labored  in  and  around 
Choteau,  Montana,  for  one  week  preceding  Sunday, 
December  18th.  Their  object  was  to  hold  meetings 
with  Saints  and  interested  persons  in  that  territory  to 
ecite  their  enthusiasm  toward  a  Sunday  School  organi¬ 
zation.  On  the  above  mentioned  date,  President  John 
Nelson,  accompanied  by  several  other  members  of  the 
local  district  council,  held  a  meeting  with  these  good 
people  and  organized  a  Sunday  School.  Everyone  is 
thankful  for  this  advancement. 

We  welcome  back  into  this  district  Elder  Irvin  Jef¬ 
fery  who  left  a  year  ago  for  Salt  Lake  City  where  he 
underwent  an  appendectomy.  His  intentions  are 
to  finish  his  mission.  With  his  return  and  the  trans¬ 
fer  from  Helena  of  Elders  Freeman  and  Bills,  our  per¬ 
sonnel  totals  five  Elders.  It  is  our  desire  to  work 
zealously  for  this  great  cause. 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT: -Albert  Holyoak,  President,  Box 
295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

Conference  with  President  and  Sister  Nibley  was  the 
very  outstanding  event  of  the  month  for  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  Spokane.  The  encouragement  and  counsel 
received  from  them  will  remain  as  a  beacon  to  guide 
us  ever  on.  We  are  truly  thankful  for  such  priviiges. 

The  guiding  hand  and  blessings  of  the  Father  to  us 
during  the  past  month  have  been  abundant.  We  have 
fell  his  guiding  influence  and  assistance  in  our  ef¬ 
forts.  Our  contacts  are  many  and  we  find  it  quite 
impossible  to  spend  as  much  time  as  we  would  like 
with  them.  With  very  few  exceptions  we  have  been 
able  to  hold  at  least  one  cottage  meeting  each  night 
for  each  pair  of  missionaries. 

The  baptism  of  Vem  Raymond  Mark  of  Spokane, 
is  recorded  this  month.  Elder  Walter  Hick  officiated. 
We  were  very  happy  for  this  opportunity,  and  wish 
him  well  in  his  new  life  in  the  Church. 

Elders  Van  Orden  and  Curtis,  laboring  in  Colfax, 
Washington  find  their  labors  most  interesting.  They 
have  been  very  fortunate  in  lending  books  and  find 
a  very  high  percentage  of  the  people  receptive  to 
their  message.  It  has  been  many  years  since  mission¬ 
aries  were  there.  These  two  fine  Elders  are  to  be 
complimented  for  their  diligent  and  sincere  efforts. 

Elders  Smith  and  Manwill  have  found  Sandpoint 
weather  to  be  rather  disagreeable  at  this  time  of  year. 
Nevertheless  there  is  much  to  be  done  there.  Their 
diligence  is  commendable,  especially  under  such  ad¬ 
verse  weather  conditions. 

A  visit  with  Sisters  Bolt  and  Howell  revealed  that 
they  have  a  choice  spot  for  winter  tracting.  We  know 
that  much  good  will  be  accomplished  by  these  two 
sisters. 

Sister  Andersen  is  improving  rapidly  from  an  ap¬ 
pendicitis  operation.  Our  prayers  are  for  her  rapid 
recovery. 

YAKIMA- WENATCHEE  DISTRICT:  -  Clarence  D. 
Samuelson,  President,  117  N.  Cleveland,  Wenatchee. 

Once  again  we  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  la¬ 
bors  of  the  month.  At  Wenatchee  on  February  5th 
a  conference  was  held  at  which  time  the  branch  was 
reorganized  under  the  direction  of  President  Nibley 


and  the  officers  of  the  district  council.  Brother  James 
A.  Ferrell  was  released  as  president  to  enable  him  to 
pursue  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  district  presi¬ 
dency.  Broiher  John  A.  Zitting  was  sustained  as  his 
successor.  Officers  for  the  auxiliary  organizations 
have  been  selected  and  set  apart  to  their  respective 
callings,  so  once  again  as  necessary  changes  are  made, 
enthusiasm  in  the  ministering  of  the  Gospel  is  in¬ 
creased.  At  this  meeting  our  Mission  President  gave 
some  valuable  advice  for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints, 
and  in  connection  with  his  remarks,  two  transcrip¬ 
tion  records  pertaining  ot  the  life  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  were  played. 

The  following  week  in  Yakima,  another  baptismal 
service  was  conducted,  at  which  time  Elder  Thomas 
Gundersen  ushered  three  candidates  through  the  in¬ 
itiatory  ordinance  of  the  Church.  We  welcome  them 
in  this  great  work  and  pray  that  they  might  be 
guided  in  all  that  they  do  through  divine  instruction. 

PUGET  SOUND-VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT 
Percy  L.  Collyer,  President,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  Temple  of  God,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  If  any  man 
defile  the  Temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for 
the  Temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  Temple  ye  are." 
"Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in  the  service  of  God, 
see  that  ye  serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind 
and  strength,  that  ye  may  stand  balmeless  before  God 
at  the  last  day." 

With  this  knowledge  and  conviction,  we  mission¬ 
aries  go  forth  fearlessly  each  day  in  our  work,  pro¬ 
mulgating  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  and 
building  his  kingdom. 

As  the  month  of  February  comes  to  a  close  the 
Puget  Sound-Vancouver,  B.  C.  District  is  happy  to 
report  a  few  of  our  many  activities  of  that  month. 
In  Port  Angeles,  in  Sedro  Woolley,  and  in  Seattle  the 
Elders  of  these  respective  cities  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  and  are  scheduled  to  hold  baptismal  services 
this  coming  week  end.  Fifteen  applicants  have  stated 
their  desire  to  enter  the  waters  of  baptism,  and  it 
will  indeed  be  our  greatest  joy  to  perform  this  ordi¬ 
nance. 

In  a  tour  taken  through  the  district  the  first  of  ihe 
month,  Elder  Richey  and  Elder  Collyer,  together  with 
the  local  Elders,  Stewart  and  O'Donnell,  organized  and 
set  apart  officers  and  teachers  in  the  Port  Townsend 
Sunday  School.  Brother  Schoenfeld  was  chosen  to 
superintend  this  group.  In  Port  Angeles  the  Sunday 
School  was  reorganized  releasing  Brother  Hender  as 
superintendent  and  instating  Brother  Riley  Nielsen  to 
superintend  this  group.  With  the  help  of  the  local 
Elders,  Moulton  and  Barker  who  are  laboring  in  Port 
Angeles,  officers  and  teachers,  and  assistance  were 
duly  set  apart.  Elders  Richey  and  Collyer  held  meet¬ 
ings  with  the  Saints  and  investigators  of  Olympia,  Ta¬ 
coma  and  Bremerton.  At  all  these  meetings  there 
were  very  good  attendance.  All  organizations  prove 
to  be  moving  along  nicely  throughout  the  district. 
Elders  Steward  and  O'Donnell,  as  always  are  working 
well  in  their  location,  both  in  helping  with  the  newly 
organized  Sunday  School  and  in  taking  the  Gospel 
to  those  not  of  the  faith.  Elders  Spendlove  and  Briggs, 
are  faithfully  carrying  on  their  activities  in  Seattle. 
Their  meetings  have  gradually  increased  in  numbers 
until  now  they  have  an  average  of  more  than  one 
a  day. 

Elder  and  Sister  Burt  are  like  the  "Rock  of  Gibral¬ 
tar,"  firm  and  sure.  We  all  gain  much  from  their 
being  with  us  in  the  district.  They  too  have  their 
own  cottage  meetings  and  daily  tracting.  Their  pres¬ 
ence  radiates  the  spirit  of  missionary  work,  their  wide 
and  varied  experience  is  a  great  help  to  us  who  can 
associate  with  them. 

Sisters  Steinert  and  Thomson  are  acquiring  many 
contacts  in  West  Seattle,  and  we  congratulate  them  on 
the  fine  work  they  are  accomplishing.  Sisters  Cook 
and  Jensen  have  moved  their  location  from  Tacoma 
to  Puyallup  to  more  efficiently  help  with  the  Sunday 
School  there.  Regular  cottage  meetings  are  being 
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continued  with  the  more  interested  contacts  in  Tacoma, 
as  well  as  keeping  the  work  going  in  Puyallup  started 
by  the  Elders  previously. 

OREGON  DISTRICT :  —  Ralph  E.  Simpson,  President, 
1412  S.  E.  25ih,  Portland,  Oregon. 

As  we  come  to  the  close  of  this  month's  activi¬ 
ties,  we  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
blessings  which  we  have  received  in  our  work.  Much 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  missionaries  and  many 
souls  have  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  true  and 
everlasting  Gospel.  The  Savior  in  speaking  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  said,  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Teaching  them  to  ob¬ 
serve  all  things,  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you." 
The  missionaries  of  the  district  have  gone  forth  as  did 
the  Apostles  of  old  and  have  preached  to  those  who 
would  hear  their  voice,  and  as  a  result,  many  people 
have  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Gospel  and  have  applied  for  baptism. 

Af  a  recent  baptismal  service  held,  Elders  Hedge¬ 
peth  and  Parkinson  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing 
seven  people.  Alice  Wirfs  Blanchard,  Ethel  Blanchard, 
Wanelda  Henderson,  and  Allen  Junior  Henderson,  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Hedgepeth.  Lillie  Fogelson  Butte, 
Bette  Fae  Butte,  and  Lawana  Butte,  were  baptized  by 
Elder  Parkinson.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  welcom¬ 
ing  these  fine  people  into  the  Church,  and  pray  that 
they  may  be  guided  in  their  studies  of  the  Gospel, 
that  they  may  be  led  throughout  their  lives  in  the 
path  of  righteousness. 

SOUTHERN  OREGON  DISTRICT :-B.  Grant  Johnson, 
President,  573  East  Main,  Ashland,  Oregon. 

The  high  light  of  this  month  in  the  Southern  Oregon 
District  was  the  conference  held  in  Grants  Pass  on  the 
181h.  Each  of  the  nine  missionaries  in  this  district 
had  the  opportunity  to  express  himself  and  to  tell  how 
he  was  enjoying  his  labors  and  his  companion.  A  very 
good  spirit  prevailed  and  the  feeling  of  cooperation 
was  there.  We  believe  that  these  conferences  are  a 
big  help  to  cooperation  and  to  the  promotion  of  dili¬ 
gence  among  the  missionaries. 

Last  month  we  set  the  goal  of  sixteen  meetings  for 
each  pair  of  missionaries  in  this  district,  and  while 
all  of  the  missionaries  did  not  make  this  quota,-  they 
all  tried,  and  we  feel  that  the  effort  put  forth  was 
very  beneficial.  Elders  Phillips  and  Hunt  in  Ashland 
were  the  ones  who  came  through  with  the  full  num¬ 
ber.  We  have  set  the  same  goal  for  March,  and  hope 
that  the  rest  of  us  will  have  more  success. 

Last  Sunday  the  Elders  in  Ashland  held  a  meeting 
to  see  about  organizing  a  Sunday  School.  I  have  at¬ 
tended  the  organization  of  a  number  of  Sunday  Schools 
in  this  mission  but  that  was  the  first  one  I  ever  at¬ 
tended  where  the  investigators  outnumbered  the  mem¬ 
bers  nine  to  one.  We  think  that  the  fact  that  Sister 
Rasmussen  sold  a  Book  of  Mormon  to  a  Catholic  priest 
after  about  three  visits  is  worthy  of  mention. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Von  Fredrick  Hoyt,  from  Orderville,  Utah,  to  Spokane. 
H.  Desse  Hunsaker,  from  Honeyville,  Utah,  to  Spokane. 
John  Gayle  Yorgason,  from  Fountain  Green,  Utah,  to 

Oregon  District. 

Fay  F.  Reber,  from  Hurricane,  Utah,  to  Yakima- 

Wenatchee  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

C.  Vernon  Burrell -Mission  Clerk. 

Carvel  Davis  -  District  President  of  the  Yakima- 
Wenatchee  District. 

RELEASES 

Homer  P.  Richey,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  St.  Johns, 

Arizona. 

Robert  F.  McCann,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Smithfield, 

Utah. 

MauTine  Cook,  of  Oregon  — Home,  Tremonton,  Utah. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

Activity  of  most  importance  during  the  past  few 
weeks  has  centered  around  the  Inter-district  Missionary 
Conventions  conducted  by  President  Evans,  assisted 
by  Sister  Evans  and  mission  department  supervisors. 
The  Northern  Convention,  held  January  27,  23  and  29 
at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  was  composed  of  missionaries  from 
Erie,  Cumorah,  Seneca,  Oneida,  Albany  and  Champlain 
Districts  and  the  northern  division  of  the  Susquehanna 
District. 

The  Southern  Convention,  helu  February  3,  4,  and 
5  at  Philadelphia,  Penna.,  was  composed  of  mission¬ 
aries  from  West  Penn,  Blue  Ridge,  Susquehanna,  Hud¬ 
son,  New  Jersey,  East  Penn,  and  Capital  Districts. 

Without  exception,  every  missionary  expressed  a 
feeling  of  rejuvenation  and  determination  for  greater 
activity  as  a  result  of  the  inspirational  meetings  and 
associations.  A  few  typical  expressions  of  this  may 
be  read  in  the  district  reports  of  this  issue  of  the 
Liahona. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the  conventions 
was  the  Saturday  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  which 
were  devoted  to  the  giving  of  instructions  and  the 
bearing  of  testimonies. 

HUDSON  DISTRICT: -Thomas  K.  Broadbent,  Presi¬ 
dent,  219  Third  Si.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Hudson  District  are  appre¬ 
ciative  of  the  privilege  they  had  recently  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  Inter-district  Convention  at  Philadelphia.  A 
wonderful  spirit  prevailed  throughout  the  meetings 
and  it  was  truly  a  source  of  great  spiritual  enrichment 
for  all  who  attended. 

On  January  22  Elders  Thomas  K.  Broadbent  and 
Fred  P.  Mason  organized  the  Latter-day  Saint  Cadeis 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
N.  Y.,  so  that  they  would  be  able  to  conduct  their 
own  services  and  get  religious  training  and  instruc¬ 
tion  in  their  own  church.  Brother  Keith  M.  Hull  was 
set  apart  to  preside  with  Brother  Glen  A.  Lee  to 

assist  him. 

Sisters  Betty  Peery  and  Phyllis  Bennett  are  doing 
fine  work  with  their  Primary.  They  are  creating  a 
great  deal  of  interest  among  the  children  and  their 
parents.  This  should  prove  a  very  effective  method  of 
preaching  the  Gospel. 

The  Newburgh  Branch  Sunday  School  and  Relief 
Society  joined  together  in  presenting  a  delightful  Val¬ 
entine  social  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the 
Sunday  School.  Admission  to  the  party  was  gained 

upon  the  payment  of  one  penny  for  every  inch  the 
person  measured  around  the  waist.  About  thirty 
members  and  friends  attended  to  help  make  it  a 

highly  successful  evening. 

SENECA  DISTRICT: -Willis  F.  Nielson,  President,  130 
South  Main  St.,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

Oh,  that  we  may  follow  the  teachings  of  the  Savior, 
and  of  all  those  who  have  been  commissioned  in  vari¬ 
ous  capacities  to  lead  and  to  guide  us.  We  of  the 

Seneca  District  are  very  grateful  for  the  instructions 
and  guidance  received  from  our  leaders. 

At  our  latest  district  missionary  meeting  our  dis¬ 
trict  president  brought  from  the  Mission  Office  in 
New  York  City  some  valuable  instructions  for  us  all. 

A  spiritual  feast  was  had  at  the  Inter-district  Con¬ 
vention  at  Auburn.  There  we  received  messages,  in¬ 
structions,  and  much  spiritual  food,  which  strengthened 
our  testimonies  and  gave  an  added  zest  to  our  work 
and  a  burning  desire  to  bear  witness  to  the  divinity 
of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

We  are  happy  to  have  lady  missionaries  in  Elmira 
again.  Sisters  Helen  Hirschi  and  Stella  Frisby  are  there 
to  assist  Elders  Thomas  Riggs  and  Briton  McConkie. 

Elder  Thomas  O.  Parker,  who  underwent  an  ap¬ 
pendicitis  operation  recently,  is  making  a  speedy  re¬ 
covery,  for  which  we  are  indeed  thankful.  Our 
prayers  and  blessings  are  in  his  behalf,  that  he  will 
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regain  his  health  and  strength  and  be  active  with  us 
again. 

The  work  which  we  are  all  engaged  in  is  the  work 
of  the  Lord;  the  blessings  that  are  poured  out  upon 
us  are  gifts  from  God  and  we  must  ever  strive  to 
be  worthy  of  this  true  Gospel  which  we  teach. 

We  rejoice  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  and  express 
our  joy  and  appreciation  for  the  blessings  that  have 
been  ours.  To  missionaries  everywhere,  may  be  leave 
this  thought: 

"He  who  cannot  sacrifice  pleasure  at  the  shrine  of 
duty  will  never  be  able  to  write  'success'  on  the 
closing  pages  of  his  mission." 

WEST  PENN  DISTRICT: -Marlowe  C.  Hodge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  328  Morewood  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 

At  the  turn  of  the  year  we  of  West  Penn  had  an 
opportunity  to  glance  back  and  see  many  benefits  and 
blessings  which  we  received  under  the  guiding  and 
protecting  hand  of  the  Lord.  We  are  deeply  grateful 
for  the  privilege  we  are  enjoying  working  in  this 
part  of  his  vineyard. 

This  district  was  the  first  to  present  the  electrical 
transcription  of  "The  Fulness  of  Times."  These  re¬ 


course  of  study  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon. 

The  recent  Inter-district  Convention  that  was  held  in 
Philadelphia  was  a  wonderfully  spiritual  feast  and 
served  to  renew  our  vigor  to  carry  on  in  this  great 
latter-day  work. 

CUMORAH  DISTRICT  :-E.  Enwood  Thompson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  125,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 

"And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen 
in  these  last  days.  And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none 
shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord  have  commanded 
them."  —  D.  &  C.  1:4,  5. 

With  this  passage  of  scripture  in  mind  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  Cumorah  District  have  labored  diligently 
the  past  month  to  carry  the  "voice  of  warning"  to 
the  people.  In  our  work  throughout  his  district  we 
know  that  the  spirit  and  power  of  God  has  been  mani¬ 
fest  many  times.  The  missionaries  have  been  won¬ 
derfully  blessed  and  protected  both  in  their  travels 

President  Thompson  and  Elder  Colvin  R.  Tanner 
recently  made  a  tour  of  the  district  and  found  that 
the  wonderful  spirit  of  the  Inter-district  Missionary 
Convention  is  still  being  enjoyed  greatly  by  the  mis- 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  CUMORAH  DISTRIT  AT  CONFERENCE  IN 
PALMYRA,  N.  Y..  JANUARY  11,  1»39 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Claude  U.  Burtenshaw,  Sidney  Allen,  Dorothy  Crockett. 
F.  Thayne  Bateman.  District  President;  Ezra  Inwood  Thompson. 

Back  Row:  Eldon  H.  Yorgason,  Mary  Anderson,  Colvin  R.  Tanner,  Vernon  Kunz. 


cordings  are  dramatized  incidents  taken  from  early 
Church  history.  The  success  which  we  have  had  in 
presenting  them  is  clearly  evident  by  the  large  at¬ 
tendance  which  we  have  had  at  all  of  our  meetings. 

We  missionaries  feel  that  this  is  going  to  be  one 
of  our  greatest  means  of  spreading  the  Gospel. 

A  part-time  missionary  system  has  recently  been 
inaugurated  in  this  district  with  Brother  John  Keyser 

of  Pittsburgh  serving  as  president.  We  expect  some 
good  results  from  this  additional  force  of  laborers. 

Elders  Alma  Watterson  and  Albert  While  report 
splendid  progress  in  their  work  at  Wilson,  where  much 
of  their  time  has  been  devoted  to  cottage  meetings 
and  visiting  the  sick.  We  are  pleased  to  mention 
that  Elder  Watterson  has  enjoyed  a  rapid  recovery 
from  a  recent  operation  and  is  now  able  to  resume  his 
normal  activity. 

Elders  Marlowe  C.  Hodge  and  Eric  C.  Ryberg  plan, 
to  lour  the  district  in  the  near  future  and  visit  the1 

Saints  in  the  outlying  sections.  Regular  cottage  meet¬ 
ings  and  systematic  visits  of  investigators  are  going 
on  as  usual  here  in  Pittsburgh.  Two  new  cottage 
meetings  will  be  started  in  the  very  near  future.  The 


sionaries,  Saints,  and  investigators  who  were  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

Elders  Eldon  J.  Yorgason  and  Earl  J.  Taylor,  who 
were  recently  assigned  to  labor  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y., 
are  doing  much  good  in  their  tracting  and  visiting  of 
the  members  who  are  located  in  this  city  of  about 
80,000  population.  The  Elders  plan  to  start  holding 
Sunday  meetings  sometime  in  the  near  future  and  will 
later  look  forward  to  the  prospects  of  organizing  a 
branch. 

Elders  Vernon  L.  Kunz  and  J.  Sidney  Allen  had  a 
very  successful  turnout  to  their  Buffalo  Branch  M.  I.  A. 
Valentine  Social.  They  feel  they  are  making  many 
new  friends  by  the  efforts  they  have  been  putting 
forth  in  their  missionary  activities  in  the  M.  I.  A. 

Elders  Claude  J.  Burtenshaw  and  Frank  T.  Bateman, 
who  are  laboring  in  Rochester,  report  great  strides  in 
missionary  activities.  Several  new  cottage  meetings 
are  now  functioning,  and  we  look  forward  to  some 
gratifying  results. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  recently  at  Palmyra, 

at  which  time  Harold  J.  Stoner  baptized  Lewis  John 
Stoner  and  Elizabeth  Minnie  Stoner,  his  father  and 
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mother.  Elder  Thompson  baptized  Elizabeth  B.  Gil¬ 
bert.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  these  people  into 
the  Church.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  guide  them  in 
their  new  and  important  step. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Alta  Brooks  — Mission  S.enographer,  Sec.  of  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  and  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A. 

James  M.  Hobbs -President  Blue  Ridge  District. 
RELEASES 

Clayton  L.  Perkins,  of  Blue  Ridge -Home,  Blanding,  U. 
Raymond  S.  Herbert,  of  Erie -Home,  Manti,  Utah. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Donald  A.  Maynes,  Presi¬ 
dent,  416  Labor  Street,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

“All  victory  and  glory  is  brought  ot  pass  unto  you 
through  your  diligence,  faithfulness,  and  prayers  of 
faith."  The  splendid  manner  in  which  the  efforts 
of  the  missionaries  and  members  of  the  North  Texas 
District  have  been  rewarded  has  indeed  been  a  joy¬ 
ful  testimony  to  us  of  the  truth  of  these  words  of  the 
Lord  to  his  chosen  prophet.  The  past  months,  since 
our  last  report,  have  witnessed  the  acquisition  of  new 
places  of  worship  in  two  localities  where  the  mission¬ 
aries  have  been  laboring  against  the  difficulties  of 
insufficiency  and  lack  of  accommodations  for  meetings; 
and  in  another  place  plans  are  now  under  way  for 
obtaining  a  chapel  of  our  own. 

Elders  Jacob  Bautista,  Eugene  Olsen,  and  Floyd 
Hayes  laboring  in  recent  months  in  Del  Rio  have  in¬ 
deed  done  a  commendable  work  in  making  the  entire 
Lamanite  populace  of  this  community  Mormon  conscious 
and  favorably  so.  Their  efforts  are  now  being  aided 
by  the  arrival  there  of  Sisters  Pauline  Mickelsen  and 
Vonza  Whitmore  to  begin  the  first  work  by  lady 
missionaries  in  that  section. 

Houston  with  a  branch  population  of  one,  besides 
two  missionaries,  is  enjoying  an  enthusiastic  attend¬ 
ance  of  from  20  to  25  at  all  meetings.  Manifestations 


of  the  power  of  the  Lord  in  healing  and  other  ways, 
have  been  many  to  Elders  Gilbert  McDougal  and 
Dennis  Sorensen  laboring  here,  and  they  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  testifying  to  the  restored  Gospel 
in  several  cottage  meetings  where  more  than  25  adult 
investigators  were  in  attendance. 

We  are  especially  grateful  that  the  way  has  at  last 
been  opened  to  place  regular  missionaries  in  the  city 
of  Dallas,  Texas.  The  reports  of  Elder  Val  Despain  and 
Dellis  Johnson  opening  this  newest  field  indicate  the 
presence  of  several  ready  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
promise  in  that  community.  Our  message  has  been 
well  received  by  the  people  even  to  the  point  of 
arousing  some  to  opposition. 

Elders  Joseph  W.  Jensen  and  Winfield  Mackay  in 
Austin  were  gratified  with  the  presence  of  over  175 
people  to  the  one  session  of  conference  held  in  this 
new  field  of  labor  where  as  yet  there  no  members. 
Handicapped  by  lack  of  accommodations,  these  people 
stood  for  better  than  an  hour  in  an  unheated  room 
to  witness  the  program  and  presentation  of  the  lecture 
“Kings  of  Kings."  We  thank  the  Lord  for  people 
such  as  these  and  feel  sure  he  will  reward  some 
among  them  with  a  testimony  of  the  message  which 
they  are  receiving. 

In  San  Antonio  plans  are  under  way  for  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  the  two  branches  which  have  been  operating 
here,  into  one  strengthened  unit,  occupying  more  com¬ 
modious  quarters.  We  can  only  look  forward  with 
highest  optimism  to  the  future  betterment  of  the  work 
under  this  new  unification.  Three  conference  sessions 
held  in  distinct  parts  of  the  city  here  drew  an  average 
attendance  of  125.  We  rejoice  in  the  testimony  of 
one  sister  among  us  who  though  reaching  the  age  of 
117  years  is  still  a  regular  weekly  student  of  our 
Sunday  School. 

A  feature  of  these  recent  weeks  has  been  the  con¬ 
ference  tour  of  our  beloved  Mission  “Patron"  (Presi¬ 
dent  Williams)  and  his  “Singing  Charros,"  effected 
with  the  sole  purpose  of  making  the  people  living 
in  the  centers  of  our  labor  conscious  of  the  presence 
of  Mormons  and  Mormonism  among  them.  Their  meet¬ 
ings  have  been  attended  with  excellent  success  in 
every  quarter  and  the  music  and  antics  of  these  four 
improvised  “Mexican  Cowboys"  has  been  received 


NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT  MISSIONARIES  AT  CONFERENCE  IN  SAN  ANTONIO, 

FEBRUARY  12,  1039 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Sarah  E.  Patterson,  Ruth  Burt,  Vonza  Whitmore,  Pauline  Mick¬ 
elsen.  Mission  President  Orlando  C.  Williams,  Manuel  Martinez,  President  San  Antonio  Branch; 
Ruth  Terry.  Roselin  Stringham,  Donna  Tolboe,  Adrienne  Willis. 

Center  Row:  Floyd  A.  Fowler,  Valden  O’Donnal,  Jacob  Bautista,  Dellis  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Moyeda,  Louis  G.  Roundy,  C.  Fred  Schuenman.  Merlin  S.  Horne,  Gilbert  McDougal,  Vaughn  Green. 

Back  Row:  Winfield  Mackay,  Dennis  Sorensen,  District  President  Donald  A.  Maynes,  Shirrel 
R.  Young.  Val  Despain,  Ivan  Stahle. 
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wilh  "gusto"  in  every  part  of  the  district.  The  words 
and  counsel  left  with  us  by  President  Williams  will  be 
treasured  up  to  guide  and  inspire  us  to  continued 
faithfulness  and  victory  over  the  forces  of  the  adversary. 

COLORADO  DISTRICT: -Edward  L.  Howard,  Presi¬ 
dent  2729  Wesi  Colfax,  Denver,  Colorado. 

Conferences  and  branch  organization  have  been  the 
highlights  of  this  district's  history  the  last  few  weeks. 
A  district  conference  was  held  shortly  after  the  di¬ 
vision  of  the  district.  To  the  south,  New  Mexico  has 
been  formed  into  a  district  and  the  rapid  advance 
since  that  time  shows  the  advantage  of  closer  or¬ 
ganization.  The  smaller  district  has  allowed  a  closer 
cooperation  of  the  district  president  and  the  Elders, 
directly  resulting  in  an  improvement  of  work. 

Elders  Guymon  and  Cummings  are  finding  the  new 
branch  organization  in  Manassa  a  big  help  in  the 
mission  work  besides  the  great  good  it  does  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  carry  the  responsibility  of  their  own  branch. 
A  radio  broadcast  each  week  and  three  Primaries  as 
well  as  two  Sunday  Schools  are  the  main  activities  of 
these  Elders.  In  their  district  of  800  square  miles  they 
have  in  their  care  120  members  and  are  able  to  usher 
into  the  fold  of  Christ  several  more  each  month.  The 
harvest  is  indeed  being  made  among  the  children  of 
Lehi. 

Youth  activity  is  the  theme  of  the  Elders  in  Walsen- 
burg.  Their  position  as  leaders  among  the  youth  of 
Spanish  population  is  accepted  and  the  various  civic 
groups  are  doing  much  to  help  them.  They  have  re¬ 
cently  appeared  before  the*  Rotary  Club  and  the 
Spanish  American  Society.  Elder  Burton  was  invited 
to  speak  before  the  Congregational  Church  on  Scouting 
and  the  part  the  Church  plays  in  it.  Much  favorable 
publicity  was  received  because  of  the  excellent  Court 
of  Honor  conducted  by  Elder  Burton.  Several  of  the| 
Spanish  Scouts  took  highest  honors  in  this  court. 
President  Williams  and  his  party  on  their  mission  tour 
presented  a  program  to  some  50  investigators  in  Wal- 
senburg. 

Our  district  conference  in  Denver  was  the  scene  of 
sickness  among  the  Elders.  Through  the  administra¬ 
tions  and  faith  of  the  brethren  all  sick  ones  were  able 
ot  carry  on  their  part  in  the  conference,  for  which  we 
give  thanks  to  the  Lord.  The  church  lots  are  being 
prepared  for  the  building  of  a  fine  chapel  and  from 
the  large  congregations  at  services  we  are  reminded 
more  and  more  of  our  need  for  the  new  building.  A 
recent  reorganization  of  the  branch  has  already  netted 
an  increase  in  attendance  and  more  of  the  members 
have  been  put  on  the  active  list. 

Bad  snows  and  cold  spells  have  made  it  very  hard 
to  carry  on  at  full  speed,  but  in  spite  of  the  weather 
the  faithful  sons  of  Lehi  attend  their  meetings  and  do 
their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

EL  PASO  DISTRICT Wade  H.  Andrews,  President, 
1000  East  4th  Street,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

We  are  happy  to  head  our  El  Paso  District  report 
with  the  account  of  the  baptism  of  another  of  our 
Lamanite  brothers  and  his  family  of  Gaudalupe,  Mexico. 
Brother  Domingo  Hernandez  Calderon,  his  good  wife, 
Beatriz  Aguilar  de  Calderon,  their  children —  Luis, 
Elvira,  and  Jose  heard  and  believed  the  testimony  of 
our  Lord's  servants  and  accepted  the  first  ordinances 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  at  the  hands  of  Elder 
Floyd  A.  Fowler.  On  the  same  occasion  Maria  Luisa 
and  Noami  Calderon  being  less  than  eight  years  of 
age,  were  blessed  and  their  names  entered  on  the 
records.  These  good  people  have  in  their  hearts  a 
wonderful  testimony  of  the  truths  they  have  accepted. 

At  the  city  of  Carlsbad,  New  Meico,  Elders  Den¬ 
mark  C.  Jensen  and  Porter  May  report  a  small  but 
active  branch  and  an  attendance  of  about  sixty  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  recent  conference.  On  this  occasion  an 
interesting  and  unusual  program  was  followed.  The 
"Singing  Charros,"  the  mission  quartet,  presented  a 
program  of  Mexican  music,  singing  the  popular  songs 
and  ballads  of  Old  Mexico.  This  was  followed  by 


the  illustrated  lecture  "King  of  Kings"  which  in  turn 
was  followed  by  the  remarks  of  President  Orlando  C. 
Williams  and  Elders  Vaughn  Green  and  Shirrel  R. 
Young.  This  program  was  very  impressive  and  pleas¬ 
ing  to  those  present. 

In  El  Paso  under  the  supervision  of  Elder  Wade 
Andrews  and  Cyril  Cluff  two  very  successful  con¬ 
ference  sessions  were  held  on  Sunday,  February  26, 
with  an  approximate  total  attendance  of  200  Saints 
and  investigators.  The  teachings  and  counsel  of  the 
Savior  with  the  testimonies  of  President  Williams,  the 
missionaries  of  the  district  and  several  members  were 
vitalized  and  made  impressive  by  the  accompanying 
Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

On  Monday,  February  27,  El  Paso  was  greatly 
favored  with  the  presence  of  Elder  Richard  R.  Lyman. 
On  the  same  program  the  mission  quartet,  the  "Sing¬ 
ing  Charros"  in  full  Charro  regalia  added  another  in¬ 
teresting  program  of  popular  Spanish  music  to  those 
which  they  have  been  presenting  to  the  southwestern 
conferences,  clubs  and  other  interested  audiences  for 
the  past  few  weeks. 

We  are  indeed  gratified  with  the  response  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Lamanite  race  are  showing  toward  the 
Gospel  message.  We  are  sowing  the  seeds  of  Truth  on 
fertile  ground  and  the  harvest  is  continually  growing. 
The  missionaries  of  this  district  pray  for  the  continued 
success  of  missionaries  in  all  fields. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Dale  Glines  King,  from  Grace,  Idaho,  to  Colorado. 

Elmo  Elison,  from  Malta,  Idaho,  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Karl  G.  Buchmiller,  from  Rexburg,  Ida.,  to  Del  Rio,  Tex. 

TRANSFERS 

Wilmer  Porter  May  to  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico. 

John  E.  Cummings  to  Manassa,  Colorado. 

Floyd  A.  Fowler  to  Austin,  Texas. 

Joseph  W.  Jensen  to  Nogales,  Arizona. 

Floyd  E.  Hayes  to  Mission  Office  at  El  Paso. 

Gilbert  A.  McDougal  to  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Ivan  Stahle  to  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Donna  Tolboe  to  Brownsville,  Texas. 

Ruth  Burt  to  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

Clayton  S.  DaBell  to  Houston,  -Texas. 

Dorothy  Falkner  to  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Robert  K.  Flake  to  Laredo,  Texas. 

C.  Fred  Schuenman  to  Brownsville,  Texas. 

Roselin  Stringham  to  Laredo,  Texas. 

Edward  L.  Howard  to  Denver,  Colorado. 

APPOINTMENTS 

W.  Cloyd  Mecham,  Senior,  at  Albuquerque,  New  Mex. 
Elders  Vaughn  Green,  Shirrel  R.  Young,  Valden  O’Don- 
nal  and  Merlin  S.  Horne  formed  Mission  Quartet, 
the  "Singing  Charros." 

Wade  H.  Andrews,  President  of  El  Paso  District. 
Denmark  C.  Jensen,  Senior,  at  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico. 
Ren  Smith,  Senior,  at  Del  Rio,  Texas. 

David  O.  Maxfield,  Senior,  at  Walsenburg,  Colorado. 
J.  Harold  Call,  President,  at  Tucson,  Arizona. 

RELEASES 

Daniel  N.  Smith,  Jr.,  of  Tuscon  Ariz.-Home,  Donna,  Tex. 
Jacob  Bautista,  of  Del  Rio,  Tex.,  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 

IVAN  L.  CLUFF,  Mission  Secretary. 


Hearken,  O  ye  people  oi  my  church,  saith  the  voice 
of  him  who  dwells  on  high,  and  whose  eyes  are  upon 
all  men,  yea,  verily  I  say:  Hearken  ye  people  from 
afar;  and  ye  that  are  upon  the  islands  of  the  sea,  listen 
together. —  Doc.  &  Cov.  1:1. 


The  Lord  shall  come  to  recompense  unto  every  man 
according  to  his  work,  and  measure  to  every  man 
according  to  the  measure  which  he  has  measured  to 
believe  on  my  name.  — Doc.  &  Cov.  35:8. 


Mission  Miscellanea 


Missionaries  and  Subscribers  — Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — makje  it  your  best. 


DUTY  AND  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  A  MISSIONARY 

By  EDWIN  R.  RIGGS,  East  Ceniral  Slates  Mission 

We  missionaries  should  sense  our  responsibility, 
perhaps  more  than  we  do.  We  should  closely  ob¬ 
serve  all  the  rules  concerning  our  work  and  calling. 

A  missionary  is  a  representative  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  should  be  trustworthy.  "To  be  trusted  is  a  far 
greater  compliment  than  to  be  loved,"  are  the  words  of 
President  David  O.  McKay.  A  missionary  represents 
and  is  therefore  trusted  by -his  district  president,  his 
mission  president,  his  parents,  his  church  of  nearly 
a  million  people,  and  our  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  missionary  should  do  things  on  his  own  intia- 
tive,  for  he  has  the  assurance  that  for  all  the  good 
he  does  he  will  be  rewarded.  Our  Father  is  a  good 
paymaster.  Our  responsibility  is  to  be  obedient. 
Read  Doc.  &  Cov.  58:6,  7/  also  82:8,  9,  10. 

We  should  remember  to  do  our  best  at  all  times, 
our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  Father  demands  this 
constant  effort.  We  are  out  here  to  preach  the  first 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  to  call  all  men  to  re¬ 
pentance.  Paul  the  great  apostle  to  the  gentiles 
advises  t^at  we  be  not  ashamed  of  our  testimony -to 
stir  up  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  in  us -II  Tim.  1: 
6,  7,  8.  He  also  said,  "Preach  the  word  ...  do  the 
work  of  an  evangelist,  make  full  proof  of  thy  ministry." 
Let  us  be  able  to  say  with  him:  "I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith."  — II  Tim.  4:  2-9. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  missionaries  to  meet  as 
many  people  as  possible  each  day.  To  tell  them  of 
the  glad  tidings  that  God  has  spoken  in  this  age, 
to  deliver  this  message  to  them  in  its  fullness.  The 
more  people  we  meet  the  more  investigators  we  get  ; 
the  more  investigators  we  get  the  more  converts  are 
made,-  and  remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in 
the  sight  of  our  Father. -Doc.  &  Cov.  18:10-17. 

Our  responsibility  is  to  live  our  religion,  to  be  walk¬ 
ing  examples  of  Mormonism  before  the  people  of  the 
world  — Let  our  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  our  good  works,  and  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 

In  conclusion  are  the  words  of  our  beloved  mission 
president,  William  T.  Tew,  Jr.:  "Positively  the  Lord 
cannot  use  you  if  your  lives  are  shot  through  with 
frivolity,  worldliness,  indifference  and  disobedience." 


BAPTISM  THE  DOOR  TO  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD 
By  AUBREY  J.  PARKER,  Santa  Barbara,  California 

Baptism  is  almost  universally  recognized  by 
Christians  as  "the  door"  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

Water  is  acceded  by  all  as  a  cleansing  agent, 
which  also  has  the  power  to  revivify  that  which  is 
wilting  for  the  lack  of  moisture;  in  fact  it  is  one  of 
the  main  life-giving  forces  of  the  earth. 

The  ordinance  of  baptism  as  administered  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  one 
of  vital  importance  to  the  applicant  for  admission 
into  the  Church.  It  is  the  only  way  into  that  church; 
for  it  has  been  divinely  appointed  as  such.  The  apostles 
who  had  received  their  call  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
himself  declared  it  to  be  so.  Even  in  that  early  day, 


"that  of  Pentecost,  when  "men  of  all  nations"  cried 
out  "Men  and  brethren  what  shall  we  do,"  came  the 
answer  from  Peter  himself:  "Repent,  every  one  of 
you,  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  your  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Already  "being  pricked  in  their  hearts"  they  had 
faith  in  a  redeeming  Christ,  and  were  ready  for  the 
next  steps  in  the  Gospel  Plan  —  repentance  and  baptism. 

Our  natural  birth,  as  children,  is  one  of  water,  so 
also  is  the  spiritual  rebirth  preceded  by  a  submersion 
in  water. 

It  is  admitted  by  most  theological  students,  that 
"there  is  a  natural  law  in  the  spiritual  world,"  and 
the  Latter-day  Believers  say  that  there  is  a  spiritual 

law  in  the  natural  world. 

There  is  not  one  ordinance  or  principle  of  the 
Gospel  which  can  be  dispensed  with -they  are  all 

needed  in  the  great  plan  of  redemption.  Baptism  has 

been  likened,  by  St.  Paul,  to  the  burial  and  the 

resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  burial  under  water 
shuts  us  off  from  the  world,  temporarily,  and  when 
we  come  from  under  the  water  it  is  into  a  newness  of 
life,  drawing  in  the  good  air  that  had  for  a  moment 
been  denied  us.  The  symbol  is  perfect. 

That  baptism  is  the  door  by  which  the  living  and 
the  dead  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  taught  by 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  door  of 
all  doors  and  has  to  do  with  our  eternal  salvation  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 


WHY  APPRECIATION 
By  OPAL  CHENEY,  Thornton,  Idaho 

"Count  your  blessings, 

Name  them  one  by  one; 

Count  your  many  blessings, 

See  what  God  hath  done." 

Thus  runs  one  of  our  well  known  hymns.  When  one 
joins  a  group  wholeheartedly  singing  such  a  song, 
his  soul  is  stirred  with  the  emotion  of  gratitude,  and 
he  is  brought  to  ponder:  what  a  great  blessing  is 
appreciation? 

I  sometimes  wonder  just  how  many  of  the  bene¬ 
ficiaries  ever  stop  to  visualize  how  life  would  be 
without  the  daily  rising  of  the  sun,  the  song  of  the 
bird,  or  the  blooming  of  the  rose. 

Man  knows  nothing  that  the  ommiscient  hasn't  given 
him  to  know,  and  is  nothing  of  himself.  His  very 
body  he  owes  to  his  creator;  and  when  the  latter  de¬ 
cides  to  deprive  him  of  it,  there  isn't  anything  he  can 
do  about  it.  Neither  would  there  be  any  way  he 
could  get  it  back  if  it  were  not  for  the  sacrifice 
which  the  Father  made  of  His  Only  Begotten  Son. 
Thus,  we  find  that  we  receive  our  bodies  free  and 
our  resurrection  free  — without  either  price  or  effort 
on  our  part.  This  debt  we  can  never  fully  repay. 

There  is,  however,  the  Plan  of  Salvation  given  us 
to  make  this  life  desirable  which  does  require  effort 
by  us.  But  even  this  guide  is  given  us  free  of 
price,  and  ample  rewards  are  promised  so  that  we 
are  repaid  here  as  well  as  hereafter  for  merely  com¬ 
plying  with  the  same.  What  man  has  yet  found  an 
employer  who  would  give  him  plans  and  materials 
free,  then  if  he  only  did  the  job  well  would  pay 
him  twice  for  the  same  work,  and  finally  give  him 
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the  finished  product  of  his  labor  to  keep  as  his  own? 
The  Author  of  Our  Salvation  has  set  before  each  of 
us  just  such  an  opportunity  and  promise  I 

Therefore,  the  first  knowledge  we  obtain  of  the 
indebtedness  we  bear  to  our  Heavenly  Father  begins 
to  arouse  our  appreciation.  This  in  turn,  induces  us 
to  put  forth  an  effort  to  repay  Him.  Then  the  re¬ 
ward  and  happiness  which  this  effort  brings  results 
in  a  broader  appreciation,  and  the  latter  leads  to 
greater  effort,  reward,  and  happiness. 

Not  only  is  appreciation  a  requisite  to  the  greatest 
happiness  of  man  but  also  to  the  glory  of  God.  He 
informs  us,  "And  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory  to 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 
In  other  words,  the  Lord  would  have  us  know  that  His 
efforts  are  directed  towards  securing  the  success  and 
happiness  of  His  children  on  earth,  and  the  greater 
degree  to  which  He  realizes  this  objective,  the  greater 
will  be  His  happiness  and  glory. 

To  grasp  the  relation  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  hap¬ 
piness  to  our  own,  we  must  understand  that  He  is 
literally  our  Father.  Then  knowing  that  parents  in  this 
life  feel  repaid  for  all  of  their  troubles  just  by  seeing 
their  children  successful  and  happy,-  then  realizing 
how  much  greater  is  the  capacity  of  our  Eternal 
Father  for  pain  and  joy,  because  His  love  is  perfect, 
we  begin  to  perceive  how  He  can  feel  fully  repaid 
only  by  seeing  His  earthly  children  possessing  genuine 
happiness. 

But  how  great  will  be  Our  Father's  sorrow  for  every 
one  who,  through  ingratitude,  casts  aside  the  Divine 
plan,  wastes  his  free  materials,  and  fails  to  complete 
his  house,  and  the  judgment  day  finds  him  out  in  the 
cold. 

Why  then  should  anyone  fail  to  develop  that  un¬ 
bounded  source  of  security  and  happiness  called 
appreciation? 


TOLERANCE 

By  LAWRENCE  E.  DALTON,  New  England  Mission 

"Oh  God  that  men  could  see  a  little  clearer  or  judge 
less  harshly  where  they  cannot  see.  Oh  God  that  men 
would  draw  a  little  nearer  to  one  another  — they'd  be 
nearer  then  to  thee,  and  understood." 

Tolerance  is  one  of  the  greatest  virtues  that  one 
may  have,  a  virtue  if  cultivated  will  give  us  an 
entirely  different  outlook  upon  life. 

Intolerance  is  that  narrowness  of  vision  that  forms 
opinions  and  condemns  without  investigation.  It  passes 
judgment  without  getting  the  facts. 

"It  has  been  the  curse  of  the  ages,  this  bigotry  in 
man  which  makes  him  prejudiced  against  all  other 
opinions  than  his  own." 

Someone  has  said:  "Tolerance  is  intelligence  real¬ 
izing  its  own  falability.  It  is  the  open  mind  seeking 
to  learn  the  innate  worth  of  what  may  be  strange 
and  distasteful.  It  is  good-will  whose  horizon  is  not 
bounded  by  self-interest." 

There  are  many  today  who  are  earnestly  and 
honestly  seeking  the  truth  and  are  accepting  it  re¬ 
gardless  of  its  source.  To  accept  truth  when  found 
may  involve  a  complete  reversal  of  thought  and  action. 
Saul  of  Tarsus  had  the  courage  to  about-face  and 
become  the  champion  of  a  cause  he  had  hated,  the 
defender  of  a  people  whom  he  had  despised. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  Master  his  intolerant 
nature  was  softened  and  he  came  to  love  his  enemies, 
and  finally  gave  his  life  for  a  religion  he  had  de¬ 
famed. 

The  Master  taught  tolerance  by  word  and  deed. 
He  taught  the  woman  at  the  well  the  folly  of  the 
custom  which  forbade  communication  between  dif¬ 
ferent  sects.  He  was  merciful  to  the  woman  taken 
in  sin,  and  mildly  rebuked  those  who  would  have 
stoned  her.  He  reminded  men  that  the  Father  causes 
the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends 
the  rain  alike  on  the  just  and  the  unjust.  He  taught 
that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 


"We  should  respect  a  man's  right  to  think  wrong 
though  we  might  undertake  to  teach  him  the  right. 
We  should  have  that  spiritual  sympathy  which  helps 
one  to  see  the  purpose  of  a  man  aside  from  his 
proposition.  We  should  come  to  realize  that  truth 
is  larger  than  any  one  man's  conception  of  it  and  in 
this  spirit  continue  the  search  for  truth." 

Jesus  never  denied  the  right  of  any  man  to  differ 
from  Him  or  to  do  his  own  thinking.  His  teachings, 
however,  were  a  direct  challenge  to  the  accepted 
theories  and  dogmas  of  the  day.  Because  of  the 
spirit  of  intolerance  He  suffered  persecution  and  abuse, 
and  was  finally  crucified.  He  who  had  all  power  in 
heaven  and  in  earth  never  attempted  to  force  men  to 
deny  their  own  beliefs  and  accept  His.  He  taught 
men  to  love  their  enemies,  to  forgive  seventy  times 
seven  times,  to  remove  the  beam  from  their  own  eyes 
before  looking  for  the  mote  in  another's. 


BUILDING  MATERIAL 

By  ORSON  SPENCER,  Canadian  Mission 

Has  there  been  a  time  in  your  life  when  you 

Were  left  alone  with  your  thoughts  that  were  blue? 

Did  you  ever  have  reason  to  feel  afraid? 

Afraid  of  life  and  its  piercing  blade? 

Have  you  thought  that  life  was  cold  and  cruel? 

That  the  pari  you  played  was  the  part  of  a  fool? 

Did  you  ever  feel  that  tearing  pain? 

That  cuts  your  heart  and  stings  your  brain? 

When  you  were  left  fighting  life's  battle  alone; 

When  someone  who's  soul  was  part  of  your  own 
Was  called  to  labor  in  that  distant  land- 
Oh,  did  you  not  seek  a  comforting  hand? 

And  when  no  one  offered  to  share  the  load; 

And  when  no  one  smoothed  the  bumps  from  your  road; 
Did  your  heart  grow  bitter,  your  spirit  bored? 

Did  you  feel  to  question  the  will  of  the  Lord? 

It  seemed  there  was  nothing  in  life  for  you; 

You  saw  only  the  gray  side  — never  the  blue. 

Your  true  self  was  hidden  behind  a  shell; 

Satan  had  formed  it,  to  lead  you  to  hell. 

Then  when  you  had  broken  that  shell  and  looked  out, 
Your  mind  was  made  easy  and  free  from  all  doubt. 
God  planned  these  things  that  you  might  grow  big, 
And  make  of  your  life,  a  tree  not  a  twig. 

It  is  well  that  you  learn  that  struggle  and  strife, 

Will  help  you  to  build  from  the  timber  of  life, 

A  temple  where  truth  and  righteousness  stand; 
Instead  of  a  tavern  built  on  the  sand. 


LIFE 

By  J.  H.  MAYS,  Bluefield,  West  Va. 

It's  the  belter  things  we  do, 

And  the  virtuous  life  we  live, 
Which  make  our  souls  anew, 

And  better  fit  to  live. 

It's  happiness  brought  mankind; 

Pure  thoughts  we  entertain; 

Which  make  our  lives  sublime 
And  fit  for  heaven  again. 

It's  little  smiles  of  friendship, 

And  little  deeds  of  love; 

Which  keep  the  life  lights  burning 
Till  we  meet  in  heaven  above. 


I  am  God,  and  mine  arm  is  not  shortened;  and  I  will 
show  miracles,  signs,  and  wonders,  unto  all  those  who 
believe  on  my  name. -Doc.  &  Cov.  35:8. 
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the  finished  product  of  his  labor  to  keep  as  his  own? 
The  Author  of  Our  Salvation  has  set  before  each  of 
us  just  such  an  opportunity  and  promise ! 

Therefore,  the  first  knowledge  we  obtain  of  the 
indebtedness  we  bear  to  our  Heavenly  Father  begins 
to  arouse  our  appreciation.  This  in  turn,  induces  us 
to  put  forth  an  effort  to  repay  Him.  Then  the  re¬ 
ward  and  happiness  which  this  effort  brings  results 
in  a  broader  appreciation,  and  the  latter  leads  to 
greater  effort,  reward,  and  happiness. 

Not  only  is  appreciation  a  requisite  to  the  greatest 
happiness  of  man  but  also  to  the  glory  of  God.  He 
informs  us,  "And  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory  to 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 
In  other  words,  the  Lord  would  have  us  know  that  His 
efforts  are  directed  towards  securing  the  success  and 
happiness  of  His  children  on  earth,  and  the  greater 
degree  to  which  He  realizes  this  objective,  the  greater 
will  be  His  happiness  and  glory. 

To  grasp  the  relation  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  hap¬ 
piness  to  our  own,  we  must  understand  that  He  is 

literally  our  Father.  Then  knowing  that  parents  in  this 
life  feel  repaid  for  all  of  their  troubles  just  by  seeing 
their  children  successful  and  happy;  then  realizing 
how  much  greater  is  the  capacity  of  our  Eternal 
Father  for  pain  and  joy,  because  His  love  is  perfect, 
we  begin  to  perceive  how  He  can  feel  fully  repaid 

only  by  seeing  His  earthly  children  possessing  genuine 
happiness. 

But  how  great  will  be  Our  Father’s  sorrow  for  every 
one  who,  through  ingratitude,  casts  aside  the  Divine 

plan,  wastes  his  free  materials,  and  fails  to  complete 
his  house,  and  the  judgment  day  finds  him  out  in  the 
cold. 

Why  then  should  anyone  fail  to  develop  that  un¬ 
bounded  source  of  security  and  happiness  called 

appreciation? 


TOLERANCE 

By  LAWRENCE  E.  DALTON,  New  England  Mission 

"Oh  God  that  men  could  see  a  little  clearer  or  judge 
less  harshly  where  they  cannot  see.  Oh  God  that  men 
would  draw  a  little  nearer  to  one  another  — they'd  be 
nearer  then  to  thee,  and  understood." 

Tolerance  is  one  of  the  greatest  virtues  that  one 
may  have,  a  virtue  if  cultivated  will  give  us  an 
entirely  different  outlook  upon  life. 

Intolerance  is  that  narrowness  of  vision  that  forms 
opinions  and  condemns  without  investigation.  It  passes 
judgment  without  getting  the  facts. 

"It  has  been  the  curse  of  the  ages,  this  bigotry  in 
man  which  makes  him  prejudiced  against  all  other 
opinions  than  his  own." 

Someone  has  said:  "Tolerance  is  intelligence  real¬ 
izing  its  own  falability.  It  is  the  open  mind  seeking 
to  learn  the  innate  worth  of  what  may  be  strange 
and  distasteful.  It  is  good-will  whose  horizon  is  not 
bounded  by  self-interest." 

There  are  many  today  who  are  earnestly  and 
honestly  seeking  the  truth  and  are  accepting  it  re¬ 
gardless  of  its  source.  To  accept  truth  when  found 
may  involve  a  complete  reversal  of  thought  and  action. 
Saul  of  Tarsus  had  the  courage  to  about-face  and 
become  the  champion  of  a  cause  he  had  hated,  the 
defender  of  a  people  whom  he  had  despised. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  Master  his  intolerant 
nature  was  softened  and  he  came  to  love  his  enemies, 
and  finally  gave  his  life  for  a  religion  he  had  de¬ 
famed. 

The  Master  taught  tolerance  by  word  and  deed. 
He  taught  the  woman  at  the  well  the  folly  of  the 
custom  which  forbade  communication  between  dif¬ 
ferent  sects.  He  was  merciful  to  the  woman  taken 
in  sin,  and  mildly  rebuked  those  who  would  have 
stoned  her.  He  reminded  men  that  the  Father  causes 
the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  the  good,  and  sends 
the  rain  alike  on  the  just  and  the  unjust.  He  taught 
that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 


"We  should  respect  a  man's  right  to  think  wrong 
though  we  might  undertake  to  teach  him  the  right. 
We  should  have  that  spiritual  sympathy  which  helps 
one  to  see  the  purpose  of  a  man  aside  from  his 
proposition.  We  should  come  to  realize  that  truth 
is  larger  than  any  one  man's  conception  of  it  and  in 
this  spirit  continue  the  search  for  truth." 

Jesus  never  denied  the  right  of  any  man  to  differ 
from  Him  or  to  do  his  own  thinking.  His  teachings, 
however,  were  a  direct  challenge  to  the  accepted 
theories  and  dogmas  of  the  day.  Because  of  the 
spirit  of  intolerance  He  suffered  persecution  and  abuse, 
and  was  finally  crucified.  He  who  had  all  power  in 
heaven  and  in  earth  never  attempted  to  force  men  to 
deny  their  own  beliefs  and  accept  His.  He  taught 
men  to  love  their  enemies,  to  forgive  seventy  times 
seven  times,  to  remove  the  beam  from  their  own  eyes 
before  looking  for  the  mote  in  another's. 


BUILDING  MATERIAL 

By  ORSON  SPENCER,  Canadian  Mission 

Has  there  been  a  time  in  your  life  when  you 

Were  left  alone  with  your  thoughts  that  were  blue? 

Did  you  ever  have  reason  to  feel  afraid? 

Afraid  of  life  and  its  piercing  blade? 

Have  you  thought  that  life  was  cold  and  cruel? 

That  the  pari  you  played  was  the  part  of  a  fool? 

Did  you  ever  feel  that  tearing  pain? 

That  cuts  your  heart  and  stings  your  brain? 

When  you  were  left  fighting  life's  battle  alone; 

When  someone  who's  soul  was  part  of  your  own 
Was  called  to  labor  in  that  distant  land  — 

Oh,  did  you  not  seek  a  comforting  hand? 

And  when  no  one  offered  to  share  the  load; 

And  when  no  one  smoothed  the  bumps  from  your  road; 
Did  your  heart  grow  bitter,  your  spirit  bored? 

Did  you  feel  to  question  the  will  of  the  Lord? 

It  seemed  there  was  nothing  in  life  for  you,- 
You  saw  only  the  gray  side  — never  the  blue. 

Your  true  self  was  hidden  behind  a  shell; 

Satan  had  formed  it,  to  lead  you  to  hell. 

Then  when  you  had  broken  that  shell  and  looked  out, 
Your  mind  was  made  easy  and  free  from  all  doubt. 
God  planned  these  things  that  you  might  grow  big, 
And  make  of  your  life,  a  tree  not  a  twig. 

It  is  well  that  you  learn  that  struggle  and  strife, 

Will  help  you  to  build  from  the  timber  of  life, 

A  temple  where  truth  and  righteousness  stand; 
Instead  of  a  tavern  built  on  the  sand. 


LIFE 

By  J.  H.  MAYS,  Bluefield,  West  Va. 

It's  the  better  things  we  do, 

And  the  virtuous  life  we  live, 
Which  make  our  souls  anew, 

And  better  fit  to  live. 

It's  happiness  brought  mankind; 

Pure  thoughts  we  entertain; 

Which  make  our  lives  sublime 
And  fit  for  heaven  again. 

It's  little  smiles  of  friendship, 

And  little  deeds  of  love; 

Which  keep  the  life  lights  burning 

Till  we  meet  in  heaven  above. 


I  am  God,  and  mine  arm  is  not  shortened,-  and  I  will 
show  miracles,  signs,  and  wonders,  unto  all  those  who 
believe  on  my  name. -Doc.  &  Cov.  35:8. 


The  Twelve  Whom  Jesus  Called^S i mo  a  Peter 

SIMON  WAS  THE  SON  of  Jona  or  Jonas.  When  called  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  by  Jesus  he  was  sirnamed  Peter,  or  the  Syriac  form  Cephas,  mean¬ 
ing  a  stone.  He  lived  in  Bethsadia,  the  home  of  Philip,-  then  in  Capernium, 
where  dwelt  Zebedee  and  his  sons  James  and  John.  Neither  rich  nor  poor  in  this 
world's  goods,  he  belonged  to  that  substantial  middle  class  that  forms  the  sinew 
of  society.  He  held  property  in  his  own  right  and  with  Zebedee  and  Zebedee's 
sons  profitably  operated  in  the  fishing  industry. 

Of  Simon's  early  life  we  know  very  little.  In  addition  to  the  Hebrew  customs 
and  Aramaic  tongue  which  were  native  to  him,  he  was  undoubtedly  influenced 
and  broadened  by  the  Greek  language  and  Greek  culture  then  quite  common 
in  his  Galilean  home.  It  is  altogether  likely  that  the  ignorance  referred  to  in 
Acts  4:13  related  to  rabbinical  or  scholarly  training  and  does  not  imply  that  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  Jewish  scripture  and  of  ordinary  matters  of  community  and 
national  concern.  Simon  was  impulsive,  abrupt,  rough,  and  ready  for  action. 

Attracted  by  the  personality  and  teachings  of  John  the  Baptist,  Simon  be¬ 
came  temporarily  a  disciple  of  John.  When  introduced  to  Jesus  by  his  brother 
Andrew,  he  readily  recognized  the  superior  quality  of  the  Master  and,  when  the 
call  came,  gladly  sacrificed  all  personal  ambitions  to  become  a  ''fisher  of  men." 

With  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  he  became  most  intimate  with  the  Lord.  He  was 
one  of  the  three  permitted  to  accompany  Jesus  in  the  room  of  the  daughter  of 
Jairus  where  death  had  entered  and  there  saw  life  miraculously  restored.  With 
the  same  two  disciples  he  beheld  the  transfiguration  of  Jesus.  With  them  he 
accompanied  Jesus  in  Gethsemane  and  when  his  Master  was  arrested  by  the 
mob,  stood  by,  eager  to  defend  with  his  sword. 

When  asked  by  the  Lord,  "Whom  say  ye  that  I  am?"  Peter  readily  answered, 
"Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  Jesus  commended  and  blessed 
His  loyal  disciple,  assuring  him  that  the  knowledge  by  which  he  could  so  testify 
was  not  of  man  but  had  its  source  in  God,  and  gave  him  this  wonderous  promise, 
signifying  his  position  in  the  Priesthood:  "I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,-  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth  shall  be  bound  in 
heaven,-  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven." 

Peter's  later  denial  of  Jesus  was  in  a  moment  of  weakness  and  probably 
played  its  part  in  mellowing  the  spirit  and  temperament  of  this  man  of  stone. 
Knowledge  of  his  own  weakness  tends  to  make  a  wise  man  humble,  tolerant, 
cautious,  and  consequently  strong.  Peter  needed  this  lesson. 

The  heavy  cloud  of  discouragement  that  enshrouded  him  at  the  crucifixion 
of  his  Lord  was  wholly  lifted  when  came  the  realization  of  the  resurrection.  To 
him  and  his  fellow  apostles  the  risen  Savior  repeatedly  appeared  and  on  them 
He  conferred  the  promised  Comforter,  the  Holy  Ghost.  Now  he  who  had  once 
shown  weakness  and  fear,  became  the  lion-hearted  defender  of  the  faith.  He 
now  stood  unafraid  of  any  man,  and  willing  to  give  his  life  for  the  name 
and  cause  he  had  once  denied. 

His  sermon  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  has  come  ringing  down  through  the 
ages.  To  him  it  became  an  obsession  to  proclaim  that  He  whom  the  Jews  had 
crucified  was  verily  the  Messiah  and  that  there  was  no  name  given  under  heaven 
whereby  men  could  be  saved  other  than  that  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  Samaria  Peter  caustically  rebuked  the  cupidity  of  Simon  the  sorcerer  in 
presuming  to  purchase  the  gift  of  God  with  money.  In  Joppa  he  was  given  the 
vision  from  heaven  and  the  divine  instruction  which  prepared  him  to  open  the 
doors  of  the  Gospel  to  the  gentiles. 

While  in  prison  awaiting  execution  by  order  of  Herod  Agrippa,  Peter  was 
miraculously  liberated  by  an  angel.  He  then  went  into  hiding  and  we  know 
little  of  him  thereafter.  His  later  life  was  probably  spent  largely  in  missionary 
efforts  among  the  Jews  of  the  dispersion.  To  them  his  epistles,  First  and  Second 
Peter,  were  addressed,  and  to  this  first  epistle,  perhaps  more  than  anything  else 
in  Jewish  Scripture,  we  are  indebted  for  our  knowledge  of  the  mission  of  Jesus 
between  death  and  resurrection  -  the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  of  the  dead. 

Peter  is  said  to  have  suffered  martyrdom  by  crucifixion,  head  downward,  at 
Rome  with  other  Christians  during  the  Neronian  persecutions,  about  67  or  68  A.  D. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 


Vol.  36,  No.  20—1120  INDEPENDENCE,  MO.,  MARCH  28,  1939 


$1.00  a  Year 


Conference  Address  of  Elder  John  A.  Widtsoe 

Of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 

109th  Semi-Annual  Conference,  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  1938 


I  bear  testimony  to  you  of 
the  truth  of  this  work.  It  is 
of  God,  not  of  man.  It  was 
founded  in  revelation.  It  has 
been  guided  by  revelation. 
It  is  being  directed  today  by 
revelation.  It  possesses  the 
authority  of  eternity  -  the 
Priesthood  -  the  power  by 
which  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  were  made. 


C'KD 


It  seems  to  me  that  my  faith 
has  passed  beyond  doubt  — 
that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Son  of  God,  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  indeed  a  prophet  of 
God,  divinely  inspired  and 
guided;  and  that  we  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  work  of  God  for 
the  completion  of  His  great 
plan  with  respect  to  the  hu¬ 
man  race. 


Y  DEAR  BRETHREN  AND  SISTERS,  nowhere  in  all  the  world  do  I  feel 
myself  so  much  in  the  presence  of  friends,  as  in  these  great  General  Confer¬ 
ences  of  the  Church — thousands  of  men  and  women  who  are  of  the  same 
faith,  with  the  same  objective  in  life,  having  the  same  aspirations  as  to  the 
hereafter.  I  feel  myself  as  one  of  a  great  family  in  these  conferences.  Yet 
there  is  a  feeling  as  one  stands  before  this  group,  akin  to  fear,  akin  to 
awe.  I  have  heard  my  brethren  say  that  they  also  have  that  feeling. 
Brigham  Young  explained  it  by  saying  that  we  are  all  children  of  Almighty  God,  his 
very  children,  begotten  in  the  spirit  world  before  we  came  here  upon  this  earth,  and 
that  within  every  one  of  us,  for  that  reason,  is  a  spark  of  divinity.  When  a  man 
stands  before  a  group  of  thousands  of  righteous  men  and  women,  as  I  do  this  mo- 
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ment,  he  feels  the  divinity  within  them, 
and  feels  much  as  he  would  if  he  stood 
before  Divinity  itself. 

I  rejoice  in  having  this  opportunity; 
yet  when  I  look  at  the  clock  I  know  that 
"the  time  is  far  spent,  there  is  little  re¬ 
maining" —  except  speakers.  You  will 
permit  me  therefore,  I  am  quite  sure,  to 
lay  aside  the  theme  that  I  had  selected  for 
this  conference — it  may  sound  just  as  well 
next  April — and  to  bear  testimony  to  you 
as  the  Spirit  may  move  upon  me  at  this 
moment. 

Testimony  As  To  Divinity  Of  Work 

I  do  bear  testimony  to  you  of  the 
truth  of  this  work,  which  has  brought  us 
together  during  this  great,  wonderful, 
thrilling  conference.  This  work  is  of 
God,  not  of  man.  It  was  founded  in  rev¬ 
elation.  It  has  been  guided  by  revelation. 
It  is  being  directed  today  by  revelation. 
It  possesses  the  authority  of  eternity — we 
call  it  the  Priesthood  —  the  power  by 
which  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were 
made. 

The  man  who  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  Church  today  holds  the  keys,  rights, 
privileges,  and  authority  held  by  every 
man  who  throughout  the  generations  of 
time  has  been  called  to  lead  the  cause  of 
God.  He  stands  as  the  representative  of 
God's  great  plan  of  salvation. 

Our  destiny  is  for  all  men.  We  are 
servants  of  the  human  race,  bearers  of 
truth  and  light  to  those  who  are  in  ig¬ 
norance,  and  who  sit  in  darkness.  We 
are  not  like  other  men;  we  are  not  like 
other  women.  We  are  chosen  and  set 
apart  unto  the  greatest  and  gravest  re¬ 
sponsibilities  that  the  Lord  has  ever  placed 
upon  his  children  on  earth. 

This  is  the  last  dispensation,  not  the 
first.  It  is  the  summation  of  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  years  since  the  earth  was  made. 
This  is  the  evening  of  earth’s  Saturday. 
The  work  is  about  to  be  completed.  The 
manner  and  time  of  its  completion,  and 
all  that  pertains  to  these  last  days  are  left 
very  largely  with  us,  the  commissioned 
servants  of  Almighty  God  in  this  great 
work. 

I  rejoice  in  this  testimony,  and  I  bear 
it  to  you.  And  I  want  to  say  to  you, 
my  brethren  and  sisters,  that  this  testi¬ 
mony  is  knowledge,  the  higher  knowledge, 
transcending  mere  belief,  or  even  ordinary 
faith.  It  is  the  best  in  my  life,  as  it  is 
the  best  in  your  lives — for  I  speak  but  as 


one  of  hundreds  of  thousands  in  this 
Church  and  kingdom  who  bear  this  testi¬ 
mony.  This  testimony  is  my  priceless 
possession,  the  thing  I  value  most,  the 
thing  to  which  I  want  to  cling  through¬ 
out  life. 

You  may  well  ask  me,  and  you  have 
the  right  to  ask  me,  as  you  may  ask  my 
brethren  and  sisters  by  the  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  who,  like  me,  can  bear  this  same 
testimony,  how  we  dare  to  declare  such 
a  testimony,  how  we  dare  to  say  that  we 
know  that  this  is  the  work  of  God.  In 
answer,  thousands  in  this  congregation, 
would  join  with  me  in  explaining  how 
such  a  testimony  may  be  won. 

Evidences  Of  The  Truth  Are  Plain 
To  Be  Seen 

The  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  lie  all  about 
us,  if  we  but  search  and  seek.  They  lie 
within  easy  reach.  They  are  evidences 
no  man  can  deny,  so  clear  to  the  vision, 
I  was  about  to  say,  that  the  blind  can  see 
them.  Who  can  read  the  life  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  the  backwoods  boy 
of  New  York,  untaught,  unlettered,  ex¬ 
cept  as  revelation  came  to  him,  who  can 
read  his  career  and  the  teachings  of  his 
life  without  saying  of  him,  honestly, 
"The  man  did  not  speak  of  himself. 
Powers  beyond  man  spoke  through  him 
for  the  benefit  of  humanity?" 

Take  the  life  of  our  own  President,  the 
commissioned  leader  of  our  Church  today. 
His  life  is  like  an  open  book;  we  know 
every  chapter  in  it.  Who  would  dare  to 
say  that  Heber  J.  Grant  the  President 
of  the  Church  today  speaks  only  through 
the  great  natural  endowment  that  was 
recognized  in  him  even  while  he  was  a 
boy?  One  must  be  blind,  indeed,  and 
hard  of  hearing  who  cannot  recognize  the 
spirit  of  inspiration  and  the  voice  of  God 
speaking  through  the  prophet  of  this  day, 
our  day,  this  Sunday,  in  which  we  are 
living. 

Yet,  evidences  are  not  enough  to  gain 
a  testimony  of  the  truth;  we  have  some¬ 
thing  more.  I  was  brought  up  in  scien¬ 
tific  laboratories,  where  I  was  taught  to 
test  things,  never  to  be  satisfied  unless  a 
thing  was  tested.  We  have  the  right  to 
test  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
By  testing  it  I  mean  living  it,  trying  it 
out.  Do  you  question  the  Word  of  Wis¬ 
dom?  Try  it.  Do  you  question  the  law 
of  tithing?  Practice  it.  Do  you  doubt 
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the  virtue  of  attending  meetings?  Attend 
them.  Only  then  shall  we  be  able  to  speak 
of  these  things  intelligently  and  in  such 
a  way  as  to  be  respected  by  those  who 
listen  to  us.  Those  who  live  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  gain  this  higher  knowledge, 
this  greater  testimony,  this  ultimate  as¬ 
surance  that  this  is  the  truth.  It  is  the 
way  to  truth.  All  the  while,  brethren  and 
sisters,  we  must  seek  help  from  the  great 
unseen  world  about  us,  from  God  and  his 
messengers.  We  call  that  prayer.  A  man 
never  finds  perfect  peace,  never  reaches  afar 
unless  he  penetrates  to  some  degree  the 
unseen  world,  and  reaches  out  to  touch 
the  hands,  as  it  were,  of  those  who  live 
in  that  unseen  world,  the  world  out  of 
which  we  came,  the  world  into  which  we 
shall  go. 

Simple  Things  Lead  To  Great  Truths 

I  want  to  conclude  by  saying  that  in 
seeking  a  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Gos¬ 
pel  restored  in  our  day,  we  need  chiefly 
to  give  attention  to  the  little  things  of 
life.  The  little  things  are  really  the  great 
things  of  life;  and  the  things  we  call  great 
in  life  are  the  little  things.  Life  is  made 
up  of  little  things,  our  daily  duties.  We 
are  too  prone  to  say  that  that  which  is 
clear  and  understandable  is  of  little  con¬ 
sequence;  while  that  which  is  complex  and 
difficult  to  understand  we  sometimes  hold 
to  be  great.  Let  us  remember  that  the 
little  things  of  life,  the  simple  things,  are 
the  ones  that  lead  us  into  the  greater 
truths. 

I  was  taught  in  my  scientific  day  to 
look  for  fundamental  principles,  the  gov¬ 
erning  principles,  and  not  to  worry  about 
the  complexities  or  mysteries  of  things. 
I  found  that  when  I  looked  down  deep 
into  the  heart  of  things,  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  that  govern  and  guide  were  always 
simple  and  easily  understood.  Man's 
progress  towards  truth  has  been  along 
simple  ways. 

The  theme  of  President  Grant's  open¬ 
ing  sermon  just  a  few  days  ago  was  con¬ 
stant  labor  of  the  right  kind  as  far  as 
we  have  strength  and  ability.  That  is  a 
simple,  elementary  principle;  yet  so  fun¬ 
damental  that  in  practice  it  changes  the 
whole  world  for  every  man  who  lives  in 
it.  Brother  Bowen  spoke  of  honesty — 
another  simple  principle;  yet  he  wove  it 
into  the  pattern  of  our  character.  Brother 
Merrill  spoke  on  unselfishness — a  simple 
principle,  yet  the  power  that  makes  the 


world  habitable.  From  such  simple  prin¬ 
ciples  are  woven  the  pattern  of  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  world. 

Concluding  Testimony 

Now  I  must  not  say  more.  I  have 
borne  you  my  testimony.  It  may  be 
gained  by  any  and  every  person.  The 
way  is  simple;  God  has  not  made  that 
road  difficult  to  travel;  but  we  must  obey 
certain  principles  of  truth  to  guide  us  if 
we  are  to  reach  the  end.  Every  man  may 
reach  it  who  really  desires  it.  There  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  in  this  last  dispensation 
who  have  found  this  testimony,  who  have 
secured  this  certain  and  firm  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  and  who  can  bear  witness, 
perhaps  even  more  certainly  than  I  can 
— though  it  seems  to  me  that  my  faith 
has  passed  beyond  doubt — that  God  lives, 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  that 
Joseph  Smith  was  indeed  a  prophet  of 
God  divinely  inspired  and  guided,  and 
that  we  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  God 
for  the  completion  of  God's  great  plan 
with  respect  to  the  human  race. 

I  thank  God  for  the  Gospel,  in  my  be¬ 
half  and  in  your  behalf.  God  bless  us 
and  make  us  true  to  the  truth,  I  pray,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


THE  LIFE  THAT  COUNTS 


The  life  that  counts  must  toil  and  fight r- 
Must  hate  the  wrong  and  love  the  right; 
Must  stand  for  truth  by  day,  by  night - 
This  is  the  life  that  counts. 

The  life  that  counts  must  hopeful  be,- 
In  darkest  night  make  melody; 

Must  wait  the  dawn  on  bended  knee  - 
This  is  the  life  that  counts. 

The  life  that  counts  must  aim  to  rise 
Above  the  earth  to  sunlit  skys,- 
Must  fix  its  gaze  on  Paradise - 

This  is  the  life  that  counts. 

The  life  that  counts  must  helpful  be; 

The  cares  and  needs  of  others  see; 

Must  seek  the  slaves  of  sin  to  free- 
This  is  the  life  that  counts. 

The  life  that  counts  is  linked  with  God; 
And  turns  not  from  the  cross  -  the  rod  1 
But  walks  with  joy  where  Jesus  trod- 
This  is  the  life  that  counts. 

-A.  W.  S. 
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look  for  fundamental  principles,  the  gov¬ 
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of  the  truth,  and  who  can  bear  witness, 
perhaps  even  more  certainly  than  I  can 
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"MY  CONVERSION" 

By  G.  W.  CURRAN,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah 
(240  West  South  Temple  St.) 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  and  concluding 
article  consisting  of  excerpts  from  the  author's  book¬ 
let  of  the  same  name. 


I  was  baptized  at  Palmyra,  New  York. 
November  10,  1935,  after  five  months 
of  intense  investigation,  and  received  a  joy 
that  I  had  never  before  experienced.  That 
morning,  as  usual  I  had  rceived  Holy 
Communion  in  the  Catholic  Church  after 
having  gone  to  confession  the  night  be¬ 
fore.  knowing  that  it  would  be  my  last. 

I  felt  rather  sad  to  leave  the  Catholic 
Church  but  truths  which  I  had  received 
could  not  be  denied.  The  plain,  simple 
truth  of  the  matter  is,  I  did  not  dare  deny 
them.  Six  months  or  so  passed  and  the 
gathering  spirit  took  hold  of  me.  I  left 
everything  behind  and  went  West.  Since 
that  time  I  have  met  thousands  of  Mor¬ 
mons  and  have  had  my  testimony  strength¬ 
ened  regarding  the  truth.  I  have  received 
the  Priesthood,  been  prompted  to  do  much 
genealogical  work  for  our  Temples,  and 
have  found  great  pleasure  in  my  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  Mormon  people.  I  could 
not  consistently  say  that  the  Mormon 
people  are  perfect.  Among  them  I  find 
a  large  number  who  are  not,  for  one  rea¬ 
son  or  another,  aware  of  the  importance 
of  their  position.  Too  much  is  taken 
for  granted.  They  believe  that  we  have 
the  true  church,  but  have  not  taken  time 
to  prove  it  to  themselves.  However,  the 
vast  majority  of  them  are  a  happy,  intelli¬ 
gent  and  superior  people  —  people  that 
value  education,  enlightenment  and  the 
better  things  of  life.  They  are  not  at 
all  fanatical  as  some  would  believe.  They 
do  not  wear  uniforms  as  I  had  once 
thought  they  did.  They  are  for  the  most 
part  a  very  light  complexioned  people  and 
their  appearance  is  one  of  contentment. 
They  hold  their  age  better  than  any  peo¬ 
ple  whom  I  have  met.  It  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  to  meet  middle  aged  people  who  have 
the  appearance  of  youth  in  their  faces. 
Unquestionably  their  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  has  something  to  do  with  this,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  fact  that  they  live  more 
out  of  doors  and  do  not  have  the  excite 
ment  that  the  people  in  the  large  cities 
have.  Also,  they  have  what  is  called  the 
“Word  of  Wisdom, ”  which  means  that 
they  do  not  believe  in  smoking,  drinking 
intoxicants,  tea  or  coffee,  and  are  taught 


from  almost  infancy  the  principles  of 
right  living.  Failure  to  live  the  law  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom  does  not 
cause  excommunication  of  the  member, 
but  it  does  hinder  the  member's  progres¬ 
sion.  There  is  not  space  to  go  into  de¬ 
tail  as  regarding  Mormon  doctrine,  but  a 
small  outline  may  be  advisable  and  en¬ 
lightening. 

The  Mormons  claim  to  have  the  exact 
set-up  had  by  the  primitive  church  with 
its  twelve  Apostles. 

Heber  J.  Grant,  a  man  82  years  of  age, 
heads  the  First  Presidency.  I  have  met 
and  conversed  with  him  and  find  him 
plain,  intelligent,  and  industrious.  He 
can  be  seen  around  the  streets,  going  about 
his  affairs,  straight  and  alert.  In  his 
speeches  he  is  outspoken,  jovial,  and  kind. 

The  other  two  of  the  First  Presidency, 
J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  and  David  O.  Mc¬ 
Kay,  are  men  of  outstanding  achievement 
both  in  and  out  of  the  Church.  Their 
appearance  is  that  of  men  of  high  morals 
and  intelligence.  I  have  met  hundreds  of 
the  lesser  officials  of  the  Church  and  they 
are  usually  men  of  superior  intelligence. 

When  it  comes  to  charity  we  find  some 
difference  between  Catholic  charity  and 
Mormon  charity.  The  Roman  Catholics 
are  not  surpassed  when  it  comes  to  taking 
care  of  their  people,  who  for  various  rea¬ 
sons  are  unable  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
They  are  liberal  and  too  much  cannot  be 
said  for  their  many  wonderful  institutions 
and  workers.  The  Mormons  go  about  it 
in  a  different  way.  They  try  to  get  as 
close  to  the  United  Order  as  possible, 
based  on  the  belief  that  they  are  their 
brothers’  keepers.  Within  the  past  two 
years  a  heroic  effort  has  been  made  to 
establish  a  welfare  plan  which  would  en¬ 
able  them  to  take  care  of  their  needy. 
Much  has  been  written  about  this  plan 
and  the  Church  is  making  steady  progress 
in  the  matter  of  taking  care  of  the  needy, 
having  established  warehouses,  workshops 
and  stores. 

Usually  you  will  find  the  Mormons 
busy  with  reading  and  work.  They  like 
to  dance  and  seem  to  get  a  great  deal  of 
joy  from  it.  The  old  fashioned  dances 
surely  have  a  great  fascination  for  them. 
In  their  recreation  halls,  which  are  usually 
attached  to  the  chapels,  the  young  people, 
and  many  of  the  older  ones,  can  be  seen 
enjoying  the  evening,  with  various  forms 
of  entertainment  of  an  elevating  charac¬ 
ter.  The  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
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tion,  a  church  auxiliary  for  both  sexes, 
has  charge  of  the  social  activities  of  the 
Church  and  is  doing  a  wonderful  work 
in  keeping  the  young  people  engaged  in 
clean,  wholesome  entertainment.  At  the 
same  time  this  Association  builds  up  the 
talents  of  the  people.  It  gives  them  cour¬ 
age  to  sing,  play  musical  instruments,  and 
stand  up  to  speak.  Children  of  all  ages 
are  called  upon  to  face  the  congregation 
and  participate.  Regular  outlines  arc 
given  and  they  are  expected  to  follow  them 
through. 

My  wife  died  this  summer.  She  wrote 
me  just  previous  to  her  operation  urging 
me  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church  and 
called  my  attention  to  this,  "Once  a  Cath¬ 
olic,  always  a  Catholic."  She  urged  me 
to  return  to  the  church,  saying  that  she 
could  not  understand  how  one  that  had 
ever  known  its  soul  satisfying  doctrine 
could  ever  leave  it.  But  the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  part  of  her  letter  was  this — "How¬ 
ever  impossible  it  has  been  for  us  to  live 
out  our  lives  together,  I  would  like  to 
think  that,  perhaps,  you  and  I  and  our 
three  lovely  children  will  be  reunited  in 
Heaven."  She  did  not  realize  that  this 
is  the  only  church  in  existence  that  pro¬ 
vides  the  means  for  the  reuniting  of  the 
family  after  this  life.  Since  starting  this 
article  she  has  been  baptized  and  endowed 
in  one  of  our  temples  and  I  hope  there  to 
be  married  for  all  time  and  eternity  to  the 
mother  of  my  children. 

I  am  ever  grateful  to  the  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  their  parents  for  their  bring¬ 
ing  to  me  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
for  the  blessing  that  has  been  mine,  of 
knowing  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  exactly  what  it 
claims  to  be. 

My  investigation  of  Mormon  doctrine 
convinces  me  that  the  claim  set  forth  by 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  that  it  is  the  only  true  church,  is 
substantiated  in  every  detail  by  scripture. 
Anyone  desiring  to  know  the  truth  can 
find  this  out  by  studying  the  standard 
works  of  the  Church — the  Bible,  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price;  or.  by  con¬ 
tacting  any  one  of  two  thousand  mission¬ 
aries  laboring  throughout  the  world. 

This  Church  stands  firm  as  the  de¬ 
fender  of  all  truth,  no  matter  what  the 
source  may  be.  It  offers  to  each  and 
every  one  the  opportunity  to  progress  by 
giving  them  additional  truths  as  con¬ 


tained  in  latter-day  revelation.  Its  lead¬ 
ers  do  not  claim  the  right  to  change  the 
ordinances  prescribed  by  the  Great  Teach¬ 
er.  They  do  not  stamp  as  irrelevant  verses 
of  the  Holy  Scripture.  They  do  not  alter 
the  Gospel  in  order  to  substantiate  false 
doctrine.  They  do  not  submit  doctrine 
to  numerous  councils  for  decisions — which 
could  mean  only  one  thing,  and  that  is  a 
distorted  Gospel.  They  have  been  given 
the  full  Gospel,  know  they  have  it  and 
are  jealously  guarding  it  against  any  pos¬ 
sible  alteration. 

And  now  my  dear  readers,  if  you  are 
one  of  those  who  have  been  groping 
around  in  darkness,  allow  me  to  suggest 
that  you  shake  off  the  shackles  of  false 
doctrine — unwarranted  pomp,  ceremonials, 
show  of  silk  and  lace  and  come  to  the  true 
Church,  as  it  is  restored  in  these  latter 
days — the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints. 


WHAT  PRIZE  SHALL  BE  YOUR  REWARD? 


When  called  to  the  throne  of  your  Lord, 
And  judged  from  the  books  of  today, 
What  prize  shall  then  be  your  reward? 

For  what  do  you  labor  and  pray? 

Is  there  in  the  hopes  of  your  heart, 

A  hope  for  the  future  most  dear, 

When  called  from  this  life  to  depart 
And  dwell  in  a  holier  sphere? 

Chorus 

There's  many  a  crown  will  await 
The  brows  of  the  faithful  and  true,- 
Just  think,  ere  you  find  it  too  late, 

If  one  is  awaiting  for  you. 

Improve  the  time  that  is  now, 

For  then  all  regrets  will  be  vain; 

Let  honor  enwreath  here  your  brow,* 
Prepare  for  the  boon  you  would  gain. 
An  hour  is  life's  journey  at  best, 

The  moments  are  fleeting  so  fast; 
Beware!  or  the  Savior's  request 
Will  find  you  still  sleeping  at  last. 

Remember  the  course  you  pursue 
Is  surely  recorded  above, 

That  every  act  you  may  do 

Is  written  "'for  self"  or  "for  love." 

O  then,  should  the  balance  be  found 
"For  self,"  in  that  day  you  will  see, 
Though  blessings  of  mercy  abound, 

No  crown  for  you  then  there  will  be! 

-J.  L.  Townshend. 
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tion,  a  church  auxiliary  for  both  sexes, 
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clean,  wholesome  entertainment.  At  the 
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me  to  return  to  the  Catholic  Church  and 
called  my  attention  to  this,  “Once  a  Cath¬ 
olic,  always  a  Catholic."  She  urged  me 
to  return  to  the  church,  saying  that  she 
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ever  impossible  it  has  been  for  us  to  live 
out  our  lives  together,  I  would  like  to 
think  that,  perhaps,  you  and  I  and  our 
three  lovely  children  will  be  reunited  in 
Heaven."  She  did  not  realize  that  this 
is  the  only  church  in  existence  that  pro¬ 
vides  the  means  for  the  reuniting  of  the 
family  after  this  life.  Since  starting  this 
article  she  has  been  baptized  and  endowed 
in  one  of  our  temples  and  I  hope  there  to 
be  married  for  all  time  and  eternity  to  the 
mother  of  my  children. 

I  am  ever  grateful  to  the  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  their  parents  for  their  bring¬ 
ing  to  me  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
for  the  blessing  that  has  been  mine,  of 
knowing  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  exactly  what  it 
claims  to  be. 

My  investigation  of  Mormon  doctrine 
convinces  me  that  the  claim  set  forth  by 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  that  it  is  the  only  true  church,  is 
substantiated  in  every  detail  by  scripture. 
Anyone  desiring  to  know  the  truth  can 
find  this  out  by  studying  the  standard 
works  of  the  Church — the  Bible,  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price:  or,  by  con¬ 
tacting  any  one  of  two  thousand  mission¬ 
aries  laboring  throughout  the  world. 

This  Church  stands  firm  as  the  de¬ 
fender  of  all  truth,  no  matter  what  the 
source  may  be.  It  offers  to  each  and 
every  one  the  opportunity  to  progress  by 
giving  them  additional  truths  as  con¬ 


tained  in  latter-day  revelation.  Its  lead¬ 
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er.  They  do  not  stamp  as  irrelevant  verses 
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the  Gospel  in  order  to  substantiate  false 
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to  numerous  councils  for  decisions — which 
could  mean  only  one  thing,  and  that  is  a 
distorted  Gospel.  They  have  been  given 
the  full  Gospel,  know  they  have  it  and 
are  jealously  guarding  it  against  any  pos¬ 
sible  alteration. 

And  now  my  dear  readers,  if  you  are 
one  of  those  who  have  been  groping 
around  in  darkness,  allow  me  to  suggest 
that  you  shake  off  the  shackles  of  false 
doctrine — unwarranted  pomp,  ceremonials, 
show  of  silk  and  lace  and  come  to  the  true 
Church,  as  it  is  restored  in  these  latter 
days — the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints. 
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When  called  to  the  throne  of  y°ur  Lord, 
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For  what  do  you  labor  and  pray? 
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A  hope  for  the  future  most  dear, 

When  called  from  this  life  to  depart 
And  dwell  in  a  holier  sphere? 
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There's  many  a  crown  will  await 
The  brows  of  the  faithful  and  true/ 

Just  think,  ere  you  find  it  too  late, 

If  one  is  awaiting  for  you. 

Improve  the  time  that  is  now, 

For  then  all  regrets  will  be  vain; 

Let  honor  enwreath  here  your  brow  , 
Prepare  for  the  boon  you  would  gain. 
An  hour  is  life's  journey  at  best, 

The  moments  are  fleeting  so  fast,- 
Beware!  or  the  Savior's  request 
Will  find  you  still  sleeping  at  last. 

Remember  the  course  you  pursue 
Is  surely  recorded  above, 

That  every  act  you  may  do 

Is  written  "for  self"  or  "for  love." 

O  then,  should  the  balance  be  found 
"For  self,"  in  that  day  you  will  see, 
Though  blessings  of  mercy  abound, 

No  crown  for  you  then  there  will  be! 
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GOOD-BY  AND  HELLO 
By  Larz  E.  Relram 

In  the  days  of  long  ago  when  friend 
took  leave  of  friend  for  a  long  journey 
into  a  far  country,  hearts  were  heavy  and 
souls  were  fearful  that  these  dear  ones 
may  never  meet  again.  Travel  was  slow 
and  beset  with  hardship  and  danger  both 
imagined  and  real.  The  way  was  more 
or  less  uncharted  and  unknown  and  the 
end  of  the  journey  seemed  further  than  it 
was. 

Now  the  world  seems  much  smaller.  A 
trip  of  a  thousand  miles  or  more  is  one 
of  comparative  comfort  and  is  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  with  pleasure  and  assurance  of 
safety.  If  our  friend  receives  a  call  from 
the  most  distant  part  of  our  broad  land, 
he  may  say  good-by  to  us,  board  an 
aeroplane,  and  before  the  setting  of  the 
sun  receive  the  glad  hello  of  welcoming 
friends  at  the  journey's  end.  And  so  the 
long  journey  is  robbed  of  its  mystery  and 
its  terror. 

This  great  contrast  of  conditions  has 
come  because  of  the  light,  learning  and 
accomplishment  that  has  come  into  the 
world. 

In  the  olden  days  death  meant  a  long, 
sad  journey  over  the  river  Styx  into  an 
unexplored  land  of  doubt  and  fear.  Even 
today,  many  seem  to  look  upon  death  as 
though  it  were  a  fearful  monster,  taking 
their  loved  ones  from  them  to  be  buried 
in  darkness  and  oblivion  never  more  to 
return. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  clearer  light 
of  the  Gospel.  What  a  joy  it  is  to  know 
that  men  and  women  are  children  of  the 
God  of  the  universe.  That  they  lived 
with  Him  in  the  realms  of  glory  before 
they  came  to  earth  and  that  it  is  our 
privilege,  when  our  short  sojourn  pn  earth 
is  over,  to  go  back  to  Him  for  an  eternal 
life  of  happiness. 

With  what  joy  and  expectancy  the 
mother  and  her  friends  await  the  coming 
of  the  new  born  child!  How  it  is  fondled 
and  how  lovingly  cared  for!  Do  not 
think  this  birth  marked  the  beginning 
of  this  child.  It  had  lived,  exercised  its 
will  and  grown  to  maturity  before  com¬ 
ing  here.  While  friends  here  stood  ready 
to  greet  it  with  welcome;  other  friends 
in  the  spirit  world  were  bidding  a  tearful 
good-by.  Our  hello  is  their  good-by. 
When  life’s  race  is  run,  there  comes  a 


simple  reverse  of  these  conditions,  that  is 
all. 

For  those  who  understand  the  Gospel, 
the  sting  of  death  is  swallowed  up  in 
the  victory  of  life.  There  is  no  death, 
for  life  is  eternal.  That  which  we  some¬ 
times  call  death  is  but  graduation  to  a 
higher  school — a  new  birth  to  a  better 
life.  While  we  below  weep  at  the  passing 
of  our  departing  friends,  other  friends  in 
higher  realms  joyously  wait  to  extend 
hearty  greeting  in  the  new  birth  and  happy 
home-coming.  The  bier  and  shroud  have 
become  a  cradle  and  robe  of  glory. 

4,I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life;  he 
that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live:  And  whosoever  liveth 
and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die." 

"I  am  come  that  they  might  have  life, 
and  that  they  might  have  it  more  abund¬ 
antly." 


THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  LORD 
By  John  H.  Young,  Mesa,  Arizona 

It  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days, 
Temple  and  walk  past  the  mirror  pool 
be  established  in  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills  /  and 
all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.  And  many 
people  shall  go  and  say,  Come  ye,  and  let 
us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to 
the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  and  he  will 
teach  us  of  his  ways,  and  we  will  walk  in 
his  paths,-  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  gorth 
the  law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
Jerusalem.  -  Isaiah  2:  2,  3. 

As  wc  enter  the  grounds  of  the  Arizona 
Temple  and  walk  past  the  mirror  pool 
of  sky  blue  water  with  its  shimmering  re¬ 
flection  of  the  Temple,  our  eyes  are  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  bronze  lettered  inscription 
over  the  entrance  of  the  building.  It  reads, 
“The  house  of  the  Lord .  Erected  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints .  Dedicated  October ,  1927,"  The 
very  name,  "House  of  the  Lord,"  brings 
to  mind  the  above  quoted  passage  of  scrip¬ 
ture,  a  prophecy  given  hundreds  of  years 
before  Christ  taught  in  the  Temple  of 
Herod  in  Jerusalem. 

We  are  further  reminded  of  this  pro¬ 
phecy  when  we  view  the  frieze  engraved 
in  the  pale  yellow  fire  clay  "terra  cotta"  of 
which  the  exterior  portion  of  the  walls  of 
the  building  are  made.  As  the  guide,  who 
is  a  missionary  from  the  California  Mis- 
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sion,  takes  us  around  the  south  side  of 
the  Temple,  he  explains  the  sculptor  s 
work : 

The  first  panel  depicts  a  hand  cart 
company  on  its  way  westward  across  the 
plains  of  the  United  States,  fulfilling  the 
prophesy  in  Psalms: 

And  gathered  them  from  out  of  the  lands, 
from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  from  the 
north,  and  from  the  south.  They  wandered 
in  the  wilderness  in  a  solitary  way,-  they 
found  no  city  to  dwell  in.  Hungry  and 
thirsty,  their  souls  fainted  in  them.  Then 
they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  distresses. 

The  next  panel  shows  the  Spaniards 
and  Mexicans  leaving  their  haciendas  to 
make  a  trip  to  the  temple.  The  third 
panel  shows  an  Indian  tribe  on  the  move, 
while  the  last  one  on  the  southeast  corner 
is  a  Pacific  Island  scene,  showing  the 
Polynesians  at  their  favorite  task  of  fish¬ 
ing.  They,  as  well  as  the  American 
aboriginics,  are  descendants  of  Lehi  and 
therefore  of  the  House  of  Israel. 

Continuing  to  the  northeast  corner,  the 
guide  points  out  the  panel  representing 
the  people  of  Southern  Europe — the 
French,  Swiss  and  Italian.  Next,  we  see 
the  windmills  of  Holland  with  the  people 
of  Germany,  and  Bulgaria  getting  ready 
to  embark  for  Zion. 

The  Scandinavians  are  next  represented 
— the  Swedes,  Norwegians,  and  Danes.  As 
we  turn  the  northwest  corner  and  arc 
again  in  front  of  the  temple,  we  see  the 
last  panel  which  shows  the  English,  Scotch 
and  Irish,  starting  across  the  ocean,  ful¬ 
filling  Jeremiah's  prophesy: 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  ye  nations, 
and  declare  it  in  the  isles  afar  off,  and  say, 
He  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather  him,  and 
keep  him,  as  a  shepherd  doth  his  flock. 
-Jer.  31:10. 

Members  of  the  Church  from  all  of  the 
lands  and  nationalities  here  mentioned 
are  among  those  who  daily  come  and  do 
vicarious  work  for  their  dead  ancestors 
in  the  Arizona  Temple,  the  most  recent 
one  constructed  by  the  Church.  This  edi¬ 
fice  serves  the  people  of  the  California, 
Spanish  American,  Texas.  Mexican  and 
Western  States  Missions,  as  well  as  several 
stakes  in  Arizona,  Utah  and  California. 

In  addition  to  the  thousands  who  come 
to  work  in  the  temple,  many  tourists  and 


sight  seers  from  all  the  world  who  pass 
through,  or  who  come  to  spend  the  winter 
months  in  the  44Valley  of  the  Sun,"  are 
attracted  to  this  beautiful  building,  which 
is  surrounded  by  well  kept  lawns,  hedges, 
flowers,  and  trees  of  many  varieties. 

Here  they  are  told  of  the  principles  of 
the  restored  Gospel  and  go  away  with  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints.  The  experiences  they  have  at  the 
temples  furnish  good  topics  for  conversa¬ 
tion  when  they  are  contacted  by  other 
missionaries  who  come  to  their  homes. 
Through  travel  and  education  much  of 
the  prejudice  of  former  years  towards  the 
“Mormons"  is  being  replaced  with  respect 
and  interest. 

The  Arizona  Temple  is  aptly  named 
“The  Temple  of  the  Gathering,"  and  the 
prophecy  that  “all  nations  shall  flow  unto 
it"  is  being  literally  fulfilled. 


THE  RAINY  DAY 


The  day  is  cold  and  dark  and  dreary  - 
Ii  rains  and  the  wind  is  never  weary. 

The  vine  still  clings  to  the  mouldering  wall; 
But  at  every  gust  the  dead  leaves  fall 
And  the  day  is  dark  and  dreary. 

My  life  is  cold  and  dark  and  dreary - 
It  rains  and  the  wind  is  never  weary. 

My  thoughts  still  cling  to  the  mouldering 
past, 

But  the  hopes  of  youth  fall  thick  in  the  blast 
And  the  days  are  dark  and  dreary. 

Be  still,  sad  heart!  and  cease  repining,- 
Behind  the  clouds  is  the  sun  still  shining. 
Thy  fate  is  the  common  fate  of  all; 

Into  each  life  some  rain  must  fall  - 
Some  days  must  be  dark  and  dreary. 

-Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 


Whoso  knocketh,  to  him  will  he  open; 
and  the  wise,  and  the  learned,  and  they 
that  are  rich,  who  are  puffed  up  because 
of  their  learning,  and  their  wisdom,  and 
their  riches — yea,  they  arc  they  whom  he 
despiseth:  and  save  they  shall  cast  these 
things  away,  and  consider  themselves  fools 
before  God,  and  come  down  in  the  depths 
of  humility,  he  will  not  open  unto  them. 
But  the  things  of  the  wise  and  the  prudent 
shall  be  hid  from  them  forever — yea,  that 
happiness  which  is  prepared  for  the  saints. 

—2  Nephi  9:42 ,  43. 
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work : 

The  first  panel  depicts  a  hand  cart 
company  on  its  way  westward  across  the 
plains  of  the  United  States,  fulfilling  the 
prophesy  in  Psalms: 

And  gathered  them  from  out  of  the  lands, 
from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  from  the 
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thirsty,  their  souls  fainted  in  them.  Then 
they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  distresses. 

The  next  panel  shows  the  Spaniards 
and  Mexicans  leaving  their  haciendas  to 
make  a  trip  to  the  temple.  The  third 
panel  shows  an  Indian  tribe  on  the  move, 
while  the  last  one  on  the  southeast  corner 
is  a  Pacific  Island  scene,  showing  the 
Polynesians  at  their  favorite  task  of  fish¬ 
ing.  They,  as  well  as  the  American 
aboriginies,  are  descendants  of  Lehi  and 
therefore  of  the  House  of  Israel. 

Continuing  to  the  northeast  corner,  the 
guide  points  out  the  panel  representing 
the  people  of  Southern  Europe — the 
French,  Swiss  and  Italian.  Next,  we  see 
the  windmills  of  Holland  with  the  people 
of  Germany,  and  Bulgaria  getting  ready 
to  embark  for  Zion. 

The  Scandinavians  are  next  represented 
— the  Swedes,  Norwegians,  and  Danes.  As 
we  turn  the  northwest  corner  and  are 
again  in  front  of  the  temple,  we  see  the 
last  panel  which  shows  the  English,  Scotch 
and  Irish,  starting  across  the  ocean,  ful¬ 
filling  Jeremiah's  prophesy: 

Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  ye  nations, 
and  declare  it  in  the  isles  afar  off,  and  say, 
He  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather  him,  and 
keep  him,  as  a  shepherd  doth  his  flock. 
-Jer.  31:10. 

Members  of  the  Church  from  all  of  the 
lands  and  nationalities  here  mentioned 
are  among  those  who  daily  come  and  do 
vicarious  work  for  their  dead  ancestors 
in  the  Arizona  Temple,  the  most  recent 
one  constructed  by  the  Church.  This  edi¬ 
fice  serves  the  people  of  the  California, 
Spanish  American,  Texas,  Mexican  and 
Western  States  Missions,  as  well  as  several 
stakes  in  Arizona.  Utah  and  California. 

In  addition  to  the  thousands  who  come 
to  work  in  the  temple,  many  tourists  and 


sight  seers  from  all  the  world  who  pass 
through,  or  who  come  to  spend  the  winter 
months  in  the  “Valley  of  the  Sun,"  are 
attracted  to  this  beautiful  building,  which 
is  surrounded  by  well  kept  lawns,  hedges, 
flowers,  and  trees  of  many  varieties. 

Here  they  are  told  of  the  principles  of 
the  restored  Gospel  and  go  away  with  a 
better  understanding  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints.  The  experiences  they  have  at  the 
temples  furnish  good  topics  for  conversa¬ 
tion  when  they  are  contacted  by  other 
missionaries  who  come  to  their  homes. 
Through  travel  and  education  much  of 
the  prejudice  of  former  years  towards  the 
“Mormons"  is  being  replaced  with  respect 
and  interest. 

The  Arizona  Temple  is  aptly  named 
“The  Temple  of  the  Gathering,"  and  the 
prophecy  that  “all  nations  shall  flow  unto 
it"  is  being  literally  fulfilled. 


THE  RAINY  DAY 


The  day  is  cold  and  dark  and  dreary - 
It  rains  and  the  wind  is  never  weary. 

The  vine  still  clings  to  the  mouldering  wall/ 
But  at  every  gust  the  dead  leaves  fall 
And  the  day  is  dark  and  dreary. 

My  life  is  cold  and  dark  and  dreary - 
It  rains  and  the  wind  is  never  weary. 

My  thoughts  still  cling  to  the  mouldering 
past, 

But  the  hopes  of  youth  fall  thick  in  the  blast 
And  the  days  are  dark  and  dreary. 

Be  still,  sad  heart!  and  cease  repining ; 
Behind  the  clouds  is  the  sun  still  shining. 
Thy  fate  is  the  common  fate  of  all; 

Into  each  life  some  rain  must  fall  - 
Some  days  must  be  dark  and  dreary. 

-Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 


Whoso  knocketh,  to  him  will  he  open: 
and  the  wise,  and  the  learned,  and  they 
that  arc  rich,  who  are  puffed  up  because 
of  their  learning,  and  their  wisdom,  and 
their  riches — yea,  they  are  they  whom  he 
despiseth:  and  save  they  shall  cast  these 
things  away,  and  consider  themselves  fools 
before  God.  and  come  down  in  the  depths 
of  humility,  he  will  not  open  unto  them. 
But  the  things  of  the  wise  and  the  prudent 
shall  be  hid  from  them  forever — yea,  that 
happiness  which  is  prepared  for  the  saints. 

—2  Nephi  9:42,  43. 


EZRA  L.  MARLER,  Editor 
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Birthday  of  the  Church 


THOUGHTFUL  Latter-day  Saints  are 
at  this  time  of  year  reverently  mind¬ 
ful  of  what  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
April,  109  years  ago.  Then  was  organ¬ 
ized  the  Church  wherein  they  find  such 
hope  and  joy  as  to  make  the  date  stand 
out  as  a  highly  significant  anniversary. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  recount  some 
of  the  factors  which  cause  Latter-day 
Saints  to  hold  in  hallowed  remembrance 
what  was  done  on  April  6,  1830. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  a  birthday.  We 
all  have  birthdays  whether  we  desire  them 
or  not.  Most  of  us  hold  them  as  anni¬ 
versaries  of  some  consequence  and  are 
pleased  when  our  friends  remember  in 
appreciation.  Every  thoughtful  American 
patriot  thrills  with  pride  and  satisfaction 
as  approaches  the  birthday  of  our  nation, 
and  every  true  Christian  finds  joy  to  his 
soul  at  the  coming  of  the  birthday  of  his 
Lord  Jesus.  To  the  Latter-day  Saint, 
April  6  is  the  birthday  of  his  Church. 
But  there  are  many  churches.  If  this  one 
had  not  been  born,  there  are  scores  of 
others  in  which  he  could  have  found 
membership;  many  of  them  more  popu¬ 
larly  accepted  and  more  majestically  housed 
in  homes  more  luxuriously  furnished. 

None  of  these,  however  would  satisfy 
the  true  Latter-day  Saint.  It  is  quite  com¬ 
mon  to  hear  the  expression  among  our 
good  friends  of  other  denominations,  “We 
are  all  striving  for  the  same  place  and  it 
matters  little  which  church  we  are  in  so 
long  as  we  try  to  do  what’s  right.”  Such 
expression  only  emphasizes  in  the  mind  of 
a  Latter-day  Saint  that  it  matters  greatly 
to  which  church  he  belongs.  He  holds 
that  numerous  churches  with  sundry  forms 
of  organization  and  government,  teach¬ 
ing  varied  and  contrary  doctrine,  holding 
no  communion  with  or  commission  from 
Christ,  the  head,  cannot  all  be  Christ’s 
churches,  for  He  is  not  a  God  of  con¬ 
fusion,  but  of  order. 


Latter-day  Saints  have  tested  the  state¬ 
ment  of  the  Master  and  found  it  true 
wherein  He  said,  “If  any  man  will  do 
the  will  of  the  Father,  he  shall  know  of 
the  doctrine.”  It  is  characteristic  of  them 
to  affirm  an  individual  testimony  of  the 
divine  origin  and  guidance  of  the  Church 
to  which  they  belong  and  the  eternal  truth 
of  the  doctrine  it  teaches.  That  is  an  as¬ 
surance  greatly  to  be  prized. 

Those  who  have  not  known  light,  do 
not  mind  sitting  in  the  dark;  but  those 
into  whose  lives  the  light  has  come,  find 
great  joy  in  its  possession.  So  with  the 
light  of  truth.  Rays  of  divine  light  have 
shone  upon  the  minds  of  Latter-day  Saints 
and  given  them  an  understanding  laden 
with  hope  and  promise  that  fills  their 
hearts  with  joy.  Here  are  a  few  peculiar 
teachings  of  the  Church  that  was  organ¬ 
ized  109  years  ago: 

God  is  a  glorified,  exalted  man.  Al¬ 
mighty  in  power,  everywhere  present  by 
influence  and  spirit  communication,  but 
specific  in  substance,  tabernacled  in  body 
of  immortal  flesh  and  bone.  Acting 
through  His  Son,  He  is  the  great  Creator 
of  all  things  we  know.  He  is  indeed  and 
in  reality,  as  Jesus  said,  “Our  Father,” 
being  the  father  of  our  spirits.  To  him 
we  pray  as  a  child  would  ask  an  earthly 
father  for  the  things  it  needs. 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  is  an  individual, 
separate  and  apart  from  God  the  Father  as 
an  earthly  son  is  separate  from  the  father 
of  his  body.  He  is  an  immortal  spirit  in 
a  glorified,  immortal  body  of  flesh  and 
bone.  He  is  the  Jehovah  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament.  Under  the  direction  of  His  Father 
He  created  the  earth  on  which  we  live,  then 
came  here  to  redeem  it.  By  His  death 
he  atoned  for  the  original  sin;  also  for 
the  personal  sins  of  men  on  condition  of 
repentance  and  obedience.  He  is  our  elder 
Brother,  member  of  our  Father’s  spirit 
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family.  He  marked  the  way  for  our  re¬ 
turn  to  our  heavenly  home  and  said, 
“Walk  ye  in  it." 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  third  member 
of  the  Godhead — a  personage  of  spirit — 
a  messenger  of  light  and  truth — an  agency 
of  divine  power. 

Man  lived  in  the  spirit  world  before 
he  came  here.  As  an  intelligent  entity  he 
acted  according  to  his  own  will. 

We  came  here  to  take  mortal  bodies 
and  gain  knowledge  and  strength  through 
experience  in  this  physical  world.  That 
experience  contemplates  contact  with  ad¬ 
versity,  which  is  ofttimes  a  benediction. 
Power  and  progress  come  from  solving 
problems  and  overcoming  difficulties. 

Here  we  have  our  free  agency  to  do  as 
we  choose,  but  we  shall  be  judged  in  the 
life  after  death  according  to  the  choice 
we  make  and  the  deeds  we  do.  Intellec¬ 
tual  and  spiritual  growth  attained  here 
will  be  ours  hereafter. 

When  comes  what  we  call  death,  the 
spirit  goes  out  of  the  body,  its  earthly 
tabernacle,  but  it  lives  on,  and  on.  Tem¬ 
porary  judgment  is  passed  whereby  the 
spirit  is  assigned  to  a  state  of  felicity, 
peace  and  joy  or  to  other  conditions  grad¬ 
ing  downward  to  "a  state  of  awful,  fear¬ 
ful  looking  for  the  fiery  indignation  of 
the  wrath  of  God,"  thus  to  remain  until 
the  resurrection  and  final  judgment. 

The  resurrection  will  be  a  literal  re¬ 
uniting  of  spirit  and  body — the  body  to 
be  restored  to  perfect  form  —  cleansed, 
purified  and  made  immortal. 

Judgment  will  be  according  to  merit. 
Glories  hereafter  will  vary  in  degree  as 
do  the  lights  in  the  firmament — from  the 
glint  of  the  tiniest  star  to  the  effulgent 
radiance  of  the  noonday  sun.  Men  shall 
have  what  they  have  lived  for.  Progress 
will  be  continuous.  Given  intelligence, 
desire,  and  eternity,  there  is  no  limit  to 
man’s  achievement. 

For  those  who  live  the  law,  human  re¬ 
lationships  will  be  maintained.  No  in¬ 
stitution  on  earth  contributes  so  much  to 
the  deeper  joys  of  life  as  home — wife  or 
husband,  children,  father  and  mother.  God 
meant  marriage  to  be  eternal  for  He  insti¬ 
tuted  it  when  there  was  no  death  here. 
Man  has  lost  the  vision  of  the  future  and 


marries  “till  death  do  you  part,"  leaving 
out  of  the  provision  for  eternity  that  re¬ 
lationship  which  adds  most  to  the  sweet¬ 
ness  of  life. 

Latter-day  Saints  happily  give  recogni¬ 
tion  to  the  6th  day  of  April  as  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  re-establishing  on  earth  of 
the  Church  wherein  they  enjoy  such  com¬ 
prehension  of  God’s  plan  for  their  welfare 
and  the  divine  authority  needful  to  make 
it  applicable  to  their  lives. — E.  L.  M. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

The  109th  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Church  will  convene  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 
Thursday,  April  6th.  Sessions  will  be 
held  Thursday,  Friday  and  Sunday,  6th, 
7th  and  9th. 

There  will  be  a  general  Priesthood 
meeting  Friday  evening  and  Sunday 
School  conference  Sunday  evening,  April 
7th  and  9th  respectively. 

Relief  Society  Conference  will  precede 
the  General  Conference  being  held  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April  4th 
and  5th. 


God  Moves  in  a  Mysterious  Way 

God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 

His  wonders  to  perform/ 

He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm. 

Deep  in  unfathomable  mines 
Of  never-failing  skill 
He  treasures  up  his  bright  designs, 
And  works  his  sovereign  will. 

Ye  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take, 
The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 
In  blessings  on  thy  head. 

Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense, 
But  trust  him  for  his  grace/ 

Behind  a  frowning  providence 
He  hides  a  smiling  face. 

His  purposes  will  ripen  fast, 
Unfolding  every  hour, 

The  bud  may  have  a  bitter  taste, 
But  sweet  will  be  the  flower. 

Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err' 

And  scan  his  works  in  vain, 

God  is  his  own  interpreter, 

And  he  will  make  it  plain. 

-  Cowper. 
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He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 

And  rides  upon  the  storm. 

Deep  in  unfathomable  mines 
Of  never-failing  skill 
He  treasures  up  his  bright  designs, 

And  works  his  sovereign  will. 

Ye  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take, 
The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 
In  blessings  on  thy  head. 

Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense, 

But  trust  him  for  his  grace/ 

Behind  a  frowning  providence 
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His  purposes  will  ripen  fast, 

Unfolding  every  hour, 
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Home  Ave.,  Fresno,  Calif. 

It  has  been  said,  "And  a  little  child  shall  lead 
them."  This  was  brought  home  very  forcibly  to  the 
people  of  the  Avenal  Branch  when  little  Sheron  Enon 
was  at  death's  door  with  pneumonia.  Her  seven-year- 
old  sister  voluntarily  asked  to  lead  the  members  in 
prayer  in,  her  behalf.  Such  a  fervant,  prayer  given  in 
such  implicit  faith  and  humble  devotion  certainly  was 
impressive  to  those  present.  Immediately  thereafter, 
her  sister  became  much  better,  and  is  well  and  happy 
today. 

The  Bakersfield  District  missionaries  met  with  us 
in  a  conjoint  report  meeting  in  Hanford  on  the  251h 
of  February.  Twenty-three  missionaries  were  present. 
Everyone  bore  strong  testimony  to  the  divinity  of  the 
work  we  are  engaged  in  and  to  the  truthfulness  of  our 
conception  of  Christ's  teachings.  Such  sincere  and 
humble  testimonies  come  from  missionaries  who  are 
busy  and  love  their  work. 

On  February  26th,  four  souls  were  brought  into  the 
fold  through  the  waters  of  baptism.  One  of  the  four, 
Brother  Frank  Carrillo,  is  a  Lamanile.  It  was  thrill¬ 
ing  to  witness  the  joy  of  his  family  and  himself,  and 
to  know  that  one  of  God's  chosen  spirits  had  re¬ 
turned  to  the  light. 

We  are  enjoying  our  labors  immensely.  The  Lord 
is  indeed  opening  the  way  for  us.  We  do  appreciate 
the  wonderful  cooperation  of  the  members  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Their  spirit  of  unity  was  shown  by  another  dis¬ 
trict  social  held  in  the  Hanford  Branch.  Through  such 
functions  the  members  are  drawn  closer  together  and 
have  a  greater  unity  of  faith. 

LOS  ANGELES  DISTRICT Glen  Moms,  President, 
2067  S.  Hobart,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Los  Angeles  District  have 
had  many  interesting  eperiences  the  past  month.  We 
feel  that  through  honest  prayer,  we  will  be  led  to  the 
doors  of  the  honest  in  heart.  This  has  been  the  case 
here.  A  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  placed  into 
the  hands  of  a  man  who  claimed  to  be  an  athiest.  At 
first,  he  was  very  indifferent  and  didn't  want  to  hear 
the  message  of  the  missionaries.  They  explained  to 
him  what  their  belief  was  concerning  the  Godhead  and 
that  God  had  reevaled  truths  to  his  prophets  in  this 
day  as  well  as  to  the  prophets  of  old.  The  missionary 
system  was  also  explained  and  when  the  man  learned 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  missionaries  and  that  their 
work  isn't  being  done  for  money,  he  became  interest¬ 
ed  He  took  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  promised  to 
read  it.  A  few  days  later,  he  called  at  the  Mission 
Office,  to  report  that  he  had  found  something  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  that  he  had  never  found  before,  a 
feeling  of  love  and  faith  in  God.  Things  like  this 
bring  real  joy  to  the  hearts  of  the  missionaries. 

We  have  been  highly  favored  with  the  presence  of 
President  Heber  J.  Grant  the  past  six  weeks.  This 


has  been  an  experience  we  will  long  remember.  We 
have  so  enjoyed  his  sociability  and  the  fine  example 
he  sets  for  us.  We  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that 
he  will  ever  bless  our  great  leader  with  health  and 
strength. 

At  our  report  meeting  February  25,  we  were  gra¬ 
ciously  honored  with  the  presence  of  President  Heber 
J.  Grant,  President  Macdonald,  our  beloved  Mission 
President  and  Joseph  Anderson,  who  for  seventeen 
years  has  been  the  private  secretary  to  President 
Grant.  Each  one  gave  an  inspirational  talk,  and  urged 
us  to  work  diligently  in  serving  God  by  carrying 
our  message  to  the  people  of  the  world.  We  are 
always  happy  when  we  work  hard  to  bring  happi¬ 
ness  to  others. 

SANTA  BARBARA  DISTRICT Maurice  J.  Graham, 
President,  935  Spring  Street,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

The  Lord  is  indeed  blessing  our  efforts  here  in  the 
Santa  Barbara  District.  Next  week  two  baptismal 
services  are  to  be  held,  admitting  into  the  fold  nearly 
fifteen  children  of  the  Lord. 

Several  months  ago  an  accident  happened  in  Santa 
Maria  which  drew  the  attention  of  the  townspeople) 
to  the  "Mormons."  Since  this  lime,  Elders  Clifford 
U.  Gee  and  G.  Jesse  Reeder  have  worked  in  Santa 
Maria  and  report  that  the  doors  of  the  majority  of  the 
homes  are  thrown  open  to  them  and  they  have  many 
opportunities  of  explaining  the  Gospel. 

Elder  Reeder  has  just  been  transferred  to  labor  at 
the  World's  Fair  in  San  Francisco  and  much  success 
is  wished  him  in  explaining  the  Gospel  to  the  tourists 
who  attend  the  Fair. 

Elder  Dee  Cornia,  who  has  just  arrived  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  field,  has  been  assigned  to  Santa  Maria  to  labor 
with  Elder  Gee.  We  wish  him  much  success  through¬ 
out  his  mission. 

Although  several  of  the  group  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred,  we  are  happy  to  welcome  in  their  places, 
Sister  Lula  Robison,  Sister  Clara  Ebert,  Eider  J.  Lewis 
Johnson,  and  Elder  Parley  R.  Glover.  Sister  Robi¬ 
son  has  been  assigned  to  labor  in  Santa  Barbara  with 
Sister  Pearl  Dudley  and  they  report  that  they  have 
meetings  every  night  and  many  of  the  afternoons.  We 
are  indeed  proud  of  their  work. 

In  the  place  of  Elaine  Call,  Sister  Clara  Ebert  has 
been  assigned  to  work  in  Ventura  with  Sister  Opal 
Trejo  and  they  have  several  collage  meetings  which 
they  feel  are  bringing  splendid  results. 

At  our  last  report  meeting,  Elder  J.  Lewis  Johnson 
and  Elder  M.  B.  Petersen  were  assigned  to  carry  on 
the  good  work  of  the  Elders  in  Oxnard.  The  field 
there  is  while  and  a  rich  harvest  is  soon  to  be  reaped. 

For  the  past  month.  Elder  Parley  R.  Glover  has  been 
laboring  with  President  Graham  and  has  aided  to  a 
great  extent,  the  entire  district.  We  are  sorry  that 
he  must  return  home,  but  we  are  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  of  laboring  and  associating  with  him. 
Elder  LaMar  Fairbanks,  has  been  assigned  to  take  the 
place  of  Elder  Glover  and  labor  with  President  Graham. 

For  the  past  nine  weeks  the  new  Church  radio  pro- 
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gram,  "The  Fullness  of  Times"  has  been  used  in 
transcription  form,  every  night  in  cottage  meetings. 
This  has  been  the  means  of  influencing  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  people.  One  lady,  upon  listening  to  seven  of 
the  episodes  told  the  missionaiers  she  wished  to  be 
baptized. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  19,  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  of 
the  district  met  in  the  afternoon  at  Santa  Barbara  in  a 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  Convention.  Seventy  brethren 
turned  out  and  received  some  wonderful  instructions 
on  Priesthood  work  from  Elder  Wilson  Sorensen,  the 
Mission  Priesthood  Supervisor  and  President  Russell 
B.  Hodgson,  president  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
Quorum  of  the  district.  All  those  who  attended  felt 
awakened  to  the  greatness  of  life  and  the  enormous 
amount  of  work  there  is  to  be  done.  Afterwards  the 
Relief  Society  sisters  of  Santa  Barbara  served  a  light 
lunch. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  send  their  greetings 
to  their  companions  and  fellow  Saints  wherever  they 
might  be  called  to  labor  the  world  over. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT Paul  J.  Wise, 
President,  99  Elliot  Street,  Springfield,  Mass. 

The  West  Massachusetts  District  has  slowly  but  sure¬ 
ly  "pressed  on"  to  accomplish  missionary  work. 

Recently  our  president,  Elder  Wise,  went  home  by 
plane  to  be  at  his  mother's  bedside  at  the  time  she 
passed  away.  We  join  with  his  many  friends  in  ex¬ 
pressing  our  sympathy.  We  in  the  district  thank 
God  for  the  life  of  this  faithful  mother.  Her  son,  a 
young  man  of  character,  is  evidence  to  us  that  she 
truly  lived  a  life  of  righteousness  and  "in  this  life 
prepared  to  meet  God." 

Elder  Becraft  is  acting  as  president  'till  Elder  Wise's 
return. 

Two  growing  primary  classes  are  being  held  and 
contacts  with  parents  have  been  successful.  Sisters 
Allphin  and  Foutz  have  started  a  rhythm  band,  one 
of  their  many  fine  accomplishments. 

Elders  Richards  and  Freeman  report  very  success¬ 
ful  work  in  Greenfield.  Exceptional  contacts  are 
being  made,  especially  through  a  boys'  club  of  some 
17  fellows.  Illustrated  lectures  are  being  given  in 
the  district. 

Springfield  newspapers  are  giving  very  favorable 
publicity. 

December  30,  funeral  services  were  held  for  Sister 
Etta  Myers  Wellinger.  We  are  thankful  for  her  good, 
beautiful  life,  which  exemplified  the  happiness  and 
joy  one  can  receive  by  living  the  Gospel.  Impres¬ 
sive  services  were  conducted  by  Branch  President 
Owen  Stevens. 

Contacts  through  tracting  and  visiting  churches  are 
becoming  numerous.  The  missionaries  are  making 
many  friends.  By  request  of  the  Epworth  League  of 
Asbury  Methodist  Church,  their  entire  program  one 
evening  was  given  by  the  missionaries.  Other  or¬ 
ganizations  have  also  had  the  missionaries  participate 
on  programs. 

RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT:  -  Lawrence  E.  Dalton, 
President,  715  Westminister  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 

"Be  ye  therefore  clean." 

The  missionaries  of  the  Rhode  Island  District  ac¬ 
knowledged  this  admonition  when  they  worked  arduous¬ 
ly  for  three  days  cleaning  and  redecorating  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  New  Bedford  chapel. 

Sisters  Grace  Loveland  and  Paloma  Martineau  have 
resumed  missionary  duties  and  labors  in  Providence. 
During  the  short  period  they  have  been  here  much 
constructive  missionary  work  has  been  accomplished. 
Four  weekly  Primaries  and  arrangements  for  a  Relief 
Society  have  already  been  effected. 

The  Relief  Society  of  the  New  Bedford  Branch  re¬ 
cently  sponsored  a  potato  pie  supper  and  branch  so¬ 


cial.  Forty  branch  members  from  Fall  River  and  New 
Bedford  attended.  A  spicy  program  was  presented 
with  Elder  Lawrence  E.  Dalton  acting  as  master  of 
ceremonies.  Dancing  completed  the  evenings  en¬ 
tertainment. 

President  Carl  F.  Eyring  recently  met  in  Providence 
with  the  three  branch  presidents  and  missionaries.  All 
who  were  present  gave  reports  on  their  labors  and 
bore  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  Gospel. 

The  M.  I.  A.  in  New  Bedford  is  proving  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  Lessons  prepared  by  Miss  Stella  Cooper, 
teacher  of  the  Gleaner  Girls  and  M  Men  division  have 
been  presented  in  open  forum  style  and  mutual  benefit 


SISTERS  VIRGINIA  FOUL6ER  AND  ELLEN 
SCORUP  AND  THEIR  HEE  HIVE 
GROUP  IN  NASHUA,  N.  H. 


has  been  derived  inasmuch  as  all  present  participate 
in  discussion. 

Elder  Lawrence  E.  Dalton  and  Sister  Grace  Love¬ 
land  were  privileged  to  give  illustrated  lectures  to 
one  hundred  people  at  the  Old  Folk  Home  in  Provi¬ 
dence  recently. 

Missionaries,  branch  members,  friends  and  relatives 
of  Sister  Hilda  Roberts  had  cause  to  mourn,  when  she 
was  called  home  to  her  Father  in  Heaven  early  the 
morning  of  February  6.  She  had  long  been  a  foster 
mother  to  missionaries,  and  had  rendered  unrequited 
service  to  the  branch.  The  funeral  was  supervised 
by  Thomas  Houghton  branch  president.  The  chapel 
was  filled  to  capacity  with  relatives  and  friends  of 
the  deceased  sister.  Elder  Ned  Morgan  gave  the 
obituary  and  Elder  Dalton  the  sermon.  May  God's 
blessings  be  with  those  bereaved  relatives  and  friends 
she  left  behind. 

SOUTH  MAINE  DISTRICT :  -  Ralph  J.  Swalberg,  Presi¬ 
dent,  511  Cumberland  Ave.,  Portland,  Maine. 

The  newly  organized  South  Maine  District  is  proud 
and  happy  to  greet  the  Liahona  readers. 

The  division  of  the  Maine  District  into  North  Maine 
and  South  Maine  will  give  the  missionaries  greater 
opportunity  to  contact  the  members  and  investigators 
of  this  area. 

President  Carl  F.  Eyring  held  a  special  report  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  missionaries  of  the  South  Maine  District 
in  February.  Each  missionary  gave  a  fine  report  and 
expressed  joy  and  enthusiasm. 

Elders  Earl  Banks  and  Clyde  Thornell,  laboring  in 
Sanford,  are  gaining  many  friends  through  their  ac¬ 
tivities  in  a  young  men's  athletic  organization.  They 
hold  two  weekly  study  classes  among  investigators 
and  are  showing  progress  at  their  Sunday  meetings. 

In  Portland,  a  Relief  Society  was  organized  under  the 
direction  of  the  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Marion  Davis 
and  Jessie  Rasmussen.  Their  meetings  are  held  in  the 
home  of  a  non-member,  who  is  pleased  to  offer  such 
kindness.  Our  branch  is  carrying  out  a  full  program 
of  activity.  Through  our  successful  M.  I.  A.  socials, 
keen  interest  has  been  created.  Elders  Swalberg  and 
Haynie  are  continuing  to  present,  each  Sunday,  a.  ra¬ 
dio  program  of  "Mormon  Melody  and  Meditation." 

We  are  blessed  with  a  dynamic  testimony  of  the 
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Gospel  of  Jesus  Chrisl,  and  feel  it  a  privilege  and 
duty  to  carry  our  prized  message  to  "truth  seekers." 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT Ronald  Ball,  President, 
3  South  Spring  Street,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Since  the  last  report  from  this  district  we  have 
obtained  a  hall  in  which  to  hold  our  Sunday  services. 
It  is  proving  beneficial  in  encouraging  friends  to  at¬ 
tend  our  meetings  in  Nashua.  Recently  a  district  con¬ 
ference  was  held,  with  President  Eyring  in  attendance. 
Although  the  weather  was  very  disagreeable  the  at¬ 
tendance  was  good  and  a  fine  spirit  prevailed.  Those 
present  were  greatly  impressed  by  the  words  of  in¬ 
spiration  which  were  spoken. 

Sister  Foulger  had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  at 
the  fellowship  meeting  at  the  Episcopal  Church,  where 
she  was  able  to  explain  many  things  about  Mormonism. 
The  group  was  very  friendly  and  the  lime  was  well 
spent.  The  lady  missionaries  have  made  many  friends 
through  illustrated  lectures  and  participation  in  vari¬ 
ous  women's  organizations. 

The  Bee  Hive  group  is  a  very  enthusiastic  one,  even 
though  it  is  quite  small.  A  class  in  genealogy  has 
been  organized  and  the  Saints  are  learning  better 
methods  of  research.  The  people  of  New  England  are 
helpful  in  giving  genealogical  information  and  the 
work  is  progressing  very  nicely. 

Elders  Becraft  and  Whittaker  gave  the  illustrated 
lecture  "Landmarks  in  Church  History"  to  a  woman's 
club  in  Concord.  The  women  were  interested  and  in¬ 
vited  the  Elders  to  give  another  lecture  in  the  near 
future. 

VERMONT  DISTRICT  :-Shrman  L.  Park,  President, 
168  Grove  Street,  Rulland,  Vi. 

During  the  winter  months  the  missionaries  of  the 
Vermont  District  have  been  playing  basketball  as  a 
method  of  meeting  people  and  spreading  the  Gospel 


MISSIONARY  BASKETBALL  TEAM 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

message.  A  team  was  organized  in  November  consist¬ 
ing  of  Elders  Andersen,  Williams,  Ball,  Smart,  Robin¬ 
son  and  Park.  These  missionaries  were  not  hand 
picked  for  their  playing  ability  but  were  those  as¬ 
signed  to  labor  in  the  district.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  season  regular  practices  were  held  in  the  Bur¬ 
lington  Y.  M.  C.  A.  where  the  team  members  were 
given  free  membership  cards.  Soon  the  missionaries 
grew  into  a  fast-passing,  smooth-working  team  and 
were  ready  to  meet  all  comers. 

After  the  first  game,  which  was  played  on  De¬ 


cember  8,  in  Rochester,  Vermont,  practices  were  rare 
because  as  many  as  three  games  were  played  each 
week.  Of  course  some  weeks  no  games  could  be 
scheduled  and  then  another  practice  was  held.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  season  we  have  played  23  games  Winning 
15  of  them.  Wherever  we  went  we  were  highly  com¬ 
plimented  on  our  clean  play  and  fine  display  of 
sportsmanship.  The  newspapers  have  been  very  nice 
in  their  reports  and  have  given  us  much  favorable 
publicity.  We  are  proud  of  our  record  and  the  work 
we  have  accomplished  this  winter. 

The  suits  chosen  for  the  team  were  a  combination 
of  blue  and  gold  made  from  jockey  satin.  On  the 
front  of  the  playing  jersey  the  word  "Mormons"  ap¬ 
peared  in  gold  lettering.  On  the  back  of  sweat  coats 
the  words  "Latter-day  Saints"  appeared  also  in  gold 
lettering  with  blue  background.  This  combination 
of  names  brought  many  comments  from  the  people 

who  saw  us  play  and  gave  us  a  very  good  intro¬ 

duction  to  them.  Many  good  conversations  have  been 
started  by  the  suits  and  we  have  met  many  people 
who  otherwise  we  could  have  never  contacted.  When 
they  come  to  a  basket  ball  game  they  are  on  neutral 
ground  and  in  a  friendly  frame  of  mind  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  much  easier  to  engage  them  in  conversa¬ 
tions  that  lead  up  to  religion.  Through  the  basket¬ 
ball  acquaintances  we  have  found  an  attitude  of 

friendliness  that  otherwise  would  have  escaped  us. 

Although  basketball  has  taken  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  it  is  not  the  only  activity  in  which 
the  missionaries  have  been  engaged.  Since  beginning 
the  basketball  activity,  regular  meetings  have  been 
held  in  Burlington  and  Barre  each  Sunday.  A  weekly 
study  class  was  also  started  and  is  continuing  in  Barre. 
The  regularly  established  work  in  Morrisville  has 
also  been  maintained  and  much  progress  has  been 
made  throughout  the  winter  months. 

Because  of  their  activity  and  interest  Brothers  Stephen 
E.  Green  and  Edward  Beeman  Blair  were  ordained 
deacons  during  the  past  month.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  that  they  may  carry  on  in  the  work  and  ever 
help  to  promulgate  it. 

L.  R.  HOCHSTRASSER. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 


FLORIDA  DISTRICT: -Karl  G.  Burdett,  President. 

During  the  past  month  the  Church  had  a  booth 
in  the  DeSota  International  Exposition  held  in  Tampa, 
Florida.  During  the  seventeen  days  that  the  fair  was 
open  Elders  Clifford  E.  Blackham,  Clyde  W.  Fowler 
and  George  R.  Karren,  who  labored  in  the  booth, 
report  that  hundreds  of  people  were  contacted.  In¬ 
cluded  in  these  were  people  from  almost  every  state 
in  the  U.  S.,  several  from  Canada  and  several  from 
foreign  countries.  Many  of  those  contacted  had  vis¬ 
ited  Salt  Lake  City  and  had  nothing  but  praise  for  the 
Mormon  people. 

On  February  5,  Elders  C.  Judson  Shields  and  Cole¬ 
man  Madsen  organized  a  Sunday  School  in  Deep  Creek. 
This  was  at  one  time  a  non-sectarian  Sunday  School 
conducted  by  one  of  the  local  men  of  the  community. 
The  Elders  contacted  this  man,  taught  him  the  Gospel, 
and  several  weeks  ago  baptized  him.  The  meetings 
are  held  in  the  local  school  house.  They  are  using 
the  regular  Sunday  School  bulletins,  and  report  an 
average  attendance  of  more  than  twenty. 

Sisters  Fern  Dansie  and  Martha  Geddes  in  Jackson¬ 
ville  report  that  through  the  radio  program  they  are 
presenting  over  WJAX  they  have  received  an  in¬ 
creased  number  of  invitations  into  homes. 

Pres.  Karl  G.  Burdett  and  Brother  T.  C.  Copeland 
were  called  to  administer  to  one  of  the  local  Saints 
who  had  been  sick  in  bed  for  days.  In  the  bless¬ 
ing  pronounced  upon  her  she  was  promised  that  she 
would  arise  the  next  morning  having  health  and 
strength  to  go  about  her  duties.  This  promise  was 
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fulfilled,  and  was  a  testimony  to  friends  and  relatives 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Priesthood. 

WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT:  -  Kermit  M. 
Redd,  President. 

"The  efforts  of  those  who  put  forth  good  works 
are  not  in  vain."  We  are  very  happy  to  report  ten 
baptisms  in  this  district.  Those  baptized  are:  Ida 


ELDERS  OF  WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT 


Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Wm.  Emerson 

Cox,  Harry  E.  Snow,  Merrill  W.  Howard. 

Back  Row:  Pres.  L.  Kay  Guymon.  Leland  L. 

Losee,  Collins  E.  Hassell,  J.  Keith  Gudmundson, 

Don  F.  Robertson. 

May  Lively,  Lois  Hazel  Ganes,  Cleo  Dorsey  Handerson, 
Grace  Renfroe,  Lois  Renfroe,  Wade  Junior  Henderson, 
Belvin  Gerould,  Ernest  Gerould,  David  Baer,  and  Ida 
Lively.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless 
them  in  their  righteous  undertakings. 

While  hitch-hiking  to  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  Elders 
Howard  C.  Tate  and  Dale  G.  Hardman  contacted  a 
young  man  who  seemed  very  interested  in  their  mes¬ 
sage.  The  Elders  told  of  some  of  the  accomplishments 
of  the  Mormon  Church,  and  then  discussed  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Church  with  him.  Night  found  them  still 
discussing  the  Gospel  and  quite  a  way  from  their 
destination.  The  young  man,  a  college  student,  ac¬ 
companied  the  Elders  on  the  bus  to  Aiken  where  he 
spent  the  night  with  them.  He  was  very  favorably  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  teachings  and  accomplishments  of 
Mormonism.  As  he  was  leaving  the  next  morning 
the  Elders  gave  him  several  tracts  and  a  Book  of 
Mormon.  He  said,  "If  I  am  as  impressed  with  this 
book  as  I  am  with  you  fellows,  I  want  to  join  your 
church." 

Elders  Russell  D.  Zetterower  and  Austin  J.  Erickson, 
laboring  in  Spartanburg,  recently  contacted  a  minister 
who  proceeded  to  condemn  Mormons  and  Mormonism. 
The  Elders  responded  with  friendly  and  direct  explana¬ 
tions  and  took  the  opportunity  of  bearing  their  testi¬ 
monies  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
which  he  had  so  vigorously  condemned.  Upon  leav¬ 
ing,  the  minister  complimented  the  Elders  saying, 
"You  are  two  of  the  finest  young  men  I  have  ever 
met." 

GEORGIA  DISTRICT: -Harold  E.  Nelson,  President. 

"Hearken,  O  ye  who  have  given  your  names  to 
go  forth  to  proclaim  my  gospel,  and  to  prune  my 
vineyard.  Behold,  I  say  unto  you  that  it  is  my  will 
that  you  should  go  forth  and  not  tarry,  neither  be  idle, 
but  labor  with  your  might.  Lifting  up  your  voice 
as  with  the  sound  of  a  trump,  proclaiming  the  truth 
according  to  the  revelations  and  commandments  which 
I  have  given  you."  — Doc.  &  Cov.  75:2-3. 

The  family  with  whom  Elders  M.  Dover  Hunt  and 
Rulen  E.  Morris  have  been  living  were  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  varied  activities  of  the  missionaries, 
the  way  they  lived  and  conducted  themselves,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  represented  their  church. 


They  have  investigated  the  message  of  Mormonism 
thoroughly  and  have  asked  for  baptism  in  the  near 
future. 

In  Athens,  Georgia,  Elders  August  Twitchell  and 
Alva  L.  Duvall  have  been  visiting  Mr.  Curtis  once  a 
week  for  the  past  few  months.  During  all  of  their 
visits  Mrs.  Curtis  has  been  confined  to  bed,  but  she 
and  her  niece  have  listened  attentively  to  all  that 
the  Elders  have  said,  although  they  did  not  seem  to 
be  interested.  On  their  last  visit  the  Elders  were 
asked  to  baptize  both  ladies  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Curtis 
regains  her  health.  Upon  inquiry  they  found  that  both 
of  the  ladies  had  read  all  of  the  literature  the  Elders 
had  left,  and  at  limes  had  become  so  interested  in  it 
that  they  had  studied  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Sisters  Maude  Dial  and  Margaret  Hardy,  laboring  in 
Macon,  Georgia,  report  that  they  are  holding  25  or  30 
cottage  meetings  per  month,  thus  acquainting  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  city  with  the  beautiful  truths  of  Mormonism. 

On  December  11,  Elders  Wm.  Max  Carter  and  Alva 
L.  Duvall  were  sent  to  Rome  to  open  that  city  for 
missionary  work.  They  announced  their  arrival  by 
means  of  newspaper  articles,  lectures  before  civic 
clubs,  activity  in  one  of  the  Scout  troops  of  the  city, 
and  from  the  pulpit  of  one  of  the  local  churches! 
They  report  splendid  success  in  their  labors  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  their  varied  activities. 

May  we  always  keep  our  souls  aflame  with  the 
true  missionary  zeal  that  we  may  be  successful  in  our 
ministry,  for  the  promise  is  "If  ye  are  faithful,  ye 

shall  be  laden  with  many  sheaves,  and  crowned  with 
honor,  and  glory  and  immortality  and  eternal  life." 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT :  —  F.  Wayne  Bell,  President. 

"If  in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we 

are  of  all  men  most  miserable,"  wrote  the  Apostle 
Paul.  We  have  seen  that  truth  demonstrated  recently. 
Three  funerals  have  been  conducted  by  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  this  district,  each  of  which  has  brought  in¬ 
spiration  and  comfort  to  friends  and  relatives  attend¬ 

ing.  Elders  Newell  H.  Crook  and  Wm.  Melvin  Packer 
were  called  to  conduct  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Lonnie  W. 
Hall,  the  grandfather  of  one  of  our  recent  converts. 
They  were  also  called  to  conduct  the  funeral  service 
of  Sister  Hawkins  in  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Elders 
Charles  J.  Crook  and  J.  Max  Griffiths  were  visiting 
in  the  home  of  some  Saints  in  the  country  when  the 
wife,  Sister  Sealy  died  from  a  heart  attack.  Their 
presence  and  the  funeral  service  which  they  conducted 
was  comforting  to  the  family. 

Elders  Crolley  and  Webb,  laboring  in  Mobile  have 
been  holding  some  interesting  cottage  meetings.  The 
one  who  conducts,  announces  that  the  meeting  will 
consist  of  a  discussion  after  the  last  speaker  and  then 
the  closing  song  and  the  benediction  will  follow.  As 
a  result  they  receive  many  fine  conversations  during 
the  evening.  A  lady  where  they  have  been  holding 
meetings  remarked,  "I  wish  you  could  have  seen  us 
last  night  after  you  left.  My  sister  walked  to  her 
room,  got  her  Bible  and  read  the  passages  you  had 
quoted,  and  her  son  said,  'Well,  they  must  be  right.’ 
We  then  talked  until  twelve  o'clock  about  your  visit 
to  us." 

Sisters  Ruth  Padgett  and  Sally  Smith,  laboring  in 
Mobile,  relate  the  following:  "After  visiting  with  an 
aged  doctor  who  has  been  inviting  us  to  his  home  for 
some  lime,  he  remarked,  "You  know,  if  I  had  my  life 
to  live  over,  I  would  be  a  Mormon.'  Such  statements 
lend  enthusiasm  to  the  missionary  and  make  his  work 
seem  fruitful. 

MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT: -B.  W.  Wilkerson,  President. 

"In  as  much  as  ye  do  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  While 
riding  with  a  Mr.  Brumfield  of  Darbun,  Miss.,  and 
hearing  his  experience,  Elders  Wilkerson  and  Shep¬ 
herd  saw  the  blessing  reaped  for  doing  good  unto 
"one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren." 

In  1892  two  Elders  entered  the  Darbun  vicinity  to 
teach  the  restored  Gospel.  Many  opposed  them  and 
came  out  openly  in  mob  spirit.  When  leaders  were 
endeavoring  to  excite  the  people  they  met  Mr.  Brum- 
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field,  who  calmly  told  them  it  is  the  privilege  of  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  Stales  to  worship  as  they  wish.  He 
further  pointed  out  that  the  young  men  looked  clean, 
intelligent,  and  seemed  to  be  gentlemen  minding  their 
own  business,  and  said  that  he  would  oppose  any  one 
who  tried  to  harm  them.  The  mob  dispersed.  The 
Elders  on  learning  of  the  kindness,  visited  Mr.  Brum¬ 
field  and  asked  him  why  he  had  befriended  them. 
They  then  pronounced  a  blessing  upon  him -saying 
that  he  would  enjoy  health  and  strength  and  that  he 
would  live  to  a  ripe  old  age.  Today,  46  years  later, 
and  at  the  age  of  81  Mr.  Brumfield  drives  his  own 
car,  looks  to  be  60,  and  is  enjoying  excellent  health. 
He  attributes  his  health  and  strength  to  the  blessing 
given  him  by  the  Elders. 

Sisters  Lillie  Deaton  and  Mary  Sant,  laboring  in 
Meridian  are  taking  the  advice  of  Elder  Callis,  and 
while  trading  and  visiting  investigators  sing  and  pray 
with  them.  Many  people  are  interested  in  the  Gospel 
in  that  city,  and  when  they  see  the  lady  missionaries 
say,  "Here  come  the  angels."  Many  of  their  investi¬ 
gators  bear  testimony  that  the  prayers  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  behalf  have  been  answered. 

While  trading  recently,  Elder  Horace  Smith  con¬ 
tacted  a  lady  who  had  read  an  account  of  the  coming 
forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  the  Geographical  His¬ 
tory  of  New  York.  After  eplaining  the  book  to  her 
she  was  very  glad  to  have  the  privilege  of  reading  it. 

After  investigating  the  Gospel  for  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half.  Sister  Wilford  McNiel  was  recently  bap¬ 
tized. 

WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT  :-L.  Kay  Guymon,  President. 

Elders  Wm.  Emerson  Cox,  and  Harry  E.  Snow  re¬ 
port  the  following:  "Recently  we  were  called  to  go 
to  Sopchoppy,  Florida.  While  there  word  reached  us 
that  an  elderly  woman  desired  to  have  us  administer 
to  her.  Because  of  prejudice  we  were  unable  to  per¬ 
form  the  ordinance  in  her  home,  but  performed  it  in 
her  yard.  In  the  administration  we  could  feel  some¬ 
thing  leave  us.  The  faith  this  lady  had  was  mar¬ 
velous.  The  next  morning  we  called  to  see  her  again, 
and  found  that  she  had  enjoyed  her  first  good  night's 
rest  in  many  years.  We  thank  God  for  the  Priest¬ 
hood." 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister  Bonnie  Marie 
Reagan  who  was  baptized  recently. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
William  Lunt  Black,  from  Blanding,  Utah,  to  Miss.  Dist. 
Joseph  Keith  Gudmundson,  from  Springville,  Utah,  to 
West  Florida  District. 

William  Meeks  Harker,  irom  Shelley,  Idaho,  to  North 
Alabama  District. 

Nadine  Diffey,  from  Columbia,  Miss.,  to  S.  Georgia. 
James  Henry  Tomberlin,  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to 
Mississippi  District. 

Fred  Houtz  Boyer,  from  Arch,  Idaho,  to  Florida  Dist. 
Afton  Clark,  from  Bancroft,  Idaho,  to  Alabama  District. 
Harold  Nephi  Judd,  from  Burley,  Idaho,  to  S.  Fla.  Dist. 
Paul  Mark  Morris,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Florida. 
Gladen  G.  Dalton,  from  Hurricane,  Utah,  to  North 
Mississippi  District. 

Orson  Taylor  Casper,  from  Rigby,  Idaho,  to  S.  Ga. 
Nedrough  W.  Woodruff,  from  Glenwoodville,  Alberta, 
Canada,  to  West  Florida  District. 

Ferrel  Massey,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  S.  Carolina  Dist. 
Eldon  F.  Zundell,  from  Plymouth,  Utah,  to  N.  Miss. 

TRANSFERS 

Evelyn  Branch,  from  North  Alabama  to  West  South 
Carolina  District. 

Floyd  Langford,  from  Mississippi  to  South  Florida  Dist. 
Mary  Sant,  from  Mississippi  to  North  Alabama  District. 
Marianne  Hobson,  from  South  Georgia  to  Alabama  Dist. 
Wayne  R.  Brown,  from  North  Mississippi  to  Miss.  Dist. 
Sally  Smith,  from  Alabama  District  to  Mission  Office. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Owen  W.  Poulson- President  South  Florida  District. 
James  H.  Tomberlin -Mission  Building  Supervisor. 


RELEASES 

Don  E.  Christensen,  of  S.  Florida  District  — Home,  Red¬ 
mond,  Utah. 

Lynn  C.  Markham,  of  South  Florida  District -Home, 
Spanish  Fork,  Utah. 

Lynn  C.  Goodrich,  of  West  Florida  District  —  Home, 
Vernal,  Utah. 

Margaret  Melvin,  of  West  South  Carolina  District  — 
Home,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Lee  Preston,  of  North  Alabama  District  — Home,  Bed 
ford,  Wyoming. 

Ruth  Padgett,  of  Alabama  District  — Home,  Glenville,  Ga. 

RAY  L.  JONES,  Mission  Secretary. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 

NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT: -Bruce  H.  Anderson, 
President,  1331  South  Conwell,  Casper,  Wyo. 

"Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity,- 
Which,  like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venomous, 

Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  its  head." 

—  Shakespeare. 

How  great  is  the  mission  that  can  be  performed 
by  a  child.  On  the  18th  of  January  Shirley  Ann 
Seaton,  age  3  years,  passed  away  while  being  ad¬ 
ministered  to  by  the  Elders. 

"And  the  elders  of  the  church,  two  or  more,  shall 
be  called,  and  shall  pray  for  and  lay  their  hands  upon 
them  in  my  name,-  and  if  they  die  they  shall  die 
unto  me,  and  if  they  live  they  shall  live  unto  me." 

Prior  to  the  death  of  Shirley,  her  father  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Gospel.  He  has  now  so 
humbled  himself  that  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty 
has  given  him  understanding.  Today  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  also  welcome  into 
the  fold  the  following:  Robert  Huff,  Wilmetta  Huff, 
Edward  Ellis,  Katherine  Ellis,  Robert  Seaton,  Charles 
Woodward,  Dorothy  Ann  Nickeson,  Shirley  Ann  Nicke- 
son,  Norma  Enos.  May  the  Lord  bless  these  people 
with  an  ever  increasing  testimony  of  the  Gospel  that 
they  may  reap  the  goal  of  eternal  life. 

The  North  Wyoming  District  has  been  blessed  with 
the  presence  of  our  Mission  President  and  Mission 
Mother  at  our  recent  conferences.  Their  visit  did 
much  to  strengthen  both  Saints  and  missionaries  and 
was  the  means  by  which  many  heard  the  Gospel. 

Into  every  life  comes  adversity.  To  each  one  comes 
his  or  her  chance  to  use  their  God-given  right  of  free 
agency.  Can  we  find  the  right  path  to  follow  under 
stress  and  strain?  Are  we  strong  enough  to  over¬ 
come  what  trials  and  tribulations  may  come  our  way? 
The  work  of  righteousness  with  long  suffering  and 
patience,  coupled  with  sincere  prayer  will  bring  us 
far  on  the  road  to  eternal  life;  while  negative  happi¬ 
ness,  monentary  satisfaction  of  the  appetites,  with 
chaos  and  destruction  at  the  end  is  the  fate  of  those 
who  travel  life's  journey  with  selfish  hopes  and  low 
ideals. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT:  — J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
2781  Alpha,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

"Be  thou  humble,  and  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  lead 
thee  by  the  hand  and  give  thee  answer  to  thy  pray¬ 
ers."  The  truth  of  this  beautiful  statement  has  been 
demonstrated  time  and  time  again.  As  an  elderly 
lady  of  this  district  will  testify. 

She  has  been  crippled  for  some  lime  but  it  is 
really  an  inspiration  to  everyone  to  see  how  cheerful 
and  happy  she  is  with  all  her  handicaps.  She  tells 
this  story: 

"When  I  awake  in  the  morning,  I  say  a  prayer  for 
guidance  and  understanding.  I  thank  God  for  his 
mercy  and  kindness  to  me  and  mine.  Then  as  I  am 
dressing,  I  contemplate  what  good  will  come  to  me 
that  day,  and  it  always  happens.  A  kind  letter,  a 
friendly  neighbor  calling  to  see  me,  or  perhaps  a  car 
ride.  This  paritcular  day  I  was  starting  to  write  this 


March  28,  1939 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


471 


leiler  to  you,  Elder  Taylor,  and  niy  good  had  not 
happened  for  the  day.  I  layed  the  letter  aside  and 
started  to  get  dinner,  when  a  knock  came  at  the 
door.  On  opening  it  I  was  greeted  by  three  bright 
smiling  faces.  The  faces  of  the  good  missionaries 
whom  you  had  asked  to  stop  and  see  me.  I  truly 
know  that  my  prayers  were  answered;  also  that  with¬ 
out  God's  help  I  would  be  unable  to  carry  on." 

President  William  W.  Seegmiller  presided  over  a 
splendid  conference  held  in  Lincoln,  January  28.  Ac¬ 
companying  President  Seegmiller  were  Sister  Seegmiller 
and  Sister  Marie  Clark  and  Della  Teeter,  first  counselor 
and  secretary  respectively  to  Sister  Seegmiller  in  the 
Relief  Society. 

The  high  point  of  the  day  was  a  three-hour  mis¬ 
sionary  report  meeting  in  which  missionaries  from 
Omaha,  Council  Bluffs,  Grand  Island,  North  Platte  and 
Lincoln  took  part.  Inspiring  testimonies  were  heard 
and  very  much  valuable  information  was  given.  We 
feel  to  thank  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  our  many  won¬ 
derful  blessings  and  especially  the  privilege  of  bear¬ 
ing  witness  of  the  divine  mission  of  Jesus  Christ. 

DENVER  DISTRICT: -Sheldon  S.  Dixon,  President, 
471  Downing,  Denver,  Colorado. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  recently  a  Sunday 


appreciated.  The  winning  number  was  credited  to 
the  Englewood  Branch. 

The  Denver  District  under  President  Douglas  M. 
Todd  is  progressing  very  well.  The  Lord  does  not 
retard  any  of  us  from  furthering  his  plan,  but  rather, 
he  blesses  us  according  to  our  faithfulness  in  serving 
him.  Weekly,  the  district  council  meeting  is  held. 
Each  month  a  representative  of  the  council  speaks  at 
each  branch  of  this  district.  Through  contacting  each 
branch  regularly,  a  bond  of  good  fellowship  and  love 
for  the  Gospel  is  cultivated.  A  District  Union  Meet¬ 
ing  is  held  each  month.  This  district  is  functioning, 
in  a  general  way,  as  an  organized  stake  of  Zion.  It 
is  the  prerogative  of  all  of  us  to  act  as  missionaries 
of  this  Gospel.  We  should  not  be  satisfied  and  be¬ 
come  slack  in  our  duties,  when  we  accomplish  an  aim, 
but  should  press  forward  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  al¬ 
ways  having  foresight  for  future  accomplishments  for 
the  glorifying  of  the  Lord's  Plan. 

EAST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT Russell  C.  Harris,  Presi¬ 
dent,  2569  Fori  St.,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

"What  is  my  reward  then?  Verily  that,  when  I 
preach  the  Gospel,  I  may  make  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
without  charge, —  I  made  myself  servant  unto  all,  that 
I  might  gain  the  more."  And  so,  with  Paul,  we  should 
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School  and  a  Relief  Society  were  organized  at  Greeley, 
Colorado.  We  compliment  Elders  O.  Mark  McRae  and 
Howard  Starr,  laboring  at  Greeley,  for  their  faithful 
efforts  and  encourage  them  to  continue  to  be  indus¬ 
trious  and  loyal  to  the  cause  they  represent.  Both 
auxiliary  organizations  at  Greeley  are  progressing  rap¬ 
idly.  The  presiding  officers  of  these  organizations  are 
worthy  of  much  praise  for  their  loyalty,  and  the 
Lord  is  blessing  them  abundantly. 

Baptismal  services  are  held  at  the  Denver  Branch 
each  month.  On  March  5,  nine  were  baptized.  It 
is  gratifying  to  see  many  join  the  fold  of  Christ,  for 
baptism  is'  essential  for  exaltation  in  the  kingdom 
where  God  and  Christ  will  dwell.  In  order  for  us 
to  go  unto  perfection,  we  must  first  comply  with  the 
first  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  We 
give  credit  for  conversion  to  the  Gospel  to  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  bearing  witness  to  the  seeker  after  truth. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  25,  in  the  four  branches 
in  vicinity  of  Denver,  the  annual  Road  Show  was 
given.  These  plays  required  much  time  and  effort 
in  their  preparation,  but  those  taking  part  were  well 
repaid  for  their  efforts,  as  it  was  a  joy  to  render  such 
service.  We  were  grateful  to  have  the  Pueblo  Branch 
take  part  in  the  event.  Their  efforts  in  traveling 
the  long  distance,  and  their  presentation  were  both 


like  to  make  ourselves  "servants  unto  all." 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  been  able  to 
demonstrate  their  desire  to  serve  in  the  conducting 
of  several  funerals  recently,  some  of  them  for  non¬ 

members.  They  welcome  the  opportunity  to  teach  the 
Mormon  philosophy  of  life  and  salvation. 

Some  of  the  Elders  have  joined  with  the  Omaha 

Branch  M  Men  in  a  local  church  basketball  league. 

From  the  opening  game  they  have  set  the  pace  for 
all  of  the  teams  in  the  senior  league,  and  have  demon¬ 
strated  forcibly  the  value  of  clean  living  and  high 
standards. 

Our  testimonies  were  strenghtened  and  our  ambi¬ 
tions  heightened  by  the  visit  a  short  time  ago  of 
several  of  our  mission  authorities.  Besides  President 

Seegmiller,  there  were  in  the  party  Sister  Seegmiller 
and  two  of  her  Relief  Society  counselors,  Marie  Clark 
and  Della  Teeter.  There  were  present  also  23  mission¬ 
aries  including  those  from  several  of  the  surrounding 
districts.  We  were  privileged  to  attend  with  them, 
conference  sessions  at  Lincoln,  Council  Bluffs  and 
Omaha.  On  Monday,  following  two  days  of  spir¬ 
itual  feasting,  the  conference  was  climaxed  by  a 
testimony  meeting  with  the  missionaries  and  the  visi¬ 
tors  from  Denver.  Besides  the  words  of  counsel  which 
were  spoken,  each  individual  present  bore  his  humble, 
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sincere,  heartfelt  testimony  lo  ihe  divinity  of  the 
work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Few  things  could  do 
more  to  strengthen  in  humility,  the  servants  of  the 
Lord.  We  all  feel  deeply  giateful  for  that  meeting. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Boyd  Squires,  to  West  Nebraska  District . 

Clyde  H.  Armstrong,  to  Lincoln  District. 

George  A.  Platt,  to  South  Wyoming  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Austin  F.  Whilmer,  from  E.  Nebraska  to  Scottsbluff  Dist. 
Ivan  H.  Mathie,  from  Scottsbluff  to  E.  Nebraska  Dist. 
Amos  F.  Terry,  from  San  Luis  to  Council  Bluffs  Dist. 
Alvord  L.  Cox,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  San  Luis  Dist. 
Grant  W.  Cooley,  from  N.  Wyoming  to  E.  Nebraska. 
Wesely  Bone,  from  E.  Nebraska  to  N.  Wyoming  Dist. 
Fay  C.  Wilde,  from  Lincoln  to  North  Wloming  Dist. 
Duane  S.  Perkins,  from  New  Mexico  to  Lincoln  Dist. 
LeRoy  Smith,  from  N.  Wyoming  to  New  Mexico  Dist. 
Eugene  J.  Gurr,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  Scottsbluff  Dist. 
Clifford  E.  Sharp,  from  Scottsbluff  to  Council  Bluffs. 
Arthur  S.  Hawkins,  from  S.  Wyoming  to  W.  Nebraska. 
Kendall  Balls,  from  W.  Nebraska  to  South  Wyoming, 
Scott  L.  Thorn,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  Black  Hills  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Thorley  C.  Johnson -President  West  Nebraska  District. 
James  F.  Hadlock -Mission  Recorder. 

RELEASES 

Elden  W.  Fell,  of  W.  Nebraska  -  Home,  Wapello,  Ida. 
Darrel  G.  Swartz,  from  Mission  Office -Home,  Malad, 
Idaho. 

STANLEY  M.  BURGON  Mission  Secretary. 


EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT: -D.  C.  Loveland,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"In  all  thy  getting,  get  understanding,"  said  Solo¬ 
mon,  the  man  of  wisdom.  With  this  thought  in  mind 
the  fifty  local  part-time  missionaries  of  the  district 
have  organized  themselves  into  classes,  which  are 
held  one  night  every  week.  Here  a  lesson  is  dis¬ 

cussed  and  also  problems  which  have  arisen  during  the 
week.  The  local  missionaries  realize  the  value  of  the 
admonition  of  the  Lord  when  he  said:  "You  shall 
teach  one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom,  teach 
ye  diligently  and  my  grace  shall  attend  you,  that 
you  may  be  instructed  more  perfectly  in  theory,  in 

principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  in  all 
things  that  pertain  unto  the  kingdom  of  God." 

February  the  19th,  one  session  of  branch  conference 
was  held  in  the  morning  at  Norfolk,  then  in  the 

afternoon  the  various  branches  met  in  contest  work, 
consisting  of  prepared  and  extemporaneous  speaking, 
poetry  and  song.  This  is  the  second  contest  out  of  a 
series  of  three  which  is  to  be  held  during  the 

year.  The  meeting  and  contest  were  well  attended. 
Everyone  left  with  their  spiritual  batteries  charged. 
These  contests  are  proving  very  beneficial  to  the 
branches,  because  they  bring  out  much  talent  that  was 
unknown  to  us  before.  Truly  have  the  Saints  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  East  caught  the  flash  given  by  Solomon.  "Get 
understanding." 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  report  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  various  fields  of  labor.  The  year  of  1939 
is  opening  up  many  new  avenues  through  which  we 
are  able  to  preach  this  beautiful  message  of  restoration. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT  :-E.  J.  Whiting, 
President. 

Our  Lord  has  said:  "Work  while  it  is  day,  because 
the  night  comeih  when  no  man  can  work."  This  bit 
of  scripture  applies  to  us  as  Latter-day  Saints  as  well 
as  to  the  former-day  Saints.  We  must  work  now 
while  we  can  still  see  the  way,  and  live  and  teach 
the  Gospel  to  all  those  with  whom  it  is  our  privilege 


to  come  in  contact.  We  are  living  in  a  rushed  world, 
one  where  people  feel  they  must  do  this  or  that  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  fad  or  is  up  to  date.  But  I  am  sure  if 
the  Master,  or  the  Prophet  Joseph  were  here  they 
would  say,  "Concentrate  on  one  thing;  and  what  is 
worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well."  So  it  is  with 
our  responsibilities  as  Latter-day  Saints,  not  only  to 
the  living  but  to  those  who  have  passed  on  before. 

District  Personnel:  Elders  Haddock  and  Judd  in 
Fairmont;  Elders  Hughes  and  Greenwood  in  New  Mar¬ 
tinsville,-  Elders  Michaelson  and  Hopkins  in  Romney; 
Elders  Webb  and  Campbell  in  McMechen;  and  Elder 
Whiting  touring  the  district. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICTED.  K.  Schiess, 
President. 

We  may  have  heard  the  remark  that  people  are  loo 
well  educated  for  their  own  good.  It  is  true  that 
knowledge  is  a  condemning  factor  if  it  is  not  used 
for  a  righteous  cause.  "The  Glory  of  God  is  Intelli¬ 
gence,"  as  all  L.  D.  S.  people  believe.  If  the  Lord 
expects  mankind  to  perfect  themselves  we  must  have 
new  truths  revealed  lo  us  from  time  to  time.  He 
said  we  should  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  will  make 
us  free.  A  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  is  the  only  way 
to  bring  about  perfect  freedom  and  contentment,  if 
applied  in  our  lives.  The  mysteries  of  life  are  only 
revealed  lo  them  that  obey,  and  as  fast  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  themselves  to  receive  it. 

A  very  fine  social  and  conference  was  held  on  the 
February  25  and  26,  with  the  attendance  of  some  fifty 
people  at  the  social  which  was  in  honor  of  President 
William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  and  the  missionaries  of  ihe  dis¬ 
trict.  The  social  consisted  of  games  and  a  short  pro¬ 
gram  of  readings  and  singing.  The  following  day  we 
had  three  sessions  of  conference  wherein  many  im¬ 
portant  facts  of  Mormonism  was  unfolded.  The  peo¬ 
ple  in  attendance  felt  that  they  had  received  a  very 
fine  spiritual  feast. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Herbert  L.  Tracy,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

And  also,  the  voice  of  the  Son  came  unto  me  say¬ 
ing.  "He  that  is  baptized  in  my  name  to  him  will  the 
Father  give  the  HOLY  GHOST  like  unto  me.  Where¬ 
fore  follow  me  and  do  the  things  which  ye  have  seen 
me  do."  — II  Nephi  31:12. 

The  truthfulness  of  the  above  statement  was  force¬ 
fully  brought  to  the  minds  of  Elders  Herbert  L.  Tracy 
and  Thad  O.  Yost  a  few  nights  ago  when  they  were 
awakened  by  their  landlady  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  telling  them  that  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Valentine, 
who  was  living  with  a  Sister  Bunches,  wanted  them 
to  come  immediately  and  hold  a  special  prayer  for 
her  child  that  was  seriously  ill.  No  address  was 
given  and  the  Elders  were  puzzled  as  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  people.  But  they  hurriedly  dressed 
and  tried  to  find  the  names  in  the  telephone  directory. 
Bui  no  such  names  were  to  be  found.  Nor  did  they 
have  any  success  at  tracing  the  telephone  call.  Next 
they  went  ot  one  of  the  members  homes,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  know  the  people,  but  they  did  not.  So, 
silently  the  Elders  turned  and  walked  down  the 
street,  not  knowing  where  they  were  going,  yet 
unable  to  turn  back.  They  had  traveled  scarcely  two 
blocks,  when  unconsciously  and  without  speaking, 
they  turned  in  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  a  house, 
in  which  a  light  was  burning.  A  kind  old  lady  in¬ 
vited  them  in  saying  she  knew  they  were  Mormon 
Elders,  and  that  she  had  been  waiting  for  them  lo 
come.  The  baby  was  administered  to  and  recovered 
from  its  illness. 

Looking  ahead,  every  Elder  wonders  when  he  will 
have  a  manifestation  of  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  will  be  burned  in  upon  his  memory,  never  lo  bo 
forgotten.  But  looking  back  we  can  all  see  times  that 
without  the  guiding  influence  of  ihe  Holy  Ghost  our 
goal  would  not  have  been  attained. 

Fellow  missionaries  let  us  so  live  that  we  can  call 
upon,  and  expect,  this  great  power  to  be  our  con¬ 
stant  guide. 
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EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT  :-R.  S.  Corbridge,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

One  oi  the  most  important  factors  in  the  under¬ 
lying  phases  of  human  experience  is  the  reality  of  life 
itself.  The  very  fact  that  we  live  and  breath  is  a 
marvelous  reality  and  it  is  exhilarating  to  contemplate 
the  purpose  of  man's  existence  -  to  attempt  to  bring 
to  our  minds  the  real  intent  behind  this  mortal  pro¬ 
bation  wherein  we  partake  of  sorrows,  trials,  tribula¬ 
tions  and  joys.  Such  eperiences  strengthen  our  posi¬ 
tion  in  this  eternal  route  towards  that  preconceived, 
ultimate  goal. 

Elders  Elon  V.  Smith  and  Jesse  P.  Terry  were  re¬ 
quested  to  conduct  funeral  services  in  behalf  of  Sis¬ 
ter  Lovina  Bickford  Walling  Brock,  who  has  been  a 
member  since  1922.  The  missionaries  of  this  district, 
in  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  church,  extend  our 
deep  sympathies  to  all  the  friends  and  kinfolks  at 
Spencer,  Tennessee,  and  say,  "Be  not  troubled  but 
of  good  cheer,  for  your  dear  sister  has  achieved  all 
the  necessary  experiences  thus  far  in  her  sojourn 


time  we  wish  to  welcome  Sister  Erma  Dams  and  Elder 
Dee  Clayburn  to  assist  in  the  work  here  in  West 
Tennessee.  Meetings  were  held  and  the  reception 
of  the  Gospel  truths  seem  more  apparent  than  ever 
before.  District  conference  at  Nashville,  was  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  Mission  President  Wm.  T.  Tew,  Jr., 
and  Representative  J.  Robert  Buswell  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  speakers.  Those  present  seemed  very  interested 
as  they  sat  listening  attentively  to  the  stirring  sermons 
delivered.  The  interval  between  conference  sessions 
was  fully  taken  up  by  discussions  and  President  Tew 
was  busily  engaged  in  answering  many  inquiries 
on  the  Gospel.  He  was  also  invited  to  have  dinner 
with  Mrs.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Tolmie  who  have  started 
an  investigation  in  this  work.  We  all  wish  them 
Godspeed  in  their  research.  May  the  Lord's  blessings 
ever  accompany  the  efforts  made  in  this  and  all 
other  districts  of  the  mission  field. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT:  -  Ralph  T. 
Jones,  President. 

A  report  is  to  show  results  of  activity.  Therefore,  a 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  WEST  VIRGINIA  NORTH  DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Willis  J.  Michaelson.  Charles  Hughes,  John  G.  Haddock.  Mission 
President  Wm.  T.  Tew,  Jr..  E.  J.  Whiting.  Glenn  Judd. 

Back  Row:  John  A.  Hopkin,  George  H.  Biggs,  Odell  Webb,  Wayne  Curtis,  Glenn  B.  Greenwood. 


through  eternal  life,  in  her  attempts  to  fulfill  the 
measure  of  her  creation." 

Th  district  shows  forth  an  upward  trend  as  reports 
are  received  from  missionaries  and  local  members 
towards  achievements  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  More 
contacts  with  our  fellows  are  realized  and  more  meet¬ 
ings  are  being  held  among  honest  truth  seekers. 
Elders  David  L.  Madsen  and  William  B.  Anderson  are 
bringing  about  a  better  attitude  in  the  minds  of  the 
citizens  of  Knoxville,  towards  Mormon  missionaries 
and  church  members.  Sister  Emma  Kendall  and  Mildred 
Patten  are  supporting  the  Kingsport  Sunday  School 
with  their  loyal  building  strength.  Elders  R.  S.  Cor¬ 
bridge  and  William  Frank  Adams,  in  connection  with 
their  many  district  duties,  are  encouraging  many  hon¬ 
est  investigators  in  Bristol,  to  learn  more  of  the  re¬ 
stored  truth. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  W.  J.  Wightman, 
President. 

As  the  year  marches  on,  West  Tennessee  rejoices  in 
her  recent  and  past  accomplishments.  Each  month 
seems  brighter  and  we  become  just  a  little  more  pol¬ 
ished  as  we  strive  diligently  for  anticipated  results 
and  high  lights  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

On  the  district  tour  of  February  6,  Elder  Wightman 
found  each  missionary  happy  in  his  work.  At  this 


district  report  will  show  the  attitude  of  its  mission¬ 
aries  and  the  amount  of  labor  that  has  been  done  for 
the  Lord.  The  work  in  the  district  is  going  ahead 
smoothly  and  is  not  "turning  to  the  right  or  left,"  but 
is  going  onward  to  achieve  and  fulfill  the  prophecy, 
"And  the  Gospel  shall  be  preached  to  all  the  world. 

We  are  greatly  blessed  by  having  in  our  branches 
active  members  who  have  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel. 
They  are  our  greatest  missionaries.  A  member  that 
is  living  and  applying  the  Gospel,  even  though  he  is 
too  far  away  from  a  branch  to  attend  often,  can  com¬ 
mand  the  respect  of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  A  true 
Latter-day  Saint's  life  does  command  respect,  admira¬ 
tion,  and  investigation.  It  fell  to  our  lot  to  hold  a  fu¬ 
neral  for  one  such  as  that.  He  was  very  active  in 
applying  the  Gospel  to  his  life.  On  the  day  of  his 
funeral  the  largest  crowd  ever  to  gather  together  in 
that  community  came  out  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  that  man.  His  life  had  affected  their  lives  so  thatt 
they  have  become  interested,  not  only  in  the  man, 
but  also  in  that  which  gave  him  peace  and  happiness 
along  with  spiritual  wealth.  The  missionaries  have 
been  able  to  meet  many  of  these  people  and  lead  them 
to  the  truth. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  most  all  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  are  living  and  applying  the  Gospel  to  their  lives. 
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We,  as  missionaries,  know  that  from  this  many  will 
be  added  to  the  fold  of  the  Lord. 

The  Elders  and  lady  missionaries  are  enjoying  lhe 
blessings  as  they  report  success  in  their  work.  They 
are  also  enjoying  health  and  happiness  from  their 
efforts.  Two  very  successful  conferences  have  been 
held  in  the  district.  One  at  Howard's  Chapel  Branch 
and  one  at  Tarboro.  Large  crowds  attended  and  many 
testimonies  were  strengthened. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Elmer  Stewart  Riding,  from  Provo,  Utah,  to  W.  Virginia 
South  District. 

Byron  Gael  Campbell,'  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  West 
Virginia  North  District. 

Arthur  Charles  Anderson,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to 
East  Kentucky  District. 

Olive  Marjorie  Coombs,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to 
East  Tennessee  District. 

Bryant  Cleland  Behrman,  from  Tiffany,  Colorado,  to 
East  Tennessee  District. 

Jacob  S.  Kellersberger,  from  Afton,  Wyoming,  to  East 
Kentucky  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Sherman  H.  Dangerfield,  from  Office  to  Virginia  West. 
Delmer  E.  Simpson,  from  Office  to  Virginia  East  Dist. 
Grace  Dalton,  from  Office  to  North  Carolina  West  Dist. 
Grant  P.  Grandy,  from  E.  Kentucky  to  West  Virginia  S. 
Kenneth  L.  Unsworth,  from  W.  Kentucky  to  Virginia  W. 
Mildred  Patten,  from  E.  Tennessee  to  North  Carolina  W. 

APPOINTMENTS 
C.  Robert  Bishop -Mission  Secretary. 

David  L.  Madsen  — Mission  Bookkeeper. 

Herbert  L.  Tracy -President  East  Kentucky  District. 
Hubert  C.  Lambert  -  President  West  Tennessee  District. 
RELEASES 

Elworth  Y.  Crossley,  of  East  Kentucky  -  Home,  Smoot, 
Wyoming. 

G.  Worth  Bench,  of  W.  Kentucky- Home,  Fairview,  U. 
Wallace  J.  Wighlman,  of  West  Tennessee  —  Home, 
Payson,  Utah. 

Louis  C.  Holder,  of  Virginia  W.-Home,  Murray,  Utah. 

C.  ROBERT  BISHOP,  Mission  Secretary. 

- ■ 

TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT Carlos  W.  Slone,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

As  early  as  1875,  President  Brigham  Young  with  his 
keen  prophetic  mind,  anticipated  the  need  of  the  Boy 
Scout  movement,  (which  has  since  been  established 
in  the  United  States)  when  he  organized  the  Mutual 
Improvement  Association,  as  part  of  the  Church 
program. 

From  the  1935  annual  report  of  the  National  Council, 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  (page  117)  the  following  is 
taken:  "The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 

Saints  was  the  first  to  officially  endorse  the  Boy  Scout 
program.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1912.  The  Mormon 
Church  has  since  developed  a  very  intensive  Scouting 
program." 

It  has  not  been  an  easy  task  to  carry  on  the  Scout¬ 
ing  program  in  the  mission  field,  due  to  the  lack  of 
members.  Thus  we  are  dependent  on  outsiders,  which 
must  make  up  the  shortage.  In  Dallas  Branch  giant- 
strides  have  been  made  to  this  end.  With  the  troop 
not  much  over  a  year  old,  it  was  able  to  hand  out 
the  following  promotions  and  awards  at  a  Boy  Scout 
Court  of  Honor,  held  in  the  L.  D.  S.  Church,  February 
5,  1939.  Twelve  boys  received  21  merit  badges,  three 
were  made  second  class  Scouts,  and  two  first  class. 
This  troop  at  an  earlier  date  received  from  the  Circle 
Ten  Council,  a  gold  ribbon  for  ten  years'  activity, 
having  been  completed  in  only  one  year.  The  troop 
composed  mostly  of  non-members,  is  enthusiastic 


in  their  work.  Only  five  of  the  23  boys  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church. 

We  are  very  grateful  for  the  efforts  of  Scout  Masters 
Robert  T.  Guthrie  and  Adolph  Bietendorf,  who  have 
imparted  of  their  lime  and  means  to  make  this  pro¬ 
gram  a  success.  Both  of  these  men  are  converts  to 
the  Church. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Raymond  M.  Holi,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"He  has  achieved  success  who  has  lived  well, 
laughed  often  and  loved  much/  who  has  gained  the 
respect  of  intelligent  men  and  a  love  for  little  children,- 
who  has  left  the  world  better  than  he  found  it,  either 
by  an  improved  Poppy,  a  perfect  poem  or  a  rescued 
soul;  who  has  never  lacked  appreciation  for  earth's 
beauties  nor  failed  to  express  it;  who's  life  is  an  in¬ 
spiration  and  who's  death  is  a  benediction." 

The  Elders  in  this  part  of  God's  great  vineyard  are 
doing  much  to  carry  on  the  work  whereunto  they 
have  been  called. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elder  J.  LaMar  Shelley,  Sun¬ 
day  School  Superintendent  of  the  Mission,  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  Elders  Raymond  M.  Holt  and  Clifton 
Young,  Sunday  School  Conferences  have  been  held 
throughout  the  district.  In  every  case  an  example 
of  a  model  Sunday  School  and  the  dramatized  episode 
of  "The  Visions"  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  gave 
inspiration  as  well  as  bringing  the  Gospel  message 
to  those  attending  the  meetings. 

The  Fort  Worth  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Hazel  Fer¬ 
rell  and  Ethel  Smart,  traveled  as  far  as  Acme,  Texas, 
where  a  very  enjoyable  cottage  meeting  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  William  McKnighi. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

One  of  our  greatest  aims  at  present  is  to  increase 
the  independent  activity  of  our  members  where  they 
are  grouped  together  so  as  to  make  it  possible. 

To  this  end,  small  Home  Sunday  Schools  have  been 
organized  during  the  past  eight  months,  some  of  which 
are  functioning  very  well.  The  latest  have  been  held 
by  Elders  LaVan  Hendricks  and  Spencer  Garner  with 
lhe  six  members  at  Orange,  Texas.  Others  at  Sils- 
bee  and  Fred,  Texas,  with  twenty  to  thirty  members, 
are  becoming  more  independent  as  time  goes  on,  con¬ 
ducting  their  own  meetings  with  little  help  from  the 
missionaries. 

In  Galveston,  a  Genealogical  class  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  in  which  they  are  studying  from  "Teaching 
One  Another."  All  of  the  active  members  there  are 
taking  part  in  this  new  class.  The  lady  missionaries, 
Sisters  Edna  Capell  and  Helen  Leloudis,  have  started 
a(  Bee  Hive  class  with  a  group  of  girls  and  have 
had  several  successful  meetings. 

Sisters  Darlene  Christensen  and  Emma  Stuart  con¬ 
ducted  the  Sunday  evening  meeting  of  the  Houston 
Branch  recently,  and  made  up  the  entire  program 
from  their  Bee  Hive  class  there. 

The  Relief  Societies  of  Galveston  and  Houston  put 
on  a  splendid  pageant  during  the  month,  entitled 
"Mothers  of  Men,"  depicting  noted  women  of  the 
Gospel  down  through  the  ages. 

Such  activity  is  received  with  enthusiasm  and  pleas¬ 
ure  and  has  gone  far  to  increase  the  attendance  of 
the  members  and  the  interest  of  the  investigators. 

Among  the  missionaries,  lhe  film  lectures  and  re¬ 
cordings  are  still  increasing  interest  in  the  Church. 
In  Beaumont,  during  the  month,  Elder  LaVan  Hendricks 
and  Elder  Ward  Hicken  showed  their  pictures  to  a  CCC 
camp,  and  twice  to  the  inmates  of  the  State  Tubercu¬ 
losis  Hospital.  They  were  given  cordial  receptions 
at  both  places. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  into  the  Church  the 
following  brothers  and  sisters,  the  baptism  having 
taken  place  in  the  Houston  Branch  chapel  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  15:  Mrs.  Lulu  Teen  Unice,  Miss  Minerva  Unice, 
Charles  Joseph  Unice,  Robert  Charles  Unice,  Mrs. 
Thelma  Pearl  Otto,  Miss  Diane  Elaine  Otto,  and  Mrs. 
Lovdie  Ree  Settle.  Branch  President  Wesley  T.  Palmer 
performed  the  ordinance. 
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WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Burion  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

President  and  Sister  ElRay  L.  Christiansen  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  tour  of  this  district.  The  enlightment  and 
encouragement  they  gave  will  long  remain  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  saw  them  and  heard  their  im¬ 
portant  messages. 

A  conference  was  held  with  the  new  members  in 
Cuero,  Feb.  10.  'One  of  the  Church  history  transcrip¬ 
tions,  "The  Visions,"  was  presented  to  a  much  in¬ 

terested  group  of  investigators  and  Saints.  Splendid 
talks  were  also  given  by  Elder  J.  LaMar  Shelley  and 
President  and  Sister  Christiansen.  Testimonies  were 
greatly  strengthened  as  a  result  of  this  gathering. 

Conference  was  held  in  San  Antonio,  Feb.  12.  Two 
transcriptions  from  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  large  group  there  assembled.  Inspiring 
talks  were  given  by  our  Mission  President,  also  Elder 
Raymond  F.  Jones  and  Sister  Alice  Snow.  In  con¬ 
junction  with  Conference,  Leadership  Conventions  were 
held  Feb.  11  and  12.  These  meetings  were  under  the 

direction  of  Elder  J.  LaMar  Shelley,  Elder  Raymond 

F.  Jones  and  Sister  Nora  Tail.  They  consisted  of  sug¬ 
gestive  ways  of  preparing  and  teaching  classes.  Im¬ 
pressive  demonstrations  were  given  in  connection  with 
improved  methods  of  work. 

Interesting  missionary  meetings  were  held  Feb.  11 
and  12.  Two  skits  written  by  Elder  Jones,  were  pre¬ 
sented.  These  showed  the  wrong  and  right  ways  to 
commence  a  mission  and  prepare  for  cottage  meetings 
with  the  ensuing  results  of  each.  Each  missionary  was 
privileged  to  speak,  and  most  interesting  incidents 
were  related. 

"One  of  our  friends,  Mrs.  DePew,  gets  the  Liahona 
each  time  now  and  you  would  really  be  surprised  at 
how  happy  she  is  to  get  it.  She  said  she  didn't 
know  what  she  would  ever  do  without  it".  Sisters 
Mildred  Jackson  and  Ivy  Summers  of  Austin  have 
realized  the  value  of  this  publication!  to  an  earnest 
investigator. 

"I  believe  there  must  be  something  to  your  religion 
or  the  people  wouldn't  be  living  it  as  they  do,"  re¬ 
marked  a  mail  distributor  to  the  lady  missionaries  of 
Austin.  Hence  we  see  that,  example  is  a  fine  teacher. 

We  welcome  into  the  Church  Ruth  Mary  Zimmerman, 
Vera  Dell  Pullin  and  Virginia  Ann  Byers.  They  were 
baptized  Feb.  26  by  Branch  President  H.  E.  Turley  of 
San  Antonio. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT: -Charles  H.  Marchant, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

The  month  of  February  has  been  one  of  great  joy 
to  the  missionaries  of  the  North  Louisiana  District. 
We  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  two  confer¬ 
ences  in  conjoint  sessions  with  South  Louisiana  Dis¬ 
trict.  On  Feb.  17  we  attended  one  session  at  Baton 
Rouge  and  on  Feb.  19,  we  attended  conference  at  New 
Orleans.  In  conjunction  with  the  conference  at  New 
Orleans  a  very  interesting  leadership  convention  was 
held  under  the  direction  of  President  ElRay  L.  Chris¬ 
tiansen  and  Elder  J.  LaMar  Shelley. 

During  conference  it  was  our  privilege  to  meet 
President  Merril  D.  Clayson  of  the  Southern  States 
Mission,  and  President  and  Sister  Orlando  C.  Williams 
of  the  Spanish-American  Mission.  We  received  some 
very  interesting  and  encouraging  spiritual  food  from 
them. 

While  in  New  Orleans  we  saw  the  Mardi  Gras 
Parades  and  visited  the  places  of  historical  interest. 

We  never  know  when  we  are  influencing  someone 
else.  I  recently  rode  to  Baton  Rouge  with  a  Pro¬ 
fessor  in  the  Extension  Division  Department  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University.  He  told  me  the  following,  "I 
have  been  through  Salt  Lake  City  several  times.  Also 
I  have  had  the  privilege  of  making  the  acquaintance 
of  two  fine  Mormons,  namely  M.  Lynn  Bennion  and 
Philo  T.  Farnsworth.  I  was  teaching  a  class  in  Berke¬ 
ley,  California,  and  they  were  two  of  the  students. 
After  becoming  acquainted  with  them,  I  found  that 
I  was  in  a  rather  peculiar  circumstance.  They  had 
come  to  me  for  what  I  had  to  offer,  yet  all  the  time 


I  was  talking  to  them,  I  was  thinking  how  I  would 
like  to  trade  my  doctor's  degree  for  the  outlook  upon 
life  which  they  have." 

Upon  my  departure  from  this  gentleman,  I  left  a 
Book  of  Mormon  with  him,  explaining  that  much  of 
the  hope  and  joy  of  these  two  young  men  came  through 
having  a  knowledge  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Brother  Ervin  Herbert  Touch¬ 
stone  into  the  fold  of  Christ.  He  was  baptized  Feb. 
11,  by  Elder  Hugh  T.  Stanford. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Gerald  Neal,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Thanks  to  the  Church  for  its  many  auxiliary  or¬ 
ganizations.  Though  small  they  may  be,  the  Gospel 
can  be  taught  through  these  agencies. 

The  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Winafred  Lake  and 
Lillis  Ence,  have  been  doing  a  very  fine  work  in  Baton 
Rouge  through  their  Bee  Hive  class  and  Primaries. 
On  February  5  these  groups  combined  and  presented 
the  Sunday  evening  program.  They  are  all  non-mem¬ 
bers  and  because  of  the  associations  with  these  girls, 
the  lady  missionaries  have  had  the  privilege  of  con¬ 
tacting  their  parents  and  holding  meetings  with  them, 
also  of  stimulating  in  them  an  interest  to  attend  our 
services  in  order  to  see  their  children  take  part  on  the 
program. 

Missionaries  of  the  North  and  South  Louisiana  Dis¬ 
tricts  joined  together  to  enjoy  conferences  held  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans.  We  were  privileged 
to  have  three  mission  presidents  with  us  and  two 
mission  mothers.  They  were  President  and  Sister  Wil¬ 
liams  of  the  Spanish-American  Mission,  President  Clay- 
son  of  the  Southern  States,  and  our  own  President  and 
Mother  Christiansen. 

Four  missionaries  accompanied  President  Williams  - 
their  Mission  Quartette  — and  rendered  several  musical 
numbers  to  add  to  the  spirit  of  the  meetings. 

Much  timely  advice  and  encouragement  was  given 
to  members,  friends  and  investigators.  In  a  mission¬ 
ary  meeting  held  Monday,  Feb.  20,  in  New  Orleans, 
the  missionaries  of  these  two  districts  listened  to  the 
teachings  and  encouragement  offered  by  the  Mission 
Presidents. 

Missionaries  realized  the  far  reaching  proclamations 
of  the  restored  Gospel  upon  the  meeting  of  a  member 
of  the  Church  from  Rotterdam,  Holland.  Quite  by 
chance  this  contact  was  made.  While  enjoying  the 
Mardi  Gras  festivities,  a  pass  was  procured  to  visit 
a  large  passenger  ship  in  dock.  It  was  upon  leaving 
the  ship  that  we  learned  our  guide  was  none  other 
than  Gerard  Hulden,  a  member  from  Holland. 

A  recent  visit  was  made  to  Port  Sulphur,  Louisiana, 
by  Elders  Lloyd  Karren,  J.  T.  Spencer,  and  Gearld 
Neal.  They  attended  the  Community  Church  there 
and  report:  "Elder  Spencer  was  called  on  to  leach 
the  Sunday  School  class,  and  at  the  evening  meeting 
Elder  Neal  had  the  privilege  of  taking  up  half  the 
time,  sharing  with  a  Methodist  preacher.  After  the 
meeting,  members  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Church  came  up  and  wanted  to  know  if  it 
was  possible  that  they  could  get  any  one  of  us  three 
to  take  over  the  position  as  their  pastor.  We  were 
offered  one  hundred  dollars  a  month.  After  explain¬ 
ing  our  system  of  free  promulgation  of  the  Gospel, 
we  declined  the  offer." 

Through  the  visits  made  by  the  Elders  to  Port  Sul¬ 
phur,  a  number  of  people  have  become  very  much 
interested  in  the  Gospel. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Tom  Summers,  from  Ririe,  Idaho,  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
Vera  May  Christensen,  from  Shelley,  Idaho,  to  S.  La. 
Annie  Dabb,  from  Ogen,  U.,  to  North  Louisiana  Dist. 
Blaine  Cook,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Ernest  Deans,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  East  Texas. 
E.  Spencer  Garner,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  South  Texas. 
Earl  H.  Kendell,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  South  Texas. 
Mark  L.  Webster,  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  N.  Louisiana. 

TRANSFERS 

Emerson  H.  Kennington,  from  S.  Texas  to  N.  Louisiana. 
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G.  Stephen  Tanner,  from  South  to  West  Texas  District. 
Charles  R.  Johnson,  from  S.  Texas  to  S.  Louisiana. 
Lillis  Ence,  from  S.  Louisiana  to  North  Louisiana.  Dist. 
Orvel  J.  Hansen,  from  W.  Texas,  to  South  Louisiana. 
Geo.  A.  Talbot,  from  East  Texas,  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Edward  H.  Rampton- Mission  Secretary  and  Mission 
Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools. 

Legrand  W.  Sadler-Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  and  Priesthood 
Supervisor  of  the  Mission. 

RELEASES 

Clifford  L.  Oviatt-Home,  Stavely,  Alberta,  Canada. 
Hugh  T.  Stanford -Home,  Stavely,  Alberta,  Canada. 
Leland  N.  Peterson  —  Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 

James  LaMar  Shelley —  Home,  Heber,  Arizona. 

EDWARD  H.  RAMPTON,  Mission  Secretary. 


NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

DAVID  A.  BROADBENT,  President 


YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT Karl  Marlin,  Presideni, 
Box  201,  Lewislown,  Montana. 

We  heartily  welcomed  the  recent  visit  of  our  be¬ 

loved  Mission  President,  David  A.  Broadbent,  to  our 
district  in  which  very  fine  conferences  were  held  in 
Livingston,  Gardiner,  Bozeman,  and  Lewistown.  He 
was  with  us  for  a  week  in  going  over  the  district 

with  Elders  Karl  Martin  and  Alfred  Zeyer.  We  un¬ 

derstand  that  the  truth  of  the  restored  message  reached 
the  hearts  of  many  new  investigators  and  every  unit 
is  realizing  a  remarkable  growth. 

In  the  city  of  Lewistown,  Montana,  we  have  just 

completed  the  organization  of  a  new  Sunday  School, 
which  is  now  officered  and  handled  by  the  local  mem¬ 
bers,  thus  giving  them  increased  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment.  Also,  a  Relief  Society  has  been  organized  here 
on  the  same  basis,  and  much  enthusiasm  and  eagerness 
for  activity  are  being  manifested  by  all  who  are  thus 
concerned.  As  an  additional  mark  of  growth,  a  Re¬ 
lief  Society  has  just  recently  been  organized  in  the 
city  of  Baker,  Montana,  and  we  have  expectations  of 
finishing  the  work  of  organizing  a  Sunday  School  in 
that  city  in  the  near  future,  for  we  have  many  friends 
and  investigators  there. 

We  welcome  inlo  Ihe  fold  through  baptism  Eugene 
Luther  Brown,  Leola  Dora  Fulp,  and  Harvey  Franklin 
Sprague,  who  were  baptized  at  recent  baptismal  ser¬ 
vices  held  in  Lewistown.  We  wish  these  new  Saints 
the  best  of  God's  blessings  in  their  great  step,  and 
feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  this  fruitage  of 
our  labors. 

Recently  Elders  Martin  and  Thatcher  were  blessed  * 
with  a  faith-promoting  experience.  A  friend  of  one 
of  the  brethren  where  they  were  laboring  was  ill  in 
bed  with  a  cancer.  The  brother  had  explained  to 
the  sick  man  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  and  the 
healing  power  of  God,  which  were  new  things  to 
him,  as  he  had  read  of  them  in  the  Bible  but  knew  of 
no  church  that  believed  in  such  principles.  He  asked 
the  Elders  to  administer  to  him,  which  they  did.  As 
they  left  him,  he  was  crying  and  said  he  was  sure 
he  would  feel  better.  That  evening  he  felt  so  much 
better  that  his  wife  couldn't  resist  letting  them  know 
of  it.  Again  the  next  morning  he  had  improved  even 
more,  and  they  were  both  anxious  to  hear  more  of 
this  religion  whose  ministers  had  the  power  of  the 
Priesthood  and  the  help  of  God  in  healing.  They  are 
desirous  that  the  Elders  visit  them  often  and  help 
them  at  such  times  as  they  can.  We  are  grateful  for 
such  experiences,  for  they  indicate  that  the  Lord  is 
watching  over  us  and  that  he  rewards  us  according 
to  our  faith. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  all  happy  in 
their  work,  and  look  forward  to  a  year  of  joy  and 
success. 

MILK  RIVER  DISTRICT: -Ross  Schofield,  President, 
Box  855,  Wolf  Point,  Montana. 

"The  work,  and  the  designs,  and  the  purposes  of 


God  cannot  be  frustrated,  neither  can  they  come  to 
naught —  Remember,  remember  that  it  is  not  the  work 
of  God  that  is  frustrated  but  the  work  of  man.- 
D.  &  C.  3:1-3. 

Havre,  Chinook,  and  Harlem  branches  have  been 
transferred  from  the  Milk  River  District  into  the  North¬ 
western  States  Mission.  The  Saints  of  these  three 
branches  and  missionaries  of  the  Milk  River  District 
met  in  a  conference  at  Chinook  on  February  13.  Presi¬ 
dent  David  A.  Broadbent  and  President  Preston  Nibley 
of  the  Northwestern  States  Mission  gave  inspiring  talks 
and  it  was  a  spiritual  feast,  greatly  enjoyed  by 
everyone  present.  This  officially  completed  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  territory  making  it  necessary  for  the  Elders 
laboring  at  Havre  to  be  moved  into  new  fields  of 
labor.  Elder  Dean  Gardner  is  now  in  Wolf  Point  with 
Elder  Schofield,  and  Elder  Elwood  Wilkins  and  Elder 
John  Bagley  are  laboring  in  the  new  field  of  Saco, 
Montana.  All  are  happy  in  the  cause  of  truth  and 
are  praying  for  the  success  and  welfare  of  our  fellow- 
workers. 

A  conference  was  held  in  Glasgow  Branch  on  Tues 
day  evening,  February  14,  with  Mission  President  David 
A.  Broadbent  present,  which  was  highly  enjoyed  by 
those  attending. 

On  the  evening  of  January  27  the  Havre  Sunday 
School  presented  a  three-act  play  at  the  Chinook 
recreation  hall.  This  play  was  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Margaret  Robinson,  a  local  member,  and  proved 
a  good  success.  Much  good  was  accomplished  through 
this  as  it  brought  those  taking  part  closer  together 
and  gave  a  greater  feeling  of  unity  to  ihe  branch. 
This  demonstrates  what  this  newly  organized  group  at 
Havre  can  do,  and  we  wish  them  the  best  of  luck 
in  their  labors  as  part  of  the  Northwestern  States 
Mission. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  recently  at  Chinook, 
Montana,  under  the  direction  of  Elder  Ross  Schofield. 

Arnet  Lee  Duncan  and  Doris  Nanella  Duncan  were 
baptized  by  Brother  J.  Graydon  Robinson  of  the  Malta 
Branch  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Ross  Schofield  and 
Brother  Hyrum  Woodward  of  Malta.  We  welcome  these 
new  members  into  the  fold  of  Christ  and  wish  them 
much  joy  and  happiness  in  their  new  calling.  The 
missionaries  of  this  district  wish  our  fellow-laborers 
the  best  of  all  good  things  in  our  sacred  labor  together. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Leslie  W.  Jones,  Jr.,  from  Evanston,  Wyo.,  to  S.  Minn. 
Farrell  Alonzo  Nelson,  from  Sterling,  Alberta,  Canada, 
to  Yellowstone  District. 

Elias  Herman  Smith,  from  Linden,  Arizona,  to  Saskatche¬ 
wan  District. 

Lional  Adam  Keller,  from  Mink  Creek,  Idaho,  to  South 
Dakota  District. 

Foster  Milton  Barrus,  from  Afton,  Wyo.,  to  Saskatche¬ 
wan  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Stanley  Peterson,  from  N.  Dakota  to  Yellowstone  Dist. 
Ralph  B.  He  ward,  from  Yellowstone  to  North  Dakota. 
Jay  B.  Christensen,  from  South  Dakota  to  North  Dakota. 
Amy  Wagstaff,  from  Office  to  North  Minnesota  Dist. 
Jeneve  Creer,  from  South  Dakota  to  South  Minnesota. 
Maurine  Abbott,  from  South  Minn.,  to  South  Dakota. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Thomas  Dyches  — Presideni  of  Lake  District. 

Alfred  Zeyer- President  of  South  Dakota  District. 
RELEASES 

Carlyle  A.  Dahlquist,  of  Lake  District  -  Home,  Provo,  U. 
Clarence  A.  Stanger,  of  S.  Dakota -Home,  Hanson,  Ida. 


He  that  hath  faith  in  me  to  be  healed,  and  is  not 
appointed  unto  death,  shall  be  healed.  He  who  hath 
faith  to  see  shall  see.  He  who  hath  faith  to  hear  shall 
hear.  The  lame  who  hath  faith  to  leap  shall  leap. 
And  they  who  have  not  faith  to  do  these  things,  but 
believe  in  me,  have  power  to  become  my  sons  — (Doc. 
&  Cov.  42:48-52.) 
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EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

ALBANY  DISTRICT: -Don  M.  Jacob,  President,  27 
South  Hawk  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Elders  Willis  F.  Palmer  and  Arthur  N.  McKell,  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Gloversville,  report  experiencing  many  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Lord  in  their  work.  They  heard  recently 
of  a  letter  written  from  Nauvoo  about  a  hundred  years 
ago  by  a  relative  of  Joseph  Smith.  Being  interested 
in  what  was  said  of  the  Prophet,  they  made  inquiry 
of  the  owner  and  were  able  to  obtain  the  letter.  They 
also  had  opportunity  to  explain  further  concerning  the 
true  mission  of  the  Prophet.  Upon  leaving,  they  were 
urged  to  retbrn. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Brother  Herman 
Vander  Linden,  Sr.,  who  passed  away  February  3  after 
a  long  illness.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
missionaries  and  were  well  attended  by  friends. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  express  our  regard  for 
Brother  Frank  E.  Finlayson,  Albany  Branch  President, 
who  will  soon  leave,  with  his  family,  for  California. 
The  Finlayson  family  have  been  in  the  district  for 
over  13  years,  during  which  time  their  services  have 
been  unselfishly  rendered  and  greatly  appreciated. 
They  will  be  missed  greatly,  and  we  wish  them  all 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  their  new  home. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT: -James  M.  Hobbs,  President, 
437  First  Avenue,  Altoona,  Pa. 

"I  will  do  what  I  should  and  do  it  when  it  should 
be  done,  regardless  of  personal  pleasures."  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Blue  Ridge  District  are  endeavoring  to 
live  up  to  their  motto.  Recently  Elders  Lawrence  C. 
Evans  and  James  M.  Hobbs  exchanged  towns  and  com¬ 
panions  to  accomplish  the  thing  that  should  be  done. 
Elder  Evans  is  an  excellent  pianist  and  a  pianist  was 
badly  needed  at  York.  When  asked  by  the  district 
president  to  leave  his  friends  in  Altoona,  where  he 
had  been  laboring  for  the  past  six  months,  Elder  Evans 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  request  and  went  to 
York. 

The  Elders  at  Altoona  have  secured  an  extension  of 
their  allotted  time  on  the  air  to  half  an  hour  to 
enable  them  to  present  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  radio 
program,  through  the  facilities  of  Station  WFBG.  Ef¬ 
forts  are  being  made  to  present  the  same  program 
at  York  and  Lancaster. 

Throughout  the  district  a  number  of  illustrated  lec¬ 
tures  are  being  given  and  cottage  meetings  are  being 
held.  We  missionaries  are  endeavoring  to  keep  in 
close  contact  with  all  of  our  235  widely  scattered  mem¬ 
bers.  Sacrament  meetings  are  soon  to  be  held  at  the 
homes  of  the  outlying  members.  We  ask  the  Lord  to 
bless  these  fine  people  who  are  so  faithful  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  rarely  have  the  opportunity  to  at¬ 
tend  the  regular  branch  meetings. 

ERIE  DISTRICT :- Elwin  E.  Bushman,  Prsident,  9  Tib- 
bitts  Ave.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

"If  thou  are  merry,  praise  the  Lord  with  singing, 
with  music,  with  dancing,  and  with  a  prayer  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving."  D.  &  C.  136:28. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Erie  District  rejoice  in  the 
association  of  the  members  and  friends  in  helping  them 
to  find  enjoyment  and  recreation  that  is  pleasing  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

The  Jamestown  Branch  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
united  to  hold  a  Valentine  social  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Esther  Meyer.  Members  from  out  of  town  came  to 
enjoy  a  program  of  games,  musical  numbers,  readings, 
and  skits. 

The  Sunday  School  of  Erie  held  a  very  successful 
party  in  the  Chapel,  where  they  raised  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  new  song  books. 

M.  I.  A.  activity  was  topped  off  this  month  in 
Bradford  with  a  social  sponsored  by  the  M  Men  and 
Gleaner  Girls  at  which  many  new  friends  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  Latter-day  Saints'  method  of  entertain¬ 
ment. 

Elders  W.  Gerald  Andrus  and  William  W.  Capener 


report  that  they  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Gospel  to  businessmen  of  Erie,  which 
they  feel  was  well  worth  the  effort.  Elder  Marlin  E. 
Bingham  has  progressed  considerably  in  Primary  class 
work  among  the  younger  generation  of  non-members. 
He  feels  this  is  a  very  effective  means  of  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  the  older  people  as  well  as  their  chil¬ 
dren.  Two  more  new  classes  have  recently  been 
organized. 

The  Erie  District  is  fortunate  in  having  a  set  of 
"The  Fulness  of  Times"  recordings  which  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  are  being  played  in  regular  meetings  at  Brad¬ 
ford.  We  have  also  found  that  they  are  very  effective 
in  impressing  the  Gospel  message  at  cottage  meetings. 
Sisters  Isobel  Erikson  and  Ruth  Whitehead  report  that 
on  meeting  one  lady  who  had  heard  the  records  the 
night  before,  they  found  her  so  impressed  that  they 
had  a  very  delightful  afternoon  in  explaining  more 
of  the  finer  parts  of  Mormonism.  They  also  left  a 
Book  of  Mormon  with  her. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland, 
President,  1304  Electric  SI.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Missionaries  in  Scranton  have  had  success  with  il¬ 
lustrated  lectures  the  past  month,  especially  among 
two  groups  of  Reorganized  Church  members.  Much 
interest  was  manifested  regarding  early  Church  his¬ 
tory,  the  present  status  of  the  Church,  and  principles 
of  doctrine. 

A  branch  Valentine  social,  held  by  the  Scranton 
Branch  and  well  attended  by  members  and  investi¬ 
gators  of  the  vicinity,  attained  the  end  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Besides  being  entertaining  to  those 
present,  it  was  conducive  to  better  fellowship  and 
branch  solidarity. 

CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT  :-E.  Leon  Elmer,  President, 
208  Margaret  St.,  Plattsburg,  N.  Y. 

We  feel  that  the  work  is  going  forward  here  in  this 
district  and  through  faith  and  diligence  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Saints  it  will  continue  to  grow  in  the 
future. 

We  invite  all  mankind,  as  did  the  Prophet  Alma 
when  he  said:  "I  speak  by  way  of  command  unto 
you  that  belong  to  the  Church;  and  unto  those  who 
do  not  belong  to  the  Church  I  speak  by  way  of  in¬ 
vitation,  saying :  Come  and  be  baptized  unto  re¬ 
pentance,  that  ye  also  may  be  partakers  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  of  life."  — Alma  5:62. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Clarence  D.  Brown,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Herman  R.  Andreasen,  from  Tremonton,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
TRANSFERS 

Claude  J.  Burtenshaw,  from  Cumorah  District  to  Special 
Assignment. 

Vera  Dunn,  from  Mission  Office  to  Special  Assignment. 
APPOINTMENT 

Dorothy  Crockett  — Mission  Recorder  and  Sunday  School 
and  Primary  Supervisor. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 
- - 

"THOUGHTS  OF  A  MISSIONARY" 

By  DON  H.  FEXER,  Southern  Slates  Mission 

Last  night  as  I  knelt  at  my  bed-side, 

After  my  prayers  had  been  said, 

I  wished  I  might  stay  on  my  mission 
Not  two,  but  ten  years,  instead. 

I  thought  of  the  Saints,  and  good  friends  I  had  made, 
Of  companions,  trustworthy  and  true, 

Of  the  goodness  of  God  to  his  messengers 
As  they  strive  their  duty  to  do. 

My  heart  grows  big  and  the  tears  flow  free 
When  I  think  of  the  day  I  must  part 
From  my  friends  and  Saints  and  companions  true; 
But  they'll  always  remain  in  my  heart. 
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EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

ALBANY  DISTRICT Don  M.  Jacob,  President,  27 
South  Hawk  Si.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Elders  Willis  F.  Palmer  and  Arthur  N.  McKell,  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Gloversville,  report  experiencing  many  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  Lord  in  their  work.  They  heard  recently 
of  a  letter  written  from  Nauvoo  about  a  hundred  years 
ago  by  a  relative  of  Joseph  Smith.  Being  interested 
in  what  was  said  of  the  Prophet,  they  made  inquiry 
of  the  owner  and  were  able  to  obtain  the  letter.  They 
also  had  opportunity  to  explain  further  concerning  the 
true  mission  of  the  Prophet.  Upon  leaving,  they  were 
urged  to  rethrn. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Brother  Herman 
Vander  Linden,  Sr.,  who  passed  away  February  3  after 
a  long  illness.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the 
missionaries  and  were  well  attended  by  friends. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  express  our  regard  for 
Brother  Frank  E.  Finlayson,  Albany  Branch  President, 
who  will  soon  leave,  with  his  family,  for  California. 
The  Finlayson  family  have  been  in  the  district  for 
over  13  years,  during  which  time  their  services  have 
been  unselfishly  rendered  and  greatly  appreciated. 
They  will  be  missed  greatly,  and  we  wish  them  all 
the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  their  new  home. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT James  M.  Hobbs,  President, 
437  Firs!  Avenue,  Altoona,  Pa. 

"I  will  do  what  I  should  and  do  it  when  it  should 
be  done,  regardless  of  personal  pleasures."  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Blue  Ridge  District  are  endeavoring  to 
live  up  to  their  motto.  Recently  Elders  Lawrence  C. 
Evans  and  James  M.  Hobbs  exchanged  towns  and  com¬ 
panions  to  accomplish  the  thing  that  should  be  done. 
Elder  Evans  is  an  excellent  pianist  and  a  pianist  was 
badly  needed  at  York.  When  asked  by  the  district 
president  to  leave  his  friends  in  Altoona,  where  he 
had  been  laboring  for  the  past  six  months,  Elder  Evans 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  request  and  went  to 
York. 

The  Elders  at  Altoona  have  secured  an  extension  of 
their  allotted  time  on  the  air  to  half  an  hour  to 
enable  them  to  present  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  radio 
program,  through  the  facilities  of  Station  WFBG.  Ef¬ 
forts  are  being  made  to  present  the  same  program 
at  York  and  Lancaster. 

Throughout  the  district  a  mimber  of  illustrated  lec¬ 
tures  are  being  given  and  cottage  meetings  are  being 
held.  We  missionaries  are  endeavoring  to  keep  in 
close  contact  with  all  of  our  235  widely  scattered  mem¬ 
bers.  Sacrament  meetings  are  soon  to  be  held  at  the 
homes  of  the  outlying  members.  We  ask  the  Lord  to 
bless  these  fine  people  who  are  so  faithful  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  rarely  have  the  opportunity  to  at¬ 
tend  the  regular  branch  meetings. 

ERIE  DISTRICT Elwin  E.  Bushman,  Prsident,  9  Tib- 
bitts  Ave.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

"If  thou  are  merry,  praise  the  Lord  with  singing, 
with  music,  with  dancing,  and  with  a  prayer  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving."  D.  &  C.  136:28. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Erie  District  rejoice  in  the 
association  of  the  members  and  friends  in  helping  them 
to  find  enjoyment  and  recreation  that  is  pleasing  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

The  Jamestown  Branch  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
united  to  hold  a  Valentine  social  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Esther  Meyer.  Members  from  out  of  town  came  to 
enjoy  a  program  of  games,  musical  numbers,  readings, 
and  skits. 

The  Sunday  School  of  Erie  held  a  very  successful 
party  in  the  Chapel,  where  they  raised  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  new  song  books. 

M.  I.  A.  activity  was  topped  off  this  month  in 
Bradford  with  a  social  sponsored  by  the  M  Men  and 
Gleaner  Girls  at  which  many  new  friends  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  Latter-day  Saints'  method  of  entertain¬ 
ment. 

Elders  W.  Gerald  Andrus  and  William  W.  Capener 


report  that  they  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Gospel  to  businessmen  of  Erie,  which 
they  feel  was  well  worth  the  effort.  Elder  Marlin  E. 
Bingham  has  progressed  considerably  in  Primary  class 
work  among  the  younger  generation  of  non-members. 
He  feels  this  is  a  very  effective  means  of  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  the  older  people  as  well  as  their  chil¬ 
dren.  Two  more  new  classes  have  recently  been 
organized. 

The  Erie  District  is  fortunate  in  having  a  set  of 
"The  Fulness  of  Times"  recordings  which  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  are  being  played  in  regular  meetings  at  Brad¬ 
ford.  We  have  also  found  that  they  are  very  effective 
in  impressing  the  Gospel  message  at  cottage  meetings. 
Sisters  Isobel  Erikson  and  Ruth  Whitehead  report  that 
on  meeting  one  lady  who  had  heard  the  records  the 
night  before,  they  found  her  so  impressed  that  they 
had  a  very  delightful  afternoon  in  explaining  more 
of  the  finer  parts  of  Mormonism.  They  also  left  a 
Book  of  Mormon  with  her. 

SUSQUEHANNA  DISTRICT:  -  Clyde  R.  Hoagland, 
President,  1304  Electric  Si.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Missionaries  in  Scranton  have  had  success  with  il¬ 
lustrated  lectures  the  past  month,  especially  among 
two  groups  of  Reorganized  Church  members.  Much 
interest  was  manifested  regarding  early  Church  his¬ 
tory,  the  present  status  of  the  Church,  and  principles 
of  doctrine. 

A  branch  Valentine  social,  held  by  the  Scranton 
Branch  and  well  attended  by  members  and  investi¬ 
gators  of  the  vicinity,  attained  the  end  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Besides  being  entertaining  to  those 
present,  it  was  conducive  to  better  fellowship  and 
branch  solidarity. 

CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT  :-E.  Leon  Elmer,  President, 
208  Margaref  St.,  Platfsburg,  N.  Y. 

We  feel  that  the  work  is  going  forward  here  in  this 
district  and  through  faith  and  diligence  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  Saints  it  will  continue  to  grow  in  the 
future. 

We  invite  all  mankind,  as  did  the  Prophet  Alma 
when  he  said:  "I  speak  by  way  of  command  unto 
you  that  belong  to  the  Church;  and  unto  those  who 
do  not  belong  to  the  Church  I  speak  by  way  of  in¬ 
vitation,  saying :  Come  and  be  baptized  unto  re¬ 
pentance,  that  ye  also  may  be  partakers  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  of  life."  — Alma  5:62. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Clarence  D.  Brown,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Cumorah  Dist. 
Herman  R.  Andreasen,  from  Tremonion,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
TRANSFERS 

Claude  J.  Burfenshaw,  from  Cumorah  District  to  Special 
Assignment. 

Vera  Dunn,  from  Mission  Office  to  Special  Assignment. 
APPOINTMENT 

Dorothy  Crockett  — Mission  Recorder  and  Sunday  School 
and  Primary  Supervisor. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 

- ♦<-<* - 

"THOUGHTS  OF  A  MISSIONARY" 

By  DON  H.  FEXER,  Soulhern  Slates  Mission 

Last  night  as  I  knelt  at  my  bed-side, 

After  my  prayers  had  been  said, 

I  wished  I  might  stay  on  my  mission 
Not  two,  but  ten  years,  instead. 

I  thought  of  the  Saints,  and  good  friends  I  had  made, 
Of  companions,  trustworthy  and  true, 

Of  the  goodness  of  God  to  his  messengers 
As  they  strive  their  duty  to  do. 

My  heart  grows  big  and  the  tears  flow  free 
When  I  think  of  the  day  I  must  part 
From  my  friends  and  Saints  and  companions  true. 
But  lhey’11  always  remain  in  my  heart. 


Mission  Miscellanea 


Missionaries  and  Subscribers  -  Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper . 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can ;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 


INSPIRED  LEADERS 

By  JAMES  V.  BARBER,  Northern  States  Mission 

Perhaps  at  no  other  time  more  than  today  has  man 
needed  the  influence  of  a  divine  light  to  lead  him 
from  the  chaos  into  which  he  has  plunged. 

I11  order  for  man  to  be  an  acceptable  and  authorized 
servant  of  God,  there  is  a  certain  type  and  pattern 
that  he  must  follow.  Christ,  at  the  beginning  of  his 
ministry,  called  and  ordained  twelve  apostles.  Upon 
them  were  conferred  the  keys  pertaining  to  their  sacer¬ 
dotal  duties.  On  the  day  of  pentecost  they  were  en¬ 
dued  with  the  spirit  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  was  to 
enlighten  their  minds  and  show  the  way. 

When  He  appeared  to  His  people  on  the  American 
continent  we  read  that,  "He  touched  with  his  hand, 
the  disciples  whom  he  had  chosen,  one  by  one  even 
until  he  had  touched  them  all,  and  spake  unto  them  as 
he  touched  them."  From  the  writings  of  Moroni,  we 
learn  that  the  disciples  were  endued  with  the  Holy 
Ghost:  "Now  Christ  spake  these  words  unto  them  at 
the  time  of  his  first  appearing/  and  the  multitude 
heard  it  not/  but  the  disciples  heard  it/  and  on  as 
many  as  they  laid  their  hands,  fell  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Latter-day  Saints  are  familiar  with  the  restoration 
of  the  Priesthood  in  our  day.  With  it  has  come  the 
bestowal  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  same  divine  power 
and  light  which  directed  the  work  of  the  Lord  in 
former  days,  leads  the  people  of  God  today. 

Latter-day  Saints  will  always  find  it  safe  to  follow 
the  counsel  of  their  leaders.  Brigham  Young  expressed 
a  settled  truth  when  he  said:  "The  Lord  Almighty 
leads  this  Church,  and  He  will  never  suffer  you  to 
be  led  astray  if  you  are  found  doing  your  duty.  You 
may  go  home  and  sleep  as  sweetly  as  a  babe  in  its 
mother's  arms,  as  to  any  danger  of  your  leaders  lead¬ 
ing  you  astray.  For  if  they  should  try  to  do  it  the 
Lord  would  quickly  remove  them." 


TOLERANCE 

By  LAWRENCE  C.  EVANS,  Eastern  States  Mission 

Most  people  believe  in  tolerance.  Also,  most  people 
consider  it  a  necessary  component  in  the  relations  of 
men.  And  finally,  most  people  accept  it  as  something 
apart  from  themselves  and  consequently  meriting  no 
serious  and  immediate  consideration.  But  still,  its 
necessity  does  exist,  has  existed  and  will  continue  to 
exist.  It  is  fundamental  to  our  happiness  here  upon 
this  earth.  The  Savior  has  said:  "A  new  command¬ 
ment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another:  as 
I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another. 
By  this  shall  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if 
ye  have  love  one  to  another." 

In  a  world  bordering  on  international  chaos,  one 
might  be  led  to  wonder  if  the  "school  of  Christ” 
had  not  closed.  The  distinguishing  characteristics  as 
mentioned  above  are,  to  a  large  extent,  conspicuous 
only  as  a  result  of  their  absence.  And  yet,  that  we 
must  love  and  tolerate  one  another  is  an  immutable* 
law.  Its  observance  is  equally  efficacious  for  the; 
peace  of  mankind  whether  such  observance  is  declared 
urgent  in  the  Bible,  Koran,  Talmud  or  in  any  other 


code  of  moral  and  spiritual  laws.  Even  in  our  own 
Constitution,  provision  is  made  whereby  .man  is  free 
to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience. 

Tolerance  is  indicative  of  the  magnanimous  soul.  It 
is,  to  a  degree,  an  expression  of  love  for  one's  fel- 
lowmen.  Indeed,  it  might  easily  be  said  that  a  sincere 
love  for  one's  neighbor  must,  of  necessity,  include  a 
spirit  of  tolerance  for  his  beliefs  and  actions.  It  is 
the  test  of  culture.  It  does  not  infer  a  complacent 
acceptance  of  every  statement  of  doctrine  that  might 
present  itself.  An  individual  can  charitably  and  tact¬ 
fully  oppose  a  concept  without  becoming  intolerant. 

Tolerance  also  implies  forgiveness.  When  we  stop 
and  reflect  upon  the  extent  to  which  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  tolerated  and  forgiven  the  impious  veneer 
of  men,  we  should  feel  that  we  owe  it  to  Him  to  follow 
suit. 

We  as  missionaries  are  instructed  most  definitely 
before  leaving  for  our  various  fields  of  labor,  that, 
v/hatever  we  do,  we  are  not  to  condemn  other  re¬ 
ligions.  Even  though  we  be  opposed  most  violently 
and  irrationally  we  must  preserve  the  Christian  spirit 
and  return  good  for  evil.  The  Mormon  missionary  is 
admired  and  respected  ior  this  broad-minded  attitude. 
It  gives  him  the  stamp  of  culture  and  wins  for  him 
friends  where  there  otherwise  might  be  enemies  or 
at  best  reactions  of  placid  indifferenc.  May  we  at  all 
times  strive  to  exemplify  the  pattern  of  brotherly  love 
and  tolerance  practiced  by  Christ  and  His  disciples. 
In  doing  this  we  will  not  only  be  developing  char¬ 
acter  within  ourselves  but  will  be  adding  increased 
prestige  to  the  Church. 

- ♦♦♦ - 

REVERIE 

By  EUGENE  S.  HINTZE,  North  Central  Slates  Mission 

I  sat  alone  with  my  conscience 
One  eve  when  the  sun  had  set, 

And  watched  my  deeds  before  us  pass  — 

Deeds  I  can't  forget - 

Deeds  that  made  me  swell  with  pride 

As  they  went  by,  one  by  one, 

Parading  my  virtues  for  all  to  see, 

The  good  that  I  had  done. 

But,  after  they  had  made  their  bows 
And  gone  to  rest  once  more, 

Those  deeds  I  wished  had  never  been  done 
Came  up  to  add  to  the  score. 

My  conscience  had  applauded  well, 

But  now  he  turns  away, 

I  did  my  best  to  justify  and 
Explain  my  acts  that  day. 

At  last  in  desperation  I  hung  my  head  in  shame, 

And  tried  to  escape  the  torture 
By  screaming  once  again : 

"Another  chance  is  all  I  need, 

Another  chance  to  win; 

I'll  hide  those  sins  so  deep  in  good 
They'll  ne'er  be  seen  again." 

My  conscience  then  turned  back  again, 

"Go  to  it  son,"  said  he, 

"Just  make  your  life  so  full  of  love, 

I  can't  be  ashamed  of  thee." 


March  28,  1939 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS’  JOURNAL 


479 


A  TESTIMONY 

By  WM.  JEX,  Central  States  Mission 

"We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as 
far  as  if  is  translated  correctly/  we  also  believe  the 
Book  of  Mormon  to  be  the  word  of  God." 

As  Latter-day  Saints,  we  are  thankful  to  the  Jews 
and  to  other  nations  for  preserving  the  Jewish  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  bringing  them  down  to  our  day,  that  we 
as  individuals  may  have  the  word  to  read  and  apply 
to  our  daily  lives. 

In  reading  the  Bible,  we  learn  that  God  is  a 
merciful  and  just  God,  that  He  is  no  respecter  of 
persons,  and  that  we  are  His  spiritual  offspring.  Paul 
tells  us,  "We  have  had  fathers  of  our  flesh  which 
corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence/  shall  we 
not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  unto  the  Father 
of  spirits  and  live?" —  Hebrews  12:9.  He  further 
says,  "God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 
men  for  to  dwell  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
hath  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the 
bounds  of  their  habitations." —  Acts  17:26.  Thus  it  is 
rendered  plain  that  regardless  of  color,  race  or  creed 
we  are  His  spiritual  progeny. 

Through  modern  discovery  of  the  ancient  ruins  of 
our  own  continent,  by  means  of  which  we  are  enabled 
to  read  the  epic  testimony  of  the  past,  as  well  as 
through  the  restoration  of  the  certain  divine  truths  of 
the  Gospel  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  we  learn 
that  the  western  hemisphere  was  peopled  anciently. 

In  understanding  God  as  a  merciful  and  just  God 
and  no  respecter  of  persons,  it  seems  plain  to  me 
that  He  would  not  teach  the  saving  principles  of  the 
Gospel  to  His  children  on  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
leaving  those  on  this  continent  to  grope  in  darkness 
and  unbelief. 

Through  a  consideration  of  these  and  countless  other 
evidences,  I  know  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true.  It 
portrays  in  plainness  the  everlasting  Gospel  and  is 
fulfilling  its  purpose  of  convincing  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 


THE  ROOT  OF  ALL  EVIL 
By  GOLDEN  C.  SILL,  Eastern  States  Mission 

What  is  money,  and  what  is  its  purpose  in  civiliza¬ 
tion? 

To  this  interrogatory  many  and  varied  answers  may 
be  given.  The  economist  would  say  that  money  is 
our  most  important  medium  of  exchange,  without  which 
our  complex  business  organizations  could  not  carry  on. 

The  laborer  would  say  money  is  that  for  which  he 
performs  his  daily  foil,  not  as  an  end  but  as  a  means 
of  purchasing  food  and  protection  for  him  and  his 
family. 

There  is  equal  merit  in  each  of  these  answers.  The 
business  man  replies  in  general  terms  while  the  wage 
earner  is  specific  and  concrete  in  his  answer.  The 
religious  man  will  give  yet  a  different  answer.  Paul 
is  the  author  of  that  often-used  religious  concept, 
"For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil."  To 
Paul,  pursuit  of  money  for  itself  was  not  a  worthy 
purpose.  He  was  inclined  to  put  first  things  first, 
and  in  contrast  to  worthy  work,  money  was  secondary. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  world  to  bring  itself  into  con¬ 
formity  with  the  teachings  of  Christ.  Selfishness  is  too 
keen  and  fear  of  poverty  or  of  deprivation  too  active 
to  warrant  the  expectation  that  Christ's  standards  may 
become  the  immediate  rule  of  action.  Progress  is 
being  made,  and  we  may  well  entertain  the  hope 
that  the  human  race  will  yet  come  to  see  and  under¬ 
stand,  if  not  to  live,  by  the  high  principles  that  our 
Lord  has  given.  Christ  lived  exactly  as  He  taught, 
and  our  greatest  opportunity  today  is  to  recognize  and 
to  be  guided  by  these  principles. 

Our  Savior  was  confronted  by  questions  dealing 
with  money,  we  can  be  sure,  for  on  many  occasions 
He  taught  truths  pertaining  to  money  matters.  When 


a  young  man  approached  Him  with  the  question, 
"WTiat  good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  have  eternal 
life?"  The  Master  in  a  simple  yet  authoritative  way 
answered,  "Keep  the  commandments  ...  If  thou  wilt 
be  perfect,  go  and  sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to 
the  poor,  .  .  .  and  come  and  follow  me."  To  the 

first  of  these  requirements  the  young  man  was  recon¬ 
ciled,  but  from  the  last  he  turned  away  in  sorrow,  for 
he  had  great  possessions.  Observing  this,  Jesus  said 
to  his  disciples,  "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  a  rich 
man  shall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

And  again  I  say  unto  you,  it  is  easier  for  a  camel 

to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

From  this  admonition,  we  may  understand  that  all 

men  of  wealth  who  fail  to  heed  the  advice  of  Jesus 

may  be  in  danger  of  losing  their  Eternal  inheritance. 
Only  upon  the  condition  that  they  impart  of  their 

goods  to  feed  the  poor  and  follow  the  example  of 
Christ,  can  salvation  come  to  them. 

This  we  would  say  to  those  whose  hearts  are  bound 
to  ^money,  who  are  striving  to  accumulate  great  hords 
of  wealth  and  whose  ambition  is  for  such  accumula¬ 
tion.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  aims  of  this  life  is 
to  learn  to  meet  physical  requirements  and  provide 

for  ourselves  and  those  dependent  upon  us;  for  the 
Lord  has  said,  "He  that  is  idle  shall  not  eat  the  bread 
nor  wear  the  garments  of  the  laborer." 

Well  might  we  consider  the  counsel  of  the  Savior 

recorded  in  Matthew  6:19-21,  admonishing  us  to  pursue 
the  spiritual  values  of  life  rather  than  to  strive  for 
the  material  things  of  the  world. 

"Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth, 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal:  But  lay  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth 
nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not 
break  through  nor  steal:  For  where  your  treasure 
is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also." 


A  BOOK  OF  REMEMBRANCE 
By  F.  SCHWENDIMAN,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

Our  forefathers  of  old  by  Divine  Command 

A  Book  of  Remembrance  most  wisely  compiled. 

The  record  they  made  now  helps  us  understand 
The  will  of  the  Lord  for  man,  woman  and  child. 

But  for  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  of  old, 

For  centuries  the  world  would  in  darkness  have  lain/ 

All  that  was  preached  and  by  prophets  foretold, 
Were  lost  to  the  world  and  sought  for  in  vain. 

The  truth  of  creation  so  splendidly  told,- 

How  our  grand  forefathers  lived  soundly  and  long; 

How  Joseph  by  his  brothers  in  Egypt  was  sold- 
All  this  is  now  given  in  verse  and  in  song. 

Surely  each  of  us  too,  some  good  seeds  have  sown; 
There  are  memories  we  would  love  to  retain, 

Some  good  cheer  to  the  world  perhaps  now  unknown, 
In  our  Books  of  Remembrance  let  it  echo  again. 

- - 

DUTY 

By  MRS.  PHYLLIS  A.  LORING,  Lee,  Mass. 

To  do  a  job  we  loathe  to  do 
Takes  every  ounce  of  grit- 

To  start  the  work  and  see  it  through 
To  quite  the  end  of  it. 

But  if  to  God  and  conscience  true 
This  life  is  full  and  free: 

To  honor  God  and  self  subdue 
Will  earn  a  high  degree. 

So  holding  on  to  God's  hand  tight 
We  need  not  tremble  through, 

Or  ever  fear  the  Devil's  might 
Whatever  he  may  do. 


r - - - 

The  Twelve  Whom  Jesus  Called 

J antes  and  John 


JAMES  AND  JOHN  most  closely  associated  with  Peter  in  the  life  and  works 
of  the  apostles  were  brothers,  sons  of  Zebedee  and  Salome.  It  is  thought 
that  their  mother  was  a  sister  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  making  them  cousins  to 
Jesus.  Their  home  was  in  Bethsadia  on  the  northern  shore  of  Galilee.  Like 
Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother,  these  men  were  fishermen.  They  were  engaged 
in  the  industry  with  their  father  and  also  like  Peter  and  Andrew  were  called 
from  their  nets  to  be  fishers  of  men. 

Such  was  the  nature  of  these  brothers  that  by  the  Master  they  were  named 
Boanerges,  (Sons  of  Thunder).  Says  Muir  in  Hastings'  Bible  Dictionary,  "The  name 
is  both  descriptive  and  prophetic  of  the  union  of  the  passionate  and  vehement 
with  the  gentle  and  loving  in  their  character  and  the  fact  that  once  and  again 
tempests  of  long  restrained  emotion  would  burst  forth  out  of  the  deep  stillness 
of  their  strong,  reserved  natures."  The  temperament  of  the  men  suggesting  this 
appelation  is  illustrated  in  the  incident  in  Samaria  where  they  impetuously  asked 
permission  of  Jesus  to  call  down  fire  from  heaven  upon  those  who  offered  an 
affront  to  their  Lord.  These  high  spirited  men  needed  only  proper  curbing  and 
tempering  experience  to  make  of  them  such  disciples  as  Jesus  could  both  love 
and  trust. 

With  Peter  they  were  set  at  the  head  of  the  Apostles  and  these  three  held 
a  very  close  intimacy  with  the  Lord.  They  were  permitted  to  witness  the  miracle 
of  the  raising  from  the  dead  the  daughter  of  Jairus.  They  accompanied  Jesus  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  were  present  at  his  transfiguration  and  stood  nearby 
to  witness  His  ascension. 

A  life  of  most  trying  experience,  destined  to  be  the  lot  of  each  of  these 
two  disciples  is  foreshadowed  by  the  Master  in  response  to  the  imprudent  request 
made  by  them  and  their  mother  for  places  of  special  honor  in  His  kingdom. 
Jesus  said:  "Ye  shall  indeed  drink  of  the  cup  that  I  drink  of/  and  with  the 
baptism  that  I  am  baptized  withal  shall  ye  be  baptized;  but  to  sit  on  my  right 
hand  and  on  my  left  hand  is  not  mine  to  give." 

One  died  as  a  martyr  for  the  Christian  cause,  and  experiences  no  doubt 
equal  to  death  came  time  on  time  to  the  other. 

Little  is  known  of  the  life  and  works  of  James  after  the  ascension  of  Jesus. 
This,  we  are  sure,  indicates  dearth  of  record  rather  than  lack  of  action.  Legend 
has  it  that  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  Spain.  His  ardent  and  fearless  zeal  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  drew  the  fire  of  opposition  and  he  died  by  the  sword  of  Herod 
Agrippa  I,  44  A.  D. 

John  is  termed  the  "beloved  disciple"  or  the  "disciple  whom  Jesus  loved." 
At  the  "last  supper"  he  sat  by  Jesus,  his  head  reclining  on  the  Master's  breast. 
Such  has  put  in  the  minds  of  some  the  thought  of  effeminate  weakness.  This  was 
not  his  nature.  One  scholar  has  said,  "He  blended  the  gentleness  of  the  dove 
with  the  sublime  force  and  vision  of  the  eagle."  The  fourth  Gospel,  three  epistles 
and  the  book  of  Revelation  come  to  us  as  writings  of  John.  Tradition  tells  us  he 
visited  Rome  and  there  miraculously  escaped  Martyrdom  by  poison  and  again 
by  boiling  in  oil.  Being  unable  to  take  his  life,  the  enemy  banished  him  to 
Patmos  where  he  saw  his  great  vision  and  wrote  his  Revelation. 

Bible  students  tell  us  John  lived  to  near  the  close  of  the  first  century,  but 
to  Latter-day  Saints  he  still  lives  by  divine  decree  in  response  to  his  own  request. 

The  higher  Priesthood  was  conferred  by  Peter,  James  and  John  upon  Joseph 
Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  and  from  them  passed  on  to  others.  It  is  by  that 
authority  that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  functions. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Jesus  saith  unto 
her ,  Mary. 

She  turned  herself, 
and  saith  unto 
him,  Rabboni; 
which  is  to  say. 
Master. 

Jesus  saith  unto 
her,  T ouch  me 
not;  for  I  am 
not  yet  ascended 
to  my  Father: 
but  go  to  my 
brethren, 
and  say  unto 
them ,  I  ascend 
unto  my  Father, 
and  your  Father; 
and  to  my  God, 
and  your  God. 
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THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  EASTER 

By  MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President  of  the  Southern 
Stales  Mission 

Now  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  very 
early  in  the  morning,  they  came  unto  the  sep¬ 
ulchre,  bringing  the  spices  which  they  had  pre¬ 
pared,  and  certain  others  with  them.  And  they 
found  the  stone  rolled  away  from  the  sepulchre. 
And  they  entered  in,  and  found  not  the  body  of 


President  Merrill  D.  Clayson 


the  Lord  Jesus.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they 
were  much  perplexed  thereabout,  behold,  two 
men  stood  by  them  in  shining  garments:  And 
as  they  were  afraid,  and  bowed  down  their 
faces  to  the  earth,  they  said  unto  them,  Why 
seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead?  He  is  not 
here,  but  is  risen. — Luke  24:  1-6. 

At  this  Easter  time,  people  all  over  the 
world  are  quoting  these  verses  in  order  to 
bring  our  minds  to  ponder  over  the  signif¬ 
icance  of  Easter.  This  name  through 
Christendom  is  used  in  memory  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord.  Many  scholars 
believe  that  the  first  Christians  continued 
to  observe  the  great  Jewish  festivals  and 
thus  the  Jewish  Passover  became  the 
Christian  Easter. 

There  has  been  much  controversy  in 
the  Christian  world  over  the  exact  date  of 
Easter.  On  this  subject,  the  great  Chris¬ 
tian  theologian  and  historian,  George  L. 
Robinson,  said: 

Controversy  over  the  exact  date  of  Easter 
was  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  Council  of 
Nicaea  under  the  emperor  Constantine  in  325, 
fixing  Easter  day  on  the  first  Sunday  after  the 
full  moon  on  or  after  the  spring  equinox.  Con¬ 
stantine  also  ordained  that  the  year  should  be¬ 
gin  with  Easter,  which  reckoning  was  not 
everywhere  abolished  until  1565,  when  Charles 
IX,  of  France,  abandoned  it. 


To  most  Christians,  Easter  is  symbolic 
of  the  resurrection.  All  about  us  at  Eas¬ 
ter  time  there  seems  to  be  a  resurrection  of 
life;  the  trees  and  plants  open  up  their 
buds  and  leaves.  The  flowers  bloom  and 
all  nature  suggests  a  coming  to  life  of 
what  apparently  was  dead.  Jesus  said: 

I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  He  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall 
he  live  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in 
me  shall  never  die. 

In  these  words,  Christ  touches  the  deep¬ 
er  significance  of  the  resurrection  and  Eqs- 
ter.  The  resurrection  introduced  by  Christ 
was  to  give  life  to  man — physical  life! 
Spiritual  life!  Eternal  life!  Men  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  him,  and  live  his  commandments 
do  not  die  spiritually,  but  have  the  hori¬ 
zon  of  eternal  truth  opened  to  their  souls. 
The  light  of  Christ  illuminates  their  un¬ 
derstanding.  They  see,  understand  and 
progress  as  never  before.  So  with  the 
coming  of  Easter  seems  to  come  an  invig- 
oration  and  stimulation  of  the  physical 
self.  Mentally  and  spiritually  man  thinks 
deeper  and  more  seriously.  His  thoughts 
seem  to  go  back  to  the  resurrection  of  Je¬ 
sus.  To  him  the  resurrection  broke  the 
bands  of  death  and  made  it  possible  for 
all  mankind  to  come  forth  on  the  day  of 
resurrection.  There  seems  to  go  out  from 
the  soul  of  man  a  greater  appreciation  of 
Christ,  for  this  great  gift  that  he  made  to 
humanity.  Our  Lord  lifted  his  fellow 
brothers  from  death  to  life;  from  darkness 
to  light.  From  a  stationary  status  to  a 
life  filled  with  possibilities  of  eternal 
growth  and  progression.  On  Easter,  man 
seems  to  realize  this  gift  more  than  at  any 
other  time.  He  seems  to  be  more  deter¬ 
mined  within  himself  to  be  worthy  of  all 
that  Jesus  did  for  him.  There  seems  to  be 
a  silent  covenant  within  his  heart  that  this 
sacrificial  act  of  his  Savior  to  him  shall 
not  be  in  vain.  He  seems  to  say  to  him¬ 
self,  “I  covenant  anew  with  my  Savior  to 
be  what  he  would  like  me  to  be;  to  stand 
for  the  ideals  that  he  stood  for  and  to  live 
his  plan.”  Just  as  Christ  lifted  him  from 
death  to  the  resurrection,  man  now  desires 
to  let  this  great  gift  of  life  to  him  be  an 
urge  to  go  on  and  reach  higher  levels  so 
that  the  resurrection  will  not  have  been 
void  of  beneficial  effects.  Surely  it  was  in 
the  Divine  plan  for  man  to  take  advantage 
of  this  and  extend  his  life  and  character 
into  full  Christ-like  maturity. 
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Easter  then  should  be  the  most  glorious 
day  in  the  whole  year. 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ 
shall  all  be  made  alive. — 1  Corinthians  15:22. 

On  this  momentous  day,  man  received 
the  greatest  eternal  heritage  of  all  time. 
Physical  and  spiritual  life. 


A  FAVORED  TIME  IN  HISTORY 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  California 

In  writing  this  article,  I  desire  to  em¬ 
body  a  few  reasons  why  the  Easter  time, 
also  the  true  Christmas  time,  should  mean 
more  to  Latter-day  Saints  than  to  any 


Elder  L.  Valess  Dewey 


other  people  in  the  world.  It  is  the  hope 
also,  that  this  article  may  prove  a  stimulus 
to  non-Mormon  readers  for  further  inves¬ 
tigation. 

Let  us  turn  first  to  the  Bible,  and  quote 
from  the  book  of  Exodus: 

And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  Aaron 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  saying,  This  month  shall 
be  unto  you  the  beginning  of  months:  it  shall 
be  the  first  month  of  the  year  to  you. — Exodus 
12:1-3. 

This  statement,  by  the  way,  marks  the 
first  definite  and  detailed  calendar  of  reck¬ 
oning  in  the  history  of  man  upon  the 
earth.  And  it  was  made  by  God  Himself 
to  ancient  Israel.  Later  in  the  same  chap¬ 
ter  (Exodus  12),  we  learn  first  of  the 
Lord's  plan  for  the  Israelitish  Passover. 
To  make  a  long  story  short,  both  the  orig¬ 
inal  Passover,  and  the  historic  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  Israelitish  Passover,  coincide 


with  the  early  spring  time  of  our  modern 
calendar.  To  be  more  exact,  the  “first 
month"  of  the  Israelitish  calendar  begins 
during  the  latter  part  of  March,  as  we 
count  time  in  the  Christian  era.  And  the 
“tenth  day"  of  the  first  month  (Exodus 
12:3),  the  time  for  the  preparation  of  the 
Passover,  falls  early  in  the  month  of  April 
— as  we  count  time. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon.  Reading  from  the  8th  chapter  of 
III  Nephi,  we  have  the  following: 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  thirty  and  fourth 
year,  in  the  first  month,  oh  the  fourth  day  of 
the  month,  there  arose  a  great  storm,  such  an 
one  as  never  had  been  known  in  all  the  land. 
—Ill  Nephi  8:5. 

This  “great  storm"  was  followed  by 
three  days  of  darkness.  As  pointed  out 
by  Book  of  Mormon  foot  notes,  the  “great 
storm"  undoubtedly  corresponded  to  the 
time  that  Jesus  hung  upon  the  cross — 
each  lasting  about  three  hours.  (See  Luke 
23:44,  45  and  III  Nephi  8:19).  The 
three  days  of  darkness  in  America,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  would 
then  naturally  correspond  to  the  time  that 
the  body  of  Jesus  rested  in  the  tomb. 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to 
find  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  also 
very  specific  regarding  the  time  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  The  Nephite  historian 
points  out  that  it  was  exactly  thirty-three 
years  and  four  days  (III  Nephi  8:5)  from 
the  birth  of  Jesus  to  His  death.  (We  must 
keep  in  mind  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
calendar  of  reckoning  was  begun  anew 
when  the  sign  was  given  of  the  birth  of 
Christ.  (See  III  Nephi  2:8).  It  would 
appear,  then,  that  the  true  Christmas  time 
is  not  December  but  April.  (See  also 
Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  of  the 
Church,  Section  20,  verse  1). 

No  wonder  that  the  God  of  heaven  de¬ 
clared  unto  ancient  Israel  that  “this 
month" — April,  as  we  count  time — “is 
the  beginning  of  months  ...  the  first 
month  of  the  year"  to  Israel  (Exodus 
12:2).  And  surely,  wherever  the  blood 
of  Israel  is  sprinkled,  this  “first  month 
of  the  year"  should  be  held  most  sacred! 

But  this  is  not  all.  Modern  Israel,  in 
so  far  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  represents  modern  Is¬ 
rael,  has  much  more  for  which  to  credit 
this  favored  time  in  the  year.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  events  are  suggested  for  the  read¬ 
er's  consideration: 

1.  The  opening  of  the  Dispensation 
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Easter  then  should  be  the  most  glorious 
day  in  the  whole  year. 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ 
shall  all  be  made  alive. — 1  Corinthians  15:22. 

On  this  momentous  day,  man  received 
the  greatest  eternal  heritage  of  all  time. 
Physical  and  spiritual  life. 


A  FAVORED  TIME  IN  HISTORY 

By  L.  VALESS  DEWEY,  M.  A.,  Bellflower,  California 

In  writing  this  article,  I  desire  to  em¬ 
body  a  few  reasons  why  the  Easter  time, 
also  the  true  Christmas  time,  should  mean 
more  to  Latter-day  Saints  than  to  any 
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other  people  in  the  world.  It  is  the  hope 
also,  that  this  article  may  prove  a  stimulus 
to  non-Mormon  readers  for  further  inves¬ 
tigation. 

Let  us  turn  first  to  the  Bible,  and  quote 
from  the  book  of  Exodus: 

And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  Aaron 
in  the  land  of  Egypt,  saying,  This  month  shall 
be  unto  you  the  beginning  of  months:  it  shall 
be  the  first  month  of  the  year  to  you. — Exodus 
12:1-3. 

This  statement,  by  the  way,  marks  the 
first  definite  and  detailed  calendar  of  reck¬ 
oning  in  the  history  of  man  upon  the 
earth.  And  it  was  made  by  God  Himself 
to  ancient  Israel.  Later  in  the  same  chap¬ 
ter  (Exodus  12),  we  learn  first  of  the 
Lord's  plan  for  the  Israelitish  Passover. 
To  make  a  long  story  short,  both  the  orig¬ 
inal  Passover,  and  the  historic  commemo¬ 
ration  of  the  Israelitish  Passover,  coincide 


with  the  early  spring  time  of  our  modern 
calendar.  To  be  more  exact,  the  “first 
month"  of  the  Israelitish  calendar  begins 
during  the  latter  part  of  March,  as  we 
count  time  in  the  Christian  era.  And  the 
“tenth  day"  of  the  first  month  (Exodus 
12:3),  the  time  for  the  preparation  of  the 
Passover,  falls  early  in  the  month  of  April 
— as  we  count  time. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  the  Book  of  Mor¬ 
mon.  Reading  from  the  8th  chapter  of 
III  Nephi,  we  have  the  following: 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  thirty  and  fourth 
year,  in  the  first  month,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
the  month,  there  arose  a  great  storm,  such  an 
one  as  never  had  been  known  in  all  the  land. 
—Ill  Nephi  8:5. 

This  “great  storm"  was  followed  by 
three  days  of  darkness.  As  pointed  out 
by  Book  of  Mormon  foot  notes,  the  “great 
storm"  undoubtedly  corresponded  to  the 
time  that  Jesus  hung  upon  the  cross — 
each  lasting  about  three  hours.  (See  Luke 
23:44,  45  and  III  Nephi  8:19).  The 
three  days  of  darkness  in  America,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  would 
then  naturally  correspond  to  the  time  that 
the  body  of  Jesus  rested  in  the  tomb. 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to 
find  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  also 
very  specific  regarding  the  time  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus.  The  Nephite  historian 
points  out  that  it  was  exactly  thirty-three 
years  and  four  days  (III  Nephi  8:5)  from 
the  birth  of  Jesus  to  His  death.  (We  must 
keep  in  mind  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
calendar  of  reckoning  was  begun  anew 
when  the  sign  was  given  of  the  birth  of 
Christ.  (See  III  Nephi  2:8).  It  would 
appear,  then,  that  the  true  Christmas  time 
is  not  December  but  April.  (See  also 
Book  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants  of  the 
Church,  Section  20,  verse  1). 

No  wonder  that  the  God  of  heaven  de¬ 
clared  unto  ancient  Israel  that  “this 
month" — April,  as  we  count  time — “is 
the  beginning  of  months  .  .  .  the  first 
month  of  the  year"  to  Israel  (Exodus 
12:2).  And  surely,  wherever  the  blood 
of  Israel  is  sprinkled,  this  “first  month 
of  the  year"  should  be  held  most  sacred! 

But  this  is  not  all.  Modern  Israel,  in 
so  far  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  represents  modern  Is¬ 
rael,  has  much  more  for  which  to  credit 
this  favored  time  in  the  year.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  events  are  suggested  for  the  read¬ 
er's  consideration: 

1.  The  opening  of  the  Dispensation 
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of  the  Fulness  of  Times  (first  vision  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith)  occurred  early 
in  the  spring  time — probably  in  April, 
1820. 

2.  The  organization  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  took 
place  on  the  6th  of  April,  1830. 

3.  Special  *  ‘keys”  of  preisthood  were 
given  to  the  world  in  the  Kirtland  (Ohio) 
temple  by  heavenly  messengers  April  3, 
1836. 

4.  The  April  general  conference  of 
the  restored  Church  is  a  constant  reminder 
of  God's  favored  time  in  history,  and  has 
given  to  the  world  both  the  spirit  of  the 
Easter  time,  and  the  spirit  of  the  true 
Christmas  time. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  also,  that  the 
now  famous  Mormon  Church  Security  or 
Welfare  Plan  was  given  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  world,  at  this  same  favored  time  in 
history.  For  it  was  at  the  April  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Church  in  1936,  just  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  the  restoration  of  the 
“keys”  of  Priesthood  in  the  Kirtland 
temple,  that  the  great  Mormon  Plan 
which  has  so  aroused  the  attention  and 
admiration  of  the  civilized  world  was 
first  published  to  a  worried  world. 

How  thankful  we  should  be,  as  Latter- 
day  Saints,  for  our  knowledge  of  God’s 
plan  for  the  salvation  of  the  world! 


LIFE  AND  ITS  RECOMPENSE 


Were  this  life  all  there  is  to  existence, 
its  deeper  problems  would  be  altogether  in¬ 
soluble,  its  seeming  enigmas  wholly  in¬ 
explicable.  If  death  of  itself  be  an  un¬ 
qualified  calamity,  an  evil  to  which  there 
is  no  recompensing  sequel,  then  indeed  does 
injustice  reign.  But  by  the  sure  word 
of  divine  avowal  we  know  that  death  is 
not  finality  to  the  soul,  that  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  spirit  and  body  is  but  temporary 
separation,  and  that  during  the  period  of 
disembodiment  the  individual  lives  as  an 
intelligent  active  spirit.  Moreover,  that 
same  sure  word  tells  of  adjustment  and 
restitution,  as  has  been  said,  whereby  the 
innocent  who  have  suffered  from  the  wick¬ 
edness  of  others  shall  be  recompensed  in 
heavenly  measure  for  their  earthly  pains. 
Not  death ,  but  the  life  that  preceded  it 
and  the  state  of  our  souls  beyond,  should 
be  our  great  concern.  —  Dr.  James  E. 
Talmage . 


EASTER  AND  THE  RESURRECTION 

By  DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President  of  the  Canadian  Mission 

At  this  season  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  people  will  be  observing  Easter.  The 
first  observance  of  this  day  is  not  definitely 
known.  It  is  thought  the  term  was  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Saxon  Ostara,  or  Eostre 
the  goddess  of  spring.  Some  think  it  to  be 
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an  outgrowth  of  the  Jewish  Passover.  In 
the  early  church  it  was  designated  the  fes¬ 
tival  of  Christ's  crucifixion,  later  it  com¬ 
memorated  both  the  crucifixion  and  the 
resurrection  and  finally  only  the  resurrec¬ 
tion.  Until  the  year  325  A.  D.  there  was 
no  uniformity  in  the  day  observed.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  the  Council  of  Nicaea  decided 
that  there  should  be  uniformity  in  the 
date  of  observance,  and  the  Sunday  imme¬ 
diately  following  the  fourteenth  day  of 
the  so-called  Paschal  moon  was  decided 
upon.  This  happens  on  or  first  after  the 
vernal  equinox,  generally  between  March 
22nd  and  April  25th.  The  Friday  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  Easter  is  called  Good 
Friday  and  was  known  as  the  “Festival  of 
the  Crucifixion.” 

The  observance  of  this  day  helps  to 
preserve  for  us,  the  fact  that  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  lived  upon  the  earth,  and  faced 
the  problems  commonly  incident  to  mortal 
life.  He  grew  to  manhood  and  showed 
openly  through  His  teachings  and  mira¬ 
cles,  that  He  was  not  an  ordinary  man, 
but  one  with  divine  power — power  to  heal 
the  sick  and  to  raise  the  dead.  Although 
He  used  such  methods  to  convince  the  un- 
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of  the  Fulness  of  Times  (first  vision  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith)  occurred  early 
in  the  spring  time — probably  in  April, 
1820. 

2.  The  organization  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  took 
place  on  the  6th  of  April,  1830. 

3.  Special  “keys"  of  preisthood  were 
given  to  the  world  in  the  Kirtland  (Ohio) 
temple  by  heavenly  messengers  April  3, 
1836. 

4.  The  April  general  conference  of 
the  restored  Church  is  a  constant  reminder 
of  God's  favored  time  in  history,  and  has 
given  to  the  world  both  the  spirit  of  the 
Easter  time,  and  the  spirit  of  the  true 
Christmas  time. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  also,  that  the 
now  famous  Mormon  Church  Security  or 
Welfare  Plan  was  given  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  world,  at  this  same  favored  time  in 
history.  For  it  was  at  the  April  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Church  in  1936,  just  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  the  restoration  of  the 
“keys"  of  Priesthood  in  the  Kirtland 
temple,  that  the  great  Mormon  Plan 
which  has  so  aroused  the  attention  and 
admiration  of  the  civilized  world  was 
first  published  to  a  worried  world. 

How  thankful  we  should  be,  as  Latter- 
day  Saints,  for  our  knowledge  of  God’s 
plan  for  the  salvation  of  the  world! 


LIFE  AND  ITS  RECOMPENSE 


Were  this  life  all  there  is  to  existence, 
its  deeper  problems  would  be  altogether  in¬ 
soluble,  its  seeming  enigmas  wholly  in¬ 
explicable.  If  death  of  itself  be  an  un¬ 
qualified  calamity,  an  evil  to  which  there 
is  no  recompensing  sequel,  then  indeed  does 
injustice  reign.  But  by  the  sure  word 
of  divine  avowal  we  know  that  death  is 
not  finality  to  the  soul,  that  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  spirit  and  body  is  but  temporary 
separation,  and  that  during  the  period  of 
disembodiment  the  individual  lives  as  an 
intelligent  active  spirit.  Moreover,  that 
same  sure  word  tells  of  adjustment  and 
restitution,  as  has  been  said,  whereby  the 
innocent  who  have  suffered  from  the  wick¬ 
edness  of  others  shall  be  recompensed  in 
heavenly  measure  for  their  earthly  pains. 
Not  death,  but  the  life  that  preceded  it 
and  the  state  of  our  souls  beyond,  should 
be  our  great  concern .  —  Dr.  James  E . 
Talmage . 


EASTER  AND  THE  RESURRECTION 

By  DAVID  A.  SMITH,  President  of  the  Canadian  Mission 

At  this  season  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  people  will  be  observing  Easter.  The 
first  observance  of  this  day  is  not  definitely 
known.  It  is  thought  the  term  was  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Saxon  Ostara,  or  Eostre 
the  goddess  of  spring.  Some  think  it  to  be 
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an  outgrowth  of  the  Jewish  Passover.  In 
the  early  church  it  was  designated  the  fes¬ 
tival  of  Christ's  crucifixion,  later  it  com¬ 
memorated  both  the  crucifixion  and  the 
resurrection  and  finally  only  the  resurrec¬ 
tion.  Until  the  year  325  A.  D.  there  was 
no  uniformity  in  the  day  observed.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  the  Council  of  Nicaea  decided 
that  there  should  be  uniformity  in  the 
date  of  observance,  and  the  Sunday  imme¬ 
diately  following  the  fourteenth  day  of 
the  so-called  Paschal  moon  was  decided 
upon.  This  happens  on  or  first  after  the 
vernal  equinox,  generally  between  March 
22nd  and  April  25th.  The  Friday  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  Easter  is  called  Good 
Friday  and  was  known  as  the  “Festival  of 
the  Crucifixion." 

The  observance  of  this  day  helps  to 
preserve  for  us,  the  fact  that  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  lived  upon  the  earth,  and  faced 
the  problems  commonly  incident  to  mortal 
life.  He  grew  to  manhood  and  showed 
openly  through  His  teachings  and  mira¬ 
cles,  that  He  was  not  an  ordinary  man, 
but  one  with  divine  power — power  to  heal 
the  sick  and  to  raise  the  dead.  Although 
He  used  such  methods  to  convince  the  un- 
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believer  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  His 
followers,  only  a  few  saw  His  divine  na¬ 
ture  and  followed  Him  in  faith. 

After  His  death  many  who  professed  to 
believe  in  Him.  turned  away,  when  they 
saw  that  men  had  taken  His  life;  they 
were  lacking  in  faith  and  could  not  see  be¬ 
yond  their  day. 

Early  on  the  third  day  after  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  of  our  Lord,  Mary  Magdalene  and 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  came  to  the 
sepulcher  with  spices  and  ointment.  They 
wondered  whom  they  should  get  to  roll 
away  the  stone  from  the  door,  but  when 
they  came  they  found  the  stone  already 
rolled  away.  An  angel  of  the  Lord  ad¬ 
dressed  them  saying: 

Fear  not  ye,  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus 
which  was  crucified.  He  is  not  here;  for  he  is 
risen,  as  he  said.  Come  see  the  place  where 
the  Lord  lay.  .  .  .  And  they  departed  quickly 
from  the  sepulchre  with  fear  and  great  joy; 
and  did  run  to  bring  his  disciples  word.  And 
as  they  went  to  tell  his  disciples,  behold,  Jesus 
met  them,  saying,  All  hail.  And  they  came  and 
held  him  by  the  feet,  and  worshiped  him. 
(Matt.  28.) 

Then  the  eleven  disciples  went  away  into 
Galilee,  into  a  mountain  where  Jesus  had  ap¬ 
pointed  them.  And  when  they  saw  him  they 
worshiped  him:  but  some  doubted.  (Matt.  28.) 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  sat  at  meat  with 
them,  he  took  bread,  and  blessed  it,  and  brake, 
and  gave  to  them.  And  their  eyes  were  opened, 
and  they  knew  him;  and  he  vanished  out  of 
their  sight.  (Luke  24.) 

And  after  eight  days  again  his  disciples  were 
within,  and  Thomas  with  them:  then  came  Je¬ 
sus,  the  doors  being  shut,  and  stood  in  the 
midst,  and  said,  Peace  be  unto  you.  Then  saith 
he  to  Thomas,  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  be¬ 
hold  my  hands;  and  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and 
thrust  it  into  my  side:  and  be  not  faithless, 
but  believing.  (John  20.) 

In  this  day  we  are  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  were  the  people  in  the  days 
of  our  Lord.  Some  believe  but  not  all; 
for  the  generally  accepted  belief  concerning 
the  resurrection  is  that  the  Savior  is  a 
spirit. 

Here  are  presented  some  views  as  to  the 
risen  Redeemer,  with  which,  of  course, 
Latter-day  Saints  are  not  in  accord: 

There  was  a  necessity  for  our  Lord’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  manner  he  did  to  his  disciples, 
after  his  resurrection,  which  will  not  exist  at 
his  second  advent.  In  fact,  to  appear  so  at  his 
second  advent  would  be  detrimental  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  then  to  be  accomplished.  Since  no  man  can 
come  to  God  acceptably,  to  receive  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  adoption,  without  faith  in  Christ,  it 
became  necessary  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the 
disciples  then,  but  for  all  since,  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  resurrection  and  change  should  be 


such  as  natural  men  could  grasp  and  appreci¬ 
ate. 

After  they  had  been  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  understood  spiritual  things,  they 
could  have  believed  the  angels  at  the  sepulcher, 
that  he  had  risen  from  the  dead  condition,  even 
if  they  had  seen  the  fleshy  body  of  the  man 
Christ  Jesus  still  lying  in  the  tomb;  but  not  so 
before — the  body  must  be  away  to  make  faith 
in  his  resurrection  possible  to  them. 


As  a  human  being  he  could  not  come  into  the 
room  without  opening  the  door,  but  as  a  spirit 
being  he  could,  and  there  he  instantly  created 
and  assumed  such  a  body  of  flesh  and  such 
clothing  as  he  saw  fit  for  the  purpose  in¬ 
tended.  Nor  can  we  for  a  moment  admit  the 
suggestion  offered  by  some,  that  our  Lord 
opened  the  door  without  being  observed;  for 
the  record  is  plain  and  clear  that  he  came  and 
stood  in  their  midst — while  the  doors  were  shut 
— probably  very  carefully  barred  and  bolted  too, 
“for  fear  of  the  Jews.”  (John  20.) 

The  lesson  of  his  changed  nature  was  still 
further  emphasized  by  his  manner  of  leaving 
their  sight:  “He  vanished  out  of  their  sight.” 
The  human  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  etc.,  and 
its  clothing,  did  not  go  out  of  the  door  but  dis¬ 
appeared  or  dissolved  into  the  same  elements 
from  which  he  had  created  them  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  before. 

“He  vanished  out  of  their  sight,”  and  was 
no  longer  seen  of  them  when  the  flesh  and 
bones  and  clothing,  in  which  he  had  manifested 
himself  were  dissolved,  though  doubtless  he 
was  still  with  them,  invisibly  present. 


We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  our 
Lord’s  spirit  body  since  his  resurrection  is  a 
human  body.  Our  Lord’s  human  body  was, 
however,  supernaturally  removed  from  the 
tomb;  because  had  it  remained  there  it  would 
have  been  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the 
faith  of  the  disciples,  who  were  not  yet  in¬ 
structed  in  spiritual  things,  “for  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  not  yet  given.”  (John  7:39.)  We 
know  not  what  became  of  the  body,  except 
that  it  did  not  decay  or  corrupt.  (Acts  2:  27.) 
Whether  it  was  dissolved  into  gases  or  whether 
it  is  still  preserved  somewhere  as  a  grand  me¬ 
morial  of  God’s  love,  no  one  knows.  It  will 
not  surprise  us  if  in  the  kingdom,  God  shall 
show  to  the  world,  the  body  of  flesh,  crucified 
for  all.  Those  who  cried  crucify  him  may  yet, 
as  witnesses,  identify  the  very  body  pierced  by 
the  spear  and  torn  by  the  nails  and  thorns. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  teaches  and  its  members  be¬ 
lieve,  without  doubt  or  question,  that: 

“The  Father  has  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones  as 
tangible  as  man’s;  the  Son  also;  but  the  Holy 
Ghost  has  not  a  body  of  flesh  and  bones,  but  is 
a  personage  of  Spirit.  Were  it  not  so,  the 
Holy  Ghost  could  not  dwell  in  us.”  (Doc.  & 
Cov.  130:  22.) 

How  foolish  it  seems  to  suppose  that 
the  Creator  of  the  earth  and  all  that  is 
therein,  should  not  have  power  over  the 
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elements  of  which  houses  are  made.  Who 
sincerely  desires  to  be  rid  of  his  body  and 
lose  his  individual  identity,  becoming 
part  of  a  great  universal  influence?  How 
much  more  satisfying  to  know  that  we 
are  created  in  the  image  of  God;  that  our 
present  identity  will  be  unchanged,  save 
only  as  the  spirit  and  the  body,  which 
constitute  the  soul  of  man,  becomes  glori¬ 
fied  according  to  the  degree  of  glory  we 
have  earned  during  this  probationary  state 
of  mortal  life. 

Latter-day  Saints  confidently  say  with 
Job: 

I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
.shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 
>and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God. 


"I  HAVE  NO  NEED  OF  GOD" 


I  stood  beside  a  bed  where  lay 
A  child  of  God  quite  ill, 

His  troubled  mind  would  often  stray, 
I  whispered,  "Peace  be  still." 

I  volunteered  to  guide  his  feet 
To  paths  the  Christ  had  trod/ 

He  said,  "I  do  not  want  your  prayers; 
I  have  no  need  of  God." 

No  need  of  God?  Oh  troubled  soul 
You  know  not  what  you  say; 

No  need  of  God  to  guide  your  feet 
Along  life's  weary  way? 

Oh  God,  there  is  no  one  so  blind 
As  he  who  will  not  see, 

The  greatest  need  of  man  today, 

Is  perfect  faith  in  Thee. 

Oh  Christian  heart,  take  up  thy  cross, 

And  follow  Him  today,- 

The  harvest,  white,  is  calling  you, 

Go  forth  and  work,  and  pray. 

Be  not  discouraged  by  the  things 
That  others  say  or  do; 

You're  working  for  the  Master, 

And  His  laborers  are  few. 

And  though  they  often  say  to  you, 

"I  have  no  need  of  God/' 

Remember  Jesus  met  that  test, 

We're  treading  where  he  trod. 

And  though  our  hearts  grow  weary, 
And  darkness  clouds  our  day; 
Remember  He  has  promised, 

"I  am  with  you  all  the  way." 

-M.  PEARL  BUGG. 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(ARTICLE  4) 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 

Points  in  this  theme  already  considered  in  previous 
issues  of  Liahona: 

1.  An  apostasy  from  the  Church  of  Christ  was 
predicted  by  the  prophets  and  recorded  in  scriptural 
writings. 

2.  Scriptures  cited  indicating  that  such  apostasy 
was  well  in  progress  before  the  close  of  the  Apostolic 
period. 

3.  Early  historical  and  ecclesiastical  writers  (Milner, 
Adam  Clarke,  Eusebius,  and  Mosheim)  cited  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  "falling-away." 

4.  Why  the  apostasy?  Because  the  Enemy  of  Right¬ 
eousness  waged  war  against  the  Church. 

5.  Agencies  through  which  the  Enemy  worked: 
Persecution  (previously  discussed)/  Adulteration,  Sub¬ 
stitution  and  Counterfeit;  Vanity  and  Pride,  Greed  for 
Gain  and  Ambition  for  Power. 


ADULTERATION,  SUBSTITUTION  AND  COUNTERFEIT 

As  already  cited,  many  passages  of 
scripture  point  to  the  time  when  there 
shall  be  false  prophets  and  teachers  within 
the  Church  and  these  will  bring  in  damn¬ 
able  heresies  and  doctrines  of  devils.  In 
this  they  may  find  partial  justification, 
however,  in  the  demands  of  the  people, 
“For  the  time  will  come  when  they  (the 
people)  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine, 
but  after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap 
to  themselves  teachers  having  itching 
ears."  Thus  they  shall  set  up  for  them¬ 
selves  standards  and  doctrines  of  the 
Church  that  please  them;  and  to  fit  in 
with  their  man-made  system  of  salvation, 
the  Gospel  plan  must  be  altered  by  a 
“transgression  of  the  law  and  change  of 
the  ordinances." 

Even  in  the  days  of  the  apostles  we 
see  these  adulterations  at  work.  When 
Simon  Magus  the  Sorcerer  of  Samaria 
saw  in  Peter  and  John  a  power  that  he 
did  not  have,  he  coveted  it.  Unwilling  to 
subscribe  to  the  Gospel  plan  and  become 
heir  to  this  great  power  he  sought  it  as 
an  admixture  to  his  own  evil  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  proposed  to  purchase  it  with 
money.  Undaunted  by  the  rebuke  of 
Peter  this  man  persisted  in  his  sorcery  and 
drew  to  him  a  substantial  following  which 
continued  down  to  the  fourth  century. 
Eusebius  tells  us  that  they  “insinuated 
themselves  into  the  Church  like  a  pestilen¬ 
tial  and  leprous  disease"  infecting  the 
membership  with  their  “destructive 
poison." 

In  the  Revelation  of  John  we  find  the 
most  positive  disapproval  of  those  who 
are  following  after  the  doctrines  of  the 
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lose  his  individual  identity,  becoming 
part  of  a  great  universal  influence?  How 
much  more  satisfying  to  know  that  we 
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present  identity  will  be  unchanged,  save 
only  as  the  spirit  and  the  body,  which 
constitute  the  soul  of  man,  becomes  glori¬ 
fied  according  to  the  degree  of  glory  we 
have  earned  during  this  probationary  state 
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Latter-day  Saints  confidently  say  with 
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I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
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No  need  of  God?  Oh  troubled  soul 
You  know  not  what  you  say/ 

No  need  of  God  to  guide  your  feet 
Along  life's  weary  way? 

Oh  God,  there  is  no  one  so  blind 
As  he  who  will  not  see, 

The  greatest  need  of  man  today, 

Is  perfect  faith  in  Thee. 

Oh  Christian  heart,  take  up  thy  cross, 

And  follow  Him  today,- 

The  harvest,  white,  is  calling  you, 

Go  forth  and  work,  and  pray. 

Be  not  discouraged  by  the  things 
That  others  say  or  do; 

You're  working  for  the  Master, 

And  His  laborers  are  few. 

And  though  they  often  say  to  you, 

"I  have  no  need  of  God/' 

Remember  Jesus  met  that  test, 

We're  treading  where  he  trod. 

And  though  our  hearts  grow  weary, 
And  darkness  clouds  our  day; 
Remember  He  has  promised, 

"I  am  with  you  all  the  way." 

-M.  PEARL  BUGG. 
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scripture  point  to  the  time  when  there 
shall  be  false  prophets  and  teachers  within 
the  Church  and  these  will  bring  in  damn¬ 
able  heresies  and  doctrines  of  devils.  In 
this  they  may  find  partial  justification, 
however,  in  the  demands  of  the  people, 
“For  the  time  will  come  when  they  (the 
people)  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine, 
but  after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap 
to  themselves  teachers  having  itching 
ears."  Thus  they  shall  set  up  for  them¬ 
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Church  that  please  them;  and  to  fit  in 
with  their  man-made  system  of  salvation, 
the  Gospel  plan  must  be  altered  by  a 
“transgression  of  the  law  and  change  of 
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Simon  Magus  the  Sorcerer  of  Samaria 
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ments  and  proposed  to  purchase  it  with 
money.  Undaunted  by  the  rebuke  of 
Peter  this  man  persisted  in  his  sorcery  and 
drew  to  him  a  substantial  following  which 
continued  down  to  the  fourth  century. 
Eusebius  tells  us  that  they  “insinuated 
themselves  into  the  Church  like  a  pestilen¬ 
tial  and  leprous  disease"  infecting  the 
membership  with  their  “destructive 
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are  following  after  the  doctrines  of  the 
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Nicolaitanes  and  of  Balaam. — Rev.  2:15, 

20. 

Simplicity  Gives  Way  To  Spectacle 

As  the  Church  drew  its  membership 
from  the  adherents  of  Judaism,  mentally 
laden  with  the  complexities  which  had 
been  woven  into  the  Mosaic  law,  and 
from  the  pagans  of  Egypt,  Greece  and 
Rome,  all  saturated  with  idolatry  and 
philosophic  systems  of  their  own,  it  is 
little  wonder  that  these  philosophies, 
rites  and  ceremonies  should  be  brought 
over  with  them  into  the  Church.  His¬ 
tory  is  replete  with  evidence  that  this  was 
done. 

As  stated  above  the  Gospel  plan  and 
Christian  teaching  as  outlined  by  our  Lord 
was  pure  and  simple  and  unpretentious. 
It  was  devoid  of  the  elaborate  ceremonies 
of  Judaism  and  the  mysticism  and  glamour 
of  the  pagan  orders.  To  the  new  adher¬ 
ents  Christian  simplicity  was  barren.  It 
lacked  the  fascination  and  alurement  to 
which  they  were  accustomed.  To  supply 
this  want,  concessions  were  granted  and 
compromises  made  to  please  the  people. 
Pompous  pagan  ceremonies  and  mystic 
rites  of  idolatrous  worship  were  introduced 
in  the  Church  and  the  beauty  of  simplicity 
in  Christian  worship  was  gone.  Note  this 
from  Gibbon: 

The  sublime  and  simple  theology  of  the  prim¬ 
itive  Christians  was  gradually  corrupted  and 
the  monarchy  of  heaven,  already  clouded  by 
metaphysical  subtleties,  was  degraded  by  the 
introduction  of  popular  mythology,  which 
tended  to  restore  the  reign  of  polytheism.  .  .  . 
It  must  be  confessed  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Catholic  Church  imitated  the  profane  model 
which  they  were  impatient  to  destroy.  .  .  .  The 
religion  of  Constantine  achieved  in  less  than  a 
century,  the  final  conquest  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire;  but  the  victors  themselves  were  insensibly 
subdued  by  the  arts  of  their  vanquished  rivals. 
— ‘‘Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire/’ 
chapter  28. 

A  similar  treatment  can  be  found  in 
Mosheim,  Ecclesiastical  History ,  century 
2,  part  2,  chapter  4  and  other  places  in 
ecclesiastical  works;  indicating  the  de¬ 
parture  from  Christian  simplicity  to 
heathen  mysticism  and  ceremonies. 

The  Sacrament  Changed 

With  this  trend  of  thought  and  action 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  sweet  simplic¬ 
ity  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  should  be  marked 
for  a  change.  Following  our  Lord’s  in¬ 
structions  the  Saints  had  partaken  of  both 
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bread  and  wine  in  remembrance  of  the 
atoning  sacrifice  of  their  Savior.  Nothing 
mysterious  about  such  an  ordinance,  but 
a  wholesome  simplicity  characteristic  of 
the  life  of  Jesus.  But  when  pagan  adul¬ 
terations  began  to  neutralize  Christian 
simplicity,  this  beautiful  sacrament  was 
clothed  with  mysticism  and  performed 
with  ceremonial  display  to  appeal  to  the 
superstitions  and  play  upon  the  credulity 
of  the  untaught  masses.  The  sacrament 
was  no  longer  administered  as  bread  and 
wine  in  remembrance  of  the  sufferings  of 
our  Lord;  but  by  some  mystic  power, 
actually  became  His  very  body  and  blood. 
As  such  they  were  elevated  for  the  ven¬ 
eration  and  idolatrous  worship  of  the 
congregation.  Satan  had  coined  a  coun¬ 
terfeit.  He  had  replaced  the  genuine  with 
a  glittering  substitute  embellished  in  splen¬ 
dor  and  shrouded  in  mystery,  but  false 
and  deceptive  as  himself,  its  maker. 

Israel's  God 

In  the  olden  times  the  Jews  had  wor¬ 
shipped  4 ‘the  True  and  Living  God.” 
The  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 
The  God  who  had  walked  with  and 
talked  with  Adam  and  with  Enoch, 
who  had  appeared  to  Abraham,  wres¬ 
tled  with  Jacob  and  counseled  di¬ 
rectly  with  Moses.  Throughout  the 
teachings  of  Jesus,  nothing  is  plainer  than 
the  fact  that  He  is  the  revelation  of  God 
to  man — as  He  is,  so  is  God.  He  con¬ 
tinually  affirmed  Himself  to  be  the  Son 
of  God,  and  of  so  true  a  likeness  of  the 
Father  that  whoever  “hath  seen  the  Son 
hath  seen  the  Father.”  This  filial  rela¬ 
tionship  the  Father  also  acknowledged 
both  at  the  River  Jordan  and  on  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration.  Jesus  was  the 
second  member  of  the  Godhead  come  to 
dwell  in  mortal  body  with  man  on  the 
earth.  He  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God.  He  was  God  and  having  created 
the  earth  and  all  things  in  it  “was  made 
flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.”  He  was  one 
with  the  Father,  not  in  body  or  substance 
but  in  principle,  purpose  and  policy,  just 
as  He  prayed  that  His  disciples  might  be 
one  “even  as  I  and  thee  are  one.”  After 
the  resurrection  He  told  Mary  at  the  sep¬ 
ulcher  He  had  not  yet  ascended  to  His 
Father  in  heaven  but  that  soon  He  would 
do  so.  In  his  resurrected  body  He  made 
several  visits  to  the  disciples  and  proved 
His  physical  identity  by  allowing  them  to 
feel  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  His  hands 
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and  feet  and  the  wound  of  the  spear  in 
His  side.  That  they  may  know  He  was 
more  than  a  mere  spirit  He  said  to  them, 
“Come  feel  of  me  and  see,  for  a  spirit 
hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see  me 
have."  With  that  body  of  flesh  and  bones 
he  ascended  to  heaven  and  the  martyr 
Stephen  as  he  expired  saw  his  Lord  sitting 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father. 

And  so  the  teachings  of  the  original 
Church  were  that  God  the  Father  and  God 
the  Son,  though  one  in  purpose  and  will, 
are  thoroughly  distinct  in  substance  and 
individuality;  that  they  are  two  sepa¬ 
rate  identities  of  glorified,  physical  form 
— men,  perfected  and  exalted  to  Godship. 
With  them  as  a  third  member  of  the 
Godhead  is  the  Holy  Ghost  functioning  as 
a  personage  of  spirit.  Such  was  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Deity  as  taught  by  the  early 
Christian  Church. 

A  Man-Made  God 

With  the  infiltration  of  pagan  phil¬ 
osophy  the  Christian  idea  of  God  came 
to  be  looked  upon  as  crude  and  material¬ 
istic.  God,  to  be  worshipped  must  be 
mysterious  and  incomprehensible,  and  yet 
the  Scripture  declares  that  “this  is  life 
eternal  to  that  they  might  know  thee  the 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  (two  dis¬ 
tinct  personages)  whom  he  hath  sent/' 
The  philosophic  ideas  of  the  Gnostics  and 
Eclectics  were  woven  into  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  and  the  living  personal  God 
became  lost  from  view.  In  their  place 
appeared  a  mere  essence  or  spiritual  ab¬ 
straction  so  indefinite  and  intangible  that 
no  one  can  possibly  form  a  picture  of 
what  He  is  or  what  He  looks  like. 

This  vaguery,  the  offspring  of  an  un¬ 
holy  union  of  divine  truth  and  pagan 
philosophy,  was  not  born  suddenly,  but 
after  generations  of  strife,  contention  and 
schisms  found  official  expression  in  the 
Nicene  Creed  adopted  at  the  Council  of 
Nice  325  A.D.  Read  it  and  see  if  you 
can  find  in  it  the  God  of  whom  Paul 
said  we  “know  whom  we  worship.  “ 

We  believe  in  one  God,  the  Father,  Almighty, 
the  maker  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible; 
and  in  one  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
begotten  of  the  Father,  only  begotten,  (that  is) 
of  the  substance  of  the  Father;  God  of  God, 
Light  of  Light;  Very  God  of  Very  God;  begot¬ 
ten  not  made;  of  the  same  substance  with  the 
Father,  by  whom  all  things  were  made,  that 
are  in  heaven  and  that  are  in  earth:  who  for 
us  men,  and  for  our  salvation,  descended  and 
was  incarnate,  and  became  man;  suffered  and 


rose  again  the  third  day,  ascended  into  the 
heavens  and  will  come  to  judge  the  living  and 
the  dead;  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  those 
who  say  there  was  a  time  when  he  (the  Son) 
was  not,  and  that  he  was  not  before  he  was 
begotten,  and  that  he  was  made  out  of  noth¬ 
ing,  or  affirm  that  he  is  of  any  other  sub¬ 
stance  or  essence,  or  that  the  Son  of  God  was 
created,  and  mutable,  or  changeable,  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  doth  pronounce  accursed. 

As  if  to  take  one  more  step  into  the 
realm  of  unfathomable  mystery  this  de¬ 
scription  of  God  has  been  restated  under 
the  name  of  the  Athanasian  Creed  and 
adopted  as  the  authorized  belief  of  the 
Christian  membership: 

We  worship  one  God  in  Trinity,  and  Trinity 
in  Unity,  neither  confounding  the  persons,  nor 
dividing  the  substance.  For  there  is  one  per¬ 
son  of  the  Father,  another  of  the  Son,  and  an¬ 
other  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the  Godhead  of 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  is  all  one: 
the  glory  equal,  the  majesty  co-eternal.  Such 
as  the  Father  is,  such  is  the  Son;  and  such  is 
the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Father  uncreate,  the  Son 
uncreate  and  the  Holy  Ghost  uncreate.  The 
Father  incomprehensible,  the  Son  incompre¬ 
hensible  and  the  Holy  Ghost  incomprehensible. 
The  Father  eternal,  the  Son  eternal,  the  Holy 
Ghost  eternal.  And  yet  there  are  not  three 
eternals;  but  one  eternal.  As  also  there  are 
not  three  incomprehensibles,  nor  three  uncre¬ 
ated;  but  one  uncreated,  and  one  incomprehen¬ 
sible.  So  likewise  the  Father  is  Almighty,  the 
Son  Almighty,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  Almighty; 
and  yet  there  are  not  three  Almighties,  but 
one  Almighty.  So  the  Father  is  God,  the  Son 
is  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God,  and  yet 
they  are  not  three  Gods  but  one  God. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Creator  of  the  Earth, 
the  Word,  the  man  of  Galilee,  exalted  to 
Godhood,  and  His  Father  the  God  of  the 
universe,  revealed  unto  man  by  His  Son 
in  the  flesh,  are  screened  out  from  the  con¬ 
cepts  of  men. 

Man  has  made  for  himself  a  God  to 
his  own  liking.  This  time  not  from 
wood  or  stone,  silver  or  gold,  but  from 
nothing.  Not  in  the  form  of  a  calf,  but 
devoid  of  form,  shape  or  fashion.  An¬ 
other  victory  for  Satan.  He  has  thrown 
a  smoke  screen  over  the  enemy  forces  and 
completely  hidden  their  great  Commander. 

Changes  In  Baptism 

The  artful  and  ingenious  adversary, 
having  set  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
salvation  of  the  souls  of  men,  would  quite 
naturally  contrive  a  means  if  possible  to 
block  entrance  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
By  His  sacrifice  on  Calvary  our  Lord 
atoned  for  the  original  sin  in  Eden,  broke 
(Concluded  on  page  490) 
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the  bands  of  death  and  "lead  captivity 
captive."  "For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even 
so  by  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

As  man  had  no  choice  in  the  original 
sin  he  could  not  rightly  be  held  responsible 
for  it  and  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord,  its 
punitive  effects  are  expunged.  Therefore, 
well  might  Jesus  say  in  speaking  of  inno¬ 
cent  children  "of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 
God."  However,  by  his  personal  trans¬ 
gression  in  the  days  of  his  accountability 
man  becomes  alienated  from  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  the  Author  of  our  salvation, 
while  on  earth,  pointed  out  the  gateway 
of  readmission.  That  way  of  entrance 
was  explained  to  Nicodemus  in  language 
so  plain  and  forceful  that  none  can  mis¬ 
take:  "Except  a  man  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (John  3:5). 

Indicative  of  the  importance  of  this  or¬ 
dinance  the  Lord  himself  submitted  to  it 
and  that  it  might  be  done  in  the  approved 
fashion  journeyed  to  the  River  Jordan  to 
be  baptized  of  John.  Throughout  His 
ministry  and  that  of  the  Apostles  we  find 
them  "preaching  the  baptism  of  repentance 
for  the  remission  of  sins."  The  ordinance 
was  performed  by  one  having  authority  to 
act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  was  done 
by  immersing  in  water.  There  was  no 
delay  and  no  display  of  accompanying 
ceremonies.  When  the  delegate  had  quali¬ 
fied  by  a  declaration  of  faith  in  Christ 
and  a  sorrow  for  sins  with  a  desire  for 
their  remission,  none  could  deny  the 
blessed  privilege. 

While  the  pure  and  simple  Christian 
worship  was  being  adorned  in  worldly 
splendor  and  ceremonial  display,  the  Sac¬ 
rament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  enshrouded 
in  idolatrous  mysticism,  and  the  God  of 
Heaven  hidden  from  the  minds  of  men, 
the  simple  and  beautiful  ordinance  of  bap¬ 
tism  was  also  undergoing  such  changes  as 
to  lose  its  symbolism,  meaning  and  pur¬ 
pose. 

In  the  2d  to  4th  centuries  it  became 
customary  to  require  long  terms  of  pro¬ 
bation  before  baptism  would  be  granted. 
Ceremonial  rites  were  associated  with  the 
ordinance  such  as  placing  salt  in  the  mouth 
typifying  purification,  anointing  with  oil 
before  and  after  baptism,  driving  out  of 
the  demon  of  sin  by  shouts  and  declama¬ 
tions  of  an  exorcist  and  so  forth. 


Not  only  were  additions  and  adultera¬ 
tions  from  pagan  practices  combined  with 
the  ordinance  of  baptism;  but  the  ordi¬ 
nance  itself  was  so  changed  as  to  be  un¬ 
recognizable  except  by  name.  In  place  of 
the  baptism  of  John  by  immersion, 
sprinkling  or  pouring  was  introduced,  al¬ 
lowed  and  finally  accepted  as  the  ap¬ 
proved  mode.  How  does  the  slight 
sprinkling  or  pouring  of  water  typify  in 
any  degree  being  "born  of  the  water," 
"buried  with  him  in  baptism,"  "planted 
in  the  likeness  of  his  death,"  etc.,  or 
wherein  does  it  suggest  a  cleansing  effect. 
But  as  Isaiah  foresaw  they  would,  they 
have  "changed  the  ordinance,"  and  robbed 
it  of  its  symbolic  beauty. 

If  possible,  even  worse  than  this  was 
the  promulgation  of  that  "damnable 
heresy"  and  "doctrine  of  devils"  that  pure, 
innocent  babes  of  whom  our  Lord  said 
"of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  God"  are 
consigned  to  eternal  torment  in  hell  ex¬ 
cept  they  be  baptized.  Such  teaching  and 
practice  is  "solemn  mockery  before  God" 
and  to  require  it  is  to  "deny  the  mercies 
of  Christ,  and  set  at  naught  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Him  and  the  power  of  His  re¬ 
demption."  (Moroni  8th  chap.)  That 
sweet,  innocent  children  dieing  in  their 
purity  and  innocence  are  to  be  consigned 
to  eternal  torture  and  torment  for  want 
of  baptism  can  find  no  shadow  of  justi¬ 
fication,  either  in  the  word  of  God  or 
the  reason  of  man.  For  its  origin  we 
must  look  to  him  who  is  the  archenemy 
of  all  righteousness — the  destroyer  of  the 
work  of  the  Lord — the  author  of  the 
Apostasy. 


LIFE 

To  live  and  have  a  being, 

To  dwell  upon  the  earth, 

Is  a  boon  and  blessed  right 
Inherited  at  birth. 

The  Lord  who  giveth,  taketh 
And  blessed  be  His  name, 
For  He  that  taketh,  maketh 
And  giveth  back  again. 

But  woe  to  man  or  nation 
That  taketh  life  for  fame, 

For  conquest  or  ambition, 

No  matter  in  what  name; 

For  life  it  is  my  dower, 

O  how  my  heart  does  swell, 
For  God  gave  me  the  power 
Upon  His  earth  to  dwell. 

-  Anonymous. 
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"NEWNESS  OF  LIFE" 

By  CARL  F.  EYRING,  Presidenl  of  New  England  Mission 

At  Christmas  wc  celebrate  the  birth  of 
our  Lord.  At  the  manger  we  stand  in 
the  presence  of  unfolding  life — at  the  very 
threshold  of  hope  and  promise.  Only 
babyhood  can  adequately  symbolize  the 
unfolding  of  the  "good  life"  soon  to  be 
demonstrated  by  the  Son  of  God.  "Who¬ 
soever  shall  not  receive  the  Kingdom  of 
God  as  a  little  child  shall  in  no  wise 
enter  therein." 

At  Easter  we  commemorate  a  fulfill¬ 
ment.  At  Calvary  we  view  the  demon¬ 
stration  of  the  "good  life"  not  in  promise, 
but  in  completion.  But  on  Easter  morn 
we  stand  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  prom¬ 
ise.  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life: 
He  that  believeth  in  me  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live."  "This  is  my  work 
and  my  glory — to  bring  to  pass  the  im¬ 
mortality  and  eternal  life  of  man."  This 
is  the  new  promise:  birth  may  come,  but 
"re-birth"  may  go  on  forever;  death  may 
come,  but  it  cannot  eternally  separate  body 
and  spirit. 

Easter  brings  us  close  to  two  important 
principles.  First,  Jesus  blazed  the  way  by 
which  through  grace  we  may  be  spared  the 
everlasting  separation  of  body  and  spirit. 
By  grace  we  are  saved  from  the  horrors 
of  eternal  death.  When  our  turn  comes, 
we  shall  be  resurrected,  and  thus  find  that 
the  Redeemer  has  built  the  highway  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  immortality  of  the  soul  of  man. 
All  who  care  thus  to  be  saved  from  the 
eternal  separation  of  body  and  spirit  may 
take  advantage  of  this  redemption  offered 
to  all  as  the  gift  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Only  those  who  will  not — sons  of  perdi¬ 
tion  —  cannot  be  saved  from  eternal 
death. 

Second,  Jesus  through  precept  and  ex¬ 
ample  taught  us  how  to  live.  As  a  golden 
thread  running  through  these  teachings 
is  found  the  idea  of  being  born  again,  of 
becoming  like  little  children,  teachable  and 
poor  in  spirit.  Each  day,  life  is  to  be  re¬ 
created  through  faith  in  Jesus  and  each  day 
the  readjustment  is  to  be  made  through 
repentance. 

Baptism  in  water  symbolizes  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  the  Master,  but  it  is 
also  an  ordinance  of  promise  that  life 
will  be  lived  as  a  series  of  re-births,  a 
long  sequence  of  re-creations  of  the  old 
self  into  a  more  perfect  new  self — not  just 


a  single  re-birth  at  the  time  of  baptism, 
but  a  series  of  re-creations  extending 
through  the  eternities. 

On  Easter,  therefore,  we  commemorate, 
not  only  the  death  and  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  and  the  redemption  from  the  grave, 
but  also  the  very  process  of  the  "good  life" 
itself,  the  very  process  back  of  exalta¬ 
tion.  We  may  not  be  able  to  define  or 
describe  just  how  redemption  operates,  we 
may  not  be  able  to  outline  the  details  of 
the  process  of  resurrection,  but  we  can 
know  the  very  process  of  the  "good  life;" 
we  can  have  immediate  experiences  in  the 
process  of  being  born  again;  we  can  seek 
for  the  eternal  values  of  life;  we  can  seek 
with  diligence  for  the  new  life  built  out 
of  the  old;  we  can  make  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  immortality  which  we  are  to  receive 
as  a  gift;  we  can  achieve  a  life  which  will 
merit  exaltation  in  the  mansions  of  our 
Father's  Kingdom. 

And  as  we  seek  for  the  "good  life" 
through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
through  repentance,  through  baptism  by 
immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
through  the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  through  all 
of  the  other  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel,  we  can  be  sure,  not  only  of 
the  gift  of  the  resurrection,  but  also  of  a 
place  in  our  Father's  Kingdom — a  place 
more  than  worthy  of  our  state  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  Our  salvation,  our  exaltation,  and 
our  election  will  be  sure  if  we  learn  early 
the  potency  of  the  re-birth  which,  as  Jesus 
emphasizes,  is  the  virile  process  of  the 
"good  life"  itself. 

As  Easter  comes,  may  our  thoughts  turn 
to  Calvary,  to  the  Tomb,  to  the  walk  to 
Emmaus,  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  to  the 
Ascension;  but  may  they  also  turn  to  that 
newness  of  life  which  each  may  achieve 
through  obedience  to  the  principles  and 
ordinances  of  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


The  resurrected  Christ,  breakfasting  the 
seven  disciples  on  the  shores  of  the  Sea  of 
Tiberias  in  the  early  morning,  saith  unto 
Peter  thrice:  "Peter,  lovest  thou  me?" 
Peter  thrice  replied,  "Yea  Lord,  thou 
knowest  I  love  Thee,"  and  Christ  thrice 
commanded  "Feed  My  Sheep." 


By  small  means  the  Lord  can  bring 
about  great  things — /  Nephi  16:29. 
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the  bands  of  death  and  "lead  captivity 
captive."  "For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even 
so  by  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

As  man  had  no  choice  in  the  original 
sin  he  could  not  rightly  be  held  responsible 
for  it  and  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord,  its 
punitive  effects  are  expunged.  Therefore, 
well  might  Jesus  say  in  speaking  of  inno¬ 
cent  children  "of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of 
God."  However,  by  his  personal  trans¬ 
gression  in  the  days  of  his  accountability 
man  becomes  alienated  from  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  the  Author  of  our  salvation, 
while  on  earth,  pointed  out  the  gateway 
of  readmission.  That  way  of  entrance 
was  explained  to  Nicodemus  in  language 
so  plain  and  forceful  that  none  can  mis¬ 
take:  "Except  a  man  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (John  3:5). 

Indicative  of  the  importance  of  this  or¬ 
dinance  the  Lord  himself  submitted  to  it 
and  that  it  might  be  done  in  the  approved 
fashion  journeyed  to  the  River  Jordan  to 
be  baptized  of  John.  Throughout  His 
ministry  and  that  of  the  Apostles  we  find 
them  "preaching  the  baptism  of  repentance 
for  the  remission  of  sins."  The  ordinance 
was  performed  by  one  having  authority  to 
act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  was  done 
by  immersing  in  water.  There  was  no 
delay  and  no  display  of  accompanying 
ceremonies.  When  the  delegate  had  quali¬ 
fied  by  a  declaration  of  faith  in  Christ 
and  a  sorrow  for  sins  with  a  desire  for 
their  remission,  none  could  deny  the 
blessed  privilege. 

While  the  pure  and  simple  Christian 
worship  was  being  adorned  in  worldly 
splendor  and  ceremonial  display,  the  Sac¬ 
rament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  enshrouded 
in  idolatrous  mysticism,  and  the  God  of 
Heaven  hidden  from  the  minds  of  men, 
the  simple  and  beautiful  ordinance  of  bap¬ 
tism  was  also  undergoing  such  changes  as 
to  lose  its  symbolism,  meaning  and  pur¬ 
pose. 

In  the  2d  to  4th  centuries  it  became 
customary  to  require  long  terms  of  pro¬ 
bation  before  baptism  would  be  granted. 
Ceremonial  rites  were  associated  with  the 
ordinance  such  as  placing  salt  in  the  mouth 
typifying  purification,  anointing  with  oil 
before  and  after  baptism,  driving  out  of 
the  demon  of  sin  by  shouts  and  declama¬ 
tions  of  an  exorcist  and  so  forth. 


Not  only  were  additions  and  adultera¬ 
tions  from  pagan  practices  combined  with 
the  ordinance  of  baptism;  but  the  ordi¬ 
nance  itself  was  so  changed  as  to  be  un¬ 
recognizable  except  by  name.  In  place  of 
the  baptism  of  John  by  immersion, 
sprinkling  or  pouring  was  introduced,  al¬ 
lowed  and  finally  accepted  as  the  ap¬ 
proved  mode.  How  does  the  slight 
sprinkling  or  pouring  of  water  typify  in 
any  degree  being  "born  of  the  water," 
"buried  with  him  in  baptism,"  "planted 
in  the  likeness  of  his  death,"  etc.,  or 
wherein  does  it  suggest  a  cleansing  effect. 
But  as  Isaiah  foresaw  they  would,  they 
have  "changed  the  ordinance,"  and  robbed 
it  of  its  symbolic  beauty. 

If  possible,  even  worse  than  this  was 
the  promulgation  of  that  "damnable 
heresy"  and  "doctrine  of  devils"  that  pure, 
innocent  babes  of  whom  our  Lord  said 
"of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  God"  are 
consigned  to  eternal  torment  in  hell  ex¬ 
cept  they  be  baptized.  Such  teaching  and 
practice  is  "solemn  mockery  before  God" 
and  to  require  it  is  to  "deny  the  mercies 
of  Christ,  and  set  at  naught  the  atone¬ 
ment  of  Him  and  the  power  of  His  re¬ 
demption."  (Moroni  8th  chap.)  That 
sweet,  innocent  children  dieing  in  their 
purity  and  innocence  are  to  be  consigned 
to  eternal  torture  and  torment  for  want 
of  baptism  can  find  no  shadow  of  justi¬ 
fication,  either  in  the  word  of  God  or 
the  reason  of  man.  For  its  origin  we 
must  look  to  him  who  is  the  archenemy 
of  all  righteousness — the  destroyer  of  the 
work  of  the  Lord — the  author  of  the 
Apostasy. 


LIFE 

To  live  and  have  a  being, 

To  dwell  upon  the  earth, 

Is  a  boon  and  blessed  right 
Inherited  at  birth. 

The  Lord  who  giveth,  taketh 
And  blessed  be  His  name, 
For  He  that  taketh,  maketh 
And  giveth  back  again. 

But  woe  to  man  or  nation 
That  taketh  life  for  fame, 

For  conquest  or  ambition, 

No  matter  in  what  name; 

For  life  it  is  my  dower, 

O  how  my  heart  does  swell, 
For  God  gave  me  the  power 
Upon  His  earth  to  dwell. 

-  Anonymous. 
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I 


What  Shall  Your  Resurrection  Be? 


Much  is  being  said  just  now 

about  Easter  and  the  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  resurrection.  Surely 
no  more  fitting  time  could  be  selected  for 
such  commemoration  than  this  season 
wherein  all  nature  is  awakening  and  put¬ 
ting  on  renewed  life.  Her  hues  of  somber 
brown  are  being  transformed  to  those  of 
beautiful  green  in  grass  and  trees  and  a 
profusion  of  colors  in  plain  and  varigated 
flowers.  Our  sympathies  to  those  of  other 
climes  wherein  the  season  does  not  so  ap¬ 
propriately  fit,  for  much  of  the  signif¬ 
icance  of  this  thrilling  Easter  celebration 
must  there  be  missing. 

Latter-day  Saints  are  deeply  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  resurrection.  They  know  it  is 
by  the  sacrifice  of  our  Savior  that  death 
is  conquered  and  so  yields  to  a  renewal 
of  life  in  union  of  body  and  spirit.  This 
they  accept  as  a  most  gracious  gift  be¬ 
stowed  upon  all  humanity.  They  are 
not  concerned  about  the  fact  of  the  resur¬ 
rection.  That,  they  hold  as  benignly  pro¬ 
vided  and  certain  to  occur.  What  does 
concern  them,  and  that  vitally,  is  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  own  particular  part  in  the 
ressurection. 

They  are  mindful  of  the  words  of  St. 
Paul  in  his  epistle  to  the  Corinthian 
Saints: 

There  are  also  celestial  bodies,  and  bodies 
terrestrial;  but  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is 
one,  and  the  glory  of  the  terrestrial  is  an¬ 
other. 

There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the 
stars;  for  one  star  differeth  from  another  star 
in  glory. 

So  also  is  the  resurrection  of  the  dead. — 
1  Cor.  15:40-42. 

They  consider  also  the  revelation  from 
the  Lord  to  Joseph  Smith  in  our  day: 

For  after  it  (the  earth)  hath  filled  the 
measure  of  its  creation,  it  shall  be  crowned 


with  glory,  even  with  the  presence  of  God  the 
Father; 

That  bodies  who  are  of  the  celestial  king¬ 
dom  may  possess  it  forever  and  ever;  for,  for 
this  intent  was  it  made  and  created,  and  for 
this  intent  are  they  sanctified. 

And  they  who  are  not  sanctified  through  the 
law  which  I  have  given  unto  you,  even  the 
law  of  Christ,  must  inherit  another  kingdom, 
even  that  of  a  terrestrial  kingdom,  or  that 
of  a  telestial  kingdom. 

For  he  who  is  not  able  to  abide  the  law 
of  a  celestial  kingdom  cannot  abide  a  celestial 
glory. 

And  he  who  cannot  abide  the  law  of  a  ter¬ 
restrial  kingdom  cannot  abide  a  terrestrial 
glory. 

And  he  who  cannot  abide  the  law  of  a  teles¬ 
tial  kingdom  cannot  abide  a  telestial  glory; 
therefore  he  is  not  meet  for  a  kingdom  of 
glory.  Therefore  he  must  abide  a  kingdom 
which  is  not  a  kingdom  of  glory.  .  .  . 

For  notwithstanding  they  die,  they  also  shall 
rise  again,  a  spiritual  body. 

They  who  are  of  a  celestial  spirit  shall  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  body  which  was  a  natural  body; 
even  ye  shall  receive  your  bodies,  and  your 
glory  shall  be  that  glory  by  which  your  bodies 
are  quickened. 

Ye  who  are  quickened  by  a  portion  of  the 
celestial  glory  shall  then  receive  of  the  same, 
even  a  fulness. 

And  they  who  are  quickened  by  a  portion 
of  the  terrestrial  glory  shall  then  receive  of 
the  same,  even  a  fulness. 

And  also  they  who  are  quickened  by  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  telestial  glory  shall  then  receive 
of  the  same,  even  a  fulness. 

And  they  who  remain  shall  also  be  quick¬ 
ened;  nevertheless,  they  shall  return  again  to 
their  own  place,  to  enjoy  that  which  they  are 
willing  to  receive,  because  they  were  not  will¬ 
ing  to  enjoy  that  which  they  might  have  re¬ 
ceived. 

For  what  doth  it  profit  a  man  if  a  gift  is 
bestowed  upon  him,  and  he  receive  not  the 
gift?  Behold,  he  rejoices  not  in  that  which 
is  given  unto  him,  neither  rejoices  in  him  who 
is  the  giver  of  the  gift. — Doc.  &  Cov.  88:19-33. 

The  resurrection  to  any  of  the  degrees 
of  glory  will  be  a  boon  and  blessing  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  man  to  comprehend. 
But  who  shall  tell  of  the  inestimable 
grandeur  and  wonderous  joy  that  shall 
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be  his  who  has  been  "able  to  abide  the 
law  of  the  celestial  kingdom"  and  is  there¬ 
fore  "quickened  by  the  celestial  glory  and 
then  receives  of  the  same,  even  a  ful¬ 
ness."  None  can  describe  the  exquisite 
joys  that  shall  come  to  such,  for  "as  it  is 
written,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  him." 

However,  the  Lord  has  raised  the  cur¬ 
tain  slightly  that  we  might  get  some  small 
idea  of  what  awaits  that  great  awaken¬ 
ing  from  death  to  celestial  glory.  Read 
of  it  in  that  great  vision  shown  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  recorded  in  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  76. 
Read  also,  in  the  same  section  of  the  lesser 
glories  and  determine  which  shall  be 
yours. 

As  we  think  of  Easter  then,  let  us 
think  of  the  victory  over  death  won  for 
us  by  our  great  Friend  Jesus,  but  let  us 
think  further  as  to  what  measure  of  the 
victory  gift  we  are  preparing  to  receive. 
For  us  passage  is  purchased  on  the  good 
ship  Life.  But  whether  we  shall  ride 
first  class  or  steerage  will  be  determined 
by  our  own  choice  and  action. — E.  L.  M. 


THE  DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS 


It  has  correctly  been  said  that  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  the  greatest  single  proof 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  and  that 
Mormonism  is  in  very  deed  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  restored  in  these  latter 
times.  Unquestionably  this  is  true,  but 
there  is  another  book  which  ranks  very 
nearly  with  the  Book  of  Mormon;  it  is 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

This  Book  contains  God’s  word  direct¬ 
ly  to  us  in  these  times.  In  the  other 
Books  of  Scripture  we  read  the  teachings 
of  the  prophets  and  the  revelations  of 
God  as  given  to  different  peoples  of  the 
past.  Because  those  teachings  are  based 
on  eternal,  unchangeable  principles  we  ap¬ 
ply  the  basic  truths  to  ourselves.  In  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  however,  we  do 
not  read  of  teachings  given  to  peoples  in 
the  distant  past;  we  read  the  words  of 
God  as  given  directly  to  you  and  to  me 
in  this  time  of  the  world’s  existence. 

The  Lord  tells  us  in  the  very  first  sec¬ 
tion:  "Search  these  commandments,  for 

they  are  true  and  faithful,  and  the  proph¬ 


ecies  and  promises  which  are  in  them  shall 
all  be  fulfilled." 

The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  price¬ 
less  to  us  because  of  the  added  knowledge 
of  God  and  His  Works  that  it  gives  to 
us.  But  as  with  all  other  things  — 
money,  motor  cars,  airplanes — the  Doc¬ 
trine  and  Covenants  is  of  no  value  until 
actually  used.  That  is,  the  Book  is  price¬ 
less  to  us  if  used,  valueless  if  not  used. 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  the  added 
knowledge  given  to  us  as  a  Church  and 
study  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Remember,  we  cannot  appreciate  until 
we  understand. — Austral  Star. 


EASTER  MORNING 


Light  of  the  morning  is  gilding  the  sky, 
Shades  of  the  night-time  are  now  passing 

by  / 

Earth  is  awakening  from  darkness  and  gloom, 
Jesus  has  triumphed  o'er  sin  and  the  tomb. 

Death  is  no  longer  the  master  and  king, 
Jesus  is  risen,  His  power  we  sing,* 

Lives  He  for  aye  at  the  right  hand  of  God/ 
Crown  Him,  O  crown  Him,  your  Savior  and 
Lord. 

Beautiful  morning,  so  filled  with  God's  light, 
Sunbeams  are  gleaming  resplendent  and 
bright; 

Heaven  and  glory  are  seen  through  the 
grave, 

Since  He  has  risen,  and  liveth  to  save. 

“*  C.  D.  Martin. 


TO  KNOW  ALL  IS  TO  FORGIVE  ALL 


If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me,  - 
If  both  of  us  could  clearly  see, 

And  with  an  inner  sight  divine 
The  meaning  of  your  heart  and  mine. 

I'm  sure  that  we  would  differ  less 
And  clasp  our  hands  in  friendliness,* 

Our  thoughts  would  pleasantly  agree 
If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me. 

If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me, 

As  each  one  knows  his  own  self,  we 
Would  look  each  other  in  the  face 
And  see  therein  a  truer  grace. 

Life  has  so  many  hidden  woes, 

So  many  thornes  for  every  rose; 

The  "why"  of  things  our  hearts  would  seer 
If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me. 

-Nixon  Waterman. 
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joys  that  shall  come  to  such,  for  "as  it  is 
written,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  him." 

However,  the  Lord  has  raised  the  cur¬ 
tain  slightly  that  we  might  get  some  small 
idea  of  what  awaits  that  great  awaken¬ 
ing  from  death  to  celestial  glory.  Read 
of  it  in  that  great  vision  shown  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  recorded  in  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  76. 
Read  also,  in  the  same  section  of  the  lesser 
glories  and  determine  which  shall  be 
yours. 

As  we  think  of  Easter  then,  let  us 
think  of  the  victory  over  death  won  for 
us  by  our  great  Friend  Jesus,  but  let  us 
think  further  as  to  what  measure  of  the 
victory  gift  we  are  preparing  to  receive. 
For  us  passage  is  purchased  on  the  good 
ship  Life.  But  whether  we  shall  ride 
first  class  or  steerage  will  be  determined 
by  our  own  choice  and  action. — E.  L.  M. 
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of  Mormon  is  the  greatest  single  proof 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  and  that 
Mormonism  is  in  very  deed  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  restored  in  these  latter 
times.  Unquestionably  this  is  true,  but 
there  is  another  book  which  ranks  very 
nearly  with  the  Book  of  Mormon;  it  is 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

This  Book  contains  God’s  word  direct¬ 
ly  to  us  in  these  times.  In  the  other 
Books  of  Scripture  we  read  the  teachings 
of  the  prophets  and  the  revelations  of 
God  as  given  to  different  peoples  of  the 
past.  Because  those  teachings  are  based 
on  eternal,  unchangeable  principles  we  ap¬ 
ply  the  basic  truths  to  ourselves.  In  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  however,  we  do 
not  read  of  teachings  given  to  peoples  in 
the  distant  past;  we  read  the  words  of 
God  as  given  directly  to  you  and  to  me 
in  this  time  of  the  world’s  existence. 

The  Lord  tells  us  in  the  very  first  sec¬ 
tion:  "Search  these  commandments,  for 

they  are  true  and  faithful,  and  the  proph¬ 


ecies  and  promises  which  are  in  them  shall 
all  be  fulfilled." 

The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is  price¬ 
less  to  us  because  of  the  added  knowledge 
of  God  and  His  Works  that  it  gives  to 
us.  But  as  with  all  other  things  — 
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less  to  us  if  used,  valueless  if  not  used. 
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knowledge  given  to  us  as  a  Church  and 
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Remember,  we  cannot  appreciate  until 
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Shades  of  the  night-time  are  now  passing 
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Jesus  is  risen,  His  power  we  sing,- 
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Lord. 

Beautiful  morning,  so  filled  with  God's  light, 

Sunbeams  are  gleaming  resplendent  and 
bright; 

Heaven  and  glory  are  seen  through  the 
grave, 
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If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me,  - 
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And  with  an  inner  sight  divine 
The  meaning  of  your  heart  and  mine. 

I'm  sure  that  we  would  differ  less 
And  clasp  our  hands  in  friendliness,- 
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GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT :- Karl  C.  Freeman,  Presi¬ 
dent,  209  2nd  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  Mont. 

The  work  in  this  district  is  running  along  very 
smoothly,  and  every  day  opportunities  present  them¬ 
selves  wherein  we  are  privileged  to  exercise  our 
talents  through  the  Priesthood  we  bear.  Aside  from 
the  fine  method  of  cottage  meeting  contacts,  and 
tracting,  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  preaching  the  Gospel  by  other  effective 
means. 

Each  of  the  following  Elders  have  preached  funeral 
sermons  this  past  month :  Karl  Freeman,  Clark  Ham¬ 
blin,  Lehi  Palmer,  and  Evan  Jackson.  Of  the  four 
services,  none  of  the  deceased  were  members  of  the 
Church,  and  as  a  consequence,  more  than  250  non¬ 
members  heard  "Mormonism"  at  a  time  when  the 
beauty  of  the  Gospel  really  appeals. 

During  the  week,  ending  March  18,  Elder  Karl 
Freeman  had  the  privilege  of  presenting  a  fifteen 
minute  radio  broadcast  over  Station  KFBB,  Great  Falls, 
each  morning.  Elders  Clark  Hamblin  and  Ross  Niel¬ 
sen  furnished  vocal  duets  for  part  of  the  music  for 
this  program,  and  the  balance  was  from  transcription 
records  of  the  "Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir."  This 
opportunity  presented  a  most  effective  method  of 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  many  who  would  have  other¬ 
wise  turned  a  "deaf  ear." 

Elders  Jeffery  and  Keetch,  who  are  laboring  in  and 
around  Shelby,  Montana,  have  been  doing  a  splendid 
work.  Sunday,  March  19th,  we  held  a  fine  confer¬ 
ence  with  the  people  of  Conrad  and  Valier,  at  Con¬ 
rad.  President  John  Nelson,  in  company  with  other 
of  the  District  Presidency,  and  Elder  Freeman,  were 
present  to  instruct  the  Saints  of  these  towns  in  relation 
to  a  Sunday  School  to  be  organized  there  in  the 
near  future. 

After  the  conference,  the  two  above  named  Elders 
were  privileged  to  baptize  into  the  Church,  seventeen 
persons,  most  of  whom  were  converts.  It  is  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  imagine  the  joy  and  satisfaction  received  from 
an  experience  like  this. 

Elders  Hall  and  Bills  in  Havre,  Montana,  have  re¬ 
ported  much  success  in  their  labors  there.  Also,  Elders 
Belnap  and  Johnson  in  Choteau,  Montana,  are  able 
to  see  many  opportunities  for  effective  missionary 
work.  In  general  our  entire  personnel  express  the 
greatest  happiness  and  contentment  in  the  Lord's  work. 

SPOKANE-MISSOULA  DISTRICT:  -  Verl  G.  Black, 
President,  Box  295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

"How  long  can  rolling  waters  remain  impure?  What 
power  shall  stay  the  heavens?  As  well  might  man 
stretch  forth  his  puny  arm  to  stop  the  Missouri  river 
in  its  decreed  course,  or  turn  it  upstream,  as  to  hin¬ 
der  the  Almighty  from  pouring  down  knowledge  from 
heaven  upon  the  heads  of  the  Latter-day  Saints." 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  121:33. 

During  the  past  month  the  missionaries  of  the  Spo¬ 


kane  District  have  been  doing  their  best  to  show  those 
people  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  that  the 
Lord  has  been  pouring  knowledge  on  the  heads  o£ 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  Words  are  inadequate  to  ex¬ 
press  the  joy  and  happiness  we  feel  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  we  do  have.  We  wish  to  thank  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father  for  our  testimonies  of  his  glorious  Gospel 
and  for  all  the  many  blessings  that  he  has  given  us. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  Elders  Mineer  and  Black 
have  gone  to  several  of  the  branches  and  Sunday 
Schools  and  presented  the  recordings  of  Church  His¬ 
tory  and  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
We  are  playing  these  records  in  all  the  branches 
just  as  fast  as  we  can  get  around  to  them  and  favor¬ 
able  impressions  are  being  made. 

In  Colfax,  Elders  Van  Orden  and  Curtis  are  doing 
a  good  work.  They  have  made  many  fine  friends 
there  and  hope  to  see  some  fruits  of  their  labors  in 
the  future. 

Elders  Smith  and  Manwill  are  also  doing  a  fine 
work  in  their  end  of  the  district.  They  have  almost 
completed  tracting  Sandpoint  and  say  they  will  soon 
be  ready  to  move  to  a  new  field. 

In  Lewiston,  Sisters  Howell  and  Bott  have  been 
waving  their  banners.  In  the  past  month  they  have 
started  two  Primaries  and  a  Book  of  Mormon  class. 
They  are  to  be  complimented  on  their  success. 

In  Spokane  we  have  Sisters  Darlene  Doble  and  Lu¬ 
cille  Anderson  along  with  Elders  Harrison  Scott,  La 
Vere  Bagwell,  Desse  Hunsaker  and  Vaughn  Hoyt. 
These  missionaries  are  doing  a  very  commendable 
work,  especially  in  the  number  of  cottage  meetings 
that  they  have  been  able  to  hold.  We  are  also  happy 
to  say  that  Sister  Marcella  Anderson  has  recovered 
from  her  operation  and  at  present  has  gone  to  her 
home  in  Huntington,  Utah,  for  a  short  time  to  re¬ 
cuperate. 

YAKIMA- WENATCHEE  DISTRICT:  -  Carvel  Davis, 
President,  117  North  Cleveland,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

"We  must  learn  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  not  only  be  willing  to  keep  them,  but  able." 
Thus  speaks  the  Angel  Moroni  to  Joseph  Smith  on 
one  of  the  transcriptions.  As  true  missionaries,  our 
aim  must  be  to  further  this  thought  and  to  instill  it 
in  the  hearts  of  our  people  and  those  whom  we  con¬ 
tact.  This  should  be  our  purpose. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  are  happy  to  report 
our  labors.  As  spring  approaches  our  work  is  in¬ 
creasing  and  we  find  that  although  people  are  gen¬ 
erally  busier,  they  are  listening  to  our  message  and 
welcome  us  into  their  homes. 

A  tour  of  the  district  was  made  by  the  released 
district  president  and  his  successor  from  which  much 
encouragement  was  gained.  Elders  Garth  Fairbanks 
and  Thomas  Gunderson  in  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  are 
finding  their  time  entirely  taken  up  and  are  pursuing 
their  labors  with  diligence.  Elder  Fairbanks  has  just 
returned  from  a  leave  of  absence  and  is  replacing 
Elder  Howard  Taylor  who  has  been  transferred  to 
another  district.  Sisters  Seletta  Morris  and  Maude 
Sorenson  in  Yakima,  Washington,  are  enjoying  their 
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work  there.  They  have  good  success  in  lending  their 
Books  oi  Mormon  and  find  satisfaction  in  their  labors. 

Elders  Don  Olsen  and  Fay  Reber  in  Wenatchee, 
Washington,  have  many  good  contacts  and  find  their 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  increasing  as  they  apply 
themselves  to  this  work. 

PUGET  SOUND- VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT:  - 
Percy  L.  Collyer,  President,  1403  33rd,  Seattle,  Wash. 

"Then  cometh  Jesus  from  Galilee  to  Jordan  unto 
John,  to  be  baptized  of  him.  But  John  forbade  him, 
saying,  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and  comest 
thou  to  me?  And  Jesus  answering,  said  unto  him, 
Suffer  it  to  be  so  now,  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to 
fulfill  all  righteousness.  Then  he  suffered  him.  And 
Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up  straightway 
out  of  the  water;  and  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending 
like  a  dove  and  lighting  upon  him;  and  lo,  a  voice 


ence  was  held  in  Seattle  for  all  the  missionaries  of 
the  Puget  Sound-Vancouver,  B.  C.  District.  Including 
our  beloved  Mission  President  and  his  good  wife, 
together  with  three  other  visitors,  all  of  whom  we  were 
very  happy  to  have,  28  of  us  assembled  for  a  six- 
and-one-half-hour  conference.  Besides  hearing  a  most 
timely  message  from  both  President  and  Sister  Nibley, 
each  of  us  had  the  privilege  of  expression. 

OREGON  DISTRICT  :-G.  Albert  Holyoak,  President, 
1412  S.  E.  25th,  Portland,  Oregon. 

March  the  fourth  brought  with  it  another  of  our  in¬ 
spiring  missionary  conferences.  Here  we  were  given 
the  opportunity  of  again  bearing  our  testimonies,  and 
reporting  the  activities  of  the  many  sections  of  the 
district.  With  the  exception  of  Elders  Verl  Kartchner 
and  Dee  Rees,  all  were  present.  These  Elders  had 
previously  arranged  for  a  baptismal  service  and  re- 


MISSION  ARIES  OF  THE  OREGON  DISTRICT  AT  CONFERENCE  IN  PORTLAND,  OREGON, 

FEBRUARY  4,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Ralph  Simpson,  Albert  Holyoak,  Oregon  District  President;  lone 
Johnson.  Relief  Society  Secretary,  Correspondence,  Primary  Supervisor.  Review  Editor:  Preston 
Nibley,  Mission  President;  Aileen  Ashbaker,  Sunday  School  Supervisor,  M.  I.  A.  Supervisor;  Vir¬ 
ginia  Chatelain,  Sarah  Darley,  Belle  Searle,  Victor  Larson. 

Center  Row:  Howard  Taylor,  Garth  Fairbanks  DeWiiton  Parkinson,  Eliza  Beus,  Rebecca 
Baker,  Katherine  Lasselle,  Elsie  Sharp.  William  T.  Hart,  Glenn  Nelson. 

Back  Row:  C.  Vernon  Burrell.  Mission  Clerk:  Ed«*s  Hill,  Gilbert  McKinlny,  Ray  Lambson, 
Keith  Macdonald,  J.  Gayle  Yorgason,  Thomas  Gunderson.  Elmer  Hammerschmidt,  Lanian  Hedge¬ 
peth,  Mission  Secretary. 


from  heaven  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 

whom  I  am  well  pleased."  (Mt.  3:13-17). 

In  this  same  identical  pattern,  set  by  our  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  by  the  same  divine  authority  held  by 

the  baptizer,  John,  our  Elders  have  had  the  privilege 
of  performing  this  same  ordinance  for  several  of  our 
friends  in  this  district  the  past  month.  Dales  have 
been  set  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  baptize 
many  more  in  this  next  month. 

In  Port  Angeles  Elder  Moulton  had  the  pleasure  of 
baptizing  Brother  Francis  E.  Baker  and  his  good  wife, 
Betty  J.  M.  Baker,  also  Vivian  Seelye.  In  Port  Angeles 
Elder  Barker  baptized  Donald  Earle  Larrick,  Leland 
Stanford  Larrick,  Jr.,  Barbara  Ann  Hender,  and  Ina 

Alice  Peck.  In  Seattle  Elder  Spendlove  baptized  Brother 
Leland  Thomas  Davidson.  Baptismal  services  were 
held  elsewhere  in  the  district,  the  names  of  candi¬ 
dates  yet  not  sent  in.  Our  hearts  rejoice  with  these 
splendid  people,  and  we  welcome  them  into  the  fold 
and  pray  that  each  will  magnify  his  responsibility 
in  this  grpat  Kingdom. 

To  climax  very  beautifully  a  great  month  of  ac¬ 
tivities  and  achievements,  a  special  district  confer- 


mained  in  Astorial.  We  would  have  enjoyed  them 
with  us,  but  were  happy  that  such  an  occasion  neces¬ 
sitated  their  absence. 

On  the  following  day,  March  5,  it  was  our  pleas¬ 
ure  to  attend  the  quarterly  conference  of  the  Port¬ 
land  Stake,  at  which  representatives  of  the  General 
Board  of  the  Sunday  School  and  Primary  were  pres¬ 
ent.  In  a  special  meeting  Sunday  afternoon  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  had  the  privilege  of  personally  meeting  with 
Brother  George  D.  Piper  and  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Marlin 
of  the  Brigham  Young  University.  Their  counsel  and 
encouragement  was  welcome  and  will  prove  useful 
and  profitable. 

Through  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Elders  laboring 
in  Corvallis,  Oregon,  we  were  able  to  add  one  more 
Relief  Society  organization  to  the  list  this  month. 
Elder  Albert  Holyoak  and  Sister  Erma  Provost,  mem¬ 
bership  co-ordinator  of  the  mission,  were  in  charge  of 
the  first  meeting,  on  March  14.  At  that  time  Sister 
Bessie  Ballard  was  chosen  as  president. 

The  determination  and  prayers  of  the  Elders  ma¬ 
tured  to  realization  when  eight  more  people  applied 
for  baptism  and  became  members  of  the  Church. 
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They  are  as  follows*.  Harriet  Luella  Cudaback,  Closson 
John  Cudabeck  and  Robert  Gordon  White  of  Port¬ 
land/  Pricilla  Q.  Quick  of  Seaside,  Oregon/  Bert  Con¬ 
rad  Yoes  of  Washougal,  Oregon/  Harriet  Lynn  Camp¬ 
bell  of  Camas,  Wash.,  and  Evan  Eugene  Skelton  of 
Vancouver,  Wash.  May  a  love  and  appreciation  for 
the  Gospel  grow  with  them  throughout  the  years 
to  come,  that  this  event  may  always  be  held  sacred 
to  their  memory. 

We  send  our  best  wishes  for  the  well-being  of  our 
companions  wherever  they  may  be.  May  the  Father's 
guiding  hand  continually  abide  with  them. 

SOUTHERN  OREGON  DISTRICT  :-B.  Grant  Johnson, 
President,  573  East  Main,  Ashland,  Oregon. 

"It  has  been  made  known  to  me  that  wherever 
the  Elders  of  this  Church  establish  branches,  there  will 
be  a  Stake  of  Zion.  It  is  a  glorious  proclamation  and 
I  have  reserved  it  to  the  last."  —  Joseph  Smith. 

The  energy  with  which  the  Saints  of  this  district 
have  taken  up  and  are  pushing  the  work  of  the  local 
district  organization  and  the  enthusiasm  shown  in  the 
Union  meetings  give  ample  proof  of  the  wisdom  of 
that  prophecy. 

We  surely  enjoyed  the  visit  of  President  and  Sister 
Nibley  and  Annette.  They  came  to  our  Union  meet¬ 
ing  and  then  continued  on  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  at¬ 
tend  conference. 

In  Klamath  Falls  on  the  11th  of  March,  Elder 
Sheldon  Kennedy  baptized  Miss  Florence  Stillwell,  and 
Joseph  E.  Frost  and  Ella  May  Frost. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Roula  Blatter,  from  Chinook,  Mont.,  to  Puget  Sound- 
Vancouver  District. 

Julia  Norton,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  Puget  Sound- 
Vancouver  District. 

Elder  Haws,  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  Puget  Sound-Van- 
couver  District. 

Keith  Hatch,  from  Springville,  Utah,  to  Southern  Ore¬ 
gon  District. 

From  Leave  of  Absence 

Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  from  Riverton,  Utah,  to  Puget 
Sound  District. 

Garth  Fairbanks,  from  Spring  City,  Utah,  to  Yakima- 
Wenatchee  District. 

Sam  Brown,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to  Puget  Sound- 
Vancouver  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Walter  Hick,  from  Spokane-Missoula  District  to  Puget 
Sound-Vancouver  District. 

Howard  Taylor,  from  Yakima-Wenatchee  District  to 
Puget  Sound-Vancouver  District. 

LaVere  Bagwell,  from  Puget  Sound-Vancouver  District 
to  Spokane-Missoula  District. 

Darlene  Doble,  from  Spokane-Missoula  District  to  Ore¬ 
gon  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Albert  Holyoak- President  Oregon  District. 

Jack  Mineer  — President  Spokane-Missoula  District. 

To  serve  for  one  month  only. 

Verl  G.  Black  — President  Spokane-Missoula  District. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Pearl  Bott,  of  Spokane-Missoula  District  — Home,  Castle 
Dale,  Utah. 

Marcella  Anderson,  of  Spokane-Missoula  District  — 
Home,  Huntington,  Utah. 

RELEASES 

Max  C.  Wilson,  of  Puget  Sound -Home,  Lehi,  Utah. 
Ralph  E.  Simpson,  of  Oregon  Dist.  — Home,  Hooper,  U. 
Warren  E.  Barton,  of  Puget  Sound  District —  Home, 
Monticello,  Utah. 

Clarence  Samuelson,  of  Yakima  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Jack  Mineer,  of  Spokane  Dist.  — Home,  St.  Johns,  Ariz. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Secretary. 


CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

ELIAS  S.  WOODRUFF,  President 


INDEPENDENCE  DISTRICT :- Lynn  Waters,  President, 
5835  East  14th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

"Preach  unto  them  repentance  and  faith  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ/  leach  them  to  humble  themselves 
and  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart/  teach  them  to 
withstand  every  temptation  of  the  devil  with  theii* 
faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Teach  them  to  never 
be  weary  of  good  works,  but  to  be  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart,  for  such  shall  find  rest  to  their  souls." 
-Alma  37:33,  34. 

So  spake  the  ancient  prophet,  Alma,  to  his  son, 
Helaman.  In  this  modern  world,  amidst  all  the  strife 
and  turmoil  now  extant,  what  a  refreshing  message 
we  are  called  to  bear  to  troubled  humanity.  Again 
"the  Lord  hath  spoken,"  commissioning  men  to  bear1 
this  same  message. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Independence  District  are 
going  forward  with  a  will  in  this  great  work,  and 
many  are  the  opportunities  given  to  explain  the  plan 
of  salvation  to  the  "pure  in  heart."  As  a  result  we 
wish  to  welcome  Vernon  Eugene  Lucas  into  the  fold 
of  Christ.  He  was  baptized  by  Elder  Dwight  Smith 
and  confirmed  by  Elder  Barnard  H.  Seegmiller  in 
Clinton,  Missouri. 

There  has  been  some  illness  among  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  the  district,  but  thanks  to  the  mercy  of  God 
as  a  reward  of  their  great  faith,  they  are  all  enjoy¬ 
ing  good  health  at  the  present  lime.  One  of  the  lady 
missionaries  was  quite  ill,  with  a  temperature  of  105 
degrees.  After  the  Elders  had  anointed  her  head 
with  oil  and  laid  their  hands  upon  her,  her  tempera¬ 
ture  subsided  to  101  degrees  within  an  hour/  two 
days  later  she  had  completely  recovered.  Surely, 
"the  prayer  of  faith  shall  heal  the  sick." 

WEST  KANSAS  DISTRICT Paul  E.  Felt,  President, 
1857  South  Wichita,  Wichita,  Kansas. 

"The  value  of  a  thing  depends  largely  upon  who 
says  it.  Words  may  be  bullets,  but  character  must 
be  the  powder  back  of  them  to  give  them  projectile 
force.  The  man  behind  the  message  is  as  important 
as  the  man  behind  the  gun." 

Assured  and  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  we  are 
the  veritable  representatives  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  are  therefore  engaged  in  a  supremely  sacred  and 
responsible  service,  we  are  striving  to  so  perform 
our  duties  that  the  Spirit  will  shine  forth  from  our 
characters  and  countenances  to  carry  our  message 
into  the  hearts  of  men. 

In  a  measure  for  which  we  are  profoundly  grateful, 
our  efforts  have  been  rewarded  in  the  baptism  of 
nine  worthy  converts:  Robert  McCreery  and  Anna 
Francis  McCreery  were  baptized  by  Elder  Clifford 
Merrill/  Geraldine  Hunter,  by  Elder  Reo  Heaton/  Ken¬ 
neth  Hunter,  by  Elder  Carl  Rhoades,  Alice  Bullock, 
by  Elder  Ross  Cook,  Richard  Smalley  and  George 
Bastians,  by  Elder  T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  and  Agnes 
Walter  and  Howard  Hunter,  by  Elder  Paul  E.  Felt. 

Without  exception,  these  believers  have  made  an 
honest,  intelligent  and  prayerful  investigation  of  the 
restored  Gospel,  all  testify  that  Joseph  Smith,  the 
great  latter-day  prophet,  was  instrumental  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  in  ushering  in  the  dispensation  of 
the  fullness  of  times.  We  do  rejoice  in  their  con¬ 
version,  and  earnestly  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
and  sustain  them  in  their  discovery  of  "the  pearl  of 
great  price." 

WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT  :-V.  Jarvis  Hailing, 
President,  1023  NW  18th,  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  been  blessed 
with  fruition  of  their  labors,  and  are  happy  to  re¬ 
port  that  six  souls  have  come  into  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  through  baptism.  Grace 
Allen  Coin  and  John  Taylor  were  baptized  by  Elder 
Lloyd  A.  Hamilton,  Arnold  Lee  Wade,  by  Elder  Jesse 
M.  Drury,  Lorna  Gene  Hermis,  by  Elder  Lyle  A. 
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Peterson,  and  Elsie  Reed  and  William  Andrew  Ham¬ 
ilton,  by  Elder  V.  Jarvis  Hailing. 

Through  the  diligent  efforts  of  Elder  Eugene  H. 
Heneger,  a  home  missionary,  a  Sunday  School  has 
been  organized  in  Lawton,  Oklahoma.  Because  of 
Elder  Henegar's  zeal  for  preaching  truth,  many  people 
have  heard  the  message  of  the  Gospel. 

Brother  Eldon  Hollis,  who  is  confined  to  a  tubercu¬ 
losis  sanitarium,  testified  to  Elders  Jesse  M.  Drury 
and  V.  Jarvis  Hailing  that  subsequent  to  his  study 
and  practice  of  the  teachings  of  Elder  John  A.  Widt- 
soe's  book,  "The  Word  of  Wisdom,"  his  health  has 
steadily  improved.  Through  his  observance  of  Elder 
Widtsoe's  interpretation  of  "the  Lord's  law  of  health," 
Brother  Hollis  has  been  able  to  gain  needed  strength 
and  vitality  and  a  promising  hope  of  recovery  from 
a  serious  condition. 

President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  presided  over  a  district 
conference  in  Stillwater  February  19.  His  splendid 

counsel  served  to  cheer  and  inspire  the  Saints  and 

missionaries  alike,  the  conference  was  concluded  with 
a  feeling  by  all  that  they  had  profited  greatly 

through  their  attendance. 

Sisters  Margaret  Ririe  and  Helen  Adams  are  work¬ 
ing  in  Stillwater.  They  are  holding  two  Primaries 

weekly,  many  cottage  meetings,  and  are  doing  much 
in  general  to  spread  the  Gospel.  Elders  Lyle  Peterson 
and  Lloyd  Hamilton  are  laboring  in  Ponca  City,  here 
they  conduct  a  weekly  radio  program,  hold  a  Sunday 
School  in  the  home  of  one  of  the  members,  and  by 
various  other  means  present  the  truth  to  many.  Elders 
Jesse  M.  Drury  and  Lloyd  Maughan  report  consider¬ 
able  success  from  their  trading  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Eiders  Murray  Foutz  and  Arthur  E.  Johnson  are  labor¬ 
ing  in  Ardmore,  they  are  experiencing  great  suc¬ 
cess  in  teaching  the  Gospel  and  in  holding  Sunday 
School  services  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  members. 
Elders  John  A.  Samuelson  and  Allen  Richman  have 
found  many  in  the  town  of  Shawnee  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  their  message.  Eider  V.  Jarvis  Hailing  is 
dividing  his  time  throughout  the  district. 

SOUTHWEST  MISSOURI  DISTRICT Grant  Porter, 
President,  216  Wall,  Joplin,  Missouri. 

"Preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  sea¬ 


son,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  longsuffering  and 
doctrine.  For  the  time  will  come  when  they  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  after  their  own  lusts 
shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers,  having  itch¬ 
ing  ears,  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 
the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fables."  — II  Tim¬ 
othy  4:2-4. 

Insofar  as  we  are  receptive  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  we 
become  aware  of  the  plain  fulfillment  of  every  proph¬ 
ecy  according  to  its  time  that  was  ever  uttered  under 
the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  This  truth  is  il¬ 
lustrated  in  an  experience  related  by  Elders  Dan  L. 
Waite,  Hubert  Christensen  and  Jesse  Hurd,  laboring 
in  Pittsburg,  Kansas. 

Elder  Waite  had  engaged  in  conversation  with  a 
lady,  who  told  him  that  she  had  been  taught  by  the 
ministers  of  her  faith  that  the  spirits  of  men  remain 
passively  in  their  graves  during  the  space  of  time  that 
intervenes  between  death  and  the  resurrction.  The 
Elders  found  this  lady  sorrowful  in  the  sincere  belief 
that  such  was  the  fate  of  her  daughter,  who  died 
some  time  ago.  From  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Elder 
Waite  taught  her  the  true  philosophy  of  man's  im¬ 
mortal  hereafter.  This  message  seemed  to  comfort  the 
lady,  and  she  expressed  a  desire  to  read  the  sacred 
pages  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

We  regret  the  passing  of  Brother  Charles  Henry 
Owens.  He  died  February  14,  terminating  a  long  life 
of  faithful  membership  in  the  Church.  Brother  Owens 
was  active  in  Priesthood  and  Sunday  School  work. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Edwin  Lawrence  Casady,  from  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
to  West  Oklahoma  District. 

ElFonda  Swapp,  from  Enterprise,  Utah,  (leave  of  ab¬ 
sence)  to  Independence  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Gladys  Heileson,  from  Mission  Office  to  West  Kansas. 
Gwen  Kimball,  from  W.  Kansas  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Glade  Willis,  from  East  Kansas  to  W.  Oklahoma  Dist. 
Murray  Foutz,  from  W.  Oklahoma  to  Independence  Dist. 
Leona  Cleverley,  from  Arkansas  to  Independence  Dist. 
Dwight  Smith,  from  Independence  to  East  Kansas  Dist. 
Edward  Koelliker,  from  E.  Kansas  to  Independence  Dist. 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  EOS  ANGELES  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  W.  Airrl  Macdonald.  Mission  President;  Nelle  L.  Mac¬ 
donald.  President  Relief  Societies;  Norma  Johnston,  President  Heber  J.  Grant,  Angelina 
De  Vroom,  Orlene  Petersen,  Alice  Hanna. 

Center  Row:  Alice  M.  Buchannon,  Josephine  B.  Johns.  Mission  Secretary;  Louise 
Pattrick,  Beth  Paxman.  Wilson  Sorensen,  Lola  Thornley,  Olga  Fenn,  Joseph  Andersen, 
Secretary  to  President  Grant;  Milton  Rasmussen,  Phoebe  Jensen. 

Back  Row:  Ariel  B.  Chatterton,  Calimis  Editor;  Emmett  Bennett,  Glen  Royle,  Ira 
Buchannon,  Glen  Morris.  District  President. 
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APPOINTMENTS 

Gran!  Porter —  President  Southwest  Missouri  District. 

Harold  Cox -President  East  Kansas  District. 

Nolan  Blaisdell  —  President  Missouri  District. 

RELEASES 

Dee  L.  Andreasen,  of  Missouri  District  — Home,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Idaho. 

Luzell  D.  Wilde,  of  E.  Kansas -Home,  Carey,  Idaho. 

LeRoy  Sweat,  of  Independence  —  Home,  Heber  City,  U. 

Mildred  Murphy,  of  Arkansas  —  Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Lizzie  Thomas,  of  Independence  — Home,  Malad,  Idaho. 

William  P.  Grayard,  of  W.  Kansas  District —  Home,  Hol¬ 
brook,  Arizona. 

D.  Hubert  Christensen,  of  Southwest  Missouri  District  — 
Home,  Clearfield,  Utah  (short  term). 

Vernon  D.  Bankhead,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Wells- 
ville,  Utah. 

Ross  Dee  Holmes,  of  Southwest  Missouri  District  — 
Home,  Liberty,  Utah. 

Erwin  G.  Bigelow,  of  Southwest  Missouri  District  — 
Home,  Panguitch,  Utah. 

STANFORD  GWILLIAM,  Mission  Secretary. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

HUDSON  DISTRICT: -Thomas  K.  Broadbent,  Presi¬ 
dent,  219  Third  Sf.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

Once  more  the  members  of  the  Hudson  District  had 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  together  for  a  conference. 
It  was  held  in  Kingston,  N.  Y.  in  the  American  Legion 
Hall,  which  was  donated  for  this  purpose.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  conducted  by  Elder  Thomas  K.  Broadbent  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  President  Evans.  Both  members 
and  missionaries  were  called  upon  to  speak.  Many 
beautiful  testimonies  were  borne,  adding  much  in¬ 
spiration  to  the  meeting. 

An  episode  from  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  series  was 
played,  and  vocal  solos  were  rendered  by  Sister  Con¬ 
stance  Van  Frank  and  Elder  Fred  P.  Mason.  President 
Evans  was  the  concluding  speaker  and  added  a  most 
fitting  and  enjoyable  climax  to  the  meeting. 

Sister  Agnes  Cappuzzo  of  Ashokan,  N.  Y.,  long  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Kingston  Branch,  died  of  a 
heart  attack  recently  while  preparing  for  Sunday 
School  in  her  home.  Funeral  services  were  held  the 
following  week  at  the  home  of  her  sister.  Mrs.  Wayne 
Driggs,  who  will  be  remembered  as  Sister  Swenson, 
having  labored  as  a  missionary  in  the  district,  and 
Elder  M.  Brent  Richards,  Mission  Secretary  and  former 
worker  in  Kingston,  spoke  at  the  funeral  service.  Mr. 
Capuzzo,  a  non-member,  had  read  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  the  speech  his  deceased  wife  had  prepared 
and  spoke  briefly  concerning  the  wonderful  enjoy¬ 
ment  she  had  received  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 

SENECA  DISTRICT: -Willis  F.  Nielson,  President, 
130  South  Main,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

A  surprise  visit  was  enjoyed  by  Elder  Nielson  when 
his  mother,  traveling  with  friends,  spent  almost  a 
week  with  him  in  Canandaigua.  She  was  very  pleased 
with  mission  work  and  took  quite  an  active  part 
in  the  meetings  and  the  visiting  of  investigators. 

The  Ithaca  Branch  at  Cornell  University  wish  to 
express  thanks  for  the  fine  work  of  Brother  Orson 
Cannon,  who  has  been  branch  president  there  this 
year.  Due  to  a  transfer  in  his  employment,  Brother 
Cannon  is  to  be  released  soon. 

The  Relief  Society  at  Canandaigu  held  a  box  social 
to  commemorate  the  97th  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  organization  by  the  Prophet  Joseph.  Following 
a  fine  program  and  presentation  of  an  original  skit, 
"Professor  Sneeze  School,"  written  by  Brother  Harold 
Riddlesworth,  the  boxes  were  auctioned  off  by  Elder 
T.  O.  Parker,  lunch  was  eaten  and  games  were  played. 
The  Relief  Society  also  had  charge  of  a  Sunday  ser¬ 


vice,  in  which  the  aims  and  progress  of  the  work 
were  presented. 

Work  at  Elmira  is  increasing  with  remarkable  rapid¬ 
ity.  Presiding  Elder  Thomas  Riggs  announces  that 
new  fields  of  contact  are  being  opened  up  and  re¬ 
sults  should  be  apparent  within  a  short  time. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  concerning  "The  Fulness 
of  Times"  recordings.  We  have  had  them  in  our 
possession  for  two  weeks  now  and  every  night  they 
have  been  in  use.  Quoting  from  a  formerly  reticent 
investigator,  "I  now  can  see  it  in  the  true  light,  and 
I  am  very  interested."  Tears  came  into  his  eyes,  thus 
demonstrating  the  power  of  the  episodes.  He  had 
been  listening  to  episode  two,  "The  Visions."  We  are 
endeavoring  to  have  the  recordings  presented  over 
the  radio  station  at  Elmira. 

CUMORAH  DISTRICT:  -  Ezra  Enwood  Thompson, 
President,  Box  125,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 

Brother  Hyrum  Smith,  who  for  the  past  year  has 
been  president  of  the  Palmyra  Branch,  was  released 
of  his  duties  on  the  Cumorah  Farm  recently  and  has 
now  returned  to  reside  with  his  family  at  Provo,  Utah. 
Brother  Smith  has  served  very  faithfully  in  the  branch 
presidency  and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  many 
friends  he  has  made  in  Palmyra. 

Brother  and  Sister  Willard  W.  Bean,  who  have  lived 
and  raised  their  family  on  the  Joseph  Smith  farm  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  who  have  taken  a 
great  part  in  the  building  up  of  the  Church  in  Pal¬ 
myra  and  vicinity,  have  also  been  released.  They 
plan  to  leave  for  Utah  the  latter  part  of  March.  Brother 
and  Sister  Bean  have  accomplished  much  during  the 
25  years  they  have  been  here  and  they  will  be  missed 
by  the  many  friends  they  have  made  in  this  vicinity. 
Brother  Bean  will  be  employed  as  a  guide  at  the 
Temple  Square  and  they  will  make  their  home  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  We  wish  them  God's  choice  blessings  and 
all  the  happiness  and  success  possible. 

Three  new  families  have  arrived  from  Utah  to  lake 
over  some  of  the  Church  farms,  to  lake  the  place 
of  those  who  have  been  released.  They  are  Brothers 
O.  B.  Anderson,  Carson  S.  Singley,  Merlin  S.  Ellis  and 
their  wives  and  children,  making  a  total  of  24  persons. 
We  wish  to  welcome  these  fine  people  and  we  know 
they  will  help  greatly  in  the  progress  of  the  Church 
in  Palmyra. 

Our  weekly  broadcast  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  over 
Station  WSAY  in  Rochester  each  Sunday  has  been 
shown  much  interest  by  the  many  Saints,  investigators 
and  friends  who  have  been  following  the  series  of 
episodes.  We  feel  that  it  is  a  very  effective  means 
of  promulgating  the  Gospel. 

WEST  PENN  DISTRICT: -Marlowe  C.  Hodge,  Presi¬ 
dent,  328  Morewood  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Branch  conferences  at  both  Pittsburgh  and  Wilson 
were  held  by  President  Evans  on  a  Sunday  recently. 
Larger,  more  enthusiastic  audiences  attended  than  at 
any  previous  meetings  here  in  the  past  nearly  two 
years.  A  high  degree  of  spirituality  prevailed  and 
peace  and  harmony  were  everywhere  evident. 

Between  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  an  impressive  baptismal  service  was  held. 
At  that  time  Peter  L.  Nielson  was  baptized  by  his 
father,  Anton  L.  Nielson.  Elder  Marlowe  C.  Hodge 
baptized  Imogene  McLeod,  Anna  Lee  Harrison,  and 
Chester  D.  Hopkins,  and  Elder  Eric  C.  Ryberg  bap¬ 

tized  Annie  McSurdy  and  Nellie  E.  Bahler.  We  wel¬ 
come  these  good  people  into  the  Church  and  pray 

that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  ever  be  with  them. 

Twelve  part-time  missionaries  were  set  apart  under 
the  direction  of  President  Evans  following  the  eve¬ 
ning  conference  session.  All  are  strong  in  their  con¬ 
victions  and  enter  upon  the  work  with  a  spirit  of 

humility  and  determination  to  serve  the  Lord  dili¬ 
gently. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
William  M.  Taylor,  from  Lewisville,  Idaho,  to  Blue 

Ridge  District. 

Clawson  C.  Bowman,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  West 

Penn.  District. 
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Jack  I.  Carlson,  from  Charleston,  Utah,  to  Susque¬ 
hanna  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Clyde  R.  Hoagland,  from  Susquehanna  to  Hudson  Dist. 
James  R.  Winterton,  from  Blue  Ridge  to  Erie  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Clyde  R.  Hoagland -President  Hudson  District. 

J.  Elbert  Bennion- President  Susquehanna  District. 
RELEASE 

Thomas  K.  Broadbent,  of  Hudson  District -Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT: -Elbert  R.  Simmons,  Presi¬ 
dent,  158  York  Street,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

"The  Saints  have  not  loo  much  time  to  save  and 
redeem  their  dead." —  Joseph  Smith.  We  are  happy 
to  announce  the  beginning  of  a  genealogical  class  in 
New  Haven,  with  Sister  Smith  as  class  leader. 

Of  late,  with  President  Eyring,  we  have  had  a  time 
of  rejoicing  in  branch  conferences  and  missionary 
meetings.  On  March  16,  Sister  Eyring  was  the  special 
visitor  at  a  Relief  Society  meeting  in  Hartford.  Mem¬ 
bers  have  derived  much  benefit  and  enjoyment  from 
these  meetings  and  from  branch  socials  held  in  New 
Haven  and  Hartford. 

Some  success  has  again  come  through  illustrated 

lectures.  It  has  been  our  opportunity  to  talk  to 
student  groups  on  the  Connecticut  State  Agriculture 
College  campus  at  Storrs  and  to  a  men's  club  of 
the  Universalisl  Church  in  New  Haven.  At  times, 

Yale  students  are  of  help,  to  the  missionaries,  in 
obtaining  these  lectures.  Some  have  also  helped 

with  the  M.  I.  A.  programs  this  winter,  and  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  been  invited  to  attend  services  held 
at  the  Divinity  School. 

"The  Fullness  of  Times"  series  is  half  completed. 

The  series  is  being  enjoyed  and  requests  for  litera¬ 
ture  have  been  received  from  Connecticut  and  New 
York.  Elder  Ringwood  has  been  given  special  com¬ 
ment  for  his  fine  work  on  "Your  Friendly  Philosopher" 
program. 

Having  completed  a  tour  of  the  district,  Elders  Ring- 
wood  and  Simmons  report  most  members  well  and 
holding  fast  to  the  Gospel.  The  Elders  enjoyed  a 
special  invitation  to  visit  with  the  captain  and  educa¬ 
tional  advisor  of  a  C.  C.  C.  camp  in  an  outlying 
community. 

EAST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT:  -  Glenn  W.  Price, 
President,  23  Sagamore  St.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

"Therefore,  be  not  weary  in  well-doing,  for  ye  are 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  good  work.  And  out  of 
small  things  proceedeth  that  which  is  great."  These 
encouraging  words  of  the  Lord  to  the  Prophef  Joseph 
Smith  are  as  applicable  to  the  missionaries  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  as  they  were  when  given  to  the  Prophet.  The 
extremely  cold  weather  and  intermittent  snow  storms 
have  markedly  curtailed  our  outside  activities,  but  we 
put  extreme  confidence  in  the  above  words  of  our 
Master  for  the  work  we  have  accomplished. 

At  a  recent  party  sponsored  by  the  M.  I.  A.  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  presidency,  Brother  Allen 
Scoville  and  Sister  Audrey  Haggstrom,  there  was  an 
attendance  of  75  or  80  people  -  three-fourths  of  them 
investigators  and  friends.  Entertainment  and  recrea¬ 
tion  was  provided  for  all,  affording  activity  for  the 
elderly  people  as  well  as  the  young. 

Our  Relief  Society  is  to  be  commended  for  the 
luscious  dinner  they  gave  to  the  Lynn-Salem  Branch  in 
commemoration  of  the  97th  anniversary  of  their  or¬ 
ganization.  The  Sunday  Subsequent  to  the  dinner  they 
took  charge  of  the  services  and  presented  a  well- 


planned  program,  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
Sister  Elda  Hepworth. 

The  advent  of  March  brought  an  epidemic  of  illness 
to  our  members.  We  give  all  praise  and  glory  to 
our  Maker  for  the  rapidity  of  the  recoveries.  We  wish 
speedy  and  complete  recovery  to  Sister  Virtue  Roberts 
who  is  recuperating  from  a  major  operation. 

As  the  1939  Spring  makes  its  debut,  the  mission¬ 
aries  of  this  district  are  planning  a  program  to  ex¬ 
tend  on  through  the  summer  months.  We  ac¬ 
cept,  as  an  incentive,  the  elating  words  of  the  Lord, 
"In  this  world  your  joy  is  not  full,  but  in  me  your 
joy  is  full!" 


MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT 
DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Bessie  Hacking, 
Kathrvn  Finlayson,  Elna  West,  Renee  Smith. 

Back  Row:  Elbert  R.  Simmons,  Jay  H.  Hender¬ 
son.  C.  Mario  Robertson,  Jack  E.  Ringwood. 

NORTH  MAINE  DISTRICT  :-J.  Berlin  Osborn,  Presi¬ 
dent,  83  Capitol  St.,  Augusta,  Maine. 

"They  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall 
recover."  Sisters  Baird  and  Clayton  and  the  Elders 
of  this  district  recently  witnessed  a  literal  fulfillment 
of  this  promise  when  they  met  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Cates,  of  Skowhegan,  to  hold  a  Sacrament  meeting. 
Upon  arrival  they  found  one  of  her  daughters  quite 
ill  and  in  much  pain.  She  expressed  the  desire  to 
have  the  Elders  administer  to  her.  Elders  Morgan  and 
Gibbons  were  spokesmen  and  all  joined  in  faith  and 
prayer.  Immediately  she  became  rested  and  listened 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  cottage  meeting.  Each  per¬ 
son  attending  was  filled  with  humility  and  sincerity, 
for  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  seemed  to  permeate  the 
hearts  of  all  present.  In  a  few  hours  the  daughter 
arose  from  her  bed  of  affliction. 

Mrs.  Paul,  an  elderly  crippled  lady  of  Searsmont, 
said  to  one  of  our  members,  "I  have  heard  of  the 
Mormons -my  father  was  one,  but  died  when  I  was 
a  child.  I  know  if  the  Elders  would  administer  to 
me  I  would  be  helped  to  bear  my  affliction."  After 
Elders  Osborn  and  Bingham  had  laid  their  hands 
upon  her  head  and  blessed  her,  she  said,  "You  have 
made  me  very  happy.  God  bless  you."  We  had  no 
sooner  returned  to  our  home  than  word  came  to  us 
that  this  dear  old  lady  had  laid  aside  her  cane,  and 
that  her  face  shown  with  a  new  light  and  joy. 


NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

BRYANT  S.  HINCKLEY,  President 

OFFICE :  -  Marva  Cram,  Sienographer. 

Elder  Lewis  H.  Lloyd,  our  mission  secretary,  has 
written  the  words  to  a  mission  song,  to  the  tune  of  the 
"Gold  and  Blue."  This  song  is  being  sung  in  all 
parts  of  the  mission.  Each  district  adds  its  own  verse 
and  they  sing  the  song  in  their  district  conferences. 

Following  are  the  first  two  verses: 
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Our  Mission  Home  in  Old  Chicago 
Heart  of  the  Field  so  full  of  joy, 

Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Ohio, 

Iowa,  Indiana,  Illinois. 

Chorus 

Then  cheer  the  glorious  work  along 
A  happy  missionary  band. 

Zion's  cause  ever  true, 

There's  work  for  us  to  do,- 
We  will  serve  with  a  willing  hand. 

Grateful  are  we  for  Mission  Parents, 

And  for  companions  old  and  new. 

Grateful  for  Saints  that  make  us  welcome 
Who  have  embraced  the  Gospel  true. 

Thursday  night,  at  the  mission  home,  is  known  to 
everyone  as  "Cottage  Meeting  Night."  For  over  three 
years  every  Thursday  night  has  been  set  apart  for 
members  and  investigators.  These  meetings  are  well 
attended  and  have  resulted  in  interesting  a  number 
of  investigators  who  have  joined  the  Church.  On 
March  16  Mrs.  Bertha  Hulmes  a  great-granddaughter 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  gave  a  sketch  of  the 
life  of  her  great-grandmother,  Emma  Hale  Smith.  On 


and  friends  of  Sister  Clara  Ida  Heins  who  recently 
passed  away,  after  serving  the  Lord  faithfully  during 
her  74  years  here  upon  this  earth. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  congratulations  to  Anne  Flit- 
croft  and  Eldon  Jenson  whose  wedding  was  held  in 
the  bride's  home  in  Fond  du  Lac  on  March  18. 

NORTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  V.  Leon  Schofield, 
President. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the 
Elders  of  the  Church,  and  let  them  pray  over  him, 
anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 

"And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and 

the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up,  and  if  he  have  com¬ 
mitted  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him."  — James  5:14-15. 

The  duties  of  the  missionaries  have  been  increased 
during  the  past  month  due  to  an  unusual  amount  of 
sickness.  The  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Schofield  and 
Colvin,  have  spent  several  nights  in  the  home  of 

an  unfortunate  family.  The  mother,  father  and  one 

child  were  taken  to  the  hospital  with  pneumonia, 
leaving  three  children  at  home,  one  of  them  being 
threatened  by  pneumonia.  Since  there  was  no  one 
to  care  for  them  after  the  day  nurse  left,  the  lady 

missionaries  offered  their  services.  Although  the  fam¬ 
ily  were  not  members  of  the  Church  the  Elders  were 


MISSIONARIES  ATTENDING  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  INDIANA  DISTRICTS 

IN  INDIANAPOLIS,  MARCH  5,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Frank  R.  Webster,  President  South  Indiana  District;  Nelva  Cook 
(released),  Emma  Brian.  Mission  Mother  May  Green  Hinckley,  Mission  President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley, 
Maurgariata  Foerster.  Elida  Knight.  Richard  B.  Shurtliff,  President  North  Indiana  District. 

Back  Row:  Max  L.  Carruth,  Clyde  R.  Hansen,  George  A.  Francom  (released),  Clare  A.  Brown, 
Elton  E.  Brown,  Richard  H.  Ray,  Christian  J.  Anderson,  Joseph  Wallace,  Elmo  J.  Anderson, 
Afton  D.  Algers. 


March  23,  a  group  of  Latter-day  Saints,  attending  the 
universities,  were  present. 

The  local  missionaries  of  the  Northern  States  Mission, 
baptized  118  people  during  fhe  year  1938.  We  are 
proud  of  these  missionaries  and  congratulate  them  on 
their  fine  work. 

WISCONSIN  DISTRICT: -Eldon  W.  Cooley,  President. 

The  outstanding  event  in  the  disrtict  during  the 
past  two  months  was  our  quarterly  district  conference 
recently  held  in  Fond  du  Lac.  We  greatly  appreciated 
having  President  and  Sister  Hinckley  with  us  on  this 
occasion.  All  who  were  present  were  greatly  benefit- 
led  by  the  inspiring  messages  they  delivered. 

At  the  close  of  the  conference  an  inspirational  mis¬ 
sionary  meeting  was  held.  Here  the  missionaries  gained 
renewed  spirit  and  a  determination  to  carry  on  their 
work  more  diligently  than  ever  before. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  our  local  missionary 
ranks  have  been  strengthened  by  two  new  mission¬ 
aries,  Sisters  Sarah  Schmidt  and  Lucille  Schrieber,  both 
of  Lyndhurst.  We  wish  them  great  success  in  their 
labors  and  pray  that  they  may  always  be  found  prof¬ 
itable  servants  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  Many  people 
have  been  privileged  to  hear  the  Gospel  through  the 
diligent  labors  of  our  local  missionaries  and  we  know 
the  Lord  will  greatly  bless  them  in  this  work. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathies  to  the  relatives 


called  to  administer  to  those  in  the  hospital.  At  pres¬ 
ent  they  are  all  doing  fine  and  are  on  the  road  to 
recovery. 

"Teach  a  child  the  way  he  should  go  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 

This  has  been  fhe  aim  of  the  missionaries  in  Bloom¬ 
ington,  to  teach  the  children  the  way  they  should  go 
and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  prayer. 

We  have  been  privileged  through  the  cooperation 
of  one  of  our  non-member  friends  to  start  a  Bee  Hive 
class  in  her  home.  She  feels  this  work  is  essential 
in  molding  the  character  of  her  children  and  in  quali¬ 
fying  them  to  better  face  the  problems  of  life. 

We  reluctantly  bid  farewell  to  Elder  Sven  Peter 
Hansen  of  Lehi,  Utah.  Elder  Hansen  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered  for  his  sincere  and  energetic  service  in 
the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  His  many  friends 
wish  him  God  speed. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  to  our  district  two  new 
missionaries,  Elder  Elden  J.  Larson  from  Burley,  Idaho, 
and  Sister  Opal  Colvin  from  Pima,  Arizona.  Being 
earnest  and  sincere  in  their  work  we  are  sure  they 
will  be  an  asset  to  our  mission  force. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Oliver  F.  Hansen, 
President. 

"And  as  all  have  not  faith,  seek  ye  diligently  and 
teach  one  another  words  of  wisdom." 
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In  obedience  to  this  admonition  the  missionaries  in 
Clinton,  Springfield,  and  Decatur  have  been  striving 
diligently  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Sunday 
Schools.  Much  good  has  resulted  from  these  efforts. 
By  following  the  outlines  given  by  the  Church,  the 
results  of  85  years  of  experience,  we  find  the  work 
is  progressing  and  is  worthy  of  commendation. 

On  March  12  a  very  successful  two-district  conference 
was  held.  The  Saints  and  missionaries  of  the  North 
and  South  Illinois  Districts  gathered  together  in  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Illinois,  where  they  listened  with  interest  to 
the  words  of  inspiration  and  advice  given  by  our 
beloved  Mission  President  and  Mother,  President  and 
Sister  Hinckley. 

One  of  the  new  missionaries  remarked,  "No  wonder 
the  missionaries  say,  'this  is  the  happiest  time  of  my 
life.'  It  couldn't  be  otherwise  if  it  is  anything  like 
this  conference." 

Recently  Brother  Harman  Chmiel,  of  Springfield,  had 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  congregation  of 
the  German-Lutheran  Church  of  that  city.  After  the 
address,  he  remained  with  them  for  two  hours  answer¬ 
ing  the  many  questions  asked.  Brother  Chmeil  is  a 
convert  from  this  Church  and  left  Germany,  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel.  The  people 
were  interested  and  invited  him  to  return. 

While  tracting,  we  have  concentrated  on  lending  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  Our  biggest  obstacle  to  meet  is 
the  indifference  of  the  people  we  contact;  but  we 
glory  in  the  joy  that  is  ours.  Truly  the  Lord  is  bless¬ 
ing  us. 

With  grateful  hearts  we  welcome  to  our  midst  Sis¬ 
ter  Madeline  Staples  of  Mesa,  Arizona.  She  is  a  valu¬ 
able  addition  to  our  force,  and  we  wish  her  success. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Beryl  Kunzler,  from  Rosette,  Utah,  to  S.  Indiana  Dist. 
Howard  C.  Ririe,  from  Lewiston,  Utah,  to  N.  Indiana. 
Fred  Edman  Hanks,  from  Salem,  Utah,  to  East  Iowa. 

TRANSFERS 

James  V.  Barber,  from  Wisconsin  to  East  Iowa  District. 
Christian  Anderson,  from  South  Indiana  to  N.  Illinois. 
J.  Berkeley  Larson,  from  North  Illinois  to  North  Ohio. 
Gwain  Cluff,  from  East  Michigan,  to  North  Indiana. 
Paul  H.  Pratt,  from  East  Michigan,  to  East  Iowa  Dist. 
Homer  E.  Kunz,  from  North  Ohio  to  Wisconsin  Dist. 
Anthon  O.  Montgomery,  from  S.  Illinois  to  E.  Michigan. 
Nolan  R.  Ballard,  from  W.  Michigan  to  West  Iowa  Dist. 
Theron  A.  Sleight,  from  West  Iowa  to  W.  Michigan. 
Don  L.  Rushton,  from  East  Iowa  to  East  Michigan  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

James  V.  Barber -President  East  Iowa  District. 
RELEASES 

Sven  Peter  Hansen  of  N.  Illinois  -  Home,  Lehi,  Utah. 
Clyde  Russell  Hansen  — Transferred  to  California  Mission 
to  play  the  organ  at  the  San  Francisco  World  Fair. 

—  LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary. 


CANADIAN  MISSION 

DAVTD  A.  SMITH,  President 


HAMILTON  DISTRICT Merlin  B.  Yales,  President, 
194  Church  Street,  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada. 

"Behold,  I  sent  you  to  testify  and  warn  the  people," 
said  the  Lord  as  recorded  in  the  Doc.  and  Cov.  88:81. 
The  accomplishment  of  this  duty  is  the  aim  of  the 
missionaries  of  the  Hamilton  District,  and  we  feel 
that  the  Lord  is  helping  us  to  forward  that  work. 

Elders  Clark  and  Lyman,  in  Brantford,  have  been 

doing  a  good  work  and  through  their  efforts  have 

started  some  very  fine  study  classes  with  their  friends 
there. 

Sisters  Madsen  and  Jex  have  also  started  some 

fine  classes  in  Hamilton  and  report  that  their  Gen¬ 
ealogical  meeting  is  going  along  fine. 


The  Elders  in  Hamilton  also  report  pleasing  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  mission  labors. 

In  St.  Catharines  the  four  missionaries  are  seeing 
the  fruits  of  their  labors  by  starting  some  very  good 
study  classes  with  friends  who  are  becoming  interested 
in  the  Gospel.  Elder  Jenkins  has  been  doing  a  splen¬ 
did  work  with  his  music,  and  has  been  extended 
invitations  to  play  at  several  of  the  prominent  civic 
organizations. 

Elders  Gardner,  Smith  and  Reve  in  Niagara  Falls 
have  accomplished  a  great  deal.  They  have  started 
new  classes  and  through  their  efforts  we  had  a  splen¬ 
did  turn-out  of  investigators  at  our  quarterly  con¬ 
ference  in  St.  Catherines,  February  26.  The  mission¬ 
aries  presented  their  message  in  a  pleasing  manner 
and  President  Smith  gave  a  wonderful  message  to  all. 

Two  more  sessions  were  held  on  March  5  in  Ham¬ 
ilton;  the  theme  being  genealogy  and  temple  work. 
At  a  report  meeting  of  the  missionaries  some  very 
profitable  instructions  were  given  by  President  Smith. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT Ivan  O.  Jensen,  President, 
153  Park  Street,  Waterloo,  Ontario,  Canada. 

The  missionaries  of  the  Kitchener  District  are  happy 
to  report  a  splendid  district  quarterly  conference  held 
on  March  12.  The  speakers  at  the  three  sessions  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  presented  clearly  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  An  inspirational  missionary  report  meeting  was 
also  held  during  the  day  with  regular  and  local  mis¬ 
sionaries  reporting. 

Elders  Stratford  and  Dow  have  been  moved  to  the 
city  of  Galt  to  open  that  district.  We  have  had  two 
of  our  lady  missionaries  replaced  by  Elders  in  Kitchen¬ 
er.  Sisters  Isaksen  and  Peterson  have  performed  effi¬ 
cient  labors  in  Hanover  and  now,  upon  the  release  of 
Sister  Isaksen  and  the  transfer  of  Sister  Peterson,  Sis¬ 
ters  Saunders  and  Niederer  will  continue  with  the 
work  there. 

Special  meetings  in  Stratford  are  proving  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  Although  there  are  no  members  there  yet, 
many  attend  the  meetings  and  are  becoming  interested 
in  the  teachings.  The  film  slides  are  proving  an  ac¬ 
tive  aid  in  interesting  and  teaching  the  people  of 
the  message  we  bear.  Special  meetings  are  also  held 
in  Guelph,  the  missionaries  of  the  district  take  turns 
in  holding  them.  The  Saints  are  pleased  to  have  the 
missionaries  again  holding  meetings  there  and  express 
the  desire  to  have  missionaries  permanently  located 
in  that  city. 

Throughout  the  district  the  missionaries  are  pleased 
with  the  fruits  of  their  labors.  Friends  are  being 
raised  up  to  them  and  thus  the  Gospel  is  going  to 
all  peoples. 

LONDON  DISTRICT: -Blair  J.  Glancy,  President,  91 
Adelaide  St.  South,  Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada. 

"It  is  not  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  alone  that 
gives  strength,  but  the  faithful  application  of  that 
knowledge,  in  building  up  and  strengthening  our¬ 
selves  and  others." 

With  this  in  mind  and  in  spite  of  bad  weather  the 
missionaries  of  the  London  District  have  faithfully  ap¬ 
plied  their  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the 
past  month.  Because  of  this  they  are  happy  and  rejoice 
in  the  opportunity  of  serving  the  Lord. 

In  Windsor  the  Primary  work  is  coming  alone  fine. 
Because  of  the  growth  of  the  two  Primaries  that  the 
lady  missionaries  had  started  it  is  now  necessary  to 
have  the  help  of  the  Elders  who  are  laboring  there. 
The  Windsor  missionaries  are  also  using  the  film- 
slide  "King  of  Kings"  among  their  new  friends  as  a 
means  of  opening  the  way  for  the  fullness  of  the 
Gospel. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  Feb.  18,  a  very  in¬ 
spirational  missionary  report  was  held  in  Windsor. 
The  sum  and  substance  of  the  reports  seemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  happiness  and  progress  are  the  results  of 
diligence  in  laboring.  President  Smith  was  in  at¬ 
tendance  and  gave  much  good  counsel.  The  Windsor 
session  of  the  quarterly  conference  was  held  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  A  goodly  number  of  Saints, 
investigators  and  friends  assembled  in  the  hall  to  hear 
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a  few  words  on  the  theme  of  Salvation  for  the  Dead. 

The  next  session  was  held  in  Chatham  in  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  next  day,  and  the  third  and  final  ses¬ 
sion  was  held  in  London  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day.  At  both  of  these  sessions  the  attendance  was  not 
large  on  account  of  inclement  weather.  Nevertheless, 
a  time  of  rejoicing  was  had,  and  a  greater  faith,  with 
a  desire  to  be  more  diligent,  was  instilled  in  the  hearts 
of  all. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT :- William  J.  Smith,  President, 
785  Riverview  Avenue,  Verdun,  Que. 

As  old  man  winter  makes  his  last  stand,  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  dig  their  trenches  deeper  and  prepare  for 
the  coming  season  with  increased  enthusiasm.  Several 
new  trading  districts  are  being  opened  and  we  feel 
that  many  fine  contacts  will  result. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Brother  Blair  Pace,  the  slides 
"Down  Pioneer  Trails"  were  presented  to  approxi¬ 
mately  100  students  at  the  McGill  University.  Pres. 
Smith  and  Elder  Wood  were  invited  as  guests  at  the 
presentation  and  witnessed  a  fine  reaction  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  that  the  films  revealed.  Brother  Pace  has  made 
fine  contacts,  at  the  school  where  he  attends,  and 
states  that  they  still  seek  him  out  to  learn  more  of 
Mormonism.  Several  young  people's  groups  have  been 
contacted  and  left  with  a  better  understanding  of  the 
Mormon  people.  One  in  particular,  wherein  Elder 
Wilde  was  asked  to  give  an  account  of  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  Church. 

The  small  boy  of  a  member,  who  was  struck  by  an 
automobile  has  made  a  remarkable  recovery  and  is 
feeling  fine  now  although  still  convalescing.  He  was 
administered  to  in  the  hospital  by  Elders  Smith  and 
Wood  the  day  after  the  accident. 

On  their  recent  trip  to  Drummondville  Sisters  Jami¬ 
son  and  Romer  found  the  Saints  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  also  very  appreciative  of  the  opportunity  to 
meet  with  the  missionaries. 

The  Primaries  under  the  capable  leadership  of  the 
lady  missionaries  with  the  help  of  some  of  the 
Elders  and  local  members,  have  almost  doubled  in 
numbers. 

A  record  snowfall  since  the  turn  of  the  century  was 
registered  in  Montreal  and  vicinity  for  the  month  of 
February. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT: -Earl  L.  Moser,  President,  224 
Arlington  Ave.r  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Because  of  etremely  cold  weather  the  missionaries 
of  Ottawa  haven't  been  able  to  do  much  tracting  but 
have  spent  time  studying  to  prepare  for  study  classes. 
69  meetings  have  been  held  here  this  month  and  we 
feel  that  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplished  through 
them.  A  Blind  Social  was  held  March  20,  and  70  were 
in  attendance.  We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  letting  us  have  their  hall  for  our 
Blind  M.  I.  A. 

Elders  Litster  and  Robinson  are  having  very  good 
success  with  the  film-slides.  They  have  been  show¬ 
ing  them  on  an  average  of  three  times  a  day  for  the 
last  three  weeks.  It  is  proving  a  very  good  way  to 
explain  the  Gospel  principles. 

May  the  Lord's  blessings  be  with  Elder  Slaugh  in 
his  new  labors  as  district  president. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossington  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Many  were  made  happy  even  to  the  point  of  shed¬ 
ding  tears  of  joy  on  the  26th  of  February,  when  five 
more  entered  the  Church  through  the  waters  of  bap¬ 
tism.  Elders  B.  Travers  Smith  and  J.  Ross  Parker 
performed  the  ceremony.  Frank  G.  Purvis,  Thomas 
Wm.  Waywell  and  his  daughter  June  Lorraine  and  son 
Lorin  Burton  and  Mrs.  Martha  Ann  Yates  were  initiated 
into  the  fold  of  Christ.  We  pray  that  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  may  be  with  them  always. 

Elders  Christensen  and  Young  have  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  making  friends  in  a  new  way.  One  stormy 
day  they  visited  a  large  Toronto  school  and  happened 
to  meet  a  teacher  whom  they  found  had  been  through 
Salt  Lake  City.  The  teacher  gave  the  students  a  lec¬ 
ture  on  the  Mormons  in  the  West.  They  are  now  in 


correspondence  with  a  school  in  Utah.  The  children 
are  very  interested  in  knowing  more  about  the  Mor¬ 
mons  and  have  asked  the  Elders  to  show  them  the 
slides  of  Utah. 

Elders  Walton  and  Johnson  have  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  lending  Books  of  Mormon  and  making  friends 
in  and  near  the  vicinity  of  the  Chapel.  The  success 
in  lending  books  can  be  attributed  to  studying  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  becoming  enthused  with  its 
message. 

The  epidemic  of  sickness  has  been  no  respecter  of 
persons.  Many  of  the  missionaries  having  had  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  "flu/"  but  we  are  glad  to  report  all 
well  and  working  harder  than  ever. 

A  very  outstanding  entertainment  featuring  two  one- 
act  plays  was  produced  by  the  M.  I.  A.  We  wish 
to  congratulate  all  those  taking  part,  including  the 
artist  and  others  decorating  the  stage  of  the  new 
meeting  house.  These  were  the  first  dramas  to  be 
played  on  the  stage.  Well  over  180  attended,  filling 
the  hall  to  capacity.  Many  non-members  were  pres¬ 
ent  and  commented  favorably  on  the  way  we  help 
the  young  people  to  develop  their  talents.  Our  hope 
is  that  these  friends  continue  to  attend  and  find  happi¬ 
ness  with  us  in  this  wonderful  Gospel. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Stanley  A.  Leavitt,  from  Hartley,  Alberta,  to  London. 
Kimball  Vance,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Kitchener  Dist. 
Clyde  A.  Stanford,  from  Stavely,  Alberta,  to  Ottawa. 
Afton  D.  Orchard,  from  Lewiston,  Utah,  to  London  Dist. 
A.  Lester  Mineer,  from  St.  Johns,  Ariz.,  to  Kitchener. 
Leo  Reeve,  from  Hurricane,  Utah,  to  Hamilton  District. 
Alf  Bernard  Claridge,  from  Safford,  Ariz.,  to  Toronto. 
Seth  J.  Saurey,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho  to  London  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Augusta  Brough,  from  Ottawa  to  Montreal  District. 
Vila  Olsen,  from  Toronto  to  Ottawa  District. 

Melva  Peterson,  from  Kitchener  to  London  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Owen  Slaugh -President  Ottawa  District. 

Blair  Glancy  — President  London  District. 

Merlin  B.  Yates  — President  Hamilton  District. 

Elaine  Jacobs -Primary  Supervisor. 

Virginia  Saunders  -  Genealogy  Supervisor. 

RELEASES 

Edith  Jamison,  of  Montreal  Dist.  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Eva  R.  Johnson,  of  Toronto  Dist.  — Home,  Mesa,  Ariz. 
Gerald  Peterson,  of  Hamilton  Dist.  — Home,  Idaho  Falls, 
Idaho. 

William  S.  Redd,  of  London  Dist. -Home,  Raymond, 
Alberta. 

Laretla  Stitt,  of  London  Dist. -Home,  Portland,  Ore. 
Clara  Isaksen,  of  Kitchener  Dist.  — Home,  Mountain 
View,  California. 

Gwendolyn  Williams,  of  Ottawa  Dist. -Home,  Rigby, 
Idaho. 

Earl  L.  Moser,  of  Ottawa  Dist. -Home,  Preston,  Idaho. 
Darrell  G.  Gardner,  of  Hamilton  Dist. -Home,  Bear 
River  City,  Utah. 

MAURICE  K.  HENINGER,  Secretary. 


The  Lord  touched  the  eyes  of  our  understandings 
and  they  were  opened,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
shone  round  about.  And  we  beheld  the  glory  of  the 
Son,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  and  received 
of  his  fulness/  and  saw  the  holy  angels,  and  them 
who  are  sanctified  before  his  throne,  worshipping  God, 
and  the  Lamb,  who  worship  him  for  ever  and  ever. 
And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which  have  been 
given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last  of  all,  which 
we  give  of  him:  that  he  lives!  For  we  saw  him,  even 
on  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  we  heard  the  voice 
bearing  record  that  he  is  the  Only  Begotten  of  the 
Father.  That  by  him,  and  through  him,  and  of  him, 
the  worlds  are  and  were  created,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  begotten  sons  and  daughters  unto  God. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  76:19-24. 
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WHEN  THE  DOORS  OF  DEATH  HAVE  CLOSED 

By  AMOS  FRANK  TERRY,  JR.,  Western  Stales  Mission 

When  the  doors  of  death  have  closed,  dear, 

On  the  pals  you've  loved  so  well, 

Be  it  father,  be  it  mother, 

Or  your  sister,  little  Belle/ 

Think  not  they're  lost  forever, 

For  we’ll  meet  somewhere  again. 

Think  not  that  death  is  the  end,  dear, 

'Tis  just  birth,  they  live  again. 

Think  of  strife  they've  left  behind  them,- 
Think  that  peace  with  death  has  come; 

Think  of  toil  and  many  hardships ; 

Think  their  part  in  same  is  done. 

Think  of  peace  where  they  have  gone,  dear, 
Think  to  you  their  smiles  they  send/ 

Think  of  beauty  where  they  are,  dear, 

Think,  Oh  think,  'tis  not  the  end. 


A  FEW  REASONS  "WHY  WE  LIKE  MORMONISM" 
AS  FOUND  BY  A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS  IN  IDAHO 

By  F.  SCHWENDIMAN,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

1.  Authority  and  the  Priesthood  restored  direct  from 
heaven  in  these  latter  days  by  messengers  who 
had  been  ordained  by  the  Savior  Himself. 

2.  Articles  of  Faith  of  the  Church  are  excellent  and 
are  appreciated  for  their  consistency,  tolerance, 
and  the  laudable  precepts  they  set  forth. 

3.  Beautiful  buildings  and  grounds  are  owned  and 

kept  up  by  the  Church  at  a  tremendous  cost. 

4.  Church  Welfare  Program,  a  sound  and  practical 

move  to  make  employment  for  the  needy  and 

help  them  to  become  self-supporting  and  thrifty. 

5.  Education  encouraged  and  stressed  by  the  leaders, 

following  the  teaching  that  we  are  saved  only 

as  fast  as  we  gain  knowledge. 

6.  Founding  of  the  Church  most  reasonable,  being 
based  on  divine  revelation. 

7.  Growth  and  increase  in  membership  of  the  Church 
are  remarkable.  It  must  be  right  or  it  could  not 
have  succeeded  as  well  in  the  face  of  such  op¬ 
position. 

8.  Healing  of  the  sick  by  faith  and  the  power  of 
the  Priesthood  as  in  olden  days. 

9.  Knowledge  of  the  personalities  in  the  Godhead, 
given  to  all  who  seek  in  faith. 

10.  Leadership  is  developed  and  practiced  in  every 
department  of  the  Church. 

11.  Missionary  system  of  the  Church  is  a  marvel  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world. 

12.  Mutual  Improvement  and  Recreation  sponsored 
and  put  over  in  a  most  pleasant  and  successful 
way. 

13.  Name  of  the  Church  is  most  appropriate,  it  being 
named  after  its  Divine  Author,  the  Lord  Himself 
and  not  man,  nor  is  it  the  church  of  a  country. 


14.  Organization  of  this  Church  is  conceded  to  be 
almost  perfect,  with  every  detail  of  work  carefully 
looked  after. 

15.  Patriarchal  Blessings  are  given  the  same  as  in 
the  days  of  our  early  forefathers,  to  all  who  seek 
them  and  are  worthy  and  sincere. 

16.  Prayers  are  not  read  out  of  prayer  books,  but  are 
offered  by  members  for  their  actual  daily  needs 
in  ordinary  sincere  language. 

17.  Prophecies  in  the  Scripture  concerning  the  coming 
forth  of  such  a  work  in  the  last  days  are  nu¬ 
merous,  emphatic  and  definite. 

18.  Record  making  and  record  keeping  are  strongly 
featured  by  the  Church  and  its  system  of  keeping 
accounts  of  all  events  and  items  is  accurate. 

19.  Standard  Church  Works  enable  one  to  gain  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God  and  make  practical  use  of  it  in 
every  day  life. 

20.  Testimonies  of  the  truthfulness  of  this  work  have 

been  acquired  and  are  being  declared  by  thou¬ 

sands  who  in  sincerity  have  sought  them. 

21.  Temples,  together  with  their  sacred  and  holy  ordi¬ 
nances  for  this  life  and  for  eternity,  are  estab¬ 
lished  now  the  same  as  in  the  primitive  Church. 

22.  Tithing  is  a  just  law  of  revenue,  being  most  fair 
and  equitable  to  all  as  it  is  exactly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  one's  earnings  and  income. 

23.  Ward  Teaching  is  an  outstanding  feature  which 

promotes  good  will  and  closer  fellowship  and 
cooperation  between  leaders  and  members. 

24.  Word  of  Wisdom,  as  taught  by  this  Church  is 

rightly  named  the  perfect  law  of  health  and  the 
way  to  happiness  and  actual  success  in  life. 

25.  Work  for  all  and  none  idle  who  will  work,  is  the 
aim  of  this  the  true  Church. 


THE  MOTHER 

By  MARTHA  ROGERS,  GeysenriUe,  Calif. 

Once  long  ago  in  Bethlehem 
A  mother  bore  a  Son/ 

Within  a  manger  cold  and  bare 
The  Child's  life  was  begun. 

His  name,  Immanuel  it  shall  be, 

And  blessed  was  that  name/ 

But  little  did  the  mother  know 
How  great  would  be  His  fame 

She  loved  Him  as  a  mother  will 
The  Child  of  her  mother  heart 

And  ever  knelt  in  thanks  to  God 
For  the  honor  that  was  her  part. 

As  if  on  wings  the  time  did  fly  — 

The  Child  to  manhood  grew 

None  was  so  dear  to  her  heart  as  He 
And  none  to  His  God  so  true. 

Ere  long  He  died  upon  the  cross, 

Giving  His  life  for  men. 

Her  heart  was  broken,  but  her  grief  assuaged 
By  the  assurance  they'd  meet  again. 
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O  PIONEERS!  CHOSEN  SPIRITS 


By  OLIVE  GRAY,  Ashokan,  New  York 

You  endured  perseculion  and  many  lrials, 
You  were  brave  until  the  end. 

Your  objective  admitted  no  denials, 

You've  journeyed  'round  the  bend. 

Many  times  the  road  seemed  hard, 

The  load  loo  heavy  to  bear / 

Many  times  your  way  was  barred, 

Your  loved  ones  you  were  called  to  spare. 

O,  wonderful,  wonderful  Pioneers  I 
You  have  crossed  the  prairie  wide/ 

You  have  weathered  all  taunts  and  jeers, 
And  now  you've  reached  the  other  side. 

I  hope  that  there  I  may  meet  you 
At  the  Lord's  great  judgment  day. 

As  you've  done  your  pari  may  I  do  mine  loo, 
In  a  kindly,  courageous  way. 


SPRINGTIME  AND  EASTER 
By  J.  GLEN  LONGHURST,  Canadian  Mission 

Sometimes  a  mere  word  uttered  at  a  crucial  lime 

leads  a  man  into  constructive  action.  Sometimes  a 
strain  of  music  awakens  a  man  from  spiritual  lethargy. 
Sometimes  it  takes  a  great  crisis,  a  gigantic  upheavel 
of  the  earth,  or  even  a  mighty  voice  from  heaven  to 
stir  us  from  the  depths  of  the  common-run  of  life. 
To  one  man  it  requires  one  thing  to  arouse  him,-  to 
another  man  it  demands  something  else.  Perhaps  the 
one  thing  which  arouses  most  men  to  action 

and  an  expansion  of  life  is  the  coming  of  Spring. 
There  is  something  about  its  unheralded  advent  which 
stirs  the  innermost  fibres  of  man's  being/  stirs  him 
within  to  the  extent  that  outwardly  he  becomes  alive 
with  the  desire  to  be  up  and  doing. 

Very  fittingly  and  appropriately  the  Easter  season 
comes  at  this  inspiring  time  of  year.  Nothing  could 
be  more  expressive  of  the  meaning  of  Easter  than 
is  the  lesson  of  the  resurrection  that  is  taught  by  the 
reappearance  of  life  in  the  earth  at  this  glorious  time. 

Plants  which  have  been  dormant  bring  forth  their 

foliage/  birds  return  from  afar  to  lend  their  song  to 
the  praise  of  the  Creator.  May  we  too  bring  forth  a 
new  life  — a  life  of  activity  — and  sing  our  praises  to 
our  Eternal  Father,  that  when  the  great  "Spring"  comes 
we  may  be  among  those  who  are  accounted  worthy  to 
arise  and  join  our  Maker. 


THE  GOSPEL 

By  HAROLD  PIRK,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

You  are  writing  a  Gospel, 

A  chapter  each  day, 

By  the  deeds  that  you  do. 
By  the  things  that  you  say. 
People  read  what  you  write, 
Tho  it  be  false  or  true. 

Say,  what  is  the  Gospel 
According  to  you? 

According  to  me, 

Be  honest  and  true, 

Let  a  Mormon  Church  Elder 
Be  an  example  to  you, 

Do  what  the  Lord 
Would  have  you  to  do, 

That  makes  the  best  Gospel 
For  a  Mormon  and  you. 


By  VERNON  L.  KUNZ,  Eastern  States  Mission 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his  wonders  to 
perform  1"  Whenever  the  Lord  has  had  an  important 
work  to  bring  to  pass  for  the  benefit  of  His  children 
here  upon  this  earth  He  has  sent  a  chosen  spirit,  or 
group  of  spirits,  to  carry  out  the  Divine  purpose. 
Christ,  the  foremost  of  God's  spiritual  children,  sent 
to  establish  among  the  people  the  plan  whereby  man 
might  find  salvation  and  exaltation  in  the  kingdom 
of  God/  Abraham  to  whom  the  Lord  spake  saying, 
"Thou  wast  chosen  before  thou  wast  born/"  Jermiah, 
sanctified  and  ordained  a  prophet  before  coming  to 
this  earth/  and  John  the  Baptist,  called  to  "make  ready 
a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord"  and  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  from  the  time  of  his  birth -each  playing 
his  part  and  foreordained  to  his  important  mission 
in  shaping  the  destiny  of  mankind. 

As  a  more  modern  example  we  may  point  to  the 
Mormon  pioneers.  No  one  can  say  that  they  were 
not  a  group  of  chosen  spirits  brought  forth  in  these 
latter  days  to  brave  the  pillage  of  blood  thirsty  mobs/ 
to  suffer  the  hardships  of  crossing  a  trackless  plain/ 
and  finally,  to  bring  fulfillment  to  the  prophetic  utter¬ 
ance  "and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the 
rose."  Choice  spirits  resided  within  the  tabernacles 
of  those  noble  figures  bent  with  honest  toil.  They 
were  called  of  God  to  give  the  true  Church  of  Christ 
a  foothold,  in  order  that  a  regeneration  of  mankind 
might  be  effected  in  this  the  last  dispensation. 

From  the  pre-earth  world  of  spirits  have  come  the 
"noble  and  great  ones,"  and  they  have  been  made 
the  "rulers"  in  this  earth  life.  These  have  been  sent 
in  every  age  as  messengers  of  truth  among  wicked 
and  discordant  generations/  leaders  to  usher  in  a  new 
and  higher  type  of  civilization/  workers  of  righteous¬ 
ness  in  a  troubled  world.  In  the  Book  of  Mormon 
we  read,  "For  behold,  the  Lord  doth  grant  unto  all 
nations,  of  their  own  nation  and  tongue,  to  teach  his 
word,  yea,  in  wisdom,  all  that  he  seeth  fit  that  they 
should  have." 

We  may  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  leaders  who 
preside  over  this  Church  have  been  called  to  that 
work.  We  need  not  fear  to  follow  their  counsel  and 
advice.  They  have  been  chosen  by  the  Lord  to  lead 
His  Church  right  here  upon  this  earth,  and  to  leach 
us  the  things  which  are  for  our  best  good. 

- - 

PRAYER 


Dear  Lord,  kind  Lord, 

Gracious  Lord!  I  pray 
Thou  wilt  look  on  all  I  love 
Tenderly  today. 

Weed  their  hearts  of  weariness; 

Scatter  every  care, 

Dawn  awake  with  angel  wings 
Winnowing  the  air. 

Bring  unto  the  sorrowing 
All  release  from  pain; 

Let  the  lips  of  laughter 
Overflow  again! 

And  with  all  the  needy, 

Oh !  divide,  I  pray, 

This  vast  treasure  of  content 
That  is  mine  today. 

— James  Whitcomb  Riley. 


The  Twelve  Whom  Jesus  Called 


ANDREW 

ooo 

AS  SET  FORTH  in  previous  articles  Peter,  James  and  John  without  doubt 
held  and  do  hold  first  place  at  the  head  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  called  to  the  ministry  by  the  Savior. 

Certainly  for  first  mention  following  these  three  comes  Andrew,  the  brother 
of  Peter.  His  father  was  Jona,  or  Jonas  and  his  home  was  in  Bethsaida  where 
he  was  engaged  with  Peter  and  James  and  John  in  the  fishing  industry. 

When  we  first  meet  Andrew  he  is  a  disciple  of  John  the  Baptist.  Seeing 
Jesus,  John  announces,  "'Behold  the  Lamb  of  God."  Andrew  and  John,  Zebedee's 
son,  who  heard  this  affirmation  followed  Jesus.  Aware  of  his  being  followed, 
the  Master  turned  about  with  the  inquiry,  "What  seek  ye?"  Either  from  em¬ 
barrassment  or  a  real  desire  to  know,  the  young  men  replied,  "Rabbi,  where 
dwellesi  thou?"  Then  came  the  significant  rejoinder  as  a  cordial  invitation, 
"Come  and  see."  The  young  men  followed  and  spent  the  day  with  Jesus. 

The  influence  radiating  from  the  divine  personality  of  the  Master  was  so 
impressive  and  his  message  so  convincing  that  Andrew  sought  out  his  brother 
Simon  to  whom  he  declared,  "We  have  found  the  Messias,"  or  the  Christ.  Not 
only  did  these  visitors  discover  divinity  in  their  host,  but  the  Master  discovered 
faith  and  character  in  His  guests  and  later  called  them  from  their  nets  to  be 
"fishers  of  men." 

Little  is  known  of  the  life  and  works  of  Andrew  after  his  call.  It  was  his 
privilege  to  sit  with  Peter,  James  and  John  in  private  counsel  with  Jesus  wherein 
they  were  told  of  the  future  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  and  the 
momentous  things  to  happen  then  and  thereafter  as  recorded  in  Mark  13  and 
Matthew  24.  Tradition  tells  us  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  northern  Greece  and 
that  he  suffered  death  by  crucifixion. 


PHILIP 

ooo 

The  day  following  the  visit  of  Peter  and  Andrew,  Jesus  sat  out  for  Galilee 
and  on  the  way  met  Philip  and  gave  to  him  the  authoritative  call,  "Follow  me." 
Philip  gladly  heeded  the  call  and  on  finding  his  friend  Nathaniel,  told  him, 
"We  have  found  him,  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  did  write." 

It  was  Philip  to  whom  the  Lord  queried  as  to  the  feeding  of  the  5,000,  and 
it  was  to  Philip  that  a  party  of  Greeks  applied  for  presentation  to  Jesus.  When 
he  asked  the  Master  to  show  to  him  and  his  brethren  the  Father,  Philip  received 
from  his  Lord  the  mild  reproof,  "Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet 
hast  thou  not  known  me,  Philip?" 

Philip's  home  was  in  Bethsaida,  where  lived  also  Peter  and  Andrew,  and 
James  and  John.  He  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  other  disciples  following 
the  Ascension,  but  little  more  is  known  of  him  and  his  work  in  the  ministry. 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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Conference  Address  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

109th  Annual  Conference,  Thursday,  April  6,  1939 


We  are  the  architects -not 
only  the  architects  but  also  the 
builders  of  our  own  lives.  If 
a  man  knows  the  mind  and 
will  of  the  Lord  and  fails  to 
do  it,  he  is  drifting  away  from 
the  straight  and  narrow  path 
that  leads  to  life  eternal. 


Faith  and  knowledge  without 
practice  are  of  little  value. 
Knowledge  amounts  to  nothing 
unless  put  into  practice. 

"If  there  is  anything  in  a 
belief  which  involves  an  eter¬ 
nity  of  future  existence  there 
is  everything." 


HOLD  IN  MY  HAND  a  letter  from  Brother  Walter  Cox  of  Provo.  He 
has  attended  121  annual  and  semi-annual  conferences.  He  is  82  years 
of  age,  is  a  full  tithe-payer,  and  pays  a  full  Fast  donation.  He  has  not 
spent  five  dollars  on  doctor  bills,  and  has  traveled  25,000  miles  to  attend 
these  conferences.  That  is  a  very  remarkable  record.  I  am  perhaps  safe  in 
saying  that  he  holds  the  record,  never  having  missed  a  conference  in  sixty 
years. 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  here;  very  happy  to  see  this  marvelous  audience.  I 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed — although  statistics  are  a  little  tedious- — the  remarkable  and 
wonderful  report  of  the  accomplishments  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  during  the  past 
year.  I  am  convinced  that  no  other  people  in  all  the  world  can  compare  with  the 
Latter-day  Saints  in  giving  actual,  practical  demonstration  of  faith  in  the  Gospel, 
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of  their  willingness  to  labor  for  it,  and 
of  their  willingness  to  contribute  of  their 
time  and  their  means  for  the  advancement 
and  spread  of  the  Gospel  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  we 
could  do  as  much  as  has  been  reported 
here  today,  running  up  into  the  millions 
of  dollars.  We  had  a  very  severe  and  bad 
year  because  of  the  low  price  of  our  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  yet,  lo  and  behold,  the  actual 
tithes  and  Fast-day  donations,  paid  are 
the  greatest  we  have  had;  better  than  last 
year. 

Expresses  Gratitude 

My  heart  goes  out  in  gratitude  to  all 
those  who  are  working  at  home  and 
abroad  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

I  am  very  thankful  indeed  that  we 
have  the  truth.  I  am  very  grateful  that 
the  Latter-day  Saints  all  over  the  world 
have  a  personal,  individual  and  abiding 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  But  for  that  testi¬ 
mony  men  would  not  think,  or  women 
either,  of  making  the  marvelous  sacrifices 
that  they  do  make  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  the  advancement  of  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

I  have  mentioned  it  time  and  time 
again,  but  I  never  tire  of  referring  to  it, 
that  we  have  been  preaching  the  Gospel 
now  for  over  a  hundred  years,  and  I  have 
yet  to  know  of  any  individual  who  has 
gone  out  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  who  has 
been  converted  to  some  other  faith.  What 
a  marvelous  thing  that  is!  Unless  we  had 
the  truth  this  could  not  have  been  accomp¬ 
lished.  We  have  had  men  of  great  intelli¬ 
gence,  of  great  knowledge,  men  who  have 
been  connected  with  other  churches,  who, 
when  they  heard  the  Gospel  have. received 
it,  and  in  answer  to  their  prayers  and 
supplications  they  have  obtained  individ¬ 
ual  testimonies  of  the  divinity  of  the  work 
in  which  we  as  Latter-day  Saints  are  en¬ 
gaged. 

Orson  Pratt  was  one  of  the  great  as¬ 
tronomers  of  the  world,  one  of  the  great 
mathematicians,  one  of  the  greatest  stu¬ 
dents  of  languages,  a  man  with  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  Bible,  I  believe,  than 
almost  any  other  man  in  his  day  and 
generation  and  when  we  think  of  this 
Gospel  capturing  men  of  that  kind,  it  is  a 
source  of  gratitude  to  us.  I  am  grateful 
when  I  think  of  the  men  who  have  stood 
at  the  head  of  this  Church  and  the  leading 


officials  of  the  same,  giving  their  time  and 
their  talents,  making  sacrifices,  (that  is, 
sacrifices  so  far  as  the  things  of  this  world 
are  concerned) ,  and  having  a  perfect  and 
abiding  knowledge  that  God  lives,  that 
He  hears  and  answers  our  prayers;  having 
a  knowledge,  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt 
that  God  did  appear  to  Joseph  Smith 
and  did  introduce  His  Son  to  him;  having 
a  perfect  knowledge  that  the  Aaronic  and 
Melchizedek  Priesthoods  were  restored  to 
the  earth  by  the  men  who  held  the  keys 
in  the  Meridian  of  Time.  I  am  grateful 
that  the  Savior  appeared  to  Joseph  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the  Kirtland  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  for  the  wonderful  manifestations 
as  recorded  in  the  76th  section  of  the  Doc¬ 
trine  and  Covenants; 

“And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies 
which  have  been  given  of  Him,  this  is 
the  testimony,  last  of  all,  which  we  give 
of  Him:  That  He  lives! 

“For  we  saw  Him,  even  on  the  right 
hand  of  God;  and  we  heard  the  voice 
bearing  record  that  He  is  the  Only  Be¬ 
gotten  of  the  Father — 

“That  by  Him,  and  through  Him,  and 
of  Him,  the  worlds  are  and  were  created, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  begotten 
sons  and  daughters  unto  God.  .  .  . 

“And  this  is  the  Gospel,  the  glad  tid¬ 
ings,  which  the  voice  out  of  the  heavens 
bore  record  unto  us — 

“That  He  came  into  the  world,  even 
Jesus,  to  be  crucified  for  the  world,  and 
to  bear  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  sanc¬ 
tify  the  world,  and  to  cleanse  it  from  all 
unrighteousness. 

“That  through  Him  all  might  be  saved 
whom  the  Father  had  put  into  His  power 
and  made  by  Him; 

“Who  glorifies  the  Father,  and  saves 
all  the  work  of  His  hands,  except  those 
sons  of  perdition  who  deny  the  Son  after 
the  Father  has  revealed  Him." 

Perfect  Knowledge  Needed 

Nothing  short  of  this  perfect  and  abso¬ 
lute  knowledge  that  we  possess  as  a  peo¬ 
ple  would  enable  us  to  accomplish  any¬ 
where  near  the  things  that  we  are  accomp¬ 
lishing.  To  think  that  in  these  days  of 
depression  and  trouble  we  are  able  to  spend 
millions  of  dollars  of  money  to  build 
meetings  houses.  Nearly  every  Sunday, 
for  weeks  at  a  stretch,  I  have  had  to  dedi¬ 
cate  meeting  houses  and  every  time  the 
buildings  have  been  full  to  overflowing 
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with  those  who  have  attended  these  meet¬ 
ings.  People  have  labored  in  some  cases 
for  ten  long  years  in  raising  their  share 
of  the  money  to  build  their  meeting  house. 

We  are  growing  splendidly.  There  is 
a  feeling  of  absolute  confidence;  there  is 
no  fear  on  our  part  of  the  final  triumph 
of  the  work  of  God.  This  is  very  grati¬ 
fying  indeed.  I  can  think  of  nothing 
more  remarkable  than  that  when  the 
Prophet  Joseph  and  his  brother  Hyrum 
and  others  were  sentenced  to  be  shot  by 
a  court  martial,  a  man  was  raised  up  of 
the  Lord  to  defy  the  commanding  officer 
and  who  said  it  was  cold-blooded  murder. 
Then  the  Prophet  was  imprisoned,  with 
others,  where  he  received  what  to  my  mind 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  won¬ 
derful  revelations,  one  of  the  greatest  of  all 
the  revelations  ever  received  by  man. 

I  am  going  to  read  to  you  from  that 
revelation  received  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  while  he  was  imprisoned  in  jail. 
I  am  reading  from  the  121st  section  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  starting  with 
the  thirty-third  verse: 

How  long  can  rolling  waters  remain  im¬ 
pure?  What  power  shall  stay  the  heavens? 
As  well  might  man  stretch  forth  his  puny 
arm  to  stop  the  Missouri  River  in  its  decreed 
course,  or  to  turn  it  upstream,  as  to  hinder 
the  Almighty  from  pouring  down  knowledge 
from  heaven  upon  the  heads  of  the  Latter-day 
Saints. 

Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are 
chosen.  And  why  are  they  not  chosen? 

Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson: 

That  the  rights  of  the  priesthood  are  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  powers  of  heav¬ 
en,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be 
controlled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  righteousness. 

That  they  may  be  conferred  upon  us,  it  is 
true;  but  when  we  undertake  to  cover  our 
sins,  or  to  gratify  our  pride,  our  vain  ambi¬ 
tion,  or  to  exercise  control  or  dominion  or 
compulsion  upon  the  souls  of  the  children 
of  men,  in  any  degree  of  unrighteousness,  be¬ 
hold,  the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  grieved;  and  when  it 
is  withdrawn,  amen  to  the  priesthood  or  the 
authority  of  that  man. 

Behold,  ere  he  is  aware,  he  is  left  unto  him¬ 
self,  to  kick  against  the  pricks,  to  persecute 
the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against  God. 

We  have  learned  by  sad  experience  that  it 
is  the  nature  and  disposition  of  almost  all 
men,  as  soon  as  they  get  a  little  authority, 
as  they  suppose,  they  will  immediately  begin 
to  exercise  unrighteous  dominion. 

Hence,  many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen. 

May  God  help  you  and  me  and  every 


soul  in  this  Church  to  be  chosen,  and  to 
stay  chosen,  in  that  straight  and  narrow 
path  that  leads  to  life  eternal! 

No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be 
maintained  by  virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only 
by  persuasion,  by  long-suffering,  by  gentle¬ 
ness  and  meekness,  and  by  love  unfeigned. 

By  kindness  and  pure  knowledge,  which 
shall  greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without  hypoc¬ 
risy  and  without  guile — 

Reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then 
showing  forth  afterwards  an  increase  of  love 
toward  him  whom  thou  hast  reproved,  lest 
he  esteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy; 

That  he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness  is 
stronger  than  the  cords  of  death. 

Let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity 
towards  all  men,  and  to  the  household  of  faith, 
and  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceas¬ 
ingly;  then  shall  thy  confidence  wax  strong 
in  the  presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine  of 
the  priesthood  shall  distill  upon  thy  soul  as 
the  dews  from  heaven. 

The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant  com¬ 
panion,  and  thy  scepter  an  unchanging  scep¬ 
ter  of  righteousness  and  truth,  and  thy  do¬ 
minion  shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion,  and 
without  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow  unto 
thee  forever  and  ever. 

I  repeat  this  is  one  of  the  most  mar¬ 
velous  revelations  that  we  have,  a  blessing 
from  God  given  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
while  in  a  jail!  I  think  there  is  nothing 
finer  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 
There  can  be  nothing  of  greater  importance 
than  to  exercise  the  priesthood  exactly  as 
it  is  explained  here. 

Lauds  Welfare  Work 

I  am  very  thankful  indeed  for  the  re¬ 
markable  success  of  our  Welfare  work 
thus  far;  I  am  thankful  for  the  devotion 
so  many  are  giving  to  that  work.  I  am 
grateful  to  realize  and  know  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  is  directing  us;  that  He  is 
inspiring  us;  that  He  is  leading  us  by  His 
Spirit;  that  we  as  a  people  are  growing 
in  those  things  that  are  pleasing  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  To  be 
able  in  these  hard  times  to  make  such  a 
report  as  we  have  listened  to  here  today, 
is  certainly  an  inspiration  to  every  Latter- 
day  Saint. 

We  are  the  architects — not  only  the 
architects  but  we  are  also  the  builders  of 
our  own  lives.  If  a  man  knows  the  mind 
and  will  of  the  Lord  and  fails  to  do  it, 
he  is  drifting  away  from  that  straight 
and  narrow  path  that  leads  to  life  eternal. 

I  think  there  is  nothing  finer  that  I 
have  ever  received  in  my  life  from  any¬ 
one  than  a  statement  that  I  received  from 
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my  nearest  and  dearest  friend,  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church,  when  he  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  me  all  the  way  from  London,  ask¬ 
ing  about  Brother  Anthony  W.  Ivins — 
what  had  become  of  him?  This  man 
came  to  my  mother's  home  when  I  was 
a  litle  boy.  He  afterwards  came  and 
boarded  with  us,  and  later  came  with  his 
wife.  His  first  child  was  born  in  our 
home.  He  was  the  best  friend  without 
any  exception  that  I  ever  had  outside  of 
the  Church,  and  he  was  a  loyal,  true 
friend  to  our  people. 

He  said: 

I  have  often  said  to  my  wife  “the  day  will 
come  when  these  two  boys,  Anthony  W.  Ivins 
and  Heber  J.  Grant,  will  be  at  the  head  of 
the  Mormon  Church;  it  is  in  them.,,  You 
are  an  Apostle  and  the  president  of  several 
companies,  but  I  have  never  heard  of  your 
cousin,  and  really  I  expected  him  to  outshine 
you. 

I  wrote  back  and  said: 

Colonel,  your  judgment  is  good.  When  I 
was  made  an  Apostle  I  told  my  wife  and 
mother  that  I  could  not  understand  why  my 
cousin  was  not  chosen,  that  he  had  forgot¬ 
ten  more  than  I  knew. 

When  we  secured  Statehood  I  received  a 
telegram  from  the  Democratic  State  Conven¬ 
tion,  asking,  “Where  can  we  find  Anthony 
Ivins?  We  will  give  him  his  choice  to  be 
nominated  for  the  first  congressman,  now 
that  we  have  Statehood,  or  the  first  gover¬ 
nor.”  I  answered:  “He  is  on  the  Kaibab 
Mountain  selling  the  cattle,  horses  and  prop¬ 
erty  of  his  company.  He  has  accepted  a  call 
of  the  Church  to  go  to  Mexico.”  And  if 
there  is  any  one  place  more  than  another 
that  he  does  not  want  to  go  to,  that  place 
is  Mexico.  He  has  burned  his  bridges,  has 
sold  his  ranch  and  his  home,  and  nothing  in 
the  world  would  tempt  him  to  stay  here  until 
he  is  called  back  again.  Afterwards,  to  show 
that  your  judgment  is  good,  Colonel,  they 
offered  the  governorship  to  me.  I  told  the 
gentleman,  Heber  M.  Wells,  who  was  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  Republican  party:  “Here  is  a 
telegram  that  may  interest  you,”  and  showed 
the  telegram  to  him.  He  said:  “All  right, 
Heber,  if  you  want  that  job  I  shall  resign 
and  campaign  for  you.  What  little  I  have  in 
the  world  you  helped  me  to  obtain.  I  feel 
under  obligations  to  you.”  I  said:  “I  will 
let  you  know  later.” 

I  showed  the  telegram  to  President 
Woodruff.  Those  of  you  who  knew 
Brother  Woodruff  know  that  he  did  not 
speak  very  slowly.  He  said  to  me:  “Why 
do  you  bother  me  with  your  telegram? 
Haven't  you  enough  sense  as  an  Apostle 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  answer  your 
own  telegram,  without  bothering  the 
President  of  the  Church?” 


I  said:  “Thanks.  Thanks.  If  you  had 
wanted  me  to  run  for  this  position  you 
would  have  said  so.  Good  day.” 

I  sent  a  telegram  saying:  “It  will  be 
a  personal  favor  to  me  if  my  name  is  not 
brought  before  the  convention.”  And  it 
never  was. 

I  wanted  that  position  awfully  bad, 
but  I  have  never  seen  the  day  since  I  be¬ 
came  the  president  of  the  Tooele  Stake  of 
Zion,  at  the  time  I  was  not  yet  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  I  did  not  want 
to  know  what  the  President  of  the  Church 
wanted,  and  what  the  leading  officials  of 
the  Church  wanted  me  to  do,  and  that  I 
did  not  want  to  do  whatever  they  would 
have  me  do,  no  matter  what  my  personal 
likes  or  dislikes  might  be.  I  have  sacri¬ 
ficed  my  own  financial  prospects  to  a  great 
extent,  among  them  being  the  one  this 
dear  friend  of  mine  offered  me,  a  little 
job  of  $40,000  a  year  when  the  Church 
was  making  me  an  allowance  in  tithing 
office  orders  of  $3,600.00. 

My  friend  answered  back  and  said: 

My  dear  Heber:  your  nice  long  letter  of 
the  10th  came  duly  to  hand.  Of  course  you 
know,  aside  from  the  long  and  intimate  per¬ 
sonal  friendship  we  have  had  together,  how 
much  I  have  always  been  impressed  with  the 
fineness  and  the  sincerity  of  the  men  and 
women  who  hold  your  faith.  Many  times  and 
oft  I  have  said  in  conversation  that  the  only 
religious  people  I  know  who  live  up  to  their 
professions  are  the  Mormons  of  Utah.  This 
is  true.  This  it  is  that  inspires  respect  even 
where  there  is  a  total  absence  of  belief  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church.  Your  people  carry 
their  beliefs  into  daily  life  and  act  as  if  they 
think  there  is  something  in  them.  I  cannot 
see  how,  as  a  sensible  person,  if  I  had  the 
faith  to  start  with,  I  could  do  otherwise.  For 
if  there  is  anything  in  a  belief  which  involves 
an  eternity  of  future  existence,  there  is  every¬ 
thing. 

And  he  drew  a  big  black  line  under 
the  words  “anything"  and  “everything." 

If  there  is  anything  in  a  belief  which  in¬ 
volves  an  eternity  of  future  existence  there  is 

everything. 

If  you  remember  nothing  that  I  have 
said  here  today  excepting  that  one  sen¬ 
tence  you  will  not  have  come  here  in 
vain  this  morning.  That  statement  is 
an  absolute  fact. 

I  wrote  the  Colonel: 

It  is  a  fact,  it  is  not  a  mere  belief.  The 
promise  of  the  Savior  was,  that  if  any  man 
would  do  the  will  of  the  Father  he  should 
know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God  or 
of  man,  and  we  Latter-day  Saints  know  of  the 
doctrine. 
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But  faith  and  knowledge  without  prac¬ 
tice  are  of  no  value.  All  the  knowledge 
in  the  world  would  not  amount  to  any¬ 
thing  unless  we  put  that  knowledge  into 
actual  practice.  We  are  the  architects  and 
builders  of  our  lives,  and  if  we  fail  to  put 
our  knowledge  into  actual  practice  and  do 
the  duties  that  devolve  upon  us  we  are 
making  a  failure  of  life. 

Invokes  Blessing 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  one  and  all, 
is  my  prayer  for  you.  I  thank  God  that 
I  know  we  have  the  truth.  I  thank  God 
that  I  know  that  he  lives,  that  He  hears 
and  answers  my  prayers,  that  He  guides 
me  by  His  Spirit,  that  He  gives  me  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  His  Spirit  to  know  what  to 
do  and  how  to  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  his 
people  here  on  the  earth.  I  thank  God 
for  the  remark  made  to  me  by  Pres. 
Joseph  F.  Smith — the  last  remark  that  he 
made  before  he  passed  on — "The  Lord 
knows  who  he  wants  to  stand  at  the  head 
of  his  Church,  and  the  Lord  never  makes 
any  mistakes.  The  Lord  bless  you;  the 
Lord  bless  you." 

God  bless  you  one  and  all.  May  we 
never  lose  the  knowledge  that  He  lives, 
that  He  hears  and  answers  our  prayers. 
May  we  grow  in  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Redeemer  and  Savior.  May  we 
grow  in  a  knowledge  that  Joseph  Smith 
was  in  very  deed  a  prophet;  that  the 
revelation  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
given  even  before  the  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized.  has  been  fulfilled  time  and  time 
again;  that  his  name  should  be  known  for 
good  and  evil  all  over  the  world,  and  that 
he  should  suffer  persecutions.  Finally  he 
was  martyred  for  the  cause.  May  we 
be  loyal  and  true  to  that  prophet  and  to 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  my  humble 
prayer,  and  I  ask  it  in  the  name  of  our 
Redeemer,  Amen. 
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We  are  asked  to  announce  that  Sister 
Grace  Gleaton,  Florida  District  Genealogi¬ 
cal  Representative  is  going  to  tour  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi  and  South  Carolina 
to  do  research  work.  Any  Saints  desiring 
research  in  these  states  should  communi¬ 
cate  with  Sister  Gleaton  before  June  1st. 
Address  3516  Nebraska  Ave.,  Tampa.  Fla. 
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ANNUAL  STATISTICAL  REPORT 
PRESENTED 


At  the  opening  session  of  the  General 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Church,  Presi¬ 
dent  David  O.  McKay  presented  the 
names  of  the  General  Authorities  and 
auxiliary  officers  and  the  annual  statis¬ 
tical  report  to  the  assembled  conference. 
Approval  was  unanimous.  Following  are 
the  salient  features  of  the  report; 

First  Presidency 

Heber  J.  Grant,  Prophet,  Seer  and  Reve- 
lator  and  President  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  First  Counselor  in  the 
First  Presidency. 

David  O.  McKay,  Second  Counselor  in  the 
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President  of  the  Council  of  The  Twelve 
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Lund. 

Church  Board  of  Education 
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assistants:  Andrew  Jenson  and  A.  William 
Lund. 

Church  Board  of  Education 

Heber  J.  Grant,  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  David 
O.  McKay,  Rudger  Clawson,  Joseph  Field¬ 
ing  Smith,  Stephen  L  Richards,  Richard  R. 
Lyman,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  Adam  S.  Bennion, 
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Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Franklin  S.  Harris,  Charles 
A.  Callis,  and  Franklin  L.  West. 

Arthur  Winter,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Commissioner  of  Education 
Franklin  L.  West. 

Seminary  Supervisor 
M.  Lynn  Bennion. 

Auditing  Committee 
Orval  W.  Adams,  Albert  E.  Bowen,  George 
S.  Spencer,  and  Harold  H.  Bennett. 

Tabernacle  Choir 

Lester  F.  Hewlett,  president/  J.  Spencer 
Cornwall,  conductor,-  Richard  P.  Condie,  as¬ 
sistant  conductor. 

Organists 

Alexander  Schreiner,  Frank  W.  Asper, 
Wade  N.  Stephens,  assistant. 

Welfare  Committee  Advisers 
Melvin  J.  Ballard,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  A. 
E.  Bowen,  Antoine  R.  Ivins,  John  H.  Taylor, 
the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  General  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Relief  Society. 

Welfare  General  Committee 
Henry  D.  Moyle,  chairman Robert  L.  Judd, 
vice  chairman,-  Harold  B.  Lee,  managing  di¬ 
rector,-  Mark  Austin,  Campbell  M.  Brown, 
Clyde  C.  Edmunds,  Sterling  H.  Nelson, 
William  E.  Ryberg,  Stringham  A.  Stevens 
and  J.  Frank  Ward. 

National  Woman's  Relief  Society 
Louise  Y.  Robison,  president. 

Amy  Brown  Lyman,  first  counselor. 

Kate  M.  Barker,  second  counselor. 

Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 
George  D.  Pyper,  general  superintendent. 
Milton  Bennion,  first  asst.  supt. 

George  R.  Hill,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

George  Q.  Morris,  general  superintendent. 
Joseph  J.  Cannon,  first  asst.  supt. 

Burton  K.  Farnsworth,  second  asst.  supt. 

Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association 

Lucy  Grant  Cannon,  president. 

Helen  Spencer  Williams,  first  counselor. 
Verna  W.  Goddard,  second  counselor. 

Primary  Association 
May  Anderson,  superintendent. 

Isabelle  S.  Ross,  first  asst.  supt. 

Edith  H.  Lambert,  second  asst.  supt. 

General  Statistics 

On  Dec.  31,  1938,  there  were: 


126  stakes  of  Zion  (at  present  time,  127). 

1,036  wards. 

101  independent  branches. 

35  missions  with  957  branches  and  243 
districts. 

The  Church  membership  totals  784,764  of 
which  632,994  are  in  stakes  and  151,770  in 
missions. 

Children  baptized  in  stakes  and  missions 
totaled  15,813  and  converts  baptized  in 
slakes  and  missions  were  8,259. 

Social  Statistics 

Birth  rate,  30.9  per  thousand. 

Marriage  rate,  17.0  per  thousand. 

Death  rate,  6.8  per  thousand. 

Families  owning  their  own  homes,  59.9 
per  cent. 

Church  Welfare  Program 

A  total  expenditure  of  $1,827,371.07  for 
welfare  and  relief  was  made  through  the 
Church  Welfare  Program  and  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Relief  Society.  This  repre¬ 
sents  an  increase  of  $324,916.90  over  the 
previous  year. 

In  addition  the  Church  Welfare  Program 
had  on  hand  in  supplies  and  surpluses  of 
clothing,  canned  foods,  produce  and  fuel, 
an  amount  valued  at  $127,450.  Of  this 
amount  there  were  more  than  1,000,000  cans 
of  fruit  and  vegetables. 


REMISSION  OF  SINS 


It  has  been  shown  that  faith  is  the 
first  principle  of  the  Gospel,  and  repent¬ 
ance — the  forsaking  of  sin,  is  the  second, 
and  it  is  now  necessary  to  present  the 
third  principle,  which  is  remission  of  sins. 
The  popular  idea  of  modern  Christendom 
is  that  repentance  of  itself  brings  remis¬ 
sion  of  sins.  That  is  another  serious 
mistake.  Payment  of  debts  is  not  brought 
about  by  simply  ceasing  to  get  credit; 
determination  to  sin  no  more  does  not 
wipe  out  sins  already  committed.  God  is 
a  being  of  order  and  law.  He  has  insti¬ 
tuted  the  means  whereby  each  sinner  may 
receive  a  cleansing  from  the  past.  His  laws 
are  as  uniform  in  the  spiritual  world  as 
in  the  natural  world;  obedience  to  those 
laws  is  as  necessary  in  one  sphere  as  in  the 
other.  Remission  of  sins  comes  to  the 
repentant  believer  through  baptism,  when 
it  is  performed  by  divine  direction  and 
under  divine  authority. — Pres.  Charles 
W .  Penrose. 
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Church  Events  of  Missionary  Interest 


s. - - - 

New  President  For  Northern  States  Mission 

The  appointment  of  Leo  J.  Muir,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Los  Angeles  Stake,  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Northern  States  Mission,  with 
headquarters  at  Chicago,  is  announced  this 
week  through  the  office  of  the  First  Presi¬ 
dency. 

President  Muir  will  succeed  President 
Bryant  S.  Hinckley  who  has  presided  over 
the  mission  for  the  past  three  years.  The 
new  mission  president  has  been  at  the 
head  of  the  Los  Angeles  Stake  since  1927 
and  for  four  years  prior  to  that  time,  was 
a  counselor  to  President  George  W.  Mc- 
Cune,  the  first  president  of  the  stake. 

Before  making  his  home  in  California 
President  Muir  was  for  12  years  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Davis  County  High  School 
in  Utah  and  was  also  State  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  public  instruction. 


"The  Miracle  Of  Salt  Lake"  Presented 
To  Church 

A  complete  recording  of  the  recent  mo¬ 
tion  picture  short  “The  Miracle  of  Salt 
Lake"  was  this  week  presented  to  the 
Church,  as  an  addition  to  its  histrical 
archives.  The  presentation  was  made  to 
President  Heber  J.  Grant  and  President 
David  O.  McKay  by  representatives  of 
the  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Studios.  The 
short  recently  was  shown  in  most  of  the 
moving  picture  theatres  of  this  country 
and  several  foreign  countries,  where  it  has 
been  seen  by  millions  of  people. 


The  story  of  the  short  subject  deals 
with  the  Pioneer  trek  to  Salt  Lake  City 
and  the  theme  is  of  the  well-known  in¬ 
cident  of  the  crickets  and  the  seagulls 
which  occurred  in  the  Salt  Lake  Valley 
in  the  fall  of  1848. 

It  is  possible  a  second  recording  of 
this  feature  may  be  used  by  the  Church 
during  the  summer  at  the  San  Francisco 
Exposition. 


Elder  Smith  Goes  To  Europe 

Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  of  the 
Council  of  The  Twelve,  and  Mrs.  Smith 
left  Salt  Lake  City  this  week  to  begin  a 
tour  of  the  European  Missions.  They 
will  attend  conferences  in  Germany,  the 
Netherlands,  the  British  Mission  and  also 
attend  the  dedication  of  the  Sheffield 
Branch  Chapel.  They  will  also  attend 
the  conference  of  all  European  Mission 
Presidents  to  be  held  in  Switzerland  in 
June.  Elder  and  Mrs.  Smith  will  be 
away  from  Salt  Lake  City  about  five 
months  in  the  completion  of  this  tour. 


Elder  Hardy  On  Way  To  Tahiti 

Elder  Rufus  K.  Hardy,  of  the  First 
Council  of  Seventy,  is  no  doubt  by  the 
time  of  this  printing  enroute  on  a  freight 
steamer  for  the  Tahitian  Mission.  By 
reason  of  missing  a  previous  boat  Elder 
Hardy  was  privileged  to  return  to  Salt 
Lake  City  for  the  General  Conference  last 
week  and  then  returned  to  California  to 
await  a  second  boat. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  IN  FULFILLMENT 
OF  PROPHECY 


April  26  of  this  year  marks  the  cen¬ 
tennial  of  a  call  to  foreign  missionary 
service. 

This  date  is  significant  because  of  its 
marking  the  time  of  preparation  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Twelve  to  carry  the 
Gospel  abroad.  But  that  is  not  the  most 
remarkable  thing  about  it.  On  the  8th 
of  July,  1838,  when  the  Saints  were  en¬ 
joying  comparative  peace  in  Far  West, 
there  came  a  revelation  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  wherein  the  Lord  said: 

Next  spring  let  them  (the  Twelve)  depart 
to  go  over  the  great  waters,  and  there  pro¬ 
mulgate  my  gospel,  the  fullness  thereof,  and 


bear  record  of  my  name.  Let  them  take  leave 
of  my  saints  in  the  city  of  Far  West,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  April  next,  on  the  building- 
spot  of  my  house,  saith  the  Lord. 

Between  the  date  on  which  this  revela¬ 
tion  and  commandment  was  received  and 
that  set  for  its  fulfillment  many  things 
happened.  The  storms  of  hatred  and 
persecution  broke  out  in  diabolical  fury. 
The  Saints  had  been  disarmed,  pillaged, 
and  put  under  siege.  Their  Prophet  and 
President  was  languishing  in  jail.  Many 
of  the  Saints  had  been  slain  and  a  gov¬ 
ernor’s  exterminating  order  had  been  de¬ 
clared  against  them.  Far  West  had  been 
evacuated  and  it  was  worth  a  Mormon’s 
life  to  appear  in  the  neighborhood. 

(Concluded  on  page  513) 
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has  run  for  ten  years  and  more,  and  from 
11  to  11:30  o'clock  the  Church  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Columbia  Church  of  the  Air 
Program,  broadcast  all  over  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada,  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.  speaking  on  “The  Home — 
Fundamental  to  Our  Civil  and  Religious 
Life." 

The  special  Priesthood  meeting  in  the 
Temple  was  also  an  unusual  feature  of 
this  conference.  There  2,000  men — Gen¬ 
eral  Authorities,  mission  presidents,  stake 
presidents  and  ward  bishops,  assembled 
by  special  invitation  and  participated  in 
a  spiritual  feast,  inspired  instruction,  and 
rededication  to  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

The  financial  and  statistical  report  of 
the  Church  read  by  President  McKay  was 
such  as  to  stir  the  pride  and  make  glad 
the  heart  of  every  loyal  Latter-day  Saint. 
It  showed  a  pleasing  growth,  both  from 
without  and  from  within  and  presented 
a  financial  status  of  freedom  from  debt, 
all  Church  properties  unencumbered,  as  a 
worthy  example  to  members  and  non¬ 
members,  individuals,  communities,  states 
and  nations. 

The  sermons  and  testimonies  of  the 
General  Authorities  and  mission  presi¬ 
dents  were  encouraging  and  soul  inspir¬ 
ing.  So  many  and  diversified  were  they 
that  they  seemed  to  cover  the  entire  field 
of  thought — spiritual,  moral  and  eco¬ 
nomic. 

At  the  Priesthood  meeting  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  the  Tabernacle  was  literally  filled 
with  men  and  boys,  hundreds  standing 
throughout  the  session.  For  the  general 
sessions  Sunday  there  were  thousands  who 
could  not  gain  entrance.  It  makes  one 
wonder  if  the  time  is  approaching  when 
another  and  even  greater  tabernacle  shall 
be  built. 

The  Sunday  School  conference  Sunday 
evening  took  the  form  of  a  symphonic 
narration  of  the  life,  sacrifice  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  Savior.  The  body  of  the 
Tabernacle  was  darkened  and  colored 
lights  were  thrown  upon  the  great  organ, 
the  B.  Y.  U.  orchestra  and  the  Ogden 
choir  whose  beautiful  music  intersperced 
the  narration  of  the  Divine  life,  its  sacri¬ 
fice  and  final  triumph.  We  are  sorry  for 
those  who  could  not  obtain  entrance  to 
this  impressive  service. 

As  usual  it  was  an  unusually  good  con¬ 
ference.  We  wish  all  our  readers  could 
have  been  there.  Bit  by  bit  we  shall  give 


you  in  these  columns  what  we  can  of  the 
spiritual  food  there  spread  before  the 
Saints.  E.  L.  M. 


CHURCH  APPROVES  PLANS  FOR  TEMPLE 
AT  IDAHO  FALLS 


Preliminary  plans  for  the  new  temple 
to  be  built  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  have 
been  approved  by  the  First  Presidency  and 
the  architects  are  instructed  to  proceed 
with  detailed  specifications  and  construc¬ 
tion  plans. 

The  temple  will  be  located  on  a  very 
fine  five-acre  block  just  north  of  the 
L.  D.  S.  hospital  on  the  Snake  River. 
The  construction  will  be  reinforced  con¬ 
crete,  modern  in  design  and  expressive  of 
simplicity,  utility  and  sturdy  character. 
The  building  will  be  so  designed  and 
equipped  as  to  lend  itself  to  all  temple 
needs  and  conveniences  and  will  have  ca¬ 
pacity  for  companies  of  150  participants. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  AND  PROPHECY 

(Concluded  from  page  511) 

Enemies  of  the  Church  avowed  that 
this  prophecy  of  Joseph  Smith  would 
surely  fail  for  it  named  date  and  place 
for  fulfillment.  However,  shortly  after 
midnight,  in  the  darkness  of  early  morn¬ 
ing  on  April  26,  1839,  there  appeared  on 
this  chosen  spot  a  small  group  of  loyal 
and  courageous  Saints.  Among  them  were 
Apostles  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kim¬ 
ball,  Orson  Pratt,  John  E.  Page  and  John 
Taylor  and  Elders  Wilford  Woodruff 
and  George  A.  Smith.  The  latter  two 
brethren  had  been  called  and  approved  for 
membership  in  the  Quorum  and  they  were 
there  and  then  ordained.  Besides  these 
ordinations  there  were  other  items  of 
Church  business  attended  to,  prayers  of¬ 
fered,  songs  sung  and  the  corner  stone  of 
the  temple  laid. 

The  brethren  of  the  Twelve  then  took 
their  leave  of  the  Saints,  going  to  Illinois 
where  they  set  about  preparing  for  their 
missions  abroad. 

We  have  no  room  here  for  further 
discussion,  but  let  the  reader  ponder  what 
has  come  from  the  great  missionary  move¬ 
ment  fostered  by  the  Church  since  these 
brethren  began  thir  work,  in  fulfillment 
of  prophecy,  a  hundred  years  ago.  E.  L.  M. 
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General  Conference 


ANOTHER  general  assembly  of  the 
Church  has  gone  into  history.  It 
k  was  the  109th  Annual  Conference 
and  was  convened  on  the  6th  of  April, 
the  109th  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  Church. 

Preceding  the  General  Conference  was 
the  conference  of  the  Relief  Society  held 
in  the  Tabernacle  on  the  4th  and  5th. 
As  the  sisters  assembled  in  these  meetings 
the  thought  forced  itself  upon  us  “where 
shall  the  brethren  find  place  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference/'  for  the  great  Taber¬ 
nacle  was  filled  almost  to  capacity  by  the 
women. 

A  most  pleasing  and  impressive  feature 
of  this  conference  was  the  choir  of  1200 
Singing  Mothers.  The  beauty  of  their  ap¬ 
pearance  and  the  sweetness  of  their  music 
was  such  as  to  stir  the  souls  of  all. 

In  the  closing  session  of  the  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  Conference,  Elder  Richard  R.  Lyman 
addressed  the  assembly  as  representative 
of  the  First  Presidency  and  was  lavish  in 
his  praise  and  commendation  of  the  sac¬ 
rifice  and  fidelity  of  the  sisters. 

The  General  Conference  convened  at 
10  o’clock  the  morning  of  April  6th  and 
continued  through  two  sessions  each  day 
of  the  6th,  7th  and  9th.  On  Saturday, 
the  8th,  there  was  a  meeting  pertaining 
to  Church  Welfare  Program,  an  Aaronic 
Priesthood  Convention  and  a  Special 
Priesthood  meeting  in  the  Temple  As¬ 
sembly  Room.  General  Priesthood  meeting 
and  Primary  Conference  were  held  on 
Friday  evening,  the  7th,  and  Sunday 
School  Conference  Sunday  evening,  the 
9th. 

As  the  great  throng  crowded  the  Tab¬ 
ernacle  Thursday  morning  for  the  open¬ 
ing  session  of  the  General  Conference,  it 
was  pleasing  to  note  the  presence  behind 
the  three  pulpits  of  the  entire  corps  of 
the  General  Authorities.  The  sessions 


of  this  day,  as  with  those  of  the  Relief 
Society  Conference,  were  enriched  by  the 
sweetness  of  song  of  the  1200  Singing 
Mothers. 

Music  was  furnished  on  Friday  by  the 
Nebo  Stake  choirs  and  on  Sunday  we 
were  thrilled  by  the  famous  Tabernacle 
Choir.  In  the  General  Priesthood  Con¬ 
ference  the  Seventies’  Chorus  sang  for  us, 
and  a  most  pleasing  part  of  the  Sunday 
School  Conference  Sunday  evening  was 
music  by  the  Symphony  Orchestra  of  the 
Brigham  Young  University  and  the  great 
Ogden  Choir. 

In  spite  of  his  recent  illness,  President 
Grant  presided  at  most  of  the  sessions  of 
the  conference  and  with  his  characteristi¬ 
cally  vibrant  and  clear  sounding  voice  ad¬ 
dressed  the  assembly  in  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion. 

There  were  a  few  special  features  of 
this  conference  to  which  we  would  call 
attention: 

Conference  convened  on  the  109th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Church;  also  on  what  Latter-day  Saints 
look  upon  as  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  our  Lord.  Sessions  were  held  on  days 
commemorating  His  crucifixion  and  His 
breaking  the  bonds  of  death  in  His  tri¬ 
umphal  resurrection.  The  month  of  this 
conference  marks  the  centennial  annivers¬ 
ary  of  the  call  of  the  Apostles  to  foreign 
missions.  As  we  sat  in  this  conference 
our  minds  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  100 
years  ago  at  that  time  the  Prophet  of  the 
Lord  was  languishing  in  Liberty  jail  and 
while  there  had,  a  few  days  before,  re¬ 
ceived  by  Divine  inspiration  that  priceless 
revelation  containd  in  the  121st  section 
of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

One  hour  of  the  Sunday  morning  ses¬ 
sion  was  given  to  radio  broadcast.  From 
10:30  to  11  o’clock  was  the  usual  Tab¬ 
ernacle  Choir  and  Organ  program,  which 
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has  run  for  ten  years  and  more,  and  from 
11  to  11:30  o’clock  the  Church  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Columbia  Church  of  the  Air 
Program,  broadcast  all  over  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada,  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.  speaking  on  “The  Home — 
Fundamental  to  Our  Civil  and  Religious 
Life/' 

The  special  Priesthood  meeting  in  the 
Temple  was  also  an  unusual  feature  of 
this  conference.  There  2,000  men — Gen¬ 
eral  Authorities,  mission  presidents,  stake 
presidents  and  ward  bishops,  assembled 
by  special  invitation  and  participated  in 
a  spiritual  feast,  inspired  instruction,  and 
rededication  to  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

The  financial  and  statistical  report  of 
the  Church  read  by  President  McKay  was 
such  as  to  stir  the  pride  and  make  glad 
the  heart  of  every  loyal  Latter-day  Saint. 
It  showed  a  pleasing  growth,  both  from 
without  and  from  within  and  presented 
a  financial  status  of  freedom  from  debt, 
all  Church  properties  unencumbered,  as  a 
worthy  example  to  members  and  non¬ 
members,  individuals,  communities,  states 
and  nations. 

The  sermons  and  testimonies  of  the 
General  Authorities  and  mission  presi¬ 
dents  were  encouraging  and  soul  inspir¬ 
ing.  So  many  and  diversified  were  they 
that  they  seemed  to  cover  the  entire  field 
of  thought — spiritual,  moral  and  eco¬ 
nomic. 

At  the  Priesthood  meeting  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  the  Tabernacle  was  literally  filled 
with  men  and  boys,  hundreds  standing 
throughout  the  session.  For  the  general 
sessions  Sunday  there  were  thousands  who 
could  not  gain  entrance.  It  makes  one 
wonder  if  the  time  is  approaching  when 
another  and  even  greater  tabernacle  shall 
be  built. 

The  Sunday  School  conference  Sunday 
evening  took  the  form  of  a  symphonic 
narration  of  the  life,  sacrifice  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  Savior.  The  body  of  the 
Tabernacle  was  darkened  and  colored 
lights  were  thrown  upon  the  great  organ, 
the  B.  Y.  U.  orchestra  and  the  Ogden 
choir  whose  beautiful  music  intersperced 
the  narration  of  the  Divine  life,  its  sacri¬ 
fice  and  final  triumph.  We  are  sorry  for 
those  who  could  not  obtain  entrance  to 
this  impressive  service. 

As  usual  it  was  an  unusually  good  con¬ 
ference.  We  wish  all  our  readers  could 
have  been  there.  Bit  by  bit  we  shall  give 


you  in  these  columns  what  we  can  of  the 
spiritual  food  there  spread  before  the 
Saints.  E.  L.  M. 


CHURCH  APPROVES  PLANS  FOR  TEMPLE 
AT  IDAHO  FALLS 


Preliminary  plans  for  the  new  temple 
to  be  built  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  have 
been  approved  by  the  First  Presidency  and 
the  architects  are  instructed  to  proceed 
with  detailed  specifications  and  construc¬ 
tion  plans. 

The  temple  will  be  located  on  a  very 
fine  five-acre  block  just  north  of  the 
L.  D.  S.  hospital  on  the  Snake  River. 
The  construction  will  be  reinforced  con¬ 
crete,  modern  in  design  and  expressive  of 
simplicity,  utility  and  sturdy  character. 
The  building  will  be  so  designed  and 
equipped  as  to  lend  itself  to  all  temple 
needs  and  conveniences  and  will  have  ca¬ 
pacity  for  companies  of  150  participants. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  AND  PROPHECY 

(Concluded  from  page  511) 

Enemies  of  the  Church  avowed  that 
this  prophecy  of  Joseph  Smith  would 
surely  fail  for  it  named  date  and  place 
for  fulfillment.  However,  shortly  after 
midnight,  in  the  darkness  of  early  morn¬ 
ing  on  April  26,  1839,  there  appeared  on 
this  chosen  spot  a  small  group  of  loyal 
and  courageous  Saints.  Among  them  were 
Apostles  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kim¬ 
ball,  Orson  Pratt,  John  E.  Page  and  John 
Taylor  and  Elders  Wilford  Woodruff 
and  George  A.  Smith.  The  latter  two 
brethren  had  been  called  and  approved  for 
membership  in  the  Quorum  and  they  were 
there  and  then  ordained.  Besides  these 
ordinations  there  were  other  items  of 
Church  business  attended  to,  prayers  of¬ 
fered,  songs  sung  and  the  corner  stone  of 
the  temple  laid. 

The  brethren  of  the  Twelve  then  took 
their  leave  of  the  Saints,  going  to  Illinois 
where  they  set  about  preparing  for  their 
missions  abroad. 

We  have  no  room  here  for  further 
discussion,  but  let  the  reader  ponder  what 
has  come  from  the  great  missionary  move¬ 
ment  fostered  by  the  Church  since  these 
brethren  began  thir  work,  in  fulfillment 
of  prophecy,  a  hundred  years  ago.  E.  L.  M. 
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has  run  for  ten  years  and  more,  and  from 
11  to  11:30  o’clock  the  Church  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Columbia  Church  of  the  Air 
Program,  broadcast  all  over  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada,  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark,  Jr.  speaking  on  “The  Home — 
Fundamental  to  Our  Civil  and  Religious 
Life.” 

The  special  Priesthood  meeting  in  the 
Temple  was  also  an  unusual  feature  of 
this  conference.  There  2,000  men — Gen¬ 
eral  Authorities,  mission  presidents,  stake 
presidents  and  ward  bishops,  assembled 
by  special  invitation  and  participated  in 
a  spiritual  feast,  inspired  instruction,  and 
rededication  to  the  service  of  the  Lord. 

The  financial  and  statistical  report  of 
the  Church  read  by  President  McKay  was 
such  as  to  stir  the  pride  and  make  glad 
the  heart  of  every  loyal  Latter-day  Saint. 
It  showed  a  pleasing  growth,  both  from 
without  and  from  within  and  presented 
a  financial  status  of  freedom  from  debt, 
all  Church  properties  unencumbered,  as  a 
worthy  example  to  members  and  non¬ 
members,  individuals,  communities,  states 
and  nations. 

The  sermons  and  testimonies  of  the 
General  Authorities  and  mission  presi¬ 
dents  were  encouraging  and  soul  inspir¬ 
ing.  So  many  and  diversified  were  they 
that  they  seemed  to  cover  the  entire  field 
of  thought — spiritual,  moral  and  eco¬ 
nomic. 

At  the  Priesthood  meeting  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  the  Tabernacle  was  literally  filled 
with  men  and  boys,  hundreds  standing 
throughout  the  session.  For  the  general 
sessions  Sunday  there  were  thousands  who 
could  not  gain  entrance.  It  makes  one 
wonder  if  the  time  is  approaching  when 
another  and  even  greater  tabernacle  shall 
be  built. 

The  Sunday  School  conference  Sunday 
evening  took  the  form  of  a  symphonic 
narration  of  the  life,  sacrifice  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  the  Savior.  The  body  of  the 
Tabernacle  was  darkened  and  colored 
lights  were  thrown  upon  the  great  organ, 
the  B.  Y.  U.  orchestra  and  the  Ogden 
choir  whose  beautiful  music  intersperced 
the  narration  of  the  Divine  life,  its  sacri¬ 
fice  and  final  triumph.  We  are  sorry  for 
those  who  could  not  obtain  entrance  to 
this  impressive  service. 

As  usual  it  was  an  unusually  good  con¬ 
ference.  We  wish  all  our  readers  could 
have  been  there.  Bit  by  bit  we  shall  give 


you  in  these  columns  what  we  can  of  the 
spiritual  food  there  spread  before  the 
Saints.  E.  L.  M. 


CHURCH  APPROVES  PLANS  FOR  TEMPLE 
AT  IDAHO  FALLS 


Preliminary  plans  for  the  new  temple 
to  be  built  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  have 
been  approved  by  the  First  Presidency  and 
the  architects  are  instructed  to  proceed 
with  detailed  specifications,  and  construc¬ 
tion  plans. 

The  temple  will  be  located  on  a  very 
fine  five-acre  block  just  north  of  the 
L.  D.  S.  hospital  on  the  Snake  River. 
The  construction  will  be  reinforced  con¬ 
crete,  modern  in  design  and  expressive  of 
simplicity,  utility  and  sturdy  character. 
The  building  will  be  so  designed  and 
equipped  as  to  lend  itself  to  all  temple 
needs  and  conveniences  and  will  have  ca¬ 
pacity  for  companies  of  150  participants. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  AND  PROPHECY 

( Concluded  from  page  511) 

Enemies  of  the  Church  avowed  that 
this  prophecy  of  Joseph  Smith  would 
surely  fail  for  it  named  date  and  place 
for  fulfillment.  However,  shortly  after 
midnight,  in  the  darkness  of  early  morn¬ 
ing  on  April  26,  1839,  there  appeared  on 
this  chosen  spot  a  small  group  of  loyal 
and  courageous  Saints.  Among  them  were 
Apostles  Brigham  Young,  Heber  C.  Kim¬ 
ball,  Orson  Pratt,  John  E.  Page  and  John 
Taylor  and  Elders  Wilford  Woodruff 
and  George  A.  Smith.  The  latter  two 
brethren  had  been  called  and  approved  for 
membership  in  the  Quorum  and  they  were 
there  and  then  ordained.  Besides  these 
ordinations  there  were  other  items  of 
Church  business  attended  to,  prayers  of¬ 
fered,  songs  sung  and  the  corner  stone  of 
the  temple  laid. 

The  brethren  of  the  Twelve  then  took 
their  leave  of  the  Saints,  going  to  Illinois 
where  they  set  about  preparing  for  their 
missions  abroad. 

We  have  no  room  here  for  further 
discussion,  but  let  the  reader  ponder  what 
has  come  from  the  great  missionary  move¬ 
ment  fostered  by  the  Church  since  these 
brethren  began  thir  work,  in  fulfillment 
of  prophecy,  a  hundred  years  ago.  E.  L.  M. 
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EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION 

WM.  T.  TEW,  JR.,  President 

During  the  month  of  March  President  William  T. 
Tew,  together  with  Elder  J.  Robert  Buswell,  mission 
supervisor  of  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  work  and  special  mission 
representative,  and  Sister  Virginia  Riches,  mission 
supervisor  of  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A.  and  also  Miss  Merlene 
Tew,  daughter  of  the  president,  toured  the  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  Districts  holding  branch  and  dis¬ 
trict  conferences  along  with  M.  I.  A.  activity  district 
programs  and  banquets.  41  sessions  of  such  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  wide-spread 
interest  in  Church  activities.  The  advertising  that  had 
been  done  regarding  these  meetings  in  newspapers 

and  other  sources  seemed  to  bring  many  investigators 
out  to  enjoy  the  same.  They  were  greatly  impressed 
by  the  meetings,  in  fact  there  appeared  to  be  an 
increased  devotion  and  spirituality  developing  among 
the  members  of  the  Church  in  these  districts. 

On  March  18  a  district  M.  I.  A.  activity  meeting 
was  held  in  Roanoke,  Virginia,  culminating  in  the 
evening  in  a  very  profitable  and  well-arranged  ban¬ 
quet  held  at  the  Roanoke  Women's  Club  rooms.  The 
tables  were  decorated  in  an  array  of  spring  flowers 

and  the  cheerful  toasts  and  program  numbers  given, 
left  a  feeling  of  joy  in  the  hearts  of  everyone.  A 

large  number  of  non-members  were  present  at  the 
banquet  and  during  the  program  of  the  evening  many 
things  were  done  and  said  which  created  a  good 

impression  in  their  minds. 

The  following  Saturday  evening,  March  25,  another 
district  banquet  was  held  in  the  Burlington,  N.  C.,  Hill- 
crest  High  School  cafeteria  and  auditorium.  More 
than  150  persons  were  served.  The  tables  were  dec¬ 
orated  with  daffodils  and  tulips  and  gold  and  green 
candles,  and  the  gold  and  green  place  cards,  pro¬ 
grams,  napkins,  and  nutbaskets,  perfectly  carried  out 
the  M.  I.  A.  color  scheme.  Even  the  menu,  which 
included  golden  sweet  potatoes  and  green  pineapple 
rings,  carried  out  these  colors.  Among  the  special 
program  numbers  rendered  was  a  violin  *  solo  by 
Brother  Ditmer  and  a  toast  to  men  by  Sister  Ditmer, 
both  of  whom  are  Utah  people  now  teaching  in  the 
Greenville,  N.  C.  College.  Many  community  songs 
were  sung  climaxing  the  evening  with  the  famous 
M.  I.  A.  victory  song  "Carry  On."  It  was  done  in 
such  a  vigorous,  wholehearted  way  that  the  souls  of 
all  who  were  present  were  literally  lifted  to  higher 
levels  of  thinking  and  bolstered  up  with  new  de¬ 
terminations  to  carry  on!  Following  the  lovely  ban¬ 
quet,  social  games  were  enjoyed  by  all  in  the  audi¬ 
torium  that  was  decorated  beautifully  with  gold  and 
green  streamers  and  balloons. 

The  following  day  three  sessions  of  district  con¬ 
ference  were  held  at  Durham  climaxing  the  month's 
tour  with  a  great  spiritual  uplift.  More  than  275 
people  were  present  at  each  of  the  first  two  sessions, 
10  a.  m.  and  2  p.  m.,  and  the  evening  session  was 


also  well  attended.  On  the  return  trip  a  meeting  was 
held  in  Kingsport,  Tennessee. 

During  the  conference  at  Durham,  N.  C.,  a  step 
forward  was  taken  in  the  organization  of  a  district 
presidency -the  first  organization  of  the  type  to  take 
form  in  this  mission,  thus  putting  this  district  prac¬ 
tically  on  a  stake  basis.  Elder  James  L.  Bennett,  a 
prominent  Church  leader  in  Durham  and  president 
of  the  Durham  Branch,  was  chosen  as  district  presi¬ 
dent.  He  chose  for  his  counselors,  Attorney  David 
L.  Hiatt  of  Mt.  Airy,  and  Kenneth  L.  Duke,  of  Duke 
University.  Sister  Neara  Smith  of  Duke  University 
was  chosen  as  district  clerk  and  Brother  C.  V.  (Rich¬ 
ard)  Bennett,  associated  with  the  music  department  of 
Duke  University,  was  chosen  as  district  music  super¬ 
visor.  Other  district  councilmen  and  district  super¬ 
visors  are  in  course  of  selection.  We  feel  that  a 
new  surge  forward,  looking  toward  better  conditions, 
will  result  from  this  step. 

VIRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT:  -  Delmer  E.  Simpson, 
President. 

"All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and 
is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousness.  That  the  man  of  God 
may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works." 

In  the  several  sessions  of  conference  held  in  this 
district  during  the  past  month  the  true  meaning  of 
this  scripture  has  been  very  effectively  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  both  members  and  non-members. 
The  realization  of  our  great  responsibility  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  world  after  we  ourselves  know  and  have 
accepted  the  truth  has  been  more  deeply  emplanted 
on  our  consciences,  also  our  hunger  and  thirst  for 
knowledge  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  in¬ 
spired  works  of  our  beloved  mission  president.  We 
rejoice  that  the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  fulfill  his  promise 
made  in  the  sixty-eighth  section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.* 

"And  whatsoever  they  shall  speak  when  moved 
upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  scripture,  shall  be 
the  will  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
shall  be  the  word  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  the  voice  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation." 

The  series  of  conferences  held  within  the  district 
the  past  month  reached  the  climax  when  three  very 
inspirational  sessions  were  held  in  Richmond,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  March  5.  Truth,  the  theme  of  the  conference, 
had  its  origin  in  the  soul  stirring  discourses  delvered 
during  the  morning  session  and  continued  throughout 
the  day.  The  presence  of  the  Spirit  was  keenly  felt 
and  appreciated  by  all  in  attendance  which  numbered 
about  three  hundred  at  each  session.  The  sessions 
held  in  the  other  branches  of  this  district  also  were 
very  successful.  Besides  the  three  held  in  Richmond, 
one  session  was  held  in  Charlottesville,  one  in  Peters¬ 
burg,  and  one  in  Portsmouth.  Branch  conferences 
were  held  in  Oilville,  Beaverdam,  and  Bumpass  by 
the  District  President  and  the  Elders. 

The  fact  that  many  of  the  conference  sessions  were 
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attended  by  large  groups  of  non-members  whose  num¬ 
ber  in  some  cases  far  exceeded  that  of  the  past,  was 
very  encouraging  to  both  the  missionaries  and  mem¬ 
bers,  and  did  much  to  inspire  them  on  to  increased 
activity.  We  feel  that  much  of  the  increase  in  at¬ 
tendance  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  local  missionaries 
working  among  their  friends  and  neighbors. 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT:  -  Allan  C.  Woolley, 
President. 

The  past  month  has  been  a  very  active  one  for  the 
missionaries  of  this  district.  We  have  been  privileged 
to  have  Elder  Kenneth  L.  Unsworth  and  Elder  Sherman 
H.  Dangerfield  touring  the  district  with  the  episodes 
of  the  "Fullness  of  Times."  Many  large  groups  of 
people  have  heard  these  soul  inspiring  programs.  The 
purpose  and  message  of  Mormonism  is  being  spread 
and  taught  to  many  people  through  this  type  of  meet¬ 
ing.  The  success  of  these  programs  is  due  in  part 
to  the  zeal  and  determination  of  the  missionaries  and 
the  helping  hand  of  our  Heavenly  Father  which  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  who  seek  him. 

On  March  18  President  Wm.  T.  Tew  began  a  tour  of 
the  district,  Roanoke  being  his  first  stop.  A  district 
M.  I.  A.  activity  program  was  held  where  much 
talent  was  displayed  in  speaking,  music,  song,  drama, 
and  retold  stories.  The  annual  M.  I.  A.  banquet  was 
held  in  the  evening.  A  very  well  prepared  program 
was  given,  portraying  the  ideals  and  teachings  of  the 
restored  Church.  Sunday,  March  19,  three  sessions 
of  general  conference  were  held.  Much  spiritual  in¬ 
struction  was  received.  All  those  who  attended  re¬ 
turned  to  their  homes  with  a  greater  desire  and  de¬ 
termination  to  live  the  Gospel  and  teach  those  they 
come  in  contact  with  each  day. 

The  district  has  lost  two  very  capable  missionaries 
but  is  glad  to  report  that  they  have  been  replaced 
with  other  promising  missionaries.  We  wish  them 
all  much  success  in  their  many  endeavors.  Elders 
Harris  and  Hoyal  are  laboring  in  Danville;  Curtis 
and  Myers  in  Pulaski,-  Dial  and  Lester  in  Waynesboro. 
Sisters  Hull  and  Nance  are  doing  a  bit  of  country  work 
and  Elders  Sanders  and  Woolley  are  in  Roanoke. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT Grant  P.  Grandy, 
President. 

On  March  5  our  numbers  in  the  Gospel  were  in¬ 
creased  by  two  when  Brother  Otis  Vermillion  and 
Iris  La  Rue  Atkinson,  a  child,  were  baptized  by  Elder 
D.  K.  Schiess. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing  in  many  lines. 
Although  our  Book  of  Mormon  drive  did  not  reach 
our  expectations  for  March,  we  did  get  a  good  start. 
The  average  books  loaned  or  sold  far  exceeded  our 
past  record.  Elders  Glenn  and  Bigelow  led  the  pace 
in  putting  out  28  books  which,  although  a  humble  be¬ 
ginning,  ought  to  show  all  the  missionaries  that  it 
can  be  done.  The  Book  of  Mormon  is  said  to  have 
been  our  best  missionary  in  times  past.  Let's  keep 
it  on  top. 

Elders  Unsworth  and  Dangerfield  have  been  visit¬ 
ing  in  our  district  with  the  "Fulness  of  Times"  rec¬ 
ords  and  report  large  and  interesting  meetings  held 
in  the  Bluefield  section.  Also  from  Sisters  Moffett 
and  Lewis,  who  are  laboring  there,  comes  word  that 
the  radio  station  has  granted  us  a  weekly  broadcast 
of  15  minutes  for  our  recordings. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT Herbert  L.  Tracy,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"It  can  be  done,"  writes  Elder  Smith  who  is  labor¬ 
ing  in  Louisa,  when  asked  if  he  was  having  success 
tracting  with  Books  of  Mormon.  "After  the  second 
or  third  visit  Elder  Kellersberger  and  myself  have 
discarded  tracts  and  are  using  the  Book  of  Mormon 
instead.  We  find  it  to  be  a  source  of  interest  to 
the  people.  They  ask  many  questions  about  it,  af¬ 
fording  us  more  of  an  opportunity  to  explain  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  We  have  loaned  as  many  as 
four  in  ^ne  day,  and  always  receive  an  invita4ion 
back.  We  are  for  tracting  with  Books  of  Mormon." 


The  missionaries  of  East  Kentucky  District  rejoice 
in  the  accomplishments  of  the  past  month.  Success 
has  been  theirs  as  is  evidenced  by  an  increased  at¬ 
tendance  in  all  branch  and  auxiliary  meetings. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  joined  together  in 
great  earnestness  to  make  possible  the  first  M.  1.  A. 
banquet  to  be  held  in  East  Tennessee  District.  Many 
members,  as  well  as  friends  assembled  together  in 
the  Chapel  Hall  at  Kingsport  around  a  carefully  ar¬ 
ranged  banquet  table  which  exhibited  the  M.  I.  A. 
colors  and  culture,  to  view  and  hear  the  significance 
of  mutual  development  along  the  many  lines  that  the 
association  offers.  The  young  ladies  of  the  Kingsport 
Mutual,  served  the  tables  very  efficiently,  while  the 
missionaries  supported  Stephen  Montgomery,  who  of¬ 
ficiated  as  master  of  ceremonies,  in  presenting  a  spe¬ 
cial  program  that  produced  fun  and  joy  of  an  uplifting 
nature  to  all.  President  Corbridge  was  afforded  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  speak  and  explain  the  value 
of  M.  I.  A.  membership.  Stressing  the  timely  need 
to  conserve  our  youth  by  building  an  inner  defense 
against  the  invasions  of  evil  from  without.  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  members  returned  to  their  various  fields 
of  duly  more  fully  determined  to  familiarize  neighbors 
as  to  the  progressive  march  of  the  Church. 

President  William  T.  Tew,  Sisters  Merlene  Tew  and 
Virginia  Riches  joined  with  the  Saints  at  Kingsport  in 
a  session  of  conference  March  27,  which  was  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  by  many. 

The  district  personnel  has  taken  the  following 
changes.-  Elder  David  L.  Madsen,  Sister  Mildred  Pat¬ 
ten,  Elders  Elon  V.  Smith  and  William  B.  Anderson 
have  all  been  transferred  to  other  fields  of  labor 
but  have  been  replaced  by  the  following:  Elder  Bry¬ 
ant  C.  Behrman,  Sister  Marjorie  Coombs,  Elder  Del¬ 
bert  K.  Schiess  and  Elder  W.  W.  Taylor.  Elders  Cor¬ 
bridge  and  Adams  are  now  visiting  all  Sunday  School 
organizations  throughout  the  district,  stimulating  and 
encouraging  towards  greater  developments.  Many 
honest  truth  seekers  have  made  request  for  baptism  in 
the  summer  which  is  very  gratifying  indeed. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT Hubert  C.  Lambert, 
President. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  intellectual  progression 
and  our  missionary  system  must  keep  pace.  To  do 
this  each  Elder  and  lady  missionary  must  continually 
seek  new  ways  of  putting  the  great  truths  we  possess 
before  the  people. 

The  presenting  of  the  Gospel  indirectly  through  the 
use  of  the  projection  machine  has  met  with  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  all  parts  of  this  district.  A  section  of  Nash¬ 
ville  which  was  formerly  very  prejudiced  has  been 
opened  up  to  meetings  through  this  procedure. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  Elder  Francis  B.  Dial  to  this 
district  for  he  has  done  a  good  work  here.  Elder 
Shirl  P.  Morrill  has  been  set  apart  as  branch  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Nashville  Branch  succeeding  Elder  Hubert 
C.  Lambert. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT:  -  Ralph  T.  Jones, 
President. 

The  North  Carolina  East  District  is  moving  slowly 
but  surely  ahead.  The  Saints  are  realizing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  Gospel  and  are  applying  the  same  to 
their  lives.  Our  Mission  President  spent  a  week  in 
the  district.  Five  branch  conferences  and  one  district 
conference  were  held  and  were  well  attended  and  a 
goodly  portion  of  the  Lord's  spirit  was  in  our  midst. 
For  the  first  time  since  missionary  work  has  been 
going  here  in  this  district,  the  district  conference  was 
held  at  Elizabeth  City.  The  building  was  filled  with 
the  Saints  from  all  parts  of  the  district  and  from 
neighboring  districts. 

To  give  more  of  our  members  a  chance  for  progress¬ 
ing  and  developing  leadership  ability,  the  Wilmington 
Sunday  School  and  Relief  Society  were  reorganized. 
By  so  doing,  more  of  the  members  are  given  a  chance 
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to  have  the  responsibility  as  leaders  and  thus  serve 
their  fellowmen. 

The  local  missionaries  are  reporting  a  commendable 
amount  of  work.  Results  of  their  efforts  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  realized.  Many  of  the  inactive  members 
have  been  stimulated  to  activity  and  others,  not  of 
our  faith,  have  heard  the  restored  Gospel. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Dean  M.  Call,  from  Burley,  Idaho,  to  North  Carolina  W. 
Charles  F.  Lillie,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  N.  Carolina  E. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Seamons,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  Office. 
Mark  Taft  Hatch,  from  Woods  Cross,  Utah,  lo  Office. 
TRANSFERS 

Elon  V.  Smith,  from  E.  Tennesse  to  Virgina  East  Dist. 
Wm.  B.  Anderson,  from  E.  Tennesse  to  Kenlucky  East. 
Norris  Neville,  from  E.  Kentucky  to  N.  Carolina  Wesl. 
Francis  B.  Dial,  from  W.  Tennessee  to  Virginia  West. 
Kenneth  L.  Unsworth,  from  Virginia  W.  to  N.  C.  East. 
Delbert  K.  Schiess,  from  W.  Virginia  S.  to  East  Tenn. 
Norman  S.  Hoyal,  from  N.  Carolina  W.  to  Virginia  W. 
James  Lorin  Jex,  from  Virginia  W.  lo  Virginia  East. 
W.  W.  Taylor,  leave  of  absence  to  E.  Tennessee  Dist. 
Mary  Lois  Andrews,  from  Office  to  W.  Virginia  South. 
Irene  Nielsen,  from  North  Carolina  W.  to  N.  C.  East. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Delmer  E.  Simpson —  President  of  Virginia  East  District. 
Grant  P.  Grandy- President  West  Virginia  South  District. 
Allan  C.  Woolley -President  of  Virginia  West  District. 
Mary  E.  Seamons —  Mission  Stenographer  and  Recorder. 
RELEASES 

F.  O'Neil  Sainsbury,  of  North  Carolina  East -Home, 
Clarkston,  Utah. 

Curtis  Fillmore,  of  North  Carolina  East  — Home,  Spanish 
Fork,  Utah. 

Wayne  V.  Mumford,  of  North  Carolina  West -Home, 
Sandy,  Utah. 

J.  Robert  Buswell,  of  North  Carolina  West -Home, 
Ogden,  Utah. 

Sherman  H.  Dangerfield,  of  Virginia  West  — Home,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

Dell  W.  Hymas,  of  Virginia  E.  —  Home,  Treasureton,  Ida. 
Wayne  G.  Olsen,  of  Virginia  E.  — Home,  West  Jordan,  U. 
Orval  W.  Mecham,  of  Virginia  East -Home,  Neola,  U. 
Vernon  H.  Peterson,  of  Virginia  West  — Home,  Lakeside, 
Arizona. 

Ellen  A.  Cahoon,  of  West  Virginia  South -Home,  Leav¬ 
itt,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Chloe  Winger,  of  North  Carolina  East  — Home,  Driggs, 
Idaho. 

Don.  C.  Loveland,  of  Virginia  East  — Home,  Yost,  Utah. 
Wm.  Ferrel  Thomas,  of  West  Virginia  South  — Home, 
Goshen,  Utah. 


SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION 

MERRILL  D.  CLAYSON,  President 

SPRING  CONFERENCES :  — District  and  branch  con¬ 
ferences  prove  to  be  rejuvenating  in  the  lives  of  our 
Saints  besides  giving  the  mission  supervisors  and 
mission  president  a  vision  of  the  progress  and  needs 
of  the  various  branches  and  districts.  Such  was  the 
case  in  a  series  of  conferences  just  completed  in  the 
Southern  States  Mission.  On  January  6  the  first  con¬ 
ference  was  held  and  the  last  one  was  completed  on 
March  19.  District  conferences  were  held  on  the 
week  ends  and  branch  conferences  on  week  nights. 
53  branches  and  eleven  districts  held  conferences. 
There  were  94  meetings  held  from  January  6  to 
March  19. 

On  the  Saturday  nights  of  each  district  conference 
the  Primaries  of  all  branches  assembled  together  and 
produced  a  review  of  Primary  activities.  Great  in¬ 
terest  was  taken  with  the  Primary  children  in  the 
preparation  and  presentation  of  this  pageant.  The 
second  hour  of  the  evening  was  used  by  the  M.  I.  A. 


organizations  of  the  district  ot  present  an  original 
pageant  portraying  a  cross  section  of  the  program 
that  the  M.  I.  A.  organizations  are  conducting  in  the 
branches.  Both  the  Primary  and  M.  I.  A.  Pageants 
were  staged  in  characteristic  costumes.  Each  of  the 
eleven  districts  used  the  same  Primary  pageant  and 
M.  I.  A.  the  original  pageant.  After  the  Primary  and 
M.  I.  A.  programs  were  completed  a  Gold  and  Green 
ball  was  sponsored.  Part  of  the  districts  used  soci¬ 
ability  games  lo  follow  the  pageants. 

At  all  district  conferences  a  local  missionary  unit 
conference  and  Sunday  School  conference  were  held 
Sunday  morning.  One  hour  was  given  lo  each  or¬ 
ganization.  Talks,  music,  and  a  demonstration  of  an 
ideal  cottage  meeting  characterized  the  local  mis¬ 
sionary  hour.  The  aim  was  to  acquaint  the  Saints 
with  this  movement,  its  organization,  program,  and  the) 
great  possibilities  in  store  for  it.  The  Sunday  School 
conference  was  presented  by  classes  and  students 
from  the  various  branches  within  the  district.  A  cross 
section  and  the  value  of  their  organization  was  por¬ 
trayed  in  songs,  dialogues,  and  speeches. 

On  the  Sunday  afternoons  of  each  district  conference 
a  departmental  union  meeting  was  held.  This  gave 
the  mission  president  a  chance  to  instruct  all  of  the 
teachers  in  each  district  in  general  assembly  and  then 
to  meet  with  the  branch  presidents  in  their  depart¬ 
ment  and  discuss  vital  problems  with  them.  The  mis¬ 
sion  supervisors  met  with  their  various  auxiliary  branch 
and  district  officers  in  separate  sessions.  These  de¬ 
partmental  sessions  bring  the  mission,  district,  and 
branch  executives  to  a  better  understanding  for  the 
solving  of  their  common  problems. 

The  Sunday  night  conference  was  always  devoted 
to  general  preaching  service  accompanied  by  appro¬ 
priate  musical  numbers.  It  was  the  policy  during 
spring  conferences  to  give  every  missionary  a  chance 
to  deliver  one  address  in  his  district  either  at  a  branch 
or  district  conference.  The  missionaries  appreciated 
this  opportunity.  While  the  branch  conference  meet¬ 
ings  were  composed  mainly  of  musical  numbers  and 
Gospel  sermons  some  of  the  district  conference  ses¬ 
sions  were  made  up  chiefly  of  parts  rendered  by  the 
local  Saints. 

It  is  pretty  well  agreed  that  people  learn  10%  of 
what  they  read  and  90%  of  what  they  do.  This  bears 
out  the  old  adage,  "We  learn  lo  do  by  doing." 
Placing  the  local  Saints  in  branch  and  district  posi¬ 
tions  of  responsibility  is  doing  much  to  develop  strong 
Latter-day  Saints  and  capable  leaders.  To  have  the 
people  in  the  branches  and  districts  actively  engaged 
in  Church  work,  bettering  the  kingdom  of  God  on 
earth,  develops  a  knowledge  and  testimony  of  the 
restored  Gospel  in  their  souls.  All  of  this  helps  to 
accomplish  more  quickly  God's  great  aim:  "to  bring 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 

NORTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT Clayton  T.  Vawdrey, 
President. 

The  missionaries  of  the  North  Alabama  District  are 
indeed  happy  in  their  work.  With  the  coming  of 
spring  we  are  beginning  to  see  fruits  of  our  labors. 
Recently  an  inspiring  baptismal  service  was  held  in 
one  of  the  local  churches  in  North  Birmingham.  A 
large  crowd  attended  and  we  are  happy  to  bring  into 
the  fold  of  Christ  through  the  waters  of  baptism  Brother 
and  Sister  Roy  Compton  and  their  son  Roy  Compton, 
Jr.,  also  Brother  and  Sister  Clayton.  They  were  all 
baptized  by  Elder  Max  C.  Layton.  Another  very  im¬ 
pressive  baptismal  service  was  held  on  the  banks 
of  a  river  near  Birmingham,  at  which  time  Brother 
Benjamin  Johnson,  Jr.,  was  baptized  by  Elder  Clayton 
T.  Vawdrey.  We  heartily  welcome  these  fine  con¬ 
verts  in  the  Church  and  pray  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  to  be  upon  them. 

Elder  Clayton  T.  Vawdrey  and  Sisters  Emma  Revill 
and  Mary  Sant  report  a  very  fine  meeting  held  in  a 
church  at  Green  Pond,  Alabama;  at  which  about  120 
investigators  attended. 

The  missionraies  of  the  district  recognize  the  heal- 
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ing  power  of  the  Priesthood  and  bear  witness  to  the 
same  when  Elder  Darward  D.  Eames,  one  of  our  num¬ 
ber  was  so  rapidly  healed  recently.  Elder  Eames 
writes,  "We  had  all  met  in  Gadsden,  Ala.,  for  mis¬ 
sionary  and  union  meeting.  Friday  night  I  became 
sick.  I  had  never  before  felt  such  illness.  A  doctor 
was  called  and  after  careful  examination  pronounced 
it  double  pneumonia  and  said  that  both  of  my  lungs 
were  congested.  I  asked  the  Elders  to  anoint  me  with 
oil,  and  to  pray  over  me.  Although  my  temperature 
was  103  that  night  by  morning  it  had  gone  down  con¬ 
siderably.  Sunday  evening  I  was  able  to  get  up  and 
go  down  stairs.  While  I  was  down  stairs  the  doctor 
came  and  when  told  by  the  landlady  that  he  would 
find  me  downstairs,  he  said,  'My  goodness,  he's  got 
pneumonia  — I'm  afarid  he's  going  to  have  a  set-back.' 
I  heard  him  and  came  out  smiling.  My  pulse  and 
temperature  were  again  normal  and  after  looking  at 
me  rather  unknowingly  he  remarked,  'perfectly  nor¬ 
mal!'  Monday  morning  I  rode  back  to  Birmingham." 

WEST  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT: -Kermit  M. 
Redd,  President. 

"By  love  serve  one  another."  It  is  when  mission¬ 
aries  are  living  up  to  this  teaching  that  they  find 
the  most  happiness.  It  is  with  humility  and  a  desire 
to  serve  that  the  missionaries  of  this  district  go  forth 
among  mankind  serving  them  by  teaching  them  the 
way  to  eternal  life. 

While  out  tracting  recently  Elder  Dale  G.  Hardman 
met  a  Baptist  minister  who  treated  him  very  kindly. 
In  the  course  of  their  conversation  he  paid  the  Mor¬ 
mon  Church  a  great  compliment.  He  said,  "As  a 
group,  the  Mormon  people  certainly  live  up  to  the 
teachings  of  their  church  and  better  still,"  he  con¬ 
tinued,  "they  live  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  closer 
perhaps  than  any  group  of  people  I  know.  Now  for 
instance  the  law  of  tithing.  If  our  church  would  only 
live  that  commandment  we  wouldn't  have  to  worry 
about  financial  difficulties  arising  from  time  to  time. 
Your  people  live  clean  lives  by  abstaining  from  to¬ 
bacco  and  alcohol  and  by  so  doing  they  pay  their 
tithes  to  the  Lord  instead  of  paying  them  to  the  devil 
like  most  people  of  the  world  do." 

Sisters  Bowman  and  Jensen  met  a  lady  while  tracting 
one  morning  who  was  acquainted  with  the  Elders. 
They  had  administered  to  one  of  her  children  some 
lime  previously  and  the  child  was  healed.  When  the 
lady  missionaries  met  her  she  had  another  child  that 
was  very  ill.  She  asked  them  if  they  couldn't  get 
the  Elders  to  come  and  administer  to  the  child.  They 
got  two  local  Elders  who  administered  to  it  and  for 
the  first  time  in  a  week  the  baby  went  to  sleep  and 
rested.  Now  the  home  is  open  to  the  missionaries 
and  they  make  a  regular  visit  each  week  to  teach  the 
Gospel  there. 

Eiders  Zetterower  and  Erickson  felt  impressed  to  tract 
four  homes  that  were  on  a  side  street  which  they  had 
nearly  missed.  They  loaned  three  copies  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  found  one  family  who  were  sufficiently 
interested  in  the  Gospel  to  invite  the  Elders  to  meet 
with  them  each  Friday  evening  to  hold  a  cottage 
meeting. 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI  DISTRICT:  -  Albert  F.  Davis, 
President. 

"I  will  go  and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath 
commanded,  for  I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  com¬ 
mandments  unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he  shall 
prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accomplish 
the  things  which  he  commandeth  them."-l  Nephi  3:7. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  have  seen  the  truth 
of  this  statement  during  the  past  weeks.  Recently  a 
letter  was  received  from  a  family  of  non-members  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  country  district.  They  had  read  a  small 
tract,  and  recognizing  the  truth  were  desirous  of 
hearing  more  of  the  Gospel.  Two  of  the  missionaries 
visited  their  home,  explained  some  of  the  principles 
of  the  restored  Gospel  ot  them  and  held  meetings  in 
their  home.  Three  members  of  that  family  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  baptism. 


The  Elders  were  recently  called  upon  to  conduct  a 
funeral  for  Mrs.  Lou  Mize,  a  non-member.  During 
the  services  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  were  ex¬ 
plained,  and  several  Latter-day  Saint  hymns  were 
rendered  by  the  district  trio.  Many  invitations  were 
extended  to  the  Elders  to  visit  the  homes  in  that  com¬ 
munity  and  hold  cottage  meetings. 

Elders  Ray  G.  Jones  and  Antone  Webb  were  re¬ 
cently  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  woman  critically  ill 
with  pneumonia.  They  administered  to  her  and  two 
days  later  she  was  up  and  lending  to  her  household 
duties. 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  DISTRICT:  -  James  F.  Weaver, 
President. 

"The  whitest  pearls  we  never  find, 

The  ripest  fruits  we  never  reach. 

The  flowering  moments  of  the  mind, 

Drop  half  their  pettles  in  our  speech." 

This  same  principle  can  also  be  applied  in  trying  to 
tell  in  such  a  limited  space  the  incidents  and  faith 
promoting  experiences  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
South  Georgia  District. 

Elder  Robert  L.  Sweeten  entertained  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  City  of  Waycross  recently  at  a  Lion's 
Club  luncheon.  His  entertainment  consisted  of  songs, 
stories,  impersonations  of  Bob  Burns,  and  most  im¬ 
portant  of  all,  he  told  them  of  the  aims  and  accomp¬ 
lishments  of  Mormonism.  The  entertainment  was  well 
received  and  was  given  favorable  publicity  in  the 
local  newspaper. 

Sister  Ernest  Helton  was  recently  baptized  by  Elder 
V.  B.  Parker,  and  Brother  Ernest  Helton,  Sisters  Mary 
Nell  Clifton,  Ruby  La  Vincia  Love  and  Mary  Elouise 
Black,  and  Brother  John  William  Love  by  Elder 
Ralph  Hill.  We  welcome  this  group  of  people  into 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  rejoice  with  them  in  the 
blessings  that  they  will  receive  from  their  wise 
decision. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT:  -  Seldon  S.  Bridges, 
President. 

Sisters  Naomi  Brown  and  Eva  Merkley  report  the 
following:  "While  out  tracting  last  week  we  met 

some  people  from  Boston.  They  had  been  traveling 
in  various  parts  of  the  world  since  last  September. 
In  our  conversation  with  them  they  said  that  they 
were  more  impressed  with  their  visit  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  than  any  other  place  they  had  visited. 
While  at  Temple  Square  they  had  purchased  a  copy 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Their  interest  was  aroused 

by  it  and  they  asked  many  intelligent  questions  about 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  Church  Welfare  Program, 
and  other  phases  of  the  Gospel.  Our  hearts  were  filled 
with  joy  from  conversing  with  them." 

Sister  Jennette  Davidon  reports  the  following:  "About 
four  months  ago  we  met  a  young  married  couple  to 
whom  we  were  able  to  explain  the  Gospel.  They 

have  both  been  very  interested  and  we  have  been 
holding  weekly  meetings  with  them.  The  woman 

especially  is  eagerly  seeking  for  knowledge  and  is 
learning  fast.  When  we  met  her  she  was  smoking 
excessively,  but  now  has  just  about  broken  herself 

of  the  habit.  Recently  she  said  she  would  like  to  be 
baptized.  Her  husband  wants  her  to  be  baptized, 
but  he  doesn't  feel  that  he  could  be  baptized  with 
her.  He  said,  'I  want  to  wait  until  I  am  sure  I  can 
live  it.'  They  are  fine  people  and  I  am  sure  that  in 
a  short  time  they  will  both  be  baptized." 

On  March  5  an  inspirational  baptismal  service  was 
held  in  the  Columbia  Chapel.  The  services  were 
conducted  by  Pres.  Seldon  S.  Bridges  with  Pres.  Wal¬ 
lace  W.  McBride  and  Pres.  Merrill  D.  Clayson  as  the 
principal  speakers.  During  the  services  the  Columbia 
Branch  choir  rendered  four  appropriate  selections. 
The  services  were  concluded  by  the  baptism  of  Sister 
Fay  L.  Hagaman,  Sister  Florence  Hagaman,  Brother 
Harold  Hagaman,  Sister  Dorothy  Benson,  and  Brother 
Earl  Benson  by  Elders  F.  Welling  Calvert  and  Johnie 
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F.  Milton.  We  congratulate  these  people  and  wish 
them  Godspeed  in  the  Gospel. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Grace  Lee  Parker,  from  Gaffney,  S.  Carolina,  to  Miss. 
Belva  Mayo,  from  Tampa,  Florida,  to  North  Alabama. 
Lionel  G.  Simmons,  from  Charleston,  U.,  to  S.  C.  Dist. 
Paul  F.  Royall,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  S.  Florida  Dist. 
Eva  Merkley,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  South  Carolina. 
Phyllis  C.  Corbett,  from  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  to  Florida. 
Edith  Chadwick,  from  American  Fork,  Utah,  to  S.  Car. 
TRANSFERS 

Max  C.  Layton,  from  N.  Alabama  to  Georgia  District. 
Lee  Caldwell,  from  Georgia  to  Florida  District. 

Wayne  Carroll,  from  South  Carolina  to  West  Florida. 
Phillip  Hathaway,  from  Mississippi  to  Alabama  Dist. 
C.  Judson  Shields,  from  Florida  to  North  Alabama. 
Ralph  J.  Hill,  from  South  Georgia  to  Florida  District. 
James  F.  Weaver,  from  North  Mississippi  to  S.  Georgia. 
Leonard  Howes,  from  South  Carolina  to  Mission  Office. 
Emma  Revill,  from  North  Alabama  to  Mission  Office. 
Leone  Nelson,  from  South  Carolina  to  Florida  District. 
Dale  G.  Hardman,  from  West  S.  Car.,  to  Mission  Office. 
Margaret  Hardy,  from  Georgia  to  West  South  Carolina. 
Theodore  L.  Hansen,  from  S.  Carolina  to  West  S.  Car. 
Laile  McNeil,  from  West  South  Carolina  to  Georgia. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Leonard  Howes  —  Mission  Church  Landscape  Supervisor. 
James  F.  Weaver -President  of  South  Georgia  District. 
Sally  Smith  —  Mission  Supervisor  of  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A. 
Dale  G.  Hardman -Mission  Supervisor  of  Home  Sun¬ 
day  Service. 

Emma  Revill -Mission  Supervisor  of  Primaries  and 
Mission  Stenographer. 

RELEASES 

Winifred  McLaughlin,  of  Mission  Office -Home,  Santa 
Monica,  Calif. 

Leland  L.  Losee,  of  Florida -Home,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Zachariah  Butterfield,  of  S.  Florida  -  Home,  Riverton, 
Utah. 

Richard  West,  of  Florida  -  Home,  Clearfield,  Utah. 
Anna  West,  of  Florida -Home,  Clearfield,  Utah. 
George  R.  Karren,  of  Florida -Home,  Jerome,  Idaho. 
Wm.  Melvin  Packer,  of  Alabama -Home,  Preston,  Ida. 
James  A.  Hunter,  of  N.  Mississippi  — Home,  Ririe,  Ida. 
Johnie  F.  Milton,  of  S.  Carolina -Home,  Lake  City,  Fla. 
Russell  D.  Zetterower,  of  West  South  Carolina  —  Home, 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Ferris  F.  Johnson,  of  South  Georgia  -  Home,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

Oleen  Adams,  of  South  Florida -Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 

RAY  L.  JONES,  Mission  Secretary. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION 

CARL  F.  EYRING,  President 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  DISTRICT Ronald  J.  Ball,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3  South  Spring  Street,  Concord,  N.  •  H. 

The  New  Hampshire  District  has  been  progressing 
slowly,  but  surely,  during  the  last  few  weeks.  We 
find  that  our  new  meeting  place,  because  it  lends 
more  to  the  real  spirit  of  worship,  furnishes  more  of 
an  incentive  to  invite  investigators  and  friends  to  our 
different  meetings.  In  announcements  of  special  meet¬ 
ings  and  conferences,  the  newspapers  have  given  us 
exceptionally  fine  cooperation. 

A  splendid  opportunity  was  afforded  the  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  Nashua,  recently  when  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  men's  class  of  a  prominent  church 
called  upon  them  and  asked  them  to  occupy  about 
thirty  minutes  in  explaining  some  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  tenets  of  our  faith.  The  talk  which  was  given 
by  Sister  Alice  Foutz,  was  well  received  by  the 
seventy-five  members  of  the  class.  We  feel  sure  that 
this  single  opportunity  will  help  create  a  kindlier 
feeling  toward  our  Church. 


The  Elders  in  Concord,  Elders  Whittaker  and  Ball, 
recently  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  a  group  of 
ministers  and  explaining  and  discussing  some  of  the 
principles  of  our  faith.  This  contact  came  about 
through  their  having  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
organist  in  one  of  the  local  churches.  This  meeting 
resulted  in  creating  a  very  friendly  attitude  between 
the  Elders  and  the  ministers  of  the  community. 

WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT Paul  J.  Wise, 
President,  99  Eliioi  Si.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

On  March  12  the  missionaries  and  members  of  the 
West  Massachusetts  District  met  with  President  Eyring 
for  a  very  interesting  and  inspirational  conference. 
Several  investigators  who  attended  the  meeting  after¬ 
ward  remarked  that  they  had  "received  something 
very  much  worth  while." 

Elders  Richards  and  Freeman,  working  in  Greenfield, 
Mass.,  report  very  encouraging  results  with  a  club  of 
17  boys  in  an  adjacent  town.  Recently  they  received 
permission  from  the  town  officials  to  use  a  large  hall, 
owned  by  the  town,  for  their  meetings.  Some  re¬ 
pair  work  was  needed  on  the  hall  and  the  boys  are 
working  at  it  industriously. 

Sisters  Allphin  and  Weston  report  that  they  are 
progressing  very  well  with  their  two  Primaries,  and 
through  these  organizations  they  are  able  to  contact 
many  of  the  parents.  Their  recently  organized  rhythm 
band  is  doing  very  fine  work  and  they  plan  to  have 
a  Spring  Festival  in  the  near  future. 

Elders  Wise  and  Millet  are  finding  their  happiness 
for  the  present  in  visiting  the  friends  and  investigators 
in  Springfield,  and  in  making  new  contacts  by  door 
to  door  visits. 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  :-L.  Russell  Hochstrasser, 
President,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

We  missionaries  in  the  office,  or  the  personnel  of 

the  Metropolitan  District,  continue  to  find  many  in¬ 
teresting  outside  missionary  activities  — even  though 
our  ranks  have  been  thinned  out  a  bit,  recently.  With 
the  transfer  of  three  members  of  the  office  force  and 
the  bringing  in  of  one  — this  will  leave,  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  President  and  Sister  Eyring  and  two  Elders. 

Weekly  cottage  meetings  are  still  being  held  in 

Templeton,  Mass.,  wherein  exists  a  fine  spirit  of  in¬ 
terest.  During  the  past  four  weeks  we  have  main¬ 
tained  an  average  attendance  of  twenty -only  three 
of  whom  are  members  of  the  Church. 

Elder  Stoddard  and  I  had  the  privilege  of  speaking 
and  presenting  a  lecture  to  a  group  in  the  "Old 

South  Church"  in  Boston  just  recently.  This  oppor¬ 

tunity  came  about  through  our  acquaintance  with  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  who  lives  in  the  same  apart¬ 
ment  house  occupied  by  ourselves. 

Elder  Pettit,  who  just  arrived  in  the  field  from 
Los  Angeles,  and  I  were  invited  to  speak  at  a  promi¬ 
nent  church  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  on  April  16.  We  were 
asked  to  give  information  on  two  subjects:  The  story 
of  the  origin  of  the  Church,  and  the  part  the  Church 
plays  in  the  lives  of  its  members,  through  its  various 
auxiliary  organizations.  With  the  celebration  of  Easter 
just  past  and  the  thoughts  of  the  Resurrection  still 
fresh  in  our  minds,  it  was  a  pleasurable  experience  for 
us  to  offer  to  this  group  the  additional  evidence  and 
testimony  which  we  possess  regarding  the  actual  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  our  many  different  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  gratefully  accepted,  and  acted  upon  in 
humility  and  in  sincerity,  seed  will  be  sown  on  fertile 
soil,  and  although!  we  of  today  may  see  no  appreciable 
results,  those  who  walk  our  same  paths  tomorrow 
will  reap  abundantly  where  we  have  sown. 

TRANSFERS 

Bessie  Hacking,  from  Connecticut  to  North  Maine  Dist. 
Maeda  Murri,  from  Mission  Office  to  Connecticut  Dist. 
Jessie  M.  Higbee,  from  Mission  Office  to  East  Mass. 
Elda  Hepworih,  from  East  Mass,  to  New  Hampshire. 
Marion  L.  Stoddard,  from  Mission  Office  to  Connecticut. 
Jack  E.  Ringwood,  from  Connecticut  to  W.  Mass.  Dist. 
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Leslie  N.  Freeman,  from  W.  Massachusetts  to  S.  Maine. 
Clyde  Thornell,  from  South  Maine  to  Rhode  Island  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Carson  R.  Healy -President  Rhode  Island  District. 
RELEASES 

Lawrence  E.  Dalton,  of  Rhode  Island -Home,  Sandy,  U. 
Toynette  Baird,  of  North  Maine -Home,  Cowley,  Wyo. 
Chester  A.  Becraft,  of  Rhode  Island  — Home,  Ogden,  U. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Ellen  Scorup,  of  New  Hampshire —  Home,  Salina,  Utah. 

L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER. 


WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

WILLIAM  W.  SEEGMILLER,  President 


BLACK  HILLS  DISTRICT Garih  M.  Green,  Presideni, 
Box  1172,  Rapid  City,  South  Dakota. 

We  were  recently  favored  with  a  visit  to  our  dis¬ 
trict  by  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  They  were 
accompanied  by  Sisters  Marie  Clark,  Mary  Christensen, 
and  Della  Teeter,  of  the  presidency  of  the  Relief 
Society  of  the  Mission.  Very  inspirational  meetings 
were  held  in  Belle  Fourche  and  Rapid  City  with  good 
attendance  at  both  meetings.  Some  very  timely  advice 
was  given,  encouraging  the  Saints  to  live  their  re¬ 
ligion  and  be  as  examples  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
The  musical  numbers  for  the  meeting  at  Rapid  City 
were  furnished  by  the  Singing  Mothers  and  the  P.  T.  A. 
Chorus. 

Monday  morning  a  Relief  Society  conference  was 
held  with  the  presidency  giving  the  members  some  in¬ 
structions  and  encouraging  them  to  further  the  work 
of  this  great  organization. 

Just  recently  the  Singing  Mothers  were  asked  to 
sing  with  the  P.  T.  A.  Chorus  of  the  town.  Since 
then,  the  president  of  the  chorus  has  become  so  in¬ 
terested  in  the  message  of  Mormonism  that  she  has 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  The  Pearl  of  Great  Price, 
and  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  She  has  also  asked  for 
more  books  and  pamphlets  concerning  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church.  Sisters  Sudweeks  and  Ellis  have  also 
made  many  fine  contacts  since  being  asked  to  ac¬ 
company  and  sing  with  them.  Among  them  were 


many  mothers  of  the  Primary  children  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  to  learn  more  of  what  the  missionaries 
are  teaching  their  children. 

Elders  Green  and  Thorn,  and  Sisters  Ellis  and  Sud¬ 
weeks  recently  made  a  trip  to  Hot  Springs  to  hold  a 
meeting  with  the  Saints  and  investigators  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity.  After  a  very  inspirational  meeting,  one  of 
the  investigators  came  to  us  and  told  us  how  much 
he  had  enjoyed  the  meeting,  and  wanted  to  know  if 
we  would  hold  the  next  meeting  at  his  home.  He 
seemed  very  interested  in  our  message  and  we  are 
sure  that  he  will  find  joy  in  this  glorious  Gospel  of 
our  Savior. 

May  we  as  missionaries  sense  our  responsibility  of 
furthering  this  great  work. 

SAN  LUIS  DISTRICT Lynn  E.  Crane,  President,  412 
East  2nd  Street,  Salida,  Colorado. 

"Count  your  blessings 
Name  them  one  by  one, 

Count  your  blessings, 

See  what  God  has  done." 

I  have  often  wondered  if  we  appreciate  the  health 
and  many  other  blessings  the  Lord  has  so  freely 
blessed  us  with?  We  missionaries  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  our  thanks  to  God  for  his 
ever  watchful  eye.  There  has  been  several  epidemics 
of  the  flu  within  this  district  the  past  winter  and 
we  have  been  healthful  and  happy  through  them  all. 

We  missionaries  of  this  district  have  indeed  been 
blessed  this  past  month  by  having  our  Mission  Presi¬ 
dent,  William  W.  Seegmiller  and  his  wife,  Ada 
P.  Seegmiller,  with  us.  With  their  help  we  were 
able  to  organize  a  Relief  Society  in  Monte  Vista,  Colo. 

Elders  Alvord  L.  Cox  and  Eldon  D.  Hymas  have 
started  a  new  tracting  district  at  Del  Nort,  Colorado. 
They  report  much  success  and  an  increased  attend¬ 
ance  at  meetings  in  that  city.  Through  much  work 
and  prayer  they  were  able  to  organize  a  Sacrament 
meeting  in  Monte  Vista,  Colorado. 

Elders  Lynn  E.  Crane  and  Victor  Dee  Hatch  recently 
had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  meeting  with  the 
ministers  of  Salida.  The  topics  of  discussion  were 
how  to  get  the  young  people  interested  in  church 
work  and  the  welfare  of  their  members.  We  were 
happy  of  the  opportunity  to  explain  our  Church  or¬ 
ganization  and  the  Church  Welfare  Program. 


MISSIONARIES  LABORING  IN  MISSION  OFFICE  AND  DENVER  DISTRICT, 
WESTERN  STATES  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Zelpha  Pendleton.  Ellon  Luke.  Pearl  Hale.  President  Seegmiller. 
Sister  Seegmiller,  Della  Teeter,  Dixie  Reese,  Iola  Haggan. 

Back  Row:  James  Hadlock,  O.  Mark  McRae,  Sheldon  Dixon.  Darrel  Swartz,  Rex  Watson. 
Stanley  Burgon,  Gail  Seegmiller,  Howard  Starr. 
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SOUTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT:  -  Frank  S.  Petersen, 
President,  615V2  West  Spruce,  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

On  February  19  this  district  greatly  enjoyed  a  visit 
with  President  and  Sister  Seegmiller.  Conference  was 
held  in  Rawlins.  *  The  Saints  treasure  the  counsel  and 
sound  advice  given  by  them  and  are  looking  forward 
for  their  return. 

Elders  Petersen  and  Platt  have  moved  district  head¬ 
quarters  back  to  Rawlins  to  reopen  this  field  of  labor. 
Along  with  a  splendid  little  branch  here,  we  feel 
there  are  many  opportunities  for  missionary  work. 

The  Relief  Societies  throughout  this  district  arranged 
splendid  programs  and  socials  in  commemoration  of 
the  97th  anniversary  of  its  organization.  Many  non¬ 
members  attended  and  were  very  much  impressed  with 
the  history  and  progress  of  this  Woman's  organization. 

Elders  Balls  and  Cheney  who  are  laboring  at  Wheat- 
land,  report  an  increase  in  attendance  at  Sunday 
School.  They  have  also  been  successful  in  obtaining 
new  cottage  meetings. 

Elder  Peiersen  assisted  Brother  C.  G.  Eyre,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Rawlins  Branch,  with  the  funeral  services 
for  Sister  Halstead,  a  member  of  our  faith.  Many  non¬ 
members  attended  this  service  and  heard  the  Latter- 
day  Saint  philosophy  of  life. 

We  are  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
many  blessings  he  has  bestowed  upon  us  during  the 
past  two  months,  and  we  pray  that  he  will  continue 
to  bless  us. 

NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT:  -  Finley  F.  Wilkinson, 
Presidenl,  Box  946,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

One  of  the  greatest  things  brought  to  us  by  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  real  joy  and  happiness 
throughout  our  lives.  The  missionaries  of  the  New 

Mexico  district  have  felt  this  happiness  while  .  about 
their  work  among  the  people  of  the  district. 

We  have  been  very  well  received  by  the  people 
and  have  been  able  to  make  many  friends  and  good 

contacts  through  the  means  provided  us  by  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Church.  In  Silver  City  the  slides  on 

Church  history  have  been  shown  in  a  number  of 
homes  and  have  received  very  favorable  comment 

which  has  helped  ot  open  many  more  homes  to  the 
missionaries.  The  radio  dramatization,  "The  Fullness 
of  Times,"  has  been  heard  by  many  and  has  also 
helped  make  missionary  work  easier  and  more  prof¬ 
itable.  Those  who  have  heard  the  broadcasts  have 
really  shown  a  greater  interest  in  the  Church.  At  the 
present  time  these  records  are  being  presented  over 

radio  stations  at  Carlsbad  and  Gallup,  New  Mexico. 
Also  the  records  are  being  given  at  various  places 
by  the  missionaries.  We  are  all  very  thankful  and 
appreciative  of  these  records  and  of  the  time  given 
us  by  these  radio  stations.  We  know  that  they  are 

doing  much  good. 

It  is  with  great  happiness  that  the  following  have 

been  welcomed  into  the  Church  through  the  waters 
of  baptism:  Garland  Jewel  Gordon,  Elizabeth  Gordon, 
Velma  Gordon,  Elka  Jean  Gordon,  and  Roland  Wayne 
Madsen,  Jr.  Also  the  Gallup  Branch  reports  with 
pleasure  that,  Jewel  Prackett  Lambson,  Charles  Joseph 
Davis,  Pearl  Verna  Davis,  and  Retha  Davis  were  re¬ 
cently  baptized  by  members  of  the  branch  presidency. 
We  hope  and  pray  that  these  people  will  work  hard 
and  find  great  happiness  in  the  Gospel.  The 
branches  of  the  district  are  to  be  complimented  on 
their  progression,  and  the  way  local  members  are  able 
to  influence  and  bring  new  converts  into  the  Church. 
It  shows  us  that  we  are  all  missionaries  of  the  Gospel 
and  truly  have  a  great  work  to  do. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
John  C.  Van  Der  Meyden,  assigned  to  New  Mexico. 
Jesse  La  Grand  Adamson,  assigned  to  San  Luis  Dist. 
Forrest  James  Hirschi,  assigned  to  Council  Bluffs  Dist. 
Donald  C.  Evans,  assigned  to  Denver  District. 

George  M.  King,  assigned  to  Denver  District. 

Alfred  H.  Buxton,  assigned  to  West  Nebraska  District. 
Stanley  Murdock,  assigned  to  Lincoln  District. 


TRANSFERS 

Evva  M.  Reese,  from  Denver  to  New  Mexico  District. 
Pearl  Hale,  from  Denver  Dist.  to  Black  Hills  District. 
Della  Lines,  from  San  Luis  Dist.  to  Black  Hills  District. 
Victor  Dee  Hatch,  from  San  Luis  to  Council  Bluffs  Dist. 
Wendell  T.  Hurren,  from  Council  Bluffs  to  New  Mexico. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Garth  M.  Green  — President  of  Black  Hills  District. 
Finley  F.  Wilkinson  -  President  of  New  Mexico  District. 
Franklin  A.  Duce  -  President  of  West  Colorado  District. 
Lula  Ellis  — Corresponding  Secretary. 

Ellen  Luke  — Mission  Bookkeeper. 

RELEASES 

Don  A.  Smith,  of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Cleveland,  Idaho. 
Benita  G.  Norton,  of  New  Mexico  — Home,  Venice,  Calif. 
Anna  Rogers,  of  Scottsbluff  —  Home,  Lewiston,  Utah. 
Vernal  W.  Nalder,  of  N.  Mexico  — Home,  Holbrook,  Ida. 
Arlo  B.  Shumway,  of  W.  Colorado —  Home,  Provo,  Utah. 
Myrtle  Sudweeks,  of  Black  Hills  — Home,  Kingston,  Utah. 
Iola  Hoggan,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

W.  AIRD  MACDONALD,  President 

BAKERSFIELD  DISTRICT:  -  Evan  M.  Homer,  President, 
1211  King  Street,  Bakersfield,  California. 

Due  to  the  many  changes  which  have  taken  place 
in  our  district  in  the  past  month  we  have  been  some¬ 
what  unsettled;  but  regardless  of  such  conditions  we 
find  that  we  have  had  many  fine  experiences  for 
which  we  are  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  It  is 
our  aim  and  desire  to  bear  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  all  we  meet  and  we  have 
been  trying  to  prove  our  allegience  to  this  motto  by 
our  activities. 

Sisters  Arline  King  and  Maybeth  Farr,  who  are  la¬ 
boring  in  Oildale,  California,  can  see  the  fruits  of 
their  labors.  They  have  been  using  two  new  methods 
of  trading,  "primary"  and  "hospital"  tracting,  with  a 
great  deal  of  success.  The  primary  tracting  consists  of 
visiting  the  homes  near  their  neighborhood  Primary 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  the  parents  to  have  their 
children  attend.  After  thus  making  friends,  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  introduced  and  readily  accepted  in  50% 
of  the  homes.  Copies  of  books  loaned  and  attendance 
at  Primary  show  a  decided  increase.  During  visiting 
hours  at  the  General  Hospital,  these  sisters  have  been 
visiting  those  patients  who  have  few  callers,  making 
friends  and  explaining  the  Gospel.  These  people  are 
very  receptive  to  the  message,  since  at  no  other  time 
in  their  lives  are  they  so  desirous  of  a  knowledge  of 
God  and  the  life  to  come. 

Elders  Morrill  and  McMillan,  who  are  laboring  in 
the  northern  part  of  our  district,  report  conditions  very 
favorable.  They  have  now  traded  the  town  three 
times  and  find  that  ihe  interest  of  the  people  in¬ 
creases  in  proportion  to  tracting  done.  In  one  single 
morning  they  were  invited  to  hold  three  collage  meet¬ 
ings.  Through  a  spirit  of  meekness  which  they  pos¬ 
sess,  they  have  made  30  or  40  fine  investigators,  some 
of  whom  have  requested  baptism. 

Two  Elders  while  laboring  in  Bakersfield  were  called 
to  the  hospital  one  morning  to  administer  to  a  little 
girl.  As  they  were  departing  from  the  room,  an  elder¬ 
ly  lady  who  had  heard  the  prayer  offered  for  the 
little  girl,  asked,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  "Will  you 
please  pray  for  me?"  They  did  so  willingly  and 
also  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  explain  to 
her  the  power  of  the  Priesthood.  When  leaving  the 
room  they  were  called  to  a  third  patient  to  administer 
to  her  before  leaving  the  hospital.  When  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  hospital  three  days  later  they  found  the 
condition  of  all  three  much  improved. 
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MONTEREY  BAY  DISTRICT: -Elden  R.  Pugmire,  Presi¬ 
dent,  10  Logan  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  California. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  feel  to  thank  the 
Lord  for  the  joy  and  success  that  has  attended  their 
labors  during  the  last  few  months.  We  sow  and  we 
nourish,  and  our  hearts  swell  with  gratitude  for  the* 
harvest  we  are  privileged  to  reap,  for  we  realize  that 
it  is  the  Lord  who  gives  the  increase. 

Early  in  the  month  of  February  a  baptismal  service 
was  held  in  the  new  chapel  in  San  Jose,  in  which 
five  souls  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  The  bap¬ 
tisms  were  performed  by  former  District  President 
Reuben  A.  Saunders  and  Elder  Alvin  D.  Kinsey.  Later 
in  the  month  these  two  Elders  officiated  in  the  baptism 
of  two  converts  from  Pacific  Grove,  the  services  being 
held  at  the  Carmel  River.  On  March  first  another 
baptismal  was  held  in  the  San  Jose  Chapel,  when  five 
converts  and  one  child  were  baptized  into  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God.  We  hope  to  soon  welcome  several 
others  who  have  applied  for  baptism.  Thus  the  work 
of  the  Lord  moves  along  and  we  joy  in  the  service. 

Due  to  the  labors  of  Elders  Kinsey  and  Butler  a 


passage  of  scripture  as  a  theme.  The  Relief  Society 
Sisters  of  that  branch  served  a  delicious  dinner  after 
the  forum,  for  which  we  were  deeply  appreciative. 
In  the  report  meeting  all  the  missionaries  bore  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  and  the  joy  of  being 
in  his  service. 

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA  DISTRICT.-E.  Cameron  Full¬ 
mer,  1103  East  Sixth  Street,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  are  happy  to  re¬ 
port  many  fine  investigators  in  their  various  fields 
of  labor  and  the  promise  of  the  day  of  harvest. 

Report  meeting  was  enjoyed  by  all,  as  was  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  together  and  partake  of  the  faith 
and  spirit  of  each  other  and  to  count  our  many 
blessings. 

Elders  Johnson  and  Young  who  have  been  acting 
as  guides  at  the  Mesa  Temple  reported  several  inci¬ 
dents  where  the  spirit  of  antagonism  was  changed  to 
a  spirit  of  humility  by  their  humble  presentation  of 
the  various  things  represented  by  the  carvings  on  the 
temple.  One  gentleman  they  had  shown  around  the 
temple  gave  a  very  favorable  report  of  the  incident 


CONJOINT  REPORT  MEETING  OF  THE  FRESNO  DISTRICT  AND  BAKERSFIELD  DISTRICT 
AT  HANFORD,  CALIFORNIA.  FEBRUARY  26,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Kieth  Keller,  Norman  I.  Perry.  Hal  H.  Bradshaw,  Everett  M.  Wray, 
A.  Leroy  Hunsaker,  Merrill  Colton,  Grant  E.  Gardner. 

Center  Row:  Ralph  Wilkins.  Robert  F.  Chatfield,  Newell  McMillan,  Leon  Nielson,  M.  Evan 
Homer.  R.  Thomas  Dike,  D.  Harold  Wood,  Alton  Morrell. 

Back  Row:  Pres.  G.  Hugh  Nelson,  Arline  King,  Grace  Goodman.  Mrs.  Earl  Ross,  Edna  Brimhall, 
Brother  L.  C.  Ricks.  Ruth  E.  Oakley,  Norma  Johnson,  Mae  Hyde,  Pres.  J.  Roscoe  Hunt. 


Sunday  School  and  Relief  Society  have  been  organized 
in  Los  Gatos  and  are  being  attended  by  enthusiastic 
members  and  investigators. 

On  Sunday  morning,  February  12,  a  thirty-minute 
radio  broadcast  was  given  over  station  KHUB  in  Wat¬ 
sonville.  Elders  Frank  Barrus  and  Erwin  Child  gave 
short  talks  and  were  assisted  with  music  by  some  of 
the  Watsonville  Saints.  This  is  one  of  several  such 
programs  given  over  that  station  in  the  past  six 
months,  and  we  feel  they  have  done  a  great  deal  of 
good  in  spreading  the  truths  of  the  Gospel. 

Sisters  Iva  Lou  Larsen  and  Helen  Mar  Carter  are 
doing  a  good  work  in  Morgan  Hill  and  at  the  same 
time  keeping  their  Primary  going  in  Gilroy.  In  Salinas, 
Elders  Robert  Cope  and  Quincy  Maxfield  have  been 
instrumental  in  organizing  a  Mutual  Improvement  As¬ 
sociation,  which  has  stimulated  interest  and  activity 
among  both  members  and  investigators. 

Sisters  Carma  Gamble  and  Estella  Vanderhoof  are  en¬ 
joying  their  labors  and  are  carrying  on  a  good  work 
in  Pacific  Grove.  Pres.  Elden  Pugmire  and  Elder  Mer¬ 
lin  Huntsman  are  seeing  some  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labors  in  Santa  Cruz. 

On  March  25,  a  very  enjoyable  forum  and  a  report 
meeting  were  held  in  Gilroy.  In  the  forum  each  mis¬ 
sionary  gave  a  five-minute  talk,  using  a  favorite 


in  a  Wisconsin  paper. 

Elders  Erickson  and  Archibald  are  really  enjoying 
the  work  here  in  Tucson  for  the  short  time  they  have 
been  here.  They  are  holding  many  cottage  meet¬ 
ings  and  have  also  made  some  arrangements  for  a 
broadcast  over  the  local  station.  Elders  Henkel  and 
Chandler  report  their  radio  broadcast  was  a  great 
success  and  the  owner  of  the  station  in  Bisbee  asked 
them  to  arrange  another  program.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  we  shall  also  have  the 
records,  "The  Fullness  of  Times,"  to  use  for  our  radio 
broadcasts.  All  the  missionaries  expressed  a  desire 
to  hold  more  cottage  meetings  and  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  present  the  Gospel  to  honest  searchers  after 
truth. 

IMPERIAL  VALLEY  DISTRICT Eldon  J.  Card,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  263,  Beaumont,  Calif. 

The  power  of  the  Priesthood  has  been  a  wonderful 
blessing  to  the  missionaries  of  this  district.  Particu¬ 
larly  has  this  been  so  during  the  past  six  weeks. 
Through  the  administrations  of  the  Priesthood  and 
the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  the  sick  have 
been  healed  and  the  faith  of  members  and  non-mem¬ 
bers  strengthened  in  the  divinity  of  this  work  and  the 
authority  vested  in  ambassadors  of  the  Lord  to  act 
in  his  name. 
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On  one  of  these  occasions,  Pres.  Harold  L.  Dean 
was  called  upon  to  administer  to  a  girl  who  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Church.  She  had  been  sent  home 
from  school  with  the  measles.  She  asked  her  folks, 
who  also  were  non-members,  to  send  for  the  Elders. 

Pres.  Dean  did  not  have  a  companion  at  this  time,  but 
complied  with  this  request  of  faith.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  young  girl  went  back  to  school  well,  and 
without  any  trace  of  the  disease. 

Several  of  the  missionaries  who  had  been  unable 

to  go  about  their  regular  work  due  to  illness  asked  to 
be  adminstered  to.  The  Lord  blessed  all  of  them  with 
increased  health.  One  of  the  lady  missionaries  was 
almost  instantly  healed.  The  missionaries  had  not  been 
able  to  completely  awaken  her  for  several  days/  but 
within  an  hour  after  the  administration  she  was  up 
and  taking  part  in  a  missionary  study  class.  Such 
manifestations  of  the  power  of  God  impress  us  with 
the  necessity  of  living  lives  worthy  of  such  blessings. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  in  having  the  use  of  the 

recordings,  "The  Fullness  of  Times."  Through  the 

use  of  these  clear-cut  dramatizations  of  the  restoration 
and  growth  of  the  Church,  many  homes  have  been 
opened  to  us.  The  missionaries  are  taking  advantage 
of  every  opportunity  to  use  the  machine,  and  as  a 
result  the  number  of  cottage  meetings  held  has  made 
a  marked  increase. 

Sisters  Gladys  Farraway  and  Zella  Putnam  have 
started  a  Primary  in  Banning.  The  attendance  has 
tripled  during  the  past  three  weeks.  Most  of  the 
children  attending  are  not  members  of  the  Church. 

REDWOOD  DISTRICT :  -  Sodney  M.  Priday,  President, 
220  Hillsdale  Street,  Eureka,  California. 

A  recent  tour  of  the  Redwood  District  by  Elders  Pri¬ 
day  and  Barker  brought  a  commendable  report  of 
harmony  and  progress  throughout  the  district.  The 
tour  included  a  visit  ot  an  elderly  man  in  Napa, 
California,  who  last  year  in  his  travels  from  Germany 
to  the  United  States,  became  acquainted  with  a  lady 
who  interested  him  in  the  Gospel  Plan  as  revealed 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  She  gave  him  a 
copy  of  the  "Book  of  Mormon"  and  the  "Doctrine 
and  Covenants"  printed  in  German,  Recently,  she 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Mission  Office  desiring  that  this 
fine  contact  be  followed  up.  The  visit  revealed 
him  to  be  an  earnest  investigator.  Although  unable 
to  speak  much  English,  by  his  actions  he  expressed 
his  appreciation  to  the  Elders  for  coming,  and  voiced 
the  desire  to  have  one  of  the  St.  Helena  Saints,  a 
convert  from  Germany,  to  come  to  his  home  and 
teach  him  the  Gospel  in  his  native  tongue.  May  the 
Lord  bless  him  in  his  investigations. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Elders  Hendricks  and  Stoddard 
in  Ukiah,  a  wealth  of  friendships,  with  enduring  pos¬ 
sibilities,  have  developed.  As  a  result  of  their  friend¬ 
ly  visits  to  the  Methodist  Church  Sunday  services 
and  the  Epworth  League  meetings,  opportunities  have 
arisen  for  the  entire  Sunday  School  class  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  Elders  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the 
beautiful  story  of  Mormonism.  Results  of  these  con¬ 
tacts  were  seen  in  the  Ukiah  Branch  meeting  when 
eight  of  their  friends  were  in  attendance  to  witness  an 
inspirational  service  of  music  and  talks  by  the  branch 
president  and  missionaries.  The  Lord  is  truly  bless¬ 
ing  their  sincere  efforts  to  teach  the  Gospel. 

In  Santa  Rosa  Elders  Bradfield  and  Coleman  are 
doing  a  good  work.  One  of  their  contacts,  with 
whom  they  have  been  holding  study  classes,  was  a 
visitor  from  Sacramento;  when  she  left  she  expressed 
her  desire  for  baptism,  which  she  undoubtedly  will 
receive  in  Sacramento.  Another  interested  friend  ex¬ 
pressed  her  desire  for  baptism  and  a  wonderment  as 
to  why  she  had  not  studied  Mormonism  sooner. 

Elder  and  Sister  Johnson,  laboring  in  Rio  Dell,  re¬ 
port  a  full  week  for  meeting  engagements.  One  with 
an  interested  family  has  progressed  to  the  point 
that  the  father,  heretofore  disinterested  and  uncon¬ 
cerned,  has  issued  special  invitation  for  more  meet¬ 
ings  to  be  held. 


Through  the  diligent,  sincere  efforts  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  in  Eureka,  Elders  Miskin  and  Kunz  report  a  num¬ 
ber  of  sincere  investigators.  One  lady  has  inquired 
about  baptism,  and  others  are  engaged  in  a  thorough 
study  of  the  restored  Gospel. 

FRESNO  DISTRICT  :-J.  Roscoe  Hunt,  President,  855 
Home  Avenue,  Fresno,  Calif. 

If  we  are  in  tune  with  that  "still  small  voice"  we 
are  sure  to  be  led  aright.  Elder  Leroy  Hunsaker  and 
Pres.  Hunt  were  working  in  headquarters  at  Fresno 
and  had  decided,  one  Friday  night,  to  go  to  Sonora 
the  next  morning,  about  160  miles  north  of  Fresno. 
As  they  were  preparing  to  leave  they  were  impressed 
to  turn  and  go  to  Avenal,  70  miles  south.  Their  im¬ 
pression  to  go  that  way  was  certainly  not  misleading, 
for  they  found  Elder  Ralph  Wilkins  in  a  critical  con¬ 
dition  with  appendicitis.  He  was  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  at  Hanford  where  he  was  operated  on  and  is 
now  well  on  the  road  to  recovery. 

Although  two  of  our  missionaries  have  been  ill  prac¬ 
tically  all  month  we  feel  to  rejoice  in  the  work  that 
has  been  accomplished.  Two  more  souls,  Brother  Hen- 
rich  Ihnen  and  Sister  Pauline  Young,  from  Avenal 
Branch,  were  led  into  the  waters  of  baptism.  Also, 
our  Sonora  organization  was  made  almost  self-sus¬ 
taining  by  the  appointment  of  Brother  Victor  Worsley 
as  their  Presiding  Elder. 

"And  thou  must  open  thy  mouth  at  all  times,  de¬ 
claring  my  gospel  with  the  sound  of  rejoicing." 
—  Doc.  &  Cov.  28:16. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Stephen  M.  Bennion,  from  Murray,  Utah,  to  San  Diego. 
Blaine  H.  Smith,  from  Smithfield,  U.,  to  Imperial  Valley. 
Bruce  Meldrum  Heggie,  from  Raymond,  Can.,  to  Shasta. 
Claude  P.  Burton,  from  Afton,  Wyo.,  to  Arizona  Dist. 
Clyde  Russell  Hansen,  from  Northern  States  Mission, 
to  San  Francisco  Fair. 

D.  R.  Packard,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  Monterey  Bay. 
Lucy  Ann  Vaughn,  from  Seattle,  Wash.,  to  Los  Angeles. 
O'Ryan  Gull,  from  Brigham,  Utah,  to  Shasta  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Aleen  Francom,  from  Shasta  to  Redwood  District. 
Olga  Fenn,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Redwood  District. 
Ruth  Ella  Oakley,  from  Fresno  to  Shasta  District. 

Louise  Patrick,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Fresno  District. 
Howard  R.  Hoggan,  from  Shasta  to  San  Francisco  Fair. 
Frank  Barrus,  from  Monterey  Bay  to  San  Francisco  Fair. 
Frank  Coleman,  from  Redwood  to  Shasta  District. 

Mark  C.  Child,  from  San  Francisco  Fair  to  Redwood. 
Nathan  B.  Hale,  from  San  Francisco  Fair  to  Monterey 
Bay  District. 

Grant  E.  Gardner,  from  Fresno  to  Los  Angeles  District. 
Phoebe  Jensen,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Bakersfield  Dist. 
Maybeth  Farr,  from  Bakersfield  to  Mission  Office. 
Michael  J.  Seat,  from  San  Diego  to  Imperial  Valley. 
Harold  A.  Glover,  from  Nevada  to  Santa  Barbara  Dist. 
Samuel  E.  Bennett,  from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Diego. 
Ferris  R.  Duke,  from  San  Diego  to  Santa  Barbara  Dist. 
Melvin  B.  Peterson,  from  Santa  Barbara  District  to 
Mission  Office. 

Halbert  J.  Keller,  from  San  Diego  to  Los  Angeles  Dist. 
Dale  S.  Brown,  from  Arizona  to  Los  Angeles  District. 
APPOINTMENTS 

M.  Evan  Homer  —  President  Bakersfield  District. 

A.  LeRoy  Hunsaker  — President  Santa  Barbara  District. 
Vernal  E.  Peterson  -  President  of  Shasta  District. 

Elaine  Call  —Recorder. 

Maurice  J.  Graham- President  San  Diego  District. 
Melvin  B.  Peterson  —  Commissarian. 

Ariel  B.  Chatterton  —  President  Los  Angeles  District. 
Maybeth  Farr -Mission  Supervisor  of  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A. 
RELEASES 

James  E.  Cook,  of  Imperial  Valley  — Home,  Roberts,  Ida. 
Geo.  Hugh  Nelson,  of  Bakersfield -Home,  Heber,  Utah. 
Aubrey  J.  Parker,  of  San  Diego -Home,  Santa  Barbara, 
Calif. 

Floyd  B.  Barrus,  of  Shasta  Dist.  — Home,  Fairview,  Wyo. 
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John  Young,  of  Southern  Arizona —  Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Parley  R.  Glover,  of  Santa  Barbara  -  Home,  Midvale,  U. 
Glen  Morris,  of  Los  Angeles  -  Home,  Portage,  Utah. 
Mark  A.  and  Armenia  Coombs,  of  San  Diego -Home, 
Cardston,  Canada. 

Wendell  C.  Cornia,  of  Shasta -Home,  Woodruff,  Utah. 
Alvin  C.  Kinsey,  of  Monterey  Bay  — Home,  Midway,  U. 
Beth  Paxman,  Mission  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A.  Supervisor  of 
Los  Angeles  Dist.  — Home,  Provo,  Utah. 

Alice  Hanna,  of  Los  Angeles  -  Home,  Windsor,  Ont.f 
Canada. 

Quincey  D.  Maxfield,  of  Monterey  Bay  Dist. -Home, 
Lyman,  Utah. 

Ervin  R.  Child,  of  Monterey  Bay -Home,  Hooper,  Utah. 
Wesley  D.  Hendricks,  of  Redwood  -  Home,  Lewiston,  U. 


TEXAS  MISSION 

ELRAY  L.  CHRISTIANSEN,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Claud  D.  Mangum,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Saturday,  March  11,  President  and  Sister  Christiansen 
arrived  in  Waco  to  hold  district  conference.  The 
missionaries  of  our  district  were  called  in.  At  3  p.  m. 
we  held  a  missionary  business  meeting  and  without 
exception  the  missionaries  gave  very  fine  reports  on 
meetings  held,  new  contacts  made  and  copies  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  distributed. 

Sunday,  March  12,  three  sessions  of  district  confer¬ 
ence  were  held.  Much  valuable  instruction  and  ad¬ 
vice,  helpful  to  both  Saints  and  investigators,  was 
given  by  our  mission  authorities. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  'taken  from  the  front 
page  of  the  weekly  publication  of  the  Waco,  Austin 
Ave.  Methodist  Church.  It  was  given  to  Elders  Sherman 
D.  Park  and  Claud  D.  Mangum,  by  the  wife  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Stewards.  "Did  you  know 
that  because  'Bring  ye  the  whole  tithe  into  the  store¬ 
house'  so  develops  spirituality  that  practically  all 
young  Mormons  will  work  for  their  Church,  anywhere 
on  earth,  for  from  one  to  three  years  time  without  one 
cent  of  pay,  while  their  families,  not  the  Church,  pay 
all  their  expenses  while  in  the  field  of  labor?"  Through 
this  published  comment,  the  Elders  received  an  invita¬ 
tion  in,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  explain 
many  principles  of  the  Gospel,  as  well  as  to  leave  a 
Book  of  Mormon. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Clifton  Young,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

It  seems  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  felt  more 
every  day,  and  such  should  be  the  case  if  we  faith¬ 
fully  do  our  part.  The  work  here  in  this  district 
has  steadily  progressed.  Many  seeds  have  been  sown, 
some  of  which  have  already  borne  fruit.  We  wish  to 
welcome  Kitty  Loretta  Adams,  Mary  DeWitt  Powell, 
Evelyn  Marie  Ross  and  Audry  Maxine  Jones  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  by  baptism. 

Elder  Harold  W.  Tadje  reports:  "I  had  visited  a 
home  several  times  and  found  no  one  there,  but  de¬ 
cided  to  try  once  more  before  giving  up.  This  time 
I  met  the  man  of  the  house.  After  I  had  explained 
the  Book  of  Mormon  to  him  he  said,  'You  know,  about 
sixty  years  ago,  back  in  Missouri,  my  mother  found 
one  of  these  books  in  the  basement  of  an  old  house 
that  we  were  moving  into.  She  told  me  only  very 
little  about  the  book,  but  I  have  been  seeking  for  one 
ever  since.'  He  couldn't  thank  me  enough  for  the 
treasure  I  had  brought  to  him." 

Peace,  joy  and  contentment  are  coming  to  those  that 
believe  and  also  to  the  missionaries  as  they  search 
diligently  for  the  faithful. 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

To  the  second  annual  Gold  and  Green  ball  and 
banquet  of  the  Texas  Mission,  came  Saints  from  points 
a  thousand  miles  apart.  There  were  250  served  at 


the  banquet  and  about  300  attended  the  dance.  Many 
favorable  comments  were  made  by  observers. 

The  ball  was  one  event  of  a  three-day  convention. 
On  the  24th,  the  missionaries  of  the  district  met  with 
President  Christiansen  for  a  discussion  of  their  prob¬ 
lems.  That  evening  the  M.  I.  A.  theme  festival,  con¬ 
sisting  of  skits,  songs,  and  retold  stories,  contributed 
by  the  various  branches,  was  attended  by  an  audience 
of  146. 

On  the  26th  was  held  a  meeting  of  all  the  dis¬ 
trict  presidents.  This  group  included  three  who  were 
to  be  released  and  their  successors.  Immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  this,  branch  presidents  from  five  of  the  branches 
in  the  Mission,  met  together  to  discuss  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  their  work. 

Three  sessions  of  Conference  were  held  Sunday,-  the 
morning  session  consisted  of  a  special  pageant  depict¬ 
ing  the  descent  of  the  Priesthood  from  Adam  to  the 
present  day. 

The  missionaries,  during  the  month,  had  a  number 
of  excellent  meetings.  At  a  logging  camp  in  the 
country,  Elders  Bawden  and  Hicken,  met  a  man  trav¬ 
eling  from  place  to  place  with  a  tent  and  a  movie 

projector.  He  knew  much  about  the  Mormons,  having 
visited  Utah  because  of  his  work.  He  offered  the  use 
of  his  tent  for  a  film  lecture.  The  Elders  accepted 
and  showed  "Landmarks  of  Church  History"  to  over  a 
hundred  people. 

Elders  Hendricks  and  Garner  also  held  a  fine  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  pictures  at  the  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium 
at  Beaumont.  About  100  of  the  inmates  were  in  at¬ 

tendance. 

During  the  month  the  missionaries  have  made  a 

special  study  of  the  "Seven  Claims  of  The  Book  of 

Mormon,"  and  an  examination  on  it  was  given.  The 
questions  sent  out  were  all  answered  individually  and 
returned  to  the  district  president. 

Baptisms  March  12,  by  Elder  Edward  H.  Rampion: 
Don  Loran  Dana,  Kitiie  Mae  Travis  and  William  Cicero 
Travis. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Burton  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"And  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of 
Heaven  set  up  a  Kingdom,  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed  ..." 

We  welcome  with  great  joy,  these  fine  people  into 
the  Church:  Karl  Joseph  Monney,  Sr.,  and  Karl 
Joseph  Monney,  Jr.,  baptized  by  Elder  Howard  Al- 
brechtsen.  Also  Zula  Bell  Robinson,  Minnie  Lee  Dow- 
learn  and  Zepher  Wuensch,  baptized  by  Elder  Gail 
P.  Hendrickson. 

Elder  Burton  Morgan,  and  the  lay  missionaries  of 
San  Antonio,  Sister  Snow  and  Sister  Farnsworth,  met 
with  the  Elders  and  Saints  of  Corpus  Christi,  March  18 
and  19.  A  social  was  held  Saturday  followed  by  a 
splendid  conference  on  Sunday. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  Austin  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Corse  held  a  very  successful  basket  lunch  social  to 
raise  funds  for  their  trip  to  Houston  to  attend  the 
Mission-wide  M.  I.  A.  festivities. 

The  97th  anniversary  of  the  Relief  Society  was  cele¬ 
brated  by  those  of  the  San  Antonio  organization 
March  15.  A  fine  program  was  presented  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Biering. 

Now  for  a  glance  through  the  missionary  letters  for 
the  month  of  March: 

"We  surely  enjoyed  a  fine  meeting  last  week. 
There  were  39  present,  23  of  these  were  non-members. 
The  other  evening  we  held  two  street  meetings,  al¬ 
though  we  don't  usually  do  this.  The  last  one  turned 
out  to  be  the  best  one  we  have  ever  held.  A  large- 
number  of  people  stopped  and  we  had  six  fine  con¬ 
versations." 

"Last  Wednesday,  March  1,  we  were  privileged  to 
show  the  pictures  of  the  ruins  of  Mexico  to  the  Science 
Club  at  the  Rio  Hondo  High  School.  There  were  32 
non-members  present.  And  maybe  you  don't  think 
that  made  us  happy." 

There  are  many  people  looking  for  the  TRUTH,  and 
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we  of  this  district  are  spending  less  time  with  "hearers 
only"  and  seeking  for  those  who  believe  in  obedience. 

NORTH  LOUISIANA  :-Rean  B.  Bisel,  President  3717 
Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Elders  Alfred  Bush  and  Mark  Webster  were  recent¬ 
ly  privileged  to  present  before  a  science  club  of 
Monroe,  Louisiana,  the  film  slide  lecture,  "Before 
Columbus."  Much  interest  was  shown  among  the 
teachers  as  well  as  among  the  students.  The  lecture, 
"Forgotten  Empires,"  when  given  brought  the  same 
fine  results.  The  Elders  were  invited  to  meet  with 
the  club  again. 

Last  week  while  trading,  Elders  Donald  T.  Bailey 
and  Emmerson  Kennington  met  a  lady  who  had  moved 
to  the  South  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada.  She  was 
acquainted  with  a  number  of  Latter-day  Saints  there 
and  was  very  much  impressed  by  their  lives.  Some 
of  her  people  have  already  become  members  of  the 
Church  and  she  expressed  a  gerat  desire  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  Church  activity  here.  Elders 
were  invited  to  return  often. 

The  lady  missionaries,  as  well  as  the  Elders,  have 
many  interesting  experiences.  Sisters  L;llis  Ence  and 
Annie  Dabb  report  the  following:  "Yesterday  we  had 
the  privilege  of  calling  on  a  lady  who  has  been  read¬ 
ing  the  Book  of  Mormon  for  some  time.  She  was  very 
much  interested  in  its  contents.  She  told  us  that  she 
knew  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  be  the  Word  of  God, 
and  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  Prophet.  She  staled 
that  the  promise  made  in  Moroni  10:4  had  certainly 
been  fulfilled  through  her  prayers  concerning  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  Both  she  and  her  husband  extended 
to  us  an  invitation  to  return  often." 

The  lady  missionaries  also  report  much  success  in 
their  Primaries,  which  are  being  held  with  children 
of  members  and  non-members. 

We  wish  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  Leon. 
Derwin  Henson,  who  entered  by  baptism,  March  5,  1939. 
May  he  continue  in  the  straight  and  narrow  path 
which  leads  to  life  eternal. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  R.  Johnson, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Life,  however  short,  is  made  still  shorter  by  a 
waste  of  time."  The  missionaries  rejoice  in  the  op¬ 
portunities  afforded  by  the  Church  to  make  such  good 
use  of  their  time.  Here  in  this  district  we  do  feel 

that  time  has  been  well  spent  this  month. 

With  the  help  of  our  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Winne- 
fred  Lake  and  Vera  Christensen,  the  Relief  Societies 
of  Gonzales  and  Albany  presented  the  pageant,  "The 
Mothers  of  Men."  It  was  well  attended  and  enjoyed 
by  all. 

Elders  Gearld  Neal,  Charles  R.  Johnson,  Lloyd  Karren, 
and  Orvel  Hansen  made  a  very  interesting  visit  to 

Port  Sulphur.  The  Methodist  minister  turned  the  en¬ 

tire  evening  service  over  to  us.  Those  in  attendance 
showed  interest  in  our  service  and  the  things  said. 

From  Lake  Charles  comes  this  report  by  Elders 
Vernon  Moon  and  Wayne  Bushman:  "We  were  in¬ 
vited  over  to  the  First  Christian  Church  to  speak  to 
a  group  of  high  school  students.  We  told  them  about 
our  missionary  system  and  the  organization  of  our 

Church.  Many  questions  were  asked  following  the 
services." 

Elders  Charles  R.  Johnson  and  Oscar  Tracy,  the 
mission  genealogical  supervisor,  made  a  very  good 
contact  while  trying  to  locate  some  information  at  a 
library  in  New  Orleans.  Upon  asking  the  librarian 
regarding  some  genealogical  records  she  became  in¬ 
terested  in  certain  aspects  of  our  religion.  We  gladly 
explained  these  to  her  and  left  a  Book  of  Mormon 
as  well  as  other  literature. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  one  of  our  oldest  members, 
Sister  Andrea  Gonzales  McCrory,  who  passed  away 
March  22,  1939,  at  the  age  of  88.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  to  her  children. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Julia  Drury,  from  Salt  Lake  Cily,  to  North  Texas  Dist. 


TRANSFERS 

J.  T.  Spencer,  from  South  Louisiana  to  North  Louisiana. 
Gearld  Neal,  from  South  Louisiana  to  West  Texas  Dist. 
Stephen  Tanner,  from  West  Texas  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Orland  K.  Hamblin,  from  South  Texas  to  S.  Louisiana. 
Ethel  Smart,  from  North  Texas  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 
Ward  Hicken,  from  South  Texas  to  West  Texas  Dist. 
Dennis  Farnsworth,  from  South  Texas  to  E.  Texas  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Rean  B.  Bisel —  President  of  North  Louisian  District. 
Clifton  Young -President  of  North  Texas  District. 
Claud  D.  Mangum  —  President  of  East  Texas  District. 
Charles  R.  Johnson  —  President  of  South  Louisiana  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Grant  R.  Jacobson  -  Home,  Bancroft,  Idaho. 

George  A.  Talbot -Home,  Lewiston,  Utah. 

N.  P.  Anderson  — Home,  Price,  Utah. 

Ross  W.  Hansen -Home,  Lakeside,  Arizona. 

Carlos  W.  Stone -Home,  Rexburg,  Idaho. 

Raymond  M.  Holt -Home,  Winslow,  Arizona. 

Charles  H.  Marchant  -  Home,  Murray,  Utah. 

Gearld  Neal -Home,  Snowville,  Utah. 

EDWARD  H.  RAMPTON,  Missionary  Secretary. 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION 

ORLANDO  C.  WILLIAMS,  President 

NEW  MEXICO  DISTRICT: -Glenn  L.  Bolt,  President, 
Box  17,  Taos,  New  Mexico. 

Recently  my  companion  and  I  look  a  trip  through 
the  district,  to  Albuquerque.  We  were  greatly  blessed 
on  our  trip,  and  met  a  great  many  men  to  whom  we 
expressed  our  views  of  life -the  views  and  truths  taught 
ony  in  our  Church.  From  this  trip  we  find  that  the 
world  is  watching  carefully  the  progress  and  acts  of 
the  Church  similar  to  the  way  it  looked  upon  the 
Israelitish  nation  when  it  too  was  teaching  and  living 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel. 

In  Albuquerque  we  found  Elders  Cloyd  Mecham 
and  Wayne  Dudley,  and  Sisters  Florence  Pratt  and 
Blanche  Swasey  enjoying  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  in 
his  work.  Here,  the  Elders  and  lady  missionaries  have 
been  somewhat  afflicted  by  the  epidemic  of  flu  that 
was  so  prevalent  this  winter,  but  they  continued  to  do 
their  work,  and  were  blessed  with  enough  strength  to 
do  so. 

me  missionaries  report  much  success  in  their  work, 
and  have  found  a  great  many  new  friends,  friends  who 
are  in  search  of  truth,  and  friends  who  will,  sooner  or 
later,  see  the  wisdom  of  this  Gospel  and  become  true 
members  of  the  Kingdom. 

From  Albuquerque  also  comes  the  report  that  some 
are  ready  for  baptism,  and  as  soon  as  arrangements 
are  made,  and  last  minute  sureties  confirmed,  they 
will  enter  the  waters  of  baptism  and  become  members 
of  this  fold. 

During  the  winter  months,  the  Elders  and  lady  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  Albuquerque  have  had  the  privilege  of 
appearing  before  some  of  the  civic  clubs  of  the  city, 
and  also  of  helping,  and  conversing  with  our  Indian 
brethren.  It  might  be  better  to  give  you  the  report 
of  this  work  from  the  Elders  themselves : 

"During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1938-39  I  had  the 
privilege  of  visitng  some  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  of 
Central  New  Mexico  with  Sister  Lorin  F.  Jones  of  Al¬ 
buquerque.  Sister  Jones  is  an  Indian  Service  Agent 
and  her  work  is  to  teach  the  Indians  the  modern  art 
of  homemaking. 

"The  Indians  are  like  the  ancient  Jews  in  that  they 
are  very  strict  about  accepting  outside  ideas  of  re¬ 
ligion.  For  this  reason  one  has  to  be  careful  in  ap¬ 
proaching  the  subject  of  religion.  Generally  I  found 
that  the  Indians  have  the  name  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
but  they  still  have  many  customs  and  legends  that 
have  been  handed  down  since  the  time  Christ  visited 
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this  continent.  These  customs  are  very  sacred  to 
them.  Only  members  of  the  tribe  who  are  in  good 
standing  are  permitted  to  participate  in  the  ordinances. 

"Each  Pueblo  is  an  individual  nation  with  distinct 
ideas  about  government  and  definite  language.  The 
one  and  important  thing  they  have  in  common  is 
religion.  They  are  all  very  humble  and  depend  much 
on  the  power  of  prayer.  They  pray  for  guidance 
in  all  their  work  and  pleasures.  In  each  Pueblo  the 
governing  council  consists  of  12  appointed  men,  in 
whom  all  legal  power  is  vested.  Each  Pueblo  has  a 
governor  appointed  as  leader. 

"Through  what  few  words  I  dropped  and  the  few 
good  conversations  I  had,  I  sold  two  Books  of  Mormon 
and  loaned  another.  In  one  Pueblo  Sister  Jones,  Elder 
Mecham  (my  companion)  and  I  talked  for  three  hours 
with  the  governor  of  the  Pueblo,  his  wife,  and  an¬ 
other  lady.  We  told  them  the  story  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  and  explained  a  few  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church.  As  we  were  leaving  one  lady  told  use  she 
did  not  feel  baptized,  just  sprinkled. 

"As  a  tribute  to  the  Indians  I  have  met  and  talked 
with,  I  can  truly  say  they  are  the  most  sincere  and 
humble  people  I  have  ever  known.  They  are  the 
kind  of  people  who  are  worthy  of  having  the  light 
of  the  Gospel  to  guide  them  in  their  lives.  My  few 
visits  were  very  beneficial  to  me  and  strengthened 
my  testimony  very  much. 

"  'And  they  shall  become  a  white  and  delightsome 
people'." -2  Nephi,  30:6. 

A  few  months  ago  we  Elders  were  trading  in  Ranchos. 
The  people  there  have  been  visiled  for  years,  and  I 
dare  say  that  there  is  not  a  person  in  this  valley 
who  has  not  directly  or  indirectly  been  contacted  by 
our  missionaries  during  these  years.  When  we  knocked 
on  the  door  of  one  house  a  man  appeared  and  in¬ 
vited  us  to  come  back  later  that  afternoon,  and  he 
would  be  glad  to  talk  with  us.  Upon  returning,  we 
found  that  the  man  had  met  the  missionaries  some 

three  years  before.  They  had  gone  to  his  house  and 

had  always  been  invited  to  talk  and  dine  with  him. 
At  that  time  the  man  respected  God  but  like  many 
men  of  today,  never  gave  much  study  to  his  doctrines. 
As  the  result,  many  of  the  discussions  were  arguments, 
which  brought  no  direct  results.  I  am  sure  that  the 
missionaries,  perhaps  unknowingly,  planted  a  small 
seed  here.  The  missionary  friends  of  the  man  finally 
were  transferred,  and  through  a  great  many  transfers 
at  one  time  the  contact  was  lost  until  the  day  we 
again  encountered.  In  the  two  years  he  has  not  been 
contacted,  a  great  many  things  have  come  about. 
First,  the  man  himself  is  a  victim  of  tuberculosis. 
During  one  of  his  sick  spells,  after  the  missionaries 
had  visited  him,  he  gave  up  smoking,  because  they 

had  taught  him  it  wasn't  good  for  the  body.  Then 

he  lost  his  wife,  who  died  of  cancer.  When  we  con¬ 
tacted  him,  we  found  him  putting  all  his  efforts 
into  being  a  good  mother  to  three  children  left  to 
his  care.  Because  of  his  own  sickness  he  is  forbidden 
by  the  doctors  to  work.  Under  these  conditions  nat¬ 
urally  his  attitude  has  changed. 

We  have  visited  this  man  each  week,  and  some  of 
our  calls  have  grown  into  ten  or  twelve  hours  of 
discussing  the  Scriptures.  We  have  loaned  him  many 
books  of  our  Church,  and  he  is  now  gaining  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  One  of  the  books  we  loaned 
him  is  the  Word  of  Wisdom  by  Elder  and  Mrs.  John 
A.  Widtsoe.  From  this  and  our  discussions  he  gave 
up  his  coffee,  which  he  now  testifies  was  causing  him 
trouble  with  his  stomach  and  his  sleep.  The  man  is 
now  studying  hard,  and  he  says  that  when  he  clears 
a  few  more  things  in  his  mind,  he  will  be  ready 
for  baptism,  even  though  his  immediate  family  and 
those  upon  whom  he  is  depending  for  home  and  other 
things  are  strong  defenders  of  another  faith.  May 
God  help  him  to  see. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  many  seeds  that  have  been 
left  here  by  others,  awaiting  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to 
quicken  them  to  life.  So,  even  though  our  work  may 


seem  futile  at  the  time,  we  must  not  give  up,  we  can’t 
give  up,  for  this  is  the  Truth,  and  "The  Truth  shall 
prevail." 

ARIZONA  DISTRICT  :-J.  Harold  Call,  President,  255 
Norlh  Main,  Tucson,  Arizona. 

We  were  privileged  to  enjoy  a  visit  of  our  mission 
president  and  the  quartette  of  the  Singing  Charros  who 
toured  the  entire  district  holding  conference.  Radio 
programs  were  presented  in  Douglas  and  Tucson  with 
several  new  cottage  meetings  and  new  investigators 
being  the  direct  result.  In  Douglas  many  people  stood 
in  the  streets,  being  unable  to  crowd  into  the  hall. 
This  has  started  Elders  Gene  Goaslind  and  Matthew 
Rees  seeking  a  larger  meeting  hall  in  which  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  labors.  Their  Primary  has  grown  so  large 
it  has  become  necessary  to  hold  two  meetings,  one  for 
the  boys  and  another  for  the  girls.  With  such  fa¬ 
vorable  results  we  certainly  expect  the  Lord's  work 
to  continue. 

Elders  Joseph  Jensen  and  Cyril  Cluff  arranged  and 
held  an  Easter  sunrise  service  with  the  branch  in 
Nogales.  This  is  a  custom  that  has  been  practiced  for 
several  years  in  the  border  town  and  the  Elders  are 
continuing  such  activities  with  excellent  results.  The 
Elders  have  also  obtained  a  projection  machine  with 
some  records  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir  and  are  ar¬ 
ranging  to  us  them  in  outdoor  meetings.  The  need  of 
a  hall  in  which  to  hold  Sacrament  meetings  has  caused 
the  Elders  to  look  for  a  new  location.  They  report 
several  good  investigators  and  some  baptisms  are  ex¬ 
pected  soon. 

Activities  in  Tucson  have  been  many  and  varied. 
A  Spanish  supper  and  dance  was  given  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Chapel  Friday,  April  7,  with  more  than  125  pres¬ 
ent.  The  funds  derived  therefrom  are  to  be  used  for 
a  new  chapel  which  we  hope  to  have  soon.  On  Easier 
Sunday  a  good  program  was  presented  after  which 
Sister  Claudia  Calderon  was  baptized  by  Elder  J.  Harold 
Call.  It  is  in  Sister  Calderon's  home  that  one  of  the 
three  Primaries  conducted  by  the  lady  missionaries  is 
held. 

A  report  meeting  of  the  entire  district  is  to  be  held 
in  the  Mesa  Temple  very  shortly.  We  are  also  ar¬ 
ranging  to  take  several  members  with  us  so  they 
might  complete  the  sacred  and  eternal  ordinance  of 
temple  marriage. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Ila  Loveland,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  San  Diego,  Calif. 
Mae  Thomas,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
TRANSFERS 

Clementina  Brown  to  San  Diego,  California. 

Joseph  W.  Sharp  to  San  Diego,  California. 

Cyril  Cluff  to  Nogales,  Arizona. 

Elmo  Elison  to  Alburque,  New  Mexico. 

Joseph  Dudley  to  El  Paso,  Texas. 

Carlos  P.  Cutler  to  Dallas,  Texas. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Don  F.  Harris  —  Senior  at  Denver,  Colorado. 

Milda  Schwendiman  —  Senior  at  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Gene  H.  Goaslind  —  Senior  at  Douglas,  Arizona. 
RELEASES 

Shirrel  R.  Young,  of  El  Paso,  Texas -Home,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  California. 

Vaughn  Green,  of  El  Paso,  Tex.  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Merlin  S.  Horne,  of  El  Paso,  Texas  — Home,  Malta,  Ida. 
Valden  O'Donnal,  of  El  Paso,  Texas -Home,  Colonia 
Dublan,  Mexico. 

Val  B.  Despain,  of  Dallas,  Texas  — Home,  Prescott,  Ariz. 
Edward  L.  Howard,  of  Denver,  Colorado  — Home,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  California. 

IVAN  L.  CLUFF,  Mission  Secretary. 


All  truth  is  independent  in  that  sphere  in  which  God 
has  placed  it,  to  act  for  itself,  as  all  intelligence  also, 
otherwise  there  is  no  existence.  -  Doc.  &  Cov.  93:30. 
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EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

FRANK  EVANS,  President 

CHAMPLAIN  DISTRICT  :-E.  Leon  Elmer,  President 
208  Margaret  St.,  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

Elders  Ray  M.  Haddock  and  Paul  J.  Bates,  laboring 
at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  were  recently  asked  to  take 
part  in  a  minstrel  review.  Both  missionaries  played 
important  parts  in  the  finale,  Elder  Haddock  singing 
three  solos  during  the  performance.  They  feel  that 
much  was  accomplished  in  making  friends  and  break¬ 
ing  down  prejudice. 

Elders  L.  H.  Fairburn  and  E.  Lee  Breece,  part-time 
missionaries  of  Malone,  N.  Y.,  ore  to  be  commended 
for  the  fine  work  they  are  doing.  Recently  Elder  Fair- 
burn  was  asked  to  speak  on  the  Church  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  men's  club  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Many  favorable  comments  were  made 
of  the  ingenuity  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  One  man 
remarked  that  if  all  people  would  pattern  after  the 
Mormons,  this  would  be  a  much  better  world  in  which 
to  live.  Much  has  been  accomplished  by  Elder  Breece 


baby  Geraldine  Ibbs,  who  died  recently.  At  the 
funeral  services  Elder  Hansen  spoke  of  the  consoling 
principles  of  the  plan  of  salvation  as  a  comfort  in  time 
of  distress,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  hadn't  known 
of  its  truths.  He  also  delivered  thoughts  of  consola¬ 
tion  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Ellis,  a  non-member. 

Sisters  Selma  Whitehead  and  Elva  Swallow  have 
drawn  a  wide  range  of  interest  to  their  work  at  Read¬ 
ing,  Penna.,  where  they  have  been  conducting  two 
successful  Primaries.  The  Relief  Society  was  organized 
in  that  city  not  long  ago  under  the  direction  of 
Sister  Priscilla  L.  Evans,  President  of  Mission  Relief 
Societies.  Sister  Vinnie  M.  Fink  was  selected  as  presi¬ 
dent  with  the  lady  missionaries  acting  as  her  coun¬ 
selors. 

Elders  Paul  F.  Lindberg  and  Lawrence  Mecham  are 
concentrating  on  trading  in  an  effort  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  larger  numbers  and  are  enjoying  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  endeavor  at  Reading.  Missionary  work 
has  been  renewed  at  Pleasantvillt,  N.  J.  with  Elders 
Eldon  B.  Romney  and  Keith  J.  Bult  reporting  that 
response  is  unusually  fine  in  that  section. 

Nearly  175  persons  enjoyed  the  annual  dinner  pre- 


MISSION. ARIES  OF  THE  EAST  PENN  DISTRICT,  EASTERN  STATES  MISSION, 
IN  FRONT  OF  PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH  CHAPEL 

Left  to  Right:  Paul  F.  Lindberg.  Elva  Swallow,  Eldon  13.  Romney,  Betty 
Mae  Kotter.  Dick  L.  Jackson.  District  President  Harold  I.  Hansen.  Lawrence 
Mecham.  Barbara  Brinton.  Keith  J.  Bult,  Selma  M.  Whitehead,  Raymond  L. 
Sudweeks,  Merritt  H.  Egan. 


in  his  efforts  to  lend  and  sell  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
He  has  yet  to  have  a  book  returned  to  him  after  once 
lending  it/  they  always  return  with  the  purchase  price 
of  the  book. 

Elders  Elmer  and  Paul  W.  Fife  were  recently  given 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  at  one  of  the  churches 
at  Plattsburg  and  as  a  result  many  friends  and  in¬ 
vestigators  were  made.  Although  we  have  no  build¬ 
ing  of  our  own  in  this  locality,  our  Primary  attend¬ 
ance  has  increased  almost  two-fold  recently  because 
of  the  cooperation  of  Brother  and  Sister  Thomas  C. 
Chase,  who  open  their  home  to  this  group.  We  thank 
them  heartily  for  this  help. 

EAST  PENN  DISTRICT: -Harold  I.  Hansen,  Presi¬ 
dent,  612  South  48th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Penna. 

"Beware  lest  any  man  spoil  you  through  philosophy 
and  vain  deceit,  after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the 
rudiments  of  the  world,  and  not  after  Christ." —  Col.  2:8. 

Ever  mindful  of  this  warning  and  always  alert  to 

opportunities  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ  by  ex¬ 
ample  as  well  as  by  precept,  the  missionaries  of  East 
Penn  District  are  happy  to  report  success  in  their 
labors.  Baptismal  services  were  held  recently  for 

Dorothy  Anderson,  Florrie  Mae  Schladensky,  and  John 
Glover.  We  want  to  extend  our  hand  of  fellowship 

to  them  and  pray  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to 

attend  them. 

We  offer  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the  parents  of 


pared  and  served  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch  Relief 
Society  at  the  L.  D.  S.  chapel  there  recently.  Both 
members  and  non-members  participated  in  the  affair. 
That  branch  also  presented  a  successful  M  Men-Gleaner 
Girl  banquet  and  an  enjoyable  Gold  and  Green  ball 
within  the  past  few  weeks. 

Elder  Merritt  H.  Egan,  mission  genealogical  super¬ 
visor,  has  created  considerable  interest  in  his  field 
throughout  the  district,  where  he  labors  as  a  regular 
missionary  besides  following  his  special  calling. 

A  Primary  class  was  started  in  Philadelphia  recently 
by  Sisters  Betty  Mae  Kotter  and  Barbara  Brinton,  who 
are  also  assisting  Elders  Hansen  and  Egan  with  a  Book 
of  Mormon  study  class. 

NEW  JERSEY  DISTRICT Lawrence  M.  Broadhead, 
President,  35  South  10th  Street,  H.  P.,  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  N.  J. 

The  New  Jersey  District,  comprising  the  northern 
half  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  is  small  in  area  and 
few  members  of  the  Church  reside  in  it,  yet  it  is  a 
metropolitan  area  close  to  New  York  City  with  a 
population  of  between  two  and  three  million.  Most 
of  the  members  living  here  have  come  from  the  West 
to  go  to  school  or  to  accept  employment.  People 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  have  come  to  this  lo¬ 
cality  with  the  idea  of  making  a  better  livelihood, 
which,  without  the  Gospel,  means  simply  to  make 
(Concluded  on  page  527) 
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LOST 

By  HOWARD  F.  TAYLOR,  Northwestern  States  Mission 

The  sea  rolled  back  and  left  in  its  wake, 

A  small  fish  on  the  sand. 

It  flopped  and  twisted,  turned  and  gasped, 
Then  was  seized  by  a  grimy  hand. 

A  boy  of  eight  stood  looking  down 
At  the  bit  of  life  in  his  grasp, 

Then  with  quickening  steps  he  hurried  on 
To  finish  his  self-assigned  task. 

The  going  was  rough  and  the  stones  were  slick, 
Down  the  bank  to  the  water  ahead. 

He  must  make  haste  and  no  effort  waste, 

For  the  fish  would  soon  be  dead. 

He  was  almost  there  when  the  fish  with  a  jerk, 
Slipped  and  wiggled  free, 

And  fell  between  two  boulders 
A  few  feet  from  the  sea. 

The  patient  lad  with  a  small  bare  foot 
Pulled  him  into  view, 

And  started  on  to  accomplish  the  task 
That  he  had  set  out  to  do. 

He  ran  to  the  water  and  cast  the  fish 
Into  the  settling  foam, 

Then  turned  and  slowly  wended  his  way 
Up  the  bank  t'ward  home. 

I  wondered,  as  I  watched  from  a  hill  close  by, 
Why  the  fish  seemed  so  anxious  to  die. 

How  silly  to  wiggle  away  from  the  one 

Who  was  trying  to  see  that  mercy  was  done. 

Yet  how  often  we  humans  have  done  that 
same  thing, 

And  passed  from  beneath  the  kind  Master's 
wing  — 

When  we  too  had  found  ourselves  lost  in  the  sand, 
And  were  being  led  back  by  His  merciful  hand. 


IGNORANCE  THE  BAN  TO  PROGRESS 
By  ELDER  VAN  SMITH,  Eastern  States  Mission 

Ignorance  is  a  terrible  thing.  It  is  the  millstone 
about  the  neck  of  progress;  the  drug  which  dulls  clear 
objective  thinking;  the  ban  to  real  advancement  in 
any  line.  If  Satan  were  to  classify  his  most  effecitve 
weapons  I  doubt  not  that  ignorance  would  head  the 
list  without  dispute.  The  foundation  for  the  bigot's 
foul  villification  is  ignorance,  and  ignorance  is  the 
cause  for  one's  condemning  and  persecuting  another. 

At  no  time  in  the  past  has  education  attained  such 
heights  and  never  before  have  so  many  people  felt  its 
salutary  influence.  Yet  ignorance  is  widespread  and, 
though  its  presence  is  not  readily  apparent,  under 
many  guises  it  still  reaps  its  destruction  of  truth  and 
right.  In  one  place  it  may  be  found  as  intolerance, 
in  another  as  indifference,  in  still  another  it  may  be 


discerned  in  simulated  arrogance  or  in  prejudice  and 
ridicule. 

How  often  does  a  housewife  conceal  from  the  zealous 
missionary  her  lack  of  information  and  knowledge  be¬ 
hind  an  assumed  impatience  and  disdain  for  anything 
connected  with  Mormonism.  Rather  than  acknowledge 
her  shallow  knowledge,  an  admission  which  humbles, 
she  is  petulant  and  too  busy  to  listen.  Rarely  is  such 
an  attitude  encountered  when  the  individual  has  known 
previous  missionaries,  or  has  visited  Temple  Square, 
or  has  lived  among  the  Saints,  or  has  in  other  ways 
been  associated  with  the  Church.  Such  a  difference 
in  views  indicates  that  enlightenment  concerning  Mor¬ 
mon  doctrines  and  acquaintance  with  the  life  and 
teachings  of  Latter-day  Saints  effaces  any  enmity  that 
may  have  previously  existed. 

How  strange  it  is  that,  "It  is  impossible  to  make 
people  understand  their  ignorance,  for  it  requires 
knowledge  to  perceive  it  and  therefore  he  that  can 
perceive  it  hath  it  not." 

Consequently  our  great  objective  is  to  dispell  dark¬ 
ness  and  shed  the  lgiht  of  truth.  An  open  mind  and 
a  desire  to  learn  is  essential  in  the  attaining  of 
knowledge,  and  knowledge  is  essential  to  salvation. 

According  to  Shakespeare:  "Ignorance  is  the  curse 
of  God;  knowledge,  the  wings  wherewith  we  fly  to 
heaven."  And  by  even  more  certain  authority:  "It 
is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  ignorance" 
and  "Man  can  be  saved  no  faster  than  he  gains 
knowledge." 

Only  knowledge  and  truth  can  make  us  free. 


EASTERN  STATES  MISSION 

(Concluded  from  page  526) 

money.  They  have  failed  to  gain  the  import  of  the 
Master's  words  when  He  said,  "But  seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you." 

Even  with  this  condition  existing  generally  there  are 
many  good  people  living  good  lives  and  a  few  who 
are  seeking  the  fulness  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Re¬ 
cently  we  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  Miss  Ethel 
Engle,  one  of  the  first  converts  in  this  locality  for 
some  time.  We  welcome  her  and  hope  that  the 
restored  Gospel  may  add  much  to  her  life. 

Elders  Lawrence  M.  Broadhead  and  Angus  M.  Mc- 
Lane  had  been  laboring  in  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  until 
a  few  weeks  ago,  when  they  moved  to  New  Brunswick, 
where  they  have  now  been  joined  by  Elder  Claude 
Pomeroy. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
L.  Marcel  Anderson,  from  Morgan,  Utah,  to  Oneida. 
John  I.  Walker,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  Erie  District. 
Raymond  B.  Crane,  from  Oakley,  Idaho,  to  Oneida  Dist. 
Claude  Pomeroy,  from  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  New  Jersey. 
TRANSFERS 

Elva  Swallow,  from  East  Penn  Dist.  to  Seneca  District. 
Edna  Madsen,  from  Seneca  Dist.  to  East  Penn  District. 
Thomas  H.  Riggs,  from  Senaca  Dist.  to  Mission  Office. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 
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Elders  Reed  Smoot,  George  F.  Richards  and  Stephen  L  Richards. 

Back  Row:  Elders  Richard  R.  Lyman,  Melvin  J.  Ballard ,  John  A.  Widtsoe,  Joseph  F.  Merrill,  Charles  A. 
Callis.  Albert  E.  Bowen  and  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon.  Elder  Cannon  is  the  Associate  Apostle . 
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The  Home  is  not  the  four 
walls  that  keep  out  the  cold, 
the  wind,  and  the  storm,  nor 
the  rooms  therein  that  add 
comfort  to  the  indwellers. 
These  are  merely  the  house 
under  which  the  home  is 
roofed.  The  home  must  have 
a  husband  and  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  with  love  and  all  the  other 
virtues  that  the  Christian  gen¬ 
erations  have  given  them. 


★ 


★ 


The  Lord  never  intended  that 
children  should  grow  up  spir¬ 
itually  neglected  and  cast 
adrift  to  care  for  themselves 
any  more  than  He  intended 
that  the  newborn  babe  should 
be  thrown  out  into  the  street 
to  live  or  die  as  chance  might 
decree,  or  to  wait  until  ma¬ 
turity  to  determine  whether  he 
should  seek  learning  or  remain 
in  ignorance. 


★ 


RETHREN  AND  SISTERS  of  this  great  throng  and  of  the  air, — chil¬ 
dren  all  of  one  supreme  God. 

Today  is  the  traditional  day  of  the  resurrection-birth  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  our  Elder  Brother,  Jesus  Christ — the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father, 
the  Messiah  that  was  to  come,  the  Lamb  of  God,  the  Firstfruits  of  the  Res- 
surection,  the  Redeemer  of  the  World.  We  may  not  forget  this  day,  nor  its  sig¬ 
nificance  for  us. 

Heralded  centuries  before  His  birth  as  the  “Prince  of  Peace’’  (Isaiah  9:6), 
heavenly  angels  announced  His  coming,  saying: 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.  (Luke  2:14.) 

Modern  man  sometimes  vainly  thinks  that  Jesus’  mission  was  to  wipe  out  war; 
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and  scoffers  have  cried  that  since  war  still 
curses  the  earth.  Christ's  mission  has  failed 
and  Christianity  is  a  blight. 

Yet  Christ  Himself  sent  forth  His 
Twelve,  saying: 

Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace 
on  earth:  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a 
sword.  (Matt.  10:34.) 

Christ  did  proclaim  a  peace — the  peace 
of  everlasting  righteousness,  which  is  the 
eternal  and  mortal  enemy  of  sin.  Between 
righteousness  and  sin,  in  whatever  form, 
there  can  only  be  unceasing  war,  whether 
in  one  man,  among  the  people,  or  between 
nations  in  armed  conflict.  This  war  is 
the  sword  of  Christ;  whatever  its  form 
this  war  cannot  end  until  sin  is  crushed 
and  Christ  brings  all  flesh  under  His  do¬ 
minion.  Righteousness  is  peace  wherever 
it  abides;  sin  in  itself  is  war  wherever  it 
is  found. 

Sin  and  spiritual  and  mortal  death 
came  to  the  world  through  the  Fall  of 
Adam;  these  were  overcome  by  the  Atone¬ 
ment  of  Christ.  As  Paul  declared  it: 

For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ 
shall  all  be  made  alive.  (I  Cor.  15:22.) 

The  mission  of  Christ,  planned  before 
the  foundations  of  the  earth  were  laid, 
was  to  conquer  death  and  bring  the  resur¬ 
rection  to  each  and  every  of  God’s  children 
born  to  the  earth.  This  mission,  Christ 
made  perfect  and  complete.  To  fill  this 
mission  he  needed  no  help  from  man,  and 
no  man  can  take  from  or  add  to  it,  no 
matter  what  man  has  done  or  may  do. 
So  Christ’s  mission  has  not  failed;  it  can¬ 
not  fail.  It  is  the  perfect  service  finished, 
for  it  is  the  service  of  Deity  Himself. 

What  today's  world  must  have,  if  hu¬ 
manity  is  to  go  on  climbing  upward,  is 
men — those  wearing  the  cloth  as  well  as 
the  laity — who  know  that  God  lives  and 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ;  men  that  having 
this  knowledge  have  also  the  intellectual 
honesty  not  only  to  admit  but  to  proclaim 
it;  and  men  who  have  further  the  moral 
courage  and  sterling  character  to  live  the 
righteous  lives  this  knowledge  demands. 
And  this  knowledge  must  be  a  living, 
burning  knowledge  of  God  and  Christ. 
The  world  will  never  thrive,  if  indeed  it 
can  live,  on  abstruse  ideals  or  an  ethical 
code. 

Furthermore,  to  you  men  of  all  beliefs, 
truth  is  saying:  The  righteous  life  is  not 
for  the  other  man  only;  do  not  hug  this 
delusion  to  your  soul.  It  will  destroy 


you.  The  righteous  life  is  for  you  and 
each  of  you  also. 

The  chief  place  in  which  this  knowl¬ 
edge  and  this  righteousness,  this  peace  of 
Christ  shall  be  bred  and  nurtured,  is  the 
home,  and  yet  throughout  the  world  the 
modern  way  of  apostasy,  of  idolatry,  and 
of  paganism,  is  threatening  the  home — 
the  very  bulwark  of  civilization  itself. 

Everybody  knows  that  home  is  not  the 
four  walls  that  keep  out  the  cold,  the 
wind,  and  the  storm,  nor  the  rooms  there¬ 
in  that  add  comfort  to  the  indwellers. 
These  are  merely  the  house  under  which 
the  home  is  roofed.  The  home  must  have 
a  husband  and  wife,  with  all  the  virtues 
that  the  Christian  generations  have  given 
them;  and  to  this  husband  and  wife  there 
must  be  born  children.  Dogs  and  cats 
on  the  hearth,  and  blooded  horses  and 
cows  in  the  born,  are  not  children  and  do 
not  make  a  home.  There  must  be  a 
father  and  mother  and  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  of  God  in  the  home.  “Multiply  and 
replenish  the  earth,”  was  God’s  command 
and  is  the  law  of  all  creation. 

Among  Latter-day  Saints,  children  have 
a  peculiar  place  and  relation:  They  are  the 
fleshly  tabernacled  spirits  whose  intelli¬ 
gences  are  co-eternal  with  God.  Not  fol¬ 
lowing  the  rebellion  of  Lucifer,  these  spir¬ 
its  kept  their  “first  estate”  in  heaven.  They 
have  come  to  this  earth  to  receive  the  mor¬ 
tal  bodies  given  them  by  us  fathers  and 
mothers,  and  to  live  their  “second  estate.” 
If  these  children  live  rightly  here,  observ¬ 
ing  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord,  they  will 
keep  their  “second  estate,”  and  will  not 
only  be  resurrected,  as  will  all  mortals,  but 
they  will  also  be  exalted  and  “have  glory 
added  upon  their  heads  forever  and  ever.” 
And  this  glory  is  the  glory  of  intelligence, 
which  is  the  glory  of  God.  They  shall 
have  also  the  glory  of  eternal  progression. 
This  righteous  family  of  father,  mother, 
and  children,  with  their  loving  relation¬ 
ships,  will  endure  throughout  the  eterni¬ 
ties  to  the  glory  and  blessing  of  its  mem¬ 
bers. 

Out  of  this  purposeful,  divine  relation¬ 
ship  of  parent  and  child,  comes  a  dual 
duty  and  love. 

To  the  child  God  said  at  the  great  day 
of  law-giving  at  Sinai: 

Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee.”  (Ex.  20:12.) 

This  command  is  not  spiritual  only,  it 
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is  not  religious  only,  it  is  also  political. 
It  declares  that  in  the  nation  which  shall 
live,  children  must  honor,  that  is,  must 
hearken  to  and  obey,  their  parents.  This 
means  there  must  be  in  the  land  the  true 
home,  and  that  without  this  home,  so 
signifies  the  command,  the  nation  will 
perish. 

Christ  Himself,  as  a  child  of  twelve  in 
the  Temple,  though  knowing  His  divine 
mission,  its  meaning,  and  its  source,  fol¬ 
lowed  homeward  His  anxious,  sorrowing, 
and  mildly  reproving  mother,  saying  only: 

How  is  it  that  ye  sought  Me?  wist  ye  not 
that  I  must  be  about  My  Father's  business? 
(Luke  2:49.) 

Out  of  the  wisdom  of  the  past  we  have 
to  the  children  these  words: 

Hearken  unto  thy  father  that  begat  thee, 
and  despise  not  thy  mother  when  she  is  old. 
(Prov.  23:22.) 

A  foolish  son  is  a  grief  to  his  father,  and 
bitterness  to  her  that  bare  him.  (Prov.  17:25.) 

A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father:  but  a 
foolish  man  despiseth  his  mother.  (Prov. 
15:20.) 

My  son,  keep  thy  father's  commandment, 
and  forsake  not  the  law  of  thy  mother: 

Bind  them  continually  upon  thine  heart,  and 
tie  them  about  thy  neck. 

When  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee;  when 
thou  sleepest,  it  shall  keep  thee:  and  when 
thou  awakest,  it  shall  talk  with  thee. 

For  the  commandment  is  a  lamp;  and  the 
law  is  light;  and  reproofs  of  instruction  are 
the  way  of  life.  (Prov.  6:20-23.) 

Paul  commanded  the  Ephesians: 

Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord: 
for  this  is  right. 

Honor  thy  father  and  mother;  which  is  the 
first  commandment  with  promise; 

That  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou 
mayest  live  long  on  the  earth.  (Eph.  6:1-3.) 

To  the  wayward  child,  there  comes  the 
poignant  wisdom  of  the  immortal  poet: 

How  sharper  than  a  serpent’s  tooth  it  is  to 
have  a  thankless  child.  (King  Lear,  Shake¬ 
speare.) 

One  of  the  things  Christ  told  the  rich 
young  man  inquiring  as  to  what  he  should 
do  to  inherit  eternal  life,  was  to  “honor 
thy  father  and  mother."  (Mark  10:19.) 
This  duty  so  divinely  imposed,  carries 
with  it  to  the  child  the  obligation  loving¬ 
ly  to  care  for  the  parent  in  poverty,  in 
sickness,  and  in  death. 

To  the  parent  there  are  equal  duties. 
The  same  wisdom  of  the  past  says: 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go, 


and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it. 
(Prov.  22:6.) 

And  again: 

Chasten  thy  son  while  there  is  hope,  and 
let  not  thy  soul  spare  for  his  crying.  (Prov. 
19:18.) 

To  you  parents  it  must  be  said:  This 
precious  spirit  of  God  is  here  with  you, 
because  you  willed  it  so.  Your  act,  not 
his,  brought  him  to  you.  He  did  not  ask 
you  to  bring  him  to  you.  When  you 
beckoned  him  into  the  flesh,  you  became 
responsible  for  him. 

You  can  do  no  act  to  thrust  aside  or 
lay  off  from  your  shoulders  that  responsi¬ 
bility.  That  spirit,  dear  to  God,  is  in 
your  keeping.  No  other  person  can  take 
your  place.  Our  Eternal  Father  will  hold 
every  father  and  every  mother  to  a  strict 
accountability  for  the  custody  and  guar¬ 
dianship  of  every  spirit  they  bring  into 
the  world. 

The  Lord  in  our  own  day  has  said  that 
the  "sin  is  upon  the  head  of  the  parents" 
that  teach  not  their  children  “to  under¬ 
stand  the  doctrines  of  repentance,  faith  in 
Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  and  of 
baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands." 

For  this  shall  be  a  law  unto  the  inhabitants 
of  Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes  which  are 
organized. 

*  *  * 

And  they  shall  also  teach  their  children  to 
pray,  and  to  walk  uprightly  before  the  Lord. 
♦  *  * 

Now,  I,  the  Lord,  am  not  well  pleased  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Zion,  for  there  are  idlers 
among  them;  and  their  children  are  also  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  wickedness;  they  also  seek  not  earn¬ 
estly  the  riches  of  eternity,  but  their  eyes  are 
full  of  greediness. 

These  things  ought  not  to  be,  and  must  be 
done  away  from  among  them.  (D.  and  C. 
68:26,  28,  31,  32.) 

A  little  later  the  Lord  spoke  again: 

But  I  have  commanded  you  to  bring  up  your 
children  in  light  and  truth.  (D.  and  C.  93:40.) 

To  Frederick  G.  Williams  he  said: 

You  have  continued  under  this  condemna¬ 
tion; 

You  have  not  taught  your  children  light  and 
truth,  according  to  the  commandments;  and 
that  wicked  one  hath  power,  as  yet,  over  you, 
and  this  is  the  cause  of  your  affliction. 

And  now  a  commandment  I  give  unto  you 
— if  you  will  be  delivered  you  shall  set  in 
order  your  own  house,  for  there  are  many 
things  that  are  not  right  in  your  house. 

Verily,  I  say  unto  my  servant  Sidney  Rig- 
don,  that  in  some  things  he  hath  not  kept 
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the  commandments  concerning  his  children; 
therefore,  first  set  in  order  thy  house. 

*  *  * 

And  now,  verily  I  say  unto  Joseph  Smith, 
Jun.,  you  have  not  kept  the  commandments, 
and  must  needs  stand  rebuked  before  the 
Lord ; 

Your  family  must  needs  repent  and  forsake 
some  things,  and  give  more  earnest  heed  unto 
your  sayings,  or  be  removed  out  of  their  place. 
*  *  * 

My  servant  Newel  K.  Whitney  also,  a 
bishop  of  My  Church,  hath  need  to  be  chas¬ 
tened,  and  set  in  order  his  family,  and  see 
that  they  are  more  diligent  and  concerned  at 
home,  and  pray  always  or  they  shall  be  re¬ 
moved  out  of  their  place.  (D.  and  C.  93:40-50.) 

Paul  speaking  to  the  Ephesians,  said: 

And  ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your  children 
to  wrath;  but  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  (Eph.  6:4.) 

To  the  Colossians  he  said: 

Fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  anger, 
lest  they  be  discouraged.  (Col.  3:21.) 

Thus  it  is  not  now  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church,  and  it  never  has  been,  that  chil¬ 
dren  should  be  allowed  to  grow  up  to  a 
maturity  when  they  may  choose  their  re¬ 
ligious  beliefs  for  themselves,  before  any 
attempt  is  made  to  teach  them  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  the 
paths  of  righteousness.  The  Lord  never 
intended  that  children  should  grow  up 
spiritually  neglected  and  cast  adrift  to 
care  for  themselves  any  more  than  He  in¬ 
tended  that  the  newborn  babe  should  be 
thrown  out  into  the  street  to  live  or  die  as 
chance  might  decree,  or  to  wait  until  ma¬ 
turity  to  determine  whether  he  should  seek 
learning  or  remain  in  ignorance. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Lord  has  made 
clear  in  his  revelations  that,  from  earliest 
infancy,  children  must  be  taught  in  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  in  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Church,  else  “the  sin  be  upon 
the  heads  of  the  parents/'  “A  child  left 
to  himself  bringeth  his  mother  to  shame." 
(Prov.  29:15),  said  the  ancient  proverb. 
The  Savior  teaching  His  disciples,  said: 

If  a  son  shall  ask  bread  of  any  of  you  that 
is  a  father,  will  he  give  him  a  stone?  Or  if 
he  ask  a  fish,  will  he  for  a  fish  give  him  a 
serpent  ? 

Or  if  he  shall  ask  an  egg,  will  he  offer 
him  a  scorpion?  (Luke  11:11,  12.) 

Any  one  who  teaches,  encourages,  or 
spreads  this  doctrine  of  neglect,  no  matter 
who  he  is  or  what  his  position,  will  not 
be  held  guiltless  before  the  Lord. 

This  monstrous  doctrine  is  founded 


either  in  a  disbelief  in  all  religion,  or  in  a 
belief  that  all  religion  is  for  the  immature 
and  weak-minded,  for  the  morons  of  so¬ 
ciety,  or  else,  that  all  religions,  pagan, 
Christian  idolatrous,  are  equally  good,  all 
lead  to  the  same  goal,  and  no  choice  is  to 
be  made  amongst  them — all  of  which 
ideas  are  contrary  to  the  revealed  will  of 
God,  as  His  words  all  testify. 

I  repeat  again,  the  prime,  indeed  the 
sole,  responsibility  for  starting  the  child 
along  the  right  way,  rests  upon  the  parents. 
This  responsibility  is  the  inescapable  result 
of  bringing  children  into  the  world.  It 
cannot  go  on  unheeded,  nor  can  it  be  cast 
off,  or  shifted  to  another.  It  is  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  that  comes  by  divine  decree. 

Parents  may  not  assume  that  their  work 
can  be  done  by  the  schools;  and  the  schools 
shall  not  try  to  usurp  the  place  of  the  par¬ 
ents  nor  to  relieve  them  of  their  obliga¬ 
tions.  Each  has  its  own  place  in  building 
the  upright,  patriotic  citizen  and  the  right¬ 
eous  man  of  God.  So  with  the  summer 
camps,  with  sports  and  other  diversions 
— these,  rightly  conducted,  may  be  helps 
to  the  building  of  youth  character,  but 
they  are  not  homes  and  cannot  be.  If  it 
be  said  that  they  are  better  than  some 
homes,  it  may  be  answered  then  shame 
upon  such  homes;  they  are  not  the  homes 
which  God  has  declared  children  should 
have. 

So  also  of  the  mere  amusements  of  the 
hour — the  theater,  the  concert  hall,  the 
movie,  and  even  the  radio  in  the  home  it¬ 
self.  Too  often  these  are  too  much  guided 
by  the  mere  greed  for  gain;  all  too  fre¬ 
quently  they  pander  to  them  of  low  mor¬ 
als  and  to  the  weakest  in  mentality;  too 
often  they  lack  in  simple  decency  and  de¬ 
serve  shame.  But  when  not  going  to  these 
extremes,  when  in  morals  and  ethics  their 
works  are  not  beyound  the  pale,  yet  in 
their  ordinary  offerings  they  too  often 
depict  a  standard  of  life  and  conduct 
which  is  un-Christian.  A  Christian  life 
is  not  built  around  cocktail  lounges,  exotic 
night  cabarets,  luxurious  hotel  lobbies, 
princely  dwellings  of  idleness,  and  an  ease 
and  luxury  that  the  imperial  palace  has 
rarely  known.  Yet  the  youth  are  coming 
to  think  that  these  are  the  norms  of  our 
life,  and  that  if  they  do  not  get  them, 
something  is  wrong  with  parents  or  so¬ 
ciety.  The  world  has  never  had  a  people 
that  were  all  millionaires;  it  never  will 
have.  The  sooner  we  know  this  the  bet¬ 
ter  it  will  be  for  the  world. 

We  parents  may  not  trust  the  training 
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of  our  children  to  any  or  all  of  these.  If 
we  shall  do  so  and  our  children  shall  sin, 
then  so  surely  as  the  Lord  has  said  it,  “the 
sins  be  upon  the  head  of  us,  the  parents. 

Children  should  be  at  home  at  night, 
every  night,  and  not  away  from  home; 
our  youth  should  be  home  most  nights, 
too,  and  the  occasional  night  when  they 
are  away,  they  should  be  carefully  protect¬ 
ed  by  us  parents,  or  someone  for  us,  from 
evil  in  all  its  forms  and  guises. 

We  parents  must  never  forget  and  must 
ever  remember  that  whenever  our  children 
leave  the  home  and  its  purlieus,  for  what¬ 
ever  reason  it  may  be,  whether  it  be  for 
amusement,  for  learning,  for  matters  of 
livelihood,  or  for  the  activities  of  religion 
and  religious  training,  they  have  for  the 
moment  passed  beyond  our  immediate  pro¬ 
tection  and  control;  they  are  away  from 
our  personal  guidance  and  restraint;  we 
may  not  then  with  our  own  hands  and 
love  and  care  minister  to  their  need  how¬ 
ever  grave  the  need  may  be.  We  may 
send  our  prayers  with  them;  we  may 
know  that  the  righteousness  we  may  have 
instilled  into  their  hearts  will  be  to  them 
as  a  shield;  we  may,  if  we  have  done  our 
full  duty,  know  that  the  spirit  of  God 
will  be  with  them,  to  guard  and  protect 
them.  But  we  must  also  know  that  as 
they  move  out  there  alone  without  us, 
that  Evil  will  be  there  too,  for  so  it  has 
always  been,  and  will  be  till  bound;  and 
remember,  the  choicer  the  spirit,  the  more 
insistent  are  Evil’s  wiles  and  temptations 
to  lead  them  to  destruction. 

Again  I  say,  not  out  of  the  school,  nor 
the  concert  hall,  nor  the  theater,  not  out 
of  the  stadium,  nor  the  movie,  nor  the 
radio,  not  even  out  of  the  church  itself 
by  itself,  nor  out  of  all  of  them  together, 
shall  come  the  mutual  respect  for  the 
rights  of  others,  the  restraining  of  will 
and  selfishness,  the  due  obedience  to  proper 
authority,  the  forbearance,  the  devotion  to 
duty,  the  poorness  of  spirit,  the  repent¬ 
ance  for  sin,  the  meekness,  the  hunger  and 
thirst  for  righteousness,  the  mercy,  the 
pureness  of  heart,  the  peacemaking,  the 
honesty,  the  sterling  integrity,  the  char¬ 
ity,  the  love,  the  reverence,  that  shall  make 
the  citizenry  of  free  nations  and  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

All  these  must  come  mostly  from  the 
home;  they  will  fully  come  from  nowhere 
else.  To  be  certain  and  sure  of  their  ef¬ 
fect,  they  must  be  engendered  in  the  fore¬ 
fathers  of  those  who  would  enjoy  them. 


This  duty,  we  parents  of  today  owe  to 
our  posterity.  Thus  we  must,  as  the 
Lord  said  through  His  prophet  of  old, 
“turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth 
with  a  curse/’  (Mai.  4:6.) 

God  grant  we  may  in  this  nation,  and 
in  the  world,  rebuild,  fortify,  and  keep 
forever  safe,  the  true  Christian  home. 


I  THANK  YOU  SINCERELY 

By  THEODORE  E.  CURTIS,  Aulhor  of 
"Molher  -  Hearl  of  Gold" 

I  thank  you  sincerely  my  wonderful  mother 

For  treasures  unnumbered  -  free  gifts  of 
your  love- 

That  live  in  the  range  of  fond  memory's 
vision 

Like  multiplied  stars  in  the  heavens 
above,- 

I  thank  you  for  leading  me  out  of  the 
shadows 

To  drink  at  the  crystalline  fountain  of 
truth  / 

For  love  in  that  "little  gray  home"  in  the 
mountains  - 

The  refuge  that  sheltered  the  flower  of 
my  youth. 

I  thank  you,  dear  heart,  for  your  faith  and 
devotion, 

Your  sacrifice  perfect  and  patience  divine/ 

For  lingering  low  in  the  valley  of  shadow 

To  give  me  life's  heritage,  mother  of  mine. 

I  thank  you  for  strength  in  the  hour  of  temp¬ 
tation 

For  vigils  that  live  in  my  memory,  bright, 

For  holding  my  hand  in  the  dusk  and  the 
darkness, 

For  smiles  in  the  morning  and  kisses  at 
night. 


“Live  within  your  means.  Get  out  of 
debt.  Lay  by  for  a  rainy  day  which  has 
always  come  and  will  come  again.  Prac¬ 
tice  and  increase  your  habits  of  thrift,  in¬ 
dustry,  economy,  frugality.  Remember 
that  the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  the 
five  that  were  wise  and  the  five  that  were 
foolish,  can  be  just  as  applicable  to  matters 
of  the  temporal  world  as  those  of  the  spir¬ 
itual/’ — President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 


Dignity  is  one  thing  that  can’t  be  pre 
served  in  alcohol. 
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of  our  children  to  any  or  all  of  these.  If 
we  shall  do  so  and  our  children  shall  sin, 
then  so  surely  as  the  Lord  has  said  it,  “the 
sins  be  upon  the  head  of  us,  the  parents. 

Children  should  be  at  home  at  night, 
every  night,  and  not  away  from  home; 
our  youth  should  be  home  most  nights, 
too,  and  the  occasional  night  when  they 
are  away,  they  should  be  carefully  protect¬ 
ed  by  us  parents,  or  someone  for  us,  from 
evil  in  all  its  forms  and  guises. 

We  parents  must  never  forget  and  must 
ever  remember  that  whenever  our  children 
leave  the  home  and  its  purlieus,  for  what¬ 
ever  reason  it  may  be,  whether  it  be  for 
amusement,  for  learning,  for  matters  of 
livelihood,  or  for  the  activities  of  religion 
and  religious  training,  they  have  for  the 
moment  passed  beyond  our  immediate  pro¬ 
tection  and  control;  they  are  away  from 
our  personal  guidance  and  restraint;  we 
may  not  then  with  our  own  hands  and 
love  and  care  minister  to  their  need  how¬ 
ever  grave  the  need  may  be.  We  may 
send  our  prayers  with  them;  we  may 
know  that  the  righteousness  we  may  have 
instilled  into  their  hearts  will  be  to  them 
as  a  shield;  we  may,  if  we  have  done  our 
full  duty,  know  that  the  spirit  of  God 
will  be  with  them,  to  guard  and  protect 
them.  But  we  must  also  know  that  as 
they  move  out  there  alone  without  us, 
that  Evil  will  be  there  too,  for  so  it  has 
always  been,  and  will  be  till  bound;  and 
remember,  the  choicer  the  spirit,  the  more 
insistent  are  Evil’s  wiles  and  temptations 
to  lead  them  to  destruction. 

Again  I  say,  not  out  of  the  school,  nor 
the  concert  hall,  nor  the  theater,  not  out 
of  the  stadium,  nor  the  movie,  nor  the 
radio,  not  even  out  of  the  church  itself 
by  itself,  nor  out  of  all  of  them  together, 
shall  come  the  mutual  respect  for  the 
rights  of  others,  the  restraining  of  will 
and  selfishness,  the  due  obedience  to  proper 
authority,  the  forbearance,  the  devotion  to 
duty,  the  poorness  of  spirit,  the  repent¬ 
ance  for  sin,  the  meekness,  the  hunger  and 
thirst  for  righteousness,  the  mercy,  the 
pureness  of  heart,  the  peacemaking,  the 
honesty,  the  sterling  integrity,  the  char¬ 
ity,  the  love,  the  reverence,  that  shall  make 
the  citizenry  of  free  nations  and  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

All  these  must  come  mostly  from  the 
home;  they  will  fully  come  from  nowhere 
else.  To  be  certain  and  sure  of  their  ef¬ 
fect,  they  must  be  engendered  in  the  fore¬ 
fathers  of  those  who  would  enjoy  them. 


This  duty,  we  parents  of  today  owe  to 
our  posterity.  Thus  we  must,  as  the 
Lord  said  through  His  prophet  of  old, 
“turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth 
with  a  curse. ”  (Mai.  4:6.) 

God  grant  we  may  in  this  nation,  and 
in  the  world,  rebuild,  fortify,  and  keep 
forever  safe,  the  true  Christian  home. 


I  THANK  YOU  SINCERELY 

By  THEODORE  E.  CURTIS,  Aulhor  of 
"Molher  -  Heart  of  Gold" 

I  lhank  you  sincerely  my  wonderful  mother 

For  treasures  unnumbered  -  free  gifts  of 
your  love  - 

That  live  in  the  range  of  fond  memory's 
vision 

Like  multiplied  stars  in  the  heavens 
above,- 

I  thank  you  for  leading  me  out  of  the 
shadows 

To  drink  at  the  crystalline  fountain  of 
truth; 

For  love  in  that  "little  gray  home"  in  the 
mountains  - 

The  refuge  that  sheltered  the  flower  of 
my  youth. 

I  thank  you,  dear  heart,  for  your  faith  and 
devotion, 

Your  sacrifice  perfect  and  patience  divine; 

For  lingering  low  in  the  valley  of  shadow 

To  give  me  life's  heritage,  mother  of  mine. 

I  thank  you  for  strength  in  the  hour  of  temp¬ 
tation 

For  vigils  that  live  in  my  memory,  bright, 

For  holding  my  hand  in  the  dusk  and  the 
darkness, 

For  smiles  in  the  morning  and  kisses  at 
night. 


“Live  within  your  means.  Get  out  of 
debt.  Lay  by  for  a  rainy  day  which  has 
always  come  and  will  come  again.  Prac¬ 
tice  and  increase  your  habits  of  thrift,  in¬ 
dustry,  economy,  frugality.  Remember 
that  the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  the 
five  that  were  wise  and  the  five  that  were 
foolish,  can  be  just  as  applicable  to  matters 
of  the  temporal  world  as  those  of  the  spir¬ 
itual/' — President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr, 


Dignity  is  one  thing  that  can’t  be  pre 
served  in  alcohol. 


Commemorating  the  Restoration  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood 

By  ELDER  JOHN  GILES,  Field  Representative  of  the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  Supervisor  of  Aaronic  Priesthood 


An  event  of  world-wide  import,  but 
which  is  known  to  comparatively  few  of 
the  many  millions  of  people  now  on  the 
earth,  will  be  celebrated  and  commemorat¬ 
ed  in  practically  all  Christian  nations  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  May. 

May  15,  1939  will  mark  the  110th 
anniversary  of  the  restoration  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  to  the  earth  and  the 
institution  of  baptism  by  immersion  by 
proper  authority  in  this  dispensation.  On 
May  15,  1829,  an  angel,  who  said  that 
his  name  was  John,  “the  same  that  is 
called  John  the  Baptist  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  ”  visited  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  in  answer  to  prayer  for  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  proper  form  of  baptism 
and  conferred  upon  them  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood,  which  includes  authority  to 
baptize. 

Thus,  the  heavens  again  were  opened 
and  guidance  given  which  resulted  later 
in  the  re-establishment  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  with  the  keys,  power,  and 
authority  necessary  to  usher  in  the  Dis¬ 
pensation  of  the  Fullness  of  Times.  This 
event  heralded  a  new  era  in  the  religious 
history  of  the  earth. 

When  Martin  Luther,  as  the  result  of 
serious  meditation,  led  a  revolt  against  the 
Catholic  Church,  he  proceeded  with  his 
friends  to  organize  a  new  church.  Yet, 
he  had  received  no  commission  to  organ¬ 
ize  the  Church  of  Christ.  He  neither 
claimed,  nor  apparently  expected,  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  such  commission.  Such  has 
been  the  case  in  the  organization  of  the 
numerous  other  churches  extant  in  the 
world  today. 

When,  on  May  15,  1829,  John  the 
Baptist  conferred  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
upon  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery, 
the  authority  to  act  in  the  name  of  God 
was  restored  to  the  earth.  While  the 
Priesthood  they  received  at  that  time  was 
limited  and  did  not  include  authority  to 
re-establish  the  Church  of  Christ,  it  did 
include,  however,  power  to  baptize,  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup¬ 
per.  When  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
was  restored  soon  after,  with  it  came  a 
direct  commission  to  organize  the  Church 
of  Christ  again  on  the  earth. 

In  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary 
this  year,  special  honor  is  to  be  paid  to 


Joseph  Smith,  who  was  chosen  as  the  in¬ 
strument  in  the  hands  of  God,  through 
whom  the  Gospel  in  its  fullness  was  re¬ 
stored  in  these  last  days.  “Learning  more 
about  Joseph  Smith,  the  Latter-day  Pro¬ 
phet"  is  the  theme  selected  and  the  boys 
and  young  men  of  the  Church  are  to  be 
given  opportunities  to  learn  more  of  the 
life  and  labors,  as  well  as  of  the  person¬ 
ality  and  achievements  of  the  founder  of 
the  Church. 

A  two-day  program  will  commemorate 
the  anniversary,  which  will  be  observed 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  20  and  21. 
On  May  20,  pilgrimages  and  picnics  will 
be  conducted  throughout  the  Church,  by 
the  Stakes  and  Wards.  One  feature  of 
the  program  suggested  is  a  series  of  games 
and  sports  of  the  nature  which  Joseph 
Smith  enjoyed  and  participated  in  fre¬ 
quently. 

Sunday,  May  21,  has  officially  been 
designated  as  Aaronic  Priesthood  day  and 
will  be  observed  in  Stakes,  Wards,  Mis¬ 
sions,  and  Branches  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Special  programs  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  all  Aaronic  Priesthood  quorum 
meetings  and  for  Sacrament  services  held 
on  that  day.  The  Sacrament  service  is 
to  be  conducted  and  participated  in  by 
young  men  and  boys  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood,  who  will  prepare  the  entire 
program.  Special  references  will  be  made 
to  the  life  and  activities  of  the  Prophet. 

Special  visits  to  all  members  of  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  will  precede  this  ser¬ 
vice  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  attendance 
and  participation  of  every  possible  mem¬ 
ber  and  to  impress  upon  all  who  have 
been  given  the  privilege  of  receiving  the 
Priesthood  the  sacredness  and  importance 
of  their  calling.  More  than  50,000  mem¬ 
bers  are  expected  to  join  in  the  celebration. 


O  the  vainness,  and  the  frailties,  and 
the  foolishness  of  men!  When  they  are 
learned  they  think  they  are  wise,  and  they 
hearken  not  unto  the  counsl  of  God,  for 
they  set  it  aside,  supposing  they  know  of 
themselves,  wherefore,  their  wisdom  is 
foolishness,  and  it  profiteth  them  not. 
And  they  shall  perish.  But  to  be  learned 
is  good  if  they  hearken  unto  the  counsels 
of  God. — 2  Nephi  9:28.  29. 


Mother's  Day 

A  Mother's  Day  Message  to  the  Mothers  in  the  Missions,  from  the  General  Presidency  and  Board  of  Relief  Society, 
by  Louisa  Y.  Robison,  General  President  and  Julia  A.  F.  Lund,  General  Secretary 


"  'Tis  Mother's  Day.  Around  it  clings 

A  thousand  tender  memories. 

And  in  my  heart  a  carol  rings - 

A  carol  sweet  of  love  and  praise. 

How  oft  her  smiles,  how  oft  her  tears, 

Have  turned  the  tide  of  thought  and  deed; 
For  she  has  been,  through  all  the  years, 

My  angel  in  the  hour  of  need." 

It  is  a  beautiful  tribute  to  mothers  that 
in  this  country  a  day  has  been  set  apart 
each  year  to  do  special  honor  to  them. 
On  this  day  mothers  everywhere  are  re¬ 
membered  by  husbands  and  by  children 
with  letters,  telegrams,  gifts,  flowers,  or 
other  expressions  of  love.  Sunday  School 
and  Church  services  often  include  special 
appropriate  programs  devoted  to  mothers. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  once  said  before  a 
congress  of  mothers  that  the  most  import¬ 
ant  thing  in  the  world  is  family  life;  that 
occupation  is  secondary;  that  health  and 
splendor  are  nothing  unless  the  home  life 
is  healthy;  and  that  in  the  family  life  the 
mother  has  the  major  role.  He  even  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  no  work  done  by  any 
man  is  as  hard  or  as  responsible  or  as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  work  done  by  every  woman 
who  bears  and  brings  up  children,  for  in 
the  keeping  of  mothers  are  the  generations 
to  come. 

In  the  ideal  L.  D.  S.  home  the  father 
and  mother  stand  side  by  side,  both  mak¬ 
ing  their  respective  contributions  to  the 
family  life. 

Mothers  do  not  usually  look  for  the 
easy  way  to  bring  up  children  but  are 
seeking  constantly  for  the  best  way.  They 
are  not  only  willing  to  make  great  per¬ 
sonal  sacrifices  for  their  children,  but  they 
do  it  gladly.  In  their  organizations,  such 
as  our  own  Relief  Society  and  the  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations,  as  well  as  in  their 
homes,  they  devote  much  of  their  study 
and  thought  to  the  proper  care  and  rearing 
of  children. 

Heavy  demands  are  made  on  the 
mothers  of  young  children  practically  ev¬ 
ery  hour  of  the  day  and  night.  Their 
work  never  seems  to  be  finished.  Not 
many  mothers  have  an  easy  time,  and  most 
mothers  have  a  hard  time;  still  they  feel 
fully  compensated  and  repaid  for  all  their 
efforts,  and  few,  if  any,  true  mothers 
would  change  their  position  in  life. 

The  influence  of  a  worthy  mother  is 


an  inspiration  and  guide  to  her  children. 
It  is  comforting,  encouraging,  ennobling. 
It  is  also  restraining  and  a  deterrent  to 
wrongdoing.  Many  great  men  have  at¬ 
tributed  their  success  in  life  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  their  mothers. 

Mothers  have  earned  and  should  have 
the  respect  of  the  community,  the  state, 
the  nation;  also  the  respect  of  fathers  and 
children.  Most  important  of  all,  how¬ 
ever,  they  should  have  the  respect  of  them¬ 
selves  and  also  an  understanding  of  the 
responsibility  resting  upon  them  and  of 
the  importance  of  their  special  mission. 
It  was  a  happy  thought,  therefore,  that 
brought  about  the  setting  forth  of  one  day 
each  year  in  which  to  feature  their  work 
and  to  do  special  honor  to  them. 

What  a  fine  thing  it  would  be  if,  in 
addition  to  the  personal  and  individual 
tributes  extended  to  mothers  on  this  spe¬ 
cial  day  with  all  the  lovely  sentiments 
connected  therewith,  our  communities  and 
our  nation  would  add  a  new  significance 
of  practical  usefulness  to  the  day  by  unit¬ 
ing  in  making  motherhood  safer.  Al¬ 
though  science  and  preventive  medicine 
have  for  years  been  carrying  on  a  success¬ 
ful  campaign  against  such  diseases  as  diph¬ 
theria,  small  pox,  and  typhoid  fever,  com¬ 
paratively  little  attention  has  been  given 
in  the  past  to  the  important  problem  of 
maternal  mortality  and  maternal  mor¬ 
bidity. 

It  is  not  generally  realized  that  approxi¬ 
mately  1600  women  die  in  this  country 
every  year  from  causes  related  to  ma¬ 
ternity;  that  child  birth  constitutes  a  great¬ 
er  risk  of  death  for  women  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  45  than  any  single  disease 
or  class  of  diseases,  with  the  exception  of 
tuberculosis;  and  that  the  health  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  women  is  destroyed  or  impaired. 
Statistics  show  that  for  every  1,000  babies 
that  are  born  alive  in  the  United  States 
there  are  over  six  mothers  who  sacrifice 
their  lives,  leaving  one  or  more  children 
to  be  cared  for  by  others. 

It  is  a  sad  thing  that  in  this  modern 
world  many  people  still  have  the  idea  that 
it  is  only  natural  that  women  hazard  their 
health  and  even  their  lives  in  giving  birth 
to  children;  and  that  when  a  woman  dies 
in  childbirth  it  is  often  conceded  that  it 
was  probably  her  time  to  go.  According 
to  the  medical  profession,  many  of  these 
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deaths  are  due  to  the  lack  of  care  before 
birth  and  to  lack  of  proper  attention  at 
the  time  of  birth. 

The  Relief  Society  from  the  beginning 
has  featured  maternity  welfare.  For  many 
years  it  conducted  a  training  school  for 
practical  nurses  where  maternity  work 
was  featured.  In  the  regular  course  of 
study  it  has  aimed  to  create  public  interest 
in  safe  motherhood.  It  has  also  estab¬ 
lished  nurse  loan  funds  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  desire  to  train  for  regular  nurs¬ 
ing  service  or  for  public  health  nursing. 
The  interest  on  the  Relief  Society  wheat 
fund  is  at  this  time  being  used  for  ma¬ 
ternity  welfare. 

Miss  Grace  Abbott,  former  chief  of  the 
Children’s  Bureau,  once  made  this  com¬ 
ment:  "‘There  are  no  more  tragic  deaths 
than  those  of  mothers  in  childbirth,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  if  it  were  understood  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  to  a 
very  large  extent  these  deaths  are  prevent¬ 
able,  they  would  be  prevented.”  She  de¬ 
clared  that  what  we  need  is  an  informed 
public  opinion  demanding  adequate  ma¬ 
ternity  care. 

Each  and  every  human  being  is  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  debtor  to  her  who  walked 
through  the  shadows  to  make  his  life 
possible,  and  in  remembering  and  shower¬ 
ing  love  and  attention  on  his  mother  on 
Mother’s  Day  or  on  any  other  day,  which 
is  most  desirable  and  appropriate,  what  a 
fine  gesture  it  would  be  for  him  to  go  a 
step  further  and  join  with  his  fellow  men 
in  safeguarding  the  life  and  future  health 
of  the  women  of  this  nation. 


MY  LIFE  CODE 

Plain  food  for  the  stomach,  vigorous 
exercise  for  the  muscles,  pure  air  for  the 
lungs,  sound  sleep  for  the  nerves,  good 
cheer  for  the  liver,  great  thoughts  for  the 
head,  holy  aspirations  for  the  heart,  kind 
deeds  for  neighbors,  and  pure  love  for 
God — these  things  make  life  worth  living 
and  heaven  sure  of  winning. 

— Nephi  Jensen. 


"Be  cheerful!  Give  this  lovely  world  a 
smile/ 

We  stay,  at  longest,  but  a  little  while, 
Hasten  we  must,  or  we  shall  lose  the  chance 
To  give  the  gentle  word,  the  kindly  glance. 
Be  sweet  and  tender:  that  is  doing  good/ 
'Tis  doing  what  no  other  good  deed  could." 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(ARTICLE  5) 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 


Points  in  this  theme  already  considered  in  previous 
issues  of  Liahona: 

1.  An  apostasy  from  the  Church  of  Christ  was 
predicted  by  the  prophets  and  recorded  in  scriptural 
writings. 

2.  Scriptures  cited  indicating  that  such  apostasy 
was  well  in  progress  before  the  close  of  the  Apostolic 
period. 

3.  Early  historical  and  ecclesiastical  writers  (Milner, 
Adam  Clarke,  Eusebius,  and  Mosheim)  cited  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  "falling-away." 

4.  Why  the  apostasy?  Because  the  Enemy  of  Right¬ 
eousness  waged  war  against  the  Church. 

5.  Agencies  through  which  the  Enemy  worked: 
Persecution/  Adulteration,  Substitution  and  Counter¬ 
feit  (previously  discussed)/  Vanity  and  Pride,  Greed 
for  Gain  and  Ambition  for  Power. 


PRIDE  AND  VANITY,  GREED  FOR  GAIN, 
AMBITION  FOR  POWER 

Pride  goeth  before  a  fall. 

As  the  life  of  our  Lord  affords  a  com¬ 
posite  picture  of  the  admirable  qualities 
and  noble  traits  in  man,  so  it  offers  a 
most  impressive  example  of  humility. 
Positive  and  assertive,  yes  bold  and  king¬ 
ly,  in  His  stand  for  right  and  against 
error;  but  in  His  relation  both  to  God 
in  heaven  and  man  on  earth,  Jesus  was 
the  perfect  embodyment  of  humility, 
meakness  and  love. 

Every  one  that  exhalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased. — Luke  18:14. 

Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as  little 
children  ye  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
—Matt.  18:3. 

Such  were  His  teachings,  and,  by  way 
of  practice  and  demonstration,  He  insisted 
upon  washing  the  feet  of  His  disciples. 

Riches  and  material  wealth  are  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  and  nowhere  do  we 
find  them  condemned,  but  an  obsession 
for  worldly  gain  cankers  the  soul,  and 
“the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  evil.” 
“Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness”  for  “what  doth  it  prof¬ 
it  a  man  though  he  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lose  his  own  soul.” 

The  Savior  organized  His  church  on 
the  earth  and  officered  it  with  men  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  holy  Priesthood  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
There  was  a  governing  body  of  Twelve 
Apostles  with  Peter,  James  and  John 
standing  at  the  head  and  on  Peter  was 
conferred  the  keys  of  the  kingdom.  We 
read  of  high  priests,  seventies,  elders,  bish- 
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deaths  are  due  to  the  lack  of  care  before 
birth  and  to  lack  of  proper  attention  at 
the  time  of  birth. 

The  Relief  Society  from  the  beginning 
has  featured  maternity  welfare.  For  many 
years  it  conducted  a  training  school  for 
practical  nurses  where  maternity  work 
was  featured.  In  the  regular  course  of 
study  it  has  aimed  to  create  public  interest 
in  safe  motherhood.  It  has  also  estab¬ 
lished  nurse  loan  funds  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  desire  to  train  for  regular  nurs¬ 
ing  service  or  for  public  health  nursing. 
The  interest  on  the  Relief  Society  wheat 
fund  is  at  this  time  being  used  for  ma¬ 
ternity  welfare. 

Miss  Grace  Abbott,  former  chief  of  the 
Children's  Bureau,  once  made  this  com¬ 
ment:  “There  are  no  more  tragic  deaths 
than  those  of  mothers  in  childbirth,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  if  it  were  understood  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  to  a 
very  large  extent  these  deaths  are  prevent¬ 
able,  they  would  be  prevented."  She  de¬ 
clared  that  what  we  need  is  an  informed 
public  opinion  demanding  adequate  ma¬ 
ternity  care. 

Each  and  every  human  being  is  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  debtor  to  her  who  walked 
through  the  shadows  to  make  his  life 
possible,  and  in  remembering  and  shower¬ 
ing  love  and  attention  on  his  mother  on 
Mother's  Day  or  on  any  other  day,  which 
is  most  desirable  and  appropriate,  what  a 
fine  gesture  it  would  be  for  him  to  go  a 
step  further  and  join  with  his  fellow  men 
in  safeguarding  the  life  and  future  health 
of  the  women  of  this  nation. 


MY  LIFE  CODE 

Plain  food  for  the  stomach,  vigorous 
exercise  for  the  muscles,  pure  air  for  the 
lungs,  sound  sleep  for  the  nerves,  good 
cheer  for  the  liver,  great  thoughts  for  the 
head,  holy  aspirations  for  the  heart,  kind 
deeds  for  neighbors,  and  pure  love  for 
God — these  things  make  life  worth  living 
and  heaven  sure  of  winning. 

— Nephi  Jensen. 


"Be  cheerful!  Give  this  lovely  world  a 
smile/ 

We  stay,  at  longest,  but  a  little  while, 
Hasten  we  must,  or  we  shall  lose  the  chance 
To  give  the  gentle  word,  the  kindly  glance. 
Be  sweet  and  tender:  that  is  doing  good/ 
'Tis  doing  what  no  other  good  deed  could." 


THE  GOSPEL  LOST  AND  FOUND 

(ARTICLE  5) 

By  LARZ  E.  RELRAM 


Points  in  this  theme  already  considered  in  previous 
issues  oi  Liahona: 

1.  An  apostasy  from  the  Church  of  Christ  was 
predicted  by  the  prophets  and  recorded  in  scriptural 
writings. 

2.  Scriptures  cited  indicating  that  such  apostasy 
was  well  in  progress  before  the  close  of  the  Apostolic 
period. 

3.  Early  historical  and  ecclesiastical  writers  (Milner, 
Adam  Clarke,  Eusebius,  and  Mosheim)  cited  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  "falling-away." 

4.  Why  the  apostasy?  Because  the  Enemy  of  Right¬ 
eousness  waged  war  against  the  Church. 

5.  Agencies  through  which  the  Enemy  worked: 
Persecution,  Adulteration,  Substitution  and  Counter¬ 
feit  (previously  discussed),  Vanity  and  Pride,  Greed 
for  Gain  and  Ambition  for  Power. 


PRIDE  AND  VANITY,  GREED  FOR  GAIN, 
AMBITION  FOR  POWER 

Pride  goeth  before  a  fall. 

As  the  life  of  our  Lord  affords  a  com¬ 
posite  picture  of  the  admirable  qualities 
and  noble  traits  in  man,  so  it  offers  a 
most  impressive  example  of  humility. 
Positive  and  assertive,  yes  bold  and  king¬ 
ly,  in  His  stand  for  right  and  against 
error;  but  in  His  relation  both  to  God 
in  heaven  and  man  on  earth,  Jesus  was 
the  perfect  embodyment  of  humility, 
meakness  and  love. 

Every  one  that  exhalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased. — Luke  18:14. 

Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as  little 
children  ye  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
—Matt.  18:3. 

Such  were  His  teachings,  and,  by  way 
of  practice  and  demonstration,  He  insisted 
upon  washing  the  feet  of  His  disciples. 

Riches  and  material  wealth  are  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  and  nowhere  do  we 
find  them  condemned,  but  an  obsession 
for  worldly  gain  cankers  the  soul,  and 
"the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  evil." 
"Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
his  righteousness"  for  "what  doth  it  prof¬ 
it  a  man  though  he  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lose  his  own  soul." 

The  Savior  organized  His  church  on 
the  earth  and  officered  it  with  men  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  holy  Priesthood  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
There  was  a  governing  body  of  Twelve 
Apostles  with  Peter,  James  and  John 
standing  at  the  head  and  on  Peter  was 
conferred  the  keys  of  the  kingdom.  We 
read  of  high  priests,  seventies,  elders,  bish- 
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ops,  priests,  teachers  and  deacons.  These 
were  placed  in  the  Church  to  minister  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people.  They 
were  not  to  wield  a  driving  force  or  exer¬ 
cise  a  worldly  authority,  but  were  to  serve 
in  meekness  and  love.  When  the  thought 
of  greatness  of  position  presented  itself  to 
the  minds  of  the  Apostles,  note  the  Lord’s 
instructions  to  them. 

Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  gentiles 
exercise  dominion  over  them,  and  they  that 
are  great  exercise  authority  upon  them.  But 
it  shall  not  be  so  among  you;  but  whosoever 
will  be  great  among  you,  let  him  be  your 
minister;  and  whosoever  will  be  chief  among 
you,  let  him  be  your  servant. — Matt.  20:25-27. 

Our  Savior,  while  here,  though  the  head 
of  the  Church  he  had  established,  with 
authority  to  call  for  legions  of  angels, 
power  to  control  the  elements  and  to 
raise  the  dead,  held  Himself  in  subservience 
to  the  worldly  "powers  that  be,"  and  as¬ 
sumed  no  authority  in  civil  affairs,  say¬ 
ing  to  Pilate: 

My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. — John 
18:36. 

Did  this  spirit,  teaching  and  practice 
of  the  Church  continue  through  the  on¬ 
coming  centuries  of  Christian  history? 
Instead,  we  find  men  clamoring  for  ec¬ 
clesiastical  office  and  then,  enjoying  the 
preferment  and  power  of  the  title,  shame¬ 
lessly  disregarding  the  superimposed  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  exemplary  life  and  ser¬ 
vice.  Men  arrogated  to  themselves  the 
power  and  honors  of  priestly  office  and 
then  prostituted  the  calling  to  get  gain. 
The  bishops  of  the  larger  centers  assumed 
an  authority  over  those  of  the  country  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  the  Bishop  of  Rome  claimed 
a  sovereignty  over  the  churches  everywhere. 
In  time  he  assumed  the  title  of  pontiff 
then  of  pope  meaning  papa  or  father  with 
the  pretense  of  infallibility  and  the  pre¬ 
rogative  to  forgive  sin. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  unwarranted  au¬ 
tocracy  it  had  assumed  in  matters  ecclesias¬ 
tical,  the  head  of  the  church  began  to  ar¬ 
rogate  to  itself  civil  authority  and  from 
the  days  of  Constantine  in  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury  until  the  zenith  of  its  power  was 
reached  in  the  fourteenth,  it  steadily  in¬ 
creased  its  grip  on  the  control  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  men.  Sins  against  the  church  or 
errors  of  religion  were  met  with  corporal 
punishment  and  the  government  of  the 
nations  was  subject  to  dictatorial  influence 
of  the  head  of  the  church.  But  mind 
you  this  was  the  church  of  men.  In  such 


matters  our  Lord  refused  to  meddle.  When 
the  people  were  determined  to  make  Him 
a  king  He  hid  away  from  them  (John 
6:15)  ,  and  to  Pilate  he  said:  "My  king¬ 
dom  is  not  of  this  world." 

Jesus  said  "search  the  scripture  for  in 
them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life  and  they 
are  they  which  testify  of  me,"  but  this 
church  of  men  declared  that  to  know  the 
will  of  God  and  interpret  His  word  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  priest  and  not  the 
people.  So  holy  books,  the  way  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  were  gathered  in  or  destroyed  that 
ignorance  might  obtain  and  autocracy 
reign  supreme. 

This  evil  day  of  darkness  was  a  fit¬ 
ting  time  for  growth  and  multiplication 
of  error  and  the  Evil  One  took  full  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it. 

Comparable  in  diabolical  nature  with 
the  impious  teaching  that  pure,  innocent 
babes  will  eternally  suffer  the  torments 
and  tortures  of  hell  for  lack  of  baptism, 
is  its  sister  doctrine  that  by  the  payment 
of  money,  wicked  sinners  can  be  absolved 
from  sins,  no  matter  how  heinous  and 
whether  already  committed  in  the  past 
or  contemplated  for  the  future.  Infant 
baptism  was  born  in  the  early  ages  of  the 
apostasy.  Its  sister  doctrine,  supereroga¬ 
tion  with  the  sale  of  indulgences,  is  of 
later  birth,  but  of  the  same  parentage — the 
King  of  Inferno.  The  one  denies  the  love 
and  mercy  of  Christ  and  repudiates  His 
atoning  sacrifice;  the  other  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  whole  tenor  of  His  teach¬ 
ings  and  gives  the  lie  to  the  justice  of  God. 
With  both  mercy  and  justice  dethroned 
what  have  we  left  of  Christianity? 

With  the  true  meaning  of  priestly  of¬ 
fice  submerged  and  in  its  place  an  unholy 
greed  for  gain  and  ambition  for  power,  we 
can  hardly  expect  to  find  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  actuating  the  leadership  of  the 
Christian  body,  and  they  who  tend  to 
look  upon  the  church  of  today  as  a  di¬ 
rect  continuation  of  the  one  established  in 
the  meridian  of  time,  having  come  down 
with  unbroken  descent  of  authority,  rec¬ 
ognition  and  power  should  scan  the  pages 
of  history  and  become  disillusioned. 

Read  for  yourself  of  the  profligate, 
voluptious  and  sin-stained  lives  of  the 
highest  authority  of  the  Church  extending 
down  through  the  centuries  and  ask  your¬ 
self  if  for  such  administration  the  sanc¬ 
tion,  acceptance  or  recognition  of  God 
could  be  possible.  Read  it  and  blush. 
See  how  completely  the  tares  have  choked 
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out  the  seed  of  Divine  planting,  and  what 
a  mongrel  mixture  of  weeds  had  filled 
the  garden.  The  King  of  the  Pit  does  not 
work  by  single  action.  He  is  not  satis¬ 
fied  to  destroy,  but  always  replaces  with 
a  counterfeit  or  substitute  and  attempts  to 
establish  it  as  the  original  or  at  least  as 
something  just  as  good. 

Our  present  space  will  permit  but 
little  reproduction,  but  let  us  consider  just 
a  few  excerpts  from  history  which  are 
only  types  of  the  many  that  could  be 
shown  indicating  the  pride,  greed  and 
worldly  ambition  which  had  supplanted 
the  humble  spirit  dominating  the  true 
Church  of  Christ. 

Naturally  a  departure  from  the  Christ- 
established  ways,  teachings  and  organiza¬ 
tion  came  gradually.  Note  the  condition 
at  the  end  of  the  second  and  third  cen¬ 
turies: 

And  here  we  close  the  view  of  the  second 
century,  which,  for  the  most  part  exhibited 
proofs  of  divine  grace,  as  strong,  or  nearly 
so,  as  the  first.  We  have  seen  the  same  un¬ 
shaken  and  simple  faith  of  Jesus,  the  same 
love  of  God  and  of  the  brethren;  and — that 
in  which  they  singularly  excelled  modern 
Christians — the  same  heavenly  spirit  and  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  world.  But  a  dark  shade  is 
enveloping  these  divine  glories.  The  Spirit  of 
God  is  grieved  already  by  the  ambitious  in¬ 
trusions  of  self-righteous,  argumentative  re¬ 
finements,  and  Pharisaic  pride;  and  though  it 
be  more  common  to  represent  the  decay  of 
godliness  as  commencing  a  century  later,  to 
me  it  seems  already  begun.  Milner,  “Church 

History,”  Cent.  II,  ch.  9. 


The  bishops  assumed  in  many  places  a 
princely  authority,  particularly  those  who  had 
the  greatest  number  of  churches  under  their 
inspection,  and  who  presided  over  the  most 
opulent  assemblies.  They  appropriated  to  their 
evangelical  function  the  splendid  ensigns  of 
temporal  majesty.  A  throne,  surrounded  with 
ministers,  exalted  above  his  equals  the  servant 
of  the  meek  and  humble  Jesus;  and  sumptuous 
garments  dazzled  the  eyes  and  the  minds  of 
the  multitude  into  an  ignorant  veneration  of 
their  arrogated  authority.  The  example  of 
the  bishops  was  ambitiously  imitated  by  the 
presbyters,  who,  neglecting  the  sacred  duties 
of  their  station,  abandoned  themselves  to  the 
indolence  and  delicacy  of  an  effeminate  and 
luxurious  life.  The  deacons,  beholding  the 
presbyters  deserting  thus  their  functions, 
boldly  usurped  their  rights  and  privileges,  and 
the  effects  of  a  corrupt  ambition  were  spread 
through  every  rank  of  the  order  sacred.” — 
Mosheim,  “Ecclesiastical  History,”  Cent.  Ill, 
Part  II,  ch.  2:3,  4. 

True  enough  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord 
was  not  of  this  world,  but  those  who  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  carrying  on  His  work  now  be¬ 
gin  to  assume  civil  authority,  administer 


corporal  punishment  and  dictate  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  men: 

Errors  in  religion,  when  maintained  and  ad¬ 
hered  to  after  proper  admonition,  were  punish¬ 
able  with  civil  penalties,  and  corporal  tor¬ 
tures. — Mosheim,  “Eccl.  Hist,”  Cent.  IV,  Part 
II,  ch.  3:16. 

A  little  later  in  history  Mosheim  speaks 
of  the  popes  as  follows: 

carried  their  insolent  pretensions  so  far  as  to 
give  themselves  out  for  lords  of  the  universe, 
arbiters  of  the  fate  of  kingdoms  and  empires, 
and  supreme  rulers  over  the  kings  and  princes 
of  the  earth. — Mosheim,  “Eccl.  Hist.”  Cent. 
XI,  Part  II,  ch.  2:2. 

Note  this  from  Milner: 

He  (Eusebius)  speaks  also  of  the  ambitious 
spirit  of  many,  in  aspiring  to  the  offices  of 
the  Church,  the  ill  judged  and  unlawful  or¬ 
dinations,  the  quarrels  among  confessors  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  contentions  excited  by  young 
demagogues  in  the  very  relics  of  the  perse¬ 
cuted  Church,  and  the  multiplied  evils  which 
their  vices  excited  among  Christians.  How 
sadly  must  the  Christian  world  have  declined 
which  could  thus  conduct  itself  under  the  very 
rod  of  divine  vengeance?  Yet  let  not  the  in¬ 
fidel  or  the  profane  world  triumph.  It  was 
not  Christianity,  but  the  departure  from  it, 
which  brought  on  these  evils.”  —  Milner, 
“Church  History,”  Cent.  IV,  ch.  I. 

For  a  treatment  of  conditions  in  the 
eighth  to  eleventh  centuries  the  reader  is 
referred  to  J.  W.  Draper’s  Intellectual  De¬ 
velopment  of  Europe ,  vol.  1,  ch.  12,  pp 
378-382  and  other  ecclesiastical  histories 
of  the  time. 

A  study  of  the  Church  and  its  officers, 
government  and  practice  through  the  cen¬ 
turies  following  the  departure  of  the 
Apostles  is  impressive  of  the  fact  that  van¬ 
ity  and  pride,  greed  for  gain  and  ambition 
for  power  were  most  potent  agencies  in 
the  service  of  the  Evil  One  in  leading  men 
away  from  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the 
true  Church  of  Christ. 


I  wonder  if  ever  you  change  human  be¬ 
ings  with  arguments  alone.  For  when 
you  argue  with  a  man — you  are  somehow 
trying  to  pull  him  down  and  make  him 
less  (and  yourself  more)  ;  but  when  you 
try  to  understand  him,  when  you  like 
him,  how  eager  he  is  then  to  know  the 
truth  you  have;  and  you  add  to  him  in 
some  strange  way,  you  make  him  more 
than  he  was  before;  and  at  the  same  time, 
and  that  is  the  sheer  magic  of  it,  you 
yourself  become  more.- — David  Grayson , 
in  “ Adventures  in  Understanding ." 
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Church  Events  of  Missionary  Interest 


A  New  President  For  Central  States  Mission 

John  F.  Bowman,  former  mayor  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  has  been  appointed  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  Central  States  Mission.  He 
will  succeed  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff, 
who  has  presided  there  for  more  than  five 
years  immediately  following  a  presidency 
for  six  years  over  the  Western  States  Mis¬ 
sion. 

President  Bowman  is  a  prominent  fig¬ 
ure  in  Church  and  civic  affairs  in  Utah. 
Having  graduated  from  the  Weber  Stake 
Academy,  he  taught  school  for  a  time  and 
then  studied  law  at  the  Chicago  University. 
In  1900  he  filled  a  mission  in  California 
and  not  long  after  his  return  was  married 
to  Edna  Melissa  Smith,  daughter  of  Pres. 
Joseph  F.  Smith.  He  was  mayor  of  Salt 
Lake  City  from  1928  to  1932  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  legal  practice  in  Utah. 
From  1913  to  1935  Pres.  Bowman  served 
as  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of  the 
Y.  M.  M.  I.  A. 


To  President  and  Sister  Bowman  The 
Liahona  bids  hearty  welcome.  Their  new 
work  will  bring  them  here  to  our  own 
home  and  in  very  close  relation  with  our 
work.  To  them  we  pledge  full  coopera¬ 
tion  and  extend  best  wishes  for  a  long  and 
happy  sojourn  in  Independence. 

But  how  sorry  we  are  in  the  thought  of 
erelong  having  to  say  goodby  to  our  man¬ 
ager  and  friend,  President  Woodruff,  and 
to  Sister  Woodruff,  his  good  wife.  For 
five  years  Pres.  Woodruff  has  guided  the 
destiny  of  Zion's  Printing  and  Publishing 
Co.,  and  served  as  manager  and  friend  of 
Liahona ,  The  Elders  Journal .  His  di¬ 
recting  of  our  work  here  has  been  always 
in  the  spirit  of  service  and  comradeship. 
We  shall  sorrow  at  his  going  but  it  is  not 
to  be  for  some  weeks  yet  so  we  reserve  fur¬ 
ther  comment  for  later  issues. 


Salt  Lake  Temple  Sets  Special  Session  For 
Bridal  Parties 

At  the  request  of  the  General  Authori¬ 
ties  of  the  Church,  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  hold  a  special  session  for  Bridal 
Parties  on  Wednesday  of  each  week  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple,  beginning  Wednesday, 
April  26,  1939,  at  9:15  a.  m. 

This  meeting  is  for  those  only  who  are 
to  be  married  of-  who  are  going  for  the 


first  time,  and  the  immediate  family  or 
friends  who  may  be  accompanying  them. 

Other  persons  who  visit  the  Temple 
may  choose  any  one  or  more  of  the  other 
six  sessions  on  Wednesday,  or  all  the  regu¬ 
lar  sessions  that  are  held  on  other  days  of 
the  week. 

Presidents  of  Stakes  and  Bishops  of 
wards  and  Mission  Presidents  should  en¬ 
courage  those  who  are  coming  for  the  first 
time,  to  take  this  Wednesday  session  in 
preference  to  any  other. 

It  is  urged  that  those  coming  to  this 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  be  here  by  9:15 
a.  m. 

STEPHEN  L.  CHIPMAN, 

NICHOLAS  G.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  F.  RICHARDS,  JR., 

Sail  Lake  Temple  Presidency. 


Aaronic  Priesthood  Restoration  Anniversary 

On  May  15,  1829,  Joseph  Smith  and 
Oliver  Cowdery  were  ordained  to  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  at  Harmony,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  under  the  hands  of  an  angel,  who 
announced  himself  as  John  the  Baptist  in 
the  New  Testament. 

For  many  years  this  event  has  been 
commemorated  in  all  ward  sacramental 
meetings  and  more  recently  also  in  quorum 
meetings  and  in  special  events  planned  by 
the  Presiding  Bishopric. 

We  suggest  that  the  Bishopric  of  each 
Ward  designate  Sunday,  May  21,  1939,  as 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Day,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
grams  already  announced  be  prepared  and 
participated  in  by  members  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

HEBER  J.  GRANT, 

J.  REUBEN  CLARK,  JR., 

DAVID  O.  McKAY, 

First  Presidency. 


“I  am  convinced  without  doubt,  that  a 
revelation  in  the  book  of  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  known  as  the  Word  of  Wis¬ 
dom,  given  by  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  would 
solve  the  economic  problems  not  only  of 
our  country,  but  of  every  other  country, 
if  it  were  obeyed  by  the  people  of  the 
world." — President  Heber  J.  Grant. 


The  less  people  speak  of  their  greatness 
the  more  we  think  of  it. — Bacon. 
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Centennial  of  the  Founding  of  Nauvoo 


BESET  BY  MOBS,  robbed  of  their 
property  and  driven  from  their 
homes  under  the  cruel  exterminating 
order  of  the  governor  of  the  state,  the 
Latter-day  Saints  of  Far  West,  Missouri, 
and  its  environs  took  up  a  migration  out 
of  the  state.  It  was  in  the  late  fall  and 
winter,  the  streams  were  swollen,  the  roads 
rough  and  muddy,  and  the  weather  in¬ 
clement.  The  Prophet  and  other  Church 
leaders  were  languishing  in  jail  and  the 
Saints  knew  not  where  to  go.  Illustrative 
of  the  perplexity  besetting  them  is  this 
excerpt  from  an  epistle  of  their  Prophet 
and  President: 

Now  brethren,  concerning  the  places  fcr  the 
location  of  the  Saints,  we  cannot  counsel  you 
as  we  could  if  we  were  present  with  vn\i;  .  .  . 
fall  into  the  places  of  refuge  and  safety  that 
God  shall  open  unto  you,  between  KirtJand 
and  Far  West.  Those  from  the  east  and  from 
the  west,  and  from  the  far  countries,  let  them 
fall  in  somewhere  between  those  two  boun¬ 
daries,  in  the  most  safe  and  quiet  places  they 
can  find  and  let  this  be  the  present  under¬ 
standing  until  God  shall  open  a  more  effec¬ 
tual  door  for  us  for  further  considerations. 

The  majority  of  the  Saints  found  their 
way  across  the  State  of  Missouri  to 
Quincy,  Illinois,  and  were  kindly  received 
by  the  good  people  there,  and  there  they 
remained  for  the  winter. 

A  few  of  the  Saints,  among  whom  was 
Brother  Israel  Barlow,  took  a  more  north¬ 
erly  route  and  found  their  way  into  the 
southeastern  corner  of  Iowa.  They  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  one  Dr.  Isaac  Gal- 
land  who  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
and  about  Commerce,  Illinois,  a  little  set¬ 
tlement  in  a  beautiful  bend  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river.  This  land  Mr.  Galland  ex¬ 
pressed  a  willingness  to  sell  reasonably  to 
the  Saints. 

The  Prophet  Joseph,  freed  from  im¬ 
prisonment  without  cause,  arrived  in 
Quincy,  April  22,  1839  and  three  days 
later  went  to  Commerce  to  investigate  con¬ 


ditions  there  with  a  view  to  establishing 
a  rendezvous  for  his  people.  Following 
is  the  Prophet's  description  of  the  place: 

The  place  was  literally  a  wilderness.  The 
land  was  mostly  covered  with  trees  and  bushes, 
and  much  of  it  was  so  wet  that  it  was  with 
the  most  difficulty  that  a  footman  could  get 
through,  and  totally  impossible  for  teams. 
Commerce  was  unhealthy,  very  few  could  live 
there;  but  believing  that  it  might  become  a 
healthy  place  by  the  blessings  of  Heaven  to 
the  Saints,  and  no  more  eligible  place  present¬ 
ing  itself,  I  considered  it  wisdom  to  make  an 
attempt  to  build  up  a  city. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  one  hundred  years 
ago,  Joseph  Smith  left  Quincy  and  on 
the  10th  arrived  in  Commerce  with  his 
family,  there  to  make  his  home.  He 
changed  the  name  of  the  place  to  Nauvoo, 
which  he  said  was  of  Hebrew  derivation, 
meaning  beautiful.  Other  families  fol¬ 
lowed  shortly  and  soon  a  Mormon  set¬ 
tlement  was  founded. 

The  marshy,  swampy  nature  of  the 
place  gave  rise  to  malarial  fever,  and  this 
first  summer  in  Nauvoo  stands  out  in 
Mormon  history  as  a  time  of  ravaging  dis¬ 
ease  and  a  time  of  demonstration  of  the 
gift  of  healing  through  the  power  of  the 
Priesthood.  The  Prophet  rose  from  his 
bed  of  sickness  and,  with  other  brethren, 
went  from  home  to  home  healing  the  sick 
and  raising  the  almost  dead. 

It  is  amazing  what  transformations  can 
be  made  by  the  thorough  application  of 
human  intelligence  and  industry  when 
sanctified  and  corroborated  by  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  a  benign  Providence.  The  land 
was  drained  and  cultivated,  gardens  and 
orchards  planted,  business  and  dwelling 
houses  built,  happy  homes  made,  and  the 
malaria  infested  swamp  of  Commerce  be¬ 
came  the  healthful  city  of  Nauvoo  the 
Beautiful. 

Almost  like  magic  the  city  grew.  The 
legislature  of  Illinois  granted  to  it  a  most 
liberal  charter  and  Nauvoo  soon  became 
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the  largest  city  of  the  state.  The  people 
were  poor,  having  been  twice  in  the  prev¬ 
ious  six  years  driven  from  their  homes 
and  possessions,  but  here  they  set  about 
building  a  new  city  with  the  spirit  of 
solidarity  that  is  yet  typical  of  Latter-day 
Saint  teaching  and  practice.  They  put 
character  into  this,  their  new  creation,  and 
the  permanency  with  which  they  built  is 
evidenced  by  the  enduring  buildings  yet 
standing  after  a  hundred  years — years  of 
neglect  and  abandonment. 

In  less  than  two  years  from  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  city,  in  response  to  Divine  com¬ 
mand,  the  Saints  laid  the  corner  stone  of 
the  Temple  wherein  could  be  performed 
the  holy  ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  For  a 
handful  of  people  under  such  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  attempt  the  construction  of 
a  "House  of  the  Lord"  to  cost  a  million 
dollars  would,  in  human  vision,  seem  to 
be  a  ridiculous  undertaking  of  the  impos¬ 
sible.  But  these  Saints  of  God  knew  that 
He  for  whom  they  labored  and  sacrificed 
would  lead  them  to  final  accomplishment. 

In  less  than  eight  months  after  the  cor¬ 
ner  stone  was  laid,  baptisms  for  the  dead 
were  being  performed  in  a  dedicated,  tem¬ 
porary  font  in  the  Temple.  The  general 
conference  of  the  Church  was  held  in  the 
Temple  in  October,  1845,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  winter  and  spring  it  was  occupied 
day  and  night  by  the  Saints  receiving  their 
endowments;  rooms  of  the  Temple  being 
individually  dedicated  as  completed.  On 
May  1,  1846  the  Temple  was  publicly 
dedicated.  Much  of  the  work  towards 
completion  of  the  building  was  done  even 
after  it  was  plainly  seen  that  its  builders 
would  be  compelled  to  go  away,  leaving 
the  object  of  their  love  and  sacrifice  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  who  misinterpreted 
the  efforts  of  the  Saints  as  a  determination 
on  their  part  to  remain.  For  a  greater 
exhibition  of  devotion  and  faithfulness 
one  would  search  in  vain. 

The  story  of  opposition  that  arose 
against  the  Saints  in  Nauvoo  is  too  long 
for  briefest  recital  here.  The  enemies  of 
the  Church  felt  that  the  culmination  of  the 
contest  had  been  reached  when  the 
Prophet  and  Patriarch  had  been  slain  in 
Carthage  jail.  Not  so.  The  work  of 
God  does  not  so  easily  perish.  After  this 
terrific  blow,  the  Church  steadied  itself 
for  what  might  follow.  The  lull  of  ac¬ 
tive  opposition  was  shortlived  and  soon 
the  Saints  were  forced  to  flee  the  city; 
again  leaving  their  homes  and  nearly  all 


of  their  possessions  in  the  hands  of  their 
enemies.  In  the  bitter  cold  of  February, 
1846  they  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
took  up  that  great  historic  trek  of  more 
than  1,500  miles  across  the  plains  to  what 
was  to  become  their  home  in  the  midst  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

What  was  once  Nauvoo  the  Beautiful, 
a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants,  is  now  the 
quiet  retreat  of  about  1,000  people.  But 
it  is  enshrined  in  the  memory  of  many 
thousands  and  has  prominent  place  in  the 
history  of  our  country. 

Some  forward  looking  men  of  influ¬ 
ence,  with  hearts  and  minds  appreciative 
of  the  dramatic  heroism  of  the  past,  have 
taken  steps  to  commemorate  the  stirring, 
historic  events  that  found  birth  in  Nauvoo 
near  a  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  great  State  of  Illinois  will  see  fit  to 
there  create  a  state  park  memoralizing  the 
spirit,  integrity  and  character  that  went 
into  the  founding  and  building  of  what 
was  once  her  largest  and  most  illustrious 
city.  E.L.M. 


JUNK  IT! 

Junk  something  every  day.  Junk  your 
worries,  junk  your  fears,  junk  your  anxi¬ 
eties,  junk  your  little  jealousies,  envies 
and  hatreds.  Whatever  interferes  with 
your  getting  up  and  getting  on  in  the 
world — junk  it.  Every  night  before  you 
go  to  sleep  put  in  the  junk  heap  all  your 
disappointments,  all  your  grudges,  your 
revengeful  feelings,  your  malice  —  junk 
everything  that  is  hindering  you  from 
being  a  big  strong,  fine  character.  The 
great  trouble  with  most  of  us  is  that  we 
haven't  any  junk  heap  of  this  sort.  We 
pull  all  our  mental  enemies,  all  our  han¬ 
dicaps,  our  discouragements,  our  losses, 
our  misfortunes,  our  troubles,  worries, 
and  trials  along  with  us.  That  eats  up 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  our  vitality  and 
energy,  so  that  we  have  only  the  smaller 
amount  left  for  the  great  achievement  of 
making  life  a  success. — Contact . 


I  know  by  the  testimony  of  thousands 
and  have  proven  it  in  my  own  experience, 
that  there  is  no  life  lived  on  this  earth 
that  is  so  happy,  so  full  of  joy  and  sat¬ 
isfaction,  so  abundant  in  health  and  life, 
with  greater  spirituality  and  greater  in¬ 
telligence,  than  that  enjoyed  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints  who  live  up  to  these 
Gospel  standards. — Melvin  J.  Ballard. 
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the  largest  city  of  the  state.  The  people 
were  poor,  having  been  twice  in  the  prev¬ 
ious  six  years  driven  from  their  homes 
and  possessions,  but  here  they  set  about 
building  a  new  city  with  the  spirit  of 
solidarity  that  is  yet  typical  of  Latter-day 
Saint  teaching  and  practice.  They  put 
character  into  this,  their  new  creation,  and 
the  permanency  with  which  they  built  is 
evidenced  by  the  enduring  buildings  yet 
standing  after  a  hundred  years — years  of 
neglect  and  abandonment. 

In  less  than  two  years  from  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  city,  in  response  to  Divine  com¬ 
mand,  the  Saints  laid  the  corner  stone  of 
the  Temple  wherein  could  be  performed 
the  holy  ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  For  a 
handful  of  people  under  such  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  attempt  the  construction  of 
a  “House  of  the  Lord”  to  cost  a  million 
dollars  would,  in  human  vision,  seem  to 
be  a  ridiculous  undertaking  of  the  impos¬ 
sible.  But  these  Saints  of  God  knew  that 
He  for  whom  they  labored  and  sacrificed 
would  lead  them  to  final  accomplishment. 

In  less  than  eight  months  after  the  cor¬ 
ner  stone  was  laid,  baptisms  for  the  dead 
were  being  performed  in  a  dedicated,  tem¬ 
porary  font  in  the  Temple.  The  general 
conference  of  the  Church  was  held  in  the 
Temple  in  October,  1845,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  winter  and  spring  it  was  occupied 
day  and  night  by  the  Saints  receiving  their 
endowments;  rooms  of  the  Temple  being 
individually  dedicated  as  completed.  On 
May  1,  1846  the  Temple  was  publicly 
dedicated.  Much  of  the  work  towards 
completion  of  the  building  was  done  even 
after  it  was  plainly  seen  that  its  builders 
would  be  compelled  to  go  away,  leaving 
the  object  of  their  love  and  sacrifice  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies,  who  misinterpreted 
the  efforts  of  the  Saints  as  a  determination 
on  their  part  to  remain.  For  a  greater 
exhibition  of  devotion  and  faithfulness 
one  would  search  in  vain. 

The  story  of  opposition  that  arose 
against  the  Saints  in  Nauvoo  is  too  long 
for  briefest  recital  here.  The  enemies  of 
the  Church  felt  that  the  culmination  of  the 
contest  had  been  reached  when  the 
Prophet  and  Patriarch  had  been  slain  in 
Carthage  jail.  Not  so.  The  work  of 
God  does  not  so  easily  perish.  After  this 
terrific  blow,  the  Church  steadied  itself 
for  what  might  follow.  The  lull  of  ac¬ 
tive  opposition  was  shortlived  and  soon 
the  Saints  were  forced  to  flee  the  city; 
again  leaving  their  homes  and  nearly  all 


of  their  possessions  in  the  hands  of  their 
enemies.  In  the  bitter  cold  of  February, 
1846  they  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
took  up  that  great  historic  trek  of  more 
than  1,500  miles  across  the  plains  to  what 
was  to  become  their  home  in  the  midst  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

What  was  once  Nauvoo  the  Beautiful, 
a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants,  is  now  the 
quiet  retreat  of  about  1,000  people.  But 
it  is  enshrined  in  the  memory  of  many 
thousands  and  has  prominent  place  in  the 
history  of  our  country. 

Some  forward  looking  men  of  influ¬ 
ence,  with  hearts  and  minds  appreciative 
of  the  dramatic  heroism  of  the  past,  have 
taken  steps  to  commemorate  the  stirring, 
historic  events  that  found  birth  in  Nauvoo 
near  a  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  great  State  of  Illinois  will  see  fit  to 
there  create  a  state  park  memoralizing  the 
spirit,  integrity  and  character  that  went 
into  the  founding  and  building  of  what 
was  once  her  largest  and  most  illustrious 
city.  E.L.M. 


JUNK  IT! 


Junk  something  every  day.  Junk  your 
worries,  junk  your  fears,  junk  your  anxi¬ 
eties,  junk  your  little  jealousies,  envies 
and  hatreds.  Whatever  interferes  with 
your  getting  up  and  getting  on  in  the 
world — junk  it.  Every  night  before  you 
go  to  sleep  put  in  the  junk  heap  all  your 
disappointments,  all  your  grudges,  your 
revengeful  feelings,  your  malice  —  junk 
everything  that  is  hindering  you  from 
being  a  big  strong,  fine  character.  The 
great  trouble  with  most  of  us  is  that  we 
haven't  any  junk  heap  of  this  sort.  We 
pull  all  our  mental  enemies,  all  our  han¬ 
dicaps,  our  discouragements,  our  losses, 
our  misfortunes,  our  troubles,  worries, 
and  trials  along  with  us.  That  eats  up 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  our  vitality  and 
energy,  so  that  we  have  only  the  smaller 
amount  left  for  the  great  achievement  of 
making  life  a  success. — Contact. 


I  know  by  the  testimony  of  thousands 
and  have  proven  it  in  my  own  experience, 
that  there  is  no  life  lived  on  this  earth 
that  is  so  happy,  so  full  of  joy  and  sat¬ 
isfaction,  so  abundant  in  health  and  life, 
with  greater  spirituality  and  greater  in¬ 
telligence,  than  that  enjoyed  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints  who  live  up  to  these 
Gospel  standards. — Melvin  J .  Ballard. 


For  Church  Literature,  or  other  information,  address  the  following: 

BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION — Joseph  J.  Cannon,  Temple  Block,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
CALIFORNIA  MISSION — W.  Aird  Macdonald,  2067  South  Hobart  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
CANADIAN  MISSION — David  A.  Smith,  36  Ferndale  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — Elias  S.  Woodruff,  302  South  Pleasant  Street,  Independence,  Mo. 
EAST  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  1440  St.  James  Court.  Louisville,  Ky. 
EASTERN  STATES  MISSION — Frank  Evans,  156  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

HAWAIIAN  MISSION — W.  Frank  Bailey,  P.  O.  Box  3228,  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

MEXICAN  MISSION — A.  Lorenzo  Anderson,  Calle  Del  Rosal  No.  1651,  Colonia  Del  Valle,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
NEW  ENGLAND  MISSION — Carl  F.  Eyring.  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

NORTHERN  STATES  MISSION— Bryant  S.  Hinckley,  2655  North  Sawyer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 
NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES  MISSION — David  A.  Broadbent,  3240  Park  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
NORTHWESTERN  STATES  MISSION— Preston  Nibley.  S.E.  30th  &  Harrison,  Portland,  Oregon. 
SOUTHERN  STATES  MISSION — Merrill  D.  Clayson.  485  North  Avenue  N.  E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
SPANISH  AMERICAN  MISSION— Orlando  C.  Williams,  3531  Fort  Blvd.,  El  Paso,  Texas. 

TEXAS  MISSION — ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

WESTERN  STATES  MISSION — William  W.  Seegmiller,  538  East  Seventh  Avenue,  Denver,  Colo 


Northwestern  States  Mission 

Preston  Nibley,  President 


SOUTHERN  OREGON  DISTRICT  :-B.  Grant  Johnson, 
President,  573  East  Main,  Ashland,  Oregon. 

Each  pair  of  missionaries  of  this  district  was  priv¬ 
ileged  this  month  to  visit  a  different  branch  to  give 
the  Sunday  night  program.  We  appreciate  this  priv¬ 
ilege  very  much  because  it  gives  us  an  opportunity 
to  meet  many  new  people  and  to  talk  to  them.  It  is 
a  special  privilege  at  this  time  of  year  when  the  earth 
has  just  opened  her  sleepy  eyes  and  started  to  put 
on  her  new  spring  frock. 

Sisters  Nielsen  and  Dance  and  President  Johnson  went 
to  Marshfield  and  there  saw  nature  at  its  loveliest. 
The  early  spring  flowers  were  out  all  over  the  hills, 
and  the  trees  were  all  out  in  pale  green  leaf.  We 
believe  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places 
on  earth.  It  is  truly  a  land  choice  above  all  other 
lands. 

On  the  sixth  of  April,  a  very  significant  day  to 
all  Latter-day  Saints,  we  held  a  baptismal  service  in 
Ashland  at  which  time  Brother  and  Sister  Roy  Campbell 
were  baptized  by  Brother  Charles  Nash  and  afterward 
were  confirmed  at  a  very  inspirational  service.  We 
welcome  these  fine  people  into  the  Church  and  con¬ 
gratulate  them  upon  their  decision  to  take  this  im¬ 
portant  step  in  the  progress  of  man. 

District  personnel:  Elders  Johnson  and  Hatch  in 
Klamath  Falls,-  Sisters  Nielsen  and  Dance  in  Medford,- 
Sisters  Christensen  and  Rasmussen  in  Grants  Pass/  and 
Elders  Phillips,  Hunt  and  Johnson  in  Ashland. 

OREGON  DISTRICT Elmer  Hammerschmidi,  Presi¬ 
dent  temporarily,  1412  S.  E.  25th,  Portland,  Oregon. 

With  the  forthcoming  of  the  warm  sunshine  this 
month,  the  missionaries  of  the  district  have  shed  their 
winter  coats  and  have  blossomed  forlh  with  the 
flowers  of  spring.  Receiving  of  the  sun's  vitalizing, 
energizing  sunbeams,  they  have  set  to  work  with 
added  interest  in  their  labors  to  build  up  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  At  the  same  time  recalling  the  promising 
words  of  the  Lord  in  these  latter  days: 

"And  if  your  eye  be  single  ot  my  glory,  your 
whole  bodies  shall  be  filled  with  light,  and  there 
shall  be  no  darkness  in  you;  and  that  body  which  is 
filled  with  light  comprehendeth  all  things.  Therefore 
sanctify  yourselves  that  your  minds  become  single 
to  God,  and  the  days  will  come  that  you  shall  see 
him."  — Doc.  &  Cov.  88:67,  68. 

At  the  present  time  each  pair  of  missionaries  is 
busily  engaged  helping  in  the  upbuilding  of  some  Sun¬ 
day  School  or  branch  in  connection  with  their  routine 
activities.  They  are  conscious  of  the  responsibility  of 
living  and  working  daily  in  such  a  way  as  to  con¬ 
stantly  be  worthy  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  light  which 
comprehendeth  all  things,  which  guides  and  enlightens 
them  in  their  labors. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  through  the  prayers 


and  humble  efforts  of  Sisters  Darley  and  Chatelain  in 
McMinnville,  Oregon,  and  Elders  Hammerschmidt  and 
Nelson  in  Vancouver,  Washington,  a  branch  in  each 
of  these  two  cities  is  now  ready  to  become  officially 
organized.  It  is  good  to  know  that  the  Elders  and 
Sisters  of  fhe  district  are  having  splendid  success  in 
finding  and  meeting  with  people  who  are  desirous  of 
hearing  the  restored  truth.  They  rejoice  in  reporting 
that  through  the  help  of  the  Lord  several  will  be 
ready  to  enter  the  fold  in  a  very  short  time.  Thus, 
with  joy  and  success  has  it  been  proven  that  we  best 
prosper  when  working  solely  for  the  glory  of  God. 

On  April  5,  Elder  Albert  Holyoak  had  successfully 
undergone  an  appendectomy  and  is  now  rapidly  re¬ 
cuperating  in  the  mission  home.  During  his  absence 
Elder  Hammerschmidt  has  been  appointed  to  act  in  his 
stead  as  District  President. 

Several  meetings  were  held  this  month  by  the  Elders 
and  Sisters  in  which  they  journeyed  far  for  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  worship  and  of  rejoicing  in  the  Spirit.  Elders 
Kartchner  and  Rees  took  an  extended  trip  through 
Veronia  and  Astoria  holding  meetings  with  the  or¬ 
ganizations  in  those  cities. 

On  the  morning  of  April  16,  Elders  Hill  and  Ham¬ 
merschmidt  and  Sisters  Doble  and  Boyce  met  with  the 
Saints  of  Vancouver,  Washington,  and  later  journeyed 
with  Elders  Nelson  and  Parkinson  to  Oregon  City  to 
expound  to  the  Saints  there. 

The  following  week  brought  forth  another  opportunity 
for  the  missionaries  to  give  words  of  encouragement 
and  counsel  to  the  growing  organizations  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  A  group  of  six  journeyed  from  Portland  on 
April  23,  meeting  with  the  Saints  of  Corvallis  in  the 
morning  and  again  with  the  Saints  of  Silverton  in  the 
evening.  A  fine  spirit  prevailed  and  much  satisfac¬ 
tion  was  received  in  these  meetings. 

PUGET  SOUND-VANCOUVER,  B.  C.  DISTRICT:  - 
Arnold  J.  Butterfield,  President,  1403-33rd,  Seattle,  Wash. 

As  the  month  of  May  approaches,  we  missionaries 
of  this  district  express  our  appreciation  and  thankful¬ 
ness  to  our  Heavenly  Father  and  to  our  parents  for 
this  privilege  we  have  of  being  missionaries  and  pro¬ 
claiming  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Indeed  we  have 
been  blessed  the  past  month  with  health  and  strength 
and  a  stronger  desire  to  serve  the  Lord  and  to  be 
diligent  in  our  labors.  May  14  is  Mother's  Day,  and 
although  we  are  a  long  way  from  home,  our  hearts 
and  our  thoughts  are  with  our  loved  ones  from  whom 
we  are  separated.  May  this  Mother's  Day  be  the 
happiest  yet  for  them  at  home  and  for  us  in  the  field. 
God  bless  our  Mothers. 

During  the  month  of  April  we  had  the  privilege  of 
baptizing  into  the  Church,  the  following:  Daisy  Rose 
Cadman,  Lydia  Joyce  McBride,  Nancy  Ann  McBride, 
and  George  S.  Huckle  by  Elder  C.  W.  Burt;  Robert 
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Leslie  Smilh,  Earl  William  Smith,  Dorothy  Elizabeth 
Smith,  John  Lewis  Earhart,  Sr.,  and  John  Lewis  Ear- 
hart,  Jr.,  were  baptized  by  Elder  Vaughn  Spendlove, 
and  Clarence  LeRoy  Haycock  by  Elder  Sterling  Can¬ 
non.  We  rejoice  with  these  new  members  and  ask 
the  Lord's  blessings  on  them  always. 

SPOKANE  DISTRICT  :-Verl  G.  Black,  President,  Box 
295,  Spokane,  Washington. 

"And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen 
in  the  last  days. 

"And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none  shall  stay  them, 
for  I  the  Lord  have  commanded  them."  — Doc.  &  Cov. 
1:4-5. 

The  Spirit  of  our  Heavenly  Father  has  been  felt  very 
strongly  and  much  good  has  been  accomplished  dur¬ 
ing  the  passed  month.  Most  of  our  missionaries  report 
that  they  have  a  steady  cottage  meeting  for  every 
night  of  the  week,  and  many  other  miscellaneous  meet¬ 
ings  at  different  times.  They  are  to  be  commended  on 


We  wish  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  all  the 
blessings  he  has  given  us  and  ask  him  to  continue 
them  unto  us  and  to  our  missionary  companions 
throughout  the  world. 

GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT Karl  C.  Freeman,  Presidenl, 
1118  Is!  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  Mont. 

We  view  the  events,  the  improvements,  the  advance¬ 
ments,  of  this  month  in  humility.  We  recognize  that 
had  not  our  efforts  been  quickened  by  the  Lord's  Spirit, 
we  would  not  have  the  satisfaction  and  happiness  we 
now  enjoy.  We  reflect  upon  this  series  of  events  and 
call  to  mind  with  the  same  refreshing  feelings,  the 
impressions  they  left  with  us  at  the  time  of  happening. 

Sunday,  March  26,  conference  was  held  in  Chinook, 
one  of  the  recently  annexed  branches  to  the  North¬ 
western  States  Mission,  wherein  three  very  spiritual 
meetings  were  held.  Members  of  the  Great  Falls  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  were  present  to  instruct  and  give  counsel. 
Seven  of  us  missionaries  found  it  our  pleasure  to  be 
in  attendance  to  enjoy  that  which  was  presented. 


PUGET  SOUND-VANCOUYER,  B.  C.,  DISTRICT  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE  HELD  IN 
SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON,  MARCH  12,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Anna  Grant,  Lucy  Vaughn,  Elaine  Harker,  Emily  Bart,  Ann 
Parkinson  Nibley,  Melba  Thomson,  Elsa  Steinert. 

Second  Row:  Byron  Underlie,  Lamont  H.  Briggs.  Lila  Cook,  Warren  Stewart,  Loa  Jensen. 
Mission  President  Preston  Nibley. 

Third  Row:  Sterling  Cannon,  Don  C.  Barker.  Barton  Moulton,  Charles  W.  Burt,  Howard  Taylor, 
Bennett  O’Donnell. 

Fourth  Row:  Warren  Barton,  Frank  McBride,  Vaughn  D.  Spendlove.  Clarence  Samuelson. 
Fifth  Row:  Walter  H.  Hick,  Glade  Peterson,  Gerald  O.  Munk,  Ralph  E.  Simpson,  District 
President  Percy  L.  Collyer,  Arnold  J.  Butterfield. 


their  fine  work.  It  is  certain  that  they  will  have  a 
fine  harvest  in  the  near  future. 

The  lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Howell  and  Anderson, 
report  that  they  are  getting  along  fine  in  Lewiston 
and  that  their  Primary  is  progressing  nicely. 

On  the  31st  of  March  a  meeting  was  held  in  Colfax, 
Washington  where  30  investigators  were  in  attendance 
to  hear  the  recordings  of  the  "Fullness  of  Times." 
During  month  the  recordings  have  also  been  played 
in  the  following  branches:  Kellogg,  Coeur  d'  Alene, 
Sandpoint,  Lewiston  and  Orofino,  Idaho,  and  in  Grand 
Coulee,  Washington.  These  meetings  were  all  well 
attended  and  the  people  listened  with  much  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  were  very  anxious  that  we  return  in  the  very 
near  future  that  they  might  hear  more  of  the  records. 

Monday,  April  17,  Sisters  Howell  and  Anderson  and 
Elders  Black,  Kennedy,  Curtis  and  Porter  left  Spokane 
for  a  trip  to  the  Alberta  Temple.  A  very  fine  time 
was  had  by  all  and  we  were  able  to  obtain  much 
spiritual  food  from  the  association  of  the  fine  people 
there.  And  above  all  we  should  not  forget  the  faith¬ 
fulness  of  our  little  car,  "Ruth,"  "for  whither  thou 
goest,  I  will  go;  and  where  thou  lodgest,  I  will  lodge,- 
thy  people  shall  be  my  people."  She  ran  perfectly  all 
the  way  up  and  back  without  even  a  flat  tire. 


April  2,  marked  a  day  of  happiness  for  a  good 
number  in  this  district.  On  this  day  twenty-one  per¬ 
sons  were  baptized  at  a  service  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
in  Great  Falls.  Four  of  the  number,  however,  were 
converts  from  the  Yellowstone  District  of  the  North 
Central  States  Mission,  brought  here  by  President  Karl 
Martin,  who  had  previously  made  arrangements  to  join 
us  in  our  service.  Indeed  it  was  a  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence  and  very  impressive  to  the  one  hundred  and 
ten  members  and  investigators  who  had  assembled  as 
witnesses. 

This  same  Sunday,  under  the  direction  of  members 
of  the  District  Council,  a  Sunday  School  was  organized 
at  Valier,  Montana.  Since  that  day,  Superintendent 
Floyd  Stokes  and  his  counselors  have  reported  much 
success  and  testify  of  the  happiness  in  general  of  the 
members  of  the  new  organization.  We  have  reason  to 
say  that  this  day  was  a  marked  day  in  the  lives  of  a 
great  number  of  people. 

YAKIMA- WENATCHEE  DISTRICT:  -  Carvel  Davis, 
President,  408  North  Kittitas,  Ellensburg,  Wash. 

The  Gospel  which  we  as  a  people  profess,  is  a  sys¬ 
tem  by  which  we  can  attain  the  heights  of  perfection 
in  the  worlds  to  come.  It  is  the  perfect  plan  of  salva¬ 
tion.  We  as  missionaries,  are  called  to  preach  this 
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plan  lo  lhe  world  as  an  act  of  love  to  our  fellow  men. 
It  is  our  responsibility  to  present  it  in  such  a  fashion 
that  others  will  come  to  know  it  as  we  do  and  will 
be  able  to  understand  that  it  is  indeed  a  plan  of 
Eternal  Life,  "A  voice  of  mercy  from  heaven." 

This  past  month  another  Sunday  School  was  added 
to  the  increasing  number  that  have  been  organized  in 
the  past  two  years  in  our  mission.  A  group  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  have  moved  from  Lewiston,  Utah,  into  our 
district  at  White  Bluffs,  Washington,  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  country.  On  April  16  they  held  their  first  Sun¬ 
day  School  at  which  all  members  of  the  ten  new 

families  were  present.  They  are  very  enthusiastic  in 
their  work  and  will  make  good  progress  in  this  ac¬ 
tivity.  We  welcome  this  type  of  people  into  the 

mission  for  we  know  that  they  are  real  life-blood  to 
the  Church. 

In  Pasco,  Washington  and  vicinity  ten  good  people 
have  requested  baptism  and  will  enter  the  Church 
through  that  ordinance  in  the  near  future.  We  find 

many  others  almost  ready  for  this  ordinance  and  feel 

that  during  the  summer  many  will  come  into  the  fold. 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  working  diligently 
in  their  fields  of  labor.  Elders  Garth  Fairbanks  and 
Thomas  Gunderson  in  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  have  been 
able  to  locate  members  of  the  Church  who  were  not 
known  until  contacted  recently.  These  Elders  are  kept 
busy  with  their  contacts  and  report  their  labors  very 
enjoyable. 

Elders  Arthur  Van  Orden  and  Ray  Jorgensen  who 
have  just  begun  their  labors  in  Toppenish,  Washinglon, 
find  the  Lamanites  rather  indifferent  to  their  message 
but  new  cottage  meetings  are  beginning  to  give  them 
activity  among  other  people  in  town. 


Elders  LaMont  Briggs  and  Carl  Taylor  in  Ellensburg, 
Washington,  are  working  lo  strength  the  branch  and 
find  many  wonderful  friends  among  the  Saints  there. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Ray  D.  Jorgensen,  from  Heber,  Utah,  to  Yakima-Wen- 
atchee  District. 

Oliver  Otto  Liechty,  from  Logan,  Utah,  unassigned,  re¬ 
turned  home  due  to  illness. 

Sewell  P.  Porter,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  Spokane  Dist. 
Carl  Leroy  Taylor,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Yakima-Wen- 
atchee  District. 

Margaret  Boyce,  from  Missoula,  Montana,  to  Oregon. 
Clyde  C.  Child,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Ross  J.  Taylor,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Raymond  Wright,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  South  O  egon. 
Keith  Olsen,  from  Idaho  Falls,  lo  Great  Falls  District. 
TRANSFERS 

Sheldon  Kennedy,  from  Southern  Oregon  to  Spokane. 
Arthur  Van  Orden,  from  Spokane  to  Yakima-Wenatchee. 
LaMont  Briggs,  from  Puget  Sound-Vancouver  District 
to  Yakima-Wenatchee  District. 

Seletta  Morris,  from  Yakima-Wenatchee  lo  Oregon  Dist. 
Maude  Sorenson,  from  Yakima-Wenatchee  to  Oregon. 
Sheldon  Hunt,  from  Southern  Oregon  to  Oregon  Dist. 
Verl  Karichner,  from  Oregon  District  to  Butte,  Montana. 
Dee  Rees,  from  Oregon  District  to  Butte,  Montana. 
APPOINTMENT 

Arnold  J.  Butterfield  —  President  Puget  Sound-Vancouver, 
B.  C.  District. 

RELEASES 

Edes  Hill,  of  Oregon  District  — Home,  Dayton,  Idaho. 
William  T.  Hart,  of  Oregon  Dist.  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 

LAMAN  H.  HEDGEPETH,  Secretary. 


Central  States  Mission 

Elias  S.  Woodruff,  President 


EAST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT:  -  Lesfer  A.  Hansen, 
President,  1301  South  Quincy,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

"Is  any  sick  among  you?  Let  him  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing 
him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." -James  5:14. 

During  the  past  few  months,  the  Elders  of  East  Okla¬ 
homa  have  answered  numerous  calls  of  their  afflicted 
brothers  and  sisters,  who  have  taken  literal  heed  to 
the  admonition  of  James.  Upon  the  heads  of  the  sick, 
by  authority  of  the  Priesthood,  have  been  pronounced 
the  healing  and  blessing  powers  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  reserved  for  the  faithful.  We  are  more  fully 
prepared  to  acknowledge  that  God  does  today,  even 
as  of  old,  recognize  and  strengthen  his  authorized 
servants,  sending  them  forth  with  the  same  divine 
commission:  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 

the  gospel  to  every  creature  .  .  .  they  shall  lay  hands 
on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover."  Each  of  us  is 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  privilege  of  serving  in  this 
important  capacity. 

March  11  and  12  we  assembled  in  Tulsa  for  a  mis¬ 
sionary  meeting  and  a  district  conference,  which  was 
marked  by  a  large  attendance  and  the  general  preval¬ 
ence  of  a  fine  spirit.  The  sound  counsel  given  by  our 
inspired  mission  president  instilled  within  us  a  greater 
determination  to  serve  the  Lord.  President  Wood¬ 
ruff's  impending  departure  from  the  mission  is  an¬ 
ticipated  by  those  of  us  who  know  him  and  therefore 
love  him,  with  a  degree  of  sorrow.  We  ask  God's 
richest  blessings  upon  him,  and  express  our  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  beneficial  results  of  our  association 
with  him. 

We  welcome  into  lhe  Church  James  Frederick  Earl 
Scoff,  who  was  baptized  by  Elder  Clarence  A.  Bybee 
and  confirmed  by  Elder  Truman  A.  Lyman.  Through 
righteousness  may  he  always  find  joy  in  the  Kingdom 
of  God. 


A  Sunday  School  organized  in  Okmulgee,  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Parley  Reed  presiding,  is  reported  to  be  progress¬ 
ing.  Sisters  Annie  Jarvis  and  Kathleen  Hamblin, 
who  have  been  ministering  in  Tulsa,  have  gone  to 
Okmulgee  to  assist  in  the  work  there.  The  winter's 
work  has  been  chiefly  centered  in  the  cities  and 
towns.  Now  as  summer  approaches,  we  turn  our 
efforts  in  part  to  the  country  districts,  so  that  the  rural 
people  too  may  hear  the  message  of  the  Gospel  pro¬ 
claimed  from  pulpit  and  street  corner  and  in  homes 
opened  for  this  important  purpose. 

EAST  KANSAS  DISTRICT:  -  Harold  D.  Cox,  President, 
215  West  4ih  Street,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

"By  small  and  simple  things  are  great  things  brought 
to  pass;  and  small  means  in  many  instances  doth 
confound  the  wise,  and  bringelh  about  the  salvation 
of  many  souls."  In  humility  and  with  understanding, 
the  missionaries  of  the  district  are  "speaking  the  truth 
in  love,"  that  all  who  will  "may  grow  up  unto  him 
in  all  things,  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ." 

As  a  result  of  this  great  love,  we  are  happy  to  re¬ 
port  the  faith  promoting  conversion  of  Jack  Francis 
H.  Thompson  of  Goff,  Kansas.  Brother  Thompson  first 
heard  the  truth  explained  at  a  funeral  service  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  "Mormon"  missionaries.  Later  the 
Elders  visited  him  and  left  the  Book  of  Mormon  and 
other  literature.  Through  his  prayer  and  study,  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  was  made  manifest  to  him;  his  faith 
and  testimony  in  this  priceless  discovery  then  caused 
him  to  journey  to  Topeka,  where  he  applied  for  bap¬ 
tism.  Brother  Thompson  was  baptized  by  Elder  Luzell 
D.  Wilde  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Edward  C.  Koelliker. 
Our  hearts  rejoice  over  the  step  he  has  taken,  and  we 
pray  that  he  will  magnify  his  responsibilities  in  this 
great  kingdom. 

We  recently  had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff  and  Elder  Stanford 
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Gwilliam  at  an  inspirational  district  conference  and 
missionary  meeting  held  in  Topeka  and  Leavenworth. 
The  missionaries  were  given  the  opportunity  at  these 
gatherings  of  bearing  their  testimonies  in  words  spoken 
under  the  influence  of  divine  power.  All  who  at¬ 
tended  were  edified. 

The  spirit  of  Elijah  is  manifested  through  the  dili¬ 
gence  of  the  Saints  at  Claytonville  in  gathering  the 
records  of  their  forefathers.  A  genealogical  class  was 
recently  organized  there  under  the  direction  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Vernon  Kimball  and  his  co-workers  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  genealogical  board.  Boyd  Fridell  was  sustained 
as  president;  Johnny  Fred  Wetzel,  as  counsellor,*  and 
Goldie  Glenn,  as  secretary. 

Sisters  Jennie  Fonnesbeck  and  Angie  Mace  are  work¬ 
ing  zealously  in  preaching  the  Gospel  in  Topeka,  where 
they  have  several  active  Primaries  and  a  promising 
tracting  district.  Their  love  for  the  work  is  reflected 
in  their  efforts.  Elders  Wilford  M.  Patterson  and  El- 
wood  Morrell  are  laboring  in  Hiawatha  and  Clayton- 
ville.  They  report  success  in  their  cottage  meetings 


Christ  to  all  that  will  listen  to  their  warning  voices. 
As  a  result  of  the  missionaries*  diligence,  we  are 
happy  to  report  that  nine  people  have  entered  the 
waters  in  two  inspirational  baptismal  services  held  re¬ 
cently  in  the  district.  Cecil  Lester  Sherrow  and  John 
L.  Sherrow  were  baptized  by  Elder  Scott  W.  Hoge; 
Helen  Jane  Sherrow,  Emily  Violet  Sherrow  and  Cecil  R. 
Sherrow,  by  Elder  Blair  Findlay;  and  James  White, 
Laura  Geraldine  White,  Otto  Walter  Draper  and  Shirley 
Mae  Manire,  by  Elder  Dee  L.  Andreasen.  We  take 
great  pleasure  in  welcoming  these  fine  people  into 
the  Church,  and  pray  that  they  may  have  inspiration 
and  guidance  in  their  continued  study  and  application 
of  the  Gospel. 

At  Mexico,  Missouri,  a  Sunday  School  was  recently 
organized  by  Elder  Dee  L.  Andreasen,  who  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  four  other  Elders  of  the  district.  From  pres¬ 
ent  indications,  we  feel  that  this  new  unit  will  be 
successful. 

At  Belleville,  Illinois,  Sister  Queen  S.  Brown  has  or¬ 
ganized  a  class  for  the  benefit  of  a  number  of  young 


MISSIONARIES  ATTENDING  THE  WEST  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  AT 

STI LLWATER .  O K LA II OM A 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Florence  Barker.  Mission  Stenographer;  Margaret  Price,  Mission 
Recorder;  Stanford  Gwilliam.  Mission  Secretary;  Mission  President  Elias  S.  Woodruff;  V.  Jarvis 
Hailing,  President  West  Oklahoma  District;  Margaret  Ririe,  Helen  Adams. 

Center  Row:  Lester  A.  Hansen,  President  East  Oklahoma  District;  Lloyd  A.  Hamilton.  Lloyd 
L.  Maughan,  Murray  B.  Foutz,  Allen  H.  Richman,  Paul  E.  Felt,  President  West  Kansas  District; 
Clifford  L  Merrell. 

Back  Row:  Lyle  A.  Peterson.  Darwin  V.  Corey.  Arthur  E.  Johnson.  Jesse  M.  Drury,  Jr.,  Francis 
L.  Burnham,  Truman  S.  Lyman,  Ross  H.  Cook,  John  A.  Samuelson. 


and  a  general  increase  of  interest  in  their  message. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Elders  George  Clawson  and 
J.  Arben  Jolley,  a  Scout  troop  is  flourishing  as  part  of 
their  M.  I.  A.  program  in  Coffeyville.  They  are  ex¬ 
tending  the  Gospel  to  many  through  their  weekly  radio 
broadcasts,  and  invite  you  to  tune  in  KGGF,  Coffey- 
ville,  Kansas,  each  Wednesday  afternoon  at  4:30.  Elders 
Harold  D.  Cox  and  Dwight  Smith  have  been  touring 
the  district. 

MISSOURI  DISTRICT: -Nolan  Blaisdell,  President,  4561 
Arlington,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

At  the  close  of  another  season  of  activity,  we  rejoice 
greatly  in  the  rich  blessings  that  we  have  been 
privileged  to  enjoy  in  our  work,  and  we  feel  to  thank 
our  Father  in  Heaven  for  them.  Much  has  been  ac¬ 
complished  by  the  missionaries  through  their  earnest 
endeavors  in  teaching  the  restored  Gospel,  and  many 
souls  have  come  to  a  realization  of  its  truth. 

The  Savior,  while  instructing  his  disciples,  said,  "Go 
ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost:  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what¬ 
soever  I  have  commanded  you." 

The  missionaries  of  the  district  are  going  forth,  as 
did  the  Apostles  of  old,  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 


people,  who  are  not  members  of  the  Church.  She  is 
being  assisted  in  this  commendable  work  by  Sisters 
Virginia  Freebairn  and  Fern  Goodman.  Our  sincere 
prayer  is  that  under  their  teaching,  these  young  peo¬ 
ple  may  increase  in  an  understanding  of  the  Gospel. 

ARKANSAS  DISTRICT: -Ersell  S.  Fagan,  President, 
815  Cumberland,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

"The  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people  by 
the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen  in 
these  last  days." 

"Let  us  all  press  on"  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  District  missionaries.  This  zeal  has  brought  the 
knowledge  of  the  restored  Gospel  to  many  people. 

Recently  we  were  privileged  to  have  with  us,  pre¬ 
siding  over  a  very  impressive  district  conference,  our 
beloved  mission  president,  Elias  S.  Woodruff,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Sister  Ellsworth  and  Sister  Marler, 
counsellors  to  Sister  Woodruff  in  the  Relief  Society. 
The  first  session  of  this  conference  was  held  at  Barney; 
the  second,  at  Little  Rock;  the  final  sessions,  at  El 
Dorado.  From  the  inspiring  counsel  of  these  meetings, 
everyone  present  derived  vast  spiritual  values  and  a 
more  determined  desire  to  live  the  teachings  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"That  which  doth  not  ‘edify  is  not  of  God,  and  is 
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darkness.  That  which  is  of  God  is  light/  and  he  that 
receiveth  light,  and  continueth  in  God,  receiveth  more 
light,  and  that  light  groweth  brighter  and  brighter 
until  the  perfect  day." -Doc.  and  Cov.  50:23,  24. 

Elders  Ersell  S.  Fagan  and  Frank  T.  Eastmond  have 
met  with  much  success  while  traveling  in  the  country, 
and  bear  testimony  that  the  Lord  blesses  those  who 
have  faith  in  that  which  they  set  forth  to  do  in 
righteousness.  At  Pine  Bluff,  Elders  O.  Wayne  Day 
and  Homer  G.  Birdsall,  Jr.,  are  meeting  with  much 
success  in  their  Primary  and  cottage  meetings.  In 
Little  Rock,  Elders  Jesse  Hurd  and  Alma  Rigby  have 
had  many  new  homes  opened  to  them  for  presentation, 
of  the  Gospel.  Elders  Herman  Fielding  and  Howard 
Woffinden  have  recently  begun  laboring  in  El  Dorado. 

May  we  plant  today,  that  tomorrow  we  may  har¬ 
vest  the  souls  with  whom  we  work. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

John  H.  Woffinden,  from  Spanish  Fork,  Ut.,  to  Arkansas. 
Herman  C.  Blamires,  from  Kaysville,  Ut.,  to  Missouri. 
Robert  Pearce,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Southwest  Mo. 


Mae  Anne  Sorensen,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Missouri. 
Parley  Tanner  Swainston,  from  Preston,  Ida.,  to  Missouri. 
Alva  Emanuel  Thatcher,  from  Eden,  Ariz.,  to  E.  Okla. 
Helen  Hughes,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  Missouri  Dist. 
Amy  Skidmore,  from  Rexburg,  Idaho,  to  W.  Oklahoma. 
Jennie  Pearce,  from  Los  Angeles,  to  Southwest  Missouri, 
TRANSFERS 

Margaret  Pirce,  from  Mission  Office  to  Independence. 
Maurice  Bultars,  from  Independence  to  Arkansas  Dist. 
Frank  Taylor  Eastmond,  from  Arkansas  to  Independence. 
APPOINTMENT 

Gwen  Kimball  -  Mission  Recorder. 

RELEASES 

Blair  Findlay,  of  Missouri  Dist.  — Home,  Randolph,  Utah. 
Jesse  M.  Drury,  Jr.,  of  W.  Oklahoma  —  Home,  Salt  Lake. 
Jay  Clifton  Stout,  of  Missouri- Home,  Burley,  Idaho. 
Garth  Zundel,  of  Independence  —  Home,  Rigby,  Idaho. 
(Leave  of  absence). 

T.  Ellis  Butterfield,  of  Independence  -  Home,  Riverton,  U. 
(Leave  of  absence). 

STANFORD  GWILLIAM,  Mission  Secretary. 


Canadian  Mission 

David  A.  Smith,  President 


HAMILTON  DISTRICT Merlin  B.  Yales,  President, 
194  Church  Street,  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada. 

"Wherefore,  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  ought  to  for¬ 
give  one  another/  for  he  that  forgiveth  not  his  brother 
his  trespasses  standeth  condemned  before  the  Lord/ 
for  there  remaineih  in  him  the  greater  sin. 

"I,  the  Lord,  will  forgive  whom  I  will  forgive,  but 
of  you  it  is  required  to  forgive  all  men.  And  ye 
ought  to  say  in  your  hearts  — let  God  judge  between 
me  and  thee,  and  reward  thee  according  to  thy  deeds." 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  64:9-11. 

In  this  day  of  war  and  trouble  we  find  great  need 
of  this  wonderful  teaching.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Ham¬ 
ilton  District  missionaries  to  spread  this  Gospel  of 
love  and  peace  to  the  people  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  we  ask  the  Lord's  help  in  doing  it. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
families  of  Sister  Agnes  Ford,  of  St.  Catharines,  who 
died  March  12/  and  Brother  Robert  LaSalle,  of  Ham¬ 
ilton,  who  died  March  11th.  Their  funerals  were  both 
well  attended  and  were  conducted  by  Merlin  Yates. 

Now  that  spring  has  come  we  find  a  new  interest 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  toward  the  Gospel.  Elders 
Clark  and  Lyman,  in  Brantford  have  found  success  in 
their  work.  They  have  shown  the  picture  slides  to 
several  of  their  friends,  and  all  their  meetings  have 
been  well  attended.  They  have  also  had  success  in 
lending  a  good  number  of  Books  of  Mormon.  Sisters 
Madsen  and  Jex  have  been  visiting  some  of  Sister 
Madsen's  relatives.  They  have  been  approaching 
them  on  the  subject  of  genealogy,  and  have  met  wilh 
some  success.  They  have  also  made  some  fine  f  tends 
and  have  had  some  good  Gospel  visits  with  them. 
Elders  Russell  and  Kowallis  have  also  been  showing 
the  slides  to  some  of  their  friends,  and  have  created 
interest  through  them.  They  are  finding  many  friends 
in  their  new  tracting  district. 

We  Elders  in  St.  Catharines  have  found  much  suc¬ 
cess  in  our  tracting  and  have  had  some  very  good 
opportunities  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  many  friends  and 
investigators.  On  April  9,  we  held  a  report  meeting 
here  in  St.  Catharines  with  all  the  missionaries  in  at¬ 
tendance.  We  all  received  of  the  spiritual  enrich¬ 
ment  that  comes  from  attendance  at  such  meetings. 
The  Lord  is  richly  blessing  us  and  we  feel  that  the 
missionary  work  is  progressing  rapidly. 

KITCHENER  DISTRICT: -Ivan  O.  Jensen,  President, 
153  Park  Streel,  Waferloo,  Oniario,  Canada. 

Our  missionary  work  is  progressing  successfully  in 
this  part  of  the  Canadian  vineyard. 


Elder  Stratford  and  Elder  Dow  are  having  success 
in  the  city  of  Galt  with  their  study  classes  and  are 
using  the  slide  lectures  to  a  good  advantage.  The 
study  classes  in  Stratford  under  the  direction  of  Elder 
Olsen  and  Elder  Mineer  are  a  source  of  encourage¬ 
ment.  The  new  district  that  has  been  opened  in 
Kitchener  by  Elder  Flake  and  Elder  Ackroyd  is  prov¬ 
ing  to  be  very  fruitful  as  many  opportunities  are 
being  found  to  show  the  various  film  slides  and  lec¬ 
tures.  Sister  Niederer  and  Sister  Saunders  working 
in  Hanover,  are  finding  their  Primary  and  Sunday 
School  classes  are  growing  and  they  are  thoroughly 
enjoying  their  work.  President  Jensen  and  Elder  Kim¬ 
ball  Vance  have  held  some  encouraging  meetings  in. 
Guelph,  with  good  attendance  of  Saints  and  investi¬ 
gators. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Kitchener  Branch,  a 
splendid  Relief  Society  conference  was  held  with  Sis¬ 
ter  Lydia  Arndt,  president  of  the  Kitchener  Relief  So¬ 
ciety  and  President  Hilda  Schoenau  of  the  Preston  Re¬ 
lief  Society,  arranging  and  conducting  the  program. 

Because  of  the  prevalence  of  generald  colds  and 
flu,  the  Elders  have  been  called  in  many  times  to 
administer  to  the  sick.  Some  remarkable  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  faith  and  the  power  of  God  have  been  wit¬ 
nessed. 

LONDON  DISTRICT: -Blair  J.  Glancy,  President,  91 
Adelaide  St.  South,  Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada. 

"In  his  own  power  man  can  do  nothing,  but  in 
humility  he  can  conquer  worlds." 

The  missionaries  of  the  London  District  are  in  their 
humble  way  continuing  their  labors,  realizing  that  it 
is  by  small  means  that  the  Lord  causes  great  things 
to  come  about. 

A  Primary  conference  was  held  in  London  on  March 
20.  It  was  well  attended  by  the  children  and  many 
of  their  parents.  Each  one  performed  his  part  well 
and  Sisters  Ashby  and  Jacobs  were  very  happy.  These 
two  lady  missionaries  should  be  commended  for  their 
untiring  efforts  in  the  Primary  work. 

The  Elders  in  London  are  finding  new  friends  here 
and  there  in  their  tracting.  They  find  it  difficult  at 
times  but,  difficulties  increase  their  growth  and 
strengthen  their  testimony. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Anderson,  a  Relief 
Society  has  been  organized  in  Chatham.  It  is  thor¬ 
oughly  appreciated  by  all  who  attend  and  is  doing 
a  good  work.  There  are  several  good  projects  under 
way  each  of  which  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  branch. 
On  April  7  a  report  meeting  was  held  in  Chatham. 
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All  of  the  missionaries  gave  strong  testimonies  and 
expressed  their  thankfulness  for  having  the  true  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  their  happiness  in  the  work 
of  presenting  that  Gospel  to  others. 

Sisters  Margie  Christensen  and  Verletta  Mendenhall 
are  laboring  in  Windsor  with  Elders  Seth  Saurey  and 
Virgil  Smith.  In  the  city  of  London  the  four  mission¬ 
aries  are:  Sisters  Elaine  Jacobs  and  Edna  Ashby,  Elders 
Afton  Orchard  and  Fred  Bingham/  in  Chatham:  Sisters 
Melva  Peterson  and  Hazel  Anderson,  and  Elders  Stanley 
Leavitt  and  Blair  J.  Glancy. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT William  J.  Smith,  President, 
785  Riverview  Avenue,  Verdun,  Quebec. 

As  mother  Nature  puts  on  a  new  coal  of  green,  the 
missionaries  also  gain  added  interest  and  enthusiasm 
due  to  the  more  numerous  opportunities  for  trading 
and  making  new  friends. 

St.  Patricks  day  was  celebrated  with  the  Relief 
Society  serving  a  delicious  supper.  An  Irish  program 
which  everyone  enjoyed  was  followed  by  a  well  at¬ 
tended  dance.  On  Easter  Sunday  a  special  pro- 


H.  Blackmore,  the  Social  Credit  Leader  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  only  Mormon  to  ever  receive  a 
seat  in  the  Canadian  Parliament,  obtained  the  invita¬ 
tions  for  them. 

Dressed  in  evening  clothes,  they  were  escorted  by 
Brother  Blackmore  through  the  main  hall  where  they 
were  presented  to  six  hostesses  and  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  of  Canada,  MacKenzie  King.  In  the  flower  dec¬ 
orated  halls  they  were  introduced  as  Mormon  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  many  members  and  wives  of  the  Senate 
and  the  House  of  Commons.  In  one  large  room  the 
younger  group  enjoyed  themselves  at  dancing.  Late 
in  the  evening  the  dining  room  was  opened.  There, 
amid  the  fragrance  and  beauty  of  aromatic  bouquets 
of  flowers  and  decorations  of  shining  silver  dishes,  a 
buffet  style  lunch  was  served.  It  was  an  experience 
never  to  be  forgotten,  for  Sisters  Stock  and  Williams 
claim  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Mormon  lady 
missionaries  to  attend  any  such  reception. 

Opportunity  is  knocking  at  our  door.  We  must  make 
hay  while  the  sun  shines.  We  sense  the  responsibility 


HAMILTON  DISTRICT  MISSIONARIES  OF  CANADIAN  MISSION  AT  CONFERENCE  IN 

HAMILTON.  ONTARIO 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Retiring  District  President  Gerald  L.  Peterson.  Catherine  Jex, 
Mission  President  David  A.  Smith,  Emily  J.  Smith,  Incoming  District  President  Merlin  Yates. 
Virginia  Saunders,  George  .Jenkins. 

Center  Row:  Mahala  Smith,  Kenneth  Child,  Darrell  Gardner,  Louise  Smith,  Verl  Clark.  Frank 
A.  Lyman,  Emily  Madsen. 

Back)  Row:  Mac  Russell.  Ralph  Howes,  Maurice  K.  Heninger,  Jos.  H.  Smith.  Paul  A.  Kowallis, 
Lynn  Nelson.  Leo  Reeve. 


gram  was  rendered  to  the  pleasure  of  an  unusually 
large  number. 

On  their  trip  to  Drummondville,  Elders  Smith  and 
Wood  found  one  of  the  members  very  ill  with  an 
abnormal  blood  pressure  and  pains  in  the  head.  After 
being  administered  to,  she  said  the  pains  left  her  and 
by  the  next  morning  the  blood  pressure  had  returned 
to  almost  normal. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT:  -  Owen  Slaugh,  President,  116 
Strathcona  Avenue,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Inch  by  inch  the  banner  of  Mormonism  unfolds  to 
the  people  of  Canada.  Not  always  is  the  message  of 
the  Gospel  brought  to  bear  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people  through  word  and  precept.  One  little  act  or 
deed  might  start  many  minds  to  thinking,  and  alter 
the  destinies  of  hundreds  of  men.  Nearly  every  move 
we  make  is  being  recorded  upon  someone's  mind. 
Curious  minds  were  set  at  work  by  the  following 
experience: 

On  the  evening  of  March  22,  Sisters  Viola  Stock  and 
Gwen  Williams  had  the  esteemed  privilege  of  at¬ 
tending  a  reception  given  by  the  wives  of  the  cabi¬ 
net  ministers  in  the  House  of  Parliament.  Brother  John 


that  rests  upon  our  shoulders,  and  have  set  forth  with 
greater  determination  to  preach  the  restored  Gospel. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  :-B.  Travers  Smith,  President, 
861  Ossington  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada. 

James  5:14-15  instructs:  "Is  any  sick  among  you? 
Let  him  call  the  elders  of  the  church /  and  let  them 
pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord/  and  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the 
sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up." 

Many  have  followed  this  counsel  in  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  have  gained  the  promise.  By  it  their 
faith  in  God  has  been  strengthened.  Brother  Eric 
Wagner  was  almost  instantly  healed  through  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Elders.  Barbara  Martin  was  suf¬ 
fering  of  infected  masloids.  The  doctor  advised  an 
operation  at  once.  Her  father,  Brother  James  Martin, 
hesitated  to  give  his  consent.  She  was  administered 
to,  and  immediately  she  began  to  recover.  The  doctors 
are  unable  to  understand  the  rapid  recovery. 

We  held  our  branch  and  district  conferences  on 
March  19  and  26  respectively.  A  special  priesthood 
meeting  for  the  local  brethren  was  called  at  the  branch 
conference,  and  much  instruction  given.  The  M.  I.  A. 
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held  their  Gold  and  Green  ball,  which  was  enjoyed 
by  all.  Sister  Agnes  Wilson  was  crowned  queen. 

Our  missionary  basketball  team  here  in  Toronto,  have 
prospects  of  making  the  top  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  league 
tournament.  They  have  made  many  friends  in  this 
activity. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Frank  McClure,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  Montreal  Dist. 
Lloyd  Christensen,  from  Boise,  Idaho,  to  Ottawa  Dist. 


Dale  Hutchins,  from  Arcadia,  Calif.,  to  Hamilton  Dist. 
Calbert  Bingham,  from  Ogden,  Utah,  to  Toronto  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Wayne  Tippetts,  from  Windsor  to  Montreal  District. 
Kenneth  Child,  from  St.  Catharines  to  Ottawa  District. 
RELEASE 

William  J.  Smith,  of  Montreal -Home,  Randolph,  Utah. 

MAURICE  K.  HENINGER,  Secretary. 


New  England  Mission 

Carl  F.  Eyring,  President 


CANADIAN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Glen  Longhuxsi,  President, 
Box  434,  Windsor,  N.  S. 

It  has  recently  been  our  privilege  to  visit  members 
of  the  Church  living  in  the  isolated  sections  of  Nova 
Scotia.  We  are  indeed  happy  to  find  that  these  fine 
people  have  come  through  the  winter  without  a  great 
amount  of  sickness  or  tribulation.  They  express  them¬ 
selves  as  Paul  did  to  the  Romans:  "For  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ/  for  it  is  the  power 
of  God  unto  salvation  to  everyone  that  believeth/  to 
the  Jew  first  and  also  to  the  Greek.  For  therein  is 
the  righteousness  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith/ 
as  it  is  written,  The  just  shall  live  by  faith."  -  Romans 
1 : 16-17. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  great  joy  to  us  the  last  few 
Sundays  to  listen  to  the  Tabernacle  Choir  program 
which  has  been  brought  to  us  over  stations  CHNS  at 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  CBA  Maritimes  at  Sackville,  N.  B., 
of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Company.  We  feel  that 
our  work  is  going  to  be  made  easier  because  of  these 
fine  programs  being  accessible  to  more  homes  in  these 
two  provinces. 

CONNECTICUT  DISTRICT:  -Elbert  R.  Simmons,  Presi¬ 
dent,  158  York  Street,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

"But  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  We,  with  Paul  the' 
Apostle,  raise  our  voices  to  express  gratitude  for  the 
Sacrifice  of  our  Lord.  The  Hartford  and  New  Haven 
Branches,  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  Easter,  pre¬ 
sented  special  programs  which  were  greatly  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  missionaries  that 
the  Supreme  Sacrifice,  and  its  purpose,  may  always 
be  kept  fresh  in  the  minds  of  humanity. 

Recently  it  was  the  opportunity  of  the  Elders  in  New 
Haven  to  visit  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Bris¬ 
tol  and  present  the  story  of  Mormonism  and  the  film 
slide  lecture  "Landmarks  of  Church  History."  These 
were  given  to  two  groups  of  young  people,  and  an 
interesting  discussion  was  enjoyed  after  the  lecture. 
Many  questions  were  asked  concerning  the  Church. 
This  engagement  came  through  students  of  the  Yale 
Divinity  School.  An  invitation  to  return  was  given 
the  Elders. 

Elders  Henderson  and  Robertson,  laboring  in  Bridge¬ 
port,  report  they  found  in  good  health,  all  outlying 
members  in  Western  Connecticut  during  their  special 
visit  there. 

Words  of  Friendly  Philosophy  are  now  being  given 
over  the  New  Haven  radio  station  by  Elder  Stoddard, 
who  recently  came  into  this  district  through  transfer. 
Elder  Simmons  is  having  the  opportunity  of  singing 
and  reading  poetry  over  the  same  station  on  an  "Organ 
Melody"  program. 

NORTH  MAINE  DISTRICT  :-J.  Berlin  Osborn,  Presi¬ 
dent,  83  Capital  St.,  Augusta,  Maine. 

"Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  water,  for  thou  shall 
find  it  after  many  days."  We  may  never  fully  realize 
the  good  we  do  or  the  impressions  we  make  upon 
others.  Sometimes  we  may  think  we  have  failed, 
when  actually  we  have  sown  many  beautiful  and  po¬ 
tent  seeds  of  love  and  character  — the  fruits  of  which 
will  be  reaped  by  those  who  follow  many  days  there¬ 
after.  Like  the  planting  of  crops  by  the  first  Mormon 


pioneers,  to  give  life  and  sustenance  to  those  parties 
who  should  follow,  so  we,  as  missionaries  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  day,  occasionally  are  able  to  plant  a  seed  which 
may  yet  yield  a  bounteous  harvest  ot  those  who 
follow  us. 

Recently  Elders  Osborn  and  Bingham  made  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  two  men  who  had  known  two  Mormon 
missionaries  many  years  ago  and  had  been  favorably 
impressed  by  them.  Thus,  our  contact  was  made 
easier  by  the  friendliness  of  two  others  of  our  number 
who  previously  traveled  the  same  missionary  road. 
Like  the  Arizona  Night-Blooming  Cereus  cacti,  which 
stimulates  passersby  with  its  exquisite  fragrance  many 
hours  after  it  has  bloomed  and  died,  we  too  may 
gladden  many  a  heart  by  the  beauty  and  aura  of  our 
characters. 

Missionaries  of  this  district  are  confident  that  if 
they  cast  out  their  love  upon  the  sea  of  humanity, 
after  many  days  it  will  return  to  them  "seven  fold." 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  :-L.  Russell  Hochslrasser, 
President,  7  Concord  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Members  and  friends  of  the  Boston  Branch  and  vi¬ 
cinity  enjoyed  a  splendid  conference  of  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  District  on  Sunday,  April  23.  In  attendance  was 
Elder  George  Albert  Smith  of  the  Quorum  of  the 
Twelve.  While  his  visit  to  Boston  was  not  a  part  of 
his  official  schedule,  nevertheless  his  appearance  was 
just  as  timely  and  as  much  appreciated  as  though  it 
had  been  part  of  the  plans  of  the  conference.  The 
talks  given  by  Elder  George  Albert  Smith  and  President 
Carl  F.  Eyring  were  very  significant  and  thought  pro¬ 
voking  and  were  praised  very  highly  by  these  in  at¬ 
tendance. 

We  mourn  the  passing  away  of  Sister  Martha  Pratt, 
v/ho  was  perhaps  one  of  the  oldest  converts  to  the 
Church  in  the  district.  Funeral  services  for  Sister 
Pratt  were  held  Monday  afternoon,  April  24,  and  were 
under  the  direction  of  the  branch  presidency.  Every¬ 
one  in  the  branch  knew  Sister  Pratt  well.  Her  life 
exemplified  the  teachings  of  Mormonism.  She  was  de¬ 
voted  to  the  teachings  of  the  Church  and  never  over¬ 
looked  an  opportunity  of  spreading  its  glorious  mes¬ 
sage  to  her  friends  and  associates.  Sister  Pratt  was 
always  near  when  her  services  were  needed.  Yes, 
we  will  miss  her  very  much,  and  somehow  we  find 
ourselves  hoping  that  when  the  time  comes  for  us  to 
go,  our  lives  will  have  been  as  full  and  complete  as 
was  hers. 

L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER. 


After  your  testimony  cometh  wrath  and  indignation 
upon  the  people.  For  after  your  testimony  cometh  the 
testimony  of  earthquakes,  that  shall  cause  groanings  in 
the  midst  of  her,  and  men  shall  fall  upon  the  ground 
and  shall  not  be  able  stand.  And  also  cometh  the 
testimony  of  the  voice  of  thunderings,  and  the  voice 
of  lightnings,  and  the  voice  of  tempests,  and  the  voice 
of  the  waves  of  the  sea  heaving  themselves  beyond  their 
bounds.  And  all  things  shall  be  in  commotion/  and 
surely,  men's  hearts  shall  fail  them/  for  fear  shall  come 
upon  all  people. -Doc.  &  Cov.  88:88-91. 
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Eastern  States  Mis sion 

Frank  Evans,  President 


ERIE  DISTRICT: -Elwin  E.  Bushman,  President,  92 
State  St.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

During  the  past  month  the  Bradford  Branch  has  en¬ 
joyed  many  socials,  among  which  were  the  M.  I.  A. 
Gold  and  Green  ball  and  two  one-act  comedies.  Many 
non-members  have  attended  and  enjoyed  the  recrea¬ 
tion  presented  by  the  M.  I.  A. 

We  regret  the  passing  of  Elmer  William  Pfouts,  hus¬ 
band  of  one  of  the  members  here.  The  district  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  privileged  to  conduct  the  services.  Non¬ 
members  present  were  impressed  by  the  Latter-day 
Saint  doctrine  which  was  presented  in  word  and  song. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  members,  the  Relief 
Society  bazaar  and  Sunday  School  party  of  the  Erie 
Branch  were  very  successful. 

April  22  and  23  found  the  members  of  the  Erie 
District  enjoying  conference  in  the  three  branches. 
An  episode  of  "The  Fulness  of  Times"  played  at  each 
of  the  meetings  contributed  to  the  wonderful  spirit 
present.  Each  of  the  missionaries  as  well  as  a  few 
branch  officers  were  given  an  opportunity  for  expres¬ 
sion.  Many  members  and  friends  thrilled  to  the  power¬ 
ful  and  inspirational  discourses  of  President  Evans  and 
were  brought  to  the  realization  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  does  lead,  guide  and  direct  the  authorities  of 
the  Church. 

By  the  many  friends  and  investigators  he  has  brought 
to  an  interest  in  the  Church  and  the  Gospel,  we  know 
that  Elder  Marlin  Bingham  has  carried  on  his  work 
well  in  Jamestown.  May  the  Lord  bless  him  in  his 
new  field  of  labor  in  the  Susquehanna  District. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT: -James  M.  Hobbs,  President, 
437  First  Avenue,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Much  praise  is  due  the  Altoona  Relief  Society  for 
the  splendid  way  in  which  they  managed  a  "covered 
dish"  dinner  to  celebrate  the  97th  anniversary  of  the 
Relief  Society  organization.  The  financial  success 
achieved  gave  a  substantial  increase  to  their  treasury. 
We  are  happy  to  announce  that  a  Relief  Society  has 
been  organized  recently  at  York,  Pa. 

An  episode  of  the  fine  radio  program,  "The  Fulness 
of  Times,"  has  been  presented  each  week  for  the  last 
month  through  the  facilities  of  WFBG  in  Altoona  with 
encouraging  results. 

A  number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  the  outlying 
members  of  the  district  and  the  sacrament  has  been 
administered  to  some  of  them.  Baptismal  services  will 
be  held  throughout  the  district  as  soon  as  weather 
conditions  permit. 

We  welcome  to  our  district  Elder  William  M.  Taylor, 
who  replaces  Elder  James  R.  Winterton  as  companion 
to  Elder  Lawrence  C.  Evans  at  York,  Pa.  We,  mem¬ 
bers  and  missionaries,  will  miss  Elder  Winterton,  who 
labored  in  three  different  branches  of  this  district. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT  :-Wilford  Zaugg,  President,  49 
East  Genesee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

"Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  sea¬ 
son  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  — Gal.  6:9.  This 
is  the  attitude  of  the  missionaries  of  this  district,  and 
we  feel  assured  that  progress  has  been  made  in  our 
work. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  had  numerous 
opportunities  to  meet  with  the  various  clubs  of  the 
city  and  contribute  to  their  programs.  At  one  club 
we  are  presenting  the  series  of  recordings,  "The  Ful¬ 
ness  of  Times,"  and  all  speak  highly  of  this  remark¬ 
able  dramatization.  It  has  also  been  very  successful 
in  increasing  interest  and  attendance  at  our  meetings, 
both  in  Auburn  and  in  Syracuse. 

Attendance  at  the  Townsend  Club  meetings  in  both 
cities  has  been  the  means  of  gaining  many  new  friends. 
At  their  last  meeting  we  contributed  several  numbers 
on  the  program,  and  were  also  permitted  to  announce 
our  coming  district  conference  before  the  group  of 


150  members.  After  the  meeting,  many  inquiries  were 
made  concerning  the  coming  conference,  and  Gospel 
conversations  resulted.  The  president  of  the  club 
and  the  guest  speaker  were  among  those  who  showed 
personal  interest. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  the  Auburn  Branch  will  bring  its 
season  of  activity  to  a  close  with  the  presentation  of 
two  one-act  plays,  as  a  feature  of  the  drama  depart¬ 
ment.  This  form  of  activity  has  been  the  means  of 
creating  interest  among  friends,  and  has  given  branch 
members  the  opportunity  to  develop  and  display  their 
talents.  We  feel  that  the  past  season  has  been  a  very 
successful  one/  numerous  activities  have  been  spon¬ 
sored,  and  the  lessons  have  been  enjoyed  by  all. 
Outstanding  talent  has  been  discovered  among  friends 
and  investigators,  and  we  find  them  willing  con¬ 
tributors  to  our  programs,  both  in  Sunday  Services 
and  our  M.  I.  A.  activities. 

Members  and  friends  are  looking  forward  to  the 
visit  of  President  Evans  and  the  mission  officers  in  the 
capacity  of  a  district  conference,  the  announcement 
of  which  was  made  over  the  local  radio  station.  We 
are  expecting  a  fine  turnout  for  this  occasion. 
TRANSFERS 

Claude  J.  Burtenshaw,  from  Special  Assignment  to  New 
Jersey  District. 

Vincent  J.  Christensen,  from  Mission  Office  to  Seneca. 
Grant  F.  Layton,  from  Susquehanna  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Marlin  E.  Bingham,  from  Erie  to  Susquehanna  District. 
APPOINTMENT 

Grant  F.  Layton  —  President  New  Jersey  District. 
RELEASES 

Lawrence  M.  Broadhead,  of  New  Jersey  District -Home, 
Nephi,  Utah. 

Selma  M.  Whitehead,  of  East  Penn.  District —  Home, 
Preston,  Idaho. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


THE  EVENING  OF  LIFE 

By  JEAN  HURT,  Rl.  1,  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas 
(Dedicated  to  Grandfather  Joseph  C.  Cash) 

The  sun  is  sinking  in  the  west, 

The  earth  with  its  sunshine  has  been  blest; 

But  shadows  now  darken  the  evening  light, 

And  nature  longs  for  the  cool  breath  of  night. 

Down  the  hill,  along  a  winding  pathway, 

Comes  an  old  man,  tired  from  the  work  of  the  day. 
He  looks  now  at  the  setting  sun, 

And  sighs  as  he  realizes  that  day  is  nearly  done. 

For  the  night  of  Life  for  him  is  drawing  near; 
On  his  face  is  a  wistful  smile  and  in  his  eye  a 
wistful  tear. 

He  knows  his  life's  work  is  nearly  done  — 

That  rest  shall  come  with  Life's  setting  sun. 

As  he  looks  back  over  the  years, 

He  finds  no  cause  for  regret  or  tears. 

He's  done  his  best.  Duty  he's  bravely  met  — 
Peacefully  he  approaches  the  evening  sunset. 


Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you,  whom  I  love, 
and  whom  I  love  I  also  chasten  that  their  sins  may  be 
forgiven,  for  with  the  chastisement  I  prepare  a  way 
for  their  deliverance  in  all  things  out  of  temptation. 
—  Doc.  &  Cov.  95:1. 
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Eastern  States  Mission 

Frank  Evans,  President 


ERIE  DISTRICT:  -  El  win  E.  Bushman,  President,  92 
Stale  St.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

During  the  past  month  the  Bradford  Branch  has  en¬ 
joyed  many  socials,  among  which  were  the  M.  I.  A. 
Gold  and  Green  ball  and  two  one-act  comedies.  Many 
non-members  have  attended  and  enjoyed  the  recrea¬ 
tion  presented  by  the  M.  I.  A. 

We  regret  the  passing  of  Elmer  William  Pfouts,  hus¬ 
band  of  one  of  the  members  here.  The  district  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  privileged  to  conduct  the  services.  Non¬ 
members  present  were  impressed  by  the  Latter-day 
Saint  doctrine  which  was  presented  in  word  and  song. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  members,  the  Relief 
Society  bazaar  and  Sunday  School  party  of  the  Erie 
Branch  were  very  successful. 

April  22  and  23  found  the  members  of  the  Erie 
District  enjoying  conference  in  the  three  branches. 
An  episode  of  'The  Fulness  of  Times"  played  at  each 
of  the  meetings  contributed  to  the  wonderful  spirit 
present.  Each  of  the  missionaries  as  well  as  a  few 
branch  officers  were  given  an  opportunity  for  expres¬ 
sion.  Many  members  and  friends  thrilled  to  the  power¬ 
ful  and  inspirational  discourses  of  President  Evans  and 
were  brought  to  the  realization  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  does  lead,  guide  and  direct  the  authorities  of 
the  Church. 

By  the  many  friends  and  investigators  he  has  brought 
to  an  interest  in  the  Church  and  the  Gospel,  we  know 
that  Elder  Marlin  Bingham  has  carried  on  his  work 
well  in  Jamestown.  May  the  Lord  bless  him  in  his 
new  field  of  labor  in  the  Susquehanna  District. 

BLUE  RIDGE  DISTRICT James  M.  Hobbs,  President, 
437  Firs!  Avenue,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Much  praise  is  due  the  Altoona  Relief  Society  for 
the  splendid  way  in  which  they  managed  a  "covered 
dish"  dinner  to  celebrate  the  97th  anniversary  of  the 
Relief  Society  organization.  The  financial  success 
achieved  gave  a  substantial  increase  to  their  treasury. 
We  are  happy  to  announce  that  a  Relief  Society  has 
been  organized  recently  at  York,  Pa. 

An  episode  of  the  fine  radio  program,  "The  Fulness 
of  Times,"  has  been  presented  each  week  for  the  last 
month  through  the  facilities  of  WFBG  in  Altoona  with 
encouraging  results. 

A  number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  the  outlying 
members  of  the  district  and  the  sacrament  has  been 
administered  to  some  of  them.  Baptismal  services  will 
be  held  throughout  the  district  as  soon  as  weather 
conditions  permit. 

We  welcome  to  our  district  Elder  William  M.  Taylor, 
who  replaces  Elder  James  R.  Winterton  as  companion 
to  Elder  Lawrence  C.  Evans  at  York,  Pa.  We,  mem¬ 
bers  and  missionaries,  will  miss  Elder  Winterton,  who 
labored  in  three  different  branches  of  this  district. 

ONEIDA  DISTRICT.-Wilford  Zaugg,  President,  49 
East  Genesee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

"Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  sea¬ 
son  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not." -Gal.  6:9.  This 
is  the  attitude  of  the  missionaries  of  this  district,  and 
we  feel  assured  that  progress  has  been  made  in  our 
work. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  had  numerous 
opportunities  to  meet  with  the  various  clubs  of  the 
city  and  contribute  to  their  programs.  At  one  club 
we  are  presenting  the  series  of  recordings,  "The  Ful¬ 
ness  of  Times,"  and  all  speak  highly  of  this  remark¬ 
able  dramatization.  It  has  also  been  very  successful 
in  increasing  interest  and  attendance  at  our  meetings, 
both  in  Auburn  and  in  Syracuse. 

Attendance  at  the  Townsend  Club  meetings  in  both 
cities  has  been  the  means  of  gaining  many  new  friends. 
At  their  last  meeting  we  contributed  several  numbers 
on  the  program,  and  were  also  permitted  to  announce 
our  coming  district  conference  before  the  group  of 


150  members.  After  the  meeting,  many  inquiries  were 
made  concerning  the  coming  conference,  and  Gospel 
conversations  resulted.  The  president  of  the  club 
and  the  guest  speaker  were  among  those  who  showed 
personal  interest. 

The  M.  I.  A.  of  the  Auburn  Branch  will  bring  its 
season  of  activity  to  a  close  with  the  presentation  of 
two  one-act  plays,  as  a  feature  of  the  drama  depart¬ 
ment.  This  form  of  activity  has  been  the  means  of 
creating  interest  among  friends,  and  has  given  branch 
members  the  opportunity  to  develop  and  display  their 
talents.  We  feel  that  the  past  season  has  been  a  very 
successful  one/  numerous  activities  have  been  spon¬ 
sored,  and  the  lessons  have  been  enjoyed  by  all. 
Outstanding  talent  has  been  discovered  among  friends 
and  investigators,  and  we  find  them  willing  con¬ 
tributors  to  our  programs,  both  in  Sunday  Services 
and  our  M.  I.  A.  activities. 

Members  and  friends  are  looking  forward  to  the 
visit  of  President  Evans  and  the  mission  officers  in  the 
capacity  of  a  district  conference,  the  announcement 
of  which  was  made  over  the  local  radio  station.  We 
are  expecting  a  fine  turnout  for  this  occasion. 
TRANSFERS 

Claude  J.  Burlenshaw,  from  Special  Assignment  to  New 
Jersey  District. 

Vincent  J.  Christensen,  from  Mission  Office  to  Seneca. 
Grant  F.  Layton,  from  Susquehanna  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
Marlin  E.  Bingham,  from  Erie  to  Susquehanna  District. 
APPOINTMENT 

Grant  F.  Layton —  President  New  Jersey  District. 
RELEASES 

Lawrence  M.  Broadhead,  of  New  Jersey  District —  Home, 
Nephi,  Utah. 

Selma  M.  Whitehead,  of  East  Penn.  District —  Home, 
Preston,  Idaho. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


THE  EVENING  OF  LIFE 

By  JEAN  HURT,  Rt.  1,  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas 
(Dedicated  to  Grandfather  Joseph  C.  Cash) 

The  sun  is  sinking  in  the  west, 

The  earth  with  its  sunshine  has  been  blest/ 

But  shadows  now  darken  the  evening  light, 

And  nature  longs  for  the  cool  breath  of  night. 

Down  the  hill,  along  a  winding  pathway, 

Comes  an  old  man,  tired  from  the  work  of  the  day. 
He  looks  now  at  the  setting  sun, 

And  sighs  as  he  realizes  that  day  is  nearly  done. 

For  the  night  of  Life  for  him  is  drawing  near/ 
On  his  face  is  a  wistful  smile  and  in  his  eye  a 
wistful  tear. 

He  knows  his  life’s  work  is  nearly  done- 
That  rest  shall  come  with  Life's  setting  sun. 

As  he  looks  back  over  the  years, 

He  finds  no  cause  for  regret  or  tears. 

He's  done  his  best.  Duty  he's  bravely  met  — 
Peacefully  he  approaches  the  evening  sunset. 


Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you,  whom  I  love, 
and  whom  I  love  I  also  chasten  that  their  sins  may  be 
forgiven,  for  with  the  chastisement  I  prepare  a  way 
for  their  deliverance  in  all  things  out  of  temptation. 
-Doc.  &  Cov.  95:1. 
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Missionaries  and  Subscribers  —  Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  jor  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 
If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  We 
will  use  it  if  we  can;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 
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MOTHER 

By  ELDER  EUGENE  S.  HINTZE,  North  Central 
States  Mission 

Let  us  sing  a  song  to  Mother, 

And  shout  it  to  the  skies, 

For  as  we  enter  into  life; 

Our  Mother  nearly  dies. 

She  cares  for  us  each  morning, 

And  prays  for  us  each  night; 

Whether  we  are  good  or  bad 
Or  treat  her  wrong  or  right. 

We  may  not  rise  to  glory 

Our  names  may  ne'er  reach  fame. 

Happy  or  sad  the  story, 

She  loves  us  just  the  same. 

Sing  a  song  for  Mother 
And  send  your  praise  above, 

That  God  may  know  you're  thankful 
For  her  sacred  Mother  love. 


Lord  and  fulfil  these  blessings.  For  it  is  said,  "They 
who  keep  their  first  estate  shall  be  added  upon;  .  .  . 
and  they  who  keep  their  second  estate  shall  have 
glory  added  upon  their  heads  for  ever  and  ever." 

I  have  been  given  a  testimony  of  this  Gospel;  not 
only  through  my  own  efforts  alone,  but  through  bless¬ 
ings  of  God  and  the  teachings  of  my  mother.  She 
wandered  like  a  lost  soul,  as  it  were,  searching  for 
the  truth,  going  from  church  to  church.  She  found  it 
when  a  Mormon  missionary  knocked  on  her  door.  She 
has  strengthened  my  testimony  and  lead  me  to  search 
diligently  for  the  truth. 

James  Freeman  Clark  said,  "It  may  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  to  all  eternity  whether  we  do  right  or  wrong 
today."  Let  us  constantly  remind  ourselves  of  the 
obligation  we  owe  our  Heavenly  Father  and  our  fore¬ 
fathers.  The  Lord  has  said,  "Be  ye  therefore  perfect, 
even  as  your  Father  in  Heaven  is  perfect."  It  is  only 
through  the  efforts  we  put  forth  that  we  can  attain 
that  great  goal. 


THE  DIGNITY  OF  SIMPLICITY 


MY  SACRED  LINEAGE 
By  MYRTLE  MARSDEN,  Canadian  Mission 

If  you  were  asked,  as  was  Job,  "Where  wast 
thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?"  what 
would  you  answer?  John  tells  us  that  before  this  earth 
was  made  a  terrible  war  was  waged  in  heaven  be¬ 
tween  Lucifer  and  his  hosts  and  Michael  and  his  hosts. 
Lucifer,  son  of  the  Morning,  lost,  and  with  one-third  of 
the  hosts  of  heaven,  was  cast  down  never  to  have  the 
privilege  of  receiving  a  body.  If  Jesus  Christ  was 
with  the  Father  in  the  beginning,  and  we  are  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  isn't  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
we  took  part  in  that  pre-mortal  conflict?  We  had  our 
free  agency  then  as  now  and  we  could  choose  which 
side  we  should  uphold.  Had  we  espoused  the  cause 
of  Satan  we  would  not  now  be  here.  Thus  were 
we  proved  in  our  first  estate. 

We  who  have  had  our  patriarchal  blessings  will 
find  that  in  nearly  all  is  mentioned  the  fact  that  we 
are  of  the  chosen  people  of  Joseph  through  the  loins 
of  Ephraim.  Have  we  ever  wondered  what  this  means? 

When  Jacob  blessed  Joseph  and  his  two  sons  he 
said: 

"God  Almighty  appeared  unto  me  at  Luz  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  blessed  me, 

"And  said  unto  me,  Behold,  I  will  make  thee  fruit¬ 
ful,  and  multiply  thee,  and  I  will  make  thee  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  people;  and  will  give  this  land  to  thy  seed 
after  thee  for  an  everlasting  possession.  .  .  . 

"And  Israel  stretched  out  his  right  hand,  and  laid  it 
upon  Ephraim's  head,  who  was  the  younger,  and  his 
left  hand  upon  Manasseh's  head."  — Gen.  48. 

Ephraim,  received  the  greater  blessing  in  that  "his 
seed  should  become  a  multitude  of  nations,"  and  that 
through  him  all  nations  would  be  blessed.  This  was 
the  same  blessing  that  was  given  to  Abraham. 

We,  as  literal  descendants  of  Ephraim,  have  a  per¬ 
sonal  interest  in  this  blessing  for  it  is  our  heritage. 
It  is  our  duty  to  live  up  to  the  commandments  of  the 


By  DON  F.  HARRIS,  Spanish  American  Mission 

Yes,  believe  it  or  not,  there  is  more  dignity  in 
simplicity  than  there  is  in  complexity.  It  is  smart  to 
be  simple.  It  is  not  only  smart,  but  it  is  economical 
and  is  a  test  for  one's  character,  to  see  how  well  he 
can  get  along  with  the  simple  things  of  life  and  make 
the  best  of  them. 

To  live  the  simple  life  is  to  live  the  sensible  life, 
and  to  live  the  sensible  life  makes  way  for  true  happi¬ 
ness  and  the  love  and  respect  of  those  around  us. 
Yes,  the  simple,  plain  life  really  pays;  let's  see  how: 

First,  let's  remember  that  simplicity  is  not  getting 
along  on  just  bare  necessities.  That  is  not  reasonable; 
but  it  does  not  mean  to  have  a  lot  of  luxuries  to  make 
our  lives  so  much  easier  to  live.  The  easier  it  is 
for  us  to  live,  the  less  real  test  and  trial  we  get  and 
therefore,  we  do  not  graduate  so  highly  in  the  so-called 
University  of  Hard  Knocks.  Simplicity,  let  us  say, 
is  moderation -moderation  in  everything  -  food  and 
clothing,  social  relations  and  habits  of  life. 

We,  as  missionaries,  especially  should  live  the  simple 
life,  to  prove  worthy  examples  to  those  around  us. 
Having  regular  hours  for  eating,  studying  and  sleep¬ 
ing  will  result  in  the  habit  of  regularity -a  habit 
which  is  so  necessary  to  one's  success.  Plain,  simple 
foods  and  moderate  amounts  of  such  food  should  be 
eaten.  Fresh  fruit,  vegetables,  whole  wheat  bread 
and  milk,  with  little  meat,  constitute  a  simple  diet, 
good  for  the  body  and  easy  on  the  purpose. 

Let  us  be  ever  neat  and  clean  but  simple  in  our 
dress;  wearing  clothes  that  best  fit  our  individual 
personalities. 

The  simple  life  would  call  for  the  possession  and 
study  of  a  few  good  books  covering  sundry  fields 
of  thought.  In  the  study  of  religion,  of  course  the 
four  "Standard  Works  of  the  Church"  should  form 
the  foundation. 

The  simple  life  will  help  us  to  be  honest,  lead  us 
away  from  debt,  and  reveal  the  dignity  of  being  true 
to  all  obligations.  It  is  easy  for  people  to  pretend 
and  to  act,  but  if  they  don't  care  about  their  obliga¬ 
tions,  they  are  not  worth  much.  They  cause  some 
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one  to  go  without  something  of  their  own  that  some¬ 
one  else  is  using.  That  is  not  right. 

To  live  the  simple  life  is  to  be  happy.  To  try 
to  keep  up  with  the  Jones's  is  folly.  In  moderation 
there  is  dignity. 


LAND  OF  PROMISE 

By  JAMES  V.  BARBER,  Northern  Siales  Mission 

Any  nation  that  exalts  God  and  his  word  shall  win 
safely  and  protection.  It  shall  prosper  and  enjoy  all 
of  the  good  things  of  the  world.  God  has  promised 
his  people  that  he  would  fortify  this  land  against  all 
nations.  Yet  with  this  promise  comes  the  solemn  warn¬ 
ing  that  any  nation  that  debases  his  word,  and  becomes 
obdurate,  invites  disaster  and  forfeits  his  favor.  In  a 
revelation  given  to  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  at  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  1833,  God  clearly  presents  his  attitude 
towards  these  wayward  people:  "Mine  indignation 
is  soon  to  be  poured  out  without  measure  upon  all  na¬ 
tions;  and  this  will  I  do  when  the  cup  of  their  in¬ 
iquity  is  full." 

God  expects  of  every  man  a  dual  loyalty,  first  to 
his  God  and  then  to  his  country.  This  fact  is  clearly 
illustrated  by  the  action  of  the  Master  when  he  was 
asked  is  it  lawful  to  pay  tribute  to  Caesar.  Jesus 
perceiving  wickedness  called  for  a  coin  and  asked 
whose  superscription  was  thereon?  The  reply  was, 
Caesar's,  and  Jesus  answered,  "Render  therefore  unto 
Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar's  and  unto  God  those 
things  that  are  God's." 

The  Almighty  has  promised  unto  the  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  dispensations,  land  for  their  inheritance.  Unto 
Abraham  and  his  posterity  was  given  the  Land  of 
Canaan  to  be  theirs  forever.  To  the  seed  of  Joseph 
was  given  America  to  be  a  land  of  promise,  in  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Nephi:  "and  behold  this  is  a 
land  of  your  inheritance  and  the  father  has  given  it 
unto  you." 

The  story  of  the  peoples  of  this  continent  has  indeed 
been  an  interesting  one  and  one  fraught  with  mean¬ 
ing.  Since  the  garden  of  Eden,  inhabitants  of  this 
land  have  prospered  as  long  as  they  have  obeyed  the 
commandments  of  the  father  but  as  soon  as  they  have 
turned  from  the  adjuration  of  the  Lord,  and  have  been 
led  away  by  the  astuteness  and  temerity  of  man  they 
have  been  destroyed.  The  Jaredite  people  during  the 
reign  of  Emer  prospered  but  the  Lord  commanded 
them  that  "whoso  should  possess  this  land  should 
possess  it  unto  the  Lord,  or  they  should  be  destroyed 
when  they  were  ripened  in  iniquity,  for  upon  them, 
sayeth  the  Lord,  I  will  pour  out  the  fullness  of  my 
wrath."  How  well  this  commandment  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  is  illustrated  in  the  fate  of  the  Jaredites.  To 
Lehi  and  his  colony  the  same  promise  and  warning 
were  given  with  the  same  ignominous  result. 

The  settlement  of  America  was  inspired.  God  in¬ 
deed  touched  the  hearts  of  Columbus,  of  our  Pilgrim 
fathers  and  the  men  who  framed  the  Constitution. 
His  divine  influence  has  been  felt  in  the  wars  that 
have  been  fought.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
is  an  inspired  document.  The  land  of  America  was 
thus  prepared  for  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel,  it  was 
choice  above  all  other  lands,  the  final  resting  place 
of  the  seed  of  Joseph.  In  America,  land  of  democracy, 
there  is  no  titled  nobility  and  despite  existing  economic 
conditions  it  is  indeed  a  country  of  multifarious  priv¬ 
ileges  and  possibilities.  No  king  shall  lead  us  into 
subjection  but  let  us  heed  well  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Ether: 

"For  behold  this  is  a  land  which  is  choice  above  all 
other  lands;  wherefore  he  that  doth  possess  it  shall 
serve  God  or  shall  be  swept  off;  for  it  is  the  ever¬ 
lasting  decree  of  God.  And  it  is  not  until  the  fulness 
of  iniquity  among  the  children  of  the  land,  that  they 
are  swept  off.  And  this  cometh  unto  thee,  oh  ye 
Gentiles,  that  ye  may  know  the  decrees  of  God  — 
that  ye  may  repent  and  not  continue  in  your  iniquities 


until  the  fulness  come,  that  ye  may  not  bring  down 
the  fulness  of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  you  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  land  have  heretofore  done." 


THE  LIAHONA 

By  DAVID  SPILSBURY,  Sail  Lake  Cily,  Utah. 

(79  Years  Old) 

The  Liahona  of  old  was  given  to  the  Nephites  to 

guide  them  to  the  Promised  Land. 

The  Liahona  as  we  now  have  it  is  a  Missionary 

Magazine  containing  good,  wholesome  reading  matter 
—  24  copies  for  a  dollar.  Please  read  the  title  on 
front  page.  It  goes  with  its  message  of  peace  and 

good-will  into  thousands  of  homes  in  the  United 

States  and  Europe.  I  take  it  with  me  to  Church,  to 
the  Tabernacle  and  to  the  Temple.  It  is  my  constant 
friend. 

My  parents  taught  me  to  read  good  books  and  I 
have  done  so  and  still  do. 

My  father  was  body  guard  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  He  spent  50  years  visiting  Sunday  Schools  and 
doing  other  Church  work,  traveling  over  30,000  miles 
by  horse  and  buggy  and  on  horseback.  He  lived  to 
be  96  years  old  and  before  his  death  he  said  to  me, 
"My  son,  I  want  you  to  be  humble  and  follow  the 
leaders  of  this  Church  and  you  will  never  go  astray." 


THE  GREATEST  GIFT  OF  ALL 
By  LELAND  L.  LOSEE,  Southern  States  Mission 

I  remember  as  a  little  child, 

At  the  close  of  every  day. 

My  mother  knelt  beside  me 
And  taught  me  how  to  pray. 

I'll  ne'er  forget  you  Mother, 

For  the  helpful  things  you've  done; 

For  through  that  one  great  lesson 
Many  battles  have  been  won. 

While  I've  been  away  from  home, 

The  lesson  that  I  learned 

Has  been  a  great  support  to  me, 

But  for  which  I  may  have  turned. 

I  have  a  feeling  inside  my  soul 
At  the  close  of  every  day; 

If  I'll  but  pray  and  trust  in  God, 

He'll  surely  light  the  way. 

Many  times  I've  been  in  doubt 
As  to  words  which  I  should  say ; 

But  all  my  doubts  would  disappear. 
When  silently  I  would  pray. 

Of  all  the  things  you  taught  me, 

As  I  grew  from  day  to  day; 

Of  greatest  worth  to  me  in  life, 

You  taught  me  how  to  pray. 


TO  MY  MOTHER 

By  IVAN  O.  JENSEN,  Canadian  Mission 

When  the  dew  has  come  from  heaven 
And  the  morning  breaks  anew, 

I  start  the  day  in  dreaming, 

Yes,  my  thoughts  go  out  to  you. 

My  heart  is  filled  with  beauty; 

That  only  faith  and  hope  can  give. 
It  is  my  thoughts  of  you,  my  Mother 
That  really  show  me  how  to  live. 

So  when  the  day  is  over 
And  all  the  toil  and  labor's  done, 

I  dream  of  you  again  my  Mother; 
Happiness  for  me  this  day  is  won. 


May  9.  1939 
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one  to  go  without  something  of  their  own  that  some¬ 
one  else  is  using.  That  is  not  right. 

To  live  the  simple  life  is  to  be  happy.  To  try 
lo  keep  up  with  the  Jones's  is  folly.  In  moderation 
there  is  dignity. 


LAND  OF  PROMISE 

By  JAMES  V.  BARBER,  Northern  Stales  Mission 

Any  nation  that  exalts  God  and  his  word  shall  win 
safely  and  protection.  It  shall  prosper  and  enjoy  all 
of  the  good  things  of  the  world.  God  has  promised 
his  people  that  he  would  fortify  this  land  against  all 
nations.  Yet  with  this  promise  comes  the  solemn  warn¬ 
ing  that  any  nation  that  debases  his  word,  and  becomes 
obdurate,  invites  disaster  and  forfeits  his  favor.  In  a 
revelation  given  to  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith,  at  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  1833,  God  clearly  presents  his  attitude 
towards  these  wayward  people:  "Mine  indignation 
is  soon  to  be  poured  out  without  measure  upon  all  na¬ 
tions;  and  this  will  I  do  when  the  cup  of  their  in¬ 
iquity  is  full." 

God  expects  of  every  man  a  dual  loyalty,  first  to 
his  God  and  then  to  his  country.  This  fact  is  clearly 
illustrated  by  the  action  of  the  Master  when  he  was 
asked  is  it  lawful  to  pay  tribute  to  Caesar.  Jesus 
perceiving  wickedness  called  for  a  coin  and  asked 
whose  superscription  was  thereon?  The  reply  was, 
Caesar's,  and  Jesus  answered,  "Render  therefore  unto 
Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar's  and  unto  God  those 
things  that  are  God's." 

The  Almighty  has  promised  unto  the  people  of  dif¬ 
ferent  dispensations,  land  for  their  inheritance.  Unto 
Abraham  and  his  posterity  was  given  the  Land  of 
Canaan  to  be  theirs  forever.  To  the  seed  of  Joseph 
was  given  America  to  be  a  land  of  promise,  in  the 
words  of  the  prophet  Nephi:  "and  behold  this  is  a 
land  of  your  inheritance  and  the  father  has  given  it 
unto  you." 

The  story  of  the  peoples  of  this  continent  has  indeed 
been  an  interesting  one  and  one  fraught  with  mean¬ 
ing.  Since  the  garden  of  Eden,  inhabitants  of  this 
land  have  prospered  as  long  as  they  have  obeyed  the 
commandments  of  the  father  but  as  soon  as  they  have 
turned  from  the  adjuration  of  the  Lord,  and  have  been 
led  away  by  the  astuteness  and  temerity  of  man  they 
have  been  destroyed.  The  Jaredite  people  during  the 
reign  of  Emer  prospered  but  the  Lord  commanded 
them  that  "whoso  should  possess  this  land  should 
possess  it  unto  the  Lord,  or  they  should  be  destroyed 
when  they  were  ripened  in  iniquity,  for  upon  them, 
sayelh  the  Lord,  I  will  pour  out  the  fullness  of  my 

wrath."  How  well  this  commandment  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  is  illustrated  in  the  fate  of  the  Jaredites.  To 
Lehi  and  his  colony  the  same  promise  and  warning 
were  given  with  the  same  ignominous  result. 

The  settlement  of  America  was  inspired.  God  in¬ 

deed  touched  the  hearts  of  Columbus,  of  our  Pilgrim 
fathers  and  the  men  who  framed  the  Constitution. 
His  divine  influence  has  been  felt  in  the  wars  that 
have  been  fought.  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
is  an  inspired  document.  The  land  of  America  was 
thus  prepared  for  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel,  it  was 
choice  above  all  other  lands,  the  final  resting  place 
of  the  seed  of  Joseph.  In  America,  land  of  democracy, 
there  is  no  titled  nobility  and  despite  existing  economic 
conditions  it  is  indeed  a  country  of  multifarious  priv¬ 
ileges  and  possibilities.  No  king  shall  lead  us  into 

subjection  but  let  us  heed  well  the  words  of  the 

prophet  Ether: 

"For  behold  this  is  a  land  which  is  choice  above  all 
other  lands;  wherefore  he  that  doth  possess  it  shall 
serve  God  or  shall  be  swept  off;  for  it  is  the  ever¬ 
lasting  decree  of  God.  And  it  is  not  until  the  fulness 
of  iniquity  among  the  children  of  the  land,  that  they 
are  swept  off.  And  this  cometh  unto  thee,  oh  ye 
Gentiles,  that  ye  may  know  the  decrees  of  God  — 
that  ye  may  repent  and  not  continue  in  your  iniquities 


until  the  fulness  come,  that  ye  may  not  bring  down 
the  fulness  of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  you  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  land  have  heretofore  done." 


THE  LIAHONA 

By  DAVID  SPILSBURY,  Sail  Lake  City,  Utah. 

(79  Years  Old) 

The  Liahona  of  old  was  given  to  the  Nephites  to 

guide  them  to  the  Promised  Land. 

The  Liahona  as  we  now  have  it  is  a  Missionary 

Magazine  containing  good,  wholesome  reading  matter 
—  24  copies  for  a  dollar.  Please  read  the  title  on 
front  page.  It  goes  with  its  message  of  peace  and 

good-will  into  thousands  of  homes  in  the  United 

States  and  Europe.  I  take  it  with  me  to  Church,  to 
the  Tabernacle  and  to  the  Temple.  It  is  my  constant 
friend. 

My  parents  taught  me  to  read  good  books  and  I 
have  done  so  and  still  do. 

My  father  was  body  guard  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  He  spent  50  years  visiting  Sunday  Schools  and 
doing  other  Church  work,  traveling  over  30,000  miles 
by  horse  and  buggy  and  on  horseback.  He  lived  to 
be  96  years  old  and  before  his  death  he  said  to  me, 
"My  son,  I  want  you  to  be  humble  and  follow  the 
leaders  of  this  Church  and  you  will  never  go  astray." 


THE  GREATEST  GIFT  OF  ALL 
By  LELAND  L.  LOSEE,  Southern  States  Mission 

I  remember  as  a  little  child, 

At  the  close  of  every  day, 

My  mother  knelt  beside  me 
And  taught  me  how  to  pray. 

I'll  ne'er  forget  you  Mother, 

For  the  helpful  things  you've  done; 

For  through  that  one  great  lesson 
Many  battles  have  been  won. 

While  I've  been  away  from  home, 

The  lesson  that  I  learned 
Has  been  a  great  support  to  me, 

But  for  which  I  may  have  turned. 

I  have  a  feeling  inside  my  soul 
At  the  close  of  every  day ; 

If  I'll  but  pray  and  trust  in  God, 

He'll  surely  light  the  way. 

Many  times  I've  been  in  doubt 
As  lo  words  which  I  should  say; 

But  all  my  doubts  would  disappear, 
When  silently  I  would  pray. 

Of  all  the  things  you  taught  me, 

As  I  grew  from  day  to  day; 

Of  greatest  worth  to  me  in  life, 

You  taught  me  how  lo  pray. 


TO  MY  MOTHER 

By  IVAN  O.  JENSEN,  Canadian  Mission 

When  the  dew  has  come  from  heaven 
And  the  morning  breaks  anew, 

I  start  the  day  in  dreaming, 

Yes,  my  thoughts  go  out  to  you. 

My  heart  is  filled  with  beauty; 

That  only  faith  and  hope  can  give. 

It  is  my  thoughts  of  you,  my  Mother 
That  really  show  me  how  to  live. 

So  when  the  day  is  over 

And  all  the  toil  and  labor's  done, 

I  dream  of  you  again  my  Mother; 
Happiness  for  me  this  day  is  won. 


The  Twelve  Whom  Jesus  Called 


BARTHOLOMEW— NATHANAEL 

THE  THREE  synoptic  Gospels  give  Bartholomew  sixth  place  among  the  Apostles 
of  the  Lord,  and  he  is  named  as  one  of  the  group  in  the  first  chapter  of  The 
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  In  neither  of  these  books  does  the  name  Nathanael 
appear. 

In  his  opening  chapter  St.  John  tells  us  of  Philip's  finding  Nathanael  and 
bringing  him  to  the  Master.  In  the  21st  chapter  of  John  Nathanael  is  listed  as 
one  of  the  seven  participating  in  the  miraculous  draught  of  fishes  and  the  com¬ 
munion  with  the  risen  Lord  on  the  lakeshore.  But  nowhere  does  John  give  us 
the  name  of  Bartholomew.  Most  scholars  are  agreed  that  the  two  names  designate 
but  one  man  as  disciple  and  Apostle  of  Jesus.  As  with  many  of  the  other  Apostles, 
little  is  known  of  the  life  of  Bartholomew  or  Nathanael.  Of  interest  however  is 
the  account  of  his  introduction  to  Jesus.  We  quote  from  St.  John: 

"Philip  findeth  Nathanael,  and  saith  unto  him,  We  have  found  him,  of  whom 
Moses  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  son  of  Joseph. 

"And  Nathanael  said  unto  him,  Can  there  any  good  thing  come  out  of  * 
Nazareth?  Philip  saith  unto  him,  Come  and  see. 

"Jesus  saw  Nathanael  coming  to  him,  and  saith  of  him,  Behold  an  Israelite 
indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile! 

"Nathanael  saith  unto  him,  Whence  knowest  thou  me?  Jesus  answered  and 
said  unto  him,  Before  that  Philip  called  thee,  when  thou  wast  under  the  fig  tree, 

I  saw  thee. 

"Nathanael  answered  and  saith  unto  him,  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God, 
thou  art  the  King  of  Israel." 


THOMAS 

Thomas  is  also  known  as  Didymus,  the  Greek  equivalent  of  the  Hebrew  name 
and  meaning  "a  twin."  With  Thomas  is  often  associated  the  attribute  of  in¬ 
credulity.  The  synoptic  Gospels  make  no  mention  of  him  other  than  giving  him 
place  among  the  Twelve.  In  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  we  find  in  Thomas  the 
qualities  of  love,  loyalty  and  devotion.  When  the  Master  would  go  to  Bethany 
to  see  and  raise  Lazarus,  He  was  warned  by  the  disciples  of  the  enmity  and  per¬ 
secution  He  was  sure  to  meet.  When,  however,  He  expressed  a  determination  to 
go,  Thomas  said,  "Lei  us  all  go  that  we  may  die  with  him." 

It  would  seem  that  it  was  difficult  for  Thomas  to  see  beyond  the  tangible 
elements  of  his  environment.  Many  men  are  so.  Their  spiritual  vision  is  only 
co-extensive  with  their  senses  of  sight  and  touch.  Thomas  could  not  comprehend 
the  significance  of  Christ's  life  and  sacrifice.  The  night  just  before  the  Crucifixion 
when  Jesus  said  He  must  leave  His  disciples,  Thomas  said,  in  bewilderment  it 
would  seem,  "Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou  goes!,  and  how  can  we  know  the 
way?"  Then  comes  the  meaningful  words  of  the  Master,  "I  am  the  way,  the 
truth  and  the  life,  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 

When  Thomas  was  told  of  the  appearing  of  the  risen  Lord  to  the  Apostles 
when  he  was  not  with  them,  he  stoutly  affirmed  he  would  not  believe  until  he 
had  positive,  tangible  proof  by  physical  touch.  Being  with  the  Apostles  eight 
days  later  when  the  Savior  made  His  second  visit  the  Lord  bade  him  be  con¬ 
vinced  in  his  own  way.  With  such  proof  before  him  as  he  could  best  under¬ 
stand  Thomas  adoringly  exclaimed,  "My  Lord,  and  my  God!"  Then  came  the 
gentle  reproof  that  all  "Thomases"  might  well  ponder:  "Thomas,  because  thou  hast 
seen  me,  thou  hast  believed,  blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have 
believed." 


A  Witness  that  the  Everlasting  Gospel  has  been  Restored  to  the  Earth;  that  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  possesses  the  Authority,  Gifts  and 
Blessings  enjoyed  by  the  Primitive  Church 
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"And  now,  after  Ihe  many 
testimonies  which  have  been 
given  of  Him,  this  is  the  testi¬ 
mony,  last  of  all,  which  we 
give  of  Him :  That  He  lives ! 

"For  we  saw  Him,  even  on 
the  right  hand  of  God,  and 
we  heard  the  voice  bearing 
record  that  He  is  the  Only 
Begotten  of  the  Father." —  Doc. 
&  Cov.  76:22,  23. 


★ 


★ 


Other  great  religious  leaders 
of  the  world  have  taught  virtue 
and  temperance,  self-mastery 
and  service,  obedience  to 
righteousness  and  duty,  some 
have  taught  a  belief  in  one 
Supreme  Ruler  and  in  a  here¬ 
after,  but  only  Christ  broke 
the  seal  of  the  grave  and  re¬ 
vealed  death  as  the  door  to 
immortality  and  eternal  life. 


★ 


''Ye  seek  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  which  was  crucified/  He  is  risen/ 

He  is  not  here:  behold  the  place  where  they  laid  Him."  Mark  16:6. 

HUS  wrote  Mark  concerning  the  greatest  event  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
Throughout  the  Christian  world  today  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
being  celebrated.  Perhaps  never  before  was  there  a  greater  occasion  or  need 
for  the  world  to  consider  and  to  apply  the  teachings  of  the  Lord  and  Master, 
Jesus  Christ. 

Declarations  recently  made  by  one  or  two  rulers  of  nations  indicate 
the  unrest,  political  upheavals,  the  tendency  to  barbarism,  in  which  “might 
makes  right/'  These  things  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  life  and  teachings  of  Him 
whose  resurrection  from  the  grave  is  being  celebrated  today. 
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One  man  recently  said: 

We  must  arm.  The  watchword  is  this: 
More  cannons,  more  ships,  more  airplanes,  at 
whatever  cost,  with  whatever  means,  even  if 
it  should  mean  wiping  out  all  that  is  called 
civil  life. 

When  one  is  strong  one  is  dear  to  one’s 
friends,  and  feared  by  one’s  enemies.  Since 
prehistoric  times  the  shout  has  come  down  on 
the  wave  of  centuries  and  the  series  of  gen¬ 
erations,  “Wo  to  the  weak.” 

Sharply  Drawn  Line 

Only  twenty-five  years  ago  such  mad 
doctrine  cost  the  lives  of  nine  million  men. 
Commenting  upon  that  holocaust  a  re¬ 
cent  writer  says: 

Why  in  the  name  of  reason  and  sweet 
mercy,  had  this  iniquitous  bedlam  come  to 
pass? 

And  then  he  answers: 

The  question  is  not  new,  yet  it  struck  at 
me  with  fresh  relentless  force,  and  across  my 
mind  flashed  the  endless  explanation  advanced 
by  human  ingenuity,  the  talk  of  economic 
stress,  of  boom  and  slump,  of  unemployment 
and  the  rest;  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  nations; 
the  need  for  colonies;  the  survival  of  the 
fittest;  the  whole  bag  of  tricks.  How  fatuous, 
how  futile  they  all  seemed!  For  it  was  clear, 
acutely  clear.  There  was  only  one  reason,  one 
basic  explanation:  MAN  HAD  FORGOTTEN 
GOD!  Millions  now  living  were  blind  and 
deaf — dead  indeed  to  the  knowledge  of  their 
Creator.  For  countless  human  souls  that  name 
was  nothing  but  a  myth.  For  others,  an  in¬ 
herited  tradition  to  which  lip  service  must 
be  paid.  For  others  a  convenient  oath.  For 
others  bland  hypocrisy. 

And  so  I  say  today  the  line  is  sharply 
drawn  between  the  teachings  of  Christ  to 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  might, 
mind,  and  strength,  and  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself,  and  the  proclamations  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  autocrats,  who  with  radical  disre¬ 
spect  for  men,  and  the  human  .ideals  of 
justice,  liberty,  equality  and  fraternity, 

4 ‘relegate  to  the  limbo  of  old  superstitions, 
God,  the  soul,  and  moral  law." 

To  all  who  accept  Christ  as  the  Risen 
Lord,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
error  of  the  doctrine  that  "Might  makes 
Right,"  that  all  who  are  weak  must  yield 
to  those  who  are  strong,  or  that  any  man 
possessing  either  political  or  financial 
power  has  the  right  to  use  human  beings 
as  mere  things  or  chattels  to  be  disposed 
of  as  any  other  pieces  of  property. 

Proof  Of  Resurrection 

So  let  us  ask  ourselves,  and  ask  sincere¬ 
ly,  is  it  a  fact  that  the  crucified  Jesus  did 


appear  after  His  death,  as  a  resurrected 
being?  Accept  this  as  an  actuality  and 
you  have  at  least  presumptive  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  His  teachings  regarding  the 
sacredness  of  the  individual  as  a  child  of 
God. 

That  the  literal  resurrection  from  the 
grave  was  a  reality  to  the  disciples,  who 
knew  Christ  intimately,  is  a  certainty.  In 
their  minds  there  was  absolutely  no  doubt. 
They  were  witnesses  of  the  fact.  They 
knew  because  their  eyes  beheld,  their  ears 
heard,  their  hands  felt  the  corporeal  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  risen  Redeemer.  Of  the  value 
and  significance  of  such  nearness  and  in¬ 
timacy  Beverly  Nichols,  author  of  The 
Fool  Hath  Said,  writes: 

The  authors  of  the  epistles  were  within 
hailing  distance,  historically,  of  Christ;  at 
any  rate,  when  their  ideas,  which  they  after¬ 
wards  transmitted  to  paper,  were  formed,  the 
winds  had  hardly  had  time  to  efface  the  sacred 
print  of  His  steps  in  the  sands  over  which  He 
walked.  The  rain  had  hardly  had  time  to 
wash  away,  with  its  callous  tears,  the  blood 
from  the  rotting  wood  of  the  deserted  cross. 

Yet  these  men  knew — I  can’t  go  on  using 
the  word  “believe”  which  is  far  too  vapid 
and  colorless — that  God  had  descended  to  earth 
in  the  shape  of  a  certain  man,  that  this  man 
had  met  an  obscene  and  clownish  death,  and 
that  the  grotesque  mode  of  His  dying  had 
redeemed  mankind  from  sin.  They  knew, 
moreover,  that  He  had  risen  from  the  dead 
on  the  third  day  and  ascended  into  heaven. 

Nearness  to  the  event  gives  increased 
value  to  the  evidence  given  by  the  Apostles. 
A  deeper  value  of  their  testimony  lies  in 
the  fact  that  with  Jesus’  death  the  Apos¬ 
tles  were  stricken  with  discouragement  and 
gloom.  For  two  and  a  half  years  they 
had  been  upheld  and  inspired  by  Christ’s 
presence.  But  now  He  was  gone.  They 
were  left  alone,  and  they  seemed  confused 
and  helpless.  Only  John  stood  by  the 
cross.  Not  with  timidity,  not  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  doubt,  and  gloom,  and  discourage¬ 
ment  is  a  skeptical  world  made  to  believe. 
Such  wavering,  despairing  minds  as  the 
Apostles  possessed  on  the  day  of  the 
crucifixion  could  never  have  stirred  peo¬ 
ple  to  accept  an  unpopular  belief,  and  to 
die  martyrs  to  the  cause. 

What  Made  Change? 

What  was  it  that  suddenly  changed  these 
disciples  to  confident,  fearless,  heroic  preach¬ 
ers  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  It  was 
the  revelation  that  Christ  had  risen  from 
the  grave.  His  promises  had  been  kept,  His 
Messianic  mission  fulfilled. 

On  this  point  Spurgeon  says: 
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On  the  evidence  of  these  unprejudiced,  un¬ 
expectant,  incredulous  witnesses,  faith  in  the 
resurrection  has  its  impregnable  foundation. 

I  urge  the  youth  of  the  Church,  stu¬ 
dents  particularly,  carefully  to  consider 
the  testimony  of  these  eye  witnesses,  whose 
honesty  is  not  questioned  even  by  skepti¬ 
cal  criticism. 

Mark  and  Luke  Testify 

The  first  of  these  to  record  his  testi¬ 
mony  is  the  one  from  whom  I  quoted  in 
the  text — Mark — who  undoubtedly  was 
in  the  presence  of  the  Savior  when  Mark 
was  a  boy  in  his  teens.  We  have  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  Mark  joined  the  church  while 
the  Savior  was  on  the  earth.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  the  Savior  was  in  Mark's  home. 
Mark  was  probably  the  youth  who  rushed 
into  the  garden  of  Gethsemane  and  warned 
Jesus  that  the  soldiers  were  coming.  At 
any  rate  we  are  justified  in  assuming  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  Master. 

Mark  does  not  himself  recount  any  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  risen  Lord;  but  he  testi¬ 
fies  that  the  angel  at  the  tomb  announced 
the  resurrection,  and  promised  that  the 
Lord  would  meet  His  disciples.  From 
Mark  we  hear  the  glorious  proclamation 
of  the  first  empty  tomb  in  all  the  world. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  man 
the  words  “Here  lies’’  were  supplanted  by 
the  divine  message  “He  is  risen.”  No  one 
can  doubt  that  Mark  was  convinced 
in  his  soul  of  the  reality  of  the  empty 
tomb.  To  him  the  resurrection  was  not 
questionable — it  was  real;  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  his  Lord  and  Master  among 
men  was  a  fact  established  in  his  mind 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  To  the 
proclaiming  of  this  truth  he  devoted  his 
life,  and  if  tradition  can  be  relied  upon, 
he  sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood. 

Another  who  records  the  testimony  of 
eye  witnesses  was  Luke,  a  Gentile,  or,  as 
some  think,  a  proselyte  of  Antioch  in 
Syria,  where  he  followed  the  profession  of 
physician.  (Col.  4:14).  Even  some  of 
his  most  severe  modern  critcs  have  placed 
him  in  the  first  rank  of  an  historian,  and 
his  personal  contact  with  early  apostles 
makes  his  statements  of  inestimable  value. 

What  he  wrote  was  the  result  of  per¬ 
sonal  inquiry  and  investigation,  and  was 
drawn  from  all  available  sources.  Partic¬ 
ularly  he  interviewed  and  recorded  the  dec¬ 
larations  of  those  “who  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  were  eye  witnesses  and  ministers  of 
the  Word.”  He  avers  that  he  “accurately 


traced  all  things  from  the  very  first,”  so 
that  he  might  “write  them  in  order.”  This 
means  that  Luke  obtained  the  testimony 
of  these  “eye  witnesses”  directly  from 
themselves  and  not  from  previous  narra¬ 
tives. 

According  to  all  trustworthy  testimony, 
we  have  the  Gospel  of  Luke  as  it  came 
from  his  hand.  In  chapter  24,  Luke  tes¬ 
tifies  to  the  divine  message: 

Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the  dead? 
He  is  not  here,  but  is  risen. 

With  equal  assurance  as  to  their  accur¬ 
acy  we  can  accept  his  statements  and  wit¬ 
ness  in  regard  to  Peter’s  and  Paul’s,  and 
other  apostles’  testimony  regarding  the  res¬ 
urrection. 

To  whom  also  Christ  showed  Himself  alive 
after  His  passion  by  many  infallible  proofs, 
being  seen  of  them  forty  days,  and  speaking 
of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

Who  can  doubt  Luke’s  absolute  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  reality  of  the  resurrection? 

It  is  true  that  neither  Mark  nor  Luke 
testifies  to  having  personally  seen  the  risen 
Lord,  and,  therefore,  some  urge  that  their 
recorded  testimonies  cannot  be  taken  as 
first  hand  evidence.  That  they  do  not  so 
testify,  and  yet  were  convinced  that  others 
did  see  Him,  shows  how  incontrovertible 
was  the  evidence  among  the  apostles  and 
other  disciples  that  the  resurrection  was  a 
reality. 

Paul's  Testimonu 

Fortunately,  however,  there  is  a  docu¬ 
ment  which  does  give  the  personal  testi¬ 
mony  of  an  eye  witness  to  an  appearance 
of  Jesus  after  His  death  and  burial.  This 
personal  witness  also  corroborates  the  tes¬ 
timony  not  only'  of  the  two  men  whom  I 
have  quoted  but  of  others  also.  I  refer 
to  Saul,  a  Jew  of  Tarsus,  educated  at  the 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  a  strict  Pharisee,  and  be¬ 
fore  his  conversion  a  bitter  persecutor  of 
all  who  believed  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as 
having  risen  from  the  dead. 

And  now  in  the  oldest  authentic  docu¬ 
ment  in  existence  relating  or  testifying  to 
the  resurrection  of  Christ,  we  find  Paul 
saying  this  to  the  Corinthians: 

For  I  delivered  unto  you  first  of  all  that 
which  I  also  received,  how  that  Christ  died 
for  our  sins  according  to  the  scriptures  and 
that  He  was  buried,  and  that  He  rose  again 
the  third  day  according  to  the  scriptures;  and 
that  He  was  seen  of  Cephas,  then  of  the 
Twelve.  After  that  He  was  seen  of  above 
five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  of  whom  the 
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greater  part  remain  unto  this  present,  but 
some  are  fallen  asleep.  After  that  He  was 
seen  of  James;  then  of  all  the  apostles.  And 
last  of  all  He  was  seen  of  me  also,  as  of  one 
born  out  of  due  time  who  am  least  worthy  to 
be  called  an  apostle  because  I  persecuted  the 
Saints  of  God. 

In  addition  to  the  ancient  apostles  we 
have  the  testimony  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  who  gives  in  an  unequivocal  de¬ 
scription  the  following  stirring  testimony 
in  relation  to  his  first  vision: 

There  was  a  light,  and  in  that  light  I  saw 
two  personages  standing  above  me  in  the  air. 
One  of  them  spake  unto  me,  calling  me  by 
name,  and  said,  pointing  to  the  other:  This 
is  My  beloved  Son,  hear  Him. 

Later,  as  President  Grant  quoted  in  his 
opening  address  of  this  Conference,  the 
Prophet  gives  added  evidence  as  follows: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which 
have  been  given  of  Him,  this  is  the  testimony 
last  of  all,  which  we  give  of  Him:  That  He 
lives! 

For  we  saw  Him,  even  on  the  right  hand 
of  God;  and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  rec¬ 
ord  that  He  is  the  Only  Begotten  of  the 
Father. 

*  *  * 

That  He  came  into  the  world,  even  Jesus, 
to  be  crucified  for  the  world,  and  to  bear  the 
sins  of  the  world,  and  to  sanctify  the  world, 
and  to  cleanse  it  from  all  unrighteousness; 
....  that  through  Him  all  might  be  saved 
whom  the  Father  had  put  into  His  power 
and  made  by  Him. 

Accepts  Literal  Resurrection 

Thus  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  stands  with  Peter,  with 
Paul,  and  with  James,  and  with  all  the 
other  apostles  in  accepting  the  resurrection 
not  only  as  being  literally  true  but  as  the 
consummation  of  Christ's  divine  mission 
on  earth.  Other  great  religious  leaders 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  since  his¬ 
tory  began  have  taught  virtue  and  temper¬ 
ance,  self-mastery  and  service,  obedience  to 
righteousness  and  duty.  Some  have  taught 
a  belief  in  one  supreme  ruler  and  in  a  here¬ 
after,  but  only  Christ  broke  the  seal  of  the 
grave  and  revealed  death  as  the  door  to 
immortality  and  eternal  life. 

If  Christ  lived  after  death,  so  shall  men, 
each  one  taking  that  place  in  the  next 
world  for  which  he  is  best  fitted.  Since 
love  is  as  eternal  as  life,  the  message  of 
the  resurrection  is  the  most  comforting, 
the  most  glorious  ever  given  to  man;  for 
when  death  takes  a  loved  one  from  us,  we 
(Concluded  on  page  561) 


THE  PATH  OF  LIFE 

By  MARVIN  J.  ASHTON,  Associate  Editor  of 
Millennial  Star 

“Master,  which  is  the  great  command¬ 
ment  in  the  law?  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  rhy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind." 

The  Master  had  silenced  the  scrupulous 
Sadducees  who  had  gathered  about  to  trap 
Him  in  the  law  and  have  Him  fall  in  error. 
To  every  question  came  an  unchallenged 
answer.  Thus  they  fell  back,  away  from 
the  mighty  Teacher,  still  unbelieving,  yet 
amazed  with  His  doctrine.  When  the 
Pharisees  heard  of  the  unsuccessfulness  of 
the  Sadducees  they  thought  they  would 
have  their  try  at  putting  Him  in  confusion 
and  error.  Thus  they  gathered  about 
Him  with  their  schooled  men  leading  the 
attack.  A  learned  lawyer,  thinking  he  had 
a  question  that  would  prove  a  stumbling 
block  and  catch  the  Teacher  off  guard, 
asked.  “Master,  which  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  in  the  law?" 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  not  only 
the  Pharisees  were  given  true  wisdom,  but 
the  whole  world  was  presented  with  an 
essential  commandment  for  peace  and  con¬ 
tinued  happiness.  “And  the  second  is 
like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  On  these  two  commandments 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

Love  is  the  first  commandment,  and 
still  another  love  is  the  second.  Love,  pure 
and  simple,  holds  first  place  in  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord.  How  often  do 
we  stop  to  realize  this? 

Love  should  be  the  motivating  force  be¬ 
hind  every  act  man  makes.  It  is  man's 
guide,  inspiration  and  hope.  It  is  the 
principle  upon  which  lasting  happiness 
must  be  built.  It  fulfills  the  laws  and 
encompasses  all  other  commandments.  “All 
the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in 
this;  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself." 

Any  person  seeking  to  pattern  his  life 
after  that  of  the  Savior  must  first  of  all 
observe  the  tremendously  important  part 
love  played  in  His  life.  It  is  difficult  to 
point  out  specific  incidents  in  the  life  of 
Christ  which  are  outstanding  over  others, 
because  of  the  love  that  was  evidenced. 
Every  act  and  every  deed  of  His  was  so 
saturated  with  perfect  love  and  so  natural 
that  to  point  out  examples  of  His  love  one 
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lives  as  will  approach  that  of  the  Master 
and  finally  to  reach  what,  in  their  common 
view  is  heaven.  All  having  equal  foot¬ 
ing  as  to  authorization,  why  should  they 
not  pool  their  interest  and  unite  their 
strength  in  their  common  cause  for  more 
efficient  and  effective  service? 

Then  why  should  not  the  Mormon 
Church  join  in  such  a  movement.  Because 
the  so-called  Mormon  Church  is  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  Church 
can  make  no  compromise  with  error.  It 
was  founded  by  and  rests  upon  Divine 
revelation.  The  Lord  Himself  has  said 
it  is,  "the  only  true  and  living  church 
upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  with 
which,  I  the  Lord,  am  well  pleased,  speak¬ 
ing  unto  the  church  collectively  and  not 
individually."  Of  all  the  sects  extant 
upon  the  earth  at  the  time  of  the  great  in¬ 
augural  vision  the  same  High  Authority 
said  "they  were  all  wrong." 

Let  not  the  Christian  world  misunder¬ 
stand.  Nowhere  does  the  Lord  say  that 
all  the  people  are  evil.  It  is  their  creeds 
and  organizations  that  are  unfortunately 
not  of  His  making  and  not  such  that  He 
can  recognize.  It  was  because  of  His 


desire  to  help  and  save  the  millions  of 
His  worthy  sons  and  daughters  in  the 
various  churches  that  He  saw  fit  to  again 
reveal  the  light,  restore  the  Priesthood  and 
organize  His  Church  upon  the  earth.  His 
Church  as  such  could  not,  even  in  the 
interest  of  unity,  give  and  take  with  or¬ 
ganizations  of  purely  human  origin.  It 
tried  that  once  when  in  its  waning,  vapid 
state  more  than  1600  years  ago  and  ere¬ 
long  the  vaulted  sky  closed  over  its  re¬ 
mains. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  embraces  all 
truth  whether  found  in  the  doctrines  of 
Catholicism,  Protestantism  or  outside  the 
field  of  so-called  Christian  teaching.  But 
between  the  philosophies  of  men  and  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel  with  authority 
to  administer  them  in  God’s  name,  there 
is  a  vast  difference.  Had  the  keys  of  that 
authority  been  on  the  earth,  among  other 
churches,  heavenly  beings  would  not  have 
come  to  earth  to  restore  them  in  our  day. 

Latter-day  Saints  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  "they  all  may  be  one"  through 
acceptance  of  the  true  plan  of  salvation  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Divine  authority  and  with 
Divine  approval.  E.L-M. 


PRES.  McKAY -CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

(Concluded  from  page  556) 
can  look  with  assurance  into  the  open 
grave  and  say,  "He  is  not  here,"  and  "He 
will  rise  again." 

Resurrection  and  Spring  are  happily  as¬ 
sociated,  not  that  there  is  anything  in  na¬ 
ture  exactly  analogous  to  the  resurrection, 
but  there  is  so  much  which  suggests  the 
awakening  thought.  Like  the  stillness  of 
death  Old  Winter  has  held  all  vegetable  life 
in  his  grasp,  but  as  Spring  approaches  the 
tender  life-giving  power  of  heat  and  light 
compels  him  to  relinguish  his  grip,  and 
what  seems  to  have  been  dead  comes  forth 
in  newness  of  life,  refreshed,  invigorated, 
strengthened  after  a  peaceful  sleep. 

So  it  is  with  man.  What  we  call  death 
Jesus  referred  to  as  sleep.  "Lazarus  sleeps," 
He  said  to  His  disciples.  "The  damsel 
sleepeth,"  were  His  comforting  words  to 
the  bereaved  and  sorrowing  parents  of  a 
little  girl.  Indeed,  to  the  Savior  of  the 
world  there  is  no  such  thing  as  death — 
only  life — eternal  life.  Truly  He  could 
say, 

I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life.  He 
that  believeth  in  Me  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live. 


With  this  assurance,  obedience  to  eter¬ 
nal  law  should  be  a  joy,  not  a  burden,  for 
life  is  joy,  life  is  love.  It  is  disobedience 
that  brings  death.  Obedience  to  Christ 
and  His  laws  brings  life. 

May  each  recurring  Easter  emphasize 
this  truth,  and  fill  our  souls  with  the  di¬ 
vine  assurance  that  Christ  is  truly  risen, 
and  through  Him  man’s  immortality  se¬ 
cured,  and  may  the  day  soon  dawn  upon 
the  world  when  the  manifestations  of  brute 
force  and  the  false  ideal  that  might  makes 
right  be  supplanted  by  the  charitable, 
peace-loving  spirit  of  the  Risen  Lord!  I 
humbly  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 


Justice  is  as  strictly  due  between  neigh¬ 
bor  nations  as  between  neighbor  citizens. 
A  highwayman  is  as  much  a  robber  when 
he  plunders  in  a  gang,  as  when  single;  and 
a  nation  that  makes  an  unjust  war  is  only 
a  great  gang. — Franklin . 

The  lives  of  truest  heroism  are  those  in 
which  there  are  no  great  deeds  to  look 
back  upon.  It  is  the  little  things  well 
done  that  go  to  make  up  a  successful  and 
truly  good  life. — Theodore  Roosevelt. 
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greater  part  remain  unto  this  present,  but 
some  are  fallen  asleep.  After  that  He  was 
seen  of  James;  then  of  all  the  apostles.  And 
last  of  all  He  was  seen  of  me  also,  as  of  one 
born  out  of  due  time  who  am  least  worthy  to 
be  called  an  apostle  because  I  persecuted  the 
Saints  of  God. 

In  addition  to  the  ancient  apostles  we 
have  the  testimony  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  who  gives  in  an  unequivocal  de¬ 
scription  the  following  stirring  testimony 
in  relation  to  his  first  vision: 

There  was  a  light,  and  in  that  light  I  saw 
two  personages  standing  above  me  in  the  air. 
One  of  them  spake  unto  me,  calling  me  by 
name,  and  said,  pointing  to  the  other:  This 
is  My  beloved  Son,  hear  Him. 

Later,  as  President  Grant  quoted  in  his 
opening  address  of  this  Conference,  the 
Prophet  gives  added  evidence  as  follows: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which 
have  been  given  of  Him,  this  is  the  testimony 
last  of  all,  which  we  give  of  Him:  That  He 
lives! 

For  we  saw  Him,  even  on  the  right  hand 
of  God;  and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  rec¬ 
ord  that  He  is  the  Only  Begotten  of  the 
Father. 

*  *  * 

That  He  came  into  the  world,  even  Jesus, 
to  be  crucified  for  the  world,  and  to  bear  the 
sins  of  the  world,  and  to  sanctify  the  world, 
and  to  cleanse  it  from  all  unrighteousness; 
....  that  through  Him  all  might  be  saved 
whom  the  Father  had  put  into  His  power 
and  made  by  Him. 

Accepts  Literal  Resurrection 

Thus  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  stands  with  Peter,  with 
Paul,  and  with  James,  and  with  all  the 
other  apostles  in  accepting  the  resurrection 
not  only  as  being  literally  true  but  as  the 
consummation  of  Christ's  divine  mission 
on  earth.  Other  great  religious  leaders 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  since  his¬ 
tory  began  have  taught  virtue  and  temper¬ 
ance,  self-mastery  and  service,  obedience  to 
righteousness  and  duty.  Some  have  taught 
a  belief  in  one  supreme  ruler  and  in  a  here¬ 
after,  but  only  Christ  broke  the  seal  of  the 
grave  and  revealed  death  as  the  door  to 
immortality  and  eternal  life. 

If  Christ  lived  after  death,  so  shall  men, 
each  one  taking  that  place  in  the  next 
world  for  which  he  is  best  fitted.  Since 
love  is  as  eternal  as  life,  the  message  of 
the  resurrection  is  the  most  comforting, 
the  most  glorious  ever  given  to  man;  for 
when  death  takes  a  loved  one  from  us,  we 
(Concluded  on  page  561) 


THE  PATH  OF  LIFE 

By  MARVIN  J.  ASHTON,  Associate  Editor  of 
Millennial  Star 

“Master,  which  is  the  great  command¬ 
ment  in  the  law?  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  rhy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind." 

The  Master  had  silenced  the  scrupulous 
Sadducees  who  had  gathered  about  to  trap 
Him  in  the  law  and  have  Him  fall  in  error. 
To  every  question  came  an  unchallenged 
answer.  Thus  they  fell  back,  away  from 
the  mighty  Teacher,  still  unbelieving,  yet 
amazed  with  His  doctrine.  When  the 
Pharisees  heard  of  the  unsuccessfulness  of 
the  Sadducees  they  thought  they  would 
have  their  try  at  putting  Him  in  confusion 
and  error.  Thus  they  gathered  about 
Him  with  their  schooled  men  leading  the 
attack.  A  learned  lawyer,  thinking  he  had 
a  question  that  would  prove  a  stumbling 
block  and  catch  the  Teacher  off  guard, 
asked.  “Master,  which  is  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  in  the  law?" 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  not  only 
the  Pharisees  were  given  true  wisdom,  but 
the  whole  world  was  presented  with  an 
essential  commandment  for  peace  and  con¬ 
tinued  happiness.  “And  the  second  is 
like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself.  On  these  two  commandments 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

Love  is  the  first  commandment,  and 
still  another  love  is  the  second.  Love,  pure 
and  simple,  holds  first  place  in  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord.  How  often  do 
we  stop  to  realize  this? 

Love  should  be  the  motivating  force  be¬ 
hind  every  act  man  makes.  It  is  man's 
guide,  inspiration  and  hope.  It  is  the 
principle  upon  which  lasting  happiness 
must  be  built.  It  fulfills  the  laws  and 
encompasses  all  other  commandments.  “All 
the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in 
this;  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself." 

Any  person  seeking  to  pattern  his  life 
after  that  of  the  Savior  must  first  of  all 
observe  the  tremendously  important  part 
love  played  in  His  life.  It  is  difficult  to 
point  out  specific  incidents  in  the  life  of 
Christ  which  are  outstanding  over  others, 
because  of  the  love  that  was  evidenced. 
Every  act  and  every  deed  of  His  was  so 
saturated  with  perfect  love  and  so  natural 
that  to  point  out  examples  of  His  love  one 
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but  needs  to  point  to  His  life — a  perfect 
life  of  perfect  love. 

A  man  or  woman  can  tell  definitely 
whether  or  not  they  are  in  the  path  of 
life,  according  to  President  Brigham 
Young,  by  the  spirit  of  love  they  possess. 
"It  should  be  satisfactory  evidence  that 
you  are  in  the  path  of  life,  if  you  love 
God  and  your  brethren  with  all  your 
hearts."  In  other  words,  mankind  has  a 
test  by  which  he  can  determine  the  course 
he  is  following — the  extent  to  which  a 
man  lives  a  life  of  love,  to  that  same  de¬ 
gree  is  he  following  life’s  proper  path. 
The  greater  the  love,  the  happier  the  life. 
Men  that  know  love,  know  life. 

Men’s  devotion  to  each  other  should  be 
so  great  and  sincere  that  it  will  mean  more 
than  life  itself.  It  was  thoughts  of  such 
sincere  affection  that  lead  the  Savior  to 
say,  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this, 
that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends." 

How  important  it  is  for  man  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  true  meaning  of  love.  Through 
the  ages  gone  by  and  even  today  the  term 
is  badly  misunderstood.  Mankind’s  be¬ 
havior  is  often  based  on  a  fear  of  God  and 
not  on  true  love.  Fearing  that  trouble  and 
torment  will  be  the  ultimate  future  of 
those  who  do  not  follow  the  teachings  of 
God,  people  too  often  base  their  behavior 
upon  fear.  The  fear  of  the  future  swal¬ 
lows  up  their  love  of  today.  Men  too 
often  lose  sight  of  the  glorious  fact  that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  happiness  and  that 
His  rule  is  love. 

We  must  maintain  the  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  of  a  child.  We  must  exhibit  to  our 
Father  in  heaven  the  same  trusting,  fear¬ 
less  love  that  a  child  shows  to  its  earthly 
parents.  Unless  we  can  and  do  hold  fast 
to  this  love  much  of  life’s  true  joy  will 
be  missed.  It  is  only  through  love  that 
the  abundant  life  can  be  realized. 

"Though  I  speak  with  tongues  of  men 
and  of  angels  and  have  not  love,  I  am  be¬ 
come  as  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  sym¬ 
bol."  This  significant  statement  given  to 
the  world  by  Paul,  bears  a  world  of  truth. 
God’s  rule  is  love,  and  only  when  men 
comply  with  it  will  they  be  effective.  The 
modern  day  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  stresses  the  im¬ 
portance  and  absolute  necessity  of  obey¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  love.  "No  power  or 
influence  can  or  ought  to  be  maintained  by 
virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua¬ 


sion,  by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and 
meekness,  and  by  love  unfeigned." 

Love  is  the  path  of  life.  It  is  hoped 
that  Latter-day  Saints  will  be  able  to 
comply  with  the  enduring  principles  of 
love  and  thereby  reap  the  irrevocable  bless¬ 
ings  along  life’s  path. 


THE  HAPPINESS  GOAL  IN  RELIGION 

By  ASAHEL  D.  WOODRUFF  and  ORVAL  OSTLER 
Principal  and  Siudenf  af  Carbon  L.  D.  S. 

Seminary,  Price,  Uiah 

How  many  people  in  the  world  today 
enjoy  real  happiness?  In  the  words  of 
Francis  Sayre,  assistant  secretary  of  state, 
"Our  present  civilization  is  built  upon  a 
materialistic  philosophy.  It  puts  faith  in 
material  possessions,  material  force,  the 
reality  only  of  the  tangible  and  visible." 
Is  this  the  basis  of  true  happiness?  His¬ 
tory  has  proven  too  often  that  those  who 
spend  their  lives  seeking  to  amass  material 
possessions  and  who  succeed  in  largest 
measure  often  wake  in  years  after  to  find 
their  lives  starved  of  the  really  precious 
and  genuine  satisfactions  of  life.  Ma¬ 
terialism  is  not  yielding  practical  results. 

What  men  and  women  are  groping  for 
today  are  spiritual  values,  such  as  the 
abiding  faith  in  the  goodness  of  life,  the 
gift  of  love  which  passes  understanding, 
joy  in  daily  work  and  satisfaction  even 
in  commonplace  labor,  the  kind  of  inward 
happiness  which  can’t  be  conquered  by 
outward  circumstances.  Jesus  Christ 
taught  and  lived  the  principles  which  lead 
to  this  type  of  happiness.  In  all  His  life 
and  work  He  seemed  to  want  nothing  else 
so  much  as  to  make  people  happy  and 
joyous.  He  taught  eight  challenging  and 
workable  ideas  in  His  "Sermon  on  the 
Mount"  which  He  said  would  produce 
the  highest  and  most  enduring  kind  of 
joy.  This  sermon  has  been  called  the 
"Constitution  of  the  Kingdom  of  God" 
because  it  appears  to  contain  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words  the  most  essential  principles, 
ideals,  goals,  and  rewards  which  form 
the  heart  of  Christian  philosophy. 

To  better  understand  those  eight  dec¬ 
larations  one  should  first  understand  the 
terms  Jesus  used.  "Blessed"  was  used  by 
Him  to  convey  the  idea  of  joy  or  supreme 
happiness.  Thus  his  beatitudes  may  be 
seen  to  refer  primarily  to  methods  of 
insuring  heavenly  happiness  to  the  indi- 
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but  needs  to  ipoint  to  His  life — a  perfect 
life  of  perfect  love. 

A  man  or  woman  can  tell  definitely 
whether  or  not  they  are  in  the  path  of 
life,  according  to  President  Brigham 
Young,  by  the  spirit  of  love  they  possess. 
“It  should  be  satisfactory  evidence  that 
you  are  in  the  path  of  life,  if  you  love 
God  and  your  brethren  with  all  your 
hearts. "  In  other  words,  mankind  has  a 
test  by  which  he  can  determine  the  course 
he  is  following — the  extent  to  which  a 
man  lives  a  life  of  love,  to  that  same  de¬ 
gree  is  he  following  life's  proper  path. 
The  greater  the  love,  the  happier  the  life. 
Men  that  know  love,  know  life. 

Men's  devotion  to  each  other  should  be 
so  great  and  sincere  that  it  will  mean  more 
than  life  itself.  It  was  thoughts  of  such 
sincere  affection  that  lead  the  Savior  to 
say,  “Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this, 
that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends.  " 

How  important  it  is  for  man  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  true  meaning  of  love.  Through 
the  ages  gone  by  and  even  today  the  term 
is  badly  misunderstood.  Mankind's  be¬ 
havior  is  often  based  on  a  fear  of  God  and 
not  on  true  love.  Fearing  that  trouble  and 
torment  will  be  the  ultimate  future  of 
those  who  do  not  follow  the  teachings  of 
God,  people  too  often  base  their  behavior 
upon  fear.  The  fear  of  the  future  swal¬ 
lows  up  their  love  of  today.  Men  too 
often  lose  sight  of  the  glorious  fact  that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  happiness  and  that 
His  rule  is  love. 

We  must  maintain  the  love  and  devo¬ 
tion  of  a  child.  We  must  exhibit  to  our 
Father  in  heaven  the  same  trusting,  fear¬ 
less  love  that  a  child  shows  to  its  earthly 
parents.  Unless  we  can  and  do  hold  fast 
to  this  love  much  of  life's  true  joy  will 
be  missed.  It  is  only  through  love  that 
the  abundant  life  can  be  realized. 

“Though  I  speak  with  tongues  of  men 
and  of  angels  and  have  not  love,  I  am  be¬ 
come  as  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  sym¬ 
bol."  This  significant  statement  given  to 
the  world  by  Paul,  bears  a  world  of  truth. 
God's  rule  is  love,  and  only  when  men 
comply  with  it  will  they  be  effective.  The 
modern  day  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  stresses  the  im¬ 
portance  and  absolute  necessity  of  obey¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  love.  "No  power  or 
influence  can  or  ought  to  be  maintained  by 
virtue  of  the  priesthood,  only  by  persua¬ 


sion,  by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and 
meekness,  and  by  love  unfeigned." 

Love  is  the  path  of  life.  It  is  hoped 
that  Latter-day  Saints  will  be  able  to 
comply  with  the  enduring  principles  of 
love  and  thereby  reap  the  irrevocable  bless¬ 
ings  along  life’s  path. 


THE  HAPPINESS  GOAL  IN  RELIGION 

By  ASAHEL  D.  WOODRUFF  and  ORVAL  OSTLER 
Principal  and  Student  at  Carbon  L.  D.  S. 

Seminary,  Price,  Utah 

How  many  people  in  the  world  today 
enjoy  real  happiness?  In  the  words  of 
Francis  Sayre,  assistant  secretary  of  state, 
“Our  present  civilization  is  built  upon  a 
materialistic  philosophy.  It  puts  faith  in 
material  possessions,  material  force,  the 
reality  only  of  the  tangible  and  visible." 
Is  this  the  basis  of  true  happiness?  His¬ 
tory  has  proven  too  often  that  those  who 
spend  their  lives  seeking  to  amass  material 
possessions  and  who  succeed  in  largest 
measure  often  wake  in  years  after  to  find 
their  lives  starved  of  the  really  precious 
and  genuine  satisfactions  of  life.  Ma¬ 
terialism  is  not  yielding  practical  results. 

What  men  and  women  are  groping  for 
today  are  spiritual  values,  such  as  the 
abiding  faith  in  the  goodness  of  life,  the 
gift  of  love  which  passes  understanding, 
joy  in  daily  work  and  satisfaction  even 
in  commonplace  labor,  the  kind  of  inward 
happiness  which  can't  be  conquered  by 
outward  circumstances.  Jesus  Christ 
taught  and  lived  the  principles  which  lead 
to  this  type  of  happiness.  In  all  His  life 
and  work  He  seemed  to  want  nothing  else 
so  much  as  to  make  people  happy  and 
joyous.  He  taught  eight  challenging  and 
workable  ideas  in  His  “Sermon  on  the 
Mount"  which  He  said  would  produce 
the  highest  and  most  enduring  kind  of 
joy.  This  sermon  has  been  called  the 
"Constitution  of  the  Kingdom  of  God" 
because  it  appears  to  contain  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words  the  most  essential  principles, 
ideals,  goals,  and  rewards  which  form 
the  heart  of  Christian  philosophy. 

To  better  understand  those  eight  dec¬ 
larations  one  should  first  understand  the 
terms  Jesus  used.  "Blessed"  was  used  by 
Him  to  convey  the  idea  of  joy  or  supreme 
happiness.  Thus  his  beatitudes  may  be 
seen  to  refer  primarily  to  methods  of 
insuring  heavenly  happiness  to  the  indi- 
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vidual  immediately,  right  now,  not  mere¬ 
ly  hereafter. 

Jesus  said,  in  effect,  “Oh  how  divinely 
happy"  are  those  who  are  poor  in  spirit, 
or  in  other  words,  those  who  are  aware 
of  the  poverty  of  their  own  personalities 
and  spiritual  lives.  Theirs,  he  said,  is 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  How  is  that 
true?  That  is  more  apparent  when  the 
second  beatitude  is  read.  Oh  how  di¬ 
vinely  happy  are  those  who  mourn,  for 
they  shall  be  comforted.  What  do  they 
mourn  for?  They  mourn,  or  feel  deeply 
sorry  because  of  that  poverty  of  spirit 
described  in  the  first  beatitude.  Surely 
those  who  have  eyes  to  see  their  own 
shortcomings,  and  hearts  to  mourn  deep¬ 
ly  for  them  will  eventually  taste  the  ex¬ 
alting  joy  that  comes  to  those  who 
through  their  own  efforts  lift  themselves 
out  of  the  ruts  of  life  into  the  open  fields 
of  development  and  accomplishment. 
There  is  no  greater  thrill  in  eternity  than 
that.  What  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
He  promises?  What  better  can  it  be  than 
a  condition  of  living  in  which  Godly  joy 
permeates  all  things  and  predomniates  in 
our  hearts. 

Again  Jesus  said,  Oh  how  supremely 
happy  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit 
the  earth.  A  truly  meek  man  is  not  a 
weak  man.  He  is  strong  in  the  depths 
of  his  soul  for  he  has  learned  to  control 
himself.  He  has  mastered  the  dynamic 
forces  which  nature  has  placed  in  his  body 
and  uses  them  to  accomplish  noble  pur¬ 
poses.  He  is  controlled  by  clean  idealistic 
thinking  rather  than  by  uncertain,  unde¬ 
pendable  appetites.  Such  men  will  inherit 
the  earth.  Men  everywhere  are  seeking 
for  such  to  become  their  leaders.  In  spite 
of  temporary  set-backs  in  sections,  of  the 
world,  we  continue  to  move  steadily  to¬ 
ward  a  world  dominated  by  such  whole¬ 
some  men  and  women. 

The  fourth  personal  principle  given  by 
Jesus  is  that  those  who  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  will  become  supremely 
happy  for  they  shall  be  filled  with  the 
thrill  of  accomplishment.  Righteousness 
is  right  living.  Right  living  is  construc¬ 
tive  living,  the  use  of  eternal  laws  for 
human  progress,  the  subduing  and  con¬ 
trolling  of  the  earth  and  elements  for 
man’s  betterment.  The  lives  of  people 
who  do  these  things  are  always  filled 
with  the  joy  and  exaltation  that  comes 


to  those  who  serve  their  fellows  nobly 
and  well. 

The  other  thoughts  in  the  beatitudes 
deal  with  the  social  traits  which  lead  to 
joy.  The  first  among  them,  Jesus  said, 
was  the  quality  of  mercy. 

This  does  not  mean  pity  for  others.  It 
is  fellowship  and  friendliness  that  is 
sought.  To  be  a  friend,  to  have  friends, 
brings  great  comfort  and  internal  satis¬ 
faction. 

In  the  sixth  beatitude  Jesus  said  it  is 
only  the  pure  in  heart  who  possess  the 
kindness,  the  love  and  the  sympathy  for 
others  that  overcomes  all  barriers  of  per¬ 
sonal  weaknesses.  No  matter  how  pure  a 
friend’s  heart  may  be  we  cannot  see  the 
goodness  nor  the  purity  in  him  unless  our 
hearts  are  pure.  Many  saw  Jesus  as  a 
gluttonous  man  and  a  possible  drunkard. 
Why?  Because  only  the  pure  in  heart 
see  God.  We  make  our  world  by  the 
heart  we  carry  through  it. 

Great  joy  must  surely  come  to  the 
peacemakers  of  the  world  for  it  is  they 
who,  through  love  and  sympathy,  are 
trying  to  get  men  to  understand  and  love 
one  another.  They  seek  to  weld  the  many 
families  of  the  earth  into  one  family;  to 
make  the  whole  universe  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

How  often  have  we  heard  the  old  adage 
“Better  to  give  than  to  receive?"  The 
last  beatitude  promises  rich  happiness  to 
the  man  who  completely  and  with  whole 
heart  and  soul  gives  himself  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  his  fellow  man.  This  truth  is 
only  discovered  by  those  who  have  suf¬ 
fered  and  sacrificed  for  others.  One  sel¬ 
dom  believes  in  this  who  has  not  tried 
it,  and  one  seldom  doubts  it  after  having 
sincerely  tried  it. 

Christ  did  not  give  the  beatitudes  as  a 
set  of  rules  and  regulations.  This  was 
His  way  of  telling,  and  by  His  everyday 
living  of  those  principles,  His  way  of 
showing  the  people  the  only  way  to  real 
joy  and  happiness.  His  life  was  spent 
in  an  effort  to  develop  joyous  living.  His 
Gospel  is  one  of  “good  news/’  a  promise 
of  life  more  abundant. 


When  you  get  into  a  tight  place,  and 
everything  goes  against  you,  till  it  seems 
as  if  you  couldn't  hold  on  a  minute 
longer,  never  give  up  then,  for  that’s  just 
the  place  and  time  that  the  tide’ll  turn. 

— Harriet  Beecher  Stowe. 
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Church  Events  of  Missionary  Interest 
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Aaronic  Priesthood  Restoration 
Commemorated 

On  Saturday,  May  13,  President  Grant 
inaugurated  the  1939  Aaronic  Priest¬ 
hood  Anniversary  celebration  with  a  long 
distance  telephone  message  to  125  boys  as¬ 
sembled  on  San  Francisco's  Treasure 
Island.  The  boys  were  Priests,  Teachers 
and  Deacons  of  the  San  Francisco  Stake, 
who  had  visited  the  Fair,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  their  Stake  President,  Stephen 
H.  Winter.  As  a  part  of  their  Aaronic 
Priesthood  outing  these  boys  heard  Presi¬ 
dent  Grant  800  miles  away,  deliver  to 
them  a  pertinent  message  on  the  restoration 
of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  urging  them 
and  all  other  Aaronic  Priesthood  members 
to  live  clean  lives,  especially  free  from  the 
use  of  liquor  and  tobacco. 

All  through  the  week  Aaronic  Priest¬ 
hood  celebrations  were  held  in  the  wards, 
stakes  and  missions,  commemorating  the 
110  Anniversary  of  the  Restoration  which 
occurred  May  15,  1829.  Sacrament  meet¬ 
ings  for  Sunday,  May  21,  were  devoted  to 
the  Restoration  and  other  Aaronic  Priest¬ 
hood  themes,  by  recommendation  of  the 
First  Presidency. 


M.  I.  A.  and  Primary  Conferences 

June  Conference  committees  of  the  M. 
I.  A.  and  Primary  Association  are  busy 
making  final  plans  for  the  annual  ses¬ 
sions  to  be  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  June  9, 
10,  11.  Department  sessions  will  feature 
one  day  of  each  conference  and  another 
day  will  be  devoted  to  public  sessions  in 
the  Tabernacle.  Sunday  programs  will 
include  a  special  Primary  conference  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  and  M.  I.  A.  conference 
Sunday  night,  and  a  session  at  2  p.  m. 
under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency. 
A  number  of  social  and  cultural  features 
are  included  in  both  conference  programs. 


German  People  Read  of  Mormonism 

Officials  of  the  Church  were  in  receipt 
this  week  of  a  German  newspaper  carry¬ 
ing  a  full  page  illustrated  article  entitled 
“In  the  Land  of  Mormons"  written  by 
President  A.  C.  Rees  of  the  East-German 
Mision.  The  article  which  tells  of  the 
origin  and  history  of  the  Mormon  people, 
appeared  in  “Der  Volkischer  Beobachter" 


(The  People’s  Observer)  an  official  organ 
of  the  Government  and  read  by  a  clientele 
of  over  two  million  German  citizens.  A 
report  accompanying  this  article  indicated 
that  this  publication  in  the  German  paper 
did  much  to  make  friends  for  the  Mor¬ 
mons  among  the  German  people  and  is  an 
illustration  of  the  respect  that  nation  has 
for  the  Church  and  its  missionaries. 


Members  of  the  Twelve  Complete  Tours 

Elders  Melvin  J.  Ballard  and  Joseph  F. 
Merrill,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  re¬ 
turned  this  week  from  touring  two  United 
States  Missions.  Elder  Ballard  visited  the 
Western  States  Mission  and  Elder  Merrill 
the  Northern  States  Mission.  Each  of¬ 
ficial  had  praise  for  the  progress  of  the 
missionary  work  in  these  respective  fields 
of  labor.  The  missionaries  were  well  and 
happy,  and  enjoying  their  labors. 


Elder  Hardy  Reaches  Tahiti 

Latest  reports  from  Elder  Rufus  K. 
Hardy,  who  left  Salt  Lake  a  month  ago 
to  visit  the  Tahitian  Mission,  are  that  he 
has  arrived  safely  in  the  mission  and  is  at 
present  engaged  in  making  a  tour  of  the 
islands. 


Cumorah  Conference  and  Pageant 

Dates  for  the  annual  Cumorah  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Eastern  States  Mission  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  have  been  set  for  July 
21,  22  and  23,  according  to  Mission 
President  Frank  Evans.  The  mammoth 
pageant,  “America’s  Witness  for  Christ," 
will  be  presented  in  the  evenings  of  the 
first  two  conference  days,  which  will  be 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

Westerners  can  plan  their  itineraries  to 
include  attendance  at  the  conference  and 
pageant  and  participate  in  Utah  day  at  the 
World’s  Fair  in  New  York  City  on  July 
24th,  commemorating  the  entrance  of  the 
Pioneers  into  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

The  Hill  Cumorah,  which  served  as  a 
depository  for  the  records  from  which  the 
pageant  is  adapted,  will  be  the  background 
of  the  presentation,  and  conference  ses¬ 
sions  during  the  daytime  will  be  held  in 
the  Sacred  Grove  on  the  Joseph  Smith 
farm. 
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“ That  They  May  Be  One” 


That  they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee, 
that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us:  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast 
sent  me. 

And  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them,  that  they  may 
be  one,  even  as  we  are  one:— -John  17:21,  22. 


THIS  MONTH  has  seen  the  conclusion 
of  the  Uniting  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Delegates  had  as¬ 
sembled  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  from 
the  far  parts  of  the  civilized  world  to 
discuss  matters  of  religious  import —  prin¬ 
cipal  among  them  being  the  reuniting  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  church.  By  of¬ 
ficial  action  this  objective  was  realized 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South  have 
become  one  great  religious  body.  This 
conference  decision  will  stand  as  a  mile 
post  in  the  religious  history  of  the  world. 
It  would  seem  to  the  onlooker  that  this 
was  the  right  thing  to  do.  Why  should 
there  be  three  Methodist  Churches?  Some 
years  ago  there  was  effected  a  merging  of 
three  Christian  denominations  into  a 
United  Church  of  Canada.  There  have 
been  other  hopes  and  efforts  looking  to 
the  unifying  of  variant  church  bodies  but 
nothing  further  of  major  interest  ac¬ 
complished. 

As  one  looks  over  the  field  of  religious 
activity  and  views  the  “crazy  quilt”  dis¬ 
play  of  Christian  organization,  teaching 
and  doctrine  one  is  made  to  wonder  how 
they  can  all  be  the  Church  of  Christ. 
When  division  occurred  among  the  Saints 
of  Paul's  day  he  wrote  them  as  follows: 

Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the 
same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions 
among  you;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined 
together  in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same 
judgment. 

For  it  hath  been  declared  unto  me  of 
you,  my  brethren,  by  them  which  are  of  the 
house  of  Chloe,  that  there  are  contentions 
among  you. 

Now  this  I  say,  that  every  one  of  you  saith, 


I  am  of  Paul;  and  of  Apollos;  and  I  of  Cephas, 
and  I  of  Christ. 

Is  Christ  divided?  was  Paul  crucified  for 
you  ?  or  were  ye  baptized  in  the  name  of 
Paul?— I  Cor.  1:10-13. 

We  think  we  see  good  reason  why  the 
Catholic  Church  could  not  make  merging 
compromises  with  her  Protestant  children. 
If  she  has  the  right  way  of  life  and  divine 
authority  to  minister  in  it  as  she  claims 
to  have,  she  would  be  recreant  to  the 
divine  trust  imposed  in  her  in  relinquish¬ 
ing  that  authority  and  changing  her  tenets 
of  faith  as  a  price  for  reuniting  the  discord¬ 
ant  factions  of  the  Chrstian  family.  She 
could  grant  no  quarters  but  only  cordially 
invite  those  who  strayed  away  to  come 
back  home  to  unity  and  harmony.  On 
the  other  hand  if  the  Catholic  Church 
had  herself  strayed  away  from  the  way  of 
truth,  abused  and  prostituted  her  author¬ 
ity,  lost  contact  with  Divinity  and  passed 
through  the  sunset  and  twlight  into  the 
darkness  of  spiritual  night  as  Protestantism 
declares,  then  what  has  she  to  offer  her 
children  to  come  back  to? 

If  it  be  true  that  the  Catholic  Church 
held  the  authority  to  act  in  the  name  of 
God  as  pertaining  to  the  holy  ordinances 
of  His  Church,  then  in  going  out  from  the 
fold  in  repudiation  of  that  authority, 
surely  the  Protestant  factions  could  carry 
none  of  it  with  them.  If  on  the  other 
hand  the  mother  church  had  lost  Divine 
contact,  surely  there  could  be  none  that 
the  dissenters  could  take  with  them  into 
new  organizations.  Bringing  no  divine 
authority  with  them  and  claiming  no 
recommitment  of  it,  what  can  the  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  be,  other  than  mere  human 
associations — organizations  of  men  seek¬ 
ing  to  live  and  teach  others  to  live  such 
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lives  as  will  approach  that  of  the  Master 
and  finally  to  reach  what,  in  their  common 
view  is  heaven.  All  having  equal  foot¬ 
ing  as  to  authorization,  why  should  they 
not  pool  their  interest  and  unite  their 
strength  in  their  common  cause  for  more 
efficient  and  effective  service? 

Then  why  should  not  the  Mormon 
Church  join  in  such  a  movement.  Because 
the  so-called  Mormon  Church  is  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  Church 
can  make  no  compromise  with  error.  It 
was  founded  by  and  rests  upon  Divine 
revelation.  The  Lord  Himself  has  said 
it  is,  "the  only  true  and  living  church 
upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  with 
which,  I  the  Lord,  am  well  pleased,  speak¬ 
ing  unto  the  church  collectively  and  not 
individually."  Of  all  the  sects  extant 
upon  the  earth  at  the  time  of  the  great  in¬ 
augural  vision  the  same  High  Authority 
said  "they  were  all  wrong." 

Let  not  the  Christian  world  misunder¬ 
stand.  Nowhere  does  the  Lord  say  that 
all  the  people  are  evil.  It  is  their  creeds 
and  organizations  that  are  unfortunately 
not  of  His  making  and  not  such  that  He 
can  recognize.  It  was  because  of  His 


desire  to  help  and  save  the  millions  of 
His  worthy  sons  and  daughters  in  the 
various  churches  that  He  saw  fit  to  again 
reveal  the  light,  restore  the  Priesthood  and 
organize  His  Church  upon  the  earth.  His 
Church  as  such  could  not,  even  in  the 
interest  of  unity,  give  and  take  with  or¬ 
ganizations  of  purely  human  origin.  It 
tried  that  once  when  in  its  waning,  vapid 
state  more  than  1600  years  ago  and  ere¬ 
long  the  vaulted  sky  closed  over  its  re¬ 
mains. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  embraces  all 
truth  whether  found  in  the  doctrines  of 
Catholicism,  Protestantism  or  outside  the 
field  of  so-called  Christian  teaching.  But 
between  the  philosophies  of  men  and  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel  with  authority 
to  administer  them  in  God’s  name,  there 
is  a  vast  difference.  Had  the  keys  of  that 
authority  been  on  the  earth,  among  other 
churches,  heavenly  beings  would  not  have 
come  to  earth  to  restore  them  in  our  day. 

Latter-day  Saints  look  forward  to  the 
day  when  "they  all  may  be  one"  through 
acceptance  of  the  true  plan  of  salvation  ad¬ 
ministered  by  Divine  authority  and  with 
Divine  approval.  E.L-M, 


PRES.  McKAY -CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 

(Concluded  from  page  556) 
can  look  with  assurance  into  the  open 
grave  and  say,  "He  is  not  here,"  and  “He 
will  rise  again." 

Resurrection  and  Spring  are  happily  as¬ 
sociated,  not  that  there  is  anything  in  na¬ 
ture  exactly  analogous  to  the  resurrection, 
but  there  is  so  much  which  suggests  the 
awakening  thought.  Like  the  stillness  of 
death  Old  Winter  has  held  all  vegetable  life 
in  his  grasp,  but  as  Spring  approaches  the 
tender  life-giving  power  of  heat  and  light 
compels  him  to  relinguish  his  grip,  and 
what  seems  to  have  been  dead  comes  forth 
in  newness  of  life,  refreshed,  invigorated, 
strengthened  after  a  peaceful  sleep. 

So  it  is  with  man.  What  we  call  death 
Jesus  referred  to  as  sleep.  "Lazarus  sleeps," 
He  said  to  His  disciples.  "The  damsel 
sleepeth,"  were  His  comforting  words  to 
the  bereaved  and  sorrowing  parents  of  a 
little  girl.  Indeed,  to  the  Savior  of  the 
world  there  is  no  such  thing  as  death — 
only  life — eternal  life.  Truly  He  could 
say, 

I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life.  He 
that  believeth  in  Me  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live. 


With  this  assurance,  obedience  to  eter¬ 
nal  law  should  be  a  joy,  not  a  burden,  for 
life  is  joy,  life  is  love.  It  is  disobedience 
that  brings  death.  Obedience  to  Christ 
and  His  laws  brings  life. 

May  each  recurring  Easter  emphasize 
this  truth,  and  fill  our  souls  with  the  di¬ 
vine  assurance  that  Christ  is  truly  risen, 
and  through  Him  man's  immortality  se¬ 
cured,  and  may  the  day  soon  dawn  upon 
the  world  when  the  manifestations  of  brute 
force  and  the  false  ideal  that  might  makes 
right  be  supplanted  by  the  charitable, 
peace-loving  spirit  of  the  Risen  Lord!  I 
humbly  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 


Justice  is  as  strictly  due  between  neigh¬ 
bor  nations  as  between  neighbor  citizens. 
A  highwayman  is  as  much  a  robber  when 
he  plunders  in  a  gang,  as  when  single;  and 
a  nation  that  makes  an  unjust  war  is  only 
a  great  gang. — Franklin . 

The  lives  of  truest  heroism  are  those  in 
which  there  are  no  great  deeds  to  look 
back  upon.  It  is  the  little  things  well! 
done  that  go  to  make  up  a  successful  and 
truly  good  life. — Theodore  Roosevelt. 
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Western  States  Mission 

William  W.  Seegmiller,  President 


EAST  NEBRASKA  DISTRICT:  -  Russell  C.  Harris,  Presi¬ 
dent,  2569  Fori  Si.,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Apostle  Ballard,  President  Seegmiller,  and  Elder 
Burgon,  our  Mission  Secretary,  were  given  a  most 
hearty  welcome  by  the  missionaries,  Saints,  and  friends 
on  their  recent  visit  for  conference  here.  At  our  re¬ 
port  meeting  of  about  thirty  missionaries,  we  thrilled 

to  the  words  of  advice  and  encouragement  drawn  from 

Ihe  rich  experiences  of  our  President  and  Apostle. 

The  members  of  this  district  are  finding  much  success 
in  their  use  of  the  transcriptions,  "The  Fullness  of 

Times."  It  seems  that  they  become  the  means  of  con¬ 
tacting  and  interesting  people  whom  it  has  been  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  not  impossible  to  reach  by  any  other  means. 
This  story  of  Mormonism,  in  its  dramatic,  unequivocal 
presentation  of  truth,  has  a  sincere  appeal  of  its  own, 
which  must  and  will  leave  an  impression  in  the  minds 
of  hundreds  of  listeners.  Truly  this  is  a  day  of 

miracles,  in  which  God  is  speaking  to  his  servants, 
as  he  is  making  it  possible  for  them  to  speak  to  an 
increasing  number  of  his  children. 

In  connection  with  ihe  World  Premiere  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  picture  "Union  Pacific"  and  Omaha  Golden  Spike 
Days,  the  Church  was  represented  in  the  huge  his¬ 
torical  parade  by  a  float  depicting  the  arrival  at  Win¬ 
ter  Quarters,  and  by  a  Hand  Cart  Company.  Occupying 
a  prominent  place  in  the  parade,  and  viewed  by  some 
two  hundred  thousand  people,  the  representations  told 
a  touching,  colorful  story.  The  twenty  characters  par- 
ticipaitng  in  these  two  dramatizations  were  all  members 
of  the  Church,  all  descendants  of  Pioneers,  and  inci¬ 
dentally  were  all  members  of  families  employed  by 
Union  Pacific,  an  item  which  pleased  particularly  the 
railroad  president,  Mr.  Jeffers.  President  and  Sister 
Grant,  and  other  authorities  from  Salt  Lake  were  pres¬ 
ent  for  the  celebration.  President  Grant,  who  occupied, 
a  very  prominent  place  among  the  notables,  expressed 
his  happiness  and  satisfaction  at  the  fine  way  in  which 
the  Omaha  Branch,  under  the  supervision  of  President 
McIntyre,  represented  the  Church  in  an  anniversary 
celebration  of  an  event  which  does  and  should  mean 
so  much  to  the  people  of  Utah.  Pictures  and  news¬ 
paper  articles  express  the  respect  and  admiration  which 
the  Church  and  its  representatives  are  receiving  by 
the  public  and  by  the  press. 

Are  we  taking  full  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
which  God  is  affording  us  to  tell  our  wonderful  story? 

NORTH  WYOMING  DISTRICT:  -  Bruce  H.  Anderson, 
President,  909  South  Cedar,  Casper,  Wyo. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  feel  truly  thankful 
to  the  Lord  for  the  many  blessings  that  have  come  our 
way. 

At  Riverton,  Wyoming,  Elders  Hulet  and  Wilde  are 
doing  fine  work.  One  Relief  Society  has  been  or¬ 


ganized  and  two  more  are  ready  for  organization; 
also  one  at  Lander,  and  one  at  Fort  Washakie. 

Elders  Taggart  and  Bone  at  Sheridan,  with  the  in¬ 
valuable  assistance  of  Bill  Hughey,  succeeded  in  having 
the  records  of  "The  Fullness  of  Times"  played  over 
the  air.  They  report  that  the  reaction  to  these  has 
been  very  good;  more  conversations  result  and  more* 
contacts  have  been  made. 

The  landscaping  of  the  new  Casper  chapel  grounds 


MISSIONARY  QUARTETTE  OF  TIIE  COUNCIL 
BLUFFS  DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right:  Scott  Lee  Thorn,  Laurence  E. 

Macdonald,  D.  Omer  Buttars  and  Alvord  L.  Cox. 

is  nearing  completion,  and  will  soon  present  a  beauty 
spot  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  highlight  of  the  last  month  was  the  visit  to 
this  district  of  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard,  and  our  Mis¬ 
sion  President  and  Mother.  Inspirational  conferences 
were  held  at  Sheridan  and  Casper.  Many  investigators 
heard  the  Gospel  as  spoken  from  the  lips  of  these 

servants  of  the  Lord.  The  people  of  the  district  were 
lifted  spiritually  and  left  with  a  determination  to  bet¬ 
ter  live  the  Gospel. 

One  can  scarcely  hear  such  speakers  without  the 
words  of  Paul  to  the  Romans  coming  to  mind.  "For 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ;  for  it  is 

the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 

believeth."  How  sad  is  the  state  of  those  who  are 

ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Is  not  the 
extent  to  which  we  are  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  degree  to  which  we  live  up  to  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel?  Then  as  Latter-day  Saints 
it  behooves  us  to  so  live  the  teachings  of  the  Church 
that  our  light  may  so  shine  as  to  attract  others  to  the 
Gospel. 
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COUNCIL  BLUFFS  DISTRICT: -Laurence  E.  Macdonald, 
President,  Box  163,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

It  was  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Elders  of  this 
district  closed  their  season  of  basketball.  Elders  Alvord 
Cox,  Eugene  Gurr,  Wendall  Hurren,  Omer  Buttars, 
Scott  Thorn,  and  Laurence  Macdonald  composed  a 
team  which  was  entered  into  the  City  Church  Basket¬ 
ball  Tournament  sponsored  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  After 
a  season  of  hard-played  ball,  the  missionary  team  was 
very  jubilant  to  find  that  they  had  won  a  coveted 
third  place.  However,  the  real  joy  was  found  in  the 
realization  that  through  the  agency  of  sports,  their 
work  and  purpose  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  more 
favorably  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 

Another  fine  accomplishment  to  be  accredited  to 
this  district  was  the  forming  of  a  missionary  quartet 
whose  members  were  Elders  Thorn,  Macdonald,  Buttars, 
and  Cox.  Although  this  organization  was  short-lived 
due  to  transfers,  they  were  complimented  highly  for 
the  musical  achievement.  It  was  their  good  fortune 
to  be  able  to  sing  at  two  conferences  before  dis¬ 
banding. 

Through  the  doors  of  baptism  the  following  converts 
were  added  to  the  Church:  Irene  Nelson,  Thelma  Wise, 
and  Meda  Carrigan.  Elder  Cox  and  Elder  Gurr  offici¬ 
ated  in  these  baptisms.  Later,  at  two  other  services, 
Elder  Wendall  Hurren  baptized  Louise  Hunt  and  Elder 
Amos  Terry  baptized  her  sister  Ruth  Hunt.  We  ex¬ 
tend  a  very  cordial  welcome  into  full  membership  to 
them  all. 

Two  fine  conferences  were  held  recently  and  were 
accompanied  by  two  splendid  report  meetings.  It  was 
at  one  of  these  meetings  that  twenty-eight  missionaries 
representing  Council  Bluffs,  East  Nebraska,  West  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  Scottsbluff  districts  had  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  instructions  from  Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard, 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  All  attending  were  in¬ 
tensely  conscious  of  his  deep  sincerity  as  he  brought 
to  our  realization  the  great  responsibility  that  is  ours 
as  personal  representatives  of  Jesus  Christ.  Of  all  the^ 
work  we  may  ever  do  in  our  lives,  this  is  among  the 
most  important,  was  another  of  his  fine  thoughts  ex¬ 
pressed. 

We  are  indeed  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that 
we  have  such  men  to  lead  us  and  earnestly  pray  that 
we  may  always  be  able  to  follow  their  splendid 
examples. 

LINCOLN  DISTRICT  :-J.  Spencer  Taylor,  President, 
2781  Alpha,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

Recently  the  members  of  Lincoln  Branch  were  very 


fortunate  in  having  a  Jewish  Rabbi  talk  to  them  in. 
meeting.  He  explained  the  Jewish  problems  and 
everyone  enjoyed  the  meeting  a  great  deal.  We  as 
Latter-day  Saints  do  feel  indebted  to  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple  in  many  ways. 

A  new  field  of  labor  has  been  opened  in  Falls  City 
by  Elders  Perkins  and  Armstrong.  Early  reports  from 
these  Elders  show  a  promising  field  of  labor.  A 
Sunday  School  is  to  be  organized  in  the  near  future 
in  keeping  with  the  policy  of  the  Church  to  organize 
when  possible  all  auxiliaries  of  the  Church  to  give 
the  members  as  much  spiritual  contact  as  possible. 
"The  several  Elders  composing  this  Church  of  Christ 
are  to  meet  in  conference  once  in  three  months,  or 
from  time  to  time  as  said  conferences  shall  direct  or 
appoint.  And  said  conferences  are  to  do  whatever 
Church  business  is  necessary  to  be  done  at  the  time." 
Elder  Melvin  J.  Ballard  presided  over  a  conference 
held  in  Lincoln,  April  18.  President  William  W.  Seeg- 
miller  was  also  in  attendance  and  an  inspirational 
meeting  was  enjoyed  by  everyone  including  many 
non-members. 

Elder  Ballard  stressed  the  fact  that  it  is  our  duly  fa 
warn  our  neighbors.  God  has  said:  "When  I  say 
unto  the  wicked,  Oh  wicked  man,  thou  shalt  surely 
die;  if  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the  wicked  from 
his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity; 
but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand." 

We  feel  grateful  for  the  frequent  visits  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Authorities  of  the  Church.  It  gives  us  renewed 
determination  to  carry  on. 

The  Lincoln  Branch  had  charge  of  a  half  hour  radio 
program  given  April  23,  over  KTOR.  Inspirational 
music  was  furnished  and  a  splendid  sermon  was  de¬ 
livered. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Barbara  Petty,  to  West  Nebraska  District. 

Donald  L.  Mabey,  to  Denver  District. 

TRANSFERS 

Arthur  S.  Hawkins,  from  W.  Nebraska  to  Denver  Dist. 
Zelda  Wheeler,  from  W.  Nebraska  to  Scottsbluff  Dist. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Duane  S.  Perkins  — President  of  the  Lincoln  District. 
RELEASES 

Wendella  Grange,  of  Scottsbluff —  Home,  Shelly,  Idaho. 
J.  Spencer  Taylor,  of  Lincoln  -  Home,  Magna,  Utah. 

STANLEY  W.  BURGON,  Mission  Secretary. 


New  England  Mission 

Carl  F.  Eyring,  President 


WEST  MASSACHUSETTS  DISTRICT:  -  Paul  J.  Wise, 
President,  99  Elliot  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Recently  Elders  Wise  and  Millet  and  Sisters  Allphin 
and  Weston  were  given  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
Mormonism  to  students  of  the  American  International 
College  and  the  Springfield  College,  at  a  combined 
meeting  of  their  Student  Forum  groups.  Elder  Wise 
spoke  on  Mormon  Doctrines  and  Aims,  giving  to  the 
students  a  new  light  on  the  teachings  and  practices  of 
the  Church.  During  a  discussion  period,  the  students 
asked  many  questions  concerning  Mormonism.  A  great 
deal  of  interest  was  shown  by  the  students  and  their 
response  was  very  satisfying. 

This  month  brings  to  a  close  the  M.  I.  A.  activities 
of  the  Springfield  Branch.  The  Mutual  this  year  has 
been  particularly  successful  in  bringing  to  the  at¬ 
tending  members  and  friends  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel,  through  •  the  study  of  Brother  Widtsoe's  fine 
book,  "The  Program  of  the  Church."  Some  very  good 
contacts  have  been  made  through  our  Mutual  classes 
this  season.  A  branch  party  in  the  near  future  is 


to  be  the  closing  event  of  a  successful  season. 

Elder  Jack  Ringwood,  recently  transferred  to  this 
district  from  the  Connecticut  District,  is  assisting  Elder 
Herman  J.  Richards  in  spreading  the  Gospel  in  Green¬ 
field.  Numerous  new  opportunities  to  present  the 
Gospel  were  reported  at  a  recent  district  meeting.  Ef¬ 
forts  to  make  new  friends  through  attendance  at  the 
various  church  services  in  Greenfield  brought  most  of 
these  new  contacts. 

Sisters  Allphin  and  Weston  have  been  visiting  the 
mothers  of  the  children  who  attend  their  Primaries. 
Many  mothers,  who  showed  skepticism  at  first  about 
letting  their  children  attend  Primary,  now  have  changed 
their  attitude  to  one  of  enthusiasm. 

With  Spring  here  and  the  summer  months  ahead, 
the  West  Massachusetts  missionaries  look  optimistically 
toward  making  new  friends  by  door-to-door  contacting. 

RHODE  ISLAND  DISTRICT:  -  Carson  R.  Healy,  Presi¬ 
dent,  715  Westminster  Street,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

"He  becometh  poor  that  deaieth  with  slack  hand; 
but  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  him  rich."  Sis- 
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ters  Grace  Loveland  and  Paloma  Marlineau,  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  have  shown  fheir  ability  to  organize,  having 
recently  started  four  Primaries  and  one  Bee  Hive 
class.  They  are  responsible  for  the  fine  progress  of 


MISSIONARIES  OF  WEST  MASSACHUSETTS 
DISTRICT 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  President  Paul  J. 
Wise,  Thelma  Weston,  Howard  F.  Millet. 

Back  Row:  Jack  E.  Ringwood,  Anna  Allphin, 
Herman  John  Richards. 

the  newly-organized  Relief  Society.  Besides  this  ac¬ 
tive  program,  they  have  spent  many  hours  of  per¬ 
sistent  and  successful  trading. 

This  district  recognizes  the  value  of  social  develop¬ 
ment,  so  if  has  conducted  several  branch  parties. 
These  parties  have  a  two-fold  purpose:  First,  they 
furnish  recreation  on  a  high  plane,  and  secondly,  they 

■  «» 


give  the  members  a  chance  to  develop  their  talents. 

In  New  Bedford,  Sisters  Virginia  Foulger  and  Dor¬ 
othy  Hurst  are  very  busy  with  several  Primaries,  a 
Genealogy  class,  and  a  Relief  Society.  They  have 
made  their  presence  in  the  community  better  known 
by  allowing  their  afghans  to  be  displayed  on  exhibi¬ 
tion  at  a  local  textile  store.  The  fine  quality  of  their 
work  has  been  the  means  of  opening  the  door  to 

many  splendid  conversations. 

The  Elders  in  this  district  have  presented  six  lec¬ 

tures  to  interested  groups.  Elders  Carson  R.  Healy 
and  Clyde  S.  Thornell  are  conducting  a  Trail  Build¬ 
ers  class  at  Saylesville,  once  a  week.  The  twelve 
young  boys  in  the  group  show  considerable  interest 
and  attend  these  meetings  regularly. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Richard  J.  Pettit,  from  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  to  S.  Maine. 

Wesley  L.  Clark,  from  St.  Anthony,  Idaho,  to  N.  Maine. 

Oliver  K.  Meservy,  from  St.  Anthony,  Ida.,  to  E.  Mass. 
Glenda  Richardson,  from  Mesa,  Ariz.,  to  E.  Mass.  Disf. 
TRANSFERS 

Verna  Day,  from  E.  Mass.  Dist.  to  South  Maine  District. 
Jessie  Rasmussen,  from  South  Maine  to  East  Mass.  Dist. 
Max  Browning,  from  E.  Mass.  Dist.  to  Vermont  Dist. 
Merrill  B.  Robinson,  from  Vermont  Dist.  to  E.  Mass. 
Elwood  M.  Haynie,  from  S.  Maine,  to  Mission  Office. 
APPOINTMENTS 

Richard  W.  Harper  -  President  East  Massachusetts  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Glenn  W.  Price,  of  E.  Mass.  — Home,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Jessie  M.  Higbee,  of  E.  Mass. -Home,  Sail  Lake  City. 
Benjamin  R.  Tibbitts,  of  E.  Mass. -Home,  Providence,  U. 
L.  RUSSELL  HOCHSTRASSER,  Mission  Secretary. 


Northern  States  Mission 

Bryant  S.  Hinckley,  President 


WEST  IOWA  DISTRICT  :-t.  Flake  Rogers,  President. 

The  members  and  missionaries  of  the  East  and  West 
Iowa  Districts  assembled  in  Boone,  Iowa,  recently,  for 
a  two-district  conference.  We  were  honored  in  having 
President  and  Sister  Hinckley  and  seventeen  mission¬ 
aries  in  attendance.  They  bore  their  testimonies  and  left 
words  of  encouragement  and  advice.  In  keeping  with 
the  spirit  of  the  season,  the  attitude  of  all  who  at¬ 
tended  conference  was,  "let  us  loo,  awaken  and  live 
our  religion." 

We,  in  the  West  Iowa  District,  have  great  cause  to 
rejoice  because  of  the  success  of  the  missionaries  of 
Fort  Dodge.  Six  months  ago  Elders  Nicoll  and  King 
were  sent  there  to  work.  At  that  time  no  Church 
services  had  been  held  for  18  months,  the  efforts 
of  previous  missionaries  seemed  futile  and  the  members 
there  were  very  disheartened.  However  these  two 
missionaries  and  Elder  Theron  Sleight,  who  has  labored 
there  for  the  past  two  months,  have  now  organized  a 
Sunday  School  and  a  Primary,  and  are  holding  services 
in  the  Wahkonsa  hotel  with  a  pleasing  attendance  of 
members  and  investigators.  We  wish  to  commend 
these  missionaries  for  their  excellent  service  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

We  welcome  Albert  Stillion  and  Charles  Fortner  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  and  wish  them  joy  and  happiness.  They  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Theron  Sleight  before  he  left  the 
district. 

WEST  MICHIGAN  DISTRICT: -Ned  M.  Parcell,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"The  glory  of  God  is  intelligence."  "We  are  saved 
no  faster  than  we  gain  knowledge."  With  these  gems 
in  mind,  each  missionary  should  be  thankful  that  the 
has  part  in  an  educational  plan  whereby  he  might 
enter  the  Kingdom  of  God.  It  is  our  great  privilege 


to  be  teachers  of  this  plan  and  the  responsibility  is 
upon  us  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  in 
presenting  this  Gospel  to  the  world. 

Sister  Mary  Counterman  of  Grand  Rapids  has  accepted 
this  plan  and  has  entered  the  waters  of  baptism.  We 

welcome  her  to  our  fold  and  pray  that  she  may  have 
a  joyous  life. 

During  the  past  month  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Battle  Creek  Branch  met  with  the  stake  officers  and 
branch  president  for  conference.  An  enjoyable  time 
was  had  and  we  are  happy  to  announce  that  hte  Re¬ 
lief  Society  is  now  fully  organized  and  each  member 
is  striving  to  help  serve  her  neighbor. 

One  of  the  greatest  responsibilities  in  life  is  to  be 
a  teacher.  The  teacher  has  the  most  flexible  material 
to  work  with  — the  child  1  The  information  given  to 
a  child  will  remain  with  him  through  life  and  will 
aid  in  the  moulding  of  his  character.  The  missionary's 
duty  is  to  plan  his  work  to  help  develop  the  charac¬ 
ter  for  good,  in  the  child.  This  is  best  done  through 
the  Primary  organization.  Elders  Gene  Merkeley  and 
Francis  Boyer  in  Jackson  report  two  classes,  and  the 
lady  missionaries,  Sisters  Mary  Furr  and  Nola  Mae 
Kerby,  report  six  Primaries  organized  in  Grand  Rapids. 
May  they  be  successful  in  teaching  these  children  the 
way  of  the  Lord. 

SOUTH  ILLINOIS  DISTRICT:  -  Oliver  F.  Hansen,  Presi¬ 
dent 

During  April  the  missionaries  had  the  privilege  of 
attending  the  Clinton  Branch  conference.  The  branch 
has  made  excellent  progress  toward  the  goal  of  self 
government.  The  meetings  were  well  conducted  by 
the  branch  presidency  and  most  of  the  addresses  and 
reports  were  given  by  local  officers.  Here  we  had 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  "the  voices  of  experience  " 
From  a  faithful  Latter-day  Saint  farmer  we  learned, 


May  23,  1939 


LIAHONA  THE  ELDERS'  JOURNAL 


565 


"A  farmer  needs  the  Gospel."  A  hard  working  branch 
president  affirmed,  "If  we  neglect  to  pray,  things  keep 
coming  up  and  it  seems  we  are  out  of  luck."  A 
local  missionary  testified  "The  Lord  answers  our  pray¬ 
ers."  Various  local  officers  reported  their  work.  The 
following  results  were  gleaned  from  the  reports:  The 
Relief  Society  has  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  per 
cent;  every  family  in  the  branch  paid  tithing  last 
month;  the  Primaries  have  been  very  successful;  all 
take  part  willingly  in  the  M.  I.  A.;  everyone  is  given 
a  chance  to  develop.  Although  there  was  joy  for  the 
success  attained,  the  need  for  improvement  was  still 
felt.  Truly  the  conference  afforded  all  present  much 
spiritual  uplift  and  encouragement. 

The  Clinton  Branch  has  four  local  missionaries  who 
are  doing  commendable  work  there.  They  are  to  be 
complimented  for  the  work  they  are  doing  in  Farmer 
City  as  well  as  in  Clinton.  Here  they  are  holding 
weekly  cottage  meetings  and  assisting  in  the  Sunday 
School. 


of  heaven.  It  teaches  humility,  sincerity,  charity  and 
true  companionship  with  all  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  Gospel. 

Several  inspiring  conferences,  and  missionary  meet¬ 
ings,  have  been  held  this  past  month.  A  funeral  ser¬ 
vice  was  conducted  for  a  non-member  in  Wadsworth, 
Ohio.  We  are  slowly,  but  surely,  touching  the  hearts 
of  many  sincere  and  honest  people.  We  commend 
our  local  missionaries  for  their  work. 

SOUTH  OHIO  DISTRICT Carl  G.  Freeman,  President. 

It  seems  that  while  in  the  mission  field,  more  so 
than  any  other  time  of  our  lives,  we  are  saying  good¬ 
bye  to  those  we  have  learned  to  love  and  admire, 
and  are  given  the  delightful  opportunity  of  meeting 
new  associates. 

Elder  Vaughn  K.  Leavitt  and  Elder  Koplin  were  in¬ 
strumental  in  converting  the  Heisley  family  of  Spring- 
field,  and  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  four  of  them 
on  Sunday,  April  9.  Those  baptized  were  Irvin  and 


MISSIONARIES  ATTENDING  THE  TWO-DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  EAST  AND 
WEST  IOWA  DISTRICTS  IN  BOONE,  IOWA,  MARCH  26,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  LaVon  Jones,  Thelma  Hirschi,  Beth  Swain  (released).  Sister 
May  Green  Hinckley.  Mission  President  Bryant  S.  Hinckley.  Ora  Steed,  Romola  Lee. 

Center  Row:  Fred  M.  Hanks,  Ronald  King,  J.  Alma  Parrish,  Paul  H.  Pratt,  Ferrel  E.  Carter, 
outgoing  President  of  East  Iowa  District;  James  V.  Barber,  incoming  President  of  East  Iowa 
District;  Theron  Sleight. 

Back  Row:  Clair  M.  Stevens,  Arnold  V.  Wadsworth,  Don  L.  Rushton,  Asa  M.  Radley,  L. 
Flake  Rogers,  President  of  West  Iowa  District. 


Three  successful  M.I.A.  Theme  Festivals  were  held 
in  the  district.  These  events  were  well  attended  and 
created  much  happiness  and  presented  several  vital 
Gospel  messages.  Negotiations  for  an  "all-Illinois 
M.I.A.  Festival"  are  under  way.  We  have  found  the 
M.I.A.  a  great  aid  in  getting  people  into  the  habit 
of  being  happy. 

Brother  Harman  Chmiel,  of  Springfield,  has  been 
called  to  labor  as  a  local  missionary.  This  good  brother 
is  especially  qualified  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
German  speaking  people  who  are  located  in  this  vi¬ 
cinity.  We  welcome  this  valuable  addition  to  our  mis¬ 
sionary  force  and  anticipate  much  good  will  come 
of  it. 

NORTH  OHIO  DISTRICT: -Elman  L.  Jackson,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

When  the  spirit  of  God  burns  deep  in  the  hearts 
of  men  who  hold  the  Holy  Priesthood,  then  can  the 
world  advance  in  the  principles  of  truth,  knowledge, 
and  righteousness.  When  this  power  is  given  to  men 
and  they  let  it  lie  dormant  or  die,  there  will  follow 
transgression  and  condemnation. 

When  the  Church  or  Christ  is  on  earth  the  Priest¬ 
hood  is  here  inseparably  connected  with  the  powers 


Nona  Opal,  and  their  two  daughters  Connie  Maxine 
and  Betty  Lee  Heisley. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  the  new  missionaries  to 
our  ranks  and  bid  Godspeed  to  those  who  by  transfer 
or  release  have  been  taken  from  us. 

We  send  our  best  wishes  to  you  all  in  the  mission 
field. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 

Keith  P.  Bodily,  from  Preston,  Idaho,  to  W.  Iowa  Dist. 
Merrill  Dalton  Hubbard,  from  Grace,  Ida.,  to  S.  Illinois. 
Rex  Loyal  Pond,  from  Lewiston,  Utah,  to  E.  Iowa  Dist. 
Tresa  Anderson,  from  Duncan,  Arizona,  to  S.  Ohio  Dist. 
Harold  L.  Bartlett,  from  Zurich,  Mont.,  to  N.  Illinois. 
Ruth  Beda  Erikson,  from  Salt  Lake  City,  to  East  Iowa. 
Ephriam  B.  Pectol,  from  Torrey,  Utah,  to  South  Ohio. 

TRANSFERS 

Asa  Malan  Radley,  from  West  Iowa  to  North  Indiana. 
Vaughn  K.  Leavitt,  from  South  Ohio  to  East  Michigan. 
Gwain  Cluff,  from  North  Indiana  to  West  Iowa  District. 
Don  L.  Rushton,  from  East  Michigan  to  South  Ohio. 
Eugenia  Brinton,  from  South  Illinois  to  Mission  Office. 
Don  L.  Bloomfield,  from  South  Illinois  to  North  Ohio. 
Rollo  N.  Bulkley,  from  North  Ohio  to  South  Illinois. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

J.  Berkley  Larsen  — President  North  Ohio  District. 
Eugenia  Brinton  — Mission  Recorder. 

RELEASES 

Nelva  Cook,  of  South  Indiana -Home,  Syracuse,  Utah. 
Ada  Beth  Swain,  of  West  Iowa -Home,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 


Ferrel  E.  Carter,  of  East  Iowa  — Home,  Ogden,  Utah. 
Clariece  Craner,  of  S.  Indiana  — Home,  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 
Lucy  Godfrey,  of  South  Ohio  — Home,  Murray,  Utah. 
Evelyn  R.  Clawson,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Berkeley, 
California. 

Elman  L.  Jackson,  of  North  Ohio  — Home,  Beaver,  Utah. 

LEWIS  H.  LLOYD,  Mission  Secretary. 


East  Central  States  Mission 

William  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  President 


VRGINIA  EAST  DISTRICT: -Delmar  E.  Simpson,  Pres. 

The  members  of  the  Virginia  East  District  climaxed 
their  years  activities  when  they  met  in  an  inter¬ 
district  M.  I.  A.  conference  and  talent  contest  held 
April  23,  in  Petersburg,  Virginia.  This  conference  and 
contest  was  the  third  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  this 
district  during  the  M.  I.  A.  year  of  38-39.  These 
contests  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a 
high  type  of  social  leadership,  and  the  talents  of  the 
youth  of  the  Church,  through  competitive  talent 
contests. 

The  contest  consisted  of  prepared  speaking,  ex¬ 
temporaneous  speaking,  quartette  work  and  poetry. 
The  members  of  the  district  have  rallied  to  the  cause 
and  have  given  their  full  support  to  the  M.  I.  A. 
activities.  Petersburg  having  the  highest  number  of 
points  at  the  end  of  the  series  of  contests  was  awarded 
the  Green  and  Gold  Banner  for  the  year  of  1938  and 
1939. 

The  first  contest  was  held  in  the  Richmond  Branch; 
the  talent  there  displayed  was  very  encouraging.  The 
second  was  held  in  the  Norfolk  Branch,  and  was  given 
the  support  of  the  district  membership.  The  talent 
shown  there  was  a  great  improvement  over  that  of  the 
first  contest  and  the  competition  was  greater;  but 
judging  from  the  talents  and  ability  displayed,  the 
activities  of  the  year  were  truly  climaxed  in  the  last 
contest  held  at  Petersburg. 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  the  development  that  has 
been  attained  during  the  past  few  months.  The  young 
contestants  have  established  within  their  hearts  a  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  truth  of  the  restored  Gospel,  and  have 
developed  talents  that  might  otherwise  have  re¬ 
mained  hidden.  The  contests  have  provided  the  ideal 
place  and  opportunity  for  the  expression  of  this 
knowledge  and  exercise  of  talents.  The  competitive 
spirit  has  created  the  interest  and  the  program  as  a 
whole  has  brought  the  young  and  old  alike  into 
joyous  participation  in  worthwhile  recreational  and 
social  activities,  to  the  end  that  each  individual  may 
reach  a  more  wholesome,  and  higher  plane  of  living. 
The  M.  I.  A.  activities  in  this  district  during  the 
past  year  have  done  a  great  deal  to  fulfill  the  words 
of  the  Savior,  "I  am  come  that  ye  might  have  life 
and  that  ye  might  have  it  more  abundantly." 

VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT: -Allan  C.  Woolley,  Pres. 

The  past  month  has  been  one  of  joy  and  happiness1 
for  the  missionaries  of  the  Virginia  West  District. 

Elders  Harris  and  Hoyal  have  met  with  much  success 
in  the  city  of  Danville;  Sisters  Lorna  Hull  and  LaVonne 
Nance  have  made  much  progress  in  the  Back  Creek 
section.  They  report  nine  books  of  Mormon  loaned  in 
one  day.  Elders  Curtis  and  Myers  have  enjoyed 
their  labors  and  Elders  Lester  and  Dial  also  have  ac¬ 
complished  much  good  in  their  district. 

Elder  Leo  D.  Sanders  and  Elder  Allan  C.  Woolley, 
spent  some  of  the  month  touring  the  district.  Whilei 
making  this  trip  they  stopped  at  the  homes  of  a' 
number  of  members  and  friends  who  haven't  been  in 
contact  with  the  missionaries  for  a  number  of  years. 
These  very  brief  visits  meant  much  to  the  people  as 
well  to  the  Elders.  Quoting  from  the  report:  "As  we  sat 
around  their  open  fireplaces  in  the  crude  homes 
and  listened  to  their  testimonies  of  the  restored  Gos¬ 


pel,  tears  were  brought  to  our  eyes.  We  began  to 
realize  the  many  blessings  that  have  been  ours  during 
our  past  lives.  We  were  reminded  of  some  of  the 
opportunities  that  we  have  in  the  organizations  and 
fail  to  use  to  best  advantage.  These  kind  people 
cherish  their  testimonies  and  would  rather  die  than 
give  up  the  truth  they  possess." 

WEST  VIRGINIA  SOUTH  DISTRICT Granl  P.  Grandy, 
President. 

The  M.  I.  A.  this  month  sponsored  many  outstanding 
events.  On  April  24,  the  Bluefield  branch  held  a 
well  attended  banquet,  and  an  evening  of  entertainment, 
including  a  one-act  play.  At  Charleston  on  May  5, 
6,  and  7,  a  three-day  M.  I.  A.  district  convention  was 
held,  with  the  Huntington,  Bluefield,  Logan  and 
Charleston  branches  participating.  Friday  night  two 
one-act  plays  were  presented  to  a  crowd  of  nearly 
300  people. 

On  Saturday  night  a  dinner  dance  was  held  which 
was  attended  by  150  people,  who  enjoyed  an  evening 
of  dancing  and  entertainment.  Under  the  leadership 
of  the  M.  I.  A.  officers  in  this  district  many  fine 
young  people  are  being  shown  that  recreation  of  this 
type  can  be  clean  and  wholesome.  The  orchestra 
leader  paid  high  tribute  to  the  conduct  of  those  attend¬ 
ing  and  said  it  was  the  first  dance  for  which  he  had 
played  where  there  was  neither  smoking  nor  drinking. 
By  such  conduct  all  participating  become  missionaries 
in  the  great  cause  we  represent. 

On  Sunday  three  well  attended  sessions  of  conference 
were  held.  Here  again  representative  people  of  each 
branch  participated.  Our  beloved  Mission  President 
and  Mother  were  with  us  and  also  Elder  George 
Albert  Smith,  of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve. 

After  the  afternoon  session  of  conference  three  worthy 
people  were  baptized  into  the  Kingdom  of  God,  by 
Elder  Wilford  Bigelow.  Those  taking  this  important 
step  were  Edith  Adkins,  Beatrice  Moore  and  Alfred 
Bradshaw.  We  congratulate  them  in  this  necessary 
step  and  pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  ever  be 
their  guide. 

As  a  fitting  conference  conclusion  the  missionaries 
remained  together  over  Monday  and  many  timely  in¬ 
structions  were  given  them  by  Elder  Smith.  A  party 
Monday  night  in  honor  of  the  missionaries  leaving  us 
climaxed  four  of  the  happiest  and  most  inspirational 
days  we  have  spent  in  a  long  time. 

WEST  VIRGNIA  NORTH  DISTRICT  :-E.  Jay  Whiling, 
President. 

With  the  coming  of  spring  and  making  plans  for  our 
summer  labors  and  our  many  other  activities,  the 
month  of  April  was  a  busy  month  for  the  West 
Virginia  North  District.  On  April  14,  15,  16,  in 

McMechen  we  held  our  annual  M.  I.  A.  convention. 
Starting  on  the  14,  was  the  banquet.  Decorations  with 
the  M.  I.  A.  colors  carried  out  the  slogan,  "By  love 
serve  one  another."  Eighty  people  were  in  attendance 
and  all  feel  that  our  entire  convention  was  a  success. 
On  Saturday  the  15th,  in  McMecham  chapel  the  con¬ 
tests  were  held  in  which  all  the  branches  were  rep¬ 
resented.  That  night  we  held  our  one-act  plays  and 
after  this  a  dance  was  given  by  the  McMechan  branch. 
Sunday  the  16th,  we  held  two  very  fine  sessions  of 
conference.  We  were  very  happy  to  have  Sister 
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Virginia  Riches  and  her  companion  Vera  Healey  with  us. 

EAST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Herbert  L.  Tracy,  Pres. 

As  the  month  of  April  drew  to  a  close  and  May 
opened  with  its  buds  and  flowers  it  found  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  East  Kentucky  District  completing  their 
winter  activities  and  preparing  to  step  into  summer 
work  with  renewed  vigor  and  determination  to  forge 
full  speed  ahead  in  spreading  the  Gospel  of  our 
Savior. 

In  reviewing  our  past  winter's  work  we  feel  that  the 
M.  I.  A's.  of  Winchester  and  Harlan  are  worthy  of 
honorable  mention  for  their  splendid  success  and 
achievements  as  new  organizations  in  this  district. 
They  have,  during  the  winter  months,  laid  a  most 
worthy  foundation  upon  which  to  build  in  the  future. 
They  have  developed  the  talents  of  members  and 
brought  the  Gospel  in  its  true  light  to  a  number 
of  those  earnestly  searching  for  the  truth. 

On  April  16,  six  Elders  met  at  Maysville  to  hold 
a  branch  conference  with  the  Saints  and  investigators 
of  Maysville  and  neighboring  communities.  In  spite 


everything  and  every  person  concerned  is  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  cause  of  righteousness. 

East  Tennessee  District  has  realized  concentrated 
efforts  by  the  missionaries,  both  the  local  represent¬ 
atives  and  the  traveling  missionaries,  for  the  reports 
show  a  decided  gain  in  comparison  with  previous 
periods.  It  is  the  desire  of  each  missionary  to  tie  up 
all  the  loose  ends  of  their  winter's  work,  that  partial 
accomplishments  will  not  blow  away  when  a  slight 
wind  occures  during  the  summer.  All  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  their  respective  fields  of  labor  report  an 
increase  in  interest.  On  April  23,  the  missionaries 
from  the  northern  portion  of  the  district  united  their 
minds  and  efforts  in  making  possible  a  splendid  two- 
session  branch  conference  at  Knoxville.  The  follow¬ 
ing  day  the  M.  I.  A.  conference  held  at  Slate  Springs, 
Crossville,  Tennessee,  proved  that  M.  I.  A.  can  mean 
"Mormonism  in  Action." 

Two  very  inspirational  and  instructive  sessions  of 
conference  were  held  in  the  district/  one  in  Chattan¬ 
ooga,  the  othfer  in  Kingsport,  Tennessee.  Apostle 


MISSIONARIES  OF  VIRGINIA  WEST  DISTRICT  AT  ANNUAL  M.  I.  A.  CONFERENCE  AND 
BANQUET  IN  ROANOKE,  VA.,  MARCH  18,  1939 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Allan  C.  Woolley.  Vard  G.  Harris,  Leo  Dee  Sanders,  Owen  Cox. 
Center  Row:  Donna  Lewis,  Helen  Moffit,  Mission  President  Wm.  T.  Tew,  Jr.,  Lorna  Hull, 
LaVonne  Nance,  Virginia  Riches,  Merlene  Tew. 

Back  Row:  Lynn  Culimore,  Sherman  Dangerfield,  Robert  Buawell,  Vernon  H.  Peterson,  Wayne 
Curtis,  Marion  Lester. 


of  a  down  pour  of  rain  a  large  crowd  attended,  and 
the  enthusiasm  expressed  by  the  members  shows  this 
newly  organized  Sunday  School  to  be  progressing 
nicely  and  well  on  the  road  to  success.  What  better 
way  have  we  of  spreading  the  Gospel  than  through 
well  organized,  smooth  functioning  organizations?  Keep 
them  in  the  limelight  that  people  may  see  our  good 
works  and  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

WEST  KENTUCKY  DISTRICT:  -  Clair  Turley,  Presideni. 

The  third  time  that  Jesus  showed  himself  to  his 

disciples  after  he  had  risen  from  the  dead  he  three 

times  asked  of  Peter:  "Simon  Peter,  son  of  Jonas, 

lovest  thou  me,  more  than  these?  Peter  answering 
him  said,  yea,  Lord  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee, 
He  saith  unto  Peter,  then  feed  my  sheep."  Thus  are 
the  missionaries  sent  forth  into  the  world  to  give 
the  Gospel  unto  the  children  of  Christ. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  May,  the  missionaries  of  West 
Kentucky  met  with  the  office  force  in  Louisville  to  re¬ 
ceive  some  very  helpful  advice  given  by  President 
William  T.  Tew  and  Apostle  George  Albert  Smith. 
After  which  we  held  a  very  enjoyable  conference. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT: -Rodney  S.  Corbridge, 
President. 

There  is  a  bright  side  to  missionary  work  when 


George  Albert  Smith  and  President  William  T.  Tew 
gave  the  people  much  food  for  thought  along  spiritual 
lines. 

WEST  TENNESSEE  DISTRICT:  -  Hubert  C.  Lambert, 
President. 

In  this  district  during  the  month  of  April  we  wel¬ 
comed  six  new  members  into  the  fold  through  the 
waters  of  baptism. 

We  were  pleased  to  welcome  Elder  George  Albert 
Smith  into  our  district  on  April  29,  and  30.  We  held 
a  very  inspirational  missionary  meeting  in  Memphis 
during  which  Elder  Smith  and  President  Tew  gave 
us  some  timely  instructions  and  warnings.  All  three 
sessions  of  conference  here  were  well  attended  and 
everybody  went  their  way  spiritually  enriched.  The 
Nashville  M.  I.  A.  closed  a  very  successful  year  with 
a  banquet  held  at  Shacklett's  Caffeteria.  About  75 
percent  of  those  present  were  friends  and  investigators. 
The  next  day  after  the  banquet  a  three-session  branch 
conference  was  held  and  well  attended.  We  were 
honored  by  the  presence  of  President  Tew  at  both  the 
banquet  and  the  conference. 

On  April  9,  the  Nashville  branch  put  on  a  very 
successful  Easter  program.  Many  members  and  some 
investigators  participated  in  it. 
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Elders  Ralph  Patterson  and  Courtney  Brewer  report 
much  success  in  showing  films  before  the  Exchange 
Club  at  Jackson.  Many  business  men  are  being  made 
friendly  through  this  contact. 

The  deaths  of  Brother  Henry  LeRoy  Stewart  of  Mem¬ 
phis  and  Sister  Amanda  Goad  of  Nashville  were 
being  mourned  by  their  friends  but  we  all  feel  that 
they  have  gone  to  a  better  place  beyond. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  EAST  DISTRICT: -Ralph  T.  Jones, 
President. 

"God  has  blessed  our  feeble  efforts,  and  the  seeds 
we've  sown  in  tears/ 

We  feel  that  they  are  growing  and  expanding  with 
the  years." 

The  progress  made  in  North  Carolina  East  District 
is  something  to  be  proud  of.  Truly  our  efforts  are 
"growing  and  expanding  with  the  years."  Perhaps 
a  brief  statistical  report  would  be  in  order.  We  give 
this  not  boastfully  but  humbly: 

There  are  approximately  2100  member?  of  the  Church 
in  this  district.  Six  complete  branch  organizations 
and  five  pre-branch  organizations,  which  will  soon  de¬ 
velop  into  branches.  There  are  fourteen  organized 
Sunday  Schools,  whose  attendance  for  March  was  82% 
Six  M.  I.  A.  organizations,  five  Relief  Societies  and 
seven  active  Primaries. 

That  the  Lord  is  blessing  these  Saints  can  be  seen, 
by  the  condition  that  has  shown  itself  in  the  Golds¬ 
boro  Branch.  By  comparing  the  tithing  payments 
of  the  first  four  months  of  this  year  respectively  withj 
those  of  last  year  we  find  the  amount  has  increased 
approximately  270%1  By  a  farther  check  it  will  be 


learned  that  the  tithing  paid  both  years  has  been  by 
practically  the  same  members.  More  than  this,  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  those,  or  most  of  them, 
who  paid  tithing,  both  this  year  and  last,  paid  an 
honest  tithe.  This  indeed,  is  a  testimony  to  the 
harvest  reaped  through  paying  an  honest  lithe.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  the  Saints  in  that  branch. 

Three  successful  conferences  were  held  at  Mount 
Zion,  Albertson,  and  Goldsboro.  All  were  well  attended, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us.  We  sincerely 
welcome  into  the  fold  Helen  Marie  Cahoon,  Florence 
Georgia  Cahoon,  Matildia  Forbes,  and  Marcella  Ann 
Forbes. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Marian  Janet  Hair,  from  Midway,  Utah,  Unassigned. 
Elwood  Warren  Hardy,  from  Bunkerville,  Nev.,  to  Va.  E. 
Jay  Woodfield  McEntire,  from  Huntsville,  U.,  to  Va.  W. 

TRANSFERS 

Charles  A.  Hughes,  from  W.  Va.  No.  to  W.  Tenn. 
Arlo  M.  Bodily,  from  W.  Va.  So.  to  W.  Kentuckey  Dist. 

RELEASES 

Mary  Lois  Andrews,  of  W.  Va.  So. -Home,  Driggs,  Ida. 
Verona  Houghton,  of  W.  Va.  So.  — Home,  Santaquin,  U. 
Lena  Page,  of  Va.  East  — Home,  Seattle,  Washington. 
Agnes  Bennett,  of  Office  — Home,  Holden,  Utah. 

Owen  J.  Barton,  of  Va.  E.  — Home,  Carey,  Idaho. 
Preston  C.  Affleck,  of  W.  Kentucky -Home,  Logan,  U. 
Leonard  Mikesell,  of  Va.  E.-Home,  Idaho  Falls,  Ida. 
Don  C.  Thoresen,  Va.  E.  — Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

C.  ROBERT  BISHOP,  Mission  Secretary. 


Eastern  States  Mission 

Frank  Evans,  President 


Through  the  faith  and  diligence  of  the  missionaries 
of  this  district,  we  are  happy  to  report  the  success  of 
our  labors.  A  baptismal  service  was  held  in  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  on  April  7th.  William  G.  Thorne,  Marion  Thorne 
and  Henrieiia  Maloney  were  led  info  the  waters  of 
baptism  by  Elder  Thomas  H.  Riggs,  Elder  F.  Briton 
McConkie  and  Elder  Eldon  Yorgason.  The  missionaries 
of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  set  as  a  goal  the  first  Sunday 
in  May  for  a  baptismal  service  and  worked  faithfully 
to  that  end.  As  a  result  a  very  impressive  service  was 
held,  conjointly  with  the  misionaries  from  the  Oneida 
District,  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  at  which  Elder  Willis 
F.  Nielson  and  Elder  Thomas  O.  Parker  baptized  Al¬ 
ford  Wright,  Ellen  Elizabeth  Bell  and  Frank  Earing. 
We  pray  God's  blessings  to  be  with  these  new  con¬ 
verts  in  this  glorious  step  they  have  taken. 

We  were  spiritually  uplifted  at  our  district  conference 
in  Elmira,  April  26th,  by  the  wonderful  words  of 
counsel  given  us  by  our  beloved  Mission  President. 
We  were  indeed  privileged  to  have  Elder  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  and  Sister  Smith  with  us  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  and  gained  a  great  deal  from  them. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  April,  1939,  the  missionaries 
of  the  Seneca  and  Cumorah  Districts  met  at  the  Peter 
Whitmer  Farm  in  Fayette,  New  York,  for  an  hour 
of  worship  in  hallowed  remembrance  of  the  events 
that  transpired  on  that  same  location  one  hundred  and 
nine  years  ago.  It  was  there  the  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  with  a  few  friends  met  to  organize  the  true 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  these  Latter  days.  In  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  corporate  laws  of  New  York,  six 
were  co-signers  to  establish  the  organization  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

In  the  very  room  that  Joseph  Smith  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  held  the  organization  service,  Brother  Eugene 
J.  Neff,  custodian  of  the  Bureau  of  Information  at  the 
Hill  Cumorah,  conducted  a  meeting  of  missionaries, 
and  Saints  to  commemorate  that  sacred  day.  Prior 
to  the  meeting,  the  group  listened  to  an  episode  of  the 


"rullness  of  Times"  re-enacting  the  time  that  dealt 
with  the  organization.  Brother  Neff  and  the  missionaries 
endeavored  to  have  the  meeting  as  similar  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  the  meeting  held  by  the  Prophet. 

CUMORAH  DISTRICT :-E.  Enwood  Thompson,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Box  125,  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 

District  conferences  have  been  held  in  three 
branches  of  this  district.  The  first  two  meetings  wer-j 
held  in  Rochester  and  Palmyra,  Sunday,  March  25,  and 
the  third  in  Buffalo,  April  24.  President  Evans  ie.. 
fine  messages  at  each  of  these  sessions  which  the 
Saints,  investigators  and  missionaries  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed.  A  lady  handed  a  note  to  President  Evans  after 
one  meeting  stating  that  the  remarks  on  faith  were  an 
inspiration  to  her  and  had  enabled  her  to  see  new 
light. 

A  very  splendid  Easter  program  was  held  in  Roches¬ 
ter  on  Easter  Sunday  at  which  the  Palmyra  Branch 
were  the  guests  of  the  local  branch.  The  outstanding 
part  of  the  program  was  the  cantata,  "Light  From 
The  Tomb,"  presented  by  a  mixed  chorus. 

The  missionaries  of  Palmyra,  Rochester  and  Can¬ 
andaigua  were  privileged  to  hold  a  missionary  meeting 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  25th  with  President  Evans  and 
Elder  and  Sister  Joseph  Fielding  Smith.  Much  ex¬ 
cellent  advice  and  counsel  was  given  which  will 
help  us  to  perform  our  duties  more  diligently  and 
effectively.  We  missionaries  of  the  Cumorah  District 
will  strive  at  all  times  to  live  up  to  the  qualifications 
for  the  labors  in  the  ministry  as  set  forth  in  Section 
4  of  the  Doc.  &  Cov.  and  the  rewards  that  will  be 
received  by  those  who  hearken  unto  it  will  lead  us  on 
to  greater  endeavor. 

HUDSON  DISTRICT  .--Clyde  R.  Ifoagland,  President, 
219  Third  St.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

"In  the  midst  of  this  war  of  words  and  tumult  of 
opinions,  I  often  said  to  myself;  What  is  to  be  done? 
Who  of  all  these  parties  are  right  or,  are  they  all 
wrong  together?  If  any  one  of  them  be  right,  which 
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is  it,  and  how  shall  I  know  it?"  So  wrote  the 
Prophet  Joseph  in  describing  his  early  feelings  regard¬ 
ing  the  various  religions.  Last  week  Elders  Hoagland 
and  Mason  contacted  a  young  man  in  the  same  frame 
of  mind.  Having  heard  the  story  of  Joseph  Smith,  he 
compared  his  own  attitude  towards  religion  with  that 
of  the  Prophet.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  learn  more 
about  the  restored  Gospel  and  purchased  a  Book  of 
Mormon  with  enthusiasm  and  seemed  glad  to  get 
every  pamphlet  that  was  available. 

Sister  Betty  Peery  and  Sister  Phyllis  Bennett,  with  the 
assistance  of  Miss  Constance  Van  Frank,  report  con¬ 
tinued  success  with  their  Primary  work  in  Newburgh. 
An  egg  hunt  was  held  for  their  pupils  during  the 
Easter  season. 

The  Newburgh  Branch  recently  held  a  "Misfit  Party" 
that  went  over  favorably  with  the  members  and  in¬ 
vestigators  alike.  It  was  sponsored  by  the  branch 
Relief  Society. 

A  tour  of  the  district  has  just  been  made  by 
Elder  Hoagland  and  Elder  Fred  P.  Mason.  They 
report  a  series  of  most  interesting  visits  which 
proved  strengthening  to  both  the  isolated  members  and 
the  missionaries.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  comfort 
these  faithful  souls  who  are  so  separated  from  the 
organized  branches  of  the  Church.  May  they  in  other 
ways  be  spiritually  fed. 

CAPITAL  DISTRICT:  -  Abram  H.  Cannon,  President, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

As  a  climax  to  the  stay  of  full-time  missionaries 
in  Baltimore  of  the  Capital  District  a  baptism  was  held 
April  16.  At  this  time  Elder  Raymond  L.  Sudweeks 
and  Elder  Dick  L.  Jackson  had  the  privilege  of  bring¬ 
ing  five  souls  into  the  fold  through  the  waters  of 
baptism.  We  welcome  into  the  Church  the  fol¬ 
lowing  and  extend  to  them  the  hand  of  fellowship : 
William  F.  Wolfe,  Alma  Irene  Wolfe,  Roy  Lee  High¬ 
lander,  Raymond  Earl  Hill,  Jr.  and  Marianna  Lillian 
Kleis. 

Elders  Sudweeks  and  Jackson  are  the  only  full  time 
missionaries  in  the  Capital  District  and  are  now  being 
transferred  to  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  continue  the 
fine  work  they  have  done  in  Baltimore.  A  corps  of 
part-time  missionaries  is  now  organized  to  carry  on  the 
work  throughout  the  Washington,  D.  C.  region  and 
are  meeting  with  excellent  success. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Benjamine  A.  Leatham,  from  Rexburg,  Ida.,  to  Cumorah. 
TRANSFERS 

Helen  Hirschi,  from  Seneca  to  Onieda  District. 


Phyllis  Bennett,  from  Hudson  to  Onieda  District. 
Betty  Peery,  from  Hudson  to  Seneca  District. 

Gerald  Andrus,  from  Erie  Dist.  to  Onieda  District. 
Eldon  J.  Yorgason,  from  Cumorah  Dist.  to  Erie  Dist. 
Barbara  Brinton,  from  East  Penn  to  Erie  Dist. 

Fred  P.  Mason,  from  Hudson  Dist.  to  New  Jersey  Dist. 
James  M.  Hobbs,  from  Blue  Ridge  to  East  Penn  Dist. 
Harold  I.  Hansen,  from  East  Penn  to  Special  Assignment. 
F.  Thayne  Bateman,  from  Cumorah  to  Blue  Ridge  Dist. 
Paul  W.  Fife,  from  Champlain  to  Cumorah  District. 

Paul  J.  Bates,  from  Champlain  to  West  Penn  District. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Thomas  H.  Riggs  — Assistant  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Priesthood  Supervisor. 

James  M.  Hobbs  -  President  of  East  Penn  District. 

F.  Thayne  Bateman -President  of  Blue  Ridge  District. 

RELEASES 

Isobel  G.  Erikson,  of  Erie  Dist.  — Home,  Rexburg  Ida. 

M.  BRENT  RICHARDS,  Mission  Secretary. 


Sportsmanship  Award 


By  a  vote  of  the  players  themselves,  the  seven 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.  churches  entered  in  the  Junior  Men's 
Sunday  School  basketball  league  recently  awarded  the 
annual  Sportsmanship  Trophy  to  participants  from  the* 
"Mormon"  Church.  The  award  was  made  following 
the  voting,  which  was  done  by  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  teams  on  the  basis  of  good  sportsmanship 
during  the  entire  season,  at  a  banquet  held  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  Mormon  team  won  the 
first  half  of  the  season's  play  and  placed  high  in  the 
final  analysis,  while  last  year  they  won  the  whole 
season's  contest. 

This  award  for  good  sportsmanship  accorded  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  by  members  of  other  churches  in  Palmyra 
is  significant,  for  this  village  in  western  New  York 
is  widely  celebrated  as  the  "Birthplace  of  Mormonism," 
yet  during  the  early  days  of  the  Church,  Palmyrians 
generally  looked  with  disfavor  upon  the  organization 
which  has  since  been  called  "the  American  church." 
Even  today  there  are  only  a  few  followers  of  the 
Palmyra  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  living  in  that  com¬ 
munity,  though  there  are  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
million  adherents  to  Mormonism  throughout  the  world. 

SHERMAN  S.  BRINTON,  Publicity  Director. 


California  Mission 

W.  Aird  Macdonald,  President 


SAN  FRANCISCO  :-E.  Wayne  Taylor,  President,  Mor¬ 
mon  Tabernacle,  Golden  Gate  Exposition,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

A  rare  and  unique  opportunity  is  afforded  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  California  Mission  in  the  Golden  Gate 
International  Exposition.  Here  we  have  combined 
with  the  rich  educational  advantages  of  a  great  ex¬ 
position  the  pleasure  of  telling  the  inquiring  and 
curious  world  the  story  of  Mormonism. 

As  tools  we  have  first,  a  replica  of  the  Tabernacle 
which  is  used  as  an  Auditorium  to  seat  fifty  people. 
In  it  we  give  organ  recitals  and  lectures  accompanied 
by  slides  portraying  the  highlights  in  our  story. 
Secondly,  we  have  a  scale  model  of  the  Tabernacle 
with  a  section  of  the  roof  removed  so  as  to  show 
the  roof  construction  and  the  interior.  Church  literature 
is  distributed  to  those  who  desire  and  opportunities 
are  afforded  for  questions  and  conversations  following 
each  lecture. 

To  date  we  have  entertained  some  40,000  people 
with  both  lectures  and  organ  recitals.  To  further 


extend  our  efforts  in  creating  good  fellowship  with  all 
men,  Elder  .William  Richards  gives  a  weekly  organ 
recital  which  is  broadcast  from  the  Temple  of  Religion 
Chapel  at  the  Fair. 

Innumerable  are  the  comments  of  people  who  thrill 
at  our  message.  Many  times  do  we  receive  comments 
from  people  whose  tear-stained  eyes  shine  with  a 
joy  and  a  thanksgiving  of  having  heard  our  beautiful 
message  of  peace  and  love.  At  one  ses¬ 

sion  when  the  missionary  ended  his  message 
in  these  words,  "Founded  and  guided  by  Rev¬ 
elation  it  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  So  it  is 

named.  So  it  proclaims  itself!",  a  woman  came  to 
the  missionary  and  with  tears  in  her  eyes  she  said, 

"All  my  life  I  have  been  looking  for  the  truth.  This 
must  be  it  I" 

We  have  enjoyed  the  visits  of  many  Church  leaders, 
among  whom  were  President  and  Sister  David  O. 
McKay,  Elder  and  Sister  Stephen  L  Richards,  and 
many  others,  all  of  whom  expressed  their  approval  of 
the  work  being  done.  Governor  and  Mrs.  Henry 
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H.  Blood  also  visited  us  and  were  favorably  im¬ 
pressed. 

With  such  experiences  as  these  we  feel  more  de¬ 
termined  each  day  to  tell  the  story  and  achievements 
of  Mormonism  in  music,  word  and  picture,  in  all 
humility,  that  the  power  of  its  truth  may  be  made 
manifest  by  the  spirit.  We  would  like  the  world  to 
know  that  the  story,  the  achievements  and  the  character 
of  Mormonism  are  things  of  which  all  who  bear  the 
name  of  Mormon  may  well  be  proud. 

SANTA  BARBARA  DISTRICT: -A.  Leroy  Hunsaker, 
President,  935  Spring  St.,  Santa  Barbara,  California. 

The  missionaries  here  are  studying  the  formation 
of  the  Standard  Works  of  the  Church.  This  month 
they  are  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  New  Testament  and  some  of  its  characters. 

Two  more  good  people  were  baptized  into  the 


MISSIONARIES  OF  SHASTA  DISTRICT, 
CALIFORNIA  MISSION 

Left  to  Right: — Front  Row:  Bruce  Heggie,  James 

Hellewell. 

Center  Row:  Frank  Coleman.  Ruth  Oakley, 

Evelyn  Epperson,  District  President  Vernal  E. 

Peterson. 

Back  Row:  Earl  N.  Klingler,  Walter  Ashby, 

O’Ryan  Gull. 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Brother 
Clyde  Otis  Switzer  of  Santa  Barbara  and  Sister  Norma 
Nadine  Brunner  of  Oxnard. 

Santa  Maria  is  bearing  some  savory  fruits.  Elders 
Gee,  Glover,  Duke,  and  Reeder  laboring  there  are 
thrilled  with  the  prospects.  In  Oxnard  we  have 
Elders  Johnson  and  Cornia;  in  Ventura,  Sisters  Ebert 
and  Dudley/  in  Santa  Barbara,  Sisters  Robison  and 
Trejo  and  Elder  Fairbanks  and  President  Hunsaker. 

The  sweetest  spirit  that  could  characterize  a  branch  is 
felt  in  Ventura  as  a  result  of  weekley  dinners  given  by 
the  building  committee.  The  dinners  have  proved  a 
financial  sucess  as  well. 

SHASTA  DISTRICT: -Vernal  E.  Peterson,  President, 
1069  East  Street,  Redding,  California. 

Due  to  the  unfeigned  efforts  and  most  humble 
prayers  of  the  missionaries,  seven  souls  were  received 
into  the  true  and  everlasting  covenant,  through  the 
waters  of  baptism.  They  are  Sisters  Mabel  Smith,  Mabel 
Lea  Baker,  Ellen  Marie  Hunt  and  Roy  Oleo  Jensen  of 
Willows,  Mance  Vaught  and  Walter  Paul  Leavitt  of 
Placerville. 

Elders  Hellewell  and  Coleman  were  called  to  ad¬ 
minister  to  a  lady  who  manifested  great  faith  in  the 
administration,  and  upon  a  return  visit  found  her 
much  improved  and  desiring  to  be  baptized  as  soon 
as  her  health  will  permit.  They  also  feel  that  they 
are  making  progress  in  breaking  down  the  barrier  that 
has  been  impeding  their  work  in  the  past.  They  are 
receiving  more  invitations  in  and  fewer  rebuffs  at  the 
doors. 


Elders  Klinger  and  Gull  are  meeting  with  much 
success  in  their  Sunday  School  work  in  Red  Bluff  and 
contemplate  having  a  completely  organized  school  soon. 

To  Sisters  Epperson  and  Oakley  much  praise  and. 
credit  is  due  for  the  splendid  work  they  are  carrying 
on  in  Chico.  The  past  month  they  have  lead  the 
district  in  trading  and  visiting  invesitgators  and  are 
being  rewarded  greatly  for  their  labors. 

SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT: -3705  10th,  St.,  San  Diego, 
California. 

We  are  proud  to  report  that  the  work  of  the  Lord 
is  steadily  increasing  in  this  part  of  his  vineyard. 
Although  our  number  of  missionaries  has  been  de¬ 
creased  somewhat  during  the  past  two  months,  we  who 
remain  here  feel  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
success  we  are  enjoying. 

Elders  J.  Wendell  Skinner  and  Stephen  M.  Bennion 
are  doing  a  fine  work  at  Laguna  Beach,  both  in 
their  Sunday  School  and  in  their  Sacrament  meeting. 
They  report  of  several  investigators  who  will  soon 
be  baptized. 

Elders  Emmett  Bennett  and  Chadwin  Burbidge  who 
are  laboring  in  Escondido  also  have  a  Sunday  School 
and  a  Sacrament  meeting  under  their  supervision  that 
are  well  attended  by  both  Saints  and  investigators. 
Elder  Alexander  M.  Rosevear  is  now  laboring  with 
President  Graham  in  and  about  San  Diego. 

Sisters  Mirriam  Whitehead  and  Doreen  Cluff  are  fol¬ 
lowing  up  the  work  in  East  San  Die  go  and  report 
that  their  investigators  are  studying  diligently  and 
humbly  to  know  the  truth  of  our  glorious  Gospel. 

In  San  Diego  Sister  Doris  Porter  is  laboring  with 
Sister  Hazel  Petersen  who  has  just  arrived  from  Salt 
Lake  and  whose  husband  is  now  laboring  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Shasta  District.  Sisters  Gladys  Farraway  and 
DeEeta  Burr  are  laboring  in  Coronado.  These  Sisters 
are  opening  up  new  districts  and  we  know  that  with  the 
Lord's  help  much  can  be  accomplished  by  them. 

NEVADA  DISTRICT :  -  Glendale  Mourifson,  President, 
347  Ralston  Si.,  Reno,  Nevada. 

"Wherefore,  it  is  an  abridgment  of  the  record  of  the 
people  of  Nephi,  and  also  of  the  Lamanites,  written 
to  the  Lamanites,  who  are  a  remnant  of  the  House 
of  Israel;  and  also  to  the  Jew  and  to  the  Gentile.  .  .  . 
Which  is  to  show  unto  the  remnant  of  the  House  of 
Israel  what  great  things  the  Lord  has  done  for  their 
fathers,-  and  that  they  may  know  the  covenants  of  the 
Lord,  that  they  may  not  be  cast  off  forever." —  Pre¬ 
face  to  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

As  an  answer  to  the  above  statements.  Another 
golden  link  was  welded  in  the  chain  of  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  the  House  of  Israel,  when  at  a  beautiful  bap¬ 
tismal  service,  held  at  Moana  hot-springs,  three  La- 
manite  children,  Perhelia  Pearl,  Yvonne  Delores,  and 
Ray  Peters,  Jr.  accepted  the  covenant  and  were  con¬ 
firmed  members  of  the  Church.  President  Nathan  T. 
Hurst  of  the  District  Presidency,  pronounced  a  won¬ 
derful  blessing  upon  the  head  of  Ray  Peters,  Jr.,  prom¬ 
ising  him  that  he  would  stand  as  a  Savior  on  Mt. 
Zion  to  the  scattered  remnants  of  his  people.  Tressie 
Marie  Prothero,  Jesse  Spurgeon  McGraw,  and  Lewis 
Barker  were  also  baptized.  We  thrill  with  these  new 
brethren  and  sisters  at  this  eventful  happening  in  their 
lives  and  sincerely  pray  that  they  may  fully 
prize  this  new  birth  and  keep  their  lives  unspotted 
from  the  sins  of  the  world. 

LOS  ANGELES  DISTRICT: -Ariel  B.  Chatterion,  Presi¬ 
dent,  2067  So.  Hobart  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

From  the  beautiful  enviornmental  surroundings  of 
the  Los  Angeles  District  in  Sunny  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  comes  this  report  of  several  faith-promoting 
experiences  witnessed  by  missionaries  privileged  to 
labor  in  this  vicinity. 

Recently,  during  a  morning  of  trading,  Sisters 
Lola  Thornley  and  Beth  Paxman  were  met  at  a  door 
by  a  lady  who,  upon  hearing  their  message,  invited 
them  in,  and  with  tears  in  her  eyes  testified  they 
had  surely  come  in  answer  to  her  prayers.  She  and 
her  husband  are  now  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon 
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according  to  Moroni  10:4  and  will  soon  be  able  to 
add  their  testimonies  to  the  many  which  have  been 
born  that  God  is  again  speaking  and  has  restored 
his  Gospel  to  earth. 

The  testimony  that  God  does  guide  his  servants  was 
indeed  made  known  to  Elders  Dale  Brown  and  Hal¬ 
bert  Keller  when  they  were  guided  to  the  home  of  a 
grief-stricken  mother.  She  is  crippled  for  life  by  a 
recent  accident,  divorced  from  her  husband,  in  a 
world  without  relatives,  and  grieves  the  death  of  her 
two  young  children  by  disease  and  the  tragic  death 
of  an  older  daughter  who  was  murdered.  With  tears  in 
her  eyes  she  faced  the  two  Elders  and  wept  for  joy 
over  the  beautiful  message  and  comfort  of  the  restored 
Gospel.  She  has  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  feels  as 
do  we  that  she  has  a  great  work  here  on  earth  yet 
to  do. 

President  and  Sister  Macdonald  recently  returned 
from  Conference  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  are  now  lour¬ 
ing  the  mission,  giving  encouragement  and  appreciated 
instructions  to  missionaries  and  members  of  the 
branches.  We  pray  for  their  safe  return  to  us. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Henry  M.  Croft,  from  Afton,  Wyo.,  to  Fresno  Dist. 
Elmer  Deed  Peery,  from  Willard,  Utah,  to  Nevada. 
Mrs.  Hazel  L.  Peterson,  from  Montpelier,  Ida.,  to  San 

Diego  District. 


TRANSFERS 

Zella  P.  Putnam,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  Bakersfield. 
Gladys  Farraway,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  San  Diego. 
Michael  A.  Seat,  from  Imperial  Valley  to  Fresno. 
David  W.  Knight,  from  San  Diego  to  Nevada  District. 
Keith  Keller,  from  Fresno  to  San  Francisco  Fair. 
Wendell  S.  Noble,  from  San  Francisco  Fair  to  Los 
Angeles. 

Clyde  W.  Gardner,  from  Nevada  to  San  Francisco  Fair. 
H.  Ralph  Hoggan,  from  San  Francisco  Fair  to  Santa 
Barbara  District. 

Helen  Mar  Carter,  from  Monterey  to  Santa  Barbara. 
Edna  Brimhall,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Monterey. 

Opal  Trejo,  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Los  Angeles  Dist. 
Milton  J.  Rasmussen,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Bakersfield. 
Elton  L.  Morrill,  from  Bakersfield  to  Fresno  District. 
Angelina  DeVroom,  from  Los  Angeles  to  Monterey. 
APPOINTMENTS 

J.  Lewis  Johnson  — President  of  Fresno  District. 
RELEASES 

Bert  M.  Crump,  of  Imperial  Valley  — Home,  Riverton,  U. 
Pres.  J.  Rosco  Hunt,  of  Fresno  — Home,  Lehi,  Utah. 
Edgar  C.  Henkel,  of  Arizona -Home,  Salt  Lake  City,  U. 
Edward  Wm.  Johnson,  of  Arizona  — Home,  Sugar  City, 
Idaho. 

DeEsta  Burr,  of  San  Diego -Home,  Susanville,  Nev. 
Corma  Gamble,  of  Monterey  Bay  — Home,  Preston  Ida. 


Southern  States  Mission 

Merrill  D.  Clayson,  President 


WEST  FLORIDA  DISTRICT  :-L.  Kay  Guymon,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of. 
Christ  the  following:  Callis  Evans  Walker,  Jewell 
Christine  Walker,  baptized  by  Elder  H.  O.  Walker,* 
Audra  Rebecca  Peacock,  Nettie  Lee  Peacock  and  Dar¬ 
rell  Pierce  Evans,  baptized  by  Elder  L.  Kay  Guymon. 

The  Elders  and  Saints  of  the  West  Florida  District 
have  been  enjoying  many  outstanding,  faith-promoting 
incidents  during  the  past  months. 

Elders  William  Emerson  Cox  and  Harry  E.  Snow 
who  are  laboring  in  Tallahassee  report  the  following: 
"While  visiting  investigators  one  morning  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  healing  came  up.  They  told  us  of  a  lady  who 
was  in  the  hospital.  The  doctors  had  given  up  all  hop© 
for  her  recovery  and  said  it  would  be  just  a  matter 
of  hours  until  she  would  pass  away.  Her  minister 
had  been  there  and  had  given  her  up  saying  she 
had  no  chance. 

Our  investigators  were  very  good  friends  of  this 
lady  and  were  firm  believers  in  prayer.  They  asked 
us  to  administer  to  the  lady,  which  we  did.  She  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  get  better  and  when  we  called 
back  three  weeks  later  she  was  leaving  the  hospital. 
Upon  entering  the  room  her  whole  face  became  a 
smile.  She  said  we  had  given  her  something  no  one 
else  had  and  that  it  was  the  most  spiritual  feast  she 
had  ever  enjoyed." 

Elders  Vernon  B.  Parker  and  Don  F.  Robertson  who 
are  laboring  in  Pensacola  report  the  following  experi¬ 
ence  they  had  while  tracting:  "After  offering  a  prayer 
for  guidance  we  approached  our  first  house  of  the 
morning.  Upon  presenting  the  story  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  to  the  lady  of  the  house,  and  explaining 
the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  she  seemed 
very  interested.  She  asked  where  she  could  get  such 
a  book  as  she  wanted  to  read  it.  She  stated  that  she 
believed  the  heavens  were  no  longer  sealed  and  that 
there  was  such  a  thing  as  heavenly  visions.  We  are 
reminded  of  the  words  of  the  Savior  when  He  said: 
'My  sheep  shall  know  my  voice.'  " 

Elders  Wayne  E.  Carroll  and  Ned  W.  Woodruff  who 
are  laboring  out  of  Baker,  Florida  are  indeed  having 
success  in  their  labors.  Elder  Woodruff  writes:  "Out 


here  to  our  astonishment  we  are  invited  into  every 
home.  Many  times  all  we  have  to  do  is  drive  up  in 

our  car  and  by  the  time  we  get  out  we  will  hear 

someone  say,  'You  all  get  out  and  come  in.'  Almost 

everyone  knows  us  and  when  we  drive  up  invite 
us  in  to  teach  them  the  Gospel." 

Elders  Montie  Snow  and  J.  Keith  Gudmundsen  who 
are  laboring  in  Panama  City  report  that  their  meetings 
are  now  overflowing:  "We  can't  get  them  all  in  the 
homes."  All  of  their  investigators  are  on  regular 
weekly  appointments  which  has  proved  to  be  a  great 
help  to  their  work. 

Elders  Merrill  Wm.  Howard  and  Collins  E.  Hassell 

who  are  laboring  in  Marianna  find  that  they  can't  keep 
enough  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  on  hand.  "We 
now  have  approximately  50  copies  out  and  a  place  for 
many  others  as  soon  as  we  can  get  them." 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  his  blessings  upon 
this  district.  We  are  expecting  many  more  baptisms 
in  the  very  near  future. 

FLORIDA  DISTRICT: -Karl  G.  Burdeii,  President. 

Elders  Coleman  Madsen  and  Clyde  Fowler  were 
transferred  recently  to  St.  Petersburg  to  open  that  city 
again  to  missionary  work.  Shortly  after  their  arrival 
they  were  successful  in  organizing  a  Sunday  School 
among  the  members  there.  Elder  Fowler  reports  that 
while  tracting  recently  he  contacted  a  writer  for  one 
of  the  popular  magazines.  He  became  so  impressed 
with  the  missionary  system  of  our  Church  and  with 
the  Book  of  Mormon  that  he  is  writing  a  story  on  it 
for  publication.  He  is  gathering  all  available  data 
on  the  subject,  is  getting  a  great  deal  of  information 
from  the  Elders  and  hopes  to  have  the  story  ready 
for  publication  soon. 

Elders  Lee  Caldwell  and  Paul  Morris  were  privileged 
to  show  the  film  "Forgotten  Empires"  to  about  200 
men  of  the  Orlando  Chamber  of  Commerce  recently. 
They  report  that  many  fine  contacts  were  made  through 
this  lecture. 

Elder  DelMar  Arnell  while  tracting  in  Daytona  Beach 
reports  that  at  one  home  the  lady  of  the  house  in¬ 
vited  him  in,  saying  that  a  certain  spirit  seemed  to 
emanate  from  him  which  she  had  never  witnessed  in 
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anyone  before.  She  became  very  interested  in  his 

message  and  is  now  earnestly  seeking  the  truth. 

An  impressive  funeral  service  was  held  recently  for 
Brother  Stapleton,  Superintendent  of  the  Cedar  Keys 
Sunday  School.  Brother  Stapleton  in  the  17  years 
of  his  life  proved  what  it  is  to  live  the  Gospel.  Many 
friends  came  to  pay  their  respects  both  during  his 

long  sickness  and  at  the  funeral. 

SOUTH  ALABAMA  DISTRICT:  -  Ralph  J.  Hill,  Presi¬ 
dent. 

"But  be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers 

only,  deceiving  your  own  selves."  In  South  Alabama 
our  attention  is  focused  toward  the  Second  Annual 
State  Leadership  Convention  which  is  to  be  held  the 
latter  part  of  June  in  Montgomery.  This  convention 
is  giving  each  individual  in  the  district  an  opportunity 
to  "do  something,"  and  thus  receive  the  spiritual 
growth  that  comes  to  those  who  are  actively  engaged 
in  building  up  the  Kingdom  of  God. 


comes  in  contact  that  others  may  hear  the  truth. 

On  Sunday,  April  30,  Brother  Thomas  Roger  Pilcher 
was  baptized  by  Elder  Harold  E.  Nelson.  Brother 
Pilcher  has  been  investigating  the  Gospel  for  some 
time.  To  Sister  McIntyre  and  Brother  Pilcher,  we 
say,  "May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  attend  you 
always." 

Elders  Carter  and  Huff,  who  are  laboring  in  Rome, 
Georgia  report  that  their  work  with  the  Scouts  is  bring¬ 
ing  them  into  contact  with  the  leading  business  and 
professional  men  of  that  city.  They  are  invited  ot 
attend  a  monthly  "Scouters"  banquet  and  have  been 
given  many  opportunities  to  present  their  message  to 
friends  they  have  made  at  these  socials. 

Elders  Twitchell,  Morris  and  Nelson  while  visiting  a 
family  of  Saints  in  the  country  attended  a  Methodist 
Sunday  School.  The  teacher  of  the  adult  class  was 
absent  and  the  class  was  turned  over  to  Elder  Nelson. 
He  took  the  opportunity  to  explain  many  beautiful 


DISTRICT  PRESIDENTS  AND  MISSIONARY  SUPERVISORS  ATTENDING  THE  DISTRICT 
PRESIDENTS’  CONVENTION  HELD  IN  ATLANTA,  GEORGIA,  APRIL  26.  27,  28. 

Left  to  Right: —  Front  Row:  Selilon  S.  Bridges,  Emma  Revill,  Mission  President  Merrill  D. 
Clayson,  Sally  Smith,  Benjamine  W.  Wilkerson. 

Second  Row:  James  F.  Weaver,  Karl  G.  Burdette,  Harold  E.  Nelson,  Ralph  J.  Hill.  F.  Wayne 
Bell.  Clayton  T.  Vawdrey. 

Third  Row:  Fred  Harvey,  Ray  L.  Jones,  Wm.  Emerson  Cox,  Lloyd  T.  Kidd,  L.  Kay  Guymon, 
Kermit  M.  Redd,  Charles  S.  Lee. 

Back  Row:  Dale  G.  Hardman,  Clifford  S.  Blackham,  Albert  F.  Davis. 


Elders  Crolley  and  Webb  have  done  a  fine  work 

in  Mobile  in  assisting  the  local  Saints  in  their  drive 
to  raise  expense  money  for  the  Leadership  Conven¬ 
tion.  Sisters  Emma  Reeve  and  Afton  Clark  have  made 
many  friends  and  report  a  large  attendance  at  their 
Primaries  since  their  arrival  in  Mobile  a  short  time 

ago. 

Elders  Hathaway  and  Crook  who  are  laboring  in 
Montgomery,  report  as  many  as  twenty-five  investiga¬ 
tors  attending  their  M.  I.  A.  Sisters  Marianne  Hobson 
and  Eunice  Wood  report  that  their  four  weekly  Pri¬ 
maries  are  progressing  nicely. 

GEORGIA  DISTRICT: -Harold  E.  Nelson,  President. 

"And  now,  behold,  —  declare  repentance  unto  this 
people  that  you  may  bring  souls  unto  me,  that  you 

may  rest  with  them  in  the  Kingdom  of  My  Father." 

Sister  Leila  McIntyre  of  Gainesville,  Georgia,  is  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  Lord  that  Elder  M.  Dover  Hunt  came  to 

her  door  preaching  the  restored  Gospel.  After  about 
nine  months  of  investigation  she  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Hunt  at  a  very  impressive  service  held  Easter  morning. 
Many  of  Sister  McIntyre's  neighbors  have  stopped  visit¬ 
ing  her,  but  she  continues  to  bear  a  strong  testimony 
of  the  divinity  of  this  Gospel  to  all  with  whom  she 


principles  of  the  Gospel  to  about  60  people  who  were 
in  attendance. 

ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Elma  .Tane  Sanders,  from  Gaffney,  S.  Carolina,  to  Ga. 
Harry  Oleen  Jones,  from  Lubbock,  Texas,  to  S.  Carolina. 
William  D.  Hollist,  Jr.,  from  Sugar  City,  Idaho,  to 
South  Carolina  District. 

James  W.  Distifano,  from  Tabiona,  LTtah,  to  W.  South 
Carolina  District. 

Minnie  Farr,  from  Mesa,  Arizona,  to  Florida  District. 
Margaret  Williamson,  from  Montpelier,  Idaho,  to  S. 
Georgia  District. 

Robert  Wilson,  from  Toronto,  Ontario,  to  S.  Georgia. 
TRANSFERS 

Vernon  Parker,  from  South  Georgia  to  West  Florida. 
Ralph  J.  Hill,  from  Florida  to  South  Alabama  District. 
Fred  Harvey,  from  Mississippi  to  Georgia  District. 
RELEASES 

Robert  L.  Sweeten,  of  S.  Georgia  -  Home,  Salt  Lake  City. 
Ruth  Merrell,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Virden,  N.  M. 
Lydie  Washburn,  of  Georgia  — Home,  Farmington,  N.  M. 
Leonard  Howes,  of  Mission  Office  — Home,  Roy,  Utah. 

RAY  L.  JONES,  Mission  Secretary. 
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Texas  Mission 

ElRay  L.  Christiansen,  President 


EAST  TEXAS  DISTRICT: -Claud  D.  Mangum,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters:  for  thou  shalt 
find  it  after  many  days."  — Ecc.  11:1. 

Elders  Evan  F.  Skeen  and  Hubert  K.  Crook  report 
the  following  experience:  "We  contacted  a  man  this 
week  who  had  been  looking  for  some  members  of 
our  Church  ever  since  he  heard  Elder  Sadler  preaching 
on  the  street  corner  last  summer.  He  said  that  he 

had  already  been  in  two  churches,  but  they  didn't 
have  what  he  was  looking  for.  He  was  very  well 
informed  concerning  the  scriptures  and  he  was  very 
happy  when  we  gave  him  a  Book  of  Mormon  and 
some  tracts.  He  said  he  would  be  out  to  church 
Sunday." 

Sister  Genevieve  Morgan  reports  the  following  of 

the  West  Dallas  Mission  L.  D.  S.  Sunday  School:  "It 
really  thrills  me  every  time  I  go  out  to  West  Dallas 
to  see  all  those  people,  none  of  them  members,  flock 
to  the  little  meeting  house  every  Sunday  as  soon  as 
they  see  Brother  Booth's  car  go  by.  Two  or  three 
of  the  little  folks  get  up  every  Sunday  and  recite  a 
Bible  scripture  or  an  Article  of  Faith.  Sister  Brown 
has  been  telling  them  Bible  stories  and  they  listen 
so  closely  that  you  can  call  on  most  any  of  them  to 
tell  what  the  lessons  have  been  a  month  back  and 

they  can  tell  you  just  as  if  they  had  heard  it  an 

hour  before." 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
Gene  Fulton  Jones  and  John  Tillman  Jones,  Jr.,  who 
were  baptized  April  9  by  Elder  Hubert  K.  Crook, 
also  Richard  Harry  Edwards  who  was  baptized  on 
April  1,  by  Elder  Evan  F.  Skeen. 

NORTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Clifton  Young,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

An  inspiring  conference  was  held  in  Amarillo  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  13.  President  and  Sister  ElRay  L.  Christian¬ 
sen,  who  were  returning  from  General  Conference  in. 

Salt  Lake  City,  were  able  to  be  with  us  and  speak 

to  us.  The  attendance  at  the  meetings  was  large  and 
those  people  felt  greatly  edified  by  the  messages  of 
truth  that  were  given. 

Worthwhile  meetings  have  been  held  throughout  the 
district  by  President  Clifton  Young.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  prevails  with  the  Saints  as  well  as  with  the 
missionaries. 

We  are  happy  to  be  permitted  at  this  time  to  have 
two  new  fields  in  this  district  opened  for  the  work 

of  the  lady  missionaries.  Sisters  Emma  Stuart  and 
Helen  Leloudis  are  beginning  to  sow  seeds  of  righteous¬ 
ness  in  San  Angelo,  Texas.  In  Amarillo,  Sister  Hazel 
Ferrell  and  Sister  Mildred  Jackson  report  a  worth-- 
while  and  interesting  work.  These  two  cities  have 
just  now  been  opened  for  lady  missionaries,  so  we 

know  that  much  good  work  can  be  done.  May  the 
Lord  bless  their  endeavors. 

The  missionaries  of  this  district  feel  that  we  have 
many  things  to  be  thankful  for.  The  greatest  is, 
that  we  have  the  privilege  of  serving  the  Lord,  and 
that  we  have  plenty  of  work  to  do.  It  is  our  humble 
prayer  that  we  will  ever  be  found  striving. 

"Blessed  is  the  man  who  has  found  his  work,  let 
him  ask  no  greater  blessedness." 

SOUTH  TEXAS  DISTRICT Raymond  F.  Jones,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

A  very  useful  plan  has  recently  been  put  info 
use  here.  It  consists  simply  of  a  list  of  the  most 
useful  scriptures,  which  was  sent  to  all  the  missionaries 
of  the  district  in  an  effort  to  raise  the  number  of  scrip¬ 
tures  used.  Its  success  has  been  unusual. 

It  is  difficult  for  a  new  missionary,  even  though  he 


is  placed  with  a  very  experienced  one,  to  judge  which 
scriptures  to  study  first  and  how  to  memorize  them. 
The  array  in  the  Ready  Reference,  while  very  excel¬ 
lent  and  useful,  is  rather  bewildering  to  examine  for 
the  first  time.  A  list  of  110  of  the  most  useful  passages 
was  made  in  the  order  of  their  estimated  importance, 
and  advice  given  to  memorize  them  in  order.  The 
results  have  been  extremely  gratifying. 

A  series  of  conferences  was  started  in  small  country 
settlements  where  50  to  130  Saints  could  gather.  These 
were  conducted  by  the  District  President  and  four  of 
the  missionaries  of  the  vicinity.  One  conference  of  two 
sessions  was  held  at  Emilee  on  rough  benches  under 
the  frees.  Eighty-five  gathered  for  two  sessions  of 
preaching  and  in  the  evening  a  film  lecture  was  given 
in  one  of  the  homes  to  about  thirty  people.  By  hav¬ 
ing  such  meetings  well  advertised  before  hand  and 
treating  them  with  dignity  and  importance,  much 
good  has  been  accomplished.  An  effort  will  be  made 
to  conduct  these  conferences  quarterly  as  in  the  stakes. 
There  are  ten  such  localities  in  the  district  including 
branches  where  they  may  be  held. 

The  spirit  of  the  people  is  excellent,  and  it  is 
significant  to  note  that  where  the  members  are  happy 
and  cooperative,  the  missionary  work  of  trading  and 
holding  cottage  meetings  progresses  with  rapidity. 
A  definite  relationship  between  these  two  things 
has  been  observed. 

Baptisms:  Betty  Jo  Pigott,  Dannie  Lee  Pigotl. 

WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT:  -  Burton  Morgan,  President, 
3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

Countless  blessings  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  during  the  past  month. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  having  Elder 
Tracy,  Mission  Genealogical  Representative,  with  us 
for  two  weeks.  We  appreciate  the  advice  and  the 
encouragement  which  he  gave  everyone  during  the 
lime  spent  here. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  meeting  in 
small  groups  in  all  parts  of  the  district  to  have  local 
conferences  with  the  Saints  and  investigators.  Con¬ 
ferences  of  this  type  have  been  held  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley,  Austin  and  Yorktown.  As  a  result 
the  Saints  are  encouraged  and  strengthened,  while  the 
investigators  are  showing  more  interest  in  the  Gospel. 
The  missionaries  are  also  benefitted  in  many  ways 
and  have  a  greater  determination  to  get  results  in. 
their  work.  These  conferences  were  held  April  9th, 
April  16th  and  April  30th,  in  the  order  listed. 

Progress  is  being  made  in  all  parts  of  the  district 
through  prayerful  effort.  Difficult  problems  are  solved 
by  this  observance.  To  show  the  result  of  prayer, 
a  few  testimonials  will  be  listed:  "We  have  surely 
enjoyed  the  past  week.  The  Lord  has  indeed  opened 
up  the  way  for  us."  — Elders  Perry  and  Hendricksen, 
Austin,  Texas.  "We  have  a  new  investigator.  She 
asked  us  when  we  called  while  tracting  if  this 
was  not  an  answer  to  prayer.  She  is  very  interested 
in  our  message  and  has  been  seeking  for  the  Truth" 
—  Elders  Hardy  and  Hicken,  Cuero.  "The  other 
morning  while  tracting  we  met  a  salesman  selling 
vacume  cleaners.  He  gave  us  some  advice  on  how  to 
get  in  homes.  A  few  houses  farther  down  the  block 
we  got  an  invitation  in.  While  we  were  there,  the 
salesman  came  to  the  door  and  got  nowhere  with 
the  lady.  She  finally  had  to  almost  shut  the  door  on 
him.  Moral:  High-powered  salesmanship  doesn't 

work." —  Sisters  Snow  and  Farnsworth,  San  Antonio. 

A  pageant,  entitled,  "The  Mothers  of  Men"  was 
presented  by  the  San  Antonio  Relief  Society,  Sunday, 
April  30th.  It  proved  very  interesting  and  inspirational 
to  those  who  attended. 
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NORTH  LOUISANA  DISTRICT: -Rean  B.  Bisel,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Wherefore,  he  that  preacheth  and  he  that  receiveth, 
understand  one  another  and  both  are  edified  and  rejoice 
together." —  Doc.  &  Cov.  50:22. 

This  condition  was  fully  realized  at  the  conferences 
held  at  Corleyville  and  Winnfield,  Louisiana,  during 
the  past  month.  The  largest  crowd  that  has  assembled 
for  some  time,  gathered  to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord 
preached  at  the  Corleyville  conference.  The  Elders 
present  were  indeed  given  words  of  wisdom  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Both  they  and  the  assembled  crowds 
were  "edified  and  rejoiced  together." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the 

parents  and  relatives  of  S.  N.  Broussard,  Jr.,  deceased. 
Funeral  services  were  held  April  4,  1939,  at  the 

family  residence  in  Natchitoches,  Louisianna.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  Elder  Rean  B.  Bisel.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  manifest  in  abundance.  May 
the  Lord  bless  Sister  Broussard  and  family  with  his 
Spirit  of  comfort  during  their  breavement. 

The  Elders  of  this  district  report  much  success  in 
their  labors.  The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  the 
report  of  Elder  Guy  O.  Woodward.  "Monday  while 
checking  my  bags  at  the  Union  Station  in  Shreaveport, 
a  man  asked  me  what  I  had  in  my  brief  case  that 
made  it  so  heavy.  After  telling  him  of  the  nature  of 
the  books,  I  offered  him  a  Book  of  Mormon.  He  was 

pleased  with  the  book,  and  later  when  he  learned  that 

it  cost  only  fifty  cents,  he  was  only  too  anxious 
to  buy  it." 

During  the  early  part  of  April,  Elders  Alfred  W. 
Bush  and  Mark  L.  Webster  were  permitted  to  attend 
a  session  of  court  at  Monroe,  Louisiana.  As  the! 
court  adjourned,  the  judge  called  them  back  and  was 
desirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with  them.  After 
conversing  for  some  lime,  he  offered  them  the  use 
of  the  court  room  for  meeting  purposes. 

Elders  Melvin  D.  Rogers  and  J.  Taylor  Spencer  were 
given  permission  to  hold  meetings  in  the  school  audi¬ 
torium  at  Vowell's  Mill.  Our  appreciation  goes  out 

to  those  who  have  so  graciously  extended  us  these 
privileges. 

The  people  of  this  section  are  rapidly  coming  to  an. 
understanding  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord.  We  wish  to 
welcome  into  the  Church  William  A.  Wright,  Jr.,  bap¬ 
tized  by  Thomas  L.  Simpson,  and  Betty  Jean  Ainsworth, 
baptized  by  Ottis  Winnfield  Ainsworth. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT:  -  Charles  R.  Johnson, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great 

salvation,-  which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by 

the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 

heard  him."  — Heb.  2:3. 

President  Johnson  called  part  of  the  missionaries 
together  and  held  a  number  of  conference  meetings. 
The  Saints  and  investigators  rejoiced  in  the  great 
plan  of  salvation  that  has  been  restored  to  .the  earthr 
and  the  confirming  testimonies  of  those  who  carry  the 
Gospel  into  the  world.  Between  sessions  of  the  con¬ 
ference  at  Pride,  a  tasty  dinner  was  served  on  the 
grounds,  and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves. 

A  lovely  Easter  program  was  put  on  by  one  of  the 
Primary  groups  under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Winna- 
fred  Lake  and  Vera  Christensen.  Elders  Moon  and  Ham¬ 
blin  were  invited  to  give  a  picture  lecture  at  the 
community  church  of  Lake  Charles,  and  were  also  asked 
to  explain  our  missionary  system. 

During  the  month  Elders  Donald  Bailey  and  Don 
C.  Wilson  were  assigned  to  open  Bogalusa  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  This  is  the  first  time  that  missionaries 
have  been  stationed  there  and  we  expect  some  fine 
results  to  follow. 

We  cannot  let  diligence  go  unrewarded  so  we 
commend  the  people  of  Albany  for  good  work  and 
faithfulness.  Although  small,  the  group  has  raised 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  toward  a  church) 
building.  This  was  obtained  from  the  proceeds  from  a 
church  strawberry  patch  and  a  very  successful  penny 
carnival. 


ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Margaret  Little,  from  St.  George,  Utah,  to  So.  Texas  D. 
George  Patterson,  from  Bloomington,  Ida.,  to  So.  Texas. 
Gladys  Butikofer,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.  to  E.  Texas  D. 
Orlo  Goodrich,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  So.  Louisiana  Dist. 
James  G.  Johnson,  from  Prescott,  Ariz.,  to  No.  La.  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Margaret  Little,  from  So.  Texas  to  East  Texas  Dist. 
Helen  Leloudis,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  D. 
Emma  Stuart,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Genevieve  Morgan,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
J.  Roger  Hanson,  from  No.  Louisiana  to  East  Texas. 
Guy  O.  Woodward,  from  Kelsey  School  to  No.  La. 
Mildred  Brown,  from  Kelsey  School  to  West  Texas. 
Rebecca  Darley,  from  Kelsey  School  to  West  Texas. 
Georgia  Olson,  from  Kelsey  School  to  South  Texas. 
Nora  Tait,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Texas  District. 
Alice  Snow,  from  West  Texas  to  East  Texas  District. 
Edna  Capell,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  District. 
Don  Wilson,  from  Kelsey  School  to  So.  Louisiana  Dist. 
Donald  Bailey,  from  No.  Louisiana  to  South  Louisiana. 
George  Patterson,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
Mildred  Jackson,  from  West  Texas  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Harold  Tadje,  from  North  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Claire  H.  Woodward -Home,  Franklin,  Idaho. 

Olaus  Johnson  — Home,  Tabonia,  Utah. 

James  B.  Scollick  — Home,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

EDWARD  H.  RAMPTON,  Mission  Secretary. 


REPENTANCE 

By  VERNON  B.  PARKER,  Southern  States  Mission 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Christian  Era  there  was  heard 
"The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness."  The 
echo  of  the  cry  of  this  "Elias"  is  heard  from  the  lips 
of  thousands  in  the  latter  days,  "Repent  ye:  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand."  By  the  sure  word 
of  holy  Scripture,  both  ancient  and  modern,  we  know 
that  repentance  is  a  pre-requisite  to  entrance  into  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  baptism.  The  doctrine  of 
repentance,  however,  covers  a  broader  field  than 
merely  entrance  into  the  Church.  A  sincere  repent¬ 
ance  is  required  of  us  every  lime  we  knowingly  sin 
thereafter.  The  Lord  in  speaking  to  us,  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  has  said:  "I  the  Lord  cannot 
look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance; 
nevertheless,  he  that  repents  and  does  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord  shall  be  forgiven;  and  he  that  re¬ 
pents  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  even  the  light  which 
he  has  received ;  for  my  spirit  shall  not  always  strive 
with  man,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." -Doc.  &  Cov. 
1:31-33. 

Frequently  we  hesitate  to  call  our  friends  to  re¬ 
pentance  for  fear  of  offending  them.  There  is  no 
justification  for  this  however;  for  as  the  Lord  has  said 
through  John  the  Beloved:  "As  many  as  I  love,  I 
rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous  therefore,  and  repent." 
-Rev.  3:19. 

As  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  disciples  of  old,  to  encourage  repent¬ 
ance:  for  we  are  living  in  a  world  of  uncertainty. 
Life  itself  is  uncertain.  We  know  not  when  our  lives 
will  be  required  of  us.  Therefore,  it  behooves  us  all 
to  have  "our  lamps  trimmed  and  burning,"  for  in  the 
words  of  Amulek  to  the  apostate  Zoramiies: 

"Ye  cannot  say,  when  ye  are  brought  to  that  awful 
crisis,  that  I  will  repent,  that  I  will  return  to  my 
God.  Nay,  ye  cannot  say  this;  for  that  same  spirit 
which  doth  possess  your  bodies  at  the  time  that  ye 
go  out  of  this  life,  that  same  spirit  will  have  power 
to  possess  your  body  in  that  eternal  world." -Alma 
34:34. 


Man  was  also  in  the  beginning  with  God.  Intelli¬ 
gence,  or  the  light  of  truth,  was  not  created  or  made, 
neither  indeed  can  be. -Doc.  &  Cov.  93:29. 
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NORTH  LOUISANA  DISTRICT: -Rean  B.  Bisel,  Presi¬ 
dent,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"Wherefore,  he  that  preacheih  and  he  that  receiveth, 
understand  one  another  and  both  are  edified  and  rejoice 
together." -Doc.  &  Cov.  50:22. 

This  condition  was  fully  realized  at  the  conferences 
held  af  Corleyville  and  Winnfield,  Louisiana,  during 
the  past  month.  The  largest  crowd  that  has  assembled 
for  some  time,  gathered  to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord 
preached  at  the  Corleyville  conference.  The  Elders 
present  were  indeed  given  words  of  wisdom  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Both  they  and  the  assembled  crowds 
were  "edified  and  rejoiced  together." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
parents  and  relatives  of  S.  N.  Broussard,  Jr.,  deceased. 
Funeral  services  were  held  April  4,  1939,  at  the 

family  residence  in  Natchitoches,  Louisianna.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  Elder  Rean  B.  Bisel.  The 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  manifest  in  abundance.  May 

the  Lord  bless  Sister  Broussard  and  family  with  his 
Spirit  of  comfort  during  their  breavement. 

The  Elders  of  this  district  report  much  success  in 
their  labors.  The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  the 

report  of  Elder  Guy  O.  Woodward.  "Monday  while 
checking  my  bags  at  the  Union  Station  in  Shreaveporf, 
a  man  asked  me  what  I  had  in  my  brief  case  that 

made  it  so  heavy.  After  telling  him  of  the  nature  of 
the  books,  I  offered  him  a  Book  of  Mormon.  He  was 
pleased  with  the  book,  and  later  when  he  learned  that 
it  cost  only  fifty  cents,  he  was  only  too  anxious 

to  buy  it." 

During  the  early  part  of  April,  Elders  Alfred  W. 

Bush  and  Mark  L.  Webster  were  permitted  to  attend 
a  session  of  court  af  Monroe,  Louisiana.  As  the- 

court  adjourned,  the  judge  called  them  back  and  was 
desirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with  them.  After 

conversing  for  some  time,  he  offered  them  the  use 
of  the  court  room  for  meeting  purposes. 

Elders  Melvin  D.  Rogers  and  J.  Taylor  Spencer  were 
given  permission  to  hold  meetings  in  the  school  audi¬ 
torium  at  Vowell's  Mill.  Our  appreciation  goes  out 

to  those  who  have  so  graciously  extended  us  these 

privileges. 

The  people  of  this  section  are  rapidly  coming  to  an 
understanding  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord.  We  wish  to 
welcome  into  the  Church  William  A.  Wright,  Jr.,  bap¬ 
tized  by  Thomas  L.  Simpson,  and  Betty  Jean  Ainsworth, 
baptized  by  Ottis  Winnfield  Ainsworth. 

SOUTH  LOUISIANA  DISTRICT Charles  R.  Johnson, 
President,  3717  Montrose  Blvd.,  Houston,  Texas. 

"How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great 

salvation;  which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by' 

the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 

heard  him."-Heb.  2:3. 

President  Johnson  called  part  of  the  missionaries 
together  and  held  a  number  of  conference  meetings. 
The  Saints  and  investigators  rejoiced  in  the  great 
plan  of  salvation  that  has  been  restored  to  .the  earth, 
and  the  confirming  testimonies  of  those  who  carry  the 
Gospel  info  fhe  world.  Between  sessions  of  the  con¬ 
ference  at  Pride,  a  tasty  dinner  was  served  on  the 
grounds,  and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves. 

A  lovely  Easter  program  was  put  on  by  one  of  the 
Primary  groups  under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Winna- 
fred  Lake  and  Vera  Christensen.  Elders  Moon  and  Ham¬ 
blin  were  invited  to  give  a  picture  lecture  at  the 
community  church  of  Lake  Charles,  and  were  also  asked 
to  explain  our  missionary  system. 

During  fhe  month  Elders  Donald  Bailey  and  Don 
C.  Wilson  were  assigned  to  open  Bogalusa  for  mis¬ 
sionary  work.  This  is  the  first  time  that  missionaries 
have  been  stationed  there  and  we  expect  some  fine 
results  to  follow. 

We  cannot  let  diligence  go  unrewarded  so  we 
commend  the  people  of  Albany  for  good  work  and 
faithfulness.  Although  small,  the  group  has  raised 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  toward  a  churchi 
building.  This  was  obtained  from  the  proceeds  from  a 
church  strawberry  patch  and  a  very  successful  penny 
carnival. 


ARRIVALS  AND  ASSIGNMENTS 
Margaret  Little,  from  St.  George,  Utah,  to  So.  Texas  D. 
George  Patterson,  from  Bloomington,  Ida.,  to  So.  Texas. 
Gladys  Butikofer,  from  Idaho  Falls,  Ida.  to  E.  Texas  D. 
Orlo  Goodrich,  from  Vernal,  Utah,  to  So.  Louisiana  Dist. 
James  G.  Johnson,  from  Prescott,  Ariz.,  to  No.  La.  Dist. 
TRANSFERS 

Margaret  Little,  from  So.  Texas  to  East  Texas  Dist. 
Helen  Leloudis,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  D. 
Emma  Stuart,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Genevieve  Morgan,  from  East  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
J.  Roger  Hanson,  from  No.  Louisiana  to  East  Texas. 
Guy  O.  Woodward,  from  Kelsey  School  to  No.  La. 
Mildred  Brown,  from  Kelsey  School  to  West  Texas. 
Rebecca  Darley,  from  Kelsey  School  to  West  Texas. 
Georgia  Olson,  from  Kelsey  School  to  South  Texas. 
Nora  Tait,  from  Mission  Office  to  South  Texas  District. 
Alice  Snow,  from  West  Texas  to  East  Texas  District. 
Edna  Capell,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas  District. 
Don  Wilson,  from  Kelsey  School  to  So.  Louisiana  Dist. 
Donald  Bailey,  from  No.  Louisiana  to  South  Louisiana. 
George  Patterson,  from  South  Texas  to  North  Texas. 
Mildred  Jackson,  from  West  Texas  to  North  Texas  Dist. 
Harold  Tadje,  from  North  Texas  to  South  Texas  Dist. 
RELEASES 

Claire  H.  Woodward -Home,  Franklin,  Idaho. 

Olaus  Johnson  — Home,  Tabonia,  Utah. 

James  B.  Scollick  — Home,  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

EDWARD  H.  RAMPTON,  Mission  Secretary. 


REPENTANCE 

By  VERNON  B.  PARKER,  Southern  States  Mission 

At  the  dawn  of  the  Christian  Era  there  was  heard 
"The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness."  The 
echo  of  the  cry  of  this  "Elias"  is  heard  from  the  lips 
of  thousands  in  the  latter  days,  "Repent  ye:  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand."  By  the  sure  word 
of  holy  Scripture,  both  ancient  and  modern,  we  know 
that  repentance  is  a  pre-requisite  to  entrance  info  fhe 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  baptism.  The  doctrine  of 
repentance,  however,  covers  a  broader  field  than 
merely  entrance  into  the  Church.  A  sincere  repent¬ 
ance  is  required  of  us  every  time  we  knowingly  sin 
thereafter.  The  Lord  in  speaking  to  us,  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  has  said:  "I  the  Lord  cannot 
look  upon  sin  with  the  least  degree  of  allowance; 
nevertheless,  he  that  repents  and  does  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord  shall  be  forgiven;  and  he  fhaf  re¬ 
pents  not,  from  him  shall  be  taken  even  the  light  which 
he  has  received;  for  my  spirit  shall  not  always  strive 
with  man,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  — Doc.  &  Cov. 
1:31-33. 

Frequently  we  hesitate  to  call  our  friends  to  re¬ 
pentance  for  fear  of  offending  them.  There  is  no 

justification  for  this  however;  for  as  the  Lord  has  said 
through  John  the  Beloved:  "As  many  as  I  love,  I 
rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous  therefore,  and  repent." 
-Rev.  3:19. 

As  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  disciples  of  old,  to  encourage  repent¬ 
ance:  for  we  are  living  in  a  world  of  uncertainty. 

Life  itself  is  uncertain.  We  know  not  when  our  lives 
will  be  required  of  us.  Therefore,  it  behooves  us  all 
to  have  "our  lamps  trimmed  and  burning,"  for  in  the 
words  of  Amulek  to  the  apostate  Zoramites: 

"Ye  cannot  say,  when  ye  are  brought  to  that  awful 

crisis,  that  I  will  repent,  that  I  will  return  to  my 

God.  Nay,  ye  cannot  say  this;  for  that  same  spirit 
which  doth  possess  your  bodies  at  the  time  that  ye 
go  out  of  this  life,  that  same  spirit  will  have  power 
to  possess  your  body  in  that  eternal  world." -Alma 
34:34. 


Man  was  also  in  the  beginning  with  God.  Intelli¬ 
gence,  or  the  light  of  truth,  was  not  created  or  made, 
neither  indeed  can  be.  — Doc.  &  Cov.  93:29. 


- — - - 

Mission  Miscellanea 

Missionaries  and  Subscribers  — Liahona  Friends: 

When  writing  for  this  page  please  be  brief.  Give  us  your  message  in  not  to  exceed  600  words — 
say  it  with  300  or  less  if  you  can.  Write  or  type,  double  space,  on  only  one  side  of  the  paper. 

If  we  don’t  use  your  contribution,  don’t  feel  hurt.  Maybe  space  or  conditions  will  not  permit.  W e 
will  use  it  if  we  can ;  try  again.  Manuscripts  will  not  be  acknowledged  nor  returned.  Don’t  send  us 
your  first  writing.  Study  it  carefully  and  you  will  find  ways  and  words  to  improve  it.  Write  it  again 
— and  again.  This  is  your  page — make  it  your  best. 

\ _ _ _ _ - _ _ J 


AUTUMN  OF  LIFE 

By  MISS  PEARLENA  McCOLLUM,  Rl.  2,  Mulbery,  Ark. 

The  Autmun  days  of  life  are  nearing  — 

Years  swiftly  roll  around. 

Fond  hopes,  like  autumn  leaves, 

Are  drifting  to  the  ground. 

The  brief  summer  of  life  so  charming 
Can  never  come  again, 

And  as  I  see  its  ending  near, 

I  sigh  for  things  that  might  have  been. 

With  awakened  eyes  and  sinking  heart, 

I  look  upon  she  whom  I  call  me  — 

Look  back  on  the  years  that  I  have  lived, 

And  this  is  what  I  see: 

Youth's  short  and  careless  years 
So  filled  with  hopes  of  fame,- 
The  worthwhile  things  I  might  have  done 
But  left  for  pleasures  vain. 

And  how  I  sigh  that  I  cannot  say, 

"All  is  well  and  wisely  put." 

But  golden  opportunities,  like  golden  leaves, 

I've  trampled  underfoot. 

I  now  gather  up  the  golden  pieces 
And  with  mind  and  soul  engrossed, 

I  try  to  piece  them  back  together 

And  redeem  the  time  that  I  have  lost. 

If  I  can  start  a  firm  foundation 
For  others  to  build  upon, 

That  they  may  win  the  battle  I  started 
Too  late  to  win  alone, 

My  reward,  when  life  is  finished, 

Will  not  be  wealth  nor  fame/ 

But  to  look  upon  this  world  and  know, 

I  have  not  lived  in  vain. 


THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  A  CLEAN  BODY 
By  MARION  G.  FORSYTHE,  East  Central  Slates  Mission 

We  as  Latter-day  Saints  should  be  so  thankful  that 
in  this  day  and  age  when  so  many  evils  and  designs 
do  exist  to  tempt  man,  that  we  have  been  given 
Divine  guidance  to  warn  us  against  these  snares. 

But  God  has  not  left  the  rest  of  the  Christian  world 
entirely  in  darkness  on  this  subject.  We  are  told  in 
one  of  Paul's  writings  that  we  are  the  Temple  of  God 
—  this  body  of  flesh  and  bones  which  we  possess  is 
God's  Temple.  He  created  it  for  us  in  order  that 
we  might  have  a  place  wherein  to  dwell  and  progress. 
We  are  told  that  if  we  defile  the  body  (God's  temple), 
he  will  destroy  us. 

It  is  true  that  we  were  born  into  this  second  estate 
with  natural  desires,  but  we  should  never  create  un¬ 
natural  desires  from  our  natural  ones.  We  are  told 
in  Alma  that  this  is  a  probationary  state  in  which 
to  prepare  for  eternal  life  — to  overcome  carnal,  sensual 
and  devilish  desires  of  the  flesh.  In  other  words  be¬ 
come  a  master  of  our  bodies. 

The  Savior  has  said:  "To  him  that  overcometh  will 


I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also 
overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  in  his 
throne."  What  a  glorious  promise  he  has  given  to 
all  of  those  who  can  overcome  and  master  themselves. 

I  have  heard  some  say  that  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
could  not  be  lived  — that  people  cannot  overcome  the 
habit  of  using  of  the  forbidden,  harmful  drugs.  If  it 
had  not  been  within  man's  reach  the  Father  in  Heaven 
would  never  have  given  the  revelation  as  a  guide  and 
protection  to  his  children. 

Some  thoughtless  pleasure  seekers  carve  their  names 
on  trees  and  tumble  rocks  from  canyons  just  to  satisfy 
their  craving  desire  to  destroy.  Some  people's  atti¬ 
tude  toward  their  own  bodies  is  just  as  careless.  If 
man  would  only  stop  and  realize  what  a  wonderful 
machine  he  possesses  in  the  body  given  him  through 
the  grace  of  God!  Man  is  more  intelligent  than  any 
of  the  animals,  yet  he  imposes  burdens  upon  his  body 
far  heavier  than  the  animals  will  assume. 

The  mechanism  of  man's  body  demands  that  it  be 
not  abused.  Consider  its  wondrous  construction!  The 
human  eye  is  more  marvelous  than  the  most  costly 
musical  instrument  /  the  heart  than  the  most  durable 
pump.  The  ear  transcends  the  Audion  tube;  the  lungs, 
the  most  modern  ventilating  system;  and  the  hand, 
all  other  prehensile  devices  combined.  The  memory  is 
superior  to  the  phonograph /  the  digestive  system  to 
the  chemical  laboratory  /  and  the  brain  to  all  the  li¬ 
braries  in  the  world.  My,  what  a  wonderful  and  pow¬ 
erful  machine  has  been  given  to  us!  How  can  we  af¬ 
ford  to  destroy  any  part  of  it?  When  we  impair  a 
single  part  we  hinder  our  own  progress  and  decrease 
our  power  for  good. 

It  is  our  duty  to  master  and  control  our  habits, 
because  any  evil  habit  that  becomes  the  master  of  us 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  progress.  Man’s 
advancement  is  dependent  upon  mastery.  The  high¬ 
est  type  of  man  is  master  of  himself.  Unfortunate  is 
he  who  submits  to  self-imposed  slavery.  Men  who 
have  controlled  their  appetites  and  directed  their  own 
course  in  life  are  the  leaders  of  the  world/  those  who 
are  controlled  by  indulgence  are  doomed  to  be  led. 

- ♦♦♦ - 

THOUGHTS 

By  MAYBETH  FARR,  Mission  Supervisor  Y.W.M.I.A., 
California  Mission 

One  day  the  thought  just  came  to  me: 

It's  our  innermost  thoughts  that  God  can  see,- 
We  pour  out  thought  wishes  to  Him  in  prayer, 

The  desires  of  our  heart  we  ask  Him  to  share. 

But  if  He  hears  all  thoughts  desired, 

He  also  hears  all  thoughts  transpired/ 

All  thoughts  both  bad  and  good  are  there - 
But  do  we  want  all  these  to  share? 

If  we  can  keep  our  thoughts  all  pure, 

Father  will  answer  our  prayers,  I'm  sure. 

And  may  our  thoughts  forever  be 
The  thoughts  we  want  our  God  to  see. 


This  is  a  day  of  warning,  and  not  a  day  of  many 
words.  (63:58.) 


The  Twelve  Whom  Jesus  Called 


MATTHEW 

ooo 

MATTHEW  THE  PUBLICAN  is  by  Mark  and  Luke  given  seventh  place  among 
the  Apostles,  but  in  his  own  account  Matthew  names  Thomas  ahead  of 
himself.  He  was  a  Hebrew  and  known  as  Levi,  the  son  of  Alphaeus. 

At  the  time  of  Christ's  ministry  the  Jews  were  chafing  under  the  tribute  im¬ 
posed  by  Rome,  and  held  a  loathing  for  the  despised  collectors  of  the  tax. 
Matthew,  though  a  Jew,  was  such  a  collector  and  as  a  Jew  in  such  a  roll,  was 
subject  to  double  portion  of  reproach  from  his  countrymen. 

Matthew's  home  was  in  Capernaeum,  and  as  he  sat  at  the  receipt  of  custom 
Jesus  walked  by  and  to  the  collector  said,  "follow  me."  He  left  his  work  and 
from  that  day  was  an  ardent  follower  of  the  Messiah.  After  his  call,  he  gave  a 
great  dinner  in  his  home  to  which  he  invited  Jesus  and  His  disciples.  This 
social  function  was  no  doubt  an  expression  of  Matthew's  desire  to  present  his 
new  found  Master  to  his  friends. 

Due  to  the  disdain  in  which  men  of  Matthew's  calling  were  held  by  other 
classes  of  Jews,  they  banded  together  in  their  own  social  circle.  They  were 
known  as  publicans  and  classed  as  sinners.  The  attendance  of  Jesus  and  His 
disciples  at  this  banquet  with  publicans  and  sinners  drew  the  censure  of  the 
scribes  and  Pharisees.  This  accusation  brought  from  our  Lord  the  oft  quoted 
reproof,  "They  that  are  whole  need  no  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick.  I  came 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance." 

Of  Matthew's  life  after  the  Crucifixion  little  is  known.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  an  energetic  preached  of  the  Gospel  in  distant  lands.  Our  first  gospel  was 
written  by  him  as  instruction  and  encouragement  to  the  Saints  before  his  de¬ 
parture  from  Palestine  -  written  probably  in  Aramaic  and  then  in  Greek. 

JAMES  THE  SON  OF  ALPHAEUS 

ooo 

This  Apostle  is  named  by  the  three  synoptic  gospel  writers  in  ninth  place 
in  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  He  is  also  referred  to  in  similar  identity  in  the 
first  chapter  of  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Outside  these  references  there  is  little 
we  know  definitely  about  James  the  son  of  Alphaeus. 

The  identity  of  this  James  and  other  disciples  of  the  same  name  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  New  Testament  biography.  Matthew  or  Levi 
is  also  spoken  of  as  being  the  "son  of  Alphaeus";  whether  the  same  Alphaeus, 
making  Matthew  and  James  brothers,  scholars  are  not  agreed.  Of  the  disciples 
by  name  of  James,  the  son  of  Zebedee,  the  brother  of  John,  is  quite  clearly  dif¬ 
ferentiated.  Identity  of  other  disciples  named  James  is  quite  obscure.  Some  tell 
us  that  the  subject  of  this  skecth  is  identical  with  him  who  is  called  James  the 
less;  others  distinguish  between  them.  The  major  opinion  of  commentators  gives 
James  the  Lord's  brother  specific  identity  and  accords  to  him  credit  for  author¬ 
ship  of  the  New  Testament  epistle  bearing  his  name,  also  looking  upon  him  as 
the  head  of  the  Church  in  Jerusalem  during  the  ministry  of  Paul.  There  are 
those,  however,  who  even  consider  this  James  as  the  same  person  as  him  who 
is  called  "the  son  of  Alphaeus,"  contending  that  "son  of"  applies  in  a  general 
and  not  a  specific  sense. 

If  we  distinguish  between  James  the  son  of  Alphaeus  and  James  the  Lord's 
brother,  then  we  must  say  that  of  the  former  we  know  nothing  except  that  he' 
was  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  This  does  not  imply  inactivity  on  his  part; 
but  only  emphasizes  the  dearth  of  the  divine  record  that  has  come  down  to  us. 
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